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I e,)cd/'t/.-. gt.Z i /-A 

LAWS AND CUTOMS AFFUGTING 	 WOMTN 

A. .LIT[C _A___ CIVIC_ 	 TRIGHTS 

1. All adults of 18 ywrs and above are entitled tp vote - Constitution 

.f the Fedarnl TZepu 1 ]!- of N1g9.pr , sac. 

2. Therefor3 .-l vcor,cn -,',ov- the age of 18 can v ote. Also fillwomen 

above the 'f,c~ 2 iro i itle: to co.itert any political election. Thus 

there are no ]:,wt, preciet:nig tle full participbtioo of woiann in politics. 

3. Vie are not aware of any customs either preventing their fuli partici­

pation, however, It would app-ar that Pince women in purdnh tiro not 

illowod out In the dayttne, specnl] provilIlon rns.y ba needed to ensure 

A 	 that thev er b1n c aist thoir voto. The official voting hours which 

end nt 6 p.m. w -11,vwill r,-,clu'jr tiht'group of women. 

Prrhape co,, InZ: uggct thit either spertal wornin'E, vo.irig 1:ooths 

are croattd or tl,!,offic, 1 hc.urs be c xtonded to dual' I.Q. aroainc 7 p.m. 

1. As citlv7er, wor,,. ar, 6rAjtiUOd to all the rights IIncluding al! the 

fundarrontbl 	 humAn rihts in the Ccnstitution ard can chillenge anybody
 

f
 
who attomptr to Interfere with tht-.eyercie of any of the rli)lr 

2. i: n practi-olr term'., they 	 may,,o t be am weUl protecLed r.- the men. 

1 ?C T.rep-Jhiicar tioni that 

ih. 1, i '. C CUf~t(I ary 

alra c-C1ICn Ifthe Constit piovicvdc no 

r . - ln ] -; , -rj z: . ;.AUu . But cur csy.t(:; ,-Of 

nrarringu tinds to encourage ,ervitude, 

Uncr iustc trr' v., r'.an in allowed to claim back his dowry' when 

he ti divoicoJ from the woman, whether or not he or the w,, ,,r Trltituted 

the divorce pocaedingis. This custom therefore, doo6 ro! rooi*,,,ino all the 

Bervices which have been rendar~d by the worian durlng the ru !stence of the 

i • . . 
A, 




In some areas, e.g. among the Igbira, It is allowed that the sum to 

he claimed ',,tc should be calculated in acwrdance with the number of 
children e beg-it for the man. But what happens to the childless wotnan? 

This s-/utem Izav.tzbly ninkea women servile even in the face of excesuive 

cruelty by tho mtn. 

A auggetior. might 1e thht digeolution of cutomary law marriaJge 

3hould no onjer depend on the refund of the dowry but th't .'uch 

dissolution should be registered In a court for the ayo,.dance of doubt. 

Cit yesnshlr, 

A foreign woman marrled to a Nigariar - Itiien can apply for citizenship, 

but a foreign man married to a Nigerian woman dcds not have the same 

right. 

However citizenship righti; can now b" passed on to child ifa 

etLh. parent or grandparent IF a Nigerian citizen, 

. .,"V. .r t-- ., , '. - .- , : .- , . . . ,,%.,; , ~. ~gN l¢ . .... , , .gt ; l 



j2TlVIl, I.AW 

A woman has full legal capacity when she may legally exercise the maxiinun 

power in Acting withoutrpount of prmnlntsd the society. In her own name And 

Ogistance, to enter into contrcts, to aoquire and own property, to enter into 

ther legal transaction, sue or bo .sued. In Nigeria, women do not have fun.! 

egal -rpacity, by that definition. 

An unmrried women, who in 21 and above ha&- full legal na8acity to the 

same ewtent an a man, She ren sue and be sued in cootizct and in tort. She 

as liable fto her debts end she can ooquire Hights in property. This means she 

Lan boy or sell property in her own nmme. She can onmgo in business, 

profeascion, choose, her own reslience And generally make her own def-isions 

vithout the approval of anyone. 

The inequality of thi vex,.,s is in rrpa'- f rrdrrted womon particularly 

thoef married udeir retive law and cu6tnm. 

Ii. Ai arxed woman cinnot control her own property especially if the property 

it nuIeo, ftor mAirin-.je. Therefore she cannot legally make ccmfrtriots in 

respect of h,.l inoporty 1_fthis will Jeopardiae the huLsband', right in such 

proparty. 

2. She vinnot enter Into loan or re purchaie ogreoments without the husband's 

coInsent. 

3. She c,nnrft obtain i par:pot with6ut the husband's nonseint. There Is no 

law reqIfIjn such consent but adirtnkstrative prvictice. I 

4. 1iar domicile follows that of the husband, therefora, during the subsistence 

ni the mnrrhge, she in merely an appenidan of the husband and not an individual 

g. & we.r!,:.r . .;i. i Yluy-:rn c-:rinot start divorco proceedings against er
 

nusband tf he I living outsido Nigeila.
 

S. How ever, har hul)oi.,d is not liable for her perEonal debts and so she can
 

hseued in both contrc-t end tort.
 

http:mAirin-.je
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I thsrefore, they tire lega~Uar~~e i c~cbinec' of t 

.piIr.. "r. eJe'i atn the ni t:, if they claim to have Pah-o rm Ntla c 4us r A me ri . 

v.-o 'iztbeccuse cu stomfey law recfli8OS v' plumlity of yives, 

law 


mI 1 are gnty f the criminal ofrnoe of bigamy for which they 
 n be jailed for 
7yua rsf If found guilty,, 

2-er-faa---UG-U~ena y--
I.~~~~~~~~~~~'W'hihevetyea cpooo, 6aritaegr, 

fat', But it is racugniaed that the mother's consant is sufficient ithe 

father Is dead, insane or absent for good r.ason.. 

.+... +...- V. + :. .Traditionally. the consent.. th.. partler was never in In fact, the 
qirI's consent In assumed once the parents have chomen.a proppective husband. 
!wt mo.iegnnity h.ive caught up withs flhu cu um. 1r uor~o Nutivic /utnurity Areas, 

tn-3 corisar, of the girl mum nowbo sought eawricorded. 
and Ido. a in the Northern States. 

Z.g. in Biu, Tiv, Borgu 

-4. 

. . C' , . 3. In Yorubaland, if a girl ib married out,without her consent, onh t commin 
-hcriminal offence under Suction 361 of th6 Criminal Code, 

In the Eastern States, the Age of Marriage law passed in 195f~ Insists on the 

.. 

C"+ - )- . . I 
girl gilncj her consent. 

. . . .Prohibited Degrees 

f 
(".. . 

+ + 
"++t . .' I+ 

The rules regarding prohibited de es of marriage; between parties is not 
the 6,,me for all societies I. Nigerina The st;rutory prohibition is on the, basis 
of affinity and consanguinity. But the large majority of our people ' still give 

due nigard to custom in this respect. 

:VA-. .+'- '., "/.,.+ 

The .eril ru'e; for rtiost Iras..s that PtM .­,fjg?is forbLdd,r,1+ two..,entw­
pbroons who reated by blood no matter how remote the degree of relationship. 

.n fact, there iro inUiLotions that In some parts of Yorubaland that partios who 

have lived in the same conipound and been brought up as menrberp of the same 
family - even though they are not actually relbted by blood - are forbidden to marry. 
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B~;ut on the other hand, the Yo"$as..do not, forbid -se~on* 

mar .evenbetween per 

who are merely related by, a f lnfty 1,0, by marriage; This, Is forbidden~ by the 
]bon and to a e exten by~th ,aw 

' 

This Is a racw'nise palyineptthroug hout thes country end even pereonswho ~ 
'conrac sttutryaw arrages~nta py ad s ptdowy,"T-he roblemn here is 

: : ':.a * ..h e t me ++ + * +4 -''- ,++ 
A Committee Set up In Eastern Nigeria sane years &gofquthsthpam 

of dowry her been tusnod into a commnrcial onterprise and that the batter educated 

LArA?++ + . +.++... + , '.++++,, +. 

the girl, the higher the dowry demanded. Tis led td~the Increae h ubro 

highly educated gi 'who could4 not find husbands or'w~o were forced to marry 

rich old man because they were the one's able t p t hg prie. Whereas 

the Committee cGO not recommend the abolition of dowry, It did recorMmend . 

the fixing of a maximum. But the law is more honoured in its br~ch. 
Women must be made to rMlis that being Obartared and 44osoWd to the 

highest bidder does not enhance their atatus, it even orlms the"i. . .. r...ty. 

A-,'++..+:;# 
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Registration of?Aarriijg 

1.There is no problem in this regarl.-In respect of statutory law marriages 

because they are celebrated either IntheM~arriage Registr or in church and are 

a -.. 

therefore recorded. 

But with customery law marriage, registration has not been made compulsory. 
The result Is that very few people avail themselvesof the law on registration. 

There are provisi6hu for regictratipn in)Ol parts of tho rederation. But the duty 
Is on the, husim nd. Parhip3 it could be made a right for the woman to demand 
evidence of registration. This is to protect them and their childr+n *specially In 
disputes relbting to property arid inheritance. ' 
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C,- nothe eathof the husband, the wife is entitleo to Ore -?.hird of tie 

1k,1 

.:I; in' ,in i pi . . AMvt 1-,.... 

Witteand, i.If there archu dren ofthe mparriage. If there 

"..children' to telorttle-hMl if the hu'sband 4a 
Witholir~yt)0'ing r, will. 

.. . 

are 40o 

:''?J.6, '4 

,.:he haa 

erso:a.hlrortt 

.f 1a h A 

rlght. t ivhrsw of, by win or otherwise aonty ro I or 

t iich belongs to her personally and which is separate. 

JtihiLf, z .ifned hd 

~.& 

his cr Jit fo ace-werktiea bb)lhotig no ri;4t to any part of her huband', 

i2ncome,'%nd capital. " 

'7.7., ' he Also hasaaduty to give her husband her servIcas, 

B. Any. mony ved from h money given by the husband belong. 

t.d ed htmblonsth omonthe hubo h.nd. 

:: -:- ~~ ~' 

i..-..:::: ::. 

'~(b) 

~: ' ~ t"tho e)bubf d so p if ehc lth'chmo ney rnthtaco ubn ce wtiththbemoyb .. 

{~." S,he na. right to hertow in ono andftt}her.~wyn anh foculflshr. 

lC fsa ejon )cut ihhrhaiadadta disiagree as to who 

has a ri j.t to the money In It, vher clatir v'll deperidon the Il6*11ikg faorsi 

(b) If Ehfinha& eene g. iutr from timetto tme, she will normally 

btr entitled to half 'themoiey In the account, even if she hns paid In less. than 

lia If or more than half, 

If alie has paid nothing into ;h e account and she has usually drawn 

vnoy to (:over househola" experise, it'ol edecided that the hu sbend owns 

the an;oai. ".... . 

(I rd~a 

211. 

- '2ur, '. 

(c) 11 Lsho ha paid In all th~"'money In the account, it will probably big 

d thr;it ellthe money helonqs to har.*A".2 

She iin b righnt to rtvoy in fhetarj1- jomne, is 10n Viashe NMlI.,, her 

' • 

< 

. ' mrtriti duftis tnd las not fcnf.Itoj h.ar right to colnabitation'by cc);ni;tting 
I a mitrimcniil offence e.g. asdulteiry, refunalto hnva sexual intorcourine, 

dovirlion etc. 2 ''2 

I 

-. " hu man'nicultddoes not have the same effect. 
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~ >C. RIGIlT Or ,%chlro ~m ,I'SWA 

CUTOMARYIAW 
I A woman is. entitled to mainstersance trom bar hushxirknf and'if he fails to do so$ 

shecin pledge hiz credit for p11 her necessaries. 

2. Under curstoia;zry law,Iuch wife must be given a separate roows or hut, 

3 u -4 1krslir 'Inw, the mn Isni entitled to only fourwivee and he must not 

shwayivortiovan to the'abn1or'wife. In fact undar Islamic law,4 

womahoodis' not a great disadvantage because whether married or not, she 

444has a right to trade with her proery, and this does not form part of the 

husband's property. She' is allowed to give away, gratuitously al least one­

4444 

third of her property without the husband's consent, The other two-thirds 
%3. 4 

witt. his consent but this is merely to prevent her wast~ig It niot to give the 

, husband a specific right in the property. 

4 Ifa wife, udrcustomary law, obtains money or property by trading she 

isentitled to k~eep Itand the husband has nu special claime to It r6ca.n-he 

44 

compel her to turn It over to him. -

Sr4. But any ante-nuptial property, i.ea. property she had before marriage .6 

which she brings to the rtatrimon,Zhomv beloig, inmost part of the North 

and the East, to both husband and wife; :at in Yorubaland belongs entirely4 

to the hutsband,4 

. 4A w ifc-h,,.s 

law, apart from 

no rtghtn in her hba& 

the right to support. 

pr'Opertjr or income under customary 

44 .,7.~ 
4444~ 

4444444of 

Sh'e ha equal ,Iqlht with the )wsbnnid, 
6 

thair childron: ifmarried Linder Statute 

in the cti'stody and guardianship 

but~under customary law, she is 

entitled to opoitody only while she it;suckling the child, even though In xsome 

areas. e.g. !gbirrh , until the child in 7 years oldl under Islamic law, she gets 

custody of the chIldre n Lintl the age of puberty of the male and until the female4 

44~~44~~. 
4 

~. child gets mnrried. 

44 44 / 4 4 

4 

4 4 



44 

4 
8.Seha h right to caim anto~na for hrcil'r ~oftir 

~even where the to not marrid to the fatjher of the child. 

o N'e~had i duty with the su sbar ci for the mioral upbringing of the children 
S Y~~hlch includes right to resonable chaxtIcom ant/plnsve~a.n 

~ Inmu lw st i when 

- tUttfailtry 
10,,In llustmar lawsyve~n whn 8marriage is tormInated by divorce, 

the wife has no right to the husband's sae nti epc u~n a 

71~~7~< sc&f~tatthe husband~ -nr reoe-nta if-ihearvoal dioc-hta-asj---___7 
on tar the husbandaan revokeif 

rgothe ; 
has a right to inherit somac of her husband's estate, if he die. Intestate 
during three months of their separation. Tbis Is t'ecauso a woiron must not 
got married within 3 months of her separation from a formaer husband. 

* 

U1NDER rTUOY N~ 

1. he has a duty to give her servlces to the husband i.a. 

care for his house and h!9, health. 
2. As a result of amendments made to law -Ah Marmn 

she must cook, 

a uses Decrees, 

1970, Sec. 7.Q/- the wife.'ow has a duty to maintaln her hauband and the courts 
may order financial relief In favour of the husband, where the wife is lin a 
better position than the husbandq This is only In res pect of monogamous type 

3. A woman once divoiced has a 4r14Arto remarry jiny other pnrann but 
certain customary practices in some arens limit this ri~ht. 

mong the Anga, she cannot marry Into the family or the village of her 

known generally to most systems whereby a wife whose husband dies 

inherited b the next male kin, so she czn be kept within th, family. 

cen be . 

4' :1: ? ' ?; ... .. 

fome husb.and. Thi Is in, diec cotrditicto to the 'Ieirts customi 
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D. PENAL LAWS 

The exisLing penal laws do not distinguish between all citi:ene
 

in the protection of their property, freedom 
repat i.on and personal
 

safety. But in couformity with prevailing social mores, there are
 

some special provisions which govern women.
 

1. Rape ­ defined in Sec. 6 of the Criminal Code - as "carnal
 

connoction which taken place otherwise than botwegn 
 huo1,nnd andvife." 

Thus, a husband cannot be guilty of tape upon hie wife. The problem 

here is in respect of customary law marriage. Supponi,a w fe leaven 

a husband and the dowry has not been refunded a-ie thercoro they
 

are still considerod 'legally' married. 
9hould t , e tranged
 

husband decide force womanto the to have saxui. .tm.oouprne, he 

cannot be guilty of rape. 

He may be guilty of wounding, doing grivou l:'dily harm, 

or assault, depending on the 'c:'uumtsmoes. 

2. Prostitution - All forms of policitin. ai'qtXorbtdds.). WhetIer 

done in public or private. Seos. 224-6 of the Crimiral Code. 

3. Abduction -
 Anyone, wh? with intent to n,.rry or (-urnally
 

know a female of any age, or ta'cause her to be a' ..od or carnally 

known by any other person, takeq'6,r away detatneor hor agaietLr 

will is guilty of a felony and liable to gevon years imprisonment. 

- Secs. 222-4 of the Criminal Code. 

4. Adultery
 

Adultery in not specifically a crime but by Sec. 518(b) of
 
the Crimina Code "sexual intercouruc between two unimirried people 

who are not husband and wife Is a crime as a compiracy ,t-, "ffoct 

an unlawful purpose.", 



Under the Maliki Code of I slam , however, adultery by 
a
 

woman Is a criminal offence.
 

5. 	 Criminal Responsibillty
 
The wife _ a ohrti_*_ or statutory marriage in not 
crlminall
 

responsible for doing or omitting to do aLD 
act which she la actgall)
 

compelled by her husband to do or omit. 
- Section 33 of 
th Criminal 

Code.
 

A husband anL wife of a christiaD marriage are not criminally
 

responsible for a ccapJ.racy between themselves alone 
- Sec. 34
 

Criminal Code.
 

Also 	they cannot be criminally liable for doing ur omitting 

to do any act with respect to the property of each other, whilst
 

they 	are living together.
 

Whilst living together either csntinitiate criminii proceedings
 

%gainst the other 
- Sec. 36 Criminal Code. 
 , 

None of these provisions apply to wives qf v enntomniry law
 

marriage!
 

One of the classes of'lpeizsonos exempted from capitvz 
 puniahment
 

are pregnant women - Sootion 36 2 	 ) of the Criminal P'roc'dure Act 

c.d Cection 270 of 
the Criminal Procedure Code,
 

Inead, a woman certified as being pregnant at the time of
 

Judgement and found guilty of a capital offence can be sentenced
 

only 	to life imprisonment.
 



j;. 	 HEALTH AND FAMILY PIANNING 

The number of women dying from unnecessary and preventable causes which 

ore the effect of pregnancy and child-bearing in Nigeria is catastrophical. It 

hag been estimated that one Nigerian woman dies every 45 minutes rom pregnancy 

or its related causes. 

Numerous factors are responsible: 

1. Non regulation of the optiOnal maternal age - Tl the course of our investivation 

we came accroaL many women who were still producing children in their late 40s. 

A woman had died in child-birth - her eleventh - at t. aga ofa. 

2. Immoderate birth order - There are several cases of vcosnuin who had their 

children at 10 months interval. 

3. 	 Tied with (2) is unras onably spaced pregnancies. &ono womn-n iesuned 

child bearing after an interval of 10 - 12 years at ages mn'irrg between 40-5, 

because they had changed husbands. 

4. 	 Inadequate health facilities. 

5. Circumcision of the woman in childhod. The cucin wlilch enjdins parents 

to circumcise female children hag been medically provtd t0 be harmful to women 

especially during childbirth. When the incist.on Is made in childhood, adhesions 

form over the years, and It w"tkas th'passage smaller and len eastic. Result ­

difficult labour and child-birth, sometimrnj leading to the death of thu mother. 

Besides this, circumcision io done mostly under the most unhygenic conditions 

and the ba-by may pick up an infection, which may damage the reproductive system. 

This custom must be eradicated whore it still eaigs. 

F:amily Planning 

The past and present status of Nigerian women in family planning has been 

*nd is still berbg determined to a large extent by the social, economic, educational 

and Inherited tradftional role of women. The need to enhanca and upgmde the 

Itatus of women in this regard, must be recojnrsed. 
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j, Child rearing practices in Nigeria 	 rhoold be seern as a join* recpoEibIllty 

of both husband and wife. 

wan',n.
Education and health facilities should be within eaayreealh of 	V.Dnag2. 

This would help in lowering rural rates of illiteracy 	mnd child norbidity. 

Vkben should be given the right to determine when nra how meny children
3. 


they should have by allowing her the right to use onfe ond Dcintific jneIfns
 

t o! the hufband in all ctrctmrvn5.without having to get the cornr,( 

h' urue
4. 	 Auoptlon of family pler.nion will advance the otatus3 of w:imr n b It 

n thr: and childron. It iray oneble
will ensure the rurviveA anrd he lth of 

qiaurIl inprrvFlErfnt
to further their educ.tion, which will 	lead to a

miore women 

it wihrl u or
in rniternal end infant nutrition and relieve the dnrdgei 

nny worre. livn thpii !1veo.relaxation, through which 

ABORTION 

The National Population Council recommended In 1976 that wom,'n should have 

TiAt: -uziussupported 
access to abortion on request for health tind wetfara 

by the Nigeria Medical Association and the Bocluty i Qy19,co,l.W nd 

Obstetrician of Nigeria. 

1. 	 Legally, abortion may be permitted if such -urgVii opzmtion IS peiofuond
 

veitton Mf the

in good faith and with roa~ormble-crn 	and skill for tho pjic 

mother's life.
 

abortion iri a crime, pu:rilshable with varying

2. 	In any other circumstances, 

on tho men', umod to procurefron 14 to 7 yoar.t depandlngtenrs of irnprisonment 

the abortion - Sevcftons 228-230 Crtm!r-l Code and Ss, 232-6 	of the Northern 

Parl Code.
 

legally
It is suggested thnt it should be a right for the woman to be tible 

phyglcian to terminate her pregnancy for reamerwble cauus , within the 
to ask i 


first three months of the pregrnay.
 



PROTECTION OF MATE:Tf-" 

Ihe are no laws ensuring ndequatu miternal medioa care for the woman. 

There are lawa, howevatr, ensuring that all wovmen tn pennnalit employment 

(a) Granted matgralty )eave - rix weecV pre-notal ard cix weeks post natal 

with fuHl pay. 

(b) Granted one working hour cach day during the fli-st Oren months after 

the birth, to feed the baby. 



V'. MFLOYME NT 

I. There Is no law agninat a married wa,nan *sking and gaining employment, 

but there it no equal work for equal pay for hlI mtogqr'ea. of women employoee. 

Sore do have equal pey - e~q. Civil :zr.-r, tfjbut even h., th- fact that they 

have "equal pay" der,not mean thpit they h~vo eiv 'l oppoitlitI.it1 for tr tning 

and promotion. 

rornskn willhin tli'- w,1 l~ of tho2.* Seclusion. of womori mensn 0at o w uimsu mrnu 

husband'b compound. Thssn wow n in 'purah,4 'o d,,!p.v irlIA: th right to take 

part irt the tc(A 1 Mit, of Lhitr co-Anmunities and a.irot1~ cv'~e r~ 

leading activo eononc uvtvc:. 

3obr as "mren's vrork" ,' vomorI'a work" 

In largeiy cultumn] .1.n Construction Indu-i ry, m n i]i yt,-wuman 

3. The clarsiftemior, of particOlar 

,,'. 


carry up, soynotimuL rava stori; , por oif h-mivy -,v(,t cojjfi'W3k c~u on 

their headn'. 

4. No vi cxu an irhFAA. b -: ,aipjoyqre. oi, o,,ql .x o. r, ;-.v, i~.ndustrial 

undertAktng _.r in any bra rich thfiareo , or ly' c~y Rilrick,"o- .niIS16 cd1,"ing. 

iTeproblen to wtntc-- 11ore ii lirml'i rA yI Ztl .Yj WaO r)tt, U It 

this to retrench ferolo unoployeoar. 

6, The tw doduc iton i ia[3 womn' )VAy i u-uair$ Afte is noa given
 

free pjy allo.vince foe children, nod thu.myth of the huabend bing wholly
 

restponsible for th6 family alovir,the). mn a frre pay niowonce on the Olfe.
 



I EDUCATTON AnDRANING,-- ~i.- - Q~~~ .. 

J1. Traditional educotioflimt th'-.y- f .w a to thos B!Cllfwhi'4)X-)Y 

wW make her a good'h&om mcer.'~-

Unfo rtUnata ly f ormal *dctonhara6iite ifaei 

are'etill~ discouraged' 'masouline aubjeotn ie Mteaicaine. 
ActviIesike dre.qmaking and hurne econoinics ae confined to girls and 

~ Aciiie1 

carpentry and rn &hbnioal technology to boys, irnorpactive of individual abiliti~s 

and interests.,, 

The introduction of UniversaL-Prftrjry Education hac enicouraged the enrolmeritd *<­

of more fernales in tchools but- in,inany tibea, failis nee nothing wrong in 

withdrawing girls from ischol to look after their siblings or help mother In 

petty trading. ' 

-2. The drop-out rate Of girls from school is twice as high as for boys batwesil 

te ages of i.Lyears and 13 years particularly In the M~oslemn Noith bacaus~oof 

the insistence on early marriage for girs.T 

-k 

3. An educated woman's status is high not orly in htr family of *ron but 

K' also in her family of marriage and with'har children. Hler education en-Able;s 

her to assist In the formal education of her children. 6eli remains a partner 

and therefore maintains a leadera4ip,position until they are adults. Such 

children in tun aje likely to grow up;:q~feotIng womon. 
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flH CUSTMI.) 'i',A. . 

'4 n ' orraspond little to the wiidely binld idea of the down-trodden slave or 

.unregarded beasts of' -jurden 

-Nevertheless,~ there are some custams which highlight the lower istatus of 

wom.enn sc~ey, hone we 'mention here are by no means exhaustiveanar 

mert-y.noe itsa pointer for further studies mn ar4J elimnaztion of nurh23.--3 

C theiwilsn knw 

Tecircum cision of pirlk 1;; probably one of the moet commoil that is, 
. 

commwon 

to all the tribes,.in Nigeoria. In somr aieas-It Ix performnel when the girl is 

a baby but In many cases it Is not done urrtil them girl har reachw] the age of 

puberty. For exarnple , amnong; i Itdiishe is r~ircimciied wliinr 15Week 

or so of her going to hor husbd13 ,aIwe rndi ,Itmust he avortainfed tiot ishe 

~ 

is a vi-rgIn or, the, day of c~rcumnclsion, Tiherv Is nt5ithet 

a morally Justifiable rNipzoi for thIflr'vtcrai. ' 

CHILD B=ETHAL 

a st [ant-iflvUy nor 

'' 

The custom of betrothing a gidr o~ild to a nian before the girl is old enoungh 

to realise or appreciate whnt ii haiiptenino has boath cultural and relgious 

basis. Achlid mtay be pmrixnb;od to Ulefiid. The fact that the friond Is old 

enough to be the girl's father Us imnterlal. lven vvh v th~r, is nat the case, 

,forcing a child Into merrlag6 cannot enhanoc_ tOn stntus (%Ithe girl. 

~ M OW Th11{rIANCE. 

The position wheroby n widow is eitheqr left in tho unhappy position of returning 

destitute t ",orown family, when she IF, to old to be 'inherIted' or alternatively 

with thb hu~band'l faily and hex soniNetaes unwilllr(gly Mriu1cted to one 

of the kinsman is not p&t1.iulrly rebi !:, a rtooern and tndix~trled world, 

1 

AA 



The g of iomip erg by no means general biut the fact that they xit 'aaf 

even in very small shousld give hii of oonemr p­ewas -

VIn some parts of the ntry -;otab"y among the n rAltho Bendel .tat eiv 

and thelbo of both Anambra rndImo Sttso,,d wd mnust shave off all her 

hair on the death of the husband and go abomtin zag, forea year, wrumaslby 

aB a sign ofmournllg herlow butrtIs not ea y to see what the haibS toC 

a doperwith a dardepertSd.Q uless ot- uo It i intnde 

2. A customnwhich i claimed to still be in oxialenco amomn the Okkobor ­

"bioblo of the Rerr and Cross iver:States - wotl se= to be a relic of 

endogamy cndI originally and still intended irn pni.ret of those who married 

outside the cltn. 

frrovidence it nippearad thmt aiwovan wl~o had espouced a man of 

another town grfew weary and fled frati himr b-,ack to her birth place. Under 

vuch crircustancar, cust~n~F-ur un&,rd lnr to th* wIll of Oma m roftafl 

the principal "companies" of the trywn. On the nl~gbt ct'her arrivnl, the chie! 

Society", twenty to thirty strong, asnembled 8t her father'5 house bringing 

gifts of palm-wino aind claiming Lul! rights overthe womnan from munrert to dawn. 

This Is ecpaa&ad by all other rccletteci orderi of rnlk. After each of the 

principal clubs had exacted fulfilniant of the custom, shoulid the woman stil. 

survive, a szmll dowry wastv r'ffarod fnr hem by so, io follow townsman and she 

is given to hin to do with her es he plen 8513 

S. Amnoagst inany tribes, .g. theG Tilcai and Houpri and saome Yoruba a, when 

a wife become pregnant, he returns V, her iarrtiy for the birth mnd rturn to the 

man only efr(- c JRis of-couretio encourages polyg.myshn has woaied the c.hild. 

and has been knoilnr to laad to orzrngmn f the5 V194' from the hilsbftnd. 

P4 
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4 4,4". '4'theb'. 4 ' child for the first '3ey or two after the birth kecause the women declare thAt the .~ 

fis mil i "iter anid quite unfit forthe e,:ld. Xntad the o14 -women in ' 

attendance' usually on* of! the clil4'r, dere%3 i to suoc1,i the 

'~4'4~'.4 ~chtid, a customn'as duisuting 4~Lle fie.l5" 

S. Th prbe fdwry ha4 already beei disauused, It munt be realised that . 44 

4'4444'. '. all aorta of conplicat~on'a are Inherent )Tztia dor ystem, u ay oe r 

asonseda the suggestion thea It sOvuld be done awndy with. 

4'~6 ~,I":There is evidence that imo'nist oome tr11 'mrj1.%dy tn the benjdel Stt, 411'. 

1~ 4 ,'. ' marrEid women are returned to their f~mily of oritgi for burial and if the I 

womanfWBwa unotnt o olne htd sity c1ildren, the wrAs considered 

."bad luck" and she must be buried Alwuial. bt~ey~4 

444 -7. A custom which to bebievnd to bA fetffl In e#dxitoo among the Gbeirl of the 

Plateau State is that a womain kikratl inoptlaatodl er frorn the rest 

~~"".o the4,~ Infat ts c4 of th,,f naond hit:f-zlZ:028faty slit to:2Me:72 ot. 4 

Many of the customs wahich iire pmrtirfularly u~a~rheto Womtan ayv encowueged
 

and fostered by the Institution dp9IyPomy.
 

Polyjgamy itioalf Ir favoured ind fvuM -nquOlly by, meom and womeni In soni.
*t 

respects the latter are the chin.! qip[orlcrr c.-thtei 'etmm, it is therefore well 

to remember this ftect whe~n attsrppttnji o i~o*v& t,144: :miaw.', be thtit arlse 

44 from customs.* Women who hanvo no eo:!tani- -4thwertorn Opinion are satisfied 

with polygamy brnd can deive Paomtnvanity fro n t, To bali-ngj among Linny may 

,j.connote the iden that the m.!n 15 rich, wbnaevor may b the ,,_tual realities of 
the sltuati~ii4 

44 4 
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4 ,,4. 4444, ~P 

.4 .44.44 ~'44'4't2 4 
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4 '.4'..' .4 Ther &re of QOW~@. edvar~agaE~ In in~4~444 1 .rloakiflg them, par oaz~ we ux~ to &dvocst* its akoXluon but nevertheless ~'4'44'I'Pt'4~ 
4'4 '".44'''. 

44
the need to pu~i~# th~ d~BbdV~?SpU whIch tend to ewiiphe clue 

the j ferLo~ Status Q~ WOrflOfl~ 
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ilip P", 
:~:~ ~ ~ ~ aUMMARY AVP PECO QI 

10 flMitexucy Ii the vtdan world Is a aol form o t os unchlooffiZ, 
.0 Euautl' f acessto edua~tion le-riot no In question bu, qaaly f 

sOpprtuitts ad aequcyof fa iitaarestill p~ls oen n 
investing a, lot in education. wometn mut the high $rap-piut iMto of 

iss 1/"" 
femalts. But Governmient may need to legislato ior c 11 UlMQy eclunation , 

to a fixed mnimum age. 

~ t,.~Ine LU ln~t~~lc o rck,-inpay for-.,, 

S work, in promotion aniZ fri.nge ben1Dflt- Wcxniki~ nwnl to work for both oeconomnic 
equity and sociml fuflnuz, thatefor theynnn bemve heL opportunity. -

One aia of lnjwstioe Is the high me of ltlGtl ot h ah a dy meagre salary. 

3. Des Ite the long rnd ,,truge frewSo r of the~~uffeUroster 

of rep ntation of women in Fgovmrsmtnt nt pohltry ni de WIon making. ve 

is pitif iy brief. Ii.' 

4. The rights of '1tz',ci1 OIfo wm n'.\ruOt 'zf$'Cnt1okn., Dughtiars 

are discriinated aganrt untiaa' C tomnnV .i'1 cesnton and wl bs hav, 

nno rights of suceasion at &Uto th ir IThU0,a, esm6tas. . 

S. The quetLon of ta refund of dowzy upon Wdie uti.irn ift marriage under 

customaw law evn whethor or ro 'th* vmoan wan t Yault or Instituted the . 

divorce proceedIngn. 

6. Tradition ?snd customs occupy a oento I liAttats of our women 

and Is ono of the inatuments that p-)pntmtgi- se ty, Any attampt to b n . -

. about a modification of equnlity mu t bn directae at the traditlonal belie.4s 

and customs,.­

7. C -ou pled with attemptr +o chanutt or m(dify tmdittonel baliefs and 

custfm 6uldb adnysttni of:A ebait thoir rlghtn e.nd 
how to make full asmof thmn. ' 
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ENCLOSURE TO 
LAGOS A- 5 

:;: .L tm.1 ':.I t- I:ORi; 2iC!: 

PRESS HELE.A E hO. C70 LAGOS, JUNE 27,. ": 

SEMINAR CALLS FOR REVIEW OF LAWS HINDEklIJG 
IDENTIFICATION OF WOMEN AS INDIVODUALS 

A n-Itional seminar has recommendec a review of -hose 

trd" ion-,] rn ;rc"i r ; :ic ot her laws that tend to hi-!cer 

the I ,rt f ; t ono c. f wni::cr ;!s individuals, p;rt Icu :r v 

in th ": as of p-nr erty er h ., ir,n'r, ma -r gonenI eritance, 

and credit facilities. 

The three-dey seminar, held in Benin-City, capit3] 

of Sendal. State, was ni rit:ly sponsored b, the Nationral 

Council of Women's Socileties and the Federal Ministry of 

H -altt .r., 5ocial We). fare. 

It :Y.-m in'd, among other things, the problern of 

Nigerian women in the rural areas and noted that in spite 

of the fact that they were responsi ble for" a I lire amount 

of the c- cr,,i ;aorl CU~t ii'IF th, ,-outlt mz ' ."" .u;rl1 S vse , 

were consideraOly non)ected in the ,r,:e. of t (Wa) Deve-

I r.nmen t. 

ThL- :;,.min ar, which ,as attended b), p rt icipa,,t 

from various parts of the Federation, -rso resolved that 

wor-)r. -' t~rtirat.- r---Wn 1- 'r uil, ire ,shuld 

L,e in\olved in the !.sorr, o: m-.nethod' and 

4
' 1 ',-d .hnl, y , i r d, ljti-r. tI t' erc 1. raed t ­

r-e :r-(L, .Zt.,ta :-nd I or~al Gove.,i,..":t:: etc oir-,,d To 

;t;) ,--.hrore ! rn, ,i .s for t.he .,du-ation and v, 0,i(Vnal 

training of wmmen s in(:e e. uc(a tion con,.tituted the iy to full 

l t t ) 4, , , i, ir r. i. r , r:r-\ reOr .rt
 

O n I 1I < 1 . . ~ 1:t j I ,' '.
; l , ] ,',' ; i , r;,] . ' .
 

enjo ned to arouse :.a. I vs -- i L I) , t tr ni: -,.i 

change in their envi romeri t. They li-,uld al so u f 3i r-.all 

available facilities to imp-ove the quality of thir lives. 

Full text of the Seminar's resolutos follows:­

/NATIONAL SEI-NAR .... 

2...AW.C_
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Vshoul~jhbe 
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(v) 

(vi) 

(vii) 

(viii) 

Strst, and loc&il Go; -nmnt beuedt 

p~Av~'rogramme for'~the edyc~tioh and'vocatioinal traini-, C, 

womaen since education is the'keyltoq~ull intear .tion of 

women in Nation lj evelopm~ent. %jl 

Induccuments should tiegiven 'to prf Snals to i 

c~~-i~ i'troir ~r'I ivjc ;-jrid work in , the, rural aoas in , 
rdr-oac erte -the-rate of-.ev' -en-of-t he--­

rural ars.'~ 

Women who ptrtcIpte in farming in the rurail ?r 

involved in the use of moen agricul LuralI 

methods and allied technology and encouraged to 

1-rtlcito morc- in :.iqrL' ural arrgprograimmes. 

Every effort should be *made to iderftfy. the talents 

of women in the rural arepys especiaf'ly in the 

consider.ition of appintmen~s into"1b6ards and 
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