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Abstract

Women's roles in rural Bangladesh and the economies of developing coun-
tries in general have been poorly documented and researched, 1hig paper
provides an analysis of women's work using a unique set of data, including
detalled information on time allocation, collected In a village In Mymensingh
PMstrice, Bangladesh, between 1976 and 1978, Women's work ls analyzed In the |
context of the powerful system of male dominance (patrlarchy) which operates In
the soclety. , batriarchy Is grounded {n control of material resources, and
supported by clements of the kinship, polltical, and rellglous gystems,
Important consequences of thg patriarchsl system are that women are placed at
risk of abrupt declines In ecomomic status; under the pres-ure ot Incieasing
poverty the proportion of women who must fend for themselves i Increasing; and
~wumen face a labor market which (s highly restricted both spatially and func-
tlonally, resviting in relatively low wages and high rates of unemployment.
The paper docunents the divislon of labor by sex, geasonal varlations in labor
utlllzation, and the structure of tle female labor warket. Implications for
fereility behavior, populatfon policy, and employment policy are considered,
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This paper examines women's work in rural Bangladesh primarfly using data
gathered In a sligle village study. Women's work §s viewed fn the context, and
as a consequence, of a powerful system of patriarchy—a set of social relatlons
with a materfal base which enables men w donlnate women.  In rural Bangladesh,
patrlarchy Interacts with cconomlc class to producze a rlgid division of labor
by sex, a hlghly seqregated labar market by sex, and a systum of stratification
which places women at risk of abrupt declines In economlc status {ndependent of
the processes of class difterentlation. We turn ilrst to an analysls of class
and patriarchy, and then to a detalled analysis of women's work using data on

time use,

Clags and Patrlarchy

fural Bargladesh is a class soclety, hlerarchically organized primarily on
the basis of ownership and control of arable land., ‘e distributlon of soclal
power and Income among households Is closely related to the distribution and
control of land. hrable land s scarce, rural arcas are densely popalated, arxd
rapld populatlon growth creates an ever Increasing squeeze on already scarce
resources.  The protortion of disentranchlsed; landless bousebolds s substan-
tlal and {ncreasing.l In analyzing agrarlan class structure, amd the pro-
cesses which result In economic differentiation, the appropriate unit of
analysiy Is the lousehold.  In rural Bangladesh, housetwlds {usually consistling
ot nuclear familles) are the primary corporate ecoxmic it (belng the locus
of productlon and consumption). Production relatlons exlst between landed and
landless houscholds and landlord and tenant households. 25 memters of corpor-
ate units, Indlviduals withlin a houschold can reasonably be seen to {(and In
fact do) face joint risks, and to jolntly rise and fall in the class hierarchy

(Caln, 1978).



There {s another system of stratification In Baneladesh, however, which
operateg not at the household level, but between males and fomales within
households, Bangladesh s a patrlarchal soctety In additlon to being a class
soclety. As a consequence, we find Lwn distinct processes of economic Giffer-
antfation occurring in the soclety. one Is the process of class formation
which governs the econoric mobllity of bousebolds. The other ls the system of
patrlarchy which governs the ecormmle mbility of women Independent of class.

Patriarchy has been dellned differently by Marxists, feminists, anthro-
pologlsts and other soclal sclentists.? we dellne patriarchy as a set of
soclal relatlons with a marerial base which enables men to dominate women. In
Bangladesh, patriarchy deccribes a distributlon of power and resources within
familles where power and control of resources rest with men, and woinen are
powerless and dependent on men. The material base of patrlarchy is men's
contrel of property, Income and women's labor. The structural elements of
patrlarchal control are Interlocklng and relnfarcing and inclule elements of
the kinshlp sy=tem, political system and reliqlon,

Kinship. The custom of patrilocal marriage removes a newly married woman
from her famiiy of blrth and places her in bar hushamnd's locallty. Preference
for Tineage and village exogamy altenuates a woman's ties with her famlly of
birth and reduces the possibllity that her fam{ly will intervene on her behalf
alter marrlage. Exogamy and physlcal separation also make it 1ess likely that
a woman wlll clalm her share of Inheritanre, or more likely that hei brothers
wlll selze control of her share of Inherited lan reqgardless of her wishes,
Arranged marrlage and differences in age at marrlage of almost 10 years place a
woman In a posltlon of subardination relatlve tn her husband at the outset of
m'a(rlaqe (Caln, 1978). Flnally, evidence from the village we stulied sojgests
that a woman does not receive a substantlal dowry upon rrmrriag(’..3 Tat s,

7zt the tlme of marriage, a woman Is not endowed wlth money or property which Is



hers alone and which represents Independent security. Instead, it {s expected
only that the bride be well-dressed when she comes to her husband's home (the
family of both the bride and groonm might contribute clcthing amx] ornaments).
It §5 common when a marrlage s registered that kabln--an amount of money which
the husband promises te pay in the event that he divorces his wife--is also
registered at the same time. Ibwever, In practlce, women rarely recelve the
kabin upon divorce,

Pollttcal system. Men monopollze politlcal power. Elected officlals,
admlnistrators, and police, are all men.4 Village counclls (salfsh) which
adjudicate most local disputes are composed excluslvely of men. Tower brokers
~-those In the village who have ties and {nfluence with officialdom outside--
are men.  Solldarlty groups (mallot) in the village which function In support
of members for the ceremony cf marriaqge, .dnnLh, and varlous rellglous occanlons
are contrelled and led by men.% TIn part because of the male domination of
political Institutions and In part because formal jullclal Institutions and
administration ate woak, particularly In rural areas, lejal protection of women
{under efther civll or Islanlc law) has been nomlnal. TIf a female lltigant in
a land dispute, for example, {5 not closely {dent!fied with and supported by a
man, she will probably lose regardless of the merits of her case.

Rellglon. 1Islan represents a strong apology for patriarchy, as we deflined
ft, as an {deology and as the normative "glue" which channels behavior and
expectations, Tslam is explicit about the sexul divislon of labor and re-
sponsibillity and, tn effect, sancti(les male dominance. According to Islam,
man 15 the carnar and woman is the server of man: "Men are the managers of the
affalrs of women, for tlat God has preferred In bounty one of them over
another, and for that thke’ have expanded their property. Righteous women are
therefore ohedlent, quarding the secret for God's glmrdinr]."6 Islan "clearly

states that men and women have thelr own spheres of actlvity—a scheme of
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functlonal divislon In accord with thelr respective natura) dispusitions and
{nherent physlcal and physiologlcal qualities and characteristics, */
Two aspects of 1slam as Intecrpreted In Bangladesh, however, have more direct
effects as instruments of pautriarchal control, Flrst are the laws of inheri-
tance and second are the manifestatlons ot purdah--the seclusion of vomen,

Muslim inherltance laws allow a daughter une-halt the share recelved by a
son. In practlce, as noted previously (Caln, 1978), we observed In our fleld
work that women frequently recelve less than thelr tighttul share under the
law. Morcover, {f a woman does inherit laxl, her husband will cultivate it
(when sccessible) as If 1t were his own., A nunber of authors have also noted
the tendency for Wwomen to rellnguish their share of Inherdtance to thelr
brother (s) as & way of galnlny favor and generating good will.8
temale modesty® (Papanck, 1973:289),  Its mandtestations In Barggtadesh include
severe restrictlons on women's movements outside thelr lmmedlate beaestead
{barl--which usuelly conslyts of an open compond surrounded and shielded by
huts, follage, and fencing) and standards of dress which hide their tace and
form. Women who move out of the homestead into the pblic, "male space,” are
considercd to be buth provocative and offenslve (Abdullah ard Zeldensteln,
1979:77) . Purdah 1s a complex Institution which entalls much wore than re—
strictions on wowen's physical mobllity and dress. It at once denles women
actess to many opqurtuniitica arkl aspects of everyday 1ite and at the same time
cont'els upon them soclal status as a protected group. Thus, in theory, purdah
both controls women and provides them with shelter and secur fty,  Whlle men
have powet and authority over women, Lthey are alse nommatively obligated o
provide women with food, clothlng, and shelter,

The rcality of thls arrangement dlverges from the ldeal, Certain women

have always been vulnerable to belng left exposed and wlthout protection.



These Include infertile women, ‘lhey also Include women who “tor one reason or
another have run atoul of the structurces of depundence fn which thelr sexual
blrthright places thes--widows, splnsters too old, wyly, or black to marry;
unnarr fed mothers; divorcees, etc.® (Ellickson, 1975).

An exanmple from the study village {llustrates women's vulnerabllity., e
of the women {n our sample was the second wite ot a relatlvely rich man, She
had been previously marrled and had a nanter of children by her former husband.
By the tlme she marrled for the second time, two of her children had died and
one daughter was alrcady marrled. tkr only livirg son jolned her in her new
husband's household.  ‘The rich husband also had chilldren by his flrst wife, all
of whom had grown up and established thelr own housicholds by the time of
hig second marrlage. When, several yvars atter the second marriage, the man
dled, all his land passed to the children of his first wife. Because the
second wlite bore him no children, nefther she nor ber son had any claim to the
husband's property upon his death, tur varfous reasony, the widow was mable
to turn to the family of her ftlrst husband for help, Consequently, she was
left with o means of support for elther herself or ler son. In the absence of
other optionsg, she turned to begyglng ftor subsistence, travelllng dally to
Mymensingh Town (some 5 miles distant) to txxy.  She was permitted to maintaln a
hut In her deceased husband's barl and she contlnues to llve tere with ber
son. Just next to ber hut lves one of her stepsons and his fanily who, aside
trom occastonal handouts, offer her no support. The great lrony of this
sftuation Is that the barl of her deceased second husband is pc'rhap“:s the
richest per caplta in the village, and her brother-in-law wio also llves in the
same barl is by far the richest man In the village. Hone of this, however, has
done the widow any good,

The widow's pllght fllustrates several points. First, it Indlicates

how dependent women's economlc status s on that of thelr husbands., As long as



the wlidow's husband was alive, sie was a member »f a weal thy houseinld and
llved accordingly. However, his death tesulted In an almost Instantaneous
decline of status for her, from belng relatively wealthy to belng a begaar,
Second, the case presents an Instance of patriarchy as a system of stratifica-
tion Independent of class, Women face a different set of rnles of economic
mobility, and a different set of risks than do men, Desplite ber tles through
marriage to the wealthy, lam‘Jnd class, the wildow was not protected, It Is
Imprtant to mte that bers was not an Isolated case. 1The risks which women of
all classes face as a consequence of patriarchy loom largt‘.g Third, the
case 1llustrates that women have li{ttle tn fall hack upon when they "rim afoul
of the structures of dependence.” he widow in mestion resorted to beqgying,
As we shall se:, there are nefther many, nor many hetter alternatives for women
In such a position,

While the reallty of patrlarchy as manifested In Banqgladesh has 1lkely
always diverged from the ldeal, with cases such as the wldow In evidence, there
Is 1ittle question that under the pressure of Increasing poverty,m the
dlvergence between theory and practice has been Increasing recently, Ideally,
a woman wonld be supported by her sons at the death of her husband. wi«lm;'hor)d
Is almost guaranteed for most women by the larqge difference betwoeen hushand's
and wife's ages at marrlage, Of course, even in times of greater affluence,
clrcumstances could result In a woman belng wldowed without any sons, or
with Immature sona. In times of greater affluence, however, stop-qap alterna-
tives would more likely ba avallabie--for example, the husband's brother might
take the widow Into his household or might formallze his Inharited responsi-
bitlity by taking tte widow as a second wife (there are still instances of this,
although they are rare). Other members of the patrilineage conld also share
responsibllity for the widow's welfare, particularly If there were surviving

sons. Unfortunately, this form of "largesse” Is a luxury which presunes a
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certain level of affluence. That Is, whether or ot he s so Inclined, the
brother has to be able to afford to support his brother's widow, While a
proportion of the current rural population of Bangladesh 1s sufficlently
affluent to support additfonal dependents, the proportion ls diminishing es
lardlessness and near landlessness increase,

The Jjoint household, another cultural ldeal in Bangladesh, {s a damestlc
form which usually permits smooth transitions for a woman throwgh the varlous
stages of her Jife and eontinued security {n the event of her hushand's death.
The joint unousehold, however, also requires a certaln anoumt of land or other
kinds of wealth to maintaln, tand gives the housebold head power ta control
his sons, and the labor required to operate the land jusiifles a larger axd
more complex househnld structure (Cain, 1978). Lland also incteases the 1ikell-
hood of generating a surplus which can bo applied to the support of dependent
kin. Without land, or with little land, the jolnt household is wnstable.

A number of recent studies In Dangladesh document the prevalence of
nuclear, as oppased to jolint, households. !l 1n char Gopalpur, only 15
percent of all households are jolnt in structure and, wlith one or two PO~
tlons, all of the joint households are located in the class of relatively larqge
landowners. Although longltudinal data on changes In househnld structure do
not exist, 't Is reasonable to speculale, given the cross-sectlonal relation-
ship between type of household structure and class, that the docunented Lrend
of Increasing poverty is linked to a trend of Increasing housielnld “nucleari-
zatlon.” 1f such Is fndeed the case, then women, who are especially dependent
on klnshlp boils for thelr security, stand to suffer the most from this trend.

The erosion of the jolnt household, however, {s but one symptom of the
underlylng strain which ypoverty places on the bonls of obligation between kin
and, more speciflcally, on men's fulfillment of thelr normative obligatlions

toward women, In other ways, too, the patriarchal system in Bangladesh appears
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“o ve in a state of disequllibrium. The kinshlp, pulitical, and tellglous
Institutions which support male dominance and authorlty remaln strong and
Intact, while the assoclated sanctions which ensure that males carry out thelr
responsibilities to women have weakened., WIth the pressure of Increasing
poverty, thls outcome ls predlctable, since male authority has a materlal
base while male responsibllity s normatively controlled. tormatlve control,
while powerful, I3 nevertheless relatively malleable In the face of economic
necesslty,

While this outcome may not be surprising, it s certalnly alarming,
because the system {9 generating Increasing numbers of women (such as the widow
in the case above) who must fend for themselves In an envirorment which pre-
sents few opportunlties for dolng so, As the proportion of landless households
in the population is a good Indicator of the proqress of rural class dliferen-
ttatfon, so the proportion of female headed households Indlcates the extent of
patrlarchal differentiation.”™ In Char Gopalpur (the village we stiudied),
there were at the tlme of our census in 1976, 22 female-headed households, 6.4
percent of all houselnlds. Table | ahows the dlstributlon of all nvnr—mnr.rled
women in the village by marital status and relatlonship to head of house-
hold. One can see that almost all of the female heads of househnld are widows.
Out of a total of 70 widows In the village, 29 percent head Indeperxient house-
holds. Only 59 percent of all widows achieve the securlty of belng Integrated
members of theltr son's households. Other studies show simllar or higher
proportions of {emale-headed households. A 1974 census of villages In Matlab
Thana, Comilla, conducted by the Cholera Research Laboratory, showed that out
of 45,030 households, 7.4 percent were headed by widows and other currently
unmarried women (Ruzicka and Chowdhury, 1978}, In a village In Rajshabht
district of Bangladesh, Fllickson (1975) found that women headed 16 percent of
all households and, moreover, that 49 percent of all widows and other adult
unmarrled women hegded thelr own households.

8
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Table 1 Distributlon of Ever-Marrled Women by Relationship te
Bead of Household and Marital Status, Char Gopalpur, 1976

Marital Status

Relatlon Currently
to head marr fed Widowed Divorced Separated All Women
N N N N N
Head - 20 1 1 22
Wife 315 - -~ - 315
Dawghter 3 2 4 6 15
D-In-law 65 1 - - 66
M.ther - 41 - - 41
M-{n-law - 3 - - 3
Sister - 1 1 k] 5
S-In-law 2 2 - - 4
Total 385 70 6 10 m

Female-headed hcnseholds are poor elther becauge thelr deceased husbands
were already poor, because the widow had no claim on her husband's prorerty
{es In the example we clted), or because they lost land since the husband's
death. Tn Char Gopalpur, 17 of the 22 female-headed househnlds are landless,
and the remalning 5 own very little land, less than ehough to support them. 1In
Ellickson's viilage, only 4 out of 31 female-headed households oined enough
land to provide for household subslstence.

The predlicament of these women and thelr households, and of other poor
women who, of necessity, must generate income on their own, 15 that the same
patrlarchal structures which force them Into relatlve seclusion In the house-
hold compound, also deny them access to most forms of market work. In Rangla-
desh, a d!vlsl.on of labor among household members has evoived whereby women

9



speclallze In work inslde or ncar the homestead and men speciallze In work
outside the home, This divislon Is, of course, consistent with the noms of
purdah, but also engenders a powerful element of patrilarchal control wer
women, enforcing women's dependence on men by denylig them direct access to
Income-earning opportunities, ‘his sexual divislon of labor applies in large
part to all women, regurdless of economle status or howselnld structure., As a
cohsequence, women are totally excluded from most agricultural wage enployment.
{desplte belny able to perform the work) and the costs, In terms of lous of
dignity and varlous forms of dabuse, of engaging In other types of work which
require movement ovutstde the homestead (pettv tradling for exanple) are very
high Indeed. While abrupt downward shifts {n women's economic status are the
most dramatlc consequence of the putriarchal system, the cffects of patriarghy
on the lves of women are pervasive, and 1t Is In thls context that we shall

analyze women's work In rural tangladesh.

HWomen's Work

Existing knowledge about rural labor utilizatlon for Loth men and women in
Bangladesh s extremely scant. For example, compared to other South Aslan
counL‘rlc:s, Indla {n particular, there have been ranarkably few tarm managenent
studies In Banglodesh (see Clay and Khan, 1977}, o date, there has been only
one publlshed study which measured labor utilization prosiectively, to permit
analysis of seasonal varlation In cinployment (Habibullah, 1962). Without
exception, to our knowledge, the existlng farm manajanent studles (Includiig
Habibullah's study) have not differentiated between wale and funale labor,
refercring Instead to unpald "family labor® whica 1s Inclusive of women and
children,12

Nor are census data very reveal ing about women's work. e Bangladesh
Census adhcres to the “labor force approach,” definlng the labor force as those

of the predeflned working age population who are "economically active,”
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In Bangladesh, working age population was deflned as all personyd aged 5 and
above In the 1974 census, and all ajed 10 and above In the 1961 census, “fco-
nomically active” was defined as worklng for proflt, wage or salary helping,
without remuncration, another family menber work for profit or waye; or looklry
for such work. For non-agricultural work the reterence period was the week
before the census; In the case of agricultural work, the reference period wus
indefinite,

The labor force approach was developed In the Unfted States during the
depression In order to get better measures of current wanployment (Standing,
1978). ‘Mls approagh was deslyned for, and 15 best sulted to, an economy in
which the dominant form of economic activity ls stable wage anployment, The
underlylng concepts and definftions are extracely dlftlcult to apply to econo-
mies such as Bangladesh, where much of PrU\vilL‘Llun fs fam{ly-based and for tome
consumptlon, where the agricultural cycle generates sharp séasonal varl-
atlon in activity, where the length of tie wotking day 14 not witform, where
most wage work Is for dally wages, and where many Indlviduals emnjage In a
varlety of economlc activiticvs in a varfety of sectors In the course of a
slngle year. For Bangladesh the standard labor force approach, even with
scrupulous and careful fleld work, yl‘uld;i categor les and {ndlces which reveal
little about the nature and extent of people's economfc activity., wWhen one
consfders the practical difffculties of ldarge-scale data collection In rural
Sangladesh In addition to the conceptual ditticulties, reported female rural
labor torce participation rates (e.gy., 1Y percent {n 1961) becéme virtu-
ally unfnterpretable, 3

In the followlng analysls of women's work, we use data on time allocatlon
collected In the villaje of Char Gopalpur, Mywensingh District in 1977, In our
study of the village we collected 24-hour time budgetys from both male and
female members of 114 households (all ajed 4 and above) every 15 days through-
out the year.” The data reported here represent 25 observatlons on each

11
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eligible household member, beginning In late December 1976, through early
December 1977. Time use surveys represent a logfical extension of the be-
havioral (In contrast to the normatlive) labor force ajmroach. ‘he time use
approach has the advantage of greater (Jexibility in categorizing work and
measuring the work day and can better capture occupatlonal multipliclity and
seasonal varlation In work time inputs.

A description of the vi}lage setting and economy appear In an earller
paper on the labor ol children (Caln, 1977b). Briefly, the village Is poor and
densely populated with approximately one-third of all housebolds landless, ami
the remalnder, for the most part, ownlng very small plots. Agriculture dami-
nates, with the majorlty of households depending on elther cultivation or
agricultural wage laber as the primary source of Income. Fishing, ppetty
trading, animal husbhandry, and monaqricultural wage labor provide additlonal
sources of Income, A few men are employed In the formal sector with jobs In
the government or In a jute mill falrly close by. 1he techmology of agricul-
tural production Is very simple; all enerqgy Is provided by elther 'amans or
bullocks. The major crops are rlce and jute. 1The land Is fertile, usually
supporting two crops a year; however, ylelds are low because Irrlgatlon Is
uncontrolled and few modern Inputs are applled.

The technology of household productlon 1s also primitive, There Is no
electriclty or tunning water In the village. Collecting fucl and carrylng
water are both time-intensive actlvities. Food enters tiw htousehold In forms
that require much processing before belng consuned.

The division of labor by sex. ‘he outllnes of the household division of

laber were sujgested in the previous section. ‘That is, women tend to speclal-

lze In work which keeps them close to the homestead {food processing and
preparatlion, household malntenance, cultlvatlon of vine and other crops located

In or near the homestead, and animal husbandry), while men speclalize In work
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outside the homestead (rice and jute cultlvation, tradlng, and other forms of
market work).

Sumnary distributlons of time allocation for ever-married men and women In
the sample are presented In Table 2. 1The tQI)le reports the average number of
hours allocated to 12 categories ol work per person-day over the whale of
1977. 1he flgures thus represent the distribution of total labor time rather
than time aliocation in a typlcal day. The work categories are by and large
self-explanatory, but detalled definitions are given !n the notes, The 12
categorirs are [urther aggregated Into two sumary groups according to whether
the work 1s Income-earning (i.e., generates Income In cash or kind for the
worker, or contributes to physical capltal foonatlion) or constltutes nonincome
home production (1.e., producing services for home consumptlon) 5

Comparing [irst all males and all f,bmales (colunns 3 and 6), we find that
average hours ot work per day over the whole year are roujhly the same, 8.13
for males and B.29 for females. Of total work time, however, men allocated 85
pertent (7.04 hours) to Income-earnlig work, and only 15 percen: (1.29 hours)
to home productlon. In contrast, most of the labor of women was allocated to
Ipme production (81 percent and 6.68 hours), with only 19 percent (1.61 hours)
in Income-earning work. The locus of all the activities grouped under home
ptoduction. with the occaslonal exceptlon of collecting [lrewood, is the
homestead. M the other hand, the locus of Income-earning actlvities, with the
exceptlon of handlcrafts, hut constructlon, seme anlmal care and some crop
production, Is outslde the homestead. Overall, the majorlty of men's Income-
earning Jabor time (64 percent) lIs split equally between wage work and own crop
production. Trading, "other income” (primacily [lshing), and animal care {14,
12 and 8 percent, respectively) account for all but a small fractlon of the
rest. In comparison, a dispropcrtionate amount of women's frcome-earning time

fs allocated to hendicrafts and hut construction. Of men's home production
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Average Hours worxed Per Ferson-Day, by Sex ind Economic Ciass

Tapnle 2 . 5
for Ever Married Persons in Char Sopalpur, 1977
Hiles Females
GH wns R Cwns ~H Owns HH Ownis
Activities? nalf Acre (%) More Tian (%) Tatal (%) Half Acre (%) More Than {»; Total (%)
or Less Half Acre Males Or Less Half Acre ‘emales
() 12) {3) (4) (5) {s)
Animal Care 09 {1) .8 (1) .83 ( 6) .16 {2) 12 (n 14 {2)
Crop Preduction 79 {9) 1.20 {42) 2.26  {27) st {2) .35 {4 .2 (3)
Handicrafts .0 () .04 (n .03 {0) .33 {4 2 {: .28 (3
Traging 1.57 (17) .80 { 9) .58 {12} 1€ [ .0 { 0) .07 (n
Wage work 4.35 [47) .52 (12) 2.26  (27) 1.04 (13) .05 () .49 {6y
dther income 1.32 {14) .52 (7) a3 {10} .35 ( ¢} .07 (n .20 (2)
Hut Construction 1 (1) .18 { 2 a8 (2) .15 { 2) .15 {2) .15 (2
income Earning
(subtotal) 3.25 (89} 6.27 (81) 7.04 (3S) 2.4C {30) 0.95 (12) 1.81 (19)
Rice Processing .00 {0) .02 { 0} .01 (©) .53 (n 1.89 (22) 1.29 (16)
Firewood .07 (1) .04 (1) 05 (1) .46 { &) .27 { 3) .36 { 4)
Housework .89 (10) 1.39 (17) 1.14 {(14) 1.88 (23) 2.12 (25} 2.C1 (24)
Faod Preparation .04 (0) .02 (0) .3 {(9) 1.92 (24) 2.48 (29) 2.23  (27)
Childcare .03 ( o) .07 {n 0S (1) s (1) .75 {9 .30 (10)
Non-lncome_ Home
Production 1.04 () 1.45 (19) 1.29  (19) 5.82 {70) 7.52 (88) §.68 (81)
(subtotal)
Tatal uYork 9.29 {100) 7.1 (100) 3.33 (00} 3.03 (100) 3.50 {100} 8.29 (100)
Jersons S 83 138 ’8 95 174
Tota!} N
Person-days 119 1760 2879 1633 2069 3702



Notes to Table 2

Animal Care includes collecting fodder in addition te tending and caring
Tor animals,

Crop Production includes all field operations, for all crops, from clearing
Vand Through harvest, carrying to bari, threshing, and marketing where
applicable; processing by-products, seed preparation and storaqe; tree,

vine, and all kitchen garden cultivation; all other associated activities
such as plot inspection, supervision, purchase of Inputs, maintaining or
repairing tnols, negotiating sharecrop contracts, arranging credit, and
registering land, [xcluded are rice processing activities beginning with
parbeiling paddy.

Handicrafts includes all activities associnted with sewing quilts (piece
rate), bhamboo weaving, and olher crafts, for sale or home consumption,
Trading includes petty commodity trading simply fnvolving purchase and
resale; small businesses which involve soms intermediate processing {(e.q.,
purchasing unhusked paddy, husking it at hoae, and selling husked rice);

and other "business" such as operating a small shop and labor contractor,
Wage Work fncludes agricuttural, non-agricultural, temporary (daily) or
permanent, reqardiess of location,

Other Income Work includes fishing, reqardless of scale of oprration and
associated activities; other hunting and gathering activities; begaing;

and self-coployed skilled work, such as carpenter, midwife, deed writer.

Ilut Construction Includes construction and vepair of own home and property
{not already covered above).

Rice Processing includes parboiling, husking, drying, cleaning and winnowing,
and associated activities,

Firewood Collection includes scavanging for tinder, wood, and other fuel,
and activilies such as miking dung cakes for fuel.

Housework includes carrying water, cleaning huts and hamestrad, washina
clothes and dishes, serving meals, preparing houka, and running errands

Aso includes shopping for household items.

Tood Preparation includes cooking, qrinding spices and pulse, washina, peeling,
cutling fond, etc.

Child Care includes care of own children, breastieeding, and care of "others"
{which accotnts for a very small amount of child care time),

This refers ta total person-days present for Interview. Fxcluded are cases of
missing data and days absenl from the village. Because of these exclusions,
total person-days are not divisible by 25, Permanent servants in richer
househalds are excluded.
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time, almost all s accoumted for by shopping for consumer goods (Included In
"housework™). Although women have complete responsibility for preparing meals
at home, they do mt themselves go tc the market to make purchases, Because nf
the strictures of purdah and the distance of the bazaar from the village
(3/4-2 miles depending on where one Is located in the villaje), men do the
shnpplng.”’ Men allocate very 1llttle time to child care, food preparation,
flrevood collection, rlice prlocessinq, or other kinds of housework, In con-
trast, food preparation, housework, and rice processing together accoumt for 67
percent of women's labor time.

Aggregate patterns of work time allocation mask Important ecomomlc class
differences for both men and women. Columns (1)-(2) and (4)-(5) In Table 2
distlngulsh for men and women, respectively, work time allocatlon for mepbers
of households owning a half-acre of arable land or less (colunns (1) and (4))
and members of households owning more than a half acre.!? Of the 114 house-
holds In our sample, S8, or 51 percent, own or control half an acre or less.
Of these, 38, or 32 percent, own no arable land at all. A compar {son of rich
and poor males shows major differences In time allocatlion. Forty-two percent
(3.20 hours) of the labor time of richer men 1s devoted to crop cultlvation,
while this activity accounts for only 9 percent (.79 hours) among mor men,
Wage work (47 percent of all work time), trading, and fishing (which accounts
for most of the 1, 32 h?urs In "other Income™) occupy the majority of morer
men's time. With the exception of "housewnrk" (which, as noted, {n the case of
men Is primarily shopplng), however, the time allocated by both rich and
poor men to home production {s wniformly small,

Poor women (column 4) spend more than twice the time 1;1 Income-earning
work (2.40 hours versus 0.98 hours) than do rlcher women {colunn 5). Most of
this difference Is accounted for by the 1.04 hours (13 percent of all work

time) that poorer women allocate to wage work, 1he distribution of time within
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the category of home production Is slmilar for both classes of women, with the
major exceptlon belng that the richer class spends 22 percent (1.89 hours) of
total work tlme processing rice compared to 7 percent (.53 hours) for the
foorer class.

While class differences in time allocatlion are quite apparent for both men
and women, It Is nevertheless remarkable how Inflexible the sexual division of
labor is across class. Thus, although poor women do engage In wnge work and
other activitles which are elther typlcally male or which take them outside of
the homestead moch more than richer women, the total amoumc of time {nvolved s
small,  For poor women, time in trading, wage work, and "other Income® together
total 1.55 hours--19 percent of thelr total work time, and 21 percent of the
average hours spent In the same activities by toor men. Moreover, while (t {5
not clear fram Table 2, the great majority of women's earning time s devoted
to employment which {s pecullarly female--that Is, rlce processing and service
as servants In richer househnlds.

The rlgldity of the sexual divislon of labor across ecomomlc class s a
reflection of the power of patrlarchy In the soclety. In the absence of a
sy*:‘.tem of male demlnance (or with a weaker system), we can speculate that need
alone would dlictate a hlgher level of Income-earning activity by poor women.
Why patrlarchy Is perpetuated In the face of the joverty that exists [n the
lower economic class 1s a compl leated but Important question. ‘That men berefit
materially from the power that they exerclse over women is clear, First, they
are provided with services and amenitles which they would otherw!se have to
provide for themselves or do wlthout entirely. Second, there ls at least
qualitatlve evidence that the distribution of food and consumer goods within
the household favors men In general and adult men the most.18 lLess tangible
but probably no less Important beneflts include satlsfactlon galned from
excluslve access to varlous aspects of soclal life and a feellng of impor-
tance. 19
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While such benefits may accrie to all men, to richer men greater benefits
accrue, and they are In a much better position to savor them. 1This Is sug-
gested by a comparlison of total hours worked In Table 2. when total work time
is dlsaggregated by economlc class, we see not only that women in richer
households work more than men (8.50 compared to 7.71), but that with rising
eccnomic status, women's wrrk actually lncreases from B.03 hours per day to
8.50 hours per day. In contrast, men's work time decreases almost two hours
per day on average, from 9.29 amongy the poor to 7.71 among the relatively rlich.
It {5 probably correct to say that with an iIncrease In economlc status, the
burden of work decreases for men while for women It remalns the same.?? That
Is, richer men hire agricultural labor (or sharecrop land out) instead of
working themselves. Just bs the demand for agricultural labor Increasns with
slze of holding, so too does the demand for home productlon labor, not only
because of Increased demand for rlce processing labor, but aiso because house-
hold and homestead size tend to Increase. 1The kind of substitutlon of hired
labor for own labor, however, that seems to occur for men, does not occur for
women, at least not to the same extent. Men galn because expendlture on wages
for female servants or rice mllling charges Is avoided. 1helr gafn is at the
expense of women.

Poor mer. do not have the optlon of redicing thelr wotk ioad. Anorg the
poor, the fact that men work more than women s primarily explained by the
limited opportunitles for expanding women's income-earning work. While these
women may appear to have greater "lelsure” than men, It s wmllkely that it
affords them much comfort, glven thelr mverty.21

Even If the present system of patriarchy, with lts assoclated limited
market for women's labor, were, on balance, mater {ally disadvantageous to poor
men (and it is not clear that such Is the case), It ls unlikely that the system

would be serlously undermined, as long as relatively rich men continued to



benefft. Although patrfarchy createa a certaln solidarity among men, It does
not Interfere with the class hierarchy which sepirates them, or the power and
dependence relationships between them,

Seasonal varlation in work. 1The annual agricultural cycle results in
substantial seasonal varfation fn the ecommic activity of both men and women.
Seasonal peaks in activity coinclde with the harvest and processing of the amon
rice crop, beginning in late tovember ax continuing throuh early January, and
the harvesting and processing of the aus rice and jute cropa, beginning in June
and continuing thromh July. Of the cropped area In the village, the 1976-1977
amon crop accounted for 36 percent of the total, and the 14/7 aus and jute
crorg comblned accounted for an alditlonal 45 percent,

Figure 1 plots the monthly absolute deviatlons from annual mean hours
worked for ever-married men and women In howseholds owning more than half an
acre. Panel 1 of Flgure 1 plots monthly varlations In tntal wirk time and
Panel 2 plots monthly varlations In tome prodiction time for women and Income—
earning time for men, Althoigh the seasonal trend line for women lags slight-
ly behind men's, male and female flictuations In economic ativity correspond
closely. The lag s, of coutse, dw to the respective roles of men and women
In the production process, with men special fzing In harvest and preharvest
activities, and women speclalizlng [n postharvest activitles. In Panel 2,
women's peak perlods of activity In December-January, Junexluly, and early
December are primarily diue tn extra time allecated to rice processing activi-
tles. A relatfvely slack perfod for both men and women beqina after the aus
rice and jute harvest and postharvest peak, during the height of the ralny
season and Ramadan (Auqust 16-September 14 in 1977), the Islanic month of
fasting,

In contrast tn the coordinated and marked seasonal swings In women's home

productlon work and men's Income-earning work, seasopal variation {n men's home
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work and vomen's Income-earning work (Panel 3) s relatively slight. For men,
the apparently sharp rise In home production time In Angust-September ls
explalned by Inordinately long perlods spent at the bazaar shoying for the
household. As noted earller, the bazaar Is a center of soclal actlvity and
trips to the market for whatever produc:tive purpose (e.q., selling produce or
making purchases) also sarve as recreation for men. The prak In female Income-
carning tlme In February-March Is the result of a busy period In garden culti-
vatlon (particularly squash, pumpkin, and beans), hut repalr, and handicrafts
(primarlly sewing qulilts). With the exception of these two peaks, however,
there is little fluctuatlon In men's time lnputs to home production, or women's
time Inputs to Income-earning work. 7his further {1lustrates the rigidity of
the functional dlvision of labor between the sexes. Male and female labor
are not homogeneous; they are not substitutable under the present clrcum-
stances. The correspondence of seasonal varlatlon In men's and wamen's work
evident In Panels 1 and 2 shows that the two types of labor are highly comple-
mentary. There ls no Indicatlon, however, glven different peaks In lalwr
demand for men and women, that m-n Increase thelr work time In order to ecase
work loads of women, or vice versa.

The agricultural cycle In large part determines the ajqregate danand for
hired lzbor In the village and thus the seasonal [luctuations {n economic
actlvity among the poor. In contrast to the sltuatfon of relatively rich
women, however, seasonal varlations In thn total work of or women are Influ-
enced mare by varlatlons of {ncome-earning time than lome production time.
Flgure 2 plots the monthly absolute deviations In work time from the annual
averages for men and women In poor households (l.e., owming a half acre or
less)., Panel 1 of Flgure 2 plots varlations In total work time; Panel 2
plots varlations In income-earning time for both men and women; and Panel 3

plots varlations In bome production time, ‘There are clear similarities between
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the rich and poor In seasonal patterns of total work time for both men and
women (Panel 1). ‘hus, for men, work peaks In November-Januiry and {n May-
June, with a slack perlod In July-Gieyptember. For women, the most pronounced
peak {s In June—July, followed by an extended slack perfod. Itbwever, there are
also clear differences. TPor example, poor men experlence two distinct troughs
(January-April and July-October) while rich men heen only one (July-October).
For landless men, agricultural employment [s hard to find after the end of
the amon harvest and before weeding of aus and jute begin in April. Vegetable
crops and the boro (winter) rlce crop which are harvested durlng that perlod do
not create much employment, and land for aus andd Jute 13 usnally prepared and
sown by family labor.

Whlle seasonal varlatlons In total work are toujhiy comparable for vich
and poor women, the principal source of varlation s home preduction for the
former and Income-carning work (primarily wage work) for the latter. The major
source of wage employment for poor women throughout the year is rice proces-
sing. ‘e June-July peak In women's Income-earning time (Panel 2) combines
wage work In tlce processing and In sepavating jute flbre rom lts stalk.
Signiflcantly, this peak and other {lustuations in [wor women's Income-earning
time correspond more closely to the seasonal pattern of rlcher women's home
production time than the pattern of poor men's Income-earning time, 1hls
attests to the extreme segmentation of male and female rural labor markets.

Among the poor, there Is some Indlcatlion that women's Income-earnling
actlvity Increases at times when men's activity ls relatlvely low. In Panel 2,
there are small peaks In female Income-earning time during February-March and
Aiyust-Geptember, both perlods of relallive slackness for poor males., This
could suggest that wlves' market work ls responsive to varlations {n husbands’
actlivity, however the evidence ls too weak at this oint to warrant a firm

2

5
conclusion. « It s nevertheless clear for the poor, as for the relatlyely
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rich, that male labor does not substlitute for female home productlion labor,
regardless of the level of female Income-earning activity. 72a In the case of
the rich, the level of howe production time {5 relatlvely Invarfant througbout
the year for poor men (Panel 3, Flgure 2).

kl_g)_ngz_n_.'__L_‘-_k_'p_ri‘qnh_d__tjllf__l_lm_[_e__(_,‘j'_{.‘_l_(_?- A woman's progression through her life
ts marked by a serles of transltlons in status, Transition events usaally
Include marrlage, the death of her father-In-law, and the death of her husband,
The periods In a woman's 11{fe which thesa events danarcate and the assaciated
status' are (1 terms of the woman's relationshlp to the head of household)
those of daughter, dawghter-in-law, wife, and mother, Different patterns of
work, hours worked, and authorlty relatlons with other women In the house-
hold characterlze each of these perlods, Two aspects of wumen's 1ife cyules
have partlcular significance for the social control of women and the perpetin-
tion of patrlarchy. mne s the process of sex-role soclalizatlon during
childhood, 1The second fs the hierarchy that exists between women of different
status In the same household. In general, older women dominate younger women
{L.e,, mothers-in-law dominate daujhters-1n-law, elder brothers' wives daninate
younger brothers' wives, etc.). 1This age stratification mong women allles
older women to patrlarchal interests (becmse both share domination and explol-
tatlon of younger women) and also glves the younger women somethlng to look
forward to with advancing _aqe.zj

Young girls spend most of thelr chlldhood learning the work roles, skills
and tasks which constitute the women's share of the division >f labor.?' The
process ls largely one of learning by dolng, and thus younq girls also spend
most of thelr childhood warking, C(hlldren of both saxes work long tours at
early ages. Chlldren hegin to work In many cctlvities as yoimg as ages 4, 5,
and 6. By the age of 13 thay work on average as long or longer than adults.
Thils Is true of female children reqardless of economic class. More signifl-
cant Is the fact |§Iv,1tlttl1tz cexual division of labor manifests .Jdtself ‘trom the
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beginning. An earlier analysis of the participation of children In a large
variety of economlc activities concluded:

For male children there is little overall participation in house-

keeping or food preparation; likewlse for females there Is very

little participation In marketing activities or, with the exception

of harvesting chillies and potatoes, in agricultural field opera—

tlons. For virtvally every type of task, such speclalizatlon is

evident. {For example} with regard tn anlmal husbaviry, boys tend
cattle, which Involves extenslve grazing amnd scarching for fodder,
while glrls tend chickens. With regard to home wpkeep, men and boys
repair mat walls and thatched roofs, while young girls repalr mud
floors.
{Cain, 1977b:212 and Table 2)
Such a thorough division of tasks at very young ages enjenders unambiguons
and powerful norms reqgarding appropriate work roles and responsibllities of
males and females,

A young woman's apprenticeship does not end at the time of her marrlage.
Aftec jolning her hushand her work 1Is usmally closely supervised by the hus-
band's mother .23 During the Inltlal period of marrfage, a dauhter—in-law's
alllgence and skil1l are critically evaluated by elder women in the household,
and if fault Is found the elders will Intervene. For many actlvities, rice
processing at the height ol the harvesting season for exmple, the mother—in—
law will actually allocate tasks to the daghter-in-law and directly control
her labor. The extent and perlod of subordination obviously varles, however,
even after the son and dauwghter-in-law have established a separate household
{usually In the same bari), th» mother-in-law's authority will continue to be
felt. A woman galns Increasing autonomy with age ad the birth of her chil-
dren. The death of the father-in-law will undermine the authority of the
motheer-in-Jaw but not ellminate it. The cycle 15 complete when a woman's flrst
daughter-in-law enters har housetold,

Flgure 3 shows the average hours ol work per day of ever-married women by

economic class and relatlonshlp to head of household. The results suggest

25



Figure 3 Average Houre of Work for Ever Married Women

by Relation to Head of Houeshold and Economic Claee
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first, that as women advance In status within the [ousehold, things do indeed
get better. The total work time of daughters-in-law (9.7 hours) on average
exceeds that of wlves (8.3 hours) and s almost double that of mothers (5.1
hours). Second, within status groups (l.e., mother, wife, daughter-in-law),
total work time is relatively Invarlant across economic class. As noted
before, age stratification among women strenghthens the patrlarchal system,
The simllarlty of varlatlons In work time by status for both rich and poor
women s consistent with powerful and pervasive prtriarchal control. Third,
while women beneflt In Increased leisure and power over younger women as they
advance In status within the bowsehnld, these galns ai: forfelted If, after the
death of thelr husbands, they do rot remaln Integrated In thelr son's house-
hoid. The sltuation of widows who head thelr own houselnlds stands In stack
contrast to that of thelr more fortunate peers, poor mothers of household
heads. The former work B.6 hours per day as compared with S.1 hours for poor
mothers. Moreover, the relatlve Independence of female heads also requires
that they work much longer hours on average In {ncome~earning activities,

Childrearing and work. Child care In rural Bangladesh ls most time-

fntensive for women during the flrst few years of a child's life. Durlng this
perlod the majority of a woman's time Input to chlld care (as we deflne {t) s
devoted to breastfeedirqg. Althotgh chlldren are typlcally breastfed for very
long perlods in Danq]ade:;h,zr’ the amount of care that they recelve after aje
3 1s relatively minor. It Is difficult to assess the extent to which child
care represents a constralnt to women's market work, Independent of the effects
of the more general syrtem of patriarchy. lbwever, we do have some evidence
that Income-earning time declines, at least for the poor, with the presence of
very young children (less than two years of age). Table 3 and Figure 4 show
hours worked for currently married women only, by economic class and age of

youngest child. Among richer women, who In any case do not participate in



Table 3
Average hours worked per person-day by age
of youngest child and economic class, for
currently married women in Char Gopalpur, 1977

Households owning Househoids owning more
a half acre or less than half an acre
Activity Women with HWomen without Women with Women without
children young children children young children
age 0-1 age 0-1
Income Earning .96 2.17 .88 .99
Chi1d Care 1.76 .76 1.31 .62
Jther home production 6.10 1.95 7.58 6.76
lotal Work 8.82 7.88 9.77 8.37
i 18 36 24 61
erson-Nays 188 773 548 1318
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Figure 4 Ave orage Houre of Work for Cu urrently Married Women
By age of Young at Child and Economio Claea
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market work which takes them outslde the tome, average time in Income-earning
work 1s the same (one hour) for women with young chlldren and those with-
cut. In terms of total work time, richer women with young children work
conslderably more on average than those without, Much of the difference would
aprzar to be due to Increased chiid care time (1,31 versus .62 hours), however,
other home production time also seems to Increase, Among poor women, the
presence of young children would seem to have a slgnificant Impact on women's
Income-earning activity. Poor women without young children work on average
about twice the number of hours in Income-earning activities as women with
young children, As In the case of richer women, child care time, other home
production time, z;nd total work time Is qgreater for poor women with Infants
than those without,

The apparent aegatlve effect of Infant child care on market work partici~
patlon Is weakiy rubstantlated by regression analysis, Tabloe 4 presents the
results of a regression analysls of time In Income-earning work (both total
Income—earning hours and hours in wage work, trading, and other incesne work
only) on presence of young child (dichotomous varlable), aqe of woman, ‘and
value of houselnld assets, ‘These equatlons were estimated using ordinary least
squares for the whole sample of currently married women, and for poor women
alrne. Metric coefficients with standard errors are presented. while the
coefficlents for presence of chlldren are slgnificantly negative for all the
equatlions, the relatlonship Is not strong. In most cases the coefficient for
presence of young child Is only slightly greater than twice the standard error.

',M one would expect, the trade—off between child care time and Income-carning
time fs most pronoimced among the poor.

While the neqative Impact of child care on female market work is an
Important finding, Implying perhams a reductlon In welfare for poor women and
their household, following the birth of a child, Its slgnificance must be kept
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Table 4
Regression analysis of income earning work time
of currently married viomen, Char Gopalpur, 1977

Dependent Varfables

A1l currently Poor currentlg
married women married women
Independent Total Income Outside lncomF Total Income Outside Income
Variables Larning Time Earning Tine® Larning Time Larning Time
Presence of
young child
(d1chotomous -.468 -.387 -1,22 -, 880
variable) (.223)¢C (.196) (.44) (.m2)
Age of woman .008 ~.002 -.001 -.007
(.008) (.007) (.016) (.015)
Value of
houschold -.000004 -.000073 -. 00006 -.00008
assets (taka) (.000002) (.000001) (.00004) (.00004)
Intercept 1.28 .0876 2.40 1.9
R2 (unadjusted) .09 .06 .19 15
N 133 133 52 52
2 household owning half an acre of land or less
2 total time in wage work, Lrading, and other income work only

numbers in parentheses are standard errors
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In perspective. 1In particular, it does not follow that the time demands of
chlldbear {ng or rearing are the mcst important or even a major factor affecting

" elther the kinds of market work women engage In (e.q., Informal vs, formal;
near the home vs. away from the home) ot their averall rates of particistion
In rural sangladesh.2? Sueh a conclusion cannot be reconclilat with the fact
that In other socletles in South Asla (Muslim Incluied), with similar reqimes
of lertility, women's mrticipation In market work {s often as high as men's,
and In all cases seens to be greater than that of women In Bangladesh, 28
‘Furt)mrmore, such a conclusion clashes with the qross urieremployment (relative
to men) of female heads of households, who we know are not constralned by
childrearing responsibilities and who must mrticipate {n the labor market in
order to survive (see Flgure 3). 1he underemployment of these women and poor
women {n general relative to men s pelmaclly a consequence of highly seqre-
gated markets for male and female labor, with the employment opportimities on
Ithe female side many fewer than on the male side, e degree of labor macket
segregation is not slmply a neutral accomodation of women's chlldrearir; role.
Rather market seqregation Is both a consequence of and a means for perpetuating
the system of matrlarchy.

{:fgiggaﬁteﬂ_l_aggg_g@_r_&gtﬁ. In rural Bangladesh, more so than In many
underdeveloped agrarian socletles, the evidence for sex-segregated (or seg-
mented) labor markets Is clear and unamblguous.  The market for a woman's labor
s normally (there are ex;‘eptions) demarcated both physlcally and functionally,
‘The physlical limits of the market for a particular woman's labor are described
by a clrcle with a radlus of 200-100 yards with her homestead as the center of
the clrcle. he radius of the clrcle will vary depending on the size of the
village nelghborhoad (para) In which she 1lves, the homogene ity of her para In
terms of kinship and other soclal criteria, and the r]eéree of her or her

husband's soclal Integration within the pata. e preclse slze and shape of
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the area demarcated s, of course, not Important, what ig Immortant is that,
geographically, the market for the labor of any given wemean is mmall, and the
ol of potential employers 15 1imited by the condition that some sort of prior
soclal telationshlp exists between the woman seeking work and the employer.
The relationship night be basad on kinship, joint membership {n a mallot (sce
above), alleglance of a woman's hushand to a faction leader, etc. These
criteria usually overlap. The norms of purdah Influence the distance a woman
would be willing ta travel to work, or the distance a husband would permit his
wife to travel, a woman's willlingness to work for a stranger, and the recep-
tivity of potential employers., A5 notes previously, the psychic and more
tangible costs of job search rise qulckly when a woman leaves the confines of
her *circle,"

It Is not only the discomfort a hﬁman would feel {f she goes beyond
the boundary that acts as a constraint to wldnr—rnmlnq job search. Wealthy
households with which she Ia not related In some Wiy, elther In the village or
outside of the village, would be mich less Hkely to employ her becase she Is
a stranger. On the one hand, such househalds would risk violating norms of
propriety; and on the other hand, they would already have a nimter of client
women to whom they ware patrons and to whom favored access to employment
apportunities would be offered. In contrast to the situation for women, the
market for male labor Is much more extensive. While men may also establish
stable relations with certaln famillar employers, they neverthel ess have the
opportunity ofr Inoking for and finding work In other Mrts of the village, {n
other villages, and In the towns,

In addition to dgeographic 1imits, the market for female labor {s 1fmnited
functlonally. For the most part the divislon of lahor wvhich exists In the
household also applies to markets for male and female labor, That s, women

find wage employment. In the village, primarily serving as servants within
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richer households, and processing rice and othar crops.  ‘lhe fleld work In
which they find wage employment, is limited to a few crops which are nornally
planted close to the owner's barf. Table 5 shows the distribution of cases of
female wage employment by type of employment In Char Gopalpur. ‘e 310 cases
{n Table S were transcrilbed from the time-budget forms.29  We can see that
Tl percent of all cases oi female wage enployment involved work done {n the
employer's barl (general howsewsrk, rice processing, sewlng quilts, and other
tood processing). ‘e largest source of employment for women 1s rice proces-
sing (50 percent of all cases). Field work, including harvesting chillies,
potatoes, and ground nuts, accounts for only 16 percent ot the total, and, as
noted, involves w-:)rk which is normally located close Lo the coployer's bari.
Stelpping jute fibre, which accouwts for b percent of total wage unplowu:nt,
also takes place close o the employer's L)‘_xLi.JO

Within the bowuvlaries that define the Hiystcal limlts of a woman's market
area, her partlcipation In wage work s linfted to these tasks. lhas, even If
rlce and jute dare planted within a woman's market area, she will mot be an-
pPloyed in tield operations on these Crofr,  kage anployment in rice ard ‘jute
cultlvatfon Is the pretogative ot men alone. In the course of our fleld work,
we regularly corducted plot surveys In the village, Interviewing laborers
wrking on plots undergolng particular operations. ‘hese surveys began with
the 1976-77 anon harvent ~hd continued through carly 1978, In tolal we enuner-—
ated and Interviewed laborers on 1,937 plots during two amon harvests, the
1977 boiro harvest, weeding of aus and jute, aus arkl jute harvests, and anon
transplanting. MNone of the laborers on these plots, elther hived or unpatd,
were women; all were men. lor jute stripplng, of 716 hired laborers Inter-
viewed, omly 60, or 8 percent, were women.

The consequences of segregated labor markets are Uit women's wiages are

lower than men's and woment are less likely to find wage anployment when they



Table 5
Sources of Female Wage Employment*

Source of Haqge Number
Employment of Cases Percent
General Housework? 62 20.0
Husking and Rice Processing OnIyb . 156 50.3
Sew Khatha® 12 3.9
Other Food Processingd 8 2.6
Strip Jute 16 5.2
Harvest Chil11{ 19 6.1
Harvest Potato 8 ‘ 2.6
Harvest Ground Nut 16 5.2
Other Fieldwork® 7 2.3
Other Mlscellaneousf 6 1.9
Total 310 100.0

Notes:

* Transcribed from the time budget forws.

a General Housework combines a number of tasks such as cleaning,
helping to prepare meals, etc. It often also includes husking
paddy and other rice processing tasks.

b Includes parboiling, husking, drying, winnowing {cleaning).
Only one case of threshing.

c Most khathas (quilts) are produced on a pfece rate in one's
own home.  The cases included here are for a daily wage
in the employer's homestlead, not plece rate.

d Includes grinding pulse, processing garlic, clean and peel
onions, winnow pulse, separating potatoes by size.

¢ Includes harvesting garlic, mulching, carrying paddy, weeding,

f

Includes feeding cattle, preparing cakes (cooking), making
fish net, drying jute stalks, and sitting with mother and
newborn child.

35



,'i;;ant lt. Scgregated markets mean that the demand for male labor is Independent
of the demand for female labor. Moreover, wage aoploynent dumand generated by
male sources s much greater than that generated by temale sources, For
example, while rlce and jute rerresent 86 percent of the total cropped area in
the village, chilll, potato, and g‘romd nut (crops In which women flnd employ-
ment) together account for only 3 percent. And, as noted betore, richer
households are less likely to hlre female labor for rlce processing than they
are male labor for agricultural operations, Consequently one finds sharp
difterentlals in tte dally wages of males and females on any glven day, ‘e
chill{ harvest overlaps with weeding for aus rice and jute, In late April
1977, we found women harvesting chillles at a dally rate cqulvelent to 2,5-3
r;'g_kﬁ,n while at the same time men were carnlng the equivalent of 8-10 tka
for weeding. Similar difv(ercntials ex{st In other perlods, when, for exanple,
men are employed In harvesting at the same time women are anployed In rlce
frocessing.,

Sex differentials in tlme allocated to wage work (Tables 2 and 3) them-
selves suygest that women are less lkely to flad wage work than men. Table 6
presents slighty more conventlonal Indlces of labor torce particliation,
comparing poor men and female heads of household, hurticlpation rates are
calculated for wage work alone, for wage wrk, trading, handlcrafts, and "other
Income™ work combined, and for all Income-earning work (excluding hut construc-
tion). ‘Mree participation rates are presented: persons ever particlpating
(In any of the 25 budget rowds) as a fercentage of all persons (LFM); days
of partici{pation as a percentage ot total person-days (LFPR2), and days
of participation as a puercentage ol total person-lays for persony ever partlel-
pating only (LFPR3) . W compare female heads of household with males Lecause
aimong women the former are the most likely to be actlvely secking wage work.,

Table 6 shows that for all measures of Jabor force participation, the rates for
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Tabie 6

Indices of Labor Force Ferticipaticn
for Poor Ever Married Men and Femele Heads
of Housenold, Cher Gopelpur, 1977*

Poor Ever Married Men

Femele Heads of Househcld

Activity Average Hours Rverace Hour
Group? LFPR(1)b LFPR(2)C LFPR{3)d per doer€ LFPR(1) LFPR(2) LFPR(3) per doer
llage work 76 41 52 10.6 64 17 26 7.4
Wage werk, trading,
handicrafts, and
“"other income"
work, comtined 96 71 73 10.0 82 44 53 g.o
S R11 income earning
work 96 g3 86 9.7 91 63 68 6.6
Tctal persons 55 11
Total person-days 1119 251
wotes:
* Derivec from time budget data.
e Categories correspond to those in Table 2. .
b LFPR(1) is the number of persons ever participating in the activity(s) (in one or more of the 25 time budget
rounds) 2s & percentzge of all persons.
c LFPR(2) is the number of days of participation (i.e., the number of days with a non--ero entry in the
activity(s)} as e percentage of tote) person-gays.
d LFPR{3} ic the number of crys ot participation, 2s & percentaoe of total person days for persons ever
particip2ting only.
e

Average hours per day in activity for non-zero entries.



female heads of houselinld are substantlally lower than for males. Moreover,
the average length of work day Is shorter for females {e.g., 7.4 hours In waqge
work) than for males (10.6 hours In wayge work). Wage work ls usually the
preferred activity because for oor men and women allkn, It tends to offer the
highest returns to labor amorg alternative forms of Income-earning work, For
wage work alone (row 1 of Table 6), poor men find employment for 41 percent of
all person-days (LFPR2) while female heads of houselnld find employment for
only 17 percent of all person days. For all Income—earning work (row 3 of
Table 6), men are employed 03 percent of all person-days while female heads of
houselold are employed 63 percent of all person-days.

low wages and Inability to find work maks It extiemely difflcult for women
alone to earn enowgh for thelr own and their familles' subsistence. We found
mean dally calorle consumption per adult male equlvalent consumptlon unit (see
note 21) to be 2000 calorles for mmmbers of female headed hauselnids as coum-
pared to an energy requirement of 2475 calories. 1hus, enerqy consumption In
these households s 81 percent of reqilrements, and 68 percent of the overall

sample average (2923 calorles per day),

Discussicn

The plcture that emerqges from our analysls of patriarchy and womc 's vwork
In rural Bangladesh {s hleak. Male dominance ls grounded In control of ma-
terlal resources, and supported by Interlocking and relnforcing elements of the
kinship, polltlcal and rellglous systems. owerful mrms of female seclusion
extend to labor markets, severely 1imlting women's opportimities for independ-
ent. Income generation, At the same time evidence sugqgests that inmder the
pressure of Increasing poverty, male borda of obligation W support women are
weakenlng, thus creating Increasing numbera of women who must fend for them-

selves, Fotentlal agents of chanqge or sources of reslstance to the current

system of patrlarchy, are underminnd by the Interactlon of age, sex, and class
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hlerarchies. Among women, solidarity and potential reslstance to patriarchy
are undermined by an age hlerarchy which allies older women to patriarchal
Interests, and by class differences between women, Moreover, the lnstitutlon
of purdah confers soclal status uwon women, while at the same time serving as
an Instrument of repression, Similarly, amony poor men, for whom the mateclal
beneflts of patrlarchy are less than for the relatlvely rlich, and whose well-
belng might improve 1f thelr wives could find more employment, potential
resistance {s blunted by thelr pasition of dependence In the class hierarchy.

Two polnts In the analysls are, In our view, pacticularly Immortant,
Flrst, women of all economic classes face not only the riska common to all
households In rural Rangladesh (e.q., flood, molitical discuption, epldemics,
crop fallure) but also the speclal risks assoclated with the patriarchal
system. As the bonds of ob) lqation between kin erode wnder the pressure of
poverty, the risk of preclpltous decline In status for women {ncreases.
Second, women who, for whatever reamn, have no male on which to depend, and
have to sell thelr labor, face a labor market which s highly restricted both
spatlally and functlonally, and the prospect of relatlvely low wages and high
rates of unemployment,

The rlsk and Insecurity that patriarchy Imposes on women represent. a
powerful systemic Incentlive for high fertillty. while women are thoroughly
sociallzed Into the patrlarchal system and undaubtedly value the status they
achleve by maintalning hlgh standards of purdah, they are nevertheless very
aware of thelc Insecurity and the high risks that they face. Within the
constraints of the patrlarchal system, women do everything they can tn hedqge
agalnst risk and create independent sources of securlty. This motlvates
behavior such as women rellngulshing rights to Inherlted land in order to
malntaln good relatlons with brothers. Throigh such acts, a woman creates a
debt of obligation, which may be "called In" (with admittedly uncertain re-

sults) If she s dlvorced or widowed. Many other examples from the village
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that we studled come to mind, whizh sugest that women actlively seek to hedge
agalnst patriarchal risk. With the colluslon of a U son a woman may sell
grain without her husband's knowledge and accumulate savings In that way.
There are cases uf women surreptitlously purchasing land (usually outslde of
the village), or engagling {n momey-lending activities without thelr husband's
knowledge. However, tha best rlsk Insurance lor women {s to produce sons, as
many and as soon as possible. Without a son, constdering the hlgh probabil{ty
of widowhood, a woman's welfare In later years s extremely uncertaln, regard-
less of steps she may have taken to create other s irces of secur lty,  ‘There
are other incentives for high fertility In rural Bamyladesh, Including the
productivity of chlldren In a labor-intensive economy and the role that
children, partlcularly sons, play In reduclng the econoimic uncertainty that
confronts houselnlds In general. The risks that patriarchy generate for women
are, however, Independent and powerful Incentives for hlgh fertllity, and given
the strenqgth of wnderlying petriarchal Institutions, they present a significant
obstacle to govermment population mlicy Inltiatives.32

There Is convincing evidence to sugqest that the employment situation for
males In rural Bangladesh Is deterlorating, In the agricultural sector the
rate ol growth of labor demand In the last decade has been less than that of
agricultural output, while the rate of growth In output has itsell been sub-
stantlally less than that of ar_;rlcullt;ural labor force.3d ‘There s additional
evidence of a downward trend In real wages In the agricultural sector. our
analysls sujggests, hownver, that no matter how had the employment situation fs
for men, the situation for women is worse (l.e., higher unemployment and
underemployment and lower wages). Morcaver, glven patriarchal processes that
generate Increasing proportlons of women who must depend on wage employment,
the degree of labor market segmentation, and the strenqgth of patriarchal
structures which underlie market segmentatlon, the employment sltuatlon !s

quite llkely deterlprating more rapldly for women than for men. s,



The Government of Bangladesh has endorsed the objective of raising the
status of women, as ls reflected In the Constitutlon,35 in planning docu-
ment:s,36 varfous government directives,3? and, to a lesser extent, in
programmatic activity. It Is dlfficult to determine the extent to which siuch
endorsements reflect real commltment, empty rhetoric, or expedient response to
pressures applied by foreign ald agencies. 1In any case, {t Is likely that
development planners and officials, If only throuwgh lack of data, may have in
the past underestimated the predlcament of rural women, thelr vulnerability,
and the strong incentlves for high fertll{ty created by dependence and patri-
archal risk, While our analysls appears to present a strong argument for
according women higher priority in development plans anl for greater govermment
Involvement In efforts to create employment speciflcally for rural women, we
are mindful both of the magnitude and dlv;crsity of other develoyment prablems
facing officials In Banqladesh and the limited data on which our analysis (s

based,

We conclude with several observations about mlicy formulatfon and Imple-
mentation which our analysls prompts.

First, the systemlc nature of patriarchy suggests that solutlons to the
problem of women's vulnerab{lity and lack of Income-earning opportunity will
not be easlly arrived at. To the extent that pollicles secking to Increase
women's economi{c autonomy or protect thelr rights conflict with patriarchal
Interests, such policles wl1l meet reslstance. Furthermore, reslistance can be
expected from women as well as men, {f policy initiatives imply violating norms
of purdah, and thus threaten an Important component of women's soclal status,

Second, because ope can expect such reslstance, proqr;'xms designed to
generate female employment and Income opportunitles (such as the Women's
Program of the 1.R.D.P.) 3B will need the full support of the central govern-

ment 1n order to stcceed.



Third, and finally, because the market for women's labor Is so restricted,
eliminatlion of one of the more important sources of wage employment can be
expected to have disastrous effects. The Government of Bangladesh is stromgly
committed to a policy of mechanization of rice processing. 1If the village we
studled Is at all typical, then well over 50 percent of all female wage employ-
ment Is currently found In processing rice. Whlle there may be strong po-
litical reasons for pursuing such a policy, the government should be apprised
that mechanizatlon will almost certainly severely erode an already fraglle

female labor market.

Notes

lThe Rural Land Occupancy Survey estimated the number of landless
households In 1977 to be 33 percent for all households (Jannuz! and Peach,
1977). ‘The proportion of "effective® landless—those with less than half an
acre--was estimated to be 48 percent of all households. ‘The proportion of
landless has Increased from around 17 percent In 1960 to the present level at
an exponential rate of growth of between 5 and 7 percent per year (Clay,
1978a) .

?ﬂartmnnn (1979) polnts out that most rallcal feminists define patrlar-
chy as an Ideologlcal system of male domlnance with peychological underpin-
nings.  For both Marxists and malnstream soclial sclentists, patriarchy has
referred to hlerarchical relatlons between men (elther aje or fewlal hlerar-
chies)., We adopt a modif{ierd version of Hartmann's own definition, which
emphaslzes the material base ol male danination of women. See also Hartmann
(1976) .

3’I’hlfi concluslon 18 based on Information taken from the particlipants In
marrlages that occurred during our fleld work. While the particulars of
negotlations varied widely, 'with both cases of the bride's slde glving more and
cases of the groom's slde giving more, and sometimes to the groom as well as
the bride, in general the value of goods and cash glven was small. 1In other
Muslim socletles a more substantial dowry {(mahr) s the rule (see: Papanek,
1973).

4Ear1y In 1977 a local tmlon Council election was held. Candidates from
a nelghboring village defled tradition by taking thelr supporters' wlves to the
polls, maklng elaborate arrangements to malntaln the women's purdah. T
counter this tactic, candidates from our village declded at the last minute to
bring out the female vote. While this was the (lrst time in memory thet men
had pe.mltted thelr wives to vote, the event {llustrated women's subordination
to men rather than the beginning of a trend towards llberalization. Women
on votlng day were 1literally herded to 1lneage staging points In the village,
wear Ing burkas (cloth coverings extendIng from head to foot), where they were
carefully told how Lp‘-yot'e and for whom to vote by a male kinanan., Co
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sMallot i{s the term used In thls locality for community qroups identi-
fled as rexal by Bertocci (1970) and samaj by Adnan (1976).

6Passage in the Koran (Sura 4:35) from Arberry (1955) quoted In Papanek
(1973:307).

TMawdull (1968) quoted In Papanek (1973:308).

8See Bertocci (1970) and Abdullah and Zeidenstein (1979).

9In additlon te other examples from our village, a number of such
cases are reported In Chen and Ghuvnavi (n.d.) and Abdullah and Zeidenstelin
(1979).

10Khan (1976) and Clay (1976) Jocument a trend of declining real wages
in agriculture over the past decade. Mnalyses by Robinson (1969) and Clay and
Khan (1976) suggest that since 1951 aldi{tions to the rural labor force have
been redundant glven exlisting capital stock and organization of production.
Between 1962-64 and 1975-76 per capita calorie consumption declined by 7
percent (Institute of Nutritlon and Food Sclence, 1977).

11For example, see Bertocci (1970).

12In a sample survey, Farouk and Al{ (1977) collected time allocation
data on both men and women. This ls an excellent study, but It focused more on
men than women, and recorded time use [or only one day. An excellent study of
rural women, with a detalled description of women's work and responsibllities,
Is Abdullah and Zetidenstein (1979).

13&11cu1at0(1 from data In Goverment of Paklistan (1961).

] M'I‘lmt:‘ vse dota were collected not through dlrect observatlon, but
by retrospectively reconstructing !te day's and previous evenliy's activities
and actlvity duratlons. The data were collected by village youths who 1ived
near and were famillar with thelr respective respondents. Details of the
methods of data collectlon and processing are described In Caln (1977a),
avallable from the flrst author. The 114 houselnlds represent a random sample
of the total population of 343 houscholds.

15Consolidatlnq activities Into two categorles compromises the internal
conslstency of the cate?ories. Determining which activities are "income-
earning” as opposed to “"nonincome home production® Is not always stralght-

E(l);';"la!:)d' and In several cases, declslons were somewhat arbitrary. Soe Cain

l(’w
hile shopping for household consumption goods s certalnly a neces-
sary economic activity, it should be noted that the bazaar Is a center of

soclal 1ife and trips are made there for recreation as well as productive
purposes.

17
Ownership of land {s here measuvred de facto; that Is, land formally

owned {s adjusted for land mortgaged in or out, and land taken In or glven out
rent-free,
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18Men always eat first, women last. TIf there Is insufficlent food
for the whole household, men will tend to consume proportionally more than
those who follow. Poor men tend to be better dressed than poor women, See:
Chowthury, Huffman, and Chen (1978) and Alxiullah and Zeldensteln (1979).
the benefits which men accrue from female labor see: Hartmann (1979) and
Caldwell (1978).

19On sexual opprésslon of women sece Arens and van Beurden (1977).

20)\ regression analysls of total hours worked on value of assets and
age for men and women separately ylelded the following results (OLS):

I = 11.6 + 000001 Assets ~ .093 AGE (RZ = .37)
(.000003) (.0095)

”M = 11.2 ~ .000022 Assets - .050 AGE (R?' = . 22)
(.00000%) (.013)

The asset coefflicient for females ls not significantly different from zero,
while for males it. (s sligniflicantly negative, log and doublelog regressions
yleld the same results.

21Mean calorlc consumption per consumption wmit (persons were welqht'ed
by age and sex according to Chen (1975)) for households In the lowest wealth
quartlle was approxImately 95 percent of dally energy requirements. mata on
dally focd consumption was collected along with the time buigets. e calcula-
tion above includes only data from February 1977 to September 1977,

22The Elrst small peak Is a consequence of above average time In
own hut construction and repalr,

23Caldwll (1978) develops a similar point.

2"For a more detalled analysls of children's work see: Caln (1977b),

2JWhllc only 15 percent of all houscholds are jolnt In the cross-
sectlor (l.e., a point In time), most households go througli a joint period In
thelr cycles. ‘That is, a son will usually bring his bride to live In his
mrent's household for at least a short period.

2GSee Miffman (1977).°

27’I‘his conclusion Is prominent In much of the literature. For example
see: Blrdsall and McGreevey (1978).

28For example sce: Stoler {1977)-Indonesia; Dixon (1978)-South Asia
General; Mencher and D'Amlco (1979)-South Indta; and Das Gupta (1976)~-North
Indla.

29In this process, some cases were overlooked and cmitted by mlistake,
thus the number 310 underestimates the actual total.

3())‘\fter harvesting, jute Is steeped In water for several weeks to soften
the fibre. Most of the village Is flooded during this perlod (June-July), with
water reaching right up to bar!l boundarles, but with ralsed dirt paths linklng

most baris in a gjven ‘par 1. After steeplng, jute hundles are hrowght 4o the
nearest mth, where the flbre {s then stripped from the stalk.
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Min 1977, 15 51 = 15 taka.

32Our analysis of fertility differs from that of Caldwell (1978) for
whom patr larchy also flgures prominently., Caldwell argues that high fertility
In societies such as Rangladesh s decislvely determined by the material
advantages acerulng to men as a result of their control over the labor of women
and children, W would argue, to the contrary, that condit {nng external to the
household (environmental and soclal risks, and the technologically determined
demand for labor) are decisive in determining high fertility. Desplte male
dominance within the family, household members share Important common Interests
{n dealing with such external condltlions. Morecver, we would arque, with
respect to fertility, that the risks which patriarchy create for women are a
more Important determindig factor than the mater{al alvantages which acerue to
men,

33500 Clay and FKhan (1977) and Clay (1978a and b). Slnce 1960 the
rate of growth In food qraip preduction has been lesa than 2 percent while the
annual rate of grewth in the aqricultural labor force hea heen at least 2,1
percent.  Most of the qrowth in aricultural output has resul ted from Increases
{n yleld rather than expansion of cultlvated area,

34300 Clay (1976) arx! ¥han (1976).
Bine tmock (1977).
36

For example, see Government of Banglalesh (1973).

37Durlnq the period of the field work, for example, goverrmment min{s—
tries were Instructed to attempt to achleve gender parity among thelr anploy-
ees through affirmative actlon In hirlng, 'Mis order confllcted with a nimber
ol ¢Ivil service procedures and has largely heen lored,

381'?10 L.R.D.P. Women's Program Is described In detall In Abdullah and
Zeldensteln (1979). he Progran Is based on credit and savings cooperatives
for rural women,
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