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Abstract
 

Wkimen's roles In rural BanglaJesl) and the economnies of developing cour
tries in general have been poorly docuented and researched, ThiW parer
provides an analysis of women's work using a Luique set of data, in1cIlding
detailed informatLon1 on timfe allocation, collected in a village in Hy junsinbjh
fitstrict, Lblriladesh, betLwen 1976 and 1978, Women's work is analyzed In th. 
conttext of the powerful syrsiter of male dodiiinance (pitriarchy) 0hich rle. ate: In 
the society. Patriarchy is groundeJ in control of material re.ources, and 
iupported by elements of the kinship, political, and religlous systems.
Im[xortant consequences of tht RiLriarcll system are Ukit mmiuci are pl 1ced at 
risk of abrupt duclines in econmLci statusl ulder thu pres- ure ot incteasiigj 
povcrty t|he proportion of vmen wc Ir-'jtfcnd for themiselves i:iIncreasing; ald 
w.1..1mt'_na market highly restricted spitially and tl(:face labor which Is 1,xth 
tionally, res,:tting in relatLively low wages and hicjh rates of uriuiploymnent. 
"1ie 1adper docunents the division of labor by sex, seasonal variations in labor 
.utuilzat!on, and the utructturc of ti1e female labor market. Implications for 
fertility behvior, poplation pilicy, atid miplo~ment policy are considcr4W. 
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Itils paper exaiiines wmen's wrk in rural bangladesti primarily uslij data 

gatereLd in sinqle village study. wrk viewd thea Women's is In context, and 

as a confqu.ince, of a pom.rful sysjtem of patriarchy-a set of social relailons 

with a material. bas . wfich enables men Lo dviiinat-c miumn. In rural irjl-Adesh, 

patriarchy Interacts with ecowinic class to Odi,2e a rijid division of lalr 

by sex, a highly segre ated labor Idtket by sex, and a sys'tLm of stratification 

Mitch places women at risk of abrupL dldines li ecoryumic statU independent of 

tLhe processes of class diftereLiatlun. Vk, turn itst to an analysis of class 

and patriarchy, and tIn to a detailed analysis of wune's work using data on 

tLme use. 

Class ard Patriarchy 

Itiral Wrojlodesh is a class society, hierarchically organized primarily on 

the basis of oviership and control of arable land. 'lhe distribution of social 

power and income among households is closely related to the distril,uton and 

control of land. Arable lind Is scarce, rural areas are densely populated, ard 

rapid pOpulal ion growth creates an ever increasirj squeeze on already scarce 

resource:s. 'Ih pruoxrtlon of disenfranchised, andless huw-Seleolds is sctstari

tia] and increasing.l In analyzing agrarJan class structure, and tLhe pro

cesses which result in economic dif erentiation, the appropriate unit of 

analysis is the honusehold. rn rural Iholseildslgladetsh,(usually conslstixj 

of nuclear families) are the primary corxpoate L-x;oYotiic unit (being the lOCLs 

of production and consUtption) . Prudtiti-jn rulations exist beLteen landed and 

landless houseLhold;s landlord tenandt houseLholds. h. inAs corporand and ibers of 

ate units, individuals within a household can reas!-nably be seen to (and In 

fact do) face joint risks, and to juintly rise and fall ir, the class hierarchy 

(Cain, 19"T8).
 



There Is anoLher system of stratificatlon In Binqladesh, howver, ;,A1ich 

operates not at the household level, but between males and fcmales within 

households. Bangladesh Is a patriarchal s-clety in addition to heirg a class 

society. As a consequence, we firI L distinct processes of eco(Y)mic differ

-ntiation occurring In the society. (ie Is the process of class formation 

which governs the eco1nomIc Mobility of rseiheolds. 'lhe other i. the systn of 

patriarchy whIch governs the (conomlc hbillity of m)men Independent or class. 

Patriarchy has been defined ult fernntly by K-irxists, feminfsts, anthro

pologists and other social scientIstr-.2 We define paltriarchy as a set of 

social relations with a mriter a I w e v irih enables men to d cminate women. in 

Banq a(Osh, p.triarhy (1,7cnrbI)e a di stribtion of Fnwor , nd resouirces within 

families where power and control or resources rest: with men, and vomnn are 

powerless aid dependent on men. Vie materL-I base of patrlarchy is men's 

contrr'l of proporty, Income and women's labor. 'lirer!;trtx-tral elpinents of 

pa tr larcha I control are Inter 1c kigiq and reinforclng and Inclrie elemonts of 

the kinship system, political syst(n and religion. 

Kir,ship. "rilecustom of patri]oc'ri m11r-rlaje removes a newly married woman 

from her faml v of birth and places her In hIr htiband'. local Ity. PrOference 

for 1 Ineage and vililaqe exogamy aLtenmUate. a VAman's t.s with her family of 

hirLh and red-uces Lhe possiblllty that hor family will Intervene on ier hehal f 

after marrlage. y and seiaratlon also make It loss likely t-hatFr(xjl, T&rlycal 

a woman will claim her rhare of inheritanre, or more likely thaIt Iielf brothors 

will seize control of her share of Inher ited lar-d reqardless of her wishes. 

Arrarged marriage and differences in ,-gi.at marriage of almo;t 10 years place a 

woman In a position of sibord ination relative to tier hus.and at- t:he outFst of 

marriage (ciln, 1978). Finally, evidvnce from the village wr stdied si)]geqts 

that a Woman does not receive a substantlal dowry upon marriage. 3 T1hat is, 

r.t the time of marriage, a %.man is not endowe:d with money or property hilch Is 
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hers alone and wilich represents independent !security. Instead, it is expected 

only that the bride be well-driss!;ed when sh, c~nf,s to be-r huhard'. home (the 

family of both the bride and groom might contribute ciothing anil ornaments). 

Jt Is contiun When a marriage Is r(gstered that kabin--an snount of money ',hich 

the husband proyid, es to ,iy in the event that he divorces his wife--is a]so 

registered at the same time. Ihuxver, in practice, women rarely receive the 

kabin iqrpn divorce. 

cyst.em.stoitical monopolize Elected offIcIal,Men political power. 

4
administrators, and police, are all men. Village colicils (saljsh) wtijcll 

adjudicate rmo;t lo,:a( disirtes are con[ospd exclusi-vly of men. Powr brokers 

--fthoe IInthI v Ill ago Wfo have t ieS and Inflitr;ce with off Iclaldui out- hdle-

are men. Solidarity group, (mlalot) In the vlll,ge Which tfunction In support 

of membPrs for the ceremony of marrflaje, death, and vat lous rel Iglous occaions 

are controlled and led hy men. 5 Ii part because of the male (htninatIon of 

pollitical Institutions ard in part hecau.se formal juliIal Irt ttutilons nd 

admiristratinn are mak, pa tIcularly In rural areas, legal protection of women 

(under either civil or lslulnc law) his been rminal. If a female litigant In 

a land dispiLte, ftor exvinple, Is rnot closely Identified with and supported by a 

man, she will prohahly lose reg-ardless of the merits of her case. 

e1g.ion. lslu reprtee.nts a strorq apolojy for patriarchy, as %. defined] 

It, as an Ideology and as the normative "glie" which channels behavior and 

expectations. Islam Is explicit about the seaxuil division of lamlxr and re

sonsibility and, In effect, sanctlfles male dominance. Accordirv3 to Islam, 

mu Is the earner and woman Is the server of man: "t'rn are the managers of the 

affairs of women, for ti-at God has preferred in bounty one of them over 

another, and for that the , have expandel their prolperty. Righteous women are 

therefore obedient, qtvirrilr the secret for God's gqtmrdlng,. 6 Islam "clearly 

states that men and women have their own spheres of activity-a scheme of 
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functional division in accord with their rcsective natural dls.'ilLions and 

inherent physical and physiol.jicaI qualltlefs alid CharcLerIbtIcs.- 7 

Two aspect; of Is] am aIs Interpreted In ardjlxdlhst,, howuevet, have inore dIrect 

eftects as instrtrientsi of pafrlarclh.l conLrol. lrst-it the of inheriare laws; 

tance ,and second ore the mainifestILIioW.; Ut ptdj--tjK: ,;.cii V.4ull.le S oll of 

Muslim Inheritance law-; allow a datujhter ouie-halt tie shate received by a 

!;on. In practice, a5 nted previously (Cd ln, 1978), wu obierved in out lield 

work that women fteijuently receive Ie si thun tb Ir tihttul share Under te 

law. Moreover, It a wuooan (toue Inherit 1,t;-,i,her hu1ibart will cultivate it 

(when accessible) asi I t wre his owu. A rtunber of auLlior.i have also roted 

the tendency for Women to relinqulsh tLheir lhare of inheriftance Lo thei 

brother(s) aS a wiy of galninj tivor and yuneratlj good will. 

Purdah li a "sytiim of Sec 1Lid I n, women and enftorclIKj idjh ,itanolards ot 

teinale modesty" (Palkniek, 1973"-289). It Ilia[) Ite'ta lorl. I IIIWJal1 lebsh lnmdU 

!3evere restriction:; on wiiier '! iOvemet-s out Itde their hiuvitd iaLtu x,:ieteaCd 

(hat i--which usully Lon'l1st s o ai OlUn c AIIiAI . SltLuiildLd a id ifliled by 

hutS, foliage, and fencInj) .itid itan d; of dru: s whil(i hide their lace ad 

foimin. Women Who move out o_ the lisneslauad in to the VnblMIC, "n"ILu :Siice, are 

cons Idered to be buth pivocatLIve rid uffensive (Ahdlilahard Zelden:iteIn, 

1979" 77) .hnnrdalt Is a compl ex InstILut.ion which entails mtkili more thn n

s ItCLlonit )nworillr'.i [Ayslcd I nobll iLy and druis. IL at once dunle.nwoeu 

access to any OI4,rtttiltleci Cmnd asp-cts ot evur ,iay life and at the same Lime 

conter s upon them oCfl ALaftus as i prototeCLd rUoLni. 'ils , Ii teoty, prda.li 

both controls women and provide:i thom with she]lter ando sucumt Ilty. .4111C men 

have -,owet and dtJIhorILty over Women, they are lso IlnnnitLvely ohlihated to 

provide w rnehn wILh footi, clotlir3, arid htlLer. 

'lire rueliy of this arrangement diverges from the Ideal. Certain wormn 

have alwayN been vulnerable to bein left exposed and wIthout protecLion. 
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These include infertile omnen. 'lhey also incluile wujen who "for one reason or 

another have run afoul of the strictures of duixndtence in ,ilch their sexual 

birthr!it places the--widows, spinsters too old, ujly, or black to marry) 

uniarried mothers; divorcees, etc." (Ellickson, 1975). 

An example from tih stLkiy vi]Jle llIu:trate s wf)Iien's vulnerability. Clie 

of the wimin in our smille ws th seccliI wife of a relatively rich man. Lie 

had buen previously marrild and hid a nuintor of children by tier former husband. 

ly the time she married for tie secorti time, twu of her children hiad died and 

one daughter wa!r already married. IkWr only living !son joined her in Iher new 

hiisband's IVArsehold. 'llierich husband also had children by his first wife, all 

of whom had grown Up and establi:bhed their own houicholds by the time of 

is second marriage. When, several yvars after the second marriage, the man 

died, all tits land passed to the children of his first wife. lkcausie the 

second wife bore him no children, netLhr she#.ror ter son had any claim to the 

husband 's propeCrty upon his death. Fbr various reasors, tLh: widow was illiile 

to turn to tie family of tier first husband for help. ConseiAenily, she was 

left with rlomeans of support for either hrself or her son. In te absence of 

olier optlons, she turned to begyini for subsistence, travellli j dally to 

Mynensfinjh 'Ilowi (Lkme 5 miles dLitant) to .ej. 9ie was [:rlnltied to mainta in a 

hut In her deceased husband's bat i and she coltlnts to live tU~re with iher 

son. Just next to bur hut I Ives one of her steLuIons and his fainfly who, aside 

from occasional handouts, offer her rio support. "lie great irony of this 

situation is that the bari of tier deceased second husband Is perhaps the 

richest _rcapita in the villayj, and her brother-in-law wbo also lives in the 

same bari Is by tar the richest man in te vLi laije. lione of third, however, has 

dolle the widow any gocid. 

The widow's plhjht illusLrates several points. First, It indicates 

how dependent wome-i's economic status Is on that of tleir husbands. As lotj as 
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the widow's husband was a] lye, s was a member of a althy hou-,elio]d and 

lived accordingly. 11owever , hil dea th ,esl ted in an a]rm Instantaneoiis 

decl inp of status for her, from being relatively wealthy to belngj a bggar. 

Second, the can- presents an Instance of latrlarchy an a syst.em of stratifica

tion Independent of class. Women face a di fferent set of riil e,; )f ecor -)mic 

mobility, and a different set of risks ti.an do men. lD splte iher ties tihroixjh 

rmrrrlage to the wealthy, landed class, the widow war not protected. It is 

ImlYirtrnt to note that hers w;is not an Isolated case. 1he rinks %fichwomen of 

all classes face as a consequence of patriarchy loom large.9 '1) 1rd , the 

case illuntrales tLKit w)men have I ittle to fall back upon when they "ruin afoul 

Of the st ructure. of delndence." 'The wildow In rpestion rer;orted to bofgylrg . 

As %- shall seo, there are neith-ier many, nor many hetter alternatlveq for women 

In such a [psltlon. 

While the reality of patriarchy as mani fested in Ilargl.i,0esh has likely 

al-,ny diverged from the Ideal, with cases stx-h as the widow In evilence, there 

Is 1 ittle question that under the pressure of Increasing prverty, 10 the 

divergence betwen theory andr practice hIs been increasing ie:ently. Ideal I y, 

a woman w Id hhe sr)rlx)rt ,.d i hpr son-, at the death of he r hunhand. Widlwhood 

Is almost guaran teed for most iwomerln iy the liage diffeeprice betmei hirhand's 

and wife's ages at marriage. Of coursle, even In times of greater affluence, 

circumstances could result in a woman heing widowed withoit any sons, or 

with Immature ronn. In times of greater afflience, however, stop-gap altorna

tiven would ,TY-re likely be avaliable--for etanple, the hurband's l)rother might 

take the widow Into his houlsehold or mighr- founlalize [is Inherited esI

1lty by takinj the widow as a ".ecorl wife (there are still instances of this, 

a] though they are rare) . Other menlbrs of the pitrilrllineae could al! share 

responsibility for the widow's.,wlfare,particularly If there were survivirg 

sons. Unforttinately, thls form of "largesse" Is a luxury which presnties a 
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certain level of affluence. That is, whether or not he is so Inc]lned, the 

brother haa to be able to afford to nupport hia brother' a widow. Mille a 

proportion of tile current rural population of Bangladesh Is sufficiently 

affluent to support additional dependents, the proIKrtion Is diminishing as 

landlessness and near latxilessnes.a Increase. 

The joint household, ano~ther cultural Ideal in Bfangladesh, is a donestic 

form which usually permits mooth transitions for a woman throirlh the varlous 

stages of her life and continoed security in the event of her lsbarnd's death. 

The joint household, however, alm) recidlres a certain anoti1t of land or other 

kinds of wealth to maintain. Gind gives the IhuLsehold head power to control 

his sons, and the labor requl red to operate the !and just:ifies a larger and 

more complex ixous;elld strtiture (Cain, 19713). Land also increases the likell

hood of gener.tIn9 a surplus, which can be altI lied to the suiort of dependent 

ki n . WItIioot land, or with itt] e land, the Joint househo Id is tstable. 

A number of recent studies In Bangladesh document the prevalence of 

nuclear, as opposed to joint, hnuseholds.11 In Char Goplpur, only J5
 

percent of all hotsehoids are joint in s;trkt-ture and, with one or t:x rxcep

tions, all of the joint hou-selol)ds are located in the class of relatively large 

landowners. Althoixih Iongltu(i nal data on chonqes in [unsehold strtrture do 

not exist, it Is reasonable to spe.culate, given the cross-sectional relation

ship between type of heirehold structure and class, that the. doc.trnented trend 

of increasing poverty Is linked to a trend of Increasing household "nucleart

zation." if such Is indeed the case, then women, who are esp-clally dependent 

on kinship honils for their sectrity, stand to suffer the most. from this trend. 

Thle erosion of the joint household, however, Is but one synptom of the 

underlying strain which yuverty places on the hIreis of obligation between kin 

and, more specifically, on men's fulfil]lment of their normative obligations 

toward wmpn. Tn other ways, too, the pitriarchl system In Bangld-lesh appears 
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to be in a state of dIsequilIbrJum. The kinship, political, anr teligloun 

institutions which support male dominance and authority remain stror j and 

intact, while the a..;ociated rtanctions which ensure that males carry out their 

responsibilities to women have weakened. With the pressure of increasing 

poverty, this outcome is predictable, since male authority has a material 

base while male responsibility Is nonnatively controlled. t)rmative control, 

while powerful, is nevertheless relatively malleable In the face of economic 

necessity.
 

While this outcome may not be surprising, it is certainly alatming, 

because the syst.em In g4eneratino increasinrj nnbers of women (sth as the widow 

in the cane above) who must fend for themselves In an eivirormnent which pre--

PsenLs few opportrnitles for dolri so. An the proportion of larlless house"Itdn 

in the population is a gooqd Indicator of the progress of rural clans differen

ttation, -o the proportion of feimale headed tbiusetluOlds indi1cates the extent of 

patriarchal differentiation." In Char Gopalpur (the villa e we ntnklied), 

there were at the time of our cenrsus in 1916, 22 female-headed hbot;etnlds, 6.4 

percent of all thnLehl.dn. Table I nhows the distributlon of all ever-n-rried 

women in the village by marital status and relationship to head of Ib)use

hold. One can see thit almost all of the female heads of houSebeld are widows. 

Out of a total of 70 widows, In the village, 29 percent head Jrlependent house

holds. Only 59 percent of all widows achieve the security of being integrated 

members of their son's households. Other studies show similar or higher 

proportions of lemale-headed households. A 1974 census of villages in Kitlal) 

Thana, Comilla, conducted by the Cholera Research [,boratory, showe.d that out 

of 45,030 households, 7.4 percent were headed by widows and other currently 

unmarried women (Ruzicka and Chowdhury, 1978). In a village in rajshahi 

district of Bangladesh, Ellickson (1975) foinud that women ieaded 16 percent of 

all households and, moreover, that 49 percent of all widows and other adult 

timarrled women hteq(ed bleir own households. 

11 
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Table 1 Distribution of Ever-Married Women by Relationship to 
Head of Heusehold and Marital Status, Char Gopalpur, 1976 

Marital Status 
Relation 
to head 

Currently 
married Widowed Divorced Separated All Women 

N N N N N 

Head - 20 1 1 22 

Wife 315 - - - 315 

Daughter 3 2 4 6 15 

D-In-law 65 1 - - 66 

M,ther - 41 - - 41 

M-In-law 3 - 3
 

Sister - 1 1 3 5
 

S-In-law 2 2 - - 4 

Total 385 70 6 10 471
 

Female-headed hc,,neholds are poor either hecauqe their deceased hlusbmnrs 

were already poor, because the widow had mo claim on lwr hiLshand's property 

(as in the example we cited), or because they lost land since the himsbary's 

death. In Char Gopalpir, 17 of the 22 fralhe LLevo-Ids are landless, 

and tie remaining 5 owTi very little land, less than eioo]jh to tpj.Ort them. In 

Ellickson's village, only 4 out of 31 female-hedJed.1 hoLeseholds o(ined enotxjh 

lary to provide for hoUSehOld subsistence. 

The predicament of these women and their houneholds, and of other poor 

women who, of nece.;sity, must generate Income on their onw-, Is that the same 

patriarchal structures wich force tLhem Into relative Seclusion in the houLse

hold compotnd, also deny them access to most forms of market work. In Bangla

desh, a d(vision of lahor among household menbers has evolved whereby Women 
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specialize in work inside or ntoar Lhe homestead and moen 'ij)eCiI1Ze in work 

outside the home. 11,ls division Is, of course, consistent with LI IonJis Ot 

purdat, but also engenders a powerful element of patriarchal control over 

women, enforcinq vmen's depuerdence on Itmn by denylfij timi dlrect- access to 

Income-earning Opport.LuMnles. 'Ibis sekxt~l division of lalbo ail~i les In larje 

part to all mornien, rLtjardlessj of ecommic status or tiLietxjld triLt-ure. As a 

consequence, women are totally excl ded from iiust agjrIcultural %agje ruplo)Aiient 

(despite beingj able to pertorm the work) onid the costs, In terms of loLs of 

dignity and various forms of obLite, of ejiijojing inI other ty1pes ot Mrk I,1ich 

require movement outside thet homeitead ( pettv trading for ex11nple) are very 

high indeed. Whil-e abz lpt doumrird shift in WIil'5 ecoilki c statts are tle 

moA dramaLic cow iueince of the jutrlarcIml system, the eftecLs of putriar;hy 

on the lives of women are iprvasive, and It Is In this context that mu sall 

ialyze Women's work In rural banjladeli. 

Wcmien's Work 

E isLipj knowledje about rural labor utilization tor both men and Women in 

Banjladesh Is extremely scant. For example, compared Lo otber iouth Asian 

countri s, lndia in partdcuil ar, Lhere have been rutiarkably few Latm IIWnILUJUIent_ 

stud les In iarigladesl (see Clay aid Khian, 1917) . 'lb date, there 1is been only 

one plubl ILshed study ~i ichl mea!sured labor utii zation prosiec lively, to permit 

analys is of seasonal var Iat-ioii in ell,iplo0pinent (llabIbullah, 1962) Wi tboit 

exception, to our knowiedte, thw existlrg farm imnigjunent stWiols ( Incle lhoj 

Ilab Ihul lah's study) have not differeriLiated betweenI Male and funale labor, 

referring instead Lo untipd "fainly labor" whic.I Is iclsive of Women and 

children. 12 

Nor are census dat.a vei y reveal Ing about miien's Wurk. 'ie Batygladesb 

census adheres to the "labor force ap1)roach," defining ti labor force as tLose 

of the predefined workinq age population who are "economically active." 
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In Bangladesh, working age flipuaLlion wasJ defined as all persons aged 5 "rd 
above In tie 1974 CeIISLLu., and all ajed 10 and aoovu In the 1961 cenius. a.'co

nomically active" w as defined as wtkinjg for profit, wage or salaryl helpinj, 

without reituieration, another family memiber work for profit o, wage; or lookinj 

for such wo[k. For non-agricultural work the reletence ieriod was the week 

before Lhu censuS; In the case of agricultural work, the reference period was 

Indefinit e. 

The labor force approach was developed In the United States durinq the 

depression in order to get troter measures ot current LI rloiient (Standl j, 

1978). 'Mis approazh was designed for, and Is beat sulted to, an economy in 

which the dominant form of ecoi1,iiic activity Is stablo wage L111p1oyiiet. 111C 

underlying concepts and definitions3 are exrtiunely dlIfiCllt to atiply to -curo-

Mles such as banglJldesdi, where much of prodt(tlun is family-baised aid tr Itmic
 

consumptlon, where the agricultural cycle generates sharp 
 ieasonal vart

ation In activity, where the 
 leIJth ot tie wrkinj day is WIt Uiliform, where 

most waje work Is lor daily wages, arid where many idividual5 enjaje Ini a 
variety of economic activities in a variety of sectors In the course of a 

sin,jl year. For Bangladesh the st:andard labor force aproach, even wit 

scrupulous and care ull field work, yili d- categutm !i aOd hfidicesi%ich reveal 

little about the nature and extent. of people'!s economic AtivItLy. Mien ore 

considers the practical difficulties of large-scale data collection In rural 

Hanglades!h In add ition to the conceptual difficulties, relpkrted female rural 

labor force participation rates (e.g., 1U percent In 1961) become virtu

ally unlnterpretahle.13 

In the following analysis of women's w)rk, we use data on time allocation 

collected In the villaje of Char GokxllAir, imivningh District In 1977. In our 

study of the village we collected 24-hour time budgets from both male WVJ 

female members of 114 households (all aijed 4 and above) every 15 days through

out the year. 1 4  The data reported here represent 25 observations on each 

II 
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el igIble household member, beginning in late December 1976, throtqh early 

December 1977. Time use surveys represent a logical extension of the be

havioral (in c.ntrast to the normative) labor force arporoach. '1he time u.se 

approach has the advantage of greater flexibility In categorizing v)rk and 

measuring the m)rk day and cars better capture occupational multiplicity and 

.easonl variation In w)rk time Injputs. 

A description of the village setting and economy appear In an earlier 

piper on the labor of children (Cain, 19771). Briefly, the village Is poor and 

densely pofrAlated with a[vroximately one-third of all households landless, and 

the remainder, for the m)nt I-rt, owiling very small plots. Agriculture dcni

nates, with the majority of households depending on either cultivation or 

agricultural wage labgor as the primary source of income. Fishing, plitty 

trading, animal husbandry, and nonagricultural mige labor provide additional 

sources of income. A few men are employ:d In the formal sector with jobs In 

the government or In a jute mill fairly close by. The technolagy of agricul

tural production is very simple; all energy Is provided bry either hiwnans or 

bull ocks. The major crops are rice and jute. The land Is fertile, usivilly 

Iupporting two crops a year; however, yields are low becauise Irrigation Is 

uncontrolled and few mcilern InIuts are app led. 

Tle technology of household production Is also primitive. There is no 

electricity or running water In the village. Collecting fiu'l and carrying 

water are both time-intensive activities. Ibod enters Lhe wtsLehnld in forms 

that require much processing before being consivned. 

The division of labor .)y sex. 'lhe out)lines of the houlsehold division of 

labor were stjgested In the previou rectlon. That Is, women tend to seclal-

Ize In wrk which keeps them close to the homestead (food processing and 

preparation, houisel)]d maintenance, cultivation of vine and other croft, located 

in or near the homestead, and animal hirsbandry), while men specialize in work 
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outside the homestead (rice and jute cultivation, trading, and other forms of 

market work). 

Surnary distributions of time allocation for ever-married men and women Il 

the sample are presented in Table 2. The table ri-[orts tLhe avervge numiber of 

hours allocated to 12 categories of work per person-day over the whole of 

1977. The figures thiq represent the distribution of total labor time rather 

thtdn time allocation in a typical day. The work categories are by and large 

self-explanatory, but detailed definitions are given !n the notes. The 12 

categories are further aggregated Into two simnary groups according to whether 

the work Is income-earn lng (i.e ., generates Income in cash or kind for the 

worker, or contribute-, to physical capital formation) or constitutes nonincore 

home prodtction (i.e., prodt1ngirj services for home constmption).15 

Comparing first all males and all females (coltnns 3 and 6), we find that 

average hours of work per day over the whole year are rotghly the same, 8.33 

for males and 8.29 for females. Of total work time, however, men allocated 85 

|per-i.-, (7.04 hours) to Incomc-e-)rning work, and only 15 percen :: (1.29 hours) 

to home production. In contrast, most of the labor of vomen was allocated to 

home production (81 percent and 6.68 hours), with only 19 percent (1.61 hours) 

in income-earning work. Thle locus of all the activities groupeOd under home 

pioduction. wILh the occasional exception of collecting firewood, is the 

homestead. (In the other hiind, the locuts of income-earning activities, with the 

exception of handicrafts, hut construction, some animal care and some crop 

production, is outside the homestead. O.era]l, the majority of men's income

earning labor time (64 percent) is split equally between wage work and own crop 

production. Tr]adir, "other Income' (primarily fishing), ard animal (14,care 

12 and 8 percent, respective]y) account for all but a mall fraction of the 

rest. In compj-rli n, a d]isprorrrtlonate amount of women's income-earning time 

Is allocated to h.ndicrafts and hut construction. Of men's home production 
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Table Z Average Hours morxed Per Person-Day, by Sex ind Economic Class 
For Ever Married Persons in Char Gopalpur. 1977 

X.;ies rFmales 

SHns r &.ms -H 3.1is H Owns 

Acti-Ities" Half Acre 
or Less 

( ) .ore Tran 
Half Acre 

() Total 
Wales 

() Half Acre 
Or Less 

(M) .re Than 
Half Acre 

(., Total 
:emales 

(t) 

(1) 12) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

Animal Care .D9 (1) .1 (11) .53 ( 6) .16 (2) .12 1) .14 2) 

Crop Production .79 (9) 3.20 (42) 2.26 (27) .ZU (2) .35 4) .218 3) 

Handicrafts .01 (0) .04 (1) .03 ( 0) .33 4) :23 2) .28 3) 

Traoing 1.57 (17) .50 (3) .98 (12) .16 Z) .01 0) .07 1) 

Wage vrk 4.35 (47) .92 (12) 2.26 (27) 1.04 (13) .05 1) .49 b 

Other income 1.32 (14) Sz (7) .F3 (10! .35 (41 .07 1) .20 2) 

Hut Construction .11 ( 1) .18 (2) .15 ( 2) .15 (2) .15 2) .15 2) 

Income Earning 
(subtotal) 8.25 (89) 6.27 (81) 7.04 (85) 2.4c (0) 0.9G (12) 1.61 (19) 

R~ce Processing .00 ( 0) .02 ( 0) .01 (0) .53 (7) 1.89 (22) 1.29 (16) 

Fire,vood .07 ( 1) .04 (1) .05 (1) .46 (6) .27 ( 3) .36 ( 4) 

Houseort .*9 (10) 1.30 (17) 1.14 (14) 1.88 (23) 2.12 (25) 2.01 (24) 

Food Preparation .04 (0) .02 (0) .03 (.) 1.92 (24) 2.48 (29) 2.23 (27) 

Childcare .03 { 0) .07 (1) .05 ( 1) .25 (11) .75 (9) .30 (10) 

son-Income Home 
Production 1.04 (11) 1.45 (19) 1.29 (15) 5.62 70) 7.52 (88) 6.68 (81) 

(subtotal) 

Total a4or 9.29 (100) 7.71 (100) 8.33 (100) 8.03 (100) 8.50 100) 8.29 (100) 

Persons 55 83 138 78 96 174 

Total 
Person-Oays 1119 1760 2879 1633 2069 3702 



Notes to Table 2 

a. 	Animal Care includes collecting fodder In addition to tending and caring 
for animals. 
Crop production includes all field operations, for all crops, from clearlng 
land -tirowiuirwo st , carrying to bart , thresh Ig, and markettng where 
applicable; processing by-products, seed prepara tIon and storaq,,; tree, 
vine, and all kitchen garden cultivation; all other associated activities 
such as plot inspection, supervision, purchase of inputs, maintaining or 
repairing tools, negotiating sharecrop contracits, arranging credit, and 
registering land. Excluded are rice processing activities beginnlng with 
parboling paddy. 
landicrafts includes all activities associated with serling quilts (piece 

~a 'te),--haml.o weaving, and other crafts, for sale or home consumption. 
Trading Inicludes petty coumnodity trading simply Invnlving purchase and 
resale; small businesses whichi involvi some inermndiate processing (e.g., 
purchasing unhusked paddy, husking it at hnme, and sell ing husked rice); 
and other "bisiness" such as operating a small sh p and labor contractor. 
W rse__ork agricuiltura ron-agricultural, temporary (daily)Includes , or 
permanent, regardless of location. 
Other Income Work rncludes fishing, regardless of scale of opration and 
assoc-iteii activilies; other hunting and gatherinu activities; begoing; 
and self-employed skilled work, such as caribenter, midwife, deed writer. 
tut Construction Incluies cnn;,tructon and repair of own home and property
 
(nUa]irediy covered ahove).
 
Rice ProcessIng includes parhol1trig, husking, drying, cleaning and winnowing,
 
aid 5ssoiatei activities.
 
Firewood Collection includes scavangirn for tinder, wooi, and other fuel,
 
kil TIU NKivities as iakinig dung cakes for fuel.
iii 
Housework ini:ludes (arrying water, cleaning huts and hompstead, washini 
ci t And istis, erving mpai, prelaring hnuka, ard runnirg ,rrands. 
Also includes shopping for household itens. 
fonF lreparatior includes cook ing, grirning spic's andr pulse, washing, peel tig, 
cuffing Iod, etM. 
Child Care includes care of own childrern, breastfeeding, and care of 'others'' 
Twhhicir ,:coints for a very small amount of child care tLime). 

). 	This refers to total persnn-days present for Interview. Fx : 1 denare cases of 
missing data and days ahsent from the village. lecausp of these exclusions, 
total person-days are net divlsible ty 25. Permanent servants in richer 
househnlds are excluded. 
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time, almost all Is accolited fo by shopping for consuner qrxys (Inclui-ed in 

"housework"). Altte xjh w)men have complete responsibility for preFarfinq me!als 

at home, they do m t themnelves go t the market to make pjrchn!sPv, flecauLe of 

the strictures of purdah and the d(iitance ot the bazaar from the village 

(3/4-2 miles depending on where one is located in the vllvaje), men do the 

shoppincj.g Men allocate very little time to child care, food preperation, 

firei.ood collection, rice processing, or other kinds of housework. In con

trast, food prep-iration, hoLework, arl rice processlryj together account for 67 

percent of womI:ns later time. 

Aggregate patterns of w)rk time allocation mask Imprtant economic class 

differences for both men an(] women. Colunns (l)-(2) and (4)-(5) In Table 2 

distinguish for men and women, respectively, work time allocation for merbhers 

of households oinlng a half-acre of -irable land or less (columns (1) and (4)) 

and members of households 1 7owning thanmore ha alf acre. Of the 114 houre

holds In our sample, 58, or 51 percent, own or control half an acre or less. 

O these, 38, or 32 percent, own no arable land at: all. A compar i ,n of rich 

and poer males shows major differences In time allocation. Fbrty-thrx percent 

(3.20 hours) of the lahor time of richer men Is devoted to crop cultivation, 

while this activity accounts for only 9 percent (.79 hours) among poor men. 

Wage work (47 percent of all w.rk time), trvllng, and fichilr (lch accoUnts 

for most of the 1.32 hours In "other Incoens") occupy the majority of poorer 

men's time. With the exception of "hoLework" (filch, as noted, in the case of 

men Is primarIly shopping), however, the time allocated by both rich and 

poor men to home production Is utiformly small. 

Poor women (colunn 4) spend more than twice the time in Income-earning 

work (2.40 hours versus 0.98 hours) ffian do richer women (coLinn 5). Post of 

this difference Is accounted for by the 1.04 hours (13 percent of all work 

time) that poorer women allocate to wage work. the distribution of time within 
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the category of home production Is similar for both classes of women, withi the 

major exception being that the richer class spendl.- 22 percent (1.89 [n.rs) of 

total work time processing rice compared to 7 percent (.53 hours) for the 

poorer class.
 

Whi'le class differences In time allocation are qi!te alparent for both men 

and women, it Is nevertheless remarkable how Inflexible the sexual division of 

labor is across class. Thus, althotuh poor women do enjage In wage work and 

other activities whiich are either typically male or which take them outside of 

the homestead much more thian richer wvmen, the totAl 1,-i4OIL of time Involved Is 

.mal I. Fbr poor wtmen, time in trading, wage work, and "other income" togethler 

total 1.55 hours--19 percent of their total work time, and 21 percent of the 

average hours spnt in the same activities by poor mon. Ml)reover, while it Is 

not clear from Table 2, the great majority of women's earning time Is devoted 

to employment ilch Is p:clliarly female--that Is, rice processing ard service 

as servants In riclr inuseholds. 

The. riglIdity of time sexual division of labor ac.ross ecornmic class Is a 

reflection Of the power of patriarchy In the society. In t-heabsence of a
 

system of male dcreiinance (or with a weaker stm) , we can speculate that need 

alone would (ictate a higher level of income-earning activity by poor women. 

Why patriarchy Is perpetuated in the face of the poverty that exists In the 

lower eco inlc class Is a complicated tbt Imfortant questlon. Tat men bernefit 

materially from th. pr)mr that they exercise over women Is clear. FirAt, they 

are provided with services and amenities filch they would otherw~se have to 

provide for themselves or do without entirely. Second, there Is -t least 

qualitative evidence that the distribution of food and consumer goods within 

tile household favors men In genera] and adult men the most.8 Less tangible 

but probably no less Important benefits Include satisfaction gained from 

exclusive access to various aspects of social life and a feeling of Impor

tance. 19 
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While such benefits may accrue to all men, to richer men greater benefits 

accrue, and they are in a much better position to savor tlem. This is sug

gested by a comparison of total hours worked In Table 2. Wen total work time 

is dlsaggregated by economic class, we see not only that in richerwomen 

households work more than men (8.50 compared to 7.71), but that with rising 

economic status, women's mrk actually Increases from 8.03 hours per day to 

8.50 hours per day. In contrast, men's work time decreases almost two hours 

per day on average, from 9.29 among the poor to 7.71 among tle relatively rich. 

It Is probably correct to say that with an Increase In economic status, the 

burden of work decreases for men while for women it remains the sime. 20 That 

Is, richer men hirt% agricultural labor (or sharecrop land out) instead of 

working themselves. Just as the demand for agricultural labor Increasns with 

size of holding, so too does the demand for home produrction labor, not only 

because of Increased demard for rice processing labor, but also becaiee hote

hold and homestead size tend to Increase. The kind of stlltutilo of hired 

labor for own labor, however, that teems to occur for men, does not occur for 

women, at least not to the same extent. K4n gain because Pxpernditure on wages 

for female servants or rice milling clarges is avoided. Their gain Is at th. 

expense of women.
 

Poor mer, do not have the option of redl-ing their work ioad. fNong the 

poor, the fact that men Work more than women Is primarily explained by the 

limited opportunities for expanding women's Income-earning work. While these 

women may appear to have greater "leisure" than men, It Is unlikely that It 

21
 affords them much comfort, given their poverty.


Even If the present system of patriarchy, with Its assoclated limited 

market for women's labor, were, on balance, materially disadvantageous to poor 

men (and It Is not clear that such Is the case), it Is unlikely that tle. system 

would be seriously undermined, as long as relatively rich men contLinf-d to 
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benefit. Although patriarchy creates a certain solidarity amorg men, It does 

not interfere with the class hierarchy which .- Rirates thrn, or the Power MA 

dep r lence rel atloniril-n bet,en them. 

Seasonal variation in work. 'lie annual agricultural cycle resultz in 

substantial seasonal variation In thre e-or)mmic activity of both men ald women. 

Seasonal eaks In activity coincide with tire harvst ard processin of the. amen
 

rice crop, biefinninj In late tbvrvmlber avy1 continuing throrlxh early January, ard
 

tie arves;ting ard 
 proce.s.Inq of tie am. rice and jute crol , beginning In June 

and continuing throolh July. Of the cromred area In tr village, the 1976-1977 

amon crop accounted for 36 percent of the total , ard the 517 aus and jute 

crops cctnhined accounted for an additional 45 percent. 

Figure I plots the monthly abol ute deviations from annual mean hours 

worked for ever-married men and women in ho-eholds ovnirvg more than half an 

acre. Panel I of Figure 1 plots monthly variations in total vork time ard 

Panel 2 plots monthly variations in home prodr tilon time for womevaId income

earning time for mn. Altlnugh tire seasonal t.rend Iine for woKmen ljs sliqht

ly behind men's, male atd female fl:tvitlons In ecorvwnic ativi ty corresporri 

closely. f1ue lag is, of coure, do- tn the re7'p'ctlve roles of men and Worneol 

In the production process, with mrn s[weclal Izing in harvest and preharvest 

activities, and womer special izinrj In jstharvest activities. In Panel 2, 

women's peak periods of activity in [X0cembr-Jaunuary, Junne-,Jily, and early 

December ,-.re primarily dive to extra time a]locat.] to rice pirocesstryi activi

ties. A relatively slack period for both men 
and ,imen begins after the aus
 

rice and jute harvest and postharvest 1eak, dur ing the Nlght of the rainy
 

season and Ilamo!run (August I6-September 14 in 1977), the Is] inic month of
 

fasting.
 

In contrast to the coordinated and marked seasonal 
swings In vr~men's home
 

proxhttion work and men's income-earning work, seasonal variation In men's home
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work 	 and vomen's Income-earninq work (Panel 3) Is relatively slight. Fbr men, 

the apparently sharp rise In home production time In Agust-September Is 

explained by Inordinately long periods seiet at th baalar sholVIrq for the 

household. As earlier, bazaar annted the Is center of socIal actIvIty and 

trips to the market for iatever prclt.:tLive xJrl, ;e (e.g., sellinlg ptodth:e or 

making purchares) alro serve as recreation for men. lIhe peak In female Incone

earning t ime In February-larch is the result of bhm;y petrlol in gardena cu.1ti

vatlon (pairticularly squash, pmtnpkin, an] beans), hut repair, and handicrafts 

(primarily sewing quilts) . With the exception of these two peaks, however, 

there Is little flLtwtion In men's time Inputs to hcme production, or women's 

time inputs to Income-earni-q wourk. This further lliunstrates the riglidity of 

the functional division of labor between sexes.the f ile ard female labor 

are not homogeneous; they are not suhstLtutai)le mndet the pres'Pnt circjm

.tances. lim (:ort ;Vmmmdence of neas;onal variation In men's and wiimen's W)rk 

evident In Pamels I and 2 shows tm. the two types of ]al-or are highly c(cnpl (

mentary. Thiere is no Indication, however, given different peaks in labor 

demand for men and wonen, that trun Increase their work time In order to eanp 

work 	 loads of w)men, or vice versa. 

The agricultural cycle In large Rirt determines the avjgregate donand for 

hired l]bor In the village and thus the seasonal fluCtuations in ecormic 

activity amonq ixeor. contrast thethe In to situation of relatively rich 

women, however, neasonal variations In timetotal work of roor ome.n are Influ

enced more by variations of Incomne-earning time than home proMdmtion time. 

Figure 2 plots the monthly ahoolite deviations In work time from the annual 

averages for men and womon In poor households (I.e., owoIng a half acre or 

less). Panel I of Figure 2 plots variations In total work time; Panel 2 

plots variations In income-earning time for hoLh men and women; and Panel 3 

plots variations In home prodotion time. There are clear similarities between 
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Figure 2 Seasonal Varioa ion In Work - Poor Men and Women
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the rich and poor In seasonal patterns of t.otbl work thie for both men arvi 

women (Panel 1). hus, for men, work peaks In W)vinber-January and In Kiy-

June, with a slack period In July-{e] ember. R)r w men, tw mo';t prornoticod 

peak is In June-July, followed by an extendex slack perlod. Ibwuver, there are 

also clear dlifferenceq. Fbr exxiple, Ioor men experleoce two distinct troughs 

,
(Janutary-Apr 11 and July-to:toi)er) while rich m ,e only one (July-(tohr) 

For landles men, agricultural employment is hard to fird after the erxl of 

the amon harvest and before oedtlrng of aus and Jute beqIn in April. WVgetable 

crois; and the boro (winter) rice crop which are harvested during that period do 

not create much employnent, and lard for aus ard Jute In tritsally prepFred and 

s1wn by family lalbor. 

While seasonal variations in total work are rothiy ccnprahle for rich 

and poor women, the pr lnctilal source of variation Is hoine proxuction for the 

[ormer an] Incown-(arnhnv work (primarily vnge vwrk) for the latter. The major 

source of wage emp]o ment for rxo)r women thro-rjlY-ut the year is ric-e ,roeq

sing. '111e June-July peak In w)men's inconf-earntrvj time (Panel 2) Oc'nbines 

wage work In iIce processing and In separatinq jute fihre from Its stalk. 

Significantly, this Ieak and other fltx~ttations In l,)or women's Income-earniq. 

time correspond more closely to the seasonal pAttern of richer women's home 

pcoduction time than the pattern of poor men's income-earning time. 'Ibis 

attests to thO exireme secinentation of male and female rural labor markets. 

Among the poor, there Is some indication that women's Income-earnily] 

activity Increa!e.!s at times when men's activity is relatively low. In Finel 2, 

there are small pvaks In female Inccwnr-earnlng thfo dur i FebrWary-ftarch and 

August-September, b)oth perloris of relative slackness for poor males. Th.9 

could suigest that wives' market work Is responsive to variatiori In husbands' 

activity, however the evidence Is too weak at this point to wrrant a firm 

conclusion.22 It Is nevertheless clear for Le por, as for tie relatively 

23 

http:conclusion.22


rich, that male labor does not substitute for female home prodrtio, |alaor, 

regardless of the level of female Inconie-earning activity. to In the care of 

the rich, toe level of home prodrntLion time Is relatively Invariant thirotuthout 

the year for poor men (Panel 3, Fiqure 2). 

Women's work an(] the lIfe cj'cle. A woman's progression throujh her ife 

is marked by a series of transitions In statis. Transition events ai.illy 

Inclxle marriage, the death of her father-in-law, and t)(, death of her hushand. 

'1he periods In a woman's life which thesa events d(fnarcate and] the ar nrOated 

status' are (it terms of the w.mian' rel!ati ons;hip to tilt? head of huwoelud) 

thase of daughter, (lairhter-in-law, wife, and mother. Different frtternq of 

work, hours worked, and authority relaLions with otJlier w)men In thbe hottse

bold (haracterize each of these Ieriods. 'P aspetos of omnen's life cycles 

have vrticular significance for Lim social control of women and the orpetiln-

Hurn of patriarchy. rone is the process of sex-role social ization during 

childhood. he socornd Is the hierarchy that exists beteen women of d lfferent 

start:., In the same hoWiselold. in general , r)lder momen doninate yom 'Jer women 

(i.e., moth.rs-in-law drminate datiqhters-- In--law, elder brothers' wives dcninate 

younger brothers' wives, etc.) . 11his ae stral fication anon women allies 

older women to prtrlarchal Interests (1becain both Fshare dc lnration and explol

tation of younger women) and also qive3 the younger women something to look 

forw rd to wiLth advanclog age.23 

Young girls spend most of their childli(xi learning the work roles, skills 

and tasks which constitute the women's share of the division )f labor. 2 4 11e 

process is largely one of learning by doing, and this yottry girls also sperl 

most of their childhood wrkIng. Ch!ildren of both sexes work lno j I-irs at 

early ages. Children begin to work In many octivitles as yoiling as ages 4, 5, 

and 6. By the age of 13 they work on average as long or loner than aldults. 

This Is true of female children regardless of economic class. More signifi

cant Is the fact yhatA'thre cexual division of labor manifests .tself lomn the 
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beginning. An earlier analysis of the participation of ch'dren In a large 

variety of economic activities conclucdced: 

For male children there Is little overall participation in hoie
keeping or food preparation; likewise for females there is very
little participation inmarketirj activities or, wil:h tle exception
of harvesting chillies and potatoes, in aqricultiiral field opera
tions. For virtllly every type of task, such speciali7,ition is 
evident. [For example] with regard to animal hu-bbsYJry, boys tenl 
cattle, which involves extensive grazing arnd searching for fodder,
while girls tend chickens. With regard to xrne upjkeep, men and boys 
repair mat walls and thatched roofs, while youxj girls repair mtd 
floors. 

(Cnin, 1977b:212 AMt TAhle 2) 

Such a thoronglh division of tasks at very young ages erwle iers unambguoir 

and powerful norms regarding appropriate work roles aryl responsibilities of 

male3 and females. 

A young woman's apprenticeship does not end at the time of her marriage. 

After joininq her husband her work Is usually closely supervlsed by the hus

band's mother. 2 5 During the Initial period of marrfaie, a datrjhter-In-law's 

6ll iqence and skill are critically evaluated by elder Wmen In Ue household, 

and If fault is found the elders will Intervene. Fbr many activities, rice 

processin3 at the height of tie harvestinq steason for ex.inple, the other-in

law will actually allocat: tasks to the dairjhter-in--law ary directly control 

her labor. The extent and pericoI of sIt)ordination obviously varies, hou%-ver, 

even after the son and daug hter-In-law have established a separate household 

(usually In the same bali), tho, mothr-In-law's authority will continue to be 

felt. A woman gains increasing autorny with Vje arwl the birth of her chil

dren. The death of the father-in-law will undermine the authority of the 

motlwir--In-law hut not ellminate it. The cycle is ccmplete when a V4-m~an's first 

daulrhter-in-law enters her IK-tuehold. 

Figure 3 shown tile averagle hours of work per day of ever--married woew by 

economic class and relationship to head of household. the results smxjgest 
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Figure 3 Avera9 Hours of Work for Ever Married Women
 
by Rnlation to Hoad of Houe.hold and Eoonomio Claoe
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first, that as women advance In status within the tligehold, things do indeed 

get better. The total work time of daughters-in-law (9.7 hours) on average 

exceeds that of wives (8.3 hours) and Is almost double that of mothers (5.1 

hours). Second, within status groups (i.e., mother, wife, datghter-In-law), 

total work time Is relatively invariant across economic class. As noted 

before, age stratification among women strenghthens the patriarchal system. 

The similarity of variations In work time by status for both rich and poor 

women Is consistent with powerful and pervasive p-triarchil control. Third, 

while women benefit In Increased leisure ard power over younger women as they 

advance In status within the hous3ehold, these gains aL,: forfeited if, after the 

death of their husbands, they do not rrinain Integrated In their son's house

hold. T'he si tuation of widows who head their own households stands In strk 

contrast to that of their more fortunate peers, poor mothers of household 

heads. Tlhe former work 8.6 hours [.er day as comnpared with 5.1 hours for poor 

mothers. Moreover, the relative Independence of fenale heads also re"uires 

that they work m,,ch longer hours on average In Income-earning activities. 

ChIldrearinq and work. Child care In rural Bangladesh Is most time-

Intensive for women during the first few years of a child's life. During this 

period the majority of a woman's time Input to child care (as we define It) Is 

devoted to breastfeedlrKg. Although children are typically breastfed for very 

long periods In 13angladesh,26 the amount of care that they receive after age 

3 is relatively minor. It Is difficult to assess the extent to which child 

care represents a constraint to women's market woirk, Independent of the effects 

of the more general sy'tem of pitriarchy. Ibwever, we do have some evidence 

that income-earning time declines, at least for the poor, with the presence of 

very young children (less than two years of age). Table 3 and Figure 4 show 

hours worked for currently married women only, by economic class and age of 

youngest child. Among richer women, who in any case do not participate In 
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Table 3 
Average hours worked per person-day by age

of youngest child and economic class, for 

currently married women In Char Gopalpur, 1977
 

Households owning Ilouseho' Js owning more 
a half acre or less than hair an acre 

Activity Women wi th Women without Women with Women without 
children 
age 0-1 

young children children 
age 0-1 

younq children 

Income Earning .96 
 2.17 .88 
 .99
 

Thild Care 
 1.26 
 .76 1.31 .62
 

)ther home production 6.10 4.95 
 7.58 6.76
 

Fotal Work 
 8.82 7.88 9.77 
 8.37
 

18 36 24 
 61
 

lerson-Days 388 773 
 548 1318
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Figure 4 
 Average Hours of Work for Currently Married Women
 
By ag of Youngest Child and Eoonomio Clas
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market work which takes them outside the home, average time in Income-earning 

work Is the same (one hour) for women with young children and those with
cut. In terms of total work time, richer women with young children o)rk 
considerably more on average than those without. ofMich the difference would 
ape-ar to be due to Increased child care time (1.31 ver;tis .62 hours), however, 
other home production time also seems to Increase. Among poor 	women, the 
presence of young children would seem to have a significant Jipact on wmen's 
Income-earning activity. Poor women without yung children work on average 
about twice the number of hours In Income-earning activities as women with 
young children. As In the case of richer women, child care time, other home 
production time, totaland work time Is greater for poor women with Infants 

than 	 those without.
 

The apparent aegative effect of Infant child 
care on market work pairtici

r.ation Is wejky imuhstantlated by regression analysis. Tbah1v 4 presents the 
rnsults of a regression analysis of time In income-earning work (both total 
Income-earning hours hoursand in wage work, trading, and other lncr4ne work 
only) on p-esence of young child (dichotomous variable), age of wuman,'and 

value of household assets. lhese equations were estimated usJng ordinaty least 
squares for the whole sample of currently married women, and for poor women 
alcne. Metric coeffircents with standard errors are presented. M1ille the 
coefficients for presence of children are significantly negative for all 	the 
equations, the relationship is not strong. In most cases the coefficient for 
presence of young child Is only slightly greater than twice the standard error. 
As one would expect, the trade-off between child care time and income-earning 

time Is most pronounced among the poor. 

While the negative Impact of child care on female market work Is an 
Important finding, Implying rerhapi a reduction In welfare for womenpoor and 
rheir household, following the birth of a child, its significance mist be kept 



Table 4

Regression analysis of income earning work time

of currently married women, Char Gopalpur, 1977
 

Dependent Variables
 

All currently 
 Poor currently 
married women amarried women


Independent 
 Total Income 
 Outside lncornp Total Income Outside Income
 
Variables Earning Time Earning Tine" 
 Earning Time Earninrq Time
 

Presence of
 
young child

(dichotomous 
 -.468 
 -.387 
 -1.22
variable) (.22 3)c 

-.880

(.196) (.44) 
 (.412)
 

Age of woman .008 
 -.002 
 -.001 
 -.007
(.00) (.007) (.01)) (.015)
 

Value of

household 
 -.000004 
 -.000013 
 -.00006
assets (tkj) (.000002) (.000001) (.00004) 

-.00008 
(.00004)
 

Intercept 1.28 
 .876 
 2.40 
 1.94
 
R2 (unadJusted) .09 .06 .19 .15 
N 133 133 
 52 

a household owning half acrean of land or lessb total time in wage work, trading, and other Income work onlyc numbers in parentheses are standard errors 
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In perspective. In particular, It does nY)t follow that the time denanfds of 
childbearing or rearing are the most imp rtant or even a major factor affecting 
either the kinds of market work women engag e In (e.g., Informal vs. formal; 
near the home vs. away from thp hme) or their overall rates f yvirtfcrl.it.on 
In rural Oang ladesh.27 S,ch a cory-lILqlOn cannot be recorn1l1fi with the fact 
that In other societies In out:h N.sia (Mmi im inclutied), with similar regimes 
of fertility, women's particirvitlon in market work Is often as high as men's, 
and In all cases seems heto greater than that of women in Hangladesh.20 
Furthermore, such a conclusion cla,-mmes w th the gross tryiercriployment (relative 
to men) of female heads of households, who we know are not constranod by 
childrearing responsibllities and wfbo mi.t: Ipirticipate in the la r market In 
order to survive (see Figure 3). ie turyeremplomTnent of these wo)men and rnor 
women in general relative to Ismen primarily a consequience of highly segre-
qated markets for male and female labor, with the employnent opportunmities on 
the female side many fewy-r than on the male side. he degree of labor market 
noqreqation Is not simply a neutral k:comclation of w)men's childrearirj role.
 
Paither market segreqjation Is a
both consequence of and a means for erpetmatInq 

the system of patriarchy. 

.e9Lenated labor markets. In rural Pangladesh, T,.ore so than In many 
underdeveloped agrarian societies, the evidence for sex-segregated (or seg
mented) labor markets Is clear and nabigmtos. The market for a womnan's labor 
Is normally (there are excetions) demarcated oKth iliysically and functionally. 
'Tlle physical limits of the market for a |nrticular woman's labor are describedl 
by a circle with a radits of 200-400 yards with her homrestead as the center of 
the circle. 'lie radius of the circle will vary depending on size ofthe the 
village neighborhood (pra) In fifch she lives, the ho)mogeneity of her ._ra In 
terms of kinship and other social criteria, and the degree of her or her 
husband's social Integration within the aral. The precise size and shape of 
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the area demarcated Is, of course, not Important. Mhat Is Jmrrtant is that,
geographically, the market for tlhe labor of any given worrlin is filal] , and the
pool of potential enpinyper IsI Jmited by the cor"]ition that some. sort of prior
s;ocial telatlonship exists between the woman neeking work and the employer. 
Tite relationship miqht be based on kinship, joint m1nber.ship in a mallot (s.ee
above) , allegiance of a woman's hushand to a faction leader, etc. "bese 
criteria u.;ually overlap. 'The norms of Purdah Inflivvmce tlm distance a woman 
woild he willt i to travel to w-ork, or tie dI stance a ht;band would p-'rmlt his 
wife to travel, a woman's willfiqness to w)rk for a stranger, andI the re<.ep
tivity of potential employers. Ps note,! previously, the psychic and more 
tanglhje cost,; of job search rise qulckly Oien a wonan leaves the confines of 

her *circle."
 

It Is not only the discomfort a woman would feel If she goes beyond
the boundary that acts as a constraint to wider-ran,1

1 g job s-arch. Wealthy 
hotuseholIds with wi lrh shn i not relatNd in :Ome w-iy, , ther In the village or 
Out:side o f the villaJe, beI)e]dmixr-h less likely t eimploy her becairarlse Is 
a stranger. 0rt the one hand, such households W)uld rlsk violating norms of 
propriety; and on the other hand, Lhy wommld alreary havi, a nIT Iter of client 
women to whom they were patrons and to Whom favored access to employment 
opa rton i ties would be offered. In contrast to the .ituation for women, [be
market for male labor Is much more extensive. Mille men ma.. also eitablisl-h 
stable relations with certain familiar enployers, they nevertheless have the 
opportu'nity of looking for and findirng ork In other [irts of the village, In 
other villages, and In the tows. 

In addition to cleogral:-hic limits, the market for female labor Is limited 
func tIonally. For thp most part the division of labor hilch exists In tjhe
household also applies to markets for male and female labor. That Is, women 
find wage employnent In the village, primarily serving as servantq within 
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richer households, ard processing rice and other croig. 'fhe field work in 

which they find wioye employent, is luitted to a few croixi whilch are nornally 

planted clos;e to the owner's bari. Mible 5 shows; the distribution of cases of 
female wage employment by tylp of employiment In (liar Gopllpur. 'lie 310 cases 

In Table 5 were transcritbed frum Lhe timebilget tozms. 2 9 We call e tWt 

77 percent of all caSeS of female WYL hployiiment lnvulve witk done In tlhe 

empl uyer'- Irr (general botis.work, rice poces!intj, sewrfij quilts, arnd otler 

food proce~ssng) . 'flhe laryet source of employnent for wmeii is rice proces

sing (50 percent of all. cases) . Field wotk, inClLbiih dL chillies,IvestLrIj 

potatoes, nl(] gjiOtmid nuts, accutirits for only 16 percent tLheot tal, adid, as 

noted, involves work which IS jiK~rmally lbtrated close to Ihe emiployer's bart. 

Str i png jute fibre, which accouint, for 5 percent of total voge eull3loyiienLt, 

al ) takes p)lAte CI o I ) tLW employr' IS bm 1. 30 

irthin the botziul I es that define n.he tliys ical llimits of a wman's inatket 

area , lier "r tic lpttiiion In Volye Vouk IS I umnLd theseto tA:iks. 'ih,v, even if 
rice and j ut.e ore plinted within a woman's market area, she will r)t "anbe 

played in field odirations on tlse cro-z . ,kge uuploiimenLt In rice and 'jute 

cultIValion iS tile )re[ojltiv (it Ilen alOl. In the course of our field w)rk, 

we regularly conducted plot thesurveys iii village, tlietrvlewirij laborers 

,."rking on plots undergoing partLicular oprations. 'lluse sutivuys began with 

the 1976-77 ;jivin Irves. -''d cunLn od LhrOunJh early 1971. Ii totl Wt!eoLtier

ated and ttervlewed laborers on 1,917 plots dUri mjt:waaboau harvests, tile 

1977 bot d harvest, weeding of aus and au_jutLe, anld jute tkirvets, ond aatlon 

transplanting. None theof ltarers on these plots, either hired or tupaid, 

were Women; aill wttu men. For jute strlf4il, of 716 hlired laborers Inter

viewd, Orly 60, or 8 percent, were wumn. 

'llie Coniecitlence j o' sugregated libor markets are tIit wmen's wages are 

lower than men's and women are lesIs likely to find vyju onlploylaert when they 
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Table 5 
Sources of Female Wage Employuent*
 

Source of Wage Number 
Emp 1oymen t of Cases Percent
 

General liouseworka 
 62 20.0 

Husking and Rice Processing Only b 156 50.3
 

c
Sew Khatha
 12 3.9
 

Other Food Processingd 
 8 2.6
 

Strip Jute 
 16 5.2
 

Harvest Chilli 
 19 6.1
 

Harvest Potato 8 2.6 

Iarvest Ground Nut 
 16 5.2
 

Other Fieldwork e 
 7 2.3
 

Other Mlscellaneousf 6 
 1.9
 

Total 
 310 lOU.O 

Notes:
 

Transcribed from the time budget forms. 
a General Housework combines a number of tasks such as cleaning, 

helping to prepare meals, etc. Itoften also includes husking
 
paddy and other rice processing tasks.
 

b Includes parboiling, husking, drying, winnowing (cleaning).
 
Only one case of threshi ig.
 

c Most khathas (qults) are produced on a piece rate In one's 
own home. The cases included here are for a daily wage 
In the employer's homestead, not piece rate. 

d Includes grinding pulse, processing garlic, clean and peel 
onions, winnow pulse, separating potatoes by size. 

e Includes harvesting garlic, mulching, carrying paddy, weeding.
 

f Includes feeding cattle, preparing cakes (cooking), making

fish net, drying jute stalks, and sitting with mother and
 
newborn child.
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'.want it. S..regated markets mean that the deiwvcd for male labor is irld[pcmidti1t 

of the demand for female labor. Moreover, wage ltployment U]LIiand generated by 

male source isImuch greater than that generated by tLmal sourcu.s. For 

example, while rice and jute reF:resenLt 86 prcent of tihe bitdal crolid area in 

the vil1age, chi li I, totao , and g'ro-J InLt (m rops in wiIchI.lmuen Iid dnil uy

ment) together account for only 3 percent. And, as noted betor e, iIcher 

ilo.iseholds are less likely to hive female labor fur rice I)rocessin,j thOn they 

are male labor for agricultural oif:ratLios. Consequefntiy one flids sharp 

differentials in tle daily wages of males and fulmales on any given day. 'ile 

chilli harvest overlapis with wt:edirig for aus rice and jute. In late April 

1977, we found wome'n harvesting chillies at a daily rate equgvalenL to 2.5-3 

taka, 31 while at the same time men were earning the equivalent of 8--10 tdka 

for weeding. Similar differentials exist in other perlods, when, fu, ux~ilipl., 

men are employed In harvesting at the samie time Ai~ljll ale laiploy d Ini rice 

processing.
 

Sex differentials In time allocated tu miqu wrk (Tables 
2 anl 3) them

selves suggest hLt rjmen are less likely to find m&,je vxrk ticii men. 'lhble 6 

presents s] Jghty more conventional nd ice.-s of labor force ar ticiliation, 

compainr Ig xur m l and female heds of householi. 1Urtic ktlon rates are 

calculated fur V.Jje vrk alone, for ige work, trading, h1dIidhrafts, aiid "other 

Income" work combinhed, aid for all ircome-earnirij vrk (eXccliing hut con:iLtrtw

tion) . '11sree particik tion rates lle pteerted: prsons ever parLtici~uting 

(in any of the 25 bid,jet rotuid]s) a! it p rcentage of all ixrins (LF1I44); days 

of partic I tion as a i-:rcentage of Lotal [prson-days (t.FPU2) , and days 

of FdrticllAtlon aa a l1.rcent4,je of total jr!:om-Ja-y for rer',u ever ihrtici

patiig only (LFPIP3) . Vk comipie temale heads of ltuselxId with males btcause 

among women the former are time most likely to be actively seeking egwirk. 

Table 6 sbows that for all measures of Iabtor force participAtion, the rates fur 
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Table 6 
indices of Labor Force Participation
 

for Poor Ever Married Men and Female Heads
 
of Household, Char 5opaipur, 1977*
 

Poor Ever Married Men 
 Female Heads of Household
 

Activity 
 Average Hours 
 Averaoe Hour
 
Groupa LFPR(1)b LFPR(2)c LFPR(3)d 
 per doere LFPR(1) LFPR(2) LFPR(3) per doer
 

WaQe work 76 41 52 
 10.6 64 
 17 26 7.4
 

Wace wcrk, trading,
 
handicrafts, and
 
"other income"
 
work, combined 96 
 71 73 10.0 
 82 44 53 8.0
 

'Ali inZore earning

work 96 83 86 
 9.7 91 
 63 68 6.6
 

Total persons 55 
 11
 

Total person-days 1119 
 251
 

Notes:
 

Derived from time budget data. 
a Categories correspond to those in Table 2.
 
b LFPR(1) is the number of persons ever participating in the activity(s) (in one 
or more of the 25 time budget
 

rounds) as a percentage of all persons.
c LFPR(2) is the number of days of participation (i.e., the number of days with a nor,--ero entry in the 
activity(s)) as a percentage of total person-days.
d LFPR(3) is the number of dpys of participation, as a percenzaqe of total person days for persons 
ever
 
participating only.
 

e 
 Average hours per day in activity for non-zero entries.
 



female heads of household are substantially loor than for male-. Wreover, 

the average length of work day Is shorter for fimaies (e.g., 7.4 hours In wale 

ework) than for mal es (10.6 hours in way work) . Wage work I.; trually the 

preferred activity because for leor men and women alike, It tends; to offer Lim! 

highest returns to laho)r imonrj alternative forms of Inc(one-earning work. Fur 

wage work alone (row I of Table 6), poor men find mployment for 41 percent of 

all person-days (LFP112) while feinale hoads of hoierteild find finploy~nent for 

only 17 percent of all person days. For all incorne-earnirnq vxrk (row 3 of 

Table 6) , men are rinployed 03 percernt of all perf;on-days while fenale hi-ads of 

hous-e.Oold are employed 63 percent of all pesrro-dayn. 

Inw wages and Inabll ty to find o)rk make it xtv fn-iy ditfficult for momen 

alone to earn enoogih for their own andI tixsir families' nsta,;intence. We fotid 

mean daily caloric consinption per ,rlult male eqivalent consumltion tnut (see 

note 21) to te 2000 calories for m#nl~ers of female head. Yh)tisey)ids as c(on

R-ired to an energy reqilrinent of 2475 calories. Thuvs, energy consicnption In 

these households Is 0l percent of re-pilremnrits, ard 68 percent of the overall 

sample average (2923 calories [e.r (lay). 

DIScuLi-qScn 

The picture tvi~t enerqes from our analy.sis of patriarchy and wom. 's work 

In rural Bangladesh is bleak. Male dominance Is grotsided in control of ma

terial resources, and stp (;rted by Interlockirg and reinforcing elfinonts of the 

kinship, political and relilou i !;ys-t.emns. PDwerful norms of female : Vclusmon 

extend to labor markets, severely I imlting women's or4ortbnfltIls for Idpepnd

ent. Income generation. At. the same Li me evidence sugrjests that nd r the 

pressure of Increasing poverty, male boryls of obliqation Lo soiport womel are 

weakening, thus creating increasing numnber: of women Mio mtsft fend for tlxin

selves. Potential agents of change or sources of resisLtance to thP current 

system of patriarchy, are tindermined by the Interaction of age, sex, and class 
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hierarchies. Among women, solidarity and potential resistance to patriarchy 

are undermine(] by an age hierarchy which allies older wmen to ptriarchMl 

interests, and by class differences between women. ?breover, the institution 

of purdah confers social 3tatus u)on )rnen, while at the saime tLime serving as 

an instrument of repression. Similarly, amorng p)or men, for whom the. material 

benefits of patriarchy are less than for the relatively rich, ard whose well

being might Improve if their wives could find more employment, potential 

resistance Is blunted by their l; sltion of dependence in the class hierarchy. 

I'wo points in the analysis are, In our view, particulariy important. 

First, women of all economic classes face not only the risksq ccimion to all 

households in rural Mrigladesh (e.g., flood, political disruption, epidemics, 

crop failure) but also the speclal risks associated with the patriarchal 

system. A, the bonds of ob] I ation hetween kit-, erole ,vder the prnsstlre of 

poverty, the risk nf precipitous declino In status for wouen increases. 

Second, women who, for whatever rear.)n, have no male on %Adlch to depend, arl 

have to sell their lal-r, [ace a labor market which is highly restrictell [oth 

Spatially and functionally, an<d the prospect of relatively low %ages and high 

rates of uwmployment. 

The risk and Insecurity that patriarchy Imposes on women represent a 

powerful systemic Incentive for high fertility. While nen are thoroughly 

socialized Into the patriarchal system and undothtedly value the statIL they 

achieve by maintaining high standards or pjur!la!Li, they are nevertheless very 

aware of theic Insecurity and the high risks that they face. Within the 

constraints of the patriarchal system, women do everything they can to hedge 

against risk arid create independent sources of security. 'This motivates 

behavior such as women rel inquishing rights to Inherited land In order to 

maintain good relations with brothers. Throngh such acts, a wnman creates a 

debt of obligation, which may be "called in" (withi admittedly uncertain re

stilts) If she Is divorced or widowed. Many other examples from the village 



that we studied come to mind, whih sxjgest thakt Wmen actively seek to hedge 

against patriarchal risk. With the collILlon of a yNg son a wainan may spll 

grain without her husband's knowle.-dge and arcirnulate savings In that miy. 

There are cases ,r women stirreptitiously purchasing land (ILtilly outside of 

the village) , or eng,)qIrwo In mor-wy-lerylirj activities without their husband's 

knowledge. However, the best risk Insurance [or %ompn Is to prodx:e s)ns, as 

many and as soon as possible. Wiltdvut a son, cons,;der -irjthe high probability 

of widowhood, a woman's wlfare In later years Is extrrfnely uncertain, regard-

less of steps she may have taken to create other s,-irces of sscurlty. lere
 

are other Incentives for high fortill, ty In rural Rani-
 ]vesl, mncl/kltryj the 

productivity of children in a labor-intenrive economy and rolethe that 

children, particularly sons, play In red(IlCrj the ecorO)Mic uncertainty that 

confronts househlds in general. The risks that Ritriarchy generate for women 

are, I)owver, Ilndeerlent ard prwrful Inrentives for high fertility, and given 

the streivth of tnderlyr. rotriarchal institutions, they present a significlnt 

obstacle t- government ix)rxolation policy initiatives. 3 2 

There Is convincing evidence to sir/[est that the employment situation for 

males In rural Bangladesh Is deteriorating. In the agricultural sector the 

rate of growth of labor demand In the last dec has less than 


agricultiral output, while the rate 


hae been that of 

of growth In output has Itself been sui

stantially less than that 
of agricultural labor force.3 3 'There is additional 

evldenc,. of a downward trend In real wages In the ivjrlcultural sector. 3 1 -IXr 

analysis stjgests, howver, that no matter IK)w bad the employment sitLation Is
 

for men, the situation for women 
 Is worse (i.e., higher unemployment and 

underemployment and lower wages). Moreover, given pItriarchal processes that 

generate Increasing proportions of wmen who must deiand on waqe employnent, 

the degree of labor market segmentatlon, and the strength of patriarchal 

structures which underlie market segmentation, the employment sIltttion In 

quite likely detpriprat Intg more rapidly for women than for men. , 



Thle Government of Bangladesh has endorsed the objective of raising the 

status 	of women, as Is reflected in the ConstItution,3 5 in planning docu
3 6ments, various government directives, 3 7 and, to a lesser extent, In 

programmatic activity. It Is difficult to determine the! extent to which such 

endorsements reflect conmitinent,real empty rhetoric, or expedient response to 

pressures applied by foreign aid agencies. In any case, It is likely that 

develojwnent planners and officials, If only throuKJh lack of data, inmay have 


the past underestimated the predicanent of rural 
 women, their vulnerability, 

and the strong Incentives for high fertility created by dependence ar1 patri

archal risk. While our analysis appears to present a strong argument for 

accordiry.j women hlgher priority in development plans and for greater government 

involvement In efforts to create enployment specifically for rural women, we 

are mindful both of the magnituxde and diversity of other developnent problems 

facing officials in Banqladesh and the limited data on which our anal)Is is 

based. 

We conclude witJ several observations about pAlcy formulation and imple

mentation which our analysis prompts. 

First, the systemic nature of ivitriarchy suggests that solutions to the 

problem of women's vulnerability and lack of income-earning opprtunity will 

not be easily arrived at. To the extent that policies seeking to Increase 

women's economic autonomy or protect their rights conflict with patriarchal
 

Interests, 
 such policies will meet resistance. Furthwrmore, resistance can be 

expected from women as wll as men, if policy 	Initiatives imply violating norms 

of purdalh, and thus threaten an important. component of women's social status. 

Second, because one can expect such resistance, programs designed to 

generate female employment and income opportunities (such as the Women's
 

Program of the I.iB.D.P.) 38 will need the full support of the central govern

mert in order to succeed. 



Third, and finally, because the market for women's labor Is so restricted, 

elimination of one of the more important sources of wage employment can be 

expected to have disastrous effects. Thie Government of Hanglaodesh in strongly 

committed to a policy of mechnizatlon of rIce processing. If the village wM 

stLdied Is at all typical, then wll over 50 percent of all female wage employ

ment is currently found in processing rice. While there may be strong po

litical reasons for pursuing stYh a policy, the government hould be apprised 

that mechanization will almost certainly severely erode an already fragile 

female labor market. 

Notes
 

1The Rural Land Occupancy Survey estimated the ntnber of landless 
households in 1977 to be 33 percent for all households (Jannuzi and Feach, 
1977). The proportion of "effective' landless-t)ose with less than half an 
acre--was estimated to be 48 percent of all households. The proportion of 
landless has increased from around 17 percent in 1960 to tJe prersent level at 
an expnnential rate of growth of between 5 and 7 percent per year (Clay,
1978a) . 

2liartmann (1979) points out that most ra1ical feminists define pitriar
chy as an ideological system of male dominance with ryiuiglogcal underpin
nings. For both MarxIsts and mainstream social scientists, patriarchy has 
referred to hierarchical relations beLween men (either age or fet1al hierar
chies). We adopt a modIfied version of lartmann's own definition, which 
emphasizes the material base of male dcnlnation of women. Fee also 1Lrtmann 
(1976).
 

3 'rhis conclusion is based on information taken from the prticipants in 
marriages that occurred during our field work. While the particulars of 
negotiations varied widely, 'with both cases of the bride's side giving more and 
cases of the groom's side giving more, and sometimes to the groom as Mll as 
the bride, in general tihe value of goods anId cash given ;as qnall. In other 
Muslim societies a more substantial dowry (rmhr) Is the rule (nee: PapaInek, 
1973). 

dEarly in 1977 a local hilon Cotncll election was held. Qandidates from 
a neighboring village defied trMition by taking their stuporters' wives to the 
polls, making elaborate arrangements to maintain the women's purdah. 7b 
counter this tactic, candidates from our village decided at the last minmWte to 
bring out the female vote. While this w.s the first time In memory tho't men 
had pe.mItted theIr wives to vote, the event 1itutratd %,omen'ssubordlnation 
to men rather than the beginning of a trend towards liberalization. Women 
on voting day were literally herded to lineage staging points in the village,
wearing burkas (cloth coverings extendlrg from head to foot), where they were 
carefully told ihow tp,yvot'e and for whom to vote by a male kinsman.-, 

A) 



5 Mallot Is the Interm used this locality for comnnLrity groups Identi
fied as eyal by Bertocci (1970) and saj by Mnan (1976).i 

6 Passage In the Koran (Sura 4:35) from Arberry (1955) quoted in Papanek 
(1973:307).
 

7MaLduli (1968) quoted in Papanek (1973:308). 

,See Bertocci (1970) and Abdullah and Zeidenstein (1979).
 
91n addition to other examples from our village, a number of such
 

cases are reported In Chen and Ghuvnavi (n.d.) and Abdullah and Zeldenstein 
(1979).
 

10 Khan (1976) and Clay (1976) doctuent a trer of declining real wages 
In agriculture over the past decade. Analv,ses by obinson (1969) and Clay and 
Khan (1976) suggest that since 1951 a-]ditions to the rural labor force have 
been redundant given existing capital stock and organization of production.
Between 1962-64 and 1975-76 per capita calorie consumption declined by 7 
percent (Institute of Nutrition an Food Science, 1977). 

11For example, see Bertocci (1970).
 

12In a sample survey, Farouk and All (1977) collected time allocation 
data on both men and women. This is an excellent stuly, but It focused more on
 
men than women, and recorded time use for only ore day. An excellent study of 
rural women, with a detailed descrIltion of women's work axd responsibilities, 
isAbdullah and Zelderistein (1979). 

13Calculated from data In Goverment of Pakistan (1961).
 

14Time 
use dita were collectei not through direct observation, but 
by retrospectively ieconstrtcting Je day's and previous evening's activities 
and activity durations. The data were collected by viv],g Youths wiho lived 
near and were famil iar with their respective respondents. Detils of the 
methods of data collection and processing are described In Cain (1977a),
available from t[ first author. The 114 hotLiseblds represent a random sample 
of the total popilation of 343 households. 

1 5Consolidating activities into two categories compromises the internal
consistency of the categories. Determlning which activities are *inctcie
earning" as opposed to nonincome home production" is not alvlys straight
forward, and In several cases, decisions were somewiat arbitrary. &_?eCain 
(1977b).
 

1(IWhile shopping for household consumption goMds Is certainly a neces
sary economic activity, It should be noted that the bazaar Is a center of 
social life and trips are made there for recreation as well as productive 
pirposes. 

17Ownership of land Is here measured de facto; that Is, land formally
owned Is adjusted for land mortgaged In or out, an( Tand taken in or given out 
rent-free. 
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l 8 Men always eat first, women last. If there is Insufficient foodfor the whole household, men will tend to connione proportionally more thanthose who follow. Poor men tend to be better dressed than poor Women. See:Chowdhury, Iuffman, and Chen (1978) and Abdullah and Zeldensteln (1979). (bthe benefits which men accrue from female labor see: ILirtmann (1979) and
Caldwell (1978). 

19on sexual oppression of women see Arens and van Beurden (1977). 
20A regression analysis of total hours worked on value of assets andage for men and women seprately yielded the following results (OLS): 

1 = 11.6 4 .000001 Assets - .093 AGE (R .37)
(.000003) (.0095) 

M = 11.2 - .000022 Assets - .050 AGE (R 22)
 

(.000005) (.013)
 

The asset coefficient for females Is not significantly different from zero,while for males it. is significantly negative. log anid doublelog regressions
yield the same resul ts.
 

21Mean caloric consuLfption per constmiption unit 
(persons were we lghtedby age and sex according to Chen (1975)) for hotuseholds Il the ]owrst wealthquartile was approximately 95 percent of daily enerqy requIrmnents. Potia o ndaily food constmnption -is collected along with the time bLXdgets. The calculation above incltxdes only data from February 1977 to Sept ibor 1977.
 

22The first small peak 
 is a consequence of above average time Inown hut constrttion and repair.
 

23Caldwnll 
 (1978) develoin a similar point. 

24For a more detailed analysis of children's work see: Cain (1977b). 
25While only 15 percent of all households are joint in the crosssectior (i.e., a point In time), most households go LhroLih a joint period intheir cycles. That Is, a son will usually bring his bride to live in hispirent's household for at least a short period.
 
26See flffman (1977). ,
 

27This conclusion is prominent In much of the literaturc For examplesee: 
 Birdsall and W-Greevey (1978).
 

28For example see: 
 Stoler (197 7 )-Indonesia; Dixon (1978)-South AsiaGeneral; Mencher and D'Amico (197 9)-South India; and []s Gupta (1976)-Northi
India.
 

29In this process, 
thus 

some cases were overlooked and ornitted by mistake,the number 310 underestimates the actual total. 

30After harvesting, jute Is steeped in water for several weeks to softenthe fibre. Most of the village Is flood]ed during this period (June-Cud y), withwater reaching right up to barl botudarles, but with raised dirt 1withs linkingmost bars in a gIven para-After steeping, jute bundles areLirotx.ijt to thenearest pnth, where fie fibre is then stripped from the stalk. 



31In 1977, US $1 
- 15 taka. 

32Our analysis of fertility differs from thai of Caldwe.lwhom patriarchy also (1978) forfigures p omlnently. (bldwell argti.s that highin societies such fertilityas Ranriladesh Is decisively determined hy the mater laladvantages accruintq to men as a result of theIr controland children. 4k VoUld over the labor of vAmenargo, to the contrary, that corKiit ioms external to t-hehousehold (environmental and social risks,
demand and the tchnologlcaly determlnr dfor labor) are decisive In determining
dominance high fertility. Ues':pite malewithin the family, hotqehotld m(mtw'rs nhar- Imprtant coTemnin Interestsdeal ing with such external conditions. Mreover, we wtil,
respect to fertility, that the argx, withrisks Oiich p[ti.rlarchy criate for w-_menmore ImporttLnt (elt-rmlnirwj are afactor than tln material advantage which accrkv: to 
men. 

.33See Clay and 
Khan (177) and 
Clay (19718a and b) .rate of growth Since 1960 theIn food grain ino.lmtion ha s benannual rate of growth In the 
le,;s tIhn 2 [orcent Mille the agr Icutural latxr force tv--i beenpercent. tN)rt at lea nt 2.1of the r1rowth In Njrlcultural outpwt hvs resulted from increas esIn yield rather than exfension of cultivated area. 

34See Clay (1976) td iMan (1976). 

35 eo 14wx-k (1917).
 

36For exmnple, 
 nee Goiverrnrent of Nir)(Iladnh (1973). 

37Durinq the 
per lod of the field work,tri(.os were lnstruicted 
for example, goverrtnent ministo attempt to awhieve (ermler
ees through affirmative 

|per Ity among their employaction In hirirg. 'hIs order conflicted with a onberof (lvil s!ervice procr lures ard has largely been IrpI)red.
 

38The I.R.I).P. Women's Program Is 
describedZeidensteIn (1979). In detail In Atylul]ah andh'lle
Progran Is based on credit and savirjs cooperatives
for rural W)men. 
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