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PREFACE

Women in the Niger Republic is a preliminary draft report
that synthesizes information on women in Niger and makes this
information readily available, region by region, to development
planners. Working Paper #1 will be up~dated periodically, and
will be followed by working papers on Upper Volta and other
developing countries.

The Working Paper series at the University c¢f Arizona was
designead by the Principal Investigator, Helea Kreider Henderson,
in consultation with W. Gerald Matlock, Director of International
Agriculture Programs, aud Research Associatas Nancy Ferguson and
Eric Arnould. Arnovld prevared the first drafc which was then
edited by Henderson.

The work was funded as part of the Consortium for International
Development/Wonen in Development Project (AID/OTR-g-1871).
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1.0 1Introduction

Women in the Miger Republic (University of Arizona WID Working Paper #1)
synthesizes information about economic, social, and political aspects of
women's lives in the context of national development. This Working Paper
may be used by the Government of Niger and by various »ilateral and
multilateral agencies as a guide to active interven:tjons aimed st
improving women's circumstances. It mav be useful for planning in a
society where eacn person has the opportunity to contribute *to develop-
ment, a zoal which has Deen enunciated by tha Government of Niger as
well as by manv Nigerien women (Sahel Hebdo 8/11/80'12; Barres et al.,
1975). 1In order to further these zoals, this report identifies relevant
dimensiorns oI the traditional statuses of women in Niger, and also
illuminates areas of change and conrflice

tional, modernizing society oI todav,

-
s

in women's roles in the transi-

%e consider this Working Paper to be onlwv an initial step in incegrating
material on women in Niger. Because of financial and time constraints,

we have relied heavily on data available in the United States, sarticular-
ly the University of Arizona document collection assembled as part of

the Niger Natural Resources Planning Project. The next critical step

will be a collaborative one involving women scholars in Niger working

on documents available in their countrv. These Nigerien women can

also evaluate information compiled here in lizht of more recent develop-
ments, gather new information frem women who have so far been neglected

in the literature, and define issues, problems, and prioricty actions.,

This tvpe oI activity began in Yiger on a limifed scale in the lata 1969's
bv tne Direccion a 1l'Animaton (Barres et al. 1975: Belloncle, 1976), but
should now be extended to the whole of Niger in the context of the
creation of the "Societe National de Develoonoement' which has been
proposed by the President of the Republic, Colonel Kountche.

S

The text ¢f this report has been divided into three main sections
correspondinz to the three regions of Niger for wnich information was
available: che Western or Niger River Regzion, the Northern Reglon and
the Central ane Ader-Doutchi-lajia Zezion. ;lgnc maln topics are
discussed “or each region: aszgricultural production, iocal manufacture,
comnerce and markecoing SK3, educa:ion, nealth,

n o}
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domestic life and
. Discussion f
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the buffer zone between the Hausa and Zarma-speaking regions of the
country; the Tubu nomads of the far northeast, and the Kanuri-speaking
Manga of the east (Poncet n.d.; Diarra 1971: 27). Location of principal
ethnic groups is summarized in Figure 1. Because of lack of data, we

do not provide details on women's life among the sm~ller groups. Even

among the larger groups, we often discuss issues in general terms.
The Western or liiger River Regicn
2.1 Geographical Setting

The Western or Niger River region (Figure 2) straddles the MNiger
River. 1Its soils are primarily of the ferrujinous tropical variety
with some lithosols over gravel, and in the river courses, hvdro-
morphic soils. Promising iron and phosphate deposits are found
around Sav. Rainfall varies from 500 to 300 mm annuallv, going
from north to south. The soucthwestern coraer >- the region, which
receives the most rainfall, is in the zone of shrub savannanh vege-
tation of Sudanic tvpe.

Approximately two willion people, 40 percent of the natian's total,
live in this region, primarilv in the vallevs between sterile,
waterless plateau. Population densities in the vallevs mav reach

140 persons per square kilometer. Agriculture and livestock rearing
are important economic activities, but the capital, Niamev, and the
coastal countries now draw much of the work force out of the countrv-
side, at least seasonally. Development of irrigated rice, yarden
produce, mineral resources, light industrv and tourism in the Park W
region constitute the major points for economic development in the
region as a whole.

| 5S]

. .1
Agricultural Production

~

Agriculcural production is secondary to domestic tasks amongz rural
Zarma women; they do not have automatic access to land as do men.
In Ouallam, some women garden, and in a large part of the Bobove
area, women cultivate rice and zround auts for commercialization.
Mest women culcivate kitchen gardens of okra, se squasn,

s sanme,
sweet peas, and gourds Ior home use or exchanze within the villacze.
Iy [=) 2

JG

Women receive livestock from their maternal family when thev marrv.
With luck, noldings of goats and sheep can be transformed into
significant cattle herds. Some animals are sent to the steppes
where cne limit >f cultjvation duriag the rainv season and return
to the village during the drv season. Women also own chickens

and guinea Iowl and construct adobe hen houses.

Among the Wogo River dwellsrs, men arve gernerallw the proprietors orf
the land, although scme women alse own fields which thev mav rent
to men. Other women use parcels of land owned bv their husbands.
They cultivate gardens and small plots of okra, the

1 . - L . .
Sources: Diarra 1371; Olivier de Sardan 1949,



Figure 1
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Figure 2

Western or Niger River Region
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latter near men's millet fields. Garden crops include tobacco,
a specialty product of the Wogo. It is mainly older women who
cultivate; vcunger women reject this activity., Uomen work alone
and their gurdens are a source of personal income.

Although the Sorkawa are the great Nigerien fishing group, Wogo
women £ish as well. Fishing occurs after the harvest in October.
Women fish with a kind of cvlindrical trap, zaga.

The Wogo keep lives:tock; cattle are particularly prized and formerly
figured prominently in bride wealth transactions. Today women
keep goats and sheep, manv of which are picketed in the village.

Local Manufacture

In the past, most women spun cottcn, but the export of raw cotton
and the import of textiles have largelv eliminated this craft.
Zarma women manufacture palm fiber mats which are often quite
valuable, and baskets. They carrv mud and clay and prepare adobe
for the resurrfacing of their homes in the dry scason. In Niamey,
embroidery and crochetting from European patterns are common
activities amongst older educated women (3ernus 1969:60).

In Niamey, women of the Inadan class of Tuareg ethnicity are
frequently specialists in the fabrication of leather cushions and
leather bound mats. (Bernus 1969:58)

Wogo women earn most of their cash from mat making. Tnree distinct
tvypes are made: square utilitarian mats, oval mars and speciel
marriage mats. Thev also make wall coverings. At one fiame,

they made the mats used in the construction of the traditional

Wogo dwelling, which women also built, but this practice has fallen
into disuse. VWomen also make granaries of adobe ‘or storage of

their vegetables and rice.
Comrerce and Marketing

Women in lNiamev are active market traders, although it was mainly
3eninoise women who were active in the wholesale trade particularly
of vams in the 1960s (Bernus 1969). individually, women are
irregular participants at the Lictle Market in Sigmew, but
collectivelv ther are the Jominant element there. Poor urban
women market the garden produce grown bv their hushands along
the river, while fisherfolk brinz fresh fish. Rural wonmen bring
a portion of the Ifamily crop to obtain a lirtle cash. women
also manage a verv large porrerv sales vard near the 3anque
Natioral de la République du Niger building Throushout the city,
ud

women engage in a doorwav trade. Although no studv of zhis practice
n sell a wide varietyr of cosmerics,

<
in Niger has been conducced, wonme e
housewares and imported ¢ , and some sinzle, women housenold
heads, of which there are nw, =av support themselves
from this ctrade (3ahel Yebdo 6/9/30: 10-13: Bernus 19hH3),
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Rural Zarma women are often able to amass considerable revenues
from the sale of livestock. Since male relatives sell rthese
animals in Filingu€ or Gotneye for them, ctheir earnings are not
llkelv to be spent on immediate consumption. Their earnings are
requently reinvested in more valuable livestock or dispensas on
ceremcnial exchanges during baptisms or marriages (Diarra 1971).

In 2 study of markecs in the River Niger Region, it was found that
four-fifths ol the sellers were women (See Table 1), many selling
their owa products. Kado women sell garden produce, cured dates
anc salt. Bella (Buzu) women market pots, firewood and millet
which they had purchased previouslv. Fulani women sell burter.
Wogo women sell threshed rice which they purchase untnreshed from
their nusbands, tobacco and manioc which,is 2rown bv men, and
mats. The opening of a rice mill ar Filingue has desrived mans

women Of the revenues thev obtained from threshi inz rice. Table 2
presents a list of women's wares ig these marxets (Olivier d
Sardan 1969).

Domestic Lirfe

Bernus (1977: 169) coucludes that urban 1if e nas done lic:le to
change the older svstem of family and marriage and relacionships
between husbands and wives. Intra-ethnic group marriage is still
most commen, but in all groups earlv firsc zariiage is less common
than in the Lountr'SLMe, 2specially ameng educated women. However,
as illustrated in Table 3, the costs of urban marriage have skv-

rocketed, creating rezl har*shias for voung suitors. Already in
1971, many women and zen complained of rampant inflarion of chese
costs which contributes to rfension within the household (Diarra
1971: 169). Since rthat time, these expenses nave continued to rise.
When a marriage is contracted, women usually assume the domestic
tasks thev have learned at home under the rew aucnoricy cf cheir

mocther-in-law or nusband.

The existence cof piped warer, grain =2ills, and Zirewood veadors in
town consideradly eases the domestic task load of women.

than in rurzl areas, Tile nanv
t allows them & break fre demescic

e role. In some instances, it provides
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Table

1 Wemen's Participation in River Region Markets

Markets

Groups

’Tessa [‘x’eleuani! Meaona ' Sakoira| Bonfeba Tomokwere | 'rsral
Bella 24 27 10 12 7 3 4 63255
F 62 6 68 33 15 8 192
A el
Kogo 5 8 4 S 3 1 .6265
40 49 30 51 51 21 2.2
Kado 20 19 14 3 4 1 61334
I 25 51 104 [Xe] 49 4 273
Zerza H 6 1 3 30 10 2 52110
7 14 8 18 3 8 58
Peul H 1 1
M. 6 19 1 5 3l
*n‘:;' 8 2 2135
1) F 14 7 21
L)
Othas | H 7 12 10 5 1 1 35
11 5 16 1 12 45
Key
H: men
F: women

Source: Qlivier de Sardan 1989:

3
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Table 3 - continued - Evpenses Associated with Marriage Among the Zarma

EXYENSES FOR:

CZLEBRATION OF MARRIAGE
TRANSPORT OF 3RIDE'S TROUSSEAU

Expende Icexs

3efore colontallzation
aoney = cowrles

3defore World War I
2000y * 0Ld rrancs

FCFA

T

Toctal in

Rural Araas

Today in

Urban Areas

" Recompense for bride's virzianity

Gift 5 break bride's gsilence
Gifc so bride will take ner =eals
Aninal fav strengthening the bSrice

Gtfe zo "aarrfage zaptive”

dairscyling

Gift to parencs for bride's
virgintcy

Lavy for bride's suitcases

Gifzs to ln-lawvs

Transporter of zIrousseau

200 c+ catcle

20¢

ot
sheep, goac
flour, aillac
cotton or 500 to

1000
100022 000

.

cotzon cloch
shoes

A1F

250Cc0 5000

500col 000
00

300

1000

$00

500¢co0] 0OCO

5000 F or
g80ld jevelry

1 000
500°%°: 000

10003 2000

500t°t 000

1000
2000
40000
5000

5000

Source: Diarra 1971.




In rural areac, marrizge is built upon an exchange of services
vetween nusband and wife, but marriage also primarilv links two
diiferent groups of kinspeople related to a common male ancestor.
Among *“he Wogo, the wife's female ralatives enter into an
elaborate series of gift exchanges which create alliances between
them. These exchanges contiaue with the birth of the children of
he new couple, as shown ia Table 3,

As shown in Table 2, marriage enpenses are Zar less in the country-
side than in town, but still high bv pre-colonial standards. 1In
the early davs of a marriage, a couple's autonomv depends in large
measure ubon the wife's dowry consisting of hous:hold goods and
livestock which, it 13 explicicly statad, is destinad to ensure the
sccial security of the bride's familyv. These resaurces arovide
rural women with a certain autovnomy vis-a-vis their husbands.

Rural women assume a gamut of timz-consuming and phvsically derwand-
ing tasks. Drawing and carrving water is particularlv onerous :in
Zarma country where the water table is at %0 m, and few wells exist.
Women may spend tanree or four hours in this task. Gathering
firewood is likewise time consuming becsuse of shorrages, but is a
less wearisome job. Food preparation consumes most of women's time
since it takes several hours in the morning and evening. Threshing
and nilling grain is the most difficult of rasks and the cae about
which women complain most often. Women also care for small live-
sctock, and of course, =mall children nmust te tathed and fed.

Women can expect ouly the ad hoc cooperation of their neighbors,
daughters and daughters-in-law in these tasks. However, the

daughter-in-law is expected to assist both her mother-in-law and
mother when she can. This 1s true amongz the Wogo and the “arma.

Educaction

Knowledge has alwavs been valued bv women in Niger as a source of
power and authoritw, botn secular and religious (Diarra 1971:185)
It is not surprising that education has beccme a national priori
with doors open to girls as well as bovs, in both public, p*l"ace

and tachnical scnools. Many of the latter are located in hiamev.
In 1968, 99 percent of River Region women questioned Eel: 2irls
sitould atcend school and rural women were even more in favor of
instruction than urban women. Manv felt that education naoled
women to dischargze their domestic duties more effecrivelvy and to

get on better with their husbands (Diarra 1971: 131).

The Association des

S Zev T
represent 3375 of public school students, %77 ol private school
students, 327 of koranic schooi students, and L17 of TV school
students. Among pudlic school stadents, thev found thar 307 of
students in primary schcols were =zirls and 177 of students in
secondary schools were zirls. In private schcels, which serve
a nore elite clienrele, ~o¢ aumbers of girls and »ovs were nearlw
equivalient. However, it wais learned thaz cnlv 77 of the scudents
in tecanical schools were gzirls, rthus limiting their ‘urure

career options.
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Types of Ceremonial Exchanges at Baptisms and #irshs Among
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the Wogo
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Women have been disproportiornatelv tracked into secretarial
training following Westarn models of women's emplovment. However.
today many women are entering technical and armed forces training
schools (Sahel Hebdo 6/11/80: 11ff).

Health

Women in the Western Niger River Region benefit from the Dresence
of the majoritv of the nation's medical technicians and facilities,
although Dosso province is less well provided than Niamev

province <(Bernus, E.: 1980). Women suffer from “iger's endemic
illnesses, parcicularly malaria and also from numerous complica-
tions in childbirth. As mothers, thev nust cope with the zreat
killers of children, measlas and spinal meningitis which assume
epidemic proportions everv five vears (Speece 1981l: 5 ),

14

While almost half of women or this regzion believe that both
traditional and modern medicines are effective, over a quarter cake
their medical problems to traditional healers. Onlv 207 seek out
modern postnatal medical help, and onlv 207 would seek modern

help in case of sterility. Few wecmen are actively desirous of
contraceptive knowladge in spite of the burden which ivequent
pregnancy places upon them, but manvy feel that birth spacing,

on the ord=2r cf 2 - 3 vears, s good. About 647 of all birchas take
place with scme sert of modern incervention, but fewer than 530% of
rural births are accompaniead oy modarn mechods. {Diarra 1971:
177-178)

Although the majority of women place high value on having large
families, two forms of contraception are in use in Niamev: the
pill and sterilization. Authorized use of the former requires
both a prescripzion and the writren consent of the husband.
About 150 women a vear seek birth control information in Siamev
cut of 2000 gvnecclogical examinations. Authorities are concerned
because many voung zirls seek out birth concrol pills without
prior medical advice and in the absence of anv prior education
(Sahel Hebdo 2/25/80: 12-13).

Religicn

women are active particinants in both Islam and the folevev
possession cult. about three-fourths of Zarma women questioned
claimed to prav %-5 times dailv; most prav bv themselves. About
one-third began to prar after their marriaze and 377 began to
fast during Ramadan after marriaze, indicatinz that men zav nlav
some role in encourazing Islamic pracrtice among their wi
Overall, 637 of women clainm to Fa Women are also
Islam: 417 think Islamic proscer! r

tnan men. This accicude is nmosrt
share it, and least developed i
427 thinx I[slam impedes wozen's par
ment, as thev see it, and indeed, '
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3.0 The YNorth
3.1 Geograpnical fetting

The northern region covers 830,000 square kilometers, or 65% of the
national rterritory. Soils are weak lv developed lithosols occurring
over weathered rock, weathered soils, aeolian sand dunes, and in the
south, red-brown soils on sand Jdunes. Salt, uranium, coal and un-
tapped petroleum reserves are important to national development plans.
Vegetation iz of the Saharan open savannzh tvpe. It is sparse as less
than 250 onm of rainizll dro liv over most of the region.
Temperatures rznge above 33" C for most of the vear. Onlv zbhout
250,000 peooLe live in this region, adbout 5 percent of :che national
total. Population densities a) J

per square kilometer. Zthnical

rearing, caravan tradiag
tional economic bas
taking olace, purcvicular

‘2 thus on the order of 1-3 persons

5
job

5, nomadic livestook
s cultivation have heen the tradi-
rialization is now rapicdly

3.2 Agriculturzl Produccion

Niger, north of the 200 oo isohvet is norimarilv a zone

of livestock produczion as shown in Figure 4. Fulani (Fr. Peul)
women's participation in the livestock economy 1is both rull and
complex. Thev fullv possess few head of cattle. These are the
offspring of a few heifers women have received from their parents
at birth, or throuzh inheritance from h0:th mother and father
{Dupire 1970: 91, 93). The few cattle a woman receives as

part of the bridewealth are reserved amclusivele Zor her children.
Spouses decide the fate of these beasts togetner, hut women are
solicitous of guarding this stock Incact until the children Zrow
up. This scock and other teasts in the housenold herd of each
family are progressivelv allocated tc the children over the vears

(Dupire 1963: 79: Joo91l). Wives ¢rb1>e exclusive milking
righ:s over a largs portion of the h;sa nds' herds and reserve
the rignt to sell milk and dutter. women meet their share of
the household Irem the sale of milk and butter, and
occasicnall- ruminaats cver which zhev exercise full
rizhts or use e. Rights and duties pertaining to cattle
among the her ani are summarized in Table 3. .nen a man
dies, his cii : ¢t nis wifs, inheric. Thére are thus no
vealthy widows wich sersonally owned carcle and sacaki (5ride
wealt!l animals) as among some sedentars Fulani.
“raditicnally, women did nor care for large livesceck. Hewever,
in the aftermath of the 15%63-1973 drouzht, manv fulani women have
bSeen forced to take up such 4iffisulr tasks as waterinz the

g cattle decause of Righ ratas of male migracticn (Rupp
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Figure 3 NORTHERN REGION
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Table 5

RICHTS OF OWNERSHIP HELD BY THE NOMINAL MASTER OF THE HerD
OVER HIS CATTLE.

Alienation Righisto  Inheritance
use

Category  Description Looked riznts held  use the nghts
of catile and source afterty... by... miik held  held by
by..
birnaaji Stock held by Fatherof TFatherof Al ik The childrer
- the head of t22  the tamuly, the famuly. wives aitve of all the
famuly. Accuired as rzgquired. wives. .

throush inner-
itance, gu's,
purchases, or
nannga na't

loans ...

darncaji Portion of the  Father of  Father of Orlythe Only ths
stock of the the famuly.  the famdy.  wife to children of
head ot the whom they ths wire who
famuly entrusted have tesn  has mights
to the chief wife, eauusted.  to the muik.

~oowaaDo (samz
sources as

Sirnazy).
sadaaki Stock givento  Fatherof  Musband or Oniv the Only the
(Western  the koonceDo  the family  wife with wile who is children of
Niger wiie, even after  the con- co-ovwner.  the wife who
regon). divorce or  sent of IS cO-owner.
repudiation. spouse.

sadaaki Stock givento  Fatherof  Hussand or Orly the Only the

tIslamized the kooweaDo  the family  wife with  wife wao s caildran of
Eastern  wife. except in e consent co-omner.  the witewho
Niger cases of of spouse. 1S CO-OwTer.
region). repudiation.

Serndereeji Portion of the Fatheror  Father of Orlyv ihe Ozly the
stock of ths the ramuly,  the famuly.  wife 1o children of
head of the whem they the wife who
family enirusted have bzen has righes to
to sevendary entrusted.  he muk.

wives (i place of
saduaaki and

duarraan).
sukaajiof  Gifts reverved  Father atheref  Usuaily rhke Thisis an
the by tac caildren. dunmngtheir the farmily  wife wnois inheniance
children. minonty,  during thewr the motrer  in advance
sons after  minonty,  of the of each
selung up  sorson crildren aidin
housenoids, comuig of  wio own quest:on.
husband of 2=, tke ztoex.,
marne
daughlers.
sukczfiol  Guits received  Fatherof 77 wije Crivithe  Oualy the
the wives, by each wile thefamuly,  ~uth the wilewho  chidranof
from ner famuly. corsenr of s the the wire wno
mer puscand, owrner 15 the owner.

Source: Duoire 1663:31i
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Traditionally, noble Tuareg women ownad livestock, and it is said
that their herds were often larger than those of men, despite the
fact that Islarmic inheritance rules were ftollowed (Nicolaisen

1963: 137; Rupp 1976: 7). There were no data about the composition
of their herds apart from the fact that thev consisted of zamels
and small ruminants. The orzanization of seasonal trznshumance and
of caravaning was however in men's hands, as was the care of
camels. Vassal (-~.g. Inadon and Buzu) women might own small
ruminants and donkevs, but they were commonlw obliged to pasture,
nilk and water the goats, sheep and cattle owned by the noble
families with whom thev resided. Skinning and butchery also was
the work of vassal women, as was the care of the camels, if no
noble men were present in the c :

Todav, the co I visicn of labor between women of different
classes has largel. oken down with the formal elimination of
slaverw and the iloss of herds during WWI and the 1968-1973

drought. 1In the aftarmath or that droughe, Tar=g women have nort
taken over animal husbandry activities from rheir migrant or lost
husbands. However, the outcome of restocking programs has been
of great concern to them. dany felt that men received a dis-
proportionate share of livestock credits (Rupp 1976: 6-7, 17:22).

In areas of the Air mounrains where 3ettled vassal Tuareg enzaged

in irrizated agriculture, women nelped in the prapararion of the
fields, but tHere is no 1nq;ga;10n thev themselves gardened
Nicolaisen 1963: 191). dowever, during the drought, somz noble

women, i;S*EQafulP" previcus pattarns, Jegan to nelp their equallyv
novice husbands in digging irrization ditches and vegetab_e
gardens (Rupp 1976: 32).

Local Manufacture

Fulani women enzage in very few crafts., It is thev, however, who
build the mat huc and previde ics contents: nats, winnowing fans,
tether rcoes, and other domescic items. In the recent PaAsSt, rthese
items were not sold, although todav thev are. Fulani woren mav
cracked zourds for sedentary peocnle on narker &avs
wnlle pa si rg tarcusi remote villaocas (Dupire 1G53: S0; 1970: 95;

y)

woble wom=n engagad In a fow

leather work. Part of 4 wo s housenold eguipme sisrad o
tanning materials. [a Azadez, lzather working and zannins were
once =ntirel v their hands (Rodd 1925 74, Nicolaisen

i d 1 ]
19631 134, Some women mILTINCs Lo S0Uthern rFowns nave
continued o leather werk. Vassal and slava wemen also made
natural zeat hair bags, emmloving nandw techaiques.

o) ; quti 5y men, iazo

7 SO an important task

Flaiting doun
mats rfor windo
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(Nicolaisen 1963: 263, 269). Noted for their independence and
resourcefulness, Tuareg women of the blacksmith caste recycled

a wide variety of metal scraps, turning them into lamps and other
items rfor sale during the drought when sheer survival was at
stake (Clark 1978: 115). Collectioa of some filty species of
wild plants, which became an imporrant resource during che recent
and past droughts, was also in women's hands ‘Lhote 1244},

Yerketing and Commerce

Little informationa concerninz the commercial activities of Fulani
wvomen is knewn. The best sources are Dupire (1967‘ 113), SZDES/

IZSEE (19%56) zand 3uttzr (1980: 7). Women's orcasicnsl czlas of
ni and butter -rere at one time the main wav in which Fulani
interacted with clhie market econcmy, Thesa sales nrovided herding

families with a few regular necessities, while the occasional sale
of livestock provided them with millet for the drv season when the
preferred sfood, milk, was scarce (Dupire 1962b: 343). By 1963,
butter accounted for onlvy 2.77 of total household income (SEDES/
INSEE 1666).

Herders still are not highly motivated bv market forces (Rupp, 1976:
12), but the drastic drought~induced reduction in herd sizes has
forced Fulani to market more livestock and to spend more cash on
food items than ever before. Livestock sales now account for 95%

ot all revenues in the Tanout region (Sutter 1980: 20). Herds now
consist of a greater preoportion of small, nighlv productive animals
such as-gcats and sheep than cattle. Before the drought, these
animals were mainly owned bv women, but whether women's share in

the familv herds has now increased is not discussed in the litera-
rure,

The Government of Niger is currently engaged in a number of schemes
with World Bank and U.S. AID participation, to increase commercial
offtake in the zrazing zone. It is likelv that these activities
will regativelw afiect women. Men traditionally were responsi-

ole for cthe overall management of the herd regardless of ownership
of particular animals. Development prozrams are most likel ¥ty
target men for participation as historicallv has besn the case in
Niger.

Apart from Bernus' work (1974) litcle quantitative information

is availabla about Tuarez commercial stratezies at the household
level. \lomen seem to have participated in the market economy
indirectly, letrtinz their husbands or other male relatives plav
the role of intermediary in the sale of livestock or leather
goods. Livestock sales could be made by noble womea on the
conditicn that proceeds from them benefizted the entire nousehold.
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Vassal and slave women seem to have been free to sell agricultural
produce or salt., Vassal Tuarsg women in Zinder town were at one

time entrusted with the rainv-season management of the date and

salt business of Tuarez lords who spent that season in che Air.

Many of these womwen became wealthv traders, inn keepers zand real
estate brokers in their own account in the earlv 20th century (Lovejoy
and Baier: 1977). No noble Tuareg were scen by the authors selling

in markets in northern Zinder province in 1978~79, although they did
participate as buvers.

Among Tubu zroups who travel south from the northeast of the country
durinz tne latter half of tha drv season, women arce active date
vendors in the markets of Gours country. Some half dozen were seen
in the small narket of Wodo bv the author in 1979.

Domestic LiZe

It was cexpected that Tuarez women at sone point would marry. Mixed
caste marriages were uncemmen until the recent breakdown of Tuareg
society (Nicolaisen 1963: 21; Clark 1978: 118). First marriages
were often contracted late in life, and second marriages were often
made for "love' (Rodd 1926: 172; Clark 1978: 61). A considerable
dowry, larger than the bridewealth davments, accompanied the bride.
(Nicolaisen 1963: 132; Clark 1978: 118).

Divorce was easv to obtain. A man rejectad by his wife would
consider it ignoble to cling to her; nor did his familv require the
return of the bridewealth as was the case in southern regions. In
case of divorce, children often went with the mother's family again
unlike practices in the south. Remarriage was easy unless a son,
who 3tood to inherit a considerable amount from his mother forbade
it, since he would lose property te her husband if she resmarried
{Nicolaisen 1963: &A1), ~onetheless, many unions were quite stable,
in part because of a long tradicion of ronoganay among the Tuareg,
and in part becau the freedoms married women enjoved. Thev
were hizhlw regoec:ed in home and public life, were permittsd to
culzivate a: il Zraiendships with members of either sex, and
were the l~"119 Te s of Teuareg historv and culturs. Tuareg
women composed, s ved the one-string violin, and creared
poetry adour past n J”eﬁ"ures (Redd 1926: 174). Yone-
thelass, noble wo <ncwledge of other languagzes and
cultures, unlike ¢} “icolaisen 1963: 24).
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their camp. During the drought and after, manv mature noble women
have been forced to perform domestic tasks for the first time,

Among pastoral Fulani, first marriages are carefully arranged,
endogamous affairs. The first marriage procedure is prolonged,
involving the slow transfer of livestock between households, and

the progressive integration of tne wife into the husband's camp.
Although marriagas is a necessitv, and childbirth imarks the confirma-
tion of a mature women's status, marriage is a matter of economic
cooperation between spouses whose roles are rigidly gender-linked
(Dupire 1962a: 169-~170). The relationship between a man and his
wife is quite formal.

Relations between a wife and her female relatives through marriage
are of primaryv importance in a new marriage, since it is thev who
cooperate in performing domestic tasks. A new bride is virtually
at cthe beck and call of her mother-in-law and sisters-in-law who
together milk, fetch water, gather wood, prepare roed, weave and
share baby care (Dupire 1970: 66). It is only afrer a woman has
borne and weanad her first child at her mother's camp that she
Feturns permanentlv to her husband's camp, bringing with her the
dowry, and claiming a new more authoritative status towards female
in-laws.

A macturs woman owns her house and its contents, as well as the tie
rope for that portion of the herd she milks. The house is in

fact the svmbolic atrribute of motherhood. After the death of
their father, consanguineal brothers frequently regroup around
their mother's house, and it is behind her house that a woman is
buriad.

Bororo women are stout defanders of monozamy. Since their tasks

are individual ones, any sharing of :he dairy products of the
household herd with a co-wife would be their loss. ‘'Women fraquently
instigate divorce, although it entails the loss of the bridevealth
animals. Secondary marriages are [reelv contracted in contrast to
the firsc ones, and are more often exogarous (Dupire 1970: 67). A
woman's childran benefit from the cattle neld bv the second

husband. Secondarv marriages provoke conflicts within patrilineages
because they disrupt prior expectations of inheritance (Dupire
1962a, 1970: 27, 32),

Education and Healrth

Very lictle is known about the education and nealth of northern
women, although zirls constituce about 407 of the school-attending
population. Health services and schools are scattered in the nortn.
Rupp (1%70: 3-4) did not find rthat Tuareg women expressed much
interest in the extension of medical facilities. 3ororo wemen

asxed the author for anti-malarial tablecs on several occasicens
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Figure 6

THE ADER-DOUICHI-MAJIA
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Farming populations mingle with nomadic pastoralists and semi-
sedentary nomads. Much of the manpeower of the Ader-Doutchi-Maiia
is drawn off to Nigeria during the dry season. Zinder province
is the center of intensive rural development activities.

Avricultural Production

Women's role in agricultural production in these regions varies
from place to place. In Mawri country, Madaoua canton, the valley
of Maradi, Magaria county, and many parts of Matameve and Mirria
counties women cultivate on housahold (gandu) fields of millet,
sorghum and cowpeas. However, in Kantche and in Mirria canton,
women do not in general participate in this activity, except
perhaps at harvest time (Nicolas 1966: 10: Piaulc 1963; 4317,
République du Niger 1974: 2; Ravnaut 1976; Chefou 1976: 6;
Faulkingham 1976: 2: Saunders 1978, 1980; Henderson and Arnould
n.d.; Arnould, in preparation).

Arounc Dogondoutchi, aside from participating in household productive
activities (summarized in Table 6), women and girls cultivate on
their own account. Women cultivate Bambara ground nuts and other
crops. A daughter may be given part of her mother's field to

work. 3ut land belongs to the husband so that a woman's field
changes vearly as women's crops are rotated with cereals. Y%“Women

have a right to dispose of their produce througheut this region.

They employ an archaic short-handled hoe (Kursa-xursa) as well as
other tools, but not modern ones. Older women claim that women's
role in agriculture was once more extensive (Piault 1963).

Around Macdaocua, wcmen, like men, cultivate subsistence crops,
though not the highlyv profitable irrigated onion plots. Wich
increasing male migration, they are assuming more of the burden
of cereals cultivation (Faulkingham 1976).

There has been a rapid transformation of =he role of wormen in
agriculture in the vallev of Maradi aver the past several decades.
Intensification of commercial zarden crop production bv men ,
division of crop lands into s=mall parcels, a decline in the range
of ccnjugal Zfamilv units vooling land and labor from collectiive
(garden) production, have placed about one-third of cereal preduc-
tion irn women's hands.

Data show that the conjuzal fanily unit has become the most effecrive
unit of subsistence production; production per person falls as the
number of economicallv acrive persons in the housenold increases

much “evond the size 9f the nuclear Zamilwv. Thus women are sub-
stituting Zor che laber of dependent zales who tarmed for the
ncusehold heads a generaticn 189 as part or the gandu svstem, zandue
referring to the familw farning unit and anv Fields cultivaced DY



Table 6

TABLE INDICATING THE SEXUAL DIVISION
OF AGRICULTURAL TASKS FOR PRINCIPLE
CROPS AMONGST THE MAURI

Crops --.Hausa Name . Saw Used Harvest Transpert sold
[
Haize masdraz  |H & £ H&F |H&F HG&F F
Millec hasii H&F | H Hé&enf, | HI(&F) H (1)
Okra kuBéewaa |F F F F F
- 4 |
locant . I yazklwaa (K H H .| H F
bean cakes )
¥ Basbara: qujjiyaa P . F P F F
ground pues B
Serghm ) daawia H&P [ H H H H(l:)
Gourda dUmaa H H H H H&F
letns waakee H H H&T H H
& enf,
Cassava roogdo  [H H H&F HEF H&F
Cround oucse k"alan?.ee H H H H H
"Cacaa" ?ayaa F F F F F
Cacton kdadaa |H H H 134 H&rF
Sasanse E . H q d H&T
Red peprer ponraa t"ankaz g H H H Ha&F
Cutions 7albasda H H H = H
Tobacag taabaa H H H H i H

1

Hen are resgonsible faor the sale of sheaves (cf sorghum) and of grains 1(a
large quanities; wozen can be T2sponsitle for the salae of szall quantizias
of graicn, seliing it either for their husbard's prefir or fcr their awn,
Lf zheir hustand has 5iven them the ={llac. They can also dispose of the
harvesc coaing Ircm 1 fiald aherited (or given) by thair cwn faaily. The
cultivacion of the field zan then b5e done conjoincly by zhe woman's
qushand and herself or by ene o her children,



that unit. However, it appears that women practicing dune cultiva-
tion of cereals achieve yields inferior to those achieved by men
on garden plots. Women are not receiving the extensicn and

credit services provided to men through the agricultural coopera-
tives.

Changes in production strategies have been accompanied by changes

in concepts of property. Women are sometimes said to possess

gandu, which has come to mean anv piece of ground over which an
individual has exclusive rights. A quarter of dune land parcels
are now culcivated by women, of which 22% have been raceived througn
inheritance. Matrilineal inhericance of land, once nonexiscant,

is becoming more common. Nonetheless, 77% of women's parcels are
still considered pamara, individual plots granted by the house-

hold head to members of the houschold. WWomen exercise only
usufructory rights over gamana (Ravnaut 1976).

In Zinder province, the situation is considerably different; the
commercialization of the eccnomy, and emergence of economic indi-
vidualism has not proceeded as far as in Maradi. 1In a. recently
formed village north of the official limit of cultivation, women
farm with their husbands to obtain the cereals ration. In a
village populated by descendents of Tuareg vassals, south of the
limit of cultivation, women do not farm gzandu lands, and some ao
not farm at all due to post-marital seclusion (armen kuble)
(Henderson znd Arnould, n.d.). In a pottery producing village near
Mirria thev do not farm at all. Men displaced them from their
traditional cultivatien rights a generation ago. In addition, they
nad found it more remunerative to specialize ir pottarv production.

A Kanuri-Hausa village in scuthern Mirria was tvpical of manv
villages south of the 400 mm isohvet. There women help to sow and
harvest the zandu fields, alrhough thev do not clear or weed them.
With the sporadic help of their male relatives, they also cultivate
individual plots allecated them 5v their husbands. Some husbands
help them to sow. Some women are wealthy encugh to hire agricul-
tural laborers to weed for them. In this village mean 2amnana size
was 1.84 ha, but ranged from 0.1 zo 2.59 na. TIn addicion, women
had small plots of zround nuts which verazad 0.1 ha

in area (Arnould, in preparation). 1In Matameve county, mean
2anana size was 0.1 ha and in Magaria countv it was Q.ZS na in the
early 1970's. (R&publique du Niger 1974). In Rantché, where women
do not participate much in cereals cultivation, thev do garden,
particularly in polvrgvnous households (Niceclas 1936:10).

=
A
-

women use fungicide when thev can obtain it, respect oifficially
recommended planting densities (primaril+ Secause their rields are
so small), apply some organic fervilizer (although it formally
belongs to their husbands), or picket zoats on their tields, but
are generallv less active in the fields because of rheir other
rasponsibilities (Rgpublique du Niger 1974; Belloncle 1974:
Appendices VI and VIT).
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Women's fields in one Hausa-Xanuri village were more product.ve
per unit of area sown than men's, preducing 203 kgs/cereals/ha

as opposed to 132 kgs/cereals/ha on gandu plots in 1978-79.

Gamana were less productive overall than gandu. Women's ground aut
vields were worth ﬂn average ot about $21.00 in 1978-79 (Arnould,
in preparaticn). Women use “heir produce or harvest for a variety
of purposes. They exchange it for clething for themselves and
their children; thev transforn some inrto prepared food for sales.
About 737 of women report that some of their gZround nut harvest

is put aside to plant the following vear (Repuollque du Niger
1974: 10)

In three villages studied in 1977, one-third of women obtainad seed
from their own granaries, one-half from relacives. In these
villages women did not consul: the extension services, nor did

they desire new agricultural machinery: 29% of women vs. S4% of
men desired new agriculetural tools (Headerson and Arnould, a.d.)

Livestock

In three wvillages studied in 1977: 427 of women claimed to own

some of the animals grazing on their fields. Women tend to keep
small livestock at heome, while men cntrust their large livestock
to Fulani herders. Women also leave some livestock in their

mothers' care so that co-wives will not become jealous, nor
husbands dispute ownersinip in case of divorce.

In one of these villages, 21 women owned 133 head of stock, about

9 head each. Of this total, 377 were small runinants, and 11.3%
wera cattle. Men cwned a greater proportion ¢ livestock of

reater value than women. However, more of women's total resources
were tied up in livestock than were men's rasources. On average

& UQ

the value oI a women's herd was abour 5293, which 1is about three
times the value of her annual agriculrural produccicn ($99), and
Iifteen zimes the value of earnings from the sale of prepared
Soo0ds (320) (srnould, in preparatica) ‘omen in a potterv-—
producing willaze were able zo odrain larga number of cattle
frem the proceeds of their craf: activiriss, Wine of tha most
imporcanz porters owned an averdge ol feour head each.

women control a larze number of the small ruminants in the Cencral
region. L1fOU°FOLC tnhe arez, clecthing, 2ifcs, and purchase of
more valuable livastock are the three ~ost inportant uses to

which livestock are -ur (Répudlique du Niger 1574: 10). 1In rhe
three villaze sample mentioned aDove, wo-thirds of women indicared
they had sold animals during the pasc wvear Onlv six percent

said they used their earnings co buv foad for the Qousenold.
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In villages contacted by the Women's Animation program, women
seemed anxious to obtain ground nut sasd loans, baobob tree
seedlings, and new agricultural inputs, including Maradi red
goats, and improved hvbrid roosters. The livestock improvement
programs met with limited success, in part because of technical
problems, and in part becausa men appropriated much of the new
stock for thamselves (RE€publique du Niger 1974, Barrds, et al.
1975).

Small-Scale Manufacturing

In the Filingué region, women make mats from doum palm, grew
gourds for utensils, make soap and weave calabash covers. A few
women still spin cotton, though chis craft is dyving out, aad in
the village of Chikal, a lone woman petter can be found (Giles
1978: 13-14).

Mawri women of Dogondoutchi make small baskets, and do a litc:le
embroidery. They also decorate gourds, and in their leisure hours
spin cotton. (Piault 1965: 56ff).

Buzu women throughout the region make several different kinds of
mats. One is woven from long strips of woven and dved dounm

fiber, the other is woven ¢rom 2 continuous band of fiber. 'women
of other groups alsc have taken up this crart. Xanuri-HKausa women
make calabash covers. Some 957 of the women in Magaria county
manufacture peanut oil (Republique du Niger 1974: 10). 1In the
southern part of Zinder province, there are numeraus natron
(hydrcus sodium carbonite) seeps which preduce a continual thin
crust of salt. Women mav devote a morning or two per week to
sweeping up piles of this material. Nacron is ziven to animals
and is used in some sauces. & woman can earn up to S50 a vear from
natron collecting (Arnould, in preparation).

Around Dogendoutchi, avi (Wacha canton) and Mirria, manv women
specialize in pottary production. Some trpes of Mawri pots are
illustrated in Figure 7. Some thirceen different kinds of
utility pots are made around Mirria, buc water jars (tulu) and a
tvpe of cooking pot (kuloguna) predeminace. In Mirria proper,
pottery is decorated using designs crought ia bv a French military
office. In one village near Mirria, annual portarv production
amountad to 34,000 vessels, valued ar 318,621 (subtracting 107 for
breakage). Nine women accounted for 507 of preductiorn, but over
100 women partizipated. Some women carned as nuch as $400/vear
from this trade. In Mawri counctry, the maximum a woman could earn,
turning out 13 oo a weex 9 months a vear would bHe abour $300
(Piault 19A5: 35f

g
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Figure 7. Mawri Pottery
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The increase in women's work load and the difiiculty which many

men have in supporting their household throughout the vear as custom
cdemands leads to considerable tension between spouses. Women defend
their interests in many ways. Increasing the numper of services for
which they demand monetary compensation is one war; accepting a co-
wife or seclusion which reduces their workload is another wav;
adultery ccmmitted in exchange for monetarv presents is ancther

and finallv, divorces is a last resort (Saunders 1978: 249).

{ D

Among Hausa, divorce rates are gquite hign: 32/1000 married women
per vear in Mirria. Sixtcv-seven percent of all tirst marriages end
in divorce there, as do 32% of all second marriages (Saunders 1978:
2645 279). Divorce initiated by a woman can be obtained only througn
a legal procedure, and a male witness must speak for the woman.
However, it is relatively easy to o¢brain and entails no dishonor
for women (Saunders 1979). Some of the bridewealrh is lost, and
weaned children usually stav with their father's household. In
rural areas, diverce is less frequent because wives may be harder
to obtain. dAmong 2uzu, the cash component of bridewealth pavments
is set so nigh that the penalty to the husband for divorce is great

(Thompson 1976: 143),

Marital inscability %as a negacive effect upon household ecornomics.

Men cannot easilv develop cchesiveness within the household in
order to consolidate resources to obtain new inputs with which to
improve land use practices. Wives for their part do not want to
tie up capital in forms difficult to disaggrezare in the event of
separation. Wives are lixewise disinclined to invest heavily in
improving ctheir gzamana, because men can alwavs reclaim them for the
gandu, or exclude women from cultivation entirelvy (Thompson 1876:
165; Roberts 1979: #3),

Domestic life among most elite women does not diifer greatlv from

that of other women although some tasks are eased. Neither their
nusbands nor their own economic or zducaticnal achnievements serve
as a springboard into public, political or religious roles. Elite

women spend more time with other women in seclusion, and aztend
maternal child clinics more oftern, but are generallv excluded from
ofZicial or semi-official functions. Husband and wifa2 mav enjov
greatar companionship at home, especially when the wife is emploved
(Saunders 19Y78: 239-261; 327).

Education

Jdo data dealing directlv with girls' participation in school was
round. Many MNigeriens of the central regions are hostile or
indifferent to scheoling, which impedes the extension even of basic
literacy programs. Fewer girls attend school than bovs. Zinder
province had a total school~attanding popi ation of 28,000 in 1977,
about 13 percent of potential students (République du Niger 1977:



IRN

=~

36

166-163). If girls represented 3 percent of this number, there
were 1400 of them in school. If, on the other hand, thev rapresent
about 30 percent of the school atzendees as suggested by the
Association des Femmes du Niger (n.d.), then they mav number some
8,400. Reality probablv lies between these two extremes for the
central regioa. Ia Mirria in the sarly 1970s, gzirls represented

less than 3 percent of a secondarv school populstion of 240 pupils
(Saunders 1978: 109). In Zinder, there was an all-girls school
with several hurdred pupils in the late 1970s. Thes- zirls were

often the objec: of derisive comments concerning treir morality,
which stemmed perhaps from the fact that unchapercnad bachelor
adminiscrative parsonnel frequenzlv dated chem. This pervasive
attitude towards educa irls @d o the pressures nugon girls
for early marriagz and discourag em2le participation in higher
education.

'L

ealth

Women are hiznly motivacted to participate in health-related programs,

particularlv because of the loess in productivitv that care for

children 11l with malaria, measles or spinal meninzitis entails,

and because of the nutriticnal and phvsical stress they suffer during

“hildb*r"H. Healch and healthy children permit them to pursue other
ctivities (Speece 1980: 5; Barrss et al. 1975: 8; Giles 1977).

Women traditionallv gave birch at home, alone or atrended only bv

a traditional nid-wife who intervened onlv after »irth (Selloncle
1976: 52 £f). Today they frequentlv actend local maternal child
health clinics. Saunders (1978: 106) reported 213 prenatal visics
to the Mirria (population 7000) clinic in 1973, and 250 visits to a
well-babv ¢linic in 2 six month period. The maternityv ¢linic in
Zinder town cemmonly saw 200 women a dav in 1977 (Dr. Jallier,
personal communicaticn). Manv women cannot attend clinics hecause
thev are too far awav and thev lack the funds, cnewledge or consent
of their husbands to make the trip.

Reilizicn
Women's ralicious acrivities in the centrai region hawva been dis-

cussed in detail elsewnere (Monfougou-Nicolas 1972; Echard 1975).
Islam, as practiced in Hausa-speaking recions, leavaes litsle oudblic
? by h 5 =

e
space for women's selfi-expression (Echard 1973: 554 Sahel Hebdo
3/18/80: 13). ‘“omen prav alone, or in small sroups on the margins
of male con”regations.‘ They receive little formal relizious instcruc-
tion bevend the basic pravers. A few women receive religious
tutoring at neme (Saundars 1375: 114-113) hevartheiess, hose who
zan would like o make tha pilgrimmaze o Mecca, and women provide
about 30 percent o the clienctele of the Islamic marabouts who
provide them with charms and potions (Echard 1978: 333; Eenderson &

Arnould, na.d.)
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Women are attracted to courtesanship because it allows more
persona. independence from familial obligations and sexual freedonm
than any other role in contemporary societv. Such women were
active in the now defunct political party, participated in the
ome1 s Animation programs and are active in the bori cult
(Republlcue du Niger 1974: 6; Piault 1975: 104).
Many women become karuwai after an unsuccessrtul first marriage,
and may eventually re-marry (Piault 1965: 104; Saundars 1978: 253).
Some courtesans live together under the tutelage of a madam, who
may be a highly regarded member of the community; others operate
independently. Personal insecurity and public disgrace are the
inevitable costs of this lifestvle (Piault 1963: 108), ,
While women are certainly not without some professional options,
Saunders feels that economic opportunities for them have declined,
at least in Zinder province. She cites three causes of this decline:

- few women own land or other real estate;

~ women have no institutionalized access to labor, aad suifer
from a shortage of labor inputs; and

- cultural values shared by both sexes and expressed in a
variety of social sanctions limit women's aspirations

(Saunders 1978, 124-129).
5.0 Conclusions

Sex-gender roles and the sexual division of labor in the Niger Republic
are undergoing rapid and deep-seated changes as part of the development
process. The effects for women have been contradictory. Many women
nave benefitted from the expansion of commercial opportunities. They
are frequentlv able to accumulate mor: disposable assets than their hus-
bands. However, theyv lack investment opportunities and management
capabilitias.

The range and intensity of women's produccive activities have also
increased. In rural areas, some women are beginning to demand monetarw
compensation for many domestic tasks formerlv compensated indirectly
through the husband's contribution to the housenold. They have also
intensified cultivation, traditional crafts activities and invested in
livestock with mere commercial aims in view than was traditionally the
case. In the cicies, women engage in numerous 'service' occupations

such as food preparction and courtesanship. JAmonz 1 small segment of
the populaticn, women's work outside the home has become acceptable.
Many women are becoaning secretaries, clerical werkers, teachers, maternity

clinic and hospital workers, civil servants and military personnel. A
few women have entered the industrial work force.
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Glossarv

armen gida marriage between close kin including first cousin marriage
armen kuble post-marital seclusion
biki ceremony
bori Hausa women's possession cult
folevey Zarma women's possession cult
gamana individually farmed plots
gandu household fields
gado inheritance including propertv and social obligations
je ka da kore ka "go with vour bow' - tvpe of Hausa marriage
karuwai courtesan
karuwanci courtesanship
mestiza woman of mixed parentage
sadaki birde wealth

List of Acronyvms
BDRN Building Banque du Developpament de la Republique du Niger
INSEE Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques
SEDES Societe d'etudes pour le developpement economic et social

SONTIPRIM Printing company in Niameyv
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