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PREFACE
 

Women in :he Niger Republic is a preliminary draft report
that synthesizes information on women in Niger and makes this

information readily available, region by region, to development

planners. 
 Working Paper #I will be up-dated periodically, and

will be followed by working papers 
on Upper Volta and other
 
developing countries.
 

The Working Paper series at 
the University of Arizona was
designed by the Principal investigator, Helen Kreider Henderson,

in consuliation with W. Gerald Maclock, Director of International
 
Agriculture Programs, and Research Associates Nancy Ferguson and

Eric Arnould. Arnovd prepared the first draft which was 
then
 
edited by Henderson.
 

The work was funded ac 
part of the Consortium for international
 
Development/Women in Development Project (ALD/OTR-g-1871).
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1.0 Introduction
 

Women in the Niger Republic (University of Arizona WID Working Paper 01)
 
synthesizes information about economic, social, and political aspects of
 
nomen's lives in the context of national development. This Working Paper
 
may be used by the Government of Niger and by various bilateral and
 
multilateral agencies as a guide to active interventions aimed at
 
improving women's circumstances. It may be useful for planning in a
 
society where each person has the opportunity to contribute to develop­
ment, a goal which has been enunciated by thn Government of Niger as
 
well as by many Nigerien women (Sahel Hebdo S/11/80:12; Barres et al.,
 
1975). in order to further these goals, this report identifies relevant
 
dimensions of the traditional statuses of women in Niger, and also
 
illuminates areas of change and conflict in women's 
roles in the transi­
tional, modernizing society of today.
 

We consider this Working Paper to be only an initial step in integrating
 
material on women in Niger. Because of 
financial and time constraints,
 
we have relied heavily on data available in the United States, particular­
ly tho. University of Arizona document collection assembled as part of
 
the Niger Natural Resources Planning Project. The next critical step
 
will be a collaborative one involving women scholars in Niger working
 
on documents available in their country. These Nigerien women can
 
also evaluate information compiled here in light of more recent develop­
ments, gather new information from women who have so far been neglected
 
in the literature, and define issues, problems, and priority actions.
 
This type of activity began in Niger on a limited scale in the late 1969's
 
by the Direction a l'Animaton (Barres et al. 1975: Belloncle, 1976), but
 
should now be extended to the whole of Niger in the context of the 
creation of the "Societe National de Develoooement" which has been 
proposed by the President of the Republic, Colonel Kountche.
 

The text of this report has been divided into three main sections
 
corresponding to the three regions of Niger for which information was 
available: the Western or Niger River Region, the Northern Region and
 
the Central ano Ader--Doutchi-.ajia Recion. Eight main topics 
are
 
discussed for each region: agricultural production, iocal manufacture,
 
commerce and marketing, domestic life and tasks, education, health,
 
religion, and professions. Discussion of each topic includes women's
 
access to resources and governmental policies and programs affecting
 
women.
 

A number of ethnic grouos of unequal size live in Niger and in some
 
cases, in contiguous areas of neighboring countries. The principal
 
national lanzuages corresnond to five of these roups: Zarma-Songhai,
 
Hausa, Kanuri, Fulfulde (Fulani) and Ta:nichac (Tuare4). To this list 
should be added small groups related to the Zar=a such as the Dendi and
 
the Kurfev and ogo River peoples; Gourmantche and Mossi subOrcups 
related to populations in Upper Volta; the Yawri, a group li0in4 in 



the buffer zone between the Hausa and Zarma-speaking regions of the
 
country; the Tubu nomads of the far northeast, and the Kanuri-speaking
 
Manga of the east (Poncet n.d.; Diarra 1971: 27). Location of principal
 
ethnic groups is summarized in Figure 1. Because of lack of data, we
 
do not provide details on women's life among the smaller groups. Even
 
among the larger groups, we often discuss issues in general terms.
 

2.0 The Western or Niger River Region
 

2.1 Geographical Setting
 

The Western or Niger River region (Figure 2) straddles the Niger
 
River. Its soils are primarily of the ferruinous tropical variety
 
with some lithosols over gravel, and in the river courses, hydro­
morphic soils. Promising iron and phosphate deposits are found
 
around Sa. Rainfall varies from 500 to 300 mm annually, going
 
from north to south. The southwestern corner 3- the region, which
 
receives the most rainfall, is in the zone of shrub savannah vege­
tation of Sudanic type.
 

Approximately two miillion people, 40 percent of the nation's total,
 
live in this region, primarily in the valleys bet,een sterile,
 
waterless plateau. Population densities in the vaileys may reach
 
140 persons per square kilometer. Agriculture and livestock rearing
 
aru important economic activities, but the capital, Niamey, and the
 
coastal countries now draw much of the work force out of the country­
side, at least seasonally. Development of irrigated rice, garden
 
produce, mineral resources, light industry and tourism in the Park W
 
region constitute the major points for economic development in the
 
region as a whole.
 

2.2 Agricultural Production1 

Agricultural production is secondary to domestic tasks among rural
 
Zarma women; they do not have automatic access to land as do men.
 
In Ouallam, some women garden, and in a large part of the Boboye
 
area, women cultivate rice and ground nuts for ccmnerzialization.
 
Most women cultivate kitchen gardens of okra, sesame, squash, 
sweet peas, and gourds for home use or exchange within the village.
 

Women receive livestock from their maternal family when the'. marry.
 
';ith luck, holdings of goats and sheep can be transformed into
 
significant cattle herds. Some animals are sent to the steppes
 
where the limit of cultivation during the rainy season and return 
to the village during the dry season. Women also own chickens 
and guinea fowl and construct adobe h.en houses. 

Among the Wogo River dwellers, men are generally "the proprietors of
 
the land, although some .,omen also own fields which they may rent 
to men. Other women use parcels of land o,ned by their husbands. 
They cultivate gardens and small plots of okra, the 

'Sources: Diarra 1971; Oliwier de Sardan !969.
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Figure 2 

Western or Niger River Region
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latter near men's millet fields. Garden crops include tobacco,
 
a specialty product of the Wogo. 
 It is mainly older women who
 
cultivate; younger women reject this activity. 
 Women work alone
 
and their g'Ardens are a source of personal income.
 

Although the Sorkawa are the great Nigerien fishing group, Wogo
 
women fish as well. Fishing occurs after the harvest in October.
 
Women fish with a kind of cylindrical trap, zaga.
 

The Wogo keep livestock; cattle are particularly prized and formerly
 
figured prominently in bride wealth transactions. Today women
 
keep goats and sheep, many of which are picketed in the village.
 

2.3 Local Manufacture
 

In the past, most women spun cotton, but the export of raw cotton
 
and the 
import of textiles have largely eliminated this craft.
 
Zarma women manufacture palm fiber mats which 
are often quite

valuable, and baskets. 
 They carry mud and clay and prepare adobe
 
for the resurfacing of 
their homes in the dry scason. In Niamey,

embroidery and crochetting from European patterns 
are common
 
activities amongst older 
educated women (Bernus 1969:60).
 

In Niamey, women of 
the Inadan class of Tuareg ethnicity are
 
frequently specialists in the fabrication of leather cushions and
 
leather bound mats. (Bernus 1969:58)
 

Wogo women earn most of 
their cash from mat making. Three distinct
 
tves are made: square utilitarian mats, oval mats and special
 
marriage mats. They also make wall coverings. At one time,
 
they made the mats used in the construction of the traditional
 
Wogo dwelling, which women also built, but this practice has fallen
 
into disuse. Women also make granaries of adobe for storage of
 
their vegetables and rice.
 

2. ! Commerce and M!arketinc 

Women in Niamer are active market traders, although it was mainly
Beninoise women who were active in the w;holesale trade particularly
 
of yams in the 1960s (Bernus 1969). :ndividuallv:, women are
 
irregular participants at the Little Market in Niamev, but 
collectively they are the dominant element there. Poor urban 
women market the garden produce grown by their husbands along
the river, while fisherfolk brinz fresh fish. Rural women bring 
a portion of the family crop to obtain a little cash. Women
 
also manage a very large pottery sales yard near the Banque

National de 
!a Repubiique du Nicer building. Throu,:!out the cit:.., 
women engage in a dcorwav trade. Although no stud'. c this practice 
in Niger has been conducted, women sell a wide variety of cosmetics,

housewares and itmported foods, and some single, wcmen household 
heads, of which there are a great man:.', may support themselves 
from this trade iSahel Hiebdo 6/9,30: 1 ;ernus L969). 



Rural Zarma women are often able to amass considerable revenues
 
from the sale of livestock. 
Since male relatives sell these

animals in FilinguE or Gotheye for 
them, their earnings are not
 
likely to be spent on 
immediate consumption. Their earnings are

frequently reinvested in more valuable livestock or dispenses 
on
 
ceremonial exchanges during baptisms 
or marriages (Diarra 1971).
 

In a study of markets in the River Niger Region, it was found that
four-fifths of the sellers w1ere women (See Table I), sellingmany
their own products. Kado women sell garden produce, cured dates
 
and salt. 
 Bella (Buzu) women market pots, firewood and millet
which they had purchased previousv1. Fulani women sell butter. 

ogo sell threshed1omen whichrice they purchase unthreshec from 
their husbands, 
 tobacco and manioc which,is grown by men, andmats. The of rice atopenin2 a mill Filingue has deprived many
women of the revenues thv obtained from threshing rice. Table 2 
presents a list of women's wares in these markets (Olivier de
 
Sardan 1969).
 

2.3 Domestic Life
 

Bernus (1977: 169) concludes that urban life has done little 
to

change the older system of family and marriage and relationships

between husbands and wives. Intra-ethnic group marriage is 
still
 
most common, but in all groups earl,: 
first .marliage is less common

than in the countryside, especially among educated 
women. However,
 
as illustrated in Table 3, the costs of urban marriage have sky­
rocketed, creating real hardships 
for young suitors. Already in 
1971, many women and men complained of rampant inflation of these 
costs which contributrz to tension with:in the household (Diarra
1971: 169). Since that time, 
these expenses have continued to rise.
 

Then a marriage is contracted, .omen usually assume the domes tic
tasks they have learned at home under the new authority of their 
mother-in-law or 'nusband.
 

The existence of piped w,'ater, 
 grain mills, and firewood vendors in
 
tow-n considerably eases the domestic task load of women. 

?olygyn. is !ess common in town than in rural areas. Wile many
women dislike it, others feel it allows them a break from domestic
duties and their reproductive role. 
 :n some instances, it provides
the tnief wife with new hi-her status as head of a prosoerous house­
hold, and gives her certain opportunities to pursue co-mercial
 
ventures. 

Divorce is common desoite niign marri-age c-st, homen initiate 
about half of the divorces, primari y on the grounds of mistreat­
ment, failure of the husband to prov.'ide, husband's drunkeness, and
resistance to husband's contracting a second marriace. 



Table a. Women's Participation in Ri,er Region Markets
 

Markets
 

Ceo..Tessa Yelewaani! Xea-na Sakoira IBonfeba ITomokwere 'Total 

rel1aH 27 10 12 7 3 
 4 63F 62 6 68 33 
 15 192 

0 3 0 H4 5 
 32
40 830 626851 51 
 2X 2,.2 

Kado H 20 19 14 3 4 1 61334
F 25 51 104 60 49 4 273
 

Zer-a 6 1 3 30 10 2 52
F 7 14 8 18 2 8 58 
Peul
(1) HF 6 19 11 5 311 

Kur- H 

t y 2 
 2
1 5
5 F 
 14 7 
 21
 

Othe. 7 12 10 5 i1 35F 1 5 16 
 2 
 45
 

Key
 

H: men
 

F: women
 

Source: Olivier de Sardan 1969:191
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Table 3 - continued - E:..penses Associated with Marriage Among the Zarma
 

£-XVE!SES TOR: CELEBRATION OF LAARIACE 
TRALNSPORT OF BRIDE'S TROUSSEAU 

Expense Irems 
Before coloniai±:ation 

modey - cc"-tres 3efore orld War :1 

Toral ±o 

-v ooic franc Rural Areas ody 

F CFA Urban Areas 
Recompense for bride's vr iniry 200 C. cattle . 50c.o 5 000 S 000 F or 

e .gold 

Gift to break bride's silence 20 c 500 to 1 000 

jewelry 

1 000 
Gift 3Obride w"il take ner meals 
Animals f;. strengthening 

the bride 

COO 500 1°, 000 

oCsheep, g ac 
1 000 i 2 000 

Gifc to "aarria~e aptive" flour, millet 
Cotton or 500 to 

cotton cloth 
shoes 

Soo 50001 000 

Hairstyling 1000 
I 000tP 2 000 

'F 
1 000 

Gift to parentsvirginity for bridt's 

1000 1000 
Levy for bride's suitcases 

Cifts to Ln-laws 40000 

Transporter of :rouIau 
500 5 000 

500Stol 000 S000 

Source: Diarra 1971. 



In rural areas, marriage is built upon an exchange of services
 
between husband and wife, but marriac-e also primarily links two 
different groups of kinspeople related to a comnon male ancestor. 
Among The Wogo, the wife's female relatives enter into an 
elaborate series of gift exchanges wh'ch create alliances between 
them. These exchanges continue with the birth of the children of 
-he new couple, as shown in Table 

As shown in 'Table 3, marriage e::penses are far less in the country­
side than in town, but still high b: pre-colonial standards. In 
the earl% days of a marriage, a couple's autonomy depends in large 
measure upon the wife's dowry consisting of hous-'loid goods and 
livestock which, it is explicitl.y stated, is destined to ensure the 
social security of -he bride's family. These resources provide 
rural women vita certain autonomy vis-a-vis their hu'.sbands. 

Rural women assume a gamut of time-consuming and physically demand­
ing tasks. Draw!.n and carrying water is particularly onerous in 
Zarma country where the water table is at "0 m, and few wells exist. 
Women may spend tiree or four hours in this task. Gatheri4ng 
firewood is likew,.ise time consuming because of shortages, but is a 
less wearisome job. Food preparation consumes most of women's time 
since it takes several hours in the morning and evenon. Threshing 

and milling grain is the most difficult of tasks and the cne about 
which women complain most often. Women also care for small live­
stock, and of course, small children must be bathed and fed. 

omen can expect only the ad hoc cooperation oE their neighbors, 
daughters and daughters-in-law in these tasks. However, the 
daughter- in-law is expected to assist both her mother-in-law and 
mother when she can. This is true among the Wogo and the 'arma. 

2.6 Education 

Knowledge has always been valued by women in .ig-er as a source of 
power and authority, both secular and religious (Diarra 1971:185).
 
It is not surprising that education has beccme a national priority,
 
with doors open to girls as w'ell as boys, in both public, private
 
and technical scnools. Manv of the latter are located in .iamew. 
In 1968, 99 percent of River Region women cuestioned felt girls 
should attend school and rural women were even more in favor of
 
instruction than urban women. '!any felt that education enabled 
-omen to discharge their domestic duties m.ore effectively and to 
get on better .,;ith their husbands (Diarra 1'71: 131). 

The Association des Fe'rzes lu .iier (nd.) found that -iris 
represent 35' of public school students, -'" .o: private school 
students, 327. of koranic sc"oo" students, and of ,. school 
students. .AmonO public school s-cdents, they found that 30T of 
students in primary schools ".ere cirls and 17: of students in 
secondary schools were gir-. In private schools, which serve 
a more elite clientele, ic .umrs of 41ris and boys ".'ere nearly 
equivalent. ?-oxio.Per , it s learned t only , of the students, 


in technical schools were -irls 
 ts limitn their f:uture 
career options. 
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Table 4. 
Types of Ceremonial Exchanges at 
Baptisms and Births Among the Wogo
 

fr giver 

cz-16-nator We'i,77., parents of A W;evrti, .iother of 3
 

Rec.pier:t M-oter if 3 I r. 

'0 

'lame oi g.fr 

Type 
rO:ai dy and = :ec & sheep
 

Cir:u~ratanco 
uwhen the W.e)-ta leavtOf :ransier Or the k.iebu cer-ony 

Gift and counter gif:.s 
fnr baptism
 

Gift giver A ,coen of :he village mother of 3 
if 3 

Or.igi:ator" 

Raec.pient 
 B 
 I A 

Redistributionj mire Sentior women 
 A and his equals
 

Name ofheep
 

Type Sheep Loose change buctet, € ondioe.cs,Miet :S, 
sheep
 

Kero4 h
 

Circu.=stances
Or raf~er WnentO her,3 ye b 4
Day :1 hirth broug.". hy the "evnvo 
zf rariererco 

oo:herj~her v r.'.oaccompanies 
when she recurns 

to A's hoze. 

A fat-her cf cji 

5 mther of chjf 

g.f:s and zounter gifts for a birch
 

Source: Oliver de Saran 1969: 167 
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Women have been disproportionately tracked into secretarial
 
training following Western models of women's employment. However.
 
today man" women are entering technical and armed forces training
 
schools (Sahel Hebdo 6/11/80: llff).
 

2. 7 Health
 

Women in the ',estern Niger River Region benefit from the presence 
of the majority of the nation's medical technicians and facilities, 
althoughprvic Dosso province is less well provided Than NiameveQ r-


province 'Bernus, . : 1980). Women suffer from \iger's endemic 
illnesses, particularly malaria and also from numerous complica­
tions in childbirth. As mothers, thev must cope with the great 
killers of children, measles and spinal meningitis which assume 
epidemic Drooortions every five ...ars (Speece 1981: 5 ) 

.hile almost half of women or this region believe that both 
traditional and modern medicines are effective, over a quarter take
 
their medical problems to traditional healers. Only 20% seek out 
modern postnatal medical help, and only 207 .ould seek modern 
help in case of sterility. Few women are actively desirous of 
contracaptive kncwled;e in spite of the burden which frequent 
pregnancy places upon them, but many 
feel that birth spacing,
 
on the order cf 2 - 3 years, is good. About 6-% of all births take 
place with some sort of modern intervention, but fewer than 50% of 
rural births are accompanied by modern methods. (Diarra 1971: 
177-178)
 

Although the majority of women place high value on having large
 
families, two forms of contraception are in use in Niamey: the
 
pill and sterilization. Authorized use of the former requires
 
both a prescription and the written 
 consent of the husband.
 
About 150 women a ,ear seek birth control information in Niamey 
out of '000 gynecological examinations. Authorities are concerned 
because many ',oung girls seek out birth control pills w;ithout
 
prior medical advice and in 
the absence of any prior education
 
(Sahel Hebdo 2/25/80: 12-13).
 

2.8 Religion 

,;omen are active particinants in both Islam and the folevev
 
possession cult. About three-fourths of Zarma women questioned 
claimed to pray !-5 times daily; most pray bv themselves. About 
one-third began to pray after their marriag.e and 377. began to 
fast during Ramadan after -.arriage, iniccating that men mav'. pla. 
some role in encouraginc Islamic practice a.-.ong their ,:ives.
Overall, 6371 of ,;omen claim to fast. vomen are lso critical of 
Islam: 417 think islamic proscriptions are more severe for women 
than men. This attitude i; most develooei in Niamev There 517 
share it, and least develo-ed in the c-unr'sice, ;n addition,
42/' think Islam impedes o-.en's . tnin n _tionalJevelop­
ment, as thev: see it, and indeed, L:;!amic authorities inhLer do 
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disinterest. To :.-,a etent that this is :rue, it may~'-a een as 
an ex-.ression or a widJ~snread attitude amongst Nigerian bureaucrats1Iu~t~(Chalick, 1972,194 Spi::1r ~76)and a: defansive posture on :he 
?art of the few women who have -anaged to accede to posimohs o: 

aut-horitv in Ni~er­

these pro~essionals., 

the industrial work force.> SONIDRI!,- or; example, em~1os 200
 

. omen. (Associatio deseesduNiger n.d.) Indurialworkers
 

addsion to hn a fe%, women have also entered
 

complain of lack. of job securicy, ;low p v=na wr- n 
variety of health and safet-problems =uch as co their sisters in 
the West (Sahel liebdo 8/11/80: 23-24), 

In rural areas of :iaVey province by !ate 975, 187 vi_1aze ,.:oen 
had been trained by W-omen's Animation :o act as mu!tiouroost 
extension workers and 122 midwives had been retrained, or a: 
least-exposed to modern theories of maternity. in Dosso nrovince, 
71 midwives had been retrained (Barres et a!. 1975: 76). 

I>I
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3.0 The North 

3.1 Geographical Fetting
 

The northern region covers 850,000 square kilometers, or 65% of the 
national territory. Soils are w¢eakly developed lithosols occurring 
over weathered rock, weathered soils, aeolian sand dunes, and in the 
south, red-brow,.n soils on sand dunes. Salt, uranium, coal and un­
tapped petroleum reserves are im:ortant national
to development plans.

Vegetation is of the Saharan oDen savannan: type. it is sparse as less 
than 230 mm of rainfall drons annuallv over most of the region.

Temperatures range above 33r C for ..7ost of the year. Only about 
250,000 people live in this region, about 5 peroent of The national 
total. Population densities are thus on orderthe of 1-5 persons 
per square kilometer. Ethnically heterogenous, nomadic livestook
 
rearing, caravan tra4ing, and oases cultivation have been the tradi­
tional economic base of 
the region. Industriaiization is now raoidlv
 
taking place. particularl- in the Air re-ion. 

3.2 Agricultural Production
 

Niger, north the m= isof 200 isohyet p)rimarily a zone 
of livestock production as shown in Figure 4. Fulani (Fr. Peul)

women's participation in the livestock economy is both full and 
complex. They fully possess fe, head of cattle. These are the
 
offspring of a few heifers women '-ave received from their parents
at birth, or throuh inheritance from bo:h mother and father 
(Dupire 1970: 91, 93). The few cattle a woman receives as 
part of the bridewealth are reserved e:xc usivelv for her children. 
Spouses decide the fate of these beasts buttogether, w,7omen are 
solicitous of guarding this 
stock intact until the children grow 
up. This stock and other beasts in the household herd or each 
famil:. are pro:ressi.,e allocated to children thethe over years
(Dupire 19b3: 79; !97C: 91). r;:ires exercise e::clusive milking
righzs over a la pori on o: the :husbands' herds annd reserve 
the right to sell nd bute:-. '..'omen meet t.teir share of
the househoid bud, fr= the S.uIe of -ilk and butter, -nd 
occasicnai>: of s-al ruminants cver .:hich e::ercise-hev full 
rights of use an- 3ale. Rights and duties pertaining to cattle 
among the herding -uian- -ire su-arioed in -abe 5. When a man 
dies, his cn'ldrn ct his fife, inherit. h",ere are thus no
wealthy widows aersona 12.-v'i :h orwed c.attle and Sada:-:i (riue
wealth animals) as amcn. -oe sedentary Fulani. 

Traditionally, women did not care for large livestock. Hcwever,
in the afterath of tne I6 -1973 droumh, many Fulani w.omen havebeen forced to tae uP such difficult tasks as watering the 
renainin, cattle because of high rates of male migration (Rupp 
1976:17).
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Figure 3 
 NORTHERN REGION
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Table 5 

RIGHTS OF OWNERSHIP HELD BY THE NOMNAL MASTER OF THE HERD 
O ER HIS CATTLE. 

Alienation Rights to InheritanceCategory Description Looked ri.hts held use the rightsof cattle and source after by... by... mtik held held by 
by...
 

birnaaji Stock held by Father of Father of A1,'. e The child"-en 
the head of tze the family, the family. ),ies aii. e of al .hefamily. AcCuL-ed as requred. 'xies. 
thrau;hi in.ner­
itance, gifts.
purchases, or 
nann.?'a .e"i 

loans...
 
darnaaji Portion of :he Father of 
 Father of Only the Only the

stock of the the family. the famdy. wife to children of
head of the whom they Lhe wife who 
fa..mily enitruS:e ha'e been has rights
to the ch:ef '. fe, ear.sted. to the T,ik.
Aoo.oaaDo isamne 
sources asbirnta=p). 

adaaki Stock gi'en to Father of Husbandor Onlv the Only Lhe(Western the oo.aaDo the f wiiyfje with , e Anho is ch~ldrcn ofNiger wife. afte: theeven con- co-owner. tne 'AIf '. ho
region). divorce or .,ent of is Co-owner. 

repudiaticn. spouse.sadaaki Stock gien to Father.- ot Hus endor On/v the Only the

(Islamized 
 .he koowaaDo the famiiy wtife vfh wife %%hoi3 ch",'Adren ofEastern wife. except ;n the c.nscntE co-or%.er., the wife ,,hioNiger cases of of spouse. ISco-owner. 
regIon), repudiation.

ser.dereeji Portion of the Father of Fa:her of Or. the Only the
stock of the the faf:ara. . ' chilthen ifhead of the w hm "hey ' wothe of 
family entrusted ha,,e been has ri,hts to 
to se ,nda.-! eotrtused, the muk. 
', vei (in place of 
saddaakiand 
, arr~wiz i. 

sukaai of Gifts r-i'.ed Father Father of Usually the This is anithe by thi ct:ldr-n, dur'g L".eir the farnfly -,,i/esro is inenta.ce
children. mtnoru., dur.z thetr the motrer in advance 

sons after mront,, of the of each
setting up sors on ;c,::dre chdin 
housenoid, com_, of o on queston.
huacand ,f 2.. the ::oc.. 
marnr:e,
daughterz. 

£iukaqjiof Gifts receised Te Onl.. theFather of .i- Only the
the ' tz. by each .'ife the family. *uth the -. ife 'Ano ch:idren Cf 

from her famly. ccnent of "L.s the *;,-Ie '* nothe 
•.et ,n:U'S. Weo'Aer oWe r. 

Source: Duire 19 63: L­

http:inenta.ce
http:co-or%.er
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Traditionally, noble Tuareg women ow,-ned livestock, and it is saidthat their herds 
were often larger than those of men, despite the
fact that Islamic inheritance rules were followed (Nicolaisen

1963: 137; Rupp 1976: 7). There were no 
data about the composition
of their herds apart from the fact that they consisted o Camelsand smail ruminants. The organization of seasonal transhumance and
of caravaning was however in men's hands, as was the care ofcamels. Vassal (-.g. Inadon and Buzu) 
women might ow-n small
ruminants and donkeys, but they were commonly obliged to pasture,milk and water the goats, sheep and cattle omed by the noblefamilies with whom they resided. Skinning and butchery also wasthe work of vassal women, as was the care of the camels, if no 
noble men were present in the camp. 

Today, the comple.: division of labor between women of differentclasses has largely broken daWn with the 
formal elimination of

slaver,: and the 
loss of :herds during 
 ,I and the 1968-1973
drought. In the aftermath o that drought, Tareg 
 omen have not
taken over animal husbandry act t 4r- 'vie:ron. their mig'rant or lost 
husbands. However, the outcome of restocking programs has been or great concern to them. 'fany felt that :ien received a dis­proportionate share of livestock credits 
(Rupp 1976: 6-7, 17:22).
 

in areas of the Air mountains where settled vassal Tuareg engagedin irrigated agriculture, women helped in t:he preparation of thefields, but there is no indication they them-seles gardened
(Nicolaisen 1963: 191). However, durng the drought, some noble
women, disregarding previous patterns, began to help their equallynovice husbands 
in digging irrigation ditches and ve2get_

gardens (Rupp 1976: 
32).
 

3. 3 Local 'anufact'ure 

ulani women eng2age in .erv few crafts. It is they, however, whobuild the mat hut and prcvide its contents: mats, winnowing fans,tether roes, and other domestic items. In recent past,the 
 these
items were not sold, although today they Fulani women nayare. 
also repair cracked -ourls for sedentary people on market days orwbile passing through remote villages (Duoire 2961: So; 1970: 95;
 
Piault n.j.: 59.
 

"oble womn engaied _n a few• esteeme crafts such as embroider'.. andleather work. Part of a women's household equipment consisted
tanning materials. In Aade:, leather w.orking and tanning were 

of 

w t n. theirCioaraiseshands.o.nc en w926: (Iydi 17ii;
:963: 134, 275 fi). Some wo..en mczr.nts to southern t ow.-ns havecontinued to do leather -.;rk. Vassal slavesnd wc7omen asI macena.turil goat bags,hair employitw handeevinc techniCues. 
Plaiting dou= palm fronds i-.orte. fro- the -outh b' men, intomats for "window screens, beds and cents is also ain important task 
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(Nicolaisen 1963: 263, 269). Noted for their independence and
 
resourcefulness, Tuareg women of the blacksmith caste recycled
 
a wide variety of metal scraps, turning them into lamps and other
 
items for sale during the drought when sheer survival was at
 
stake (Clark 1973: 115). Collection of some fifty species of
 
wild plants, which became an important resource during the recent
 
and past droughts, was also in women's hands Lhote 1?44!.
 

3.4 Marketing and Commerce
 

Little information concerainq the commercial activities of Fulani 
.omen is knc=n. The best sources are Dupire (1962: 133), SDES/ 
I-.SEE (1966) and :utter (1980: 7). Women's occasicna! -les of 
milk and butter -.ere at one time the main way in ,7hich 7ulani
 
interacted 2ith tie market econc-.v. sheae2 herding'a( rmided 
families with a few regular necessities, while the occasional sale 
of livestock provided them with millet for the dry season when the 
preferred food, milk, was scarce (Dupire 1962b: 345). By 1963, 
butter accounted for only 2.7% of total household income (SEDES/
 
INSEE 1966).
 

Herders still are not highly motivated by market forces (Rupp, 1976:
 
12), but the drastic drought-induced reduction in herd sizes has
 
forced Fulani to market more livestock and to spend more cash on
 
food items than ever before. Livestock sales now account for 95%
 
ot all revenues in the Tanout region (Sutter 1930: 20). Herds now
 
consist of a greater proportion of small, highly productive animals
 
such as'goats and sheep than cattle. Before the drought, these
 
animals were mainly owned by women, but whether women's share in
 
the family herds has now increased is not discussed in the litera­
ture.
 

The Government of Niger is currently engaged in a number of schemes
 
with '.Zorld Bank and U.S. AID participation, to increase commercial
 
offtake in the grazing zone. It is likely that these activities
 
will negativelv af:ect women. Men traditionallv were responsi­
ble for the overall mana'ement of the herd regardless of o -nership
 
of particular animals. Development prcrams are most likel. to 
target men for participation as historically has been the case in
 
Niger.
 

Apart from Bernus' work (1974) little quantitative information
 
is available about Tuarez commercial stracezie, at the household 
level. Women seem to have participated in the market economy 
indirectly, letting their husbands or other male relatives play 
the role of intermediary in the sale of livestock or leather
 
goods. Livestock sales could be made b. noble women on tne
 
condition that proceeds from them benefitted the entire household.
 



Vassal and slave women seem 
to have been free to sell agricultural
 
produce or salt. Vassal Tuareg women in Zinder town were at 
one
 
time entrusted with the rainy-season management of the date and
 
salt business of Tuareg lords who spent that 
season in the Air. 
Many of these women became wealthy traders, inn keepers and real 
estate brokers in their owni account in the early 20th century (Lovejoy

and Baier: 1977). No noble Tuareg were by
seen the auth-ors selling

in markets in northern Zinder province in 1978-79, although they did
 
participate as buyers.
 

Among Tubu groups who travel south from the northeast of the country

durin2 the latter half of the dry season, women a:e active date
 
vendors in the markets of Goure'%country. Some half dozen were seen
 
in the small market of Wodo by the author in 1979.
 

3.5 Domestic Life
 

It was expected that 7uares women at 
some point would marry. Mixed
 
caste marriages were uncommon until 
the recent breakdown of Tuareg

society (Nicolaisen 1963: 21; 118).
Clark 1973: First marriages
 
were often contracted late in life, and second marriages 
were often
 
made for "love" (Rodd 1926: 172; Clark 1978: 61). 
 A considerable
 
dowry, larger than the bridewealth pa:,_ments, accompanied the bride.
 
(Nicolaisen 1963: 152; 
Clark 1978: i1).
 

Divorce was easy 
to obtain. A man rejected by his wife would
 
consider it ignoble to cling 
to her; nor did his family require the
 
return of the bridewealth as was the case in southern regions. 
 In
 
case of divorce, children often went with the mother's family again

unlike practices in the south. Remarriage was easy unless a son,

who stood to inherit a considerable amount from his mother forbade
 
it, since he wouid lose property to lner husband if she remarried 
(Nicolaisen 1963: N61). many unions were quite stable,
onetheless, 
in part because of a !ong cradition of vunogamv among the Tuareg,
and in Dart because of the freedoms married women enjoyed. The" 
were highly respeczed in home and public life, 
were permitted to
 
cultivate ex:tramarita! freiendships with members of either sex, and
 
were the living repositories of Tuareg history and culture. 
 Tuareg 
women composed, sang, played the one-string violin, and created 
poetry aIout past and present adventures (Rodd 1926: 174). None­
theless, noble women had little kncwledze of other languages and 
cultures, unlike their husbands 
(Nicolaisen 1963: 24).
 

Noble women rarely worked. Vassal and slave women attached to each
 
camp or living in settled villages performed the same domestic
 
tasks required of women in other narts of 
the country. However,

all women cooperated in child care. Slave women also not
 
infrequently served as concubines 
 for noble men. It was the
 
resoonsibility of the noble men care for all the in
to women 
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their camp. During the drought and after, many mature noble women
 
have been forced to perform domestic tasks for the first 
time.
 

Among pastoral Fulani, first marriages are carefully arranged,

endogamous affairs. 
 The first marriage procedure is prolonged,

involving the slow transfer of 
livestock between households, and

the progressive integration of 
the wife into the husband's camp.

Although marriage is 
a necessity, and childbirth marks the confirma­
tion of 
a mature women's status, marriage is a matter of economic
 
cooperation between spouses whose roles are rigidly gender-linked

(Dupire 1962a: 169-170). The relationship between a man and his
 
wife is quite formal.
 

Relations between a wife and her female relatives through marriage
 
are of primary importance in a new marriage, since it is 
they who
 
cooperate in performing domestic tasks. 
 A new bride is virtually

at 
the beck and call of her mother-in-law and sisters-in-law who

together milk, 
fetch water, gather wood, prepare food, weave and
 
share baby care (Dupire 1970: 66). It is only after a woman has
 
borne and weaned her first child at her mother's camp that she
 
returns permanently to her husband's camp, bringing with her the
 
dowry, 
and claimin2 a new more authoritative status towards female
 
in-laws.
 

A mature voman owns 
her house and its contents, as well as the tie
 
rope for that portion of the herd she milks. The house is in
 
fact the s,,nbolic attribute of motherhood. After the death of
 
their father, consanguineal brothers frequently regroup around
 
their mother's house, and it is 
behind her house that 
a woman is
 
buried.
 

Bororo women are stout defenders of monogamy. Since their tasks
 
are individual ones, any sharing of 
the dairy products of the
 
household herd with a co-wife would be 
their loss. Women frequently

instigate divorce, although it entails the loss of 
the bridet;ealth

animals. Secondary marriages 
are freely contracted in contrast 
to
 
the first ones, and are more often exogamous (Dupire 1970: 67). 
 A
woman's children benefit from the cattle held by 
the second
 
husband. 
 Secondary marriages provoke conflicts within patrilineages

because thev disrupt prior e:xpectations of inheritance (Dupire
 
1962a, 1970: 27, 52).
 

3.6 Education and Health
 

Very little is known about the education and health of northern
 
women, although girls constitute about 40,: of the school-attending

population. 
 Health services and schools are scattered in the north.

Rupp (1976: 5-6) did not find that Tuareg wooen expressed much 
interest in the extension of medical facilities. Bororo women
asked the author for anti-malarial tablets on several occasions 
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Figure 6
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Farming populations mingle with nomadic pastoralists and semi­
sedentary nomads. Much of 
the manpower of the Ader-Doutchi-Majia

is drawn off to Nigeria during the dry 
season. 
Zinder province

is the center of intensive rural development activities.
 

4.2 ATicultural Production 

Women's role in agricultural production in these regions varies
 
from place to place. In Mawri country, Madaoua canton, the valley

of Maradi, Magaria county, and many parts of 'atameye and Mirria
 
counties 
women cultivate on household (,gandu) fields of millet,
sorghum and cowpeas. However, in Kantche and in Mirria canton, 
women do not in general participate in this activity, excep.
 
perhaps at harvest time (Nicolas 1966: 10: Piault 1965; 
 Sff;

R'publique du Niger 1974: 
2; Raynaut 1976; Chefou 1976: 
6;

Faulkincham 1976: 
2; Saunders 1978, 1980; Henderson and Arnould
 
n.d.; Arnould, in preparation).
 

Around Dogondoutchi, aside from participating in household productive

activities (su,.narized in Table 6), 
 women and girls cultivate on
 
their own account. Women cultivate Bambara ground nuts 
and other
 
crops. 
 A daughter may be given part of her mother's 
field to
 
work. But land belongs to the husband so that 
a woman's field
 
changes yearly as 
,'omen's crops are rotated with cereals. 
 Women
 
have a right to dispose of their produce throughout this region.

They employ an archaic short-handled hoe (Kursa-Kursa) as well as
 
other tools, but not modern ones. 
 Older women 
2aim that women's
 
role in agriculture 
was once more extensive (Piault 1965). 

Around Madaoua, wcmen, like me-i, culrivate subsistence crops,

though not the highly profitable irrigated onion plots. 
 With

increasing male migration, they are assuming more of the burden 
of cereals cultivation (Faulkingham 1976).
 

There has been a rapid transformation of 
the role of women in
 
agriculture in the vallev of Maradi over the past several decades. 
Intensification of co m=ercial garden crop production by men 
division of 
crop lands into small parcels, a decline in the range

of conjugal family units pooling 
land and 
labor from c-oilective
 
(garden) production, have placed about one-thiird of cereal produc­
tion in women's hands.
 

Data show that the conjugal family unit has become 
the most effective
 
unit of subsistence production; production per person 
falls as the
 
number of economically active persons 
in :he household increases
 
much '.eyond the size of 
the nuclear family. Thus women are sub­
stituting for the 
labor of dependent .. ,,'ho farmed for the
ales 

hLusehold heads a generation ago as part of 
the zandu system, oandu

referring to the famil. farming unit and an'.' fields cultivated by 
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Table 6
 

TABLE INDICATING THE SEXUAL DIVISION
 
OF AGRICULTURAL TASKS FOR PRINCIPLE
 

CROPS AMONGST THE MAURI
 

Crops .-.Hausa Name Saw Used Harvest Transort Sold 

Maize masiraa H & F H & F H & F H & F F 
,lle i haSii H & F H H & enf, H (& F) H (1) 

Okra ku~ewaa F F F F F 
ocuset. 

bea cak k 
yaak waa H H H H F 

Bambera gujj iyaa 
ground uut F F
 

Sorghu:t daawia H & F H H H H(1) 

Gourds dumaa H H H H H& F 

Be.rns waakee H H H &F H H 
& enf. 

Cassava R0o0go H H H& F H 6 F H & F 
round muts kWaIanlee H H H H H 

Ccoa'" ?ayaa F F F F F 

Cotton kia~aa H H H H H & F 

Saam$ H H H H H & F 
.ed pepper 'tonkaa -4ankaa H H H H H & F 

Onions ?hlbasha H H H H 

Tobacco taaba H H H H Ii 

()Hen are responsible far the sale of sheaves (of sorghu) and of grains inlarge quanizies; omen can be res;onsib!e for :he sale of sall quanri:esor grain, selling it either for :heir husband's ;rcfit or for their own,if their husband has 3i,en : lem the millet. They alsozan dispose of the
harvest coming from a field inherime'i (or given) by :hear cn fanily. Thecultivation of this field can then be done conjointly by the woman'shushand and herself or by 
one of her children. 

Source: Piault 1965
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that unit. However, it appears that women practicing dune cultiva­
tion of cereals achieve yields inferior to those achieved by men
 
on garden plots. Women are not receiving the extension and
 
credit services provided to men through the agricultural coopera­
tives.
 

Changes in production strategies have been accompanied by changes
 
in concepts of property. Womei are sometimes said to possess

gandu, which has come to mean an," piece of ground over which an
 
individual has exclusive rights. A quarter of dune land parcels
 
are now cultivated by women, of which 22,%have 
 been received through
inheritance. Matrilineal inheritarce of land, 
once none:.:istant,

is becoming more common. Nonetheless, 77% of women's parcels are
 
still considered *amana, individual plots granted by the house­
hold head to members of the household. Women exercise only 
usufructorv rights over gamana (Ravnaut 1976).
 

In Zinder province, the situation is considerably different; the
 
commercialization of 
the economy, and emergence of economic indi­
vidualism has not proceeded as 
far as in Maradi. In a recently
 
formed village north of 
the official limit of cultivation, women
 
farm with their husbands to obtain the 
 cereals ration. In a
 
village populated by descendents of Tuareg vassals, south of the
 
limit of cultivation, women do not 
farm gandu lands, and some ao
 
not farm at all due to post-marital seclusion (armen kuble)

(Henderson and Arnould, n.d.). 
 In a pottery producing village near
 
Mirria the.' do not farm at all. Mon displaced them from their
 
traditional cultivation righls a generation ago. In addition, they

had found it more remunerative to specialize in pottery production.
 

A Kanuri-Hausa village in southern Mirria was 
typical of man'
 
villages south of the 400 mm isohvet. 
 There women help to sow and
 
harvest the g fields, although they do not clear or weed them. 
With the sporadic help of their male relatives, the also cultivate 
individual plots allocated then by their husbands. Some husbands 
help them to sow. Some women are wealthy encugh to hire agricul­
tural laborers to weed for them. In this village mean gamana size 
was 1.3" ha, but ranged from 0.1 to 2.69 ha. in addition, women
had small plots of ground nuts which avera-ed 0.I ha 
in area (Arnould, in preparation). In :iatameve county, mean 
zamana size was 0.1 ha and in agaria zounty it was 0.23 ha in the 
earl,; 1970's. (Roublique du Niger 197 -). In Kantche, where women 
do not participate much in cereals cultivation, they' do garden,
particularly in polygynous households (Nicolas 1956:10). 

Women use fungicide when they can obtain it, respect officially 
recommended pla.in; densities (primarily because their fields are 
so smaLl), apply some organic fertilizer (although it for-.ally 
belongs to their husbands), 
or picket goats on their fields, but
 
are generall: less active in the fields because of tcheir other 
responsibilities (R\epublique du 1ie'l974; Belloncle 1976: 
Appendices VI and VIi). 
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Women's fields in one Hausa-Kanuri village were more productive
 
per unit of 
area sown than men's, prcducing 205 kgs/cereals/ha
 
as opposed to 132 kgs/cereals/ha on 
 andu plots in 1978-79.
 
Gamana were less productive overall than Women's nutgandu. ground
yields were worth an average of about S21.00 in 1978-79 (Arnould,
in preparation). Women use their produce or hnarvest for a variety
of purposes. They exchange it for clothing for themselves and
their children; they transform some into prepared food for sales.About 73% of w¢omen report that some of their ground nut harvest
is put aside to plant the following year (Republique du Niger 
1974: 10) 

In three viliazes studied 
in 1977, one-third of women obtained seed 
from their own granaries, one-half from relatives. in these 
villages women did not consul: 
the extension services, nor did 
they desire new agricultural machinery: 29% of women vs. A% of 
men desired new agricultural tools (Henderson and Arnould, n.d.) 

4.2.1 Livestock 

In three villages studied in 1977: 
42% of women claimed to own
 
some of the animals grazing on 
their fields. Women tend keep
to 

small livestock at home, while men "ntrust their large livestock
 
to Fulani herders. Women also 
lhave some livestock in their
 
mothers' care so that co-,w7ives will not become jealous, nor 
husbands dispute ownership in case of divorce.
 

In one of these villages, 21 women owned 198 head of 
stock, about
 
9 head each. Of this total, 37% were small ruminants, and 11.5% 
were cattle. 
 'en orned a greater proportion c- livestock of
 
greater value than uomen. 
 However, nore of wo:,en's total resources
 
were tied up in livestock than men'swere resources. On average
the .alue of a women's herd wwas about 3293, which is about threetiMes the value of her annual agricultural production ($99), and 
fifteen ti-es the value of earnings from the sale of prepared
foods (520). (Arnould, in preparaticn) W...omen in a pottery­
producing village .ere able te obtain large ofnumber cattle 

.
from the proceeds of chei craft activities. Xine of the most 
important potters ow:ned an average of four each.head 

Women control a large number of the small ruminants in the Central 
region. Throughout the area, clcthing, ifts, and ourchase of
 
more valuable livestock are the three most imnortant uses to
which lives tock: are put (Rpublique du .tiger l971: 10). In the
three villaze sample mentioned above, t:w.o-thirds of women indicated 
the" had sold animals durin- the past '.'ear. Onl, si: percent
said they used their earnings to buy food for the household. 
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In villages contacted by the Women's Aniunation program, women
 
seemed anxious to obtain ground nut seed loans, baobob 
tree
 
seedlings, and new agricultural inputs, including Maradi red
 
goats, and improved hybrid roosters. The livestock improvement
 
programs met with limited success, in Dart because of technical
 
problems, and in part because men appropriated much of the new
 
stock for themselves (R~publique du Niger 1974, Barrs, et al.
 
1975).
 

4.3 Small-Scale Manufacturing
 

In the Filingu region, women make mats from doum palm, grow

gourds for utensils, make soap and weave calabash covers. 
 A few
 
women still spin cotton, though this craft is dying out, an'd 
in
 
the village of Chikal, a lone 7cman potter can be found (Giles
 
1978: 13-14).
 

Mavdi women of Dogondoutchi make small baskets, and do 
a little
 
embroidery. They also decorate gourds, and in 
their leisure hours
 
spin cotton. (Piault 1965: 56ff).
 

Buzu women throughout the region make several different kinds of
 
mats. 
 One is woven from long strips of woven and dyed doum

fiber, 
the other is woven trom a continuous band of fiber. 
 nomen
of other groups also have taken thisup craft. Kanuri-Hausa women
make calabash covers. Some 95% of the women in Magaria county
manufacture peanut oil (Republique du Niger 1974: 
10). In the
 
southern part of Zindtr province, there 
are numerous natron
 
(hydrous sodium c~rbonute) seeps which produce 
a continual thin
 
crust of salt. 
 'omer. may devote a morning or two per week to
sweeping up piles of this material. Natron is ;ziven animals
to 

and is 
used in some sauces. A woman can earn up to $50 a year from
 
natron collecting (Arnould, in preparation).
 

Around Dogendoutchi, Gavi 
( acha canton) and Mirria, many women
specialize in Dottery production. Some types of Mawri pots are 
illustrated in Figure 7. Some thirteen different kinds or
 
utility pots are made around Mirria, but water jars 
(tulu) and a 
type of cooking pot (kuloguna) predominate. In Mirria proper,
pottery is decorated using designs brought in by a French military
office. In one villae near Mirria, annual potery production

amounted to 3-',O00 vessels, valued a: 
$18,621 (subtracting 10% for
 
breakage). Nine women accounted for 
50.2 of production, but over
 
100 women participated. 
 Some women earned as much as SAOO/year

from this trade. in M ri coun:ry,, the max::imum a woman could earn,

turning out 15 
pots a week 9 months a ".vear would be about 3300
 
(Piault 1965: 56ff).
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Figure 7. 
 Mawri Pottery
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in large towns like Haradi and Zinder, cra " 'es areactivit 1-*micecdue to seclusion o married women. A, LsurVe' conducted in l.977 im
Zi-der 0ound < o women craft specialists, however it was subse­
quentl. learned tnat women perform rural crafts, embroider and make
 
decorative leather horse collars, among other things (Arnould 1981) 

44Marketing and Co~erce
 

Many women oarticpat-e n the market-
 o the region which were given
a boost by tne development of the colonial ground nuc trade. Tairty

years ago women were the dominant ele-ent in the markets O Mataeve 
county as vendors of prepared foods, garden crops and animal,
products (Nicolas 1960: 27). Men have subsequently come to !minace
 
trade there. Today women are active sellers o 'cereals, ground
nuts, peanut oil, potash, condiments and prepared foods and animal
products. Many women attend market between 2 and 4 times per month 
although women's participation in town is constrained by Islamic 
strictures accompanving marriage (Saunders 1978). Women generally
sell and market what they have produced; those who act as retailers

'(58% of those questioned) usually turn over their wares 
within one
 
week due to 
a shortage of cash (Arnould and McCullough"1980: 30).

MaLnny young girls hawk .!a nuts, imes, and candy on market days,taking goods on 
credit in the morning and pocketing the proceeds in
 
the afternoon.
 

'..'Women are buyers as well as sellers. Zif:y-seven ?ercent of women 
consumers questioned attended market at least three times per monthin Zinder province. Thirty percent of women questioned came to 
purchase manufactured goods, 'riaril'.- cloth. Ten Dercent purchased
cereals (althoug h on a smaller scale than man) and four oercent
purchased livestock (Arnould & McCullough 1980: 36-37). 

.;icolas (1962) work in the 1950's sugges:s that at that time fewer women t*an men had ex:ensive personal bud ets. However in an 
agzricultural ccouni:v. in Mirria s:udied in 1979, it was Learnec:ha: 5 w1omen sold S800 worth of agricuitural prcduce, 3164,)
worth of Livescock, and 5200 worth- of re"" red focd'.ne-oer a
month period. -his accounted for 80 poen: of their total income. 
<n-a-pottry producig %:il1agestud i '979, fiften w;omen
sold over S4000 'Worth of pottery through their itinerant male
re.latives, S760 worth of livestock and S370 o prepared fods over 
a nine-mon:h period. Such sales accounted for six:': ?ercen: of their 
revenues. Secluded "omen in' Ziner .;ere a*-- to earn f m•esales or prepared focds only 

:r
about ')a0per y;ear, a: leas- 75 
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Tnle increase in women's work load and the difficulty which many
 
men have in supporting their household throughout the year as custom
 
demands leads to considerable tension between spouses. Women defend
 
their interests in many ways. Increasing the numoer of services for
 
which they demand monetary compensation is one wa.; accepting a co­
wife or seclusion which reduces their workload is another way;
 
adultery committed in exchange for monetary presents is another;
 
and finally, divorce is a last resort (Saunders 1978: 249).
 

Among Hausa, divorce rates are quite high: 32/1000 married women
 
per year in Mirria. Sixty-seven percent cf all first marriages end
 
in divorce there, as Jo 5-27of all seCond marriages (Saunders 1978:
 
264; 279). Divorce initiated by a woman can be obtained only through
 
a legal procedure, and a male witness must speak for the woman.
 
However, it is relatively easy to obtain and entails no dishonor
 
Lor women (Saunders 1979). Some of the brideweaith is lost, and
 
weaned children usually stay with their father's household. In
 
rural areas, divorce is less frequent because wives may be harder
 
to obtain. A-mong Buzu, the cash component of bridewealth payments
 
is set so high that the nenalty to the husband for divorce is great
 
(Thompson 1976: 143).
 

Marital inscabilitvnas a negative effect upon household economics.
 
Men cannot easily develop cchesiveness within the household in
 
order to consolidate resources to obtain new inpts with which to
 
improve land use practices. Wives for their part do not want to
 
tie up capital in forms difficult to disaggregate in the event of
 
separation. Wives are likewise disinclined to invest heavily in
 
improving their aamana, because men can always reclaim them for the
 
gandu, or exclude women from cultivation entirely (Thompson 1976:
 
165; Roberts 1979: 65).
 

Domestic life among most elite women does not differ greatly from
 
that of other women although some tasks are eased. Neither their
 
husbands nor their own economic or educational achievements serve
 
as a springboard into public, political or religious roles. Elite
 
women spend more time with other women in seclusion, and attend
 
maternal child clinics more often, but are generally excluded from
 
official or semi-official functions. Husband and wife may enjoy
 
greater companionship at home, especially when the wife is employed 
(Saunders 1973: 259-261; 327). 

4.6 Education
 

No data dealing directly with girls' participation in school was 
found. Many Nigeriens of the central recions are hostile or 
indifferent to schooling, which impedes the ex:tension even of basic
 
literacy programs. Fewer girls attend school than boys. Zinder 
province had a total school-atrending popt'ation of 28,000 in 1977,
 
about 13 percent of potential students (Republique du Niger 1977:
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166-168). If girls represented 5 percent of this number, there
 
were 1400 of them in school. If, on the other hand, they represent
 
about 3U percent of the school attendees as suggested by the
 
Association des Femlmes du Niger (n.d.), then they ma number some 
8,400. Reality probably lies between these two extremes for the 
central regioa. In Mirria in the earl' 1970s, girl-, represented 
less than 5 percent of a secondary school population of 246 pupils
 
(Saunders 1978: 109). In Zinder, there was an all-iir's 
school
 
with several hundred pupils in the late 1970s. ,ere
These girls -.

often the objecj of de-isive comments concerning t.air morality,

which stemmed perhaps from the tact -hat unchaperoned bachelor 
administrative >ersonnel frequent>]; dated them. This pervasive
attitude towards educated girls added to the pressures utorL girls 
for early :arria-e and discouraged female participation in higher 
education. 

1.7 Heatlth
 

W'omen are highly motivated to participate in health-related programs,
 
particularly because of the loss in productivity that care for
 
children ill with malaria, measles or spinal meningitis entails,
 
and because of the nutritional and physical stress the,.' suffer during
 
childbirth. Health and health" children permit them to pursue other
 
activities (Speece 1980: 5; Barr's et al. 1975: 8; 
Giles 1977).
 

Women traditionall.y gave birth at home, alone or attended only by
 
a traditional mid-wife w.ho intervened only after birth (Belloncle
 
1976: 52 ff). Today they frequentl'y attend local maternal child 
health clinics. Saunders (1978: 106) reported 218 prenatal visits 
to the irria (population 7000) clinic in 1973, and 250 visits to a 
well-baby clinic in a six month period. The maternity clinic in 
Zinder town ccmmonlv saw 200 women a day in 1977 (Dr. Jallier, 
personal communicaticn). Many women cannot attend clinics because 
they are too far away and the lack Lihe funds, knowledge or consent 
o their husbands to make the trip. 

4.3 Religion
 

Women's relicious activities in the central region have been ais­
cussed in detail else,,here (Monfougou-Nicoias 1972; Echard 1973).
Islam, as practiced in Hausa-speaking regions, leaves little public 
space for ,women's self-e:pression (Echard 1973: 55'"; Sahel Hebdo 
3/18/80: 13). .'omen pray alone, in small groups cr
or the margins
 
of male congregations. 
 They receive little -omal relizious instruc­
tion beyond the basic prayers. A e"women receiv'e religious 
tutoring at home (Saunders 1'7: 1l) .eertheless, t:.ose who 
can would like to make the pilrim-ma~e -o M'tecca, and women provide 
acout 80 percent or the clientele of tihe Islamic marabouts who 
provide them with charms and potions (Echard 1978: 555; Henderson & 
Arnould, n.d.) 
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7Fre-Islarnic animist cuics;est411 practiced in Tahoua and 'Xarad2.
 
provinces are in'ked to eold system ofatrili. clans and
 
thus are not woman-oriented. Opposed to chese male dominated
 
religious instructions 4is t-'e bori possession cult, an al'os:

exclusivelv feminine insistcucion very- w~eyfollo, ed (-l'ard 1978).Thro nhpossession by one or more o the large numerof: spiris 

richcer-emo/ia lr of. rapeutic.­
rhlein dealing with biological sterility, and provide an outlet 
for women s intellectual and spiritual creativitv. The soiri ts 
represent, mirror, and reincerorec the modern social orde'er. ?ar­

t.h .1: ife he-cult-can- playa .s.chot,..

* riciDa ion enables women co come terms with. the crisis into mhe 
sex--ender syS.tm and its rapid cransfo=aion (iault 1965: 113; 
Roberts 1976: 63). Through parcicipation, women are also able to 
express, albeit strictly within the cult, personali:y .rait. of 
hunger for power, exraversion, and aggression which men rou:inely
exercise in everyday life ("onfouga-Nicolas 1972: 338-339; 343ff).
TChe cult is called upon to cure a -variet, of states of mental 
distress which are mainly the product of gu!l and a variety of 
ailments. Though widely practiced, the cult is absent in Mirria,

perhaps due to the activities of the Tijjaniva Islamic brotherhood 
(Saunders 1978: 115).
 

4.9 Professions 

A few women have entered the professional world, primarily as 
teachers, nurses, pha;--macists, secretaries and switchboard opera­
-ors (See Table 7"). Other ,;omen have turned traditional occuoa­
tions into paying specialties. 

One traditional occupation which has been re-established is that 
of mid-wife (3el!oncle 1976: 52). Generall:, every village has a 
tradicional. mid-wife, a woman wno is posr-,enopausal, who someCes 
practices her occuoation as an neraedtar. c'bligation (ado), and 
who usually is recompensed with -food, kola, and other 
.omen's Animation has retrained scme 600 women to be medical
 
auxilaries in :he central r-e-gion (Barres, et a!. 1975: 
76).

Notions of pre-natal care, sanitary delivery pracrices and worch­while nutritional suppl.._ts to reed .=aria- children ..ave .neen 
taught (3elloncle 1976: 63-72). This pro'ram has been success-u±, 
pa_:ly because men and women see in i: t.e -rement ofof 
traditional procreative roles or wo=en. 

Another traditional occuoation undergcing e:.o:ansion in recent 
-ears is tha of courzesanshio (karuwanci). ausa ccu::esanshi 
rase=bles ".he Japanese inst:it.ution of zeisha ra:-her :han .estern 
style prostitution. There were several dozen courtesans in Doz:.­
.doutzhi in :.he si::ties as n other-Zmiu= size t.wns, and :hete 
-Zere some 100inZnerdrigte ruhtyears, piaiyFln
and Tu .ar (r __gau 19: l .... f Saunders 253).2,3 


I, .t, . "m,'".'*'-- ' . . .., :,l r, ':/:-.;. : ti , :,.h i . . , ' 



~~~<Table -77 O-Ccupati ons. of 11irr' a Wdomen: Some .7ria ~ml-

AiTrdtoal Sector 

L.abor: 
Dlka: =o'.2ding grai n for paysussu.ka:. t.reshi'g granfrp. 

~ 

V.':! 

.. 

, ~SalIe 

; 

of 7 oodstIsorprdFd:i
t ova: fryinz&and seI!;,n; various sorts of dou.hnUts such as r a. 
hura< 

5 (millet cakes) an' rankascu (wheat cakes) -ith 
.. ... ,renad.n and ..ura (dooked -4 1'et flour mxedwith 

sour, m-ilk and wa-.er), a coz- non mid-day meal
tuwo: prearing and se-ling tuwo, the standard eveninG meal, of 

various t.s of cooked grai flours serv d as a stiff
porridge with a sauce of vegetables, spices, and meat if 
a2..abIe__sa~ lle carcni I 

maka: maingand selling. some-make ra.acaronir flour and ,ater, :
Sprocessedthrough a small hand-operated press, and dried in 
the sun 

Mai .-_ i s: producing peanut oil by hand as a home industry and
selingtheoil(n.ai gujiya) adits by-product 

save-save: . li (fried peanut meal. balls) 
save-save: petty retaiLin from one's dorway of the typical fe..i.'ne 

stock of spices, sauce ingredients (tomatoes, onions, 
dried leaves, red pepper, etc.), fruits, and kola nuts . 

Other Taditional ocupations of omen: 

i 

5 

. 

:' .. 

co..erc...t: large-scale retail sales of a stock also suitable for 
Men, sold at weekLy markets 

zine tukwane: makin, and selling at zarket various types of pottery:
txa.ne, cooking nots; garroletti, a ty.pce of water pot

karci: corresanshlp (practiced by formerly married women) 
kso: braidin" wcmens hair into -thevarious elaborate'braided 

hazir syes t7nicalof IJlrria Hausa fashion (kitso, hairdo)mi £ida :" ian~ord of rental housing, restricted to a ve:- few' 
well-to-do women; also practiced by men 

talle: h.=king, the most commzon occupation of young girls, also 
practiced by some older wcmen; typica2ly involves hawking
of kola, cizgaret es, etc. from a head tray in puboic places 

Modern Sector' 

instituteur-: teacher 
infir-.ere: nurserz 
secrecaire: secretar, 

(pi~yschool level). Also practiced by.men'. 
n 

.? 

.Msostoz . i 

wo77e P i e occ:!.atithsnac s:in oia"-v .. oYrria. 

S~orre:Saunders 1978: 125 

.,p;,. 
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Women are attracted to courtesanship because it allows more
 
persona. independence from familial obligations and sexual freedom
 
than any other role in contemporary society. Such women were
 
active in the now defunct political party, participated in the
 
Women's Animation programs and are active in the bori cult
 
(Republique du Niger 1974: 6; Piault 1975: 104).
 

Many women become karuwai after an unsuccessful first marriage,
 
and may eventually re-marry (Piault 1965: 104; Saunders 1978: 255).
 
Some courtesans live together under the tutelage of a madam, who
 
may be a higihly regarded member of the community; others operate
 
independently. Personal insecurity and public disgrace are the
 
inevitable costs of this lifestyle (Plault 1965: 108).
 

Vhile women are certainly not without some professional options,
 
Saunders feels that economic opportunities for them have declined,
 
at least in Zinder province. She cites three causes of this decline:
 

- few women own land or other real estate; 

- women have no institutionalized access to labor, aad suffer
 
from a shortage of labor inputs; and
 

- cultural values shared by both sexes and expressed in 
a
 
variety of social sanctions limit women's aspirations
 

(Saunders 1978, 124-129).
 

5.0 Conclusions
 

Sex-gender roles and the sexual division of 
labor in the Niger Republic
 
are undergoing rapid and deep-seated changes as part of the development
 
process. The effects for women have been contradictory. Many women
 
have benefitted from the expansion of commercial opportunities. They
 
are frequently able to accumulate mor2 disposable assets than their hus­
bands. However, the,; lack investment opportunities and management
 
capabilities.
 

The range and intensity of women's produccive activities have also
 
increasea. In rural areas, some women are beginning to demand monetary
 
compensation for many domestic tasks formerly compensated indirectly
 
through the husband's contribution to the household. They have also
 
intensified cultivation, traditional crafts activities and invested 
in
 
livestock with more commercial aims in view than was traditionally the 
case. In the cities, .,omen engage in numerous "service" occupations 
such as food preparntion and courtesanship. Amonz a small segment or 
the populaticn, women's work outside thne hnome has become acceptable. 
Many women are becoming secretaries, clerical workers, teachers, maternity 
clinic and hospital workers, civil servants and military personnel. A 
Few women have entered the industrial work force. 



Bcueo fr ad2.C :oa '' on -o.o f inrah us eh d>oprco women. 
lan increasing ar o their, ownand e " 

child e, ss.ubsistenicr needs romat acites Duese to s cag"na t n aio
in the; pi mar sectoro n'e-economV en ar e.les able f o erl js than r 
to aul4lnheir role as breiadw ner These tasksnave been' added to 

zeir al: ea .on enf7d sudomes'" -work rny;,i n s o= .erous ~ - - a .
 
loa. c 
 o toicr easg solarir between t- e genders and marial 
-isstab14 (Diarra 1971; Saunders 1978).
 

omen s ability to contribute to the growt of the Nigerien economy is 
hampered by a number or aciors seen in various contexts. In the rural 

.. women to s., I-de n c e . ...sect, . aonot 'have access to new agri-ulteaural technoloy. srcesor credit scarceven ormen, are almost nxistent for womean.l 1he
tendency -or men to mnonopolize land and 11iA.4tock aggravaces women F5pr.bleues. However, woen are 
ar less lkel- than men to be placed in
 
untenable debt situations vi.s-a-vis the gover.en-s.ons ored cooperatives. 

,;.. aion uni wouen'soarciyi~atiyn in n -onal eluoaen ofonequal

a.u.tY is health-related. Women surf-er 
From many ailments connected 


witf req ue pregna ncy , cildbir h and steii ty,<in addition tomalntriion malria
mesles spnalmenigits ad paasies.Caring
 

devceto-)odccveacivtis.A.1chug sme120 om eathworkers 

medical facilities (Barres et al. 1976: '76; Republique du Niger 1977: 166).
 

oen's access to new careers, is.constrained b.,unequal participation in .
education. Unequal participatio n is due prim-arily to the high valueplaced on marriage and 'motherhood, suspicion of :.he moral character of 
'educatedwomen, lack of career opportni ies, 'Ld =ale perception of a 

' threact o their authority.raiedNierby educatedver800 women. es,=an?ost-or-4-arv* education ishav b en as vila ofth-.ar fre 
=ai4nlv' limited to 

*women of elite famili'es. 

Islam is ani4horcan: ractor in national unifecaion,-'and does not 
se ­
preu. to women's leoal rights (Saunders 19(9). However, :-a, soread
 
o: Islamic values, par:ic-uarl..:: e oractice of ! seecl'usion inni 
the 'ar:icia:lon a--,many urban woen'inc--- economy. S,
Sl-'4C.values,

along w;ich women's e:-clusion from d-e,:el'c:=en:, z" seem co' have'n ie"7a!-,iVe 

::csupon women's self-conception. 'As a 'esul: many women hnave :urned' 

cipation in ocher wc-a'eis cere..orial ac~'.'ities ( i s un-=, arme) as 
sources or eccnom-i. and emo!~.on1al ~ ~es (Diarra 1971; Mfcn-fou;ga 

Wc~en 'sco't~~o the Nigerie-'ec-no': 'and':.. "Societe -a Devae'o:)e­
ren: advocaced oy 3ne:'eside,..RepubLic canh-e e oro,-o:ed

I.nc-easec ucac'onal oD-'-or-un " o f ' 'kinds an -=callevels socc a
and expanded a'a : ec:er ac.,..def;esn' s 2.-acion run y' an:­
Zo&r~ o (3arzes cal. 195 Cor eze and Ea-e~ 37;' Rober- 19o .7 

-"(lso 01')
 

.. .
 

-


' 

. ,chronic
 

"M" 

http:ofth-.ar
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Glossary 

armen jid marriage between close kin including first cousin marriage 

armen kuble post-marital seclusion 

biki ceremony 

bori Hausa women's possession cult 

folevev Zarma vomen's possession cult 

gamana individually farmed plots 

gandu household fields 

gado inheritance including property and social obligations 

je k da kore ka "go with your bow" - type of Hausa marriage 

karuwai courtesan 

karuwanci courtesanship 

mestiza woman of mixed parentage 

sadaki birde wealth 

List of Acronvms 

BDRIN Building Banque du Developpement de la Republique du Niger 

INSEE Institut National de la Statistique et des Etudes Economiques 

SEDES Societe d'etudes pour le developpement economic et social 

SONIPRIM Printing company in Niamey 
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