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SOCIAL AND ECONCMIC DEVELOPMENT IN UPPER
VOLTA —- WOMAN'S PERSGPCTIVE

WOMEN THROUGHOUT AFRICA ARE CONFRONTING CHANGES OVER WHICH THEY

HAVE NO CONTROL AND WHICH FRTZQUENTLY HAVE DISTRESSING CONSEQUENCES FOR
THEMe THEY ARE CAUGHT BETWEEN THE DEMANDS OF A MODERN|ZING ENVIRONMENT
AND THEIR TRADITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIESs THEY FIND THEIR NEW ECONCMIC

AND SOCIAL ROLES POORLY DEFINEDe Utl THE ONE HAND CONCERNED WCMEN ARE
OFTEN CRITICAL OF CURRENT POLICIES WHICH IGNORE THEIR NEEDS, ON THE
OTHER THEY ARE OFTEN CRITICAL OF THEMSELVES FOR NOT CLEARLY DEFINING

AND STATING THEIR NEEDS AND THE POLICIES AND PROGRAMS THAT WwOULD CREIATE
THE BEST ENVIRONMENT FOR THEIR ADVAMNCEMENT.

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD THE TOPIC OF WOMEN'S STATUS AND ROLES HAS
BEEN THE SUBJECT OF INNUMERAEGL ® SEMINAPS, ARTICLES, STUDIES, AND
PROGRAMSe |T 1S A SUBJECT ON wilIClH NUMEROUS THEORIES COMPETE, SE/FCHING
FOR A NEW PHILOSOPHY WHICH WOULD RECOGN!ZE WOMEN AS RATIONAL AND
RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUALSe IN /\FRIGCA THIS TOPIC HAS IMPASSIONED WOMEN
FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE THAN THAT FOUND IN THE WeEST. INSTEAD OF
SEARCHING FOR NEW FREEDOM FROM FAMILY DEMANDS, AFRICAN WOMEN ARE
STRUGGLING TO RETAIN THEIR FORMER [NDEPENDENCE AND STATUS WITHIN THE
FAMILY STRUCTURE, AND TO CONTINUE THEIR IMPORTANT ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
ROLES WITHIN THE FAMILY AND THE COMMUNITYe

THis INDEPENDENCE HAS LREADY BEEN WEAKENED BY WESTERN [DEAS WHICH
DEFINE THE WOMAN'S ROLE AS LIMITED TO THE CARE OF FAMILY MEMBERS AND THEZ
HOUSEHOLD, AND BY MODERNITZATION, UHICH |S BRINGING ADVANTAGES TO MEN SUT
NOT TO WOMEN-. HOWEVER, THE DROUGHT H,.D A SUDDEN AND IMMED!ATE {MPACT ON
THE ROLES OF WOMEN 1IN SAHALIAN COUNTRIES. FIRST, THE VASTLY INCREASED
PRESSURES ON THE LAND THREATEMED WOMEN'S ACCESS TO LAND IN AREAS WHERE
SHE TRADITIOMNALLY HAD HER OWN FJELDSe ?ECOND, THE DROUGHT W4S FOLLOWED
BY A PROLIFERATION OF PROGRAMS FRECOUENTLY MODELD ON WESTERN IDEAS,y WHICH

A1DED MEN BUT NOT WOMEN IN FARMINGy MANUFACTURING AND COMMERCE-.
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Women aRrE SEEING, HOWEVF T, Tu.T LOGAL GOVERNMENT 5, NON=
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, NC DIVERSE ASSOCIATIONS ARE BEGINNING
TO MOBILIZE A PART OF THEIR RESCURCES FoR "WOMEN'S PROGRAMS". THE sE
PROGRAMS ARE FREQUENTLY CARRISD OUT oON AN AD HOC BASIS WiTHOUT /NY
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN USING A COmicit "PFROACH. CONCERNED WOMEN KNOW TH, T
PROGRESS DEMANDS THEIR PARTICIPATI G 5§ BOTH CITIZENS AND ECONGMIC
AGENTS IN THE CONCEPTION AND EXECUT]OM OF PLANS WHICH INFLUENCE Twz
ECONCMIC AND SOCI AL LIFE OF THT COUMNTRYS. WOMEN I'N MANY COUNTRIES ra?f
ALSO SEEING THAT THIS IS 4 PCRIOD oF POLITICAL RC~ORGANIZATION, AND
RE=THINKING OF NATIONAL POLICIESs T gy NOW HAVE A CHANCE TO SPEAK uUp
FOR CHANGES THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEre

EoucaTeo anD concERNED VOLT IC WOMEN ARE REACTING ToO FHESE
VARIOUS ECONOMIC AND S0C AL PRESSURCS, AND TO NEW POLITICA. OPPORTUN -
TIES, BY STUDYING THEIR FUTURE AMD FIND|NS WAYS TC VERBALIZE THEIR
CONCERNS AND 10EASe Dver 100 yomen VERE INVOLVED IN INTERVIEWS, cTuDlc
AND SFMINARS CARRIED OUT BY SAFD AHTHROPOLOGIST MARILYN HOoSKINS /ND
SocioLocisT JostrHine Guissou Aub FinrnceEd oy AID (REDSC/WA | Agipy-n).
THEVR IDEAS ON THE CHANGING ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL SITUATION oF VoLTegc
WOMEN AND THEIR PROPOSALS FOR FUTURE P ROGRAMS ARE SYNTHESIZED IN T- ¢
PAPERS

ASTRACT

e

The WOMEN STRESSED CERTAIN DASEC IDEAS OVER AND OVER, AND n, 570
THEIR PROGRAM PROPOSALS UPOM THE!NS THESE ARE DESCRIBED 3R'EFLY HENZ
AND SUPPORTED Wl TH DETAILS, EXAHPLCS, AdD SPECIFIC PROGRAMS I[N THZ
FOLLOWING TEXT.

I'n THE SoOCtaL SECTOR, THESE VOHEN DISCUSSED EDUCATION, Law,

MEDICINE, AND SCCIAL SERVICES. - cp OF THESE SERVICCS WAS ONCFE 75T of
AN INTEGRATED COMMUNITY SYSTEM, CUT CACH IS NOW OVERLAID By WESTERI | ~ro,
INSTITUTIONS WHICH ARE NOT SUPPORT OLE BY COMMUNITY MEANS AND LRE

INADAPTED TO REAL NEEDS . EVEf‘I TIOUGH FINANCED BY THE TAX REVENUES nF
AL L CITIZENS, THEY ARE LIMITED TO SERVING A SMaALL NUMBER OF ELITE.

BECAUSE THESE INSTITUTIONS ARD 1OT WIDESPREAD, THE TRADITIONAL COMMURNTITY



STRUCTURES ARE STILL FUNGCTIONING TO SOME EXTENT AND ARE AVAILABLE TO
DRAW UPON IN DEVISING VOLTAIC SOLUTIONS TO THE CHENGING VOLTAIC NEEDSS
THUS INSTEAD OF ASKING HOW TO MAKE THESE SO~CA'’.LED MODERN INCSTITUTIONS
MORE AVAILABLE TO WOMEN, THE YWOMEN ASKED WHAT NEW APPROACHES COULD 0E
DESIGNED TO FIT THE CHANGING LIFE STYLE IN UpPER VOLTA, UTILIZING THE
STRENGTHS OF THE VOLTAIC TRADITISHS AND DRAWING FROM THE ADVANTAGES
OFFERED BY DEVELOPMENT TECHNOLOGIESe “S THEY TALKED, THEY CONTINUALLY
STRESSED THAT THESF NEW iNSTITUTIGHS SHOULD BE SUPPORTABLE BY THE
COMMUNITY, ACAPTED TO THE REAL "EEDS, AMD SHOULD SERVE THE ENTI!RE
POPULUSs THE WOMEN IDENT{FIED CE T.IN NEW PROBLEMS WHICH NEITHER THE
TRADITIONAL NOR THE MODERN SYSTEMS .DDRESSED AND RECOMMENDED A NUMBER
OF PROGRAMS TO MEET THESE PROGLECMSe OWEVER, THEIR MAIN SUGGESTIONS IN
THE SOCIAL SECTOR WERE FOR COMI'UN|TY~CASED AND=-SUPPORTED PROGRAMS WITH
COMMUNITY MEMBERB BEING GIVEN 2.51C THAINING AND THE MEANS FOR SOLVING
MANY OF THE EDUCATION, HEALTH, LCG/L AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS WITHIN THE
THE COMMUNITY» THEY WANTED ALL PROGRAMS TO BUILD INDEPENDENCE, NOT

DEPENDENCE »

THe VOLTAIC WOMAN HAS ALUAYS CCHTRIBUTED TO THE FAMILY'S FOOD
PRODUCT!ION WHICH 1S UNDER THE CONTROL OF THF HEAD OF THE FAMILY,. Sug
ALSO HAD A PERSONAL INCOME UNDER HER OWN CONTROL, WHICH SHE USED TO
PROVIDE FOR A CERTAIN CLEARLY--PIESCH]DED RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE FAMILY
AS WELL AS HER PERSONAL NEEDSe |7 1S THIS ROLE OF PROVIDER 0OF SPLC!FIC
INDISPENSABLE ITEMS FOR THF FAMILY 4D FOR HERSELF, AND % CERTAIN SELT—
SUFFICIENCY WHICH THE WOMEMN FEEL 1S THREATENEOs VOLTAIC DEVELOPMENT
EFFORTS TEND TO WITHHOLD FROM THE UOMAN AGRICULTURAL TRAINING, TOOLS,
AND PRODUCTS NECESSARY FOR iONER. ~CKICULTURAL PROPUOTION, ¢S WELL A3
TRANSPORTATION, MOBILITY, EOUC.TIG!, AND RESOURCES FOR ENTRY INTO MO[ LR
COMMERCE OR INDUSTRY. SHE THUS .7CGMES ECONOMICALLY CRIPPLED [N THE
MODERN WORLDs THE WOMEN IN THIS STUDY wANT PLANNERS, VOLTAIC AND FR&E|RY
ALIKE, AND ALL VorLTatcs (BSPECIALLY =USGCANUS) TO REALIZE THAT ACTIVE
AND RESPONSIBLE PARTICIPATIGH [!' THZ ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE FAMILY &ND THE
COUNTRY |S NEITHER NEW NOR THRE.TEZiINGe |T 1S, INDEED, NEGESSARY (F THE
WOMAN 1S TO CONTINUE HER ROLE ~AS M CSGEMTIAL PART OF AN HARMONIGCUS
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND POLITIC.L UI'IT INSTEAD OF FOLLOWING THE ESSCNTIALLY
FOREIGN PATTERN OF BEING LIHITEDG TG THE ROLE OF WIFE~SERVANT IN THE
SERVICE OF THE FAMILY.
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HEALTH

TRAD!TIONALLY A GREAT NUNDCR OF HE ALTH=RELATED DECISIONS ARE
MADE WITHIN THE HOME AND COMMUNITYes ‘'OMEN HAVE ALWAYS BEEN INVOLVED
IN NUTRITION, FIRST AlDy HYGIEHE, AND OTHER HEALTH ACTIVITIESS
MOOERNIZATION NOT ONLY DRINGS IiANY MNEW HEALTH PROBLEMS, BUT IT OFTEN
HAS THE EFFECT OF TAKING THE POVER OF DECIS!ON AWAY FROM THE INDIVIDUAL

AND OUT OF THE COMMUNI{TY.

WOMEN WwHO wORK IN THE FIELD OF HEALTH COMPLAIN ABOUT THE
IOGNORANCE AND THE LACK OF [NFORMAT!ION WOMEN HAVE ABOUT MODERN HEALTH
MATTERS. |F A WOMAN GIVES ONE PJLL TC HER CHILD AND THE CHILD GETS
BETTER, SHE MAY THEN GIVE T THRECE TO UE SURE IT 1S CUPED Wi THOLY
REALIZING THE STRENGTH OF THE DRUG AMD THE POTENT! AL DAMGERS SHE MAY
ALSO BE UNABLE TO DESCRIBE HER SVHMPTOMS OR BE UNAWARE OF WHICH S¥MPYTOMS
ARE CONSIDERED SERIOUS TO A MODERM DOCTORe WITH THE NEW STYLE OF LAVING
SHE NEEDS NEW [INFORMATION ON TOPICS QE’SEX EDUCATION, POSSIBLE DAMAGE
WHICH CAM ACCOMPANY AN EXC!SION, AND FIRST AID TECHNIQUES FOR TREATING
HERSELF AND THOSE AROUND HER»

NEew THINGS ARE HAPPENING |} MHER WORLD ABOUT WHICH SHE !S NOT
INFORMED» CONSTRUCTION OF DAMS DRINGING A PERMANENT WATER SUPPLY MAY
ALSO BRING NEW DISEASES. |NTRODUCTION OF CASH CROPS MrY BRING NOT ONLY
MONEY BUT ALSO FOOD SHORTAGES O HEGATIVE DIETARY CHANGES. URBANIZATION
OFTEN 3RINGS INCREASED SANITATION AND EPIDEMIC PROBLEMS WHICH FEQUIRE
URBAN PLANNING. IT ALSO INCREASES THE INCIDENCE OF VENERIAL DISEASCE
WHICH POINTS UP THE NEED FOR SEXY EDUCATIONS CHANGING DIET AND THE USE
OF MODERN DENTIFRICE INSTEAD OF THADITIONAL TOOTH HYGIENE HAS GREATLY
INCREASED THE INCIDENCE OF ODE!ITAL PHOBLEMS s THE INTRODUCTION OF THE
BABY BOTTLE HAS BROUGHT WITH IT JI'FECTIONS AND CERTAIN TYPES OF MaL~-

NURI SHMENT IN BABIJIES.

Al
ACCORDING TO THE WCMEDR INTERVIEWED, HEALTH PLANNING TAKES VIGIL.NC

AND CONCERN, I'T ALSO TEQUIRES CAREFUL RATINGS OF PRIORITIFS TO BE SURE
THAT PEOPLE HAVE AS MUCH CONTROL OVER THEIR OWN HEWRLTH AS POSSIBLE, AND

THAT ALL PEOPLE SHARE IN THE JENEFITS OF IMPROVED HEALTH CARE.

THE WOMEN SPOKE OF FOUR ASPECTS OF MODERN MEDICAL C2RE: 1) HELLTH
CAR, PERSONNEL, FACILITIES AND PROGXAMS; 2) MEDICINES AND DRUGS; =)

NUTRITION; AND %) PREVENTIVE HEALTH CARES
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1) PERSONNEL, FACILITIES AilD_PROGRAMS ¢ InN UppeEr VoLTA THERE 4::

CURRENTLY 40 VoLTalc bpocTORS, 05T OF wHOM LIVE (N URBAN CENTERS, AND
SOME OF WHOM ARE ADMINISTRATORS OF PROGRAMS AND NOT PRACTITIONCRS
Tuere are 150,000 peopLe peER DOCTOR ANDy OF COURSE, IN RUSAL AREAS
THE RATIO 1S MUCH WIGHER. THE YoRLD 'ieALTH ORGANI1ZAT|ON RECOMMENDS A
MINIMUM OF T pocTOorR For EacH 10,000 peopre. Tuys PROPORTION wOULD
REQUIRE 550 pocTors sPREAD THRouGHouT Upper VoLTA aND MORE THaAN 14 nEw
DOCTORS PER YEAR JUST TO ACCOUNT FOR THE POPULATION GROWTH. THERE aRE
FIVE HOSPITALS IN THE COUNTRY, OR ONE HOSPITAL FOR EACH 1.40 miLL|cN
PEOPLE+ OFTEN THESE HOSPITALS DO MGT HAVE THE PERSONNEL, EQUIPMENT,
AND MEDICINES NEEDED TO OPERATE EVEN AT MINIMUM LEVELS. CLEARLY THERE
ts NO way Upper VoLTaA CAN, 11 THE nEsn FUTURE, OFFER THIS TYPE OF

FACILITY TO THE MAJORITY OF ITS CITIZENS.

TRAINEO PERSONNEL FREQUENTLY ;.. LOATH TG WORK |N RURAL CONDITIONS.
Tuis, HOWEVER, MAY IMPROVE AS MORE TRAINING IS GIVEN IN UpPER VoLTA
UNDER VoLTalcC CONDITIONS, INSTEAD OF IN FRANCE WHERE TECHNIQUES ARE
FREQUENTLY ILL-ADAPTED TO CONDITIONS IN AFRICA- SEVERAL WOMEN N
MEDICAL EDUCATI]ON STRESSED HOW IMPORTANT LOCAL TRAINING IS AND HOw
MUCH REAL EXPERIENCE STUDENTS RECEIJVE (N RURAL AREAS WHERE TH.RE ARE
A VARIETY OF CASES EACH OAY AND STUDRENTS MUST FREQUENTLY EYERCISE A
GREAT DEAL OF RESPONSIBILITY Ai'D INITIATIVE. |T 15 EXPENSIVE AND T)ME-
CONSUMING TO TRAIN DOCTORS, AND CLERLY THERE ARE HEALTH DECIS}ONS
THAT CAN BE MADE BY PEOPLE WHO HAVE PTARA-MEDICAL TRAININGS

THE WOMEN POINTED TO MEDI|GAL PROGRAMS IN TaNZANIA aND 1IN NigeR
WHERE HEALTH DELIVERY SYSTEMS START AT THE VILLAGE LEVEL- From THE
PROGRAM IN NIGER, WOMEN MENTIGHED COHMUNITIES THAT ELECT LOCAL
REPRESENTATIVES TO WORK ON A VOLUITEER BASIS AS HEALERS AND MID=WIVLG
THEY ARE GIVEN SHORT TERM TRAININC /ND MINIMUM SUPPLIES OF MEDICINE
AND EQUIPMENT TO BE ABLE TC DETECT CELYAIN COMMON DISEASES, TREAT MitLoOP
AILMENTS AND WOUNDS, AND REFER MORE SERIOUS AILMENTS OR COMPLICATED
BIRTHS T0 A CLINIC. IN THE TAlzZANTA PHOGRAM WOMEN MENTIONED THE yS§€
OF FLOW CHARTS GREATLY CUTTING THE TIME NEEOED FOR PARA=MEDICS TO
OFAGNOSE AILMENTS, AND THE USE 9F PARA-MEDICS TO PERFORM MANY SESVICES
USUALLY DONE BY DOCTORS INCLULING CERTAIN TYPES OF ROUTINE SURGERYs ITHE
WOMEN ALSO MENTIONED THAT In Upren VYoLTa muck of THE TIME OF DOCTORS Al'D
TRAINED HEALTH PERSONNEL IS SPENT |n ACMINISTRATIVE TASKS WHICH LOGCAL
WOMEN COULD BE TRAINED TO DO
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SOCIAL SERVICES

TWO ACTIVITIES ARE GENERALLY INCLUDED IN THE TERM "30C) AL
SERVICES": 1) A10 FoOR ECONOMICALLY, SOCIALLY, OR PHYSICALLY DISADVANT A=
GED; AND 2) AID FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENTe TRADITIONALLY THERE WAS NO
SPECIAL ORGANIZATION OR PROGRAM FOR SUCH SERVICES AS THEY WERE BUILST
INTO THE COMMUNITY STRUCTURE: T4t CUSTOMARY FAMILY OR COMMUNITY MUTUAL
AID AND RECIPROCITY BENEFITTER T OS50 TEMPORARILY OR PERMANENTLY
DISADVANTAGED. TRADITIONALLY SAMCTIONED POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS
AUTHORITIES ORGANIZED COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN FESTIVALS, MARKZSY
BUILDING, OR OTHER GOMMUNITY PROJECTSS

ALTHOUGH VILLAGE ORGANIZATION STILL EXISTS AND RURAL AND URBAN
MUTUAL A1D GROUPS STILL FUNCTEOHM, THESE STRUCTURES ARE NOT AS EFFECTIVE
AS THEY ONCE WERE. FIRST, URDANIZATION, MODERNI ZATION, CASH CRORPPING
AND MOBILITY HAVE ALL DIMINISHED THE INFLUENCE ANMO CONTRGL OF THE
EXTENDED FAMILY AND THE COMIUNITYy LEAVING THE DISADVANTAGED WITHOUT
THEIR TRADITIONAL SUPPORT. SECOND, "ODERN FARMING AND MARKETEING METHODS
HAVE DIMINI SHED THE EFFECTIVENESS OF TRADITIONAL LEADERSHIP WHICH CANNOT
PROVIDE THE NEW TYPES OF EQUCATION, EQUIPMENT, RESOURCESy AND [NFRA=-

STRUCTURE REQUIRED BY AN ACTIVE [IODERN COMMUNITY.

THE VOLTAIC GOVERNMENT HAS FSTADLISHED A NUMBER OF AGENCIES TC
DEAL WITH ASPECTS OF THIS NEVW SITUATION. Twod OF THESE ARE (DENTIF} )
AS SOCIAL SERVICE: THE DIVISICl OF 50C1AL AFFALRS IN THE MINIST Y CF
HEALTH, AND THE DIVISION OF RURAL LONMESTIC ECONOMY IN THE MINISTRY O
RURAL DEVELOPMENTS.

THE DESCRIPTION OF THESE PROCRAMS SHOW VAGUE, ALL-—ENCOMPASSING
GOALS WITH NO CLEAR DIVISION OF REZCPONSIBILITY BETWEEN THESE AND OTKER
SERVICES BOTH HAVE RESPONSIEILITY FOR TRAINING EXTENSION WORKERS,
EDUCATING WOMEN IN ECONOMICS, MUTRITION, SANITATION AND HOMEMAKING SK[ILLS,

AND IN DOING RESEARCH AND COMMUMNITY DEVELOPMENT.

THE DIVISION OF soctaL AFFAIRS 1S, HOWEVER, DESCRIBED IN EVEN
BROADER TERMS. T 1S ALSO TO WORK 1M URBAN AREAS, WITH SOCIAL LEGISLATICN,
WITH ALL NATIONAL PROGRAMS WHICH DEAL WITH IMPROVEMENT In "soc 1AL
conolrrong" "QUALITY oF LIFE,M or "INCREASED LIFE EXPECTANCYS IT (s 7o
HELP PROTECT THE FAMILY, THE WONAN, ThC CHILD, THE AGED, AND THE

HANDICAPED. WiTH SUCH AN [MPRESSIVE MANDATE ONE WOULD EXPECT IT TO HAVE
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SOMETIMES HAVE TROUBLE GETTING PLCRI]JSSICN FROM THEIR HUSZANDS TO
PARTICIPATE IN THESE PROJECTS 08 TIME AWAY FROM FAMILY OBLIGATIONS

TO TAKE ON THESE ACTIVITIESB.

Sociat services IN UppeER VOLTA NEED TO BE EVALUATED (N LIGHT
OF THE REAL NEEDS OF 1HE DISADVAUTAGED AND THE CCMMUNITY. WOMEN FELT
THEY SHOULD INDENTIFY THEIR PLACE WITHIN SUCH A SERVICE AND EXAMINE
WHICH, IF ANY, OF THEIR MEEDS MUGT OC HANCLED SEPARATELY FROM OTHER

COMMUNITY SERVICESe.

THE ONLY RECOMMENDATION THE WOMEN MADE THAT CONCERNES SOCiAL
SERVICES WAS THAT THE ENTIiRC S3TRUCTURE SHOULD E . RE—-EXAMINED AND RE-
ORGANIZED, THAT 1T SHOULD LE CIVIn LHEALISTIC GDALS (N HELPING THE
DI SADVANTAGED AND COORDINATING PHOGL/MS IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, AND

IT SHOULD BE GIVEN THE SUPPORT MEZCLCSSARY TO REACH THESE GOALS-»

ECONOMIC SECTOR

TrRaDITIONAL SYsTemM

THE TRADITIONAL ECONOMIC CYSTE,. WAS BASED ON FAMILY AND COMMUNITYe
THERE WERE CAREFULLY PRESCRIDED NECIPOCAL WORKING ARRANGEMENTS AND
MUTUAL AID PATTERNS YHROUGH WHJGCH THE COMMUNITY ASSURED PROTECTION TO
THE INUIVIOUAL UNIT, ESPECIALLY THU DI SADVANTAGEDS GrrLs LE~®NED ALL
NEEDED SKILLS FROM THEIR FAMILICS A5 D10 THE BOYSs MEN aND woMER
USUALLY DID SEPARATE THOUGH COMPLENMEKT /A RY TASKS, BUT WHEN THEY

PERFORMED THE SAME WORK THEIR LACO. WAS CONSIDERED OF EQUAL WORTHS

IN MOST VOLTAIC ETHNIC GROUPS UOMEN PLAYED A VALUED, DISTINCT,
AND INDISPENSABLE PART IN GAINING THE ESSENTIiALS OF LIFEs FOR INSTANCE,
IT IS COMMON FOR MOST ABLE DCDIED F,.MILY MEMEERS TO WORK IN THE FAMILY
FIELD» FROM THIS FIELD THE HCAD OF TMEC HOUSEHOLD SUPPLIES THE FaMILY
GRAIN AND ANY SURPLUS HE SELLS FOR K|S OWN NEEDSs JTHE WOMEN ALSO hAVE
A PERSONAL FIELD IN WHICH gHE GROWS VEGETADLES AND HERBS FOR THE SAUCES

THAT ACCOMPANY EACH MEAL AND SOIETIMES PEANUTS AND COTTON TO PROCESS
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2) A commission to diucuss the preblem o womcats owel aa 1w
ence in the fdture govermment. Ph:y o scussed the rossibilliy of
recommending the estibrichuent of it ver of wonon's afloive 1.
rejected it in faver of cuggesti o o fercdaent wemnom's covi 1l
The commission “s to study how should e organized and how it
could function effectively.

AN
S’

They resolved to take »ecomsiond.tions Tiv.N al "¢ two seminars
and synthesize thern iato oae rouran sugi2coing .peciTie projects
SAED has agreed to =clp ther reyroducs tiacse do>r.ents and offi-
cers of the Feduration will pri: ot them o wrious officials of
the voltaic governme ..t 2.l %o .ov goveraental wad lonor crgani-
zations concerned with tance Lopes o rojests.

PHASE V- PUBLISETUG v PRisi, .0 ..V

It was originaly ol w00 ublish o om . 1L 1o oy, il
recog:ition to wie wonen 1. The ooty ond vovefu U rainiag oup

port for thneir ideas. Dus . 50 s ron; desires stated by wonos

N
both for personnzl anonimity, id for puviic.ty for itheir ildeas,
the form of publication was wlteceay an craer to O swseminate ©m
material to as wide an acdicacze ¢ pssiu.e the fohlowing articic. .
broadcasts, films and docuamer:s diStr tolions 2re weonf srepirel
1) Articles in Dpvqlqg;bmvnt Joliaique on
a) woiwen's provlems in uae 1ol et
b) the results ~f Tie irtorviews
c) the results of rosezrct vi .omen .o the ¢.waeociol o T
Cloesn seotors (UBPY

d) the report o tre firey se..nd.

e) background papers cn excl of LLe four S0CIdL wsecis (TSP)

) the revort of the cecosnd oc.anw TRP)

2) A movie made Ly the Ministry oi faf.rmasion et the frias seui
nar wnich will be used in e rvral uwovie circuit, ar~ wiich
the Federation hopes tc use 1o stimulating liscucsions

%)} Four radio-news JTOETAMS Crocussiag tne two seminire o ihe
recommendations made theres

4) An article in tne governmc it aews Latietin
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