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The World Vertility Survey is an international research programme whose pur-
pose is to assess the current state of human fertility throughout the world.
This is being done principally through promoting and supporting nationally
representative, internationally comparcole, and scientifically designed and con-
ducted saiaple surveys of fectility behaviour in as many coantries as possible.

The WIS is being undertaken, with the eollaboration of the United Nations,
by the Intesnationae! Statistical Institute in cooperation with the International
Union for the Scivntific Study of Population. Financial support is provided
principally by the United Natiovs Fund for Population Activities and the
United States Acency for International Development.

This sumumary is one of a series containing the salient findings of the Country
Renorts Noo 1 of the countries participating in the WES programme. A copy
of the report itself:s Malaysiar: Fertility and Family Swrvey - First Report, is
aviilable for reference at atl WES depositary libraries, or may be purchased
at M8 10 from the Depaizment of Statistics, Jalan Young, Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia.

For information on other Country Reports, WES publications, or a list of
depositary libraries, write to the Information Office, International Statistical
Institute, 428 Prinses Beatrixlaan, Voorburg, Netherlunds.
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THE MALAYSIA FERTILITY AND FAMILY SURVEY :

A SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. THE SETTING

Malaysia is a federation consisting of 13 states, 11 of which are in
Peninsular Malaysia anc the other two in Sarqwak and Sabah. Peninsular
Malaysia is the largest of the three areas with a population of 8.81
million in 1970, and an area of 50,700 square miles. Sarawak hqs H
population of nearly one million and an area of 48,250 square miles,
and Sabah has ¢ population of 0.65 million and an area of 29,38@ square
miles. Halaysia has a tropical climate with heavy rainfall dur1ng the
south-Hest and Hortn-East monsoons. A large part of the country is
coverced with thick tropical forests and SHANDS .

The etimic composition of Peninsular Molaysia is 53 per cent Malay,

35 per cent Chinese and 11 per cent Indian. Ethnicity, religion and
oceupation are closelr linked. The Halays are Mustims, they live in
rural areas, and work mainly in agriculture. The Chinese are generally
Buddhis®s, they live in urban arce S, and are engaged in the rubber and
Lin industrics as well as in trade and commerce. The Indians are
mstly kindus and work on rubber plantations and in the urban areas.

e ponulation of Malaysia is young, with nearly 56 per cent of the
Fopulation reported as being under the age of 20 and only four per cent
aged 05 years or more  in 1970, substantial increases in literacy
Tevels have been recorded in recent years and in 1970 nearly 61 per
centol tuese above the age of 10 were literate.

Agriculture s a dominant sector of the economy. bMore than half (55
per cent) of the total population is engaced in agricultural
activities.  The average per capita income wis sstimated to be
UsButU.00 in 1275 - “he second highest in South and South-fast Asia.

In Peninsular Mala sia, which is known to have a very grod vital
registration sys.em, both the crude birth rate (CBR) and crude death
rate (CDR) have been ueclining in recent years. The CBR fell from 45.5
in 1956 to 33.3 in 1072 (a decline of about 27 per cent) while in the
same period the COF declined from 11 to 7. Life expectancy at birth
was estimaced in 1972 to be 63.4 for males and 68.0 for females. which
is comparable Lo Tevels observed in some of the developed nations.

The rate of natural increase still remains at the rather high Tevel of

2.6 per cent per annum in spite of the significant decline of the vital rates
during this period.
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to the section on Contracentive Enowledge and Use, cuestions cn

family planning services and fertility plarning were added to provide
more detailed information. Part of the Economic Module and the Abortion
Module were also incorporated into the questionnaire.

The questionnaire was translated into three local languages: Malay,
Chinese and Tamil. Data preparation and processing activities were
carried out by the Department of Statistics and the first Country
Report, consisting of 200 pages of text and 500 pages of tables and
appendices was published in April 1977.

3. FINDINGS

3.0 NUPTIALITY AND EXPOSURE TO CHILD-BEARING

AGE AT MARRIAGE

In countries 1ike Malaysia, where the incidence of pre-maritel sex is
not viynificant, the age at which married couples start living together
generally identifies the onset of exposure to the risk of preanancy;
therefore, age at marriage is an important variable affectine fertility.

Of the 0,214 women interviewed 31 per cert reported an age it marriage
of 15-17 years, 20 per cent as 18-19 and only 15 per cent married before
the age of 15, It should be noted that the estimate of proportion
marvied by given age is derived from a sample of ever-married women and
is thurefore subject to considerable bias duc to truncation; this is
particularly so in the case of the young age group. as there is
substantial evidence that age at marrfage is rising. Since most
marriages in Malaysia take place before the age of 25, part of the
cruncation effect can be adjusted by considering only those women who
are at least 25 years old and were married before the age of 25. The
following comments apply to these women.






MARITAL STABILITY

The earlicr a woman marries, the longer is her exposure to the risk of
pregnancy, particularly if her marriage does not dissolve due to widow-
hood, divorce or separation. In the event of such dissolution, the
sooner she wmarries the longer is her exposure period,

In Malaysia &1 per cent of first marriaqges remained undissolved at the
time of the survey; about two thirds of the dissolutions viere due to
divorce or separation. The proportion of first marriages remaining
incact decrcased steadily according to length of time since first
marriage.

Kemarriage is common: 12 per cent of all women have married more than
cneesabout 9 per cent twice; about 3 per cent three times; and one per
cent wore than three times. DLue to the high incidence of remarriage,
92 per cent of all ever-married women were in a marital union at the
Liie of the sucvey.

The average proportion of time spent in the married state by a group of
wotien (derived by dividing the total effective duration of marriage by
total years since first marriage) indicates that an average woman has
spent about 9 years in the marricd state for every 10 years since first
marriage.  This does not show any significant variation by current age,
age at first marriage, cthnicity, education of woman, husband's income
ur place of residence.

BRUAST-FLED TG

Apart from its importance in relation to infant's health, breast-
feeding is relevant to the discussion of exposure because it delays

the resuiption of ovulation after childbirth. In the MFFS, data on
breast-feeding were collected for women with at least two live births.
The analysis is restricted to 1,576 women whose Jast closed birth
interval exceeded 3% mont's and whose child (being hreast-fed) survived
for-at Jeast 24 months.  This censoring was done to minimize the effect
ot other factors such as child wortality, termination of breast-feeding
due Lo g new pregnancy, etc.

The vverall mean number ot months of breast-feeding is approximatelv seven;
i only thowe who breast-fed ave considered (one in five women dia not
breast-feed at oll) it 1s 9. There appears to be a strong tendency to
report the duration of breast-feeding as 6, 12, 19-20, 25-26 and 31-32
months.

The percentage of wonen not. breast-feeding remains about the same for

all ages, except tor the 45-49 age group where there is an incredse in
the number of women who report breast-feeding.  The proportion of women
not breast-feeding declines with an increase in parity, while the mean
number of months' breast-fed increases.  Fewer cducated women breast-feod
their children amd, when they do, they do so for shorter durations.
simitar differentials are observea for husband’s educational level.

Breast-feeding is considerably more common among Malays (93 per cent),
with much longer durations (5.4 months), followed by Indian women, 75
per cent of whom breast-fed for an average of 5.4 months; Chinese women
breast-fed the least (59 per cent) and for the shortest duration (4.4
months).



3.2 FERTILITY

In the MFFS a complete pregnancy history was obtained for every respon-
dent. Many measurcs of fertility may be derived from such histories

but one of the most useful and easy to compute is the number of children
ever born.

NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN

The mean number of children ever born to all married women in the sample
is 4.2, On average, currently married women aged 40 years and more
report 6.3 children (that is. two more children than reported by women
aged 30-34), indicating a probable decline in fertility. As there are
no significant differences between currently married and ever-married
women in the mean nunber of children ever born, all further discussion
is based on the total sample of ever-married females.

TABLE 2

MEAN NUMBER GF CHILDREN EVLR BORN BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
AND YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE FOR ALL EVER-MARRIED MOMEN

AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGE
YEARS SINCE e

FIRST MARRIAGE A1l _ 25 and
Ages - 15 15-19 20-24 more

TOTAL 4.2 5.5 4.7 3.2 2.3
ctandardized on Years 4.2 4.4 3.6 2.5
Since First Marriage

=5 1.1 1.0* 1.2 1.0 0.9
5-9 2.8 2.8 3.0 2.8 2.4
10-19 4.7 4.7 5.0 4.3 3.4
20-29 6.5 6.6 6.6 .5.8 4,9%
30 and more 6.2 6.0 6.6 ** -

* Less than 50 coaes,
** Lesa than 20 cases.

=~ Vot applicable.



As can be seen from Table 2, among women who have been married the same
length of time those who married at older ages tend to have fewer
children. In other words, women marrying late (after the age of 20)
have fewer children per year of married 1ife. However, the same may be
said of women who marry very early (before the age of 15), partly
because of the effect of adolescent sterility and partly because of the
relatively high incidence of dissolution of these early marriages.

The overall figures indicate an inverse relationship between education
and fertility. Momen with no education report an average of 5.4 births,
compared with 3.9 for women with less than 7 years of education, 2.1 for
7-12 years, and 1.9 for mere than 12 years. Socio-economic status
measured in terms of husband's income has a trivial effect, independent
of education. Similarly, the difference in the mean number of children
within educational group in relation to respondent's place of residence
is not sicnificant, though women Tiving in metropolitan areas on average
report fewer children ever born (3.7) than women living in rural areas
(4.2) or towns (1.3). TFurther analysis of the data shows that most of
these differences are only reflective of recent socio-cconomic changes
and disappear when standardized for marital duration.

CHILOLLSSHESS AND PRE-MARITAL BIRTHS

searly 8 per cent of women were childless at the time of the survey and
afwng those who had been married for at least 5 years the percentage is
.00 dhis proportion varies by duration of marriage (2.6 per cent for
woien narried for 5-9 years, 3.5 per cent for those married 30-34 years
and LU per cent for those married for 34 years and more).  Similarly,
the extent of childlessness varies by current age: 3 uer cent of women
aged 45-49 were childless at the time of the survey.

The incidence of pre-marital births is negligible: Tess than one per cent
of the women reported entering into first marviage after the birth of
their first child.  However, pre-marital conception (i.e., births
occurring less than 7 months after firot marriage) among women who have
been married recently is more common; nearly 10 per cent of first births
could be 50 caicaoriood,

CHILDREN BORN I THD FIRST FIVE YEARS OF MARRIAGE

On average 1.9 children are reported as being born in the first five
years of marriage to women who were continuously at risk of pregnancy
during this period. The mean increases with increasing age at first
marriage:  from 1.4 for women who married before they were 15 years old
Lo 2.2 for those married between 20 and 21 years. However, in the case
of wemen marrying after the age of 21 the means are smaller. This
assoctation persists for various marriage cohorts,

fhe Chinese tend to have more children (2.3) in the first five years of
marriage than Indians (1.9) and Halays (1.7) and this is somewhat
contrary to the earlier reported finding that Chinese have a slightly
lower mean number of children ever born than the Indians. Part of the



reason could be the difference in mean age at marriage amongst the
Chinese and Indians; 19.6 and 17.1 years, respectively. Malays have

a mean age at marriage of 16.6 years. It has been observed generally
that age at marriage below 20 leads to a higher incidence of sub-
sterility and consequently results in lower fertility during early years
of married life.

CHILDREN BORN DURING THE LAST FIVE YEARS

Restricting the analysis to those women who have been married for at
Teast five years and who were living with their spouses at the time of
the survey, the mean number of children born in the last five years is
1.0, This varies by current age; women under the age of 25 have on
averace given birth to 2 children, as against only 0.3 for women 40
years and more.

In addition to age, both education and place of residence appear to be
associated with recent rertility.  Women residing in metropolitan areas

have 0.3 children born in this period compared with 1.1 for women

residing in swall towns and rural areas. Women with no education had

a smaller wean number of births (0.8) than those with some education

(1.2). This is due mainly to the fact that the uneducated women are

older and might have passed the peak period of fertility. Lthnic differences
are not sianificant, Malays have a sliahtly higher mean than Chinese and Indian1

OPEN AND CLOSLD BIRTH INTLRVALS

The average length of the interval sirnce the last live birth for wonen
currently exposed was 26.7 months. The mean Tength of the open birth
interval varies by age and pattern of contraceptive use. The mean
length of the interval for women who are currently using a contraceptive
s 29.6 months, compared with 22.9 months for those who have never used.

The closed interval, defined as the interval between two Tive births,

varies with contraceptive use and age. In general the interval tends

to be shorter for vounaer than for older women. The differences in

the mean length of interval are fiigher for those who used a contraceptive
during that period than those who had not. The overall mean for those

vho used contraception sometimoe during the interval is 28.3 months,

compared to 21.2 months for those who did not use a method during the interval

CURRERT FLRTILITY

The vital vegistration system in Malaysia is relatively complete and
accurate estimates of fertility levels are available. In Table 3 the
Age-Specific Fertility Rates (ASFRs) - based on published vital statistics
- are compared with the MFFS data. The survey rates are based on births
reported in pregnancy histories and are averaged for 1970-1973. As these
two rates are based on two independent sources of data, caution needs

to be exercised in interpreting small differences.
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57 per cent wanted no more children; this proportion increased with tre
number of Tiving children. Ameng those who have four or more children,
the majority indicates that they wanted no more (hildren. However, among
women who have less than four 1iving children the proportion not wanting
any more is not high,

For the women who wanted additional children, the number of living
children increases as the number of additional children wanted drops.
Homen with no Tiving children wanted on average 3.4 children, while for
those with four or more living children, the additional number wanted
is less than one.

3.4 CONTRACEPTIVL KNOWLEDGE AND USE

Contiraceptive knowledge is defined in the Survey as having "“heard of"
a family planning method; it is not indicative of an understanding of
the efficicncy and proper use of a wethod. As the MFES oniy covered
ever-married womer, the following discussion is restricted to this
sub-group.

KNOWLEDGE OF FAMILY PLANNING METHODS

Of the 6,318 ever-marvied wonen, 92 per cent reported knowledge of at
least one c¢fficient method of contraceplion.  The "<fficient” methods
are Pill, LUD, Condom, Sterilization, and other female methods such as
foam tablets, jelly, ctc. The most commonly known method is the Pill
(88 per cent of the respondents had heard of it), followed by female
sterilization (73 per cent), condom (52 per cent), 1UD (40 per cent)
and other female methods (26 per cent).  HNearly 20 per cent of the
women reported having heard of “"folk methods”,

Knowledge of eificient contraceptive methods is inversely related to
age except anong women aged 15-19; older women report a relatively
Tower level of knowledqge of contraceptive method than do younger
women.  Variations in levels of knowledge by education, husband's
incame and place of residence are substantial.

Surprisingly, very few recently married women reported knowing about an
efficient contraceptive method, particularly prior to first birth. This
could either be due to shyness in reporting on the part of recently
married women or reflective of a genuine lack of knowledge. Further
analysis of the data is needed before any conclusions can be reached.

10



EVER-USE OF CONTRACEPTION

The question on ever-use of contraceptive methods was put to all ever-
married women and the responses were dichotomized into "ever-used” and
"never-us2d" categories,

Of all ever-married women, 37 per cent {including 2 per cent who
reported sterilization as the first method) reported ever-use of an
efficient method, while 11 per cent had used only inefficient methods.
Of the cf7icient contraceptive methods, the pill was by far the most
popular method; 85 per cent of women reporting "ever-use" reported use
of the pill, followed by condom (23 per cent), sterilization (14 per
cent) and 1UD (4 per cent). The proportion of ever-users shows a
considerable increase over the years. Use by current age shows an
inverted U-type curve - women in younger {15-19) and older (40-49) age
groups having the lowest level of contraceptive use. Use of contra-
ception (particularly oral pills and sterilization) increases with the
number of living children. Use is positively related to woman's
education and hust.and's income; the higher the education and income the
higher the level of contraceptive use, Among the ethnic groups the
Chinese report the highest Tevel of use, followed by the Indians and
then the Maiays.

Almost all sterilizations are tubal ligations. They are common among
older women with four or more children.

The majority of past contraceptive use occurred in the last closed birth
interval or since the last birth. This pattern holds true for all ages.

CYRRENT UsL OF CUHTRACEPTION

Information on current use of contraception was obtained only from
currently married women.* Of a total of 5,807 currently married women,
il.4 per cent were pregnant at the time of interview, nearly four per cent
were sterilized and 9 per cent reported a fecundity impairment.

About 36 per cent of the "fecund" women reported current use of a
contraceptive, the most common being the pill, followed by sterilization,
rliythm and condom. In previous fertility surveys in Malaysia current

use of contraceptive was not subjected to this “exposure status"

refinement and the calculation of proportions was based on all currentiy
married women. A comparable figure for the WFFS, using "currently

merried" instead of “fecund", is 34 per cent, which is substantially hiaher
than the 16 per cent estimated in the 1970 survey, Over time a gradual

*izeluding currently pregn it women,

N



shift from the pill to other contraceplive methods is also observed.
detihads of contraception vary with ane; older women favour ~teriliza-
tion gver tie pill. A highor proportion of cducated womer .end to be
practi-ina csntraception currently.  Tne number of Tiving children has
very Tittle effect on current use; women with threes or more children
report a slightly higher level.  The Chinese have the highest
percentage of current users (59 per cent) followed by Indians (49 per
cent) and Malays (26 per cent)

As expected, women residing in metropolitan arcas use contraceptives
more than rural and small town women. This is true for all age groups.
In metropolitan areas the use of contraceptives starts carlier than in
small towns and vrucal areas; more than 59 per cent of women with one
Tiving child who Tive in mewronolitan areas are currently using
contraceptives.

Ut the 572 per cent of ever-married women who have rovir used a contra-
ceptive, only 4 per cent intend to use some metnod in the future. The
remaining 38 per cent reporied no iniention to usc. Young women dare
more likely to use in the future than older women. A Targe proportion
of currently pregnant women aho have npever used a contraceptive in the
past intend to use saome method in the future. Generally, better edu-
cated women are more likely to report an intention to use contraceptives
in the future than are less educated women.

FARILY S1ZE PREFERENCES Aty COUERACEPTIVE USE

With the widespread xnowledge of family planuning wethods in Malaysia,
the fertility performance of couples is largely ar expression of
conscious aims.  Knowledge and use of efficient contraceptive mcthods
is higher among those who did not want a future birth., OFf those who
wanted a future birth 5 per cent have never used a contitaceptive
method and 29.1 per cent were using at the ftime of the Survey. The
percentage of never-users was higiher among women aged less than 25
years (60.3) compaced with those aged 25-34 (46.4%) among whonm current
use was relatively high (35.7). The fact that 44 per cent of women
pho wanted a future birth hao usca contraceptives in the past or

were currently using them suggests a significant emphasis on child-
spacing among Malaysian women.

Of women not wanting another birth nearly 37 per cent have never used
any contraception and 41 per cent reported using a method at the time
of the Survey. Never-use is higher among women agea 45-49 (50 per
cent) than for women aged Tess than 35 years 33 per cent). One would
expect women who want no future births to be uore likely to take steps
to prevent any future conception. In the MFIS 867 expesed women
reported tiat they wanted no more children but more than one third were
aot using an efficient coniraceptive method. This inconsistency of
behaviour and attitude needs careful analysis.

The above Tindings are based on preliminary analysis, so before any firm
conclusions are drawn more carcful evaluation of the data is needed.
Further analysis is underway and plans are afoot to extend the cope of
analysis c¢ven further in the necar future.
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