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THE MALAYSIA FERTILITY AND FAMILY SURVEY:
 

A SUMMARY OF FINDINGS
 

1. THE SETTING
 

Malaysia is a federation consisting of 13 states, 11 
 of which are in
Peninsular Malaysia and the other two 
in Sarawak and Sabah. Peninsular
Malaysia 
is the largest of the three areas with a population of 8.81
million in 1970, and an 
area of 50,700 square miles. Sarawak has epopulation of ne.rly one nillion and an 
area of 48,250 square miles,
and Sbahi has a population of 0.65 million anj an area of 29,388 square
miles. Nalays is has a tropical climate with heavy rainfall during the
South-West and Nortn-East monsoons. 
 A large part of the country is
cnvered with thick tropical forests and swamps. 
hi KOiK composition of Peninsular Malaysia


cent 
is 53 per cent Malay,35 e-r Chinieoaid 11 per cent Indian. EtInicity, religion andoccupation are c linked.
iosely The M1alays are Muslims, they live in
rural areas, ad wur imainly in agriculture. The Ciinese are generally
buddhis:s, they live 
in urban areas, and are engaged in the rubber and
tin indusLries as well as in trade and comliece. The Indians aremstly Lindus arid work on rubber plantations and in the urban areas.
 

;ie population of Malaysia is young, wii nearly per
56 cent of thepupu I ton reported as being under the age of 20 and only four per
,ged b5 yenirs cent
 or more in 1970. Substantial increase in literacy
levels h.e been recorded in recent years and in 1970 iarly 61
cen' o N esabove the age of 10 were literate. 
per
 

Agnriculture is a domiinant sector of the economiy. ore than half (55
pvnr cert) of the total population 
 is ergaged in agriculturalactivities. ihe 
average per capita income 'r.as estimated to beU11660.00 in 1975 
-
the second highest in South and South-East Asia.
 

In Peninsular 
.ala 'ia, which is known to have 
a very grod vital
registration sys em, both 
the crude birth rate (CBR) and crude death
rate (CDR) have been decliinirg in recent years. 
 The CBR fell from 45.5
in 1956 to 
33.3 in 1972 (a decline of about 27 per cent) while in the
same 
period the CDR declined from 11 to 
7. Life expectancy at birth
was estimayod in 1972 to be 63.4 
for rmales and 68.0 for females, which
is comparable to levels observed in some of the developed nations.The rate of natural increase still remains theat rather high level of2.6 per cent per annum in spite of the significant decline ofFor ilIi thiis [peri od. the vital rates 

http:U11660.00


J~ 7 

Real i zi1ng~the cosqune ofrpdpplto9row~~ht 

Fam lyPlanning Boai V;MFPB) was~established ~i.965 to* promote the~ spread of:' aily&1anniffg nowledge and ~cice Inth~hF1ir~
~' Pan',(1966 70)~ it !was 1 haasian FiVe Yea~ir', elnvisaged thiat by'1

'rate,:of'natural lncr'ease.''9uld be lreduc'e'dto -2 per cent, This was' toih~~~ ~~~"ealeeing~all types~o Jamily'planr Bsj'cyPo y,y 1970,1 ,ws sae ht 'nal. 57,600 irths, had,been averted through 
S the,' Programmie, .,"c'so -peetn a bti wse~imtd:ob 

~~. US123 in 1973 F 1 ig's L8'n dcti'l-aities tSon eii i-7ee'-o knweg' attue'n'pat~ ro,.ai
plann'ing was'eonieln~ KA suvywslan~i'o 974-75. ,As 

'. A' pl an, coinided 'wi th, the 'adven of -the WFS pog ranuir Ithet~wa 'ddidi'd'to conduct thestrveyi olbrto ihteW5, JMalaysia wasithus
'one of the first countries to express wil11lingness, to~take art ln'te 
7WFS programnme."
 

2 THE SURVEY 
The~overalresponsibility for planning', executionanaalssoth 
Malaysian Fertility and' Family Survey (M1FFS) rested with the Departmet<
of Statistics, with substantial assistance from the Natjonal Family:,

Planning Board (NFPB) interms of stWf and financial input., The majo'~

external funding for the project came through the International "'
 
Statistical Institute.-:
 

"' 'The sample used for ,the MFF$ was~the same as that for the Househol d 
Expenditure and Income Survey:(HEIS)'carried out by'the' Department of 
Statistics in.1973-74. "The:N-FFScovered only Peninsular Malaysia,,whic~represents about'84% of 'the,'n'atiarial population." Apart from saving. time
and costs iii the pfreparation of a new samplefrane, this decision also~~v 
poided the possibility of linking data from theMFFS with thatfro A~
the HEIS for further analytical work. Y How'ever, there was a price ,to pay;~

the sampl ing frame was prepared in 1972-73 andw'as'~thus 'obsolete; Out
of a ran'dom sainple of 8,103 living, quarters. (LQs) selected,' 1,095 (or .,

13 per cent) had toA,be rejected for reasons~ such~as Institutional LQs~

(89),,vacanit (606),' demolished (322), refusals (7), and othe'rreasons

(71). 
 Only 7,008 LQs' were successful ly screened and these contained. AW
7,770 households of which all except 15 cou'id be successfully inter­
viewed; 6,368 eligible respondents* (ERs) could be identified and 6i316. ~2

(99 prcent) of them were successfully interviewed.
 

The~field work w'as' carie ou uigA6utDcm 1974 by ,50,'
 
specially trained female interviewers under the su~pervision of five
 
,female supervisors- and other senior staff of the Departmnent of Statistics
 

and '' touBh 

Th sdqetinaiea smla, hug otienicltote F
 

2""" 

.Z " 'I A/ 



to the section on Contraceptive Knowledge and Use, questions en

family plar;ning services and fertility planning 
were added to providemore detailed information. Part of the Economic Module and the Abortion
Module were also incorporated into the questionnaire.
 

The questionnaire was 
translated into three local languages: Malay,
Chinese and Tamil. Data preFaration and processing activities were

carried out by the Department of Statistics and the first Country
Report, consisting of 200 pages of text and 500 pages of tables and
appendices was published in April 
1977.
 

3. FINDINGS
 

3.1 NUPTIALITY AND EXPOSuRE 
TO CHILD-BEARING
 

AGE AT MARRIAGE
 

In countries like Malaysia, where the incidence of pre-iarit, I sex is
not Oignificant, the age at which married couples start living together
generally identifies the ,onset of exposure to 
the risk of pregnancy;

therefore, age at marriage is an important variable affecting fertility. 

Of the 6,31 4 women interviewed 31 per cent reported an age it marriageof 15-17 years, 20 per cent as 18-19 and only 15 per cent married beforethe age of 15. 
 It should be noted that the estimate of proportion
mamrred by given age is derived from a salople of ever-married women and
is therefore subject to considerable bias due to truncation; this is 
particularly so in the case of the young age group, as there issubstantial evidence that age at marriage is rising. Since imostmitrr'yiges in Malaysia take place before the age of 25, part of thearuncation effect can be adjusted by considering only those women who are at least 25 years old and were married before the age of 25. The 
fol lowing comments apply to these women. 
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PERCENAGEDISRIB6IOF G
0 ~ fRT~G M ELIGIBLE 
BRESPONDENTs~CURRENTLaY 25 YEARS AND, MORE AND MARED BEFORETHEAGE OF 25.~
 

CURENTAge at Firs Marriage 

<c15 ~15-17 18719 20-21,,2-2 

30-34 
 '~100.0 
 15.2 30.5 20.1- ~14.7 ~ 19.5 

;1 40-4 100. 19. 386 24 9.7 i 9.8 
(775) 

y j 

S 45 and 100A~ 6 34,8 17,7 10.3 10. 
moe(884)~ 

*Figures,-in,par~entheses indicate inwn1*irof respondents. 2 -

SThe pattern that emerges, from Table )jlal uggests a rising trend~in age at ma rr age., , Only 10 per cent of-25-29 year olds'reported beinpg~married befor e the age of 15:,coipared with 27 'pero cent of-oe-5'~r. ~ and mor-e.' Thisd'-consistent with Iother' available1 estimates. 'Themean
4age at marriagefor this sub-group~i~etmae to be 17.6'years.
 

~Variations among different-seg-ments- of 06h'samip-e follow-expected patterns.:Education has a-positive relationship with mean:4age a'tfirst,'m'arri ageand this relationship ker'ists even afte, gedfff rhce'rare tat
ken iInto.
-account.3-The 
 standardi2ed meani ageiat marig


4 -o~diewithno ­

-~ rV education is.17,3 years, compared withl&~>. years~for'womenewith 7i12 years of schooling ~~ -~ K ~- - -a 

The~mean~age at marriage'differs significantlfyiamong the differernt1V~
~'- ethnic groups. Malays have,-the lowest mean age at-marriage m-16.6 ryears.~
SThe mean ages at marriage for Indian and Chiriese~women,are 17.1. and:19.6
yerrsectively These dfencspersist across~a 
 g rus
 
Women - whb -reported th-at~e had Woke beoetei marrage


w - tended to marry later than those who 
-is ?


had'not worked. IAge at~marriage--~-is~also positively correlated With duration of work and type ofv-$
 
.occu p tion. ­- -

<­

,p I a- ' V 

-~ ­ -K~-1- ---­

-~ V~1-------­



MARITAL STABILITY
 

The earlier a woman marries, the longer is her exposure to the risk of pregnancy, particularly if her marriage does not dissolve due to widow­hood, divorce or separntion. In the event of such dissolution, the
 
sooner she Parries the longer is her exposure period.
 

In Malaysia 81 per cent of first marriages remained undissolved at the 
time of toe survey; about two 
thirds of the dissolutions were due to
divorce or separation. The proportion of first marriages remaining
iriLact decreased steadily according to length of time since first
 
marriage.
 

RmarridaJe is common: 11 per cent of all women have married more thani t;aluut 9 per cent twice; about ' per cent three times; and one per

cenit more than three times. Due to tLe ligh incidence of rema rriage,

92 per cent of all ever-married women were in a marital union at the
 
time of the survey.
 

The average pnroportion of time spent inr the married state by a group of
o'o:lel (derived by dividing the total effective duration of marriage by
total years since first marriage) indicates that an average woman has
spent about 9 years in the married state for every 10 years since first
marriage. TIis does not show any significant variation by current age,
age at first marriage, uthnicity, education of woman, husband's income
 

or place of residence.
 

BRL, r-K[ LUIK(. 

Apart trom its importance in relation to infant's health, breast­
feedinj is relevant to the discussion of exposure because it delays
tLe resurmption of ovulation after cLhildbirth. In the PiFFS, data on

breast-feeding were collected for women witlh 
 at least two live births.
he analysisr s restricted to 1,76 women whose last closed birth

interval exceeded 35 morths 
 and Whose child (being breast-fed) survived
lor at least ;24months. This censorlng was done to minimize the effect


of otier factors such as child mortality, termination of breast-feeding

(it' rwewpregrancry, etc.
 

]he overall Mitearn rulblier a ioionths of breast-feedirg is approximatele seven;if only th -,i',eio breast-fed are considered (one in five women din notbreast-feed at .I) it is 9. There appears to be a strong tendency
report the WSratWl, of breast-feedirig as 6, 12, 19-20, 

to 
25-26 ard 31-32 

mion ths. 

Wio percentage of womerr not. reast-Feeding reisains about the same forall ages, except 
the 

roi tie -5-,9 atle group where tiet'e is an irrcr'ase in 
on iho 

not breat;t-feeding declines 
rritrer e f vr repirt breast-feeding. Tire proportion of women 

with an incase in parity, while tHe ireari
number of months' [Weast-fed increases. Fewer educated worrerltreast-feed
their children and. when they Jo, they do so for shorter duraturs.
Simi lar differentials are observeo for' iistard s educational level. 

[reast-feedi ng s considrably more coMMorr among allays (93 per cent),
with much longer durations (5.9 irorths), follov,ed by Indian wormreri, 75 
per cent of whom breast-fed for an average of 5.4 morths; Chinese womenbreast-fed the least (59 per cent) and for tIre shortest duration (4.4
non ths). 
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3.2 FERTILITY
 

In the MFFS a complete pregnancy history was obtained for every respon­dent. Many measures of fertility may be derived from such historiesbut one of the most useful and easy 
to compute is the number of children
 
ever born.
 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN 

The mean number of children ever born to all earried women in the sampleis 4.2. On average, currently married women aged 40 years and morereport 6.3 children (that is. two more children than reported by womenaged 30-34), indicating a probable decline in fertility. 
As there are
no significant differences between currently married and ever-marriedwomen in the mean number of children ever born, all further discussionis based on the total sample of ever-murried females. 

TABLE 2
 

MEAN NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN BY AGE AT FIRST MARRIAGEAND YEARS SINCE FIRST MARRIAGE FOR ALL EVER.-MARRIED WOMEN 

_AGEYEARS SINCE AT FIRST MARRIAGE 

FIRST MARRIAGE All 25 and 
Ages 15 15-19 20-24 more 

TOTAL 4.2 5.5 4.7 3.2 2.3
 

Standardized 
on Years
 
Since First Marriage 4.2 4.2 4.4 3.6 2.5
 
•:5 
 1.1 1.0* 1.2 1.0 
 0.9
 

5-9 
 2.8 2.8 3.0 2.8 
 2.4
 

10-19 4.7 4.7 5.0 4.3 3.4 

20-29 6.5 6.6 6.6 .5.8 4.9* 

30 and more 
 6.2 6.0 
 6.6 ** 

0** !,r 7 "?un qZ'am. 

- Not. (ppl Oo!'Zo. 
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As can be seen 
from Table 2, among women who have been married the same

length of time those who married at older ages tend to have fewer
children. In other words, women marrying late (after the age of 20)have fewer children per year of married life. However, the same may besaid of women who marry very early (before the age of 15), partlybecause of the effect of adolescent sterility and partly because of therelatively high incidence of dissolution of these early marriages.
 

The overall figures indicate an inverse relationship between educationand fertility. Women with no education report an average of 5.4 births,
compared with 3.9 for women with less than 7 years of education, 2.1 for7-12 years, and 1.9 for more than 
12 years. Socio-economic status
measured in terms of husband's income has a trivial effect, independentof education. Similarly, the difference in the mean number of childrenwithin educational group in relation to respondent's place of residenceinnot significant, though womenI living in metropolitan areas on averagerepor t fewer chi ldren ever born (3.7) than women living in rural areas(4.2) or towns (1.3). Further analysis of the data shows that most of
these difference; are only reflective of recent socio-economic changes
and disappear when staropardized for marital duration.
 

'HJ LhLL3bFLS AOIJ Pit-M.4AR IAIBIRTHS 

,orly A per cent of woen were childless at 
the time of the survey and
01m50unthose who beenhad married for at least 5 years the percentage is2.). ;hi4 proportio varies by duration of marriage (2.6 per cent 
for
 wmecn married for 5-9 years, 3.5 per cent for those married 30-34 yearsd 1.0i per cent for those married for 34 years aiid mnre). Siilarly,tc, extent of childlessness varies by current age 3 per cert of women
aged 15-,1 were ihildlens at the time of the survey. 

he incidence of pre-iarital births is negligible: lss than one per cent
of the women reported entering into first marriage after the birth of
their first, child. Howevr, pre-marital conception (i.e., 
 births
occurring less than 7 monlths after first marriage) arsong wonen who have
been married recently is sore ccllsliori/; nearly 10 per cent of first births
 
could be so leon-i
 

CII[LDRE N BlORN II TlE FIRST FIVE YEARS OF IM\RRIAGE
 

On average 1.9 children are reported as being born in the first fiveyears of marriage to women who were continuously at risk of pregnancy
durirg this period. The mean increases with increasing age at first
marriage: from 1.4 for women who married before they were 15 years old
to 2.2 
 for those married between 20 and 21 years. However, in the caseof women marrying after the age of 21 the mears are saller. Thisassociation persists for various marriage cohorts. 

the Chinese tend to have more children (2.3) in the first rive years ofmarriage than Indiails (1.9) and Malays (1.7) and this is somrewhat
 
contrary to the earlier reported finding that Chinese have 
a slightly

lower mean nulnmber of children ever born than 
the Indians. Part of the 
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reason could be the difference in mean age at marriage amongst the

Chinese and Indians; 
 19.6 and 17.1 years, respectively. Malays have
a mean age at marriage of 16.6 years. 
 It has been observed generally

that age at marriage below 20 leads to 
a higher incidence of sub­sterility and consequently results in lower fertility during early years

of married life.
 

CHILDREN BORN DURING THE LAST FIVE YEARS 

Restricting the analysis to those women who have been married for atleast five years wereand who living with their spouses at the time of
the survey, the mean number of children born in the last five years is
1.0. This vries by current age; women under the age of 25 have on average given birth to 2 children, as against only 0.3 for women 40 
years and more. 

In addition to age, both education and place of residence appear to be
associated with recent fertility. Women residing in Imetropolitar areas
have 0.U children born in this period compared with 1.1 for womenresiding in small towns and rural areas. withWomen no education had a smaller mean number of births (0.8) than those with some education
(1.2). This , mdiinlo the that uneducated women are
is i to fact the
older and might have oassed the peak 
 period of fertility. Ethnic differences 
are not sniiifirant, Mlalays have a slinhL.ly higher mean than Chinese and Indianj 

OPEN AND CLOSD BIR Tll INIERVALS 

The average length of the interval siLce the last live birth for womencurrently exposed was 26.7 months. The mean length of the open birthinterval varies by age and pattern of contraceptive use. The meanlength of the interval for women who are currently using a contraceptiveis P9.6 ionth;, colmpared with 22.9 months for those who have never used. 

[he closed interval, defined as the interval between two live births,
varies with (:ontracel)tive 
use and age. In general the interval tendsto be shorter for ''mw tIhan olderfor women. The differences in
the mean length of interval are higher for those who used a contraceptive
during that period those had 1liethan who not. overall mean for thosewho used lontraeplfinon sometime during the inrterva1 is 2.3 months,compared to onthfrs those21 .Vm' for who did not use a method during the interval 

CURRLNT FLRTILITY 

Tire vital ,'egistration system in Halaysia is relatively complete andaccurate estimates of fertility levels 
are available. In Table 3 the
Age-Specific Fertility Rates (ASFRs) 
- based on published vital statistics - are compared with the tIFFS data. The survey rates are based on birthsreported in lregnancy histories and are averaged for 1970-1973. As thesetwo rates are based on two independent sources of data, caution needs 
to iheexercised in interpreting small differences. 
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-SPECTE'E3' 
A-S EcI 'F T IITY RATES, PER 'I 000 WOMEN 

--- '(1 7-73 AVERAGE) 

~30-34 21919 

56 34 

~The tlvc .es timates are,: 1n close.:agreement. ~The sl i ghtly1 owerestimates U;­fo und frithe survy.,may be due tothe factPi'~a isted1 of; b jlrths a*'v I~V~silngle year,. an average of births occurripg during§ r 'r 'd'hsbeen used as-the nueao r~acltn.the2rates.
 

3.. PEEECEFRNME ANDSEX 
OFCIDE
 
0~CITD~: ne of. t~~2 -rea 

Oeothe resns, suggested to expl ainri hi gh fertji t3 'in~ developi ng ~ 2:: '
 'countries is that the women~are indjffer'en uthenimber of:.i ~~j-'~
children. they have;',as' 1ong as'the _have~om'c+ hy.aet.,hiIde as' a gift of.'God and'se domi'talk or thn bu fml ie om' I is~~copsequenitly sugse htqe in 
 nda aiy size'' e'e~refe rence, for, the'next 'ch i d- etc *"ae.hypo .hej al hand' hav'no~
r--elevan'ce 'for,these' women.>' Tho&gh'this argumettih adcniea
w-'ed t inte aasian cnetithsbe 6bervedthat4women 'do give>'somthought to~~the q~uesti on of 'the number of~dhil1dren "th'ey'woiud'like
to: have and discuss. it witih the'irhusbands(..Whether-this resu 'ts 'insoepecfic.- cti' on-,the_ part ftecue t 

~ta-rget is'very Idifficultto'assess atclryfomco'-etoa
4data obtained throughsuvy fush pat culSar&fomcossett 

SADDITIONAL NUMBER OF CIILDREN WANTED 4',,' 

,Aseries of questjons wsietdt urnl are eudwmn­4~to as6etai n whether.4 they-wanted 4anotfier blr~th 7and i~jf they di*,d6V'no't 
 ~'''" ow ~ ~ lmnadiin.ichil dren' they desi red. Of the 4,92l';'ecund women >.' ' ?4 
"vei-marriedwoniena iterviewed wore-sategori-zed acoordngI4 4 

""'44-"4,exposure, otatuo. 4i$ Ae category .'"feew'zd" refers to tho eIwomen 1whoz.kiwre~-- , 7 - 4 ind0exposod to the. riaj<, o, pre'nancy,at the time of the Survey; .­

~ari2d. exctudoeaaI.w too a oWre pregnant, stori?i;;d, or, wao hd 

72e2[o2red fecnditty ltmaia'ment. '' 4 
 ~ -444i'"; 



57 per cent wanted no more children; this proportion increased with thenumber of living children. Among those who have four or more children,
the majority indicates that they wanted no more (hildren. However, amongwomen who have less than four living children the proportion not wanting
any more is not high. 

For the women who wanted additional children, the number of living
children increases as the number of additional children wanted drops.Women with no living children wanted on average 3.4 children, while forthose with four or more living children, the additional number wanted
 
is less than one.
 

3.4 CON[RACEPTIVL KNOWLEDGE AND USE
 

Contraceptive knowledge is defineu in the Survey as having "heard of'
 a family planning method; it is not indicative of an understanding of
the eff iciency and proper use of a method. As the NFFS only coveredever-married womr.,;, the following discussion is restricted to this
 
sub-group.
 

KNOWLEIGI Of PLANNINGFAlILY METHtODS 

Of the 6,318 ever-married women, 92 per cent reported knowledge of at
least one eUficii t MetiLod of contraception. The "Mfficient" methods
 are Pill, IJ), Condom, Sterilization, and other female methods such as
foam tablets, jelly, etc. The ilOst commonly known method 
 is the Pill(88 per cent of the resl)ondents had heard of it), followed by female

sterilizatiol (73 per cent). condom 
 (52 per cent), ILID (4O per cent)and other fumale methods (2bo per cent). Nearly ?0 per cent of the 
women replorld hay ing heard of "folk methods". 

Knrowledge of elf cient contraceptive methods is inversely related toage except arlMOl women 15-19; womenaged older report a relativelylower level of knowledce of conltraceptive rlethod than do younger
womnen. Variations in levels of knowledge by education, husband's 
incoie and place of residence are substantial. 

Surprisingly, very few recently iiarried wonien reported knowing about anefficielit contraceptive method, particularly prior to first birth, Thiscould either be due to shyness in reporting on the part of recently
IIiarried women or reflective of a genuine lack of knowledge. Furtheranalysis of the data is needed before any conclusions can be reached. 

10 



EVER-USE OF CONTRACEPTION
 

The question on ever-use of contraceptive methods was put to all ever­
married women and the 
responses were dichotomized into "ever-used" and
'never-used" categories. 

Of all ever-married women, 37 per cent (including 2 per cent whoreported sterilization as the first method) reported ever-use of anefficient method, while 11 per cent had used only inefficient methods.
Of the eficient contraceptive methods, the pill was by far the most
popular method; 85 per cent of women reporting "ever-use" reported useoF the pill, followed by condom (23 per cent), sterilization (14 percent) and IUD (4 per cent). The proportion of ever-users shows

considerable increase over 

a
 
the years. Use by current age shows an


inverted U-type curve 
- wormen in younger (15-19) and older (40-49) age

groups having the lowest level of contraceptive use. Use of contra­ception (particularly oral pills and sterilization) increases with the
number of living children. Use is positively related to woman's
 
education and husLand's income; the higher the education and income the
higher the level of contraceptive use. 
 Among the ethnic groups the

Chinese report the highest level of use, followed by the Indians and
 
then Lhe W:ays.
 

Almost all sterilizations are tubal ligations. They are common among

older womuen with four or more children.
 

rhe majority of pas t contraceptive use occurred in the lasw closed birthinterval or since the 
last birth. This pattern holds true for all ages.
 

CUtiRENi UL OF C,3ITRACEPTIOl 

Information on current use of contraception was obtained only from
currently married women.* 
 Of a total of 5,807 currently married women,11.4 per cent were pregnant at the time of interview, nearly fout per cent were sterilized and 9 per cent reported 
a fecundity impairment.
 

About 36 per cent of the "fecund" women reported current use of acontraceptive, the most common being the pill, 
followed by sterilization,

rhythm and condom. In previous fertility surveys in Malaysia current
 use of contraceptive was not subjected to this "exposure status"
refinerment and the calculation of proportions based allwas on currently
married women. A comparable figore for the 15FFS, using "currentlymarried" instead of "Fecund", is 34 per cent, which is substantially higher
than tihe 16 per cent estimated in the 1970 survey. Over time a gradual
 

"'l,,'xe cm'r t lylwdingj U prgn nt women. 
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shi ft from the pill to othier con traceptiviu method:, is also observed.
 
Pethods of contraception 
vary with aor; older womsn favour rteril iza­
tion over tie pill. A Iigher proper Ti on of educated wooer, end to be 
practiV inn conLraception currently. Pie nuber of 1ling children has 
very little effect on current us"; wmeun ;.itli threo or more children 
report a slightly higher leael. The Chinese have the highest
percentage of current users (5F per _-ent) followed by Indians (49 per
cent) arid Malays (26 per cet). 

As expected, women residing in metr-cpolitan area's use contraceptives 
more than rural and small town wosen, this is trse for all age groups. 
In metroojolitan areas the use of cortiaceptives starts earlier than in
imall twns and rural areas; mor- ih 59 per ceIt of women ,,ith erie
 
living child who live in reEropolitan areas are currently using

contraceptives.
 

Uf the 5? per cent of ever-liarried WOPileil who have (,ivir used a contra­
ceptive, only 4 per cent intend io use some metno inP tihe future. The 
remaining 8 per cent reported no intention to use. Young women are
 
more likely to use in the future 
 than older woltieri. A large proportion
of curretl pregnant wolmieri lmg have iyver used a contraceptive in the 
past intund to use sale me ited in ti:r future. Generally, better edu­
cated women are more likely to repo L an intention to use consraceptives
in the future than are less edu:,- td worsen. 

PREFLIFNCEiSFAILY IEI[ AN& C051IAC-PIZVE USL 

With the idespread knowledge of family planning methods in Malaysia,

the fertil ity performace of coupus is largely an expression of
 
conscious 
 aiMs. Knowledge and use of efficient contraceptiye meithods
 
is higher among those who 
 did not want a future birth. Of those who
 
wanted a future birth 56 per cent have never 
 used a contracept ive 
method and 29.1 per cent were using at the time of the Survey. The
 
percentage of never-users was highier aiong womiien aged less than 25
 
years (60. 3) compa-ed with those aged 25-34 (46.5) aiiiorq whoii current
 
use was relatively high 135.7). 
 The fact that 44 per cent of women
 
''ho warted 
 a futur birth ha Use LuiLraceLt ivs im tIe pastf or 

were currently using them suggests a significant emphasis on child­
spacing aniong 1alaysian women. 

Of wome riot wanting another birth nearly 37 per cent have never used 
any contraception arid 41 per cent reported using a inthod at the tiie 
of the Survey. Never-use is hiher among worien ageo 45-49 (50 per
cent) thian for women aged less than 35 years 33 per cent). One would 
expect women who want no future births to be sore likely to take steps
to prevent any future conception. In the MFFS 867 exposed women 
reported tiiat they wanted no more children but more than one third werenot using an efficient contraceptive method, This ilnrIoS istency of 
behaviour and atLitude needs careful analysis. 

The above Findings are based on preliminary analysis, so before any firm
conclusions are drawn more careful eval ation of the data is needed. 
Further analysis is underway and plans are afoot to extend the cope of 
analysis even further in the near future. 
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