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INTRODUCTION TO SURVEY REPORT
 

The "Survey of Island Women" project was .onceived in The island chiefs and atoll chifp gave invaluable assistanc 
June, 1978, when a representative of the Overseas Education in providing for the survey team and making the necessa 
Fund (OEF) of Washington, D.C., USA, visited Malb and arrangements for the interviews to take place, while th 
held discussions with Government of Maldives (GOM) officials people on the islands received the team with warm hospitalit 
to determine what type of joint activity, if any, could be and generosity, seeing that the interviewers were well fe 
developed for the benefit of the Republic of Maldives. Given and often entertained. The survey was attached to th 
the interest in imp oving the living standard of those National Planning Agency which met the needs of the projec
Maldivians living outside of the capital of Malb, and the I&ck as they arose. Various other government ministries hay
of socio-economic data on which to base any plans for played an important part in the project, and special mentio 
development, it was telt that a survey to determine felt needs must be made of the Ministry of Health which provide
and to gather data in areas such as family, health, income, the majority of interviewers for the survey team. The Censu 
and available resources would be the most appropriate project Project contributed essential technical expertise and mar 
at that time. The survey was to involve primarily rural women, power throughout the duration of the project. Assistanc 
who are the focus of OEF projects. For the use of the Govern- also came from the Ministry of Provincial Affairs, the Ministr 
ment, the design of a pilot project based on the results of the of Home Affairs, and the Department of Information an 
survey was anticipated as the second and final component of Broadcasting, and the proiect has enjoyed the strong suppor 
this GOM-OEF joint activity. of the President's Office and the Ministry of External Affair 

The emphasis on women grows out of the conviction that The major tasks of organizing the survey, developing th 
women can contribute to the process of national development questionnaires, and analyzing the results were handled bi 
and out of the realization that they represent .ightly less Helen Seidler, Field Consultant for the Overseas Educatior 
than one-half of the Maldivian population whose skills, talents, Fund, and Mohamed Zuhair in the Census Project of thl 
and energies must be tapped for this effort. The contribut;on Elections Division of the Ministry of Home Affairs. Ver 
that women presently make to the national well-being c~n special appreciation must be expressed to Mr. Zuhair whos 
hardly be disputed as they bear and care for the children, unflagging interest and constant effort made the surve, 
prepare the food, carry out the agricultural activities, gather possible. Finally, thanks must be expressed to the member 
fuel for cooking, and produce necessities such as rope, mats of the projec' stff who worked hard on the analysis of th, 
and cadjan. That contribution, however, can be enhanced if data gathered, to thomany interested persons who offerec 
women serve as a focus of island development with the support and encouragement during the planning of the project
understanding that the benefits of increased skills and income to members of the United Nations staff who readily shared 
will accrue not only to the women but also to their families their information and experience, and to the crew member
 
and communities as well. 
 of the boats who ensured the safe and comfortable trip 

throughout the atolls. 
Women's issues pertaining to development need not be treated 
separately from men's issues, but it is crucial that they not be It is our hope that the Government of Maldives will now 
overlooked. These issues for women include access to training make use of the information generated by the survey to 
in production-oriented skills, organization and money manage- plan and implement projects to help island women addressment, as well as access to information in areas such dS their problems and needs as they see them. These &re the 
nutrition, family planning, and health. The importance of activities which this survey report is intended to serve, and 
projects oriented toward women must be recognized in order it is with optimism that we look forward to these future 
to ensure a balanced development of the country and an even efforts to further encourage Mald~vian women to participate
distribution of the improvements in the standard of living of in the development of the country. 
Maldivian women, men, and children, who are, after all, the 
objects of the development efforts. / 
The implementation of this project was made possible only , 
through the cooperation and good will of many Maldivians, 
both inside 3nd outside of the government. Appreciation Helen Seidler 
must first be expressed to the women and men who were Field Consultant 
Interviewed and were willing to answer many questions about Overseas Education Fund 
them,'1ves, and to the survey team who. over a period of 
three months, Interviewed 600 people on 40 different islands. 
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ABOUT THE OVERSEAS EDUCATION FUND
 

The Overseas Education Fund (OEFI is a private, non-profit, 
United States-based organization founded over 30 years ago 
to support women in Asia, Africa, and Latin American seeking 
assistance to improve the lives of their families and their 
communities. Its programs aie funded through contributions 
from individuals, corporations and foundations and through 
contracts with the U.S. Department of State and the Agency 
for International D:"elopment. Although OEF works primari-
ly with wr',en and their organizations, it does not limit 
itself to collaboration with women alone. Always working 
with a local group or organization which has identified a 
need or a project, OEF ;ims to: 

encourage women in the developing world to partici-
pate more fully and productively in their societies. 

focus on projects which provide vocational/skills 
trining, income-generation, non-formal education, 
techniques for improved communication, community 
development, and health and nutrition. 

build skills and experience of volunteer organizations 
carrying out action projects benefitting low income 
people, 

demonstrate that small scale training and technical 
assistance programs geared to people's needs can 
significantly imprcve their lives, 

support progrars that have impact far beyond OEF's 
direct participation. 

OEF believes that the development of the human being 
the increasing of his or her capacity to define problems and 
seek altenatives for resolving them - is a critical part of 
national development, often overlooked while buildings are 
being built and rnew technologies introduced. OEF also 
believes that people working together on their common 
problems is the only effective means of taking action when 
the problems are so much larger than the individual's ability 
to influence them. These two beliefs are basic to OEF- uppor-
ted projects, examples of which include: 

1.) 	 Collaboration with a national women's organization 
to improve rural community services Tn income genera
tion, appropriate technology, youth development, 

agricultural production and credit 'management in 
Sri Lanka. 

2.) 	 Technical assistance and training in community deve
lopment, leadership skills and organizational techni
ques in Honduras. 

3.) 	 Training members of allied organizations to increase 
their effectiveness in responding to the social and 
economic needs of low-income people in Zambia. 

4.) 	 Workshop to develop ekills in project desigi, prepara
tion of proposals and methods of ' valuation for 
rural government agents and non-governmental or. 
ganizations involved iii child welfare programs in Sri 
Lanka. 

OEF ;s pleased and proud ;o have had the opportunity to 
work with the Government of Maldives on this survey, the 
first non-governmental organization-assisted project in the 
Republic. The project has been a challenging one as the 

collection of much of the attitudinal and descriptive data 
had never been attempted before. The newness of the type 
of project created many difficulties, but their eventual resolu
tion added to tht interest and excitement experienced by
all of us working on the survey. It is our hope and intention 
that this survey will provide a basis for further study and 
action to the benefit of the atoll dwellers, particularly the 
women, and we are grateful to the Government of Maldives 
for inviting us to participate in its development efforts. 

/ 

g , 
Helen Sidler 

Overseas Education Fund 

2101 L Street, N.W. 
Suite 916 

Washington, D.C. 20037. 
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COUNTRY PROFILE - REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES 
(pronounced MALL-deeves) 

Population: 147,500 (1980 estimated population) 48% female, Climate: Tropical with temperature variation of 25 0 -320 C. 
52% male (770-900 F.) northeast monsoon prevails December-March 

monsoon prevails May-August (rainy
Capital: Male, 32,000 (1980 estimated population) island size (dry season), southwest 

season)
- approximately 1 square mile 

Islands: 200 inhabited islands (202 administrative units), Vegetation: coconut palm, screwpine, mangrove, banyan, 

approximately 1200 uninhabited islands (includes sandbanks banana, papaya, mango, dense shrub 

and islands in the process of formation or erosion). Average size Economy: Major foreign exchange earnings: fish export, 
- approximately 1/2 square mile, average population - 500. tourism, stamps (US$13.4 million). Major imports: fuel, 
Location: In the Indian Ocean, 275 southwest of India to the rice, other foodstuffs, textiles and other consumer items,
nearest point, 420 miles southwest of Sri Lanka to Ma manufactured goods, building materials (US$32.2 million). 

Figures based on a 5 year average, 1974-78. 

Area covered: 41,500 so.'.iare miles. 512 miles north-south, Currency: Maldivian rupee. Official exchange rate: US$1i = 

81 miles east-west MR3.93. Commercial rate: US$1 =MR7.50 (fluctuating) 

Inhabitants: Original population presumably Dravidian, large Transport: provided by fishing and cargo boats to and from 
Aryan migration in 3rd-4th Century BC, strong Arab and Map,inter- and intra-atoll. No regularly scheduled service. 
slight African influence from the 10th Century AD on. 

Language: Dhivehi. an Indo-Aryan language most closely Communications: R3dio between Male and capital island in 

related to an early form of Sinhala, the major language of each atoll. Walkie-talkie among islands. Earth station relay 

to satellite links Male easily to other countries. TelephoneSri Lanka 
system on Mal and on some near-by tourist resorts. 

Government: republic divided into 19 administrative units 
;4 known as atolls and a 20th unit, the capital of Male. President 

9 - elected every 5 years in national referendum after nomina
tion by Majlis. Cabinet - composed of ministerial appoint
ments by the President. Legislative body - Majlis, unicameral 

_ ; - with 48 members, elected every 5 years with the exception 
U* * *of 8 who are Presidential appointees. Atoll administration 

- atoll chief in every atoll, island chief on each inhabited 
island, and all government servants in the atolls are appointed 
and paid by the President's Office. Judicial system - based 
on Islamic Law. Suffrage - universal over age 21. Political 

~. 	 parties - none. 

International memberships - Colombo Flan 	 for Technical 
;- '~ 	 Cooperation, the United Nations and the Organization of 

United Nations Agencies (UNDP, WHO, ITU, IMCO, UPU, 
UNICEF, FAO, ICAO, ESCAP), Islamic Conference, Non-

Old mosque on Gemanlfushi 	 Alligned Movement, International Monetary Fund, Interna
tional Bank for Reconstruction and Development (World 
Bank) and International Development Association, Asian 

Religion: 100% Sunni Musiim 	 Development Bank. 
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TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE MALDIVES
 

BOATS 

Dhoni - term in Dhivehi to cover medium and small-sized 
boats. 

Mas dhoni - boat used for ocean fishing with pole and line 
method and [ve bait. Average size is 50 feet. Mas' means 
fish in Dhivehi. 
Mechanized dhoni -- a mas dhoni with an engine, 

Vadu dhoni - dhoni used for fishing with hooks, lines and 
artifical bait. Generally smaller than the mas dhoni. 

Baththeli - boat used mainly for carrying cargo and passen-
gers inter-atoll, powered either by sail or engine, 

-

. 
-7 ',.,'. >, 

... 
Mas dhoni 

FOOD 

Rihakuru - a salty highly-nutritious paste made by boiling 
down the liquid stock which remains after the fish is boiled 
in preparation for drying. 

Diahakuru - a thick, sweet, honey-like substance made from 
boiling the toddy collected from the flower of the coconut 
palm. 

Curry and rice - the favored meal of Maldivians, and the 
curry is almost always made from fish. 

Breadfruit - a carbohydrate in the diet from the breadfruit 
tree found throughout the Maldives. 

Screwpine - the sweet fruit of this tree is used for making 
teas, puddings, or simply eating directly. 

Taro - a tuber with broad leaves grown widely in the southern 
part of the Maldives. In Dhivehi the word is 'alah.' 

Kandu - a small, starchy, oblong fruit that may be boiled 
and eaten as asubstitute for rice. 

GEOGRAPHY 
Atull - an approximately circular formation of coral reefs 
and islands. Islands form as sand and coral bits are trapped 

12 

within the reef and a build-up of earth occurs. In the Mal
dives tlhe word is also used to describe an administrative unit 
of the government which may or may not be a natural atoll. 

Huadhoo Channel - a stretch of ocean cutting across the atoll
chain four-fifths of the way down. The biggest ocean channel 
in the Maldives, it is 58 miles wide at its narrowest point 
and for centuries has acted as a barrier to communication 
between the atolls south of it and those to the north. Crossing 
the channel presents some unique challenges for Maldivians, 
and it is always approached with caution. The ocean currents 
are strong with weather conditions often producing rough 
seas for the small Maldivian boats. The length of the totalcrossing may be 9 to 18 hours, and it is the longest journey
in the Maldives without having access to the protection of an 

island in case of bad weather. Also, Maldivian sailors n,:vigate
by sighting islands, yet while crossing the channel, the time 
period with no land in view may range from 6 to 12 hours. 
The Huadhoo Channel is also known as the 11/20 Channel. 

HANDICRAFTS 

-ropeCoir rope made from the coco~nut husk. !he husk isburied in the sea or a pond for about three weeks, then the 
wet fiber is pounded to separate the strands. After drying the 
strands are twisted by hand and combined to form ropes of 
various thicknesses. 

Cadjan weaving - a ma, made from the coconut palm leaf.Leaves are sewn together with coir rope to be used for the 

roofs and walls of houses, as well as fencing to surround 
the space for bathing and defecation and the house com
pound. Cadjan weaving is also known as 'thatching'. 

Mat weaving - mats woven on hand-made looms. Mats made 
from specially-grown grass or strips of the screwpine leaf 
are used as floor coverings, ceilings, room dividers, and furni
ture covers. Dyes are used and intricate designs are woven 
with the grass resulting in very decorative items. 

Mat weaver and her production on Kolamaafushl 



ISLAND .ADMINISTRATION 


Island chief - the administrator found on each inhabited 

island, appointed and paid by the government. He is generally 
a native of the island he serves as chief. In Dhivehi he is known 
as the 'kateeb'. 

Atoll chief - the official who transacts the business of the 
government with the island chiefs and island population. He 
is often transferred from one atoll to another and is often 
from Male. 

Mudhim - the men on each island who give the call to prayer, 
lead the prayers, handle funerals and are ir charge of main-tamning the mosques. 

SCHOOLS 

Kiavaage - a gathering of children in private homes for intro-
ductory work in Arabic, Dhivehi, the Koran, and arithmetic, 
There is no set school year and the payment of the teacher 
is often in goods and services rather than money. 

Makthab - further study of Arabic, Dhivehi, arithmetic, 
and reading of the Koran. The school is usually housed in 

a separate building, and payment of teachers may be in money 
or goods. 

Madhrsaa - continuation of mukthab curriculum with 
additional subjects such as geography and foreign language 
for children of approximately 8 years and above. Financed 
through tuition payments, the madhrasaa has its own build
ing and is the highest level of education available outside of 
Mal . 

TRADITIONAL PRACTICES 
Charming - an ancient practice in South Asia, in this caseCamn nacetpatc nSuhAii hscs
almost always for benevolent purposes such as healing, pro
tection, or good fishing. Often sayings from the Koran are 
worn as amulets or stored on coconut leaves, or preparations 
will be made to be drunk or spread on the body. The practices 
vary according to the purpose. Charming is known in Dhivehi 
as 'fandhitha.'
 
Use of local medicine - the local medicine man or woman
 

treats illnesses and accidents using locally-prepared medicines 
made from both native and imported plant substances. 
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES...
 
AND ITS WOMEN
 

by Helen Seidler, Overseas Education Fund Congultant 

The Republic of Maldives in the past fifty years has 
experienced major changes in its centuries-old traditional 
patterns of life. The vehicles of this change have been: 

1.) 	 the doubling of the population in approximately 
sixty years and &ccess to modern medicine which 
has reduced malaria (an ancient scourge of the Mal
dives) and other endemic diseases. 

2.) 	 widened access to education abroad and the avail-

3.) 	 the growth of the economy and its diversification 
from a long-standing reliance on fish -nd coconut, 

4.) 	 the activities of the government itself which abolished 
its 800 year-old sultanate in favor of a constitution 
and 	republican form of government, initiated a variety 
of 	 development projects and has actively sought 
contact with the rest of the world. 

What follows is a brief look at the history and recent develop-
ments in the areas of education, the economy, the social 
structure and the political system. This look is intended to 
provide a context in which to assess the information in this 
report. In addition it should lend a greater understanding 
to the present and to the pressures for change which continue 
to build as the general population seeks better edu,:ation, 
better health care, better food, and more money and consumer 
items. Such a discussion must be prefaced, however, by a 
comment on the high degree of centralization of all aspects 
of development which is, perhaps, the most striking feature 
when one considers the Maldives. 

In the past as in the present, Malb has served as the source of 
all power and authority in matters of government, economy, 
education, religion, and social law and custom. The adminis-
tration of the attendant responsibilities, however, was not a 
complicated process until recently, (the past 25 years), 'Jor the 
population was stable and homogeneous and the economy 
operated on a simple barter system outside of the cash econo-
my. Needs were few, the social order was accepted, and life 
in 1930 on a Maldivian island was much the same as it had 
been for centuries. (This continuity is well documented in 
the writings of Francois Pyrard de Laval, a Frenchman ship-
wrecked in the Maldives in 1602, who spent five years in 
Male and took it upon himself to learn the language and 
study the people.) The process of modernization which is 
now underway has added new strains and stresses to a once
stable society, and the strong tendencies toward centralization 
are starting to weaken. The major deterrents to decentraliza-
tion are the transportation and communication networks 
within the country which are clearly inadequate to serve 

the 	 needs of the nation, yet whose modernization present 
unique challenges due to the vast seas surrounding the pockets 
of inhabitants. An additional deterrent is simply the inertia 
of the past which led to the concentration of jobs, services, 
schools and wealth on Male and continues to hold sway 
over many. 

Education 

Education was traditionally the responsibility of religious 
!eaders, and instruction in Islam, the Koran, Arabic and the 
Maldivian language (Dhivehi) was provided through the insti
tution of the "edhuruge." Tha edhuruge, like its modern 

form known as the "kiavaage," was a somewhat informal 
affair with the teaching taking place in private homes when 
a teacher was available. Edhuruge were found both on the 
islands and in Male, although in Male those of a given social 
standing and economic means, rather than send their children 
to an edhuruge, would hire private tutors to cover a somewhat 
expanded curriculum. 

The educational system started to change with the introduc
tion of studies at the secondary school level in Malb in 1927 
by the then-Prime Minister Amir Abdul Majeed. The school 
was 	first limited to boys, but later a section for girls operating
at night was opened, and all social groups sent their children 
to the school. During the time that Mohamed Amin Didi was 
Prime Minister and then briefly President from 1941 to 1953, 
many islands built and ran primary schools using solely their 
own resources but under the strong encouragement and 
pesonal attention of Amin Didi. These schools were either 
"makthabs," where religious instruction was offered along 
with Dhivehi and arithmetic, or "madhrasaa," primary schools 
found mainly on the more populated islands whose curriculum 
included history, math, and in later years perhaps English, 
along with religious studies and Dhivehi. The island schools 
went into a decline following the termination of the Amin 
Didi government as the new regime under Ibrahim Nasir did 
not continue to demand that the islands provide education 
for its children. Today the government of Maumoon Abdul 
Gayoom is again stressing education and offering oovernment 
assistance to makthabs with a standing of ten years or more, 
and to primary schools where they exist. In addition, a UN
supported primary school project initiated under the past 
government is proceeding to place a "Community Education 
Center" in each atoll which will include instruction through 
the primary level as well as adult education. Discussions are 
also under way with the Japanese government which has 
offered to build additional primary schools in each atoll. 

On Male secondary schooling continued to evolve into its 
present form of two fully-operating schools, one for boys 
and one for girls, offering the British-structured General 
Certificate of Education "0" (ordinary) and "A" (advanced) 
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level studies in the English medium. Providing students for 
these schools are two government-run primary schools and 
a pre-school, and a host of private schools. The private schools 
consist of firmly established institutions and those of an 
occasionai nature, providing instruction in a range of subjects, 
including preparation for the GCE "0" level examination and 
training for the qualifying exatas for the various certificates 
necessary to hold lower-level government jobs. The access to 
secondary edjcation remains, however, severely limited for 
Malt residents as well as islanders. At the present, plans are 
being formulated to increase the number of government 
primary schools on Malt. 

Education abroad was earlier the privilege of a very few 
coming from the families of the sultans and the upper class, 
and most students went to Sri Lanka for secondary school 
and additional studies. Opportunities have gradually increased 
since the 1920's, and during the 1950's the Mldivian govern-
ment established a hostel in Colombo where students, both 
from Malt and other islands, lived while carrying out their 
studies. Today the hostel no longer operates as complete 
secondary education is available in Malt, but Maldivians 
are now faced with options for study abroad in a variety of 
countries, either for short-term technical training or full 
university and professional studies. Scholarships are provided 
primarily by the Colombo Plan for Technical Assistance, 
the United Nations, and various friendly governments, 

The Ednomy 

The Maldives offered an important product for world trade 
during the time the Arab and Portuguese traders dominated 
the seas (10th-16th Centuries), and that was the cowrie 
shell, used as small currency in the conduct of business, 
In addition, fish, coconuts and coconut products, and tortoise 
shell were traded with the outside in return for rice, other 
food stuffs, and textiles. When coins replaced the cowrie in 
the 19th Century, the Maldives no longer played a key role 
in the changing world economy, and its local economy 
continued to function in the 20th Century the way it had for 
centuries before. The long-standing government control of 
imports and exports was shared with the trading community 
of Borah Indians that established itself in Malt in the mid-19th 
Century. Internally economic activity flowed primarily be. 
tween Malt and the islands, although a limitzd trade took 
place among islands or directly between islands and traders 
from other countries. Some islanders, particularly those in 
the south below the Huadhoo Channel, traded directly with 
India or Sri Lanka when the w#., )er was favorable for long-
distance sailing. But as trade became a more complex proce-
dure in this century, subject to much government scrutiny 
and regulation, the movemert of gcods by-passing Malb 
became less practical. The end of direct trading was keenly 
felt by the southerners who found it easier (to say nothing 
of more profitable) to get to Sri Lanka than Malt. During 
the 1960's the Indian traders were mostly replaced by Maldi-
vians as the government moved to keep the profits from trade 
in Maldivian rather than foreign hands. Today a limited 
number of islands have shops, and islanders for the most part 
depend on trips to Malt to provide them with the growing 
number of necessities not available locally, 

In the past ten years Maldivians have witnessed an explosion 
of economic activity around Malt. The airport on an island 
near by was renovated to allow jet traffic, and further expan
sion is currently underway so that the largest commercial 
carriers can service the Maldives. Through foreign, private 
means a worldwide communications link was established, 
stimulating the growth of trade. Many new shops opened 
handling goods such as housewares, tools, electronic equip
ment, wristwatches, medicines and cosmetics, as well as food 
and textiles. The lack of import duties made Malb a cheap 
place for Asian neighbors to shop, and many goods passed in 
and out of Male bound for resale in other markets. The rapid 
growth of the tourist industry and the increasing amount 
of foreign interest in the Maldives have been responsible 
for the development of many new ventures from ooultry 
farms to engine repair shops. Mechanized boats of all descrip
tions buzz in and out of the Mal& harbor and building con
struction is booming. 

While owning and operating a tourist resort is by far the 
most lucrative occupation, followed by importing and selling 
a growing number of items, fishing remains today as in earlier 
times the chief occupation of Maldivian men. The price of 
fish sold for export is government-regulated and having a 
very simple fishing technology, the Maldivian fisherman is 
quite poor. A project to mechanize the fishing boats has 
been underway for five years with the object of increasing
the catch of fish and the income of the fisherman, A host of 
problems that accompany mechanization, however, are yet 
to be solved before those objectives can be met. The major 
sources of revenue for the government are fishing, tourism, 
the sale of stamps, and various license and rental fees. The 
government-owned shipping line has been profitable in the 
past, but it is currently holding its earnings as a consolidation 
of the fleet is underway. New tourism taxes and a new import 
tax v,hich went into effect in early 1980 are intended to add 
to government coffers. Just under half of government expen
ditures are related to administration and infrastructure support 
while the allocations for social activities and economic expan
sion are growing. Government spending is heavily deficit 
financed at present, and foreign aid is received from avariety 
of Asian, Muslim and European countries, as well as the 
United Nations and the major international lending institu
tions. The country is heavily reliant on imports for many of 
its essential items such as food staples, fuel and building 
supplies, and foreign exchange is in constant demand. 

Social Structure 

The family has been in the past and is today the basic unit 
of Maldivian society, providing security in old age and a 
refuge during hard times. Maldivians have taken full advantage 
of the ease of marriage and divorce permitted by Islamic law 
(although polygamy is rare), and the resultant maze of rela
tionships among parents, children, in-laws and cousins is a 
complex one. Social stratification, minimal on the islands 
where wealth was the sole determinant of statuA, was found 
in Mali where the sultans and their families lived along with 
the several classes of Maldivian nobility. At different times 
in this century various customs were maintained and regula
tions written to enforce the social structure, such as needing 
a permit to wear shoes or a shirt, or to purchase a flashlight, 
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or to be allowed to study a foreign language.islanders At one timewere not allowed to build walls of coral 
have been made to extend the electoral process to the regionaroundtheir houses, but only of thatching made from coconut leave , 
level with the election of atoll chiefs and atoll advisory colas coral walls were the exclusive right of the Malb nob;',ty. 
mittees, but so far these experiments have not run smoothl,most likely due toPresumably these strictures did not really limit the Mr'divian 

the lack of education among the islan 
island population as they did not need or want, for 

population. 
part, shoes, flashlights, die mostor a foreign language. Th,,y did, how-ever, serve the purpose of allowing the Malb 

The Maldives has always been an independent Political entit"..pper classes tofeel that their higher status was clearly 
except for a brief 17 years when the Portuguese gained contrr:emonstrated

protected, and in the 16th Century (1558-1573). In 1887, the Maldiveagreed to become a protectorate of the British governmenToday these regulations are gone, ,nd allowing the Britishthe only overt form and foreign to take responsibility for its defensof social distance is found ;n the language relations while maintaining itselfof the nobility all intern.which uses special nouns, control and decision-making. The British establishedsuffixes, and forms of address, a staginStatus in Malt now derives primarily from wealth rather 
post during the Second World War in the southernmost atollthan family, although family Seen Atoll, and then duringties and connections are very the late 1950's converted oniimportant in determining of the Seen islands, Gan,the availability of opportunities. into a Royal Air Force post. Th,In Malb one's position with the government also 
terms of agreement for the use of Gan island were disputed bconfersstatus white education is important 
the Maldivian government and the British, and it wasto a lesser extent. On only irthe islands education, although 1965 that an agreement acceptable tj both sides was reached,it is much more basic than Ason Malb, part of that agreement the Britishnow plays a larger role in determining an individual's sovereignty of the Maldives, 

recognized the fullsocial standing and influence. A shift in the attitude toward and the Maldives was no longermoney has been noted a British protectorate.among Maldivians at all levels, and 
Today, Independence Day for theas Republicthe economy moves from barter of Maldives is celebrated on July 26, theto cash, money, quite ob- day inviously, becomes both necessary and desirable. New 

1965 when the final agreement between the two governmentswants was signed. Threeand needs are created years later,by the new economic activities, and on November 11, 1968 to beexact, the sultanate was set aside and the Republic of Maldivesfor the 
 first time sizable wealth is being amassed, effecting proclaimed,
the aspirations of all Maldivians. Attitudes toward class differences have also changed very quickly in recent years with The events ofremarkably little resistance on the part of the elite. This may 
a recent chapter of Maldivian history are stillclose to thosebe because the islands were virtually classless who were involved. During the late(the elite all 1950'sbeing in Malb), in the southand with the rapid growth (those four atolls below the Huadhoo Channel),in the country of population a set of circumstances prevailed that created great politicaland the increase of internal migration toMalb, the numbers unrest and eventually led to a three year attempt at successionof the elite were too small to maintaintheir clearcut distinction. The migration 

and the establishment of a new republic, known as the Suvato Male has meantmore educational opportunities for islanders who 
diva Republic. The south, because of its distance from Mal&come tolive with relatives and study. Social mobility is high, except 
and the natural barrier of the Channel, has always been relaat the very top. Although tively isolated from the rest of the country, so much so thatidentified himself with 

the Maldivian has traditionally the language spoken there differs enoughhis island (rather than his atoll), from the languagetoday many of the center and northislanders are claiming that the southerners and the otherof 
Mal& to avail themselves Maldivians cannotthe health and educational facilities and understand each others' dialect. At thisthe commerce the benefits of particular timeresulting from a concentrated population, toward the Male 

various southerners were feeling embitteredgovernment due to the restrictions on inde-
Political System and Recent Events pendent trading

duties for the 
with Sri Lanka, the payment of importboats. An additionalfirst time, andirritation a newly-levied taxwas on fishingFrom the time of the conversion of the Maldives to Islam in 

felt by those
the 12th Atoll following the in SeenCentury, government nation-wide standardization of the sizehad been carried out by the of the house compound. Traditionally, the fruit trees owned 
sultan or sultana and his o- her various advisors and ministers. outsidePolitical control of the compoundwas exercised through were taxed, buta system the compoundchiefs, island chiefs and 

of atoll was not a standard size,religious leaders all under the Malb 
and in Seen Atoll, bcause theresultanate, and was space enough, the averagethere was no need, compound wasas is true today, for any quite largestationary police force outside of 

compared to others throughout the country. When the regu-Mal&. A significant andfar-reaching change lation size was announced,in the old system of governing the Seen compound shrank andplace in 1932 when took suddenly a tax was due on property that for them had formerthe first constitution was written bya handful of men ly been untaxed. (These taxes havewho had been educated abroad. The Majlis since been abolished,although, as mentioned earlier, the import(Parliament) was taxestablished and elections were held 
has just been on re-instated.)Malb to choose representatives forattempt to establish Malb and the atolls. Ana republic in 1953 collapsed after onlyseven The dissatisfaction was transformedmonths, but in 1968 the sultanate was abolished once into a separatist movement under the leadershipand for all, and the chief leader of the country, the President, 1959. The British were 

of one man, Abdullah Afeef, inbecame subject to elections. The atoll population now elects 
also in the south, attempting to conits representatives to struct the RAF postthe Majlis and votes in spite offor the President Maldivian 

a lack of accord with thefollowing his nomination government, andby the Majlis. Various attempts their role in the "Suvadiva Rebellion" is the subject of much speculation. With a great 
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deal of personal hardship the rebellion was put to an end 
in 1962 by the Mal'e gov..rnment, and the Maldives sustained 
the first and only internal threat to its integrity, 

The British presence in the south did have some clearl,] un-
mistakable effects. Among the 2 were a major population 
shift to Seen as Maldivians sought jobs, an influx of a sizeable 
amount of money into the local economy %vh;chwas un-
prepared to absorb it, the provision of modern health care 
through the RAF hospit.i on Gan (later extended to a British-
financed hospital in Malb), and the taining of many Maldi-
vians in technical and service fields to service the RAF opera 

tion. The departure of the British from Gan in March, 1976, 
created a hardship from those who had become dependent 
on the RAF as an employer and provider of goods and services. 

Today, the Government of Maldiu.:s, feeling secure in its 
political control, has committed i elf to bettering the lives 
cf all Maldivians, including the .Jt," island population, and 
it has accepted responsibility fcr the welfare of its people. 
A wide range of activities has been initiated to improve fishing, 
health, and education, and the population must prepare to 
deal with the challenge: that will accompany this develop
ment 
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•.. AND ITS WOMEN 

Preparingbreadfruit &cleaning rice for lunch 

Picture her sitting on the freshly-swept ground in a corner
of the open compound shaded by a large breadfruit tree.
With her are a handful of other women - perhaps a friend,
a sister, a sister-in-law, and her mother  and they are picking
through the rice, grating the coconut, and grinding the spices
for the curry to be eaten later on in the day. A watchful 
eye is kept on the children who play near-by, although the 
yourg one is sitting on his mother's lap. She will hold himand carry him around constantly until he grows too big tobe held. She spent the day before searching in the inLreasingly-
thin forest for firewood for the week's cooking, and now she
stokes the ire in the dark little hut which is the kitchen to prepare a rare treat - a mid-morning cup of heavily sweetened 
tea. 

She crosses tie compound to the well from which drinking
and cooking water is taken. It is a circular, cement well about
8 feet deep, and she uses a r ontainer attached to a long stick 
as a dipper to draw the water. Her compound, surrounded
by a wall of thatched coconut leaves known as cadjan, ispleasant and tidy. Scattered about close to the wall are some
chilli plants, manioc, pumpkin and papaya trees which s;'e 
tends. In addition to the kitchei the compound includes 
a small three room 
well 

house and a spacious area with anothersectioned off for bathing and nersonal needs. All the 

structures are made 
 from the cadjan mats tied to wooden

frames, although next to the house a room 
 whose walls are

pieces of mortared coral is under construction. When time

and resources permit, the men in 
 her family work on this 
room which is the beginning of a coral house, a more per-

manent and stable structure than the 
coconut leaf construc-

tion, although more expensive -o build. They are hoping

to be ahle 
 to buy tin sheets for roofing material for the new
house to avoid the tiresome task of replacing the cadjan
roof every two years. The present house has a wide overhang

covering a large wooden swing in continual motion during
the day and used as a bed at night. The rooms inside are
sparsely furnished with a table, a few chairs, several cots,and a large wooden platform on which meals are taken and
the children sleep. The floor is sand, there are no windows,
and it is cooler inside than out. 

With the preparations for lunch complete, she now goes to a
pleasant spot on the beach where some men and women 
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have gathered to carry out their work. A V-shaped cadjan 
roof coming down to four feet above the ground protects
the boat-builder and his wood from the sun. Finding shadeunder the coconut palms that cover the area, women are 
pounding the soaked coconut husk for the making of coir rope and sewing the coconut leaf together to make cadjan.Much discussion is taking place about the goings-on on theisland, what the neighbors are doing, and how the fishing
is, and she sits down to join the talk. As little as five years
ago, her morning would have been spent in the process of
smoking and drying fish, a task that traditionally falls to
the woman, but this task is no longer being carried out. 
She and *he other women lost an important role in the economy of their island when the mechanization of fishingboats made possible the sale of fresh fish direct from the 
boats to collecting vesselsThe cash that her husband travelling throughout the atolls.now brings back from a day's 
fishing is only a partial substitute for the value of the dried 
fish which could be so!J for export, traded for goods or
services, or eaten if necessary. Her family has not experienced
an increase iii living standard under this new system, in fact
fish is now scarce on the island and the tasty and nutritious 
by-products from the fish are no longer being made. She
would like to do something to earn more income to meet
her family's needs, but she doesn't know what she can do. 

She hopes that her children will have more opportunities
than she has had, opportunities she feels will come about
only if they are well educated. The limited educational facili
ties on the island are discouraging, but she sees that herchildren study ,'eligion, arithmetic, and reading and writing
in their language, Dhivehi. Her children are wanted, well 
loved, and meticulously cared for by all members of thefamily, and she hopes her children will love her as much
when she gets old. She married at an early age and shares
the major responsibilities of family life with her husband.
If she is like most of the women on her island, she will have 
more than one marriage partner in her life and may marry
some of her husbands more than once. Divorces are rarely
bitter affairs and relatives remain close in spite of such separa
tions. 

She practices her religion, usually in the privacy of her home,

and the major social events 
 on the island will be religious
celebrations involving recitations of the life of the Prophet
Mohamed and feasting. In other forms of entertainment 
she is generally an observer, watching the men and boys
play drums, sing and dance or watching the younger girls

dance and sing beating 
out a rhythm with colourful items

made from paper and wood or their metal 
 water-fetching
 
pots. Should visitors come 
to her island, she takes pleasure
in offering what she andcan taking care of their needs asfar as possible. Her world is her island and she has traveled
little, if at all, from her home. There is no reason for her 
to travel, and it is the men who have learned to negotiate
the dangerous reefs, weather the sudden fierce storms,
and spend long days 'travelling in order to get to Male to
purchase those items not available on island.the Among
those items are rice, sugar, flour, kerosene for small night
lights, cloth for making clothes, rubber sandals, and perhapssome medicine. If a family member fails sick, she will seek
whatever help she can get, whether it be drugs through the 



health center located on another island in her atoll, the pre-
parations of the local herbal doctor, or the influences of 
the traditional island charmer, 

She is a strong individual, and while she may conform to 
the fashions and ways of doing things on the island, she 
tends to face her problems and struggles separate from others 

whose concerns are the same. Those concerns center on her 
children and other family members and how she can best 
provide for them. In all that she does, her sense of humour 
about herself and her island society is frequently d~splayed 
helping her through the hard times and supporting the good 
times. While she feels the need for some changes and would 
herself like to learn more and do more, she derives satisfaction 
and enjoyment from the life she is presently leading. 
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SURVEY PREPARATION
 
Following discussions with government officials to determinewhat kind of information they would like to obtain from thesurvey, the following research design was developed to guidethe project. 

Research Design - Survey of Island Women 
Purpose of Survey - To obtain data on the 	lives of islandwomen, their needs, their skills, and their attitudes towardchange upon which to plan programs that will allow womento 	 contribute to the 	economic and social development of
their communities, with particular emphasis on the fields 
of health and income generation. 

Research Problems to be Analyzed - These are the specific
questions the survey was designed to answer.1.) 	 How can women and their families be characterized

in terms of children; marriage; decision-making patterns;economic status (i.e., income, expenditure, property);and health? 

2.) How do women 
spend their time and what skills do they

have?
3.) What channels of communication do 	 women use (i.e.who are their teachers and who advises them)?
4.) What do women 
 perceive as problems, and in which areas would they like to see change?
5.) Do men's answers differ in any significant way fromwomen's answers when they are asked the same questionsabout themseives? 
6.) What resources are available on the islands surveyed thatmight be used in a development project? 

Types of Data to be Sought1.) 	 Responses of women (80% of those interviewed) and
(20% of those interviewed)men 	 to the first four research 

problems mentioned above.2.) 	 List of human and physical resources on 	 the islands
surveyed. 


3.) Opinions of members 
 of the GOM, international agency
personnel, and other informed parties.
4.) Background information on 
 the Maldives published by
the GOM and international agencies, as well as any otherdescriptive data available concerning the population andthe islands. 

Methods of Obtaining Data 
1.) 	 Survey of adult women2.) 	 Group discussion with women respondents
3.) 	 Survey of adult men 
4.) 	 Island resource survey with island chief5.) 	 Observation 
6.) 	 Discussions with GOM officials, interniononal agency

personnel, and others 
7.) Review of all available publications concerning the Mal-

dives. 
The major data-gathering instrument, the women's question-naire, was then dwveloped, posing both attitude and descrip-tive questions to address the first four research problems,Two major assumptions were made to facilitate the question.naire design. The first is that the women would be married, 
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which turned out to be true for 	86.25% of the respondents(100% of the women had been married at one time), andthe 	second is that the women would have children, true for96.67% of the respondents. After severa' drafts and English-
Dhivehi and Dhivehi-English translations,questionnaire was 	 the women'scompleted and pre-tested in six nterviews 
on two islands in the South Mal6 atoll. Following revisionsit was then published in Dhivehi and served as the basis fordeveloping the men's questionnaire. The ihand resourcesurvey was designed, and all this activity was accompaniedby discussions with those that had an interest in the project
and a literature search. 

S31mpling Procedure 

The choice of islands on which the interviews were to takeplace was made through a procedure of stratified sampleselection which assured that the variety of conditions presentamong Maldivian islands would be represented in the survey.This procedure involved the five following steps. 

1.) 	 All inhabited islands outside of the Malb atoll with theexception of Fua Mulaku and Seenu Atoll (for reasonsexplained below) were categorized according to 	 themajor occupatinn practiced or the 	island. In the Maldivesthe major occupational category is fishing. Agricultureis the second most important occupation, although thenumber of farmers is small. Using data available fromthe 1974 Census, two percentages were determined, onecomparing the number of male fishermen to the total 
male population, and the other comparing the numberof male and female farmers to theAfter 	 total population.calculating the difference of the two percentages,
each island was placed in acategory as follows: 

a. solely fishing -- the difference was greater than 25%with the higher value for fishermen. 
b. mostly fishing - the difference fell between 13% and

25% with the higher value for fishermen. c. equal fishing and agriculture - the difference was 
12% or less.

d. mostly agriculture - the difference fell between 13%farmers.and 25% with the higher value for male and female 

e. solely agriculture - the difference was greater than 25%
with the higher value for male 
 and female farmers. 

The island of Fua Mulaku (Gnaviyani Atoll) was put ina category of its own as it was determined to be a geographically unique island due to its large size, isolation
from other islands, lack of a protective reef, and high
agricultural productivity. The inhabited islands of Seen
Atoll were 
 also placed in a separate category due to the
 
special economic and social
the 	British Royal Air effects of the presence of 
to 1976. Force on Gan island from 1959The islands in the five fishing/agriculture categories were then subcategorized according to their locationin the north (everything above Mali Atoll), the center(south of Mal& Atoll to the Huadhoo Channel), or thesouth (everything below the Huadhoo Channel). 



2.) 	 Next a decision was made concerning the number of 
interviews that could be conducted (600), and the number 
of islands that could be visited (40), given the available 
resources for carrying out the survey and the time con-
straints. 80% of the interviews (480) were planned for 
women, and 20% (120) for men. The age of 20 and 
above was chosen for the respondents to ensure that 
the questions would be asked of adults. 

3.) 	 The population living in each of the total of seven cate-
gories was then determined using the 1977 Census Report. 

4.) 	 Then for each category a proportionate number of inter-
views and islands was figured based on the percentage 
of population in that category. 

5.) 	 Finally, using a table of random numbers and the method 
of cumulated totals of island population in e&ch category, 
the islands were randomly selected, 

The choice of households from which the respondents came 
was made using the 1977 Census Houselist, which is a record 
of every house on each inhabited island, and the table of 
random numbers. The choice of respondent within a house-

hold was done on the spot, with the sole criteria being that 
the woman or man to be interviewed be 20 yea'rs old or above. 
Each interviewer was instructed to get an equal number of 
interviews in each of seven pre-determined age categories. 

Project Staff and Training 

The project staff consisted of young women and men most 
of whom were either students or in the government service. 
There was a total of fifteen different interviewers, and each 
team had some people with training in the health field, either 
as Community Health Workers, Nurses' Aids, or Field Workers 
in the area of communicable diseases. Their training consisted 
of an orientation to the background and purpose of the 
survey, a thorough study of the questionnaire itself which 
included practice interviews, a discussion of how to conduct 
a good interview and the various factors influencing the 
quality of the interview, and a discussion of the possible 
problems that one might encounter while interviewing. The 
women who served as clerks handling the data tabulation 
once the questionnaires were completed also received training 
in how to fill out the questionnaires and how the information 
codes werc constructed, as well as the background and purpose 
of the project. 
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SURVEY IMPLEMENTATION
 
A typical day in the field began with the interviews in themorning. Each In between the survey activities, theresurvey team member conducted three or four was time for meals
interviews, each ranging from 45 minutes to an hour and 

often morning and afternoon tea, walks around the islandsahalf in length. At the end of the morning, the women respon-
relaxation, and music and entertainment at nightime. Accommodations for the teamdents came were providedtogether for a group discussion on some of the on the islands either 

questions and to hear how they had answered those questions 
in the homes of some of the local population or in the island 

during the interviews. The interview of the island chief general-
office or atoll office (if the team was on the capital island ofthe atoll). Meals were prepared for the team with food broughtly took place during this time. The afternoons were taken with from Mal'e, supplemented by fish, eggs, andtravel to the next island and working out the interview sche- fruit purchasedon the islands. Transportdule and food and accommodations was handled by chartered boatson the new island. In having eating and sleeping facilities.the evenings, the questionnaires were reviewed and checkedby the interviewers. Modifications of this schedule were madefrom time to time due Four separate trips were required to coverto the weather or an unusually large 40 islands and.interview 600 people. The details of each trip are listed below,distance between islands or some other contingency, followed by maps showing the atolls and islands visited. 

Trip #1
 
Dates: 2 May 26 May,
- 1979 Islands surveyed:
Boat: Sea Mar k Gnaviyani Atoll - Fua Mulaku
Interviewers: Aishath Abdu!lah Seen Atoll FeydhooKhadeeja Ahrnud Hithadhoo 

Zribaida Ali HulhudhooAminath Gafoor Maradhoo 
Zahida Ibrahim Maradhoo-Feydhoo 
Ahmed Saleem Gaaf-Alif Atoll -- Gemanifushi 

Gaaf-Dhaal Atoll - Fares 

Fioree 
Gadhdhoo
 
Th inadhoo 

Laam Atoll -- Maabaidhoo 

Trip #2
 
Dates: 22 June 
- 1 July, 1979 Islands surveyed:Boat: Golden Ray Baa Atoll - DhonfanuInterviewem: Zubaida Ali Eydatushi 

Zahida Ibrahim GoidhooFareeda Moosa Kendhoo
 
Aminath Rasheeda Raa Atoll - lguraidhoo
Zahidu Ibrahim Maakurathu 

Meedhoo
 
Laviyani Atoll - Hinawaru 

Trip #3
 
Dates: 9 July 
- 21 July, 1979 Islands surveyed:Boat: Alibabi7 Meem Atoll - NaalaafushiInterviewers: Zubaida Ali Kolhufushi

Zahida Ibrahim Thaa Atoll - Guraidhoo
Fareeda Moosa Dhaal Atoll - BadhidhooFaaquiru Ibrahim Alif Atoll -- Hangnaameedhoo 

Himandhoo
 
Mandhoo 
Thodhoo
 

Dates: 10 July - 23 July, 1979 Islands surveyed:Boat: Sinbad Haa-Alif Atoll - BaarahInterviewers: Aishath Abdullah Huvarafushi
Hawwa Faiz Haa-Dhaal Atoll -- Kulhudufushi
Khadeeja Ibrahim Kumundhoo
Hafsa Saeed MaavaidhooHassan Habeeb Nellaidhoo 

Nolhivaramu 
Shaviyani Atoll - Maakadhodhoo 
Noon Atoll - Holhudhoo 

Miladhoo
 
Velidhoo
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Timetable of Survey Activities 

Consultant orientation to 
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FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN REVIEWING THE DATA
 

1.) Nature of the survey - The information gathered toucheda broad range of topics and did not go into depth in anyparticular area. The decision to concentrate on breadth ratherthan depth was made due to the lack of data on any of the 
topics. The information presented can thus provide a starting
point for studies in further detail and can be seen as providinga general picture of the life and environment of women
the islands. on 

2.) Context in which the study took place - The surveyproject was operating in an environment in which statistical
undertakings are not andusual the usefulness of statisticaldata is only beginning to be appreciated. The result is a lackof sufficient data available even for planning a survey. An 
additional constraint was the limited personnel withledge of the conditions on the islands a know-

Dr the expertisenecessary to plan and implement such a project. 

3.) Questionnaire design - Again due to the lack of pre-existing data, the results of the questionnaire could not bewell anticipated and no hypotheses were made. The targetpopulation is not accustomed to attitude and opinion ques-tions, yet such questions were attempted as such informationis very important to achieve the purpose of the survey. Ques-

tions dealing 
 with broad concepts such as diet, occupation
and income had to be very simply put so that the respondents

might be able to answer them. Some theof data sought,

such as those on family planning, food eaten, 
 or hours spent
on various activities, are better gathered through indirect
 
means or observation than
observation direct questioning. As extendedwas not possible within the time frame of thesurvey, data on topics such as these must be evaluated accor-dingly. 

4.) Sample selection - One sample was used to cover thewhole range of questions, and it is recognized that the samplemay be inadequate to obtain highly reliable results in any
given area. The sole source of data suitable for use in designing 

the sample was the 1974 Census which itself has severe limitations. The 1977 Census figures were not available to assisiin the sample design, although the random selection of house.holds to be interviewed was made from the 1977 Census 
Houselist. 

5.) Interviewers - As there existed a very limited group ofpeople both available and capable of doing the interviewing, 
no selection was possible. Their training was abbreviated dueto last minu,,p changes in personnel and the very limited timebetween their assignment to the survey team and the beginning
of the survey. An additional factor operating on the interviewers was a lacl. of familiarity with this type of work whichsometimes resulted in a casual attitude toward the assignment. 

6.) Field Experience - Travelling conditions were rigorouswith numerous transfers from one boat to another, rain,
heat, bedbugs, mosquitoes, and occasional sickness. The surveywas extremely fortunate not to have had problems withweather that would have impeded the constant travelling.The interviewing went smoothly and the respondents werealways very cooperative, although it wa; difficult to isolatethem from other interested parties while the interview wastaking place. Not surprisingly, on-the-spot translation wasfound by the survey coordinator to be unsatisfactory forpicking up on the tone and subleties of comments madeduring the group discussions and in chats with people on the 

island. 

7.) Analysis - The data tabulationand the clerical was done manually,staff suffered from a degree of turn-over.The inability to anticipate the results led to many revisions
of work done during the course of the tabulation and analysis, 
while the limited time available to do the analysis preventeda determination of the level of accuracy of the data analysis.
The data presented in the tables have not been exhausted inthe discussion of the tables, and further study could be made 
of them. 
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Summary of Findings 

This section presents a summary of the research findings in - More than 60% can be conside;ed literate, although onlythe form of answers to the questions that were posed in thesurvey design. 7.5% were Judged to read at a "very good" level.
20% of the women are solely responsible for teaching 

1. their childrenHow can women and to read and write, and another one-third teachtheir families be characterized in them in combination with another relative or instructor.terms of children; marriage; decision-making patterns;economic status (i.e., income, expenditure, and property); c.) What are the decision-making patterns within the family?and health? 
Two thirds of the women claim to be involved either 

singlya.) What is the history and current status of childbearing, 
or with their husbands in making major family decisionsat.%(;it their children's education and the disposition of incomeS;-.-;riage, and family? 

- The and property.average size of the household is six, and 80% of the - Responsibility for procuring food andhousehold occupants other items forare members of the nuclear family, household use and for providing for the sick and elderly fallsThe majority of all occupants are children, while only 2% primarily with the husband, while theare parents of the women interviewed. O;der women 
care of children is thetend to major responsibility of the womanlive with fewer relatives and oie that is enjoyed.other than spouse and children than - Children have few expectations placedyounger women, upon them while

they are - All women marry, half of them at the age of 15 or below, 
young. Personal care from the daughters and money

or what it can buy from the sons would be the hope of theThe age at first marriage is not later for younger women than aging parent.
older, but women of all ages would generally like their daughters to marry later than they did. The average woman has four 
 d.) What is the economic situation inmarriages, three of them by the age terms of income,of 30. She will have had expenditure, and property?three different husbands and will have married one of those _ Only one-third of the earndhusbands twice. Children women any monthly inare always well cared for in spite come, although almost two-thirds are engaged in some kind
of these transitions. 

- The average number of children born alive to of activity that might bring in money.
a woman quently practiced activity The single most-fre.is rope making whichis six, four of whom are presently living. The figures compri- engages

one-quarter of the women. Women make a very small corri.sing the number of live births for all ages include an averageof seven for women in the 35-44 
bution to the family income. age group. The claim on - On the average, women reported a combined wifewomen's time and energy " can be easily accounted for as a husband income earned in one month of 102 rupees. Half ofresult. It is interesting that the average numberpreferred by women and men of children the combined incomes wereof all ages is between three 58 rupees or less for one month,and 24% had no earnings at all.and four, suggesting that family planning, were 

Men reported higher incomesit made avail- than the women, and a reasonable average for the cortibinedable, would be accepted. Younger women are showing more wife and husband income earned in a month might be 120live births and more living children than older women, a trendthat car be explained by generally improving 
health condi- - The largest single occupation of the husbands is fishing,
tions. When asked what kind of life they would like for their done by 46.38%.children, 45% said they would like the children to be educated. - The average expenditure on food par occupant per week 
is 5 rupees. The average family of 6 which earned 120 rupees
in a month therefore spends its entire income on food. There
is a slight tendency to spend more on food as income rises. 
- Houses are owned by 27% of the women, trees by 32% 
and boats and sewing machines by 5%. 
- 11% of the women have borrowed money, mostly for 
buying food. 

Se.) What are the diets consumed and illnesses experienced? 
- Almost all women have two main meals a day, with only 

, 7%skipping either lunch or dinner. 
-Some children of Fuo Mulohu 

There is little variety in the diet with a strong preferencefor rice, all of which must be imported. Half of the women 
b.) eat rice at lunch and almost two-thirds eat it at dinner, withWhat is the level of education and literacy? small amounts of fish accompanying the rice in- Education is very basic one form oron the islands, consisting mostly another. Other foods eaten include boiled, starchy vegetables.of religious studies, Dhivehi, and arithmetic. Almost nine out Fruit is not a major.component of the diet.of ten have attended some form of educational institution
offering studies at the primary level 

- Half of the women feel they have enough food for theiror below, and hardly families, but only 40% are fully satisfied with the types ofany have studied further, food they consume. 
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- In well over one-third of the families, fever is experienced 
in any given month, and 20% of the families report diarrhea 
in a month. For all ailments drugs are thc most commonly-
used treatment. 
-- Women claimed that of those children who died under 
5 years old, 37% died from fever and 18% from diarrhea or 
diarrhea combined with vomiting, 
I1. Hew do women spend their time and what skills do th.' 

have? 
-	 Half of the women spend three hours or less on hous-!-,,d 
duties such as cooking and washing clothes. Of the approxi-
mately two-thirds who engage in other activities, half spent 
3-4 days a week or less on those activities, 
-	 Few women have skills outside of those required to run 
a household and rope making, cadjan weaving or simple 
farming. The skill most widely known is sewing, claimed by 
20% of the women. 

-a 	 The traditional island-based practices such as charming 
and the use of local medicine are rarely carried out by women,
and even midwives are in short supply, 

-_ A majority of women would lik to learn new skills and 
would be willing to have some trainincwr 

Ill. 	What channels of communicatioa do women use, i.e. who 
are their teachers and who advises them? 

- The teachers of the skills women know are found among 
friends, family, and professionals. 
- Relatives and parents are mainly sought for advice on 
problems. 
- Less than one-quarter listen to the radio on aregular basis. 
- A majority of women feels they know some women 
whom they consider leaders on their island, and the quality 
that is most likely to put those women in leadership positions 
is their education. 
IV. 	 What do women perceive as problems and in which 

areas would they like to see change?
arThewoul frenth y-etoned n e o-

- The most frequently-mentioned problem on the island 
is poor fishing which can be understood as an indirect state-
ment about wishing to have more money. When fishing pro-
blems are combined with expressions of other rroblems, 
limitec' earnings is clearly the largest difficulty facing the women. 
won.E-
-	 Edu ca tio n fo r the ch ild re n an d su ff icie n t fo o d a re a lsomentone as ajo prblem, ad woen oul firt send 

mentioned as major problems, and women would first spend 
any additional money earned in these areas. Women would 
like to iave more schools, and better functioning ones, on 
their island, and they would like to be able to purchase more 
of the staples of the Maldivian diet - rice, sugar, and flour, 
- Nearly all women would like to have the opportunity 
to earn more money, and they do not feel they are paid 
reasonable prices for the items they now produce. Inaddition 
they do not feel they have adequate access to the raw mateourial necssaythir wrkexpressedtocary

rial necssay tocaryou thir wrk.problems 
- Two-thirds of the women feel the com-nunity is respon
sible for development of the island, but most feel the need for 
assistance from the government. They would like to see 
disputes on the island more easily settled so their communities 
could function more smoothly. 

V. 	 Do men's answers differ in any significant way from 
women's answers when they are asked the same questions 
about themselves? 

- A higher percentage of men would prefer to have more 
sons than daughters or equal numbers oi both. Men are not 
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as involved as women in teaching children to read dnd write 
at home, although most schoolteachers and kiavaage instruc
tors are men. 
- Men do not report that major family responsibilities 
and decisions are shared to the same extent as women. They 
are more likely to feel that responsibilities for other family 
members and important decisions are theirs alone to handle. 
- The age at first marriage for men is strikingly higher than 
for women, with 62% marrying at the age of 20 or above. A 
larger percentage of men favors later marriages for their 
daughters. 
- Men report higher earnings, more ownership of property, 
and more borrowing for themselves than the women report 
for their husbands. Likewise the men claim lower figures for 
their wives in all these areas than the women claim for them
selves. 
- More problems related to fishing are cited by men than by 
women is the most important problem facing the island. 
Man also have a higher expectation of government assistance 
in overcoming some of the difficulties than the women have. 

Men intend to maintain control over their families, but 
at the same time they would like to see their wives do moren ices hireinns
work and increase their eamnings. 
VI. 	 What resources are available on the islands surveyed that 

miht i-e used in a development project? 
- Some slands are good fishing islands, others not. Any 
project dealing with the processing of fish or fish by-products 
would have to be very carefully located. 
- While the scarcity of uncontaminated water is a problem, 
all islands have water available from shallow wells. This is an 
asset from an agricultural point of view. Available land on 

ant itns is takingle . It smat 
amount of intnsive cultivation istaking place. Itseems that
 
th? 	 potential varietybigflyepotd of tropical fruits and vegetables is not 
being fully exploited. 

The availability of transport varies from island to island. 
Some islands enjoy frequent contact with Male and other 
iislands, while others do not.
 
- Mat weaving, a craft practiced primarily by women, is
 
known on more than half of the islands but is not widely
 
practiced at present.

rcie tpeet
 

Every island visited had at least one radio, although lesst a n - u r e f t e w m n l s e o t e r d o o e u athan one-quarter of the women listen to the radio on a regular 
basis. The island offices, however, are in daily contact with 
the atoll offices, which in turn are in contact with Mal6. 
- There is a health center in each atoll, and some islands 
have trained health workers. The government is assisting 
schools of the traditonal types while working with UNESCO 
and UNICEF to make available more broadly-based primary
 

education. There are few local clubs or organizations. 
- The main resources are the human ones, and the people 

a great willingness to work to overcome their 
if they could find help to get started. 

Small house builtof coral & cadjan 



DISCUSSION OF WOMEN'S TABLES
 
In this section, comments are made on the data presenc'ed
in the women's tables. The interpretation of the tables in-
cludes comparative figures derived from the analysis of the
120 interviews with men. Where there are no significant 
ditffrences, the man's responses are not reported. 

I. Household Composition 

Teble 2 -. The average (mean) household size is 6.47. 50%

of the women belong to a household of 6 occupants (median
point is 5.57) or less, while 16.69% live in households of
10 or more. More women (17.29%) live in households with
5 occupants than in household. of any other size. Household 
sizes are rather evenly distributed (see Figure A below),
and the size of the household is in general smaller than might
be expocted. It is significantly larger on Male where the
population density is much higher. Clearly th. availability
of space is a factor in determiningis a whether the householdnuclear or extended family. Where there is space (andmoney enough, the nuclear family unit ispreferred, 

Tables 3 & 4 - 80.28% of all respondents are members of

the nuclear 
 family, that is wife, husband and children. Chil-

dren comprise 53.42% of all occupants, and a high percentage

of women, 93.96%, are living with 
 one or more of their
children. 13.70% of the children are married, and over one-
half of the married children are 29 years old or under, while
one-third are between 30 and 39. The younger married chil-
dren are most likely living with their mothers while awaiting
the opportunity to move into homes of their own, while the
old'er married children may be offering a home to their
mothers during their older years or in between marrizges. 

Parents, however, form a surprisingly small portion of thehousehold occupants, 1.98%, and they are distributed among
10% of the women. On the other hand, almost double thenumber of women (18.13%) are living with in-laws. More of 
the in-laws are married than not, while over two-thirds of the 

siblings living with the arewomen not married. The pictur
that emerges from a study of the ages of the occupants shows
that younger women are more likely to be living with relatives
other than spouse and children than older ones. 

II. Children 
Table 5 - Half of the women have given birth to 6 or less
live children, compared to half who currently have 4 or less
living children. The section on Diet and Health summarizes 
the reasons given by the women for the deaths of their chil
dren under 5 years. The high fertility of Maldivian women
(almost the fecundity level) is indicated by the 27.29% who
have had 8 or more live births. 6.88% have 8 or more children
living. Deaths of women in childbirth and physical complica
tions resulting from frequent deliveries explain in part the
low percentage of females (48%) in the total population.
Table 6 -- The figures from Table 5 looked at from a differentviewpoint show that the average (mean) number of livingchildren perdren women is 3.99, and the average number of chilborn alive is 5.73. Those who are reaching the end oftheir fertile years, the age groups 35-39 and 40-44, reached
 
an average number of 7 live 
 births, while the averages of

living children for those groups are 5.40 and 4.43 respectively.

Women 45 and over did not have as many live births, and 
one might infer that generally improving health conoitions 
in recent years explain the increase for younger women.
The preference for a given number of children was explored
by asking about the "best number of children for a woman 
to bring up." In posing the question, care was taken to get
the response for the number of children one can easily bring
up within the existing physical and social constraints. The 
question does not include solely the woman's own children,
but it also covers the step-children for which she beresponsible. The average number of children preferred,may3.38,
is snialle than anticipated, and it is remarkably consistent 
for all ages of both women and men. 
Tables 7 & 8 - For a Maldivian it may not be surprising 
to note that the preferences expressed by the women for 

Figure A - Number of Occupants per Household 
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more sons (28.33%) or more daughters (21.67%) are rather 
close. A plurality (36.46%) prefer equal distribution of sexes 
among their children. The male respondents did, however, 
favor boys (41.67%) over girls (20.00%). As there is neither 
bride price nor dowry, the sex of a child does not affect 
family finances. Where girls are preferred it is generally for 
social benefits such as helping around the house and caring 
for the parents, and boys are preferred for the potential 
economic benefits of providing for the family. 
Table 9 - Family planning practices are still new to the atoll 
life, and only 6.46% of the women said they had even consi-
dered not having any additional children. The difference 
between the preferred number of children and the number 
they actually bear and bring up, however, suggests that atti-
tudes toward the control of family size need to be more 
thoroughly explored. Only 3.33% indicated that they have 
attempted to control their number of children. 
Table 10 - A study of the number of living children per 
100 live births reveals some interesting variations by region 
and by age. There are 69.80 living childen per 100 live births 
from the women interviewed of all ages throughout the 
country. In this table the increase in number of children 
living per 100 live births for younger women is quite clearly 
shown. It is conceivable that Region C's higher performance 
(except the 40-44 age group) is due to the constant avail-
ability of local food in the form of taro which is widely 
grown throughout the south but not commonly found in 
the rest of the country. The reasons for the sharp drop for 
ages 40-44 for that region (and to a lesser extent in Region 
B) for" the number of children living per 100 live births are 
unknown. Nutrition may also be a factor as larger quantities 
of fruit, especially bananas, are grown and consumed in the 
south than in the north and central sections. To determine 
whetlhr there was any improvement in health related to the 
number of living children resulting from the RAF hospital 
in Gan, the numbers for Seen and Fua Mulaku were studied 
separately. Those figures show that the rate of increase of 
living children per 100 live births for women 34 and below 
is greater for those two atolls than for the whole of Region 
C arid the rest of the country. While Region C shows more 
favorable figures all along, the differences increased after the 
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hospital was put into operation in the early 1960's. Islands 
from Gaaf-Dhaal Atoll servicing Seen also benefitted from the 
medical facilities and further explain the higher Region C 
figures. One can conclude that the presence of the RAF 
hospital on Gan contributed greatly to this increase as women 
took advantage of the medical care made available to them and 
their children. The difference between Region C and the 
rest of the country increased until the health services available 
to the entire country became more significant. 
Table 11 - Women on the whole do not give much thought 
to the futures of their children as it is generally assumed 
that the children will have much the same life as the parents 
have had when they grown up. A hope for something better 
was expressed when asked about the aspirations they have 
for their children. 44.58% cited education for their daugh. 
ters, 45.62% for their sons. More women (16.46%) mentioned 
a specified occupation for boys while only 4.58% mentioned 
an occupation for their daughters. 

II1. Family Responsibilities 
Tables 12 & 13 - The average number of hours a day spent 
on household duties is 4, broken down into two hours on 
cooking and one hour each on sweeping and washing clothes. 
There is no significant variation by age. We can conclude that 
women have sufficient time for other activities provided that 
alternative arrangements can be made for the care of their 
children. It is the care of infants and young children rather 
than the household duties of cooking, washing and sweeping 
that make the major demands on women. Children are looked 
after all day, and women could not quantify the time they 
spend in this activity. Any new activities introduced for 
women must take into account the current childcare patterns 
of women. 
Table 14" - The difference in opinion between men and 
women on the distribution of responsibility for children 
is striking. Men favor men to a greater extent than women 
favor women, probably because of their legal responsibility 
for children and social expectations that the husband have 
a greater say in matters concerning children. Figure B below 
compares the responses of men and women to the specific 
questions. 
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Table 15 - More than half of the women (55.82%) report
that their children make some form of contribution to the
running of the family, generally in the areas of sweeping,
cooking, washing clothes and looking after other children,
It can be said that children do not bear major family res-
ponsibilities. Children do contribute money to some exten: 
as reported by 26.08% of the women. As those onlyare 
women old enough to have income-earning children, presum-
ably a larger percentage will get money from their children
during their lifetimes. 
Table 16 - In terms of family responsibilities, husbands 
clearly have the major duty of procuring food and otheritems needed to run the household. Men have traditionally
been the procurers of household goods and only 9.58% of
the women claim that responsibility for themselves. Primary
responsibility for caring for the sick and elderly falls slightly 
more heavily on the husbands (45.21%) than on the women
(33.33%), in the opinion of the women. Husbands are general-
ly expected to provide the means for caring for the sick or
elderly family members while it i.; likely that the women
actually carry out the physical care. Major family decisions 
concerning the disposition of husbands' earnings and property
bought and sold (such as sewing machines and boats) are
felt to be roughly evenly distributed among wives, husbands,
and wives and husbands together by the women. The men
interviewed do not perceive the same distribution of family
responsibilities and decisions, and far larger percentages
claimed the sole responsibilities of procuring food and caring
for the sick. Men consider only 33.43% of their wives involved
in decisions about spending their earnings, while 65.46% 
of the women claimed they have a say. It is again possihle
that the social image of a husband is such that he does notrecognize his wife's contributions to the fulfillment of these
kinds of responsibilities. Alternatively, women could be
claiming more involvement than they actually have. 

IV. Education and Literacy 
Table 17 - Although 88.54% of the women have attended 

some form 
 of educational institution, this does not reflect 
an educated population. The high literacy rate (61.67%)
among women is sole
the outcome of school attendancebecause the level of studies is very basic. The traditional
curriculum of the madhrasaa includes reading of the Koran 
and Arabic script, religious practices, arithmetic, and Dhivehi.

The makthab curriculum is similar although likely to be 
 at 
a more elementary level. Likewise the kiavaage curriculum
is the same although the range and level of subjects varies 
according to the abilities of the instructor. Some islandshave developed high-standard institutions compared to other
islands, but they are the exception rather than the rule. 
Since the characteristics of the madhrasaa and the makthab 
are close, many inrtitutions will choose to call themselves
madhrasaa, thereby explaining the higher percentage of
madhrasaa attendance (52.92%) over makthab attendance
(5.41%). 

School attendance generally increased for younger women 
with sharp jump in the 35-39 age group overs the 40-44 

group. This can be explained by the special interest in pr,
moting education in the atolls shown by the governmer
around 1950. School attendance ii slightly greater for mal
respondents (95.83%), but more women have attended thmadhrasaa than men. As the madhrasaa is a younger an,
preferred institution, it can be concluded that there is
tendency for males to decrease their school attendance a 
present. That younger men are attending school less an,
attaining lower levels of literacy than older men is perhap
due to economic pressures and opportunities which havi
encouraged young men to enter the job market sooner thar 
before. 
Table 18 - Of the 61.67% judged to be literate, only 7.500A 
are considered to read the Dhivehi script at a "very good'
leve!. Younger women are more literate than older onesperhaps reflecting the relative closeness of their school ex 
perience and their involvement in teaching their childrer 
to read and write. The total of those reading at a "satisfac
tory" level and a "very good" level is 41.04%. The men
showed an overall higher literacy level (89.16%), but only
5.33% were judged to read ery well and 44.16% satisfactorily.
Table 19 - The task for developing literacy among children
is shared by the woman with a teacher or relati,' in 33.34%
of the cases. 20.62% of the women teach their children to read
and write by themselves. The children of 58.11% of the 
women are taught reading and writing at one or more of the
traditional islands schools, although in half of these situations
the woman either assists or guides the learning of her -hildren 
as well. A very small percentage, only 2.91%, said no one 
was teaching the children to read and write. The involvement 
of the woman in teaching her child will vary with the availabi
lity and quality of schools on her island.
Table 20 - Efforts have been made by the government to
provide non-formal education through the use of radio.
Although all islands represented in the survey have at least 
one radio, listening is not widespread. 21.25% of the womenlisten to the radio on a daily basis, only slightly exceeded by
the men (28.33%). 

V. Marriage Patterns
 
Table 21 - All women by the age of 
 20 have married at
least once, although at present 13.75% are not married. 
For younger women who are not married, the time between
marriages is generally short. Women 40 and above comprise 
over two-thirds of those not married, and they may not
 
remarry at all or stay unmarried for longer periods of time.
 

Table 22 - A plurality of women (33.54%) first married
 
at age 15, and the average age at first marriage is just under

16 (mean is 15.93). A significant percentage 
 of women
(17.92%) were married at 14 or under and by age 19 all but7.5% had been married. Unlike patterns found elsewhere,
the age at first marriage is not at present increasing for youn
ger women. Early marriage is expected and accepted on the 
islands and has been practiced for centuries. Men marry laterthan women, as shown in the age-at-first-marriage comparison
shown in Figure C on the following page. 
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Figure C - Comparison *1 Agi at Firt Marrage for Women wd Men 
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Although the data is not included in a table, women were Half of the women who have married only one husband do
 
asked in whose house they lived when they first married, not remarry that husband, but of those with two husbands,
 
83.75% lived in the same household with their husbands, only one-third are married just once to the second husband.
 
and in-laws and parents provided much of the housing at the Of those with three husbands, only one-quarter marry the
 
time of first marriage. Over one-third lived at first in the third husband one time.
 
house of the wife's parents, and in 13.75% of the cases the Table 26 - 49.79% of the women remarry one man at least
 
woman 
and her first husband lived with the husband's parerts. once, as indicated above. The high incidence of remarriage
Another one-third lived in a house belonging to either the indicates that divorce often takes place due to temporary 
wife or the husband. The remainder either lived apart from conflicts rather than basic incompatibility. Both marriage 
each qher, (the woman staying with her parents), or, as did and divorce are inexpensive and involve only simple formali
a smaff 3.33%, shared a household with someone other than ties, thus explaining the frequency of both. In addition, 
a parent c, in-law. divcrce and remarriage are socially acceptable and the legal
Tables 23, 24, & 25 - On the average women are married respr,-.ibilities of the divorced partners are few. Divorce 
4 times (the mean is 3.96) to 3 different husbands (3.30 is the often takes the place of the temporary separation found in 
mean)i indicating one remarriage to the same man. By the marriages elsewhere. 
time a woman is 30, she will have been married three times Tables 27 & 28 - The age desired for the daughter's first 
on the average suggesting that marriages tend to become marriage does not vary according to the current age of the 
more stable and long lasting for older women. 15.83% of the women. Younger women, for example, do not want their 
women have been married only once and 30.21% have married daughters to marry any earlier or later than older women. 
only one man. The difference between these two figures, A comparison, however, of the age at first marriage of the 
14.38%, indicates the number who have married their only woman and the desired age for the daughter shows clearly
husband more than once. As the number of spouses increases, that women wish their daughters to marry later than they 
the number of remarriages tends to increase up to a point, married. Figure D below illustrates this point. 
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The reasons women gaue for the age they desire their daugh- diet is extremely poor in green leafy vegetables and very richters to first marry are as follows: 

Reason 


ifTmacv1o2i 

reached 

Malturity
 

Daughter's 
choice 

COmpletedEcml tedn 

Customs o 
the island 

in carbohydrates. Protein comes solely from fish which tendsto be eaten in small quantities at each meal. 

Marriage ag desired Surprisingly the data show that income does not seem toinfluence the type of food eaten. It canPercentage of women be said that thosewith no income eat less curry and rice than the others, butreneionin, , Is i& 19ras 
 20 %above other trends are 

2361 

20.95 

16.98 

16.45 

11.14 


Better for her 

physical condition 345 

Poor living 
conditions at home .s9 
(All Ns include 


reason netstated) (N-377) 


34.2 114 

11.24 29.59 34.09 

21.35 20.41 4.55 

3.93 2.41 364the 

21.35 4.08 000 

0.00 306 10.23 

2.81 1.02 0.00 

IN-1781 (N-98) (N-881 

Marriage patterns for men are similar to those for women 
except for the age at first marriage. 62.50% had been first

tmarried at the age of 20 or above. And while women prefer
:the ages of 15 and 18 for their daughter's first marriage in
roughly equal numbers, men choose the age of 18 twice as 
often as 15. 

VI. Diet and Health 

Table 29 -- Of the foods eaten 
 for lunch, fish soup and rice 
are consumed by more of the women (34.79%) than any
other food. It is followed by breadfruit (17.29%), then curry 
and rice (15.62%), and finally taro (10.42%) which is takenonly in the south. The remainder eat a variety of locally
produced foods such as screwpine, kandu, plaintain, millet,
maize, and sweet potato. Dinner is the main meal of the day
with 25.63% eating curry and rice, followed by fish soup
and rice (38.54%), breadfruit (12.29%) and taro (8.33%).
A slightly higher percentage of men report eating rice witheither curry or fish soup at both meals. This may be due to
social custom by which the wife feeds her husband the best
food she can, sometimes at the expense of her own diet.Only a quarter of the women eat fruit on a daily basis, the
largest percent (8.13%) having bananas. Fruit is not generally 
considered a forfood regular consumption and for thatreason and due to pest problems it is not grown in large
quantities. The exceptions are found on Fua Mulaku where 
many fruits, particularly mangos, flourish and in Seen Atollwhich produces many bananas for local consumption and 
export to MaI6. Mangos are grown on very few islands other
than Fua Mulaku. The south is also where almost all of the 
taro fields are found, although attempts are being made to 
introduce the tuber in the rest of the country. The overall 
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not apparent from the data collected. It is 
probable that the reporting of food eaten may be biasedtoward "better"mentioned foods (i.e., rice and fish) which maymore frequently than consumed. 

be 

Table 30 - 51.25% of the women feel they have enough 

food to feed their families, and the higher income bracketsfeel that in greater percentages than the lower. Only 39.79%feel satisfied with the varieties of food consumed, and again 
there is more satisfaction expressed in the higher income
bra c ket than t he3.6lower. When asked what varieties of food 

would be preferred, 38.41% answered flour, rice and sugar,implying that they would actually like more of foods theyalready have a small amount of.fruits and vegetables. The 17.30% would like moreresponses of the men were similarto those of the women in all the questions concerning the 
q u l a nqualityt and quantity of food. 
Table 31 

q a ti y o f o d 

The major sicknesses experienced in the women'sfamily in the month before the interview were diarrhea 
(20,04%) and fever (38.75%). It is reasonable to expect that 
a similar percentage of families would have the same illnesses 
during any given month. Drugs were overwhelmingly chosen 
as the means of treatment and these were obtained either
from the Communitypurchase. The heavy Health Worker or through privateuse of "western" medicine over the
traditional cures of locally-made plant medicines and charming
may be due to changing preferences, lack of availability of
traditional practitioners or materials, or the relative cheapness
of drugs compared to other means. 

Women were also asked for the causes of death of their chil
dren under the age of 5. The results, presented below, give apicture of the woman's perception of child death and are not
intended to provide a medical explanation. N is equal to 717. 

Cause of Death Percentage of children dying
Fever 37.38 
Rash 
 13.67 
Diarrhea 11.58
 
Diarrhea & fever 
 6.83 
Asthma 4.19
Acciden* 1.95
 
Nothing happened 1.67 
Hunger 1.53 
Other 
 10.18 
Don't know 11.02 

When asked what were the common diseases found on their
island, women responded in the following percentages: 

Fever 
 93.33 Asthma 8.75
Diarrhea 66.67 Filaria 4.17
Diarrhea 61.25 Leprosy 3.75

& vomiting 
 Other 12.92 

Skin disease 14.79 



VII. Economic Status and Related Activities 
Table 32 - 63.75% of the women Kave one or more activities 
aside from household duties in which they engage. Rope 
making is done twice as often as farming and all other activi- 
ties, and cadjan weaving is done about a third as often as 
rope making. Women carry out these activities anywhere 
from one to seven days a week, although it was not asked 
how many hours a day they spent on each activity. Farming 
is most often done daily but rope making and cadjan weaving 
are more often done one or two days a week. 

Table 33 - Women were asked how much money they had 
earned in the week preceding the interview and from which 
activities. 33.95% had earned some income, with over half nf 
those (17.93%) earning between 1 and 9 rupees. More women 
earned money from rope-making than any other single activity 
or combination of activities. Income is usually earned when 
the rope, cadjan and agricultural products are taken to Male 
and sold, and it will vary according to the frequency of trans-
port available and the amount of work done. In the case of 
the women who are farming, of course, there are seasonal 
variations as well. It is likely that the women who earn income 
in one week will not tarn in the next week. This table shows 
clearly the small contribution women are presently making 
to family incomes, 
Table 34 - Figure E below presents the combined income 
earned in one month by the women 3nd their husbands, 
The average Irean) income for the women and their husbands 
was 102 rupees I the month studied. 50% of the combined 
incomes were 58 rupees or less. The 44 rupee difference 
between these %alues c;in be explained by a small number 
of higher incomes for that month. These calculations were 
made excluding the women who reported neithler their earn-
ings nor those of their husbands. The average (mean) income 
for wemen in a month is 19 rupees, and for their husbands 
it is 89 rupees, 

The men respondents report an average earning in a month 
of 140 rupees that is significantly higher than the 89 rupees 

the women report for their husbands. Due to the relatively 
small number of men interviewed, their responses can not be 
considered as meaningful as the women's. On the other hand, 
it is possible that women are not fully aware of the amount 
of money earned by their husbands and that they tended to 
misreport those earnings. In spite rf the limitations of the 
data, a general picture of income levels emerges. It is fair to 
assume that in a given month the average of the combined 
wife and husband income will fall into the 100-140 rupee 
range. Taking 120 rupees as the midpoint, the typical family 
of 6 members then has an income of 20 rupees per family 
member in any given month. 
Table 35 - A study of husbands' occupations and income 
earned in a month reveals that the single largest group of men 
are fishermen (46.38%). Fishing can be either a high or low 
income occupation, although the percentage of fishermen is 
smaller in high income brackets than in lower. Occupations 
leading to work in Male and working as a seaman outside of 
the country play a more significant role in the higher income 
brackets than in the lower. Many Maldivian men will earn 
their money through a combination of occupations and 
occupations are frequently changed according to personal 
desire or seasonal and economic fluctuations. The small 
number of high income earners on the islands are made up of 
good blacksmiths, head boat builders, boat owners, successful 
traders, and those carrying out fandhita (charming) for pros
perous fishing. 
Table 36 - The average expenditure on food in a week per 
occupant was 5 rupees. For the typical family of 6 spending 
30 rupees a week, the entire monthly income of 120 rupees 
is spent on food. Those who earned 150 rupees and above in 
one month spent 6.50 rupees per occupant on food in a week, 
revealing a tendency to spend only s!ightly more on food. As a 
result of the high expenditure on food, almost nothing was 
spent on items other than food. For the higher income groups 
savings are likely to occur which are then spent all at once for 
a major purchase such as asewing machine, tin roofing sheets, 
or textiles for clothing. 
Table 37 - Most property is individually owned, but those 
items accumulated during marriage may be considered jointly 
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Figure E - Combined Wife and Husband Income Earned in a Month 

20 

% 

of 

respondents 

15 

10 

5 

0 0 
leshha

"25 
-4

25-49 
I I I i I 

60-99 100-149 150-199 200-299 'AI-399400-499 

Combined income earned in a month inrupees 

39 

I 
5W4 



owned by the husband and wife. Should a divorce occur and
the property be split, however, the husband 

The largest amount borrowed by a woman was 800 rupees andwould have a bylarger claim on the property since he has most likely provided 
a husband 5000 rupees, both for the purpose of buyingfood. Of the men, 17.50% reported having borrowed moneythe resources necessary to accumulate the property. Owner- at one time or another.ship of houses is common among women with 27.29% owning Table 39 - Almost all womena house individually and 39.13% jointly with their husbands, 	

(97.92%) felt they should have 
Houses are never bought or sold but are passed down among 	

increased opportunities to earn money. 99.17% of the menagreed that women should earn more.family members and often brothers and 	 When asked how theysisters will jointly thought they could earn more money, the women replied withown a house for a time. Every couple wishes to have its own 	 those activities they are familiar with. Rope making and cadjanhouse and if one is not already owned by either the husband 
or 	 weaving were mentioned most frequently, followed bywife, they will gather their resources and build one when 	 matweaving, sewing and shell collecting. Men suggested the samethey can. Fruit trees, including the coconut palm, are also activities, although cadjan weaving was not included by them.important property as they provide food and goods for trade
 or sale. 31.67% of the women own trees singly and 34.06% 
 VIII. Selected Skillswith their husbands. Other important property such as boats, Table 40 - Women weresewing machine,, and radios are owned to 

asked about their knowledge of foura lesser extent, skills that are practiced on the islands, namely sewing, the usewith boats being singly owned by 5.42% of the women.

right to cultivate 

The of local medicine, midwifery, and the use of charms. Only
a plot of land is held by 9.79% of the wo- 27.08% reported knowing one or moremen. The men 	 of these skills. Clearlyrespondents consistently reported higher the more traditional skills areownership percentages for themselves and 	 known by older women andlower ones for sewing (implying the use of a sewing machine) is more widelytheir wives than the women reported, practiced by younger women.Table 38 - A smaller-than-expected 	 Of the 19.17% who sew, 60%number reported trading 34aregoods (14.38%) years old or younger, whereas three quarters of thoseor services (12.92%). One possible explanation knowing local medicine (a total ofis that different goods are circulated primarily among family 
6.04%) are over 40. Just

under three quarters ofrelations and near-by neighbors, and that 	 those knowing midwifery (2.92%)that type of circu- are over 40, and three-quarterslation ;s not considered 	 knowing charming (1.67%)trading. Another possibility is that are over 40. Mengoods and services are given "freely" 
claim higher percentages in all these skills 

the 
rather than traded, with (excepting midwifery) with 32.50% who sew,strong expectation that 	 9.17% whoa gift will be returned when know local medicine, and 16.67% who know charming. WellF asked for or needed. , much more heavily 

It is felt that the local economy depends overon a barter system 	 half of those knowing eachthan these figures It is possible that the more 
of these 	skills is above 40.traditional skills acquiredsuggest. Women were 	 areasked if they did busir,ess on a regularbasis 	 only as people get older.with other women who might be, for example, shop- Table 41 keepers or tailors. Only 	 There is no single category of persons who stands11.67% responded positively, indica- out as Lhe teachers of these skills. Just underting that the women's 	 a third of therole in the local economy tends to be teachers are relatives, and professionals who'in the background rather than the foreground. 	 are neither

relatives nor friends make up about one-quarter of the tea
11.25% of the chers. Thatwomen reported having 	 skills can be learned fromborrowed money at teachers is a strong 	 a wide selection of some 	 indication of the freedomtime, and 12.32% reported that their husbands had 	 of movement

within Maldivian societyborrowed money. Women 	 and the total absence of caste.were asked about the single largest Table 42 - Half of the women (compared to one-third of theamount borrowed, and the data is presented below, men) said there was a new skill they would like to learn. 
Education, although not strictly a skill, was the answer given
by 11.46% of the womenWomen Their husbands This 	 when asked to name the new skill.was the most frequent responseAverage amount borrowed 67 rupees 	 given (for the 10.83%210 rupees of the men as well), followed by 10.42% wishinq to learn to 

From whomfriend 	 sew.52.54 
employer of husband 	 sew.920.34 11.76 Table 43 -- Although only half could name a skill they wantedor wife 
relation to learn, 	63.54% of the women8.47 5.88 	 said they would be interestedin some training to learn a new skill. 31.67% said they wouldisland chiefshopkeeper 3.39 9.811.i 8 1.96 

be willing to travel to another island to receive training. Thisother 1.96 
not stated 

1.69 	 can be considered high interest in learning how3.39 7.84 new 	 to performkinds of work, although the women do not have many 
100001, 10000-(N=59) (N=51) suggestions of types of activities other than the work alreadyWhy being 	carried out on the island. The menwould 	 were asked if theybuyafood 	 be wiiling to send their wives for83.06 	 a short time to72.56 training center to learn 	 a a new skill. 64.17% answered yes,boat repair 1.69buy medicine 	 11.765.09 1.96 indicating strong support for increased activityhouse repair 1.69 3.92 	

on the part
of the women.start a business 0.00 3.92other 1.962.38 	 IX. Problem Identification

100.009% 
Table 44 - Women were asked what they considered(N=59) (N=51) 	 themajor problems affecting life on their island, and their responses were ranked in the order in which the problems werementioned. The problem mentioned first is considered to 
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be the most important problem in the opinion of the woman. 
Figure F below shows the categories into which the first-
ranked problems fell and the percentage of women naming 
the problems in each category. Under each heading surroun-
ding the diagram are the ways in which the problems were 
expressed by the women. It is evident that many of the 
problems are closely related and could be placed in more 
than one category. 

All problems concerning fishing are grouped into the 'limited 
earnings' category as the level of fishing activity is the single 
most important determinart of the over-all prosperity of the 
island. Lack of land for cultivation is included as women 
would most likely want to grow food for sale in Male. Except 
on the most densely populated islands, land enough to culti-
vate food for family usage is available. Lack of firewood is 
probably related to food preparation for the women, although 
in the north a major occupation for men on some islands is 
collecting firewood and selling it in Malt. The problems in 
the comfort category are for the most part related to health, 
but it is likely that the women view cruwding and mosquitoes 
as annoyances rather than health hazards. 

The men agreed with the women on the order of first-ranked 
prnblems with the 'limited earnings' category claiming the 
highest percentage followed by food, education, and health, 
The weight given to each category varied, however, and the 
men placed a lot inure importance on problems related to 
fishing. While for the women problems relating to poor fishing, 
poor harbor and mechanized dhonis were first mentioned by 
29.17%, these same problems were first mentioned by 51.66% 
of the men. The category of money-related problems there-
fore was claimed by a higher percentage of men (approximate-
ly 20% over the women) while the other categories were 
correspondingly lower. The conclusions is that men feel the 
need for money more strongly than the women which is 
to be expected as the men are responsible for providing for 
their families. 

Table 45 - In surprisingly high numbers (65.21%), the Maldi
vian women feel that the community of people living on the 
island is responsible for development of the island. At the 
same time, information obtained from the group discussions 
of women that took place following the individual interviews 
indicates that they feel they need some sort of outside help. 
So far few women expect much of the government or the atoll 
chief, although the island chief who is also a government 
official but a local person and long-term appointee is felt by 
over one-third to have responsibility for developing the island. 
The men have higher expectations of the government (45.83% 
feel it is responsible for developing the island, compared to 
13.54% of thu women) and lower expectations of the island 
chief (20.83%, compared to 38.96% for the women) and 
the atoll chief (6.67%, 12.92% for the women). 
Table 46 - A question which involved ranking the order of 
responses was asked about the use of additional income if 
it were earned. Here half of the women chose the education 
of their children as the first way in which they would spend 
additional money. While this underscores the desire for edu
cation that was mentioned throughout the survey, the edu
cational constraints operating on the islands cannot be over
come by money in the hands of the women alone. Just under 
a third of the women would first spend additional money on 
food, mostly likely buying the main imported staples of 
rice, sugar and flour. The remaining 13% would first put 
additional income into housing, medical treatment and savings 
in that order. Men answered the question the same way 
as the women in roughly the same percentages. 
Table 47 - During the interview two separate questions were 
posed distinguishing problems facing the island and problems 
facing the family. The responses for both, however, were 
similar with the lack of money being most frequently men
tioned. The women said the main problems in the family 
were either not enough money (49,38%) or unsatisfactory 
housing (35.42%). The housing complaint generally refers to 
a desire for improved quality of housing having coral wails 
and a tin roof. More than a quarter of the women did not 

Figure F 
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mention any problem in the family at all. As this was a verypersonal question, it is likely that women were guarded intheir responses. A comparison of family problems with thecombined income in a month for wife and husband did not 
show any striking trends. Those who had earned 300 rupees 
or more in a month mentioned lack of lessmoney oftenthan the others, as expected. The highest value was 63.48%
of those with no income claiming not enough money, follow-
ed by the 62.16% earning 200-299 rupees during a month 
claiming the same problem. This may mean that while 200299 rupees a month is a high salary for the islands, it does 
not necessarily cover all needs. Alternatively, those with 
higher incomes may have increasingly more desires beyondtheir means that they wish to satisfy. 

X. Social Relationships of Women 

Table 48 - The tables 
 in this section attempt to give a very
general idea of behavior and attitudes in the area ot humanrelationships. In order to find who their confidents were, 
women were asked if they discussed their married life with 
any other women. This question was left vague so that itmight cover areas such at disputes with one's husband, issues 
relating to sex, or simple gossip. Only ten percent said they
discussed their marriages with other women, but this is alower-than-expected figure. A combination of more specific
questions and other means of gathering information is needed
in order to study this question more thoroughly. 

Table 49 - When asked whom wasproblem, sought for advice with aparents and other relatives were chosen by 50.21% 
of the women. The corresponding figure for the men is 
35.00%. The women said they go to friends (14.17%) abouthalf as often? as men, and a quarter of the men favored the
island chief compared to 
15% of the women. More than twice 

as many women as men
problem. This question 

said they did not go to anyone with awas also vague and a series of more 
specific queries would surely bring somewhat different results,
One should also recognize that the nature of the problemdetermines to greata extent whom is sought for advice.
Table 50 - A determination of the qualities of leadership
as perceived by the women was the object of this table. 
63.13% of the women (55.83% of the men) said they knewa woman on their island they would consider a leader. Themain attribute of that woman is that she has some education,
mentioned by 41.46% (and 37.50% of the men). The next 

most important factor is having a good personality, listedby 27.08% of the women and an equal percentage of men.
While 24.17% of the men felt a religious woman would make 
a leader, only 9.38% of the women mentioned religion as a 
factor in determining leadership. 

Men were asked four separate questions not addressed to the 
women. The results are reported below, and N is equal to 
120 in all cases. 

1.) What is the most important responsibility in a woman's 
marriage? 

Obey husband 59.17% 
Look after husband's clothes and food 10.00%Cook and feed family 5.83%
Other 13.33% 
Don't know 7.50%
Not stated 4.17% 

100.00%2.) Do you think the husband should control the interac
tions of his wife with other men? 

Yes - 63.33%
 
No - 35.84%
 
Don't know  0.83% 

3.) Do you think women should participate in activities to 
develop the island? 

Yes - 99.17% 
Don't know - 0.83% 

4.) Would you cooperate with a project to benefit the 
community? 

Yes - 77.50% 
No - 0.83%
 
Probably - 21.67%
 

While men clearly feel that their wives should obey and servethem, they also have high opinions of their wives' potential
to be active participants in the betterment of island life. 

Making flour from hithala (Tocca) 
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NOTES FROM THE GROUP DISCUSSIONS OF WOMEN INTERVIEWED
 

A group discussion of the women who had been interviewed 
took place on all but one island and provided another type 
of forum for the expression of major concerns. A summary 
of the answers they had given to the questions on major 
problems in the family and on the island, how women might 
earn more money, arid who was responsible for the develop-
ment of the island was read to the women to encourage 
discussion. Some discussions were very lively, others not, 
depending on the personalities involved, who else was ob-
serving, and the intensity of the feelings of the women 
themselves. 

The same types of problems were mentioned in the groups 
as in the individual interviews with three notable exceptions. 
The first two exceptions were statements of problems rela-
ting to money. On twenty-two islands women said that they 
did not have enough of the raw materials from the coconut 
palm to carry out their traditional work of rope making and 
cadjan weaving. There are many factors contributing to this 
shortage including the restricted access to uninhabited islands 
resulting from their lease to private injividuals, the lack of 
systematic planting and cultivation of the coconut palm, 
and government control of much of the land suitable for 
coconut plantations. Another statement of the money shor-
tage problem was made on six islands where the women said 
that they could not earn enough money from rope making 
and cadjan weaving to justify their efforts. Clearly policies 
effecting land holdings, replanting of coconut palms and 
prices must be examined if the lack of incentive to do the 
work and the unavailability of natural resources are to be 
overcome. 

The third problem coming out in the group discussions con- 
cerns disputes on the island. On seven islands women said 
that the island inhabitants were not very friendly toward 
each other. They felt that if they could cooperate more, 
life would be better, but that there seemed to be no way of 
resolving on-going differences among various factions or 
individuals, it seems that some form of education about 
community and encouragement of cooperation is called 
for on the islands. This would be especially valuable as the 
majority of women feel the community is responsible for 
the island's development. 

The problems discussed by the groups of women are cate
gorized below followed by the number of islands on which 
they were mentioned. It is difficult to know at what point 
problems relating to agriculture affect family food consump
tion rather than income (or potential income) earned. Since 
money was talked about directly in connection with rope 
making and cadjan weaving, it is possible that the difficulties 
in cultivation are reflected in the food consumed. Fishing 
problems can here again be taken as indirect statements on 
limited earnings as they were in the study of first-ranked 
problems on the island from the individual interview. 

1.) Limited Earnings
 
Limited resources for rope making and cadjan weaving (22)
 
Can't earn enough from rope making and oadjan weaving (6)
 

la.) 	 Fishing lb.) Agriculture 
Poor harbor (7) No place to grow crops (7) 
No mechanized dhonis (3) Crows and rats (2) 
Poor fishing (2) No access to uninhabited
 
No fuel for dhonis (2) island for growing crops (1)
 
No sailing boats (1) Disease in crops (1)
 

2.) 	 Education 
No school (17) 
No teacher (3) 
Poor school (1) 

3.) 	 Food 
Not enough firewood (8) 
Flooding (2) 
Bad water (1) 
Seasonal difficulties (1) 

4.) 	 Health 
Disease (2) 
Poor health facilities (2) 
No midwife (1) 

5.) 	 Comfort 
Mosquitoes (5) 
Bedbugs (2) 
Poor housing (2) 
Crowding (1) 
No shop (1) 

6.) 	 Other 
Islanders not friendly with each other (7) 
No mosque for women (1) 
Spouse away from home (1) 

In the discussions the women strongly expressed their desire 
to work to overcome their problems, but they feel they need 
guidance and assistance to help them get started. 

"-

Mat being woven from screwpine leaf on Iguraidhoo 
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DISCUSSION OF ISLAND RESOURCE TABLES 

To gain an overall picture of the islands of the Maldives, 
an attempt was made to study the physical characteristics,
available resources and some social and economic features 
of the 40 islands visited through an interview with the island
chief. These islands are not necessarily representative of all 
inhabited islands as the sampling method focused on the 
population rather than island characteristics. Nevertheless3 general idea of he island environment emerges as seen
by the island chief, 

The islands were studied according to their physical location,
Region A includes those islands north of the Mal6 Atoll,
Region B e)'tnd from the Mal6 Atoll south to the Huadhoo 
Channel, and Region C encompasses those islands south of
the Huadhoo Channel. The comments that follow are only 
on those tables which need some explanation. 

Selected Island Charanteristics (Table 3) - The sample consists 
of almost all the islands having electricity. 

Coconut Trees (able 4) - The average number of coconut 
trees per capita on the inhabited islands visited is: 

All Regions - 4.6
Region A - 4.68 

Region B - 6.5 

Region C - 2.86 


Best Fishing Season (Tables 6 & 7) - The northeast monsoon 
was found to be the best fishing season for 50% of the islands 
visited with the others choosing the southwest monsoon and 
year around in equal numbers. Islands in Regions A and C 
primarily claim better fishing during the northeast monsoon,

The 1978 fishing season, however, was reported to be relative-

ly better for those islands having the southwest monsoon as 

the best season. 


Drinking Water Wells (Table 8) - The islands provide a drink-
ing water well for every 152 persons. 

Unique Features (Table 11) - In physical features the islands 
are similar to each other with a few exceptions, those mostly
having a fresh water lake. Most of the islands have a historical 
distinction taking the form of either ihe grave of a popularor religious man or a mound indicating remnants of an old 
structure, probably a temple from the days when Buddhism 
was found in the Maldives. 

Plots for Cultivation (Table 12) -Almost half of the islandsvisited had land available for cultivation. Various factors 
are involved in determining the size of these plots. Size ofthe island, population size, and land suitable for cultivation 
are some of the factors. The numbers of cultivators as well 

Region C assigns equal amounts of 5000 square feet allon 
islands except one. As the cultivable land on uninhabited 
islands is of a large amount, usually there is no limit to the
size of the plot one could utilize. Region C, however, seems 
to regulate the sizes of the plots on uninhabited islands which 
could be due to smaller islands used for that purpose. 

Contacts with Other Islandc (Tables 13 & 14) - More than
half of the islands have daily contact with other islands by 
visits either to or from other islands.in Regions This pattern is foundA and C, while islands in Region B have only
weekly contacts with a ew exceptions. Boats from over half
of the 'islands make trips to Mal on a monthly basis, found 
mainly in Regions B and C. Islands in Region A send boats 
more frequently to Mal6 on a weekly or fortnightly basis. 
Although Region A has more frequent trips to Mal, Region 
B exceeds Region A in the percentage of people visitingMale monthly. This reflects the significantly smaller popu
lation in Region B where 3.44% of the total population 
visit Male monthly, compared to 1.78% from Region A.(Islanders who make more than one trip to Mal6 in a month 
would have been counted twice in these calculations, so the 
percentages may be slightly higher than they should be.) 

Traditional Occupations (Table 17) - The number of persons
reported to be engaged in traditional occupations is much 
lower than what was expected, and it is likely that the numb r 
was undercounted by the island chief. 

Problems on the Island (Table 18) - An attempt was made 
to get an overall picture of the problems inhibiting the deve
lopment of the islands. Here they are listed in detail under 
major categories. Although the problems mentioned by any
given island chief are probably not exhaustive for his island
and may differ from what the islanders themselves would 
have said, the list and suggested solutions could be helpful
in planning a detailed study to further identify and understand these difficulties. 

" , 

A 
-

. 
. . . 

.. ..
".as the size of the plot are .inconsistent for Regions A and B.............
 

View ofuninhabited island 
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WOMEN'S QUESTIONNAIRE
 

Atoll: Island:
 

House:
 

Name:
 

1. Biographical Information 
1.) How old are you? ..............
 
2.) Have you had any schooling? 
 YES* NO 

*2a.) What kind of school? 
......... makthab ......... kiavaage 
......... m adhrasaa ......... other, specify ...............................
 

2b.) For how long?
 

......... less than 1 year ......... three years
 

......... one year ......... more than 3 years, specify ...................................
 

......... two years ......... don't know
 
2c.) Did you study any of these subjects? (READ BELOW)
 

......... reading of Koran ......... arithmetic
 

......... 
 reading & w riting Dhivehi ......... other, specify ............................... 

......... English 
3.) Who else isliving where you live? 

nane relationship age sex married/not married 
1.' 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

(IF MORE THAN 6, LIST ON INSIDE OF LAST PAGE.)
4.) Are you presently married? YES* NO 

*4a.) In which one of the following occupations does your husband spend most of his time 
at present? 
......... fishing ......... toddy tapping 
......... farming ......... blacksmith
 
......... bnat building ......... cadjun weaving
 
......... carpentry ......... shipping
 
......... masonry work ......... tourism
 
......... other, specify .......................................... 

5.) How many times have you been married? ................... 
6.) Have you married any man more than once? YES* NO 

*6a.) How many men have you married more than once? .............
 
6b.) How many times did you marry the first one? ............
 
6c.) How many times did you marry the second one? .............
 
6d.) How many times did you marry the third one? ...............
 

7.) When you were first married, did you start living with your husband? YES NO 
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8.) In whose house did you live when you were first married?
 
......... a house belonging to either 
 .......... husband's parentz' house
 

husband or wife
 
......... wife's parents' house 
 .......... in someone else's house,
 

w hose? ..........................
 
9.) How old were you when you first married? ................
 

II. 	 Children 
10.) Tell me the age and sex of each of your living children.
 

ape sex 
 age sex 

11.) 
12.) 	

In your opinion, what isthe best number of children for awoman to bring up? .....................
In your opinion, is it better for a family to have more sons or more daughters or doesn't it matter?
 
......... m o re sons, w hy ? .....................................................................................................................
 
......... m ore daughters, w hy? .............................................................................................................
 
......... doesn't matter 
 ......... equal number 
 .......... don't know
13.) 	 Have you had any still births? 

YES' NO
"13a.) How many? ................14.) 	 Have any of your children died under the age of 5? YES NO 
"14a.) How many? ................ 
14b.) What was the cause of each death? 

. e..........diarrhea ........ accident
 
.......... fever 
 ........ other, specify ....................
 
.......... rash (duvanee)
15.) 	 Have any of your children died at the age of 5 or over? YES* NO

S15a.) How many? ...............
(OMIT 0. 16-19 IF RESPONDENT HAS NO CH!LDREN. PROCEED TO O. 20.)
16.) Have you ever thought of not having any additional children? YES* 
 NO 

*16a.) Why?
17.) Do you (Did you) try to control the number of children yothave? (you had?) 
 YES NO
"17a.) How? 

.......... pills 
 ........ safe period
 

.......... no intercourse over 
 .......... other, soecify .............................. 
long period of time

18.) Who in your family would you say has tole most influence on your children?
 
.......... self (mother) 
 .......... grandmother or grandfather
 
.......... father of children 
 .......... other, specify ..............................
 

.-.. mother & father together .......... don't know
19.) How old do you wish your daughter to be when she first marries? ...................

19a.) (ASK IF AGE ISBELOW 18) Why do you wish her to marry young?
19b.) (ASK IF AGE ISBETWEEN 18 & 20) Why do you wish her to marry at that age?
19c.) 	 (ASK IF AGE ISABOVE 20) W.y do you wish her to marry late? 

III. Family Responsibilities

20.) In your famiiy, who isresponsible for procuring the food and other household items?
 

.......... self (w ife) 
 .......... other, specify .............................. 
-..... husband

21.) In your family, who isresponsible for caring for the sick or elderlv? 
.......... self (wife) .......... wife & husband together
 
..........
husband 
 ..........
other, specify ..............................
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22.) In your family, who assumes primary responsibility for the children? 

.......... self (wife) .......... wife & husband together 

.......... husband .......... other, specify .............................. 
23.) Who in your family makes decisions about the education of your children? 

.......... self (wife) .......... wife & husband together 

.......... husband .......... other, specify .............................. 

24.) Do you or your husband's children contribute to the well-being of your family? YES* NO 
*24a.) How do they contribute? 

.......... looking after younger children .......... cooking 

.......... sweeping .......... washing clothes 

.......... fiihing .......... contributing money 

.......... farming .......... other, specify .............................. 

IV. Economic Status 
25.) Did you earn any money last month? YES* NO 

*25a.) How much? ................ 
25b.) How did you earn it? 

........ rcpe making .......... selling agricultural products 

.......... cadjan weaving .......... other, specify .............................. 

.......... mat weaving 
26.) How much money did your husband earn last month? .................. 
7.) Who decides how to spend the money your husband earns? 

.......... self (wife) .......... wife & husband together 

........ husband .......... other, specify ........................ 
'SAY TO RESPONDENT, NOW I AM GOING TO FIRST ASK YOU ABOUT WHAT YOU OWN, SECOND ABOUT WHAT YOUR
 
-IUSBAND OWNS, & FINALLY ABOUT WHAT YOU OWN JOINTLY.)
 
?8.) Do you individually own any of the following? (READ BELOW)
 

.......... house (# .......... ) .......... sewing m achine (# ..........
 

.......... fruit trees (# .......... ).......... radio (# .......... )
 

.......... boat (# .......... ) .......... vegetable or grain plantation (# ..........
 
29.) Does your husband own any of the following? (READ BELOW) 

.......... house (# .......... ) .......... sewing m achine (# ...... 

..........fruit trees (# .......) radio (#................... I 

.......... boat (# .......... ) .......... vegetable or grain plantation (# .......... 
30.) Do you and your husband jointly own any of the following? (READ BELOW) 

.......... house (# .......... ) .......... sewing m achine (# .......... 

fruit trees (# .......... radio (#.......... 


.......... boat (# .......... ) .......... vegetable or grain plantation (# .......... 
ASK. 0. 31 ONLY IF THERE HAS BEEN A POSITIVE REPLY TO ONE OF THE 3 Q.'S ABOVE.) 

31.) If you and your husband wish to buy or sell some of the property mentioned in the preceeding 
questions, who makes the decisions? 

.......... self (wife) .......... wife & huband together
 

.......... ).......... )
 

..........
husband
 
12.) How much was spent on food last week? ................ 
13.) Do you trade goods with other families or shops? YES* NO 

*33a.) What do you take to be traded? 

........ fish .......... rope 

........ coconut .......... mats 

........ cadjan .......... rice 

........ rihakuru .......... sugar 

........ diahakuru .......... flour 
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33b.) What do you take homo from the trade? 
..........
fish ..........
rope 
..........
coconut 
 ..........
mats 
..........
cadjan ..........
rice 
..........
rihakuru sugar 
..........
diahakuru ..........
flour 

34.) Do you perform any services in return for food or other items? YES* NO 
*34a.) What services do you pe, form?....................................... 
34b.) What do you receiv,. in return?....................................... 

35.) How much money was spent last month on items other than food? .........................................
36.) Are there any women that you do business with on a regular basis, such as tailors orahopkeepers? 

YES* NO36a.) What do these women do? 
..........
tailor 
 ........ other, specify ...................
 
..........
shopkeeper(SAY TO RESPONDENT: NOW I AM GOING TO ASK YOU ABOUT BORROWING MONEY, FIRST MONEY YOU MAY HAVEBORROWED AND SECOND MONEY YOUR HUSBAND MAY HAVE BORROWED.)37.) Have you individually ever borrowed any money? YES* NO 

"37a.) What isthe largest single amount you have borrowed? ..........................
 
37b.) Whom did you borrow it from?
 

..........
island chief ..........
friend 

..........
employer of husband or self ..........
other, specify ..............
 
37c.) Why did you need the money? 

..........
build or repair house ..........
other, specify ..............................
 

..........
buy food38.) Has your husband ever borrowed any money? YES* NO 
"38a.) What is the largest single amount he has borrowed? .....................
 
38b.) Whom did he borrow it from?
 

..........
island chief ..........
friend
 
' .-- his employer 
 ..........
other, specify .............................. 

38c.) Why did fie need the money? 
..........
build or repair house ..........
other, specify ..............................
 
..........
buy food 

V. Occupation of Women
 
39.) Wh; h of the following activities did you carry out yesterday? (READ BELOW)
 

..........
cooking ..........
washing clothes 

..........
caring for the children ..........
talking with other women 
-........
sweeping the house 

40.) Tell me how many hours you spent yesterday on those activities. 
..........
cooking ..........
washing clothes 
..........
caring for the children ..........
talking with other women 
- .-- sweeping the house

(ASK. Q.41 ONLY IF YOU KNOW THERE IS A RADIO ON THE ISLAND.)41.) Do you listen to the radio regularly? 
YES* NC 

"41a.) How many times did you listen to the radio yesterday? ...............
42.) Which of the following activities did you carry out in the past month? (READ BELOW) 
..........
growing crops ..........
mat weaving 
..........
gathering firewood ..........
coir rope making 
..........
drying fish ..........
collecting shells 
..........
cadjan making 
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43.) Of those activities, which did you carry out in the past week? 

.......... growing crops .......... mat weaving 

.......... gathering firewood .......... coir rope making 

.......... drying fish .......... collecting shells 

.......... cadjan making 

43a.) Tell me how many days you spent in the past week carrying out those activities. 

.......... growing crops .......... mat weaving 

.......... gathering firewood .......... coir rope making 

.......... drying fish .......... collecting shells 

.......... cadjun making 
44.) Do you teach your children to read and write? YES NO* 

"44a.) Who does? 

.......... schoolteacher .......... grandmother 

.......... husband .......... tutor or instructor 

.......... grandfather .......... other, specify .............................. 
45.) Do you know how to sew (on asewing machine)? YES* NO 

"45a.) Who taught you? 

.......... m other .......... friend 

.......... father .......... tailor 

.......... other relatives .......... other, specify .............................. 
46.) Do you know how to prepare herbal medicines? YES* NO 

"46a.) Who taught you? 

.......... m other .......... friend 

.......... father .......... local doctor 

.......... other relatives .......... other, specify .............................. 
47.) Do you know how to deliver babies? YES* NO 

"47a.) Who taught you? 

.......... mother .......... midwife 

.......... relative .......... friend 

.......... nurse 
48.) Do you know how to use charms? (fandhita) YES* NO 

"48a.) Who taught you? 

.......... mother .......... friend 

.......... father .......... fandhita verin 

.......... other relatives 
49.) Isthere anything that you would like to know how to do, that you can't do now? 

VI. Income/Work Possibilities 
50.) Do -, u think women should have more opportunities to earn money? YES* NO * 

**5Ua.) Why not? 

.......... woman should care for family rather than earn money 

.......... woman doesn't have time after family duties 

.......... other, specify 
*SOb.) If so, what are the activities you can think of that would allow women to earn more 

money? 
50c.) (ASK ONLY IF MORE THAN ONE RESPONSE GIVEN TO 50b.) If you had the 

opportunity to carry out those activities, which one would you select? 
51.) If you ware able to earn more money, how would you use it? (RANK ORDER OF CHOICES 

ON DOTTED LINE.) 

.......... buy better food .......... buy watch or radio 

.......... repair or Improve house .......... use for children's education 

.......... medical treatment .......... other, specify .............................. 
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52.) Would you be willing to spend a short time at a training center to learn a new skill? YES"52a.) Would you be able to trave! to another island for the training? YES 
VII. 	 Health and Nutrition 
53.) What did you eat for lunch yesterday? 

.......... curry & rice 

.......... fish soup & rice 

.......... breadfruit 

.......... screw pine 


.......... taro 
54.) What did you eat for dinner yesterday? 

.......... curry & rice 

.......... fish soup & rice 

.......... breadfruit 


.......... 	 screwpine 


..........
taro55.) 	 Did you eat any fruit yesterday? 

*55a.) Tell me what you ate. 
..........
banana 


.......... 	 oapaya 


. .mango56.) 	 Does your family get enough food to eat? 

NC 
NC 

.......... plantain
 
.......... kandu
 

.......... sweet potato
 
.......... other, specify ...............................
 

.......... plantain
 

.......... kandu
 

.......... sweet potato
 

.......... other, specify ..............................
 

YES NO 

..........
young coconut 

.......... other, specify .............................. 

57.) 	 YES NOAre you satisfied with the food you eat or do you wish you could have other varieties of food? YES NO 
............ satisfied 
 .......... don't know
 
............ wish other varieties, which ones? 
 ..............................


58.) 	 In your opinion, what are the common diseases found on this island? 
.......... diarrhea 


.......... diarrhea & vomiting 


.......... skin disease 


.......... 	 fever
59.) Was anyone in your family sick last month? 
*59a.) What was the sickness? 

.......... diarrhea 

.......... diarrhea & vomiting 

.......... skin disease 

..........
fever
 
59b.) What treatment did the person receive? 

.......... fandhita (explain) 

.......... native medicine (explain) 

VIII. 	Problem Identification 

.......... filaria
 

.......... leprosy
 
.......... other, specify ..............................
 

YES* NO 

.......... 	 filaria
 

.......... leprosy
 

.......... other, specify ..............................
 

.......... health center treatment (explain)
 

.......... other (explain)
 

60.) In your opinion, what are the main problems affecting your life on this island?
(RANK ORDER OF CHOICE ON DOTTED LINES.) 

.......... 	 disease 
 .......... lack of firewood
 
.......... saline water 
 .......... poor harbor
 
.......... 
 poor sewdge disposal .......... lack ot :chools
 
.......... crowded conditions .......... poor fishing
 
.......... of ocaly-grow 
 food ..........ot her, specify ..............................
 
.......... lack of land for cultivation
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61.) 	 What are the main problems in your family? (DISCUSS PROBLEMS IN ORDER TO SELECT 
APPROPRIATE CATEGORIES.)
 

.......... living with in-laws or parents not enough money
.......... 

.......... misbehaving children .......... unsatisfactory housing conditions
 
.......... too many children .......... other, specify 
..............................
 
.......... employment shortage


62.) Do vou ever talk to other women about your married life? 

*62a.) Are these women friends, relatives, midwives, or what?
 

.......... friends 
 .......... midwives
 

.......... relatives 
 .......... other, specify ..............................
 
63.) If you have a problem, whom do you go to for advice?
 

.......... island chief 
 .......... local doctor
 

.......... relatives 
 .......... friend
 

.......... parents .......... fandhita veria
 
.......... mudim .......... midwife
 
.......... teacher 
 .......... other, specify ..............................
 

.......... judge
64.) What kind of life do you hope that your daughter will have when she grows up?
65.) What kind of life do you hope that your son will have when he grows up?
66.) 	 Is there any woman that you know who could be considered a leader on your island? 

"66a.) Why do you consider her a leader? 
.......... educated .......... good personality
 
.......... religious 
 ........ other, specify ................... 
.......... wife of important or rich man 

67.) In your opinion, who isresponsible for the development of this island - the community,
the kateeb, the atoll chief, or the government? 

.......... community .......... government 

.......... kateeb 
 .......... other, specify .............................. 

.......... atoll chief 
67a.) What do you think should be done? 

IX. 	 Simple Literacy Test 
68.) 	 Please read a part of this newspaper. 

.......... not able .......... very good 

.......... poor 	 .......... too shy to read
 

.......... satisfactory
 

YES* NO 

YES* NO 
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ISLAND RESOURCE QUESTIONNAIRE
 

Atoll:
 
Island:
 
Island chief:
 

I. 	 Resources 
1.) 	 What isthe population of your isand? .................................
 

Ia.) How many females? ........................
 

lb.) How many males? ......................
 

2.) 	 How many mosques are on your island? ..........................
 

2a.) How many for men? ........................
 
... ... ... .... 2b.) 	 How many for women? .......... .....
 

3.) 	 How many schools are on your island? ............................
 

3a.) makthab ................................
 

3b.) kiavaage .................................
 

3c.) madhrasaa ...........................
 
4.) Are there any shops? YES' NO 

'4a.) How many? ........................... 
5.) Is there a health center? YES NO 
6.) Is there a family health worker? YES NO 
7.) Is there a midwife? YES* NO 

*7 a.) How many? ...................................................................................................... 
8.) How many of the following boats are from your island? 

.......... mechanised dhonis .......... baththeli 

.......... mas de ';s .......... other, specify .............................. 

.......... vadu dhonis 
9.) Isthe harbor here considered good, satisfactory or poor? 

.......... good ......... poor 

.......... satisfactory 

9a.) 	 Why? ................................................................................................................
 
10.) Which of the following fruit trees are on your island? 

.......... coconut, how many? .......... ...... mango, how many? ............ 

.......... banana, how many? ............ ...... papaya, how many? ........... 

.......... breadfruit, how many? ............. 
11.) 	 What crops are grown on your island?
 
12.) What vegetables can be found on your island?
 
13.) When are the best times of year for fishing?
 
14.) In the last season, was the fishing better than usual, worse than usual, or about the
 

same as usual?
 

.......... better than usual .......... about the same
 

*..... worse than usual
 
15.) Does your island have electricity? YES* NO 

h15a.)What isthe capacity of the generator(s)? ....................................................... 
16.) Are there any facilities for storing rainwater? YES* NO 

'16a.) How many? .................................................................................................... 
17.) From where do people get their well water for drinking? 

.......... mosque(# ......... ) .......... household wells ( .......... 

.--- community well of any type (I#.......... 
18.) Are shells collected from this island? YES NO 
19.) Ismat-weaving done on your island? YES NO*" 

"'i9a.) Wiy not? 
20.) Does your island have any radios? YES* NO 

*20d.) Isthe reception from Malb considered 

-... good ......... satisfactory ......... poor
20b.) When can you receive Radio Maldives? 
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..........
morning .........
afternoon .........
evening21.) 	 What we' the special features of your island? (for example: vegetation, historic site,

unusual geographic feature, personality of inhabitants, etc.)
 

II. Administration
 
22.) What are your main duties as island chief?
23.) Are there any organizations on your island? 
 YES* NO 

*23a.) What ones are solely for men? ................................
 
23b.) What ones are solely for women? ..............................
 
23c.) What ones are for both men and women? .........................
 

24.) 
 How much land can aperson get for ahouse on your island? .................
 
25.) (ASK ONLY IFTHERE ISCROP CULTIVATION ON THE ISLAND.) How much
 

.and per person isallotted for cultivation on your island? 
.........................................
 
25a.) What is the total number of people who have land allotted to them? .............................


26.) Does anybody from this island cultivate on any other islands? YES*
*26a.) How much land per person is allotted? ........................... 
NO 

26b.) What isthe total number of people from your island who have land on another 
island allotted to them for cultivation? ............................................
 

27.) How often do people from your island usually visit other islands? 
..........
daily ..........
monthly 
..........
weekly


28.) How often is your island visited by other people?
 
..........
daily ....
...... monthly 
..........
weekly
 

29.) How often do boats travel from your island to Mal. 
 ......................
 
30.) On the average, how many people travel on a boat from your island to Mal? .........................
 
31.) How many registered residents of your island live in Mal? 
.......................................
 
32.) Are there any people on your island who can be categorized asa.) destitute, b.) mentally unfit, or c.) physically handicapped? YES' NO*32a.) Please list them by category, name, age and address.
 

category name 
 age address 

33.) 	 What was the most recent step taken in the development of sports on your island? 
33a.) When was it?..........................
 

34.) 
 What isthe most popular sport on your island? ................................................
 
35.) What sports equipm ent is available on your island? 
...................................................
 

Ill. 	 Occupations on island 
36.) 	 What arp the major occupations of men on your island? 
37.) Are there any men with special or unique skills? YES* NO
 

'37a.) What are their skills?

38.) What are the major occupations of women on your island?
39.) Are there any women with special or unique skills? 
 YES* NO


*39a.) What are their skills?
 
40.) Which of the following do you have on your i-,land?
 

..........
fandhita veria (# ..........
 

..........
local doctors (#..........
)
 

..........
performers of circumcisions (#..........
 

IV. Problems
 
41.) What are the main problems facing people on your island?

42.) How do you think those probler might be solved?
 

Interviewer: 

Date: 

Time: 

54 



s e0OP" P 4 P J0 0 * p 0 ,, a 

TABLES DERIVED FROM
 
WOMEN'S QUESTIONNAIRE
 

................................ .. 4
. ... P.. . P04 .2 
2.) Size of Respondent Households, in Percentages 

ec-Number of occupantsl-I 

. .- ..A : ; - '. I in household 	 Percentage 

1 	 1.04I. 	hUSEHOLD COMPOSITION 
,2 3.13 
3 	 7.71 

,; , , 	 11.25_ ;: 14 


5 	 17.291.) Age by Number of Respondents 
6 	 13.96 
7 	 14.38 

.. .... ;: 8 	 10.83
 

9 	 7.71Age Number of Respondents Percentage 
5.8310
14.5870
20-24 2.28 

67 	 13.96 1125-29 1.66 
84 	 17.50 1230-34 1.25
60 	 12.50 1335-39 4.42
14
14.58
70
40-44 
 1.25
15+
12.59
60
45-49 


100.00
50 and -.t,. 69 14.38 


above 

480 
 100.00
 

_ Total number of occupants: 3128 ,'e.l '."-'

1includes respondent 

3.) Relationship of Occupants to Respondent, in Percentages 

Occupants 	 Respondents living with spouse,
children, parents, etc.
 

......................................... ..1.1
 
Relationship Number Perc-ntage Number Percentage.
 

Respondent 480 15.35 - - "i "';" 

Spouse 360 11.51 360 75.00 
Children 1671 53.42 451 93.96
 

Parents 62 46
1.98 9.58 	 . 

Siblings 116 3.71 55 11.46 ,
 

In-laws 140 4.47 
 87 18.13 " J. P)S 

Others2 299 9.56 115 23.96 ;*'-. ,. • 

All relations 3128 100.00 

IN = 480 for each percentage. 

2The "Other" category is made up primarily by the children of siblings and of in.laws and
 
stepchildren.
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4.) Relationshlp of Occupants to Respondents by Age and Marital Staus, In Percentas 

Merltalstatus&.. 
age of occupants -. ,-

All occupants 
~ 

Respondent Spousa 

Relationship 

Children Parents Siblings 
:A j; 

In-laft Other 
MarriedAll ales ;uj,, 38.27 86.25 100.00 13.70 61.29 29.31 I57.14 14.05 

0-910-19 
20-29 
30-39 
40-49 
50+ 
Not stated ;A , .. 

-
6.26 

26.40 
27.99 
21.22 
17.21 

, 0.92 

100.00 
(N=1197) 

_ 

31.6k, 
31.40 
26.33 
10.63 
-

100.00 
(N=414) 

-
8.89 

26.94 
30.28 
32.22 

1.67 

100.00 
(N=360) 

17.47 
37.99 
37.55 
5.24 
1.31 
0.44 

I 000 
(N-229) 

-
-
2.63 

28.95 
65.79 

2.63 

100.00 
(N=38) 

32.35 
44.12 

5.88 
14.71 
2.94 
0.00 

100.00 
(N=34) 

25.00 
38.75 
13.75 
3.75 

16.25 
2.50 

100.00 
(N=80) 

9.52 
47.62 
19.05 
11.91 
9.52 
2.38 

100.00 
(N=42) 

Not Married .__All ages . 

0-9 
10-19 
20-29 
30-3940-49 
504 
50+Not stated 

61.73 

53.03 
33.61 
5.33 
1.76 
1.92 
3.52 
3t5e,;s. 0.83 

100.00 
(N-1931) 

13.75 

-

9.09 
21.21 
31.82
37.88 
37.88 

100.00 
(N=66) 

-

-
-
-
-

-

-

86.30 

57.23 
37.24 
4.30 
0.49 

-
-0.69 

100.00 
(N=1442) 

38.71 

-
-

-
0.00 

25.00 
75.000.00 

100.00 
(N=24) 

70.69 

25.62 
46.34 
15.85 
1.22 

3.66 
4.88
2.44 

100.00 
(N=82) 

42.86 

13.33 
46.67 
13.33 
5.00 

3.33 
18.33
0.00 

100.00 
(N=60) 

85.95 

65.76 
17.90 
5.45 
3.50 

1.95 
3.89
1.56 

100.00 
(N-257) 

100.00 

(N=3128) 

100.00 

(N=480) 

100.00 

(N=360) 

100.00 

(N=1671) 

100.00 

(N=62) 

100.00 

(N=116) 

100.00 

(N=140) 

100.00 

(N=299) 
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II. CHILDREN 
A..;;-. ---.- .,;, A.J..V; .g3 A-4...J ' .5 

5.) Respondents classified by Children, in Percentages 

A. Children born alive 

Number of children 

0 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

6 

7 

8 

9 


10+ 


Percentage 

2.92 
2.29 
8.13 

10.42 
10.21 
13.75 
13.95 
11.04 
11.25 
8.75 
7.29 

100.00 
(N=480) 

B. Children Living 

Number of children Percentse 

0 3.33 
1 8.12 
2 15.63 
3 15.83 
4 18.96 
5 14.58 
6 11.04 
7 5.63 
8 4.58 
9 1.67 

10+ 0.63 

100.00 
(N-480) 

6.) Average Number of Children Born, Living, and Preferred by Age of Respondents 

Average number of 
Age children born 

All ages 5.73 
20-24 2.57 
25-29 5.06 
30-34 5.87 
35-39 7.37 
40-44 7.00 
45-49 6.62 
50+ 5.90 

1 Question read: "In your opinion, what is 
bring up?" 

Average number of 
children living 

3.99 
2.20 
3.87 
4.52 
5.40 
4.43 
4.32 
3.36 

Aveage number of 
children preferred 1 

3.38 
3.35 
3.17 
3.53 
3.56 
3.24 
3.56 
3.24 

the best number of children for a woman to 
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7.) Sex Prefence of Children I by W of Respondents, in Percentages 

More More Equal Doesn't Not $2Age ons daughters number matter stated Total 
All ages 28.33 21.67 36.46 12.08 1.46 100.00 (N=480)
20-24 25.72 17.14 47.14 10.00 0.00 100.00 (N=70)
25-29 28.36 17.91 34.33 17.91 1.49 100.00 (N=67)
30-34 29.76 23.81 32.14 9.53 4.76 100.00 (N=84)
35-39 25.00 21.67' 40.00 13.33 0.00 100.00 (N=60)
40-44 28.57 27.14 31.43 11.43 1.43 100.00 (N=70)45-49 35.00 20.00 36.67 8.33 0.00 100.00 (N=60)
50+ 26.09 23.19 34.78 14.49 1.45 100.00 (N=69) 

1 Question read: "in your opinion, is it better for a family to have more sons or more 
daughters or doesn't it matter?" 

8.) Respondents classified according to Current and Preferred Sex Patterns of their 
Children, in Percentages 

Sex patterns Current Preferred1 2.i.L'A 
More sons 
More daughters 
Equal number 
Doesn't matter 

39.37 
36.46 
20.42 
-

28.33 
21.67 
36.46 
12.08 

Aoj,'Ai 
W. A-A 

.1;$;j 

No children 3.33 0.00 
Not stated 0.42 1.46 , *1X;. 

100.00 100.00 
(N=480) (N=480) 

1In general, girls were preferred because they were felt to be more obedient, more helpful
around the house, and more likely to stay close to their parents and look after them. Boys
were preferred because they were felt to be able to do nuny different kinds of work, and,
presumably, therefore provide for the family. 

9.) Attitudes of Respondents toward Family Planning 

Attitudes 

Have considered not 
having additional 
children 

Have tried to control 
their number of 

children 

Percentage 

6.46 

3.33 

(N-480) 

,,, : :tj 0 

'""' "'?" 
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10.) Average Number of Living Children per 100 Live Births by Age of Respondents 

Average number of living children per 100 live births 

;,.f 

& ;S. .P 2 

All regions Seen 
I excluding and 

Age 
All ages 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 

All regions1 

69.80 
85.56 
76.40 
77.08 
73.30 

Seen end 
Fua Mulaku 

67.98 
83.77 
72.93 
73.60 
72.43 

Fua 
Mulaku2 

79.15 
96.15 
89.04 
88.14 
81.40 

" ,,i%,-" 
Region A 

68.17 
87.65 
73.45 
72.48 
71.55 

A , 
Region B 
66.05 
80.85 
75.00 
72.32 
70.49 

J 

Region C 
76.96 
86.53 
81.58 
86.50 
81.05 

40-44 
45-49 
50+ 

63.27 
65.24 
57.00 

65.17 
63.86 
53.25 

54.55 
82.76 
75.36 

71.19 
59.89 
54.69 

59.85 
67.05 
40.30 

51.64 
78.72 
77.38 

1 Region A: Haa-Alif, Haa-Dhaal, Shaviyani, Noon, Raa, Baa, and Laviyani Atolls (North) 

p ;- . . ., . , . 

Region B: Alif, Meem, Dhaal, Thea, and Learn Atolls (Central) 

Aegion C: Gaaf.Alif, Gaaf-Dhaal, Gnaviyani (Fua Mulaku), and Se.n Atolls (South) 

2The island of Fua Mulaku together with the islands of Seen were studied separately from
all other islands to determine the effect on live births of the British Royal Air Force hospital 
on Gan island in Seen Atoll, operated from 1959 to 1976. Fua Mulak:j was the only island 
outside of Seen Atoll that was close enough to have reasonable access. 

11.) Aspirations of Respondents for their Daughters and Sons1 , in Percentages 

Aspirations Daughters Sons 
Have an education 44.58 45.62
Hav asatisfactory or 26.88 16.46 .. .AJ.,; 
happy life 

Have a rich life 9.79 8.96 ; ,, =s-.,.'-; 
Specified occupation 4.58 16.66 -. s,,,=,i0 ,
Earn their own living 2.71 2.92 A, , 
Whatever the child chooses 1.46 0.21 
Other 2.92 1.25 ;.s . 
Not stated 7.08 7.92 V ;.0 

100.00 100.00 
(N-480) (N-480) 

1 Question read: 'Whet kind of life do you hope that your daughter/son will have when 
she/he grows up?" 
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- .0 .111 
III. FAMILY RESPONSIBILITIES 

12.) Household Activities of Respondents by Hours Spent Daily, in Percentagos 

Hours pent daily Cooking Sweeping Washing clothes 
Not engaged , 13.13 17.50 22.08
1 or less .;,- ' 33.54 60.41 52.92 

2 22.29 13.75 15.83
3 14.58 2.08 2.50
4 6.67 0.21 0.215 0.63 0.21 0.21 

Above 5 ;,,1. 5 3.75 0.42 0.00 
Not stated , 5.41 5.21 6.25 

100.00 100.00 100.00 
(N.-480) (N-480) (N-480) 

The respondents were also asked how many hours they spent daily caring for children,
and the large majority of answers were 'al! the time.' 

13.) Hours of Housework Daily per Respondent, in Percentages 

Number of Hours 

*.-Is . .;
 

IU-1or 

Age Nil less 2 3 4 5 6 

Not 
7 8 9 10+ statod Total 

All ages 5.42 5.79 13.75 16.04 13.54 11.46 10.41 2.71 4.38 3.33 6.46 7.71 100.00 (N=460)20-24 5.71 2.86 18.57 12.86 15.71 8.57 12.86 5.71 0.00 4.2925-29 2.86 10.00 100.00 (N-70)1A9 4.48 19.40 17.91 11.94 13.43 11.94 2.99 1.49 4.48 5.97 4.48 40O.00 (N-67)30-34 4.76 7.14 11.91 16.67 16.48 11.91 4.76 0.00 8.33 1.19 9.52 8.33 100.00 (N=84)35-39 5.00 6.67 5.00 13.33 10.00 16.67 15.00 1.67 6.67 3.3340-44 8.33 8.33 100.00 (N=60)4.29 0.00 18.57 15.71 17.14 11.43 11.43 1.4345-49 1.67 8.32 
5.71 2.86 4.29 7.14 100.00 (N=70)11.67 16.67 11.67 8.32 6.67 6.67 6.67 6.67 11.67 3.33 100.00 (N=60)50+ 14.49 4.35 10.15 18.84 11.59 10.15 11.59 1.49 1.49 1.49 2.90 11.59 100.00 (N-69) 
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14.) Respondents Opinion concening Fanily Membes Involved in the Upbringing of Children 

Areasof Crotet'r 
liwokement of Respondent -: 

family member (mother) Father 

Greatast Influence 3823 16.88 
on children 

Primary responsi- 49.17 12.29 
bility for children 

Decision-naking 41.81 15.08 
about children's 
education 

15.) Contribution of Children to 

Nature of contribution 

Nil 1 

At least one contribution 

sweeping 
cooking 
washing clothes 
looking after 

other children 
contributing money 
fishing 
fanning 
other 

Family mertber 
jiSJ5 

arxi 
father IJOJ- Not or 

together Other sated Total 

32.71 9.16 2.92 100.00 ;=,:.w : 
(N-480) 

26.67 7.29 4.58 100.00 .? 1.Z 
(N=480) SM.L.s 

31.68 8.84 2.59 100.00 , , 
(N=480) , ,u 

Family in percentage of Respondentri with Children 

Percentage 

44.18 

55.82 ;JjI,1 ,.jj;; jj 

100.00 
(N-464)2 

33.41 .' 

32.11 
27.16 
26.94 . . 

26.08 ,-'':-.i 
17.89 

9.05 
5.39 

15.39% of the respondents mentioned that their children were too young to contribute. 

2 - -/--, '.'-N-464 for each percentage figured below. 

16.) Family Responsbilities and Decisions by Family Members, in Percentages 

Responsibilities Decisions
S .,- -.- , 

Family ' 
member 

Respondent 
(wife) 

Husbend 

Wife and 
husband together 

Other 
If p: 

Not stated 

Procuring food 
and other items 

9.58 

68.96 

2.29 

18.96 

0.21 

100.00 
(N-480) 

Caring for sick 
and elderly 

33.33 

45.21 

2.50 

16.25 

2.71 

100.00 
(N-480) 

Flow husband's 
earnings are spent 

28.99 

24.88 

36.47 

2.41 

7.25 

100.00 
(N-414) 
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Sale & purchase 
of property 

23.23 

31.86 

34.17 

1.67 

9.17 

100.00 
(N-480) 
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.IV EDUCATION AND LITERACY 

- .1717.) Sdooling by Age 

Attendance Type of Institution2 
Years of Attndanc. 2 , 4 

I, Attended an Notinstitution attended Total I Madhuram NoNtMikthab Kiavage smed 1-5 -7 8+ staed 
All ages 88.54 11,.46 100.00 52.92 5.41 27.71 2.50 63.54 8.54 13.13 3.3320-24 95.72 4.28 100.00 60.00 10.00 22.86 2.86 68.57 8.57 14.29.25-29 95.52 4.294.48 100.00 73.13 7.47 13.43 1.49 61.19 20.90 11.94 1.4930-34 91.67 8.33 100.00 66.67 4.76 20.24 0.00 71.43 3.57 15.4835-39 96.67 1.19333 100.00 70.00 3.33 16.67 6.67 63.33 11.67 15.00 6.6740-44 82.86 17.14 100.00 48.57 4.29 27.14 2.86 58.57 8.57 10.0045-49 83.33 16.67 5.72100.00 35.00 3.33 41.67 3.33 65.00 3.3350+ 11.67 3.3373.91 26.09 100.00 14.49 4.35 53.62 1.45 55.07 4.35 13.04 1.45 

IN = Number of respondents in each age category: 480, 70, 67, 84, 60, 70, 60, 69 respectively 

2 Each percentage is based on the number of respondents in the respective age categories. The figures for type of institution and years of attendanc
for each cat-gory add up to the percentage of those who attended an institution in that category. 

3 See page 13 for description of institution. 

4 The figures given by the respondents are not to be considered accurate due to the pattern of uneven school attendance and the fact that the schoolare in session only when money and teachers are available on the islands. 
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18.) Literacy by Age, in Percentages 

Literacy I Literates' ability to reed 3 

Age Literate Not-literate Total 2 Very good Satisfactory Poor 

All ages 61.67 38.33 100.00 7.50 33.54 20.63 
20-24 81.43 18.57 100.00 10.00 47.14 24.29 
25-29 85.08 14.92 100.00 20.90 47.76 16.42 
30-34 63.09 36.91 100.00 11.90 28.57 22.62 
35-39 73.33 26.67 100.00 5.00 41.67 26.66 
40-44 57.14 42.86 100.00 0.00 32.85 24.29 
45-49 35.00 65.00 100.00 1.67 20.00 13.33 
50+ 34.78 65.22 100.00 1.45 17.39 15.94 

1Literacy was tested by asking respondents to read a section of a newspaper. The interview
ers then decided in which category to place each respondent. 

2 N=Number of responde.its in each age catego-y: 480, 70, 67, 84, 60, 70, 60, 69 respective
ly. 

3 fach percentage is based on the number of respondents in the respective age category,
and the various figures for each age category add up to the percentage of literates in that 
category. 
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19.) Perso Involved in Teaching Children to Read end Write, In Percentage of Pspon
dents 

Person Percentage 
nespondent alone 20.62 .
Respondent Incombination with: 

schoolteacher 
tutor or kiavaage instructor 

17.91 
8.54 

" -.. 3, 

child's grr;idparent 
husband 

1.25 
1.67 

j tr;. 
*lei 

other .42 
any two of the above 3.55 33.3/4

33.34 , . .;' ; ' 

Schoolteacher alone 
Tutor or kiaveage instructor alone 

16.04 
10.62 

, 
' -- ' 

-
-

Teacher and tutor combined 
Child's grandparent alone 
Husband alone 

1.67 
2.08 
.63 

;,-l1*1 " 
.," ,;#, 

Other alone .63 -f 

No one 2.91 

Not applicableI 
10.42 , - . 

Not stated 1.04 - .... 

100.00 
(N-480) 

1Made up of those whose children are too young or too old to be taught reading and writing 
as well as those without children. 

20.) Radio Listening1 of Respondents, in Percentages 

Category of listeners Percentage 
Non-listeners 78.75 A; I 

Listeners 21.25 

100.00 
(N-480) 

doily frequency2 
,"" .;-;;-t: ,)2 

once 
twice 

4.73 
6.67 

thrice 9.79 

21.25 

lEvery island on which interviews took place had at least one radio. 

Rodio Maldives broadcasts from Meli three times a day. 
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V. MARRIAGE PATTERNS 

21.) 

-

Marital Status of Respondents, in Percentages 

- - - ;' .21 

Marital Status 

Married 

Not married1 

Percentage 

86.25 

13.75 

100.00 
(N=480) 

________ 

,. ; I 

1All those not presently married have been married in the past. 

22.) Age at First Marriage, in Percentage of Respondents 

Age at First Marriage Percentage -.,-,'- .".' 

14 and under 17.92 -;' 1

15 33.54 15 
16 16.67 16 
17 12.50 17 
18 9.58 18 
19 1.46 19 
20 3.54 20 
Above 20 2.50 20.4A-2o 
Not stated 2.29 ...... . 

100.00 
(N=480) 
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et= € = i J~s 14J D oJ ,), • .2323.) Number of Times Married by Age of Respondents, in Percentages Ier'--.-, * *'- - - .23 

Age Number of times married 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13+ Total 
All ages 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50+ 

15.83 
24.29 
22.38 
11.91 
13.33 
17.14 
5.00 

15.94 

19.79 
30.00 

-22.38 
27.38 
15.00 
12.86 
11.66 
15.94 

19.38 
15.71 
20.90 
13.10 
23.33 
18.57 
28.33 
18.84 

13.33 
5.71 
8.96 

13.10 
13.33 
14.28 
18.33 
;0.14 

8.13 
2.85-

11.94 
10.71 
6.67 
7.14 
5.00 
8.70 

7.71 
4.29 

10.45 
8.33 

11.67 
8.57 
F..66 
5.80 

7.29 
0.00 
2.99 
8.33 

10.00 
5.71 

10.00 
10.14 

1.88 
0.00 
0.00 
1.19 
3.33 
4.29 
1.67 
2.90 

1.67 
1.43 
0.00 
2.38 
0.00 
1.43 
5.00 
2.90 

1.46 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
2.86 
1.67 
4.35 

0.83 
0.00 
0.00 
1.19 
1.67 
1.43 
1.67 
0.00 

0.84 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

1.67 
2.86 
0.00 
1.45 

1.86 
0.00 
0.00 
2.19 

0.00 
2.86 
5.01 
2.90 

100.00 (N=480) 
100.00 (N=80) 
100.00 (N=67)
100.00 (N=84) 

100.00 (N=60) 
100.00 (N=70) 
100.00 (N=60) 
100.00 (N=69) 

20-24 
25-29
30-34 

35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50+ 

24.) Number of Different Spouses by Age of Respondents. in Percentages 

Ae Number of different 'pouses 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ Total 
All ages 
20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50+ 

30.21 
40.00 
41.79 
30.95 
25.00 
24.29 
18.33 
28.98 

30.42 
37.14 
22.39 
32.15 
41.67 
31.43 
25.00 
23.19 

22.93 
15.71 
23.88 
25.00 
20.00 
27.14 
23.33 
24.64 

8.75 
4.29 

10.44 
7.40 
6.66 
7.14 

16.67 
10.14 

2.93 
1.43 
1.50 
2.38 
3.33 
2.85 
1.67 
7.25 

2.29 
1.43 
0.00 
0.00 
1.67 
4.29 
6.67 
2.90 

1.04 
0.00 
0.00 
2.38 
0.00 
1.43 
3.33 
0.00 

0.62 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
5.00 
0.00 

0.41 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
1.67 
0.00 
0.00 
1.45 

0.40 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
1.43 
0.00 
1.45 

100.00 (N=480 
100.00 (N=70) 
100.00 (N=67) 
100.00 (N=84) 
100.00 (N=60) 
100.00 (N=70) 
100.00 (N=60) 
100.00 (N-69) 

... -.

20-24 
25-29 
30-34 
35-39 
40-44 
45-49 
50+ 



25.) Nwnbw of Times Married by Number of Difraent Spoue, in IPentae of Respondnts 

Number of 
different 
*Guns 

All spouses 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10+ 

All 
marriages 

-
30.21 
30.42 
22.93 
8.75 
2.93 
2.29 
1.04 
0.62 
0.41 
0.40 

100.00 
(N=480) 

1 

15.83 
15.83 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

2 

19.79 
9.38 

10.41 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

3 

19.38 
5.00 
8.96 
5.42 
-
-
-
-
-
-
-

41 

13.33 
-

6.67 
4.58 
2.08 
-
-
-
-
-
-

5 

8.13 
-

2.92 
3.75 
1.04 
0.42 

-
-
-
-
-. 

Number of times married 

6 7 8 9 

7.71 7.29 1.88 1.67 
- - - -

0.83 0.63 0.00 0.00 
4.79 2.92 0.63 0.63 
1.04 2.29 1.04 0.63 
0.42 1.25 0.21 0.00 
0.63 0.20 0.00 0.00 
- 0.00 0.00 0.20 
- - 0.00 0.21 
- - - 0.00 
- - - -

10 

1.46 
-

0.00 
0.00 
0.21 
0.21 
1.04 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

11 

0.83 
-

0,00 
0.00 
0.42 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.20 
0.21 
0.00 

12 

0.84 
-

0.00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.21 
0.42 
0.21 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

13+ 

1.86 
-

0.00 
0.21 
0.00 
0.21 
0.00 
0.63 
0.21 
0.20 
0.40 

Total 

100.00 (N-480) 
30.21 (N-480) 
30.42 (N-480) 
22.93 (N-480) 

8.75 (N-480) 
2.93 (N-480) 
2.29 (N-480) 
1.04 (N-480) 
0.62 (N-480) 
0.41 (N-480) 
0.40 (N-480) 

,F, 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10+ 

" 

1Islamic law states that after three marriages to the same partner, a new partner must be married before the original partner may be married again. 

26.) Number of Remarriages by First Three Spouses Remarried, in Percentage 1 
of Respondents 

Spouses 
remarried 

First 

Second 

Third 

1 

24.79 

15.63 

6.67 

2 

14.58 

7.50 

5.00 

Number of remarriages_ 

3 4 

8.13 1.04 

3.54 1.46 

1.88 0.83 

5+ 

1.25 

0.42 

0.21 

,Al 
Total 

49.792 

28.553 

14.594 

-
,-. 

'; 

IN = 480 in each case 

2 
F-gure represents those who have married any one husband more then once. 

3 Figure represents those who have married any two husbands more then once. 

4 Figure represents those who have married any three husbands more than once. 
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27.) Age Desired for Daughter's First Marriage by Age at First Marriage of Respondent, in Percentage of Respondents 

Age desired for daughter's first marriage 
;f20 ep _
 

Age at respondent's 14 and
1 above Not , :. ,


first marriage Total under 15 16 17 18 
 19 20 20 stated Total 

All ages at 
first marriage 100.00 3.45 25.20 4.24 5.31 21.75 1.59 15.12 8.22 15.12 100.00 (N=377) 

14 and under 18.83 4.23 25.35 2.82 5.63 21.12 5.63 12.68 9.86 12.68 100.00 (N=71)15 35.54 4.48 35.82 4.48 4.48 15.67 0.75 14.18 6.71 13.43 100.00 (N=134) 15 
'A 

16 16.45 6.45 22.58 8.06 9.68 11.29 0.00 9.68 9.68 22.58 100.00 (N=62) 16
17 12.20 0.00 15.22 2.17 6.52 36.96 0.00 8.70 10.87 19.56 100.00 (N=46) 17
18 7.69 0.00 13.79 3.45 3.45 41.38 3.45 17.24 6.90 10.34 100.00 (N=29) 18 

above 18 6.37 0.00 8.33 4.17 0.00 16.67 0.00 50.00 8.33 12.50 100.00 (N=24) 

Not stated 2.92 - -  - - - - - -. 

r e a.,. .D 

1The figures used exclude the respondents in Haa-Alif, Haa-Dhaal, and Shaviyani Atolls due to interviewer misinterpretation of the question concern
ing age desired for daughter's first marriage. 

.. ;;. .. A........... 
28.) Age Desired for Daughter's First Marriage by Current Age of Respondent, in Percentages 

Age desired for daughter's first marriage o -'s
14 and above Not

Age under 15 16 17 18 19 20 20 stated Total 

All ages1 3.45 25.20 4.24 5.31 21.75 1.59 15.12 8.22 15.12 100.00 (N=377) , :
20-24 3.57 16.07 3.57 5.36 28.67 1.79 10.71 1.79 28.57 100.00 (N=56) 20-2425-29 0.00 24.49 6.12 2.04 24.49 2.04 20.41 8.17 12.24 100.00 (N=49) 25-29
30-34 1.52 24.24 4.54 1.52 24.24 1.52 13.63 12.12 16.67 100.00 (N=66) 30-34
35-39 2.17 32.61 4.35 13.05 17.39 2.17 10.87 10.87 6.52 100.00 (N=46) 35-3940-44 5.36 25.00 3.57 3.57 17.86 1.78 17.86 5.36 19.64 100.00 (N=56) 40-44
45-49 7.41 24.07 1.85 11.11 14.82 0.00 22.22 9.26 9.26 100.00 (N=54) 45-49
50+ 4.00 32.00 6.00 2.00 24.00 2.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 100.00 (N=50) 50+ 

. J .0 ' 2 

1All ages: below 18 18 and 19 20 and above 

38.21 .. ..23.34 23.34 



VI. DIET AND HEALTH 

29.) Type of Food1 Consumed Daily by Combined Wife and Husband Income2 Earned in a Month, in Percentage of Respondents 

________ Combined Income 

Food Total Nil 
Lou 

than 25 
25-
49 

50-
74 

75-
99 

100-
124 

125-
149 

150-
199 

200-
29% 

300-
399 400+ 

Not 
stated 

Fruit 

None 

Banana 

Papaya 

Mango 

Coconut 

Other 

74.58 

8.13 

7.08 

3.96 

3.75 

2.50 

100.00 

78.26 

8.70 

5.22 

2.61 

4.35 

0.86 

100.0(7 

82.76 

6.90 

0.00 

5.17 

3.45 

1.72 

100.00 

72.22 

2.78 

11.11 

2.78 

8.33 

2.78 

100.00 

73.59 

5.66 

7.55 

5.66 

3.77 

3.77 

V100 

72.73 

9.09 

9.09 

0.00 

9.09 

0.00 

100.00 

84.09 

4.55 

6.81 

0.00 

0.00 

4.55 

100.00 

71.43 

14.29 

0.00 

9.52 

4.76 

0.00 

100.00 

76.67 

6.67 

13.33 

0.00 

0.00 

3.33 

100.00 

56.76 

10.81 

8.11 

13.51 

8.11 

2.70 

100.00 

63.16 

21.06 

5.26 

5.26 

0.00 

5.26 

1.00.00 

72.22 

16.66 

5.26 

0.00 

0.00 

5.26 

100.00 

68.42 

5.27 

18.42 

2.63 

2.63 

2.63 

100.00 

,-I 

Lunch 

Nothing 

Curry & rice 

Soup3 & rice 

Breadfruit 

Screwpine 

Taro 

Kandu 

Other 

4.58 

15.62 

34.79 

17.29 

1.25 

10.42 

4.17 

11.88 

100.00 

6.95 

14.78 

22.61 

20.87 

1.74 

19.13 

5.22 

8.70 

100.0 

1.72 

13.80 

25.86 

25.86 

1.72 

15.52 

6.90 

8.62 

100.00 

2.78 

16.67 

47.22 

16.67 

0.00 

2.78 

5.55 

8.33 

100.00 

7.55 

15.09 

24.53 

18.87 

1.89 

15.09 

3.77 

13.21 

100.00 

0.00 

18.18 

0.00 

45.46 

9.09 

0.00 

0.00 

27.27 

100.00 

4.55 

13.64 

45.45 

13.64 

2.27 

2.27 

2.27 

15.91 

100.00 

9.52 

14.29 

57.15 

9.52 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

9.52 

100.00 

6.67 

20.00 

43.33 

3.33 

0.00 

6.67 

0.00 

20.00 

100.00 

0.00 

18.92 

48.65 

10.81 

0.00 

8.11 

2.70 

10.81 

100.00 

10.53 

15.79 

42.10 

5.00 

0.00 

10.53 

0.00 

15.79 

100.00 

0.00 

22.22 

66.67 

11.11 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

100.00 

0.00 

13.16 

34.21 

18.42 

0.00 

5.26 

10.53 

18.42 

100.00 

Zz", 

°"" p°, 

Table continued on next page. 



Table 29 continued 

Combined Income 

Food 

Dinner 

Nothing 

Curry & rice 

Soup & rice 

Breadfruit 

Screwpine 

Taro 

Kandu 

Other 

F-od,eTotal 

2.50 

25.53 

38.54 

12.29 

1.46 

8.33 

2.92 

8.33 

100.00 

(N=480) 

Nil 

6.09 

18.26 

33.04 

14.78 

1.74 

15.65 

435 

6.09 

100.00 

(N=115) 

Lessthan 25 

0.00 

31.03 

22.42 

15.52 

1.72 

12.07 

3.45 

8.62 

100.00 

(N=58) 

25-49 

0.00 

19.44 

44.44 

11.11 

5.56 

2.78 

5.56 

8.33 

100.00 

(N=36) 

50-74 

0.00 

2641 

47.17 

7.55 

0.00 

11.32 

0.00 

7.55 

100.00 

(N=53) 

75-99 

0.00 

36.36 

36.36 

9.09 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

18.19 

100.00 

(N=11) 

100-124 

0.00 

27.27 

54.55 

6.82 

2.27 

2.27 

0.00 

6.82 

100.00 

(N=44) 

125-149 

0.00 

38.10 

47.62 

9.52 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

4.76 

100.00 

(N=21) 

150-199 

0.00 

23.33 

53.33 

10.00 

0.00 

3.34 

0.00 

10.00 

100.00 

(N=30) 

200-299 

0.00 

35.14 

32.43 

10.81 

0.00 

8.11 

0.00 

13.51 

100.00 

(N=37) 

300-399 

0.00 

31.57 

36.84 

10.53 

0.00 

10.53 

0.00 

10.53 

100.00 

(N=19) 

400+ 

0.00 

38.89 

55.56 

5.55 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

100.00 

(N=18) 

Notstated 

2.63 

15.79 

26.32 

23.68 

2.63 

2.63 

13.16 

12.16 

100.00 

(N=38) 

; 

, 

; , 

."-,,

, 

1The type of food eaten may vary according to the season, although seasonal foods such'as fish, breadfruit and kandu can be dried for out-of-seasonconsumption. See page 12 for description of foods. 

2USS1=MR7.50 

3 
Soup is always made from fish and only occasionally is curry made from a food other than fish. 

• 

Only two women reported eating neither lunch nor dinnet. 



30.) Attitude toward Quentity I aod Dulity2 of Food by Combined Wife and Husband 
Income Earned Ina Month, inPercentaje of Respondents 

Combined income Enough food Satisfied with present type of food 

All categories 

Nil 
less than 25 
25-49 
50-99 
100-149 
150-199 
200-299 
300-399 
400-499 
500+ 

Not stated 

51.25 

40.87 
34.48 
38.88 
59.38 
56.92 
73.33 
64.86 
73.68 
66.67 
83.33 

42.11 

39.79 

35.65 
27.59 
38.88 
46.88 
46.15 
46.67 
32.43 
52.63 
33.33 
58.33 

39.47 

(N-480) 

(N=1 15) 
(N-58) 
(N=36) 
(N-64) 
(N=65) 
(N=30) 
(N=37) 
(N=19) 
(N=6) 
(N=1 2) 

(N=38)-,-,,o.... 

-,V,?r 
25-49 
50-99 
100-149 
150-199 
200-299 
300-399 
400-499 
500+ 

,.,, 

1Question read, "Does your family get enough food to eat?" 
.. .. ........ .. .. .. .. , .2 

2 Question read, "Are you satisfied with the food you eat or do you wish you could have 
other varieties of food?" 

31.) Sickness Experienced in Respondent's Family during Month before Interview by 
Treatment Taken, Expressed in Raw Figures 

Sickness 

Treatment 
taken Diarrhea 

Diarrhea & 
vomiting 

Skin 
disease Fever Other 

N)ne 

Charming1 

Local medicine1 

Drugs2 

Not stated 

8 

7 

7 

35 

1 

4 

5 

3 

30 

1 

3 

1 

6 

10 

0 

21 

15 

17 

132 

1 

12 

6 

14 

30 

0 

. 

, 

ZJZ., 7 
J; 

Total 58 43 20 186 62 

Percent 
(N 480) 

12.08 8.96 4.17 38.75 12.91 
e,) 

ISee page 13 for description. 

2This includes visits to the Atoll Health Center, visits from the Community Health Worker, 
and the use of privately purchased drugs. 

2 

71 



A.O .VIi 

VII. ECONOMIC STATUS AND RELATED ACTIVITIES 

;A' -L-h .32 

32.) Chief Activity1 by Number of Working Days per Week, in Percentage2 of Respondents 

Chief activity 

Number of days .... ..... ; 

per week engaged rope making cadjan weaving farming other3 _____
 

Any numbi r of days 26.88 9.38 13.54 13.96 ';,-' : 
1 or 2 8.33 2.71 3.13 3.96 1 or 2 
3 or 4 6.46 2.71 3.96 4.17 3 or 4 
5 or 6 4.17 1.46 2.08 2.50 5 or 6 

daily 7.71 2.29 4.38 3.33 

Not stated 0.21 0.21 0.00 0.00 

1Chief activity - that single activity distinct from household duties in which the respondent 
spends most of her time relative to other activities. 63.75% engaged in at least one activity, 
while 36.25% do not engage in any activity. See page 12 for description of rope making and 
cadjan weaving. 

... 

"N =480 for each case 

3 Other activities include gathering firewood, mat weaving, drying fish and collecting shells. 
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33.) Income1 of Respondents Earned in One Week by Activity, In Pegcentngfs2 

Activity Weekly Income in Rupees
 

1-9 10-19 20+
 

All activities 17.93 
 7.53 5.64 " 

Single activity 13.54 3.35 3.34
 

rope making 6.46 0.42 0.21
 

cadjun weaving 1.46 0.42 0.00 ;;e';; 

farming 1.25 0.63 0.21 .-,,r 

other 4.37 1.88 2.92 

Two of the above activities 2.51 3.34 1.05 '--"'" ;
in combination "': A-*' ;j 

More than two of the above 1.88 0.84 1.25 , "'
 
activities in combination
 

133.95% of all respondents earned money. Those who earned less than one rupee in aweek
 
(2.85%) are not included in the table.
 

;, 4ro ,;............. .......
 
2N = 4PO in each case.
 

34.) Income Earned in One Month by Respondent and Husband, in Percentage of Respondents 

Monthly income1 
Combined wife & husband 2 

Respondent only Husband only -," . ,' 

Nil 23.96 66.25 22.46
 
Less than 25 12.08 16.25 
 10.39 .,.- "
 
25-49 7.50 
 8.12 7.97 25-4950-99 13.33 5.62 14.73 50-99
100-149 13.54 1.67 13.53 100-149
150-199 6.25 0.63 7.00 150-.199
200-299 7.71 0.83 7.00 200-299300-399 3.96 0.42 3.86 300-399
400-499 1.25 0.21 1.21 400-499
500+ 2.50 0.00 2.66 500+ 
Not stated 7.92 0.21 9.19 • -

100.00 100.00 100.00 
(N=480) (N=480) (N=414) 

e .,. ,: . -...... .: .;*. *,; ) 5-";' *.:* .*,. .,.- .,. 

1 The figures were gathered by asking how much money was earned in the previous month 
by the respondent and her husband. Since the periods of work and times of payment are 
on no fixed schedule, the income for any individual will vary from month to month. 

2 For those not married, the combined income figure represents the respondent's income 
alone. 
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35.) Income Earned in One Month by Husbands classified by Occupation, in Percentage of Respondents with Husbands 

Monthly income in rupees 

.. Psc" 
 .---..sj
 

Loss 25- 50- 100- 150- 200- 300- NotOccupation Total Nil than 25 49 99 149 199 299 399 400+ stated 

None 2.90 9.68 2.33 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.45 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.63 

Fisherman 46.38 58.06 58.13 72.73 45.90 35.71 31.03 31.03 25.00 18.75 42.11 ,Af,,,.._ 

Fammar 5.80 9.68 4.65 0.00 4.92 3.57 0.00 13.79 6.25 12.50 2.63 .- f,,... 

Carpenter 6.76 4.30 9.30 0.00 11.47 8.93 10.34 3.45 6.25 3.25 5.26 -, 

Mason 2.90 2.15 4.65 0.00 4.92 1.79 0.00 6.90 6.25 0.00 2.63 , 

Toddy tapper 3.86 4.30 2.33 6.06 3.28 7.14 3.45 0.00 6.25 0.00 2.63 ;;, 

Crew member of 
boat trans-
porting goods 

3.14 0.00 233 0.00 3.28 8.93 0.00 3.45 6.25 6.25 5.26 -
....
.. 

, 

to Malb 

Worker in 
M a i 'l 

4.83 0.00 2.33 0.00 0.00 7.14 10.34 6.90 18.75 18.75 10.54 ,
; 

Government 5.80 1.08 0.00 0.00 3.28 16.07 31.03 3.45 0.00 6.25 2.63 ,4.= -
servant out
side of Mal& 2 

Seaman 3.62 2.15 0.00 0.00 4.92 1.79 3.45 6.90 6.25 12.50 7.89 , - ! 
Other3 14.01 8.60 13.95 21.21 18.03 8.93 6.91 24.13 18.75 18.75 15.79 - J;; 

100.00 
(N=414) 

100.00 
(N-93) 

100.00 
(N=43) 

100.00 
(N=33) 

100.00 
(N=61) 

100.00 
(N=56) 

100.00 
(N=29) 

100.00 
(N=29) 

100.00 
(N=16j 

100.00 
(N=16) 

100.00 
(N-38) 

1 Respondent did not know the actual joh her husband was doing. 

2 1ncludes island chief, atoll chief, island office clerk, judge, and mudhim. 

3 1ncludes cadjun weaver, blackwnith, wood cutter, businessman, teacher, maker of wooden spoons, mat weaver, local medicine practitioner, tailor,
barber, caretaker of uninhabited island, plucker of coconuts, and caretaker of fishing boats. 
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36.) Expenditures per Occupant in a Week by Combined Wife and Husband Income, Expressed in Percentage of Respondents 

Combined income in one month 

Weekly expenditure 
per occupant on 
food Total Nil 

Less 
than 25 

25-
49 

50-
99 

100-
149 

150-
199 

200-
299 

300
399 400+ 

Ni! 
Less than 0.5 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10-19 
20-29 
30+ 
Not stated 

10.42 
0.42 
9.37 

11.25 
15.83 
9.79 
9.37 
7.50 
4.38 
4.17 
1.04 
8.33 
1.46 
1.37 
5.00 

25.22 
0.87 
8.70 
8.70 

15.65 
8.70 

10A3 
4-35 
1.73 
2.61 
0.00 
7.83 
1.73 
0.00 
3.48 

13.79 
0.00 

22.41 
15.52 
17.24 

1.72 
6.90 
1.72 
1.72 
3.45 
1.72 
5.17 
0.00 
3.45 
5.17 

11.11 
0.00 
8.33 

13.88 
19.44 
2.78 
5.56 
8.33 
5.56 
2.78 
0.00 
5.56 
2.78 
2.78 

11.11 

0.00 
0.00 

14.06 
9.38 

17.19 
10.94 
18.75 

7.81 
6.25 
3.13 
0.00 
6.25 
0.00 
1.56 
4.68 

1.54 
0.00 
3.08 
7.69 

16.92 
13.85 
10.76 
13.85 

7.69 
6.15 
3.08 
9.23 
3.08 
1.54 
1.54 

0.00 
0.00 
3.33 

13.33 
16.67 
23.33 
0.00 

10.00 
0.00 
6.67 
3.33 

16.67 
0.00 
0.00 
6.67 

2.70 
2.70 
2.70 

16.22 
18.92 
8.10 
5.41 

18.92 
5.41 
2.70 
0.00 
5.41 
2.70 
2.70 
5.41 

5.26 
0.00 
0.00 
0.00 

21.05 
15.79 

5.26 
5.26 
5.26 

10.53 
0.00 

21.06 
0.00 
5.26 
5.26 

b.56 
0.00 

11.11 
5.56 
0.00 

11.11 
11.11 

5.56 
5.56 

11.11 
5.56 

16.66 
5.55 
0.GO 
5.55 

;.-

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10-19 
20-29 
30+ 

-.. . 

" 

100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

on items other 
than food 

;.,-. 
,;. , 

Nil 
Less than 0.5 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5+ 

Not stated 

33.33 
16.04 
25.21 
9.17 
5.63 
2.50 
6.25 
1.87 

52.17 
13.04 
16 5 
5.22 
2.61 
1.74 
7.83 
1.74 

32.76 
24.14 
24.14 
5.17 
8.62 
0.00 
0.00 
5.17 

38.88 
16.67 
19.44 

5.56 
5.56 
0.00 

11.11 
2.78 

29.69 
18.75 
35.94 

9.37 
4.69 
1.56 
0.00 
0.00 

18.46 
18.46 
27.69 
13.85 
6.15 
1.54 

13.85 
0.00 

20.00 
16.67 
20.00 
16.67 
10.00 
6.66 

10.00 
0.00 

13.51 
8.11 

37.63 
13.51 
10.81 

5.41 
5.41 
5.41 

31.58 
0.00 

31.58 
15.80 

5.26 
5.26 
5.26 
5.26 

11.11 
16.67 
38.89 
11.11 
0.00 

11.11 
11.11 
0.00 -

., 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5+ 

-

,5. 
O

-
100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 

(N=480) (N=1 15) (N=58) (N=36) (N=64) (N=65) (N=30) (N=37 (N=19) (N=18) 



37.) Property Ownership, in Pen.nteg of Rewpondents 

Owners 

Property
'' z.'-' '- ' Wife end
 

Property Respondent Husband 
 husband together 

House 27.29 37.68 39.13
 

Fruit trees 31.67 40.58 
 34.06
 

Boat 5.42 7.97 
 11.84
 

Sewing machine 5.21 5.31 
 7.25
 

Radio 2.29 5.80 
 5.31
 

Vegetable or 9.7.92 9.903 
 11.594 
1
grain plot

?.. ~ v,**~1 As all land is government-owned, the permission to cultivate a plot of land may be consi. 
dered 'property'. 

291.49% of this figure comes from Region C, the atolls south of the Huadhoo Channel 

375.61% of this figure comes from Region C. 

437.50% of this figure comes from Region C. 

38.) Other Economic Involvement, in Percentage of Respondents 

Economic Involvement Percentage .,-. ;,;.s> 

Trade goods with other 14.38 ...... 
families or shops 

Perform services in return 12.92 • .' . 
for food and other items 

Transact business with other 11.67 " , r 
women on a regular basis 

Have borrowed money 11.25 ,:,,j .'-,--

Husbands of respondents who 12.32 'C..
have borrowed money .:
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39.) Attltde toward Incrmed Opportunitie for Women to Ean Money. In Pervenages s 

Attitude Percentae 

Disagreed that women should 
be able to earn more money 

2.08 i.; 
. 

s , , 

Agreed that women should be 
able to earn more money 1 97.92 

100.00 
(N-480) 

, ;,+.;p . 

1 Women replying affirmatively were asked what activities they could suggest 'to earn moremoney, and their responses are presented below. 

A. Activities mentioned 
respondents (N-470) 

1.) Rope making 

2.) Cadjun weaving 

3.) Mat weaving 

4.) Shell collecting 

either separately or in combination 

44.16 

41.88 

2a.58 

11.46 

by 51.67% of affirmative 

• ,,(, 

" (3 

.;A (' 

4---d'---- ------------------- ----- -- "----

S. Activities mentioned separately by 46.25% of affirmative respondents (N=470) 

5.) Sewing 14.79 

6.) Farming 
3.54 

7.) Selling firewood 3.13 

---

V 

8.) Midwifery 

9.) Teaching 

10.) Making coconut oil 

11.) Any kind of work 

12.) Raising poultry 

13.) Managing a tea shop 

14.) Other 

2.71 

1.87 

1.87 

1.25 

0.63 

0.63 

1.04 

, 

,... 

,, 

.,., 

, 

;,. 

., 

" 

15.) Unspecified 14.79 .... 
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VIII. SELECTED SKILLS 

40.) Distribution of Skills by Age, in Percentages 

Type of skill 

.- 4UseAge None of local1lSewing medicine ;; Use ofMidwifery charms1 

All ages 72.92 19.17 6.0420-24 78.57 20.00 0.00 
2.92 1.67 (N-480)2 
1.43 0.0025-29 64.18 (N-70)34.33 0.0030-34 57.14 21.43 

4.48 0.00 (N-67)
2.3835-39 80.00 15.00 

0.00 1.19 (N-84)6.67 1.6740-44 ".67 (N-60)78.57 14.29 14.29
45-49 83.33 11.67 8.33 

4.29 4.29 (N=70)
5.0050+ 73.91 0.00 (N-60)15.94 10.14 5.80 4.35 (N-69) 

1
See page 13 for description.
 

2Some respondents have more than one skill, so therefore the percentages do not total i00. 

41.) Skills of Respondent by Instructor, in Percentages 

Type of skill 

'>;: :j' ~Use , ; ., . of local 


Instructor 
 All skills Sewing medicine Midwifery Use of charms 

Mother 14.18 6.52 34.48 8.33 37.50 
Father 
 3.55 2.17 6.90 0.00 12.50 
Other 11.35 13.0, 0.00relatives 33.33 0.000,
 

Friend 15.60 16.31 13.79 8.33 25.00 
Professionals 24.82 22.83 27.59 33.33 25.00not covered '4.n, 

by the above 
4 categories 

Other 23.41 30.431 10.34 16.68 0.00 
Not stated 7.09 8.70 6.90 0.00 0.00

100.00 00.00 100.00 100.00(N-141) (N-92) 100.00
(N-29) (N-12) (N-8)
 

1A large number of those respondents knowing how to rew claim that they taught themselves. 
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42.) kIW, Respondents Daeel to Lomn, inPercanto 

Mtlll Percentage ____ 

None 39.58 1 

Education 11.46 "or 

Sewing 10.42 

Tailoring1 7.08 . .1 

Mat weaving 4.17 

Midwifery 3.96 

Local medicine 3.54 

Handicraft work 1.25 

Teaching 0.63 

Other activities 0.63 

Unspecified 6.45 , " 
49.59 

Not applicable2 3.75 
* 2 

Not stated 7.08 

100.00 
(N=480) 

1 Tailoring is a more complex skill than sewing involving the design and making of men's 
shirts and trousers. 

2These respondents claimed that they were too old or their eyesight too bad to learn 
any new skills. 

- - " .; ; .43 

43.) Interet in Training to Learn a Now Skill, in Percentage of Respondents 

Interest Percentage 

Yes 1 63.54 

No 36.46 

100.C0 
(N-480) 

131.67% of all respondents would be willing to travel to another island for training. 
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IX. PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION 

44.) Major Problemsaffecting Life on theisland by Rank, in Percentage of Respondentul 

Problem 

1.) Poor fishing 

2.) Lack of schoots 

3.) Lack of firewood 

4.) Lack of land for 

cultivation 

5.) Poor harbor 

6.) Disease 

7.) Sewage disposal 

8.) Lack of local food 

9.) Saline water 

10.) Crowded conditions 

11.) Any other problem 2 

Total respondents
mentioning problem 

42.92 

38.54 

29.17 

27.50 

21.88 

16.88 

12.50 

6.67 

6.46 

5.21 

19.58 

1 

18.33 

15.42 

11.88 

5.83 

8.33 

5.63 

4.17 

1.25 

2.50 

1.04 

9.16 

Rank given
2 3 

11.86 5.63 

13.33 6.04 

6.46 5.63 

8.13 8.13 

6.88 3.75 

1.46 2.50 

3.54 2.50 

1.88 1.25 

1.46 1.46 

1.25 0.63 

5.21 3.13 

4., 

4.17 

1.04 

3.33 

3.96 

2.08 

2.29 

1.67 

1.46 

0.63 

0.83 

1.67 -.. 

.. ,,.,,. 

....... 

" ..... 

It 

',.. , 

.-

.g 

.... 

; 

1 N =480 in each case 

2 Other problems were mostly related to the lack of mechanized dhons sts, along
with a variety of problems concerning money, cultivation, food and education. Those notreplying as well as those answering "don't know" or "no problem" totalled 16.46%. 

46.) Opinion on Who Is Responsible for Developmant of Island, in Percentage of Respondents 

Who is responsible 
Percentage 

Community 
65.21 

Island chief 
38.96 

Government 

13.54 
Atoll chief 

12.92 
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46.) Main Problems in Family by Combined Wife and Husband Income Earned in One Month 

Combined income 

Main problems 
All income 

groups Nil 
Le 

than 25 
25-
49 

50-
99 

100-
149 

150-
199 

200-
299 

300-
399 

400
499 500+ ";.,-, .Ir, 

No problem 
mentioned 28.96 16.52 29.31 25.00 46.88 32.31 33.33 18.92 47.37 66.67 66.67 

Not enough 
money 49.38 63.48 58.62 44.44 37.50 46.15 36.67 62.16 21.05 0.00 16.67 . 

Unsatisfactory 
housing 

Lack of income
producing 
activities 

35.42 

8.96 

43.48 

20.87 

25.86 

5.17 

52.78 

5.56 

29.69 

6.25 

43.08 

4.62 

20.00 

6.67 

21.73 

5.41 

21.05 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

16.67 

0.00 ;, -

Too many 
children1 3.54 5.22 1.72 2.78 3.13 6.15 6.67 2.70 0.00 0.00 0.00 

Other 10.21 

(N=480) 

9.57 

(N=115) 

8.62 

(N=58) 

11.11 

(N=36) 

4.69 

(N=64) 

4.62 

(N=65) 

26.67 

(N=30) 

10.82 

(N=37) 

21.05 

(N=19) 

33.33 

(N=6) 

0.00 

(N=12) 

1 Respondents might have hesitated to mention this problem due to religious and social attitudes which support the notion that all children born will 
be well provided for. 
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47) Propoed Use of Additional Income, If Earned, by Rank, In Peerntage of Respondents 

Proposed use 

Children's 

education 
Buy better food 
Repair or improve 

1 

51.88 

31.67 

9.38 

2 

17.29 

28.75 

21.25 

Rank given 
3 4 

9.17 3.33 

13.13 2.50 

21.88 13.13 

5 

1.04 

0.42 

1.04 

6 

0.42 

0.00 

0.42 

Total respondents 
choosing use 

83.13 

76.46 

66.88 

-

house 

Medical treatment 

Savings 

Buy watch or 

radio 

2.50 

1.04 

0.00 

9.38 

1.04 

0.83 

22.71 

1.67 

0.83 

20.42 

2.50 

4.17 

1.67 

9.58 

15A2 

0.00 

14.79 

6.88 

56.67 

31.04 

28.13 

X. SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS OF WOMEN 

48.) Respondents' Discussion of Married Life with other Women, in Percentages 

Discussion 
Percentage 

Do not engage in discussion 90.00 
Engage in discussion 10.00 

100.00 
(N=480) 

discussion 
partners 

friends 
6.25 

relatives 
3.12 

some other person 0.42 

midwives 
0.21 

10.00 8 
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49.) People Sought by Respondents for Advice on a Problem, In Percentages 

Person sought for advice Percentage 

Relatives 27.92 

Parents 22.29 

Island chief 15.00 

Friend 14.17 

Judge 1.25 

Other 4.37 

No one 15.00 . t, 

100.00 
(N=480) 

.0.) Respondents considering other Women as Leaders on their Island, in Percentages 

Consideration Percentage 

No 

Yes 

36.87 

63.13 

100.00 
(N=480)1 

reason women considered leaders 

educated 

good personality 

religious women 

wife of rich or important man 

other 

41.46 

27.08 

9.38 

4.58 

1.25 

J 

.. 

-_JJ,,,€i 

. A.z 

O" 

" 

N -480 for each percentage figured below. 
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TABLES DERIVED FROM ISLAND RESOURCE QUESTIONNAIRE 

I.) Islands by Size of Population I Men's 5 4 8 6 

Women's 2 4 5 0 

Number of islands ,, ' - ' 

-, I.. '~... -I ).....-, ) -- 3 .... Schools per 10001 
lize Total Region A Region B Region C 4.' 
!00-399 9 3 6 0 All types 3.02 2.22 4.12 3.41 

*0-599 5 3 0 2 
Makthab 1.13 .81 .62 1.47100-799 7 4 2 1 ,, 

00-999 6 3 2 1
000+2 13 6 0 7 Kiavaage 1.53 .91 3.30 1.67 

40 19 10 11 Madhrasaa .36 .50 .20 .27 

Shops per 1000 3.58 4.12 5.57 2.79 

The total population of the islands on which interviews were conduct- Midwives per 1000 
d is 50306. females 3 2 5 3 

Due to the sample design, 13 of the 20 islands with popurations of - 
000 or more were selected. , . 

1 Following completion of thL survey, new initiatives have been taken 
by the government to establish more institutions on the islands. 

* ' -

'.) Selected Island Characteristics by Region, Expressed in Ratios ,. 6 >z 
The information on the number of boats owned by island inhabitants 
is incomplete but following is the number of boats per 1000 in Regions 
A and B. See page 12 for description of boats. 

Region 

).,A-,,2 ,._,; A ,/ Region A Region B 
*haracterisics All Regions Region A Region B Region C 

All boats 45.3 48.9 

opulation in % .... 
Mechanized dhonis 2.5 4.1 

Total 100 39 10 51 ¢. , 

MIas dhonis 7.5 12.0 
Male 52 21 5 26 

,,. Vadu dhonis 20.8 23.9 
Female 48 18 5 25 0;.. 

, . . , /.'00 Baththeli 3.1 .4 

,osques per 1000 4 4 6 3 Other 11.4 8.5 
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3.) Selected Island Charcteristics by Region, Expremed In Number of Islands 

Region 

Characteristics 

Family health 
worker present 

All regibns 

9 

Region A 

2 

Region B 

3 

Region C 

44 .,., -4 

Condition 
of 

harbor 

good 

satisfactory 

poor 

Electricity 

presentl 

17 

13 

10 

10 

8 

4 

7 

4 

5 

2 

3 

1 

4 

7 

0 

5 

Shell collecting 

practiced 
24 12 5 7 

Organizations2 

sports 

service 

2 

4 

0 

3 

0 

1 

2 

0 

, , 

"

2 

1 Almost all islands having electricity are represented inelectricity are the heavily populated ones and were more 
on which interviews would take place. 

the sample. Those islands having
likely to be selected as an island 

2 At the time of the writing of this report, the formation of new organizations on the islands
is being encouraged. 

4.) Number of Coconut Trees per capita, Expressed in Number of Islands 

Number of 

Coconut Trees 

less than 1 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11+ 

"2" 

All Regions 

7 
5 
3 
3 
4 
1 
5 
2 
3 
1 
2 
4 

Region 

Z ... 2 ..... 

Region A Region B 

4 0 
3 1 
1 0 
1 0 
2 
0 1 
2 3 
0 1 
2 0 
0 1 
1 1 
3 1 

Region C 

3 
1 
2 
2 
11 
0 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 

14", 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11+ 
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5.) Major Crops and Vegetables Grown, Expressed in Number of Idands 

Major Crops All Regions 
'. 1 

Region A 
2 

Region B 
J3 
Region C 

Finger Millet 

Italian Millet 

Sorghum 

Maize 

7 

7 

3 

8 

5 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

6 PC 

Major Vegoebles 

Gourd 

Taro 

Pumpkin 

Breadfruit 

Chili 

Sweet potato 

Watermelon 

Onion 

Eggplant 

Drumstick 

Qther 

13 

12 

22 

18 

10 

16 

2 

2 

5 

7 

23 

6 

2 

11 

10 

8 

6 

2 

1 

2 

2 

9 

3 

1 

5 

3 

1 

5 

0 

0 

1 

3 

6 

4 

9 

6 

5 

1 

5 

0 

1 

2 

4 

8 

e. 

- J'. ' '" a a a a a a a 

6.) Best Fishing Season by Region, Expressed in Number of Islands 

Best fishing season 

Year around 

Southwest monsoon 

Northeast monsoon 

All Regions 

10 

10 

20 

Regions 

Region A Region B 

4 3 

4 5 

11 2 

Region C 

3 

1 

7 
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7.) Condition of Fishing in Beat Seaon in 1A78 Epr 0-d in Number of Islands 

Fishing 

Good Satisfatary Poor 
Best fishing All regions A B C" All regions A B C All regions A B C 
seeson 

Year around 3 2 1 0 3 1 2 0 4 1 0 3 

; 

Southwest 

monsoon 
4 1 3 0 4 0 2 1 2 2 0 0 

Northeast 3 2 0 1 6 4 0 2 11 5 2 4 
monsoon 

8.) Rainwater Storage Facilities and Drinking Water Wells Available, Exprwwd in Numr-ber of Islandsof Islands 

Regions 

All Regions 

Region A 

Region B 

Region C 

Number of islands with 
rainwater storage 

19 

10 

2 

7 

Numbur of personsNumber of drinking per drinking
water wells water well 

161 (A&B only) 152 (A&B only) 

134 147 

27 180 

figures not collected 

.-. 

2 

' 

. 

,, 

9.) Prevalence of Mat Weaving, Expressed in Number of Islands 0 !A, j .9 

Mat weving 

Mat weaving found 

Mat weaving not foundby reason 

no equipment or materials 

no knowledge of the work 

not statod 

All Regions 

26 

7 

3 

4 

40 

Region A 

11 

4 

1 

3 

19 

Region B 

8 

1 

0 

1 

10 

Region C 

7 

2 

2 

0 

11 

., 

., 

Ar,".* ., 

, 

,.,,' . 

.. 
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10.) 	 Quality of Radio Reception and Times of Day Transmilssons Received, Expresed
 
in Number of Islands
 

Quality of reception Times of day transmissions received 

Regions good satisfactory poor morning afternoon evening ____-

All regions 5 29 6 34 28 28 .- ' 

Region A 4 11 4 19 13 17 1 ),,,-

Region B 0 8 2 10 8 7 2 

0 5 7 4 3Region C 1 10 

11.) 	 Unique Features found on Islands 

Historic 
ziharra (building commemorating place visited by holy man) - Eydafushi, Kendhoo, Hangnameedhoo, 

Hulhudhoo 
mound - Miladhoo, Fioree, Fua Mulaku 
dagoba (structure dating from Buddhist times before the Twelfth Century A.D.) - Thodhoo 
stone piles - Kumundhoo 
monument - Maavaidhoo 
mosque built by Mohamed Thakurufaanu, liberator of the Maldives from Portuguese rule in 1573 -

Kolhufushi 
construction site of Kalhuoffunmi, boat used by Mohamed Thakurufaanu - Baarah 

Geographic 
lake - Kuludufushi, Maakadhoodhoo, Maabaidhoo 
unusually high elevations - Kudahuadhoo
 
deep water table - Guraidhoo
 
two iakes, fertile soil, flooding - Fua Mulaku
 
unique harbor formation - Hulhudhoo
 

Demographic 
distinct physical build, accent, working habits, social relationships - Kuludufushi 

,t'#.'. 	 -- ^.s.-Jz'- s j.--.- r.- nj.., -s, 

'J' 	 ...... ij 

• --. a --. . .t 

*fla~f*.4 ~ . *~'... .. .,... 

894 

89 



12.) Land AlIotted for Cultivation and Number of People Cultivating on Home an12. * DC * - - - - .12Other Islnds, by Island 

Home Isl;nd 

Number of people
Island Amount of land allotted per growerwith land (in units of 1000 square feet) 
Region A 

Huvarafushi 35 5 
Kumundhoo 600 40 
Maavaidhoo 47 6 
Nel'aidhoo not known amount desired 

Nolhivaramnu amount desired57 ,amount desired 
Maakurathu everyone 6 
Vehdhoo no one .15 
Iguraidhoo 405 

3 
Goidhoo no one .5 , 

Region B 

Thodhoo 
 no one amount desired 
Kolhufushi 1 2.5 
Kudahuadhoo 4 .8 

Region C 

Gemanifushi 100 5 
Fioree 66 amount varies
 

Fua Mulaku not known 
 5 
Hithadhoo 2480 5 
Hulhudhoo 250 5 

Maradhoo 125 5 

Other island 

Region A 

Huvarafushi 60 3mount desired 
Nallaidhoo 30 not known 
Miladhoo 150 amount desired 

Region C 
3 .A. 

Gadhdhco 
 319 
 5
 
Thinadhoo 350 5 
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13.) Contact with Other Islands, Expresed in Numbers of Islands 

Regions 
Visits to 

other islands 
Visits from 
other islands 

Number of boats 
travelling to Male 1 

All Regions.. 

daily 

weekly 

fortnightly 

monthly 

24 

11 

-

5 

23 

11 

-

6 

0 

5 

12 

21 

,,. 

.")" 

,, 

" 

Region A 

daily 

weekly' 

fortnigi tly 

monthly 

15 

3 

-

1 

12 

6 

-

1 

0 

5 

5 

8 

,. 

' 

.1 

" 

,,';" 

Y, 

" 

Rugion B2 

daily 

weekly 

fortnightly 

monthly 

1 

7 

-

2 

2 

5 

-

3 

0 

0 

4 

6," 

,.. 

Z. 

," 

Region C 

daily 

weekly 

fortnightly-

monthly 

8 

1 

2 

9 

0 

-

2 

0 

0 

3 

7 

j 

" 

V.. ... 

,).3 :.:; 

1 
one island in Region A and one in Region C reported no regular trips to Mal. 
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14.) Pecentage of Iland Dwellers Travelling Monthly to Male and of lland-reglatred
Residents Living in Mali, by Region 

Those travelling monthly Island-registered residents
Regions to Male living in Mal@' 
All regions 1.57 7.871 , .. 
Region A 1.78 12.422 1 . 
Region B 3.44 5.282 2 
Region C 1.04 

3 

.,.,.--- --- -- --- --7 -- Z'-,-1 Figures taken from 1977 Census. 

,;..1;. ... F 2* 2.. 
'?77 2 

2 Region A has 7.62% of its residents living in MaI and Region B 8.22% according to the1977 Census. The difference in these figures from those taken from the island resourcequestionnaire may indicate misreporting of the island chief or that the Islands visited were
not representative nf their regions in this characteristic.
 

15.) Sports Practiced by Number of Islands 
- ., ,.15 

Sports All Regions Region A Region B Region C
 

Football 
 19 10 3 6 
Bashil 12 5 3 4 

Volleyball 7 4 0 3 
Table tennis 5 2 0 3 
Badminton 3 2 0 1 
School Games 2 02 0 - JA,• ,, 

1 Bashi is a group game played with a ball and a racquet. 
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16.1 Major Activities of Women and Men, Exprsed in Number of Islands 

Major Activities All Regions Region A Region B Rogion C ; ; 

Women 

Rope making 26 

Farming 12 

Cadjun weaving 9 

Collecting shells 7 

Seanthi weaving1 5 

Mat weaving 5 

Tailoring 2 

Gathering firewood 1 

Drying fish 1 

Men 

Fishing 2 
30 

Farming 7 

Carpentry 3 

Gathering firewood 3 

Business 2 

Making lime 2 

Toddy tapping 1 

Reef fishing 1 

Line trawling 1 

Salting fish 1 

Servicing tourism 1 

1Saanthi are mats made from braided 
woven on a loom. 

2 Primarily pole and line fishing for tuna. 

, 

17 5 4 "',' 

3 2 7 

6 3 0 

3 1 3 4I, 

5 0 0 

4 0 1 

0 0 2 

1 0 0 

0 1 0 ill 

14 9 7 

2 1 4 

2 0 1 

3 0 0 

1 0 1 P ., 

2 0 0 'P 

1 0 0
 

1 0 
 0 Ao* 

1 0 0 

1 0 0 ".' 

0 0 1 . .,)' 

coconut leaf In contrast to other types of mats 

17.) Practitioners of Traditional Occupations per 1000 

Practitioners' All Regions Region A Region B Region C 

User of charms 3.82 

Preparer of local 1.35 
medfcine 

Performer of 0.82 

circumcisions 

1See page 13 for further description. 

2.34 

0.86 

1.07 

7.64 

1.65 

1.65 
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11L) Main Problems on Islands and Suggested Solutions 

I. 	 Geographic Problems 

A. Island washing away (Himandhoo, Hulhudhoo, Iguraid-
hoo) 

B. Flooding (Fua Mulaku, Maakadhodhoo, Thinadhoo) 

C. Salty Water (Holhudlhoo, Maakadhodhoo, Naalaafushi) 

D. Poor Harbor 
1.) No harbor at all (Feydhoo, Fua Mulaku, Maakad-

hodhoo, Maavaidhoo, Nellaidhoo) 
2.) Not enough depth (Eydafushi, Goidhoo, Huvaru-

fushi, lguraidhoo Kolufushi, Kuludufushi, Naalaa-
fushi, Thodhoo, Velidhoo) 

3.) Not enough space (Holhdhoo) 
4.) No reef (Iguraidhou) 
5.) Seasonal waves (Maakadhodhoo, Nolhivaramu)

6.) Seasonal diffiCulties (Miladhoo) 

7.) Entrance difficu!t {Himandhoo, Kudahuadhoo,


rJolhivaramu) 
8.) Problem not specified (Badidhoo, Hangnameed-

hoo, Kumundhoo, Maabaidhoo, Maakurathu, 
Maradhoo-Feydhoo) 

E. Poor soil (Maakadhodhoo) 

11, 	 Economic Problems 

A. Lack of adequate income producing activities (Feyd-
hoo, Hithadhoo, Hulhudhoo, Maradhoo-Feydhoo,
Velidhoo) 

B. Scarcity of land for cultivation (Holhudhoo, Marad-
hoo-Feydhoo) 

C. Leasing arrangements of government trees on islandnot agreeable (Himandhoo, Kudahuadhoo) 

D. 	 Fishing
1.) 	 Poor fishing (Dhonfanu, Kuludufushi) 
2.) 	 Mechanized dhonis 

a. 	 None (Goidhoo, Hangnameedhoo, Iguraidhoo, 
Thodhoo) 

b. Too few (Baarah, Badidhoo, Fares, Fioree,
Gemanifushi, Guraidhoo, Holhudhoo, Kend-
hoo, Kolhifushi, Mandhoo, Velidhoo) 

c. 	 Lack of diesel fuel (Guraidhoo, Hinawaru, 
Huvarufushi, Kendhoo, Kudahuadhoo, Meed-
hoo, Velidhoo) 

3.) 	 Difficulties selling catch (Fares) 

Ill. Problems Relating to Social Services 

A. Health 
1.) Limited access to health facilities and supplies 

(Baarah,baidhoo) Feydhoo, Holhudhoo, Kuludufushi, Maa
2.) No public lavatory (Kudahuadhoo) 

B. 	Education 

1.) 	 No school at all (Badidhoo, Dhonfanu, Hangna-
meedhoo, Himandhoo, Maabaidhoo, Naalaafushi) 
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2.) 	 Poorly functioning schoQl (Holhudhoo, Kolhufu. 

shi, 	 Kudahuadhoo, Kumundhoo, Maradhoo-Feyd.hoo, Miladhoo, Thodhoo) 

3.) 	 Poor teacher (Kudahuadhoo)
4.) No government school (Iguraidhoo) 
5.) No school building (Meedhoo) 
6.) 	 Available education not satisfactory (Gadhdhoo,

Hithadhoo, Hulhudhoo) 

C. Religion
1.) No Friday mosque (Baarah) 
2.) Mosque in need of repair (Kolhufushi, Kudahuad. 

hoc, Maakurathu) 
3.) No mudim (Thodhoo) 
4.) Friday mosque too small (Himandhoo, Naalaafu

shi) 
, .) No women's mosque (Himandhoo) 

D. Administration 
1.) No island office (Baarah) 
2.) Too distant from Atoll oflice (Baarah)
3.) No island guest house (Himandhoo) 

E. Transport 
1.) Too few boats travelling to Male (Guraidhoo)
2.) 	 Need to mechanize island-owned baththeli (Kuda. 

huadhoo) 

IV. 	 Problems Resulting from High Density of Population 

1.) 	 Scarcity of forest for firewood and items of houseconstruction (Feydhoo, Holhudhoo, Velidhoo) 

3.) 	 Scarcity of lana for housing (Ihinadhoo)2 	 Scarcity of local food (Holhudhoo) 

V. 	 Pest Problems 

1.) 	 Rats (Iguraidhoo, Kumundhoo, Naalaafushi, Noh
l1)a ralivaramu) dhi 

2.) Crows Jlguraidhoo)

3.) Mosquitoes (Maakadhodhoo)
4.) Beetle. (Nolhivaramu)
 
5.) Flies (Naalaafushi)
 

Suggested solutions for island problems
 
Construct breakwater to stop erosion.
 
Dynamite and remove coral to improve harbor.
 
Move to another islan6 to escape flooding.
 
Find amidwife.
 
Establish health center on island.
 
Move Atoll office to centrally-located island.
 
Make it possible for public to earn income.
 
Lower price of diesel fuel.
 
Train family health worker and midwife.
 
Assign near-by island for firewood.
 
Introduce tourism to create jobs.
Drain lake and use for housing.
 
Get more mechanizer dhonis.
 
Build school.
 
Dig harbor.
 

Suggested metns for ccrrying out those solutions
Aid from the Government of Maldives.
 
Work and cooperation from island population.

Assistance for those activities the 
 island population cannot 
carry out itself. 
Foreign aid. 


