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INTRCDUCTION TO SURVEY REPORT

The “Survey of Island Women" project was ~onceived in
June, 1978, when a representative of the Overseas Education
Fund (OEF} of Washington, D.C., USA, visited Malé¢ and
held discussions with Government of Maldives {GOM) officials
to determine what type of joint activity, if any, could be
developed for the benefit of the Republic of Maldives. Given
the interest in improving the living standard of those
Maldivians living outside of the capital of Malé, and the lack
of socio-economic data on which to base any plans for
development, it was lelt that a survey to determine felt needs
and to gather data in areas such as family, health, iticome,
and available resources would be the most appropriate project
at that time. The survey was tg involve primarily rural women,
who are the focus of OEF projects. For the use of the Govern-
ment, the design of a pilot project based on the results of the
survey was anticipated as the second and final component of
this GOM-OEF joint activity.

The emphasis on women grows out of the conviction that
women can contribute to the process of nationa! development
and out of the realization that they represent slightly less
than one-half of the Maldivian population whose skills, talents,
and energies must be tapped for this effort. The contribution
that women presently make to the national well-being cin
hardly be disputed as they bear and care for the children,
prepare the food, carry out the agricultural activities, gather
fuei for cooking, and produce necessities such as rope, mats
and cadjan. That contribution, however, can be enhanced if
women serve as a focus of island development with the
understanding that the benefits of increased skills and income
will accrue not only to the wonien but also to their families
and communities as well.

Women's issues pertaining to development need not be trezted
separately from men’s issues, but it is crucial that they not be
overlooked. These issues for women include access to training
in production-oriented skills, organization and money manage-
ment, as well as access to information in areas such as
nutrition, family planning, and health. The importance of
projects oriented toward women must be recognized in arder
to ensure a balanced development of the country and an even
distribution of the improvements in the standard of living of
Maldivian women, men, and children, who are, after all, the
objects of the development efforts.

The implementation of this project was made possible only
through the cooperation and good will of many Maldivians,
both inside and outside of the government. Appreciation
must first be expressed to the women and men who were
interviewed and were willing to answer many questions about
themr:lves, and to the survey team who. over a period of
three months, interviewed 6800 people on 40 different islands.

The island chiefs and atoll chiafs gave invaluable assistanc
in providing for the survey team and making the necessa
arrangements for the interviews to take place, while th
people on the islands received the team with warm hospitali
and generosity, seeing that the interviewers were well fg
and often entertained. The survey was attached to th
National Planning Agency which met the needs of the proj

as they arose. Various other government ministries hay
played an important part in tie project, and special mentio
must be made of the Ministry of Health which provide
the majority of interviewers for the survey team. The Cens
Project contributed essential tecihnical expertise and ma
power throughout the duration of the project. Assistanc
also came from the Ministry of Provincial Affairs, the Minist
of Home Affairs, and the Department of Information an
Broadcasting, and the proiect has enjoyed the strong suppor
of the President’s Office and the Ministry of Externai Affair

The major tasks of organizing the survey, developing th
questionnaires, and analyzing the results were handled b
Helen Seidler, Field Consultant for the Overseas Educatio
Fund, and Mohamed Zuhair in the Census Project of th
Elections Division of the Ministry of Home Affairs. Ver
special appreciation must be expressed to Mr. Zuhair whos
unfiagging interest and constant effort made the surve
possible. Finally. thanks must be expressed to the member
of the projec’. sta¥f who worked hard on the analysis of th
data gathered, to tho many interested persons who offere
support and encouragement during the planning of the project
to members of the United Nations staff who readily share
their information and experience, and to the crew membar
of the boats who ensured the safe and comfortable trip
throughout the atolls,

It is our hope that the Government of Maldives will now,
rnake use of the information generated by the survey to
plan and implement projects to help island women address
tihieir problems and needs as they see them. These: are the
activities which this survey report is intended to serve, and
it is with optimism that we look forward to these future
efforts to further encourage Naldivian women %o participate
in the development of the country.

e g an.

Heien Seidler
Field Consultant
Overseas Education Fund



ABOUT THE OVERSEAS EDUCATION FUND

The Overseas Education Fund (OEF} is a private, non-profit,
United States-based organization founded over 30 years ago
to support women in Asia, Africa, and Latin American seeking
assistance to improve the lives of their families and their
communities. lts programs ave funded through contributions
from individuals, corporations and foundations and through
contracts with the U).5. Department of State and the Agency
for International Dzelopment. Although OEF works primari-
ly with wemen and their organizations, it does not limit
itself to collaboration with women alone. Always working
with a local group or organization which has identified a
need or a project, OEF sims to:

-- encourage women in the developing world to partici-
pate more fully and productively in their societies.

— focus on projects which provide vocational/skills
trzining, income-generation, non-formal education,
techniques for improved communication, community
development, and health and nutrition.

-~ build skills and experience of volunteer organizations
carrying out action projects benefitting low income
people.

— demonstrate that small scale training and technical
assistance programs geared to people’s needs can
significantly imprcve their lives.

— support prograiis that have impact far beyond QEF's
direct participation.

OEF believes that the cevelopment of the human being —
the increasing of his or her capacity to define problems and
seek alternatives for resolving them — is a critical part of
national development, often overlooked while buildings are
being built and new technologies introduced. OEF also
believes that pecple working together on their common
problenis is the only effective means of taking action when
the problems are so much farger than the individual’s ability
to influence them, These two beliefs are basic to OEF-cuppor-
ted projects, examples of which include:

1.) Coliaboration with a national women’s organization
to improve rural community services in income genera-
tion, appropriate technology, youth development,

agricultural production and credit 'mahagement in
Sri Lanka.

2.) Technical assistance and training in community deve-
lopment, leadersinip skills and organizational techni-
ques in Honduras.

3.} Training members of dllied organizations to increase
their effectiveness in responding to the social and
economic needs of low-inccme people in Zambia.

4.) Workshop to develop skills in project design, prepara-
tion of proposals and methods of -valuation for
rural goverrment agents and non-yovernmental or-
ganizations involved in chila welfare programs in Sri
Larka.

OEF is pleased and proud ;o have had the oppcrtunity to
work with the Government of Maldives on this survey, the
first ncn-governmental crganization-assisted project in the
Republic. The project has been & challenging one as the
collection of much of the attitudinal and descriptive data
had never been attempted before. The newress of the type
of project created many difficuities, but their eventual resolu-
ticn added to thx interest and excitement experienced by
all of us working on the survey. It is cur hope and intention
that this survey will provide a basis for further study and
action to the benefit of the atoll dwellers, particularly the
women, and we are grateful to the Government of Maldives
for inviting us to participate in its development efforts.

o \g.0

Helen Ssidler

Field Consultant
Overseas Education Fund
2101 L Streat, N.W.
Suite 9186

Washington, D.C. 20037.



LIST OF TABLES

Wemen's Tables

Vi.

Household Co:nposition
1.7 Age by Number of Respondents ... ... ittt ittt inesnnnnnnneeenenennnii.
2.) Size of Respondent Households . . . .. .. ittt it i e it ittt eernsnnns et e,
3.) Relationship of Occupants 10 Respondent . . . . ... ittt intittenn e s esenneesenennnan
4.) Relationship of Occupants to Respondent by Age '
and Marital Status . . . ... e e e i ettt ettt et e,

Children
5.) Respondents classified by Children . . . . . .. . . i ittt tesnrne s e et
6.) Average Number ot Children Born, Living and
Preferred by Age of Respondents . . . . . . . . it it e e e e
7.) Sex Preference by Age of Respondents . . .. . .. ...t iiie e renneennns e e
8.) Respondents classified according to Current and
Preferred Sex Patterns of their Children .. ... .............. e e e e
9.) Attitudes of Respondents toward Family Planming . ... vttt oo et eveenennn e e e
10.) Average Number of Living Children per 100 Live Births
by Age of Respondents . . . ... . . e e e e e ettt et
11.) Aspirations of Respondents for their Daughters
BN SOMS L . e e e e e e e

"amily Responsibilities
12.} Household Activities of Respondents by Hours Spent

0 7 LR
Hours of Housework Daily per Respondent . . . ... oo v inennnnnn. e e e C et e e e
Respondent’s Opinion concerning Family Members
Involved in the Upbringing of Children . . .. ..t ittt it ene e e C et
15.) Contribution of Childrento Family . ... . ... .. i irnenn et et
16.) Family Responsibilities and Decisions by Family
=T 1 =T

Education and Literacy
17.) Schoolingby Age . ... . ... . it i e i e O,
18} Literacy BY AGe . . ot i i it i e e e e e et e e e
19.) Persons Involved in Teaching Children to

Read and Write . ... it i it it i e it i ittt sttt e s e i e e e
20.) Radio Listening of Respondents . .. ... it ittt i tn sttt s oot s enteoneenoneesenensanens

Marriage Patterns
21.) Marital Status of Respondents . . . o v vttt et e it ettt et e e e e e e e
22.) AGE At First Marriage . . . oo v vt e e it ettt ettt n ettt e e e e e
23.) Number of Times Married by Age of Resporndents . ... ... ittt in it ettt
24,) Number of Different Spouses by Age of Respondents . .. ... ...ttt i it in et i,
25.) Number of Times Married by Number of Ditferent Spouses . . . ... v v ittt ittt e et reue
26.) Number of Remarriages by First Three Spouses Remarried . . .. ... oo ittt it i i i e e e
27.) Age Desired for Daughter’s First Marriage by Age

at First Marriage of Respondent . . .. ... .. .. ittt it it e e e
28.) Age Desired for Daughter’s First Marriage by

Current Age of Respondent . ... . i it ittt ettt et ittt it et et e

Diet and Health
29.) Type of Food Consumed Daily by Combined Wife and Husband

Income Earned in aMoNnth . .. . ittt i it it it i et i e e e e
30.) Attitude toward Quantity and Quality of Food by Combined

Wife and Husband Income Earned ina Month . . . ... . . ittt it ittt nnnenss
31.) Sickness Experienced in Respondent’s Family during

Month before Interview by Treatment Taken . ... v ittt it ittt t ittt it st nessnnsnnnenss



Vil.

VIII.

Economic Status snd Related Activities
32.) Chief Activity by Number of Working DaysperWeek . .. .........cttititiinenenrnrneenennss
33.) Income of Respondents Earned in One Week by Activity . . .. ... ittt ittt rereneneeenens ‘.
34.) Income Earned in One Month by Respondentand Husband . . ... ..o i it i ittt in e e oenn e
35.) Income Earned in One Mcnth by Husbands classified by .

L oo o T { T
36.) Expenditures per Occupant in a Week by Combined Wife

and Husband INCome . . .. . i i it i e ittt i i ittt e i e e e
37.) Property Owrership . . .t e e e e e e e e e e
38.) Other Economic InVoIVemMent . . .. it it ittt ittt ettt et nen e eeoneeonenannenns
39.) Attitude toward Increased Opportunities for Women

o Earn Money . . ... e e e et e e e e e e e e

Selected Skills

40.) Distribution of SKills By AQC . . . .. it ittt it it it e it et i e i i e i e
41.) Skills of Respondent by 11 trUCTOr . . . . .o i i it e ettt et enen s nnnsansones
42.) Skills Respondents Desire 10 Learn . . ... ittt ittt et st ctsnnresennenonsonnsneens
43.) Interestin Training to Learna New SKill . . . . i it it it i i ettt et nenseneanas

Problem ldentification
44.) Major Problems affecting Lifeon the Island by Rank . . . . . ..ot i it it it it ittt ettt te e et enn
45.) Opinion on Who is Responsible for Development of Island . . . ... .o ittt ittt ittt tn s oot nennss
46.) Main Problems in Family by Combined Wife and Husband

Income Earned in One MOnth .. .. . . . i i e e e e e e
47.) Proposed Use of Additional income, if Earned, by Rank . . .. ... ot i it in i intnnneoneenennnens

Social Relationships of Women ‘
48.) Respondents’ Discussion of Married Life with other WOomMen . . .o v v v vttt it e et v o et e s aenesasasss
49.) People sought by Respondents for Advice on a Problem . . . .. oot ittt it i et e bt s et ese s
50.) Respondents considering other Women as Leaders on

L (AT T F T2 Vo

Island Resource Tables

1.) Islands by Size of PopuUlation . . ... o i ittt e e ettt et
2.) Selected Island Characteristics by Region, Expressed
LT ST 14T T3
3.) Selected Istand Characteristics by Region, Expressed
INNumber of 151ands . . . . L e e e e e e e e e e e
) Number of Coconut Trees Per Capita . . . .. v v vt ittt it ettt e et e ee o et et tn e onn
5.) Major Crops and Vegetables Grown . . . ..o v ittt ittt ettt bttt e e
) Best Fishing Season by Region . ... . ittt i ettt et ettt e e
7.) Condition of Fishing in Best Season in 1978 . .. .. .. ...ttt ittt ettt enernennenas
8.) Rainwater Storage Facilities and Drinking
Water Wells Available . .. .. .. . . i it i i i et i et e e
9.) Prevalence of Mat Weaving . ... i ittt ittt ittt it e ettt e e e e
10.) Quality of Radio Reception and Times of Day Transmissions
Bre Received . . ... e e i e e e i e e e e e e
11.) Unique Features found on Islands . .. .. ..ottt e i e e ittt ettt et
12.) Land Allotted for Cultivation and Number of People
Cuitivatingon Home and Other Islands . . . . .. ... i ittt ettt ettt it eeteneneenenens
13.) Contact with Other Islands . . .. ... it it i ettt it et ettt eten e ennens
14.} Percentage of Island Dwellers Traveling Monthly
to Male and of Island-registered Residents livingin Male . . . .. .. i ittt ittt iennnneens
1.} OPOMs Practicea . . . ..ttt e et e e e
16.) Major Activitics of Women and Men . . . ... . . . ittt ittt e e e e
17.) Practitioners of Traditional OcCuUPations . . . v v it vttt e ittt ettt et s tnnsesnnnennssnns
18.} Main Problems ori Islands and Suggested SOIUTIONS . . . . .t ot ot ittt it i i it



PartI General Information

= = T —= T
\ o~ § ‘ ; v )
~ S, el Y ( ) ; K
N s { ~_ HONG KONG
- v N
> P Ay RN S
N 3 . oy : . R
LINDIA S o B O
. \ ) \ ! —A.. \\ ’( .
N, - \ . i Coe
(S \A SR
; P i .
'\ SRI LANKA - AN ) (P
(SRR W -
: MALDIVES NN s s
I ST U B Stes BN bl RN
. kl t S i )
€ NAIROBI R RN .
s ¥ DN
SEVCHELLES (T ey
e 5o
-
/ , 4!//
i JAUSTRAL IA
i (Yo

Inside the lagoon

Map of the Republic of Maldives

Country Profile

Terms of Reference for the Maldives

An Introduction to the Republic of Maldives
... and its Women



= =
: e ——
2 30 7‘3 30 (o ha
X . § T ) § T b 4 » & T T i Smavwpdn it § T
REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES
H HAA-ALIF AToLL 1 —
ol HAA-DHAAL ATOLL
[l R -
- ’ :
a2 . i
ot .
H - 4 M
SHAVIVAN{ ATy LL
.
6 il ¢
LA
! NOON ATOLL I
) R.A ATOLL i
i
;
| . - I
‘F . LHAV(VANI ATOLL ,1
5 BAA ATOLL | i
——T H—e
| o 1".
; be? H
H “
o
J H
o .
4
; -ﬁ.L.«MAu" AYOLL
J | ALIP aTOLL \
| |
r - b4
s ! {  vAAv aToLL i
‘ .
:} | FAAF ATOLL I
o |
3!
- MEEM ATOLL IS
| DHAAL AToLL ! i
B 1
A" i
¥ o
: i
5 THAA ATOLL H
‘ i
B M
| LAAM ATOLL
:
; L
!
l(/! 1
a°
GAAF-ALIF ATOLL
MKhe M
GAAF.DHAAL ATOLL
- EQUATOR o
H * GNAVIYANI [ATOLL I
o (FuAH MuLAkU)
|
1 N -1, SEBEN ATOLL H
K 0 W 40 & /& o km Gare
T X T 2 g 1!,,_,,1____1_ P s siy —_— I J_»A.-L._.'--A [ Speiem S Suvwest Sutm e A 8

10




COUNTRY PROFILE — REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES
(pronounced MAL L. -deeves)

Population: 147,500 (1980 estimated population) 48% female,
52% male

Capital: Malé, 32,000 (1980 estimated population) island size
— approximately 1 square mile

Islands: 200 inhabited istands (202 administrative units),
approximately 1200 uninhabited islands (includes sandbanks
and islands in the process of formation or erosion). Average size
— approximately % square mile, average population — 500.

Location: In the Indian Ocean, 275 southwest of india to the
nearest point, 420 miles southwest of Sri Lanka to Malé

Area covered: 41,500 souare miles. 512 miles north-south,
81 miles east-west

{nhabitants: Original pcpulaticn presumabiy Dravidian, large
Aryan migration in 3rd-4th Century BC, strong Arab and
slight African influence from the 10th Century AD on.

Language: Dhivehi, an Indo-Aryan language most closely
related to an early form of Sinhala, the major language of
Sri Lanka

0ld mosque on Gemanlifushi

Religion: 100% Sunni Musiim

1

Climate: Tropical with temperature variation of 25°.32°C,
(77°-90° F.) northeast monsoon prevails December-March
{dry season), southwest monsoon prevails May-August (rainy
season)

Vegetation: coconut palm, screwpine, mangrove, banyan,
banana, papaya, mango, dense sbrub

Economy: Major foreign exchange earnings: fish export,
tourism, stamps {(US$13.4 million). Major imports: fuel,
rice, other foodstuffs, textiles and other consumer items,
manufactured goods, building materials {US$32.2 million).
Figures based on a 5 year average, 1974—78.

Currency: Maldivian rupee. Official exchange rate: US$i
MR3.93. Commercial rate: US$1=MR7.50 (fluctuating)}

Transport: provided by fishing and cargo boats to and from
Malé, inter- and intra-atoll. No regularly scheduled service.

Commurications: Radio between Malé and capital island in
each atoll. Walkie-talkie among islands. carth station relay
to satellite links Male easily to other countries. Telephone
system on Malé and on some near-by tourist resorts,

Government: republic divided into 19 administrative units
known as atolls and a 20th unit, the capital of Malé. President
- elected every b years in national referendum after nomina-
tion by Maijlis. Cabinet — composed of ministerial appoint-
ments by the President. Legislative body — Maijlis, unicameral
with 48 members, elected every 5 years with the exception
of 8 who are Presidential appointees. Atoll administration
— atoll chief in every atoll, island chief on each inhabited
island, and all government servants in the atolls are appointed
and paid by the President’s Office. Judicial system — Lased
on Islamic Law. Suffrage — universal over age 21. Political
parties — none.

International memberships — Colombo Flan for Technical
Cooperation, the United Nations and the Organization of
United Nations Agencies (UNDP, WHO, ITU, IMCO, UPU,
UNICEF, FAO, ICAO, ESCAP), Islamic Conference, Non-
Alligned Movement, International Monetary Fund, Interna-
tional Bank for Reconstruction and Development {(World
Bank) and International Development Association, Asian
Development Bank.



TERMS OF REFERENCE FOR THE MALDIVES

BOATS

Dhoni — term in Dhivehi o cover medium and small-sized
boats.

Mas dhoni — boat used for ocean fishing with pole and line
method and lve bait. Average size is 50 feet. ‘Mas’ means
fish in Dhivehi.

Mechanized dhoni -- a mas dhoni with an engine.

Vadu dhoni — dhoni used for fishing with hooks, lines and
artifical bait. Generally smaller than the mas dhoni.

Baththeli — boat used mainly for carrying cargo and passen-
gers inter-atoll, powered either by sail or engine.

Mas dhoni

FOOD

Rihakuru — a salty highly-nutritious paste made by boiling
down the liquid stock which remains after the fish is boiled
in preparation for drying.

Diahakuru — a thick, sweet, honey-like substance made from
boiling the toddy collected from the flower of the coconut
palm,

Curry and rice — the favored meal of Maldivians, and the
curry is almost always made from fish.

Breadfruit — a carbohydrate in the diet from the breadfruit
tree found throughout the Maldives.

Screwpine — the sweet fruit of this tree is used for making
teas, puddings, or simply eating directly.

Taro — a tuber with broad leaves grown widely in the southern
part of the Maldives. In Dhivehi the word is ‘alah.’

Kandu — a small, starchy, oblong fruit that may be boiled
and eaten as a substitute for rice.

GEOGRAPHY

Atoll — an approximately circular formation of coral reefs
and islands. Islands form as sand and coral bits are trapped

within the reef and a build-up of earth occurs. In the Mal-
dives the word is also used to describe an administrative unit
of the government which may or may not be a natural atoll.

Huadhoo Channel — a stretch of ocean cutting across the atoll
chain four-fifths of the way down. The biggest ocean channel
in the Maldives, it is 58 miles wide a! its narrowest point
and for centuries has acted as a barrier toc communication
between the atolls south of it and those to the north. Crossing
the channel presents some unique cballenges for Maldivians,
and it is always approached with caution. The ocean currents
are strong with weather conditions often producing rough
seas for the small Maldivian boats. The length of the total
crossing may be 9 to 18 hours, and it is the longest journey
in the Maldives without having access to the protection of an
island in case of bad weather. Also, Maldivian sailors ncvigate
by sighting islands, yet while crossing the channel, the time
period with no land in view may range from 6 to 12 hours.
The Huadhoo Channel is also known as the 1%° Channel.

HANDICRAFTS

Coir rope — rope made trom the coccrnut husk. The husk is
buried in the sea or a pond for about three weeks, then the
wet fiber is pounded to separate the strands. After drying the
strands are twisted by hand and combined to form ropes of
various thicknesses.

Cadjan weaving — a ma* made from the coconut palm leaf.
Leaves are sewn together with coir rope to be used for the
roofs and walls of houses, as well as fencing to surround
the space for bathing and defecation and the house com-
pound. Cadjan weaving is also known as ‘thatching’.

Mat weaving — mats woven on hand-made looms. Mats made
from specially-grown grass or strips of the screwpine leaf
are used as floor coverings, ceilings, room dividers, and furni-
ture covers. Dyes are used and intricate designs are woven
with the grass resulting in very decorative items.
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ISLAND .ADMINISTRATION

Island chief — the administrator found on each inhabited
island, appointed and paid by the government. He is generally
a native of the istand he serves as chief. In Dhivehi he is known
as the ‘kateeb’.

Atoll chief — the official who transacts the business of the
government with the island chiefs and island population. He
is often transferred from one atoll to another and is often
from Male.

Mudhim — the men on each island who give the call to prayer,
lead the prayers, handle funerals and are ir charge of main-
taining the mosques.

SCHOOLS

Kiavaage — a gathering of children in private homes for intro-
ductory work in Arabic, Dhivehi, the Koran, and arithmetic.
There is no set schoo! year and the payment of the teacher
is often in goods and services rather than money.

Makthab — further study of Arabic, Dhivehi, arithmetic,
and reading of the Koran. The schoo! is usually housed in

3

a separate building, and payment of teachers may be in money

or goods.

Madhrassa — continuation of mukthab curriculum with
additional subjects such as geography and foreign language
for children of approximately 8 years and above. Financed
through tuition payments, the madhrasaa has its own build-
ing ’and is the highest level of education available outside of
Male.

TRADITIONAL PRACTICES

Charming — an ancient practice in South Asia, in this case
almost always for benevolent purposes such as healing, pro-
tection, or good fishing. Often sayings from the Koran are
worn as amulets or stored on coconut leaves, or preparations
will be made to be drunk or spread on the body. The practices
vary according to the purpose. Charming is known in Dhivehi
as ‘fandhitha.’

Use of local medicine — the local medicine man or woman
treats illnesses and accidents using locally-prepared medicines
made from both native and imported plant substances.



AN INTRODUCTION TO THE REPUBLIC OF MALDIVES

AND ITS WOMEN

by Helen Seidler, Overseas Education Fund Conrultant

The Republic of Maldives in the past fifty years has
experienced major changes in its centuries-old traditional
patterns of life. The vehicles of this change have been:

1) the doubling of the population in approximately
sixty years and sccess to modern medicine which
has reduced malaria {an ancient scourge of the Mal-
dives) and other endemic diseases.

2,) widened access to education abroad and the avail-

ability of secondary education in Malt.

3.} the growth of the economy and its diversification

from a long-standing reliance on fish end coconut.

4,) the activities of the government itself which abolished
its 800 year-old sultanate in favor of a constitution
and republican form of government, initiated a variety
of development projects and has actively sought

contact with the rest of the world.

What follows is a brief look at the history and recent develop-
ments in the areas of education, the economy, the social
structure and the political system. This look is intended to
"provide a context in which to assess the informaticn in this
report, In addition it should lend a greater understanding
to the present and to the pressures for change which continue
; to build as the general population seeks better eduration,
¢ better health care, better food, and more money and consumer
items. Such a discussion must be prefaced, however, by a
comment on the high degree of centralization of all aspects
of development which is, perhaps, the most striking feature
when one considers the Maldives.

In the past as in the present, Malt has served as the source of
all power and authority in matters of government, economy,
education, religion, and social law and custom. The adminis-
tration of the attendant responsibilities, however, was not a
complicated process until recently, (the past 25 years), For the
population was stable and homogeneous and the economy
operated on a simple tarter system outside of the cash econo-
my. Needs were few, the social order was accepted, and life
in 1930 on a Maldivian island was much the same as it had
been for centuries. (This continuity is well documented in
the writings of Franccis Pyrard de Laval, a Frenchman ship-
wrecked in the Maldives in 1602, who spent five years in
Male and took it upon himself to learn the language and
study the people.) The process of modernization which is
now underway has added new strains and stresses to a once-
stable society, and the strong tendencies toward centralization
are starting to weaken. The major deterrents to decentraliza-
tion are the transportation and communication networks
within the country which are clearly inadequate to serve
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the needs of the nation, yet whose modernization present
unique challenges due to the vast seas surrounding the pockets '
of inhabitants, An additional deterrent is simply the inertia
of the past which led to the concentration of jobs, services,
schools and wealth on Male and continues to hold sway
over many.

Education

Education was traditionally the responsibility of religious
‘eaders, and instruction in Islam, the Koran, Arabic and the
Maldivian language (Dhivehi) was provided thruugh the insti-
tution of the "edhuruge.” The edhuruge, like its modern
form known as the ‘kiavaage,”” was a somewhat informal
affair with the teaching taking place in private homes when
a teacher was available. Edhuruge were found both on the
islands and in Male, although in Malé those of a given social
standing and economic means, rather than send their children
to an edhuruge, would hire private tutors to cover a somewhat
expanded curriculum.

The educational system started to change with the introduc-
tior of studies at the secondary schoo! level in Malé in 1927‘
by the then-Prime Minister Amir Abdui Majeed. The school
was first limited to boys, but later a section for girls operating
at night was opened, and all social groups sent their children
to the school. During the time that Mohamed Amin Didi was
Prime Minister and then briefly President from 1941 to 1953,
many islands built and ran primary schools using solely their
own resources but under the strong encouragement and
personal attention of Amin Didi. These schools were either
“makthabs,” where religious instruction was offered along
with Dhivehi and arithmetic, or “madhrasaa,’’ primary schools
found mainly on the more populated islands whose curriculum
included history, math, and in later years perhaps English,
along with religious studies and Dhivehi. The island schnaols
went into a decline following the termination of the Amin
Didi government as the new regime under Ibrahim Nasir did
not continue to demand that the islands provide education
for its children. Today the government of Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom is again stressing education and offering government
assistance to makthabs with a standing of ten years or more,
and to primary schools where they exist. In addition, a UN-
supported primary schoo! project initiated under the past
government is proceeding to place a ‘‘Community Education
Center” in each atoll which will include instruction through

the primary level as well as adult education. Discussions are |
also under way with the Japanese government which has
offered to build additional primary schools in each atoll.

On Male secondary schooling continued to evolve into its
present form of two fully-operating schools, one for boys
and one for girls, offering the British-structured General
Certificate of Education ‘0" (ordinary) and ""A’* (advanced)



level studies in the English medium. Providing students for
these schools are two government-run primary schools and
a pre-school, and a host of private schools. Tke private schools
consist of firmly ectablished institutions and those of an
occasionai nature, providing instruction in a range of subjects,
including preparation for the GCE ‘0" level examination and
training for the qualifying exarns for the various certificates
necessary to hold lower-level government jobs. The access to
secondary ed.cation remains, however, severely limited for
Malé residents as well as islanders. At the present, plans are
being formulated to increase the number of government
primary schools on Malé.

Educaticn abroad was earlier the privilege of a very few
coming from the families of the sultans and the upper class,
and most students went to Sri Lanka for secondary school
and additional studies. Opportunities have gradually increased
since the 1820’'s, and during the 1950's the Maldivian govern-
ment established a hostel in Colombo where students, both
from Malk and other islands, lived while carrying out their
studies. Today the hostel no longer operates as complete
secondary education is available in Malt, but Maldivians
are now faced with options for study abroad in a variety of
countries, either for short-term technical training or full
university and professional studies. Scholarships are provided
primarily by the Colombo Plan for Technical Assistance,
the United Nations, and various friendly governments.

The Economy

The Maldives offered an important product for world trade
during the time the Arab and Portuguese traders dominated
the seas (10th—16th Centuries), and that was the cowrie
shell, used as small currency in the conduct of business.
In addition, fish, coconuts and coconut products, and tortoise
shell were traded with the outside in return for rice, other
food stuffs, and textiles. When coins replaced the cowrie in
the 19th Century, the Maldives no longer played a key role
in the changing world economy, and its local economy
continued to function in the 20th Century the way it had for
centuries before. The long-standing government control of
imports and exports was shared with the trading community
of Borah Indians that established itself in Malg in the mid-19th
Century. Internally economic activity flowed primarily be-
tween Maleé and the islands, although a limitcd trade took
place smong islands or directly between islands and traders
from other countries. Some islanders, particularly those in
the south below the Huadhoo Channel, traded directly with
India or Sri Lanka when the we. "jer was favorable for long-
distance sailing. But as trade became a more complex proce-
dure in this century, subject to much government scrutiny
and regulation, the movemert of gcods by-passing Male
became less practical. The end of direct trading was keenly
feit by the southerners who found it easier (to say nothing
of more profitable) to get to Sri l.anka than Malk. During
the 1960’s the Indian traders were mostly replaced by Maldi-
vians as the government moved to keep the profits from trade
in Maldivian rather than foreign hands. Today a limited
number of islands have shops, and islanders for the most part
depend on trips to Malé to provide them with the growing
number of necessities not available locally.

In the past ten years Maldivians have witnessed an explosion
of economic activity around Malé. The airport on an island
near by was renovatad to allow jet traffic, and further expan-
sion is currently underway so that the largest commercial
carriers can service the Maldives. Through foreign, private
means a worldwide communications link was established,
stimulating the growth of trade. Many new shops opened
handling goods such as housewares, tools, electronic equip-
ment, wristwatches, medicines and cosmetics, as well as food
and textiles. The lack of import duties made Malé a cheap
place for Asian neighbors to shop, and many goods passed in
and out of Male bound for resale in other markets. The rapid
growth of the tourist industry and the increasing amount
of foreign interest in the Maidives have been responsible
for the development of many new ventures from voultry
farms to engine repair shops. Mechanized boats of all descrip-
tions buzz in and out of the Malé harbor and building con-
struction is booming.

While owning and operating a tourist resort is by far the
most jucrative occupation, followed by importing and selling
a growing number of items, fishing remains today as in earlier
times the chief occupation of Maldivian men. The price of
fish sold for export is government-regulated and having a
very simple fishing technology, the Maldivian fisherman is
quite poor. A project to mechanize the fishing boats has
been underway for five years with the object of increasing
the catch of fish and the income of the fisherman, A host of
problems that accompany mechanization, however, are yet
to be solved before those objectives can be met. The major
sources of revenue for the government are fishing, tourism,
the sale of stamps, and various license and rental fees. The
government-owned shipping line has been profitable in the
past, but it is currently holding its earnings as a consolidation
of the fleet is underway. New tourism taxes and a new import
tax v.hich went into effect in early 1980 are intended to add
to government coffers. Just under half of government expen-
ditures are related to administration and infrastructure support
while the allocations for social activities and economic expan-
sion are growing. Government spending is heavily deficit
financed at present, and foreign aid is received from a variety
of Asian, Muslim and European countries, as well as the
United Nations and the major international lending institu-
tions. The country is heavily reliant on imports for many of
its essential items such as food staples, fuel and building
supplies, and foreign exchange is in constant demand.

Social Structure

The family has been in the past and is today the basic unit
of Maldivian society, providing security in old age and a
refuge during hard times. Maldivians have taken full advantage
of the ease of marriage and divorce permitted by Istamic law
{although polygamy is rare}, and the resultant maze of rela-
tionships among parents, children, in-laws and cousins is a
complex one. Social stratification, minimal on the islands
where wealth was the sole determinant of status, was found
in Malé where the sultans and their families lived along with
the several classes of Maldivian nobility., At different times
in this century various customs were maintained and regula-
tions written to enforce the social structure, such as needing
a permit to wear shoes or a shirt, or to purchase a flashlight,
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or to be allowed to study a foreign language. At one time
islanders were not allowed to build walls of coral around
their houses, but only of thatching made from coconut leave,
as coral walls were the exclusive right of the Malé nobi’,ty.
Presumably these strictures did not really limit the M~ divian
island population as they did not need or want, for the most
Part, shoes, flashlights, or a foreign language. Th.y did, how-
eéver, serve the purpose of allowing the Malé '.pper classes to
feel that their higher status was clearly ~emonstrated and
protected.

Today these regulations are gone, .nd the only overt form
of social distance is found n the language of the nobility
which uses special nouns, suffixes, and forms of address,
Status in Malé now derives primarily from wealth rather
than family, although family ties and connections are very
important in determining the availability of opportunities,
In Male one's position with the government also confers
status while education js important to a lesser extent. On
the islands education, although it is much more basic than
on Malé, now plays a larger role in determining an individual’s
social standing and influence, A shift in the attitude toward
money has been noted among Maldivians at all levels, and as
the economy moves from barter to cash, money, quite ob-
viously, becomes both necessary and desirable. New wants
and needs are created by the new economic activities, and
for the first time sizable wealth is being amassed, effecting
the aspirations of all Maldivians. Attitudes toward class dif-
ferences have also changed very quickly in recent years with
remarkably little resistance on the part of the elijte. This may
be because the islands were virtually classless (the elite all
being in Malé), and with the rapid growth of population
in the country and the increase of internal migration to
Male, the numbers of the elite were too small to maintain
their clearcut distinction. The migration to Malée has meant
More educational opportunities for islanders who come to
live with relatives and study. Social mobility is high, except
at the very top. Although the Maldivian has traditionally
identified himself with his island (rather than his atoll),
today many islanders are claiming Malé to avail themselves
of the health and educational facilities and the benefits of
the commerce resulting from a concentrated population,

Political System and Recent Events

From the time of the conversion of the Maldives to Islam in
the 12th Century, government had been carried out by the
sultan or sultana and his or her various advisors and ministers.
Political control was exercised through a system of atoll
chiefs, island chiefs and religious leaders all under the Male
sultanate, and there was No need, as is true today, for any
stationary police force outside of Male. A significant and
tar-reaching change in the old system of governing took
Place in 1932 when the first constitution was written by
a handful of men who had been educated abroad. The Majlis
{Parliament) was established and elections were held on
Male to choose representatives for Malt and the atolls. An
attempt to establish a republic in 1953 collapsed after only
seven months, but in 1968 the sultanate was abolished once
ard for all, and the chief leader of the country, the President,
became subject to elections. The atoll population now elects
its representatives to the Majlis and votes for the President
following his nomination by the Maijlis. Various attempts
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have been made to extend the electoral process to the region
level with the election of atoll chiefs and atol| advisory corf
Mittees, but so far these experiments have not run smoothly
most likely due to the lack of education among the jsian|
population.

The Maldives has always been an independent political entit
except for a brief 17 years when the Portuguese 9ained contrg
in the 16th Century (1558--1573). In 1887, the Maldive
agreed to become a protectorate of the Sritish governmen
allowing the British to take responsibility for jts defens
and foreign relations while maintaining itself g intern

the late 1950’ converted on

into a Royal Aijr Force post. Th

terms of agreement for the use of Gan island were disputed b

the Maldivian government and the British, and it was only i

1965 that an agreement acceptable tu both sides was reached
As part of that agreement the British recognized the full
sovereignty of the Maldives, and the Maldives was no longe
a British protectorate. Today, Independence Day for the
Republic of Maldives is celebrated on July 26, the day in
1965 when the final agreement between the two governments
was signed. Three years later, on November 11, 1968 to be
exact, the sultanate was set aside and the Republic of Maldives
proclaimed,

Seen Atoll, and then during
of the Seen islands, Gan,

The events of a recent chapter of Maldivian history are still
close to those who were involved, During the late 1950°s.
in the south (those four atolls below the Huadhoo Channel},
a set of circumstances prevailed that created great political
unrest and eventually led to a three year attempt at succession
and the establishment of 3 new republic, known as the Suva-
diva Republic. The south, because of jts distance from Malé
r of the Channel, has always been rela-
tively isolated from the rest of the country, so much so that
the language spoken there differs enough from the language
of the center and north that the southerners and the other
Maldivians cannot understand each others’ dialect. At this
particular time various southerners were feeling embittered
toward the Male government due to the restrictions on inde-
pendent trading with Sri Lanka, the payment of import
duties for the first time, and a newly-levied tax on fishing
boats. An additional irritation was felt by those in Seen
Atoll following the nation-wide standardization of the size
of the house Compound. Traditionally, the fruit trees owned
outside of the compound were taxed, but the compound
was not a standard size, and in Seen Atoll, because there
was space enough, the average compound was quite large
compared to others throughout the country, When the regu-
lation size was announced, the Seen compound shrank and
suddenly a tax was due on Property that for them had former-
ly been untaxed. (These taxes have since been abolished,
although, as mentioned earlier, the import tax has just been
re-instated. )

The dissatisfaction was transformed into a separatist move-
ment under the leadership of one man, Abdullah Afeef, in
1958. The British were also in the south, attempting to con-
struct the RAF post in spite of a lack of accord with the
Maldivian government, and their role in the “Suvadiva Re-
bellion” is the subject of much speculation. With a great



deal of personal hardship the rebellion was put to an end
in 196Z by the Male govornment, and the Maldives sustained
the tirst and only internal threat to its integrity.

The British presence in the south did have some clearly un-
mistakable effects. Among the : were a major population
shift 10 Seen as Maldivians sought jobs, an influx of a sizeable
amount of money into the local economy which was un-
prepared to absorb it, the provision of modern health care
through the RAF hospitu on Gan (later extended to a British-
financed hospital in Malg), and the training of many Maldi-
vians in technical and service fields to service the RAF opera
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tion. The departure of the British from Gan in March, 1976,
created a hardship from those who had become dependent
on the RAF as an employer and provi-er of goods and services.

Today, the Government of Maldiv s, feeling secure in its
political control, has committed i clf to bettering the lives
cl all Maldivians, including the Ju island population, and
it has accepted responsibility fcr the welfare of its people.
A wide range of activities has been initiated to improve fishing,
health, and education, and the population must prepare to
deal with the challenges that will accompany this develop-
ment.



... AND ITS WOMEN

Freparing breadfruit & cleaning rice for lunch

Picture her sitting on the freshly-swept ground in a corner
of the open compound shaded by a large breadfruit tree.
With her are a handful of other women — perhaps a friend,
a sister, a sister-in-law, and her mother — and they are pickir.g
through the rice, grating the coconut, and grinding the spices
for the curry to be eaten later on in the day. A watchful
eye is kepi un the children who play near-by, although the
yourg one is sitting on his mother's lap. She will hold him
and carry him around constantly until he grows too big to
be held. She spent the day before searching in the increasingly-
thin forest for firewood for the week'’s cooking, and now she
stokes the Jire in the dark little hut which is the kitchen to
Prepare a rare treat —a mid-morning cup of heavilv sweetened
tea,

She crosses the conpound to the well from which drinking
and cooking water is taken. It is a circular, cement well about
B feet deep, and she uses a container attached to a long stick
as a dipper to draw the water. Her compound, surrounded
by a wall of thatched coconut leaves known as cadjan, is
pleasant and tidy. Scattered about close to the wall are some
chilli plants, manioc, pumpkin and papaya trees which se
tends. In addition to the kitchea the compound includes
a small three room house and a spacious area with another
well sectioned off for kathing and nersonal needs. All the
structures are made from the cadjan mats tied to wooden
frames, although next to the house a room whose walls are
pieces of mortared coral is under construction. When time
and resources permit, the men in her family work on this
room which is the beginning of a coral house, a more per-
manent and stable structure than the coconut leaf construc-
tion, although more expensive %0 buitd, They are hoping
to be ahle to buy tin sheets for roofing material for the new
house to avoid the tiresome task of replacing the cadjan
roaf every two years. The present house has a wide overhang
covering a large wooden swing in continual motion during
the day and used as a bed at night. The rooms inside are
sparsely furnished with a table, a few chairs, several cots,
and a large wooden platfoim on which meals are taken and
the children sleep. The floor is sand, there are no windows,
and it is cooler inside than out.

With the preparations for lunch complete, she now gues to a
pleasant spot on the beach where some men and women

have gathered to carry out their work. A V-shaped cadjan
roof roming down to four feet above the ground protects
the boat-builder and his wood from the sun. Finding shade
under the coconut palms that cover the area, women are
pounding the soaked coconut husk for the making of coir
rope and sewing the coconut leaf together to make cadjan.
Much discussion is taking place about the goings-on on the
island, what the neighbors are doing, and how the fishing
is, and she sits down to join the talk. As little as five years
ago, her morning would have been spent in the process of
smoking and drying fish, a task that traditionally falls to
the woman, but this task is no longer being carried out.
She and the other women Jost an important role in the eco-
nomy of their island when the mechanization of fishing
boats made possible the sale of fresh fish direct from the
boats to collecting vessels travelling throughout the atolls.
The cash that her husband now brings back from a day’s
fishing is only a partial substitute for the value of the dried
fish which could be so'd for export, traded for goods or
services, or eaten if necessary. Her family has not experienced
an increase in living standard under this new system, in fact
fish is now scarce on the island and the tasty and nutritious
by-products from the fish are no longer being made. She
would like to do something to earn more income to meet
her family’s needs, but she doesn’t know what she can do,

She hopes that her children will have more opportunities
than she has had, opportunities she feels will come about
only if they are well educated. The limited educational facili-
ties on the island are discouraging, but she sees that her
children study eligion, arithmetic, and reading and writing
in their language, Dhivehi. Her children are wanted, well
loved, and meticulously cared for by all members of the
family, and she hopes her children will love her as much
when she gets old. She married at an early age and shares
the major responsibilities of family life with her husband.
If she is like most of the women on her island, she will have
more than one marriage partner in her life and may marry
some of her husbands more than once. Divorces are rarely
briter affairs and relatives remain close in spite of such separa-
tions.

She practices her religion, usually in the privacy of her home,
and the major social events on the island will be religious
celebrations involving recitations of the life of the Prophet
Mohamed and feasting. In other forms of entertainment
she is generally an observer, watching the men and boys
play drums, sing and dance or watching the younger girls
dance and sing beating out a rhythm with colourful items
made from paper and wood or their metal water-fetching
pots. Should visitors come to her island, she takes pleasure
in offering what she can and taking care of their needs as
far as possible. Her world is her island and she has traveled
little, if at all, from her home. There is no reason for her
to travel, and it is the men who have learned to negotiate
the dangerous reefs, weather the sudden fierce storms,
and spend long days ‘travelling in order to get to Male to
Purchase those items not available on the island. Among
those items are rice, sugar, flour, kerosene for small night
lights, cloth for making clothes, rubber sandals, and perhaps
some imedicine. If a family member fa(ls sick, she will seek
whatever help she can get, whether it be drugs through the
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health center located on another island in her &toll, the pre-
parations of the locai herbal doctor, or the influences of
the traditional istand charmer.

She is & strong individual, and while she may conform to
the fashions and ways of doing things on the island, she
tends to face her problems and struggles separate from others
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whose concerns are the same. Those concerns center on her
children and other family members and how she can best
provide for them. In all that she does, her sense of humour
about herself and her island society is frequently d'splayed —
helping her through the hard times and supporting the good
times. While she feels the need for some changes and would
herself like to learn more and do more, she derives satisfaction
and enjoyment from the life she is presently leading.
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SURVEY PREPARATION

Following discussions with government officials to determine
what kind of information they would like to obtain from the
survey, the following research design was developed to guide
the project,

Research Design — Survey of Island Women

Purpose of Survey — To obtain data on the lives of island
women, their needs, their skills, and their attitudes toward
change upon which to plan programs that will allow women
to contribute to the economic and social development of
their communities, with particular emphasis on the fields
of health and income generation.

Research Problems to be Analyzed — These are the specific

questions the survey was designed to answer.

1.) How can women and their families be characterized
in terms of children; marriage; decision-making patterns;
economic status (.., income, expenditure, property);

and health?

2.} How do women spend their time and what skills do they
have?

3.) What channels of communication do women use {i.e.

nd who advises them)?
and in which

who are their teachers 3
What do women perceive as problems,
areas would they like to see change?

Do men’s answers differ in any significant way from
women’s answers when they are asked the same questions
about themseives?

What resources are availahle on the islands surveyed that
might be used in a development project?

4))

5.)

6.)

Types of Data to be Sought

1.) Responses of women (80% of those interviewed) and
men (20% of those interviewed) to the first four research
problems mentioned above,

List of human and physical resources on the islands
surveyed,

2)

3.) Opinions of members of the GOM, international agency
personnel, and other informed parties.
4.} Background information on the Maldives published by

the GOM and international agencies, as well as any other
descriptive data available concerning the population and
the islands.

Methods of Obtaining Data
1.) Survey of adult women
2.} Group discussion with women respondents

3.) Survey of adult men

4.) lsland resource survey with island chief

5.) Observation

6.) Discussions with GOM officials, international agency
personnel, and others

7.) Review of all available Publications concerning the Mal-

dives.

The major data-gathering instrument, the women’s question-
naire, was then developed, posing both attitude and descrip-
tive questions to address the first four research problems.
Two major assumptions were made to facilitate the question-
naire design. The first is that the women would be married,
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which turned out to be true for £35.25% of the respondentsI
{100% of the women had been married at one time), and
the second is that the women would have children, true for
96.67% of the respondents. After severa' drafts and English-
Dhivehi and Dhivehi-English translations, the women’s
questionnaire was completed and pre-tested in six interviews
on two islands in the South Mala atoll. Following revisions
it was then published in Dhivehi and served as the basis for
developing the men’s questionnaire. The island resource
Survey was designed, and all this activity was accompanied
by discussions with those that had an interest in the project
and a literature search.

Sampling Procedure

The choice of island: on which the interviews were to take
place was made through a procedure of stratified sample
selection which assured that the variety of conditions present
among Maldivian islands would be represented in the survey,
This procedure involved the five following steps.

1.} All inhabited islands outside of the Malé atoll with the
exception of Fua Muiakuy and Seenu Atoll (for reasons
explained below) were Categorized according to the
mMajor occupatinn practiced or; the island. In the Maldives
the major occupational category is fishing. Agriculture
is the second most iniportant occupation, although the
number of farmers is small. Using data available from
the 1974 Census, two percentages were determined, one
comparing the number of male fishermen to the total
male population, and the other comparing the number
of male and female farmers to the total population.
After calculating the difference of the two percentages,
each island was placed in a category as follows:

a. solely fishing -- the difference was greater than 25%
with the higher value for fishermen,

mostly fishing — the difference fell between 13% and

25% with the higher value for fishermen.

. equal fishing and agriculture — the difference was

12% or less,

b.

d. mostly ayriculture — the difference fell betwaen 13%
and 25% with the higher value for male and female
farmers,

solely agricuiture — the difference was greater than 25%
with the higher value for male and female farmers,

The island of Fua Mulaku {Gnaviyani Atoll) was put in
a category of its own as it was determined to be a geo-
graphically unique island due to its large size, isolation
from other islands, lack of a protective reef, and high
agricultural productivity. The inhabited islands of Seen
Atoll were also placed in a separate category due to the
special economic and social effects of the presence of
the British Royal Air Force on Gan island from 1959
to 1976. The islands in the five fishing/agriculture cate-
gories were then subcategorized according to their location
in the north {everything above Malz Atoll), the center
(south of Male Atoll to the Huadhoo Channel), or the
south (everything below the Huadhoo Channel).



2.) Next a decision was made concerning the number of
interviews that could be conducted (600), and the number
of islands that could be visited (40}, given the available
resources for carrying out the survey and the time con-
straints. 80% of the interviews (480) were planned for
women, and 20% (120) for men. The age of 20 and
above was chosen for the respondents to ensure that
the questions would be asked of adults.

3.} The population living in each of the total of seven cate-

gories was then determined using the 1977 Census Report.
4,) Then for each category a proportionate number of inter-
views and islands was figured based on the percentage
of population in that category.

5.} Finally, using a table of random numbers and the method
of cumulated totals of island population in e&ath category,
the islands were randomly selected.

The choice of households from which the respondents came
was made using the 1977 Census Houselist, which is a record
of every house on each inhabited island, and the table of
random numbers. The choice of respondent within a house-

hold was done on the spot, with the sole criteria being that
the woman or man to be interviewed be 20 years old or above.
Each interviewer was instructed to get an equal number of
interviews in each of seven pre-determined age categories.

Project Staff and Training

The project staff consisted of young women and men most
of whom were either students or in the government service.
There was a total of fifteen different interviewers, and each
team had some people with training in the health field, either
as Community Health Workers, Nurses’ Aids, or Field Workers
in the area of communicable diseases. Their training consisted
of an orientation to the background and purpose of the
survey, a thorough study of the questionnaire itself which
included practice interviews, a discussion of how to conduct
a good interview and the various factors influencing the
quality of the interview, and a discussion of the possible
problems that one might encounter while interviewing. The
women who served as clerks handling the data tabulation
ance the questionnaires were completed also received training
in how to fill out the questionnaires and how the information
codes werc constructed, as we!!l as the background and purpose
of the project.
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SURVEY IMPLEMENTATION

A typical day in the field began with the interviews in the
morning. Each survey team member conducted three or four
interviews, each ranging from 45 minutes to an hour and a
half in length. At the end of the morning, the women respon-
dents came together for a group discussion on some of the
questions and to hear how they had answered those questions
during the interviews, The interview of the island chiet general-
ly took place during this time. The afternoons were taken with
travel to the next island and working out the interview sche-
dule and food and accommodations on the new island. In
the evenings, the questionnaires were reviewed and checked
by the interviewers, Modifications of this schedule were made
from time to time due to the weather or an unusually large
distance between islands or some other contingency.

Street scene in Hinavaru

In between the survey activities,
often morning and afternoon tea,
relaxation, and music and entertain

there was time for meals
walks around the islands,
ment at nightime. Accom

modations for the team were provided on the islands eithej
in the homes of some of the local population or in the islan

office or atoll office (if the team
the atoll}. Meals were prepared for
from Male, supplemented by fish
on the islands. Transport was h

was on the capital island of
the team with food brought
. €9as, and fruit purchased
andled by chartered boats

having eating and sleeping facilities.

Four separate trips were required to cover 40 islands and
interview 600 people. The details of each trip are listed below,

foliowed by maps showing the atolls and

Trip #1

Dates: 2 May — 26 May, 1979

Boat: Sea Murk

Interviewers: Aishath Abdu'lah
Khadeeja Ahmed
Zubaida Ali
Aminath Gafoor
Zahida Ibrahim
Ahmed Saleem

Trip #2

Dates: 22 June - 1 July, 1979

Boat: Golden Ray

Interviewers: Zubaida Al
Zahida Ibrahim
Fareeda Moosa
Aminath Rasheeda
Zahidu Ibrahim

Trip #3

Dates: 9 July - 21 July, 1979

Boat: Alibabax

Interviewers: Zubaida Ali
Zahida Ibrahim
Fareeda Moosa
Faaquiru Ibrahim

Trip #4

Dates: 10 July ~ 23 July, 1979

Boat: Sinbad

Interviewors: Aishath Abdullah
Hawwa Faiz
Khadeeja Ibrahim
Hatsa Saeed
Hassan Habeeb
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islands visited.

Islands surveyed:
Gnaviyani Atoll — Fua Muloku
Seen Atoll Feydhoo
Hithadhoo
Huthudhoo
Maradhoo
Maradhoo-Feydhoo
Gaat-Alif Atoll — Gemanifushi
Gaaf-Dhaal Atoll - Fares
Fioree
Gadhdhoo
Thinadhoo
Laam Atoll -- Maabaidhao

Islands surveyed:

Baa Atoll - Dhonfanu
Eydaiushi
Goidhoo
Kendhoo
lguraidhoo
Maakurathu
Meedhoo
Laviyani Atoll - Hinawary

Raa Atolt -

Islands surveyed:

Meem Atoll -  Naalaafushi
Kothufushi

Thaa Atoll — Guraidhoo

Dhaa! Atoll — Badhidhoo

Alif Atolt - Hangnaameedhoo

Himandhoo
Mandhoo
Thodhoo
Islands surveyed:
Haa-Alif Atoll — Baarah
Huvarafushj
Haa-Dhaal Atoll -- Kulhudufushi
Kumundhoo
Maavaidhoo
Nellaidhoo

Nothivaramu
Shaviyani Atoll — Maakadhodhoo
Noon Atoll — Holhudhoo
Mitadhoo
Velidhoo




Timetable of Survey Activities

e T S e—

Consultant orientation to
Maldives

Questionnaire drafting

Questionnaire pre-test
and finalization

Questionnaire printing

QOrganizing survey resources
{selecting & training inter-
- sers, making boat ar-
rangements, obtaining
provisions, communicating
survey details to atolls)

Conducting survey:
Trip #1 {south)

Trip #2 {north)
Trip #3 (central)
Trip #4 (north)

Coding of information

Table design

Report writing

Table preparation and
analysis

Manuscript preparation and
printing of final report
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Jan.
Feb
March
April

May
June
July
Aug
Sept.
Oct
Nov
Dec
Jan,
Feb.

1979 1980



TRIP NO. 1

MAABAIDHCOO

LAAM ATOLL

D N
Y .
i T
- I’l 2
TR |
LY Lt &
i~ % GAAF.ALIF ATOLL
THINADHOO 5/("" %34,
& N, \". 0‘
ag N . A
MO S =
\ .
GAAF_DHAAL ATOLL }'\ \ ~ :‘ GEMANAFUGH|

GNAVIYANI AToLL
{ruan MULAKU)

SEEN ATOLL



TRIP NO. 2

O
X7IRN

LG

AN

Z NNAVARU (O; <
[} -(‘:S,,..

&
10

IGURAIDHOO
7/
fo -’: “U%
L)'s UD
{eo
e - ‘
:j o (&= 'e'f}o'. c D‘
‘ | | [2]
Y % [J
. y | ‘
\55. v o“. il sl °4.
Lo} @ ‘ I‘:'
& 0' @ ! b‘
& B T
. I o 0'. x.b O
Lo 7 LMAVIVANI ATOLL

.
- ey 'Y
WO

.

DHONFANU~



§ THODDOD
J.

TRIP NO. 3

ALIF ATOLL

Ed -
l I
& 1
r '
o ]
m
™ ]
, 5P 2
; Y y \z
¥4 P 2 &
g 4 o VAAV ATOLL '
. i“". .f)@ —e h
Voo 2 |
I : "
."’.‘ ]
T :
"‘;. !
T /
. \.3 [
E3n > O:V- ‘I
-\,,\‘ . - :‘ II
Y (= !
“ ‘{.' \u /
‘_‘E 1\.\\\, ‘/ ll
(i FAAF _ATOLL 2 /
;) L2k AlOLL
& = s /
o /] e S !
k_/ { ..’\\ !
) { Vs . ‘
| e ¢ by
<% € ¢ it A
A ‘
8 I':," I’
- i o
) A ),; MEEM ATOLL
o < T
(\BABIBHOD v ¥ S
= Q ¥/ e
zﬁ ‘6') __‘Zlgif"wAALAAFusm
. o
)i DHAAL ATOLL & g
G Tl g

it )
\ .
E Kol "USH I
A} <{“."}""Mtﬂ- H
- )

l.'\/‘;
& \
\ ~8 \
S X !
- $QUBA HUVADHO O L
~ 1
R IO !
3 “: o ha2 N '
PN e, E
LN
W\, i
\.\"‘\\' /
N '\J") !
~. ’
\~\ 2’1 ’
S~y "‘- ,"
AIDH OO &
CURAIGNODRI . fHAA ATOLL

\



TRIP NO. 4

-
" 2 NELLAIDHOO

RN |

HAA-DHAAL ATOLL

." ';A' o ’
el ‘
. !
— . ,‘\’ KULHUDKUFFUSHI
0
p KUMUNDHGO

Q.
"

’

¢

i
)

N MAAVAIDHOO
®

/,__.._......_ —— — s —— _‘\‘_.._.._._......-- —
K e v
) \\'

/ :
B Vor.
K '
Y
N

ATOLL

./. -
v » oy .
« h SHAVINANI

A
.
= MAAKADOODHOO
I,)o ‘

/
4
] /
’
’
!
:l 4
!
N f .
.. ‘ s
'
.
.
[
s 1
0. \ .
oA " | a _—
““ - \ ’.’. .
Y =T
\_Q:’\ e~ \ .
T \ [N
—_T \ Op
- - \ ¢ P
4 \ ° \
\ .
D \
Al
o K ‘»
. \ ;
ir hY
[ ! \\ ‘ .
. \
|' . o) S, * NOON ATOLL
\ e
A AN ..
R \ ’
. N o H
X N o
”

\
HOLHUDHOO __ _..~--3¢ MILADHOO

.\\ hoa >
" of ° e
O‘o Y Q)
vy 4
'Q\\ . ﬂ
. l.".
‘ VELIDHO o ';...‘
e @



e

- might be able to answer them. Some of
- such as those on family planning,

FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED IN REVIEWING THE DATA

1.} Nature of the survey — The information gathered touched
a8 broad range of topics and did not go into depth in any
particular area. The decision to concentrate on breadth rather
than depth was made due to the lack of data on any of the
topics. The information presented can thus Provide a starting
point for studies in further detail and can be seen as providing
a general picture of the life and environment of women on
the islands.

2.) Context in which the study took place — The survey
project was operating in an environment in which statistical
undertakings are not usual and the usefulness of statistical
data is only beginning to be appreciated. The result is a lack
of sufficient data available even for planning a survey, An
additional constraint was the limited personnel with a know-
ledge of the conditions on the islands or the expertise
necessary to plan and implement such a project.

3.) Questionnaire design — Again due to the lack of pre-
existing data, the results of the questionnaire could not be
well anticipated and no hypotheses were made. The target
population is not accustomed to attitude and opinion ques-
tions, yet such questions were attempted as such information
is very important to achieve the purpose of the survey. Ques-
tions dealing with broad concepts such as diet, occupation
and income had to be very simply put so that the respondents
the data sought,
food eaten, or hours spent
On various activities, are better gathered through indirect
means or observation than direct questioning. As extended
observation was not possible within the time frame of the
survey, data on topics such as these must be evaluated accor-
dingly.

4.) Sample selection — One sample was used to cover the
whole range of questions, and it is recognized that the sample

may be inadequate to obtain highly reliable results in any

given area. The sole source of data suitable for use in designing
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the sample was the 1974 Census which itself has severe limi-
tations. The 1977 Census figures were not available to assist
in the sample design, afthough the random selection of house-
holds to be interviewed was made from the 1977 Census
Houselist. |

5.) Interviewers — As there existed a very limited group of
people both available and capable of doing the interviewing,
no selection was possible. Their training was abbreviated due
to last minue changes in personnel and the very limited time
between their assignment to the survey team and the beginning
of the survey. An additional factor operating on the inter- {
viewers was a lacl. of familiarity with this type of work which
sometimes resulted in a casual attitude toward the assignment,

6.) Field Experience — Travelling conditions were rigorous
with numerous transfers from one boat to another, rain,
heat, bedbugs, maosquitoes, and occasional sickness. The survey
was extremely fortunate not to have had problems with
weather that would have impeded the constant travelling.
The interviewing went smoothly and the respondents were
always very Cooperative, although it wa; difficult to isolate
them from other interested parties while the interview was
taking place. Not surprisingly, on-the-spot transiation was
found by the survey coordinator to be unsatisfactory for
picking up on the tone and subleties of comments made
during the group discussions and in chats with people on the
island.

7.) Analysis — The data tabulation was done manually,
and the clerical staff suffered from a degree of turn-over.
The inability to anticipate the results led to many revisions
of work done during the course of the tabulation and analysis,
while the limited time available to do the analysis prevented
a determination of the level of accuracy of the data analysis,
The data presented in the tables have not been exhausted in
the discussion of the tabies, and further study could be made
of them.
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Summary

This section presents a summary of the research findings in
the form of answers to the questiors that were posed in the
survey design,

. How can women and their families be characterized in
terms of children; marriage; decision-making patterns;
economic status (i.e., income, expenditure, and property);
and health?

What is the history and current status of childbearing,
ri2iriage, and family?

The average size of the househald is six, and 80% of the
household occupants are members of the nuclear famity.
The majority of all occupants are children, while only 2%
are parents of the women interviewed. Oider women tend to
live with fewer relatives other than spouse and children than
younger worren,

All women marry, half of them at the age of 15 or below.
The age at first marriage is not later for younger women than
older, but women of all ages would generally like their daugh-
ters to marry later than they did. The average woman has four
marriages, three of them by the age of 30. She will have had
three different husbands and will have married one of those
husbands twice. Children are always well cared for in spite
of these transitions.

The average number of children born alive to a woman
is six, four of whom arc presently living. The figures compri-
sing the number of live births for all ages include an average
of seven for women in the 35-44 age group. The claim on
women’s time and energy can be easily accounted for as a
result. It is interesting that the average number of children
preferred by women and men of all ages is between three
and four, suggesting that family planning, were it made avail-
able, would be accepted. Younger women are showing more
live births and more living children than older women, a trend
that car be explained by generally improving health condi-
tions. When asked what kind of life they would like for their
children, 45% said they would like the children to be educated.

a.}

Some chiidren of Fua Mulaku

b.) What is the level of education and literacy?

— Education is very basic on the islands, consisting mostly
of religious studies, Dhivehi, and arithmetic. Almost nine out
of ten have attended some form of educational institution
offering studies at the primary level or below, and hardly
any have studied further.

of Findinge

More than 60% can be considered literate, although only
7.5% were judged to read at a "very good”’ level,

20% of the women are solely responsible for teaching
their children to read and write, and another one-third teach
them in combination with another relative or instructor.

c.) What are the decision-making patterns within the family?
Two thirds of the women claim to be involved either
singly or with their husbands in making major family decisions
atcut their children’s education and the disposition of income
and property.

Responsibility for procuring food and other items for
household use and for providing for the sick and elderly falls
primarily with the husband, while the care of children is the
major responsibility of the woman and one that is enjoyed.

Children have few expectations placed upon them while
they are young. Personal care from the daughters and money
or what it can buy from the sons would be the hope of the
aging parent,

d.) What is the economic situation in terms of income,
expenditure, and property?

Only one-third of the women earn>d any monthly in-
come, although almost two-thirds are engaged in some kind
of activity that might bring in money. The single most-fre-
quently practiced activity is rope making which engages
one-quarter of the women. Women make a very small congri-
bution to the family income.

On the average, women reported a combined wife .
husband income earned in one month of 162 rupees. Half of
the combined incomes were 58 rupees or less for one month,
and 24% had no earnings at all. Men reported higher incomes
than the women, and a reasonable average for the combined
wife and husband income earned in a month might be 120
rupees.

The iargest single occupation of the hu
done by 46.38%.

The average expenditure on food per occupant per week
is 5 rupees. The average family of 6 which earned 120 rupees
in a month therefore spends its entire income on food. There
is a slight tendency to spend more on food as income rises.
Houses are owned by 27% of the women, trees by 32%
and boats and sewing machines by 5%.

11% of the women have borrowed money,
buying food.

sbands is fishing,

mostly for

e.) What are the diets consumed and ilinesses experienced?
Almost all women have two main meals a day, with only
7% skipping either lunch or dinner.

— There is little variety in the diet with a strong preference
for rice, all of which must be imported. Half of the women
eat rice at lunch and almost two-thirds eat it at dinner, with
small amounts of fish accompanying the rice in one form or
another. Other foods eaten include boiled, starchy vegetables.
Fruit is not a major component of the diet.

Half of the women feel they have enough food for their
families, but only 40% are fully satisfied with the types of
food they consume.
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— In well over one-third of the families, fever is experienced

in any given month, and 20% of the families report diarrhea

in @ month, For all ailments drugs are the most commonly-

used treatment,

-- ‘Nomen claimed that of those children who died under

5 years old, 37% died from fever and 18% from diarrhea or

diarrhea combined with vomiting.

Il. Hew do women spend their time and what skills do thev
have?

— Half of the women spend three hours or less on housu! 3.d

duties such as cooking and washing clottes. Of the approxi-

mately two-thirds who engage in nther activities, half spent

3-4 days a week or less on those activities.

— Few women have skills outside of thuse required to run

a household and rope making, cadjan weaving or simple

farming. The skill most widely known is sewing, claimed by

20% of the women.

—  The traditional island-based practices such as charming
and the use of local medicine are rarely carried out by women,
and even midwives are in short supply.
-~ A majority of women would like to learn new skills and
would be willing to have some training,.

tIl. What channels of communication do women use, i.e. who
are their teachers and who advises them?
— The teachers of the skills women know are found among
friends, family, and professionals.
— Relatives and parents are mainly sought for advice on
problems.
—  Less than one-quarter listen to the radio on a regular basis.
—~ A majority of women feels they know some women
whom they consider leaders on their island, und the quality
that is most likely to put those women in leadership positions
is their education.
IV. What do women perceive as problems and in which
areas would they like to see change?
— The most frequently-mentioned problem on the island
is poor fishing which can be understood as an indirect state-
ment about wishing to have more money. When fishing pro-
blems are combined with expressions of other problems,
limitec =zarnings is clearly the largest difficulty facing the
women.,
—  Education for the children and sufficient food are also
mentioned as major problems, and women would first spend
any additional money earnad in these areas. Women would
like to have more schools, and better functioning ones, on
their island, and they would like 1o be able to purchase more
of the staples of the Maldivian diet — rice, sugar, and flour.
—  Nearly all women would like to have the opportunity
to earn more money, and they do not feel they are paid
reasonable prices for the items they now produce. In addition
they do not feel they have adequate access to the raw mate-
rials necessary to carry out their work.
— Two-thirds of the women feel the com munity is respon-
sible for development of the island, but most feel the need for
assistance from the government. They would like to see
disputes on the island more easily settled so their ccmmunities
could function more smoothly.

V. Do men’s answers differ in any significant way from
women’s answers when they are asked the same questions
about themseives?

— A higher percentage of men would prefer to have more

sons than daughters or equal numbers oi Loth. Men are not

as involved as women in teaching children to read and write
at home, although most schoolteachers and kiavaage instruc-
tors are men,
— Men do not report that major family responsibilities
and decisions are shared to the same extent as women. They
are more likely to feel that responsibilities for other family
members and important decisions are theirs alone to handle.
— The age at first marriage for men is strikingly higher than
for women, with 62% marrying at the age of 20 or above. A
larger percentage of men favors later marriages for their
daughters. )
— Men report higher earnings, more ownership of property,
and more borrowing for themselves than the women report
for their husbands. Likewise the men claim lower figures for
their wives in all these areas than the women claim for them-
selves.
~ More problems related to fishing are cited by men than by
wonmen s the most important problem facing the island.
Men also have a higher expectation of government assistance
in overcoming some of the difficulties than the women have.
-~ Men intend to maintain control over their families, but
at the same time they would like to see their wives do more
work and increase their eainings.
V1. What resources are available on the islands surveyed that
might e used in a development project?
— Some stands are good fishing islands, others not. Any
project dealing with the processing of fish or fish by-products
wouid have to be very carefully located.
— While the scarcity of uncontaminated water is a problem,
alt islands have water available from shallow wells. This is an
asset from an agricultural point of view. Available land on
many islands is not being fully utilized, and only a small
amount of intensive cultivation is taking place. It seems that
th2 potential variety of tropical fruits and vegetables is not
being fully exploited.
— The avaiiabiiity of transport varies from island to island.
Some islands enjoy frequent contact with Male and other
islands, while others do not.
— Mat weaving, a craft practiced primarily by women, is
xnown on more than half of the islands but is not widely
practiced at present.
— Every island visited had at least one radio, although less
than one-gyuarter of the women listen to the radio on a regular
basis. The island offices, however, are in daily contact with
the atoll offices, which in turn are in contact with Malé.
— There is a health center in each atoll, and some islands
have trained health workers. The government is assisting
schools of the traditional types while working with UNESCO
and UNICEF to make available more broadly-based primary
education. There are few local clubs or organizations.
— The main resources are the human ones, and the people
expressed a great willingness to work to overcome their
problems if they could find help to get started.

Small house built of coral & cadjan



DISCUSSION OF WOMEN'S TABLES

In this section, comments are made on the data presented
in the women's tables. The interpretation of the tables in-
cludes comparative figures derived from the analysis of the
120 interviews with men. Where there are no significant
ditferences, the man’s responses are not reported,

I. Household Composition

Teble 2 — The average {mean) household size is 6.47. 50%
of the women belong to a household of § occupants {median
point is 557} or less, while 16.69% live in households of
10 or more. More women (17.29%) live in households with
5 occupants than in househclds of any other size. Household
sizes are rather evenly distributed (see Figure A below),
and the size of the household is in general smaller than might
be expected. It is significantly larger on Male where the
population density is much higher. Clearly the evailability
of space is a factor in determining whether the household
is a nuclear or extended family., Where there is space (and
money! enough, the nuclear family unit is preferred.

Tables 3 & 4 — 80.28% of all respondents are mem.bers ot
the nuclear family, that is wife, husband and children. Chii-
dren comprise 53.42% of all occupants, and a high percentage
of women, 93.96%, are living with one or more of their
children. 13.70% of the children are married, and over one-
half of the married chiidren are 29 years old or under, while
one-third are between 30 and 39. The younger married chil-
dren are most likely living with their mothers while awaiting
the opportunity to move into homes of their own, while the
older married children may be offering a home to their
mothers during their older years or in between marri:ges.

Parents, however, form a surprisingly small portion of the
household occupants, 1.98%, and they are distributed among
10% of the women. On the other hand, almost double the
number of women {18.13%) are living with in-laws. More of
the in-laws are married than not, while over two-thirds of the

siblings living with the women are not married. The picture
that emerges from a study of the ages of the occupants shows
that younger womer: are more likely to be living with relatives
other than spcuse and children than older ones,

1. Children

Table 5 — Half of the women have given birth to 6 or less
live children, compared to half who currently have 4 or less
living children. The section on Diet and Health summarizes
the reasons given by the women for the deaths of their chil-
dren under 5 years. The high fertility of Maldivian women

{almost the fecundity level) is indicated by the 27.29% who

have had 8 or more live births. 6.88% have 8 or more chiidren
living. Deaths ot women in childbirth and physical complica-
tions resulting from frequent deliveries explain in part the
fow percentage of females {48%) in the total population.
Table 6 - The figures from Table 5 looked at from a different
viewpoint show that the average (mean) number of living
children per women is 3.99, and the average number of chil-
dren born alive is 5.73. Those who are reaching the end of
their fertile years, the age groups 35—39 and 40-44, reached
an average number of 7 live births, while the averages of
living children for those groups are 5.40 and 4.43 respectively,
Women 45 and over did not have as many live births, and
one might infer that generally improving health conoitions
in recent years explain the increase for younger women.
The preference for a given number of children was explored
by asking about the “best number of children for a woman
to bring up.” In posing the question, care was taken to get
the response for the number of children one can easily bring
up wiihin the existing physical and social constraints. The
question does not include solely the woman's own children,
but it also covers the step-children for which she may be
responsible. The average number of children preferred, 3.38,
is smalle; than anticipated, and it is remarkably consistent
for all ages of both women and men,

Tables 7 & 8 — For a Maldivian it may not be surprising
to note that the preferences expressed by the women for

Figure A — Number of Occupants per Household

%
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more sons (28.33%) or more daughters (21.67%) are rather
close, A plurality (36.46%) prefer equal distribution of sexes
among their chiidren, The male respondents did, however,
favor boys (41.67%) over girls {20.00%). As there is neither
bride price nor dowry, the sex of a child does not affect
family finances. Where girls are preferred it is generally for
social benefits such as helping around the house and caring
for the parents, and boys are preferred for the potential
economic benefits of providing for the family.

Table 8 — Family planning practices are still new to the atoll
life, and only 6.46% of the women said they had even consi-
dered not having any additional children. The difference
between the preferred number of children and the number
they actually bear and bring up, however, suggests that atti-
tudes toward the contro! of family size need to be more
thoroughly explored. Only 3.33% indicated that they have
attempted to control their number of children.

Table 10 — A study of the number of living children per
700 live births reveals some interesting variations by region
and by age. There are 63.80 living childen per 100 live births
from the women interviewed of all ages throughout the
country. In this table the increase in number of children
living per 100 live births for younger wornen is quite clearly
shown. |t is conceivable that Region C's higher performar.ce
{except the 40—44 age group) is due to the constant avail-
ability of local food in the form of taro which is widely
grown throughout the south but not commonly found in
the rest of the country. The reasons for the sharp drop for
ages 4D—-44 for that region (and to a lesser extent in Region
B) for the number of children living per 100 live births are
unknown. Nutrition may also be a factor as larger quantities
of fruit, especially bananas, are grown and consumed in the
south than in the north and central sections. To determine
whethier there was any improvement in health related to the
number of living children resulting from the RAF hospital
in Gan, the numbers for Seen and Fua Mulaku were studied
separately. Those figures show that the rate of increase of
living children per 100 live births for women 34 and below
is greater for those two atolls than for the whole of Region
C and the rest of the country. While Region C shows more
favorable figures all along, the differences increased after the

Frgure B

hospital was put into gperation in the early 1960's, islands
from Gaaf-Dhaal Atoll servicing Seen also benefitted from the
medical facilities and further e¢xplain the higher Region C
figures. One can conclude that the presence of the KAF
ho=pital on Gan contributed greatly to this increase as women
took advantage of the medical care made available to them and
their children. The difference between Region C and the
rest of the country increased until the health services avuilable
1o the entire country became more significant.

Table 11 — Women on the whole do not give much thought
to the futures of their children as it is generally assumed
that the childrern will have miuch the same life as the parents
have had whean they grown up. A hope for something better
was expressed when asked about the aspirations they have
for their chiidren. 44.58% cited education for their daugh-
ters, 45.62% for their sons. More women (16.46%) mentioned
a specified occupation for boys while only 4.58% mentioned
an occupation for their daughters.

11, Family Responsibilities

Tables 12 & 13 — The average number of hours a day spent
on household duties is 4, broken down into two hours on
cooking and one hour each on sweeping and washing clothes.
There is no significant variation by age. We can conclude that
women have sufficient time for other activities provided that
alternative arrangements can be made for the care of their
children. It is the care of infants and young childrer rather
than the household duties of cooking, washing and sweeping
that make the major demands on women, Children are iooked
after all day, and women could not quantify the time they
spend in this activity. Any new activities introduced for
women rnust take into account the current childcare patterns
of women.

Table 14 — The difference in opinion between men and
women on the distribution of responsibility for children
is striking. Men favor men to a greater extent than women
favor women, probably because of their legal responsibility
for children and social expectations that the husband have
a greater say in matters concerning children. Figure B below
compares the responses of men and women to the specific
questions.

Figure B ~ Women's & Men's Opinion on Person Responsibla tor Matters concerning Chitdren
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Table 15 — More than half of the women (55.82%) report
thet their children make some form of contribution to the
running of the family, generally in the areas of sweeping,
cooking, washing clothes and looking after other children,
It can be said that children do not bear major family res-
ponsibilities. Children do contribute maoney to some extent
as reported by 26.08% of the women. As those are only
women old enough to have income-earning children, presum-
ably a larger percentage will get money from their children
during their lifetimes.

Table 16 — In terms of family responsibilities, husbands
clearly have the major duty of procuring food and other
items needed to run the household. Men have traditionally
been the procurers of household goods and only 9.58% of
the women cfaim that responsibility for themselves. Primary
responsibility for caring for the sick and elderly falls slightly
more heavily on the husbands (45.21%) than on the women
(32.33%), in the opinion of the women, Husbands are general-
ly expected to provide the means for caring for the sick or
elderly family members while it is likely that the women
actually carry out the physical care. Major family decisions
concerning the disposition of husbands’ earnings and property
bought and sold (such as sewing machines and boats) are
felt to be roughly evenly distributed among wives, husbands,
and wives and husbards together by the women. The men
interviewed do not perceive the same distribution of family
responsibilities and decisions, and far larger percentages
claimed the sole responsibilities of procuring food and caring
for the sick. Men consider only 33.43% of their wives involvad
in decisions about spending their earnings, while 65.46%
of the women claimed they have a say. It is again possihle
that the social image of a husband is such that he does not
recognize his wife's contributicns to the fulfillment of these
kinds of responsibilities. Alternatively, women could be
claiming more involvement than they actually have.

V. Education and Literacy

Table 17 — Aithough 88.54% of the women have attended
some form of educational institution, this does not reflect
an educated population. The high literacy rate (61.67%)
among women is the sole outcome of school attendance
because the level of studies is very basic. The traditional
curriculum of the madhrasaa includes reading of the Koran
and Arabic script, religious practices, arithmetic, and Dhivehi.
The makthab curriculum is similar although likely to be at
a more elementary level. Likewise the kiavaage curriculum
is the same althouch the range and level of subjects varies
according to the abilities of the instructor. Some islands
have developed high-standard institutions compared to other
islands, but they are the exception rather than the rule.
Since the characteristics of the madhrasaa and the makthab
are close, many inrsitutions will choose to call themselves
madhrasaa, thereby explaining the higher percentage of
madhrasaa attendance (52.92%) over makthab attendance
(5.41%).

School attendance generally increased for younger women
with a sharp jump in th: 35—-39 age group over the 40—44

group. This can be explained by the special interest in prc
moting education in the atolls shown by the governmen
around 1950. School attendance is slightly greater for imal
respondents (95.83%), but more women have attended thi
madhrasaa than men. As the madhrasaa is a younger anc
preferred institution, it can be concluded that there is
tendency for males to decrease their school attendance &
present. That younger men are attending school less anc
attaining lower levels of literacy than older men is perhap:
due to economic pressures and opportunities which have
encouraged young men to enter the jnb market sooner than
before,

Table 18 — Of the 61.67% judged to be literate, only 7.50%
are considered to read the Dhivehi script at a “‘very good"’
level. Younger women are more literate than older ones,
perhaps reflecting the relative closeness of their school ex-
perience and their involvement in teaching their children
to read and write. The total of those reading at a “‘satisfac-
tory” level and a ‘very good” level is 41.04%. The men
showed an overall higher literacy leve! (89.16%), but only,
5.83% were judged tc read .ery well and 44.16% satisfactorily.
Table 19 — The task for developing literacy among children
is shared by the wornan with a teacher or relati'2 in 33.34%
ot the cases. 20.62% of the women teach their children to read
and write by themselves. The chiidren of 58.11% of the
women are taught reading and writing at one or more of the
traditional islands schools, although in half of these situations
the woman either assists or guides the learning of her zhildren
as well. A very small percentage, only 2.91%, said no ane
was teaching the children to read and write. The involvement
of the woman in teaching her child will vary with the availabi-
lity and quality of schools on her island.

Table 20 — Efforts have been made by the government to
provide non-formal education through the use of radio.
Although all islands represented in the survey have at least
one radio, listening is not widespread. 21.25% of the women
listen to the radio on a daily basis, only slightly exceeded by
the men (28.33%).

V. Marriage Patterns

Table 21 — All women by the age of 20 have married at
least once, although at present 13.75% are not married.
For younger women who are not married, the time between
marriages is generally short. Women 40 and above coniprise
over two-thirds of those not married, and they may not
remarry at all or stay unmarried for longer periods of time.

Table 22 — A plurality of women (33.54%) first married
at age 15, and the average age at first marriage is just under
16 (mean is 15.93). A significant percentage of women
{17.92%) were married at 14 or under and by age 19 all but
7.5% had been married. Unlike patterns found elsewhere,
the age at first marriage is not at present increasing for youn-
ger women. Early marriage is expected and accepted on the
islands and has been practiced for centuries. Men marry later
than women, as shown in the age-at-first-marriage comparison
shown in Figure C on the following page.
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Although the data is not included in a table, women were
asked in whose house they lived when they first married.
83.75% lived in the same household with their husbands,
and in-laws and parents provided much of the housing at the
time of first marriage. Over one-third lived at first in the
house of the wife's parents, and in 13.75% of the cases the
woman and her first husband lived with the husband’s parer.ts.
Another one-third lived in a house belonging to either the
wife or the husband. The remainder either lived upart from
each ' er, (the woman staying with her parents), or, as did
a smaft 3.33%, shared a household with someone other than
a parent ot in-law.

Tables 23, 24, & 25 — On the average women are married
4 times (the mean is 3.96) to 3 different husbands (3.30 is the
mean)} indicating one remarriage to the same man. By the
time a woman is 30, she will have been married three times
on the average suggesting thal marriages tend to become
more stable and long lasting for older women. 15.83% of the
women have been married only once and 30.21% have married
only one man. The difference between these two figures,
14.38%, indicates the number who have married their only
husband more than once. As the number of spouses increases,
the number of remarriages tends to increase up to a point.

15 - 17

18 - 19 20 and above

age at first rarrisge

Half of the women who have married only one husband do
not remarry that husband, but of those with two husbands,
only one-third are married just once to the second husband.
Of those with threze husbands, only one-quarter marry the
third husband one time.

Table 26 — 49.79% of the women remarry one man at least
once, as indicated above. The high incidence of remarriage
indicates that divorce often takes place due to temporary
conflicts rather than basic incompatibility. Both marriage
and divorce are inexpensive and involve only simple formali-
ties, thus explaining the frequency of both. In addition,
divcrce and remarriage are socially acceptable and the legal
respc. sibilities of the divorced partners are few. Divorce
often takes the place of the temporary separation found in
marriages elsewhere.

Tables 27 & 28 — The age desired for the daughter’s first
marriage does not vary according to the current age of the
women. Younger women, for example, do not want their
daughters to marry any earlier or later than older women.
A comparison, however, of the age at first marriage of the
woman and the desired age for the daughter shows clearly
that women wish their daughters to marry later than they
married. Figure D below illustrates this point.

Fure D
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The reasons women gave for the age they desire their daugh-
ters to first marry are as follows:

Marrisge sge desired
Percentage of women

Reason mentioning resson Bolow 18 18¢&19 20 % sbove
To avoid
illegitimacy 2361 34.27 10.20 1.14
Maturity
reached 2095 11.24 29.59 34.09
Daughter’s
choice 16.98 21.35 2041 4.55
Education
completed 16.45 3.9 2041 JB.64
Customs of
the sstand 11.14 21.25 4,08 0.00
Better for her
physical condinion 345 0.00 3.06 10.23
Poor living
conditions at home 1.59 2.81 1.02 0.00
{AIl N's include

. reason nct stated) IN=277) (N=178) (N+98) (N=88)

!

'Marriage patterns for men are similar to those for women

- .except for the age at first marriage. 62.50% had been first

¥married at the age of 20 or above, And while women prefer
':the ages of 15 and 18 for their daughter’s first marriage in
roughly equal numbers, men choose the age of 18 twice as
often as 15,

VI. Diet and Health
Table 29 -- Of the foods eaten for lunch, fish soup and rice
are consumed by more of the women (34.79%) than any
other food. It is followed by breadfruit (17.29%), then curry
and rice (15.62%), and finally taro (10.42%) which is taken
only in the south. The remainder eat a variety of locally
roduced foods such as screwpine, kandu, plaintain, millet,
maize, and sweet potato. Dinner is the main meal of the day
with 25.63% eating curry and rice, followed by fish soup
and rice (38.54%), breadfruit (12.29%) and taro (8.33%).
A slightly higher percentage of men report eating rice with
either curry or fish soup at both meals. This may be due to
social custom by which the wife feeds her husband the best
food she can, sometimes at the expense of her own diet.
Only a quarter of the women eat fruit on a daily basis, the
largest percent (8.13%) having bananas. Fruit is not cenerally
considered a food for regular consumption and for that
reason end due to pest problems it is not grown in large
quantities. The exceptions are faund on Fua Mulaku where
many fruits, particularly mangos, flourish and in Seen Atoll
which produces many bananas for local consumption and
export to Malé. Mangos are grown on very few islands other
than Fua Mulaku. The south is also where almost all of the
taro fields are found, althcugh attempts are being made to
introduce the tuber in the rest of the country. The overall
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diet is extremely poor in green leafy vegetables and very rich
in carbohydrates. Protein comes solely from fish which tends
to be eaten in small quantities at each meal.

\
Surprisingly the data show that income does not seem toi
influence the type of food eaten. It can be said that those
with no income eat less curry and rice than the others, but
other trends are not apparent from the data collected. It is
probable that the reporting of food eaten may be biased
toward “better” foods (i.e., rice and fish) which may be
mentioned more frequently than consumed.

Table 30 — 51.25% of the women feel they have enough
food to feed their families, and the higher income brackets
feel that in greater percentages than the fower. Only 39.79%
feel satisfied with the varieties of food consumed, and again
there is more satisfaction expressed ir the higher income
brackets than the lower, When asked what varieties of food
would be preferred, 38.41% answered flour, rice and sugar,
implying that they would actually like more of foods they
already have a small amount of. 17.30% would like more
fruits and vegetables. The responses of the men were similar
to those of the women in all the questions concerning the
quality and guantity of food.

Table 31 ~ The major sicknesses experienced in the women's
family in the month before the interview were diarrhea
(20.04%) and fever (38.75%). It is reasonable to expect that
a similar percentage of families would have the same illnesses
during any given month. Drugs were overwhelmingly chosen
as the means of treatment and these were obtained either
from the Community Health Worker or through private
purchase. The heavy use of “western’’ medicine over the
traditional cures of locally-made plant medicines and charming
may be due to changing preferences, lack of availability of
traditional practitioners or materials, or the relative cheapness
of drugs compared to other means.

Women were also asked for the causes of death of their chil-
dren under the age of 5. The results, presented below, give a
picture of the woman's perception of child death and are not
intended to provide a medical explanation. N is equal to 717.

Cause of Death Percentage of children dying

Fever 37.38
Rash 13.67
Diarrhea 11.58
Diarrhea & fever 6.83
Asthma 4.19
Acciden* 1.95
Nothing happened 1.67
Hunger 1.53
Other 10.18
Don’t know 11.02

When asked what were the common diseases found on their
island, women responded in the following percentages:

Fever 93.33 Asthma 8.75
Diarrhea 66.67 Filaria 4.17
Diarrhea 61.25 Leprosy 3.75

& vomiting Other 12.92
Skin disease 14,79



VIil. Economic Status and Ralated Activities

Table 32 — 63.75% of the women l.ive one or more activities
aside from household duties in which they engage. Rope
making is done twice as often as farming and all other activi-
ties, and cadjan weaving is done about a third as often as
rope making. Women carry out these activities anywhere
from one to seven days a week, although it was not asked
how many hours a day they spent on each activity. Farming
is most often done daily but rope making and cadjan weaving
are more often done one or two days a week.

Table 33 — Women were asked how much money they had
earned in the week preceding the interview and from which
activities, 33.95% had earned some income, with over half nf
those (17.93%) earning between 1 and 9 rupees. More women
earned money from rope-making than any other single activity
or combination cf activities. Income is usually earned when
the rope, cadjan and agricultural products are taken to Maie
and sold, and it will vary according to the frequency of trans-
port available and the amount of work done. In the case of
the women who are farming, of course, there are seasonal
variations as well. It s likely that the women who earn income
in one week will not earn in the next week. This table shows
clearly the small contribution women are presently making
to family incomes.

Table 34 — Figure E below presents the combined income
earned in one month by the women and their husbands.
The average !rnean) income for the women and their husbands
was 102 rupees in the month studied. 50% of the combined
incomes were 58 rupees or less. The 44 rupee difference
between these values can be explained by a small rnumber
of higher incomes for that month. These calculations were
made excluding the women who reported neither their earn-
ings nor those of their husbands. The average (mean) income
for wamen in a month is 19 rupees, and for their husbands
it is 89 rupees.

The men respondents report an average earning in a month
of 140 rupees that is significantly higher than the 89 rupees

the women report for their husbands. Due to the relatively
small number of men interviewed, their responses can not be
considered as meaningful as the women’s. On the other hand,
it is possible that women are not fully aware of the amount
of money earned by their husbands and that they tended to
misreport those earnings. In spite ~nf the !imitations of the
data, a general picture of income levels emerges. It is fair to
assume that in a given month the average of the combined
wife and husband income will fall into the 100—-140 rupee
range. Taking 120 rupees as the midpoint, the typical family
of 6 members then has an income of 20 rupees per family
member in any given month.

Table 35 — A study of husbands’ occupations and income
earned 1n a month reveals that the single largest group of men
are fishermen (46.38%). Fishing can be either a high or low
income occupation, although the percentage of fishermen is
smaller in high income brackets than in lower. Occupations
leading to work in Malé and working as a seaman ousside of
the country play a more significant role in the higher income
brackets than in the lower. Many Maldivian men will earn
their money through a combination of occupations and
occupations are frequently changed according to personal
desire or seasonal and economic fluctuations. The small
number of high income earners on the islands are made up of
good blacksmiths, head boat builders, boat owners, successful
traders, and those carrying out fandhita (charming) for pros-
perous fishing.

Table 36 — The average expenditure on food in a week per
occupant was 5 rupees. For the typical family of 6 spending
30 rupees a week, the entire monthly income of 120 rupees
is spent on food. Those who earned 150 rupees and above in
one month spent 6.50 rupees per occupant on food in a week,
revealing a tendency to spend only slightly more on food. As a
result of the high expenditure on food, almost nothing was
spent on items other than food. For the higher income groups
savings are likely to occur which are then spent all at once for
a major purchase such as a sewing machine, tin roofing sheets,
or textiles for clothing.

Table 37 — Most property is individually owned, but those
items accumulated during marriage may be considered jointly

Figure E — Combined Wife and Husband Income Earned in a Month
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owned by the husband and wife. Should & divorce occur and
the property be split, however, the husband would have a
larger claim on the property since he has most likely provided
the resources necessary to accumulate the property. Owner-
ship of houses is common among women with 27.29% owning
a house individually and 39.13% jointly with their husbands,
Houses are never bought or sold but are passed down among
family members and often brothers and sisters will jointly
own a house for a time. Every couple wishes to have its own
house and if one is not already owned by either the husband
or wife, they will gather their resources and build one when
they can. Fruit trees, including the coconut palm, are also
important property as they provide food and 500ds for trade
or sale. 31.67% of the women own trees singly and 34.06%
with their husbands. Other important Property such as boats,
sewing machine., and radios are owned to a lesser extent,
with boats being singly owned by 5.42% of the women. The
right to cultivate a plot of land is held by 9.79% of the wo-
men. The men respondents consistently reported higher
ownership percentages for themselves and lower ones for
their wives than the women reported.
Table 38 — A smaller-than-expected number reported trading
goods (14.38%) or services (12.92%). One possible explanation
is that different goods are circulated primarily among family
relations and near-by neighbors, and that that type of circu-
lation is not considered trading. Another possibility is that
goods and services are given “freely” rather than traded, with
the strong expectation that a gift will be returned when
asked for or needed. It is feit that the local economy depends
;;'much more heavily on a barter system than these figures
. suggest. Women were asked if they did busiress on a regular
"basis with other women who might be, for example, shop-
keepers or tailors. Only 11.67% responded positively, indica-
2ting that the women's role in the local economy tends to be
‘in the background rather than the foreground.

11.25% of the women reported having borrowed money at
some time, and 12.32% reported that their husbands had
borrowed money. Women were asked about the single largest
amount borrowed, and the data is presented below.

Women Their husbands
Average amount borrowed 67 rupees 210 rupees
From whom
friend 52.54 60.79
ernployer of husband 20.34 11.76
or wife
relation 8.47 5.88
island chief 3.39 9.81
shopkeeper 10.18 1.96
other 1.69 1.96
not stated 3.39 7.84
7100.00% 100.00%
{N=59) {N=51)
Why
buy food 83.06 72,56
boat repair 1.69 11.76
buy medicine 5.09 1.96
house repair 1.69 3.92
start a business 0.00 3.92
other 2.38 1.96
not stated 5.09 3.92
100.00% 100.00%
(N=59) {N=51)

The largest amount borrowed by a woman was 800 rupees and
by a husband 5000 rupees, both for the purpose of buying
food. Of the men, 17.50% reported having borrowed money
at one time or another.

Table 39 — Almost all women (97.92%) felt they should have
increased opportunities to earn money. 99.17% of the men
agreed that women should earn more. When asked how they
thought they zould earn more money, the women replied with
those activities they are familiar with. Rope making and cadjan
weaving were mentioned most frecuently, followed by mat
weaving, sewing and shell collecting. Men suggestad the same
activities, although cadjan weaving was not included by them.

VIII. Selected Skills

Table 40 — Women were asked about their knowledge of four
skills that are practiced on the islands, namely sewing, the use
of local medicine, midwifery, and the use of charms. Only
27.08% reported knowing one or more of these skills. Clearly
the more traditional skills are known by older women and
sewing {implying the use of a sev/iing machine) is more widely
practiced by younger women. Of the 19.17% who sew, 60%
are 34 years old or younger, whereas three quarters of those
knowing local medicine (a total of 6.04%) are over 40. Just
under three quarters of those knowing midwifery (2.92%
are over 40, and three-quarters knowing charming {1.67%)
are over 40. Men claim higher percentages in ali these skills
(excepting midwifery) with 32.50% who sew, 9.17% who
know local medicine, and 16.67% who know charming. Well
over hall of those knowing each of these skills is above 40.
It is possible that the more traditional skills are acquired
only as people get older.

Table 41 — There is no single category of persons who stands
out as 1he teachers of these skills. Just under a third of the
teachers are relatives, and professionals who are neither
relatives nor friends make up about one-quarier of the tea-
chers. That skills can be learned from a wide selection of
teachers is a strong indication of the freedom of movement
within Maldivian society and the total absence of caste.
Table 42 — Half of the women (compared to one-third of the
men) said there was a new skill they would like to learn.
Education, although not strictly a skill, was the answer given
by 11.46% of the women when asked to name the new skill.
This was the most frequent response given (for the 10.83%
of the men as well), followed by 10.42% wishing to learn to
sew,

Table 43 -- Aithough only half could name a skill they wanted
to learn, 63.54% of the women said they would be interested
in some training to learn a new skill. 31.67% said they would
be willing to travel to another island to receive training. This
can be considered high interest in learning how to perform
new kinds of work, although the women do not have many
suggestions of types of activities other than the work already
being carried out on the island. The men were asked if they
would be wiiling to send their wives for a short time to a
training center to learn a new skill. 64.17% answered yes,
indicating strong support for increased activity on the part
of the women,

IX. Problem ldentification

Table 44 — Women were asked what they considered the
major problems affecting life on their island, and their re-
$ponses were ran<ed in the order in which the problems were
mentioned. The problem mentioned first is considered to



be the most important problem in the opinion of the woman.
Figure F below shows the categories into which the first-
ranked problems fell and the percentage of women naming
the problems in each category. Under each heading surroun-
ding the diagram are the ways in which the problems were
expressed by the women. It is evident that many of the
problems are closely related and could be placed in more
than one category.

All problems concerning fishing are grouped into the ‘limited
earnings’ category as the level of fishing activity is the single
most important determinart of the over-all prosperity of the
island. lack of land for cultivation is included as women
would most likely want to grow food for sale in Male. Except
on the most densely populated islands, land enough to culti-
vate food for family usage is available. Lack of firewood is
probably related to food preparation for the women, although
in the north a rnajor occupation for men on some islands is
collecting firewood and selling it in Malé. The problems in
the comfort category are for the most part related to health,
but it is likely that the women view crowding and mosquitoes
as annoyances rather than health hazards.

The men agreed with the women on the order of first-ranked
prrolems with the ‘limited earnings’ category claiming the
nighest percentage followed by food, education, and health.
The weight given to each category varied, hcwever, and the
men placed a lot more importance on problems related to
fishing. While for the women problems relating to poor fishing,
poor harbor and mechanized dhonis were first mentioned by
29.17%, these same problems were first mentioned by 51.66%
of the men. The category of money-related problems there-
fore was claimed by a higher percentage of men {(approximate-
ly 20% over the women) while the other categories were
correspondingly lower. The conclusions is that men feel the
need for money more strongly than the women which is
to be expected as the men are responsible for providing for
their families.

Table 45 — In surprisingly high numbers {65.21%), the Maldi-
vian women feel that the community of people living on the
island is responsible for development of the island. At the
same time, information obtained from the group discussions
of women that took place following the individual interviews
indicates that they feel they need some sort of outside help.
So far few women expect much of the government or the atoll
chief, altliough the island chief who is a'so a government
official but a local person and long-term appointee is felt by
over one-third to have responsibility for developing the island.
The men have higher expectations of the government (45.83%
feel it is responsible for developing the island, compared to
13.54% of the women) and lower expectations of the island
chief {20.83%, compared to 38.96% for the women) and
the atoll chief {6.67%, 12.92% for the women).

Table 46 — A gquestion which involved ranking the order of
responses was asked about the use of additional income if
it were earned. Here half of the women chose the education
of their children as the first way in which they would spend
additional money. While this underscores the desire for edu-
cation that was mentioned throughout the survey, the edu-
cational constraints operating on the islands cannct be over-
come by money in the hands of the women alone. Just under
a third of the women would first spend additional money on
food, mostly likely buying the main imported staples of
rice, sugar and flour. The remaining 13% would first put
additional income into housing, medical treatment and savings
in that order. Men answered the question the same way
as the women in roughly the same percentages.

Table 47 — During the interview two separate questions were
posed distinguishing problems facing the island and problems
facing the family. The responses for both, however, were
similar with the lack of money being most frequently men-
tioned. The women said the main problems in the family
were either not enough money (43.38%) or unsatisfactory
housing (35.42%). The housing complaint generally refers to
a desire for improved quality of housing having corial walls
and a tin roof. More than a quarter of the women did rot
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mention any problem in the family at all. As this was a very
personal question, it is likely that women were guarded in
their responses. A comparison of family problems wiih the
combined income in a month for wife and husband did not
shew any striking trends. Those who had earned 300 rupees
or more in a month mentioned lack of money less often
than the others, as expected. The highest value was 63.48%
of those with no income claiming not enough money, follow-
ed by the 62.16% earning 200-299 rupees during a month
claiming the same problem. This may mean that while 200-
299 rupees a month is a high salary for the islands, it does
not necessarily cover all needs, Alternatively, those with
higher incomes may have increasingly more desires beyond
their means that they wish to satisfy.

X.  Social Relationships of Women

Table 48 — The tables in this section attempt to give a very
general idea of behavior and attitudes in the area ot human
relationships. In order to find who their confidents were,
women were asked if they discussed their married life with
any other women. This question was left vague so that it
might cover areas such 2% disputes with one’s husband, issues
relating to sex, or simple gossip. Only ten percent said they
discussed their marriages with other women, but this is a
lower-than-expected figure. A combination of more specific
questions and other means of gathering information is needed
in order to study this question more thoroughly,

Table 49 — When asked whom was sought for advice with a
Problem, parents and other relatives were chosen by 50.21%
of the women. The corresponding figure for the men is
35.00%. The women said they go to friends (14.17%) about
half as often as men, and a quarter of the men favored the
island chief compared to 15% of the women, More than twice
as many women as men said they did not go to anyone with a
problem. This question was also vague and a series of more
specific queries would surely bring somewhat different results,
One should also recognize that the nature of the problem
determines to a great extent whom is sought for advice.
Table 50 — A determination of the qualities of leadership
as perceived by the women was the object of this table,
63.13% of the women (55.83% of the men) said they knew
a woman on their island they would consider a leader. The
main attribute of that woman is that she has some education,
mentioned by 41.46% (and 37.50% of the men). The next

most important factor is having a good personality, listed
Ly 27.08% of the women and an equal percentage of men.
While 24.17% of the men felt a religious woman would make
a leader, only 9.38% of the women mentioned religion as a
factor in determining leadership.

Men were asked four separate questions not addressed to the
women. The results are reported below, and N is equal to
120 in all cases.

i)

What is the most important responsibility in a woman's

marriage?
Obey husband 59.17%
Lock after husband's clothes and food 10.00%
Cook and feed family 5.83%
Other 13.33%
Don't know 7.50%
Not stated 4.17%
100.00%
2.) Do you think the husband should control the interac-
tions of his wife with other men?
Yes -~ 63.33%
No — 35.84%
Don't know — 0.83%
3.} Do you think women should participate in activities to
develop the istand?
Yes — 98.17%
Don’t know — 0.83%
4.) Would you cooperate with a project to benefit the
community?
Yes — 77.50%
No - 0.83%
Probably — 2167%

While men clearly feel that their wives should obey and serve
them, they also have high opinions of their wives’ potential
to be active participants in the betterment of island life.

Making flour from hithaia (Tacca)
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NOTES FROM THE GROUP DISCUSSIONS OF WOMEN INTERVIEWED

A group discussion of the women who had been interviewed
took place on all but one island and provided another type
of forum for the expression of major concerns, A summary
of the answers they had given to the questions on major
problems in the family and on the island, how women might
earn more money, and who was responsible for the develop-
ment of the island was read to the women to encourage
discussion. Some discussions were very lively, others not,
depending on the personalities involved, who else was ob-
serving, and the intensity of the feelings of the women
themselves.

The same types of problems were mentioned in the groups
as in the individual interviews with three notable exceptions.
The first two exceptions were statements of problems reia-
ting to money. On twenty-two islands women said that they
did not have enough of the raw materials from the coconut
palm to carry out their traditional work of rope making and
cadjan weaving. There are meny factors contributing to this
shortage including the restricted access to uninhabited islands
resulting from their lease to private individuals, the lack of
systematic planting and cultivation of the coconut palm,
and government control of much of the land suitable for
coconut piantations. Another statement of the money shor-
tage problem was made on six islands where the women said
that they could not earn enough money from rope making
and cadjan weaving to justify their efforts. Clearly policies
effecting land holdings, replanting of coconut palms and
prices must be examined if the lack of incentive to do the
work and the unavailability of natural resources are to be
overcome,

The third problem coming out in the group discussions con-
cerns disputes on the island. On seven islands women said
that the island inhabitants were not very friendly toward
each other. They felt that if they could cooperate more,
life would be better, but that there seemed to be no way of
resolving on-going differences among various factions or
individuals. it seems that some form of education about
community and encouragement of cooperation is called
for on the islands. This would be especially valuable as the
majority of women feel the community is responsible for
the island’s development.

The problems discussed by the groups of women are cate-
gorized below followed by the number of islands on which
they were mentioned. It is difficult to know at what point
problems relating to agriculture affect family food consump-
tion rather than inceme {or potential income) earned. Since
money was talked about directly in connection with rope
making and cadjan weaving, it is possible that the difficulties
in cultivation are reflected in the food consumed. Fishing
problems can here again be taken as indirect statements on
limited earnings as they were in the study of first-ranked
problems on the island from the individual interview.

1.} Limited Earnings
Limited resources for rope making and cadjan weaving (22)
Can't earn enough from rope making and oaadjan weaving (6)

1a.) Fishing 1b.} Agricuiture
Poor harbor (7) No place to grow crops (7)
No mechanized dhonis {3) Crows and rats (2)
Poor fishing (2) ' No access to uninhabited
No fuel for dhonis {2) island for growing crops (1)
No sailing boats (1) Disease in crops (1)

2.) Education
No school (17}
No teacher (3)
Poor school (1}

3.) Food
Not enough firewood (8)
Flooding (2)
Bad water (1)
Seasonal difficulties (1)

4.) Health
Disease {2)
Poor health facilities {2}
No midwife (1)

5.) Comfort
Mosquitoes (5)
Bedbugs (2}
Poor housing (2}
Crowding (1)
No shop {1)

6.) Other
Islanders not friendly with each other {7)
No mosque for women (1)
Spouse away from home (1)

In the discussions the women strongly expressed their desire
to work to overcome their problems, but they feel they need
guidance and assistance to help them get started.

Mat being woven from screwpine leaf on lguraidhoo



DISCUSSION OF ISLAND RESOURCE TABLES

To gain an overall picture of the islands of the Maldives,
an attempt was made to study the physical characteristics,
available resources and some social and economic features
of the 40 islands visited through an interview with the island
chief. These islands are not necessarily representative of all
inhabited islands as the sampling method focused on the
population rather than island characteristics. Nevertheless
a general idea of the island environment emerges as seen
by the island chief.

The islands were studied according to their physical location.
Region A includes those islands north of the Male Atoll,
Region B extends from the Malé Atoll south to the Huadhoo
Channel, and Region C encompasses those islands south of
the Huadhoo Channel. The comments that follow are only
on those tables which need some explanation.

Selected Island Characteristics (Table 3) — The sample consists
of almost all the islands having electricity.

Coconut Trees (Table 4) — The average number of coconut
trees per capita on the inhabited islands visited is:

All Regions — 4.6
Region A - 4.68
Region B - B.5
Region C - 286

Best Fishing Season (Tables 6 & 7) — The northeast monsoon
was found to be the best fishing season for 50% of the islands
visited with the others choosing the southwest monsoon and
year around in equal numbers. Islands in Regions A and C
primarily claim better fishing during the northeast monsoon.
The 1978 fishing season, however, was reported to be relative-
ly better for those islands having the southwest monsoon as
the best season.

Drinking Water Wells (Table 8) — The islands provide a drink-
ing water well for every 152 persons.

Unique Features (Table 11) — In physical features the islands
are similar to each other with a few exceptions, those mostly
having a fresh water lake. Most of the islands have a historical
distinction taking the form of either ihe grave of a popular
or religious man or a mound indicating remnants of an old
structure, probably a temple from the days when Buddhism
was found in the Maldives. :

Plots for Cuitivation (Table 12) — Almost half of the islands
visited had land available for cultivation, Various factors
are involved in determining the size of these plots. Size of
the island, population size, and land suitable for cultivation
are some of the factors. The numbers of cultivators as well
as the size of the plot are inconsistent for Regions A and B.

Region C assigns equal amounts of 5000 square feet on all
islands except one. As the cultivable land on uninhabited
islands is of a large amount, usually there is no limit to the
size of the plot one could utilize. Region C, however, seems
to regulate the sizes of the plots on uninhabited islands which
could be due to smaller islands used for that purpose.

Contacts with Other islands (Tables 13 & 14) — More than
half of the islands have daily contact with other istands by
visits either to or from other islands. This pattern is found
in Regions A and C, while islands in Region B have only
weekly contacts with a few exceptions. Boats frorn over half
of the islands make trips to Malé on a monthly basis, found
mainly in Regions B and C. Islands in Region A send boats
more frequently to Malé on a weekly or fortnightly basis.
Although Region A has more frequent trips to Malé, Region
B exceeds Region A in the percentage of people visiting
Malé monthly. This reflects the significantly smaller popu-
lation in Region B where 3.44% of the total population
visit Male monthly, compared to 1.78% from Region A.
(Islanders who make more than one trip to Malé in a month
would have been counted twice in these calculations, so the
percentages may be slightly higher than they should be.)

Traditional Occupations {Table 17) - The number of persons
reported to be engaged in traditional occupations is muck
lower than what was expected, and it is likely that the numk r
was undercounted by the island chief.

Problems on the Island {Table 18) — An attempt was made
to get an overall picture of the problems inhibiting the deve-
lopment of the islands. Here they are listed in detail under
major categories. Although the problems mentioned by any
given island chief are probably not exhaustive for his island
and may differ from what the islanders themselves would
have said, the list and suggested solutions could be helpful
in planning a detailed study to further identify and under-
stand these difficulties.




WOMEN'S QUESTIONNAIRE

Atoll: Island:
House:
Name:

Biographical Information
How old are you? ..............
Have you had any schooling?
*2a.) What kind of school?

N =
o L

......... makthab veenenre. Kidvaage
......... madhrasaa veoreenes OTHEr, SPECITY Liiviiiiiinreviirinierersinns
2b.) For how long?
......... less than 1 year +.eeeenns three years
......... one year ceereee More than 3 years, sPecify v.ovvreirircrnenns
......... two years creeeene. dON’t know
2.} Did you study any of these subjects? {(READ BELOW)
«ewwe, reading of Koran -~ arithmetic
......... reading & writing Dhivehi corvenens OheEr, SPECITY tovvivviiiiniirieneseesiannns
......... English
3.)  Who else is living where you live?
nagne relationship age sex
1.
2,
3.
4,
5,
6.

(IF MORE THAN 6, LIST ON INSIDE OF LAST PAGE.)
4.) Are you presently married?
*4a.) In which one of the following occupations does your husband spend most of his time
at present?

......... fishing seeeeees toddy tapping

......... farming «reeeern. Dlacksmith

......... brat building cereeeens CAAjUN weaving

......... carpentry veeeeenes SHipping

......... masonry work cereeeess tOUTISM

......... other, SPECITY crrvvniiiiini e,
5.) How many times have you been married? .............on...

6.) Have you married any man more than once?

*6a.) How many men have you married more than once? ...........
6b.) How many times did you marry the first one? ............
6¢c.) How many times did you marry the second one? .............
6d.) How many times did you marry the third one? ...............
7.)  When you were first marriad, did you start living with your husband?
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YES* NO

-----------

married/not married

YES* NO
YES* NO
YES NO



8.) In whose house did you live when you were first married?

......... a house belonging to either «eresneens husband's parents’ house
husband or wife

......... wife's parents’ house sevenenss IN SOMeEONE else’s house,

whose? ......cuvveerivvenninne,
9.) How old were you when you first married? ................

(.  Children
10.) Tell me the age and sex of each of your living children.

age sex age sex
11.} Inyour opinion, what is the best number of children for a woman to bring up? ...ovevrvvrernen '
12.) In your opinicn, is it better for a family to have more sons or more daughters or doesn‘t it matter?
......... more sons, why?
......... more daughters, why?
......... doesn’t matter reeeeee. €QUal NumMber vennneeee. don‘t know
13.) Have you had any still births? YES*
*13a.) How many? ................
14.) Have any of your children died under the age of 5?7 YES*
*14a.) How many? ...............
‘ 14b.) What was the cause of each death?
2 diarrhea accident
.......... fever veesennns OLhET, SPECITY Luvviviiirernneeii,
.......... rash (duvanee)
,15.) Have any of your children died at the age of 5 or over? YES*
B *15a.) How many? ...............
(OMIT Q. 16-19 IF RESPONDENT HAS NO CHILDREN. PROCEED TO Q. 20.)
16.) Have you ever thought of not having any additional children? YES*
*16a.) Why?
17.) Do you (Did you) try to control the number of children you have? (you had?) YES*
*17a.) How?
.......... pills «enenenes $8f€ period
.......... no intercourse over svesvnnees OLher, SDECITY Lovvvvivineeeiniiesiann,

long period of time
18.) Whoin your family would you say has the most influence on your children?

.......... self (mother) ««seesnene grandmother or grandfather
.......... father of children csessennes OLhEr, SPECITY vivvevivrecreieiseein,
.......... mother & father together eeeennnes don‘t know '

18.) How old do you wish your daughter to be when she first marries? .............

19a.) (ASK IF AGE IS BELOW 18) Why do you wish her to marry young?
19b.) (ASK IF AGE IS BETWEEN 18 & 20) Why do you wish her to marry at that age?
19c.) (ASK IF AGE IS ABOVE 20) Wi,y do you wish her to marry late?

ill.  Family Responsibilities
20.) In your famiiy, who is responsible for procuring the food and other househo!d items?

.......... self (wife) seeseeness OhET, SPECITY wouvvveiiirerecereereo s
.......... husband
21.) Inyour family, who is responsible for caring for the sick or eldariy?
.......... self (wife) ceeeeenn Wife & husband together
.......... husband sessesnses OLhEr, SPECIFY wvvviviiiieennannn,
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22.) Invyour family, who assumes primary responsibility for the children?

.......... self (wife) ceennnnens Wife & husband together
.......... husband vereenenes OtheEr, SPECITY covvvivivniiiiinirienerinnns
23.) Who in your family makes decisions about the education of your children?
......... . self (wife) vreeeene.. Wife & husband together
.......... husband Y ¢ X { [T R 1o - o1} AV
24.) Do you or your husband’s children contribute to the well-being of your family? YES* NO
*24a.) How do they contribute?
.......... looking after younger children tersneenss COOKING
.......... sweeping weennnene. Washing clothes
.......... fishing <ereeneees CONTributing money
.......... farming cereeeeers OthEr, SPECITY Lrvvviviieiiiiniercninenes
IV. Economic Status
25.) Did you earn any money last month? YES* NO
"25a.) How much? .......ccveuu.
25b.) How did you earn it?
.......... rcpe making «ueeeenee S€HiNg agricultural products
.......... cadjan weaving cireeenens OhEr, SPECITY ooivvviiiviniiiivinneens
.......... mat weaving
How much money did your husband earn last month? ..................
Who decides how to spend the money your husband earns?
.......... self (wife) . wrereeene. Wife & husband together
.......... husband vevveenees OTNET, SPECITY cuvvireviiiiiiiiirreniennnene

SAY TO RESPONDENT, NOW | AM GOING TO FIRST ASK YOU ABOUT WHAT YOU OWN, SECOND ABOUT WHAT YOUR
JUSBAND OWNS, & FINALLY ABOUT WHAT YOU OWN JOINTLY.)
28.) Do you individually own any of the fotlowing? (READ BELOW)

.......... house (#..........} tveneerees SEWING machine (#..........)

.......... fruit trees (#..........} ceveeenees radio (#......0n)

.......... boat {#..........} «eeeeneens VEgetable or grain plantation (#..........)
29.) Does your husband own any of the following? (READ BELOW)

.......... house (#..........) vereeene. S€WiING Machine (#..........)

.......... fruit trees (#..........) vvrercnens radio (#..nnn)

.......... boat (#.........) ..eeneees VEgetable or grain plantation {(#..........)
30.) Do you and your husband jointly own any of the following? (READ BELOW)

.......... house (#..........) v eeenenee. SEWING machine (#..........)

.......... fruit trees (#..........) ceerneenes Tadio (#........0)

.......... boat (#..........) <.eeeeenns VEGEtable or grain plantation {#..........)

[ASK. Q. 31 ONLY IF THERE HAS BEEN A POSITIVE REPLY TO ONE OF THE 3 Q.'S ABOVE.)
31.) fyou and your husband wish to buy or sell some of the property mentioned in the preceeding
questions, who makes the decisions?

.......... self (wife) veenenene Wife 8 hutband together
.......... husband
32.) How much was spent on food last week? .........eenee. .
313.) Do you trade goods with other families or shops? YES NO
*33a.) What do you take to be traded?
.......... fish cereeeenns FOPE
.......... coconut reverseres MALS
.......... cadjan erevesees FiCE
.......... rihakuru cererennes SUGAT
.......... diahakuru cevenennss flOUr



33b.) What do you take homo from the trade?

.......... fish ceenesenes FOPE
.......... coconut creseenee. MALS
.......... cadjan P 1 [:]
.......... rihakuru ceenseenes SUGAT
.......... diahakuru cereeneens flour
34.) Do you perform any services in return for food or other items? : YES* NO |
"342.) What SerViCes dO YOU P& fOIM? ...vvuvvveseseressoseerssnmeseesss s ssss e s .
34b.) What do YOU FeCeits iN FETUMNT ...vvcoovvsevvucassieeessseessneessesssssssessssss s oo ss s l
35.) How much money was spent last month on items other than f00d? ..........cocoeverveerrererosn,
36.) Are there any women that you do business with on a reqular basis, such as tailors or
shopkeepers? YES* NO
*36a.) What do these women do?
.......... tailor crevereens Other, SPECIfY .vovvvvveireneenenrinene.
.......... shopkeeper
{SAY TO RESPONDENT: NOW | AM GOING TO ASK YOU ABOUT BORROWING MONEY, FIRST MONEY YOU MAY HAYV
BORROWED AND SECOND MONEY YOUR HUSBAND MAY HAVE BORROWED.)
37.) Have you individually ever borrowed any money? YES* NO
*37a.) What is the largest single amount you have borrowed? ................coo.......
37b.) Whom did you borrow it from?
.......... island chief coneennen. friend
.......... employer of husband or self cortenvens OHER, SPECITY vvviireereviensesssiinn,
37¢.) Why did you need the money?
.......... build or repair house vessennes OER, SPECIFY wovviriverieeiecirsrniane,
.......... buy food
38.) Has your husband ever borrowed any money? YES* NO
*38a.) What is the largest single amount he has borrowed? .....................
38b.) Whom did he borrow it from?
.......... island chief cerneeens. friend
.......... his employer csesenenrs OHER, SPELITY 1ivvvcviereneireiereian
38c.) Why did he need the money?
.......... build or repair house cenrnveres OHER, SPECITY wrvvveneeverirenieiae, i
.......... buy food

V.  Occupation of Women
39.) Whi.h of the following activities did you carry out yesterday? (READ BELOW)

.......... cooking sseeeneees Washing clothes
.......... caring for the children eeneeenene tBIKiNG with other women
.......... sweeping the house
40.) Tell me how many hours you spent yesterday on those activities.
.......... cooking ceeunenrss Washing clothes
.......... caring for the children seseenenne talking with other women
.......... sweeping the house
(ASK. Q. 41 ONLY IF YOU KNOW THERE IS A RADIO ON THE ISLAND.)
41.) Do you listen to the radio regularly? YES* NC
*41a.) How many times did you listen to the radio vesterday? ..........e...
42.) Which of the following activities did you carry out in the past month? (READ BELOW)
.......... growing crops cssseneees MAt weaving
.......... gathering firewood seessenne. COIT FOPE Making
.......... drying fish ssrenenars Collecting shells
.......... cadjan making
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43.) Of those activities, which did you carry out in the past week?

.......... growing crops eessnneess Mat weaving
.......... gathering firewood ceseneenes COIF rope making
.......... drying fish cenennenns COllECting shells
.......... cadjan making
43a.) Tell me how many days you spent in the past week carrying out those activities.
.......... growing crops reeennnns MMAt weaving
.......... gathering firewood eresnness COIF FOP2 Making
.......... drying fish seuneenens COMlecting shells
.......... cadjun making

44.) Do you teach your children to read and write?
*44a,) Who does?

.......... schoolteacher 1ereeneens grandmother
.......... husband «eeseennn. tUtor or instructor
.......... grandfather cersnnsens OhEr, SPECITY Luvveviviiiinenrcrinensinnns

45.} Do you know how to sew (on a sewing machine)?
*45a.} Who taught you?

.......... mother cerenenees friend
.......... father vereenen, tailor
.......... other relatives verieneess OhEL, SPECITY ivvveririiiiinneenneecannies

46.) Do you know how to prepare herbal medicines?
*46a.) Who taught you?

.......... mother eeeeenesns friend
.......... father «eeenennns JOCaI doctor
.......... other relatives cresvennee OLHEL, SPECITY Luvveriiirinienecssneerseorns

47.) Do you know how to deliver babies?
*47a.) Who taught you?

creeeens mother . midwife
.......... relative seeneennns friend
.......... nurse

48.) Do you know how to use charms? (fandhita)
*48a.) Who taught you?

.......... mother vereeenses Triend
.......... father oo fandhita verin
.......... other relatives

49.) Is there anything that you would like to know how to do, that you can‘t do now?

VIi. Income/Work Possibilities
50.) Do v ,u think women should have more opportunities to earn money?
**60a.) Why not?

.......... woman should care for family rather than earn money
.......... woman doesn’t have time after family duties

.......... other, specify
*60b.) If so, what are the activities you can think of that would allow women to earn more

money?
60c.) (ASK ONLY IF MORE THAN ONE RESPONSE GIVEN TO 60b.} If you had the
opportunity to carry out those activities, which one would you select?
51.) If you waere able to earn mere money, how would you use it? (RANK ORDER OF CHOICES
ON DOTTED LINE.)

.......... buy better food ceeereeres DUY watch or radio

.......... repair or improve house wreeneees USE for children’s education
.......... medical treatment veenrennes OhEr, SPECITY covinnniciivinernriiannaes
.......... put into savings
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52.) Would you be willing to spend a short time at a training center to learn a new skill?
®52a.) Would you be able 1o trave! to another island for the training?

Vil. Health and Nutrition
63.) What did you eat for lunch yesterday?

.......... curry & rice cereeeerss Plantain

.......... fish soup & rice esnensenss KANAU

.......... breadfruit crennenes SWEEL pOtato .

.......... screwpine csvererses OUhEL, SPECIFY wuvvvenreniicenreirsnn,

.......... taro
54.) What did you eat for dinner yesterday?

.......... curry & rice coreeenens Plantain

.......... fish soup & rice ienennes kandu

.......... breadfruit eeeenses SWEEL potato

.......... screwpine cesennnn Other, SPeCify ..ovvevreverviviieii

.......... taro

55.) Did you eat any fruit yesterday?
*55a.) Tell me what you ate.

.......... banana «rneeenns YOUNG cOCONUL
.......... oapaya seinieners Oher, SPECITY wvvvuerrevriciiiieenn,
.......... mango

56.) Does your family get enough food to eat?
57.} Are you satisfied with the food you eat or do you wish you could have other varieties of food?

............ satisfied cernnne. dON‘t know

............ wish other varieties, which ones?
58.) In your opinion, what are the common diseases found on this island?

.......... diarrhea cienens, filaria

.......... diarrhea & vomiting veenrene. fEProsy

.......... skin disease eresenanss OthET, SPECITY ovovvviincirreran,

.......... fever

58.) Was anyone in your family sick last month?
*69a.) What was the sickness?

.......... diarrhea wonsenns filaria
.......... diarrhea & vomiting verennenns lEProsy
.......... skin disease cesieene OheEr, SPECIY vvvvveireecrerieeirinn,
.......... fever

58b.} What treatment did the person receive?
.......... fandhita (explain) «eeeeenes health center treatment (explain)
.......... native medicine (explain) eweeeeenes Other (explain)

VIHl. Problem Identification
60.) In your opinion, what are the main problems affecting your life on this island?
(RANK ORDER OF CHOICE ON DOTTED LINES.)

.......... disease eveeenens lack of firewood

.......... saline water ereenenees POOT harbor

.......... poor sewage disposal cenesnnnns 13CK OF chools

.......... crowded conditions coreeennes POOT fishing

.......... lack of locally grown food SRRONY s LA LI Yo Tolol 1 VR
.......... lack of land for cuitivation
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61.)

62.)

63.)

67.)

IX.
68.)

What are the main problems in your family? (DISCUSS PROBLEMS IN ORDER TO SELECT
APPROPRIATE CATEGORIES.)

.......... living with in-laws or parents ceveneeens NO enough money

.......... misbehaving children seneeneens UNSatisfactory housing conditions

.......... too many children ceeneenes Other, SPeCify .oovvieiniiveccrerieneennnan,

.......... employment shortage
Do vou ever talk to other women about your married life? YES* NO
*62a.) Are these women friends, relatives, midwives, or what?

.......... friends veeneeene. Midwives

.......... relatives cennneenes OhEr, SPECITY coovvvinviiiiicreeecnenes
If you have a problem, whom do you go to for advice?

.......... island chief «veneeene local doctor

.......... relatives ceeeennne. friend

.......... parents «eenneees fandhita veria

.......... mudim corennnnes Midwife

eesrrn... teacher other, SPecify .......ocvevvieevevererennne

.......... judge

What kind of life do you hope that your daughter will hav: when she grows up?

What kind of life do you hope that your son will have when he grows up?

Is there any woman that you know who could be considered a leader on your island? YES*" NO
*66a.) Why do you consider her a leader?

.......... educated «eeerene. goOd personality
.......... religious SRR o (4 [T G0 oT-Tod | 1Y AR
.......... wife of important or rich man

In your opinion, who is responsible for the development of this island — the community,
the kateeb, the atoll chief, or the government?

.......... community teeneneses gOVErNMEnNt
.......... kateeb cerreeeens OTHEr, SPECITY Louviievieivirnerecenesnes
.......... atoll chief

67a.) What do you think should be done?

Simple Literacy Test
Please read a part of this newspaper.

.......... not able essseeesns VETY good
.......... poor esesaneees 100 shy to read
.......... satisfactory
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ISLAND RESOURCE QUESTIONNAIRE

Atoll:

Island:

Istand chief:

. Rasources

1.} Whatis the population of your island? ........cccevvveeecvnesseossesns
1a.) How many females? ......c.ccceeereernnenne
1b.) How meny males? .......ceeuvvvvenenne,

2.} How many mosques are on your island? ..........cccoveennvenn.
2a.} How many tor men? ........c.cveereeee.
2b.) How many for women? .......cccceveverirennnns

3.} How many schools are on your island? ....
3a.) makthab .........cccocevvvvviiinnnnn,
3b.) Kkiavaage ...........cccceevreerrriennnns

3c.) madhrasaa ........c..ccevveeeveeeenns
4) Are there any shops?

*4a.) How many? .......ccccovvmviennne.
5.} Isthere a health center?
6.) {s there a family health worker?
7.} Isthere a midwife?

B78.) HOW MANY? et ires e eres s ersssessrebsbissessss snsesssssassonssssnessasssssesssssssesens
8.) How many of the following boats are fror your island?
.......... mechanised dhonis vereeeenes DAtHtheEl]
.......... masd s cerrennees Other, SPECITY .ooivvviirnicrenrinnenes

9.) Is the harbor here considered good, satisfactory or poor?

.......... good rreeenness POOT
.......... satisfactory
08.]  WHY? oot cvirectrenesetrisite e rae e seasessssrenesiresassnasstesaasarasssessasstassnssasssasernesraanes
10.) Which of the following fruit trees are on your island?
.......... coconut, how many? ............ <eeeneees. MaNgo, how many? ............
.......... banana, how many? .............. vereennes Papaya, how many? ...........
.......... breadfruit, how many? .............

11.) What crops are grown on your island?

12.) What vegetables can be found on your island?

13.) When are the best times of vear for fishing?

14.) In the last season, was the fishing better than usual, worse than usual, or about the
same as usual?

.......... better than usual teerereens ADOUL the same
.......... worse than usual
15.) Does your island have electricity?
®15a.) What is the capacity of the GENeratoris)? .........ovevrerirrnrnsnsssesmsnssnsseessensases
16.) Are there any facilities for storing rainwater?
®16a.) HOW MaNy? ....cccocevieveveveirernnrerneessnsenes eeererierrerere st e b e R s e st s b s et Rsaasas
17.) From where do people get their well water for drinking?
.......... mosque {¥..........) <weeuneees household wells (#..........)
.......... community well of any type (#..........)

18.) Are shells collected from this island?
19.} Is mat-weaving done on your island?
**i9a.) Why not?
20.) Does your island have any radios?
*204.) Is the reception from Malé considered

.......... good weeeennse SBLisfaCtOry ceessnes POOT
20b.) When can you receive Radio Maldives?

YES*

YES
YES
YES*

YES*

YES*

YES
YES

YES*

NO

NO

NO
NO**

NO



.......... morning weenenns 8fternoon crineeees GYENING
21.) What are the special features of your island? (for example: vegetation, historic site,
unusual geographic feature, personality of inhabitants, etc.)

Il.  Administration
22.) What are your main duties as island chief?
23.) Are there any organizations on your island?

*23a.) What ones are SOlely fOr MEN? .........ovvioiccrcertseeeesses e oo
23b.) What ones are SOlely fOr WOMEN? ...cc..vuvvncerverscmeresssoos oo oooees oo

24.) How much land can a person get for a house on your island? ..............co.coooov...
25.) (ASK ONLY IF THERE iS CROP CULTIVATION ON THE ISLAND.) How much

'and per person is allotted for cultivation on Your island? .........coevvveeuerevnveeennn

25a.) What is the total number of people who have land allotted to them? ............................
26.) Does anybody from this island cultivate on any other islands?

*26a.) How much iand Per person is allotted? ...........cccuviuiuercnrees s
26b.) What is the total number of peaple from your istand who have land on another

island aflotted to them for CUltiVAtion? .............occovvvmersssseo
27.) How often do people from your island usually visit other islands?

.......... daily «evnenes Mmonthly

.......... weekly
28.) How often is your island visited by other people?

veeenen. Weekly
29.) How often do boats travel from your island 10 Male? .........cc.occcomrerovinomies,
30.) On the average, how many people travel on a boat from your island to Male? ................o......

31.) How many registered residents of vour island live in Male? ..........co...cooovvevovvon,
32.) Are there any people on your island who can be categorized as

a.) destitute, b.) mentally unfit, or c.) physically handicapped?

*32a.) Please list them by category, name, age and address.

category name age address

33.) What was the most recent step taken in the development of sports on your island?
33a.) When was it? ..o,
34.) What is the most popular sport on your island? ,.......

35.) What sports equipment is available on your island?

HI.  Occupations on island
36.) What are the major occupations of men on your island?

37.) Are there any men with special or unique skills?
*37a.) What are their skills?

38.) What are the major occupations of wormen on your island?
Are there any women with special or unique skills?
*39a.) What are their skills?

40.) Which of the following do you have on your island?

.......... tandhita veria (#..........)
.......... local doctors (#..........)
.......... performers of circumcisions (#..........)

V. Problems
41.) What are the main problems tacing people on your island?
42.) How do you think those proble- - fnight be solved?

Interviewer:
Date:

Time:

YES'

YES*

YES*

YES*

YES®

NO

NO

NO

NO

NO
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TABLES DERIVED FROM
WOMEN'S QUESTIONNAIRE

L3 ” & ” *
J-_-gp;,_‘aq -,.’ 141 =_,'-..¢.r) J,;‘;-;’:’ o2 2

2.) Size of Respondent Households, in Percentages

P ain—rvd
P Number of occupants? eer oy
~5 ¥ Jdalru ”’ I in household ' Percentage
I. ROUSEHOLD COMPOSITION 1 1.04
.2 3.13
3 7.1
A R 1 4 11.25
1.) Age by Number of Respondents 5 17.29
6 13.96
7 14.38
;:: ;;S lrr’ r}’l':;'."" E?" "—‘I}f 8 10.83
Age Number of Respondents Percentage 9 7.71
2024 70 14.58 :? g.gg
25-29 67 13.96 12 ; '66
30-34 84 17.50 13 1 .25
35--39 60 12.50 1 4.42
4044 70 14,58 154 1 .25
45-49 ° 60 12,59 .
80 and - 334 69 14.38 100.00
sbove e
480 100.00
Total number of occupants: 3128 35543 S2DE3. ailewo ik
Yincludes respondent SiE3e SeRRly FRRliRA MRS

b a4 o o ILEA] »rc | LI W
SRBOS A PST L PIP PSSP S A YA

3.) Relationship ot Occupants to Respondent, in Percentages

’ > -

PacrP L., Ge c.e ¢
FeAar)s //fr,' Drrayere’

3Py
-« -y ” ’
"”;"" ,,, ’,‘,‘r;’.-.—a ,u-J,—l).-
Occupants Respondents living with spouse,
254 sirnf children, parents, etc.
Relationship Number Percantage Nu?ni)er Porc’ca;t’ége1 233
Respondent 480 15.35 - - Py rriEe
Spouse 360 11.51 360 75.00 IS PrI
Children 1671 53.42 451 93.96 e
Parents 62 1.98 46 9.58 S iae.:
Siblings 116 an 55 11.46 03 53 es mrrey, s OV
in-laws 140 447 87 18.13 T RIS T I P g
Others2 299 9.56 115 23.96 pev i e in
Al relations 3128 100.00 FpRAT
A4 LeL23 e ¥
»"v;‘ SAa>. ‘I;’/
P30 L555550 FIsRe S2igErSes;sil R
1N = 480 for each percentage.

33y FaiAS gz e RReh IRl BaipdiRIN 2Rani32820.2 APRe SRS E3F 325 0 22T L2350 USRI lias Firaize 37F2p280 R

2The “Other'’ category is made up primarily by the children of siblings and of in-laws and

stepchildren.
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4.)  Reistionship of Occupants to Respondents by Age and Marital Status, in Percentages J
b P25 Y .‘:17 .

33,52 Relationship PIE N p2ifiisars: .
Merital status & 223202 F2a58 22 Rz 234555 Fas W P 222 Bpazi g rnpen
age of occupants All occupants Respondent Spouss Children Parents Siblings In-laws Other
Married %37 1

All ages ;2332 52 38.27 86.25 100.00 13.70 61.29 29.31 57.14 14.05
0-9 - - - - - - - -
10-19 6.26 - - 17.47 - 32.25 25.00 9.52
20-29 26.40 31.64 8.89 37.99 - 4412 38.75 47.62
30-39 27.99 31.40 26.94 37.55 2,63 5.88 13.75 19.05
4049 21.22 26.33 30.28 5.24 28.95 14.7 3.75 11.091
50+ 17.21 10.63 32.22 1.31 65.79 2.94 16.25 9.62
Not stated 222 2252556 0.92 - 1.67 0.44 2.63 0.00 2.50 2,38
100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
(N=1197) (N=414) (N=360) (N=229) (N=38) (N=34) (N=80) (N=42)
Not Married 27
All ages 52232 b4 61.73 13.75 - 86.30 38.71 70.69 42.86 85.95
0-9 53.03 - - 57.23 - 25.62 13.33 65.76
10-19 33.61 - - 37.24 -~ 46.34 46.67 17.90
20-29 5.33 9.09 - 4.30 - 15.85 13.33 5.45
30-39 1.76 21.21 - 0.49 0.00 1.22 5.00 3.50
4049 1.92 31.82 - - 25.00 3.66 3.33 1.95
80+ 3.52 37.88 - — 75.00 4.88 18.33 3.89
Not stated 22222 255.5 0.83 - - 0.69 0.00 244 0.00 1.56
100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
(N=1931) (N=66) (N=1442) (N=24) (N=82) (N=60)} (N=257)
100.00 100.00 100.C0 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
(N=3128) (N=480) (N=360) (N=1671) (N=62) (N=116) (N=140} (N=299)
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1l. CHILDREN

>par> » 0 adrrae »
5

o EE/:»L;)" ‘},U};;;/-;,—) o RRE s RER AR
5.) Respondents classified by Children, in Percentages

’.‘:'._f’lf ;'4::’;34 ;{z_.!f'}l,’.’
A. Children born alive B. Children Living
b3i 33g2 LE2s] 554 3240 sy
Number of children Psrcentage Number of children Percentage
0 292 0 3.33
1 2.29 1 8.12
2 8.13 2 15.63
3 1042 3 16.83
4 10.21 4 18.96
5 13.75 5 14,58
6 13.95 8 11.04
7 11.04 7 5.63
8 11.25 8 4.58
9 8.75 9 1.67
10+ 7.29 10+ .63
100.00 100.00
(N=480) {N=480)

F333 piRdy pi pRlhep fBRAN Sdp Ayl SRSt IR 2IAE53 6

6.) Average Number of Children Born, Living, and Preferred by Age of Respondents

JP3eR3d Ppish, Sid @332 32ples 255338 Ipgt Pa2sty
5 Average number of Avorage number of Average number of
Age children born children living children pnfornd‘
All ages 5.73 3.99 3.38
20~-24 2.57 2.20 3.356
25--29 5.06 3.87 3.17
30-34 5.87 4.52 3.83
35-39 737 5.40 3.56
4044 7.00 443 3.24
45—49 662 432 3.56
50+ 6.90 3.36 3.24

"t .m » Cos e, 20, P
T$33ppia gt 3 IRR2ENS30 22212z 452243 Sae pas

tQuestion read: “In your opinion, what is the bost number of chiidren for a8 woman to
bring up?*’
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7.)  Sex Preference of Children? by +ige of Respondents, in Percentages

“#4 Friy e Py =2l 257827 235;

ver At bt ¥ 35301 Prpd o siii .

s32 More More Equal Doesn't Not e
%o.:, ., 0ns daughters number matter stated Totsl

2\!1 ages 28.33 2167 36.46 12.08 1.46 100.00 (N=480)
20-24 25.72 1714 47.14 10.00 0.00 100.00 {N=70)
26-29 2836 17.91 34.33 17.91 1.49 100.00 (N=67)
30-34 29.76 23.81 32.14 9.63 4.76 100.00 (N=84)
35-39 25.00 2167 40.00 13.33 0.00 100.00 (N=60)
4044 28.57 27.14 31.43 11.43 1.43 100.00 (N=70)
45—-49 35.00 20.00 36.67 8.33 0.00 100.C0 (N=60)
50+ 26.09 23.19 34.78 14.49 1.45 100.00 {N=69)

T YRRy RINIRE0I2 V3202033 ViRl Biny Aky 3Bsle aittzad piliz 3522 2pa 1

1Question read: "'In your opinion, is it better for a family to have more sons or more
daughters or doesn’t it matter?"’

P 1) A P T Ty 3 J.'.,:’ 5.2 324534, Py )'-'-v:’ }},;5 oot 8
F2
8.} Respondents clussified sccording to Current and Preferred Sex Patterns of their
Chiidren, in Percentages

re ' 931538, 1
PP 332 ixg2
Sex patterns Current Praterred! ¥ iskg
More sons 39.37 28.33 2ips 253
More daughters 36.46 21.67 3335 BpFs
Equal number 2042 36.46 25512
Doesn't matter - 12.08 MK
No children 3.33 0.00 Sp22gt
Not stated 042 1.46 220208 Spiyh
100.00 100.00
(N=480) {N=480)

SIS
IS I T
Un general, girls were preferred because they were felt to be more obedient, more helpful
around the house, and more likely to stay close to their parents and look after them. Boys
were preferred because they were felt to be able to do many different kinds of work, and,

presumably, therufore provide for the family.

T d »
223 JRZg ARRE B 333002550 253, 0t 9

8.)  Artitudes of Respondents toward Family Planning

P
Attitudes Percentsge 27
Have considered not BT
having sdditiona! 6.46 2533 2
children
Have tried to control s soss nom ot
their number of 3.33 et dd ;;;:Z’
children s

(N=480)
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10.} Aversge Number of Living Children per 100 Live Births by Age of Respondents

2., 8404 40 » 20 o> tom o » .s223
P 5 l’.fﬂ e g2rs pes 100 LT IPLISL LIy FAYTIATOL

o o it
—~ 5 5 283 2
All regions Seen
1 excluding and

582 IEE T Seenand Fua 1200550 233500 8 nais0e
Age All regions?  FuaMulaku Mulaku? Region A Region B  Region C
All ages 69.80 67.98 79.15 68.17 66.05 76.96
20-24 85.56 83.77 96.15 87.65 80.85 86.53
25--29 76.40 72.93 89.04 73.45 75.00 81.58
30-34 77.08 73.60 88.14 72.48 72.32 86.50
35-39 73.30 72.43 81.40 71.55 70.49 81.05
4044 63.27 65.17 54.55 71.19 59.85 51.64
4549 65.24 63.86 82.76 59.89 67.05 78.72
50+ 57.00 53.25 75.36 54.69 40.30 77.38

PV S PPPs

1Region A: Haa-Alif, Haa-Dhaal, Shaviyani, Noon, Raa, Baa, and Laviyani Atolis {North)

»a. .
223045 p s s ta :l;:;;t "
3

Region B: Alif, Meem, Dhaal, Thaa, and Laam Atolls (Central)

[P § 74 112 NN

‘egion C: Gaat-Alif, Gaaf-Dhaal, Gnaviyani (Fua Mulaku), and Se:n Atolls {South)

OFostnst 300205 FEGFw Bpue3 247 2o .53 2,2 IFgliadl 4135504555 1T 2, 1250 2
-~ 3 e - - Pl 440 3
¢ W I LS YRR 51 TV H I L PV TS S YT WP PIPY Y AR TR 33 )

2The island of Fua Mulaku together with the islands of Seen were studied separately from
all other islands to determine the effect on live births of the British Royal Air Force hospital
on Gan island in Seen Atoll, operated from 1959 to 1976. Fua Mulak: was the only island
outside of Seen Atol! that was close enough to have reasonable access.

2. %2 erer 4 Lres8 , car Pras e
}‘M IP’/‘A 2 ’/-ﬁ_},l 1 l’/"’l'”’—' '11

11.}  Aspirations of Respondents for their Daughters and Sons‘, in Percentages

)37 34 Py
5703 L& ¥izis;e
Aspirstions Daughters Sons
Have an education 44 .58 4562 I TV
Have a satistactory or 26.88 1646 22,2352, #532 238335
happy life
Have & rich life 9.79 8.96 PRI PP H
Specified occupation 4.58 1666  pi2aiiszi g 2,160
Earn their own living 2n 2.92 220 2532, 52,5
Whatever the child chooses 1.46 0.1 ISR 2.0
Other 292 1.25 530828
Not stated 7.08 792 PP szgs
100.00 100.00
{N=480) (N=480)

I3320g F55RT BTS00 338 pIRED  ZINIEpE gy /32 33632 pistd
1Question read: “What kind of fife do you hope that your daughter/son will have when
she/he grows up?'’
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IN. FAMILY RESPONSI!BILITIES

R e TR TR A RA ST S N TTTY T RD)
12,) Household Activities of Respondents by Hours Spant Daily, in Percentegos

1537
Y P »opl 252,38
Hours spent daily Cooking Swesping Washing ciothes

Not engaged P 13.13 17.50 22,08
1 or less S 33.54 60.41 52.92
2 22.29 13.75 15.83

3 14.58 208 2.50

4 6.67 0.21 0.21

5 0.63 0.21 0.1
Above 5 F1 55355 3.75 042 0.00
Not stated 222282 215.5 541 5.21 6.256
100.00 100.00 100.00

(N=480) (N=480) {N=480)

Pipialipd FABEL 322 s prinuszi; siin PPIL e 2iFARLL 220 2aep 3p2 irtisl

iyt yfest p22e3e 2 3RRE a2
The respondents were also asked how many hours they spent daily caring for children,
and the large majority of answers were “‘al! the time."'

13.}) Hours of Housework Daily per Respondent, in Parcentages
£EA s
Number of Hours
27 2355
254 FerEAE
4 b lor Not e
Nil loss 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ statod Total

Age
All ages 5.42 5.79 13.75 16.04 13.54 11.46 1041 2N 4.38 3.33 6.46 7.71  100.00 (N=450)

5.1 2.86 18.57 12.86 15.71 8.57 1286 5N 0.00 4.29 2.86 10.00  100.00 (N=70)
1.49 448 19.40 17.91 11.94 13.43 1194 299 1.49 448 597 4.48 100.00 (N=67)
4.76 7.14 11.91% 16.67 16.48 11.91 4.76  0.00 8.33 1.19 9.62 8.33  100.00 (N=84)
5.00 667 5.00 13.33 10.00 16.67 15.00 1.67 6.67 3.33 8.33 8.33  100.00 (N=60}
4.29 0.00 18.57 15.71 17.14 11.43 1143 143 6.71 2.86 4.29 7.14  100.00 (N=70)
1.67 832 1167 16.67 11.67 8.32 667 6.67 6.67 6.67 11.67 3.33  100.00 (N=60)
14.49 435 10.15 18.84 11.569 10.15 1169 149 1.49 1.49 2.90 11,59  100.00 (N=69)
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15.39% of the respondents mentioned that their children were too young to contribute.

FpEApf Bpiiyi BIp0 AL RS0 20000 N4
14.) Respondent’s Opinion concerming Family Members Involved in the Upbringing of Children
2833 35,8
Family memb
r§3 74
gy ,
Py 1 25 o 4
Arsas of €3ps8) Mother snd 3350 233302
invoivernent of Respondent J28 father 32,294 Not 3] 222
famnily member {mother) Father together Other  stated Total 3.5
Greatast influence 3833 16.88 3an 9.16 252 100.00 L S I P
on children {N=480) ‘222,20
Primary responsi- 49.17 12.29 2667 729 458 10000 2, izt
bility for children {N=480} 854,225
Decision-making 41.81 15.08 31.68 8.84 259 100.00 358 24t
sbout children’s (N=480)  jiees 2399
education 1933482 24
;‘.'l.!/—'v,! 2R AN Sy w'-,-‘d FARS ] ,-M.g‘;,«;);l‘v;'f.;; L+ RORT
15.) Contribution of Children to Family in percentage of Respondents with Children
eer g
Naturs of contribution Percentage ':;:}[:
Nilt 44.18 a1
At least one contribution 55.82 FRed L33 Zogze 3335800
100.00
(N=464)2
sweeping 33.41 20
cooking 3zn FLa
washing clothes 27.16 EY ¥ o]
looking after 26.94 2L Apllis
other children
contributing money 26.08
fishing 17.89
farming 9.05
other 5.39

WPPinse aiSi223 332 gi mb giagesl 30 BZERLLIIEI 3.,002R0 T
2N=464 for each percentage figured below.
B, rBe e, 890 MIbrec ssn s-c0a Poececes & ONS e Sacned eicz @ 16
CAFLII L APFIF L pIVASIJYA  PPAYSNSE AL S I n S s s AL m e A
X {Zaiac’]
16.}  Femily Responsibilities and Decisions by Family Members, in Percentages
e 222,
Responsibilities o Decisions
. . S35 7072
oo F ZX% 44 2rFor2e . ise 1088
2 ; vasres R A #
Y 237025 2385020 Frese Birgsi
Family Procuring food Caring for sick  How husband’'s  Sale & purchase
member and other items  snd elderly sarnings are spent of property
D233
: (;;lj
Respondent 958 33.33 28.99 23.23
(wife)
154
Husbend 68.96 45.21 24.88 31.86
£2002
21322204
Wife snd 2.29 2.50 36.47 34.17
husbend together
i
Other 18.96 16.25 241 1.67
b323 3]
Not stated 0.21 2.1 7.25 9.17
100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
(N=480) (N=480) (N=414) {N=480)
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IV EDUCATION AND LITERACY

AERIAR '/:: /:;;*:‘f 3232 a7
17.) Schoaling by Age
YIESiseA, 755 ke 2 : SIRp52 AiS32E535, 1.,
Attendance ‘Type of Institution? Years of Attendance2. 4
Py ir
Fegirs 2 Apt Py Si5vs 25505
Piyrs Siky r32 Ler g . 2223 222224
282 Attended an Not »re =~ 252 3Ry N%t¢ Not L
\esps s, IMttution  attended  Total!  Madhuressa  Mikthab  Kisvasge  steted  1-5 6-7 8+  stted
Alages = 8354 11,46 100.00 52.92 5.41 27.711 250  63.54 854 1313 333
20-24 95.72 4.28 100.00 60.00 10.00 22.86 2.86 68.57 8.57 1429 4.29
25-29 95.52 4.48 100.00 73.13 7.47 13.43 1.49 61.19 20.90 11.94 1.49
30-34 9167 8.33 100.00 66.67 4.76 20.24 0.00 71.43 3.57 1548  1.19
35-39 96.67 3.33 100.00 70.00 3.33 16.67 6.67 63.33 11.67 16.00  6.67
40—44 82.85 17.14 100.00 48.57 4.29 27.14 2.86 §8.57 8.57 1000 572
4549 83.33 16.67 100.00 35.00 3.33 41.67 3.33 65.00 3.33 1167 333
50+ 73.91 26.09 100.00 14.49 435 53.62 1.45 65.07 4.35 13.04 1.45
FPRpLiy SFpJALPES 25 Liip Py 4P 4o 10 4o 4 .ar .10 WO 98l J5d she FISIPRE 2ib b piyt 25080804

) 25
TN = Number of respondents in each age category: 480, 70,67, 84, 60, 70, 60, 69 respectively
3

$isse il:2gF l2333) i 3a325 222

23558308 322223 IR 23AINII) BRI pilsas,e 13024 siRaa pie plREY 2Nl gEsn

Pz lq il IP25 Ba32-Tegilinl 23822 22
2Each percentage is based on the number of respondents in the respective age categories. The figures for tyne of institution and years of attendanc
for each catvgory add up to the percentage of those who attended an institution in that category.

3See page 13 for description of institution.
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18.} Literascy by Age, in Percentages

323555 sheip 3

2is8ip2y? 252} 338.4,

!.itcncy" Literates’ ability to read3
28 FXTY HI D FRIFPapay 5t 3i32%5 £o2d ]
Age Literate Not-literate Total? Very good Satisfactory Poor
3832 2.2
All ages 61.67 28.33 100.00 7.50 33.54 2063
20-24 81.43 18.57 100.00 10.00 47.14 24,29
25-29 85.08 1492 100.00 20.90 47.76 16.42
30-34 63.09 36.91 100.00 11.90 28.57 22,62
35-39 73.33 26.67 100.00 5.00 4167 26.66
4044 57.14 42.86 100.00 0.00 32.85 24.29
45--49 35.00 65.00 100.00 1.67 20.00 13.33
50+ 34.78 65.22 100.00 1.45 17.39 15.94

-,
1Literacy was tested by asking respondents to read a section of a newspaper. The interview-
ers then decided in which category to place each respondent.

as sor . sen B3¢ 2045 Wi 80500 00,
HI a2 47 ko - Jo .60 -8 1 6] V0 . O JTIAPARICE FIrrrre FASS 2 aer

2N=Number of respondents in each age catego-y: 480, 70,67, 84, 60, 70, 60, 69 respective-
ly.

ss8m P - -
SIBRI23i228 (DR LBALRNY (2BRIBZID BHIL aikia0 320 sded PO WL L e T L)
I VR PRS- R T Y S T PP T P L2535 057 83086320 1

3Each percentage is based on the number of respondents in the respective age category,
and the various figures for each age category add up to the percentage of literates in that
category.
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19.} Persons Involved in Teaching Children to Read and Writs, in Percentage of aspon-

dents
&g u] >3
Person Percentage —
Respondent alone 20.62 £eily 2322
Respondent in combination with: 1232 55 23525800
schoolteacher 17.91 plsl 2533
tutor or kiavaage instructor 8.54 PasPlL s32 3822
child’s gr=ndparent 1.25 2> 25252 rgt
husband 167 1997,
other 42 P
any two of the above 3.55 Fledlaps =aispl iz 3oips
33.34
Schootteacher alone 16.04 Rabiec s 4'-:':5»’:':
Tutor or kiavasge instructor alone 10.62 253820204 P52 SSh2S
Teacher and tutor combined 1.67 Terincyrod pAvienss
Child’s grandparent alone 2.08 35255 -‘:“:“-’
Husband alone 63 :’:‘ ’.:v"-.
Other alone 83 ERL NP Y I
No one 2.91 -~
Not applicable’ 10.42 SAz332532.1
Not stated 1.04 PIRRRL Vi
100.00
(N=480)

FRRlpmript Faidpl #pFI L1253 53Ry BRALEY 232 2AR52L grris2ad
TMade up of those whose children are too young or too old to be taught reading and writing

as well as those without children.

2 Ame e . GRS ed0ssss. - o [ s 20
J':‘(f/"-‘/) PIPIE foPrA g ' ’/’)”,h))l—‘ .

20.) Radio Limaning1 of Respondents, in Percentages

oHe -
eer—nr;

$25p222832G,3
Category of listeners Percentage T btk
Non-listeners 78.75 St
Listeners 21.25 $3p25%
100.00
(N=480)
2 P3Py 321232234 05332
daily frequency z i
once 4.73 %534
twice 65.67 i
thrice 9.79 2re
21.25

sa 02, 30, Yot 0qar., 4z 328 39590,
pAp F3tplins it 24323 SIS L 3P0 228200 PrrIH

1Everv island on which interviews took place had at least ons radio.

1Y

3

¥
L]

4
BAEFISHS Pe3t c2zrp 2350 24385 2

2Radio Maldives brosdcasts from Maelg thres times o day.
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V. MARRIAGE PATTERNS

Frd8Aety IRipSa ARG AR )

21.) Murital Status of Respondents, in Percentages

Y IIO% )
Marital Status Percantage 0235300
Married 86.25 2
Not married! 13.75 Sz 1

100.00

{N=480)

ferom LEEK] . s P ae » < »re
CPajre  ACrpav Larpe Iy 75 4:‘4_-!-,0;-”4;1

1Al those not presently married have been married in the past.

® & » 4 s a3 D¢2Ie0 > 225 > € s
FRARE S 0= ) S/ STORYPI= pda SHAL LRAY DS 3 .22

22.) Age at First Marriage, in Percentage of Respondents

DS
Age at First Marriage Percentage 233 5Rap0 pial
14 and under 17.92 AL Ak A
15 33.54 15
16 16.67 16
17 12.50 17
18 9.58 18
19 1.46 19
20 3.54 20
Above 20 250 rif2zi 20
Not stated 2.29- srrman 283243

100.00

(N=480)
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23.}) Number of Times Married by Age of Respondents, in Percentages eery ot '4"'" it L ettt .
25n irbal
Age Number of times married 22
>3
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13+ Total
All ages 15.83 19.79 19.38 13.33 8.13 7.7 7.29 1.88 1.67 1.46 0.83 0.84 1.86 100.00 (N=480) 32322 22
20-24 24.29 30.00 15.71 5.71 23s 4.29 0.00 0.00 143 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 (N=80) 20'_—;,4
25-29 2238 -2238 20.80 8.96 11.94 10.45 299 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 (N=67) 25-29
30-34 1191 2738 13.10 13.10 10.71 833 8.33 1.19 238 0.00 1.19 0.00 2.19 100.00 (N=84) 30-34
35-39 1333 15.00 23.33 13233 667 1167 10.00 3.33 0.00 0.00 167 167 0.00 100.00 {N=60) 35-139
4044 17.14 12.86 18.57 14.28 7.14 8.57 5.71 4.29 143 2.86 143 2.86 2.86 100.00 (N=70) 40—44
4549 5.00 1166 2833 1833 5.00 £ 66 10.00 167 5.00 1.67 1.67 0.00 5.01 100.00 (N=60) 45-49
50+ 1594 15.94 1884 0.4 8.70 5.80 10.14 2.90 290 435 0.00 1.45 290 100.00 (N=69) 50+

® O o a - drrader Ed - >
Eapal' £ Lo o 9 IRV VL] b 1 r,tu-/v,

4

24.) Number of Differsnt Spouses by Age of Respondents, in Percantages

r. . <o L
A AR FYP O Al

Ags Number of different spouses #34
>34
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10+ Total
All ages 30.21 3042 2293 8.75 293 2.29 1.04 0.62 041 0.40 100.00 (N=480) $3332 2.2
20-24 40.00 37.14 15.71 4.29 143 143 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 (N=70) 20-24
25--29 41.79 2239 23.88 1044 1.50 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 (N=67) 25—-29
30-34 30.95 32.15 25.00 7.40 238 0.00 238 0.00 0.00 0.00 160.00 (N=84) 30-34
35-39 25.00 41.67 20.00 6.66 3.33 167 0.00 0.00 1.67 0.00 100.00 (N=60) 35-39
4044 24.29 3143 27.14 7.4 2.85 4.29 143 0.0¢ 0.00 143 100.00 {(N=70) 40-44
45—49 18.33 25.00 23.33 16.67 1.67 6.67 333 5.00 0.00 0.00 100.00 (N=60) 4549

50+ 28.98 23.19 2464 10.14 7.25 2390 0.00 0.00 1.45 145 100.00 (N=69) 50+




» > &
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25.) Number of Times Married by Number of Difrerent Spouses, in Ps-cantage of Respondents

253 Vpiat
Number of times marvied

4 25 5
Numberof  225,2 32psae
differant Al 235 231
spouses marvisges 1 2 3 4l 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 Total
All spouses - 1583 1979 1938 1333 843 771 7.29 188 167 146 083 084 188 100.00 (N=480) Feise% 32
1 30.21 1583 938 500 - - - - - - - - - . = 30.21 {N=480) 1
2 30.42 - 1041 896 667 292 083 063 000 000 000 000 000 000 30.42 (N=480) 2
3 2293 - - 542 458 375 479 292 063 063 000 000 0.00 0.2 2293 (N=480) 3
4 8.75 - - - 208 104 104 229 104 (63 021 042 000 000 B.75 (N=480) 4
5 293 - - - - 042 042 125 021 000 021 000 021 021 293 (N=480) 5
6 2.29 - - - - - 063 020 000 000 104 000 042 000 2.29 {N=480) 6
7 1.04 - - - - - - 000 000 020 000 000 021 063 1.04 {N=480) 7
8 062 - - - - - - - 000 021 000 020 000 0.21 062 (N=480) 8
9 0.41 - - - - - - - - 000 0.00 021 000 020 041 (N=480) 9
10+ 0.40 - - - - - - - - - 000 000 000 040 040 (N=480} 10+
100.00
{N=480)

Por 2202280 SRS §30p00a £2253 053302 p3aisp 841 PBUATOCG LR
Vislamic law states that after three marriages to the same partner, a news partner must be married before the original partner may be married again.

Y [ X4 ae 2 »
BPPUNI] Gy PN IR IR Ll L piat AREp SR S e $A53 FPATr A SIS 26

2 H et
26.) Number of Remarrisges by First Thres Spouses Remarried, in Percantage of Respondents

-

PrAplrdeiiiey Jhpldas 30233320
Number of remarriages

Spouses e rhaf Zeie
remarried 1 2 3 a4 5+ Total  Fplaviiel
First 24.79 14.58 8.13 1.04 1.25 49,792 525}
Second 1563 7.50 354 146 042 28.553 2
Third 667 5.00 1.88 0.83 0.21 14.594 F33)

IN = 480 in each case

erered

FYeEopizty $253FpRai SRy BS3IL pIatis Peli
2Flwm represents those who have married any one husband more than once.

3Figun represents those who have married any two husbands more than once.

4Fiwrt represents those who have married any three husbands more than once.
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27.) Age Dssired for Daughter’s First Marriags by Age at First Marriage of Respondent, in Percentage cf Respondents

> - e PX XX
»assd ris :: Simrrird

Age desired for daughter’s first marriage

S _ °. 20 e, +
. 2a by 2350352
ven 1 731 £33 wllris ,:::;;;;;
Age at respondent’s rre 14 and above Not >3¢ 233 ;;_,;
first marrisge Total? under 15 16 17 18 19 20 20 stated Total T
All ages at 3},-;.3,;),:
first marriage 100.00 345 2520 4.24 5.31 21.75 1.59 15.12 822 15.12  100.00 (N=377) asealed
14 and under 18.83 4.23 25.35 2.82 5.63 2112 563 12.68 9.86 1268  100.00 (N=71) 35324
15 . 35514 4.48 3582 4.48 4.48 1567 0.75 14.18 6.71 1343  100.00 {N=134) 15
16 16.45 6.45 2258 806 968 1129  0.00 9.68 9.68 2258  100.00 (N=62) 16
17 12.20 0.00 1522 217 6.52 3696 0.00 8.70 10.87 1956  100.00 (N=46) 17
18 759 0.00 13.79 345 3.45 4138 345 17.24 690 10.34  100.00 (N=29) 18
above 18 6.37 0.00 833 4.7 0.00 1667 0.00 50.00 833 1250  100.00 (N=24) rioizin
Not stated 292 - — - - - - - - - S P ARe 22505
PR IBBIST 3350 2PR PR30 S3RLL00E RIS 335 BAREL Ty Spp BIA p5 L 33052 222053 325 23323300 2335 s pi v e ¢ ae FE233%5 5571

)‘-'rﬁ.; »rp 322733
1The figures used exclude the respondents in Haa-Alif, Haa-Dhaal, and Shaviyani Atolls due 10 interviewer misinterpretation of the question concern-
ing age desired for daughter’s first marriage.

* o% o a o+ 22> « o » -
SAQESI—S) " myAppA 43 BPLPPITIIA P ISP AL NP I’l‘ Cat s

28.) Age Desired for Daughter’s First Marriage by Current Age of Raspondent, in Percentages

24 Age desired for daughter’s first marriage Fa 20 Siiss
23 P3P "ui2rae—
14 and above Not rre
Age under 15 16 17 18 19 20 20 stated Total p22)
All ages! 345 25.20 4.24 5.31 21.75 1.59 15.12 8.22 15.12 100.00 (N=377) 523522.21
20-24 3.57 16.07 3.57 5.36 28.57 1.79 10.71 1.79 28.57 100.00 (N=56) 20-24
2529 0.00 24.49 6.12 2.04 24.49 2.04 20.41 8.17 12.24 100.00 (N=49) 2529
30-34 152 24.24 454 152 24.24 1.52 13.63 12.12 16.67 100.00 (N=66) 30-34
35-39 2.17 32.61 435 13.05 17.39 217 10.87 10.87 6.52 100.00 (N=46) 35-39
4044 5.36 25.00 3.57 3.57 17.86 1.78 17.86 5.36 19.64 100.00 (N=56) 40—44
45-49 7.41 24.07 1.85 1M1 14.82 0.00 22.22 9.26 9.26 100.00 (N=54) 4549
50+ 4.00 32.06 6.00 2.00 24.00 2.00 10.00 10.00 10.00 100.00 (N=50} 50+
2353322 Piralk 9 20 piiz a5 20
1Al ages: below 18 18and 19 20 and above

38.21 - 23.34 . 23.34
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VI. DIET AND HEALTH

o tm o e a0) 24226 3 grEcecoePrers ¥ -
TACES AN ST I TIE 350 PPE S A X ASA

29.) Type of Food1 Consumed Daily by Combined Wife and Husband IncomeZ Earned in a Month, in Percentage of Respandents

LI LT N T
S~ H/:‘J"})J o,:

Food

Fruit
None
Banana
Papaya
Mango
Coconut

Other

Lunch
Nothing
Curry & rice
Soup3 & rice
Breadfruit
Screwpine
Taro

Kandu

Other

”;. ;C £
TR rpgs;

Combined Incoms

Fa 23 2rbr5
32 } 33 25 233544
Less 25- 50- 75- 100- 125- 150- 200- 300- Not

Totsl Nil than 25 49 74 29 124 149 199 299 399 400+ stated
74.58 78.26 82.76 72.22 73.59 72.73 84.09 71.43 76.67 56.76 63.16 72.22 68.42
8.13 8.70 6.90 2.78 5.66 9.09 4.55 14.29 667 10.81 21.06 16.66 5.27
7.08 5.22 0.00 11.11 7.55 9.09 6.81 0.00 13.33 8.11 5.26 5.26 18.42
396 261 5.17 2.78 5.66 0.00 0.00 9.52 0.00 13.51 5.26 0.00 2.63
3.75 435 3.45 8.33 3.77 9.09 0.00 4.76 0.00 8.11 0.00 0.00 2.63
250 0.86 1.72 2.78 3.77 0.00 4.55 0.00 3.33 2.70 5.26 5.26 2.63
100.0C 100.00 100.00 100.00 12200 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 3$00.00 100.00 100.00
458 6.95 1.72 2.78 7.55 0.00 4.55 9.52 6.67 0.00 10.53 0.00 0.00
1562 14.78 13.80 1567 15.09 18.18 13.64 14.29 20.00 18.92 15.79 22.22 13.16
34.79 2261 25.86 47.22 24 53 0.00 45.45 57.15 43.33 48.65 42.10 66.67 34.21
17.29 20.87 25.86 1667 18.87 45.46 13.64 9.52 3.33 10.81 5.00 11.11 18.42
1.25 1.74 1.72 0.00 1.89 9.09 2.27 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
1042 19.13 15.52 2.78 15.09 0.00 2.27 0.00 6.67 8.11 10.53 0.00 5.26
4.17 5.22 6.90 555 3.77 0.00 2.27 0.00 0.00 2.70 0.00 0.00 10.53
11.88 8.70 862 8.33 13.21 27.27 15.91 9.52 20.00 10.81 15.79 0.00 18.42
100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Lasse %204 . s oc CO -
POT P AL )y r®an Iyegyp

Table continued on next page.
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Table 29 continued

< *w ‘e ..o
rAra s

Combined Income

s5F. 2 PR 25es
iz 2 Less 25. 50- 75- 100- 125- 150- 200- 300- Not ..
Food Total Nil than 25 49 74 89 124 149 199 299 399 400+  stated =z
Dinnar F22 iz
Nothing 250 6.09 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.63 Py
Curry & rice 2563 18.26 31.03 19.44 2641 3636 27.27 38.10 2333 3514 31,57 3889 15.79 2z,

Soup & rice 38.54 33.04 22.42 44.44 47.17 3636 54.55 47.62 63.33 3243 36.84 55.56 26.32 s SR027

Breadfruit 12.29 14.78 15.52 1.1 7.55 9.09 6.82 9.52 10.00 10.81 10.53 5.65 23.68 -+
Screwpine 1.46 1.74 1.72 5.56 0.00 0.00 2.27 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.63 2epL
Taro 833 1565 12.07 2.78 11.32 0.00 2.27 0.00 3.34 8.1 10.53 0.00 2.63 4
Kandu 292 435 3.45 5.6 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 13.16 1
Other 833 6.09 8.62 8.33 _ 7155 _18.19 _682 476 10.00 13.51 10.53 0.00 12.16 2ArZ oA

100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.06 100.00

{N=480) (N=115) (N=58) (N=36) (N=53) (N=11) (N=44) (N=21) (N=30) (N=37) (N=19) (N=18) (N=38)

PYTIN N - av e - . Crss Do v u» @y “ 22> ® Bu. o ® 3, P 2. - rads o .
S IRIIIZEC Sty Pl —Zr reer e faerl 2 e eires ron Al g0 TIsvas vrAe pl ¢ mres  So) z
! B ooz 2

Perpr lr 20t AT e rev =
1The type of food eaten may vary according to the season, although seasonal foods such as fish, breadfruit and kandu can be dried for out-of-season
consumption. See page 12 for description of foods.

2uss$1=MR7.50

csay, car. 22 J8877 22822 seece sIPoe.8y, O . P
Prriys gEilly gF5 I3 PIIE Pepr e pesRiASIE v 3S,2 = mpsa

3Soc.lp is always made from fish and only occasionally is curry made from a food other than fish.

o - - »

. 8y - 2 Pl ,p os - - "o
FRPIpD SFAA g3 iz RErrrepser SA22 Sap2z 257 per PR3

Only two women reported eating neither lunch nor dinnes.
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30.) Attitude toward Quantity? and Quality2 of Food by Combinad Wife and Husband
income Earned in » Month, in Percentsje of Respondents

Filzhz .30

2, 55 TR P D225 122 2, 2%
Combined income Enough food Satisfied with present type of food PRI I
All categories 51.25 39.79 {N=480) Jeo2 22
Nil 40.87 35.65 (N=115) e
less than 25 34.48 27.58 (N=58) oS
25-49 38.88 38.88  (N=36) 25-49
50-99 59.38 46.88  (N=64) 50-99
100-149 56.92 46.15 (N=65) 100—149
160199 73.33 4667  (N=30) 150-199
200-299 64.86 32.43 (N=37) 200299
300-399 73.68 5263  (N=19) 300-399
400499 66.67 33.33 (N=6) 400-~-499
500+ 83.33 5833  (N=12) 500+
Not stated 4211 39.47 {N=38) 222022 350
CELRRTINL Rp.til i 4

1Question read, ‘‘Does your family get enough food to eat?’’

ceas 0.2 rras 22 272 Craucrn Ia 4 ve w e * e
Sorps Falp NL2i25 srs Anr S LU 3.t 1% 23l P30 i 2

2Qyestion read, “Are you satisfied with the food you eat or do you wish you could have
other varieties of food?"

FAAE Fed CRApE PSSR, irak lipliliy
31.)  Sickness Experienced in Respondent's Family during Month before Interview by
Treatment Taken, Expressed in Raw Figures

P

,‘p-
Sickness
Py e
JIf. 25 PRS2 pore s2s £ FXIEFAS

Treatment Diarrhea & $kin errne
taken Diarrhea vomiting disease Fever Other PIPrLS
None 8 4 3 21 12 F 33
Charming! 7 5 1 15 6 ;_I;JJ
Local medicine! 7 3 6 17 14 =220,
Drugs? 35 30 10 132 30 Szt 2
Not stated 1 1 0 1 0 NSRS 220,5

Total 58 a3 20 186 62 »3e

Percent 12.08 8.96 417 38.75 12.91 eFui

(N=480) Cato L4

1See page 13 for description.

P3R5, PP OBBFRI0G LTSI 40 22355 2By 223 NS 2epdit s 3L2LS RESIRIpRie 2 LISk Yy
2This includes visits to the Atoll Health Center, visits from the Community Health Worker,
and the use of privately purchssed drugs.
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VIi. ECONOMIC STATUS AND RELATED ACTIVITIES
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32.) Chief Acﬁvitv‘| by Number of Working Days per Week, in Perce uqez of Respondents

TSP,

Chief activity

Numbar of days 2228 Aot Ut mrpgi ok s upn i P
par weok engaged rope making cadjan weaving farming other3 T rtiiie
Any numbtr of days 26.88 9.38 13.54 13.96 FAAE SRR
1or2 8.33 2.7 3.13 3.96 lor2
3ord 6.46 2.7 3.96 4.17 3oré4
S5o0r6 417 1.46 2.08 2.50 S50r6
daily 7.7 2.29 4.38 3.33 2l o
Not stated 0.21 0.21 0.00 0.00 3133

SRIARIENE 035 338 Firceime, — MRIaita 2

1Chiet activity ~ that single activity distinct from household duties in which the respondent
spends most of her time relative to other activities. 63.75% engaged in at least one activity,
while 36.25% do not engage in any activity. See page 12 for description of rope making and
cadjan weaving.

N = 480 for each case

se2 » -s L4 ®> .
Fircpe Sl o) ':;)-Ir— ‘-rn aisr iFA o'-—'—"rv.-a

30ther activities include gathering firewood, mat weaving, drying fish and collecting shells.
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33.) income? of Respondents Earned in One Week by Activity, in Percontages?

-‘.,‘;}.; ‘,: ;Jz'!’;) AIAAD AR fASE 200402533
Cd

55 B A3

Activity Weskly Income in Rupees R
1-9 10-19 20+

All activities 1793 7.53 65.64 2222202 22

Single activity 13.54 3.35 3.34 Tpaan poize
rope making 6.46 0.42 0.1 1713
cadjun weaving 1.46 0.42 0.00 FreiAS
farming 1.25 0.63 0.21 p33.141
other 437 1.88 2.92 3ialeg pas

Two of the above activities 2.51 3.34 1.05 L, ipiates sigd
in combination 3T g A2

More than two of the above 1.88 0.84 1.25 Fodd i22 Fi2Zer Fuied

activities in combination

“esr [ X34 g N » - 2. - L. . a
PR Zjpic ArCr e S35 P22 Aal2% 11250 A35i% plop Mipsii Fa L2y P23

133.95% of all respondents earned money. Those who earned less than one rupee in a week
(2.85%) are not included in the table.

2N = 4590 in each case.

~r® > » » s 4
Fr EOFaS IS24 LIRS paS R0, LG 0S r32r 34
. 2

34.) Income Earned in One Month by Respondent and Husband, in Percentage of Respondents

AL}
Yo
Y.

d - » L d
ropiit ER 25

Monthly income! Combined wife & hushand? Respondent only Husband only

R NN

Nil 23.96 66.25 22.46 22
Less than 25 12,08 16.25 10.39 Zipe A
25-49 7.50 8.12 7.97 25-49
50-99 13.33 5.62 14.73 50-99
100-149 13.54 167 13.53 100-149
150—199 6.25 063 7.00 150--199
200-299 7.7 0.83 7.00 200-299
300-399 3.96 0.42 3.86 300-399
400-499 1.25 0.21 1.21 400-499
500+ 2.50 0.00 2.66 500+
Not stated 792 0.21 9.19 3NAFRz
100.00 100.00 100.00
(N=480) (N=480) (N=414)
Ut sBi2ies 2252 3ppait GRSIRTEE. S2i2az s Ln, Sphu Pifpgy 12z iy PRLsEe o€ 223312, 2
JIBBL5FXF A5 2sas pu3v 3, PIC DR NA2FERRR 25,357 BREel.p iz sm

e’
1The figures were gathered by asking how much money was earned in the previous month
by the respondent and her husband. Since the periods of work and times of payment are
on no fixed schedule, the income for any individual will vary from month to month.

AR pBET Bx piE Jind ir gz 333 s SRR3R ALatt
2For those not married, the combined income figure represents the respondent’s income
alone.
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35.) Income Earned in Ons Month by Husbands classifisd by Occupation, in Percentags of Respondents with Husbands

e

Monthly income in rupces

Fr I 2335
»3e 22 Az et
Less 25- 50- 100- 150- 200- 300- Not  o.e-.:

Occupation Total Nit than 25 49 299 149 199 299 399 400+ stated
None 290 9.68 233 0.00 0.00 0.00 3.45 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.63 -+
Fisherman 46.38 58.06 58.13 72.73 45.90 35.71 31.03 31.03 25.00 18.75 4211 202
Farmor 5.80 9.68 4.65 0.00 4.92 3.57 0.00 13.79 6.25 12.50 2.63 Sriis
Carpentar 6.76 4.30 930 0.00 1147 8.93 10.34 3.45 6.25 3.25 5.26 £z
Mason 2.90 2.15 4.65 0.00 4.92 1.79 0.00 6.90 6.25 0.00 2.63 r'}{ >z
Toddy tapper 3.86 430 233 6.06 3.28 7.14 3.45 0.00 6.25 0.00 2.63 ;_ 31
Crew member of 3.14 0.00 233 0.00 3.28 8.93 0.00 3.45 6.25 6.25 5.26 2225:

boat trans- 7 :: /:’:f

porting goods Fei

to Masié
‘Worker in 4.83 0.00 233 0.00 0.00 7.14 10.34 6.90 18.75 18.75 10.54 2555 4

Mais! Flp2e
Government 5.80 1.08 0.00 0.00 3.28 16.07 31.03 3.45 0.00 6.25 2.63.:2% F-5%

sarvant out- s3epe 2225551

side of M&léz ;)"25
Seaman 3.62 215 0.00 0.00 492 1.79 3.45 6.90 6.25 12.50 7.89 fps222 2
Other3 14.01 8.60 1395 21.21 18.03 8.93 6.91 24.13 18.75 18.75 15.78 =23 4

100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

(N=414) (N=93} (N=43) (N=33) (N=61) {N=56) {N=29) {N=29) (N=16} (N=16) (

N=38)

SIIIR LT Az

1Rupondent did not know the actual joh her husband was doing.

e
[\
L
A
»
}
v
™
tn
N
«
Y
1Y
X
\
-
Y
N

oms 3

.«> - hd - » 3 L]
£ arr s s S8 f/';'-'g' ‘.‘;'f'.’fz ‘rrapsras

2includes isiand chief, atoll chief, island office clerk, judge, and mudhim.

‘es B 4 » . - .. e . . (e, Ga..r w,e. ey
237 Fir iy £y ZIRD L5 relier 3P2p30.% 2Py 55 PrPPG  SEP2p 3%05  aPR22C

c2r il 7S 3

Jincludes cadjun vveaver, blackemith, wood cutter, businessman, teacher, maker of wooden spoons, mat weaver, local medicine practitioner, tailor,

barber, caretaker of uninhabited island, plucker of coconuts, and caretaker of fishing boats.

P -
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Fo REFSaF AL PR30 i32 MRy p ARy S SRS 220y 34255 138
38.) Expenditures per Occupant in a Week by Combined Wife and Hushand Inceme, Exprassed in Percentage of Respondents
IRBERE fegplly 2iiler 2ip,,c
Combined income in one month
el
Weekly sxpenditure §
per occupant on 323 ~ Less 25- 50- 100- 150- 200- 300- P
food Total Nit than 25 49 99 149 199 299 399 400+ S
Ni! 10.42 25.22 13.79 11.11 0.00 154 0.00 2.76 5.26 5.56 ~
Less than 0.5 042 0.87 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 2.70 0.00 0.00 5P .08
1 9.37 8.70 22.41 8.33 14.06 3.08 3.33 2.70 0.00 1.1 1
2 11.25 8.70 15.52 13.88 9.38 7.69 13.33 16.22 0.00 5.56 2
3 15.83 15.65 17.24 19.44 17.19 16.92 16.67 18.92 21.05 0.00 3
4 9.79 8.70 1.72 2.78 1094 13.85 23.33 8.10 15.79 11.11 4
5 9.37 1043 6.90 5.56 18.75 10.76 0.00 5.41 5.26 1.1 5
6 7.50 435 1.72 8.33 7.81 13.85 10.00 18.82 5.26 5.56 6
7 4.38 1.73 1.72 5.56 6.25 7.69 0.00 5.41 5.26 5.56 7
8 4.17 261 3.45 2.78 3.13 6.15 6.67 2.70 10.53 11.11 8
9 1.04 0.00 1.72 0.00 0.00 3.08 3.33 0.00 0.00 5.56 9
10-19 8.33 7.83 5.17 5.56 6.25 9.23 16.67 5.41 21.06 16.66 10-12
20-29 1.46 1.73 0.00 2.78 0.00 3.08 0.00 2.70 0.00 5.55 20-29
30+ 1.57 0.00 3.45 2.78 1.56 1.54 0.00 2.70 5.26 0.60 30+
Not stated 5.00 3.48 517 1.1 4.68 1.54 6.67 5.41 5.26 5.55 322222 255
100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
on items other c3hp 22022
than food 2325 f02 202
Nil 33.33 52.17 32.76 38.88 29.69 18.46 20.00 13.51 31.58 1.1 22
Less than 0.5 16.04 13.04 2414 16.67 18.75 18.46 16.67 8.1 0.00 16.67 . 05
1 25.21 1565 2414 19.44 35.94 27.69 20.00 37.83 31.58 38.89 1
2 .17 5.22 5.17 5.56 9.37 13.85 16.67 13.51 15.80 1.1 2
3 563 261 8.62 5.56 469 6.15 10.00 10.81 5.26 0.00 3
4 2.50 1.74 0.00 0.00 1.56 1.54 6.66 5.41 5.26 1.1 4
5+ 6.25 7.83 0.00 11.11 0.00 13.85 10.00 5.41 5.26 111 5+
Not stated 1.87 1.74 5.17 2.78 0.00 0.00 0.00 5.41 5.26 0.00 F22222 Vies
100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
{N=480) {N=115) {N=58) {N=36) {N=64) {N=65) {N=30) {N=37} {N=19) {N=18)
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37.)  Property Ownership, in Percentage of Respondents

ees, 80
#5252

Owners
Frai
220252 S22 Wife and
Property Hespondent Husband husband together
House 27.29 37.68 39.13 233
Fruit trees 31.67 40.58 34.06 il
Boat 5.42 7.97 11.84 Suebst
Sewing machine 521 5.31 7125 po27]
Radio 2.29 5.80 5.31 5z
Vegetable or 9.792 9.903 11.594 RV

grain plot!

PIR3p3E AIBE £y 3ingl el (b o2 2SI S5he RING PN piizr 4ie 4
1As ali {and is government-owned, the permission to cultivate a plot of iand may be consi-
dered ‘property’,
$r22p 0 OAD 223225 Ja22is 32, ~Aly WM L a5, 2
291.49% of this figure comes from Region C, the atolls south of the Huadhoo Channet
E

cees sva,, . se0  p s
e Y A Y ""/- 352,

375.61% of this figure comes from Region C.

S PBriBg R iRy VmPiiz, 4

437.50% of this figure comes from Region C.

cca

FalRARG IS BRI g M 2n (yale3) 38

38.) Other Economic Invalvement, in Percentage of Respondents

27

Economic Involvement Parcentage 243 3,20

Trade goods with other 14.38 P SIS T
families or shops

i mps § 2220 P 2Rt Rt
Parform services in return 12.92 : 2rpt Koz
for food and other items

Transact business with other 11.67 22207355 Fiapdie izt
women on a regular basis

Have borrowed money ' 11.25 B0 2 leri

Husbands of respondents who 12.32 PSSt Fepus

have borrowed money
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39.) Attitude toward Incressed Opportunities for Women to Earn Money, in Percenisges s

&2y
Attitude Percentage 32,
Disagreed that women should 2.08 Y855 2555 A0y pfila 2222522
be able to earn more money FRIFELpEPs 43220002
Agreed that women should be 97.92 3525 A8 Suailia ZRFPI
sble to earn more money ! LIS Rt TP
100.00
(N=480)

*sr0 @

MpRlafailoRe sipg J505e2p 203 Bigta 2 8200080 23230 33380450 piz22s FRPPLIFILA PP 20000582 0
TWomen replying affirmatively were asked what activities they could suggest to earn more

money, and their responses are presented below.

3343, 5 ar ) 2ask “,;,',:(uo)’,:;:;;;:b piser - RFFRASF P850 2210 233855300 2pARE 25220508 s
A. Activities mentioned either separately or in combination by 51.67% of affirmative
respondents (N=470)

1.) Rope making 44.16 2200 ¢

2.) Cadjun weaving 41.88 rraizy Q@

3.) Mat weaving 23,58 FAgp Q3

¥ 4.) Shell collecting 11.46 2340 G
I, w6257 r',-;;:;egu;c),:;;;;;;.'— ipbp - 3FRLIEF pRIPR000 AiB0 20282032 beivs pifsi r

B. Activities mentioned separately by 46.25% of affirmative respondents (N=470)

5.) Sewing 14.79 A
6.) Farming 3.54 22855 U
7.) Selling firewood 3.13 YT
8.} Midwifery 2.7 2rzeir
9.) Teaching 1.87 Figii. O
10.) Making coconut oil 1.87 P ETNC
11.) Any kind of work 1.25 2HE223000 (v
12.) Raising poulitry 0.63 IIINC
13.) Managing & tea shop 0.63 222, gt
14.) Other 1.04 273325008 s
15.) Unspecified 14.79 322RRe28,5 NS
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Vill. SELECTED SKILLS

> exe « .
sreer~rp

40.) Distribution of Skills by Ages, in Percentages

[ X&) 2
‘. YAy pi

>55
Age

2235 2.2
All ages
20-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
4549
50+

2:358
Type of skilt
Iy 31
P34 28 F5 3
3 22 Use of loca!! 2222:358 Use of

None Sewing maedicine Midwifery charms!

7292 19.17 6.04 292 1.67

7857 20.00 0.00 1.43 0.00

64.18 34.33 4.48 0.00 0.00

57.14 2143 0.00 2,38 1.19

80.00 15.00 6.67 1.67 1.67

78.57 14.29 14.29 4.29 4,29

83.33 1167 8.33 5.00 0.00

73.91 15.94 10.14 5.80 4.35

(N=480)2
(N=70)
(N=67)
(N=84)
(N=60)
{N=70)
{N=60)
{N=69)

1See page 13 for description.

250me responden

HIEERE 28 00 RIBISL 25EER ] 3,
ts have more than one skill, so theref

tgd vo re ] es €Pesrga ny .
Parp)»’20 APALSLRg L3235 22,000

ore the percentages do not tota'l 100.

2

PERZIIR REIR AR, 4000 M
41.) Skills of Respondent by Instructor, in Percentages
roraa;
Type of skill
Sriy
:;:E 2 Use of local Rrisly LY
Instructor All skills Sewing medicine Midwifery  Use of charms P2i5 4525
Mother 14.18 6.52 34.48 8.33 37.60 3
Father 3.65 217 6.90 0.00 12.50 piH
Other 1135 13.0¢ 0.00 33.33 0.00 4':_,}}..
relatives 22
Friend 15.60 16.31 13.79 833 26.00 S T
Professionals 24.82 2283 27.59 33.33 25.00 I 20k 3iiy.
not covered PlpEealizy PRk
by the above
4 categories
Other 23.41 30431 10.34 16.68 0.00 23z
Not stated 7.09 8.70 6.80 0.00 0.00 F17 1544
100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00
{N=141) (N=g2) {N=29) (N=12) (N=8)
IS0 qERLREN IS (TEE 2psasss p352 ppssppns o

1A large number of those respondents knowing how to

tew claim that they uua

78
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BRIASE pA52 pIBEINIARE ARS AP FYLIIIIZE A2
42.) Skilis Respondents Desire to Leam, in Percentages

Cug .
eer =—xj

kil Percentage 323322
None 39.68 b7+ 1
Education 11.46 235y
Sewing 10.42 >%;
Tsitoring! 7.08 325220 1
Mat weaving 417 SAsst
Midwifery 3.96 i35
Local medicine 3.54 2325y
Handicraft work 1.25 Pi3eip000
Teazhing 0.63 Fe2op253
Other activities 0.63 SpRe200A
Unspecified 6.45 BT H %
49,59 '
S éatrr00> , 2
Not epplicable? 3.75 prassizr—
Not stated 7.08 2858
100.00
(N=480)

30 P A
1Tailoring is @ more complex skill than sewing involving the design and making of men's
shirts and trousers.

sPESi L W8 SRPASE Saimptly 2357330 $3FR2I8000 0 pFROL AGRISNPAG Plyses 2
333,555 58
2These respondents claimed that they were too old or their eyesight too bad to learn

any new skills.

- s 40 - > »
Pagerierd IPY LI  Fpb Gt pl 2ikies 25y50 2ea A3

43.) interest in Training to Learn @ New Skill, in Parcentage of Respondents

e85 Een . - A
Interest Percontage Hpys~
Yes! 63.54 1
No 36.46 22

100.C0

(N=480)

< . _Mos * et *p L) -
BPER37 Pibipy Fpis Se3irRl SoUPEFERNY ppily 31087 ¥ 22200 Pi-11

131.67% of all respondents would be willing to travel to another isiand for training.
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Gilake® P S ¥y 2L
IX. PROBLEM IDENTIFICATION

>

o> o -~ ale » P r >
SRE Sy J-r_afr,r- s

44,) Major “roblems affecting Life on the Island by

Ll e rPe 2k s 8.0 ‘,Jz 5
AgIP A )’:))‘f/”)}‘!{” I /‘/‘:

Rank, in Percentage of Respondents !

LI
—4}0—0_4

Jasisls 44

£

Pees e .
P LY HH
525 42., 08

2322,
breipriizy

2slec, o,
FrLIrE )

Total respondents Rank given ...
Problem mentioning problem 1 2 3 4 ey
1.) Poor fishing 42.92 18.33 11.86 5.63 4.17 »22 pripsal;
2.} Lack of schoois 38.54 15.42 13.33 6.04 1.04 FHEI LY
3.) Lack of firewood 29.17 11.88 6.46 6.63 3.33 F3 3335
4.) Lack of tand for 27.50 5.83 8.13 8.13 3.96 S 2eis
cultivation
5.) Poor harbor 21.88 8.33 6.88 3.75 2.08 FraG2s0
6.) Disease 16.88 6.63 1.46 2.50 2.29 }5;3,_-5
7.) Sewage disposal 12.50 4.17 3.54 2.50 1.67 Fiep 22irls
8.) Lack of local food 6.67 1.25 1.88 1.25 1.46 3RSz J’a 55
9.) Saline water 6.46 250 146 146 0.63 ~3235
10.) Crowded conditions 5.21 1.04 125 063 0.83 F3752;
11.) Any other problem?2 19.58 9.16 521 3.13 1.67 255800 pp2lpts
553 4bo TR e RICEFA Ly 250322 1
IN =480 in each case
i A3 25550 e, PAadist #3152 Lage Sy rirk ,:};_,-,C’;:_.;, phaial faiilg fr0 2
GBI FI2IIE 20 255058 2anns sigre s e Ll S I I PSYS IR
201ther problems were mostly related to the lack of mechanized dhomig ~-~< rsts, along

with a variety of problems
replying as well as those ans

Opinion on Who is Responsible

concerning money, cultivation, f
wering “'don’t know' or *

LG RTINS PIRIAAES A0
for Development of Island, in Perce

“ 3

ood and education. Those not
no problem*’ totalied 16.46%,

“se
7,

ntage of Respondents

> so

SR BB 222 h 0z 48

Who is responsible

Community
Island chief
Government

Atoll chief

4 sa v .
Y k)]

Percentage

65.21
38.96
13.54
1292

80
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46.) Main Problems in Family by Combined Wifs and Husband Incoma Earned in One Month

1 54 ;’l- .
282 52,3
e e

Combined income

2 ipas o
22325 25
All income s Less 25- 50- 100- 150- 200- 300- 400- o
Main problems groups Nil than 25 49 99 149 199 299 399 499 500+ 272 Ezpp 3003
No problem
mentioned 28.96 16.52 29.31 25.00 46.88 3231 33.33 18.92 47.37 66.67 66.67 SEisEerLessat s
Not enough
money 4938 63.48 58.62 44.44 37.50 46.15 36.67 62.16 21.05 0.00 16.67 2Lrea0iss
Unsatisfactory
housing 35.42 4348 25.86 52.78 29.69 43.08 20.00 21.73 21.05 0.00 16.67 23252505208
Lack of income-
producing 8.96 20.87 5.17 5.56 6.25 4.62 6.67 5.41 0.00 0.00 0.00 2rioc 252223500 582
activities 1
Too many
children! 354 5.22 1.72 2.78 3.13 6.15 6.67 2.70 0.00 0.00 0.00 23245221
Other 10.21 957 862 1.1 469 4.62 26.87 10.82 21.05 33.33 0.00 27272222
{N=480) (N=115) {N=58) (N=36) (N=64) (N=65) {N=30) (N=37) (N=19) (N=6)  (N=12)
(3325 2i32 FETILIE BR Beips pRpip? pRIeha PRSP RNL 220y S5R0F p2pln oS FBEIEISSESAGETI0 22y FISUIRE. (532,235 2332y 2

1Respondents might have hesitated to mention this problem due to religious and social attitudes which support the notion that all children born will

be well provided for.
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A ISy 2000 2253555 47

47.) Proposed Use of Additionsl Incoms, if Earned, by Rank, in Percentage of Respondents
_;:;a';"=
528 332122
Rank given Total respondents emors
Proposed use 1 2 3 4 5 6 choosing uss il
L.¥e X3 ta

Children‘s 6188 1729 917 333 1.04 042 83.13 s "’”’-"

education
Buy better food 3167 2875 1313 250 0.42 0.00 76.46 23252835
Repair or improve  9.38  21.25 2188 13.13 1.04 042 66.88 FE33358 232 23342

house
Medical treatment 2.50 9.38 2271 2042 167 0.00 56.67 F33 37 100
Savings 1.04 1.04 167 250 958 14.79 31.04 » a2
Buy watch or 0.00 083 083 4.17 1542 6.88 28.13 2323 2855 #3F 2800

radio

® 5, -
Hesazy Al i 2.
X. SOCIAL RELATIONSHIPS OF WOMEN
AaSCA AT 202225, ; AL o SRR3R 2R s 2&~342.48
48.) Respondents’ Discussion of Married Life with other Women, in Percentages

Discussion

Do not engage in discussion

Engage in discussion

discussion partners
friends

relatives

some other person

midwives

eEr;

Percentage

90.00

10.00

100.00
{N=480)

6.25
3.12
042

0.21
10.00

82
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;3'."’;;,.‘4,).’ ":p:.o:;; .:l/-,u)) P enA ’)’{
Psople sought by Respondents for Advice on a Probiem, in Percentages

208070, o4 25

Person sought for advice

Relatives
Parents
Istand chief
Friend
Judge
Other

No one

suee .
eer=—sy

Percentage

27.92
22.29
16.00
1417
1.25
4.37

16.00

100.00
(N=480}

50.)

E

- aM o ¢ rd L 5. K1
Y { Lata ] 'r;-/;,”,;;;:),‘,:.

2Eery @)

P e el

Respondents considering other Women as Leaders on their Istand, in Percentages

s a < ® 2¢ 0/ ¢P>r@sq sy 0y
o p S P A SFAPRS pdtist B0
Z

Comiderntion

No

Yes

reason women considered leaders
educated

good personality

religious woman

wife of rich or important man

other

ede.
eer—r;

Percentage

36.87

63.13

100.00
{N=480)1

41.46
27.08
9.38
458
1.25

N = 480 for esch percentage figured below,
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TABLES DERIVED FROM ISLAND RESOURCE QUESTIONNAIRE

ARPSR G055 Frerp iy A
I} Islands by Size of Population?
522
Number of islands
YoFAly 33 Tl a8 Jiizi—3 Jii-
ize Total Region A Region B Region C
'00-399 9 3 6 0
(0-599 5 3 0 2
i00—799 7 4 2 1
00-999 6 3 2 1
000+2 13 6 0 7
40 19 10 1
K 30308 o000 (R0 20550 aissi A2 22 piliia 1

The total population of the islands on which interviews were conduct-
dis 50306.

200 4

Lres ey »
Vsrs ra I/)/'J rrrrrey, 1000 23k Fiilie (g 222
CerM o » [ e)s
ArRl JARNE S0 22020

‘Due to the sample design, 13 of the 20 islands with popufations of
000 or more were selected.

/s 40 ]
f}f"’}"’:ﬁ""’ cRAGem PV RAE 2255 2

) Sclected Isiand Characteristics by Region, Expressed in Ratios

1
Region
S BAGE 2 X a2z R Jazzel3 jaizi.
haracteristics All Regions Region A RegionB RegionC
o Ai3 5P
opu’lesion in %
2’
Total 100 39 10 61
<
7L
Male 52 21 5 26
Pl
Female 48 18 6 25
yn Jfﬁ»—*) Pid ;/:;:) /ooo jl.':
fosques per 1000 4 4 6 3

85

[ XL}

[ cad?)

Men's 5 4 8 6

[ XXX T

ST A

Women's 2 4 5 0
Aia Pt Siay 22 sty /000 X RT
Schools per 1000

Afre f,,

All types 3.02 2,22 412 3a

2725

Makthab 1.13 .81 62 1.47

$3ax

Kiavaage 1.63 91 3.30 167

Py

Madhrasaa .36 .50 .20 .27
//"‘ J‘/// I’ ;/:/:/’) 7000 ;/":
Shops per 1000 3.58 4.12 5.67 2.79
o4 ;:; /UOO),. r,.l,u J/::;;J
Midwives per 1000

females 3 2 5 3
SERIAY A R arg SR e S Sadny AGSSSAY ;9 Al st 1

Paiea] Frara
1Following completion of the survey, new initiatives have been taken
by the government to establish more institutions on the islands.

u‘

14 LV CLIE) eseg o ) & 3 DaNI,s CPss I8¢ @) es 82
P R S P I rnu IUPAR FIrs PEDAS 3PS
. ’ c”l wrec sdless ‘. b re s rsd <
2 ;_/'{ /000 2 ,-,-,-4,- u,'/,.,.!n rirs «//4/,-,—4 ,,/, ;A,'A/”—J sty Ia

sepsc 28
The information on the number of boats owned by island inhabitants
is incomplete but following is the number of boats per 1000 in Regions

A and B. See page 12 for description of boats.

z A 2 /::;;;J
Region A Region B
FU A 42
Alcl boals 453 489
,-,'-4» ye/~
Mechamzed dhonis 2.5 4.1
r/’—‘; .1_1"4
Mas dhonis 7.5 12,0
ff};
Vadu dhonis 20.8 23.9
2738
Baththeli 31 4
AFFsR24
Other 114 8.5
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3.)  Selected Island Characteristics by Region, Expressed in Number of Isiands

dersss

)4/”—‘
Region
PRI G2 7 i 2 il 3 ez
. p—
Characteristics All regidns Region A Region B Region C T
Femily health 9 2 3 4 A AL ;5”‘..3}!{;)
worker present
Coritono 5 5
good 17 8 5 4 2%
LR X}
setisfactory 13 4 2 7 S
poor 10 7 3 0 P
‘% so,,
Electricity 10 4 1 5 S emak
present!
Shell collecting 24 12 5 7 s 15,0
practiced
Y 27 AN aRas 2
Organizations 5
L7} | 24 'l
sports 2 0 0 2 LY
service 4 3 1 0 pFHP
_41’;.; P8 At Je pIis 4l ;ﬁ F A é-\;'l ;:1 ’—;;;/’r‘g )}j)'('/:l’: AT ;u‘; o SN z:;,’ ',,':j;i;,': 2

“c? L (XS €39
e Pt --Jf/urag

1Almo.'.t all islands having electricity are represented in the sample. Those islands having
electricity are the heavily populated ones and were more likely to be selected as an island
on which interviews would take place,

1t 4) 28 2% 0o wrrgqr 0. 2, 0.0 $,%e 00 ) . ey
I rrs e Lhe S804 e ] e g 51) AIID San TIL O 2

2a1 the time of the writing of this report, the formation of naw organizations on the islands
is being encouraged.

4.) Number of Coconut Trees per capita, Expressed in Number of Islands

1
AREL s

Region

[ 22 . Yeoss

Numbaer of A= LAy 5 37T 2 Jazzz. 3 rse
Coconut Trees All Regions Region A Region B Region C

¥
Y
1Y
.
W

|

-
-
-

~
X
%
L XY

less than 1

0
1
0
0
1
1
3
1
0
1
1
1

-
OOQNQM&UN—I
&NdUNUI-l&(JUUI\I
U-IONOMQM—I-I(A)A
OOO—I—IQO—IMN—IU

-—
:QOWNQU’I&QM-I

11+




5.)  Msjor Crops and Vegstables Grown, Expressed in Number of Isiands

A22250 32 I Jezzz 2 g2 3 g2z

Msjor Crops All Regions Region A Region B Region C 25rs
Finger Millet 7 5 1 1 b4
italian Millet 7 5 1 1 ropl
Sorghum 3 2 0 1 a5
Maize 8 2 0 6 23¢
Major Vegetables e

IR ITH
Gourd 13 6 3 4 .7;_
Taro 12 2 1 9 pEp
Pumpkin 22 1 5 6 [/
Breadfruit 18 10 3 5 rels
Chili 10 8 1 1 KN
Swest potato 16 6 5 5 sear
Watermelon 2 2 0 0 y-74
Onion 2 1 0 1 i
Eggplant 5 2 1 2 P
Drumstick 7 2 3 4 27iz
Qther 23 9 6 8 afrryo s

c 4204, 02 [ ¥d
SIPACIAG S G AL '(4,‘;: B elS AN AR R 6

6.) Best Fishing Season by Region, Expressed in Number of Islands

AR
. Regions . I
— i TS Qi T2 s 3 e (r P Fipsdiad
Best fishing ssason All Regions Region A Region 8 Region C
ver s
Year around 10 4 3 3 i
% aila
Southwest monsoon 10 4 5 1 ( :
> i52
Northeast monsoon 20 1 2 7 r

87



RIPPRREL SN2 2o g2 Bipsanispinss M pi Pt dats 7
7.)  Condition of Fishing in Best Season in 1778 Expressed in Number of Islands
"l’{r‘ J:;_/‘»'—J;
Fishing
1 Anps Z
Good —  Satisfactory Poor
‘ Ayl 2 2 ,:-':;:—-‘J;,-‘ /! 23 it - A
Best fishing  Allregions A 8 ¢ Allregions A B C Aliregions A B C ﬁ HA Y KB
26a30n X
Yesr around 3 2 10 3 1 20 4 1 03 282240
Southwest 4 t 30 4 0 21 2 2 00 32
monsoon
(-’
Northeast 3 2 01 6 4 0 2 " 5 2 4 Py -5
monsoon
r."
LY R YN R O o4 s, ac ,,,.,‘,,,,/.,.‘“4
IIPFS A C S SA T S SIS SIS Yo Ao 55 et C A x5 .8
8.) Reinwater Storage Facilities and Drinking Witer Walls Available, Expresced in Number of Isiands
of Islands
¢ses 2582 sucpeer sime .. crrnel Yes 191 as 8.0000C o4
TPISLS PLPP PIrYran ,)ap Al Iprle P el R RISV I P
Numbur of parsons
Number of islands with Number of drinking per drinking
Regions reinwater storage water wells water well
(232 2252 0259 (2031322500 peiss)
All Regions 19 161 (A&B only) 152 (A&B only) 3740 X2
Region A 10 134 147 4 Jazze
Region B 2 27 180 2 iz
LV A L 3 re...
Region C 7 figures not collected St
o™ pOs SPOIE Gprriap. 9
PILOL AL/ lPrS Sppasrs .
9.) Prevalence of Mat Weaving, Expressed in Number of Islands
Aiizi e VT 2tz L3I .o o
Mat weaving All Regions Region A Region B Region C TAIS Y
Mat weaving found 26 " 8 7 iy
et weaving not faung Kk gk 22 22 S35
ho equipment or materials ? 4 1 2 FI gih ARPE
no knowledge of the work 3 1 0 2 FIA RAL P ;
not stated 4 3 1 0 JI2 PR Sar
40 19 10 1




a%s0 psrwm .0

raloo.o’:-dnar . 22 . 2s9 % -
DILF T ROL YR ASTH S PALEIY S BPPIE AFPIS SO AR .10

d v

10.} Quality of Radio Reception and Times of Day Transmissions Recsived, Expressad
in Number of islands
s34y ISR SN
Quality of reception Times of day transmissions received
3i; F255 7z 22 L2 i s
Regions good satisfactory poor morning afternoon svening prrsacy
All regions 5 29 6 34 28 28 PRI
Region A 4 11 4 19 13 17 1 iz
Region B 0 8 2 10 8 7 2 pRiii~
Region € 1 10 0 5 7 4 3 jaie—
11} Unique Features found on Istands
Historic

ziharra (building commemorating place visited by holy man) — Eydafushi, Kendhoo, Hangnameedhoo,

Hulhudhoo
mound - Miladhoo, Fioree, Fua Mulaku

dagoba (structure dating from Buddhist times before the Twelfth Century A.D.) — Thodhoo

stone piles — Kumundhoo
monument — Maavaidhoo

mosque built by Mohamed Thakurufaanu, liberator of the Maldives from Portuguese rule in 1573 —

Kolhufushi

construction site of Kalhuoffunmi, boat used by Mohamed Thakurufaanu — Baarah

beographic

lake — Kuludufushi, Maakadhoodhoo, Maabaidhoo

unusually high elevations — Kudahuadhoo
deep water table — Guraidhoo

two iakes, fertile soil, flooding — Fua Mulaku
unique harbor ‘ormation — Hulhudhoo

Demographic

distinct physical build, accent, working habits, social relationships — Kuludufushi

S m ¢222 4% O @ s6 Y900y o .t . Ly ) s .y wa

el I Y IR L LI Yo A P 32835 825 ,,,,-,.,'.,': ise Ap'
21 bldd 2

reris

PRSI
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12} Land Allotted for Cultivation and Number of

sPre,sve

Pr0sp e » » s m » aPs00r a
PFFIFpara g ririsg 2 ra 80w B0 23008 drp pdrpriva 12

People Cultivating on Home and Other islends, by tsfand

fsland

Region A
Huverafushi
Kumundhoo
Maavaidhoo
Nellaidhoo
Nolhivaramu
Maakurathu
Velidhoo
lguraidhoo

Goidhoo

Region B
Thodhoo
Kolhufushi

Kudahuadhoo

Region C
Gemanifushi
Fioree

Fua Mulaku
Hithadhoo
Hulhudhoo

Maradhoo

Region A
Huvarafushi
Nallaidhoo

Miladhoo

Region C
Gadhdhco

Thinadhoo

23,00 ,
2ir7ra2c

Home island

1o ses e .
APE S Sl

P

. ., 2%:2 /000 ¢ r:i oy
(/-:o:- sgpra J r2:1% ire .

’»
o

0s, com
sriy sy

Nuinber of psople Amount of land sllotted per grower
with land {in units of 1000 square feet)
35 5
600 40
47 6
not known amount desired
SRy 22
57 amount desired
IS
everyone 6
A
no one .15
405 3
Ay
no one .5
g PSR
no one amount clesired
1 2.5
4 .8
100 5
Frash Fied
66 amount varies
not known 5
2480 5
250 5
145 5
2507 224
Other istand
FIIP9 5
60 amount desired
30 not known
150 amount desired
319 5
350 ]

3 ez
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13.) Contact with Other lslands, Expressed in Numbers of lslands

@aPr, 8070, Pra ers @92

PP T IV EY 2 VISP PO T v 13

€0, 0ce
FPIP A

329, %
’.I"Iﬂ(

s sres

A5 52 S

Visits to Visits from Number of boats ,
Regions other islands other islands travelling to Mal¢1 SAE
AH Regions IR 1
daily 24 23 0 9,00 00m
22000k
weekly 1 11 5 2588205257
fortnightly - - 12 i3 ;:;';;
monthly 5 6 21 3
Hegion A 2 33:zi0
daily 15 12 0 s i1
weeky 3 6 5 FNITS
fortnigt.tly - - 5 2533 fFariit
monthly 1 . 1 g #2325 025
Rugion B 2 e
daily 1 2 0 A
weekly 7 5 0 ISR
fortnightly - - 4 AR Fapiy
monthly 2 3 6 ,’Jj:i 1541
Region C J sl
daily 8 9 0 2250
weekly ! 0 0 IEHE Y
fortnightly - - 3 33 f‘,";‘;‘“
monthty 2 2 7 #2333 22
RSB RI DRARD UL g3 0524 3N 3 J3nie W3 T Aad

10ne island in Region A and one in Region C reported no regular trips to Malé.
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14.) Percentage of Island Dn‘olltn Travelling Monthly to Male and of island-registered
Residents Living in Mala, by Region

o et I RN W R Fipre S0 53 ParR SR Fangl i s PYry
Those trlvolling'monthly island-registered ngidonu orn.
Regions to Male living in Male PR~
T
All regions 1.57 7.871 L ARG 2
Region A 1.78 12.422 1 paze
. z 2er,r
Region B 3.44 5.282 ALE
Region C 1.04 7.991 3 iz

aC @ -
HRE2ER Slpl 77 {‘/’E’ i, 1

TFigures taken from 1977 Census.

55 PERd . 2 [ 55d - -
FRI R Siplyil fry PRy 202 Jizr Al P8R g pa T Jrzie s SpF S 2L 1977 2
L . -
for

. - 2w 2220 %0 s (m o
R R L T 3 7 51 nrcr:/- L

I L N R LI TV PO TIPS $lajar 23325 U
2Ragion A has 7.62% of its residents living in Malé and Region B 8.22% according to the
1977 Census. The ditference in these figures from those taken from the island resource
questionnaire may indicate misreporting of the island chief or that the islands visited were
not representative of their regions in this characteristic.

| I E YV s2s O PMA PDorady
ALFILY PASC 2irF rps s A s 16
15.) Sports Practiced by Number of Islands
AR 2l Py iyIa 2 gazs 3 Jaze
Sports All Regions Region A Region B Region C FHY
Football 19 10 3 6 %z
Bashi! 12 5 3 4 25
Volleyball 7 4 0 3 PR
Table tennis 5 2 0 3 i sed
Badminton 3 2 0 1 FErale
Schoo! Games 2 2 0 0 P B4

1Bashi is a group geme played with a ball and a racquet.
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18.) Major Activities of Women and Men, Expressed in Number of islands

Alpie 2,2 z iz 2 sz I i
Major Activities All Regions Region A Region ogion C FoR57 1323
Women FRA
Rope making 26 17 5 4 ,:,-;,-_f
Farming 12 3 2 7 C Sl
Cadjun weaving 9 6 3 0 Frsisy
Collecting shells 7 3 1 3 Srege
Saanthi wezaving1 5 5 0 0 ;_;”,:_4
Mat weaving 5 4 0 1 Fhart
Tailoring 2 0 0 2 y 3
Gathering firewood 1 1 0 0 FrviS
Drying fish 1 0 1 0 pas P
Men Ay
Fishing? 30 14 9 7 ArE
Farming 7 2 1 4 Firdis
Csrpentry 3 2 0 1 344
Gathering firewood 3 3 0 0 SIS
Business 2 1 0 1 FisiAs
Making lime 2 2 0 0 P
Toddy tapping 1 1 0 0 SAAN
Reef fishing 1 1 0 0 o ]
Line trawling 1 1 0 0 35
Salting fish 1 1 0 0 P
Servicing tourism 1 0 0 1 S PR A FOH

1Saanthi are mats made from braided coconut leaf in contrast to other types of mats
woven on s loom,

2F‘rimarily pole and line fishing for tuna.

17.)  Practitioners of Traditional Dccupations per 1000

AR Sk Z jazzi 2 paze. J i
Practitioners! All Regions Raegion A Region B Region C ,‘-,};::{-'f
User of charms 3.82 234 7.64 4.23 Fptrari
Preparer of local 135 0.86 1.65 1.68 FePNy
medicine
Performer of 0.82 1.07 1.65 0.47 ,',"G&;};'

circumcisions

15ee page 13 for further description.
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18.) Main Problems on Islands end Suggested Solutions

I.  Geographic Problems

A. Island washing away (Himandhoo, Hulhudhoo, lguraid-

hoo)
B. Flooding (Fua Mulaku, Maakadhodhoo, Thinadhoo)
C. Saity Water (Holhudhoo, Maakadhodhoo, Naalaafushi)

D. Poor Harbor

1.} No harbor at all (Feydhoo, Fua Mulaku, Maakad-
hodhoo, Maavaidhoo, Nellaidhoo)

2.) Not enough depth {Eydafushi, Goidhoo, Huvaru-
fushi, lguraidhoo Kolufushi, Kuludufushi, Naalaa-
fushi, Thodhoo, Velidhoo)

3.) Not enough space (Holhdhoo)

4.) No reef (lguraidhoo)

5.) Seasonal waves {Maakadhodhoo, Nolhivaramu)

6.} Seasonal difficuities (Mitadhoo)

7.} Entrance difficu!: {Himandhoo, Kudahuadhoo,
fdolhivaramu)

8.} Problem not specified {Badidhoo, Hangnameed-
hoc, Kumundhoo, Maabaidhoo, Maakurathu,
Maradhoo-Feydhoo)

E. Poor soil (Maakadhodhoo)
1l. Economic Problems

A. Lack of adequate income producing activities (Feyd-
hoo, Hithadhoo, Hulhudhoo, Maradhoo-Feychoo,
Velidhoo)

B. Scarcity of land for cultivation (Holhudhoo, Marad-
hoo-Feydhoo)

C. Leasing arrangements of government trees on island
not agreeable (Himandhoo, Kudahuadhoo)

D. Fishing
1.} Poor fishing (Dhonfanu, Kuludufushi)
2.) Mechanized dhonis

a. Wone (Goidhoo, Hangnameedhoo, Iguraidhoo,
Thodhoo)

b. Too few (Baarah, Badidhoo, Fares, Fioree,
Gemanifushi, Guraidhoo, Holhudhoo, Kend-
hoo, Kolhifushi, Mandhoo, Velidhoo)

c. Lack of diesel fuel (Guraidhoo, Hinawaru,
Huvarufushi, Kendhoo, Kudahuadhoo, Meed-
hoo, Velidhoo)

3.) Difficulties selling catch (Fares)

iIl. Problems Relating to Social Services

A. Health
1.) Limited access to health facilities and supplies
{Baarah, Feydhoo, Holhudhao, Kutudufushi, Maa-
baidhoo}
2.} No public lavatory (Kudatiuadhoo)

B. Education
1.) No school st all (Badidhoo, Dhonfanu, Hangna-
meedhoo, Himandhoo, Maabaidhoo, Naalaafushi)

-

N

Poorly functioning echool {Holhudhoo, Kolhufu-
shi, Kudahuadhoo, Kumundhoo, Maradhoo-Feyd-
hoo, Miladhoo, Thodhoo)

Poor teacher (Kudahuadhoo)

No government school {lguraidhoo)

No school building (Meedhoo)

Available education not satisfactory (Gadhdhoo,
Hithadhoo, Hulhudhoo)

C. Religion

1.} No Friday mosque (Baarah)

2.) Mosque in need of repair (Kolhufushi, Kudahuad-
hoc, Maakurathu)

3.) No mudim (Thodhoo)

4.) Friday mosque too small (Himandhoo, Naalaafu-
shi)

£.) No women’s mosque (Himandhoo)

gunew

D. Administration
1.} No island office (Baarah)
2.) Too distant from Atoli oftice (Baarah)
3.) No island guest house {Himandhoo)

E. Transport
1.) Too few boats travelling to Malé (Guraidhoo)
2.) Need to mechanize island-owned baththeli (Kuda-
huadhoo)

IV. Problems Resulting from Higk Density of Population

1.) Scarcity of forest for firewood and items of house
construction (Feydhoo, Hothudhoo, Velidhoo)

2 Scarcity of land for housing (Thinadhoo)

3.) Scarcity of local food (Holhudhoo)

V. Pest Problems

1) Rats (Iguraidhco, Kumundhoo, Naalaafushi, Noh-
livaramu)

2.) Crows {Iguraidhoo)

3.} Mosquitoes (Maakadhodhoo)

4.) Beetles (Nolhivaramu)

5.) Flies (Naalaafushi)

Suggested solutions for island problems
Construct breakwater to stop erosion.
Dynamite and remove coral to improve harbor.
Move to another island to escape flooding,
Find a midwife,

Establish health center on island.

Move Atoll office to centrally-located island.
Make it possible for public to earn income.
Lower price of diese! fuel.

Train family health worker and midwife.
Assign near-by island for firewood.
Introduce tourism to create jobs.

Drain lake and use for housing.

Get more mechanizer dhonis.

Build school.

Dig harbor,

Suggested mezns for currying out those solutions

Aid from the Government of Maldives.

Work and cooperation from island population.

Assistance for those activities the island population cannot
carry out itself,

Foreign aid.



