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L. LT .0DYCTTION
The cuestion of women's role in »2acnnt production is

receiving increasing cttention in the 1970's in [frica and

the 'tll“d wvorld', in gere*u_. The primory role of wyomen in tho

proeucuion of food "ubulﬁ"ence crens in most Lirican cultivatin

o) ]

Societies has boen cmply documen ed, &z well as the exploitative
posifion vomen find ' f“emse_veu in when »roducing incdustriel cash
cropﬁ under  theo ménagemeLt and control of the Zuschend and house-~
hold hec.d.l
I"W1Y~nﬁ7yuas ctop heru ot rintion of the oppressive
dltloﬂu oi’ women in Jeccant rroduction, which does nou.e tplai
thhe undorlyging chugo; of these conditiongs, Correcponelng.:ecommenda—
tions for cction to loettcr' women's nosition tend to‘be'reformist,
alling for.such.mégsures as incroeczsed ccducation ond training
.on the one hanq, end increased cccess to nroduction inputs on the
other, so thatv wonen become riore activeiy and productively involved
in cash crop nroduction (e.g. Toxrid oz 1975}. "Ah o Limztta e
8acli proposals zre conditioned by the undexlyging social relations
vhich lirnit the degree of control iyiomen have over thoe meen s of
production and the »roduct of their lzbour, znd have icd to
consequences uirich ~ra cctuclly more rather then less erploita-

~

tivo znd oppressive fox tJomen, co long =s they aro dependent

housenoid wives, “he conircdictory conseocuences of copitaliat
development have alco provided alternctives to being
depepdﬂua ives uncer the domincnee of linezge so
end mony women have and cro seiging those alt
’e musc go bagond sao descrintive Level in our analzs
in oxcler to adecuhh 1y undersctend the moaterial basis of women's
opprescion and emploitation, n éa.l:nhuory tizcoretical fromevoric
is recuired which correctizr noces thko Queétion ol “romen. in the
contexrt of the concrzie nisicrical mnterisl conditions in shich

viormen veasentits engoge in producﬁion. Underscending the chonging

ola
it recuires specific ond cozmercte amalysis of the way in which
e

»itoiist relciions tnd forces of'production-have
been trznsformed with the develionment of caniinlis onmodity
producition, Cn the bagi. of comeclwts auelzses of spocific

precanitalist scfial formotions, gemeralimriion at = higher level

Fad PO - - L P - + s 2 - -
of @nstrzction heconas beth nossilla ond nhcaosLsT,
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*s not an isolzted preblom cnd that it is Dest snalysed in
2 ' ¥

conjunciion irith anzlysis of the overall relations znd forcos
of production zgs %hey davalon and ore orticulztoed uvith oach
other ond déstroged, This doos not lead to o neglect of tho
vomen's cuestion, Nather, it correctly places tho women!s

question at the hezrt of critical social cnaliysis,

periodi.  the problsm, though in = vorg goneral way, The socond
section analvses the poribd o dominance of -the cimple communi ty
mode o” brdéuétidhf'fhe third Section anclygses tao devélopmont..

and docllno of thsizlinds dtéfe,;Tﬁe’fourth Soction onalgsos the

rtlculation of "tho feu&dl, slavé and pabriarchy ;. u Telztions

of production during tho period of the state's orpansion and
aftor the

establishmont of the colonial state, 'Tho sixth ond final

doclire, The fifth soction analyees the dovoelopment

(&)

section analywos 5“"ugg‘ ovor goncer opprossion and o :ploita-
tion vhich have emerged in Clhiamba and;clsovhero.

Mg analycis drawvs herviiy on the information nrovided by
Foierman's rasgarci on the Chambea lindaze structure and the his-

2

tory of the Chombaz liingdom (1972,1974) as wvell as the wvorlk of
.. . ~ - \ -y \

Schonmeier (1978), Sender VI97h; ond Uirens {1954), Thore cro

significant woealmessaos und tiwitations fto Feierman's cnalycis,

[of
t

characteristic of tho 2rthirono’logic »roblenatic, viich 1411

be nointed out in tho courco of - cnalysis,

IIT”SIMPLE CCUATUIITY 1iCDZ" OF »20DUCTICH

The Sh baa mountaii. riso stecpl ¥ from tho plains to- 5,000
& o H

feet_above sea level, Therce are three different ‘agricultural
i

Zones as onA'** ovels up the mountaing, distinguished by.differ-

entle_ anountq of rainfali, vogotation ond coil tgpe, The 'soil
N

is on the whole very fartiie and rointoll nlentiful enough in

some areas to providoe conditions for survlus cccumulation even

[}

t a fairly low Zovel of tcchnicz? preductive Torcas, The

people who setiled un and cowm the slonoes lazrned to adapt plants

to 'tlo Qifferent local conditions and invented nev varictios of
food crons, rFerms wore spread out across the differeat cgricul-

tural ponec in oxder to spread risl: of cron fai
trado develonad beticen producers in thoese differen® croag
in order to ccquire basi
By tho end of the 1 a
had settlea iﬁ the mountains, She immigrants czime from diverso
areas of Zast /Ir
Tigins, The majo
procduciion sysion
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This ecrly history reveals the donger of od pting uneritically

-~

ethnic concepts o

L]

ttribot, Jhat is rzforrec to 25 the Chambaa

people redresents & group with multiple etinic originis, The
lator cscablichment of the I7ilindi stofc mean® ihe further
extension of the boundarics of the J:cmbre Izingdom to include
ever more diverse necples, sonc of thomo becamo.subject pcoplos
and others trading norinors and tho iilo, - ‘

Heighbourhood and Clan

Thoe organisation of the older, pro~State wopulation was
bascd on necighbourhoods cons isting of sovoral vililoges vhich in
turn contcined several linoagos., The most nowerful lineage of the
nmost poierful villago led the orgonisation ol ﬁréduction and of
defense and war at the level of tho'ncighbou:hood. The powerful
linocages tended to b2 loriginal! inlhebitants in the villzgo vho
controlled rituals znd social knowlodge about the sottloment of

~

the villago, and controlled the wallocotion of lond *o incoming

Toups. | Simple reproduction of tha linceges ithin ocach neighbour-~
L " & =)

hood parctly depcndod upon: barter ocichange of basic subsistence

\ . . o s .
goods ac well ac onchange of wealth in the form if livostocikk and
nEonlo
tobacco and vomen, lizrriage was Q.roganous could not marry

within their owm linccge but they could norry vilthin their neigh-
bourhood, Ience %the socizl relctions of marricge ccted to
integrate the diverse lineagos uithin the ne 2iglzbourhood,

v

Theo neighbouriood notworl: of linecagss b.ocame concolidate

fa

within a clen organisction, the lorgest unit of orgzﬁisation for
praduction and roproduction at this time, It cohu-o1‘cd the

surplus labour o young nen, wvonon cad. ron<itincdependent maios

25 well as tho surplué nroduced and motericlised in the form

dI cattlo cspocially, Iin youil werc mobilized for war and plundor,
& form of appropriction of supplus and surpius Loobour, in thot

the women and childron of concuered grouds were ceized as slaves

anc cattle ond storec groins talten os vital surplus,

~ .

is
kinship, and arguos that the strongest ciaon s tho one with tho
ng. Xore tiie ideologiccl expression of underlgin 24

soc lzinchin, clan, lincage! are tzken os &iven,
uncritically, ond th2ir meaterial Dacis left unoxplored (ane chiin
2978}, irst of ali, the composition of the labour forco

oirrgenised under the ceatrol of the clon hoad was o5 crucicl as
Fo. Grooter ond divorse fozms of labour rasources &llowed
linzages end the neighbourhood to cunand cnd 2iversify thair
ic cetiviliecs, ounloiting the dilfere nu cgriculture co
a

atnining ceparote food forms, soch cu
B

1d sidns, raidiang othoer

iiton of surnlusg

T25T0C Drovided the



5

for the cccumulation of surpius lcobour in the form of vives,

dopendent mclos and slaves and the potential lcbour df offspring,

Girls themselvos were vehicloc for.thc aécﬁmulation of surolus

in the form of marfi:ge wegnonts,~ Livestock rore concontraded

through stoclkk parinorships beiveon differont lincages vhoreby

attle;:gdéts and shéep vera ppolad togother in orcder to enrich’
Sp

tie herd .composivion a:d lover rislz by re di*g herds out over

different ééﬁé%ﬁﬁﬁiéd; Zocations,” In this : =y, rlchor llneages
2llied with ecch othor in order to ircrosse “tho means of prdduc-
tion at thoir disposal, thereby -~ontributing to further lineage
differentiation,

The“dlfferenul al ability mnd p wer‘of.a lineage or clan head
to organise and control the pool of labour was = mojor coterminant
hf thohcapacifylﬁf the groum to accugulate surplus and to ropro-
duco itself, Constrzints of low tochnological forcos, variable
rainfall and other ocological fractors mede the cccumulation and
organisabion'ofllabou: thet muck nore crucial, Lt the same
time,‘ Lrﬂ‘us accumulotion provicded clan and 1“noag heads with
the modsis to incroase ‘the numbor of {follovers =nd dependents
anag ulaveu tnrouuk tlic process of iredisfributian'u A-strong
11negge attr actod non-kin riembers who became cliients in roaturn

for“acceés'to'land, i estock, women and defense, Homestaad

:'S
[

heads with insufficic ivestocic woro cconomica 11z forced to feod

and Maintzin the stock of ricaor hweads, in return for millk and
somdtimes dalvos with vhich to Luild'up fh0¢r own herds, In

times of fomine, mombers of poor lineagos paimed or enslaved
themselves to the richoer lineages 1n oxc;ango for food and the
means of p“aiu01ng subsictenca, _nc1V1hu~’ icriminals! vhose
lineages were unwiﬂling or unablo td pay the compensation fines

for wrongdoing were onslivac by the offonded lineccoge, 45 & lin-
@ago bocomo largor end contoined more women and stocle, it would
attract more offenses in the form of aduitery, client loss of stock,
stealing, otc, Lt tho'éamc tinme, tho strénger ilincago/clan was

able to cnforce the »apment of Tines or ens avement with militarg
poier,

Cimership of more stock and otho- surpius ras related to

control over norec depencdont momen ag vives, On the onc hand,
there was ample surpius tth <hich to ciickange lor vomen, On
AR .

the other hind, lineaxges were attrocied to norrz into more

powerful and richer linezges, thereby attzining grocter s@ecurity’

and possibilities of surplucaccumulaotion throu ugh suclh marricge
o)

The powver of = clan or o linenge yas therofore dependent on
E G e

the amount ‘6T surplus labour undaor the conirol of the hoads,
0 o

woung iingnsn but nmore oo vivas

ey

surnlus
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vho never becans kin, slaves and dependont males, 211 of vhon
woro non-Xin, The organising princinie’.of the lincage and

n nore s Yol o i ne nship
even. @ so the c¢locn is cleas 4y not the blood g Qiﬁc1gekl s
ideology surrounding the concept of the c¢an/w:s important
idoo;ogically however, in nystifying the relutions of subordina-

n
tion ancd e:xmloitation vihich underlay it
Rolations of Pr Toduction ond the Tochnic

VUithin the Patriiinéase Homestezd

The patrilinocago orgconisation was the most primary uni
production and reprodﬁction. It's ﬁhysical cxpression was found
in the homestoad (Guy 1978). The potrilinocge organisation
consisted of”thq older potriaerch hoad, tho sogments consisting
ofﬂﬁis wives and dependont children together wish marriod sons
and tleir wive(ves) and children segronis, -end the slaves and
denendent males controllod by the patriarch, The patriarch
ovmad and controlled tho surplus procduccd by tho different
members of the homestead, ond did not activelp. labour himsalf,..

Ee controlled ~ .  distribution of the vroduco. and organisad

and managed the differont ccomnomic activities in which tho

nombe” engaged in, The surplus was often ~ppropricted by the
pgtrlhrcb in the form of poyments by linecge members to cover fines
medicine and ritual costs and mar“iﬁﬂe paymcntﬁ.

Jural liabilltios Giffered ot cach lovel, from the patieili-

neage orghnlsatl on to thwo cimt, They sorved as ca imporiont mech-
anism of soci.l control, in that a rebeliious or wayward son

or non-lki:in member could be refusoed aﬁsistance to »ag finos. ,

in vhicih cese ho and »o0s5cibly hischildron z2s well were enslavod
by the offonded clan or linocogo, The eiact nature of punish-

able offonscs revealoed the sensitive osmects of socizl control,

. o :

For ecstample, compensatvion for imprognoting an unmarried girl

‘uas related to the nced to control the lineage membership,
onc mecheanism of controlling biological ronkoductlon.
Upon the death of the patriarch, the sons of the senior
vife bocame the loadcrs of tho linocge, theroby teliing control
ovor surplus lzbour - 2nd thoe materiz) moans of production,
The moro weelihh and number of cocial relations involved, the
qrbc;or the struggles ot thistime, The heirs struggled to
maintain the unity of the putrilincego organisctionn, and in
pooror linoagosithisiuastin the intorest of 21l tho sons,

In richer lin o sub:Lantl_A surnlus and surplus labour

}.l
4]

O
Al
03
[4]
&}
B
[o]
H
¥

oxistocd, tho diflfaorcnt segnents on the once hwand were ablo to

sudsist senaratol¥ and on thic othor hona ad more to loso bY

boing‘subcqmud mcdaor the control of on: sogment, onuy patrisrch,
Because Feiornon (1976) hos overleoliod th: ¢

ol comntvol owar suleiuvc lohour duliin orooonis
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Cactorily a:zpicin_ tho patterns of

]

relations, ho-comnot sati
fission within the Shambeoa

~

ocial formation =t thot timo,

[&]

'

[N
4]

For Foiormon,. tho struggie ovar ziccoess, Lo allocaied vorsus
] 6 . .

unzilocated property and loadership positions., kot is hidden
in such analysic is the strugglas ovor cont of surplus labour

ol
and tho means of production - t1i.,0, tho sxploitativ: rolation s
Qe

.
0

between nasrizrchs ond 2ll kinsmen subordinated as v

slaves, wives and depondont non-kin mcles.

¥ith rospoct ta. ‘ownership of provartz, wonon ware 52__ ~ncnts
of lineage rolctions. of property in that innoritance ond loader-
ship within the patrilinoage oxmgeonisation. wos nertly determined
by whotaer tho sogment in cquestion izs thaot of .o senior or.jun_or
rife, Howaever, tho vives themselves did not inhorit tne meang
of production’ or tho surplus vhich theoy procucoed, tho omfsprlng
thich thoy delivored ond Tezrod, Ilathor, tnoy thensolves wvere

production ond roprocuction. by some
branchof. the husband's kin at hig doc.th,

inheritad as human meavs ol

Bach_iifo ad a moral claim to adhouse of her om and -land
of .different kinds upon vhdch to produce the dirf {icront cudsistence
CTrops necessary for Zzersell and her childron, as oll as
the homestead hozad, ITevertheless, the land and stocx allocated

to tho wife sogment <izs subijces to ravision by tho F:izd and
g J

the nmatriarch, if tie heod was indeed 2 re arried men uncder the

.

domination of =z .patrizrch cider, liorcover, land cad stock was
held in trust for tho wife'!s sons aond was alluceated to thom
‘o3 the time of thei= fizst nor—io ge OF¥ tho homostezd. hoad,

The potrizrch retainoed ultimete owmershin ol all the means of
production witain the natrilinecogs org geanisation, nwowevor, even
allocatod lznd and land oioneered by sSo .

-
1]

Each homestoad acd therefore wilocated iand uponr: which the

%)

wlvos produced subsistonce goods for thie M1o0lo liomostead and

unallocated lond ukich thie head diroctly s Svcr°°d and vhichk

surn’u"/goodq lilzo tobacco,

wos5 devoted to the nroddctlon o

L)

ivos hod llmltcd cconomic Dossession of their subsistence

i3

produc+ wnich thoy produced on thoir cliloeatad land, processed
nrederod as food, Jt tie same “ime, the irifo
o

d
was obligatoed legoally =nd ideol
al bl

Zlcalliy to Toocd tnd otherivise
medntain horseif, her children hor husbond end his izinsmon
or o cccl

&l-division.ol, labcur img .organised nortly
‘sex and oge. Cortoin economic activities vere
sex specific; for omzmnliz, mea aunicd i erdec livestocl,
Foung bogs contributing thoir lobour o 2Ll to tho latser,
fen plundersd and enzoged in Militory warfore ond defonso,

“lomen nTeoharad
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young ckhildren, colluctad fircwood ond vator--i.§tin, manyg of

those tasic involwving +io lzbour contribution of childran,

esnecialily girls, Ifen and wowron Jointly cultivatad both suxnlus
and eichonge grofs ond suoiisstence crons, thouglh thore wero

sex speciflic tasizs, Thic mon Cid 4he hocovy clecoring of iand,
heavy hooing ond holped to harvest, ihorsas romen and childron

nlanted, weedoad, irrigated cnd suardoed *ho cropsirom birds and

3
monkoys, lion guorded tho crons from lorger vermia liko ild

nigs,

-~

Tais xind of wnalpsis doec not got us very far, howvever,

i
‘because i% ignoras the cuostion of

vnich men and whick wvonen.,
Tor cxomplo, the pnoatrizre: did not direetlyw cnpgroso in oroduction
' 1 -~ > B3 - ?
shiercas depondent maloc, slaves and vouns cinsmen cid,
- 4 o =3

- . - RIPA] . 4 . .
iiltewise, femaie cliderc such os the - c\ves)‘of tihe patriarch

managed tho labour of tho wives of their sons end femalo slaves,
and either did not cngage diroctly in »production or elso avoided
fhe oore rozvyg, drudgerous tasliis, I thinl- it is also important
to cistinguish botiroon dctivitiesivhich procduced surnlus (~hother
subsistonce or eichamge goods, ofton tha szne) ond those whikh
‘Contributed to tho maintencnce’of tho Lomeotead but did not
realise any surplus, Thereas nuchk of vomonts worlt vac necessary
for mointencnce of the honestecd cnd thorsfore the roproduction

of the labour force, it wos loss gearod to roclisztion of surplus,

Indoed, Feicrmon's informionmis constzntly maite the distiaction

boatuveen loemalo production of subsistesnce and mala production
of 'yealth'!, <roalin boing curplus darticularly in tho forn

of caltle and other livestociz, Curmlus wos not only wital

for exchcnge, but it 2lso ronroccaicd & food reseve in itself
or ix cxchange for groing, lonce thwe sccping, Fileng cornsos aroe
. 5 a .. . o s ,

thie result of =mot hoving Y {(Foiarmen 197L :3L),

So long as th

produced -nd accumulated bE

the pzotricrch Qistinzctions irould be less

detoerminste of il Torentic and cubdordination,. Tho rolog.

-

of metricrch =nd wivec, subordinntzsd homesiond loads ond their

wives, would be complemecatarym, e ormodlem Tor tha linecago
? s o
1

organisation woulid be one of survival, ond women's contribution

Tuggia fox survival ras Doromount. fo 2rcduction cad

accurlcovion of surpluz  devaloped tdthyEina o Gi7or Ilincogs or

witihdn the social formalion owver all, houwever, this distinction
4.0, =

contributed to tizo dovaoliuation of vomen'c woxrli, © noini to be

talten up loter,
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lineage notriarcis, »ar vactusa  their ovwnl nover dopondad
upon tho continucd cllegiconce of *ho latter, cxé because
patriarchs directly co tho moans &7 production ond

rpivs labour o2ad surnlus 2npronriation T of “hwoir rospoectivae
lineages, Tho powver of clian luaders dedoncdad o on-economic
elements such ~g ritusnl cnd othor foras of idsologicol cooercion,
and thio threat of militaryg forco, undor conditions of relotivoly
Iittle surplus generction znd zppropristion,  Such aconondc
conditions - o lindted 2 number of dopendents,slavos
end functienzrics ich angd cien lazdar could support, without
cxpoiision of thie moanc of produciion :nd tho surplus labour

under nis conitzol, <“he limits establichod by tile social zoelations

1no:ge orgonisation wore ovorcome through

underlying . tha oatril
the covolopment' of complox: community social rolatiors vhich

consoiidatod tho povver of thoe clans or noighbourioods ot the

politico-idcooiogical level, cnd waze basod on o compla:x:

-

articulation of lineage onc slave relcotions of aroduction,
LClaves in tho simplo commumitz modzs of production had not

2puishied from |

l»l.

been large in nunber, and woro boarely dis
‘other non-ikin dopendent mclies, Indeod, thoy were oventuclly
integrated into the patrilinesge orgonisation chroug: marriasge
and alloved to estoblish homesizads of their ﬂn, In tho'
next section wo ill ocmnloro the devoloomoent of tho comnle::
communiity modo of nroduction, but it must bHo notad nere thaot
thes anclysis here is very cocculctivrzs, Boshr Foias—man ond
Jdinans melio frequon® note of tho cistence of sleves, but
their actual rolo in procduction znd roprocduction iz nover

einliored,

TIT, TIL OUTLIUDT OTST

b — 8 R R e - ke

-~

Tronsitional Stamo: Tho Dovolonment of the Comnle:: Community
liode o1l Zroduction

Prior to tho csioblischmieont of fiiindi r™ule, the differont

grouns nopuloting the Chombaco mounto 15 rarred rith oach othe
for control of tho basic rosourcos ngcescaryg for their renro-

duction : land, uater, livestoc!z, wonenn, 75 an incroaéing

nunoer of imzizgrznts entored the O

centuries, thesc strugglas increosad., i+t the scne time,Eome of

tho gToups in the =roz exprncdod and wo—o tronsiformad, and

others were concuored and zbsorbed by $ho noro poverful grouns,
/s novad cbove, the clan wos organisod on tho basis of

saveral »natrilinczge orgsnaicotions, united for DUrnoses oi

defonse and yar, for circulation of .difforent necossary stube
sistence ond surnlus godds, o o}

moons Of.?TddLCtiOW sucli .3 n

and tho torrocus noczzarr to

staed mountain sionoc,  ach olony gt:ovo o mecumrlate surnius
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droduct and surplus lobour, Scecumulotion of the socizl rolations
underlving the patrilinoage anc clen wvas thoe bosis for the accu-
milation of surplus ang Surpius labdour, 5 notecd earlier, these

soclal reolations set limits %o the fmeunt ol surplus accuru-

b

lation possible,

Plunda» and conquest represented ona of the more signi-

Y

ficant ways of accumulcoting mo=—s surpius ond more vorlen as
potential -rhives anc slaves, maleo cond fomcle, Thig emdlains the
stata of uarest vhich Feiermon notes to havs oxisted at the time

of the.immigration ‘pPeriod during the 17th and thh'csnturieﬁ,
but leaves wnexploined, The »rocductive forcos could no longer
cizpand under the domimaont social relcitons, Constant verring
among different noighbouring clans limited +the exnansion both

of production and circuiction ot o timo <Men thore wes scone

for surplus cccurmlotion and its circuls: ion thrzough the
o

widening of trade notvoris rom a local & regloncl basis,

and_incorporating region:l trade netvori:zc into tiat of internaa
tional trido , Iimited trade Telations hzd already been astaow
blished botieen %o ploins/ngilea ond the mouritoing, including
barter vwith Mazsoi and Bzarogugpu €roups of grains for livestoclk,
Hevevtne’eus during this trancition périod, nlunder ond conquast
provided & means of Surpiugs aad surplus -Iabour accumulction
gncd broadened the sphere of nroduction cnd circulation o
successful clans., Iiore erpaiisive hunting and cultivation of
tobacco a5 well ag bacic subgsistence Ccops bocame n 5g5ibla,
the surplus food crous HCreoy reicasing susslug lzdour T
production of surplus eichongas productsliize tobecco and livestocl,
and for nmilitaryg orgonis-otion Tor plunder anc congcuest, Clan
leaders <rero abie te mobilige o gTcaver moass of Surnlus Izbour
to construct ona maintain rore cotpien tnd extensive irzigection

ditchos ond towracoes, o procuce” shoectolisod izon *ools on ez

pons, and to 4828343 trode og well, “he incrcosed maintensnce
of the 1ab&i Porce
cosis/which nec Ssarily arose 2iso moont the intencificotion

- x ~ -,

@
of lazbour of irives and childrer *o PTocuce subsistonce food

T o roprocduco tﬂ'rsclvcs, Llitruggles crong as well as
within elonz fo- control of tho wvital mo-ng cT nroduction
Fad

heightened, ‘™Ma condivions trearc rine Tor iho energenca of

Teudal rolations of procuction cnd tho estzdlis chment of o Toudal

. ) . ~ pe
The Zstablischrmont ond lnoongioir of t(ho

o

ne of the strugglizg c.cns, tho Tilindi, <rzc 2bila to

Successivoly concuor il QiloT clons in Sha Zren mnd ectablish
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a centralised state based in Vugha, the rogal towm said by
Richard Bucton to consist of 50C houses (i,o. homeﬁteads) by
1857. Zong beforo thct time, Zowover, the inlhobitents of the
Shambaz countains vere absorved uiacder the rule of the Xilindi
clan, anc lator the state conguored and cominzted tho
peoples populating the ~rez all the woy to the coast,

Tho stateo consisted of tiwe iting, based at Vugha, and
seperate chiefdoms, susualls heacded bz o member of the ruling
clan, The Lking owmed 2ll the busic means of production within

is behalf to organiso

)

the kingdom, ond itk cioiefs acted on
and coordinate production ond cir tion of surplus vithin
each chaiefdom.and to:.appropricte surnlus wvisk vhich to maintain
the. chiefdom as woll. .as: tho king's estzblishmont at Vugha,.

The mechicnism of appropriation of surplus-ves a combination _
of tribute of surplus procducis and corvée or tribute of scurplus
labouxr, ITach chiefdom consisted of a rogzal viilage and commoner
villcogos uvhero thoe subject natrilincago oLganlgatlonu-reulded.
Bvery subjoctt patrilinecge was roquiroed. to maintain and occupy

o house at the rogal villzge and *o cultivate 2 farm at the

same village, Usually lincage natriorchs kent one wife 4t the
royal village o 'hocupied' the house and produced subsistence
goods. for.maintenance of tihe homostoad Imd surphlus which was-
appropriated.bg the chiefs, Thoy wvere &lso expected to produce

on the land.of tio chiof, cnd during pedir lzbour scasons
o

the patrx;inéage as a vhole was eizpoctod to cultivate firste

on tho rogcl londs, and thoen begin on that of the lineago,

The surplus so preoduced nointcined the cliiefdonm, including
various forms of surplus lzbour uncer the chidf, ond some of

it was epnropricted as tribute by tho ling, 4dditional surplus
was appropriated by the chiof in the form of ritual sacrificos,
as the chief azund uvltimately tho ing wverce tho koy agents of
ritual and cmcestor woxrcikzin ., Crimes azainst the sizte were
punished in thc form of lines, oxr oelse the wrongdoer tvas oenslaved,
thus reprocoenting & means of cppropriating surplus or acuuﬂulating
slave labour,

[fter iho initiel concuost of docal loading tlans, the:
43indi merried into tire dominont ‘ineages ond ostablished
the cuniofdon ba,e t the vilicges of the Latte o

Tie Hountaing .
Tound v1ll:geu/vh1cn riad boen sottled

oy
&L

sinc | 1760, Chashui sinco 1750, ' One of the Iz

p.

st
. ~r. . -~ . - - \ ~
ings, Ydmveri go ilpunbai (Uho ruied from 1815 to 1362}, followed

Bt

the samo principlo ond narried into Wiu most immortant iin

oxpansion noeriod.

£ ey et - e~ ? e RO T X dem L .- - TR —y?
ConTinuo, CITTIlZloN 0L S SUTel TTO NeCesSSTITE 1L QTeoT
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3

feuunmulato more surplus, The s T>2lus product -ios primerily in

¢

u
the form cif subsistonce goods 24! t¢ beor used to muintain tho
le’ bour forca nocessary fox majox. construction of the mozns of
production lilkoe irrigation dltches,_aﬁd 250 usod as sichange
for trado goods ; znd surplus xchan;é goodﬁ like livestocl
and tobacco and magic chiarms, Thaers ves initicllyg o limit to
tho amount of sSurplus to e exactod, given the lov level of
prodcutive forces and tho coﬁc ctc naturo of the form which
surpluﬁ'tpok. Tloments of patrlhrcb" relctions
whicﬁ'p:rsistcd in crticulztion Vlvh tho dominent foudal
relations zlso obsiructed full appropriation and ébmplete
oconomlc oune“" in by theo Tuling clan, :tondod reprocduction
tueroforo n“cog itoted exponsion of the territory undor Xilindi
convrol, therpby ipending the surmlus labour and the surplus
ah tho disposal of the stato.,

ianuf‘actuz;oc‘».vcommoc.l..ice 11rec_ J'hrougn intornational

trade beg&n to be on incroaulngly 1n00“thut component of the
natcrl a2l reproduction of the Zilindi stete., “Tho roglor""t“ade'
netvork 'xpandod toincorporate the immigront “q oo trﬂde*s

and coastal troders, aad. linlzod onto the ﬂy;ﬂ"e7l trado'n tvo*ks.
Ivofy b &zme an important commodltv of oxchcngo for imported -
lmarican or Indizn cloth, ond 1a vtox for f1~oh“r~ ond’ ammunition,
Ivory productidn expaided "0t ‘keop ‘up v1t tho'demanqs for manu-"
fa ctﬁrcd commodities, diverting su rplus labour from other
econonic activities lilke herding., “he iil;ngl clon nonopolised
tho nrodLColon and trade in ivery, but aftor the depletion of
local e¢enhhnu herds, ther reliod on coatrol of regional

trade routes to cxoct = ta: or hongo, ZZator sloves bocaoma

the cdominant foirm of ciicheonge vaiue, sloaves in erchar aange for the
firoarms nov necessary ta engoge in the 'production' of sloves
and tho control of +trade routes onad defensoe of the Mingdon

fron, slave rcéders. /s nonufactured cormocdities bocame over

rore ossentizl for tiwe reproduction of the tingdon, and production

N

oricented more and morc to internaotionar trade, o proces s of

H

prini*tive cccurmlation was begun whorob? thie foudel relcotions
of production vgre grocually domincted by copitalist relations

1
L1a

.,

o
of tho low of wvaliue,
Zenzibar Commercisl Zmoi

H
€]

Tho origins, later expansion and Tinol destruction of the

occurad viihin concdi
n

ck

ions nartly desormined byg

Mo BN

e
n of the llorilern initeriond of the Zangibar Zomm-~

s
13
"X

vory cind lator slaves
csed tremendously during

ting on over~groving demeond Tor the procuction

o
- $ - - U R L. E ~ e EA [ SN 1 3 L
0L LTODZT o slavaes Ain the omon 7 Lo wio Lhonmbes mountains fo

~

< the

ci-

SRV

the Usagoro nouniosins ond OaFond o Ugposo e Univronmiwans

1
f »roduction, rot through comcitest but rafthier through the operction



scnme time, devoelonments dthwindthe Zangidar CODEG“Clul Dap

o] pire
vere detorminod bz dovolopmonts within internationa l copital,

The structure of tio ¢

< . Ba L £ B
ote, & faodoration of Jooﬂ“Cue

chieldoms oving llegicnce to ihe liing, s too weolt To block
indivicdual chiofc fmomr tolting cdvonmiogo of tle possibvilitios
onening u» itk intermotional trads, llorzover, tho trade routos

passed bolowr tiie mountoins ol tlhie nicinc, througih tho chiefdom
of one oif Ximweri's irin, Sombojo, CSembojo doveloned zllionces
it coastol tradors, lizasei ocnd Barogupu varriors, Zigus and

ther intcerior iraders in oxdor to croato liis owm povor bosa

at o largos town near ‘orogie ot the foot of tiie nountains,
t'l

north of . the Poangani Vallae , zad by 1011 uos a large troading
centref vhero eichkange in ivorg ond slovos Tor metal wdire and
clothx was alroady hezxvy (Sneriff 1972y, Hin Iimweri's doath.
in 1862, tho intornal coniradictions ththin the Hilindi ruling
clan and tho state =5 o “lolo
kingdom, and nc
(Lo74).

Tho state could mo longer provide tlie militorg forco necessary
to mointain neace within i % donf to control Tobellious

chiefs or subject pcoplos, o ruliing clons fought zmeng

& b
tneng01vyu for control of ihie stote, The cdonnand for slovos

had initially been ot within e mingdonm By »lundoring 'alion!

3
ry
o,
(8%
ok ¢
1.
o
o
ot
[o]

i
groups which: were not subloct to ilindi rula, in i
' ccuired ithrough thz usuzl nrocesses
a2 oizzcontio
tho hired mcrcanarias vo roid Uhcomboo criefdoms o

3 v e ‘ .
1erobyr c*¢vlng (thoug: indircectl:r) thio arincipl

r  oattacking suoject nooples or the state, /(Fteor Yinuori's
decth, hoiwever, ond the brecizdo-m of ceontrzl rule, chiefdom
roided ciieldom for slaves,. Tt i said *:at somen ot this time
could not go to form ilthout armed oscoris (Felozman 1974 177),
L
[%

no absoluve necossitz

cu
noved to isoln%toed omd romoto nountain ridges nd pul stocliades
for cofonse., OSubject peozrlos il thie Dondei tooik advoniogo
of tho situstion to bhrew: auvey from Nilindi ule ond reostablish

conseqliencas arose vhwerewar o Yillogo o whle to isolato

cnd defond itself, so long s it could i ecconomically

It ic incorToct %o orgue thot thit chieds =t this timo no
tonger "caxcd JToxr Uty welforo of common Deople in thelr owm
barzitorizs? (?:i::m:: o7l 259, This fs fh> subdoctivae lovel
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o wnderstonding thich Pormontes much of Toiormianlts 2eter

i
He

o

i
based a5 it is on oral dstories spolen by pairiarchs or olg

former members of tihe Tuling clen, DProcuction of conmnoditias
for Internatioral trade 22d cortoinlyg Teplaced Hroduction of

surplus goods Tor regiona tnd local exnchaor ange, and tribute

was no longor the dominant decnanlsm of gurnlus appronriation

for tire ruling c*uru.“ LYt some tinmo, tho re¥al clons doepended

upon ““c logalty of sub*ect _Llno:‘_geu to Jo;n nilitexry ezpoditions

for slcve raidiag h"d fox Qe;o“se, and gecoqdhr11y for provision

Fal A 3

cence and surplug, e oucenuion &ppears to be Somboja

.

']

| A

suvsis
w0 relied on dorcenari:s, but ovon theg aacd to be fed on the
basis of suwrplus Production sited at tho lovol of the local
homestoads,

Contraﬂiction: 2lroady dovaloning within tho Iringdom wdm
heightened in the 287015 end 1330's, due vo the decline of

the Zangibor Comnorciol Emplre ir 1370 ana 1073, Denands foxr

ivory and slzves foir drast;cal?y, and’ thotteprigos. og woll,
c’\

partly due to StrgEgles boticen Ingli j?iﬁq Z;nzlbar fuleru
over control of the Indion Ocean tracde, and Partly duc to

the effects on international trade of the imerican Civil."ar
(see Sherifye i971). it the sane tinme, monufactured comnodltlcg
secured through long distance trace lilzo’ guns and cloth were
absolutely necossary moancs of Production for the IIi lindi state,

“he nocossary rosnonse to such moalzet conultlonu was

<" lobour intensification vith rospoet to g pProduction of
claveos ond Secondorily ivory. This 2lso noant even nore diversion

o labour from Procduclion of basic Subsistence goads ana the
oluto locs of Surplus laobour shirough the ofTects of the
e, The dominnnce of Teudal rolationg of production
cd by cona@radictions inhaeront to thase relations
thems ~lves znd theix articulation witn siave and pihploiaommunity
relations, in conditiong increasingly detominod by capitalist

commodity relations,

Lo L2TICULLDION CF PSUDLT, ., omirs JID PATRLLCHT
OF 5.CoUCTTon

co s DELITICIIS

The Torm of appropricztion of surplug, tribute, shouid not
biind us to the foudc: - ‘Tolations of rorocuction vhich were under-
lying, @Zeiormon ergues thwnt during tho 0=Ti¥ poriod of sicfe

n 5 '

eipansion tribute was tho hosg

Telations, on or:or nicce DY many 21alyces of /fwmiesn So
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formations , including my own (Brydeson > ond Mbilinyi 1978,
ITbi linyi 1979, Ballard 197C anmd lustafe 1975 ﬂre gomo’ oxemplas),
The proo;on with this conceptualiscatioz is that it tond not

to problomatlz; the

Mo

elations beuvoen tho direct 1::.bourer..,

tlie non-lobourers or ruling cl.sg; nd o o means of nroduction,

. form | .
olely plzced on tho - in whiclh surplus is

H
3
[5)
ot
[
2]
[V
[.J)
o
Q
[
,J-
4]
4]

A1

clion 401 it lu DT oaucoc and the relations

of appropriction, Ac uema1le hau nofed (z

979), < similazr

pProblem arlisas iion GTQCO.lSJCQQCQPtuallSOd o5 the bosis of
surplus gemoration, . Ourpluc.is producod in the sphore of:
production not cxchinge, cnd:it.is tho relations of procduction
o+
(%

thenselves “hicih rocuire iavaes on,. though not to.the

i
oxzclusior of reiatdns within ithe snkero of circulation, The
rocent work of Guy (1978} ~nd Lom

e
of the izind of concroie wixl specific cnalwygic called for,
n

s already 1otud, tnhe lilindi claon owmed all the land

and other basic mezns of production in vihio singdon, Lll{:ubjects

4

vore oblignted to provide surplus lobour to tihie locoi chief in

order to produce subsistence goods Jor tho chiefjs ostablishment
andﬂgurplus goeds Tor mclr nonce 08 the cikiof and for eixchonge.

PR : .
;oca;'ch;ofs in turn voro obliigatod to provide surplus labour
undér their control ond surpius produce to the Vegho-boased king-
dom.

-~ o~ ALy

oir O0f Toucsl rulotions ol production,and

£ uction cxnd tho patri““chy.‘;'.fhrolations
underlying thic npatrilineage orgomisation determinod thwoe Qigtri-

buticn of mezns of preoduction and the distribuiion of indiwviduals
n

or gIoups i:to ¢ifforent categoricec of ocononmic cgents, €]

i

ol

comple:: communl*" relations ere subswnod within this articulation

process, The difforent modes of production {or olements of

‘modes of production} establislied conditions of oristence for

cach other. Dzrt of ko couse of ithie internmal contradictiions
tithin the kingdom was due to Ho reosistcocnco @ - cof  thé:potri-
archy © reliztions of production to the dominant

feudal relotions of u_OLLC"“OR

Yomen were responsivle lor producing tho bosic subsistence

reculremonts, of sho homesiond, ITurnlus lobour of tho women thus
- potTicreis
Treed ithe A/to engego in  non-productive activitios 1lil:

aé
itigoticn ond ritucl o well s in wthe production of surplug
or exchange such os livestocl:y, ivory cnd slavas(soo .denn 1978
o those lines, vasced on very uvell documented
tha'role of wromen in e procuction

— T S -
surzius lobour, o5 rell os

of surplus and mcintenziice o

e
§]
9]

veing surpluc lobour s well, ompictielz ignored LY Feiermon,
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15 i (%o
~he problem Aith Feierman's analys clozror,

Feierenzn rofcrs to the breaiidowm of tho former "“community

6 b
(&1
. H
. &)
7]
o]
-t
2

&7 interest" beoon chiofc end subjocts duc to tho slave trzde,
as noted.in tho sectionzbove, To oxplain tho apperont loss

of chiofly intorest, it ic necessoxy to eromine o tr_rgform;-
tion oZ relations ick occured zs prodﬁction of commoditiies
for interncational tredo bocone incrcasingl? impor%ant Tur tho
reproduction of the itingdorm, Bofore, surpiuc product was

based on the appropriction of surplus labour of subjects
directly ond indirectly, The slave trade tr anuforvoc these
relations, Tho producér himgol* becane tzo comnod*ty. ”he

apparon v
undorlving Telxztions ver o/thmt of chief and subjoct, but

undor feudel relations it was iz the chief's (ling's) intorest

to maintﬂ'\ lair ond order, to ensure conditionc éonducivé to

surplus ox (duc*:.o and appropriation dthin tho 1f.iﬁ,3~dor:1.

Procduction of sloves demonded tho plunder ond sale of the prodﬁcers.
Chiefdom plundercd chiaefdom, ot zn evor accoleratirg rato,’

in ordor to moot tio ever groving demands for more surplus to
exzchengo for the firearnms tné other commocities neecod to

maintain the state, OSuch aiphbnomcnon ol oot cing of one'ce

s5alf' contributed to thre destruction of tho'Shambaa lzingdon,
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V. 38 SLICIATD o TED COMONILY, CTIos
Tho dostruc;lon of tho foudal modo of production in *he

Shambaz kingdom has been shoim toz be relnted to tho procoss

of penotration of merciant copital in o narticular form, The
Hilindi’ stato bocame incroasingl- donendent on monufactured commo-
cities securca through intermational tracdo and on Production

of cormmoditics for tha Somie maricet, Uncor 402 opcration of tho
lawv of value, foudal reiations of pfoduction could no longer be
roproducod wder tho historical natorial conéitions incroasingly
determinad by marchont ¢ capital penatration, ThcAprocoss of
primitive cccumulzntion vhich thus unfoldec “led to " .- rogistance
wnd class struggle boviroon tho T'uJ.l"zz'; class of the foudal node

of production tno Xilindi c‘_h) oand merciont capital, Ximweri's

attempt to maintan a form of zppropriz :tion bosed on Iribute

in dofionce orf grouving copendonce on - .oduction of commoditios
for e:xchango tAith m_nufacturoa cor odities iilustrates

such resistance,

Tﬁ% creation of the coTOnial_st;te bzclied us by the force
of its grny est blished conditions for tihhc dominconce of capitelist
re;%ions of procduction later, The Gernon arny entered the Sheme
baz azrez in the 1880's ond qQueiled tho wars, In 1895, the king
of Vugha ias hung for rmrdoring the zdulterer of one of his
wives, symbpolic of the destruction of the 0ld socicl relations
and the dominznce of the nou b*cked by the repre
of the colonizl s bate,

The lilindi clan beccre allies of the colonizl stote
and acted as zgents of incdi-cct Tule e former nmateriz
basis of their Douer vas acstroyed,
the tributo,

/
controied and co

&5 & monthly stipend replaced
¢ the same timo, howevar, the 'native authoritiog!
dinated th sup? 1y of laobour ncecded by settler

o
farms aond plantotions (Sender ;974) ond 2lso had control of the

P

llocation of lond callecd 'holdings in treust! found unaliencted
and unused or fallov at the time of colonici ruic, Regular
nonthly stipends plus thoir privileged position regarding to
land and other servicos nrovided tihwo former ruling clan ond its
cgents with a basis of accumuiaticn, Soih Conder (197L) £nd
Schonrneicr (1 found 51;0;010 differontiction in 1o nd holdings

A
S75,
where the largest lond owmers were eltlor mombors of tha feudal
C

ruling clan oxr 2lce estodliched themsalives through vege labour,
The lorgest load-owners -iso dominase 4ho procuction of taa,
i z i 2

ck: ig tio most immortrnt cash CIron; o the most livestocky
t the most hired ~abour§ and have had cccess to tho nost
Jo Thia sorie sirotum of rich

i> pocitions inthe vjorine villago

i ositions zre mo nipulz tad



[
[oh]

4o

in order to accumuicte rmore capitcl in the form'of’rﬁﬁtri

}J-

(2]

v o

~ ot
F 0

land holdings, credit ond othier rosourcas soo ldil 13}
for furtlior documontation of similear trends slsouk:
'Horé wo ‘seo tho inte-relztioncizip botyeon.old ond
colonizl state mzninulotocd. Toudal reltions to convroe

conguerod poonles of sl Jhomboo, amd  olonents of the

foudal ruling clon in turn moninulated thedir subeddinzte position

Q
<
O

within tho colonizl state apporatus to accumlcto copital,
Thoir Tormer fominant nosition has baoun roprocduced up to the
precont,

This procoss of cccumulcoition of lond and other rosourcos
by colonial siat. functioncrios must be soi in the contoxt of
growihg land shqrtago. IZrtreno lond :hortagos.ﬁo—o notod by'l913
(Feiczmon 197h4), wnd rcqultqd‘f Tom .kond oz vrop;ihtlon by sott’ers

and the colominl gtate;j {rom tho croction of tho chiofs! holding¢

we

s

from tkoe growing prossuro to oxjhnd acroago in ordor to produco
¢ash as well as subsistonco crops., It s ncccssmry to grow-cash

crops irn ordor to poy toxos, hlcg hed boconu o nccesshry

ﬂspoct of the Tecprodustion of zbour pCJor uncor colonihl rulo,
[ ) .

*sh/noc::s_r" to poy taxos ond to acguire menu? ctu¢ou cormmodities
oand foodstuffs, The colonlal stato tried to control tiio old-

trado nﬂtWo*ks cnad do auay vith ba=tor trado, thereby strongthen-
ing tire conditions whichk necessitoted the :cquisition of cash.”

Czsh could bo obtcinod tiiroud: cosiz crop Droductloﬁ, tho szle of

4

LiVOutOC& or the cxichange of lobour pover in vago lﬂbour on

ezrby “ottlor farms, Zowevor, livestock oo ugu_l’y held on to

o]

as a form of socurity in coso of famine and oo surplug for oichango,

o

-
and the corditions of woge lshour were 5o 2tis fhcuory that
only landlcss or impoverisiiodd ~youtlis and others wers willing
to pcrficipate

‘ 'ﬂdgo labour did rodrosent o means of accumulatiﬁé the
cash néEqssury to purczmace land indo:endcntly of one's linezge,and
to cculig'q:ttlo cnid tho cach increosingly demandad os marriage

: “roung nen Mo doriicinoted in wage lcbour out of

c
nocessity wero oblo to freoo thenselves Sfrom lobour Service To
2

the potriardy roltions of the pririlinoagea. Jomonl c2lso resisiod
the socizcl —elaotions underliing ithweo nastrilinoago orgczisction

by soeling wage iobour, by migroting te
o c

or gsone otlhior maons

stoations ., These routes of roesict
I.s cosh onﬁ“ocuCulor ox wsttle, coffze, tobacco and
.an er...le N
grocn vegotoblesy strugziosc cmergoed botiueon homestond Po*cu

‘and their uwives over cdlocation of lond onid lobour sdthin the

homestoed, Too uvncllocotod Load oi ©thie tushand was roserved -for
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o]

ash crop productiion g onco it was for tobiccoy - znd the procuct
was coatrolled by Lkim, ‘tomex wero forceod *o oxrl en these farms
a5 wall oo thoir owm subsistence plots, but thoy Tesisted thoir

1gbour being used in this wey, Jineas 1195k} roporis ihat in 1957

J
)

‘hoads vould mot ailow thaix wvives to Zant cucit CTODRI indepondently,

end wives in tusm 'shosrod! no intorost in caslk cro® nroduction

ancd opnosod the uso of lmnd Tor tixit purpose o5 well oS thoir om
1ebour. lien wore forced to "Ioll baclz upon their rights to
cormand obodionca" (Iinans 156L4:45), Clecriy fomalo lacl: of

intorost wos o consccuonco ol tho vy in which their durplus
labouxr was cxploited at the nomestend lovel by tho homectocd
nicads,

~

Ls lond tooll om & nou valuc vmdor the groiing domincance of
capnitalist rﬂ‘$t101g, ﬁcads besan to rofuseo to tilocote cdocuata
1and to wives on uvhicli to produco subsistenco cro3s o5 well,
ond 4o sons upon wizich to astablish thoir owa homostoads,

Tho planting of coff5e t=o0ss5 increcsad tho valuo of o0 lond
ond the rasistonco of the ko~ a5 %o allocate it, The baro oinicun
essential fo} »rovision of subsistonco food macds LS zllocatocd
to ‘tho vives, - Such struggles ov7ar 1and use rithin tho homestoad
combined with grovwing 1and saortoge in tho -orec to forco iha;

v

.woung . mon to pioncer new lond oxr cSoelt VLSO 1zbour, .olrcady 1oton

abovo.

1o wizdciz lcd'"e the Tursher

i of the nrolucors ratiior tlxcn the uso

isction cond modomm form DT ticoe oo =z boois for incroased

production. Icoour intenoili
under conditions of lond o s
in the 'lilzlo Rehzbilitation somomo! in 19456 to countorcct soil
crosion and to increcs food production os well &5 improved lend
uce end. the nroduction of simttio as o casll crop. iho schane
wes rasisted, mainly beciusa mOTS iabous timo was requirod to qo
tho oxtra teprecing wnd Lo moke conbour iredges, ithout any
cortcinty of rousd, Teoving lond fallotr uts also 1mpossiblo
cduc to land shortoge cnd tho grouring impulse to produce for ccsh.
The colonicl soata S not in o position to exnforce sucl: measuros

anc the ilinci ~gen®ts no longer M~c' o bosis of local pover to

do so., Imdoed, thoirx iconsification 1dth force tc iaplemenv
the riccsures of tho sclionc Tac %o so much rosistonce tham

e /rticulotiorr o Dagriorcy onG temitnliist leln ~tions of Produc—

tion

~s1e domincpcs of thid DRUTLLITC cind, lom2ctend el over cosh
crop produsiicn Silo W ogicn it tho ~rorrinz dependenc O
coolh Too the moinmventiioc ol Sliz momastcuil iz rolated to o
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to worix on tho villogo farm in thoeir piaco, and that the women
de so roluctzntly becouse it is the male l:onCs vho will

dotermine in tho ond the distribution of Hrocoeods from such

lebou~, #s one villoge women noited {not in Shambazn but in
{
o villago of Dodome}, "IS I con't go, I [i.eo. the homestoad/

will be finod, If I go to My hushond ond osle for the fino
(shs 1G), he will toll meo, I don't havo the noner, why didn't
vou go to wori? “act can o cdo? o go.™ {badsod onrintorvidus
withivillage. women during the CCT Voricshop on Inplementotion,
Dodona 1970)., Horo we sec tho way in vhich coﬂt_hdlctlons
are energing.vhich are rootod in tho old patrlarchy rolations
and whichy *“o‘onoosite to tho icoological cims of the ujeman
villagoe progrommo in ovezy rospoct, A et
It viliogo baragas, tae voices of womon cnd youth are not

heard, vhethoer it is diccussion of what to produco, how to
produco it, vhat to cdo itk the proceeds, This is co cospite

-

tho major contribution their Iobour malzes to such cctivitioes.

-

Surnlus nroduced in vilicge production acitivites is controlled

by the locdorshin, ond usually is investod in commerciai activities
like showms ond traoncport © vohiclos which.bocomo moons

of futthor cnrichmant of tho scme leadors nil rqo.gftcn.'

: Fal

Zven vhen a villago is able to rotaoin possossion of such onter-
prises, alternative anc more productive uses of su:plus cou’d

havo beer found., Intercsting crougha, it is the women vho soom

the most willing ond enthucicctic obout such uses, ‘omen crgue

i
that thoy would useo the village surplus to i brolzen milling

-

nachinoes (theroby Trceing their labour from tho arduous chore
of hond pounding to cngoge in moro nroductive Uork); to fix
tho countlecs numbor of broken wator pumdS (cgein, thereby
freeing vonoen's wrorl) ' '

Under such conditions, wvomen izck any moterizl incentivo to
increaso tho produciion of crops ox othcr nroducts, be it on
village ox private foams, 10 orgondsation of women's coonpor-
ative oconomic activitioes ihioroby resources could be Jointly
pooled is i obvious solution to many aspocts of the problom,
Unfortunatolsy, un to now imalsls wives tend to Conincte such
develonments, partly beectuse they 2ro the oniy jomon :blé to
socure odecuctoe copital to engoge in cormorcizl cctivities
thonmsolvas, OSuclh: endaavours frocuently collapse uwider accusa-
tions of misallo.ation of funds or othier resourcecs, roevealing
the undorlying socicl relations and thio nececcoryy tensions
vhich emorge. lleithor Sondor (1974} nor Schdnmeicr (1977)
focusod specifically on ihwe devolonnent of woinen ccvivitices,
but it ic voccible to generalise from findinsgs elcoiiero

S

14 - - < rors mvp! TV, -
\Sor crcmple, ceo ldyenoe  1DYL fnG Sader &



Jlemeonts of patriarchy relations continue to be reprocduced

t
and contribute %o tizo onprascion of women and of youth, - Ulti-
s ocd is oxploited by capitolist
relations, but tho intermediazy-lilto pocition of tho homostend
hood neltos him coapear to bo tlie cgent of exp101tation. Yonco,
the patricrchy relations.cro ono basif for b gonozation ond
appronriction of surplus wiiclh is ultimately aopropricted in
the forn of suiplus velue by copltal, At the sono tiﬁe, theso
rolotinns divido tiie peassnts omong thomselves, not only men

and womon, but also young ond old,

VI, THZT IIISTCLICLT, DZVRICTLIIT CF OTNUGGLIC OVIR GEDER

Tho idoological function of concepts lilke linecage should
now be cloar, It is importont to analyso such coneoats crztlchIVL
‘in awvaroness of thoir roio in mystifying e: 3101thu1ve hnd oopros-
sive relations wihich.undoriie thenm, Broduction based on
exploitction ond domination rocuires both roprossive and ideolo-
gicol cpnaratuses to coatributo to the reproduction of its
conditiohs of #mistonco , Ilere it 411 be argucd_that; ‘tho
ideologias cbout fcnalo inferiority hove their matorlzel basis
in gencder felationu of GTULOLLO ion and/or opprossibn, and

ts of the patrizrchy relations

that these gender relations are asnec
underlying the patrilincogo orgomiscation, Slenonts of htheseto
o)

relations have nersictac

T up to th

preccding sections, It is correct to arzuc taat tho primary.
siruggle of wonen for liberation must be uvaged to destroy

the maSeriazl bosis. of opprescion, i.c, to destroy vestiges of

.

patriarchy reltions along vith copitalist rolations wvhich

articulage in sucl: & way as to emploit and subordinate vonen,

|2

[t the some time, struggles must take placo in the roalnm of

ideology. Idoologiczl coastructs cofine norsmoters of behavour
c

L
for cdifferent socicl cobtogories, Ideological apparatusos
n

heove been importont i ontrolling the lobour of -voren in

prccapit:list ond cenitalist social famations,
e have alre:‘.cl;r cnalysed the way in thich vomen's wvork

uas ObJGCtl"“1j devzlued, with the dovelopnment of commodity
production during tle onpansion of the Iilindi state cnad

i~ter under colonicl rule. Cne immedicte resuit woc tho
idoological devzluction o vonren's w03z, fdelr uns c:ztended

to the ontire being of the -joman, The outcomo is illus rated

by the stztement below mede by & male npotriarch to Feiorman (:972):

Tho mon has to Qo it disturbances, Ile s nony worrios.
£ wonion thinlcs oniy acbout going to ier farm ond cooliing,

,

/. man can go {rom here to liochi, just becouso e is worriod,
Zvery oy has & nou probien, i- vwonon only coolls She cen

.
say, 'I have nothing vo coolzt or 'Z haove no relich!,
But it is o mon's placo to consicer My she lics nono,
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0F couwsa, & woman dees not only cooiz, cnd cooliing in cny
cese ropomosonts tiw mocessaTry lcobour e have alronay discussed,

b}

The following coscription of a woman's day, dated 1926 but
jals! ;llolinb presont doy weports in tho Shorbos o5 olse

in Tenyonic, reminds us of the repetitivae, ‘—uagcrous

a
arv nature of women's wori in’ production, It

[
0
i)
N
'1
0
)
g
H
f
u
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o

from tho originzl {Focrse 193X : 13),

5:30 @.m, tae wifc is up, feods the bopy snd pruts hor/him
on hor bac:k ond goos to o Tiver or spring to gat uater

for the Az, Gho corrias the woter im o lorgo carihivare
3

(S}
pot on l1er hoad, togstiar wiih o gourd dippar,

¢

[fter returming to the hougs ond cova

ag the wotor, she
“gvoeds out thie house wvith her-cel ldecr- '

5

Tuo or threo days & iedil, she wust go to the forost a hald
hour vellt muay to got fireuood, Ghe cuts dowu tho branches,
binds tltem in bundlos, and cartios baciz A load un to 70 pounds
witii thoe baby oll tixo tine on kor Dbaciz, .

0 - .

The wood is stacized by her undor the eaves of tiwe nhut,

Other doys or loter in tho somo deoyy clie :cos-to vorlt on
the farn,

‘Gometine in the aftermoon she rust rotumm to bezin propax-
ing she evening meal, This involves fromoval of the o
grain from the cob, the husiiing nd sifting of tho chaff,

s
sizing
the sctuzl pounding inte fine {lour, and tho careful cookln@
and stirring in the great © ont wero cooling rot over.

the Tirec,'

Q

jence, the old aan's ideas of what vouen co only in part reflat

the objective devaluntion of tomon's oz, It clco is &n active
distortion of the contribution uiick monen 2aize, oimilar proc
of devaluaiion cnd distorticn cre rovealed in the following
lconmnots! attributed to vomen b molz onc femclo pex sants.situated
in different'fegio:s of Tr-oavonia (Hbilinyi l972)=

“loren connovt

bo of fusircze banofit to porents or feomilies
be &5 indelligent s mex
cssume najor responcibilities

be as strong as nen

be cgual to men

be reliechle

conceontrote on thiniking

bo of vcoiue
‘le connot morely dismiss such idocoo. Ta %ihie conte:izt of oloments
of moiriarchy relotions tfich emisy today, sons do have oblige
tions to their ecxtonded femilies that doughtoTs co not havo,
and thov have =zccoess Lo the motoris meens wcessary to fullill
those obligotions. ‘omeon haove oblign tions to thoe Tomilyg of

3 €

thoir husbaond, and therofore are o tio55! to thoir owm famiiioc
nce thoy rorTy ' worion do not owm tizz mecis of produc—
o oy Ve If 1 t m tho 5 of produc

tion nor the nrocceds of their oum icbhour cnd tiot of thoir

childron , thoy cocnnot possibly cscuro tmejor rocponsibilitiest
suchh o During lend, o vToctor, euoc, b This SRR tinz,
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thesce idaologios logitinmiso the prornctuntion of woner's dispocgsosoion
within homestozd production, tiioy have an active function whiich -
must be chailergoed togetior with their motoriol besis,  Ono of
the first steps to be talton is %o coafront the Talso conscious—

ness of women peaszats themselves, i instruct heir doughter

in nunl’lty, Cocility, passivity, sorvice anc subordination
to thoir fatlhors and o;ou“efg, their futuro husbonds and his
kin, . Gi "is . locrn that tnelr rmaterial ewistence depends- on
attachmont to o mala prov;cer, vindich is o velid refliociion of
the real relations botwgen honestead hoads and vives,

“he violenco with vhich theo rTolcs of wonmen has been distorted
and dovh_uad is symptommtic BC two things tho .significance -
of male dominhtlon for Ssocial reproduction withyin the contex
of p;rticulgr social roltions ot o zorticulor noint of“time;;m;g
and‘pgg struggles and resistonce of women zgainst .maloe dominatién
and fomale subordination,

The Shoembaza myth of Chetrtc, 2 mytlk of 6rigin, o“eno_¢rlos
ideo;ogibp of male domination, . hccorclnu to one vorulon of the
myth, -Shetts conquered tho formor female chlc.,_BanuJe, .id to
bo a2 'murderous! womcn, by using nis oxpandable ond Slorious.
penis'to Dpenoeteate and then sicwor her to da=z t1'during'spxual
intoer course....lcecording to the other less lively version, he . _
conguorod Bangue by first satisfying hoer sermually, hich led to
the .desire of her vomon followors for the sario sqxual.relatiohq

vith him, DBangve refuses to sharo hlm, cnd the otheruwomog roact
by maling Shemta thoir chicf. o potriarch. informents e:zplain
that this oyth exploins the origins of the patria:cL' relatiéhs
of malo dominonce (Feierman 1974), ,

The -theme of msle domincnce also mmiscos in the myth of Eﬁogha,
the myth of origin of tho Zilindi Mingdom, /. serios of dyadic_;
rcl“*lono in maytk oro ostablischod to dis tln"ul 1 bevwvoeen llbegha,
symbolic of tha Zilindi ruling clan, and “tho subjects of feudal
rule, callod the Chombac in caneral.. His zconguest of tha Chaonbeaa

is chorcctorised in tais smy, thot ho 'nodo thern 211 women!,

ilo is strong, they oro weal:, lilie men %o vonien, Ilo <rcs ‘hunter,

a
they cultivators, o provided moat,‘thoy sm*rc".‘ £11 of theseo
refloct the technical seruci division of lcbour an; the underlying
patricrchy —eliions of pr odﬁction,

Tenale lesistonce

The veiicmonco with which the suborcination of tomen is
insistod upor by such mytas cnd iceological distortions cctuclly
revozals tho roality of female rosistonco to omoross

or,

; T

Y

exploitation on the bosis of gend

~

heve cchioved neorticulor sc

feu

i
Zuch idaologios must
ienczy cduring the later p

decline of .tliia ilindi ot

)
[

2o cnd thie osteblis

4
<

colonizal shkote, Tho aroding of the motorizl boces fo— nrocadi-
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talist relations weslzenod o povor of mele elders (patriarchs
oncd homestead hoods) vis—c-vis vomen and youth, “Tho outecries
during the colonizl soriod abousd o groiing indopendonce ond
*laclk of rospect! of womon, ond thoir groving immorality (1),
mist bo ploced in this contont, . lorcovor, wvomon weme 'running
cuay! from oppression. iission stoiions were ono avenue of
escape for women wlo rojectod = proviously arrangec betrothal
or wonted to leave on unplozscnt A Treigo situation, Tho missions
vere sympathetic to suck potentiol convertis ond proviced then
nith education ond evon wogo lobour cs an cltormative mecns of
subsistenco, ‘lomem also migrated to urben contros to seek P fa¥ce
labour or eise, noreo frecuently, potiy trade, beer browing,
prostitution, The lator activities wore of fton thoe only alternaztivos
Given somon!s unequcl accoss to educotion ond cmploygers'! prafor-
enco for hiring mele lobour (Brycoson and libilinyi 1978)., .
These were zlternctives to deponcoency on homostoad hoads v chr
evolved after tho devolooment. of capitalist socicl rolations,
hat of rasistance during ecarlier periodst T heove cona
across reforences to tio Tosponsos, rofering to ‘thio period of
docline of the Iilindi stote, Tlomen tore said to be Seizged by
alien spirits, which coused them to "yont to oat their own
bobies" (Feiermen 197k: 201)» This possossion was related to
the anxiotics aroused by the dengers of tLu crave traode and the
rocl possibility of beinz soized along with one's childreon,

The other nhenoumensz is 'coolting not suicide!, Prognant
women cursed their sons or thoir brothers og thoy broke their
cooking pots, and died shortly thereafter, In fact, womon freq-
uently noisoned themselves snd thoir Joungest children, tho
children being unabdo to cope alone vithiout the motherds care,

L)

Such dooths and the cumso ‘itscif vore beleived to lead to nmore

Pal '|

decths in the lincage itsell, ond lineages trioed to avoid such
suicides by protecting the interests of the vonen involvad, .
JJomen could thorefora noninulate tho throot of suicide os a way
of bettaing their-conditions. Cloarly -jomen turnod .to- suicido

as a last resoxrt, ofter being mistrocted by tho .husbzoad wvitkout
eny protoction from hor owm rolatives, [g Feiderman points out,
it was the last rosort of an individuzl in o holpless Hosition
within the potricrchy relations {1972), “Toung men with ﬁgmi;pg:-
ing fatlhiers clco commited suicice, by hanging thonselvos wihich

wns olso believed to spoil thoe lingego ond cousce more dc:ths,
L.

Probably the problen was not a cominooring attitude but rather

tho patriarch's rcfusal to zilocoto mosns of procucsion to the

The pothos emibitod bv such cetions ro

cdicddry situction womon hove bron ploced in, not oni- in tho



past but: clso in tiie mresent, The dovelopment of commoditisction
in peasent vproduction znd the altornativaos of wage lobour repre-’
sont possivilitics Tor individusl wmamon %o Ffreo Lhicmsalvos

from thoir 'boncnge! to nalSricrelyy melaotionc, T tho prosent
epoch of mo:oéoly crpitolism,hovever, the Tongonian cconomy

is not dowveloping thwe basis for canical’ cccunulation nocessary
to expand industrics ond ©iereb <

opportunities , At thoe sane timo the sitate Nos not confronted
the is
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zrcny reictions,
d cervain oy aspoects,

and the iecgol siystonm hoco actually ontroncho
For oxamplo, 3customar"' 12ir 15 reliccd unon to dzcide cllocation
of chilldren =t the time of divorcs or wicdowlzoed, wiich in prac-

tico has meant in the mojority of caces thot children ara handed

over by the courts to their fathers

tt or potorncl kin in tho coso
of death of the rather, Inhoeritance of sHronorty csain roflocts’

patrizrchy relations, znd polvgomy is legitinifed zo long as
the firstiwife apgroees to Ler hushand's voliing ﬁnotnpr wife,
Jomen face o funcomental incocurity within their owm DOHNu;
21thouch an'incre151ﬂ5 number arc roacting by rojocting

.

legal marrioge bacod on potricrchy, otlers are caught in tho

R | )
wob of concern ond responsibility Tor their chiidron's .wolfaro,
//The citernativec onen to pocsant yomen cre fow.and Aill roemcin

so until tihe ujomon villaoge woliicy its
P T

c Q e

There ore other government noliciocs thich arc Dotentially prograss
sive in establiching nccossox i

d women's struggies and tiic strupsgles for cociclismj, Those
incluce the croction of villaoge-le

with regionol ond notional

. . \
structure (on sopor) o

provicion of prcductive inputc inciudizs humon resources of
oxpertise to cnhicnice lcbour nncd lond arocductivisy within
villagelzgriculture, Tho canger lices in laciz of clafity about
the cbsolute! necossi of ovrgonisation cnd strur§%e to
ensures ‘that women arc.not overloolted, ox worse yot, ~re!actually

exploited ond ondressed aven moro

IFOOTIIOTES
1 . .

This i3 = revisod version of o »apor originall’y aresontad to
& joint listory/Cociology Somincr, University of Sar os Salcom,
Februcry 1979, ~ho rovision ins hoon zuided by criticil comments

ané suggestions received from conlo.~ug: ‘rcl'din' tlwa.students
ZIS 10C, ond noxticularly those ol "“nal Iusto
Lomellic,
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20, . e . .
it is wortnwvllo merc to briofly dofince cone of thwe ley concepts
uso

@ in tho »aper., liocde of producdion refors to tho combination
of iasbourcrs, non-lcobourers oad thic mesns ef production, their
combination determinoed by Hkxe relotions of production articulated
writh the forces of nroduction, Syurnlus lcbour is tho genereal
form in uhich suzpl ius is ~?3TDT1utOL in =il modes of production,
even in cimsslecs modos, The reltions of production dofine
o specific Torm ol hhgropri .tion of curplus luobour according
to a relction of »roperty, contral being owmorship and controil
of the mezns of D"oduc* onn and the product »f labour, Tho
relations of =roduction determine the socicl division of labour,
vhorees tho Torcos of production detormino the tochnical division
of laobouxr over twhich, the relations of p“ocqcthu 2ry dominznt,

L social formation is & morc conplox: concept of vaat is generally
referred to as o society, ond refers to thu articulstion of =
doninent mode of procduction with othor modos or eloments of
nodes of production, vhichh is conceoptucnliscd idth referenco

to production, ideolozgy end nelitics, Thouo concepntuclisetions
have boen drawvn diroctly from koss 1973,
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