
I-12~ CI-'IITC-[I.IG POSITIG-II OP :!Ol.-I.T Ml PTAI4I-T- CCODI2" PRTO.DUC-TIOrI: 
CLS2 OF TT.2 SIL. iI TGDOI.-I 

ITrjorie I~biiin-ri 
University of Dar as Salaami 

Paper to be prosonted Onto th3 ZYrnPOOiiur-in Lfrica, Ipril 29 lIlhy 
-lorian r-nd :TIorlcto 1, 1979, Universit-I of Illinojo


at Urban-Canpa-in.
 

CY~f CL)(2'i~(j - J~ ( ~ ]( 

http:CI-'IITC-[I.IG


I1 P~iLCLi'2 CCm:cDITy""-TIO"T:7" 

3?Cr L:I. i.j.Y . :CDUlZ-Oi:! 

i"arjo nie lini 

I. T T.ODUC.I OIf 

The question of women's role' in pe.sant production is 
receiving increasig ttention in the 1970's in L-frica and 

the 'third world ',.in general. The pr±imacr role of women in the 
production of food subsistence crcs in most Lfrican_ cultivating 

societies has boon carxl; documontod, as well as the exploitative 

nosition women find 'themselvos iii when producing industrial cash 
crops under the management and control of the husband end house­

*1 

hold head° 

_'InY nalsas s top herj at a descri-tion of the oppressive 
conditions of women in peacant rroduction
 t which does not.e;zplain
 

the u-ndorLing causos of these conditions. Corresponding recomenda­

tions for Iaction to bottorl women's position tend to be reformist, 

calling for such measures as increased education c_nd training* 

on the one hand, and increased vaccost to proeuction thainputs on 

other, so that women become more actively and productively involved 
in cash crop oroductio ' 975' 'fe . ":... to 

Such proposals are conditioned by th0 underlinG social relations 

which limit th_ degree of control wormen have over the moezi's of 
production and the product of their labour, vaid have led to 

consouences .- ich 3r actucll more rather than less e:zploita­
tive and oppressive for romen, so long as thop ae dependent 

household wives. 'he contrac.ictory conseuences of capitalist 

development have also :-_ovido& alter-nativeos to being 

dependent :rives the of linea.go socialunder dominmce relations 

and many ;omen hove and 0resoiving those alter-natives. 

.1e must go be~ond t:he dosci-)Live 7.ave2 in our an.lgsis 

in order to adecuate!?" understarnd th mterial basis of women's 

oppression and e.loitation. ,.n e:.--2zator; th7eoretical framework 

is resuited which correctly 'oez- tho :,uestion of women in the 
conte:t of the concrete histc-iceal :-t-.i- conditions in which 

women peassits engage in production. Undrzstanding the changing 

naturo of peasant -production Cwell 7s 'women's specific, role in 
it recuires specific and concrete an--sis of tho w.y in which 
eloments o f pecaitAist re'.ions nd -:orcos of pLnoduction have 
bc-en t-ansformed --ith t--. dovolo'micn t ca lis" commoditg 

production. Cn the b1si" sf cozc.-x.: . of specific 
proca- italis scifal form.tions, g.....i- tie- at a higher level 
of of ehfz...ecn r2 les:_Vbb:-t'r_.ctio-n becorz 
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Zw0 (oen moers 
o orodutio n and-,. .' t o eoodbe 1uin i-2-c prod uction.t1e rispecdn penet'rci bnT ~ 

,...'. .. ~ ......... a ia
ca, it in onh~i.'c cut"teio c r loe o ctaiotjone n-­
staes alosuonrprlcoosvaried... 
' th s apear aes the; concrete nalysis of one specific s cial
:ea!i 

ftorma tien't h osh s of'ngcom,,An order o e:plore abstract' :.
 

conceptur issUes concerning the chion 
 role of woen neasant 
commodity '.roduc 'ion..It i-ril be shon that as.aects of the social 
reaions identified attheideologic a level as pr io
 
o''lrganisation persisted and articulated 
withfeudal and later, capi*. 

tali's-t relations. 
 The bases of the opprossion and eploitatjon

of-wmenpe-Sants toda is concei4ved tobe atu 
' severa-level­' T" . -. . . ;. /.. 'a " 

* 'ihch -are not discrete- and separate' from each other. L-t the
 
'level of the homestoad, elements of a: r i.arc1 
 ,-. . :"
 

rel~tiono cress women 
 edcont=ributae to the contradictions among9 se * n p-e"a•;sa"ntpeasants on the bsis of gendar and ago. hoso social relations 
pith riculatethe:dominoat capi.alist rol tons and rereesent 

th-.e. pos t olementary conditions for .,ogooao and apropriationofisurp--lus labour farom peasants, whc ooosurpluO Va~lue 
' in the haZnds of 'ca'iitalist -appropri tion. 

F.r~the purposcs of this anealYis the' use of the elaborated

ciiisad;: ak .eoo~-- . a'd4 

4 

- : .. ': 


concept of sexual division of labour czev3alopod by IEdholm et al
 

(1977) andused in 
.. 
earlier 

. 
.enalyooc of th'i Shnmbaa(-1bilinyi. . . . --, ' , .:t0 , . .1-979)-and C'anyanian women in genal..l (Drcoson.( and- -1bilinyi 

.1978) has, bocon zltered. -7'thor th1,an posit a seocual division, 
aof 
 labour, which combinas zspects of the rolations of. production 
(ornershipnCc cntrol., of th meanso -prductionae h rdc 

'of labour) and of the technical dvsoofl- (30e:'specificity 
in Qconomic activi tisand i:n 'Uas:-s un~lort ehezn- ithin a given
 
joint economic activity), theadi-fferent aspects have boon 
dealt 

~'with at t'oir'appropriato level's of analysis. A-t the sameI 
'''time, ' ttcrition is drairn to tile d.fxferOnt:,'Uas7-cts of'reproduction 

poinited out by 2ldho2Ai Gt _Z, social reprduction, z-oproduction 
Of, the la..our forco and, biooia ' pro - aIn:Zreconcoptua

-3.0Zation, o-f the problem, it has, becon.i clear 'that k-?h-,s '"'
 

'-6y9n'reforred to boforo 
 ac hAo sa;ual c~iv:s'o-' of""!2abour io in
factbolermonts of atrcret in" ' * the cacO0 te9 

~CaIatc. Oorv-rperonsion o: th~ articui,-tion cuetois.-

t!'-tir1CforO crucial in orcder to C,*=rc2 th' 'ao:on s 'cuoo3.11 

4a 'a agi- h 

~ 
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not an isolated prcbl m, 
=nd that it is best 2msIyoed in
 
conjunction iit!h analysis of the eve---a! rolations and forces
 
of production 
as tQy develop and are articulatod with each 
other Cnd destro5rd. 
This does not lead to a noglect of the
 
women's cuastj-n. Mather, it correctl7 
places the :.,omen's
 
auestion at the heart of critical social analrsis.
 

The org-nis.tion 
of the paner is st-ruc.twzQ.2)b the need to. 
periodi' 6he pro'61-m, though in vory 'generai wa;. The socond 
section ana ysos tke 3oriod of dominance of -the simnpl& community 
mode o' production.' i-_e t1-i'rd section ana:1gsos the duv6lopx.6i±.-. 
and ;doclina 6ft 6tate, 'The fourth soctio- Cnalysos the 
articulation 
Of..'.he eu'.d l, slav6 pnd
paWrarch..-.r reltions 
of production during the period of the state's o-pansion and
 
decline, The 
 fifth soction anal,:lees the dovelopments after the 
establishmont of the colonial state. 'The si-:th and final
 
section analyos s rugls over 
gender oppression and exploita­
tion which have emerged in Ciharnbaa a-nd'elseowhere. 

1.F analysis draws heaevii.r on the information providod b/
 
-0ierrman's research 
on the Dha.b-a linag. structure and the his­
to.r of the Shnba. -:ingdom (1972,1974) as well as the work of
 
Sch6nmeier (1970), Cender (1974) and Uinans 
 (1964). There are 

ignificant weallrnessos :ide lii--ation to 7cirmants analysis,
 
characteristic 
 of the anthro-ologic Ti-oblematic, wich ill
 
be pointod out 
in the courcse of the anclysis. 

II; "-!I2:: - "OD:"OFC1:-RPITY ?P0DUCTIOII 
TheO Shambaa mnovuntai,. rise steepJ. Yfrom the plains to. 5,000 

feet above sea level. "'eIlro are three difI'erent agricultural
 
zones as one travols up the 
motutiains, distinguished by.difi'Or­
ential amounts of r.inf all, vegetation and coil tType. -e 'soil 
is on the whblo vory fo'tilo and rainfall plontifu2. enough in 
some areas to provide conditions for sur'.ilus accumulation even
 
at a fair!7 low level of 
tec.hnical productive forces. q-h 
people -rho settled up and doewn the slopes leacned to adapt plants 
to 'ho different local conditions and invented now! varieties of
 
food cro-s, Farms woro spread across
out the different agricul­
tural 
 rones in order to spread ris: of cr.o- failure, and barter 
trade develo.-ed'betwen producers in thoso different areas 
in order to c.ccuir-e b-.sic subsistence neds, 

Ty the end of the !Sth c!Ltur-, large numbers of immigrants 
had settled in the mountains. 14e, qr t fromnc diverse 

_
areas of mast ILTrica, ­rit:-i di er culturel and lc-nguago 
origins. The ma.jority aclpted themeyes' ' to tU e ariculture 
production*stsore.. establishd *by th :r inhabitants, 
and -ere Lborbc i_to tc-_n ': :nd culturo o- t-e• 
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This e-rly histor-- reveals the dangor of :do-,)ting iuncriticallr 

ethnic concents of trib'. ! -hat is reforred to as the Shambaa 

peoplc rcpresents v.group wlith multiple eth.nic origins. The 
later establis-uent of the ::ilindi state meaznt tie further 
o::tension of the boundhries the '-ambaa to includeof hingdom 

over more diverse peopols, some of .. ome becace subject peoplos 
and others trading partners and the ihe,. 

1'leighbourhood and Clan 

The organioation of the older, rro-State "oopulation was 
bascd on neighbourhoods consisting of sovora! villages which in 
turn contained several lineages. The most poworful lineage of the 

most powerfu! villago led the orgCanisation of production and of 
defense and war at the level of tho :xeighbourhood. T.e powerful 
lineages tended to be loriginal' inlabitants in the village who 
controlled rituals and social .nowledge about the settlement of
 
the villago, and controlled the v'iocation of . and to incoming
 

groups. .Simple reproduction of th lino.ge .ithin 
 each neighbour­

hood partly depended upon barter el:change of basic subsistence 

goods as wc-ll ac o::chaznge of wealth in the for ,f livestock and 
-tobacco and women, Tl.rriage was e:ogaous could not marry

writhin their o;.m 'ineage but they could marry within their neigh­

bourhood, -'ence the social rela.tions of marriagu acted to 

integrate the diverse lineages wzithin the noighbourhood. 
-Tho neighbourhood networi of lineages b.,cr.e consolidated
 

wlithin 
a clan organisc-tion, the longest unit of org:n=ization for 

production and reoeduction at this time,. t cont-rolled the 
surplus labour of 7ou-nj men, womon and. nonalincdnapo dDnt males 

as woll as the sur!us pr-oduccd -and n~ateriaoised in thi,form 

d'Z cattle especial. - th were mobilized for war and plunder, 

a,form of appropriation of suplus nd surplus - abour, in that 

the women and children of conoueced grou-os were seized as slaves
 

and cattle ad storcL gr-ins t-aen as vital surplus. 

Feierman mista.:c-n identifies the cian organisation with 
Ikinship, and argues hat t trongest clan was the one with the 

l.rgost following. :,ere the ideological exoressjon of underl in g 
social relations (kinship, clan, -ineage; are ta!ken as given, 
uncritica,, and bmteial basis left un.explored (Depelchin 

... of aL comoosition of the .labourforce, 
orgnized control "'- "aad astunder the of clan was cruciv.a 

its sive. Greater ancd divers. fe-ns of labour reources allowed 

lineages and the neighbourhood to o:xp-adan d diversifY their 
economic activi-tiez, exploiting the different zgriculture zones 
bo maint.-ining soearacte food farms, each cult-vated Uy different 
-.ives of the p'trirch (lcader of the .trilinuage) and his 
gro7_-. sonn htunting ;. _.,e fo r.;r.t raiding'nd s=0ins, other 
Crouns f0w _... _ . .cc. o - -c. .- ".
 

including Uoo- mao /':omn L±icat 
nci ii. .ocz[ -ovidod t2-e basis
 



for the accumulation of surplus labour in the forn of wives,
 
dependent"ma2os and slaves 
and the potential labour df offspring.
 
Girls themselves were vehicles for tle 
accumulation of surblus
 
in the fo:m of mtrrioge izp;..onts.-.. Livestock -,Ore concontraded
 
throug! stock '?artnorships bot-leon different linoagos whereby
 
cattle, goats and sheep tere oppolod "togother in order to enrich* 
the herd compositioz c-,d lo'cior risk: L- spreading herds out overdifferent geographical 'stations,' .n'this warihr i:ae~"bsricha r line ag &o 
allied with each other in order to increase the means of produc­
tion at thoir"disposal, therebV "ontributing to further lineage 
differenti .tion."
 

Me' differential abilit-1 Lrd pow.er 'of a lineage or clan head
 
to orgeniso anl control the pool of labour 
was a major determinant 
.hf the capacity bf the group to accutulate surplus and to repro­

duco itself. Constrrint6 of loir teclnoiogical forces, variable 
raixnfall and other ecological factors made the accumulation and 
orgennisation "of labour that much moro crucial. At the same
 
time, sur0lus accumulation nrovided clan and linoag: heads irith
 
the n6czis 
 to inroase 'the number of followers -nd dependents
 
and slavos"thrh6u. the process of 'rcdistribution'; A-strong
 
lineage at~ractod no.--kin ri.mbers wlo became clients in return
 
for access 'tolInd, li.estockc, women and defense. I1omestoad 
heads with insufficient livest-ock were economicc.ll; forced to feed 
and -maintain the stock of ricaer heads, in return for milc and 
somtimos 6alves wjith w:hich to build up their o-rn herds. In 
times of famine, members of poor lineagos pauned or enslaved
 
themselves to 
the richer lineages in eo:chaengo for food and the 
means of producing subsistence. -ndiv:dual .criminals' wrhose 
lineages were unw7illing or unablo td pa~y the compensation fines 
for ardndoing woez' onslved 'Ly the offended lineage. As a lin­
eage bocamio larger end conta.inod more women and stock, it would 
attract more offenses in the fom,of adulterY, client loss of stock,
 
stealing, etc. .t 
the same -time, the stronger lineage/clan las 
able to enforce the paz-yment of fines or enslavement writh militarp
 

power. 
O.-ership of more stock and other surplus was related to 

control over more dependent iomen as wivec. On the one hand, 
there was ampJ.e surpnlus ith w;hich to o;-'chaCng0 for women. On 
the other hz.n-d lineages wo;rc attracted to rmarr- into more 
pow orful and richer lineages, thereby attaining greater sbcurity ' 

and possibilities of surplusaccumulation through such marriage 
ties. 

The power of C.cian or a linege ;:as therefore dependent on 
the amount 6f su-plus labour tuncer the control of the heads, 
surplus labour .i.c._ consist! of" o: ismen but more so ,ives 

http:economicc.ll


6
 

who never bocane k-n, slaves and dependent male', al of whom 

wore non-kin. The organising principlo'.of the lineage nd 

even more so the clan is clearly not the blood ti9'he kinshiD
ar. 

ideology surrounding the concept of the clan/was important 

ideologically ho..ever, in mystifyirzg the rel:.ttions of subordina­

tion aand e:poloitation which underlay it. 
?olations of Production end the Techniccal Division of Labour 
Jithin the PatrilinHa omostoas 

• S -n~eago
 

The patrilinoago orgqnisation was the most primary u-nit of. 

production and reproduction. It's physical expression was found 

in the homestead (Guyz 197). The patrilinoago organisation 

consisted of the elder patriarch hoad, the sogments consisting 

of his wivos and dependent children together ,.h married sons 

and tJ-.eir wive(ves) . nd children segmonts, and the slaves and 

dependent males controllod by the patriarch. Tho pwetriarch
 

oxned and controlled the surplus produced by the different
 

members of the homestead, -nd did not activoi...labour himself...
 

He controlled distribution of the oroduco and organised
 

and menaged the different economic activities in -,hic the
 

members engaged in. le surplus was ,fton .:propriated by the 

patriarch in the form of paynentQ by lineage members to cover fines 

medicine and ritual costs and MarriL. payents.. 

Jural liabilities differed at each level, from the pattili­

neage orgznisation to the cl~an. They s~rved as an importnt mech­

anism of sociLl control, in ..ha.t a robellious or wny.iard son 

or non-ki1i member coulcl be refused assistance to pay fines.:' 

in which case he and _3ossib!;.hischildren Is well were enslaved 

by the offended clan or linoage. The exact nature of punish­

able offenses revealed the sensitive aspects of social control. 

For e'ample, componsation for impregnating an unmarried girl 

iwas related to the need to control the lineage membership, 

one mechanism of controlling biological reproduction. 

Upon the death of the patriarch, the sons of the senior 

wrife became the leadors of the lineage, theroby ta:ing control 

over surplus labour aand the material means of productiop. 

T"ho more w.ielth and number of zocial relations involved, the 

greater the struggles at thistime. The heirs struggled to 

maintain the unity of the pvttrilin.-,ago organisationn, and in 

poorer liioagbs-.thisc.zuas';in the interest of all the sons. 

In richer lineages swhore a sub--anti"-. sur'1 us and surplus labour 

o:_istoC, the difThrent segments on the one hand w1ero able to 

subsist seoaratolY and on the other hcncd had :morc to lose bY 
being subsumjed uncler the control of on:? segmnnt, one patriarch. 

cau... -. 1.n!a ovo,_leo.d t. crucial cuestion 
, .of co1,t-,o. 9:., : = - ..,t -. o -_ i ;[i 0 -, ' - - s ci . 
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relations, he. ccnnot satisfactoril7 szpiain" the patterns of 
fission trithin the Shambaa social formation at that time.
 
For Foio .sa,. the strue;gle is oV.-r 
acce:ss to allocated± .vorsus
 
una Locatod propert- and leadorship positions, 
 .iat is hidden
 
in such anaiysis is the st:-ggle over con'trel 
of surplus laboer 
and the means of production -i.e. tj o;:ploitcativ rolation s
 
between patriarchs and all kinsmen subordinated as w:eli as.
 
slaves, wrives and dependent non-kin m.ales.
 

-.ith respoct to.'ownership of property, womon waere inst=u-"-cnts 
of lineago relations,of proport, in that inhoritance and loader­
ship within the paLrilinoage oganisation. ws partly determined
 
b; "hother the segment in question was that of .
 senior or junior 
.rife. However, the wives themselves did not inherit the means
 
of production or the su-ols which 
 thoy produced, the offspring
 
iihich they delivered and reared. ... ther, thoy 
 themselves were
 
inherit~d as human mears of 
production and reproduction.bu 'ome
 
bhr"echof. the husband's 
kin at his dec.th.
 

gach 
 ifo ad a mor-l claim to athodso of her o-.n and .land
 
of .diffe.rant. kinds 
upn which to producQ the diffeorent subsistence 
crops necessary for herself and her childron, as woel as
 
the homestead head. Nlevertheless, 
 the le,' and stock allocated
 
to the riffe segiont ;as subject to 
rovision by the I- -. d and
 
the patriaerch, if 
 the head -.tas indeed a married mvn under the
 
domination of a .atriarch 
 eldor. U-oroover. land c-nd stock was
 
held in'trust for the ifo's sons .as
and zllu.c.ted to them
 
at the time 
of their first marriage by the homostead, hoad.
 
The patriarch retained 
ultimate onmcrship of all the means of 
production within the patzrilineago organisation, howIevor, even
 
allocated 
land and land pioneered b7 so s,
 

Each homestead h:ad therefore ailocated 
 ind upon whibt tihe
 
vrivos produced subsistence 
goods for the wholo hoes..oad end 
unallocatod land 'hich tie head dizoct1, sunervLsed and hich
 
was devoted to the Production of surn usygoods li.'o tobacco.
 

Jives had limited economic possession of their subsistence 
product, wl'hich they produced on their allocated land, processed 
for storage, Cnd preoarod as fooc. t tho same ;imo, the wife 
was obligated !egall. and itoo feed cand otheriwiso 
msainain herself, her children -or hvsoband and his iinsmon 
or others residing at the homztea.f, 

Th tchlnicc;-. division, of, laQour. :''. or$,an i3 d pnrt! 

on the basis cf 'sa: and ogo. Cortaia_ eoonomic activities were 
so:: specific; for ezample, men huktzd a-d herded .livestock, 
youzng boys contributing their '-,bou c.s -:.'il to the latter. 
Ilin plu2C.-eoi .ncd on=.ged in miti - ,arfc:re znd ole-onso,
 

~om n .. foodl, ... ' ... . 'o-: ..... t:). ic : ! .- Is"el as
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young children, collected firc.ood and ;rztor--:.gain, man; of 

those tan'_s involving the labour contribution of children,
 
espci--7.1 ierls, I'.en an zcmon joint'1 cultiv-tod both surlus
 

and e;:change gvops cmd sublistence crops, though there wore
 
sei: sp eific "!.S,::s. 2 e di the h.-dl7 c:oaring of land,
 
lhew-. hoeing au heolped to harvest, W.hereas :omen and children
 
planted, weedod, irrigated cnd guo-rded the cres3from 
birds and
 
monko~so Len guarded the crops from larger 
vermin liko -wild
 
pigs.
 

Tlis kind of analsiz does not got us vcry far, howover,
 
because it ignores the vuestion of which men and it-ich :ronen..
 
For oxample, the patriarch did not diroctl; 
 ongage in production,
j reas derondent males, slaves =nd young kinsmen did. 

Lihetzise, female eiders such as the %.ie theves). of patriarch
 
managed Tho labour of the -wivs of their sons and 
 female slaves, 
and either did not engage diroctly in production or else avoided
 
the more hoavy, drudgorous tas:s. I thin: it is also important
 
to distinguish bet-oon d ctivitius .;hich producod 
 surplus (whothor 
subsistence or e::cha_-go goodz, often th6 sa.ie) a-nd those "hilhh 

contributed to the maintenanceaof the homeotoad but did. not
 
roalise an; suronlus. ?erea-s 
 much of womonls worki was nocessar
 
for maintencnce of the h'oriestead and therefore 
 the reproduction 
of the l.bour force, it .ras !)ss gearod to realisa-tion of surplus. 
Indocd, 2eiemn's in'or-.oats const-n.tl. race the distinction 
betwoen femalo procduction of subsistencol-a and male production 
of .wealth', malth being su.--.lus part ic L-rvl; in the folm 
of cattle and 6ther livostoc::. Su-us was not onl; vital
 

-
r- o;:chcnge, but it -so roresented a food rose-ve in itself 
or n 0c e r grins, enc the caving, ;:.:n corpsos are 
the result of not l.rin Ii 19 7

. :34).l !ivostoc" 

So long as the amoun.ti- of surlus producad and accu.ulated by 
the -trir~ch was; mniz-:2., such distinctions would be less 
determinate of/diIforentiction and subordination. The rolo­

of -matriam-ch =d -'ives, subordinated horlostaad heads =nd their 
wivos, -would bc complemaentnr-,. ie nroblem for the lineage 
organisation would be one of survival, cnd women's contribution 
to the strugglz for su-r-L-.vQn :-ras P-aramotunt. ic Trcduction and 
-ccuz-u~ction of sur_uz &-evslocr ivon lineage orio:
 
rit.in the social for..ation 
over aL , ho:,- ve_, this distinction 

contributed to the dev.lution of .,omen's wor'-, c. point to be
taklen uo later. 

...............................
 

., simple corn .nUi-4 .ode o_ -roduction:L .a onbased 
relations betwseen clan -_- cd subordinated lineages, "Ic,
 

atri--=-chz .lino'.ge le..dersm ad linec.go mr:burs. 
 -he c an 
le:d zsot <'_' :.:e n t o dominatein i[i '. -:z Zima 'e_! 
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lineage patriarchs, pcrtly bc ua3 their oM powor dopended
 

upon the continued allegia.ce of the latter, Cnd because
 
patriarchs diract!- controlled tho moa.ns 6f production and
 
surplus labour and suznius -pprop.ria:ion * of their respective 
lineagos, Tho powo of cn iuaders de-ondod on non-oconomnic
 

elements such : 
 'i:t' and other forms of idoo2.ogica! coercion,
 
and tho theat of militarg force, under conditions' of rola-tivolg
 
little surplus generation and zppronriation. such2 econo-.ic
 
conditions 
 :. iited the number of dopendonts,slavos 

and functionaries which an. clan 2.0adar could support, without 
onsio,2 of tie nons of production nd the surplus labour 
under his control. '.Ihelimits established by the social zelations 
undarl-ing the -atrilinoaGe organisation wore ovorcome tihrough 
the dovlop.ont'of coulo;: corum-unity social rolationis whicli 

conso2.idatod the towter of the clos or noighbourhoods at the 
politico-ideoloical level, cnd waero based on C. compe!o:
 
articulation of lineage n slave relations of production. 

Claves in tho simplo co.muzit mode of production had not 
been large in number, and woro bazel- distinguished from
 

othor non-kin do-endont mc.les. naced, they wore ovontua __l 
integrated into the pztrilineage organization through marriage 
and allo-wed to establish hozaesteads of their ow.n. In the 
ne:rt ser-tion wo _ll o:e oro thne dovolo--mont of the comple;: 
commuity mode of production, but it .mst noted thatbo here 
this analysis here is very socu c.ti-z.- ier-man and 
:inans malco froquont note of tho ozistence of slaves, but 
their actual rolo in production and reproduction is never
 

erplored.
 

-i-r. 7 -*, ':7-.r 

'ransitional Stc7ro: Che Develoomont o' the Comple::, Commtunity 
Node oi _:roduction 

Prior to the Qs-2bishL-.:ent of -iindi rule, the different 

groups populating the Chambac- mountains war-'rcd with each othe 
for control of the basic resources neccsszar for their ronro­
duction l water, livestoc!_, wo-en. i.s an increasing!end, 

number of imt=adgrants entered tho :-re in the :7th said lath 
centuries, these stugg!es incroazed. At the same time,home of 
the groups in the ,roe ep--nded cnd woere transormed, and 
others wero concuered =nd absorbcd by eio more po:.erful groups. 

!.s noted above, the clan %.:.s organisod on the basis of 
several patrilineage organizations, u-nited for purposes of 
defense and wrar, :,o:- oircu'ation of different noeosar sub-. 

sistonco -.­and strp'us godcls, and for- the production of basic
 

moans of ")rdductior,uc>uicez-z
-. ong irrigation ditcho
 
u__oth
anqd t" terrcc:. _z.acz--- o c" t.2"*... a.cce:sfuli-r on the - '­

stoe-j r.oun. in_ sloe-j'z .,' 'n-/ zcr. ." t~~-hch ti-eve o ­

http:econo-.ic
http:allegia.ce


Product ad surplus labour. ,.. 
 oundorly-ing tno ri r t 	 at'01[ 10sc_. reainDO-trilincae 	 '0g nc' clan vns th.: basis for the aecu­rru'ation of surplus end sur.-pus la'iour. '. noted earlier, thosesocial relations set limits to tCO a.cu-t of sur:plus accu-u­
lation possible. 

Plu--a!d conouest repvesented ona of the more siGni­ficant wTays of accumulating Ieta 	surus1,omen '.nd more 
Se T is asp oten tial wies nd s a es, m O -d e orp 2ains the 

state of unrest -ich 	Feierman notes to have 	 existed at the timeof the,imraigration period during "the 17th -nd 13th' centuries,
but leaves unexplained. ,h.e productive forces could no longero:-and under the domin ant social rolatons Constant warring 
among different noigibouring clans limited the e;-nsion both 
of production and circulation .t a 	 time when there .was sconefor surplus accur-ul=tion and its circulation through the
,;idening of trade networs from a local to a regional basis,
 

and incorporating 
regional trade networ-:s into 	that of internaational trdde * Limited trade relations had already been esta­blished between the plains/nvika. and the mountains, including
barter with !aasai and Bzragupu -groups of grains for livestock. 
Ilevertheless during this trancition .'riod, plunder and conquest

provided a moans of sur-.)lus and. surpus labour acc"ulation,
6nd broadened the sphere of prbduction ad circulation of thesuccessfu o"thieo.t . circuatiosuccessful 	 oforclans. -. . d cultivation 'of

tobacco as w!ell as basic subsistence crops became possible,

the surplus food crops 
-hereoy releasing surplus labour for theproduction of surplus ezch--rge produc tlike tobacco and livestock,
 
an.d for militar organisation 
 for plutndor and concucst. C anleaders woro 	able to mobijli7 a greater mass of surplus labourto construct a=d mainn-zi ... re coro e:: "and e;:tensivo irrigation

ditches and tovracos-, 
 to Prod-.c"-* 5cili.sod iron"tools d w a­

pnDandto 
pons, heto oou_ 	 Isan waahd - e11z,_3orcsin trade 

costs/.fwhich 

a 8 w ll. :!_o increased maintenance
necossri': arose also Lwa.t the intensification 
of labour of w.ivos and children to produce subsistence foodcroPs. Ls the surplus accumulation process proceeded, on the
basis of an over 	more conpes;:.- - sot of. social ro-s,o_ _, ltions, clans
 
were comelled 
 to co-tinual]. e;pand their sphcro of, operation
in order to reproduce t.-rnsclve, .rugges among as well as.,ithin clanz for control o the vi'l -means c: Production 
heightonod. 2'ha conditions were ripo for the emergence of 
feuda. relations of pro cuction cn.d the es :as.u-:entstate.	 of a foudal 

'Ciestabiishnt nd ID::oansionof the i.lindi State
 
Ono of the strukggling c-lis, 'he 
 .ilidi, as .blo tosuccesio;-10 cotrost-:L. eabsCr clans ia .roa 	 -nd ertablish 
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a centralised state based in Vugha, the ro;al to-ra said by 

Pichard Burton to consist of 50C houses (i.e. homesteads) b7 

1857. Long before that time, he rover, the inhabitants of the 

Shambaa cointains wiere absorbed under the rulo of the -ilindi 

clan, cn¢c: later the state concuored and dominated the 

peoples ponulating tho 'Iea a.11 the Ira; to the coast.
 

no state consisted of the kting, based at Vugha, and 

sepr.rate chiefdomst , susuallz headed bz a member of the ruling 

clan. The king o')n-d al the basic means 'of producrion rithin 

the lingdom, and the chiefs acted on his behalf to organiso 

and coordinate production cAid circulation of surplus rithin 

each chiofdom.and to: appropariate surplus with NAzich to maintain 

the, chiefdom as woll.as: the king's establishment at Vugha. 

The mechanism of appropriation of surplus"was a combination 

of tribute of surplus Droduc-ts and corvue or tribute: of surplus 

labour. 2ach chiefdom consisted of a roal village and commoner 

villages iherp the subject patrliincago orgenisations:resided. 

Every subjbct patrilnenge was required to; maintain and occupy 

a house at the ro7al village and to cultivate a farm at the 

same village. Usually lineage patriarchs kept one wife t' .the 

royal village who 'hocupied' the house and produced subiistence 

good.. oz,m.aintenance of the homestoad bne. sur-plus which was-­

appropriated..by the chiefz Thoy were also e:;pected to produce 

on t-ho azdof the chief, cnd during peak labour seasons 

the patrilinoage as a whole was e;pected to cultivate first 

on the royal. !ands, and then begin on that of the lineage. 

The surp!us so produced .minained the chiefdom, including 

various forms of su_-plus labour under the chidf, and some of 

it was appropriated as tribute by the king. Ldditional surplus 

wias appropriated by the chief in the form of ritual sacrifices, 

as the c'hiof and ultimatoly the hing were the .key agents of 

.ritual and ancestor .r570=i-., Crimes against the state -.ere 

punished in tie forn of" fines, or alse the -rrongdoer as enslaved, 

thus reprosonting a moans of z.propriating surplus or ac;umulating 

slave labour.
 

Lfter tho initicl conquest of 6ocal. loading Ea:1ns, theo
 

:[ilindi married into the dominant 7.ineages and ostablished
 
the chiofdom ba.e -t thov4lagofvaUter. of the Foi1
 

in -111 S
mountaind (.1.74)
 
found villc.ges/wlhich had boon sottled for several centuries :eg.
 

.... 170c; M.ahui since 1750. :One of the last great
i sinc 


kings, [im~ori ya i1vumbai (who. rulod from 1315 to 1062.), followed 

the sao Drinci.)Le and zarried i-:-" ' m' important lineageso .o 

of the di-fforont subject eooples conqcuercd dirin6 the s&te's 

oazpansion poriou. 

con"-.inu_1 C::T-z-"zion O. %__ . -. e 7?S necessar7 ordorO in 
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acuuMulato more su--plus, in-r0hnesur-lus product -fas prim.rilg 

the form Of subsistence goods like boor 
used to mnuintain the
 
I.: bour force nocessarg, fpr major constu--iction of the means 
 of 
production !il-o irrigation ditches, 7.nId also used as e:change
 
for trade 
goods ; and su-.plus o;:chane goods like livestock
 
caid tobacco and magic 
 charrs, Th-sere ",as initiacll a limit to 
the aniount of surplus to be e,acted, 73ven the low level of 
prodcutive forces and the concrete natto of the form wzhich 
suz-olus 
too!C. .Domontsof patriarch's relations
 
which porsisted in articulation with 'the dominant feudal
 
relations also obstructed full appropriation and 'complete
 
oconoic onership. by the ruling clan. 
 ;.tondod reproduction
 
therefore necessitated expansion of the territo- under Xilindi
 
control, theroby e::paiding the sur-lus labour and 
 the surplus
 
a* the disposal of the state.
 

Ij1anufactured commodities qcc,.ired through international
 
trade boga'n to be an incro.singly important component of the
 
material rcproduction of the 'ilindi state. 
 Te regional trade*
 
netwrork e::panded to :incorporate the immigrant -:a.ba tradoers 
and coastal traders, anid. linod onto the i ~yamn;e3-trade ndtwmrks.
 
Ivoxy 
b tamo an importnt commodity of o:chango fo:- imported
 
IAmerican or Indian 
cloth, and later for firearms and' mmunition.
 
Ivorz*-proditc'tibn.f.- pa2do& 
 e6D •up hith the demands for manu- •
 

factured commodities, diverting surplus labour from 
 other
 
economic .activities lik-e herding 
 oi
-he indi can monopolised
 
the production and trade in ivory, but after the depletion of
 
local oleohant herds, thqr. relied on 
 control o& regional
 
trade routes to exact 
 a tz: or hongo. Later slaves bocame
 
the dominant form of ezch"a-nge value, slaves 
 in e;:ch--ige for the 
firoearms now nocessar77 to engaoe in the 'production' of slaves 
and the controL of trade routes 
and defonje of the lingdom
 
fron, slave racders. Ls ma-nufactured commodities became over
 
more essontialI for the reproduction of the kingdom, and production 
oriented more and more to international trade, a procos s of 
primitive accumulation ;.ias boguai -.:horebP the feudal relations 
of production I:ore grc.dually dominated by cc.Aitalist relations 
of Oroc uc.tion, not tlrouoh corIO.:zt but r,:ler th:-ougI tG-.-operation 

of the law of value. 
Zanzibar Commerci,'l
_mro
 

The origins, later ezpansion ai:d final destruction of the 
:.ilindi state occured w.Xhin conditions -)arty doterm.ined by 
the e::noansion of the IEortie-rn .inter-n of! the Zanzibar 2omm­
orcia!l .t_--ioire (or-ff 1971). Trade in ivory d later slaves 

between the coast and Zc-anibar incretoaed tremendously during 
the COC', creatinO -anvor-gro;in' de.mand for the production 

Of 4-o07
 -,- in 2_0.i - e;:'. mou-ntains tothe Usag;ar. rou-r'.i-1z and bcoond to,. Uo~-otO ..... . ,.. t 
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scO.e time, dovolopments -it-ini_o- Zar. ibar Cornoecia! :_upiro 

were detormis'od b- dovoloprents ,tit:2in internatio nal capitacl. 

M %e star-ctt-' of tho stat;, ca fedoration of soDa.ato 

chiofdomis owring 1....-izce to thz ina , w:.s too woeel to block 
individual clif roz" tz'_zin.- :dvcnta.ge of theZ p3ossibilities 
opening u70 i-_te_.C tional. t e t.oo-r trade routoswith w' 

passed bolo- tie .ount:ins 1'e inz, throujl tho chiofdomon "ho 

of one o0' 'uimwori's in, oamboja. Semrboja dovoloped alliancos 

Tith coastal trn(.do-, .aasc.i nd -A.3_-2uu warriors, ZiGu. and 
other interior traders in order to creato his own nowor base 

at a largo town near .orogto at the foot of the mountains. 

Thec town s si:a- at-d on the major international trade route 

north of, tho ?rngani Valle , and b7 1011 was a large tra-ding 

central where e::chanlge in ivorp and slc.vos for metal ire cand 

cloth was already hoar (I.... - 1971) ".rith imtorir's doath. 

in 786, tlae internal contradictions "ihn h Hilindi ruilng 

clan and the state -s a. whole led to the destruction of the 

kingdom, akd not Gor_. concquest Cs Toiorm'zn sems to arGuo 

( 1 9 7 1). 

Me state could no longer provide the milita-- force necessarY 

to maintain neaco Aithin the ki-clom to control rebellious 

chiefs or subject peoplos, as the ruling canso fought anong 

themselves for control of the otato. The dot.-nd for zZavos 

had initiallg been mot .!4ithin t-c in-do. - - plundering t alin' 
groups which wero not subject to -i 1 indi rulo, in .ddition to 

oz:changing the fTw slaves accuiroi thr1_-ou.Zh t:: usual! rocesses 

of pawncship and c-riminal punisn":.ent, _._ ezo-tion was Camboja, 

who hired mercenaries to =id .;hc:.]b:.a chiof.om0 for slaves, 

tcroby dfin (t inirectly) t. rinciple of not 
- attacking subject -poples of the state, _to' Cimwori's 

death, howrever, and the o of centra rulea, c.i..dom 

raided cbioclom for sla-roz.-_ t is said '_.t lwomen at this time 

could not go to farm without -. C.ed escorts (Toior..n 1974,, 177), 

sinificcant as mucl for whir.%t it says dbout the '.bsoluto nocossitF 

of women in procuction about thl-_lch of socuzit. Villages-s 


moved to isol- ciod= eto isuntain ri..g.s built otockados.d 

for defense, ubject oe _e ' ' a o i took a dIV


0~!. rode C.b00.G f on 00. took. 


situation brec: 0il:e
of the to .7 or .indi ancd reestablish 

the old.trilineage or-anization of boforo. 3nsica 1L si-ilar 

conseo'.:encos aroje re'ez a via a.o a .s a.he to isolate 

and de2'iC) itse.L, so long; :.z it coulc be economicall 

self-sufficient. 

It is incor.--.ect to .rcJue tht the, chiefs. a- this time no 

I.onoor "car' for te;'faro of corzn -o o7 in theiir own
 

,-ter'o- 1i.... ':h- C; the bct _,e level
, ''his 

http:thr1_-ou.Zh
http:dvcnta.ge
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of undorstanding. -"ich eoz 
 too much of ?oiortlmnqc material,
based as it is on oral Mi-itozioo spo.ken by pn.triazchs or ezoo
former -membersof the ruling clan. Production of commnoditiesfor Intarnatioca. trade aad cortzinly roplacod Jroduction ofsurplus goods for rogionol and local o::change, and tribute
 

was no longer the dom.inant mochnniom of 
 surplus appropiation
for the ruling clans. 'i the came ti.., the rrc! clans dependedupon the lo .alt7 of subject linon.go
s 
to join military. e::poditionsfor slc.vo raiding and for fense, cnd secondarily for provisionof subsistence and surp.uo. '%e o::ception app ars to be SombojaWho roaied on morcen__±izs, but ovon thoy tad to be fod on thebasis of surplus production sited at te !ovol of -the local
 
homes toads.
 

Contradictions alrod7 developing within the kingdom Welhoihtonad in the 1070o's and 1 3 00's, 
duo to the decline of
to ZCnzibar Commercial ".mpire in 1070 and 1071, 
Demands for
ivory and 
laves fell drastically, and ±hptcpricoa.as well,

partly duo to stzgggles betee 
 ._-
 rulers
over control of th 
Indian Ocean trade, and partly due to
the effects on international trade o:' the iLmcrican Civil. -Jar.
(see Cheriff 197). A't tie sameo time, mc-nufactured coamnodities
secured through long distance trade like guns and cloth were
vbsolutol 
nococsar moans of production for the Kilindi state.
The nocozzarV rosponse to 
such maiet conditions Yas


labour intnsif'ication with roen.ect 
to the production ofslaves and seconda-il 
ivory. 
 This also moan- even more diversion
of labour from procuclion of basic subsistence goids and the
absolute loss of surplus labor= trough the effects of the

slave trae; 
 The cdom.nnanc 
 of fuda,relations of production
was destroed by contradictions inheront 
to 
those relations
thos-lvos and their articulation with slave and .implo0Ommunity
 
relations; in conditions incresin.! dhrminod by capitalist
cormoditg relations.
 

L
_IV. TICU-A'Z-IOr C-7 TU.:7j CL.* : i Dp:ZLT2T_C= - " L2-TICT 
OF 22CDUC.QO 

The form of appropriation of sur lus, tribute, should not
blind us to 
tho fou._ 
relations of rreduction which wrore 
"u.der­lying. Uoiorman arGues that during the ozrlY Period of statee:npansion tribute nas the ba i± of the reproduction of thestate, thereby emphasiing "things rather than social relations(Depalc'in 19704 L similar error is modo in conco..tuaiio
the undor!,i.n0 -'l.tions of p-oduction as 
being tributc.y
relations, n or:or Mado by many zznalyses of sricansocial 

http:undor!,i.n0
http:22CDUC.QO
http:hptcpricoa.as
http:linon.go
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fo-nations , including my oinm (3_-,rdosenonnd IMbilinyi 1978, 
•
hbilinyi 1979, Ba c..rd "197C =.d ,sbafa 1975 are 'some o cxapls). 

The problem th this conco tualisation is that it tends not 

to problomatiz7 the rolations bet7oon Ltho direct labourers, 

the non-labourerz or xvu1ing class, and means of production. 
..o rr.i 

Instead focus is sololy placed on lhe in which surplus is 

Tppropriatcd r oththarn how it is.-?roduco
ar and the relations 

of apprci-riation. Ao .'Lemelld hta c1 (:979), a siila= 

problem arises ;,en "rzdo is .conceotualisod as thc basis of 

surplus genearation. ..3urp].uc. .is produced in the. sphore of 

production not e::chzngo, anidit-is the relations of production 

themselves which.a require invstig.tion, thougb not to. the 

o=:clusion of relasitns within-tho s.hero of circulation. -The 

recent w.ork of Guy (.1978) :_nd Lorolle (1979) represent examples 

of the 'rind of concrete =_d. specffic o-na!psis callod for.., 
-
4s alread notvd... th .-ilnd. can owmzod all the land 

end otaer basic .eens of production in tho .dngdom. L1 subjects 

wore oblig'ted to provic' suz luslabour to the local chief in 

order to produce subsistenco goods for tho chief.s ostablishment 

and surplus goods for m-ainte-"_co of the chief antd for e::chenge. 

Local chiefs in turn .ore ob -i ated to provide surolus labo6ur 

under their control and surlusproduco to t"-:.e king­Vu-gha-based 

dom.
 

The articulation of feud_. roala..tions of production,and
 

slave rolations of production =nd the patriarchy. " "rolations 

Lmderl7ing the patriineago o-garisation dotorminod the distri­

butien of means of nreduction and the distribution of indiriduals 

or grou-s into diofrent caterories of economic agents. The 

complex: communit; relations 'ere subsu-_,ed within this articulation 

process. Mae dif-feroet modes of production (or elements of 

modos of Production) estf .isLOd conditions of o:istenoe for 

oach other. PCt of the caouse of "h internial contradictions 

rithin tic kingdom w as clue to ho 'rcsistaneo •-o.f..thp..patri­

archy reai-4ons of production to the dominant 

feudal relations of p:oducio_. 

iomon *,ere responsiblo f-or producing the basic subsistence 

recuiromon-trof t'e homestead. :uzrplus labour of the -women thus 

freed the t/to enagego in non-.productive activities li'ko 

litigaticn cnd ritual as well.as in the production of surplus 

for exchan e such as li vestock:, ivo a:d slavas(so.enn .197.8 

for a-nal.!ysis along those lin , based on very well documented 

atil Te -;f the role of -omen in the nroductioncentr .... 


of sro~zq-lus and ;'inton:_ncO of su-.Ius labour, as well as
 

be:Lng surpluz Ishour ::s weil, is co lo.ct4 ignored bOr PeierMan,
 

http:3urp].uc
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--e problom -Ath Feierman' s analysis is new cloaror. 

Feiereman rotoers to thIe breealdotm of tho former "comrunity 

S.f' interest" be-.oon chiof's me. subjocts due to the slave trade, 

as noted.in the sectionabove. 'Do ox'in the apparont loss 

of chiefly interest, it is nocoss-r- to e-mine 'he trainsform. 

tion of relations *Ai occured as oroduction of coz=oditiio 

for international tra"do becamo increasingly important fur the 

reproduction of the 1ingdom. Before, surp.us product was 

based on the appropriation of surplus labour of subjects 

directly a-nd indirectly. The slave trade transformed these 

relations. Tho producerpDparon1e C_-LY -netho comnodity. The- himsol bcc 

undorlying rel-tions wero7that of chief mrend subject, but 

under feudal relations it was in the chief"s (hing's) interest 

to maintain lawt and order, to ensure conditions conducive to 

ourplus -p=.duczion and appropriation -ithin the kingdom. 

s %leof the producers.Production of slaves demcanded the plunder and 

Chiefdom plundered chiafdom, at -an'evor accolcrating rato," 

growing domands for nore surplus toin order to moot the ever 


e:-.ch2rigo f'or the firea._ ns other come.editles needed to
 

maintain the state. Such -.phenoionon of 'eating of one'
 

self" contributed to the dcstruction of the 'hambaa kingdom.
 

http:noted.in
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V. 2STL"ISTy' OF ,CO-OI II. CTLT2 
eo destruction of the foud. rodo of production in the

OhanIbaa kingdom has been shobm toa be related to the process

of penetration of merchant Capital in a particular rm, Te
 

-ilindi" state bocame if.croasing6.r depondent on mncufactured commo­
dities secured throu& internationa, traco and on production

of comoditihs 
 for the" so maricet. Under the operation of the 
laoi of value, feudal relations of" production could no longer be 
reproduced under th710h so cal m-tria! 
conditions incroasingly

dotermined by morcheat capita 
penetration. 
1eirocess of
 
primitive accumulation uich thus unfolded "led 0 rooistaoe 
and class struggle bot-roan tho ruling class of the feudal mode
 
of production 
 (the ilindi clan) and merchat capoital. Kimwri's 
attempt to mainta:Ln a form of appropriation based on tribute
 
in dofianc0 of grouring doendonce on -eduction of comoditios
fo, e::chznngo 
irith manufactured 
 co7 
edities illustrates
 
such resistance.
 

The creation of the colonial state b.cl-ed u-of Its army est b.y the forceblished conditions for the dominance of capitalist

rejions of production later. 
The Gerc.)a army entered the Sham­
baa area in the 1000's and queled the wars, 
 In !.95, the k'ing

of Vugha was hung 
for mrdoring the adulterer of one of his 
irives, 
symbolic of the deotruction of the 
old social relations 
and the dominance of the new ba.cked by the repressive m,.iIt
 
of the colonial state.
 

Tle :'ilindi 
clan becane allies of the colonial statG
 
and acted as 
agents of indirect rule. 
 Tho former material
 
basis of their powor "as destroyed, as 
a monthly stipend replaced

the tribute. 1,.t
the same time, howevor, the 
'native authorities'
 
controled and coordinated the 
supply of labour needed by settler
 
farms and plantations (Cender 1974) a-nd 
also had control of the
 
allocation of land caled 'holdings in troust' found unalienated
 
and unused or fallow at the 
tire of colonial rule. 
.:!
eg-,uler

monthly stipends plus 
their privileged position regarding to 
land and other services provided the foziier ruling clan an-d its 
agents ith a basis of accumuiaticn. 3oth Sender (2974) fnd
 
Cchbr-oier (c,7-'/U/§4 uct zblo diffooen-tition in land holdings
whore the largest lnd owners either mombors of
were the feudal 
ruling clan or else established Vhemseves through wage labour.
 
T1o largest land-owners 
.lso dominate the production of tea,
which is tho most importrnt Cash crop; o.rn tac 
most live+tocku
 
e:z:loit the most hired 1..abour§ and have had access to the most
 
formal oduc,.tion-(3ondrc 97L::1S). 2.e same stratum of rich 

.eto _aoninate
.... 1
acrshi 
 positions intho ujar.-a.-a v age

govruc,.ures. 
 hcse !c:.K.orzhi-? ositionz are m.nipula ted 



in order to accumulato more ca'pital in the form of'rcotrictod 

land holdings, credit and other resources (coo Iibilinyi 1974 

for furthor documentation of similar trends aleowhore in Tan ania). 

Hero we 'see the interrolationship betwoon. old and now as- the 

colonial state mami'ulatod. foudal re2lions to control the 

conquerod peoples of the hbaa, and eomontz of the 

feudal zuling clan in turn manipulatod their suboddinc.to position 

vithin the colonial state apparatus to accumulate capital. 

Thoir forreer dominant position has boon roroduced up to the 

present.
 

Tiis process of accumulation of land and other resources 

by colonial stat ftunctionaries must be sot in the conto:;-t of 

growing land shortage. 2_tremo land shortages oro noted by 1913 

(Feie-ma' 1974), 'and reosultod:.from .1nd expropriation by sottlers 

and the colonial state; from,tho croation of the chiefs' hoIdings 

from the groing pressure to oxpand acreago in order t" produce 

cash as-well as subsistence crops. It -as nocessarjr to grow -cash 

crops in or-dor to pay ta-os, ifwich had bocome a ncssry 

aspect of the reoroduction of labour poqr under colonial rule. 

Cash/necozerL to pay taxes and to .cquire mnufactured commodities 

end foodstuffs: -,;.: colonial stato tried to control the old 

trade networks and do awzay, with barter trado, thoreb7 strengthen­

ing the conditions ;r.cn necessitated the acquisition of c,-:sh. 

Cash could be obtained throuc- cash crop ?roduction, the sale of 

livestock or the cxchaznge of labour powerin wage'labour on 

nearby settler farms. .-.soever, livestoc[k was usually held on to 

as a form of security in case of famine and as surplus for exchenge, 

and the conditions of wago l::.our were so unsatisfactor that 

only landless or impoverished youths and others !ioro willing 

to participate. 

ago labour did reo-rooent a means of accu-ulating the 

cash necossa-- to purchase -nd independently of one's line-ge,and 

to acouire'catt'e and the cash incraaingly domandod as marriage . ' . :j. . .. • 

payments. 'oung rmen who Jarticip-atad in wage labour out of 

necessitV. wero ablo to free the.-selvrs from labour so--vice to
 

n

the patriadr&y roltions of t_.ep trJii" Jnzagz?. Tomoen also resisted
 

the social relations U---er =atr-linoago,- org ci.
aion
 

by oeking wage labour, by migrcting to to s to sool age labour
 

or some other meno of subsistence, zznd by 'os .casing' to mis 'ion
 

statio ... These routes of resistan-ce are discussed bolo,,
 

As cash crohroduction of waL., coffe, tobacco and
 
increased
 

gron vocot-ele ,., .- between homestead heads
uCg-Oz on:ergod 


and their wrives over a.location of cnd ardC L.abour A'i thin the
 

homestead. . u-allocated. land o-2 husbad was reserved -for
 

http:suboddinc.to
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cash crop production, as once it Ias for tobzacco, __zd the product 

by him. -o!r were forced to On these fAO 
was controlled 

they resisted their 
well as thoir our. subsistence rlots, but 

as 	 tat in 1957in this !in-roorts1.4labour beiny used 

p-2at such crops independently,ailow their irvos tohods would not 
in cash crop production

in tu-r- Ishowod' no interestcndc.wives 
as their onnthat -.urooso as woll

and o-osod the uso of 1=d. foor 

their rights to
forced to "fll bc:: upon

labour. Len woro 

lac: of
 

co sm_.-d obodience" (inns 1964:46). Clear' fTamalo 

in which thor lurpliusof the w-ya consocuonco 
by tho ho..estoad 

interest ,as 

labour was o::loitod at 	the hoi.estead level 

hOads.
 

a nw valuo undor the -rowing domin-nce of 
As land toof: on 

to refuse to allocate adocuatebeg-ncapitalist rel&tions, he-oads 


to ives on w;hich to produce subsistence crops as wall,
 
lnd 

ostablish their oirn homostoads.
 
and to sons upon which to 


trees increased the valuo of the lane
 T1ho planting of coffee 

TMe bare mini==


thc hor.ds to allocte it. and the resistance of 
w-s allocatod
 

_rovision of subsistence food needs 
ess.ontial fo
r 


usc 7ri-h.in the homestoad 
to the wJives. Ouch ztrugglos over land 


.area to force tha.,.

land shortage in tho

combined with gro-rin 


or seek wa!3 labour, a'::-eady notod
 
youngrnen to pioneer new land 


above.
 
in t.. colony as based
 --rocess
The capital! accumulation 


of theoperiod, i.e.
 
on absolute suplus value for 1inoot 

to the further
 
conditions 
were osta_ichcd wich !cd 

use
labour of the producers rathor than the 

jntenzif~cation of 
basic for increased.=nd modern fa= rrctice a 

of mechanioation 
led to soil deplotion


La-bour inteniicatio- inevitabl

production. 


Various schemes culminated
siortagounder conditions of !ancl 


in 1946 to countoract soil
 
in the 'I'-alo -2ehabilitation Sc'home' 


as wol' a's improved land

food productionincreazse 

as a cas.1 crop. J.ho scheme 
erosion and, to 

use and. the .roduction of -,attlo 


time was required to do
lbou_
because moro w.s 	 rQsisted, mainlyr 


to maee contour hedges, without an'
 
the e::tra t=rracian'd 


impossible
l -_nd fallo - wC.s a'.so 
cortirty of rcrC.a'd. Leaving 

for cash. 
due to iand shortage and the groi'-g impulse to produce 


! a - ; .z not in a Tozition to enforce such 
measures
 
The colo.%ia.l s 


h2.. a basis of local power to

:ilindi.gents no _ionC'ora.nC, the 


with force to i.ploment

do so. indeod, their identifica'tion 


resistance 
 thc&
 
the measures of the scherc -cc' to 

n 
so much 


dra a frol.! positions of poworiiinc, - ..... "ntc . to e-owit"
 

( Schbneior 177',. o .
.i -' . c. ... 	 of Produc­xh tioz' o2f ...)n 	 Ci-'"i. t 2elations_tictll: 

tieo caszh 

ThIclain 


the -v.tria.rch' aikuc .hoZW: tC-a. hoad"over 
7he0 do..minan cc of 

r, -_- -i?. c'o-)cncn c--, 0:1
• 

c to ,,-10 
> i&m T 'I2 ...

cro) ro. cfi 	 'o......;tc:2. i: rco;,-< to he 
cash far t:2o .mai'_Qton-.r-&0 

http:7ri-h.in
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doval2uai-, on0 ror-Cj"j' cn:jiclupodc,3*'ol T 

b o s i t o *tho l cozary natturo cfL -.o-ot labou:- i4n-1 roducin&. 
cubsistarxco nc : intajto Cir o~ 
 z 0~ rzucI o
 
woInon t s -'or: 
 eoc.s not. czoc.to ~rdc'bt- '4z'c'-- ic: c::c'=.naod for,
 
C'i1~ tii7t Z10oz V,7.
v u Do.;ZO hitS_- 7r .L -.- ­a o;o! 

is 0o:vo2lo t: i c ih-icI tho hoarOf t--0t~ ~ h hrduio 

of- c as2z *c~rc,-i i t:! thobzzcf' uol -ncoscrzy 7z-bour. of ';ho -.ivos 
Loo- zdt' othor-jzic r~aizxtaijn,,,- - il oro 

labour t-- o. mlo :lozells rIC3ouz in., ::roCu-,ci-nC tCC.ah crops,, togothlor
tuith tha~ othar hormootcac: ,.-omboz-o, is ptnc crylbour
 
timei, dopondina u -on tho nroportion of tizo procoodo 
 control~led
 
by the hoaci -.ftich caro usocl to 
 Pu=,c!,-asG r.into-±nmco 6-oodz and
 
sorvicos. 'rho 
 romc-incdor oi the lcabour, soont on caoh crotp pro­
duction 
 is surplus 2n:bour, z%-po-ri:tod2 by ccapjta2. throujhz tho
 
sunaolinolrr anon~cy of th--o hload 
 (o 193for fuzt-hor Cnalysis
 
along thosoli 1nos). The riocossar-y Irbour 
of 7!omron in -.)rticu-7az'
 
and their chTro rod;-iccz- tho svrplus foods 
 nocosoary. to zmaintcin 
the hoad anid -othor to!-)onc~omt =-c:.-rifzrd tlieir lZbour. for t1-e 
prodCIti;on Of oa:-7 C-: 

fJevo-loptmots undor t!ho Ujar~a~ notliaiccrm~ehvo 

altered ths~tonof 
 -. ],IiC-,7.tion of oldf and n~ -roL-tions
 
of production1. 
 ITot, soci 2-1 rc.'.tio-n based-- cri Gondor and %Go
 
are do~volo73i,-. 
 jAs notod a~bo-ro, th-o' load:si is -Drimcarily
 
r.ia-lo elders, 
 M=.y of wrHem areo w from theo rankl:s of t'.o- foudal
 
ruling clan.' 7chir 
 Cc~sh~dcicdes zbout labour, cnd, 1 ld:
 
a .mocation anZuso 
 vigo cmiciln incro sn, - this 
c:ntonacds no'bt on 2 tc t.'e vizl ;oo 1-.=-..z.: -nCf otIor UrodUctivo 
activitios bub to no~se
rocuction 
.s ircM. '!omon are -1 loca­
to! land not in 
 theoiz' o~m riegh-t, but as --rives of mor:'bors 
i . Imomoor-sna-p tencls to bo o::tondodl to horiostoad lloaCs,
 
and othelr s in thoL-.homostov',-
 boeconlo a~ccoc.ory mombers cis
 
o on e.onrts. Thsha 
oon a7CVo,-IoC for 0~,--C ina the *y in 

,i--c::. labour o!-.!i-t~ -'n of D~c>- mc.:bor ho.oestoac: to the v-llaI 

such ohli.r,,Ttiors to iri.iu.-= jars ri-;ion or wiome1n, oldl or 
70une,,, tnomt- arc? c::tcnciedc t;o ndteUnoral. Lo1soc:s trcn" 
is fo:-- .,vos to -

4 - ulf- -'.' -his J-."bcur oblication, 
I~n Som.,i':.-~ -~-~ e'on ontuistc 
 ;zhelro
 

:rc 0~dof ViA e jn,_ruto _:a- b cl-stzibutLc 0'i anU
 
indi-;vidusa ai 72CCOrdirign to -..Or.' izus Ut u:nde.r the la,-ttor 
conditions i L is 'oslato d7isc -i > volo-mont of mombershi') 
on an1~inli.dru- -actlierh-~st ~y. '-a n 

frc-crtcase 
secaxa to ho th- : -dorc-.Lhir.:vo to go 
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to work on tho vjilago farm in their pl.co, and that the women 

do so rolucte-ntly because it is the male iwo'.ds who will 

determine in tho end the distribution of -)rocoods from such 

labour. is one vil!a-ge woman noted (not in ISjh..ba but in 

a village of Dodoma), "I 1 don't go, I Zi.e, the homestead 

will be fined. If I go to .iy husbnd and n.s- for the fine 

(ohs !C), ho .il toll no, I don't havo th mnsor, why didn't 

'Iou go to wor::? £hat can "io do? ! go." (basod o'Irn*nrvidn.. 

wit..village women during the CC? Lorksihop on Irplemontation, 

Dodomn 197C)o Kaoro we see the way in which contradictions 

aro emorging.%ihich are rooted in the old -Datriarchy relations 

and which are opposite to the idoological aims of the ujamnaa 

vii1ag e prodrammo in eve-- respect. 

Lt villago baragas, thae voices of women cand youth are not 

heard, whother it is discussion of what to produce, how to 

produce it, what to do writh the proceeds. This is so despite 

tothe major contribution their labour m-:es such activities. 

Sur-21us produced in village production acitivitos is controlled
 

by the leadership, and usuo=l!3r i.i invested in com..ercial activities 

like shops and transport vehicles which.becomo moans 

of futthor onrichmrnt of the samce lo.dors all too often. 

:-'ven when a villago is able to retain possession of such enter­

prises, alternative an! more productive uses of surplus could
 

'
 
have bean found. Interesting enough, it is the women xrho seem
 

the most iriilinG and onthusiastic about such uses. Uomen argue
 

that they would use the village su=luo to fi;: broh:on milling
 

machines (thereby froeinC their labour from the arduous chore
 

of hand pounding to engc.ge in more productive work); to fix 

the countless.number of broken water ptu.ps (agadn, thereby 

freeing wooen's worl:) 

Under ouch conditions, women lack any material incentive to 

increase the production of crops or other products, be it on 

villace or private farzs. e.io orc-nisation of women's cooper­

be jointlyative economic activitios whoroby resources could 


of the problem.
pooled is an obvious solution to manlr .spects 


u--- to new - -ives tend to dominate such
Unfortunately, 

able to
developments, partly bocause they are the only w/omen 

secure adccuato capital to ongeo in cor.-orcial activities 

themeovs. Such ondoavours frooucnt!- collapse rulder accusa­

tions of misallo. ;.tion of funds or other resources, rcveaiint 

the undorlying social relations end the necessc-ary "tensions 

which emerge. Hoithor Sender (1974) nor Sch6nmeicr (1977) 

focused specifically on Lhe doesolomcnt of ;zoi:on activities, 

but it is poscible to generaliso from findings eo-hero 

(for e iyllo;. :-'7,CI 3ader *'''),
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=0,-triachyrelations continue to be reproeiiced31emonts of 

and contribute to t.,o oppr.3ssion of w/omen and of youth. Ulti­

matoly the entire poasant homostoc.d is exlpoitod by capitc.list 

relations, but the intermodi=ry-liho position of the homestead 

hoad makos ,i -.-3ear to be th'.e agent of o;:ploitation. Honco, 

the p.trirchy rel.tions. are one basi for the genozation anid 

appropriation of surplus which is ultimately a"P"priated in 

the form of suplus value by cc.pital. At the sncmo time, these 

rel.tins divide the peassnts among thomselves, not only men 

and women, but also you:,g and old, 

J?"F IG G2 DT 

The ideological function of concep:,s like linoago should 

now be clear. It is important to analyso such coneopts cTitinc..lyL 

in awreness of t'hoir role in ystifyina e:_:loitative and oppros-

VI. 7I:1 : :IST-CI2.. D 1TDcCI: OV2 3V 

sive relations wh1ich_.-ndrLio them. _roduction based on
 

and idoolo­oxploitation and domination recuires both repressive 

gical -pparatusos to contribute o the reproduction of its 

conditions of "-:uistonco . "-loro it ..ll be argued tha. the 

ideologies about female inferiority hav.e their material basis 

in gender relations of e=0oitation and/or oppression, and 

that these genlor relations are asoects of the patrinrchy relatlons 

tunderlying the patrilineage organisation. _laionts of *,theso"..
 

as sho'an inrzelationshave persisted up to the prosent-, 


tht 6ho primary.

preceding sectinns. It is correct to c.r:ou 


struggle of women for liberation must be waged to destroy
 

the mnaterial basis. of oppzression, i.e. to destroy vcstig,os of
 

patri-chy re! ions alonZ with ca-pitalist ro!ltions ;nhich
 

and subordinate w1omon.articul.age in such a wcfy as to ezploit 


Lt the same time, struggles must ta-kze place in the roalm of
 

ideology. Idoological constructs define parmnotqos 02 beha~hur
 

for different social catoor=ies. ideological apparatusos
 

have been important in co-it-rollin the la.bour of .women in
 

procapitlist and caoitalist social £fuations.
 

7a have already nIysed t-e .y in ;h:ich ;omen' s work
 

with the development of commodity
was objectively devalued, 


production during the o::-ansion of tlo ":ilindi"tat on
 

!ater under colonial rule. C e imr.ediate result was the
 

,hich s -.
extondedideological dovluatioa of women's -;:o:-, 


to the entire being of the -ioman. '_he outcome is illustrated
 

by the statoment below made by c.male -m.triarcl o 'eiorman (1972): 

The mrn has to do with disturbanes. .e ha..:n mawy worries. 

rom.an thinkas only about Coing to :or farm and cooking. 
A.me can Go from here to loshi, just because he is worriod. 

Dver! day has a nowr Problem. 7_woman only cook. Ghe ccn 

say, 'I have nothing to coo'-t or ' have no relish'. 

But it is a man's place to consider h!hyshe has none. 
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Of course, a woman does not onl-,r coo;-, and coo!-ing in any 

-iehave a lready 	discussed.ce.o ropvosonts 	 the nocess--- labour 

Mae folowinC doscription of a womments day, dated 1926 but 

ropots in the Shaccnbaa as olsewhoroparalloling present day 

in Tranynia, reminds us of the repetitive, drud.-rous but nocoss­

ary nature of o.s work in! production. I't 	is pcar .)hranod 

from tho ori-inal (rea.rse 1931 : 23). 

the "rifc ir up, foods the baty n,'puts hor/.im5:30 a. ra 
river or sprino 	to .£ot ".ateron hor bLc:: and 	uoos to the 

ah carries the w.ator i7: % !.arGO eorthwarofor t1he day. 

pot on ier ".oaed, to,2r iith tho Gourd dipper.
 

-tho wator, sheLftor returninf to te.o house e=d covering 


sIuoo-)s out the hOUse wit'. or'c)dcr-girs.
 

a week, shc -must go to the forest a. halfTwo or three d.ys 
hour wal y to cot firewood. Sho cuts do-wni tho br-n chos, 

binds ther in bundlos, ane carkios bac:- a load un to 70 pounds 

on!itih the baby all the tiie her back. 

The wood is stac'_ed by her undor the oavo of 	the hut. 

scamo clay she ::cos.to worlk onOther days or later in the 

the farm.
 

prepar-Somrotise in the aftoenoon she must rotu-n to begin 

ing .ho evening meali This involves 'romoval of the , 

groin from the cob, the husl.:ing, 7.nd sifting of the chaff, 
fine flour, and 	tho careful cooking
the actuv.! pounding int 


over­and stirring in the great earthen wcaro cooking pot 

the fire.? 
co only in part roflwtothe old ,n's ideas of ".jat womenlence, 

rn active
the objective devaluation of :omen' z .;07. It clso is 

Similar processes
distortion of the contribution which Momen make. 


, 
 in the ol2.ewringof devaluatio- and distortic- aro rovealod 


women b, z.le an f-mal poasants situated

,cannots' attributed to 7 

in different regions of T'n=r--ia (!;bilinyi 1972) 

-1om.:.en cannot
 
be of futi.&ze benefit to parents or fcilies
 

be as inbo"..iGont -s men
 

assume major responsibilities
 
be as strong as meen
 
be ecual to men
 
be roliablo
 
concentrate on thirking 
be of valuo
 

1e cannot me.orel7 disr.iss such ideas. In the contc.t of elements 

today, sons do have obliga­of patriarch -rela.ions wich o::ist 


-not have,
dughters ­families th-- do to.oltions to their aoontndod .....,ions 


access -o the material .e-s necessar to fulfill

and the- have 


the of'

those obligations. Uome.- haeo obliglatio- to family 


their owrn fariiiioz
their husband, and therofore are a 'loss' to 
not o_- theC r. _e3sof produc­omen doce terIf 

tion nor the proceeds of their o. labour and 	 that of thir
 

rozonsibiities'
children ,thor cannot possib.y assur.:o tmajor 


chit d- n ,z
 

http:1om.:.en
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these ieolog-e-s !.~itimiso the perpetuation of Iomen's adispoesson 
.rIthIn homestead production, thoy have a-n active function wich. 

must be chaicr.ged toother Iith t.heir material basis. One of
 
the first 
 stops to be tz:zon is to confront the f!so conscious­
ness of women pegso5=ts t-emselves, i_2o nstruct 
their dauG-.tors
 
in humility, 
 docility,-, passivity, service anc' subordination 

to thoir fatlors nd brothers, their futue husbands and his 
kin, Girls can that their r..tezIal elis'erco depends- on 
"attachment to a rs.lc, provider, which is a valid reflection of
 
the real rle.ations botween homestead 
 heads and wives.
 

.TIoviolence w-rith which the role of wtomen 
 has been distorted
 
and dovalusd. is spr.ptoctic f -t!•-o things : the significance
 
of male domination for social reproduction irtin the context
 
of p.rticular-social- roltions at 
a r-articulcr-point of time..::-.. 

and.the struggles and resistance of womon against .mailo domination
 
and female subordination.
 

Mie Shambaa myth of Shotda, a myth of 6rioin, ..exmlifios
 
ideologies of male domination. ".ccording to one version 
of the 
myth, -3hottc conquered -ho former female chief, Bang-e, .&aid to 
be -a 'murdorous' woman, by usingr his oxp-ndanble ond glorious. 
penis 'to penotrate and then soi.or her to. de.th 'during-sexual
 
introcourse. :-Lccording to the other loss 
 lively version, he. 
conquered DenGwe by first satisfying her se:-ually, -iich led to
 
the desire of her women followors for the 
samo sexual -relations
 
with him. Bangwe 
 refuses to share him, and the other-.womo react 
byr Ms tin C heuta their chief. _e pa.triarch, informants eo.plain 
that this myth explains the origins of the patriarchy rolati6ns 
of male dominan.ce 7enan1974).
 

'The theme of male dominance also =7_isos in the 
myth of 1*bogha, 
tho myth of origin of the 'Zilindi Kingdom. '.series o- dyadic. 
relations in.myth are established to distinu-uish bentoeen flbeea, 
symbolic of th3. Kiglindi ruling clan, a-nd the subjects of feudal 
rule, called the henbaa in general. ,isonauest of the hambaa 
is chractarised in this wa, thmt ho 'rade "hem al- women'.. 

..o is strong, they are weal:, lih',o men to women. lie /Cs a hunter,
they cultivators. -:s provided moat, they star6h. All of these 

reflect the techinical sexuac.l division of labour and the underlying 
patriarchy reltions of production..
 

Tmnale [Zesistance 
-ho vehemence Aith :.ich the subordination of women is 

insisted upon byr such myths cnd ideological distortions actually 
reveals the reality of female rosistcco to opirossion and. 
eploitation on the basis of gondor. Such idrnologior must 
have a~chieved! -rticulcr s.liency du'rirIg thc later period of 
decline of the iilindi stato cndl the ostablishmont of the 
coloniaLf tte. _. oroding of the rateric.l. bacose for rrcca-i­

http:dominan.ce


talist roeaton:e Wo!:ened L:o ptt of male elders \triarchs
rand homestead N :10 ucrG1he Cea , v1s-a-vis, women and youth, Tio outcries
 
during the colonial Poriod 
 about the g-ror-nC indoe:indonco agd
 
'lack of roesect' of women, and their 
 groing izrnorality (!),
 

must be placed in th-zis contc:ct. . :oroovor, -:om.on w-ere 'rLunning
 
away' from oppression. 1'ision stT.ationb 'wro one avenuo of
 
oscape for womon 
 who rojectod a proviously arraged betrothal.
 
or wanted to leave an unplo"sant marraigo situation. 
 -ho missions 
were sympathetic to such potential converts and prbvided them
 
nith education and oven 
 wzago l.bour as an alternative moans of
 
subsistence, -omen a2so migrated to urban contros to seek wag
 
labour or else, more frequently, potty- trade, boer broing,
 
prosItution. 
 T e later activities wore often the only alternatives 
given women's uneodcl access to education and employers' pi:lfor­
once for hiring male labour (Dr-cson and Iibinxi 197;).
 
Those wore alternatives to dependency on homostoad heads whIch
 
evolved after the development of cazitalist social 
relations. 

h t of resistancc during orlier periods? I have come
 
across references to two responses, rofeing 
to the period of
 
decline of the -illndi 
state, -Toen werre said to be seiod by
 
alien spirits, which caueed them "lant
to to oat their o.n
 
babies" (Feierman 1974:201)r Th1is possession was related 
to
 
the anxieties aroused by the dangers of thce slave trade and the
 
real possibility of beinng seized alonu 'rith one's childron. 

The other phenomena is 'coo-ing pot suicide'. Pregnant 
women cursed their sons or their brothers as they broke their 
cooking Dots, and died shortly thereafter. In fact, womon freq­
uently poisoned thomseves and their yroungest children, the
 
children being u-ia5a 
to cope alone without the motherta care. 
Such deaths and the cimse itself wore beleived to lead to more
 
deaths in the lineago itself, and lineagos tried to avoid such
 
suicides by protecting the interests of the women involved.
 
T1omen could therefore manipulate the throat of suicide as a way 
of bettino their conditions. Clearly women turned to suicide 
as a last resort, after being mistreated by tho.husbcand without 
cny protection from ihor oiwn relatives. ;_s Foorman points out, 
it was the last resort of an individual in a1holpless ,osition 
.rithin the pcatriarchy re!ations (1972). "'oung men w"th Comineor­
ing fathers c.lso comitod suicide, by h.aning thotiselvos, /hich 
was also believed to spoil the lineage and cause more doeAths* 
Probably the problem was not a domineering attitude but rather 

the patriarch's refusal to allocate moeans of production to the 
son. 

T-e pathos o:phibitod by such actions reflocts the contra­
.ic~r- situation -. omen boen .ceK in, n--oa on:r in the 
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past but: also in theC present. -he d3volonment of so,.-moditisation 

in posnt 'rodfuction the .terati-ss of .'ne labourlnd repro­

sent posi_.it-*cc for individua.'l -..nmon to .re themselvos 

from t-hoir 'bondaz.-o' to .ariarc:- tions. the present_n 


epoch of monopoly ca.it.lisho:over, the T,-nia economy
 

is not devolopin.; the bvsis for c ...i.lz-. accu::uI ation 
necessary 

to o Dnd industrios :.d Vtaorob' eros.to a uc.to .;a-o labour 

opportunities , t t:e sai~n time the state has not confronted
 

the issue of contracictions rooted in Dotriarchy reiations,
 

and the iogal system hl.l= actu.Ily entronchod certain e1:oY
aspects. 

For ox;ampo, 'customar- l_. is relied upon to decide .lloca.tion 
of children .t the tine of divorce or w.nido.hood, whlich in prac­

tico has meant in the majority of cacses that children are handed 

over by the courts to their fatheors or pcatorncli kin in the caso 

of death of the fathe, In/neritnce of ")roert-agcin =flocts 

patriarchy relations, c.nd :o!~rGr.j is 7eoitrli3ted so long as 
the firstw wife asCroes to her husband's t--ing-oth6- wife. 

.omen face . fundamental ins.curity :•nithin their o-n. homzes,
 

Lthoujh an increasing number are roacting b," rdjocting
 

legan marriage baced on patriarchy, others are caught in the
 
web of concern and rosponsibilit'r for their child'_'en's welfare, 

. +//'he alternativec open. to p,-etaant -ro few.and 4i1l remAins -omon 

so~ t1lo vil ;-olicy is
j ujrx'a .... .pe isso.f transformod',t~dother 

-with thedcontradictory aspects of marriage cnd other laws.: 
There are other gove-nmcnt TDolicies a:rich3rotentially progroso
 

sive in estCblislhing necossary conditions for the c.vCanCement
 

e women's str-uggics and thc struggles for socialismj. Those 

include the cro-.tion of village-level small ind-ust- integrated 

.ith regional cand national basic industry strC.togEr, the Cctual 

stru6ture (on-,.por) of vi.lgc± governments which calls .for
 

participation of P-J. r.embers in basic d-c" io ­ ahing,/the

provision of .:.,c,::uctivo i including humn resources of 

expertiso to erdw.nce la.bour rind land roductivity within
 

villngo lagriculturo, The da.ger lies in lac: of cl.rit, about
 

the cbsolutoe necessity of orgaisation and struj'l.ea to
 

ensure thct woman are no.t ,vr:'ooked, or -w7orso yet, -co.actua
 

enploited and opp-Dressod riwen more,
 

Tis is a revised version of a -a,)orogLinally _rosonteda joint 3eininar, Dar es 
to

S-cistory/ociologyUni'fersity of Calaai, 
February 1979. -ho revision has bee ui bly criticil comments 
and suggestions received from coelleo..ues, ncuding tho.students 
of 100OG, and _ar. tho of r.l I.us _af cnd Cicaey
Looe!o
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21t is "orth;r-ilo here to briefly dofino co-me of thc key concepts 
used in the .Por. I,;ode of producbion rofers to the combination 

' .

of iabourors, non-!abourcrs cc: the .nenz o proc'uction, their 
combination determined by the relations of production articulated 
Ath the forces of inruz-roduction. labour is the general 
form in which su.-lus is a-prpiated in all modes of production, 
even in classless :oces. -o reltions of i:-oduction define 
a specific form of a --ro'priation of surplus labour according 
to a relation of -roperty,, central being oinorship Qnd control 
of the raeans of production m.nd the product of labour. The 
relations of 'oroductin determine the social division of labour, 
whereas tha forcso of production dotormino the technical division 
of labour over which, the rclations of production ara dominant. 
A social formation isa more compx~;: concept of w'hat is generally
 
referred to as a society, and refers to thu articulation of a
 
dominant mode of production wit1 other modes or elements of
 
modes of production, which is concoptuz-lisec with reference
 
to production, ideology and prlitics. Tloso conceotualisations
 
have been drawn directly from Moss 1973.
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