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SOCIAL AND ECONCMIC DEVELOPMENT IN UPPER
VOLTA ~ WOIAN'S PENSPECTIVE

WoMEN THROUGHOUT AFRICA ARE CONFRONTING CHANGES OVER WHICH THEY

HAVE NO CONTROL AND WHICH FRIQUENTLY HAVE DISTRESSING CONSEQUENCES FOR
THEMes THEY ARE CAUGHT DETWEEN THE DEMANDS OF A MODERNIZING ENVIRONMENT
AND THEIR TRADITIONAL RESFONSIBILITIESe THEY FIND THE!R NEW ECONOMI|C

AND SOCIAL ROLES POORLY DEFINEDe ClI THE ONE HAND CONCERNED WOMEN ARE
OFTEN CRITICAL OF CURRENT POLICIES WHICH IGNORE THEIR NEEDS, ON THE
OTHER THEY ARE OFTEN CRITICAL OF THEMSELYES FOR NOT CLEARLY DEFINING

AND BTATING THEIR NEEDS AND THE POLIBIES AND PROGRAMS THAT WOULD CREATE
THE BEST ENVIRONMENT FOR THEJR ADVANCEMENT o

THROUGHOUT THE WGORLD THE TOP|C OF WOMEN'S STATUS AND ROLES HAS
BEEN TRE SUBJUECT OF [INNUMERACLE SEMINARS, ARTICLES, STUDIES, AND
PROGRAMS. |T 15 & SUBJYVECT OM WIIICH NUMERDUS THEORIES COMPETE, SE/RCHING
"FOR A NEW PHILOSOPHY WHICH WOULD RECOGN]ZE WOMEN AS RATIONAL AMD
RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUALSe IN AFRIGA THIS TOPIC HAS IMPASSIONED WwOMEN
FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE THAN  THAT FOUND IN THE WEST. INSTEAD OF
SEARCHING FOR NEW FREEDOM FROM FAMILY DEMANDS, AFRICAN WOMEN ARE
STRUGGLING TO RETAIN THEIR FORMER [HNDEPENDENCE AND STATUS WITHIN THE
FAMILY STRUCTURE, AND TO CONTINUE THEIR IMPORTANT ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
ROLES WITHIN THE FAMIL(? AND THE COMMUNITY

THIS INDEPENDENCE HAS ALREADY BEEN WEAKENED BY WESTERN 1DEAS WHICH
DEFINE THE WOMAN'S ROLE AS LIMITED TO THE CARE OF FAMILY MEMBERS =NO THI
WOUSEHOLD, AND BY MODERNIZATION, WUHICH IS BRINGING ADVANTAGES TO MEN SUT
NOT .TO WOMENs HOWEVER, THE DROUGHT HAD A SUDDEN AND IMMEDIATE {MPACT ON
THE ROLES OF WOMEN IN SAHALIAN COUNTRIESS FIRST, THE VASTLY INCREASED
PRESSURES ON THE LAND THREATENED WOMEN'S ACCESS TO LAND IN AREAS WHERE
BHE TRADITIONALLY HAD HER OWN FIELDSe SECOND, THE DROUGHT WAS FOLLOWED
BY A PROLIFERATION OF PROGRAMS FREGUENTLY MODELD ON WESTERN 1DEAS, W4ICH

A1DED MEN BUT NOT WOMEN |N FARIMING, MANUFACTURING AND COMMERCE.



WOMEN ARE SEFING, HOWEVIR, Tu AT LOCAL GOVERNMENT S, NON=
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, ND DIVERSE ASSOCIATIONS ARE BEGINNING
TO MOBILIZE A PART OF THEIR RESGURCES FOR "WOMEN'S PROGRAMS". THesE
PROGRAMS ARE FREQUENTLY CARRISD OUT ON AN AD HOGC BASIS WITHOUT 4NY
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN USING A COMMON ~PPROAGCHS CONCERNED WOMEN KNOY THAT
PROGRESS DEMANDS THEIR PARTICIPATION A4S BOTH CITIZENS AND ECONOMIC
AGENTS IN THE CONCEPTIUN AND EXECUTION OF PLANS WHICH INFLUENCE THE
ECONOMiC AND SOCIAL LIFE OF THE COUNTRYs WOMEN |N MANY COUNTRIES ~RE
ALSO SEE!NG THAT THIS 15 4 PERIGD OF POLJTICAL RE~ORGANIZATION, AND
RE=THIMKING OF NATIONAL POLICIESs TUEY NOWw HAVE A CHANCE TO SfEAK UP
FOR CHANGES THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEfs

EoucaTeDp AND cONCERNED VOLT IC WOMEN ARE REACTING TO THESE
VARIOUS ECONOMIC AND SOCI!AL PRESSURES, AND TO NEW POLITICAL OPPORTUN|=
TIES, BY STUDYING THEIR FUTURE AMD FINDINC WAYS TO VERBALIZE THEIR
CONCERNS aAND 1DE:ss Over 100 yomen were INVOLVED IN INTERVIEWS, STUDIES
AND SEMINARS CARRIED ouT 8y SAED .uTHRoPOLOG)ST MariLYN HoskiNs 2nD
socioLocisy JosérniNe GuIssSou AD FinsNcCED By AID (REDSO/WA, Agyipyan).
THEIR IDEAS ON THE CHANGING ECONOHIC AND SOCIAL SITUATION OF VoLTalc

WOMEN AND THEIR PROPOSALS FOR FUTURE PROGRAMS ARE SYNTHESIZED N T-1S§

PAPER.
ASSTRACT
THE WOMEN STRESSED CEZTaln CASIC IDEAS OVER AND OVER, AND 3, 580
THEIR PROGRAM PROPOSALS UPOM THEN THESE ARE DESCRIBED QRIEFLY HE"Z

AND SUPPORTED WITH DETAILS, E)(AHPLES, AilD SPECIFIC PROGRAMS IN THE

FOLLOWING TEXT.

I'n THE Soc1aL SECTOR, THESE woncH DISCUSSED EDUCATION, LAW,

MEDICINE, AND SOCIAL SERVICES. r-cn or THESE SERVICES WAS ONCE P.2T of

AN INTEGRATED COMMUNITY SYSTEM, LUT CACH 'S NOW OVERLAID 8Y WESTERNMITEZD,
INSTITUTIONS WHICH ARE NOT SUPPOLT. BLE DY COMMUNITY MEANS AND ARE
INADAPTED TO REAL NEEDS. Evgn THOUGH FINANCED BY THE TAX REVENUES QF

ALL CITIZENS, THEY ARE LIMITED ToO SENVING A SMALL NUMBER OF ELITE.

BECAUSE THESE INSTITUTIONS ARE NOT WIDESPREAD, THE TRADITIONAL COMMUNITY



STRUCTURES ARE STILL FUNCTIONING TC SCME EXTENT AND ARE AVAILABLE TO
DRAW UPON iN DEVISING YOLTLIC SOLUTIONS TO THE CHANGING YOLTAIC NEEDSS
THUS !NSTEAD OF ASKING HOW TO MAKE THESE SO~CALLED MODERN INSTITUT|ONS
MORE AVAILABLE TO WOMEN, THE WONHEN ASKED WHAT NEW APPROACHES COULD GF
DESIGNED TO FIT THE CHANGING LIFE STYLE IN UpPER VOLTA, UTILIZING THE
STRENGTHS OF THE VOLTAIC TRAOITIONS ~AND CRAWING FROM THI ADVANTAGES
OFFERED BY DEVELOPMENT TECHNOLOGIESs AS THEY TALKED, THEY CONTINUALLY
STRESSED THAT THESE NEW INSTITUTIGNS SHOULD BE SUPPORTAULE BY THE
COMMUNITY, ADAPTED TO THE REAL 'EEDS, AND SHOULD SERVE “HE ENTIRE
POPULUSs TH4E WOMEN [DENTIFIED CE T.IN NEV PROBLEMS WHICH NEITHER THE
TRADITIONAL NGR THE MODERN SYSTEMS /DDRESSED AND RECOMMINDED A NUMBER
OF PROGRAMS TO MEET THESE PROBLEMSes :1OWEVER, THEIR MAIN SUGGESTIONS |N
THE SOCIAL SECTOR WERE FOR COMI'UNITY~DASED AND~SUPPORTED PROGRAMS WITH
COMMUNITY MEMOERS BEING GIVEN DASIC THAAINING AND THE MEANS FOR SOLVING
MANY OF THE EDUCATION, HEALTH, LEG/L AND SOC!AL PROBLEMS WITHIN THE
THE COMMUNITYs THEY WANTED ALL PROGRAMS 70 BUILD INDEPENDENCE, NOT

DEPENDENCE"

THE VOLTAIC WOMAN HAS ALWAYS CONTRIDU'ED TO THE FAMILY'S FOOD
PRODUCTION WHICH |S UNDER THE CONTROL OF THF HEAD OF THE FAMILY, Shg-
ALSO HAD A PERSONAL INCOME UNDER HECR OWN CONTROL, WHICH SHE USED TO
PROVIDE FOR A CERTAIN CLEARLY--PESCQN]OED RESPONSIBILITIES TO THE FAMILY
AS WELL AS HER PERSONAL NEEDSe |T 1S THIS ROLE OF PROVIDER OF SPECIFIC
INOISPENSABLE [TEMS FOR THF FAMILY AND FOR HERSELF, AND & GERTAIN SELT=
SUFFICIENCY WHICH THE WOMEN FEEL |S THREATENED. VOLTAIC DEVELOPMEMT
EFFORTS TEND TO WITHHOLD FROM THE WOMAN AGRICULTURAL TRAINING, TOOLS,
AND PRODUCTS NECESSARY FOR MODER “CRICULTURAL PRODUBTION, ¢S WELL .3
TRANSPORTATION, MOBILITY, EDUC.TION, AND RESOURCES FOR ENTRY [NTO MOLCHE
COMMERCE OR INDUSTRY. SHE THUS LCCOMES ECONOMICALLY CRIPPLED IN THE
MODERN WORLDe THE WOMEN IN THIS STUDY WANT PLANNERS, VOLTAIC AND FOKEIGH
ALIKE, AND ALL VoLTatcs (BSPECIALLY HUSODANDS) TO REALIZE THAT ACTIVE
AND RESPONSIBLE PARTICIPATION 1!' THE CCONOMIC LIFE OF THE FAMILY AND THE
COUNTRY 1S NEITHER NEW NOR THRE. TCHINGe |T 1S, INDEED, NECESSARY IF THE

WOMAN IS TO CONTINUE HER ROLE ~AS N CSGENTLAL PART OF AN HAaRMONIOUS
ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND POLITIC L UIIT INSTEAD OF FOLLOWING THE ESSENTIALLY
FOREIGN PATTERN OF CEING LINITED TO THE ROLE OF WIFE—-SERVANT IN THE

SERVICE OF THE FAMILY.



.

THE WOMEN ALSO ADDRESSED THC PHOGLEM OF POWER, RECOGNIZING THAT
IN THE MODERN SECTOR THEY HAVL VEAY LITTLE POLITICAL VO|GCE-. THELIR
CONCENSUS WAS THAT THERE SHOULD C& » MATIoNAL WOMEN'S CounGiL wHICH

COULD BE A LIAISON BETWEEN WOMEN AND THE GOVERNMENT .

BoTH FEDERATION MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBDERS MENTIONED THAT THE
FeoeraTion oF VoiLtaic WoMen s CECOMING 4 FORUM FOR WOMEN OF ALL SGGI AL
LEVELS AND COULD BE USEFUL TO GOVERMENTAL AND NON=~GOVERNMENT AL
ORGANIZATIONS IN HELPING DESIGN PROGRAMS, IN SUPERVISING P{LOT PROJECTS,

AND IN EVALUATING SPECIF|IC PROGR/MS AS THEY AFFECT WOMEN.

SO0C I AL SECTOR

Sociar WELFARE TRADITIONALLY 1S PART OF A COMPREHENSIVE INTEGRATZID
SYSTEM THAT TOUCHES ALL ASPECTS QF DAILY LIFEs |7 IS A COMMUNITY AFF:[fno»
THERE ARE EXPECTATIONS OF UBCHAV]OD THAT VARY BY ETHNIC GROUP, UT 0T
THE MORE AND THE LESS CENTR/LLY ORG.II1ZED ETHNIC GROUPS HAVE 5LASIC 5201 AL

UNITS FROM THE EXTENDED FAMILY TO TUE VILLAGES

EDUCATION
—_————
UNDER THE TRADITIONAL SysTEr ~nvy ADULT CAN CORRECT OR ADVISE .
YOUNGSTER ON SOCIAL CONDUCTs THERL A0E NO FORMAL EDUCATIONAL STRUCTU-EZ,
HOWEVER THERE ARE SPECIAL TIMES DURING WHICH YOUNG PEOPLE ARE DROUGHT

TOGETHER UNDER ADULTS OHARGED WITH THEIR EOUCATI!ON (ExCISION FOR G1aLS
AND CIRCUMCISION FOR BOYS)s "OST EOUCATION | S A PROCESS OF CHILDREN
SITTING AND WORKING WITH ADULTS, 'O LISTENING Y0 ADVICE AND COMMENTS
ON SUCH THINGS AS RULES OF SEH.VIOA, CAUSES AND CURES FOP ATLMENTS, aMD "
OBLIGATIONS TO ELDERS« CHILORE: wORK WHILE LEARNING AND CONTRIBUTE THE]
LABOR AT THE SAME TIME. LL PHASES OF TRADITIONAL SOCIAL &AND ECONOMIC °
LIFE ARE KNOWN AND OISCUSSED OY THE COMMUN|TY AND ARE REINFORCED BY 2ITES
OF PASSAGE, CEREMONIES, ano rol¥ TiLcs. Tue COMMUNITY TEACHES CHILDKEN

WHAT THEY NEED FOR THE{R ADULT LIVES. |7 TEACHES THEM TO 1E CONSClOUS
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8CHOOL AND 00 NOT SUCCEED ARE ALSO NO LINGER FIT FOR FARM WORK NOR
ARE THEY ABLE TO ENTER THE 1{ODZ%I! yORLDs IN A COUNTRY OF 95 RURAL
POPULATION IT 1S INDEED FORTUMATE THAT LESS THAN 10 % OF THE ToTaL
POPULATION IS EDUCATED. |P BY 11AGIC WE 30ULD SUDDENLY ENROLL ALL OUR
CHILOREN IN THIS SCHOOL SYSTEM, [T WOULD SEEM THAT WE WOULD HAVE A
WHOLE GENERATICN OF PENPLE UNMABLE TO AT TAXES TO SUPPORT THE SYSTEM,
AND INDEED UNABLE EVEN TO FEED ITStLF" THE VAST MAUOR(TY OF YOUNG
STUDENTS ARE UNABLE TO FINISH THCIR STUDIES FOR LACK GF FUNDS, LACK
OF OPPORTUNITY, FAMILY OOLIGATIOKS, OR LACK OF INTELLECTUAL APTITUDESs
Or over 1000 cuiLorEN WHO sTinT scHooL, ONLY 275 (or 27 %) FiNISH
PRIMARY SCHOOLS AND 5 (OR 2 /%) GET . HIGH SCHOOL 0I1PLOMAs THE WOMEN
FIND THIS AN APPALLING WASTE CF HUMAN RTZSOURCES A§S MANY OF THE 98 o
WHO FAIL TO GRADUATE HAVE ONLY TNAINED THEMSELVES {NTO PERPETUAL
UNEMPLOYMENT.

IT 1's NOT ONLY THE LACK OF TOAENTING IN VIABLE ECONOMIC SKILLS

WHICH SEEMS TO BE WORRYING THE WnENe URBAN EDUCATORS ARE PARTICULARLY
CONCERNED THAT THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEH DOES NOT TRAIN THE "WHOLE" CHILD.
bT BEGINS AT AGE SEVEN AND ONLY TYE FEW WHO CAN AFFORD PRIVATE NURSEAY
SCHOOLS CAN OBTAIN SCHOOLING FG: TUEID CHILDREN BEFORE THIS <GF.
EspeEciaLiy IN THE UraaAN ENVIROEHENT, BUT ALSO !N RURAL SCHOOLS, ONCE

A CHILD IS ENROLLED FAMILIES TEND T% LEAVE THE TOTAL TRAINING TO THC
SCHOOL, WHILE THE SCHOOL PROGRAM |5 DESIGNED TO DEAL MERELY 4+ Th ThE
INTELLECTUAL ASPECTS. | ANY PARCHTS DC NOT UNDERSTAND THE FROGRAM MO
FEEL INADEQUATE TO "INTERFEREeY UNC VOMAN URBAN SCHOOL ADMIMISTR,TOR
SUBGESTS THE NEED OF AN EXPERINENTAL APPROACH FOR URBAN AS WELL AS
RURAL S@ROOLS IN WHICH PARENTS AHD TLACHERS WORK TOGETHER TD SHARE

RESPONSIBILITIES IN TRAINING THE COITLETE CHILD.

Women FOUCATORS ALSO COMPL | TH.LT EVEN THE TASK OF INTELLECTU AL
TRAINING OF THE CHILD CANNOT BC 0CHT IN THE CURRENT SITUATION. - HCRE
ARE NOT ENOUGH SCHOOL BUILODLINGS ik SCHOOL DORMATORIES ESPECI ALLY FOR

GIRLS. THE STATE OF MANY THAT £31c7T 15 DISGRACEFUL THERE 15 A SHICKI: S
LACK OF LEARNING MATERIALSs /ITHOUT COOKS AND OTHER TRAINING A10S,
TEACHERS CANNOT DO AN ADEQUATE JOGe TEACHERS FEEL MANY MORE PEOPLE WOULD
ELECT TO BECOME TEACHERS IF COMND|T|OiS WERE NOT SO DV FFICULTs Iwgy

PLEAD THAT SOME MCRE RATIONAL SYSTEN OF EDUCATION BE CHOSEN F"R THE
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HEALTH

TRADIT!ONALLY A GREAT NUNOCR OF HE ALTH=RELATED DEC!ISIONS ARE
HADEl WITHIN THE HOME AND COMMUNITYs ‘‘OMEN HAVE ALWAYS BEEN INVOLVED
IN NUTRITICN, FIRST AlD, HYGIENE, AND OTHER HEALTH ACTIVITIES:
MODERNI ZATION NOT ONLY ORINGS IiANY MNEW HEALTH PROBLEMS, BUT T OFTEN
HAS THE EFFECT OF TAKING THE POVER OF DECISION AWAY FROM THE INBDIVIDUAL
AND OUT OF THE COMMUNI|ITY»

WOMEN wHO WORK [N THE FIELC OF HEALTH COMPLAIN ABOUT THE
IGRORANCE AND THE LACK OF INFORMATIOH WOMEN HAVE ABOUT MODERN KEALPH
MATTERS« |F A wOMAN GIVES ONE /M|LL TO HER CHILD AND THE CHILD GETS
BETTER, SHE MAY THEN GIVE (T THUREE TO ULE SURE IT IS CUPED Wi THOUY
REALIZING THE STRENGTH OF THE DRUG AMD THE POTENTI! AL DANGER. SHE MAY
ALBO DBE UNABLE TO DESCRIBE HER SVHMPTOMS OR 8E UNAWARE OF WHICK SYMPTOMS
ARE CONSIDERED SERIOUS TO A MODERN DOCTORe WITH THE NEW STYLE OF LAVING
SHE NEEODOS NEW INFORMATION ON TOPICS Q,E' SEX EDUCATION, POSSISBLE DAMAGE
WHICH CAN ACCOMPANY AN EXCISiOM, AHD FJRST AID TECHNIQUES FOR TREATING
HERSELF AND THOSE ARQUND HER»

NEw THINGS ARE HAPPENING [ H“ER WORLD ABOUT WHICH SHE 'S NOT
INFORMED » C0NST“‘<UCTION OF DAMS DOINGING A PERMANENT WATER SUPPLY MAY
ALSO BRING MEW DISEASESS INTRODUCTION OF CASH CROPS Mry BRING NOT ONLY
MONEY BUY ALSC FOOD SHORTAGES O HECATIVE DIETARY CHANGES. Laaawi2aT]ON
OFTEN TRINGS TNCREASED SANITATIZN N0 EPIDEMIC PROBLEMS WwHICH RELUIRE

URBAN PLANNINGe IT ALSO THCTNEASES T+ T INCIDENCE OF VENERIAL T!1SEnSE

m

W4HICH PGINTS UP THE NEED FOR SEX EDUCATIONS. CHANGING DIET ~ANTC THE USE

OF MODERN OENTIFRICE INSTEAD OF SDLOMTIONAL TOOTH HYGIENE HAS GREATLY

INCREASED THE INCIDENCE OF DENTAL LOOLEMSe THE INTRODUCTION OF THE

BABY DOTTLE HAS BROUGHT WITH 1T

CFCCTIOGNS AND CERTAIN TYPES CF MalL-—

NURISHMENT IN BABIES .

ACCORDING TO THC WOMEN [HTERVICWED, HEALTH PLANNING TAKES VIGILAHCE
AND CONCERN, IT ALSO REQUIRES CAREFUL RATING OF PRIORITIES TO 7TE SURE
THAT PEOPLE HAVE AS MUCH CONTROL 7VECH THE!IR OWN HEBLTH £S5 POSSIGLE, /‘\ND'

THAT ALL PEOPLE SHARE IN 1HE SENEFITS OF IMPROVED HEALTH CARE.

THE WOMEN SPOKE OF Foun ASPECTS OF MODERN MEDICAL Carc: 1) WE.LTH
CAFE, PERSONNEL, FACILITIES AND PROGHAMS] 2) MEDICINES AND ORUGS; 5)

NUTRITION; AND H4) PREVENTIVE HFEALTH CARE .
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1) PERSONNEL, FACILITIES AiD PROGRAMS : In Urper VoLTA THERE Arc

CURRENTLY 40 VoLTaic DOCTORS, {10GT OF WHOM LIVE IN URBAM CENTERS, AND
BOME OF WHOM ARE ADMINISTRATORS GF PROGRAMS AND NOT PRAGT!ITIONERS.
Tuere are 150,000 peopLE PER DOCTOR AND, OF COURSE, IN NURAL AREAS
THE RATIO 1S MUCH HIGRERs 'HE “YORLD ""EALTH ORGANIZATION RECOMMENDS A
MINIMUM OF 1 poctor For eaGH 10,000 peopLEs THIS PROPORYION WOULD
REQUIRE 520 DOCTORS SPREAD THROUGHOUT UPFER YOLTA AND MORE THAN 14 nEw
DOCTORS PER YEAR JUST TO ACCOUNT FOR THE POPULATION GROWTH. THERE ARE
FIVE HOSPITALS IN THE COUNTRY, OR OHE HOSPITAL FOR EACH 1.40 MiLLICN
PeopLE: OFTEN THESE WOSPITALS DO MOT HAVE THE PERSONNEL, EQUIPMENT,
AND MEDICINES NEEDED TO OPERATE EVEN AT MINIMUM LEVELS, CLEARLY THERE
I8 NO waY UpPER VOLTA CAN, IN THE NEAR FUTURE, OFFER THIS TYPE OF

FACILITY TO3 THE MAJORITY OF ITS CITIZENS,

TRAINED PERSONNEL FREQUENTLY Ai. LOATH TO WORK IN RURAL CONDITICNS»
THIS, HOWEVER, MAY IMPROVE AS MORE THAINING IS GIVEN IN Upper VoLTA
UNDER VOLTAIC CONDITIONS, INSTEAD OF [N FRANCE WHERE TECHNIQUES ARE
FREQUENTLY ILL~ADAPTED TO CONDITIONS IN AFRICA. SEVERAL WOMEN IN
MEDICAL EDUCATION STRESSED HOW IMPORTANT LOCAL TRAINING IS AND HOW
MUCH REAL EXPERIENCE STUDENTS RECEIVE IN RURAL AREAS WHERE TH.RE ARE
A VARIETY OF CASES EACH DAY AND STUDENTS MUST FREOUENTLY EXERCISE A
GREAT DEAL OF RESPONSIBILITY AI'D IOITIATIVE. I'T 15 EXPENSIVE AND T)NE-
CONSUMING TO TRAIN DOCTORS, AMO CLE/ RLY THERE ARE HEALTH DECIS!IONS

THAT CAN BE MADE BY PEOPLE WHO HAVE " ARA-MEDICAL TRAINING:

THE WOMEN POINTED TO MEDICAL PROGRAMS IN TANZANIA AND IN NIGER
WHERE MEALTH DEL IVERY SYSTEMS STALT AT THE VILLAGE LEVEL-. FROM THE
PROGRAM IN NIGER, WOMEN MENTIGHED COLMUNITIES THAT ELECT LOCAL
REPRESENTATIVES TO WORK ON A VOLUNTEED BASIS AS HEALERS AND MID—=WIV{G-e
THEY ARE GIVLN SHORT TERM TRAINING ~HD MINIMUM SUPPLIES OF MEOIC INE
AND EQUIPMENT TO BE ABLE TO DETECT CELTAIN COMMON DISEASES, TREAT MILOR
AITLMENTS AND WOUNDS, AND REFEH MORE SCRICUS AILMENTS OR COMPLICATED
BIRTHS TO A CLINICs IN THE Tonizarla PHOGRAM WOMEN MENTIONED THE USE
OF FLOW CHARTS GREATLY CUTTING THEZ T.4C NEEDED FOR PARA=MEDICS TO
DIAGNOSE AILMENTL, AND THE USE OF PARA-MEDICS TO PERFORM MANY SEXVICES
USUALLY DONE BY DOCTORS INCLUDING CERTAIN TYPES OF ROUTINE SURGERY. THE
WOMEN ALSO MENTIONED THAT IN UpPen YOLTA MUCH OF THE TIME OF DOCTORS A1iD
TRAINED HEALTH PERSONNEL 1S SPENT 1M ADMINI STRATI VE TASKS WHICK LOCAL
WOMEN COULDO BE TRAINED TO DO



IN UppeER VOLTA, THERE HAS CEEN A PILOT PROJEGT RUN BY UNESCO N
WHICH LOCAL MIDWIVES ARE GIVEN SOME TRAINING TO UPGRADE THE R SKILLS.
THI8 APPEARS TO BE A VERY SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM WHICH |F ADOPTED MORE
BROADLY COULD BE PART OF A TOTAL VILLAGE HEALTH SYSTEMs |F THIS VILLAGE .
APPROACH TO HEALTH DELIVERY IS ESTABLISHED, EVERY EFFORT SHOULD 0E MADE
TO INCLUDE WOMEN AT EACH LEVELS

VILLAGERS ARE FREQUENTLY AHNXIOUS TO PARTICIPATE IN HEALTH
PROGRAMS. BUT ACCORDING TO SOME RURAL EXTENSION AGENTS THIS (S NOT
ALWAYS ENCOURAGED DY THE PRESENT SYSTEMs THEY GITE EXAMPLES OF
VILLAGERS WHO WERE ENCOURAGED TO JUILD GLINICS IN CONNECT!ON WITH A
NATIONAL PROGRAM OF EXTENDING RURAL MEDICAL SYSTEM. HoweEveEr, THE
GOVERNMENT NEVER PRODUCED THE PRIMISED PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT, THE
"CLINICS" HAVE NEVER BEEN OPENED A!D THE VILLAGERS NOW HAVE L ITTLE
CONFIDENCE THAT THEY WILL EVER OPENs 1O OPEN THIS TYPE OF CLINIC, THE
YILLAGE MUST HAVE AID FROM OUTS|OE.

2) MEDICINES: THE AVAILABILITY AND USE oF MEDICINES (S ANOTHER
ASPECT OF HEALTH AT THE COMMUNITY LEVEL. MOST PEOPLE USE SOME LOCAL
HEDICINES FROM RECIPES HANDED DOUI OY THEIR MOTHERS OR FRIENDS MosT
ALSO USE TRADITIONAL MEDICINES PRESCRIDED BY TRADITIONAL HEALERS . Tvese
MEOICINES ARE OF UNEVEN QUALITY A1'D EFFECTIVENESS AND SOME ARE ONLY
KNOWN IN LIMITED AREAS. Becaucte oty oF THESE TRADITIONAL HERGS ARE
EFFECTIVE, INEXPENSIVE, AND [AS|LY AVAILABLE, SOME COUNTRIES HAVE
DECIDED TO EXPLOIT THIS SOUKRCE OF LDICINE. In Upper VOLTA, WOMEN pPoiKT
OUT THERE ARE SOME SPECIALISTS D . |%6 HRESEARCH ON TH1S aNC CAMES was
ORGANIZED REGIONAL SEMINARS FOR 51 RING INFORMATION WITH NEIGHBORING
COUNTRIES WITH SIMILAR VEGETATICH * HUMBER OF THESE COUNTRIES HAVE
HADE A CONCERTED EFFORT TO COLLECT TRADITIONAL MEDICAL RECIPES, STUDY
THE ACTIVE INGREDIENTS, AND TR/III HEALTH PERSONNEL N THEIR USE. IN
MALI THEY EVEN PACKAGE AND SELL Tuem LocALLY. THIS MAKES AVAILABLE
EFFECTIVE LOW OR SOMETIMES NO COST TREATMENT. UppeR VoLTa HAS NO

LABORATORY OR NATIONAL PROGR/AM T7 SUYPPORT SUCH EFFORTS .

MOOERN HEOIClNES, THOUGH TKEY ARE NOT TAXED AND APE THEREFORE
CHEAPER THAN IN SOME NEIGHCONt MG C~"-'.,?|'-.'TRIES, ARE STILL FREQUENTLY
UNAFFDRDABLE BY SICK PEOPLES SO.’7E CEGPLE BUY PRODUCTS SOLD IL.EGALLY
IN THE MARKETS DBY VENDORS WHO DO 10T KNOW THEIR USE AND DO NOT KNOW

HOW TO STORE AND MAINTAIN THESE .'IED!CINES, OR WHAT THE DOSAGE SHOULD 3JE»



THIS 1S DANGEROUS AS WELL AS JLLESAL AND A LOCAL WOMAN DRUGGIST URQ'EP
THAT POLICE AND CUSTCMS OFFICENS SHCULD IMAKE A GREATER EFFORT TO

CONTROL THIS PRACTICES.

THe MinitsTRY oF HEALTH 1S CORCERNED BY THE DISTRIBUTION OF DRUSS
AND THEIR AVAILAGILITY AND HAS PA0OPOSED TO NATIONALIZE THE SALE OF
DRUGS AND MEDICINES SO THAT ALL GOVERHMENT AND PRIVATE PHARMACIES,
DISPENSAIRES, AND HOSPITALS wWwlLL ©C ADLE TO GET THEIR SUPPLHES FROM
OME CENTRAL SUPPLY HOUSEs WIMEN ST.TE THAT {F THIS WORKS PROPERLY, IT
COULD SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF NOT “'.V[{iG ENOUGH SUPPLIES !N STOCK FOR
INDIVIDUAL STORES AND ThHE LOMNG UAITING TIME REQUIRED TO ORDER STOCK
FROM FRraNCE. HOWEVER, THEY £APZ CONCERMED THAT IT WILL MAKE ALL DRUG
OUTLETS DEPENDENT ON A SINGLE SOGUNCEs THZIY SUPPORTED PRIVATE PHARMAC]STS
SUGGESTION THAT THE GOVERNMENT ST.ART THE SYSTEM, SUPPLY ALL THEIF OWN
OUTLETS, ANO, AFTER PERFECTING THE SYSTEM, INCLUDE THE PRIVATE PH/QM/A-
CIES IN THE PROGRAM. IN THE NEANY TIME, THE PRIVATE PHARMACIES COULD
PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE SOURCES FOCI MEDICINEs |HERE ARE SEVERAL PLANS TO
ESTABLISH LOCAL PRODUCTION OF VA4R13UUS MEDICAL ITEMS ySUGCH £S ALCOMOL
WHICH COULU GREATLY LOWER THEIR COG5TS WOMEN FEEL SUCH EFFORTS

SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED-.

SOHE LOCAL WOMEN'S GROUPS ARE ACTIVE tN PROVIDING THEIR COMMUNITIES
WITH MEDICINES BY POOLING RESCUNRCES AMD WORKING TO GET A STOCK OF
MEDICINES FOR THEIR VILLAGE THROUGH / MNMURSE OR A PERSON WITH A FEW
MONTHS OF PHARMACY TRAININGe i+ \JOIi,\ PHARMACIST SAID HMANDLING MEDICINECS

IN THE VILLAGE WAS 4 GOOD FIELD FOQ WOMENS

3) NutriTion: IN Upper YoLT- THERE IS BOTH THE PROBLEM OF LACK OF
ENOUGH FO0O0D, ESPECIALLY AT CERT. I T|MCS OF THE YEAR, AND LACK OF THE

RIGHT NUTRITION CONTENT, ESPECI,.LLY . 'ONG GROUPS NEEDING PARTICUL. RLY
ENRICHED DIETSe THIS LAST GROUP I CLUDES SMALL GROWING CHILNDREN ANC
PREGNA*NT AND NURCING MOTHERSs i-UT:|TION 1S RECOGNIZED AS ESPEC|ALLY
CRITICAL AT THEL TIME OF WEAN!IC .02 OHE OF THE MAJOR CAUSES OF NDEATHS

IN TH1S AGE GROUP. T 15 nuLY NECESS RY TO SEE THAT 70% oF Twe YoLTaoln
DEATHS EACH YEAR ARE IN THE AGC 55:0UP UNDER FIVE YEARS TO “EALIZE .icoT

A SERIOUS PROBLEM THIS 1S« THE VRLE' FELT THAT THERE SHOULD RE 4 HoTI10vaL
EFFORT TO ELIMINATE FAMINE AHD [1iP2OVE NUTRITIONS First, FenTiLE L4 75

COULD BE USED MORE INTENSELY, PRCSOMS COULD CONCENTRATE ON FOOD IMSTEAD



14w

OF CASH CROPS, PRICES OF FOOD ITEM COULD BE CONTROLLED WHEN THEY GOT
700 HIGH AND VILLAGES SHOULD CE EIICOCURAGED TO STORE GRAIN FOR TIMES

OF SCARCITYs SECOND, A NATIONAL HUTCITION CENTER SHOULD BE ESTABLISHED
WHERE TESTING OF FOODS, ESPECIALLY WEANING FOODS COULD BE DONE: THe
CONTENT OF ITEMS SOLO IN THE ilANKET, SUCH AS THE "TOMATO POWDER" WHICH
IN REALITY CONTAINS NO TOMATO, COULD GE TESTED AND CONTROLLED WHEN
NECESSARYs A NATIONAL CAMPAIGN 1UFORNMING WQMEN OF THE EFFECTS OF DOTTLE
FEEDING, OF FOOD TABOOS, AND OF GUOD HUTRITION SHOULD BE MOUNTED AS

SOON AS POSSIDBLE:

4) PREVENTIVE MEDICINE: "REVELTIVE MEDICINE 1S A VERY |MPORTANT,

ASPECT OF ANY MEDICAL PROGRAMs IHM1S [S THE ASPECT OF HEALTH THE MINTSTRY
oF HEALTH A4AS DECIDEU TO STRESSe IH1S INCLUDES PLANS FOR SAFER WATER
SOURCES, TREATMCNT OF SEWAGE DIS"C3/.L, AND MORE PROGRAMS' FOR MATERNAL
AND INFANT CARE ESPECIALLY JELATING TO NUTRITIONs THE WOMEN SUGGESTED
THAT SINCE ACCIDENMTS ARE THE NUNIES OMNE CAUSE OF ADULT DEATHS, LAWS

FOR SAFETY SHOULD DE STRESSED AS S 'GULD FIRST AID EDUCATION. WOMEN
YVILLAGE WORKERS CITE THE NEED FCI VACCINATION AND HEALTH CARODS,

ESPECIALLY FOR CHILDREN, FOR AMY ECFFECTIVE PREVENTIVE MEDICINE PROGRAMs

THE VOMEN MADE THE FOLLOWING SPECIFIC RECOMMENDAT I ONS ~OMCERNING
HEALTH

1) THE ENTIRE HEALTH STIUCTURE SHOULD BE REORGANIZED AND ADAPTED
TO THE LOCAL MNEEDSe +» {ICU INFRASTRUCTURE IS NEEDED SO HEALTH
SERVICES CAN REACH EVERYCNE, AND }T SHOULD BE BASED OM A LESS
EXPENSIVE SYSTEM WITH 10TE COMMUNITY CONTROL-

2) THERE SHOULD BE A MATIGIIAL CAMPAIGN TO INFORM THE DGCPULATION
ON HEALTH MATTERS /N0 PCCPLE SHOULD TAKE PART IN DECISIONS
MAKING THAT AFFECTS THaCIli HEALTH

5) BECAUSE OF THE COST OF nudentl it EDICINES AND MEDICAL SERVICES

AND THEIR LACK OF AV.IILSSILITY TO THE MAJUORITY OF PECPLE, THACLHE

SHOULD BE A SERIOUS M.ATIJi'AL EFFORT TO USE TRADITICNAL MEDITIRE
AND TRADITIONAL HEALENS AilD MID=WIVES, AS PART OF A COMPTEHEN=
SIVE COMMUNITY HEALTH P CGR. Mo

4) THE MINISTRY OF HMEALTH 3:0ULD NOT REQUIRE PRIVATE DRUGGISTS TO
BUY THEIR MEDICINES FNOL . HATIONALIZED SYSTEM. |F TWE PROTGSED

SYSTEM SUCCESSFULLY SUP"LJED GOVERNMENT SERVICES, PRIVATE

DRUGG!STS SHOULD CE ,LLOVED TO ALSO USE IT-
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SOCIAL SERVICES

TWOo ACTIVITIES ARE GENERALLY IHCLUDID IN THE TERM "S0C!AL
S8ERVICES": 1) AID FOR ECONOMICALLY, SOCIALLY, OR PHYSICALLY DISADVANTA
GED; AND 2) AIO FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT» TRADITIONALLY THERE WAS NO
BPECIAL ORGANIZATION OR PROGRAM FOR SUCH HERVICES AS THEY WERE BUILT
INTO THE COMMUNITY STRUCTUREs THE CUSTOMARY FAMILY OR COMMUNITY MUTUAL
AID AND RECIPROCITY BENEFITTED T:OSC TEMPIRARILY OR PERMANENTLY
DISADVANTAGED. TRADITIONALLY SANGTIOHED PILITICAL ANO RELIGILOUS
AUTHORITIES ORGANIZED COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION IN FESTIVALS, MARKES

BUILOING’ CR OTHER COMMUNITY PHROJECTSs

ALTHOUGH VILLAGE ORGANIZATION STILL EXISTS AND RUFAL AND URDAN
MUTUAL AID GROUPS STILL FUNCTION, THESE STRUCTURES ARE MOT AS EFFECTIVE
AS THEY ONCE WERE. FIRST, URCANIZATION, MODERN[ZATION, CASH CROPPING
AND MOBILITY HAVE ALL DIMINISHED THE INFLUENCE AND CONTROL OF THE
EXTENDED FAMILY AND THE COMI!UNITYy LEAVING THE OISADVANTAGED WITHOUT
THEIR TRADITIONAL SUPPORTe OECOMD, *ODERN FARMING AND MARKETING METHODS
HAVE DIMIN!SHED THE EFFECTIVENESS (F TRADITIONAL LEADERIHIP WHICH CAHNNOT
PROVIOE THE NEW TYPES OF ECUCATIONy EQUIPMENT, RESOURCESy AND [NFRA=-

STRUCTURE HEQUIRED BY AN ACTIVE SOJERN COMMUNITY.

THE VOLTAIC GOVERNMENT HAS DT STACLISHED A NUMBER OI' AGENCIES TOC
DEAL WITK ASPECTS OF THIS NEW SITUST|ONS Two OF THESE ARE (DENTIFIED
AS SOCIAL SERVICE! THE DIVISIQN OF 50C1AL AFFAIRS IN THED MINIST Y OF
HEALTH, ANOD THE DIVISION OF RUPAL LCHESTIC ECONOMY IN THE MINISTRY OF

RURAL DEVELOPMENT.

THE DESCRIPTION OF THESE PROCRAMS SHOW VAGUE, ALL--ENCOMPASSING
GOALS WITH HO CLEAR DIV{ISION OF PCCPONSIDILITY BETWEEN THESE AND OTHER
SERVICES. 8OTH HAVE RESPONSICILITY FOR TRAINING EXTENS!|ON WORKERS,
EDUCATING WOMEN IN ECONOHICS, HMUTDITION, SANITATION AND HOMEMAKING SKILLS,

AND IN DOING RESEARCH AND COMHMUIIITY DEVELOPMENT.

THC DIVISION OF SoOC I AL AFF AL RS IS, HOVEVER, DESCRIBED N EVEN
BROADER TERMS. |T IS ALSO TO WORK |! URGAN AREAS, WITH SOCIAL LEGISLATICN,
WITH ALL NATIONAL PROGRAMS WHICH DEAL WITH IMPROVEMENT |N "soc 1AL
CONDITION%" "QUALITY OF LIFEN ci "INCREASED LIFE EXxPecTancy ¢ 1T 1s 710
HELP PROTECT THE FAMILY, THE UOMNAN, THE CHILD, THE AGED, AND TwWE

HANDICAPED. WiTH sucH AN TMPRESSIVE MANDATE ONE WOULD EXPECT IT TO HAVE

It
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GREAT POWER AND FINANCIAL SUPPORTs IN PRACTICE, WOMEN STATE IT IS
LOOKED UPON AS A WOMAN'S DIVISION AND HAS A VERY sMALL CuDGET. MosT
OF 1ITS PROGRAMS ARE LIMITED TO URGAM SOCI1AL CENTERS TEACHING HAND[~
CRAFTS, TO CHILD AND MATERNAL HFE,LTH AND NUTRITION CENTERS, AND TQ A

FEW PILOT PRNJUECTS .

The RURAL DOMEST!C ECORCI'IC DIVISION ORGANIZES WOMEN IN RURAL
AREAS, AND WHILE IT ALSO HAS HOMEIIAKXING EDUCATI!ON PROGRAMS, T IS MORE
DIRECTED TOWARD AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS AND WOMEN'S COMMUNITY ACTIVITIESS
For EXAMPLE, IT MANAGES A PILOT PROJECT ESTABLISHING A REVOLVING LOAN
FUND FOR VIABLE ECONOMIC PROJECTS LOMEN CONCEIVE AND ORGANIZE. Tuis
PROJECT WAS DESIGNED TO SEE WHETHER MAKING AVAILABLE LOW INTEREST
CREDIT, NOT PREVIOUSLY AVAILADLE TH VOMEN, WOULD MOTIVATE THEM TO

UNDERTAKE MNEW ECONOMI{C /4CTIVIT[ESS

THE BaSIC CRITICISM OF MOST 50CI AL PROGRAMS APPEARS TO BE WITH
THE PHILOSOPHY OF TRAINING WOMEN 13 HOMEMAKING SKILLS WHILE TEACHING
NEw ECONOMIC SKILLS ONLY TO MENs !HIS SUPPORTS THE PURELY WESTERN IDEA
THAT THE ROLE OF THE WOMAN STOPS YITH MAINTENANCE OF THE HOUCEHOLD
AND THE MEMBERS OF THE FAMILYe [N OTHER WORDS, THE STATUS OF THE RURZL
AFRICAN WOMAN AS AN ESSENTIIL PART OF A HARMONIOUS ECONOMIC, ~OCi:L
AND POLITICAL UNIT DECOMES TRAISFORMED INTO THE STATUS OF WIFE=SERYVANT

IN THE SERVICE OF THE FAMILY.

MANY OF THESE PROGR/AMS ARE ALS50 POORLY ADAPTED TGO THE REAL NEEDS
AND POSSIBILITIES OF LOCAL WOMENe IT IS VAIN TO TRY TC CONVINCE £ WOM'I
TO ADOPT NEW WESTERN PRINCIPLES OF SAMITATION, NUTRITION AND HE &L TH
WHEN SHL MUST waLk 20 kM & DAY FOit WATER, HAS AN EMPTY GRAINERY, AND
HAS LITTLE OR NO ZCCESS TO A CLINIC OR MEDICINES: THERE 1S NO DOUBT
THAT HEALTH, SANITATION AND NUTRITION EDUCATION ARE [MPQOFTANT, BUT THEY
SHOULDO BE SEEN WITHIN THE TOTAL VILLAGE CONTEXT, BE INTRODUCED WHEN THERE
HLS THE POSSIBILITY OF APPLYING THEH, /ND NEVER BE A SUBSTITUTE FOR

he

TEACHING NEEDED ECONOMIC SKILLS

WHEN THESE SERVICES INTRODUCE WOMEN'S PRUGRAMS FOR INCRE:SING
AGRICULTURAL SKILLS, THE EXTENSIOL AGEMTS SAY THEY ARE FROQUIZMTLY GIVEI
LITTLE SUPPORT FROM THE GOVERNNENT, FROM NON=GOVERNMENTAL onGAQ!ZATIO”S’
AND SOMETIMES EVEN FROM VILLAGE L”ADCRSe THEY CITE AS TYPiCHL A CFSE
WHERE WOMEN WERE GIVEN A FILCLD 5SUT AFTER THEY IMPROVED T, A LEES

VALUABLE PIECE OF LAND WAS SUCSTITUTED THE FOLLOWING YEAR. YOMEN
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SOMETIMES HAVE TROUBLE GETTING PERII}SSICN FROM THEIR HUSBANDS TO
PARTICIPATE IN THESE PROJECTS on TIME AWAY FROM FAMILY OBLIGATIONS

TO TAKE ON THESE ACTIVITIEE.

Soc1aL SERVICES IN Upper VoLTA NEED TO BE EVALUATED (N LIGHT
OF THE REAL NEEDS OF THE DISADVAITAGED AND THE CGCMMUNITY. WOMEN FELT
THEY SHOULUL IDENTIFY THEIR PLACE WITHIN SUCH A SERVICE AND EXAMINE
WHICH, IF ANY, OF THEIR NEEDS MUST DE HANDLED SEPARATELY FROM OTHER

COMMUNITY SERVICES:™

THE ONLY RECOMMEMNDATION THE \IC"MEN F{ADE THAT CONCEINED SOCIAL
SERVICES WAS THAT THE ENTIRE STRUCTURE SHOULD BE RE—-EXA4INED AND RE-
ORGANIZ2ED, THAT T SHOULD CE GIVDIt TNELLISTIC GOALS N HZLPING THE
DI SADVANTAGED AND COORDINATING PL1OG I MS TN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, AND

IT SHOULD BE GIVEN THE SUPPORT MECESSARY TO REACH THESE GOALS:

ECONOM I C SECTOR

TrRADITIONAL SYST™H

THE TRADITIONAL ECONOMIC TSYSTE. WAS BASEDO ON F AMILY AND COMMUN | TYe
THERE WERE CAREFULLY PRESCRICED NMECIPTOCAL WORKING ARRANGEMENTS AND
MUTUAL A'D PATTERNS THROUGH WHICH THE COMMUNITY ASSURED PROTECTION TC
THE INDIVIDUAL UNIT, ESPECIALLY THC Ol SADVANTAGED: GrrLs LEARNED &LL
NEEDED SKILLS FROM THEIR FAMILITS &0 010 THE BOYSs MEN ANO WOMEN
USUALLY DID SEPARATE THOUGH COMPLEMENRT/ RY TASKS, BUT WHEN THEY
PERFORHEé THE SAME WORK THE!R L2031 unS COMSIDERED OF EOQUAL WORTH

IN MOST VOLTAIC ETHMIC GRIUPS UUMEN PLAYED A VALUED, DISTINGT,

AND INDISPENSABLE PART IN GAINTIG THE ESSENTIALS OF LIFE. For I1NSTANCE,

IT IS COMMON FOR MOST ABLE DJGCGOITED F/oMlLY MEMZERS TO WCRK N THE FaMmte Y
FIELD. FROM THIS FIELD THE 1€.D OF TUE HODUSEWOLO SUPPLIES THE FAaMILY
GRAIN AND ANY SURPLUS HE SELLS FOR IS OWN NEEDSS THE WOMEN £LSO MAVE

A PERSONAL FIELD IN WHICH oHEGROWS VEGETABLES AND HERBS FOR THE SAUCES

THAT ACCOMPANY EACH MEAL AND SOULCTIMES PEANUTS AND COTTON TGO PROCESS
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4) ALL POSSIBLE ATTEMPTS SHOULD DE MADE TO INCLUDZ WOMEN'S
INTERESTS iN ALL ODEVELOPNEMT PROJECTS AND EOUCATIONAL PROGR..MS
WHICH WOULD GIVE HEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAINTAIN HER STATUS
AS A CAPADLE AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS

MANUFACTURE , COMMERCEZ AND LABOR

TRADITIONALLY WOMEN ARE 1!l CO!NTROL OF PROCESSING AND MANUFACTURING
MANY PRODUCTS WHICH THEY USC I:! THE! HOIMESs IHE SURPLUS THEY TPADE OR
SELLs As MODERN PRODUCTS ARE INTNODUCED, THE MARKET FOR HOME-MADE ITEMS
DIMINISHES:. IN MANY CASES, 1THDUSTI!IALIZATION CHANGES THE | TEM FRCM
WOMAN'8 DOMAIN TO THAT OF THE Mantse ViHEN THE ooLoO (TRLOITIONLL MILLET

DEER) PARLOR BECOMES A 3AR, UHEH POTTERY PIECES BECOME IMPOPTED 2LASTIC
OR METAL HARDWARE, WHEN TRADITIC'"., L COTTON THREAD IS REPLACED nY
FACTORY MANUFACTURED THREAD, WOIICi! LOSE CONTROL OF BOTH PRODUCTION AND
DISTRIQUTION OF THESE PRODUCTSs |F WOMEN WISH TO BUY MODEPN PRODUCTYS,
THIS NEW CEMAND FOR MONEY COMES T THE VERY TIME THEIR SOURCE OF MONEY

FROM TRADITIONAL PRODUCTS IS DCCLININGS

WOMEN DESPERATCLY NEED RELIEF FROM SOME OF THE PHYS|CALLY
ENERVATING AND TIME~CONSUMING TRADITIONAL TASKS THROUGH ADAPTATION OF
MODERN TECHNOLOGIES. THEY ALSO NEED COMTROL OVER THE PROFITS MADE FROM
THEIR TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIESe WOIEN FREQUENTLY MENTION THAT PROCESSING
MILLET FLOUR 1S THE WORST PART 0F CCING A WOMAN. | T Takes 4 10 5 wouas
TO PREPARE FOOD FOR A HOT MEAL A''0 i.0ST OF THIS |S THE POUNDING OF
MILLETs WHEN TECHNICAL HELP IS DEVISED, THE PROCESS USUALLY BECOMES
THE DOMAIN OF MENe+ THIS MEANS THAT SCMETHING THAT USED TO R3E LAZ0RIQUS
AND TIME~CONSUMING OCUT WHINH COLT HOCTHING AND SOMETIMES wWAS A SOURCE
OF INCOME FOR WOMEN, IS TAKEH# TVER BY ..ACHINES RUN BY MEN. ¥OMEN NOW
HAVE TO PAY FOR THE SERVICFs WONLN ARE LOOKING FOR TECHNOLGGIES THAT
WILL EASE THEIR LABOR OUT WHICiH{ THEY CAN CONTROL IN CO—-O0PERATIVE 07
OTHER GROUP FORM OR A4S INDIVIDUALSs |F THEY CANNOT RETAIN CONTROL OF
PROCESSING AND MANUFACTURING, THCY {'EEC ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF INCOME,

AT LEAST EQUAL TO THE NEW EXPENSES PLUS THE AMOUNTS FORMERLY MADE FROHM
SELLING SURPLUSESS
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IN THE URBAN MARKETS THERC ARC SOME CRGANIZATIONS OF HOMEN
VENDORS, DBUT THESE TECND TO OFFEZR CHLY MUTUAL AID FOR TIMES OF
CELEBRATION OR CRISES- THEY HAVE NOT YET REACHED THE LEVEL OF SAVINGS
AND LOAN ORGAN|ZATIONS, OF 3UYING AID SELLING CO-OPERATIVES, OR OF
A PRESSURE GROUP PRESENTING AN UMITED “RONY TO THE OUTSIDE WORLDO TO

0BTAIN NEEOED BENEFITS.

SOME MEN'S CO-OPERATIVES H.VE OFFERED THESE SERVICE WHEN MEN
HAVE HAD THE EDUCATION AND FINANCIAL CACKING TO ORGANIZI THEMe OME'
LACK FAMILIARITY WITH DBANKING SERVICES USED BY MANY MEN'S CO-CPERALTIVES
OR INDIVIDUAL TRADERS, WHICH ONLCE .GAIN PUTS THEM AT A DISADVANTAGE [N

ENTERING THE MODERN SECTOR:

A TRAGITIONAL FORM 07 LACOR, THAT OF COLLECTING AND SELLING WATER,
HERDS AND LEAVES, AND WOO0D 1S /L50 JECOMING LESS AVAILABLE TO WOMENS
WOMEN NOT OMLY HAVE LESS TIME LCFT F2R0M THEIR FARMING REQUIREMENTS T3
PARTICIPATE N THESE ACTIVIT;ES, GUT MEN ARE MORE AND MORE FREGUENTLY
BUYING CARTS FOR TRANSPORTATION UWIGH WOMEN DO NOT HAVE THE FINANCES T0
BUYe THE LEAVES AND HER3JS FOR 5.UCES AMD MEDJICINES, AND THE WNOD /RE
ALSO GECOMING MURE SCARCEs “OMER “ELIEVE THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS HOT
ADEQUATELY BAFEGUARDED THE T . DITIOHAL LOCAL VARIETIES OF TREES, AC
BELIEVYE IT HAS OPTCD ONLY FOR FAST—~GROWING TREES THAT NE!THER PROCVIDE

LEAVES FOR 3AUCE NOR PARTICUL.ARLY CHO|JCE WOOD FOR FUEL>

A NEW TYPE OF EMPLOYMCHT OPCORTUNITY LIES IN THE MODERN SE0TH0N
HoweveER, ON.¥ 13 % OF SALARICD POGITIGNS ARE HELD BY WOMUN £KO 2LM”ST
ALL OF THESE ARE [N GOVERNMEMNT SENV|CEs THIS TYPE OF WORKING S1TUATIN
REQUIRES WOMEN TO GE AASEMT THE !1,JCGN PART OF THE DAY TROM THE HGUSEHOLDY
MAKING ADEQUATE CHILD CARE -AND HOUGEHOLO MAINTENANCE DIFFICULT. IN
OFFICES THEY HAVE LOWER—PAY|NG JGCS, PLRTLY BECAUSE THEY LACK TWE T.313
TRAINING AND THE OFPORTUNITIES TO NBT/.IN FURTHER ON=THE=JOR TPAINING

IMPROVING JOB SK|LLSe.

THE WOMEN DISCUSSED 3UCH JOGS, AS SALESWOMEN AND WAlTRC®SES, 4<[CH
WITH SOME TRAINING WO.'LD CE CPE! TO YOLTAIC WOMENe JTHEY 4LS0 CONSIGERED
THE DIFFICULT QUESTION OF LR GINLS WHG OFTEN HAVE THE REPUTATION OF
DEING PROSTITUTESs THESE UO0S ARE ALIOST ALWAYS HELD BY NON=VOLTAICSS
lF GIRLS COULD 3E TRAINED TO WORK A5 WAITRESSES [N DARS AND THE JOD WENE

TO BE REDEFINED TO EXCLUDE PROSTITUTION, IT WOULD OFEN UP MANY NEW JC3S
FOR VYOLTAIC GIRLSS



SOME PRIVATE SCHOOLS HAVE CPENED, DUT WOMEN CITED MANY EXAMPLES
OF INADEQUATE TRAINING OFFERED ©Y THESE SCHOOLSs FOR INSTANCE, GIRLS
WHOSE PARENTS PAY TO SEND THEIl T.0 YCARS TO SECRETARIAL SCHOOL OFTEN
GRADUATE TYPING 15 WORDS A NINUTE UITH MANY MISTAKES AND THEY STiLL
LOOK AT THE KEYSe ANOTHER HANULICAP 1S THE ATTITUOE OF SOME MEN, MAINLY
EMPLOYERS AND HUSBANDSe TMPLOYLERS KIOU THAT WOMEN HAVE A LEGAL FRIGHT:
TO MATERNITY LEAVE AND SOME HESITATE TO HIRE WOMEN BECAUSE OF THI G
OTHERS HESITATE DECAUSE A WOMAM 1S LTSS AVAILABLE IN EVENINGS ANO ON
WEEK=ENDS WHEN THERE MAY OC AN 777, UORKLOADs THERE ARE HUSELZNDS ALSC
WHO PRIDE THEMSELVES ON THE F.2T Ti AT THEIR WIVES DO %0T WORK. DOME
FEAR TO HAVE THEIR WIVES WORK{MNG i TiC NON-MOOERN SECTOR IF THEY
THEMSELVES WORK IN AN OFFICEs SCMT "USJANDS ALSO FEAR THEIR WIVES wiLL
REACH A HIGHER POSITION THAN THEYs . LL OF THESE PROBLEMS ARE &
REFILECTION OF THINKING FOREIGHN TO YOLTAICS WHO HAVE ALWAYS PRIDED
THEMSELVES ON THE CONTRINUTIOM UOMEN MAKE TO THE FAMILY. AS ONE WOMAN
PUT 1T, "MEN DON'T CONSIDER THAT VE WOMAN HAVE NO EXTRA—ORDINARY USE
FOR OUR MONEY. |T GCES TO OUR FAMILIESs VE DON'T KEEP MEN ON THE SIDE
AS MEN KEEP WOMEN. UUR EARNING HOI'EY IS NOT A THREAT BUT A SUPPORT TC

THE FAMILY."

VOLTAIC WOMEN DELIEVE THAT THO|IR GOVERNMENT HAS SEVERAL SERVICES
WHICH WITH EFFECTIVE CO=-ORDINATION, WELL=DEFINED MANAGEMENT, SUFTICIENT
FINANCING AND SUPPORT, AHOD N VS A ess ofF WOMEN'S NEEDS CAN TE USTTUL
TO WOMEN IN THE FIELOS OF MANUFACGTURING, COMMERCE AND SALARIED EMALOY T NT
THESE INCLUDE THE OFFICE OF SiizLL “USIHESS ENTERPRISES (OPEV), T1-¢
oFF1ce ofF empLOYMENT (ONPE), sito 7% OFFICE OF RURAL ARTISAN TRAIN] !5
(CNPAR). THESE OFFICES ARE CH.NGED YITH TRAINING, CREATING EMOLOYMENT
OPPORTUNITIES, HELPING CREATE ZUSIHESSES, AND DEVELOPING ARPROPLIATC
TECHNOLOGIES, ALL OF WHICH RELATE OITEGTLY TO THE EXPRESSED NEEDS F
WOMFEN

FOLLOWING ARE A NUMIJER 2F SUGGESTIONS THE WOMEN MADE 280UT THESE
AND OTHER GOVERNMENT SENVICES, i'D UHICH PROVIDE IDEAS TH:T SHOULD

ALSO BE USEFUL TO NON=GOVERMNMENT,.L AND DONOR AGENCIES-.

1) StubY AND DEVECLOP TCECHHUCLOGIES APPROPRIATE TO VILLAGE 4ND 7FAMILY
NEEDS WHICH WIlLL LIGHTE!N THE WORK LOAD OF WOMEN AND GIVE THEM

MORE TIME FOR OTHZR .ACTIVITIES. INTRODUCE TO WOMEN AS MANY OF



THESE TECHNOLOGIES AS NOSSIGLE, SO THEY MAY MAINTAIN CONTROL

OVER THEIR TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES (SUCH AS CARTS FOR HAULING

woob, eTc..) (CNPAR)

2) MAKE EFFECTIVE FEASISILITY STUDIES, AS ARE MADE FOR ALL NEY
INDUSTRIES, TO ANALYZE WHICH PRCODUCTS MADE BY WOMEN CAN COMPETE wiTh
MODERN GOODS, WHICH NEED IMPROVEIENT, .AND WHICH [TEMS CAN BE SUBSTITUTED
IN SITUATIONS WHERE THEIR PRODUCTS 1AVE NO FUTURE (OPEV). Ask Twe
SERVICE OF EXPORT TRADE PROMATICE OFF1CE (ONAC) 10 INVECTIGATE ExPocT
POSSIDILITIESS

3) WHEN VIABLE PRCDUCTS ARC IDENTIFIED MAKE NECESSARY TECHNIC AL
STUDIES TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY AND E/XSE OF MAKING WOMAN'S PRODUCTS
(CNPAR)

%) ENCCURAGE THE ESTAOLIGHICHT OF SMALL AND MED UM SIZEPM VILL. GE
ENTERPRISES. MAKE CREDIT AV .ILAGLT 50 WOMEN MAY OWwN ANO OPERATE SOME

OF THESE; MAKE TRAINING AVAILAGLE 50 WOMEN MAY ALSO FIMD EMPLOYMENT
THERE (OPEV :np ONPE).

2) D0 MARKETING RESEARCH TO HELP WOMEN F|NO OUTLETS FOR THEIP

PRODUCTS. HELP DEVISE A JETTER DISTNIUTION OF GO00DS, JETTER ORGAMIZ O
AND CONTHOLLED MARKETS, AND THE |+ FR.STRUCTURE AND PUBLIC TR/NSPORTAT{ N
NEEDED -~

6) ""OUNT A CAMPAIGN OF TSAINIYNG WOMEN SO THEY CAN TAKE ANVANT GHE
ODEAVAILAGLE EMPLOYMENT AND OPEN U EMPLOYMENT “0SSIBILITIES SA woer:

MAY BECOME MCRE ACTIVE IN THE SALAR[ED SECTOR. ORGAHIZE SEMINARS M7

IN=SERVICE TFAINING CCURSES FOR WOt CH sO THEY MAY MAINT LN AND IMPART VS
THEIR PROFESSIONAL SKILLS. ‘RAIN ©0USCHOLD HELP AND PEPSONNEL FOPR C=1LD
CARE CENTERS, SALESWOMEN, WwAITRESSTS, ETC. SUPERVISE, HELP ORG:NIZE,

AND PERHAPS LICENSE PRIVATE PROFECSIINAL SCHOOLS SO THE QUALITY OF
INSTRUCTION CianN 0E InPanvep (iFD)
7) TRAIN WOMEN ON THE HETHINL f¢ 03TAINING CRECIT, ON HANOL NG

OF FINANCES, AND EMNCOURAGE DATMKITING SERVICES TO DO THE SAME e TAKE CRE

(&
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AVAILABLE FOnR WOMEN'S GROUPS AND TOC WOMEN INDIVICUALLY.

8) Encourace, IN ALL FIFLDL, THE DEVELOPMENT OF WOMEN'S CR- -

(%3]
=2
(w]

CO=OPERATIVES WHICH CAN KELP UITH “ROUP BUYING AND SELLING, Szv!" gL LN
LOANS, AND PROTECTION AND PRO:IOT|OM.

9) MouUNT A PROGRAM OF :gorosy THAT PROTECTS THE LOCAL TREES -0
PLANTS WOMEN TRADITIONALLY UTIL|ZE FOR FOOD, MEDICINE, AND CRIFTS, /KD

ENCOURAGES REPLACEMENT, OF THOSE DPL/ANTS "WHICH ARE BECOMING SC.FCF.e



10) HAVE BETTER TOTAL GCVE:MMCNT COORDINATION SO THAT ONE 2 FR.NCHE
IS NOT ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT OF HICW PRODUCTS, WHILE ANOTHER 1%
SUBSIDISING IMPORTS OF THE S.AME PRODUCTS WHEN TECHNOLOGY 1S aviiLAa"L"™
THAT SAVES TIME AND LADOR DJUT CUTS DOWN WOMEN'S INCOMES, CO-ORDIMATE
THE INTRODUCTION OF OTHER ECONOIMIC/,.LLY SOUND PROJECTS FOR wOMEN, ETC

1) ORGANIZE A NATIONWIDE INFORMATION CAMPAICGN MAKING A0TH ME-
AND WOMEN AWARE OF THE ECONOMIC CO! TRIGUTION OF WOMEN, AND OF THE
RIGHTS AND RESPONSICILITIES OF LANTUONERSe T SHOULD ENCOURAGE EMPLOYEZIRS
TO HIRE WOMEN ON AN EGQUAL D ASIS, D AT THE SAME TIME ENFORCE LAwS
THAT REQUIRE EQUAL EMPLOYMONT OPPONTUMNITIESS ORGANIZE & POOL OF Tnr.1 NED
PERSONNEL WHO CAN TEMPORILY ..CPL.CLC WOMEN ON MATERNITY LEAVE SCG T=1S

IS NOT SUCH A HARDSHIP FOR EMPLOYLR e

THE RECOMMENDATIONS THEGE YO1'K!I! MADE IN [INTERVIEWS &NC I'N
SEMINARS WOULLC HELP REPLACE SOMC 5F THE SUPPORTS FOUND IN THE

TRADITIONAL SYSTEM AS Upper YOULT, SCC MES INCREASINGLY MOCERNIZED:

’]) GROUPING WOMEN IN CC—=OPCRATIVES AND LABOR GROUMS wOLLD AELT
TO PROTECT THE WORKER AND THE £CCHTIiICALLY DI SADVANTAGET LND OFFTH

MUTUAL AID WHEN NEEDED-

2) TRAINING PROGRAMS W, LD ELP REPLACE THE EDUCATIGN 14 T-t
HOME WHICH 1S NCT ADEQUATE FUR "MOJE™N EMPLOYMENT.
3) NEw PROGARAMS WOULD nELP 1.1C NECESSARY RESOURCES sVaAlLALT

TO WOMEMN AS WELL AS MEMN. THIS 5 ZSPECI.LLY CRUCIAL AS LAND BECOMEL
SCARCER.

4) THgse PROGARAMS WOULD ILLY 0NEN CONTINUE THEIR V/ALYWED ECT ™)

(¢}

ROLE AND GUARD THEIR ECONOMIC |NULPENDENCE

5) BELPING IMPROVE THEC CCONOI'IC VIABILITY OF TRADITIONAL TAGIUCTS
THROUGH THE ENCOURAGEMENT OF VILLAGE ENTERPRISES AND HELPING TFRAIN
RESPONSIBLE HOUSEHOLD AND CHILD C.NE HELP WOULD ASSIST WOMEN TO MA UTALXN
AN ACCEPTADLE COMPLEMENTARITY ZETUVEOCED THE LIFE STYLE AND W2RK ROUTINE

IN BOTH THE TRAZDITIONAL AND H0DT .1 VCAKING SITUATIOHNS.
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AP PENDI X

HeTHoooLo6Y anD Course ofF Syypy
PHASES | ano |1— INTERVIEWS

THE FIRST PHASE oF THIS STUDY waS To CONDUCT ‘I FE HIST Y INTERw

V NS AND TI CNCOURAGE WRITTEN CIFE HISTORIES FROM YOLTAIC '01rNe

THE seccenn PHAST 2118 TO ASK THESE SAME WOMEN TO EVALUATE T:2 S|TUA=
Tion &F VOUT212 veren ann GIRLS FROM THE POSITION OF THEIR PROFESw—
STONAL exPruTicce Tur womMen CHOSEN APPEARED TO 9E SUCCESSFyLLY | N
TEGRATED 15! THT FORFFRONT noF THE DEVELOPMENT PROCESS, TUCY  nC sgw
TIVE IN LEADERSH|P oR OLCISION~MAKING POSITIONS |N SELECT.IN ECCNO-

MIC AND SOC L FIELDS. THERE WAS A DUAL PURPOSE ENVISAGZOD Fon THE

ENFORMATION FRO nyasE by 1€,

+ TO HELP I1DENTIFY FAOTORS InFLUCN -
CING woME':'s ABITLITY TO ARRIVE AT LEACERSHIP POSITIONS 111 A
SEVELCPING SOCIETY, AND TO LEARN HOW THESE WOMEN PERCEIVE /ND EVA=
LUATE ALTURATIONS | N THE QUALITY OF LIFE TAKING PLACE 1# THZIR
CHANGING SOCIETY. THE GOAL 0OF THe SECOND PHASE WAS TO ENCOUnNAGE
EXPERTS YARIOUS FlELDS TG IDENTIFY PROBLEMS wOMEN FACT AND HOy

THEY MAY MORCZ ACT|VELY PARTICIPATE IN PESOLVING THEMe

INPHics UL e uTraviewes 26 WOMEN ABOUT THEIR FIZ.0 “F CNPERe
Tises THE yomMCN IN T.f FIELD OF ECONMMICE WERE INvOLvVES Wi PRO-
QRAMS HELFING THC RUSAL woman 1y AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTI N, ‘4) |nvoL-
VED IN MANUFACTURING OR COMMERCE, (5), OR IN THE Lapon Novinzut(3)
THOSE 1N pPasrossions OEALING. WITH THE SOCI2L ASPECTS VERT 1 EGUC A=

Tron (2), taw 13), sceraL SERVICES (3), ano mMeDicing (4). Tu- -

FORMAT 10N GAINID FRCH Thisg PHASC *ND SOURCES SUGGESTENH |1 THISC
INTERVIEYUS FORMEU TT Lacls of THE BACKGEROUN" PAPERS Liry rog THE
SEMINARS, ALD 15 cuni3jenn WITH THE RESULTS OF THE SEn)4.n TC FRCH

THE 8:.Si¢C NEPORT»

PHASE 111 _ ANALYST AND CIRCULATE INFORMAT | ON
—_— . T TR T
THE MATCRIAL Fron THE PROFESSIONAL INTERVIEwS WAS SHALYID AND

WAS CONSIRIRABLY CXP/NDED AT THe SUBGESTINN OF MANY OF YHCSE |NTER
VIEWEDs Many pPaARTICIoanTS SUSGESTED RELZVANT NOCUMENTS, AND | TCR=

VIEWS w|ITH PARTIcuL AR EXPERTI OR wWiTH THOSE OPINIONS MIGHT NOT OT=
HERWISE G¢ REPRESENTED
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