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SOCIAL AND ECONO,'KIC DEVELOPRiENT IN UPPER 
VOLTA - WOiAN',3 PESPEC'IVE 

WOMEN THROUGHOUT AFRICA ARE CONFRONTING CHANGES OVER WHICH 
THEY
 

HAVE NO CONTROL AND WHICH FRQUENTLY HAVE 
DISTRESSING CONSEQUENCES FOA
 

THEM. THEY ARE CAUGHT DETWEEN THE DEMANDS 
OF A MODERNIZING ENVIRONMEN'r
 

AND THEIR TRADITIONAL RESFONSIBILITIES, THEY 
FIND THEIR NEW ECONOMIC
 
AND SOCIAL ROLES 
POORLY DEFINED6 
01 THE ONE HAND CONCERNED WOMEN ARE 

OFTEN CRITICAL OF CURRENT POLICIES WHICH IGNORE THEIR NEEDS, ON THE
 

OTHER THEY 
ARE OFTEN CRITICAL OF THEMSELVES FOR 
NOT CLEARLY DEFINING
 

AND STATING THEIR NEEDS 
AND THE POLICIES AND PROGRAMS 
THAT WOULD CREATE
 
THE BEST ENVIRONMENT 
FOR THEIR ADVANCEMENT.
 

THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 
THE TOPIC OF 4OPIEN'S STATUS AND ROLES HAS
 

BEEN THE SUBJECT OF 
INNUMERABLE SEMINARS) ARTICLES, STUDIES, AND 
PROGRAMS. IT IS A SUBJECT ON W1ICI NUMEROUS THEORIES COMPETE, SE,'.P.CIf,'G 

FOR A NEW PHILOSOPHY WHICH WOULD RECOGNIZE WOMEN AS RATIONAL AND 
RESPONSIBLE INDIVIDUALS. IN ,"FRICA 
THIS TOPIC HAS IMPASSIONED WOMEN
 

FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE THAN 
 THAT i'OUND IN THE WEST. 
INSTEAD OF
 

SEARCHING FOR 
NEW FREEDOM FROM FAIILY DEMANDS, AFRICAN WOMEN 
ARE
 

STRUGGLING TO RETAIN 
THEIR FORMER INDEPENDENCE AND STATUS WITHIN 
THE
 

FAMILY STRUCTURE, AND TO 
CONTINUE THEIR IMPORTANT ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL
 

ROLES WITHIN THE FAMIL( 
AND THE COtiUNITY.
 

THIS INDEPENDENCE HAS ALRE\DY 
BEEN WEAKENED BY WESTERN IDEAS WHIC-;
 

DEFINE THE WOMAN'S ROLE AS LIMITED 
TO THE CARE OF FAMILY MEMBERS AND TH:
 

HOUSEHOLD, AND BY 
MODERNIZATIONI, WIICH 
IS BRINGING ADVANTAGES TO MEN -,UT
 
NOT TO WOMEN. HOWEVER, THE DROUGHT H',D A SUDDEN 
AND IMMEDIATE IMPACT ON
 
THE ROLES OF WOMEN IN 
SAHALIAN COUNTRIES. FIRST, 
THE VASTLY INCREASED
 
PRESSURES ON THE LAND THREATENED \IOMENS ACCESS TO LAND IN AREAS WHERE
 

SHE TRADITIONALLY HAD 
HER OWN FIELDS. 5ECONDI THE 
DROUGHT WAS FOLLOWED
 
BY A PROLIFERATION OF 
PROGRAMS FREUENTLY MODELD ON WESTERN IfEpS, WHICH
 

AIDED MEN BUT 
NOT WOMEN IN F,',RM4ING, MANUFACTURING 
AND COMMERCE.
 



WOMEN ARE SEF!NGI HOWEV'R, T:,',T LOCAL GOVERNMENTS, NON-
GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS, /ND DIVERSE 
ASSOCIATIONS 
ARE BEGINNING
 
TO MOBILIZE A PART OF THEIR RESOURCES FOR "WOMEN'S PROGRAMS". THESE 
PROGRAMS 
ARE FREQUENTLY CARRIED 
OUT ON AN 
AD HOC BASIS WITHOUT ANY
 
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN USING A CONH1ON APPROACHo CONCERNED WOMEN KNOW THAT 
PROGRESS DEMANDS THEIR 
PARTICIP,,TIONJ 
.tS BOTH CITIZENS AND 
ECONOMIC
 
AGENTS IN 
THE CONCEPTI. N 
AND EXECUTION 
OF PLANS WHICH INFLUENCE 
THE
 
ECONOMsC AND SOCIAL TH E
LIFE OF 
 COUNTRY. 
WOMEN 
IN MANY COUNTRIES 
!.RE 
ALSO SEEING THAT 
THIS IS A PERIOD OF 
POLITICAL RE--ORGANIZATION, AND
 
RE-THINKING 
OF NATIONAL 
POLICIES. ]"'EY NOW HAVE A 
CHANCE TO SFEA'K UP
 
rOR CHANGES THEY WOULD LIKE TO SEE. 

EDUCATED AND CONCERNED VOLT,',C WOMEN ARE REACTING TO THESE 
VARIOUS ECONOMIC 
AND SOCIAL P;,ESSUR'S, AND TO NEW 
POLITICAL 
OPPORTUNI-

TIES, BY STUDYING THEIR FUTUR.E ',!D FINDIN( WAYS TO VERBALIZE THEIR 
CONCERNS AND IDEAS. OVER '100 WOMEN \IERE INVOLVED IN INTERV IEWS, c TUOI ES 
AND SEMINARS CARRIED 
OUT BY SAED' ,,ITHROPOLOGIST MARILYN HOSKINS fND

SOCIOLOGIS; 
JOSEPHINE GUISSOU 
AN D FINAN CED BY AID (REDSO/JA, A IDjJ,.N),
THEIR IDEAS 
ON THE CHANGING ECONOMIC 
AND 
SOCIAL SITUATION 
OF VOLTAIC
 
WOMEN 
AND THEIR PROPOSALS 
FOR FUTURE PROGRAMS ARE 
SfNTHESIZEn 
IN TINI S 
PAPER. 

A-. ST,',ACT 

THE WOMEN STRESSED 
CE-TAII C,,SIC IDEAS 
OVER AND OVER, AND 3.7F.).
 
THEIR PROGRAM PROPOSALS UPON TlIEIlI 1 HESE ARE DESCRIBED DRIEFLY HE7.S 
AND SUPPORTED 
WITH DETAILS, EXANPLE2 AND SPECIFIC PROGRAMS 
IN THE
 

FOLLOWING 
TEXT.
 

IN THE SOCIAL SECTOR, TIESE 
 WOfiEt DISCUSSED EDUCATION, LAW, 
MEDICINE, AND SOCI AL SERVICES. '-C; OF THESE SERVICES WAS ONCE P',: T OF 
AN INTEGRATED 
COMMUNITY SYSTEM, UUT 
CACA IS NOW OVERLAID 
BY WESTENInj-2D.

INSTITUTIONS WHI CH ARE NOT SUPPO;T,',DLE BY COMMUNITY MEANS AND ARE 
INADAPTED 
TO REAL NEEDS. EVEt-l 
TI;OUGH FINANCED BY THE 
TAX REVENUES OF
 
ALL CITIZENS, THEY 
ARE LIMITED 
TO SERVING 
A SMALL NUMBER OF ELITE.
BECAUSE THESE INSTITUTIONS ARE NOT WIDESPREAD, THE TRADITIONAL COHMN.UNITY 



STRUCTURES ARE STILL FUNCTIONING TO SCME EXTENT AND ARE AVAILABLE TO
 

DRAW UPON iN DEVISING VOLT/IC SOLUTIONS TO THE CHANGING VOLTAIC NEEDS-


THUS INSTEAD OF ASKING HOW TO MAKE THESE SO-CALLED MOOEIlN IN,:TITUTIONS
 

MORE AVAILABLE TO WOMEN, THE WOIIEN ASKED WHAT NEW APPROACHES COULD BE
 

DESIGNED T) FIT THE 
CHANGING LIFE STYLE IN UPPER VOLTA, UTILIZING THE
 

STRENGTHS OF THE VOLTAIC TRADITIONS /,ND DRAWING FROM THE ADVANTAGES
 

OFFERED BY DEVELOPMENT TECHNOLOGIES. %S THEY TALKED THI:Y CONTINUALLY
 

STRESSED THAT THESE NEW IN!;TITUTIGtS SHOULD BE SUPPORTAIOLE BY THE
 

COMMUNITY, ADAPTED TO THE REAL :!EEDS, AND SHOULD SERVE "'HE ENTIRE
 

POPULUS. T;AE WOMEN IDENTIFIED CF..T,',IN NEV PROBLEMS WHICH NEITHER THE
 

TRADITIONAL NOR THE MODERN SYSTEMS 
',DDfrESED AND RECOMM,:NDED A NUMBER
 

r
0 PROGRAMS TO MEET THESE IROrLEMS- ':OWE\ER, THEIR MAIN SUGGESTIONS IN
 

THE SOCIAL SECTOR WERE FOR COMV"JNITY-DASE:D AND-SUPPORTED PROGRAMS WITH
 

COMMUNITY MEMBERS BEING GIVEN 3/,1C TRAIr:ING AND THE -,EANS FOR SOLVING
 

MANY OF THE EDUCATION, HEALTH, LEGL AND SOCIAL PROBLEMS WITHIN THE
 

THE COMMLINITY. THEY WANTED ALL P.,OGRAMS TO BUILD INDEPEADENCE, NOT
 

DEP END ENCE
 

THE VOLTAIC WOMAN HAS ALW.IAYS CONTRIDU-ED TO THE FAMII.Y'S FOOD
 

PRODUCTI ON WHICH IS UNDER *rHE CONTROL 
OF THF HEAD OF THE FAMILY, SHE
 

ALSO HAD A PERSONAL INCOME UNDER HER OWN CONTROL, WHICH SHF USED TO
 

PROVIDE FOR A CERTAIN CLEARLY'-P"ESCrqI ED RESPONS IBIL ITI ES TO THE FA MI.Y
 

AS WELL AS HER PERSONAL NEEDS- IT IS THIS ROLE OF PROVIDER OF SPECIFIC 

INDISPENSABLE ITEMS FOR THF FAMILY A"D FOR HERSELF, AND A CERTAIN SEL'-

SUFFICIENCY WHICH 
THE WOMEN FEEL IS THREA' ENED. VOLTAIC DEVELOPMENT
 

EFFORTS TEND TO WITHHOLD FROM THE WlON;,N AGRICULTUR AL TRAINING, TOOLS,
 

AND PRODUCTS NECESSARY FOR 11OPER': ,CHI CULTURAL PRODUO7TON S WELL S
 

TRANSPORTATION, MOBILITY, EDUC,'.TlPiNj AND RESOURCES FOR ENTRY INTO MOEEIt
 

COMMERCE OR INDUSTRY. SHE THUS f,:CO.'IES ECONOMICALLY CRIPPLED IN THE
 

MODERN WORLD. THE WOMEN IN THIS STUDY WANT PLANNERS, VOLTAIC AND FO;EI G[I
 

ALIKE, AND ALL VOLTAICS (ESPECI,',LLY HUSBANDS) TO REALIZE THAT ACTIVE
 

AND RESPONSIBLE PARTICIPATION 1!H THE ECONOMIC LIFE OF THE FAMILY AND T1-E
 

COUNTRY IS NEW NOR E IN-G. IT NECESSARY IF THE
NEITHER TH TE JN IS, INDEED, 


WOMAN IS TO CONTINUE HER ROLE AS %H CSSENT;TIAL PART OF AN Hf,.RMON IOUS
 

ECONOMIC, SOCIAL, AND POLITICA.L U;!IT INSTEAD OF FOLLOWING THE ESSENTIALLY
 

FOREIGN PATTERN OF BEING L IITED .FnTHE ROLE OF WIFE-SERVANT IN THE
 

SERVICE OF THE FAMILY.
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THE WOMEN ALSO ADDRESSED THE P1HOOLEM OF 
POWER, RECOGNIZING 
THAT
 
IN THE MODERN SECTOR 
THEY HAV. VEf-
 LITTLE POLITICAL VOICE. THEIR
 
CONCENSUS 
WAS THAT THERE SHOULD CEU . INATIONAL WOMEN'S COUNCIL 
WHICH
 
COULD BE A LIAISON BETWEEN WOMEN AND THE GOVERNMENT. 

BOTH FEDERATION MEMBERS AND ON--MEMBERS MENTIONED THAT THE 
FEDERATION OF VOLTAIC WOMEN IS LfCOMING A FORUM FOR WOMEN OF ALL SOCI AL 
LEVELS AND COULD BE USEFUL TO GOVH't'HENTAL AND NON-GOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 
IN HELPING DESIGN 
PROGRAMS, 
IN SUPERVISING PILOT PROJECTS$
 

AND IN EVALUATING 
SPECIFIC PROGR,',MS 
AS THEY AFFECT WOMEN.
 

SOC I AL 0ECTOR 

SOCIAI 
WELFARE TRADITIOIlALLY 
IS' PART OF A COMPREHENSIVE IN'IEGR,',T:D
 
SYSTEM THAT TOUCHES ALL ASPECTS OF 
DAILY LIFE. IT IS A COMMUNITY AFF'.Ilr,o
 
THERE ARE EXPECTATIONS 
OF OCEHAVIOP TK;AT VARY 
BY ETHNIC GROUP, "UT "CT'.* 
THE MORE AND THE LESS CENTR,' LLY OFG.' IlZED ETHNIC GROUPS HAVE :'ASI C SCIoI.AL 
UNITS 
FROM THE EXTENDED FAMILY TO T':E VILLAGE. 

EDUCAT ION
 

UNDER THE TRADITIONAL SYSTE ' '.I.Y 
ADULT CAN CORRECT OR ADVISE , 
YOUNGSTER ON 
SOCIAL CONDUCT. THE~r ,,E NO FORMAL EDUCATIONAL STRUCTU"E.-

HOWEVER THERE 
 ARE SPECIAL TIMES N'U'INGWHICH YOUNG PEOPLE ARE DROUCHT
 
TOGETHER UNDER 
ADULTS OHARGED.,IT. 
 T;HEIR EDUCATION (EXCISION 
FOR GILS
 
AND CIRCUMCISION FOR BOYS). ;',OST 
 EDi"CATION 
IS A PROCESS OF CHILDREN
 
SITTING AND WORKING WITH 
ADULTS ,' D LISTENING 
TO ADVICE AND COMMENTS
 
ON SUCH THINGS AS RULES OF 3EH,,V lrjot, CAUSES AND CURES FOP AI LMENTS. A"o 
OBLIGATIONS 
TO ELDERS. 'CHILuE:'WORK 
WHILE LEARNING 
AND CONTRIRUTE 
THEl " 
LABOR AT THE SAME TIME. 'LL PH,'3ES OF TRADITIONAL 
SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 

LIFE ARE KNOWN AND DI SCUSSED BY THE COMMUN ITY AND ARE REINFORCED BY 2ITES 
OF PASSAGE, CEREMONIES, 
AND FOLK T,,LES. THE COMMUNITY TEACHES CHILDREN
 
WHAT THEY NEED 
FOR THEIR 
ADULT LIVES. IT TEACHES THEM TO IE CONSCIOUS 

I 
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OF T HElIR 11ESP0N'S 1 1LTIrfES AND'b DUT IES IN SUPPORT OF THE FAMILY AND
 

COMNUNITYJ COMMUNITY MEMBERS 
ARE C 'NCERNED WITH THE CHILD'S MORAL,
 
U PROFESSIONAL AND EVEN ARTISTIC DEVELOPMENT, MOTHERS 
AR17 RESP.ONSILE
 

FOR THE EDUCATION OF ALL CHILDRE, UNTIL ABOUT SEVEN, A'D F'OR GIRLS 

UNTIL THEY MARRY. 

HEAL.TH 
TRADITIONAL BELIEFS 
AND P"A'TICES RELATING TO HEALTH A'LSO REIN--

FORCE THE SOCIAL GROUP. 
LONG DEFORE EURCPEAN DOCTORS 
R.COGNIZED THE
 
IMPORTANCE OF STRESS AND WOfRY A. "A CAUSE OF ILLNESS, TRADITIONAL
 

VOLTAI C HEALERS WERE WORKING TO HELP THEIR PATIENTS MAKE AMENDS FOR 
BROKEN RULES 
AND TO RESOLVE 
SOCIAL CON"FLICTS 
AS PART OF THEIR HEALTH
 
PROGRAM MANY POPULAR CURES 
INCLUDE LEAVES 
AND "HERBS WHICH 
WOMEN COLLECT 

AND PREPARE. FOR 
MORE COMPLICATED 
ILLNESSES PROFESSIONAL MEALERS 
ARE
 

CONSULTED. IF THE PATIENT IS PUT TO OED, IT IS AT HIS OWN HOME OR AT 
THE HOME OF THE HEALER, AND THE P,'TIENT IS NOT CUT OFF FROM HIS FAMILY 
AND FRIENDS. THESE CURES ARE 
NOT RESERVED 
FOR THE RICH; FREOUENTLY"
 

TRADITIONAL HEALERS 
AND MIDWIVES (WHO'ARE 
ALSO FARMERS) ARE GIVENSIMPLE
 
'7* GIFTS OF FOOD. THE 
COMMUNITY COI.IT;,,IUPUTES ITS EXPERTISE TO HELP CURE A.
 

* MEMBER AND, IF SOMEONE IS DYIG, CO; IUNITY MEMBERS STAY WITH HIM 
AND IIS 

FAMILY. WOMEN ARE VERY IMPORT,',IT II THE TRADITI9NAL SYSTEM, BEING It!
 
CHARGE OF NUTRITION., HYGIENEt 
SIIPLE 
CURES, AND SOMETIMES 


HEALERS AND 


LAW 

LAWS 


THE SOCIAL 


TO KNOW AND 


ACTING AS
 

MIDWIVES.
 

OR RULES IN THE TIADITIOt:AL COMMUNITY ARE 
CREATED TO SUPPORT, 

ORGANIZATION 
AND HELP PEOPLE LIVE IN BALANCE. IT IS IMPORTNT 
FOLLOW THE SOCIAL RULES MANY OF WHICH WERE ORIGINATED OY
 

THE ANCESTORS AND CARRY MYSTIC 3G,',A8 TIcNS. THE COMMUNITY FEARS OUTRREAKS 
. OF ILLNESS, FAMINE, OR OTHER Tc'GEDIES IF THE RULES ARE BROKEN AND AMENDS 

NOT MADE. THEY, THEREFORE, MAKE ALL POSSIBLE EFFORTS TO HELP EVERYONE 
* LIVE ACCORDING TO THE RLILES OR r'.y THE PRICE DEMANOD WHEN RULES ARE 

BROKEN. IN CASE OF DISPUTES WOI1EII FIQEQUENTLY ARE NOT ABLE TO REPRESENT 
THEMSELVES BEFORE THE ELDERS- :UT HAL E MEMBERS OF THE IR NATAL FAM I LY CAJ 

A.: . SPEAK ON THEIR BEHALF. SINCE SUCH IIE,,RINGS ARE IHE.D BY PEOPLE WHO KNOW 

* ALL THE PARTIES WELL, A WOMAN'S PO 1ITION IS USUALLY WELL UNDERSTOOD. 



SOCIAL SERVICES 
p 

IN THE VILLAGE, FAMILY MEN:'Fns AND.NEIGHBORS TRADITIONALLY HELP' 
EACH OTHER- IN TIMES OF CELE,!RATIOtl AIOd CRISES EACH PERSON HAS AN 
OBLIGATION. NEIGHBORS HELP PREPAo*,E FOOD FOR IEDDINGS,! JOIN WORK PARTIES 
TO BUILD HOUSES AND TO DO FIELD ,ORK, AND WOMEN OFTEN HAVE INFORMAL, 
SAV,INGS AND LOAN ASSOCIATIONS. Ti'Is FEELING OF MUTUAL AID IS BUILT INTO 
COM'MUNITY LIFE AND MEMBERS KNOW TH,',T, IF THEY HONOR THEIR OBLIGATI.ONS I 
THEY WILL RECEIVE SUPPORT FnO01 THE COMMUNITY WHEN IT IS NEEDED. 

THE EVOLVING SCCI.\L SITUATION 

NEW INSTITUTIONS, BASED ON FOREIGN CONCEPTS AND LIFE STYLES AND 

OFTEN CONTRARY TO VOLTAIC CUSTOI1 1 HAVE BEEN INTRODUCED INTO THE :
'
/ 

TRADITIONAL COMMUNITY IN EACH OF THESE FIELDS. MOST INSTITUTIONS ,TAKE 
DEC ISION-MAKING AND CONTROL OUT OF THE VILLAGE; 'MOST ARE SO EXPENSIVE . 
THA*T THEY CANNOT BE SUPPORTED _,Y THE LOCAL COMMUNITY, 'AND MOST CREATE 
SOCIAL DIVISIONS BY GIVING SFRVI.:ES TQ SOME BUT NOT TO OTHERS. THOUGH 

THE MAJORITY OF VOLTAICS SUPPORT T';ESE INSTITUTIONS BY TwEIR TAXES, 
ONLY THE MINORITY ARE WELL-SERVED . Y THEM. SINCE INDEPENnENCE THE 
VOLTAIC GOVERNMENT HAS MODIFIED P1'.NY OF THESE INSTITUTIONS, AND IS 

CURRENTLY DISCUSSING SEVERAL !..SIC rEFORMS TO BRING THE SERVICES IACK 
TO THE COMM.UNITY. EACH OF THERE F',UR FIELD HAS DEVELOPED DIFFERENTLY 

AND MUST BE CONSIDERED SEPARATELY, 

I 

EDUCATION 

TRADITIONAL EDUCATION USED TIE S;ILLS AND EXPERIENCE OF THE FAMILY 

AND THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY TO TRA: YOUNG PEOPLE FOR THEIR ECONOMIC AND 
SOCIAL FUTURES. MODERN EDUCATION V"TRODUCED THE FOREIGN CONCEPT OF 
TRAINING FOR A CONSUMPTION-ORIENTED PATTERN RATHER THAN A LIFE OF 
SUBSISTANCE ALONE. IT TRAINS '. SIILL ELITE FOR CERTAIN JOBS, ESPECIALLY 
THOSE OF THE CIVIL SERVICE- SCIHOOLING FREQUENTLY ACTS TO LIMIT'OR CUT 
OFF COMMUNICATIONS WITH FAMILY i/,il) COMMUNITY AND THE TRADITIONAL WAY 

V 

:OF 

TO 

LIF,. As 
THE TOP, 

ONE 

THEY 

EDUCATOR 

ARE NO 

lEM,',-K D) 

LOtIGER FIT 

WHEN CHIL DREN 

FON FARM WORK-

ENTER SCHOOL 

C'ILDREN WHO 

AND GO. 

ENTER 



SCHOOL AND DO NOT SUCCEED ARE ALSO NO L.)NGER FIT FOR FARM WORK NOR 
ARE THEY ABLE TO ENTER THE ;1OD'I' \.ORLD * IN A COUNTRY OF 95" RURAL 
POPULATION IT IS INDEED FORTUNATE THAT -ESS THAN 10 % OF THE TOTAL 
POPULATION IS EDUCATED- IP BY I:AGIC WE "OULD SUDDENLY ENROLL ALL OUR 
CHILDREN IN 
THIS SCHOOL SYSTEM, IT WOULO SEEM 
THAT WE WOULD HAVE A
 
WHOLE GENERATICN 
OF PEOPLE UN,',DLE TO PAY 
TAXES TO SUPPORT THE SYSTEM,
 
AND INDEED UNABLE EVEN TO 
FEED IT-. LF.91 THE VAST MAJORIT'" OF YOUNG
 
STUDENTS ARE UNABLE TO 
FINISH TH.EIl n STUJIES FOR LACK OF FUNDS LACK
 
OF OPPORTUNITY, FAMILY 
OBLIGATIONS, OR 
LACK OF INTELLECTUAL 
APTITUDE.
 
OF OVER 1000 CHILDREN WHO ST/IT SCHOOL, 
ONLY 275 (OR 27 5:) FINISH 

PRIMARY SCHOOLS AND 5 (on 2 .*) GET -, HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA. THE WOMEN 
FIND THIS AN APPALLING WASTE CF KUN,',N PSOURCES AS MANY OF THE 98 , 

WHO FAIL TO GRADUATE HAVE ONLY T,'l,IED rHEMSELVES INTO PERPETUAL
 

UNEMPLOYMENT.
 

IT IS NOT ONLY THE LACK OF T2
 ,',INI[JG IN VIABLE 
ECONOMIC SKILLS
 

WHICH 
SEEMS TO BE WORRYING THE WtDl.E..* URBAN EDUCATORS ARE PARTICULf.RY
 
CONCERNED THAT 
THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTE;.I 
DOES NOT TRAIN THE "WHOLE" CHILD. 
IT BEGINS AT AGE SEVEN AND ONLY TYC FEW WHO CAN 
AFFORD PRIVATE NURSElY
 
SCHOOLS CAN 
OBTAIN SCHOOLING 
FG;" T:!EI;' CHILDREN BEFORE THIS 
.GE.
 
ESPECIALLY IN 
THE URBAN ENV IRO N:tlE;UT, BUT ALSO !N RURAL SCHOOLS, ONCE
 
A CHILD IS ENROLLED FAMILIES 
TEND T' LEAVE THE TOTAL TRAINING TO THE
 
SCHOOL, WHILE 
THE SCHOOL PROG;..1 .1S DESIGNED TO DEAL 
MERELY ITH ThE 
INTELLECTUAL ASPECTS. 
 ANY PA fE.TS DO NOT UNDERSTAND THE PR 'PO,'. 

FEEL INADEQUATE TO "INTERFEREitV ",NE WOMAN URBAN SCHOOL AD"'I- 'ISTP.,'T )R 
SUGGESTS THE NEED OF AN EXPElI:NEI!T,',L ,PPROACH FOR URBAN A S WELL AS 
RURAL SOROOLS IN WHICH 
PARENTS %flD TEACHERS WOR5 TOGETHER TO SHARE 
RESPONSIBILITIES 
IN TRAINING THE COr'-2LETE CHILD.
 

WOMEN FOUCATORS ALSO CO-.Pl. I: THfI.T EVEN THE TASK OF 11'1TELLECTU 

TRAINING OF THE CHILD CANNOT CE DCCX' IN THE CURRENT SITUATION. HERE 
ARE NOT ENOUGH SCHOOL OUI LD I GS A , DCHOOL DORMATOR I ES ESPEC I ALLY FOR 
GIRLS. THE STATE 
OF "IANY TH',T E:i-"T IS DISGRACEFUL. 
"THERE IS , SHOCKI;:; 
LACK OF LEARNING MATERIALS. '.!ItiTHOUT COOKS 
AND OTHER rRA INING IDS.
 
TEACHERS 
CANNOT DO AN ADEQUATE JOT, TECHERS FEEL 
MANY MORE PEOPLE W/OULD 
ELECT TO BECOME TEACHERS IF CO"IDITI O0S WERE NOT SO 
DI FF ICULT. T'EY
 
PLEAD THAT SOME MORE RATIONAL SYSTEM1 OF EDUCATION BE CHOSEN F"R THE 

L 
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FUTURE AND THAT I T THEN BE AOEOUATELY SUPPORTED$ CURn.,tTLY I URBAN 

CENTERS - T HFE E ---1 A P R OL.I+FE RAT-ION -OF PR I VATE SCHOOLS-;- MA,'Y OF -POOR 

QUALITY, THAT HAVE SPRUNG UP TO FILL THE GAP FOR THOS. W\iO CAr: 

AFFORD THEM.
 

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF PROPOSALS TO REFORM THE EDUCATION
 

SYSTEM. THE WOHEN DISCUSSED THE PROPOSAL OF THE MINISTRIES OF 

EDUCATION AND OF RURAL DEVELOPMENT THAT WOULD START THE CHILDREN 

YOUNGER, USE NATIONAL LANGWA"za FOR THE FIRST EIGHT Or MI::E YEARS 

OF INSTRUCTION, AND WOULD EMPHASIZE AGRICULTURE AND TECHIHCAL TRAI--

NING. IN THIS SYSTEM CHILDREN WOULD NOT BE GIVEN EXAINVATIONS SO THE 

ATTITUDE WOULD BE COOPERATIVE INSTEAD OF COMPETITIVE ,AND THERE WULt
 

BE NO FAILURE. THE MINISTRY OF RURAL DEVELOPME.NT HAS ESTADLISHED "
 

SEVERAL PILOT SCHOOLS USING SOME OF THESE IDEAS- WOMEN DISCUSSED
 

OTHER IDEAS ALSO. f"ANY REJECT ENTIRELY THE FOREIGN MODEL OF THE EU-

ROPEN EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM AND SUGGEST STARTING AGAIN WITN THE TRADI-

TIONAL STRUCTURE AS A BASE USING VILLAGERS IN TEACHING ROLES AND
 

TRAINED AGENTS FROM THE MINISTRIES OF EDUCATION AND RURAL DEVELOPMENT
 

XS ADVISORS.
 

0 FINALLY ADOPTED,
r-1MATTER WHAT PROGRAM OF EDUCATION IS 


WOMEN POINT OUT LOCAL COMMUNITY MEMBERS WILL HAVE TO UNDF.rn.TA::D AND 

SUPPORT IT FOR IT TO BE SUCCESSFUL ESPECIALLY IN THE TRAI:ING OF
 

GIRLS. STARTIIG FROM COLONIAL TIMES THE FRENCH ASKED TO TR.'.I.N THE 

SON (NOT DAUGHTERS) OF THE VOLTAIC ELITE. LATER, WHEN E.'.ZTIC,' WAS 

INTRODUCED FOR GIRLS, IT WAS MAINLY TO TEACH SOME TYPES OF WESTERNI-


ZED HOUSEHOLD SKILLS. MOTHERS TAKE TRAINING DAUGHTERS 3ErUIOUSLY. 

TRADITIONALLY, THE 'GIRL HELPS HER MOTHER WITH HOUSEHOLD T.'C;'S WHILE 

LEARNING THE SKILLS THAT WILL MAKE HER A GOOD WIFE ANO WILL SHOW 

HOW WELL JiE;l MOTHEP, TRAINED HER. CURRENT COMPLAINTS A:Y2UT ZE"D ING 

DAUGTHERS TO SC::OOL INCLUDED: A GIRL AT SCHOOLHAS LESS TI:.E TO HELP 

AT HOME, flAY tm0T LEARN NEEDED HOUSEHOLD SKILLS, SHE M,'Y BE TRAIN ED 

INTO UNEMPLOYMENlT AND SHE MAY GET SO MUCH EDUCATION S:-E .JILL H.',VE 

TROUBLE FIINDING ANS PLEASING A HUSBAND. TH'ESE IDEAS \.!ILL :.!C'IED TO BE 

COUNTERED WITH EXTRA HELP FOFP MOTHERS AND DAY CARE CE::TRS I F YOUNG
 

GIRLS ARE TO 3E FREE FROM HOUSEHOLD DUT IES AND TRAINI.NG THAT WILL
 

TRWLY BE USEFUL F3R HER FUTURE. CURRENTLY, IF THE GIV:L GO,.f- TO S HO01.
 

T IS USUA LLY BE CAUSE HER FATrHER IS EDUCATED HIMSELF 0' HAS rlERHAPS 

TRAVELED AND SEEN THE ADVANTAGES OF EDUCATION FOR EIiPLOYfE2T IN THE 

MODERN SECTOR AND INSISTS THAT HIS DAUGHTERS HAVE THIS OPP07TUNITY. 
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EVERY ASPECT OF 
MODERN ECONOMC 
 0 CIALLIFE tEHANDS THAT
 
WOMEN HAV ,\ ri:-.1: F - EDUC AT I N
1) m, OF MOST OF THE SUGGESTION$ MADE 
BY
 
WOMEN IN OIVl: R 
 TO .IEALIZE A MORE ACTIVE SOCIAL 
AND ECOJOMIC 
ROLE IN
 
THEIR COUIJTrfY; REVOLVED 
AROUND 
SOME TYPE OF EDUCATION. WOMIN 
.AVE AN
 
ENORMOUS 
STAINE IN 
THE FORM OF EDUCATION 
THAT IS OFFERED. 
AS LIVING 
PATTERNS C::,',IIGEI W IOIEN AS EDUCATORS OF THE YOUNG MUST PF:EPIARE THE 
OHILDREN FCr, THE NEW LIFE. WOMEN HAVE THE MOST TO LOSE BY 
A SYSTEM
 
THAT CUTS IIOTI.;ER. OFF FROM THEIR CHI LDREN, AND THAT WIITHHOLDS ECONO-

MIC SKILLS ,'.:D GIVES GIRLS 
TRAINING 
OF ONLY LIMITED ECONfOMIC VALUE.
 
WOMEN MUST 
;;r SURE THAT THE TRAINING OFFERED TO 
THEM \WILL FACILITATE,
 
NOT LIMIT TH-EIF, PARTICIPATION IN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL DEV"LOPMENT 
OF THEIR COUNTR:Y@ SOME OF THE SUGGESTIONS 
MADE DY THE. WOMFN FO% IM-' 
PROVING THE .'UC.',TIONAL SITUATION IN UPPER VOLTA 
ARE , 

1) D.SIC 11V-FORM OF THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM MUST ,E ADOPTED 
SOOI;.: IT SHOULD DE ORGANIZED ON VOLTAIC, NOT 
FORiIGN IDEAS 
AT T:IE CONP.IUNITY LEVEL AND GIVE FUNCTIONAL T RAI:II;!C. IT 
SH('ULU *3" DESIGNED SOFANY CHILD WHO ENTERS SHOULD T!'EREAFTER 
UE ,,:LE TO ::.E INTEGRATED INTO THE COMMUNITY NO I1ATTE- \WHAT 

LEVEL ;IE OF: SHE 
ATTAINS,
 

2) OlC, Tr:IS RUFORII IS ADOPTED ANY NEEDED FACILIT IEf, SHOULD BE 
GUILT .'i:r LL MAINTAINED IN SUFFICIENT NUMDERS THAT ',LL 
CHI LDrl.';I 1;,Y GE SERVED. THESE MAY 3E SIMPLE AtL' C.4 BE OU I LT 

DY VILL,XGEHS. 

5) ONCE T". S.14OOLS ARE ESTADLISHED THEY SHOULD 3E ADUqUATFLY 
FUrl;:IS:"D W!ITH APPROPRIATE MATERIALS, AND THE STAFF 3HOULD 
rECEIVE " Pro,PRI ATE TRAINING, VILLAGERS WITH Sl'I LLS SPl'OULD 
'E USE': .'.I'D OFF-SEASON TRAINING 
SHOULD BE AVAILABL. FO,
 

TIIESr 'I LLA.GERS
 

/-) ' IVATZ Sr'.:tOLS 
 SHOULD BE ENCOURAGED ONLY IF THEII. ST.,:DARDS 
Arfr HIG! ",--THEY' SHOULD DE CAREFULLY SUPPERVISZ;) 2Y THE MI-
NI ST2Y 01- E.UCATION. 

5) DUE TC T-.- PflODLEMS GIRLS HAVE FINDING LO' GI;C VHERT THEY 
MAY OIT I !UE ADVANCED TRAINING, MORE oor,.r I RI IES MUST DE 
GUILT 
IN UPD/tw CENTERS WHERE THIS TRAINII',G IS OF'FERED­

,5) T:r WOMAN'S FEI'ERT ION SHOULD STUDY THE PROPO5E': £ .UC,'T I ONAL 
Rr.F HS AP, ,:o4OULn HAVE AN INPUT INTO THE DESIGNj C" T"E 
,,EFOR 3yTr ;,ND A CONTINUING VOICE IN THE DIAECTION AID
 

COISION 
IA,'KING FOR EDUCATION 
AT EVERY LEVEL'*
 



HEALTH 

TRADITIONALLY A GREAT NUIIOCF OF HEALTH-RELATED DECISIONS ARE
 

MADE WITHIN THE HOME AND COMMUNITY. ,1OEN HAVE ALWAYS 
BEEN INVOLVED
 

IN NUTRITION) FIRST AID, HYGIEN4E, AND OTHER HEALTH ACTIVITIES-

MODERNIZATION NOT DRINGS
ONLY IANY EW HEALTH PROBLEMS, BUT IT OFTEN
 

HAS THE EFFECT OF rAKING 
THE POWER OF DECISION AWAY FROM THE INDIVIDUAL
 

AND OUT OF THE COMMUNITY-


WOMEN WHO WORK 
IN THE FI ELC OF HEALTH COMPLAIN ABOUT THE 

IONORANCE AND THE LACK OF INFORHATIDO WOMEN HAVE ABOUT MODERN MEALH 

MATTERS. IF A WOMAN GIVES ONE PILL TO HER CHILD AND THE CHILD GET$ 

BETTER, SHE MAY THEN GIVE 
IT T',REE TO LUE SURE IT IS CUrED WIT1,4 ,,67
 

REALIZING THE STRENGTH 
OF THE DRUG AI) THE POTENTIAL DANGEP. SHE MA' 

ALSO BE UNABLE TO DESCRIBE HER S'1PTOMS OR BE UNAWARE OF WHICH Sy'MPrOMS 

ARE CONSID ERED SERIOUS TO A !ODERN DOCTOR. WITH THE NEW STYLE 0?f L4VING 

SHE NEEDS NEW INFORMATI ON ON TOPICS Qi, SEX EDUCATION, POSSIBLE "OAMACE 

WHICH CAN ACCOMPANY AN EXCI SI ONI ARtD FIRST AID TECHNIQUES FOR TP.ATING 

HERSELF AND THOSE AROUND HER. 

NEW THINGS ARE HAPPENING I:- <PCR WORLD ABOUT 
WHICH SHE 'S NOT
 

INFORMED. CONSTRUCTION OF DAHIS ,-r I GING A PERMANENT 
WATER SUPPLY MAY
 

ALSO 
BRING NEW DISEASES. INTROIJ,-TIOr' OF CASH CROPS Mt Y p r.I ,N NOT ONLY 

MONEY 5UT ALSO FOOD SHORTAGES OX' ;:ECATIVE DIETARY CHANGES. - . i. ATIOU 

OFTEN "lINGS INCREASED SAtlIT;,TIS 4':0 EPIDEMIC',:.D PROBLEMS ',, ICH R4E ' tJIc1 E 

URBAN PLANNING. IT ALSO IHC,',,SES T fi INCIDENCE OF VENERI AL '1SE CSE 

WHICH POINTS UP THE NEED FOR SEX EDUC,',TION. CHANGING DIET ;ND THE USE 

OF MODERN -"ENTIFRI CE INSTEDn OF T D ITIONAL TOOTH HYGI ENE HAS GREATLY 

INCREASED 
THE INCIDENCE OF DE 'T,',L .'(DLEMS. THE INTRODUCTI ON OF THE 

BABY DOTTLE HAS BROUGHT WITH IT I;'FECTIONS AND CERTAIN TYPES OF MAL-

NURISHMENT IN B AB IES. 

ACCORDING TO THE WCME(X I TEI,JIEWED1 HEALTH PLANNING T:,KES VI GI LA'NC;CE 

AND CONCERN, I T ALSO REQUI RES C,',RFWL TING OF P RI T IFS T ) SURE 

THAT PEOPLE HAVE AS MUCH CONTRUL ' VE;, THEIR OWN HEALTH A-S POS SIBLE ,ND 

THAT ALL rPEOPLE 51A RE IN 1HE DENEFIT OF IMPROVED HEALTH C ARE 

THE WOMEN SPOKE OF FOUR, A',SPECTS OF MODERN MEDICAL C-rE: "I) H-';.LTH 

CAFE, PERSONNEL, FACI LI TIES ANjD P;U,0G,/AmS; 2) MEDICINES AND GRUGS; ) 

NUTRITION; AND -4-) PREVENT IVE :IC,',LTH CARF. 



1) PERSONNEL, FACILITIES ArND PROGRAMS : IN UPPER VOLTA THERE A:"Z 

CURRENTLY 40 VOLTAIC DOCTORS, ;10 T OF WHOM LIVE IN URBAN CENTERS1 AND 

SOME OF WHOM ARE ADMINISTR,',TORS OF PROGRAMS AND NOT PRACTITIONERS. 

THERE ARE 150,000 PEOPLE PER DOCTOlR AIND9 OF COURSE, IN PUFAL AREAS 

THE RATIO IS MUCH HIGHER- "HE 'ORLD ":EALTH ORGAIIZATION RECOMMENDS A,
 
MINIMUM OF 1 DOCTOR FOR EACH PEOPLE. THIS PROPORTION WOULD 

REQUIRE 550 DOCTORS SPREAD THROUGHOUT UPFER VOLTA AND MORE THAN 14 r-

DOCTORS PER YEAR JUST TO ACCOUNT FOr, THE POPULATION GROWTH. THERE ARE 

FIVE HOSPITALS IN THE COUNTRY, OR ONE HOSPITAL FOR EACH 1.40 MILLICN 

PEOPLE. OFrEN THESE HOSPITALS DO NOT HAVE THE PERSONNEL) EQUIPMENT,
 

AND MEDICINES NEEDED TO OPERATE EVEN AT NINIMUM LEVELS, CLEARLY THERE 

1I NO WAY UPPER VOLTA CAN, IN THE NE,', FUTURE OFFER TH I S TYPEI OF 

FACILITY TO THE MAJORITY OF ITS CITIZENS-

TRAINED PERSONNEL 
FREQUENTLY ,,;, LOATH TO WORK IN RURAL CONDITICNS. 

THIS, HOWEVER, MAY IMPROVE AS MORE TRAINING IS GIVEN IN UPPER VOLTA
 

UNDER VOLTAIC CONDITIONS, INSTEAD OF INr FRANCE WHERE TECHNIQUES ARE 

FREQUENTLY ILL-ADAPTED TO CONDITIONS IN AFRICA. SEVERAL WOMEN IN
 

MEDICAL EDUCATION STRESSED HOW IMPOr'FTANT LOCAL TPAINING IS AND HOW
 

MUCH REAL EXPERIENCE STUDENTS RECEIVE I N RURAL AREAS WHERE TH,"RE Af . 

A VARIETY OF CASES EACH DAY AND STLIDENTS MUST FREOUENTLY EXERCISE A
 

GREAT DEAL OF RESPONSIBILITY A"D LJjITIATIVE I T IS EXPENS IVE AND TIME 

CONSUMING DOCTORS, CLEA'RLY ARE DECTO TRAIN ANO THERE HEALTH I S I ONS 

THAT CAN BE MADE BY PEOPLE WHO HAVE 7',,RA-MEDICAL T RAI NING. 

THE WOMEN POINTED TO MEDIC,',L P "OGRAMS IN TANZANIA AND IN N!IGE
 

WHERE HEALTH DEL I VERY SYSTEMS ST,',A:T ,T THE VI LLAGE LEVEL. FROM THE 

PROGRAM IN NIGER, WOMEN MENITI Of!ED COKU1t.;NU N ITI ES THAT ELECT LOCAL 

REPRESENTATIVES TO WORK ON A VOLUINTEE; 
BASIS AS HEALERS AND MID-WIV;ES. 

THEY ARE GIVEN SHORT TERM T*.F.ItiG ".D MINIMUM SUPPLIES OF MEDICINE 

AND EQUIPMENT TO BE ABLE TO DETECT CE::TAII COMMON DISEASES, TREAT MitNOF 

AILMENTS AND I OUSWOUNDS, AND REFEN tMlOR. E S .ER AI LMENTS OR COMPLICATED 

BIRTHS TO A CLINIC. IN THE T,,,;;At. I. PN;OGRAM WOMEN MENTIONED THE USE 

OF FLOW CHARTS G RIATLY CUTTING THE T;,'.E NEEDED FOR PARA-MERICS TO 

DIAGNOSE AILMENTS, AND THE USE ")F P/R .- MEDICS TO PERFORM MANY SE;,VIC ES 

USUALLY DONE BY DOCTORS INCLUDING CERTAIN TYPES OF ROUTI NE SURGERY. IHE 

WOMEN ALSO MENTIONED THAT UPPER VOLTA THE OF
IN MUCH OF TIME DOCTORS ',t;D 

TRAINED HEALTH PERSONNEL IS SPENT I ADMINI STRATI VE TASKS WHICH LOCAL 

WOMEN COULD DE TRAINED TO DO*
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IN UPPER VOLTA, THERE HAS 
UEEN A PILOT PROJECT RUN By UNESCO 
IN
 
WHICH LOCAL MIDWIVES ARE 
GIVEN SOME TRAINING TO UPGRADE THEIR 
SKILLS.
 
THIS APPEARS TO BE A VERY SUCCESSFUL PROGRAM WHICH IF ADOPTED MOPE
 
BROADLY COULD BE 
PART OF 
A TOTAL VILLAGE HEALTH 
SYSTEM' IF THIS 
VILLAGIS
 
APPROACH TO HEALTH DELIVERY IS ESTABL ISHED, EVERY EFFORT SHOULD OE MADE 
TO INCLUDE WOMEN 
AT EACH LEVEL.
 

VILLAGERS ARE 
FREQUENTLY AIJ'IOUS 
TO PARTICIPATE 
IN HEALTH
 

PROGRAMS. 
BUT ACCORDING 
TO SOME RURAL EXTENSION AGENTS THIS 
IS NOT
 
ALWAYS ENCOURAGEb BY THE PRESENIT SYSTEM. THEY CITE EXAMPLES OF 
VILLAGERS WHO 
WERE ENCOURAGED 
TO 3UILD 
CLINICS IN CONNECTION WITH A
 
NATIONAL PROGRAM 
OF EXTENDING RUR,',L MEDICAL SYSTEM. HOWEVER, THE
 
GOVERNMENT 
NEVER PRODUCED 
THE PROMISED PERSONNEL AND EQUIPMENT. T HE
 
"CLINICS" HAVE NEVER BEEN OPENED A;;D THE VILLAGERS NOW HAVE LITTLE 
CONFIDENCE THAT THEY WILL EVER OPEN. To OPEN THIS TYPE OF CLINIC, THE 
VILLAGE MUST HAVE 
AID FROM OUTSIDE.
 

2) MEDICINES: THE AVAILADILITY AND USE OF MEDICINES IS ANOTHER 
ASPECT OF HEALTH AT THE COMMUNITY LEVEL. MOST PEOPLE USE SOME LOCAL 
MEDICINES FROM RECIPES HANDED DOWI.. 3Y THEIR MOTHERS OR FRIENDS. N'OST 
ALSO USE TRADITIONAL MEDICINES PRESCRI3ED BY TRADITIONAL HEALEP, r'HESE 
MEDICINES 
ARE OF UNEVEN 
QU,',LITY .APD EFFECTIVENESS 
AND SOME ARE ONLY
 
KNOWN IN LIMITED AREAS. ECAUCE : 
:Y OF THESE TRADITIONAL HER5S AFE
 
EFFECTIVE, INEXPENSIVE, 
AND EASILY 'VAILABLE, SOME COUNTRIES HAVE
 
DECIDED TO EXPLOIT THIS SOUI:CE OF 1;EDICINE. IN UPPER VOLTA, WOMEN P-INT 
OUT I'HERE ARE SOME SPEC IAL IST, rD , ESEARCH ON THIS AND CAVES HAS 
ORGANIZED REGIONAL 
SEMIN;,RS FO;l SrRItC INFORMATION 
WITH NEIGHBORING
 
COUNTRIES 
WITH SIMILAR VE(,ET;,TICt. NUMBER OF THESE COUNTRIES HAVE 
MADE A CONCERTED EFFORT 
TO COLLECT TR,,DITIONAL MEDICAL RECIPES, STUDY 
THE ACTIVE INGREDIENTS, 
AND T2A.It: HEALTH PERSONNEL ;N THEIR USE. IN 
MALI THEY EVEN PACKAGE AND SELL T'4EM LOCALLY. TH IS MAKES AVAILABLE, 
EFFECTIVE 
LOW OR SOMETIMES 
NO COET TREATMENT. UPPER VOLTA 
HAS NO
 
LABORATORY 
OR NATIONAL PROGR,',M Tn S'JPPORT 
SUCH EFFORTS.
 

MODERN MEDICINES1 THOUGH THEY 
,,RE NOT TAXED AND APE THEREFORE 

CHEAPER THAN 
IN SOME NEIGHDO:I G C,;!',L
TRI ES, ARE STILL FREQUENTLY 
UNAFFORDABLE DY SICK PEOPLE. SO:E ;'EOPLE BUY PRODUCTS SOLD IL,.EGALLY 
IN THE MARKETS DY VENDORS WHO DO ;!OT KNOW THEIR USE AND 
DO NOT KNOW
 
HOW TO STORE AND MAINTAIN THESE !IEDICINESI OR WHAT THE DOSAGE SHOULD 3E. 



THIS IS DANGEROUS AS WELL AS ILLEG,,,L ;,ND A LOCAL WOMAN 
DRUGGIST URGED
 

THAT POLICE AND CUSTOMS OFFICEOS SHOULD HAKE A GREATER EFFORT TO
 

CONTROL THIS PRACTICE.
 

THE M'IlNISTRY OF HEALTH IS C,2N:CEF,NED BY THE DISTRIBUTION OF DRUGS 

AND THEIR AVAILAOILITY 
AND HAS PROPOSED TO NATIONALIZE THE SALE OF
 

DRUGS AND MEDICINES SO THAT ALL GOVERfr1ENT AND PRIVATE PHARMACI ES, 

DISPENSAIFES, AND HOSPITALS WILL --C ADLE TO GET 
THEIR SUPPLKfES FROM
 

ON E CENTR AL SUPPLY HOUSE. .)TIEN STTE THAT 
IF THIS WORKS PROPERLY, IT
 

COULD SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF NOT !'.'.VI:;G EN)UGH SUPPLIES *N STOCK FOR
 

INDIVIDUAL STORES AND THE LONG '..ITING TIME REQUIRED 
TO ORDER STOCK
 

FROM FRANCE. HOWEVER, THEY 1,P7- COtICERNED THAT IT 
WILL MAKE ALL DRUG
 

OUTLETS DEPENDENT ON A SINGLE SCUflCE-
 Hy SUPPORTED Pr IVATE PHAPMACI:;TS
 

SUGGESTION THAT THE GOVERNMENT 
ST',RT THE SYSTEM, SUPPLY ALL THEIP OWN
 

OUTLETS, AND, AFTER PERFECTING T'HE SYSITEil, INCLUDE THE PRIVATE PHAUMA"-


CIES IN THE PROGRAM- IN THE KE,' TItlC, THE PRIVATE PHARMACIES COULD 

PROVIDE ALTERNATIVE SOURCES FOE: :1EPICINE. THERE ARE SEVERAL PLANS TO 

ESTABLISH LOCAL PRODUCTION OF V*'RIO'JS MEDICAL ITEMSISUCH AS ALCO14OL 

WHICH COULD GREATLY LOWER THEIRF COSTS 
 WOMEN FEEL SUCH EFFOPTS
 

SHOULD RE ENCOURAGED.
 

SOME LOCAL WOMEN' S GROUPS ,.RE %CTIVE IN PROVIDING THEIR COmm UN ITIES 

WITH MEDICINES BY POOLING rES0UrCES ,tD WORKING TO GET A STOCK OF 

MEDICINES FOR THEIR VILLAGE THROUGH ', NURSE OR A PERSON WITH A FEW
 

MONTHS OF PHARMACY TRAINING. jo0,',: PHARMACISI SAID HANDLING MEDICINCS
 

IN THE VILLAGE WAS A, GOOD FIELD FOR ,OMEN.
 

3) NUTRITION: IN UpeCR !-OLT'. 
 T 'ERE IS 0OTH THE PRODLEM OF LACK "IF
 

ENOUGH FOOD, ESPECIALLY AT CE-T.',I:: TIMES OF THE YEAR, AND LACK OF THE
 

RIGHT NUTRITION CONTENT, ES2"ECI1,.LLY 
 ',fONG GROUPS NEEDING PAPTICUL,.RLY
 

ENRICHED DIETS. THIS LAST GROUP I::JLU0ES SMALL GROWING CHILoREN AmlcN
 

PREGNANT 
AND NURS ING -OTHERC , IT:TION IS RECOGNIZED AS ESPECI ALLY
 

CRITICAL AT THI. TIME OF WE,',N C ,;:' 
 ONE OF THE MAJOR CAUSES (rF .GEATHS
 

IN THIS AGE GROUP. IT I S OHLY ECESSRY TO SEE THAT 7m. OF THE "OLT, lC
 

DEATHS EACH YEAR ARE I1N THE AGE 0::Ol;P UNDER FI VE YEARS TO 
'EA IZE .*.,T
 

A SERIOUS PROBLEM 
THI S IS. THE \lI:E,! FELT THAT THERE SHOULD RE A N,T I ))'AL 

EFFORT TO ELIMINATE FAMII'E IU 1 ;OVE, IU P NUTRITION. FIRSTI FEPTILE L'%r" 

(OULD BE USED MORE INTENSELY, fR3...S COULD CONCENTRATE ON FOOD INSTE,7) 
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ITEN COULD BE CONTROLLED WHEN THEY 

OF CASH CROPS, PRICES OF FOOD GOT
 

TO STORE GRAIN FOR TIMES
HIGH AND VILLAGES SHOULD CE E;!CCURAGED
TOO 


BE ESTABLISHED"UT.'ITION CENTER SHOULD
OF SCARCITY. SECOND, A NATIONAL 

COULD DONE. 
WHERE TESTING OF FOODS, ESPECIALLY WEANING FOODS BE THE
 

SUCH AS THE "1TOMATO POWDER". WHICHIII,,rKET)CONTENT OF ITEMS SOLD IN THE 

TESTED AND CONTROLLED WHEN
IN REALITY CONTAINS NO TOMATOI C)ULD 3_E 

OF THE EFFECTS OF nOTTLE
NtCESSARY. A NATI ONAL C AMPAI G( I :FOIZ; ING WOMEN 

BE MOUNTED AS
AND OF GOOD NUTRITION SHOULD

FEEDING, OF FOOD TABOOS, 


SOON AS POSSIBLE.
 

4) PREVENTIVE MEDIC INHE: , r1EVELfTIVE MEDICI NE IS A VERY IMPORTANT, 

I S THE ASPECT OF HEALTH THE rI"INISTRY 
ASPECT OF ANY MEDICAL PROGRA . THI S 

OF HEALTH i AS DECIDED TO STRESS. THIS INCLUDES PLANS FOR SAFER WATER 

,',.L I AND MORE PROGRAMS FOR MATERNAL
SOURCESI TREATMENT OF SEWAGE D I S 

SUGGESTED
 
AND INFANT CARE ESPECIALLY 

2 EL,',TING TO NUTRITION. THE WOMEN 


CAUSE OF ADULT DEATHS, L;,WS

THAT SINCE ACCIDENTS ARE THE NU:'," E. ON E 


tS FIRST AID EDUCAT I ON- '!OMEN
 
FOR SAFETY SHOULD DE STRESSED S'CULD 


VILLAGE WORKERS CITE THE NEED FCON VACCINATION AND HEALTH CAROS,
 

FOR CH ILDREN, FOR ANY EFFECTIVE PREVENTIVE MEDICINE PROGfIM.,,

ESPECIALLY 


THE VOMEN MADE THE FOLLOWI.G ,lPECIFIC RECOMMENDATIONS >ONCERNING, 


HEALTH :
 

1) THE ENTI RE HEALTH ST2.UCTU:-E SHOULD BE REORGAN IZ ED AND ADAPTED 

IS NEEDED SO ,-EALTH
NEEDS ', ;'IE I FRASTRUCTURETO THE LOCAL 

SERVICES CAN REACH EVIURYONE: AND IT SHOULD BE 3ASED ON A LESS 

EXPENSIVE S'YSTEM WITH :iO"E COMMUNITY CONTROL. 

THE -OPULATION2) THERE SHOULD BE A NATIOR.L CAMPAIGN TO INFORM 

IN DECISIONSON HEALTH MATTERS J*40 ECU."LE SHOULD TAKE PART 

MAKING THAT C: '!HEALTHAFFECTS T:IEI 

COST OF DEr, ; EDICINES AND MEDICAL SERVICESD)BECAUSE OF THE 

T;-iE,'ETO THE MAJORITY OF PEOPLE, 

1,!TI D;'AL EFFORT TO USE TRADITICNAL MEDII;:E 

AND THEIR LACK OF AV,IL,".ILITY 

SHOULD DE A SERIOUS 


VES, AS PART OF A CO,"'P7EHE'J-AND TRADI TI ONAL HEALE;.RS ,',;ID HI -WI 


SIVE COMMUNITY HEALTH P'CCRM *
 

4) THE MINISTRY OF HEALTI! A:.:2;LD NOT REQUIRE PRIVATE DRUGGISTS TO 

SYSTEM- IF THE PRO-GSEDTHEIR MEDICINES FO ' 'N 1ATIONALIZED 

SERVICES, PRIVATE 

BUY 

SYSTEM SUCCESSFULLY SU-'-LIE) GOVERNMENT 


DRUGGISTS SHOULD 0C %LL,'!ED TO ALSO USE IT­

http:HEALE;.RS


5) THERE SHOULD GE A NATII;AL CAMPAIGN TO DO AWAY WITH FAMINE 

AND HUNGER AND FIG"T TH!(C 'ICING COST OF 0 ASIC 1ICT ARY 
ESSENTIALS. 
 SSERN THOSE PLANNING AGRICULTURAL 

PROGRAMS WH IC H SHOULD STRESS GROWING THE MOST PRtOMISING CROPS A 
IN EACH LOCAL, EMERGENCY PRICE CONTROL, AND A NATIONAL PFfrt4A A 

FOR GOOD NUTRITION.
 

L A W $1 

IN SO FAR AS T i, DI TI ONAL "LEGAL if RULES AND PROBLEMS CAN OE 

SEPARATED 
FROM OTHER ASPECTS OF T,'ADITIONAL 
VILLAGE LIFEtTHEY WERE
 
TAUGHT, SUPPORTED, AND AP"LI ED C'.' THE COMMUNITY AND THE RULES THESELVES 
HELPED ASSURE COMMUNITY COHESIOI s 
-'CAUSE THE COMMUNITY WAS CONCERNED
 

WITH 
THE RESULTS OF INFRACTIOI1S 
OF THE 
RULES THEY APPLIED SOCIAL
 
PRESSURE TO 
POTENTIAL RULE-0flEAIE':S, HELPED THOSE FOR WHOM THEY FELT
 

REFORM WAS POSSIDLE, 
AND WHEN II:F:ACTIONS 
WERE TOO GREAT, APPLIEDj
 

SANCTIONS TO RE-ESTA3LISH A HARN.OlI1CUS SOCIAL AND SPIRITUAL nAL,NC , NOONE WOULD SUGGEST THAT USING THIS SYSTEM FITS THE NEEDS OF THE C,'.'mNq I I 
LIFE STYLE IN UPPER VOLTA. IN F.'CT IOrMEN POINT ' 'OUT THAT UPPER V'L i Is
 
THE ONLY WEST AFRICAN COUNTRY WITH 
fO FAMILY CODE. THIS LACK 
-F CODI'F 'iD 
LAWS GOVERNIN*G MARRIAGE, DIVOI:CE ANtD FAMILY RELATIONSHIP 
TENDS TO
 
INCREASE THE INSTADILITY OF THE F'MILY AND IS USUALLY CONTRARY T4 WOME.N'S 
INTERESTS. HOWEVER, THERE IS STILL 
STRENGTH IN COMMUNITY TRAINING 
AND
 
SOCIAL PRESSURE 
FOR PREVENTING 
 !F8,ACTIONS AS 
WELL AS REFORMING LA';:
 

BREAKERS.
 

THE CURRENT SYSTEM 
DASED 0;1 THE FRENCH MODEL COURTS EXISTING IN 
TANDEM 
WITH CUSTOMARY OR TRADITIC',',.L COURTS, MAKES 
FOR CONFUSION AN-r 
INCONSISTENCY WITH 
BOTH SYSTEMS -EIN:G POORLY ADAPTED TO THE 
REALITIES
 

OF PRESENT DAY 
UPPER VOLTA. THc :ODErrt, SYSTEM ALLOWS 
WOMEN TO TESTIFY
FOR THEMSELVES (IF THEY UNDERSTn.;JD THE PROCEDUPE AND ARE INDEED ArLE TO 

REPIRESENT THEMSELVES), DUT ITS ,',,-'LJCAT.ION OF SANCTIONS FOR SUCH THINGSAS ADULTERY OR' ABANDONMENT OF Dn(H'II..LE OFTEN 
GIVES 
HEAVY PUNISHMENTS Tl-

WOMEN WHILE 
THE MEN INVOLVED 
GC FREE. ILL THESE MATTERS NEED TO DE 
EXAMINED IN LIGHT .OF THE CUI'"EINT SITU',TION. 



THE MINISTRY OF JUSTICE IS Ii THE PROCESS OF ORIANIZING A REFORM 

OF THE LEGAL SYSTEM. THOUGH THIS PRO'OSED NEW CODE HAS NOT BEEN 

RELEASED PUDLICALLY, THE MINIST' Y OF JUSTICE HAS ASKED THE FEDERATION j 
OF VOL'TAIC WOMEN TO REVIEW THE SECTION ON FAMILY LAW AND COMMENT UPON 

IT. WOMEN WHO HAVE BEEN WORKIING ( TIi!S BELIEVE IF IT IS ADOPTED IT 

WILL LEAD TO A MORE STABLE FAIILY LIFE BY, FOR INSTANCE, MAKING 0IVC"r:CE 

HARDER TO OD'TAIN THAN MARRIAGE. THry FEEL ON THE WHOLE IT REFLECTS AH" 

EQUALITY OF TREATMENT FOR WOMEN IOT FOUND IN TRADITIONAL PRACTICES. 

HOWEVER, THEY POINT OUT THA.T THERE ARE SOME NEW SITUATIONS WHICH 

WOMEN SHOULD CAREFULLY C.O"NSIDER AS THEiE ARE NO GUIDELINES OFFERED DY 

THE TRADITIONAL OR CURRENT C')LIIT -Fr.,',CTICES. FOR INSTANCE THERE IS THE 

NEW SITUATION OF WIDOWS. TF:,DITIO::,',LLY THERE REALLY WERE NO WIDOWS. THIS 

MAY SEEM LIKE AN OVER-STATEIIENTI, UT A WOMAN WHOSE HUSOAND DIED WAS 

TAKEN AS PART OF THE GOODS LEFT TO HIS FAMILY AND SHE WAS USUALLY 

RE-MARRIED TO A BROTHER OR COUSIN. DESIGNATED BY THE FAMILY HEAD. HER ; 

CHILDREN WERE EITHER KEPT WITH HEII Oi: SENT TO LIVE WITH OTHER RELATIVES. 

A WOMAN DID NOT INHERIT FROMi ;:EI !IU UAND, BUT HER HUSBAND'S FAMILY 

CONTINUED TO PROVIDE THE HUS'A-rI.. K :'OLE IN SUPPORT OF THE WIFE AND 

CHILDREN. CHANGING TIMES HAVE C;:EATED TI.IF CONCEPT OF WIDOWHOO'. IT IS 

NOT JUST THAT SOME WOMEN ARE rEFUCII:C TO DE SEPARATED FROM THEIR 

CHILDREN OR MARRY A RELATIVE 017 7:EIiN DEAD HUSBAND CHOSEN ;Y THE CHIEF 

OF THE FAMILY. THIS CANl HAPPENI. ,',UT SINCE THE DROUGHT MANY M1 EN ; N APURAL 

AREAS ARE HESITATING TO TAKE ON E;:T, FAMILY MEMBERS IF THERE IS LIIT ) 

LAND, IF THE WOMAN IS OLDENI 0.", IF 311C HAS MANY CHILDREN. IN ur,.3 N 

CENTERS WITH THE RI SING COST OF LI GI1G, MEN WHO MIGHT BE WILLING T" .L 

FIND THEY ARE UNABLE TO SUPPO2T 'A! EXTRA WIFE WITH HER CHILiDREN :.ND ALSO 

TAKE PROPER CARE OF THEIF! OwN, YCJUI1G HEALTHY, 'STRONG WOMAN CF CHIL-

BlEARING AGE WHO HAS FEW OR NO CI; ILr,)rtl MAY EASILY FIND A HUSOA. , BUT 
HOW MANY WOMEN ARE WIDOWED UNDE:. THOSE CONDITIONS ? WIDOWS SHOULD ,.,VF . " 
SOCIAL CONSIDERATION AND SECUIITY 'UT THEY ARE GENERALLY MORALLY 

ISOLATED AND MATEPI ALLY DEPRIVED. .'.HE.", THEY JOIN TOGETHER, AS SEVEFAL 

HUNDRED HAVE DONE IN A l S ACkCIATIO.;, TO FORM COOPEP.T IVES AND' 

IMPROVE THEIR SITUATION, THEY COI.-7LAII: THAT. THEY MUST FIGHT INDIFVERENCE 

AND ACTUAL OPPOSITION. THEY FEEL T'IS IS DUE TO THE ANCIENT BELIEF THAT 

WIDOWS ARE WITCHES WHO hAY HAVE 7, E.; IIESPONSIDLE FOR THEIR 14US3AND 1S 

DEATH. MARRIED WOMEN REFUSE TO, FOGUS ON THEIR OWN POTENTIl'.L FCCR BECMI,"G 



_.	WIoOWS, AND MEN D NOT WANT TC -1_"CUSS THESE PROBLEMS. .-VEN UNDE. THE
 

PROPOSED NEW CODE A WIDOW WI LL C;;,.,LY IOT INHERIT FROM HER HUSBAND,
 

* THOUGH HER CHILDREN PROBALY %ILLo i'EXT IN LINE TO INHERIT AFTER THF
 

CHIL DREN ARE A MAN'S PARENTS Cfl THEIfR DESCENDlANTS, FOLLOWED nY HIS
 

GRANDPARENTS AND T14EI R DESCENOW,'oITS 1 FOLLOWED D Y HIS GREAT GRANDPA\. ENT 8 

AND TH EIR DESCENDANTS. ONLY IF IGcIIE OF THESE RELATIVES IS ALIVE IS THE: 

WIFE ABLE TO INHERIT. WHEN RfELATIVES TOOK, CHARGE OF THE SUPPORT OF THr' 

WIFE AND RAISED HER CHILDREN, T!:IS TYPE OF INHERITANCE PATTERN MIGHT 

HAVE BEEN REASONABLE. BUT IF TI-E \JOtI';AN IS TO SUPPORT HERSELF AND HER
 

CHILDREN, A NEW PATTERN OF I NHEnITAINCE IS REQUIRED. WOMEN COMPLAIN
 

THAT FREQUENTLY OTHER RELATIVE- WHO INHERIT DO NOT USE THESE RESOURCES
 

FOR THE CHILDREN. THEREFORE THE ZfILVPEN SHOULD BE LEFT TO THE MOTHER
 

AND THE INHERITANCE SHOULD i E UCErf ESPECIALLY FOR THE CHILrREN'S NEEDS. 

OREOVERI IT NOT 3ZE!.TI NIG LAWS UNDERST'.,DII S XE.LY JUST BUT 	 NG 

AND APPLYING THEM THAT IS NECIrf'lY. R DUR-ING INTERVIEWS WITH JUDGES " 

JUSTICES OE PEACE, AND OTHER CNIP-.:TZ IT WAS FREQUENTLY POINTED OUT 

THAT MANY OF THE PROBLEMS WOMEN "-.,VF WITH THE LAW WOULD BE LESSENED 

IF GIRLS AND WOMEN UNDERSTOOD THE ;.IGHTS THEY ALREADY HAVE AND HAD
 

SOME WAY TO DEFEND THEM- COMPUL-ORY IA.:P AGE AND EXAGER;TEO .'OIEP I ES 

STILL EXIST IN CERTAIN AREAS T!'UGHI BOTH ARE AGAINST THE LA"'. S t'lE 

WOMAN EXPERT SAID, "WE EXPOUND LOT A-OUT CHANGING THE L.WS, UT W-F. 

WE GO TO APPLY WHAT WE HAVE WE cIFTEi: FIND OURSELVES RETURNING TO
 

CUSTOMARY PATTERNS WHICH UNDE-'*Z IM'El, CONDITIONS ALWAYS GIVE THE 

SEIVE 	 COUFTS
ADVANTAGE TO THE MEN." WOMEI DO f!T 	 IN THE CUSTOMARY 

AND WOMEN SUGGESTED THIS SHOUL), - CHANGED THE NEW CODE WILL. HAVE TC 

BE UNDERSTOOD AT THE COMMUIITY LEVEL AND SINCE WOMEN HAVE THE MOST TO 

GAIN THEY WILL HAVE TO MAKE A SPECIAL EFFORT TO UNDERSTAND THEIR NE,.; 

RIGHTS AND ODLIGATIONS, 

ANOTHER PRO'ILEM IN A)(OI'TI:G T4E NEW CODE WILL BE PERSONNEL. Tis 

CODE WILL 00 AWAY WITH TRADITI:J',.L CrIURTS PLACING MANY MORE CASES UNCEIN 

THE MODERN COURT SYSTEM. THE P;-.SEfiT COURT SYSTEM IS OVEr-LOADED AND 

THERE ARE LONG DELAYS IN4 HEAo-ING C.,ASES& THE WOMEN DISCUSSED THE 

POSSIOILITY OF DEVELOPING PAI'A-LEGA'L ")ERSON~NEL AT THE vq.LLAGE LEVEL 

TO SETTLE SIMPLE DISPUT-ES AND T'.,.VFLI NG JUDICIAL ASSIST.NTS H.EARING 

:MORE COMPL ICATED DISPUTES AT r:EGL.LAn' INT ERVALS AND SENDNING DI FICULT 



., 	 . :'. "IM .
 

DECISIONS AND APPEALS TO DISTICT C'lLlTS* THEY FEEL WOMEN SHOULD
 

PARTICIPATE AS PARA-LEGAL AND LEGAL PERSONNEL AT ALL LEVELS-
 .......
 

LAWS REFLECT 
NOT ONLY EXISTING PATTERNS OF LIFE OUT IDEALS OR
 

GOALS THAT SOCIETY HAS FOR ITSELFt ANJD THE DIRECTION IT WOULD LIKE,
 

TO GO. THE VOLTAIC WOMEN AnE DETE;'IHINEDI THEREFORE, TO HELP FORMULATE
 

'THESE. 
THEY HAVE MADE THE FOLLOWIIG RECOMMENDATIONS:
 

1) BEFORE THE GOVERNMENT ADOPTS THE NEW CODE THE FEDERATION WILL
 

STUDY ALL ASPECTS AND IlAIKE APPROPRIATE SUGGESTIONS FOR
 

ALTERATIONS. THE GOVE:;NME;:T SHOULD 
USE THE FEDERATION FOP RE-


WRITING THE CODE, FOr, HELPING INFORM VILLAGERS ADOUT THE NEW
 

CODEI AND FOR HELPING %LTEN IT IF THIS SHOULD PROVE 
NECESSARY
 

OR DESIRABLE.
 

2) 	 UNTIL THE NEW CODE IS ',DOPTED WOMEN SHOULD BE ASKED TO PARTI-I-,
 

PATE IN THE CUSTOMARY COUTS 

3) WHEN THE NEW CODE IS ADOPTED, LOCAL COMMITTEES WITH DOTH MEN' 

AND WOMEN MEMOERS SHOULD AID IN A NATION-WIDE INFORMATION 

CAMPAIGN TO EXPLAIN T4E NEW CODE TO VILLAGERS. THEY COULD FORM
 

THE CASE OF PARA-LE'GAL TEAMS THAT COULD ALSO CERTAIN
HEAR TYPES 

OF SIMPLE CASES AND COULD DE A PERMANENT PART OF THE LEGAL 

STRUCTURE. MORE COMPLICATED CASES WOULD BE HANDLED DY MORE 

HIGHLY TRAINED PERSOI EL AID CIRCUIT JUDGES 
OR JUDICIAL
 

ASSISTANTS WOULD VISIT TPE VILLAGES TO BE SURE THE SYSTEM WAS.
 

WORKING. THESE PARA-LEGAL TEAMS SHOULD HAVE REFPESHER COURSES
 

PERI O ICALL Y
 

THE WOMEN ALSO SUGGESTED -EVE,'AL SPECIFIC LAWS THEY WOULD LIKE
 

TO 	SEE ADOPTED:
 

4) WHEN THE FATHER DIES TIH H OTHER SHOULD AUTOMAT ICA.LLY GET CU #TuDY 

OF THE CHILD UNLESS THE'EZ A:E SPECIFIC PROBLEMS. SHE SHOULD
 

ALSO INHERIT THE MOHFY FO, THE USE OF THE CHILD.
 

5) 	 WHEN AN EMPLOYED MOTHER DIES, HER PENSION SHOULD BE GIVEN 

AUTOMATICALLY TO HEIR HUS,5AND FOR THE BENEFIT OF THEIR CHILDREN :
 

ESPECIALLY YOUNG CILD E'. 
 j ). 
6) 	THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD AID THE WIDOW'S ASSOCIATION IN THEIR
 

EFFORTS TO COOPEjIATI V,. AS ONES THEYYHAVE ,HE
FORM SUCH 	 ALREDY
 

BEGUN IN MAKING PEANUT OIL ,tD-PREPARED FOODS.
 

)THEGOVERNMENT SHOULD :A1E ASPEC IAL EFFORT TO SEE THAT NEEDY
 

ORPHANS HAVE EVERY POSSI OLE CH ANCE TO GO TO SCHOOL. 



SOCIAL SERVICES
 

TWO ACTIVITIES ARE GENERALLY I!lCLUDI:O IN THE "SOCIAL
TERM 

SERVICES": 1) AID FOR ECONOMICALLY, SOCIALLY I OR PHYSICALLY OISADVANTA. 

GED; AND 2) AID FOR COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. TRADITIONALLY THERE WAS NO 

SPECIAL ORGANIZATION OR PROGRtM FOR SUCH :;ERVICES AS THEY WERE BUILT
 

INTO THE COMMUNITY STRUCTURE. THE CUSTOMARY FAMILY OR COMMUNITY MUTUAL.
 

AID AND RECIPROCITY BENEFITTE. T::OSE TEMP3RARILY OR PERMANENTLY
 

DISADVANTAGED. TRADITIONALLY SANCTIONED P)LITICAL 
ANO RELIGIOUS
 

AUTHORITIES ORGANIZED COMMUNITY PAF,TICIPArION 
IN FESTIVALS, MAR(E4T"
 

BUILDING CR OTHER COMMUNITY PiROJECTS.
1
 

ALTHOUGH VILLAGE ORGANIZATIONi STI.L EXISTS AND RUFAL AND URBAN
 

MUTUAL AID GROUPS STILL FUNCTIOt!, THESE STRUCTURES ARE vOT AS EFrECT4 VE
 

AS THEY ONCE WERE. FIRST URFAtJNIZATIOtN, MODERNIZATION, CASH CROPP.,"NG 

AND MOBILITY HAVE ALL DIMINISHED THE INFLUENCE AND CONTEOL OF 
THE
 

EXTENDED FAMILY AND THE COMt!UNITY, LEAVING THE DISADVANTAGED WITHOUT
 

THEIR TRADITIONAL SUPPORT. JECOt!Dl 
tODERN FARMING AND MIRKETING METH-ODS
 

HAVE DIMINISHED THE EFFECTIVENESS (F TRADITIONAL LEAOER! HIP WHI CH CANNOT
 

PROVIDE THE NEW TYPES OF ECUCAT.ONT EQUIPMENTl RESOURCES AND INFRA-


STRUCTURE 
FIEQUIRED BY AN ACTIVI. :;,:TE, COMMUNITY.
 

THE VOLTAIC GOVERNMENT HAS F.STABI.ISHED A NUMBER O1' AGENCIES TO
 

DEAL WITH ASPECTS OF THIS NEW SITLITION. TWO OF THESE AHE IOENTIFIE)
 

AS SOCIAL SERVICE: THE DIVISI 0! OF SO IAL AFFAIR, IN THE MINIST 
Y lF
 

HEALTH, AND THE DIVISION OF RUPAL G:IcESTIC ECONOMY IN THE MINISTRY OF
 

RURAL DEVEI.OPMENT.
 

THE DESCRIPTION OF 
THESE PPOCR,*RA S SIOW VAGUE, ALL-ENCOMPASSING
 

GOALS WITH NO CLEAR DIVISION OF PEPONSI ILITY BETWEEN 'tHESE AND OTHER
 

SERVICES. BOTH HAVE RESPONSIBILITY FOP TRAINING EXTENSION WORKERS,
 

EDUCATING WOMEN IN ECONOMICS1 NUT"ITION, SANITATION AND HOMEMAKING SKILLS,
 

AND IN DOING RESEARCH AND COM Ut!ITY DEVELOPMENT.
 

THE DIVISION OF SOCIAL AFFAIP ! 
IS, HOWEVER, DESCRIBED IN EVEN
 

BROADER TERMS. 
I T I S ALSO TO WORK IN URBAN AREAS, WITH SOC IAL LEGISLATICNt 

WITH ALL NATIONAL PROGRAMS WHICH DEAL WITH IMPROVEMENT IN "SOCIAL
 

CONDITIONS" QUALITY OF LIEti Cf: 
 'INCREASED LIFE EXPECTNCY : IT IS 
 TO
 

HELP PROTECT THE FAMILY, THE k.OtiAtl, Ti;E CHILD, THE AGED, AND THE
 

HANDICAPED. WITH SUCH AN IMPRESSIIIE tMANDATE ONE WOULD EXPECT I T TO 1-AVE
 



GREAT POWER AND FINANCIAL SUPPORT. IN PRACTICE, WOMEN STATE IT IS
 

LOOKED UPON AS A WOMAN' S DIVISION AND HAS A VERY SMALL nUDGET. MOST
 

OF ITS PROGRAMS ARE LIMITED TO URBAN 
SOCIAL CENTERS TEACHING HANDI-


CRAFTS, TO CHILD AND MATERNAL HE,',LTII AND NUTRITION CENTERS, AND TO A
 

FEW PILOT PROJECTS.
 

THE RURAL DOMESTIC ECO.Oi:l C DIVISION 
ORGANIZES WOMEN IN RURAL
 

AREAS, AND WHILE 
IT ALSO HAS HONrIAKING EDUCATION PROGRAMS, IT IS MORE
 

DIRECTED TOWARD AGRICULTUR;,L PROJECTS A',ND WOMEN'S 
COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES.
 

FOR EXAMPLE, IT MANAGES 
A PILOT PROJECT ESTABLISHING A REVOLVING LOAN
 

FUND FOR VIABLE ECONOMIC PROJECTS 
;OHEN CONCEIVE AND ORGANIZE. THIS
 

PROJECT WAS DESIGNED TO 
SEE \WHETHER MAKING AVAILABLE LOW INTEREST
 

CREDIT, NOT PREVIOUSLY AVAILADLE 
TO WOMEN, WOULD MOTIVATE THEM TO
 

UNDERTAKE 
NEW ECONOMIC %CTIVITIES.
 

THE BASIC CRITICISM OF MOST SOCIAL 
PROGRAMS APPEARS BE
TO WITH
 

THE PHILOSOPHY OF TRAININr, WOMEN 
IN HOMEMAKING SKILLS WHILE TEACHING
 

NE w ECONOMIC SKILLS 
ONLY TO MEN. IHIS SUPPORTS THE PURELY WESTERN IDEA
 

THAT THE ROLE 
OF THE WOMAN STOPS WITH MAINTENANCE OF' THE HOUSEHOLD
 

AND THE MEMOERS OF THE FAMILY- It,!OTHER WORDS, THE 
STATUS OF THE RUR,.L
 

AFRICAN WOMAN 
AS AN ESSENTI '.L PI'.T OF A HARMONIOUS ECONOMIC I OC I,'L
 

AND POLITICAL UNIT BECOMES 
TF.,'AJFORMED INTO THE STATUS 
OF WI FE-SERv ANT
 

IN THE SERVICE OF THE FAMILY.
 

IANY OF THESE PROG RAMS ',RE ALSO POORLY ADAPTED TO THE PEAt. o'EEgS 

AND POSSiOILITIES OF LOCAL WOr-MEN IT IS VAIN TO TRY TO CONVINCE t. WOM2"i:
 

TO ADOPT NEW WESTERN PRINCIPLES OF 
SANITATION, NUTRITION AND HEA;.LTH
 

WHEN SHE MUST 
.ALK 20 KM A DAY FOi wATER, HAS AN EMPTY GRAINERY, ;,ND
 

HAS LITTLE OR NO l-CCESS TO A CLINIC 
OR MEDICINES. THERE IS NO DOUBT
 

THAT HEALTH, SANI IATION 
AND NUTRITIION EDUCATION ARE 
IMPQFTANT, 9UT THEY
 

SHOULD BE SEEN 
WITHIN THE TOTAL VILLAGE CONTEXT, BE INTFRODUCED WHEN TI4ERE
 

-4IS THE POSSI3ILITY OF APPLYING 
TIEI-I, "IND NEVER BE A SUBSTITUTE FOR
 

TEACHING NEEDED ECONOMIC SKILLS.
 

WHEN THE'E SERVICES IMTRODUCL WOMEN'S PROGRAMS FOR INCREASING
 

AGRI CULTURAL SKI LLS) THE EXTE(iSI AGENTS
%:. SAY THEY Ai-E FREQUEtNTLY GI VEHl 

L I'TLE SUPPORT FROM THE GOVERNIMENT, FROM NON-GOVERNM'ENTAL ORGAN I ZATI O,')S 

AND SOMETIMES EVEN FROM VILLAGE L ,',>DEDS. THEY CITE AS TYPICAL 
A -.
SE
 

WHERE WOMEN WERE GIVEN A 
FIELD UT THEY
AFTER IMPROVED ITT A LESS
 

VALUABLE PI ECE 
OF LAND WAS SUGSTITUTED THE FOLLOWING 
YEAR. ,"'OMEN
 



THEIR HUSBANDS
lflISSICN FROM
HAVE TROUBLE GETTING PE 
TO
 

FAMILY OBLIGATIONS
 

SOMETIMES 


Or TIME AWAY FROM

IN THESE PROJECTS
PARTICIPATE 


TO TAKE ON 
THESE ACTIVITI E3*
 

IN LIGHT
TO BE EVALUATED
IN UPPER 'JOLTA NEED
SOCIAL SERVICES 


THE CCMMUNIT\' 
WOMEN 

Of THE REAL NEEDS OF 	THE DISADVA,"TGED AND 

FELT
 

THEIR PLACE WITHIN 
SUCH A SERVICE AND EXAMINE
 
THEY SHOULU IDENTIFY 


FROM OTHER
3E HANDLED SEPARATELY

OF THEIR NEEDS MUST


WHICH, IF ANY$ 


SERVICES-
COMMUNITY 


THAT CONCERNED SOCIAL
THE WC*MEN M ADE 


SHOULD BE RE-EXAA'INED 


THE ONLY RECOMMENDATION 


AND RE-

ENTIRE STRUCTURE
WAS THAT THE 


!N HELPING THE
 
SERVICES 


GIVEN' :E,'.LISTIC GOALS

THAT IT SHOULD GE
ORGANIZED, 


AND
IN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT,
Pl:OGA:,',HS
AND COORDINATING
DISADVANTAGED 


SUPPORT IECES2ARY TO REACH THESE GOALS-

IT SHOULD BE GIVEN THE 


E C 0 N 0 Il I C S E C T O R
 

TRAD ITI OrIAL SYST -M
 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITYs
WAS BASED Oi

THE TRADITIONAL ECONOI'.IC OYSTE 


WERE CAREFULLY PRESCRICED :2ECIP7IOCAL WORKING ARRANGEMENTS AND
 
THERE 


ASSURED PROTECTION 
TO
THE COMMUNITY

AID PATTERNS THROUGH WHICH 


UNIT, ESPECIALLY THI DISADVANTAGED. GfRLS LEARNEr' ALL
 

MUTUAL 


THE INDIVIDUAL 


MErJ WOMCN
THEIR FAM'ILI S.ND DID 1HE BOYS.

NEEDED SKILLS FROM 


USUALLY DID SEPARATE THOUGH C OMPLEIIErtT,'.RY TASKS, BUT WHEN THEY
 

OF EOUAL WOFTH.

THEI r, L .O: u!I.S CONSIDERED
THE SAME WORK
PERFORMED 


A VALUED, D I STIN"CT,
G P 'OMEN PLAYED
IN MOST VOLTAIC ETHR!IC 

OF L IF f-. FnR I t,,ST*.NCE,
PART IN GAItIJ 'G T'iE ESSEN" IALS 

ILY MEM ERS TO wCRK IN THE FAMILY 

AND INDI SPENSABLE 


IT IS COMMON FOR MOST AULE SO;, IED F' 


THE HEA'.%,D OF T':E HOUSEHOLD 
SUPPL I ES THE FAmlLY
 
FIELD. FROM THIS FIELD 


OWN NEEDS. THE WOMEN ALSO 

GRAIN AND ANY SURPLUS HE SELLS FOR iI S 	 HAVE
 

SAUCES
IN4 WHICH SHE GROWS VEGETABLES AND HERDS FOR THE 

A PERSONAL 'F IELD 


COTTON TO PROCESS
AND SO2!ETIES PEANUTS AND
THAT ACCOMPANY EACH MEAL 


http:OMPLEIIErtT,'.RY
http:ECONOI'.IC


... :
. . .... 
 ...... . . ...
 

-22-


AND SELL. ANY PRAFIT FROM SUrPLUS ITEMS SHE GROWS OR MAKES IS HER OWN. 
FROM- TH I-S -SHE IVSEXPECTED TO _SUPPLY _'SALT 06R OTH E..R INE ED0ED T1-E-M-S..F0R 
SAUCES, HOUSEHOLD ITEMS, SCHOOL EXPENSES, CLOTHING AND 
MEDICAL
 
REQUIREMENTS 
 1
FOR HERSELF AND , I0, CHILDREN AS WELL AS 
HER TO ILETRI ES
 
AND PERSONAL NEEDS. 
SHE TRIES ALSO TO HAVE SOME 
SAVINGS IN CASH 
AND
 
IN 
KIND FOR EMERGENCIES AND FOR 
SOCIAL ODLIGATIONS 
(MARRI/AGES, FUNERALS,
 

FESTIVALS AND f3APTISMS).
 

IN ETHNIC AREAS 
WHERE THE 
,,1011'11 TRADITIONALLY 
HAS NO FIELD SHE
 
HAS ANOTHER 
SOURCE OF PERSONAL IlNCOMIE. FOR INSTANCE, THE PEUL WOMEN
 
SELL MILK AND 
OUTTER; THE LOB! 
\JNEN ARE GIVEN 
GRAIN FOR THEIR 
SERVICES
 
IN HELPING 
THE MEN PLANTS, SINCE INI THAT 
GROUP ONLY WOMEN 
MAY SEED
 

THE FIELDS.
 

MOST WOMEN 
IN THE TR'DITIO::AL 
MILIEU HAVE 
SOME CRAFT (POTTERYI
 

BASKETRY, SPINNING OF 
COTTON, 
CLOTH DYEING, 
ETC.) OR PROCESSED ITEM
 
(SMALL CAKES OR OTHER 
PREPARED FOOD 
ITEMS, DOLO OR MILLET DEER, PEANUT
 

OIL, KARITE BUTTER, COW' S 
OLU TER, SOAP, ETC.) THAT SHE TRADES OR SELLS-
SHE MA'r ALSO MAKE A PROFIT FROMI HE, LABOR SUCH AS CARRYING WATER,
 
COLLECTING LEAVES FOR SAUCES 
OR MEDICINES9 OR COLLECTING AND 
CARP YIN, 
FIREWOOD. THE TRADITIONAL SYSTErM 
CONTAINED THE 
FOLLOWING 
POSITIVE
 

REINFORCEMENTS 
FOR WOMEN:
 

1) FAMILY AND COMMUNITY 
CUSTOMS AND PRESSURE HELPED 
PROTECT THE.
 

WORKER AND. THE ECONOIIIC,,LLY DISADVANTAGED 
AND OFFERED MUTUAL
 

AID WHEN NEEDED,
 
2) ADEQUATE TRAINING FOR 
GIRLS FOR 
THEIR ECONOMIC FUTURE,
3) ACCESS TO AVAILA7'LE RES.'URC,:; NEEDED BY WOMEN FOR THEI P WORK)
 
14) A VALUED ECONOMIC 
ROLE '.ITI A CHANCE FOR 
SOME ECONOMIC
 

INDEPENDENCE, 
AND 
5) AN ACCEPTED LIFE STYLE T!-,AT COMPLEMENTED THE WORK ROUTINE. 

THE EVOLVING ECNOiW 
 SITUATIrfN
 

THE VOLTAIC WOMAN IS P.[lT 
OF THE ;URAL POPULATION WHICH 
HAS DEEN
 
INFLUENCED 
DY A DEVELOPMENTAL 
PHILOSOPHY POORLY 
ADAPTED TO ITS 
NEEDS.
 



THE VOLTAI C DEVELOPMENTAL POcir,,,M HAS NOT CHANGED ITS BASIC 

PRINCIPLES SINCE COLONIAL TIME. IT It: ESSENTIALLY BASED ON INCREASED
 

AS COTTON AND
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION, PRINC IPALLY OF CASH CROPS SUCH 

PEANU.TS. THE MEANS OF PRODUCTION (SEEDS, FERTILIZER, PLOWS AND 

INSECTICIDES') WERE PUT AT THE DISPOSITION OF THE MALE FARMER, lUT TO 

OBTAIN THEM, HE WAS FREQUENTLY DRAWN INTO A CIRCLE OF DEBT AND SELDOM 

REALIZED A REAL PROFIT FROM N',IS LADOR. THIS PHILOSOPHY NEGLECTED THE 

FOOD CROPS INDISPENSA3LE TO THE SURVIVAL OF THE POPULATION AND NOT 

UNTIL THE FAMINE OF 1973 DID THE SATISFACTION OF FOOD REOUIREMENTS 

FIGURE IN THE LIST OF GOVERNMENTAL PRIORITY DEVELOPMENT OBJECTIVES. 

FREQUENTLY WOMEN WERE LEFT TO TEND THE MILLET FIELDS WITH 

TRADITIONAL TOOLS, WHILE THE MAN ','!,S OUSY WITH HIS CASH CROP FIELD. 

WHILE MEN WERE OFFERED AGRICULTUl,;L TRiAINING, NEW TOOLS , AND RED;T, 

WOMEN WERE PRESENTED EDUCATION If: :!OUEM',KING SKILLS BASED ON THE NEEDS 

OF WESTERN HOUSEHOLDS 4IIICH THEY FREQUENTLY FOUND OF ONLY PERiFERA!. 

INTEREST WHILE STRUGGLING TO FEED THrIR FAMILIES.
 

WOMEN IN AGRICULTURAL PrODIJCTION TODAY COMPLAIN PRINCIPALLY (-F
 

THREE THINGS WHICH ARE MAKING THEI;: JOD INCREASINGLY DIFFICULT. TiEY 

LACK MEANS OF PRODUCTION$ TIME, AND EDUCATION TO CONTINUE THr'R
 

TRADITIONAL DUAL ROLE PRODUCING FAIIILY GRAIN AND VEGETABLES AID ElRl
 

A SEPARATE INCOME FOR OTHER FAMILY M0ID PERSONAL NEEDS.
 

BASIC TO AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION IS LAND, AND THIS IS B3ECOMING
 

MORE DIFFICULT FOR WOMEN TO ODT,"I.af LAND OWNERSHIP OR CONTROL HAS 

ALWAYS BEENIN THE HANDSIFOR THE !'E'. TRADITIONALLYI EACH YEAR THE WIFE 

REQUESTED A PORTION OF HER NEEDS, /W-ICHTHE MAN RECOGNIZED AS PART OF 

THE NEEDS OF THE FAMILY- ,\S D;7OUGHT CAUSED DESERTIFICATION AND OECPE,,S-


FERTILITY OF LARGE TRACTS OF LAN,) FERTILE iEGIONS ARE IN MuC:4 GPEzTE"I
 

DEMAND. AT THF SAME TIME, NEED F.'. LAND FOR CASH CROPS IS INCRE/.SING,
 

MAN COULD GIVE HIS WIFE-It-,.Y
REDUCING EVEN MORE THE AMOUNT OF LAND THE 


-DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS, SUCH AS RESETTLEMENT COMMUN ITIES, RESERVE N0 LAN "

. FOR THE WOMAN'S USE. A SOCIAL WORKER FROM A GOVERNMENT-RUN RICE PR;O E T 

IN THE VALLEY DU KOU REPORTS THAT THE INCOME TO THE HEAD OF THE F ,1ILY 

IN THAT AREA IS QUITE HIGH. tOWEVER, THE NUTRITION"AL LEVEL M4INT/,INE 

BY THE VITAMIN CONTENT IN THE SAUCE, CLOTHING AND OTHER ITEMS ORDIN'ARI, Y 

SUPPLIED DY THE WIFE ARE AT A LOlEi: LEVEL THAN FOUND IN TRt~ITIONAL 

VILLAGES. IN THIS COMMUNITY THE IF" IIUST WORK ALONG WITH THE HUSOA D 

http:ODT,"I.af
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BUT IT IS CONSIDERED HIS.FIELD 'D TPE PROFITS ARE CONSIDERED' HIS-


FROM HIS FIELD HE PROVIDES THE E,,.PECTED GRAIN FC-. THE FAMILY AND THE
 

SURPLUS HE USES FOR PERSONAL EPIN'SES. THE WIFE HAS NEITHER LAND,. O -

TIME FREE TO INDUL'GE IN IONEY-N.AI 1ING PROJECTS AND HER .TRADIT ONL 

RESPONSIDILITIES ARE NEGLECTED, It SOME COMMUNITIES WHERE THEPE IS
 

NOT ENOUGH LAND FOR WOMAN'S PERS.'.*I"AL FIELDS FEMALE RURAL EXTENSION
 

AGENTS HAVE ATTEMPTED TO ORGAMIIZE CO-OPERATIVE FIELDS FOR WOMEN, , UT
 

FR'-QUENTLY THE MEN DO NOT UIDER;T..!D THIS NEW IDEA AND DO NOT SUPPORT
 

IT'
 

OTHER MEANS OF PRODUCTION INCLUDE NEW TYPES OF SEED, TOOLS, AND
 

AIDS SUCH AS CARTS FOR CARRYING PRODUCE. THESE ARE MADE AVAILA3LE TO
 

MEN DY EXTENSION AGENTS, DY MEN' S CO-OPERATIVES, AND BY CREDIT OFFERED
 

THE MAN FREQUENTLY BASED ON HIS LAMD HOLDINGS. 
WOMEN WHO HAVE NO LARGE 

HOLDINGS OR OTHER COLLATERAL FOR LO,',t.!S AND WHOSE PROGRAMS USUALLY DO 

NOT INCLUDE ORGANIZATION OF CO-OPERATIVES OR ACCESS TO THESE GOVERN-

MENTAL PROGRAMS ARE LEFT 'EHIND.
 

THE SECOND CONCERN, LACK OF EDUCATION, IS AGAIN A PART OF THE
 

PHILOSOPHYTHAT, THOUGH 
WOMEN : 'O-)UCE HALF OF THE COUNTRY'S RICL'LT 1:"
 

PRODUCE, THE MEN ALONE SHOULD !lE GIVEN AGRICULTURAL TRAINING - . ,
 
METHODS AND IN USE OF TECHiN ICAL I*P.'OVEMENTS.
 

WOMEN HAVE ASKED HOW ONE CAN ;AISE PRODUCTION CAPACITY AN:
 

SIMULTANEOUSLY INCREASE nOTH THE F,(-ILY AND THE WOMAN' 
S INOIVt;U,',L
 

INCOME WITHOUT DISTURBING THE F,',:ILY UNIT. SOME 'ANSWERS TO 
THIS
 

QUESTION SUGGESTED BY THE WOMEII ,'IE:
 

1) 	 A CAMPAIGN TO INFOIi1l T:'I- POPULUS AND DEVELOPMENT PR)G ,. 

DESIGNERS OF THE NEED FP; WONMEN TO HAVE A PERSON L INDM. 

BY HAVING FIELDS on cr,,:I, INCOME-PRODUCING ACT IVITI ES, SUCH A 

RAI SING POULTRY OR S;*,'LL *"I;!ALS­

2) IF WOMEN ARE LIMITED Il: THEIR CHANCE TO EARN PPIV,;TE INCO)ME 7-Y
 

THE DEMANDS OF FULL 
TI',C L '.30i IN FAMILY FIEPLDS1 THEY SHOULD
 

BE INCLUDED IN THE DIcTr 
'.;UTION OF THAT FAMILY INCnME T7 vl1ICi: 

THEY HAVE CONTRI 3UTED T",EIR TIME AND LABOR 

3) THERE SHOULD 5E SOME ,','('.C-E-PT TO LEGALIZE WOMENI S AND MEN'S USE 

OF LAND AND MOOERNIZE L lUD OWNERSHIP LAWS THROUGHOUT RURAL AS 

WELL AS URBAN AREAS­

http:IONEY-N.AI
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4) ALL POSSIBLE ATTEMPTS SHOULD PE MADE TO INCLUDE WOMEN'S 

INTERESTS IN ALL DEVELOPIENT PROJECTS AND EDUCATIONAL PROGR,',NS 

WHICH WOULD GIVE HF2 THE OPPORTUNITY TO MAINTAIN HER STATUS
 

AS A CAPABLE AGRICULTU,',L PRODUCER. 

MANUFACTURE, COMIIERC;- AND LABOR 

TRADITIONALLY WOMEN ARE I:1 CO7 ITROL OF PROCESSING AND MANUFACTURING 

MANY PRODUCTS WHICH THEY USE 1:1 THEIN HOIHES. THE SURPLUS THEY TPADE OR
 

SELL, AS MODERN PRODUCTS ARE I ;TIODUCED, THE MARKET FOR HOME-MADE ITEMS 

DIMINISHES. IN MANY CASES, INDUST'I,%LIZAFION CHANGES THE ITEM FROM 

WOMAN' 8 DOMAIN TO THAT OF THE IAN S . :HEi THE DOLO (TRADITIONAL MILLET 

BEER) PARLOR BECOMES A 3AR, \HEN POTTERY PIECES BECOME IMPOPTED TLASTIC 

OR METAL HARDWARE, WHEN TRADITI'1,'L COTTON THREAD IS REPL,'CED ny 

FACTORY MANUFACTURED THREAD, WOIIC_' LOSE CONTROL OF BOTH PRODUCTION AND 

DISTRIOUTION 
OF THESE PRODUCTS. IF \.OMEN WISH TO GUY MODEPN PRODUCTS, 

THIS NEW CEMAND FOR MONEY COMES 'T THE VERY TIME THEIR SOURCE OF MONEY 

FROM TRADITIONAL PRODUCTS IS DECL I N G . 

WOMEN DESPERATELY NEED RELILEF FROM SOME OF THE PHYSICALLY
 

ENERVATING AND TIME-CONSUMING TRADITIONAL TASKS THROUGH ADAPTATION OF 

MODERN TECHNOLOGIES. THEY ALSO NEED CONTROL OVER THE PROFITS MADE FRQO. 

THEIR TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES. WO;'ElI FEEQUENTLY MENTION THAT PROCESSING 

MILLET FLOUR IS THE WORST PART EING A WOMAN.OF IT TAKES 4 TO 0 HOUAS 

TO PREPARE FOOD FOR A HOT MEAL t,'!rj i-OST OF THIS IS THE POUNDING OF 

MILLET. WHEN TECHNICAL HELP IS DEVISED, THE PROCESS USUALLY BECOMES 

THE DOMAIN OF MEN. T.1IS MEANS TH,'T SrMETHING THAT USED To 3E LAOORIOUS 

AND TIME-CONSUMING GUT WHIrH CO".T :'0THING AND SOMETIMES WAS A SOUPCE 

OF INCOME FOR WOMEN, IS T,^,KE' &Vr'k BY ACHINES RUN BY tMEN. ,'OMjEN NOW 

HAVE TO PAY FOR THE SERVICE. WO1.EN .'(E LOOKING FOR TECINOLOGIES TLJAT 

WILL EASE THEIR LABOR OUT WHICH THEY C.N CONTROL IN CO-OPERATIVE C
 

OTHER GROUP FORM OR AS INDIVIDU,',LS. IF THEY CANNOT RETAIN CONTRC.L OF 

PROCESSING AND MANUFACTURINrG, THSY ;:EED ALTERNATIVE MEANS OF INCOME, 

AT LEAST EQUAL TO THE NEW E)NPEfISES PLUS THE AMOUNTS FORMEPLY MADE FROM 

SELLING SURPLUSES.
 



Il ­
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THE MAJOR1f V LT A-IC ARTISAIS ARE WOMEN WHO PLY THEIR CRAFT 

DURING SLACK TIMES IN THE FIELDS- ,SOME WOMEN ARTISANS HAVE SAID THEY
 

FEAR THEIR PRODUCTS MAY LOSE OUT 
TO IiODERN ITEMS. THEY COMPLAIN OF
 

THE LACK OF TRAINING, SELLING OUTLETS, TIME, SUPPLIES, AND BASIC 

MATERIALS. 
THEY REGRET THE ACSEtICE OF CO-OPERATIVE UNITS, AND NEEDED
 

TECHNOLOGICAL 
INFORMATION.
 

THERE IS VERY LITTLE FACTOFY I,,NUFACTURING IN UPPER VOLTA.
 

HISTORICALLY THE FRENCH 
ESTAcLISHED A POLICY 
OF EXPORTING NON-


PROCESSED OR SEMI-PROCESSED ITEIIS AND 
IMPORTING FRENCH MANUFACTURED
 

GOODS. THIS MEANT 
THAT WHEN UPPER VOLTA STARTED INCREASING ITS EX-ORTS, 

IT DID NOT AT THE SAME TIME INCREASE ITS MANUFACTURING CAPABILITIES. 

THE WOMEN POINTED OUT THAT VOLTIC INDUSTRY IS GROWING RAPIDLY AND
 

FREQUENTLY IN DOMAINS FORMERLY 
 CO!:TROLLED BY WOMEN, SUCH AS COTTON 

PROCESSING, THE MAKING OF 
VEGET.3LE OILS, BUTTER AND SOAP. 
WOMEN P.AVE
 

YET TO FIND THEIR PLACE IN MODEI'.1 IrIOUSTRYt BUT THIS MAY SOON BE ONE 

OF THE BEST SOURCES OF NEW INCOME-PRODUCING JOBS AND WOMEN FEAR 

LOSE OUT ON THESE NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
IF THEY DO NOT RECEIVE PROPER
 

TRAINING.
 

WOMEN HAVE TRADITIONALLY DEET! THE DACKBONE OF THE MARK-T 'L .E,
 

AND COMMERCE SEEMS TO DE A WAY OF LIFE FOR 
VOLTAIC WOMEN- HOWEVER, WJErJ 

TRADE INCLUDES FACTORY MANUFACTUfrD OR IMPORTED ITEMS, WOME. ARE 

SELDOM INVOLVED. "ODERN TRADE PEOUIPES 1ODILITY, TRAINING EITHER I,1 

SCHOOLS OR AS APPRENTICES, AND CAPITAL. NIONE 
OF THESE ARE READILY
 

AVAILABLE TO WOMEN. THIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE OF MOBILITY. ISLAM 
OFFEFRED
 

A NETWORK OF CONTACTS OUTSIDE THE LOCAL COMMUNITY THAT WAS THE KEY FI'..
 

MOST YOUNG MEN MOVING BETWEEN CCI-:;U"ITIES TO ESTABLISH THEMSELVES AS
 

TRADERS. ISLAMIC PRECEPTS FORDID WOI.;EN THE 
SAME MOBILITY THAT IT M4,DE
 

AVAILABLE TO MEN. 
ANOTHER LItilTiI:G FACTOR IS TRANSPORTATION. WHE: 1MALE
 

MERCHANTS ARE ASKED WHAT IS THE 
:103T IMPORTANT THING THEY NEED FOR 
ENTERING COMMERCE, THEY FRFQUEi:TLY ,'NSl,'ER "STRENGTH, ONE CAN H,,CY r,,,'.. 
TO APPRECIATE THAT WHEN ONE O0SERI'VI:s THEM RIDE BICYCLES MILE AFTER ;'ILE 

IN THE HOT SUN TO rUY A FEW SUPPLIES FOR TRADE. EVEN IF WOMEN HAD 
TIE
 
TIME AWAY FROM FAMILY 
 DUTIES, PC,'N I"'SION TO TRAVEL, AND THE STrENGT- T ' 

!TAKE THESE LONG TRIPS, THEY LACK TO
ACCESS PRIVATE TRANSPORTATION. IT
 

IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT 
THEN) FCir WOMEN THAT UPPER VOLTA DEVELOP AN
 

EFFECTIVE SYSTEM PUOLIC
OF TAlISPoiETATION. 

.N 
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IN THE URBAN MARKETS THERE A"E SOME ORGANIZATIONS OF WOMEN
 

VENDORS, BUT THESE TEND TO OFFER ONLY MUTUAL AID FOR TIMES OF
 

CELEBRATION OR CRISES. THEY H.VE NOT YET REACHED THE LEVEL OF 
SAVINGS 

AND LOAN ORGANIZATIONS, OF -3UYIrIG ,11i7SELLING CO-OPERATIVES, OR OF 

THE OUTSIDE WORLD TnA PRESSURE GROUP PRESENTING AN UNITED -RONT TO 

OBTAIN NEEDED BENEFITS-


SOME MEN'S CO-OPERATIVES H,,VE OFFERED THESE SERVI C% WHeN MEN 

HAVE 'HAD THE EDUCATION AND FIN,'CIAL DACKING TO ORGANIZE THEM. 1610OM.E'4 

LACK FAMILIARITY WITH BANKING SEI:VICES USED BY MANY MEN'S CO-OPERATIVES
 

OR INDIVI DUAL TRADERS , WH ICH Or.CE NGAIPUTS THEM AT A DI SADVANTGE IN
 

ENTERING THE MODERN SECTORj
 

A TRADITIONAL FORM O.- LACOf',7 THAT OF COLLECTING AND SELLING WATEII
 

HERDS AND LEAVES, AND WOOD IS ,'.LSO 3ECOMING LESS AVAILABLE TO WOMEN,
 

WOMEN NOT OM'LY HAVE LESS TIME LEFT F'Otl THEIR FARMING REQUIREMENTS T-1
 

PARTICIPATE IN THESE ACTIVIT, ES, uUT I EN ,RE MORE AND MORE FREQUENTLY
 

DO NOT HAVE THE FINANCES TO
OUYIN'G CARTS FOR T ,RANSPORTATIOt: OH ICll k.,iOMEN 

BUY. THE LEAVES AND HER3S FOR SAUCES AND' MEDICINES, AND Tf;E WnOD ;RE 

ALSO BECOM I IG MORE SCARCE. ',1OfIL- )ELI EVE THAT THE GOVERNMENT HAS NOT 

ADEQUATELY :JAFEGUARDED THE T::D ITIOtI,'.L LOCAL VARIETIES OF TREES, A'JC 

BELIEVE IT HAS OPTED ONLY FON FAST-GROWING TREES THAT NEITHER PROVIDE 

LEAVES FOR SAUCE NOR PARTICULACLY C''OICE WOOD FOR FUEL.
 

, ,
 A NEW TYPE OF EMPLOYMENT OP,O.qTUNI rY LIES IN THE ,IOGEM SECTN

HOWEVER, ON:_Y 13 /, or SALARIED POSITIONS ARE HELD BY WOMEN r,'5 ;LM ST 

ALL OF THESE ARE IN GOVERNMENT SE:VICE. THIS TYPE OF WORKING SITUATI"IN 

REQUIRES WOAEN TO GE A3SENT THE A'JOE PART OF THE DAY PROM THE HU5;lEHOLp j 

MAKING ADEQGJATE CARE HOUSEHOLD DIFFICULT.CHILD D.,'ID MAINTENANCE IN 

OFFICES THEY HAVE LOWER-PAYING JOGS, P,'.RTLY BECAUSE THEY LACK TL E -,.l
 

TRAINING AND THE OPPORTUNITIES TO ODT,'IN FURTHER ON-THE-JOB TRPAINING
 

rMPROVING JOB SKILLS-


THE WOMEN DISCUSSED SUCH JOGS1 AS SALESWOMEN AND WA,-I1RESES. '...ICH
 

WITH SOME TRAINING WO,'LD .E CPE! TO ,OLTAIC WOMEN. THEY ALSO CONSIDERED 

THE DIFFICULT QUESTION OF AAR SIELS WHO OFTEN H4AVE THE REPUTATION OF
 

DEING PROSTITUTE,. THESE 'O,,S ARE ALIIOST ALWAYS HELD DY NON-VOLTAICS.
 

IF GIRLS COULD 3E TR,-,INED TO WORN, %S WAITRESSES IN OARS AND THE JOO WEIE
 

TO BE REDEFINED TO EXCLUDE PROSTITUTION, IT WOULD OPEN UP MANY NEW JO.3S
 

FOR VOLTAIC GIRLS.
 



SOME PRIVATE SCHOOLS HAVE OPENED, DUT WOMEN CITED MANY EXAMPLES
 

OF INADEQUATE TRAINING OFFERED -, THESE SCHOOLS- FOR INSTANCE, GIRLS 

WHOSE PARENTS PAY TO SLND THEII T.!O YEARS TO SECRETARIAL SCHOOL OFTEN 

AND THEY STILLGRADUATE TYPING 15 WORDS A (IINUTE %uITH MANY MISTAKES 

AT THE KEYS. ANOTHER HANLICAP IS THE ATTITUDE OF SOME MEN, MAINLY 

EMLOYERS AND HUSBANDS. EMPLOYERS I210W THAT WOMEN HAVE A LEGAL RIGHT 

TO HIRE WOMEN BECAUSE OF THIS. 

LOOK 

TO MATERNITY LEAVE AND SOME HESITATE 

OTHERS HESITATE BECAUSE A WO.'i,',! IS LESS AVAILABLE IN EVENINGS AND ON 

DE AN YR, W;ORKLOAD. THERE ARE HUSsANDS ;,LSc 

WHO PRIDE THEMSELVES ON THE F,.T Ti *.T THEIR WIVES DO 1OT WORK. 'OME 

FEAR TO HAVE THEIR WIVES WORKItlG 1I T11E NON-MODERN SECTOR IF THEY 

WEEK-ENDS WHEN THERE MAY 

THEMSELVES WORK IN AN OFFICE. JC< US3ANDS ALSO FEAR THEIR WIVES dILL 

REACH A HIGHER POSITION THAN THEY* LL OF THESE PROBLEMS ARE A 

REFI.ECTION OF THINKING FOREIGN TO '!OLTAICS WHO HAVE ALWAYS PRIDED 

THEMSELVES ON THE CONTRIOUTIONI %,OIIEr MAKE TO THE FAMILY. AS ONE WOMAN 
II 

PUT IT, MEN DON T. CONSI/]Er THAT UE WOMAN HAVE NO EXTRA-ORDINARY USE
 

FOR OUR MONEY. IT GOES TO OUR FAM'fILIES. \VE DON'T KEEP MEN ON THE SIDE 

AS MEN KEEP WOMEN. (UR EARNING 11O;EY IS NOT A THREAT BUT A SUPPORT TO 

THE FAMILY."
 

VOLTAIC WOMEN -ELIEVE THAT TH IR GOVERNMENT HAS SEVERAL SERVICES 

WHICH WITH EFFECTIVE CO-ORDI[IATIOI!l WELL-DEFINED MANAGEMENT, SUrf ICICE"T 

FINANCING AND SUPPORT, A11 '. ' U: HI!ESS OF WOMEN'S NEEDS CAN E SF--UL 

TO WOMEN IN THE FIELDS OF IIr,',IUF CTU-,INGI COMMERCE AND SAL; .F E E LY': '.,NT 

THESE INCLUDE THE OFFICE OF S:V.LL hUSI !ESS ENTERPRISES (OPEV>) T-E 

OFFIOJE OF EMPLOYMENT (0i PE) , %!D T!:. OFFICE OF RURAL ARTISAN TrAIN; 3
 

' T
(CNPAR). THESE OFFICES ,RE CH'.GED ITH TRAINING, CREATING EMDLOYME
 

OPPORTUNIT I ES, HELPING CrEATE Z 22ESSES, AND DEVELOPING '.PPRrP-,I ATI
 

TECHNOLOGI ES, ALL OF WHICH " ELATU DI':ECTLY TO THE EXPRESSErl NEEOS 'F
 

WOM FN. 

FOLLOWING ARE A NUM3Er, OF !UGGESTI ONS THE WOMEN MADE .13OUT THESE 

AND OTHER GOVERNMENT SER,VI CES, ':!D UPHI CH PROVIDE I DEAS THA'T SHOULD
 

ALSO OE USEFUL TO NON-GOVERNME11T',L AND DONOR AGENC I ES.
 

I ) 	 STUDY AND DEVEL HP TEC!tN OLOG I ES APPROPR I ATE TO V I LLAGE A ND /,I LY 

NEEDS WHICH WIILL LIGHTE1R THE WORK LOAD OF WOMEN AND GI VE THEM 

MORE TIME FOR OTHER %CTIVITIES. INTRODUCE TO WOMEN AS MANY OF
 



THESE TECHNOLOGIES 
AS rOSSI'L , SO THEY MAY MAINTAIN CONTROL
 

OVER THEIR TRADITIONAL ACTIVITIES (SUCH 
AS CARTS FOR HAULING
 

WOOD, ETC..) (CNPAR)
 
2 ) MAKE EFFECTIVE FEASI ILITY STUDIES, AS 
ARE MADE FOR ALL NE.W
 

INDUSTRIES, TO 
ANALYZE WHICH PRODUCTS 
MADE BY WOMEN CAN COMPETE WITV
 
MODERN GOODS, WHICH 
NEED IMPROVE:!ENT, AND 
WHICH ITEMS BE
CAN SUBSTITUTED
 

IN SITUATIONS WHERE 
THEIR PRODUCTO HAVE 
NO FUTURE (OPEV). ASK THE
 
SERVICE OF EXPORT 
TRADE PROrTI.: OFFICE 
(ONAC) TO INVECTIGATE EXPORT
 

POSSI DI LIT IES.
 

3) WHEN VIABLE PRODUCTS Arr 
IDENT IFIED MAKE NECESSARY TECHNICAL
 

STUDIES TO IMPROVE THE QUALITY 
Ar:D EASE OF MAKING 
WOMAN S PRODUCTS
 

(CNPAR)
 
4) ENCCURAGE THE 
ESTAOILI SWi1E;-T OF SMALL AND MEDIUM SI ZEr VILL, GE
 

ENTERPRISES. S'AKE 
CREDIT AV',IL,',SL SO WOMEN MAY OWN 
AND OPERATE SOME
 
OF THESE; 
MAKE TRAINING AVAIL,nLE 20 .OMEN MAY ALSO 
FI ND EMPLOYMEN4T
 

THERE (OPEV A.NO ONPE).
 
5) Do M'ARKETING RESE,',RCH 
TO HELP WOMEN FI NO OUTLETS FOR THEI P
 

PRODUCTS. HELP DEVISE A JETTER 
01 TlI ".UTION OF GOODS, 
DETTER ORGA,,!I7 7r,
 

AND CONTPOL LED MARKETS, AND T'IE II'FR.':STRUCTURE 
AND PUBLIC TR/ NSPONTATI,N
 

NEEDED.
 

6) 
F'OUNT A CAMPAIGN OF TRAINI:;G wOMEN SO THEY CAN TAKE A nT. '.
 
OF AVAI LAD-L E EMPLOYMENT ,,'ID OPEN ;'E\! ENPLOYMENT -M'SS SrI 1 L I TI ES ' W"'T' J:" 

MAY BECOME 
MC RE ACTIVE IN THE SALARI ED SECTOR. ORGA11IZE SEMINArS ,1 .
 
IN-SERVICE 
TF -INING CCUPSES FC P w : SO THEY MAY MAINT.:, IN IND ItP-ClP
 

THEIR PROFES E,IONAL SKILLS. PIN CE HOL D 
 HELP AND PE rSONNEL FOP C ILD
 
CARE CENTERS SALESWOMEN,'"
s 1ITrE 2,-I ETC. SUPERVISE, HELP ORG-NIZE,
 

AND PERHAPS LICENSE 
 PRIVT E )F:OFE I')NAL SCHOOLS SO THE QUALITY OF 

INSTRUCT ION C AN 5E IMPF'OVED (-V r )
 
7) TRA IN WOMEN 
 ON THE ,"OTAINING,ETHg CREDI T, ON HANCL Ir!G 

OF FINANCES, 
AND ENCOURAGE !;Ar(IBI'!G SEFRVICES TO THEDO SAME. ,TAKE CRE IT
 

AVAILABLE 
FOr, WOMEN 'S GROUPS 
AND TO \OMEN INDIVIDUALLY.
 

8) ENCOURAGE, IN 
ALL F IFLD,,I THE DEVELOPME:T OF WOMEN 'S C 23 ,.D
 
CO-OPERATIVES WHICH CAN HELP WIT-{ .fROUP BUYING AND SELLING, S :.v ' S , 

LOANS, AND PROTECTION AND PPC;;OTIOI. 

9) ',OUNT A PROGRAM OF :Co'.OoY TH AT PROTECTS THE LOCAL TREES "'"
 
PLANTS WOMEN TRADITIONALLY 
'JTiLIZE FOR FOOD? MEDICINE, AND Cr AFTS, ,'ND
 

ENCOURAGES REPLACEMENT. 
OF THOSE ;PLANTS 
'WHICH ARE BECOMING SC:.'CE.
 



:
 

10) HAVE DETTER TOTAL GCVE;'I.rV ENT COORDINATION SO THAT ONE 2FI,.C-

ANOTHER IS 
IS NOT ENCOURAGING DEVELOPMENT OF iE\J PRODUCTS, WHILE 


.
 

OF THE S,', E 	:'RfODlCT. WHEN TECHNOLOGY IS AV,'IL.,'L

SUBSIDISING IMPORTS 


WOMEN'S INCOMES, CO-OPDIV",-,TE

THAT SAVES TIME AND LADOR 5UT CUTS DOWN 


OF OTHER ECONiOHICALLY SOUND PROJECTS FOP vOMEN, ETC.
 
THE INTRODUCTION 


0TH ME',

A NATIONWIDE If!FORMATION CAMPAIGN MAKING


1") ORGANIZE 


C0O T21 DUTI ON OF WOMEN, AND OF T -E
 
AWARE OF THE ECONOMIC
AND WOMEN 


. S
 
RIGHTS AND RESPONSIILI TIES OF L,%',;O::ERS. IT SHOULD ENCOURAGE EMPLOYE 


TIME ENFORCE LAS
f3SIS, 	 SAME
TO HIRE WOMEN ON AN EQU',L ST ,,lD THE 

• ORGANI ZE A 	POOL OF Tr;I NED 
THAT REQUIRE EQUAL EMPLOYMEN:T OPT O TU T I ES 

PERSONNEL WHO CAN TEMP'ORILY EPL,CE \OMEN ON MATERNI TY LEAVE SO T I S 

IS NOT SUCH A HARDSHIP FOR EM.PLOYF.'1, 

AND INTHE RECOMMENDATIONIS THESE ,JONEN MADE IN INTERVIEWS 

SOI.E 'F T ,E 	 SUPPORTS FOUND IN THE
SEMINARS WOULD HELP REPLACE 

TRADI TI ONAL SYSTEM AS UPPE R "i0LT :CC _MES INCREASINGLY MODERNI ZED 

IN CC-OP EIkATI VES AND LABOR GROUPS ',OU.LD HELr1) GROUPING WOMEN 

DI SADVANTAGEC 1,ND OFF!;
TO PROTECT THE WORKER AN.) THE ECO'O ICALLY 

MUTUAL AI D wHEN NEEDED­

:ILP REPLACE THE EDUC,'.T Ni T­2) TRAINING PROGR M',ISW I'LD 

HOME WHICH I S NOT ADEQUATE F':r '1O;E '7h EMPLOYMENT. 

')r'E PROGRAMS WOULD :.ELP 2AL NECESSARY RESOURCES ,:VAIL:,L' 

AS MEN. 'HIS IS :SPECIALLY CRUCIAL AS LANE' BECD'-E.TO WOMEN AS 	WELL 


SCARCER.
 

4) THESE PROG;,AMS WOULD EL "ill E: CONTINUE THEIR VPLUED ECr'"" O;:.c 

ROLE AND GUARD THEIR ECONOMIC IW: E EDENCE
 

5) HELPING IMPROVE THE ECO O;IC VIABILITY OF TRADITIONAL r:JGTE
 

AND HELPING 	T;:AIN
 

TO MA,1


THROUGH THE 	ENCOUPAGEMENT OF VILLAGE ENTERPRISES 


HT,',I
RESPONSIBLE HOUSEHOLD AtND CH ILD Cf IHELP WOULD ASSIST WOMEN 


AN ACCEPTABLE COMPLEMENTARITY 
:.TWEEr' T!IE 	LIFE STYLE AND WORK P.OuTI'iE
 

IN BOTH THE 	TR-DITIONAL A:D !;OD *.,r: %UCRKING SITUATIOJS.
 

http:GCVE;'I.rV
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THE VOLTAIC WOMEN W1HO TOOK PRT 
 IN THIS STUDY WERE WELL INFORHiED,
 

RESPONSIBLEl CONCERNED, INTERESTED IN DELVING 
DEEPLY INTO" THESE
 

PROBLEMS, AND ENTHUSIASTIC ADOUT CONSIDERING 
AND WORKING ON POSSIBLE
 

SOLUTIONS,
 

IN GENERAL, THEY WANTED CO-OPERATIVE OR COMMUNITY PROGRAMS AIMED
 

FIRST AT THE VILLAGE LEVEL AMD CIVI:IG PEOPLE MORE CONTROL OF THEIR :%WN
 

FUTURE. THEY URGED THE VOLTAIC GOVERNMENT TO APPROACH ITS PLANNING FRQM
 

THIS BASIS AND CO-ORDINATE ALL ITS PROGRAMS SO THAT THERE IS LESS L'OSS
 

LESS OVERLAPPING, AND LESS COIIFUSIO,: 
AMONG AGENCIES IND PROGRt.MS. THEY
 

WERE ESPECIALLY CONCERNED THAT 
ALL PROPOSED PROJECTS COMING FROM THE
 

VOLTAIC GOVERNMENT, NON-GOVERNMENT AGENCIES, OR DONOR MISSIONS, ?'L
 

JUDGED ON THE BASIS THAT IT HELPS T:E INDIVIDUAL, THE COMMUNITY, "r
..


THE COUNTRY BECOME MORE INDEPENDENT1 NOT MORE DEPENDENT- THEY CITED
 

EXAMPLES SUCH AS THOSE WHEr:E WELL-Eo.NING OUTSIDERS PUT IN WATER O ,
 

OUT NEVER MADE THE VILLAGERS FEEL TIESE .LONGED 
TO THEM AND NEVEP
 

PROVIDED TRAINING UP-KEEP NEPAIR. TOWERS
IN 0." THE FELL IN DIS-,E-'i..
 

SOON AFTER THE OUTSIDERS LEFT ,:*i!? THE WHOLE ADVANTAGE WAS LOST. T.
 

WOMEN JUDGED A PROGRAM OF NUTRITI ICN IN YAKO AS 9EING SUPERIOR T&' OT :,r
 

BECAUSE IT USED MOSTLY LOCAL PRODUCTS AND TAUGHT .THE WOMEN TO FEED TH-IR
 

CHILDREN NUTRITIOUS MEALS OUT OF LOC.'LLY AVAILABLE PRODUCTS INSTEAC 7.F
 

DEPENDING SOLELY ON IMPORTED FC OD SUPPLIHENTS. THEY WERE UNEASY Ac;uT
 

AGRICULTURAL PROGRAMS THAT HiAE T: ' F AFIMERS DEPENDENT ON SUCH THINGS AS 

IMPORTED FERTILIZERS, ETC.
 

THE WOMEN WERE CONCERNED %BOUT THE PROBLEMS THAT WERE SPECIAL TO
 

WOMEN, AND FELT A NEED TO CCNTI NUE TO URGE A FOCUS ON THESE CONCErNS IN
 

GOVERNh'ENT PLANNING, PROOADLY THROUGH CREATION OF A NATI 
ONAL ;C .M.,.
 

COUNCIL; THEY ARE CURRENTLY 3TUDYI;IG THIS PARTICULAR PLAN. HOWEVEr, - 1Y
 

* FELT THAT THE NEED FOR SPECIAL P:.)GI[,AMS FOR WOMEN WAS FOR A LIMI T7'TI1:
 

AND THAT EVEN NOW MANY OF T!:EI R NEEDS WOULD BE ADEQUATELY HA'NOLEC IF 

COMMUN ITY DEVELOPMENT PRFOGR,;,,.,S CONSIr)EED THEM AS COMMUNITY '.IEM .
 

TREATING THEIR NEEDS WHEN DESIGII!.G P,"OGRAMS.
 

DOTH THE MEMOERS AND THE !-ftIEM 3RS OF THE FEDERATION OF V'CLT Ir
 

1 C T:I
WOM EN BELIEVE THAT THIS ORGAtIIZA*TI)II IS A POTENTIALLY POWERFUL VOICE 771;, 
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ALL VOLT A IC - WO EMN. THEY ARE ENCOUlAG ING MEMOER SH IP FROM, WOME IN LL 

SECTORS OF SOCIETY, FURNISHING TRAI!SLATORS FOR LOCAL LANGUAGES: FOR THE.. 

WOMEN WHO DO NOT SPEAK FRENCH. T41 MEMBERSHIP OF-THE FEDERAT ION IS NO. 

RE-EVALUATING ITS AGENDA FOP THE FUTURE, REMEMBERING ITS GOAL IS T2 

HELP ALL VOLTAIC WJMEN TAKE AN ACTIVE PART IN NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT. 

CURRENTLY THEY HAVE 'A COMMISSION STUDYING THE NEW FAMILY CODE, ".T :7C 

REQUEST OF THE MINISTRY OF ,JUSTICE. THEY HAVE DONE SOME WORK ON 

EDUCATION REFORM PLANNING FOR THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATIIN. THEY HAVE 

ESTABLISHED PILOT ADULT LITERACY P;.OGR,',M AND CHILD DAY CARE CLNTEF.S 

BUT ARE WONDERING IF THESE WILL C(;JTINUE TO DE THEIR PROGRAMS OR IF
 

THEY WILL DE TREATED AS ILOT PROJECTS AND IF SUCCESSFUL EVENTUALLY BF.
 

SUPPORTED AND EXPANDED DY THE IATIONAL GOVERNMENT* THEY HAVE PROJECTFD
 

PLANS TO CREATE AN OUTLET FOR ARTISAN PRODUCTS ESPECIALLY THOSE COMIN!
 

FROM WOMEN'S CO-OPERATIVES. THEY WIOULD LIKE TO SET UP MORE WOMEN'S CO-


OPERATIVES SUCH AS THE WIDOWtS ASSOCIATION HAS ALREADY BEGUN, PERHAPS
 

WITH THE HELP OF A REVOLVING FUND. THE FEDERATION IS OPERATING AS A 

FRAMEWORK FOR ORGANIZING PROJECTS IlN dHICH BOTH MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS 

MAY PARTICIPATE. 

VOLTAIC WOMEN ARE CURfI.E!TLY EXCITED OY THE IDEA OF WOPKItNG T-

SOLVE SOME OF THE PROBLEMS THEY h,",VE IDENTIFIED. THESE INTERtLST: AND 

PROJECTS ARE EMBRYONIC, BUT THE ENTHU,IASM IS THERE- IT COUL , C.Rr, AND 

THEWOOMEN COULD BECOME A VERY POSITIVE FORCE IN THE DEVELOP'iFNT rr THE R 

COUNTRY IF THEY SEE POSITIVE f.ESPC'.'SE TO THEIR EFFORTS -- IF T -,. ;AVILr 

CODE IS MODIFIED DUE TO THEIR INPJT, IF FUNDS ARE MADE .VAILABLE FOR 

SOME OF THEIR PROJECTS, OR IF IiE\; "ROJECTS ARE DESIGNED REFLECTI NG TEjR 

CONCERNS. As ONE WOMAN SAID,, 11E HAVE HAD SOME GOOD TIME TO THINK A/4D 

TALK. 3 UT TO TAKE A RESPONSISI DLE i.5LE IN A CHANGING SOCIETY THIS IS rOT 

ENOUGH. WE NEED TO GET ON WITH TH7 .ISINI'ESS OF SOLVING SOME OF THESE 

PROBLEMS AND I THINK THE CONCErWS SHOWN AT THE SEMINARS IS A REFLECTION 

OF THE FACT WE ARE READY TO DO JUST THAT." 

.II 



AP P E ND IX 
MET ODOLOG'Y 
AND COURSE 
OF STUDY


PHASES I AND -. INTERVIEWS 
THE FIIRST PHASE OF THIS STUDY WAS TO CONDUCT ''FE HIST'.y INTER-iV c,,S AND T. E,'COU ;,GE WRITTEN ,.IFE HISTORIES FROM VOLTAICTHE "OI;.N.SECCNI; PMASE U;'S TO ASK THESE SAME WOMEN TO EVALUATE T :;Z I TUA-TION ' VOLT;.Ic, V.'O;EN AN') GIRLS FROM T-HE POSITIONSIONAL EXPE;,TIcSS. OF THEIR P.IOFES-THE WOMEN 
CHOSEN APPEARED TO 
DE SUCCESSFULLY
TEGRATED IN-I:! TH 
 FQF;FFRONT 
OF THE DEVELOPMENT 
PROCESS, 
T'Ey ,',"TIVE ,,C-IN LEADERSHIP 
OR DECISION-MAKING 


POSITIONS 
IN SELECT.P 
ECONO-
MIC AND 
S CI.',L FIELDS. 
THERE 
WAS 
A DUAL 
PURPOSE 
ENVISAG'.J

INFORMATI THE)N FIO,l !"HASE 

FOR 
I I-E., TO HELP IDENTIFY FAOTORS I*:FLUEN -CINO WOME):5S 
ABITLITY 
 TO ARRIVE 
AT LEADERSHIP 
POSITIONS 
Ill A
DEVELCPIN(; 
SOCIETY, 
AND TO 
LEARN 
HOW THESE 
WOMEN 
PERCEIVE 
AND EVA-
LUATE .LTEPATIONS IN 
THE QUALITY OF LIFE 
TAKING 
PLACE 
li: THCIR
CHANGING SOCIETY. THE GOAL OF THE SECOND PHASE WAS TO Et:COQLAGEEXPERTS 
INI VARIOUS 
FIELDS 
TO IDENTIFY 
PROBLEMS 
WOMEN F'C, AND HOW
THEY MAY 
INOR: 
ACTIVELY 
PARTICIPATE 
IN RESOLVING 
THEM.
 

IN PH,'.5 _ I 1 WE INTE:3VIEWED 26 WOME'N ABOUT 
THEIR 
FI-LO %F EXPER,-
T ISE. THE WOi[EN IN T:,E F IELO OF ECON('I CB WERE I NVOLVEO VI ";: P70-GIRAMS 
HLL -ING 
T'" RUKAL 1OMAN IN AGRICLLTURAL 
PRODUCT I'N,
VED IN 4) I NVOL-MA1 UF,,CTUl ING OR COM1"ERCE, (5), OR
THOSE IN THE LADIOD MCV7:'iT(3)IN P" F'ESS 1OjS DEAL I NG. WITH THE SOC I 'L ASPECTS .'E,: I E ';UCA-TION (5), LAW SRCIALC, SERVICES 
(5), AND MEDICINE 
FORMIAT IJ-.' GAIN 

( I),
I) FRF'. THI S PHASE 
-'ND SOURCES SUGGESTED


I NTERVI E'jS FOR 
IN T:,r sC

,E, T'tZ LA.A I S OF THE DACK6ROUN" PAPERS .;ESEMINARS, 7OR T HEAl,0 IS C ';B3 E WITH THE RESULTS OF THE SENI ,.- TG FRO 
THE B;,SIC REPORT. 

PHASE II 
 - AIALY,'. AND CIRCULATE 
INFO'IATION
 
THE M .'rERIAL FR")tl THE PROFESSIONAL 
 INTERVIEWS WAS ,'I!/.LYzD ,', DWAS CONSIR-AI 
G1.y iXP,'f0ED AT THE SUGGESTI 
N ,)F MANY OF T iCSEVIEWED. INTER­N1A:(Y PARTICI:\.NTS 
SUSGESTED 
RELEVANT 
DOCUMENTS, 
AND I2:TER-VIEWS 
WITH 
PARTICULAR 
EXPERT, 
OR WITH THOSE 
OP'INIONS 
MIlGHT 
NOT OT-


HERWISE 
CE REPRESENTED.
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WOMEN EXPRESS -ODCOt,'Ir h THAT THE INTERESTS AND NEEDS OF WOMEN -INT THE
 
LOWER SOCIo-ICOro.Ic 
GROUPS DE REPRESENTED IN 
THE STUDY- WE 111CLUDED
 
INFORMATION 
FROl i!TlrVIEWS 
WITH RURAL WOMEN, WITH WOMEN AT 'AN EXPE-

RIMENTAL URSAN 0
PROJECT IN UAGADOUGOU, 
WITH WOMEN ARTISANS, AND WITH
 
REPRESENTATIVES OF 
AN 
URBAN MARKET WOMAN'S ASSOCIATION. 
THIS A4D OTHER
 
DOCUMENTATION 
AND SrTA7ISTICAL INFORMATION 
WAS SYNTHESIZED AND 
ANALYZED
 
ALONG WITH THE 
INTERVIEW PHASE 
OF THE STUDY. IT WAS ALSO 
SENT TO WOMEN 2
 
INVITED TO PARTICIPATE 
IN PHASE IV, THE SEMINARS.
 

PHASE IV - SEMINAR
 

ORIGINALLY, 'THE ;LAN 
WAS TO HAVE A TWO DAY 
SEMINAR IN OUAGADOUGOU
 
TO DISCUSS THE ISSUES RAISED IN PHASE 
I-I II. HOWEVER, THERE WAS 
SUCH
 

INTEREST AMONG VOLTAIC WOMEN ON SO 
MANY ASPECTS OF THESE 
TOPICS THAT
 
IT WAS DECIDED TO r;',\ND 
THE TIME AND THE NUMBER OF PARTICIP,,NTs, 'E
 
GAVE tWO SEMINARS 
OF TWO DAYS EACH JOINTLY WITH THE FEDERATION OF
 

VOLTAIC WOMEN.
 

THE FEOERATION, ANi ORGANIZATION OF OVER 
1500 M!MGEFnSj IS MADE UP
 
OF FOUR VOLTAIC WC4ENI'S A!tSOCIATIONS 
AND MANY AFFILIATED GULr-S 
LOCA-

TED THROUGHOUT TIlE COUNTRY. IT WAS 
ORGANIZED IN 197'" FOR 
THE PURPOSE
 
OF PROMOTING !CTIVE P,',!'%TICIPATION OF *OMEN 
AND GIFLS IN THE ECONOMIC
 

AND SOCIAL LIFE OF 
THEIR COUNTRY. 
THER -ARE CURRENTLY 'RE-EVALUATING
 

THEIR METHODS OF APPROACH TO 
THESE PROBL.MS AND THEIR 
LEADERSHIP IJAS
 
ENTHUSIASTIC ASOUT PARTICIPATION IN SUCH A 
SEMINAP. THE FI'lZT 
S.MINAR
 

ENTITLED "WAYS AND MEANS OF AN ACTIVE AND RESPONSIOLE PARTIC IPATIO, OF
 
VOLTAIC WOMEI! IN 
THE NATIONAL ECONOMY" WAS HED AT HOTEL DE LA FRoNI-


TIE RE FEBRUf.Y ~"'T 'ITTOU UPPER VOLTA, AND INVOLVED e16 PAfRTICI-


PANTS AND 8 TECHNICIA (S FROM THE MEDIA.
 

PART ICIP,\IIT- I!CL'JDE.3 5 REPRESENTATIVES FROM 
THE INT! RVIEW PHASE
 
WITH EXPE'RTIGE 
I! TI!E ECONOMIC 
FIELD, 1 REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE FEDE-

RATION AND "EPRESENTATIVr.S 
 OF THE MINISTRIES OF 
LADO, RURAL DEVELOP-

MENT AND 
SOCIAL AFFAIRS. THE GOVERNMENTAL 
AGENCIES ACKNOIILEDGED PRO-

GRAMS CONCERNINIG
I, 
 OMEN WERE AS YET NOT WELL DEFINED IN THEIR AGENCIES 
AND THEY WERE CAGER 
FOR BETTER COMMUNICATIONS 
WITH THE WOHEN TO IIELP
 

CLARIFY POSSIDLE 
FUTURE PROGRAMS.
 
THE SECOND SEMINAR WAS HELD 
IN OUAGADOUGOU FEBRUARYi,
 

ON "WAYS AHD MEANS OF AN ACTIVC AND RESPONSIRLE PARTICIPAT IOl OF VOL-

TAIC "OMEN IN NATIONAL SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT". THIS MEETING 
INCLUDEO 27 
PARTICIPANTS, 
 FROM TE INTERVIEW PH/PSE, 15 REPRESENTATIVES 
FROHi THE 

FEDERATION.,
 

http:PROBL.MS
http:SOCIo-ICOro.Ic


3REP RESUUlTAI V!:lS OF THEIN'I!TPIES OlF EDUC TION, JUSTIr,-,l HEALTH
 
AND SO0CIAL A,''F.,IRS AND 
SEVERAL 
OnSERVERS.
 

'%T P'.:TH LMINARIS 
THE INTEREST LEVEL WAS 
HIGH. WOMEN 1O,KED 
THROIUGH REST 
T ItES, DELAYEO MEALS 
 .N? 
()!SCUSSED OEVELOPMENT 
PRO­
nLEMS EVEN 
AS THEY PTE. 
THEY COMMENTED 
ON THE PLEASURE 
OF FINOING
 
OTHER WOMEN WU, W/ERE 
t.LSO SO CONCERNED, AND WITH WHOM 
T;:EY COULD
 
DISCUSS THEIR 
IDE.S. THEY FELT 
THE SEMINARS 
WERE TOO SHORT, PAR-

TICULARLY O
THE ONE 
I' UA'.GAOD'UGOU 
WHERE THEIR OFFICE AND FAMILY
 
0 L IGAT IOtN$ PROHI
) 1TED THEM 
FPOM WORKING 
AS MANY HOU-*,S AD 
 WITH
 
AS MUCH' CONCEJTRAT IOJ 
AS THEY HAD WISHED.
 

IN DISCUSSIONS 
AFTER 
THE SEMINARS 
THE WOMEN MADE 
THE "OLLOWING
 

GENERAL COMMENTS 

1) "IZ-Y WEf :LEASED WITH THE RESULTS OUT 
HOPED THIES. IDEAS
 

WOULO RESUI.T 
IN SOME S;PECIFIC PROJECTS 
3ECNG IHPLE(%CL4TCE.9
 
THEY WAMTTE , 
T" USE THESE IDEAS AS A OASIS FOR 
WRITINr 
 cPE-

CIFIC 
r'r JECT P ;,?POSALS 
-AS THEY FELT THIS HAVE NOT 
3E I?
 
ADOVATeLY DONE 
r)UE Tl' TIME LIMITATIONS. THEY 
PLAN.ED TO
 
ESTABLISH Cr'ISSIoNS TO 
STUDY CERTAIN QUESTIONS FUr.THER,


2) THEy HO;'E3 TH IPE CL"ULC' OE MO',E CnNFERENCES. THEY PLANINED 
TO TAKE Tti/"'REPORT WITH ITS RECOMMENDATIONS AND SUSE ET AS 
THE 8A I 
 rrR DISCUSSION 
IN 
VARIOUS CHAPTERS 
OF TAE 1'EDERA-
TIOI,. THEY FELT 
THAT MORE MEN, 
WOMEN FROM 
LOWER SOCI3-

ECONOMIC GROUPS, AND 
RUR,.L 
WhEN CONFERENCE 
DISCU3SING
 

WOMENIS POLITICAL 
ROLE AND POWER.
 

1 , S-ATU DAY, MARCH 
16; 19781 TWE 
OAY AFTER THE 
SFcC:;. SE14INARI
 

THE BO/.R) OF THS 
-E' ERAT ION OF VOLTAIC WOMEN 
HELD AN AIOVISRY -SES-

SION PU INt; 
VNICH THEY SELECTED 
THE FOLLOWING COMMISSIONS 
T.O ,STUIDY
FURTHER 
S'-fIE OF Tl.!E QUESTIONS 41ROUGHT 
UP DURING THE 
5$MIANRS,
 

1) A C''MMISSION TE STUDY THE FAMILU CODE 
AND REVISION 
'r THE
 
LECAL (:*TC;'* 
 IT WILL 
MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS 
T'- THE MINISTRY
 
OF JL'r"TICE FOR CHANGES 'OF THE 
PROPOSED 
CODE t1iFORE IT IS
 
ADOPTS'_ 
 AN' nEC'M iMr.qD.TIONS ON 
HOW THE POPULATICN 
C-'ULD
 
IEARN A8flUT ,' MAKE 
A SMOOTH TRANSIT
ION TO 7;-E NEW
 

Sy~t~ri.
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2) A commission to discuss tht problem o. \;JliK ,.ower and " 

ence in the fiture governmiunt, Nhy .i:,.scussed the possibilily of 

recommending the eol ibrLrhmenl. of ;.iai .exr of women's afft'irls..:, 

rejected it in favor of si:.ggert. . , _. . =-eranent wo.,- 's coui.I... 

The commission 's to study how should be organized and how it 

could function effectively. 

3) They resolved to take recomniend:..tions g.c-n at ne two seminars 

and synthesize thec into one 9rograr, sugfes'cing specific projects 

-4 SAL) has agreed to *nelpthemr.eproduce these documents and offi­

cers of the Federatioa will pr-:,.%t them to .arious officials of 
the voltaic government a;id to :.ongover mental and donor organi­

zations concerned with those types o-' rojects. 

-' PHASE V- PUBLISlING i.iTERIALT, .0",. .. o. 

It was originaly pl;::e1 t) .Lblsh . sr:.:.l lo a 'or. uivi.i 

* reoogiiition to the wo;aen i." '%-he s-u.i y and hopefu-l1. gainiIg zup. 

port for their ideas. Due to zhc s ro,', desires stated by women 

both for personnal unonirity ",nd for public ty for their ideas. 
the form of publication wau O.teceu) 111 .rder to d.sseininate tni. 

material to as wide an audie,.e 7- tos~ibu the following article:, 

j broadcasts, films and documv,; diStr:btLins 3re 1Ue. zxg prepared : 

1) Articles in Developent \ro.2 . on 

a) women's problems in Gne ru..aj :1:Le,.,s 

b) the results of tl~ irtorviews 

c) the results of researc!, o.i ',,O,len ..I the L.a:r,:2ci.: 

.tisaiisectors (TBP' 

d) the report ok the firs se..,..: 

e) background papers on each of tho feur soci. zpeLs (T:3P) 

f) the re.ort of the second zc,.;aVa '.TBP) 

2) A movie made by the Minis-cry of informatior at th Jfir.'c sei,,; 

nar which will beused in The ru'.ral movie circuit, 2r-. w.ich 

the Federation hopes to uoo ii stimulating liscussions 

3) Four radio-news programs discussing the ti'o- be'iria'i,_ "1a:i th&' 

recommendations made there. 

4) An article in the governne vu new.5 b,!'letin 

""' 


