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CHAPTER ONE
 

SCOPE OF riHE ST[DY
 

In rec.e.--nt decades agricultural scientists have been hard at 

work to eat. hc heLter-yielding v r of and 


pofuL lat i. on ex per ts h ave 


Va" t. ties food c:ash (:r'.p% 

been stru g glin g to deveo1. p sc:heme.s for
 

m ,i( i 'fy no hi gh rates :: dem;graphi c
ci* 
 grow th, and socia]. s..cienti st.s-

M+ many p ci havei ,c:i h: ec. (ecinducti ng 4".i el d research anti
 

survOy Rth 
 clies to undc- r-stand angricultural and popu. at.:i, on proh 1ems 

L.ntheir appr opiat.e s-coci a]. and ec:oncmic contexti:-s. Neverth le.ss 

manv n-oh]. ebms in .Lhe rur"al reg'icins of developing na-ons r'emairn 

:o he v.,-ed,. One isles.on c:lear: f or develocipmen't progr'ams to
 

be most e.Ffective tle human dimension of the pr'oblems 
 bi. ng
 

t ac: l:] ed must he inc]1ud.ed i.n all pha-es of and
research subsequent 

Thus, in 'the do,main of agricult ural deve]opment earlier 

e per i ant o with , cro ,,:. h avep i ng cy (T. been rep 1 ac .d by a.-mi nfa.
 

systerms app roaches wit'hin r whic:h socia] and e-cono-,micc i .sues 

reci.:v. ye consi der'ab le atter-tion. A1 though debates st i 1. rage 

among anc:i a'l and agricultural scient.ists regardi, theng most 

e-Ffrtive the:-or eticall and practical frameworks for "Farming 

S'yst.ms" research (cf. CGIAR :1978; IADS 1980; N or-man, Gil .bert 

and Wtinh 979: D[Walt" 1995:; Rlo:,ades 198.1 and Jones and Wallace 

1966)7 it is gener'a]ly agreed that the most effectyive research­

will invliIve an ecologica-l appiroach in wh:(hv 
 agriculture. is. 

via .d as a sub-system withIin. the broader system of human-..lanid 

http:S'yst.ms
http:inc]1ud.ed
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relations. Moreover, the approach requires an awareness that 

agric-ul ture is an "op en" system in "dynamic equilibr-ium. '' 

A farming system (or f*arm system or whole--f arm 

system) is not simp ly a coll.ection crops and animals t.,0of 

which one can anpp. y th is in put or that that and expect 

im.mediate results. -Rather i.t is a c-opiliicated irterwoven 

mesh of soils, plants , an imals, impl-ments, wor'ers other 

inpu't s.., an'd environmen tal in',f.uences with-, th,.e' strand-s held 

and manipl ated by a persmn cal led the farmer who, giver, 

his prefer-nce and aspirationl's, attempt to produc.e out.put. 

From the :i.nput and tec::hrolocgy available to him. It is 

the farmer's unique understand:ng of his immediate 

rLi ronment , both n at r,"al and soci o-ec:onoi:Lc that resul ts 

in his farming system (TAC Farmirng Systems Report 1..972).
 

We believe that the not i on of the farmer's "' mmecdi ate 

environment" Tolsh ou1.ld he underst.clod broadly. Rura]. 

agri,::u].turali.s ts in deve].opi no c ountr:iea do not .liyeisolated in 

their vi.lages. Rather, they operate in a "system" that incl.ud--ds 

homestead and fields :in the conlext, of r elat ions with friends, 

ne:ighlbors, and kinspiersons in the local community as well as in 

setl:,em'ents spre-ad ove,.r many huIi'-ndreds of square mil.es and perhaps 

even into Foresi gn cou-ntri es. They are aware of market forc s arid 

partt:icipate as wisely as their reASO.urces permit in reg:gion al, 

national1 and even 1internattion a. markEts. Final].y, they are 

exrosed to diverse development programs brosught to their ;arms by 

repo resertatives of government institutes, intern ati onal agencies., 

and nr i vate-.senctor organ i :zat: i ins. 



In this cciontext., the analysis of agriculture in Bangladesh 

- - is : exitends fc us of.' "Farminrg Systems"pres:ted in t: repor xt the 

ap roac:hes to enocompass not ust the 4armer (i.e., usual.y the 

rmale oused d head) but also the: re'el.evant .ife exp erienices . 

a.. members of farming -fam.ii.es.. This brings a broader spatial 

f.rtami'work as -e].]. as a 1.oncger t.ime perpe'apc:tive to re search on 

ag r i c::ulIt ure. 

Thus,: he pre sent si:udy is. ncit c rcerrned i:th far ming syst.iems. 

als wjit4h weJ call: i4 systemsr' and 

m ci n"ri 1-:.v - hi i 4:v s ex tended i n 

onarr owl1y de-fined bicut d:ei wihat farming 

.he 'ex'-t.onnded c:c(' c ommunty both 

t'ime, arncI siace, rio4t, onl]. t. hr'ough t:.he faori"er's i f-:e but. bey'o In 

, 
-- t.o en(cc omp as. generat ions bsef ore and af.ter-r -- as well as acro, 

.. gei area..s withiln -i .ch the far'mer and memter s of his.ogoor'aphi.al 

f:amily li ve. We shall1 hopeo to d:emonstr ate that the temporal. and 

spata- l oii.or.s :r'mln are i. n thisdime n" of nijsystcmfNs best. understood 

"-x .:on-d.cl'' c:nt.rox 4: Fa.rmer s dic' ci.sions ao ut. workin.g the 'landI 

dienn d on Suc:h charort:. eri.'s.-.i as ho . l.seld coromp osi: ion,aa 

, im'igr.ati.:ion wi p:i of:inh rit:an: and -- none of -i arIe usu.-ll art 

agri- i it~nment.:farmin systems011 opp l'-r: Ii s t:o cultu'..ral devlop For 

-
example, a farm r's' dec 1si on to plant a specif:ic IRRI variet y 

ric: :i.in the early Khaii4 'a on may ap pear to an agricul.t:l..ir. 

extenosi on agent an a matte of: ar :i ndcividui al's k nowled11ge andLr 


hiu mich he in vo1 vdi
r sourwe, it i:i r e may .. The fam.ily 's- soci al. 

o.i. ons, such as :hiose involvi ng arrangrmlt.s for a daucght.er';si gati 


weddU inq, can i4:lu.ence whot. he.r they wouldii c:hoose to spend lim ited
 

rer ce?~ at tO.i1.h at specL:if4i c mt:ont.4
 

AGF;,TCUL.II..'!URE AND FARM HOLIEHOLDS 

In a devel op in g] c-ount cr like Bargl adesh , airi cultur'e dei nds 

http:AGF;,TCUL.II
http:ucght.er
http:agricul.t:l..ir
http:ogoor'aphi.al
http:ex'-t.on
http:fam.ii.es


10 humalmn labor morn than nrhigh t chnoliogy. 

Tlhus millio'-ns f- far'mer"s and th-eir famie. i -. 

cn, the availabilitiy 


represent the bas..-,i 


4: the succes--,s . of gricul'tural. devel opme:nt[h. or*-ai ure n:n i inal 

pr qrograms. Fhey o',rk t.h land to eed their famii..' and to got. 

,-..'(*i . .-. 4 .- C cI' a -i c'iT, : c ci I J ( T.itt F ­

,a alysi o acjri cultur'al slwCWs. 

s.-,sona 1 and yeAr---y c:ycl es i n crops pf te. t endint, ar"id 

,Just as a c:areful Vcsi. f -fied].d 

,c(:I 

..
"arvrst c:i. ., t cio .ji.th farmi r"i .ami 1ie . The labor re C:E soLir 

,e'p ,:s (?jd hV a fa" - arnd hi . f.mily dependcon the c:ompositionOl 

[c- a mometriI [h'i ] i nl scchoolh n 

workin.g i "ic :i . c .ughter ma and c an otier 

C'f: "ii- h ou.spi:: lci:c';.t giV n .. rl"n' .c:: ]. 

c in rrie d livin i n 

vil.1lagea -- al1 r-_preyi nt lIst labLr' t.o 1:.hte far mer wor : ini hisci 

.fields. T. the depl-..,ti ;o"the- familia.I pool i tnc ]. labor 1:oo 

gr e.t: or i.f h v memhersc. are unable- t.c, t-work it-,the am'i 

agit-ricultur al ac.i.v .R n . 'far musc.t hi.r i.. labo: atti.e t.hI:a r"m trersth th 


a-dditi nnal cost. On the cther hand, abs.-nt -f'am,:ily merbers dco not: 

repr:eent.. i ih a burden as do those living at hcme-

This . lea.ds. t. , con .ider--t. ion th 'e "developmental cycle(Co, of Wn 

the d:meit. group. a pr i nc- pal f:oc:us of s.tudy, al though mort.-ic as 

agricul-tural]. c -cia.'rachers h ave tended to t.re at the fami. y as a 

I a .i.Vpl1 'y :.,aI: c:ci':.:i i iT.. - ec: t ve way to:i.dic: aat. .Onea ei .: ' .. h
 

..h ;mpciral n n-t: :farmlii " nam ies I, .rlcv out
te: dime s-.cior of f il c r 

. ongi.tI udi c-es--I among. a sp i-cI t:i poptlation.r ealrch ecf 

Linf ortutn atel.y, this 'i expensive and requ.ire-as a .onrg--t rm 

comm . :nt o.rif resoitur ceas c bey what. And pr~ sonne Vaondc is nor mally 

ava labl: e cj r prcgr An, altIernoat ive,a in agricu:ltural _esearc::h ams. 


.. -ea::-di' st reportedt. hler"e,
appr'oac h...- V w-e-- - i t[h . t, daci:y on 

irnvolvs.... a c:r"oss-.-sa .icon sstrv .ey0 r sampl ae.i Suchic.,.1 cif!ip I- Fol .t..,t' 



a survey must. be designed so that the farming family's past.
 

preseni:., 
 and future c:an be analyzed. 

FARM HOiSEH(L.DS: MIGRATTON INHERITANCE, AND L.AND USE 

In i-t prespnt st udy, a partic:ular emphasis; has been placed 

on the prob lIem of migration. Since mi. grat:i.on involv.yes the
 

rlovemeint of. peo: ple-: in 
 Rp, - and in time7 it provides the
 

i nvet-: ig at.or:i nt.er.,-ted 
 in agri c:lt ura i .-- ues t. h a cornveni ent 

and seis.it.iv e mech anism for ex amini0ng t:h el tran sfor:~mati ons os
 
ri'a] ho:useou ,l ds. Fu'hhermore , 
 anal y's c:f domesit:i c devel opm.nt. 

(::v:::1 e. i"nthe context:.. of migration bring s i nto p.ay tlie prole:,. .m 

c4 inhe-rian: -\rc:e and land us~e for the present and the futlure
 

nreal:.ration f farmers 
 in Bangladesh. The .far'ming system in rural 

communi ti oc c:ons.i no t oliy of- peopl e wor ki ng the 1 and in the 

oresent. but r :f .. ec:t. the: c:on se.quences of: at.i. ons': :i.n the past ard 

lii ..Snptio'A ouns for the 4 iutur-.
 

Mi 
 jr ati. _n has is moit di reet Iconne:t:i ons to agr:i, :u. ure i n 

:wo idomains ;,cI irst , and most i mport ant i s the c:ont i nui ng 

' "ans-format i on of the vi 1 ]lage popul ati o5ns i n Bangladesh bec:,iuse 

c f the pattherns of exoc amy out--marriage) by which tw'omen tend to 

.eave their nat al commu- :i.ties and move to the vi.lages in vlhich 

theilr husbands r.esid' j' s"cond., migrants.may infl uence: 

aj- .l tural:. act i vi t'i es in the farming households through the 

so-c-.:a]l led "demon strati.n "ef'f ec:t that other :ptionsc, ex,ist Leyond 

t he c onmunIies o{. r::gn. For examp].e , some youij popo:)],e" attend 

sc:ol in -,hec:o unr'ntryside and then cont1inue t:heir higher 

hr'ai ni.neducat.i tna else..w., ere. They represent " a "co;t to -the:ir 
f ami. lies of ojrigin during their Itraining per i od., but of f e,- the 

"r:p :. nf hi-gher ear'rinrgis a.t a la'ter t me. Some ,{-- hese 

http:seis.it.iv
http:grat:i.on
http:HOiSEH(L.DS


earnin-gs may be returned home as remittances to assist the famiY,/ 

me,+-mber's to? survive in the rural setting . Ot, the migrants, 

-- thr'otgh th:;ehi.r" oc:casional visits- home --- may carry new ideas with 

them tlhal: might influence the far'mers' s..t'.es of technolo gy, seed, 

fer ti lizers, or otlher' agri cultural prodcu::ts. 

Inheritan .e is cl..os ely tie-,d to mligration since wmen whow.oJ 


marrv oul and otiher- wh migrat e for educat i ona]l or work purposes 

mut deal wit.h thei s,hare (a- tual or potent ial ) of the 

inheritance rom thei.r parents. B(ecause 1and fragmjtentat ion can 

,-,-ul t1:. frm obs,.er,-vance o F Ist am ic and giovernme nt.al1 aws, 

a' ± cricAulturali sts are 4-aced with seri ous dec i si onsc, regardi,ng 

dispos1i tion of their' among sons and daughters. In t. his: pr'oerty 

c' on tex,t Lb - probl em .o 1 and "ma-nag.ement" becomes i mpLortant 'i.n 

order.... ts k.-p f.arr i1 y o t. p roduc tive. ome f am:i. 1 i e, may become 

] and 1e c- while other's ,.qain .ands from g.ejnerat.ior to cenerati on :in 

sa I."at.io no available forvi 1 it.' o s:where new lands are 

Thus, land ue'in the rural s.ect.or can her seen as res,ulti nj 

'from c:ta'-1:in .c',omb:i.r',ationR- f-f agricult-u al pr'actice:s-,i e ec onomic: 

constr'a ints and npp ort tn-iti.es- and socia 1 .c.Ltatom atch as 

:irnheri.t,:"nce and Who how land, itmicrat'ior,. I:as much where Vs 

loc:at.eon, and how it is u.ed depends on f amilial. h:istory antd 

rea otu .t: s aq well as the quality oi seed, availab iity of 

fertil:. 'zer- and i.rrigati on, and the general environmental 

condi tion suc-h as dr ought f t:ood.or',s or 

CATEGO-RI.ES IF FARM HOIUSEHOL.DS 

Ru- 'a. cmmr:muni.tie.:-a are not horogeneous places. As.ide f.trom the 

http:HOIUSEHOL.DS
http:CATEGO-RI.ES
http:tn-iti.es
http:s.ect.or
http:I."at.io
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non-f armerrs (such asfarmers arddi -vtinction between 

etc.) one ca' differentiate the 
s.tore:eepers, t.rdespeople 

variety of measures. iFor i nsta.nce,-ar'm'in. o pnnpul': |ti.Cn bIa.sed on a 

a Farmer . the.otal amournt" of 1and owned by
cine mi ght e.: ;m'i ne the 

cult ivi.L ivon (incl.ud:. ng lea.sed, re-nted,amnount of .and under 

,i.h,a c:rc pp..:i and rmortgaged lands) t'h.te tot al number of p l0 

CoJnedl, t-he.- t .otal y:. elds from all1 crops, t he total incor..me from 

fFar'ming, or even the net proFit'-- reali7ed from agri.u(:ltural 

acti. vities. Whatever 	 measure or c.rombination of measures is used, 

in rural B.angidesh reveals
the real:itv of agr.icul:ural lif e 

1 evel s range frv-om
di.Ff rn "cai ss.:es of ;armors whos. e ec onomi c 

(cf-. Howe. 198.5.45-51).to reasonably pro:.perousvery ,oor 

In the pr ese.nt .tu.y wudvve f.ollowe i common prac::t i cehave 

into "classes"di vi ding agqricul.turalists(Wallace 1984) by 

agriculturacl land owned For
=,cordi. ncg to the, total amount of 

divide f arming households into three cla.sses­
,L.r purposres we 

or no
Margi. Sma.l,l l anr'd L.arge. -uI eoi lds wi:th littlei: 	 , 

0 and 49 dec'imals or 0.0 and 
agricultural land (i.e., b tween 

more subst ant ial
0,.49 acres.) are .abeled "Margina]." thos?.e with 

2.49
hol di r"s (:i . e., between 50 an-d 249 dec i ma].s or 0. ,5 and 

1.," and those with even greater hol ding
i-creA) are ca.led "Sima. 

acrse) are called "L.argje."
(i.e., over 250 decim.alm]s or 2.5 
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A GENERAL.. FRAMEWORK FOR ANALYSIS OF FARMING SYSTEMS 

f aSin we have discussd several o.f t c::entral comporents cf. 

a general f:ramework fcr the analysis cf +arming systems in rural. 

Bagr.adesh. To c:cimpl1ete- the pict-ure, it. i,.i necessary to 

irntr-r.-dnc:e morei.: c:pi! l].,ex i y. The major c:omiopnents of a more 

comprehesr:i ve flramewori'-k ir:lude are listed in Figcure I., TV? 

major c: ompone..nts are: Popul.at:ion, Hous,-ehold., Mi gration, L.and 

s.i.:n Land AgrVi cul ture,A(:cqui. ,i , OLrersh:i.p and Ternancy,:v and Farm 

C:I as... 

Ir' gner-al, we smgj.eSt that the Pc:,p.l.lat iron component is the 

:oi nt with which to gn analyis. Data on c::an then"Ieci. ridividual.s 

bemerged into a higher level. of analyis assoc iatecd wi th the 

lcusehodsc component. The Mi gration (component in-fluenrces the 

c..omp ost:ion of the p.opulat.:ion and households. The Land 

Ac: qui 'i t.i on comI:)c:ipnent deal wi th who obt-a:inrs howw ritc l' 1 ari d 

tlhronugh what mtechan is,. The Land Owlner ship and Terancy 

co.imp onent in volvesh t:h control over land bv iindi vidual s as. 

mant-i i f ;s.t ed thr'oughout. thei r f an'i 1 i es and househol ds. The 

AOg-ric.lt cure component com bires, the envi ronmerntal, te-chnol1ogi c:al 

and htuman labor i o.Lt' ,. wi.'th produc:tion outplutUs. Fina].1, the 

I-Farm CIlas s. ci videso th.he acjtu :u.1 4 U" .l i t.-. c: -inilrint l e into t: hr ee 

c.:ategcori es -- Margi nal, Smal,1 and Large -- on the bas. si of the 

tot.a] amr:,unt: of aglrictul.itural 1and owned. 

http:AOg-ric.lt
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FIGIRE 1. CoMPnNENTS OF A GENERAl... FRAMEWIORk 

FOR ANALYSIS OF FARMING SYSTEMS IN BANGI.ADESH 

(continued) 
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THE RE£iEARCH PROJECT
 

The present projiect developed +rom a concern for a better
 

understanding of the relat:ionship between rural population 

movrents and agri cul'tural development. By bui.lding on previous 

research in Lwo villages -. Choto Kalampur and ,JalshaEoro Hi ssa 

-. in Dhamrai I..pazilla under Dhaka District where previous 

farm:i ng syste.-ms and soc:i al anthropul cai cal nesar.ch has beetn 

acarrie.ed ot..,t. i.t was the aim of the current project to .st.tdy in 

depth c:er'tain .Fact or s jhic h had not re-:ceived suffi cient 

attention. In partic.u].ar we wished to ex.amine the pro blems of 

land fr'agment:io-,n and land iniheri t.anc;e as these were related to 

mi nr-atinn.r- An initial ope'ratir'ng hypothe:sis of the research 

pro:ect -Fcrsed on the 1 i:age o0f mar'r:iaq pp att:'erns 

(specifically, village exogcgamy and pairiloa:al residence) and the 

var i ab:ility o.-fland hocdings between men and women. The approach 

to thi.s oh.1 em as involv -d a detailed consideration ofI.' tpi-


individua] and household variables withi.n a crss-s-ec:tional 

surve-.y of sample households in the two vii]ages. It. is 

ant. ic ipated that h e results of the research project, when 

cmh:i ned with earlier research on the "Role of Rural Women i n 

Technology Adoptior" in theme same commun.ties, will c ontr'ibute. 

t-o a I:etter understandingqof the diversity and complexity of li-'fe 

chances for the inhabitants of the Bangl.adesh countryside. 

Spec:ii.c: research ol je :ti ves of the study were: 

a) assessment o-f di-fer'en,t types o-f mi grants in rural 

Bangladesh in terms .of' the patterns o-f rural.--rural, 

r'ur'al[ --urban , an-d ur' an -rural moveenrre-ts; 

b) a;sessment o-f scci al and demographic: 

http:partic.u].ar
http:nesar.ch
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charac:terist.i.s: of these migrants, with special attention 

to age sex,e marital status, education, oLcupation, etc.; 

) assessment of the spatial and temporal patterns of 

populatic:,n movement involving the sampl.e, village 

households; 

d) assessment of the impaci of migration on the 

agricul tuiral sy.t ems of the sample communities. with 

pecial atitent:ior to problems of land owrers'.hip, land use, 

i nher it anc:e, anc frag mntation; 

e) a.ses .ment of the rel at ionshi p o-f the life cycle 

of mi-gran ts ar d the development of domestic groups 

invclved in acrivi itci , spagjricul.t. ,.-- :. es1:v., . th rcial 

attention to the prc-pects that migrant remi.ttances
 

i n.fluerce changes in standard (of- li'vin g for rura].
 

households.
 

RESEARCH PROCEDiJRES 

SEL.EC'TION OF FIEL.D RESEAR:H SITES 

A'tt the outset, ilt was intended to ex.,amine agricultural 

comm:uni ti. s direc:y.v rather than t hr ough analysis of secondary 

data. Although a review nf the compar at:tve literature a n the 

social and economic: dimern si or-s oF agricu:.lture in Bangladesh was 

rnnducted (cf. W-allace and Kemper 19a4 1985), it revealed 

that r-elativel v fe,:L studi.es been on.w .Fie].'-based hTad conducted 

r el evant. top i c s. Moreover' i ven resourc e and iper sonnel 

, t i o nlimia. s., it was. dciedir-d to do intensive .fiel.d research in a 

limited number- of ::ommurnities rather than to att emp: to c:onduc't a 

la-ge--sc al e sur-vey o-f- nuimer OLs ccoIrmlln.li i e'.t t.hr oiughou the 

cont r y. 

http:ccoIrmlln.li
http:studi.es


In this co nt.ext, it was decided to c:onduct field 

i nvest.i gati ons :i n two cor.mmuni ti es -- Choto l<al ampur ard Jal sha 

Baro Hissa -- where provinu:-sE research had been done by BARC and 

other organ:izations. In particular, the decision to choose these 

two co-nmmuni ties was a consequence..0 of the avai 1 abii i ty of a 

sut anti al amount. of backgcjr-ound i nformat'i on col lected by the 

earl ie'r project', teams (see BJRI 1981, 1982 19B3, Wallace 1984, 

198" Wallar:e., Ah,-a; Ahgan and -ussain :i.n press). The selection 

o4 Kalampur as a r -. earch s.,ite by the ea'rlier investicators was 

det er mi ned by, thre--e po, nt, (1) the pr eenc e there of a B,'JRI 

cropping n..y.-tems SiL"' (2) its pre sumed r epresentativeres' o4 the 

region wi'th:itn Dhamrai Upaz.la of Dhaka District; and (3) its 

convenie.ncot. locat:ion along the Aricha hijhway about 90 minutes 

drive northweat of Dhaka (s-ee Wallace 1984 f-or details.). The 

selection Fof, al.- ha as a second research site was related to its 

.oc:ati .i a mre isolated rural area near Kalampur. It was 

ex.pecte:d to he .e 'ss su.bject to the immediate imp act of 

agricul'tural devel opment programs and other urban--based 

influences and would li.kely reveal more traditi onal. .forms. o­

soci:a, econ]. and agr'icultural organiz ati..on tha- wouldcie:n(omic, 

ilampnr Ta ken t:oge:ther, the two r esearch c ommun it:ies~ woul1d 

prcrv:ide i nf'ormat.ion aIoua a br..o rangle ofhr-ader rural. 

agriculturalists than wou].d research in a si ngle village. 

In these earlier field t-.udies, 34 hcuseholds were sele"t ed 

f rom each village. Thi s rep-resented approxi mately a 10% sample 

from- Choto Kalampur and a 16% sample f.r-om ,Jal sha Borohissa. The 

sample From each vill.-age was selected on a random basis acc:ording 

to the reclative proporti ons of househol,ds.. in four .farm clas­
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categor:i '.- Landless, Small, Medium, nnd Large. In the present 

-fo
s.tudy t.hes-e rur c:ate.gories i-re u'c ed to thr.e- "far'm clas1,s 

ca:'t egories by combinirncg the c.a't.-.egories'-. of Lardless. and Marginal 

into he single class Marg..jinal. 'Tlt. ,sample. characteristic:,s are 

given r,n Tab le 1. 

Re:'c .se oF the con.fusio.nr'; 'i.nii the 1 it erature ovc.er cl assi f'yinog 

Banglad,:-shi. .f-arners as-. t tenant .Farmers:. and s-iarecroppers- (Wce 

,ann zi: and Feacth 1.977) antd becaue W.ofthe methci ordoloical 

,roc:;.em. suc h c.ategnoriee c:re.:at.e tenants and sharecrop:pe" as 

c1 ,a . of - armii.r. wer-e, noi- used inn 't-hese earl i er t.Ludi es. For 

e'amr le , a lancdle!:ss htar ecrCpJ:per is never a large. land owner but 

a .ar'ge .and ownr- may be a shar-ecropper. 

TABLE . ,. SAMPLE HOiUSEHOL.DS BY FARM CL.ASS 

I<AL.AMF'tR ,JALSHA 

FARM ACT.A.. SAMP.LE ACrTUAL SPFL.E 

CLASS HOI.SEHOL.DS HOLJSEHOLDS HOUSEH(.DS HOJSEHOL.DS 

Large 112 R 22 

Small 179 13, 110 Q. 

Margi nal 13 71 13 

Total 351 34 203 34 

These 60 houo-lds. served as the primary basis f;or- data 

rnbout. host.ehol c.ompo.sit.tion, .and ..se7 and mi. grat.i or- ir; Kalampur 

and ,al.!',a. Rtt d iti, onal informr,ation was als.o colle::ted from 

nt h er v 1] ane",'', at ut these and rel ated issues 't.,hrotgh standard 

Pt':hn:ograp h: -Fi.e .c'.r me::thods (c:f. fPelto and Pe].to 1979). 

3 

http:HOJSEHOL.DS
http:HOUSEH(.DS
http:HOI.SEHOL.DS
http:HOiUSEHOL.DS
http:roc:;.em
http:con.fusio.nr
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FIELD RESEARCH 

Fieldeci',.-!-h e.1n in the summer 1994. and continued t:hrough 

19285. It: w'as. d~et:.elrmirned tha{t a ser~ie- s of survey q.l.uestionn'ailres 

would i-be u,.-e'd to acquire the dat o needed for anal.ysis of the 

rel at:i on'hi ps ,among the pri nci pa]. comprnent.s of the framework 

dsi.cibed above. The res;earc:h team de.igned, pre-tested , and 

admirnist.e r-d three major surve oy questionnair es as part of t.his 

proj.ect: (a) Hounehold Scurvey; (b) Migration Survey; and (c) Land 

The c l- E, hol d Survey was admi nis 'te.red to the household beads 

of 34 s.ampl :. houeho:l dsc in I<.-1 ampur and 34 sampl eo househol dsi in 

Jalsha. Thi q hous,eholdls wer e seleect:ed be:ause they were the same 

as t'hose us-e d :i.n the earli:e-.r oroject on "The Rolte of Rur al Women 

in Technology AdotiF)n"I n It. was impcrtan': to have an establihed 

w relspondenls 

of tIh .-,;t: 

r rappot.lh the bIec.ause of the 1lengthli and c:ompllex i t.y 

qairirnna' re. 

The Migr'at i.on Survey was designed to be admi nis. t.ered to both 

i n-i jrants anid out-mi gr'ants.fr om the sampl e hou.sehol ds i n the 

[twoc c:m Iti[: The potentIi al mi grant i nter'vi ewees wereCliln 

a] i I.L . rmn the st ecdi i I: i 1 n f i e d Ur person iil on the p op ul ta i on 

i::enlu:. m-.,ct :i om the Heni ehlold Surve'y. 1 .alampur' a tot.al, of 

46 i n--mi g(",I'an . ,19 rants,.-; w:r e 1 Cn-rated and in t orvi ewed;and oIut--.rr c 

in ,alsh a 44 in-migr'ants and 37 nut -migrans: were clone. In all 

C:a , the number of migrrlrant.n inte.r vieowed was a reasonable 

pr opor tion of Ihose:, knrown to e>xisnt. For I.the Ialamp ur and Ja].sha 

in-migrants, all. w :re .fCoun-d and inr'nIttvieowed. The more di.fficult 

'aI.:: :'. i : r"u. o' . +n. { i nd itg and :1.rlt ,rvi ewi ng the out--mi (Jrant . 

F:ir <al amplur, 55 mig ranths ari o 4549 of weret.-c, on ad ci '- J .lsha 37 of 

http:oIut--.rr
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were dnne. In most c.ases, the migrants.were living in villages 

in the same upaz:illa --. Dhafnrai -- in whic(h both Kalampur and 

Jalsha are located. However, in some insLances, the researcher s
 

had to pursue the out-migrants to more distant villages and 

t own . 

The .and Use Surv.y w-Jas administered to all 34 sample 

house-..holds ili both I<a.ampur and in Ja .sha. It was intended to
 

prcvide pl ot-wi se and season-wise data on crops, seeds, 

fert.ili:-ers , pesticid ,, and other aspects of agric:ultural irnpute 

arid pr oducti on for the sampl e. households. 

DATA AIYi.. SI3
 

The resulit.s c,bt.a ined from Lhe 'threesurvey questl.ionnair'es 

were pre.-.pareod f or analysis through use o.f codiebooks., data coding 

for ms., and computer word processing progr ans. Thus_, the 

resFn ss to the items on athe que.'st ionnaires were conver'ted by/ 

time-con,sumi ngj prccess intoc, a format compathible with 'the 

Stati st'i cal Fackage-F or the Social Scieonces ("PiS/PC+), whi ch w:as 

used to creoate statistic.cal tables for the rumerous vari ables. 

anal yvo'd (Ncrusi e 1 9.") . In addi. on1i, consi. derabl e manual 

tabulation and calculati 
on of data was done. The bulk of the 

dat a anal yet w frm ­,-,asdone i.n the per i od mi c:1198, to mi d-1986, 

r th of the i tern responses to theSe'jin n t': t t rans-F err i ng 

codosheet.s and the sub equnnt entry 'f the codes-,eet.s into the 

c,::omputer (IBMl PC). Duir:ing :h Sprinr"g andl Summer 1986 , lhe actual. 

s:atis t: cal anal ,sis . as f ,,F'C-+.. 

T in in port,.an-.t1 rtnot:e htorr'e that, altlhc,ugh al1 questic: ,on 

done oh PF'-S! 

naire 

it. r'e-,opnse- wet'- t.ransfe-orred to t'he codeheei. em . n1o. a]. llwere 

Pn1-r oced inir",b the c:omput.er for SF'SS/F'C+ aralysis ehc:ause- th-,ere 

http:c:omput.er
http:port,.an


were too many non.-r esporsrss or missing d ata to make the 

st:,at:i st.ic-al procedure' worthwhile. On the oth eir hand, numerous 

new var:i.ab1 es were created on the computer 't-hrogcjh t r ans'-for mat i on 

or aggr-egation of the or-ig'i nal r'esponse.os. For e>xamp]le, the 

variab le for "'Farm Class." was created by calculating the amount 

of agr'i culiural .and (which involved subtract:ing the­

non--agricult-ur al land from the agricultural land) for each of the 

sampl ].e householdis in the two research communi ties. S:ubsequent.y, 

it was poss:ible to add the "Farm Class" variable to the data sets 

der'ived .from the Land Use Survey and [the M:i gration Survey. 

PRESENTATION. OF RESEARCH RESULTS 

In the foilowing chapters we present the principa] findings 

of the r'esearch conduct.ed in I<alampur and Ja1.ha, In Chapter 2 

we give some background in. ormat,ion on the characteristics of the 

two communti . wi th emphasi s.. wA cn thei r envi ronmental,, 

dcmographic, and economic cond'i.t.ions. In Chapter 3 the 

agricul.tural practic es of f.armers in Kalampur and Jal sha will be 

des::rihed in light of tenancy arrangements and the cost of 

farmirig. in Chapter" 4 we examine the :haraclterisot:cs of the the 

sample Iouseho.ds :irn Kalampur and Jal.sha in detail, with speci.al 

-focus ,on their developmenital c:cl e char act:.eristics. "InChapter 5 

the 3 and ac qui si t i on and 1 and i nher i tance strat egi es among the 

sampl Ihouseholds in Kalampur and Ja lsha will be analyzed. In 

Che.cter 6 lthe c:haracter:itic:s of the migrants to and fr-om 

Kaa.ap..ur and ,];- -hla be inhe].will dic:ussed terms of the far m cla s 

cat.geqories of. '-.he r hoLlm-.hol ds of desti nati on or ori gi n 

r espcit.i vel Y. Fi nal 'ly., i n Chapter 7, we summarize the 

relat'ionr-ships a-mong tam"iche. prirncippal compoi enents. ot the general. 

http:speci.al
http:Iouseho.ds
http:conduct.ed
http:r'esponse.os
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framewcrk for analy.sis otf +arring systems in r-raLAv-:.. Bangladesh in 
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CHAPTER TWO 

CHOTO KA<Y-LAMvPUR AND ,ALSHA BOROHISSA 

THE LAND AND THE PEOPL.E 

In this chapter, we describe the villages of Choto Kalampur 

and alsha B..rhissa Wallace(c*f... 1994, Wallace, Ahsan, Ahsan, 

and -ussain in press., B,:RI 1991,0982,1923).To understand the 

relatio nshipns hetween the land and the people, wEe shall ex amine 

the general envir'cnm.ontal historical-economic, and democ raphi c 

contexts for the rural agr-iculturalists in these two c.ommunities. 

To c:inc]. ude the chapter, we shall dis :uss the general 

r:haracteristics of land owner'ship in Kalarnpur and ,]alsha. 

ENV .IR-ONMENT 

setting of .-- ocated 

the delta rogi on of the great Ganges, Brahmaputra and Meghna 

The unique envinorimentanl . Bangladesh in 

, 

river" syst.ems -- is a major li mi'tat.i on on humar exploitation of 

the !and,. Most of the country is less than -fi ftec-n meters above 

Fea level and is; Wsubject to fl oodin'g and silting during the peak 

o F I: he monsoon floods. Ancther c ,onsequ.,ence the annua].of 

f .oodi ng and sil t:ing is the shifting of river beds. the erosion 

of their banks, and the destructi on of villager's' fi elds. Of the 

t wo. c:.ommun ities studied.. Kalampur h ag so far suff-ered more 

severl v 'from Flo d i ng ecause of its 1 oc: at ion next. to the river. 

http:1991,0982,1923).To


Bangl adesh has a tropi cal monsoon cl imate7 charac-terized by
 

two di st::i nc::t season- a cool .eason and a longer warm 
 sea or­

(Islam et al. 1981, Rashid 1977). In 
 the region of Kalampur and 

Jalsha, the mean January temperature in 60 F and the mean July
 

temperat urie is 82 F. Mean temp'e'-ature, however, does not reflect
 

the range and 'variati on in t.he regi.,nal micro::limate. During the 

winV., r month . th t:emperature in IKa]ampr and Jalsha may drop as 

low a..s. 49 F. A womar dress.ed in a sar-i or a man in his lungi can 

".feel" very cold during this time of the year. During the summea­
months-,the t emperature ca reach 10( F, making work in the 

fi e.lds andi:1 arot.t-d th.e house ver'y fatiguing. 

The monsonr climate, generally fertile soils, and the 

artivities of :he human p::opulation in.fluenc:e the type of 

vegetat.i on tht; gr'towsi in Biagladesh. Ir Kalampur- and al.sha7 

s;i tu..ated about s-:i.x mters above sea.. evel a].l'ost all 'the green
 

veg'jet.ati. on exsts e:a..us.e of human 
 acti vity. Ex cept for some 

grasses and a few shrubs and small trees, all the vegetation
 

grow:ing :i.n the area 
 is useful to the human populat:-ion. Land is 

simply too valu.able for agricultural purposes to al low a 

si griicant amount of unst.able veget.at:ioi t o fl1ourish. For a].l 

pr acti:ica]. .rposes, the fl. or'a d .i men sion of t-he environment in 

Ka1. amp ur and CTa 1,sha is "human" made. ThiI human i nt erventi on i n 

the landscape has led the geographer Rashid (1977"129) to say of 

Bang]adesh: "the rows of graceful pa].ms, the deep green masses 

of margo trees, the light green splas.hes of the clumps of bananas 

and the e:a'thery bamboo, Al1 arranged neatly around the huts and 

water tanks, makes the countr\side .ook l.ike a garden,' 

http:dress.ed


The soils of l< al-ampur and Jisha are in what is generally 

referred to as the Brahmaputra tr'act. Grey 'in color', without
 

developed profiles, light 
 loam to clay loam in character., the 

soils are wel] suited f or gr'ow:ing traditional rice and jute
 

crops. 
 They ar ot deficient in nutrienrts for traditional, 

local variet'y crops (Afim 1981), but to grow successfully the
 

newer high yielding 
crops, it is necessary f-,or farmers to add 

n.vtr'ieriets to the sail. Often, because of economic and political 

forces he y i-,nd the cont ol of local agr,iculturalists, the c-o t of 

the appropriate fertiliz.:ers is prohi bitively high.
 

The amount anid timing of the 
yearly rain fall tois cr-i'tical 

the well bein-j of t he farmer and his famil.y. If there is a 

drought durig t:'he dry season and the sparse rains do not come7 

the far-mer can lose his whole crop. If the morsor- is early and 

heavy, there i. too much water and the rice crop may be
 

destroyed. 
 I.f the monsoon is heavy and .asts into Octob.r, 

another rice czrop and the jute crop may be destroyed.
 

In genera 
. the r'ainfall, temperature, and soils of the 

region of Kalampur and Jalsha provide the basis for nearly all 
farm househol.ds to produce enough food to maintain at least a 

subsistence level of living,. Uinofortunately, rainfall., 

temperature, and scil s are only three of the var'iables affecting 

agr'iculture. L.and d'i. str:i bution, irrigation, technology, soc ial 

organizat.'ion, pol:.tical factors, and even religion also influence 

the success or failuir-e of local farming. 

http:househol.ds
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H I STORI CAL.--ECONOM IC DEVELOPMENT 

The regi on now called Bangladesh has been subject to c:olonial 

ex plo tati on by nati or-sitates whs:) dec isi onr-mak i ng center s have 

been far removed from the l ocal scer-,. The delta region was 

formally incorporated 'int. the Moghul empire in 1576. For the 

followirng "two centuries, the regional economy was dominated by 

tradi t.ional "ice: cultivation, although the agricultural system 

was becomi.rn g more di::vers'i f ied and the 1 ocal 1 ilk and cotton 

industry we'-e the basis of a gro-Jwing e:port trade. By the late
 

1700s, the British East Trdia Company had gained effective 

control over the region, and fo-ral British governmental control 

f oll owed ir 1857. 

During.) this period, the traditi onal balanced agrarian economy 

was. transformed 1 nto a paroduct.i !'V. em fors.n raw materi al s 

dedicated to serving the needs of Bri.tish industry and colonial 

economic po.icies. Local textile manuf acturing suf fered in 

compet'ition with mac:hine--made goods imported from England. Cash
 

crops suc:h as indigo and saf f-ower -- and later, jute and -­tea 

were emphas ized at the e:pense of. traditional food c:r'ops. Thus, 

the regi on bec-;ame fir mly tied to the world system of production, 

consumpti on, and di stri buion.ht.:i 

The situati on remained relatively unc:hanged until the 

partition of India and the creation of East Pak:istan in 194 7 when 

the British retired from active coloni al control of the region. 

The old colonial regime was transferred from London (and Delhi) 

to a new poi.tic:al system in Karachi. The anticipated 

post-c olon al economic boom did not occur in the region called 

Easat Pa..i.t.n. Agricultur"e did not prosper- in the 195s even 

http:becomi.rn


-25­

though the population was beginning to expand dramatic-ally. From 

being a net agricu:]ltural exporter, the recjion became a food 

importer by thp late 1.960s. Much of the ec:onomic: surplus 

generato.d by the farmrs of East Pakistan was transferred through 

national admi. iist.r'ative policies to benefit industrial 

develorpment in West Pakistar. The inequiti e.: in conditions 

I: teen the two Pa,.kist.ans r eow worse dur'ing the 1ate 1960s; the 

War of L.iberati.on was. the result, 

In 1971 the new nati on of Bangladesh was born in the wake of 

a c:on.flict that had taken perhaps 500,000 lives, forc.-d millions 

•From thii" homes and village_ and destroyed much of the 

:in rastruc:tur'e for regional economic development in ci'ty and 

courtvyside,. The legacy of c:enturies of colonial exploitation 

under the Moghuls, the British, and then We.t. Pakistanis 

re..ulted in little that c:ould ,serve as the basis of rapid 

rconnm r deve] opment to m-eet the new nation's serious needs. Xs 

A- thur andI hcNicol. have said, "Bang1 adesh today retains 

essenti a] I.v the same economic base that had been establ.i shed by 

the 1050s: culti'vat ion of rice, jute , and a few cther crops and 

ex.port of agricultural goods, mainly raw jute and i anfactured 

jute roducts.=. Even thouglh total output i n 1 arger , so too i s 

Finopulatin: with the resul't that the irport ant qual i'tat.ive 

indexes . crop ,i,.ds, labor produc:tivity, and real. incomes 

sght worseed over the- have shown i . m ovement or even have 

years" 11978: 264) . 

UInfortunat elyv we know relatively l.ttl 1e of the econornic 

hisi ory of the communities of Kalampur- and , al sha. Is appears 

that tlhe general picture given above also applies to the ir 
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inhabitants. Their- populati on; have been expanding in recent 

decades: whil.e produc:tion has been unable to keep pae. The 

subsistence economy i,-s now ].inked permanently to the regional, 

national, and internationral market. --.wth the result that the 

villagers can t.c.rdo 1 le in 'hlit more (:ontrnl 'i, 4are in the late
 

1980s5 tla'-an t:hey could in earllier" times.
 

THE COMMINITY SETTING 

l.alampur and Jalsha are loc-.ated appro'imately 35 and 42 milei 

resipec:ti y welw-:st-..nor-thJest of Dhaka , the nati onal c api'tol. 

lKalampiu- is easily acceRd. hle to Dhaka via the Aricha Highway but 

is suf ii: entiv dis--tant t.o be outside its immediate sphere o+ 

i n-F luene. M'an' of the re-. dents of- Kal ampur , espec: al 1 y w(omen, 

ch:. ldr-n and ol d people, have never been to Dhaka. 3alsha is 

ac essible to Dhaka Lecau e it. is situated seven mile.s. west 

from L:alampur along a nar'row road which was frequently impassibJ.e 

by vehicle dur'ing the r-ainy season, until it was paved in early 

S906. 

Adminis -ratively, a.ampur and Jal .h.ha ar, si't..uated in Dhaka 

Oli etrict. D-aL.a Sadar N Sbclivi .i:on,i nV, Dhamrai Upazilla, and 

Sutipara inio(n. Ther-e wer-.e appro:nimat-ly 15,895 people living in 

23526 hIouseholds in S"ti para Union in 1974 (BBS 1974). :alampur 

•is bor der-ed on the north h, D-pashy and Bhalurm n, 'n.he east by 

I<a..hipur and Dau'lia. on the weste'. by Bordatia and Sutipar, and on 

the suc.h v Sr'eer'ampur IJanrnar , Shi ho ii a , and Badhargjani 1. 

da!clsha ine bounded on th e, norrth by Ku -heb:inu", IKaulipar-a and 

Durgapur on the eas' by Bot-)klher"to] a , Dur'gapur, and Bar'n 

Amorpur and on the west by Arunna.ia and Gahor-"par-a. Bo.th 
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Kalampur and Jolsha villages are divided :into two more or less 

equal sectionE.. Kalampur is divided by the Aricha Highway into a 

north and south sec:tion and Jalsha in divided by the Kapalipara 

canal.
 

Kalampur is the econormic and s.icial center of the villages in 

the immediate regicon. There is a dirt and brick road, a little 

over a mile long, l.:inking the bazaar with the Aric ha Highway. 

There is a steady :1low of people and ric: haw.Js along this road 

daily. The primary school and high sc-hool for the area is 

lc ::ted near the Ka].ampur bazaar. "There are two rrosqu.es and two 

madra.s.ah (religious trainingc:ent-:er'.) in I<a.ampur. Also there 

are gjovermrent o:fices.., a ::: offi ie, arid several governmernt. 

'self--hel p procagrams :i Kalampur. Electricity has reached parts of 

Kalampur and in sec:tion,- of the village irrigati on f cilities 

are wel 1 cilevel oped. 

Jals-ha ha,s fe-w of the modern facilities charac e:rizing Chot.o 

Kalampur. The nearest market for the people of ,Jalshais located 

about three mi.1-, along the road to Kalampur. If the villagers 

of Ja]l1 ha want to sh.op during haat. (market) cay, they must walk 

or ride a rickshaw to more distant towns, including Kalampur. 

There is only one sc::hool in Jalsha and it. is for primary grades 

only. Electricitv has not reached most of Jalsha and irrigation 

" 
faciliti.ies are less well developed than in Kalampur Although 

Jalsha has al. wayn be-n more :isolated (the paving of the road from 

Kalampur cuts the travel time to the main highway to less than 20 

mi.nutes h.- car f.ron, the prev:ioutis one hour or more) , the villagers;y 


of Jalsha do not perceiv: themselveso to be les*s sophisticated 

than the reridents of Kalampur. 
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POPLLAT I ON
 

Acco-ding to a 197.3 c:enu's, there were approwimately 1800
 

individuals living in 351 households in 
Kalarnpur and about 1500
 

individuals in 203 households in ,alsha. It appears that the
 

popul ati:ons of both commu.n:1. ties have continued to grow, but no 

complet,: enumerat ion has, been carried nut in the pasat decade. 

Our ,ampl ,-s.urvey - 34 houseLholds. in each c ommiun i.'ty suggess 

that. the typical hou,.sehold in <a]ampur c.ontains 6.3 person. while 

that ;in ,]alsha has 5.5. These fig.-ures seem reasonable inilight 

of the 1973 census r' :ey. Detailed data on population 

composi,t ion of the two villages at the level of household ,and 

farm c::la- are givon in Chapter 4. 

The. Houshr-o].d Survey data :includes 215 persons for Kalampur 

and 186 for 3:al.ha. The aver'age age f or t:hu two sample 

nopulation . was almos't identi cal . 22.6 -ears old for the %rrmj.r­

and 22.9 for the .at ter'. Of those surveyed :in Ialampur, 117 

(54.4%) are reported to he unmarried, 90 (41.9%) married, 7 

(3.3%) wi. dowed, and 1 (0.5%) divorced,. The parallel 'figures for 

3alsha are 93 (50.0%) unmarri d, 84 (45.2%) married, and 9 (4.8%) 

wilowed (and none divorc:e>:,d). Again, these data sugges-t that 

similar demooraphic: pr'or en'.ses are at work in both communities. 

At this point i:t is worthwhile to mention that the population 

c fa]. ampur and 3]a].J ha cannot he under'stood only :in 't.er'ms of the 

lora], c:ommunit:v .se:tinos-. The .,o ].patter'ntraditioral of patril oc:al 

re.siderce and village exogamy results in a steacdy movement, of 

both vill.ages ' ,youngJ females to other places in the region. 

Morever, th'is- rtural :--rnur'al on movement i s.... popul at: Suppl emented 
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by a certa:i.n flow of men and women to other destinations in the 

regi on and beyond for purposes of educati on , work , marri age, and 

even inheri:arce of property. 

Thus, it is necessary to corsider Kal ampur and ,Jal-.ha as two 

focal point-s of a population distr'ibuti on in the region rather 

than si mplv a. two places on the rap. Although the stereotype 

held by urban dwel. I er' o o: their vil 1 age counte.rparts.. i s that 

agr-icul t.ura Ji. sts are ted -,per-man en t ' 1 and , appearsto the it 

.hat perhaps half o.f the people in Kalampur and Jalsha have lived 

or will live some years out:side of these vi.lages. 

On t he ba.is' of r esponses to the Householid Survey , we find 

that on]v 163 (75.8%) of our Kalampur r.sample populati n was born 

thecre; for , alsha the figure is .40 (75.3%). Indeed, the people 

mur veyed ti Va].ampur and J a.s-ha repr.s,:n t, more than 30 different 

villag-e wil:hin the Dhamr ai Upaa:il].a, as well. as .ever al located 

in near'by Upa i llaG. T-f we assume that the proportion of people 

survee wOf~'ho w er e h orn elsewheiL re -- i n nearlyv all c ases women whn 

come or go becausce of mar'ritage-, arran erments -- appr io:mat.e s the 

wumbrswhowill in turn denart Kalampur and dalsha, then about 

hal f of. each prnpulation woul d reside outs.ide the two sample 

common it" i e- dur i ng thei, r' .. t i mes. 

EDUCAT ION 

Al though we have no in f.or-mati on about the overall. educ'ati onal. 

levels .of all person in Kalamour and ,]alsha, our Household 

Sur'vey doe hhed come light on the situation. We find that the 

range r.f educ''-ation is from i lliteratee to urn i ver- i-sity graduate in 

I<a! iampur and .from i. . i tr ate to Hi gher Secondary Certi fic.ate 
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Passed in ,]lha.o with aill the di.Fferent, levels of pr'imary and
 

high s choil i.n fbetween'. U : we exc,lude childr'en below age ten
 

f-rcim our analysi, then the patt.ern of 
 literacy and education
 

u c et,'. ..thait Iieh v'e re.e ived 
 I'CJLIc. tcmor e e tin than women anid 

that peo:o .1e n Ithe I -fa,rm -Iasso hrst. ehol d,: are more li. ke. y to 

hiave s,-ime f:(mial sc-hooin] i .l'trhan are peop le in the Small and 

Marlginal farm 4:l a househol(ds-. Cert.ainly , most of the 

4:tuncictinal.1.v liiterat.e individuals are likely vto be found in Large 

fa rm houselhiolds-. Moreover, it is cleara:'s-Ia-s 

-rom an anal.ysis of. 

the educat... cnal charFacteri ii:. s.1of out-mi gr ant that the Large 

.farm c:l as I"hose.(lolds are most likely to be the source of the 4:ew 

c:::ol ege-ed:ucat ed :t r-cdi vi dual f4:rcm Kal aFmpur and ,]a)sha. 

Whii.e 74..0% of ll adult.s inc the K a lamplur- sampIe oo~ ulati on 

wer'e c lass;i.f'ied as illii:erate. 21.3% had some forma. schooling up 

through Primary (L.ey. El) , and 4.7% had gone to high sclho0ol or
 

beyond. Analysis :f the data according to farm class reveals 

:hat pe- -son-swho ich:long to Large farm c:1 ass ho.sehc.1ldcls are 

underrepresented, in the il
1 iterate category, while those fr-om 

-m..i. farml Class hose.tShioldsi are over' preserted in c::at.thi atgjory 

ar-d those f-1rom Marginal 4:arm cl.ass households are represen:ed in
 

. I i:ed 

For ,]alsha, 65.8% of 

ahbout t h ex pec proport:ion. 

the adult sampl e is reported to:tbe 

i]l.iterat.e 25.B% had some formal scihooling up thr.:.gh Primary
 

(Lev, 8) , acid 9...3% h;ad gone t n Higoh Sc:hool. or b eyonid. Here also 

th- mmi.er. of. Large fam ic-ass househol,ds ar, e under"represented 

in t hee ] iitier ate '.ateg_:Iory.,. However , Sma I farm c 3asE; 

idndivi duals have ao:ut the exp-ected proporti ci of ii :i.l:erat.e 

,'hile Mar'gi:nal farm class ind:i viduals are slig.chtl/
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overrepresented in this category. In sum, there :is not a linear 

rolation..-,hip in the sample pcpulatio..-,ns between level of e.du:ation 

f arm class categcoriE. 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES 

Ths primary occ-upation rof 7%'of the heads of hcusehoId in 

Kalampur and 76% cf the h';eads of ho'.sehocld :in ,]alsha in'vo.ves 

angr'icult u-e., i .e, they r egul a rly farm land that they own, rent'' 

d.."d/or 'haer-. . manBedr r ,. r-ut peop:,le work as:ide from hou..seh .]d
 

herwad., huswe need 
 to ex.amine the. overail pro-file of 

ocu(:r.upati ons i- t.h sampl1.e p opul at:ion to reveal the tc~t.al. pattern
 

of econoim:i c: -I':ivi ti es.
 

The 1 argest 5:.i ngl. categori es ].i l.ed asri mary 
 ccupat:ions
 

in Kp, are housewifn/ "ousehold
llampur w crk,/domestic (27,,3%) and 

agr'ic-ultural -,work: (17.6%) follo wed by rick shaw driver/cart
 

pu .ri, (4. lbe) 
 (2.0%), profes ional (2.0%) , tradles 

.5%), and busi ness. (0.5%). As.,i-de from these occupat i o n a l. 

.pen lti:. 11.3% o'f th- sample popul ati:on w si.is ted as-c student 

'hile 3'.5% wa.s-, reported to he. not wor king (this ].as.-t group
 

includes primarily very 
 small hildren) wereOnly 15 persoins 

said to have a Gcnr(:,oary ocupalin. and of thee ,. rx were irn 

aGr'i ulture, two we-r:e laborers : three eri-j.e pro'fessio.nrmas., and 

four tj-,- :in busr.i Ir 

in Ja1-sha the leadincg primary ccupationr are also 

houo.sewi fe../hus,'eit hol cwork/dcomest i r (26. 9%) and agr'i cult ural work 

(19. 9%) . f:ol lowed: L, trades (3. 6%/) , . aborer (.1.8%) :r.ofe si oral 

(1.'2%) shopkeeper -(0..6%) ., and ri c:hLshaw driver (0.6.%) . Students 

r eprPsnrtr.-d 10.5% n-f, the sampl.e po1pul at. ion, and 35. 1% were 



unempl ved at the time of the survey. In Jalsha, more people 

reported having a e ondury occupatio'n than was the case for 

Kalampur'. Three were in agriculture, one cared for animals, 

three were 1ahorer'., two. e:,w i? SA-yes on woreid- in gover-mont.e 

w in
and nine ~ere i?.nvol3ved: b usinesses. 

In ener'al, it p:ears that IKalampur shcws the expected 

greater.er c.onomtic d:t,.diveer ,Ivt than CTlaT-hla. AbA.ut one-third of the 

o.ampl population is not w-orking or unemployed, although this 

f igure include s small childiren and shou ld pr obably be adiusted 

downwa rd to neoarer to 15% actual adult unemployment. 

THE: RAZ:AAR 

As mer-tioned above, one measure of the different levels Mz* 

ec:.nomic development in the two c ommunities is. the presenr. aor 

lbs.e-,e of ltcal market faciliLies. Dr awing on data gathered by 

Lalr]. I are dnrin 198?E3, we offer A sk.et ch of the markss ...- re.i at.i.d 

ero ,o.mi c act,. vi .'i r , in !< arpur and ,]al sha. 

The vil lage of Ka aTLmpur has a dWily market, and in addition, 

a weeklv haat- every Thursc-day, wt,h h sorve's as the c.:onomic and 

-.- center villagessoc :ial for the near'hy in the area. 

There are fifiy-six dif ferent t'ypes of shops, stalls, sheds, 

off:ices and at::t ivity centers :in th Kalampur bazaar. These shops 

are :itemized in Figure 2. 1. 

It is not necessar, to list all the itemsofor sale i.n the 

gain apiprec:iation ofshops to an c.fir the type per'-man,ent mar'ket 

that em.:ists in Kalampur . A listing of some of the items :i.n some 

of the shops i ll suff i..e. 



There are fourteen grocer-y schops in the Kalampur- bazaar, the 

largest of whitch sell the following gocds: onions, pulses, 

Ppper," malt, spices, dif.frent varieti ofs rice, mustard and 

co:con-ut oil1, s.oybas egg",1 sug~aqr canel syrup , sua~u]r, soft 

dirinks, I..Perosens. crace- rs, cookies, snoap, light bulbs, wire, 

drinkig glasses, lamp chim neys,., m:i. rrors, tooth past.e, pencils,
batt.ri : , ink, deco rative pap'ler., t.hread, o-,e laes, shaving 

h rus.he., electric: wre, rope, baby bottles, cigarettes, condensed 

milk. baby 'fc od ].,': p I.'andy polish , per{ume , flour.c-: , r;ail 

c::ombs, cha- I. envel ope.. r , wa'ter, tea, mosqui't.o coil i 

buttons, i .:c:hetato.:, f'lashli:ghts, per playing cards arid 

raz..or blades. The s'tore., hcwever, have on.y a very sanel. stock 

of these items. 
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Figure 2. 1
 
Shops and Activity Centers in Kalampur Market
 

I. Gr-.'.ry Stors (14) 29. Laundry (1)
2. Gol].dsmi'th Repair Shop (4) 30. Crockery Store (1)
3. Radio Repair Shop (2) 31. Tin Shop (2)
4. arbershop (3) 32. Timber Shop (3)
5. Cycle Repair Shop (3) 33. Mosque (1)
b. Fert.ilizer Shop (5) 34. Milk Selling Shop
7. Drug Stor. (6) 35. Kerosene Shop (.1)0. B,]RI O-+-ic:e (1) 36. Blacksmrith (1) 
9. Sweet. Shop (.) .37. Post Of-tice (1)10. St.at ior-ery Shop (2) 39. Wholesale Dealer (1)

11. Taillor i.r'g Shop (4) 39. Market: Shed (3)

"2. Bok St.ore (2) 
 40. Homeo-A1ea. Med. Of. (1)1. Rural Elect.r i..f ica-.ion (1) 41. Kerosene Shop (1)

14. Food Stall. (4) 42. Haat day shed (8)
1. C loth Star- '2 43. Basket Shop (1)
16. Watc€h Repai.r Shop (1) 44. Ice Cream Shop (1)
17. Hnmooptat.hi c: Med.. Of. (2) 45. Handl om Shop (1)
18. Bakery (1) 46. Oil/Flour Mill (1)19. Ri.(ek? Mill (9) 47. Fir ewood Shop (1)
20. Cow Breedinq Corner (:L) 49v Furniture St or-e (1)
21. Hous.w;e (1) 49. Closed Cinema (1)22.. Dist. Gov. Of. (1) 50. High School (1) 
2,. Closed Boy's Club (t) 31. Madra.d.;ah (1)
24. Tea Stiall (2) 52. Melon Market (1)
25. Rick: shaw Corner (2) 53. Wood Post. Shop (1)
26. Ri c:s::~haw Garage ( 1) 54. Bank (1)
27. 1DOc:LAmt:-.t Paral].ega1 . .. (21) 55. Tobacco +-fic:e (1)
22. War-ehou.e (2Q) 56. Primary School 
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One of the sta:tionery shops sells the following items: pens, 

money bags, flashlights, rtazoIr blade, writing paper 7 playing 

car'dsl ci:arettes, mat.rhS:7 button,.., batter:ies, soda drink.s 

cookies, s.ap, water glasses, tooth paste, baby powder, c ondensed 

mil.1, baby food , 'hav'ing brushes, s:andy, i.nk, na:il po.'ish, 

t.hread Ir, .)rative paper, co:mbs, chalk, ervelopes, and shoe 

b ru.lshes.-, 

Gold cannot he purchased in the market but it is possible to 

get jewelry repaired. The jewelry repair shops specialize in 

rep airi.ng gold nos.e and ear ringsc=c as well as silver nose and ear­

rings., ch,'ains, bangles., and bracel ets. 

Var i. ou. tvp.s of patent iedi ci.ne, especi al ly those 

rec~nmmend:.:d for re',piratory and ciarrhea problems can be 

purclhased in the local drug sto~re-s. 

The Iocal book s'tores sell text books for the pr:imary and 

hi.gh school cL.rr'icul.a, novels, exer'cise books, religious books, 

some forei gn ma~gaz:i nes, pens, and cal endars~. 

The pos't of{ic:e, in addciiition to handli ng the mai ] , se lls 

envml u: e,.e., paper , revenue stamps and money o1rders. 

At a dai. l.y market during May 1983, vendors wi.thout permanent 

sh-ops were selling the f ollc-wing i tems: several varieties of 

ri ce wheat F lour, lentils, onions , garlic, spices, peppers,7 

cil, ies, potatoeS salt, mustard oil betel lea+, betel nut. 
tobacco, eggplant, bitt.er gourd , ish mango, lemon7 watermelon, 

sweet pcitatoc-sl sugar an:,sn.-. syrup , bana.nas, and cucumber's,, 

la-at: day in the 'hotn Val ampur market ,.-t.akeson many of the 

characteris'ti:cs (of a rural carnival. There :is a sta.eady f 1ow of 

peoople and ri.ckshaws movirig up and down the roads leading to the 



market. It is di.f.fi:ult to move about the bazaar on haat day. 

Men, women and c-hildren --. many more men and c:hildren than women
 

-- are bus.y buying and selling goods. People laugh, joke, 

gcossilp, eat, and generally ern joy interac:l:ing with their friends 

arnd neighbhors. The hagglir"g and bar-ter'ing over prices; between
 

uyev-r ann sell erI reac:he a +ever pitch. Male transvestites, in 

th.:,:ir c ol or ful cl:cith:ng and ma keuo, are busy promoting cigarettes 

aid other item. Cows and grats are paraded about the mar ket., 

Ha.t day -is a much a soci.a]. occac ion am an economic o''casion. 

On a haat day in May 1983 eighty-one vendors-were 

ide.-nt:.-:ifed Some of the iteomw they had f or male were ducks, 

c-rkmn5. eggs;, ice cream,. lemon's., yoghurt, sweet-s, pottery, 

watermelocn, bananas, .s.-d lothing, new cIcthing, ri ,-milk,
 

fis',h nets,. brass w,-
 seeds flor, dr. g , ear rings. umbrellas, 

books,; flashl'i ghts, salt, c-oconut. , toba cco, thread, betel nut 

and betel leaves, o.nions,. beef, mutton underwear, pige.ons
 

paddy, cos goats, basket-,fertilizers, and brooms.
 

The pecople of Jals-.ha, although they occasionally travel to 

the bazaar in Kalampur, gener'ally go to market at Maishashi, a 

vi llag]e loc-..ated about three miles east along the road to 

Kal ampur, or to a new market at Kaualipara, 1oc-ated about two 

mile es~Lt of dals 

Although the bazaar at Maishashi is smaI 7 many of' the same 

'items are for sale that are found in the lar-ger markets such as 

Choto Kalampur. The market, however, is much less "urban" in 

oi-ientation and houses- fewer government , devel opmertal self-help 

programs, and educational faci lit:ies. The offices and shops in 

Maij hashi are Ii stead in Fig.ire 2.2. 
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Kaualipar..- is a 
daily market and harm two haat markets a week, 

on every Wednesday and Sunday. There aren however, about one 

hundrd shops and stalls under c:onstr'uction . whi(:h is likely to 

atra:t mfior'e Jal,-.ha vi llagIers in, futur e years away from the 

Ma:i !shashi r-ket.p1 atce. 

Figure 2.2
 

Miais...--.I-,ashi dai y market
 

1. Stat:.ionary Shop (11) 

2. Medical Offic:e (4) 
A. Fert 1 :i.ze:r Shop (2) 

4. Barber Shop (4) 

5. Tailor Shop (5) 


6. Restaurant (4) 

7. Rice/Flour Mill (3) 
G. Ricycle Repair (3) 

s9. Other office (3) 
10. Post Office (:1 

11. Family Planning Of. (1)
 
12. Charity Dispe, . (1)
 
13. Gov. Godown (1)
 

14. Gov. Rat.-ior Of. (1) 
15. Fruit Stand (1)
 

16. Blac lsrnitl- (1)
 
17. Jewelry Ghop (1)
 
18. Mosque (1)
 

19. Hindu Templ e (1) 
20. Market Shed/Stalls (17)
 

LAND OWNERSHIP 

One of the most striking c.:haracteris tics of the landsc:ape of 

Kalampur and ]alsha, and generally throughout Bangladesh, is how 

•ragmen:uod it. has become over the years. Based on 
data obtained
 

through ithe HouL ehol.d Survey, a typical 'ar-mhousehold irn 

l<alampur owns a total of 16:2 decimal. of land so-ead among near'ly 

rnne, rlot in, i'f f e eren parts of 'the village (.and even beyond), 

witL a 1.arsr.t plot o.fr.ahmtir-iiji. 1 and a srma'lles't-. plot of.2 dec ima ]. 

ahut n'ie deci:mal s-1. For the typica1 farm n 14-5household., 

dc imals in dev'ted it o agrir:i. lural p'1urpoe.es and t.lhe remaining 17 

de'c i'ma nt he hom s't atd and ot her n r-a.-.:gric:uttura] activitie-s. 

http:p'1urpoe.es
http:r-ket.p1
http:Jal,-.ha


ha it.hn-a -
Ir ,]al .I 1 f arr. A Ehci 1 neuowns .hn.h:: chi a 122 deci mral s 

i ­of land -pr'.,,nd gtnmi pi.ts, w i. t h -.lhargest- hav.ing. abo.ut 33 

dcim::'al .. and ithe s.rn; I]l e R.t s-even-. The y:.:pi Jals farrr. 1.."a 

l"ci.tu .:4 Ici -".vot,. fri ,I n Agi cultu pur pon . and t.hei i. ,.'- 1t, d , t l..'ai s 


remininrtr ~jvei'iW
ol the- hampiiFutcari and other purpoes.
 

Theme xvpr i t Agn"-,rV ':c.." . ar
- .r F' min;ead.1i, a . a gu iide t.0
 

unier',-;t:andi I .farmi ng sy.steitts 
: n the vil lages of Eangl adesh. 

Ther 2~is cor ri e r ab 1 hte ooJFneri y amn-g farmiri ng householids w-i th 

r egar to 't:otal. land owned, Lotal plot.s owned, s:ze of largest 

plnEl, : c'eof ma ll.es.t plo., amou-n t of a r::ultu ral land, and
1i 

e v on amounit[ of r'-- r:. .tur-aln r and. For t.h'i.s r eason., Le. purSU 

th e an atlysisn[ i n tIhe ].t.?r f tt farm clasi categorie:.sgor-i .2F 

Jn averag:, Mar i nal 4arm cl]ass housholds in Kalampur own
 

24.7 d.cimals:ai land, Sm.al1i f farm cla!'ss housI'3eholds 170.,8 

decimal., and Larg-e farm clas.s households 370.4 decircals. 

Marginal Farr, cla's 17rhusoholds have an average of 2.2 pl ot , with 

a range from one to ten plots, Small. farm class hc,useholds 8.4 

pl.ots, with a range. from 5 to 17 plots-:, and Large farm c:lass 

households- 1.8.5 pl ts of land, w tih1a range from 9 to 36 plots. 

The smallest sile plot i n KalampLur contains just a .single 

dlecimal of and, whi1e the .are-se~t is 98 decimals. 

In ,iJalsha ~arginal farm class households own an average of 

23 dcimals of land, Small farm class households 141 decimals, 

and Large farm cl.ass houLeholds 437 decimals. Marginal farm 

class househo]ds have an a,.e-r- ge oF 2.2 plots ,i 'th a range from 

one to *four plct, a farm hotus.eho lds 7.4 plots, W. t-, arill cla'ss 

range From two to fourteen and Large farm class househo]ds 13
 

Wiar'st with a range f 'on 
 eleven to fifteen. The .smallest single
 



plot in ,]alsh has just a single dec:imal of land, while the 

largest is 10 i decimals. 

Of equal importance, the plots of land owned by individual 

hnusehn1d ... in Kal;-mpur- and Jalst"a are seldom contiguous. Rather, 

they are scattered throu .IChoLIt the c:ountryside. Some of the 1.and 

nijned and fa-med by the r-esidents of these two villages is even 

locat ed in differ'ent vi]].ges. Orne plot of a household's land 

may he t.wjo mirnutes a !.ing from the homestead, , hi e another i s 

one hour and ten minutes from the house. On aver.age.' it takes a 

#atmreel ten mi.nutes tn walk to one of his plots. Thus., if. a 

+arm- ha. sin plots two of whiclh are three mnrutes from the 

Ihous.e , two :.f wli ch are severn minutes f4rom the louse and two of­

whi ch are, one hour fr-om the- hunosel the lat.er two pli ts are 

pot ential time and ene.r'y liabi.itie.s. The situation may be even 

wor se for the Larre +iar in 1 a' I-c sehol ds. . 

Anot-e'r importi:ant .f:eature of th. land that must be considelred 

by the farm househnld when p]..annirig the agricultural activi't:ies 

Znr th-e year is the relativ e el evatior of the plots. Most of the 

land in Ka 'ampuris "'igh", meaniir'g tha't i't seldom fo].ods as a 

resu] +" of heavv rainstorms or the monsoon. Part of. the land is 

"mediuin high", rmeaning that it w.ill oc:casionally f1ood tio 

thirtv-five inc:hes. In Jalsha ther-e is almost as much "medium 

high" land as "hih" land mo there is a greater opportunity for 

f looding in this vil].age than in I<ai.ampur-. In both villagesn 

ther are some pl cits that are "mediu1 o'i" often looding to a 

depti- nf seventv inches. Becausr..e the household land is scattered 

arournd 'thei conm nity, :here may be s:omep lots thai: never flood 

arid ,ome plots that .:! nood rly. susc:eptibility toypa.1 Plot 
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fl.oo(dirngj is uit.s't one more environmental probl em which farmers 

must deal with when mak ing a cr'oppin g decision, 

Withoiut i r rigoation, dralnag"e control , and protecticon from 

flooding, the farmer is lim:i ted to one or two crops a year 

,Hosain et al. .[I9t..2). With irrigatiton, the farmer may be able 

to get toLJO or ithree crop: s a year'. In Ka ampur, about 58% of the 

hosuhph.ci,,,d, i n the-m, plr r have arc: :ss.- ho water .frorm a deup tube 

we1.. Most of the othe r- hnu.,ehol ds in the samo.1le have access to 

ei th-r- 1ow,] ft nr sha: 1 low tube ]. 1 1 wate r. In", Ja]1 .ha - a 1 of the 

samSpl househd l.l. ac.'-ss t.co' water generated byeor.aetica have 

a deep t:ube wer.ll, but ac ce,ss to ir i.rria.ion does not nece-ssar-ily 

mear that farmr--- ar'e., aw. ays ahble 1 to use the wat:.er (se- Wallace 

19R.,1.. T -40) . Thorp nre rmary teclhnic.-al, economi c: , and soc-i al 

f.act:'or' l:.t a:t c ci t i,n whet:. 'her a household can use avai labl e 

ir v-i ga ti :n .ac. ii. ies. 

Partiall. becatus, : of . and fraogment.ati on and partia).ly because 

of un',e-,qual distr::ibution of wealth in Kalampur'" and ,]al-ha land iS 
frequent.y sharecroppedd-in, leasted-out or mortgaged. 

A landless perscn or a Small farmer will 1often work., another's 

land on a sharec:r op:ip i. no.g basis known as bho-ga. This is 

theoreticay..v of muttual benefit: to both parties. since each 

receives 50% of the yield at harvest. The sharecropper provides 

all .ahor and cait al inputs and the land owner provides the 

.ard. rhis type of ar'rangemert i s commion throughout the world 

and usua]ly the i-elat i on hip is hetween a relatively large land 

owner ard a 1andl ess persoin. But, i r Kal amtj.;ur and ,]al sh , there 

are e:,ixamp[l (.s of ...are-tj. farm ers sharccecurtoplpc-ing on thel.arnd of­

- ecia.lyanothcer Lar'te land owner, es :i.f the sharecrotpper 's own 

http:partia).ly
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land is notr irr'ig'ated, and there.fore gives ]ower yields for the 

labor invested.
 

.easing-.n and leasi:ng-out lard are bot.h common practices in 

Ka1l.ampur arnd Jalrha. I[.Ta ho.4sehold needs more land, the .farmer 

Mile, r-e- anot 4or a s'.-.pec:i ie4d yearly amountfromrc her" hous'.e'ho i 

kind. v land:.,'a he J- morein c -sh or A manr' may lso.1 1 ni4 when neds 

moriney or . acrs the 1 6:;or or ao tpal resources to * ar'm the 1 an. 

Iortag nq land ...--usuall y calle. 0:l bondla. --. fol1ows t.he prOWeSS 

in wihiclh the ow-eor of the:: :ancd a]J.ows another per'son to farm the 

land inde.fi.c nitelv for a fee which m.ust he evern-.ually repaid, 

4uaAlay.y w4h tier. -t There is some e.,idence to suggest thatt iter 

oc:;ani onall, v w p nmi: gri-Vcr- a " rrore4. v al .44­ws l 'y 4'itA' v- p;oorir 

ln worth. 

t.r"ans tiL.o in that f-armer, fr ti tmotagedland 

Mr4 i ns " han i. "n.isacta lv The nt outC:oel0 of- this 

"t:."e phoor ,'who h as, hi.s 

arid i s wil h ave cash tot.t- , never tinJl-i repay the rich 

f-arm ri C C o the h:t e ' t.se-s1the poor 'sonser..quR4l y ric + ar 4 5.fle-

1 nl i",de-f :init4.] V ­

Sic:e ar :icu.li.trur .al.istl. rom farm c ss useall as]. may land 

whi.ch I:.hey do not onni -- throug.'i rm tolo-riit'..fuh ar- sharecn:r4"opp ing 

1leas.ng , re4?nting, or mortgag; :l:ing --. it in also important to 

con. ide e rreh.ol. betwe-, n amou:-:i of . a].thi '.ations!h i.p amoLint: agricltr.a]. llr land 

owned and the t'enancy of lan d. In the Household Survey data were 

obt-a in ecn four agric tur.al i ]Wr Own ron "types" of ul::1.11 O.wnte ,i'"' clum 

Tenanit--, Landl1e-ss Teria-t , and Land:lecs. Not surprisinlj y , this 

.f4'orm of st:r"at'i ic:atior of l e saplrr e. hO.seUlhi4ld£ (.corr-elate.s.well 

witii that bacpd o-'. total amonort of4-a 4gric:ultural land owned alone 

- Ithe 'si, of our tlr'e.--pia't. armci :: sftr4atific:atiU taon sch ee. 

Itn Ka I am]rip ?T. house- rep. -dto he Owner's sixlholds, are 0F-orte are 

http:ul::1.11
http:1leas.ng


Owner cu~m tenant, and f ivea are Lan~dle. In J alsba 1.S are 

Owner, nine are Owner cur tentant:, three are L.andless':. tenants, 

ard four are .. A o{ this "farmer type"r-Landles,-_. cross-tabulat:ion 

c:hme wi. t h th '':"fara,m 1i . " st r i. :i c a.a i on sys em ii (given in 

Tabl ' 2.1. 

The rcompa..i snn : suggesits 'that our aarm cl ass ,yst.em i s 

an effec-tivP way of am'i.n r"cing e--conr"omic stratification in both 

communi t i es. As- Art*~hur and Mc: Ni:col have argued, "On ly owners-hip 

of laod, or usc~age[ right-s in it, prov:idcie a long-run sur ene s W 

ac:cess to i:he local s.oci al product. Not surpr:i singl y , then, 

wea th qo' i l.: t. in. rura1 area asuran"d ia.1 standi ng r a,1 ade dh me ed in 

aerm.:R, '.f 1 ard-ol ii n" ' ( 1970" , 
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TABLE 2.1 "FARNER TYPEu BY FARM CLASS -- KALAMPUR AND JALSNA
 

KALAMPUR: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES
 

FARMER
 
TYPE MARGINAL SMALL LARGE TOTAL
 

No. 7. No, 7. No. 7. No. % 

OWNER 9 61.5 9 69.2 6 75.0 23 67.6
 

OWNER
 
CUM 0 0.0 4 66.7 2 25.0 6 17.6
 

TENANT
 

LANDLESS
 
TENANT 0 0.0 0 0.0 
 0 0.0 0 0.0
 

LANDLESS 5 38.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 
 14.7
 

TOTAL 13 100.0 13 
 100.0 6 100.0 34 100.0
 

. 39.3 38.3 
 23.4 100.0
 

Chi-Square = 12.025087 with 4 degrees of freedom; Significance = .0172
 

JALSHA. FARM CLASS CATEGORIES
 

FARMER
 
TYPE MARGINAL 
 SMALL LARGE TOTAL. 

No. % No. 7 No. % No. '. 

OWNER 3 23.1 12 66.7 3 100.0 I 52.9 

OWNER 
cUm 3 23.1 6 33.3 0 0.0 9 26.5 
TENANT 

LANDLESS
 
TENANT 3 23.1 0 
 0.0 0 0.0 3 8.B
 

LANDLESS 4 30.8 0 0.0 0 
 0.0 4 11.9
 

TOTAL 13 100.0 1 100.0 3 100.0 
 34 100.0
 

7. 
 30.3 52.9 9.8 100.0
 

Chi-Square = 16.56410, with 6 degrees of freedom; Significance = .0110
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CI-IAP'TER THREE
 

AGRICIJLTURE
 

This, chapter is devoted to ar e>.;.aminat.ion of agricultural 

pvra. i c:tce.. n t:he vi]. . g of Chcito IK'lampur and , al -ha Baorohi s,. 

Ir tie ::rev'ious c:hapter the environmental. conditi onsl ej-disu:is.s ed 

for agr I:lture. Here w'e t urn our a .tent.e.nion t. ' tohe pro u:i.ti.: t on 

di mens~ion of agjr icultuire; niamrely, the kindis of car~ps planted. 

telded , ard har vested, the seasmnal c..ycl e of croppingy and the 

types of tenancy arrange.mer, :ts and the c:n .ts of f arming in the 

s~amplIe co mmu niti es 

Alhi:-oh ughI other" dimensionn,,..s .ofagricuil'ture (e.g, technological 

i1nputs such~ri-as. irri ti seeds, f er-tiliz andg n 5ers pes.ticides; 

hocmes.teiad gjar denu3; 11 ve;toc V. and cer tain forms; of labor 

inves.te..nt., s.uc:h a. hired labor and an ifma]. power) i.n the sample 

c:tmmunit i es. -: for at.-- the CIt.astbe reserved (ll L:scussion, 

deri.v d the Sciurvev and the L.and Use Sur vey s'tillCfrom I-Household 

offer some import:ant resui.t's regarding the farming systems in 

Kal ampur and J al s-a. 

A(G-RICLil.TURE: SEASONS AND MAJOR CROPS 

Vil.l-g~erfs in the recg:i, on of Kal ampur and alBha rer.:ogn iz 'e two 

ma jor sieasionsi 'inthe annual agr.icriul'tural cycl:e: Ra i (wi:nter) ar-i 

Khar if. (sciummer ) with.l the l.atter fur ther dividedcinrto Ear-ly 

http:inves.te..nt
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Khar-i4f and L.ale Kharif., Tlhe se seasons acttually :verlap in
 

pr'ar:tice, deFpend:inng on 
 envi ronmental circ:urmstarnc:es ard farming
 

decisi ons such 
as w-jhrn :.o p.ant or harvest crops. The Rabi
 

seasnr-, may r'un frm 
 as earlv as mid-Octoaber to as late as June, 

the Early Kharif f.r-om mid-iMarch to mid--September, and the [.ate 

Khari f from 
 c--March
'mid to Dec ember , although-, the length of a 

spef.i.c season and 
the degree of overlap for spec:ific plots
 

die.pend on the crops i nvo1 ved.
 

The major Rabi 
 easoncrop s in Kalampur and Ja].sha 
are D.rc.
 

Fpaddy (High Yield Varie.tLy) .
 oro paddy (]oi:al variety), mustard, 

pul,_ s, pn'at, and wh-ke-at. Pri ncpa! Ear].y Kharif cr-ops are Aus 

paddy (lo:c1a vari:ty) sime IF:RI paddy, and jute- The major 

i::rop:s of Latea Kbar'i f are m:i ed Aus and Broadcast Aman paddy
 

.locaL 
 varieLv) and Translant Aman paddy (local 'ariety). The
 

major crops 
and se:asons are s.=,ummar'ized irn Table 3.1.
 

Farmtr's and their f'amilies in KIalampur 
and Jalsha are busy 

t.hro~tghc ut the year pr-epar'i ng i.he land and plaring , harvesting, 

pr(e:--sing, and stoiring their var'ious c-rops. Ideally, the family 

harv :s three macor crops a year. The family may harvest three
 

crops-
a year, but un f:ortuna-oly,, the c-roaps are usual ly not grown 

;n the same plo't of 1and. Insteadl sotme p]lots may be 

-ritle'.r ".-t , others c:doublt cropped."'1:::'Fp 
 e and s.till others sirntg1le
 

cr!opped 
 .Somaof the lahrd1 Ta.n lay fall Ow faor part of- the year. 

Thus- ver though a typi::al fa-rmer :in Kalampur ouwns 162 decimals 

of land ,prea:d amr prgnine p.ot , it is-unlikely that all of this 

land w:i.ll. be p.arted and h at-vesied during eac::h season of the 

ann ual agri:cuitural cycl1. 
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Aralysi., of data From the Land I.Je Survey of all plotm- farmed 

by the sample Iociuseholds in Kalampur and in ,]alsha shows that the 

most : comonI.-n farming stra-i:.gy is-. double-c:rcopping .... .e., to let a 

pariu..,ar pl1(-it lay fa].low during one of the seasons and use 'it 

durifng the other two. The proportion of plots in the sampli:. 

householdls farmed in this manner is nearly the same in both 

commuritie. : 5-% in Ialampur and 63% in ,Jals..ha. The next most 

fr'equent strategy is to a:ttmpt to get three crops per year from 

a plot. This is the prartic.,e for 27% of all plots in Kalampur 

and 30% in Ja]. ha. The least popular strategy among the farmers 

i nurit.-r am o..le pop ul ations was to use a pl ot. onlv a year. 

Ap'r:roximaLelv 1.4% of the pl.os in Kalampur arnd 7%'of those in 

al..ha are', s0incjle-cr.oppd. Thpeus,.: i. I t appears that farmers in both 

vi lages fol1 ow si mi . ar croppi ng patterns duri ng the agri ic.tltural 

cal endar. 

(At :his- ti me, have notwe analyzed the rel ati oinshi p between 

plct size and ::rop ping pattern. n we cannot state whether 

f armers,t. r.y to keep the: r ] ar-qtor p lots i n producti or- year r"t]uround 

or whet her some ot he' .:t:l-aLeg y of uL ilization and ;alow:i.ng is 

preferred., Moreover , it mav be that the cropping patterns differ 
ac:ordir-ng to farm class c: ategory. Marginal, Gmall, and Large 

farmers f.ac d iffer constra.nts and opportunities in making 

decisinn- a:iout which plos- to p].ant eac:h season and which crop 

to place in each plot., We anticipate 'that addi'Ii .nal data 

analysis wi .l1 reveal sorme o-:ofiese patterns. ) 

http:Jals..ha
http:stra-i:.gy
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TABLE 3. 1 MAJOR CROPS IN KALAMPUR AND JASL.HA
 

CROPS SOWING / TRANSPLANT I NG HARVEST 

Born LV) Mi d-January Mi d-June 

Borc, (HYV) Ii d-January Mid-June 

Mu'.t ard Mi d-November" Mi d-FebruaLry 

Potatc Mi d-NoTvember Mar ch 

Wheat. Mi d--Decemhbr Mi d-Apri 1 

IRRI Mi d-February Early May 

ute Eary-1 I-rch Mi d-August 

Au,. MIi d -March Late July 

Mixed Aus. B.Aman lMarc:- Early Oc:tober 

T. Aman Mi d-August Mi d-December 



The Land Use Survev does not provide comprehensive
 

information regarding the numbers and 
 sizes of plots devoted to
 

all crops for all seasons. However, there are 
good data
 

available Tor the Aus 
 season equivalent in local terminology to
 

the 
Early Khar.i. In Kalampur the three most important crops 

as measured by the number of plots, regardless o size -- are 

IRRI (377) , Jute (.34%/) and Aus (19%) . mong the remaining 

plots, we find four covered by bamboo bushes, four in mixed use 

between two main crops, two devoted to seed beds, two in 

sug arcane one PAch i n Aman and eggpl ant , one dedi cated to a 

ga'ridon and two laying fallow. 

In Jalsha the three main crops are the same -1 IRRI (33.), 

Aus , (%), and Jut.e (2%). It is likely that the slightly higher 

prop ortioni of Jute grown in Kalampur is due to the presence of 

the BR]1 research station and cropping site there. The other 

crops in Jalsha are similar to those in Kalampur: six mixed plots 

divided between two of o. major crops, three in eggplant, one in 

Aman, one in bamboo bushes, one in seed bed, and ten laying 

all ow. 

For purposes of illustrati on, we examine in more detail the 

ciharacteristics of IRRI paddy, the major crop of the Early Kharif 

or Aus season. 

('HOTO Ir' L_-AI"PLIR 

In Kalampur during the Aus season 7 Large farm cl ass 

househol.ds devot-d an average of 4.7 pl:ots totaling an average 

1.01 a-res of land to IRRI and received for their labors an 

averag-.v,yield o+i in-teen maund per acre. The largest yield by a 

s.incjle Large farm clasE househoid was 23.3 maunds per acre and 

http:househol.ds
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the smallest yield was 2.4 maunds per ac:re. Eighty-seven percent 

of the Large farm class households in Kalampur grew IRRI during 

this season. 

For the Small +arm class households growing IRRI paddy during 

the Aus season (78% of the sample), their average yield was 20 

riat..ncl per acre. These households devoted an average of 3.3 plots 

and .. R59 a :es to IRRI. The largest yield was 47.6 maund per acre 

and the Iowest y'ield was 5. 1 maund per ac:re. 

Only two of the Marginal farm class households in l<alampur 

grew IRRI paddy. The households gave to IRRI an average of .22 

acre, and r-eceived a hi.gh average yield of 41.8 maund per acre. 

Al'though it is hard to define the "typical" farm activities 

a household, it is wo'thwhile to describe those of a few in 

Kalamour as illustrative of farmirng during the Aus season. 

Mr. Houssain is. the head of a Large farm class household. He 

owns ten non-contigious plots divided into a total of 222 

dec:imals. During the Aus season , he and his family devoted two 

plots and 48 decimals o land to IRRI, and received a yield of 

12..5 inaund per acre, a y:ield significantly below the average for 

IRR I in Ka].ampur. Two p. ots were devoted to Jute, four plot to 

Au.. one plot to .+a].low and two plots to bamboo. His. household 

occupied the other plot of land owned. 

Mr. Ali is the head of a Small farm class household in 

Kalampur. He owns 143 dec:imals of land divided into seven plots. 

During the (Aus season , he planted three plots of fifty-four 

decimals in IRRI and reei ved a yield of fifteen maund or 27.8 

maund per acre. His hmestead odc:up:i ed one of the plots and two 

were given over to jute and one to Aus paddy. 



Mr. Babu is the head of a Marginal farm class household 7
 

owing onit thirty--six. decinals 
o.a+land on four plots. He grew 

IRRI in two plots and harvested eight maund from only twenty 

decimals giving his a high IRRI yield of 40.0 maund per acre. He 

al.so planted one plot in iLut:e and devoted his other plot to the 

homestead.
 

Suminariz.ing the Aus 
seas 
n in Choto Kal ampur, the largest 

num:ier of p lots +armed by a single household was thirty-six and
 

the largest amount of land 
farmed by a single household was six
 

Acrs. a vil.lage, the average amount of la.d farmed was 1.62
 

acres. Approximately fifty percent of 
the households +armed over
 

one acre and fi.fty percent of the households farmod less than one
 

acr e during "theAus season. 

JALSHA DOROHISSA
 

In Jalsha during the Aus season, Large farm class households
 

devcd'ed 
an average of 6.0 p Ilots totaling an average of 1.8 acres 

of land to IRRI and received an average yield of 31.3 maund per 

acre. The lar0gest yield by a single Large farm class household
 

was 47.2 maund per acre and the smallest yield was i0.o maurd per
 

acre. 
 Si:ty-six percent of the Large farm class households in
 

.alsha grew IRRI 
paddy during this season.
 

For the Small farm c:lass households growing IRRI paddy during
 

the Aus season, their avrage yield was 
31.8 maund per acre. 

Theme households devoted an average of 2.8 plots and .44 acres to
 

IRRI. The largest yie.d by a household was 42.2 maund per acre 

and the lowest yield by a household was 10.0 maund per acre. 

Sixty--five percent of the Small farm c:lass household in Jalsha 

grew IRRI duringn the Aus Season. 
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Examples af the farming activ:ities of a few of the families 

in Jalsha for the Aus season are presented, as follows. 

Mr'. Ahmad is the head of a Large farm class household. He 

owres a to-,tal of 290 decimals of+ land devided into thirteen 

plots. In the Aus season7 he planted six plots in IRRI, three 

plots in jute, and two plots in Aus paddy. He devoted one plot to 

a ;eod bed 7 had one plot in .allow 7 and one plot for his 

homestead. He devoted 116 decimals of land to IRRI and received 

a yieldcof 42.2 maund per acr'e. 

Mr. Farouk is tihe head o4 
a Small farm class househo].d. He
 

had eleven plots equaling a total of 163 decimals. During this
 

period of the year, he received an average of 23.S] maund of IRRI 

paddy per 
are which he planted in five plots equaling .73 acres. 

He also planted three plots in Jute, one plot in Aus paddy, and 

one plot in s.gar cane. 

Mr'. Aiam is a Margi. nal farm class household farmer, owning 

only a very stmall homestead plot of fifteen decimals in size. He, 

however, rented-in two plots of land which he devoted tc IRRI. 

For his 1.abor'si he received nineteni maund of paddy or averaged
 

40.4 maund per acre. This was the only Marginal +arm class 

household in Jal.sha to g-ow IRRI during the Aus season. 

Summarizingj the Aus season in Ja].sha, the largest number of 

plots .+at-rmed by a single household was nineteen and the largest 

amount of land farmed by a single household was 6.5 acres. As a 

vil.lage, the average amount of land farmed was 1.17 acres.
 

Approximately sixty percent of the households farmed over one
 

acre and about forty perc:ent of the households farmed less than 

one acre.
 



TENANCY ARRANGEMENTS
 

Farmers do not work only the plots they own. As we discussed 

in Chapter 27 a given agric ultural household is likely to be
 

involved- in a wide 
array of tenancy arrangements, some based on 

ownership, otlhers on mhar-ecrcopping, leasing-in and leasing-out, 

renting-in and rent.ing-nut. and mortgaging-in and mortgaging-out. 

Margina], Srmall and L..arge farm class household s arm effectively 

tied tog.ther by a web of economic and social relationships 

ref ected in the tenancy rights and obligations to specific plots 

of land spread throughout and beyond the village.
 

While it might appear at first 
 glance that landless farmers 

and those w'itlh very meager holding, would be the Aost active 

partic.ipants in such tenancy arrangements 7 it should be noted 

that every arrangement has two sides. Those without land or with 

very little land effectively become the clients a+ the farmers 

wit-h larger hocldings. This system of agricultural 

client-patronrage offers all participants the option to spread 

their obligations and resp:nsibilities or to place most or all of 

them with a single partner. 

For exampl.e, Mr. M. Al:i., a farmer with just two small plots 

of his own, might farm one of these, might sharecrop two more 

plots with Mr. A. Zaman lease-in another plot with Mr. R. 

Rahman, rent-in a plot from Mr. 9. Kalim and even mortgage out 

one of his own two plots because of the need for some immediate 

cash (such as for a daught.er's marriage). Each of these tenancy 

arrangements might be valid for a single season or a whole 

agr i.cultural year. 



Another strategy might be followed by another marginal 

three of his 
farmer, Mr. C. Chandrasakar , who decides to work all 

then to sharecrop six additional plots all of which 
own pla ts 	 and 

his fatlher's brother. Moreover, he agrees to take on
bel ong to 

agricultural year,
the sh arecropping obligati. on for the entire 

can commit themselves and
Through such arrang.ements, farmers 

theirv - households to a seri es of co:ommitments during the year (or 

season) with dif erent patr-ons. Alternatively, they focuscan 

who is willing to risk the
their ef forts on a single patron 

good on the deal.ci i.eni s c.:,apabi ii y t mc:inake 

The-e two t.e-ni ancy strategi canC.-.r be cal 1 ed "diversi fi ed" and 

"ui f i ed." Logic'ally, in the most extreme form of the "unified" 

uses only those plots he owns himself. In 
strategy a farmer 


-- from

theory, bmth strategi.es can he found among all farmers 

the landl ess to the wealthipst -- althougLh it remains for future 

research to provide detailed results regarding the distribution 

of thetme strat..egi es by farm cla .s categories, by plot size, by 

crop type, arid ;y season.
 

earlier inr this
In ac:cord with our f.ocus on the Ais season 

pattern of land owner-hip and
chapter, we present data here on 

o tenancy arrangements foundtenancy. Table 3.2 gives 'the type 

among the sample househnlds, according to farm class category, 

the same information for Jalsha.for Kalampur. Table 3.3 gives 

http:strategi.es
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TA B LE 3.2 TENANCY ARRANGEMENTS BY PLOT 
ALUS SEASON -- KALAMPUR
 

TENANCY ARRANGEMENTS
 

OWNER MIXED TOTAL 
FARM HOUS:JE-
CLASS HOLD 0 No. No. N. 

Large 1 26 10 36 
Large 2 7 11 18 
Large 3 15 0 15 
Large 5 12 0 12 
Large R 9 0 9 
Large 10 II 0 1.1 
Large 1 6 7 1 
Large 20 6 8 14 

SUBTOTAL 91 37 128
 

Fimall 4 10 o 10 
Small 6 9 0 9 
Smnall 7 16 4 20 
Small 9 9 1 10 
Small 11. 3 3 6 
Smal1 12 7 0 7 
Small 13 6 0 6 
Small 17 10 2 12 
Small 19 17 0 17 
Small 22 5 0 5 
Small 24 5 0 5 
Small 25 7 0 7 
Small 30 1 5 6 

SUBTOTAL 107 15 120
 

Marginal 14 2 0 2 
Marginal 15 1 0 1 
Marginal 16 9 0 9 
Marginal 2:1 2 0 2 
Marginal 23 1 9 10 
Marginal 26 4 0 5 
Marginal 27 1 0 1 
Margina] 2 4 0 4 
Mar ginal 29 1 0 1 
Marginal 31 1 0 1 

Mar:ui nal 32 i 0 1 
Marginal 7 " 1 0 1 
Marg ial 4 1 0 1 

SUBTOTAL 29 9 38
 

TOTAL 225 61 286 
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TABFL.E :. 2 TENANCY ARRANGEMENTS BY PLOT 
ALIU3 SEASON -- ,ALSHA 

TENANCY ARRA4GEMENTS 

OWNER MIYED TOTAL. 
FARI'I HOUSE-­
,H8LD) # 1No. No. No. 

L.a1 I 1 14 5 19 
L.ar ge 2 13 0 13 
I a r g e- 6 6 12 

UIBTlTAL.., 3 11 44 

Sta 1.1 4 E 1 9 
£3ffa 13 5 12 C) 12 
{-,,..ml 1 6 5 0 5 

S ma. 1 7 5 0 5 
SIT, 1l 1 9 4 1 ,5 
Smai 1 I (" 5 3 e 
Smal]. 1.1 12 1 13 
Smalli 12 6 2 8 
Sma1 1.4 11 0 11 
Sm1 11 C0 11 
Smai1 t7 7 9 7 
SmalII 18 6 0 6 
Smal 1l 1.9 6 1 7 
Small1 20 2 6 8 
Smal 21 9 2 11 
S ma 11 22 5 0 5 
,.ma 1 23 1 1 2 
Small1 31 8 0 8 

SUBTOTAIL 123 1B 141 

Margi nal 8 3 0 3 
Mar ginalI 13 2 0 2 
Marginal 16 .1 3 6Ma : i n , 1 23 1C)Magi a 2-N 1 0 1 
Marg inal 24 1 0 1
 
Mar i n a 1 26 2 0 2
 
Margina 27 1. 0 I
 
M'larg:inal 20 4 2 6
 

1argji na. 29 2 0 2 
Mari n 3 0 1 1 2 
Mar:ir 1 32 1 0 1 
Marginal 37; 3 1 4 
Margina]. 34 1 2 3 

SUBTOTAIL 25 9 4 

TOTAL. 181. 38 21.9 
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The 	pattern of plot use during the Aus 
season is similar in
 

both villages. In l<alampur 79% of the plots are used by their
 

oiwners and 21% are in "mixed" use; in ]a].sha E03% 
 are used by
 

their- cwners 
and 17% are in "mixed" used (in this context "mixed"
 

includes all types of sharecropping, leasing, renting, and
 

mor'tgaging).. 
Analysi.s of the distributi on according to farm
 

c:lass catecor'ies shows that 
Loth villages have the same profiles! 

for Large farm class househoids, 29% of the plots are "mixed" in 

Kalampur and 25% are "mixed" in Jalsha. for Small farm class
 

ho~useholds, the figure in 13% 
in both communities; and for
 

Marginal farm class househo].ds, the figures are 24% 
in Kalampur 

and 26% in cJalsha. Also, we see that 10 of the 34 households in 

Kalampur are involved in "mixed" use arrangements, whereas 16 of
 

the 	34 in ,]alsha are involved.
 

A more detailed analysis of 
the "mixed" category shows that
 

the Large .farm class hoLuseholds rent 
out plots (15 in KalamFur 

and 4 in Jalsha)., but rent in none; they sharecrop out plots (11 

and 2, respectively), but sharecroFp in none; they neither 

mortgag]e plots in or out. Enote: another 16 plots belonging to
 

Large farm class household .scan not 
be specified regarding their 

use except as "mixed. " 

Small farm class househo.ds rent out (3 in Kalampur and 3 in 

,]alsha) and i-ent in (I and .1 respectively); they sharec:rop out
 

(5 and 6, respect'ively), and sharecrop in (Q and 7,
 

respectively); Crne h:-usehold in ,Jalsha even mor-tgages out 
one
 

plot. 

http:househo.ds
http:househo].ds
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do little renting out (nate in 
class householdsMarginal farm 


in (just one plot in
 
and S in Jalsha) or 	 rentingKalampur 

in (none insharecroppingrelatively littleJalsha); they also dLo 

out (9 plots, all 
and four in Jalsha) 	 or sharecroppingKalampur 

one plot in Jalsha).
farmer, in I<alampur" 	 and just

from a single 

.involving in mortgaginog land.
They are not 

data for plot size and crop use 
For Kalampur we have good 

(pertaining to 
the Aus season for 50 "mimed use" plots

during 
in "mimed"of .and involvedThe total amountnine households). 


104 deci mal per
 
is 9.5 decimals, with an aver age of 

use tenanc y 


and with a range from 335 to only 26
 
so involvedh:useholds 


plots include Aus (22),

crops planted in thesed.'cimalv. The 


one laying fallow.
 
IRRI (1.0), and Jute 	 (a), with 


are good data for plot size and crop use
 
In ,alsha there 

for only 33 "mixed use" plots (pertaining
seasonduring the .ut 


) . The total amount of land involved in "mixed
 
to 15 householcs­

average of 47 decimals per
in 714 decirma].s, with an

use" tenancy 


154 to only five
with a range frominvolved andhousehold sto 

The crops planted in 'these plots include Aus (6), IRRI 
decimal.. 

(1) and chili (1).well as sugarcane(7) 	 , and Jute (6) , as 

on plot use. during the
from these datawe concludeWhat can 

common patterrsvillages share 
Aus season? It ap3ears that both 


owners 
 versus 
in termu of the proportion of plots'- oper ated by 

-- in other words,
The propor ti, on is about four to one 

not owner-Operated. 

t.entants. 

in the .ampl.e are20% o4. all Iot sabout 


that the greater amount of
it. appearsFurthl.ermore 

e. in Kal ampur gi ves 	 the 
icrul tur.al work opportuni ti non--an 

farm class households other
the landless)Marginal (especi ally 



By
sharecropping plots.
economic options than renting or 

to have more of the expectedcomparison , Jalsha seems 

participation in such client arrangements among its Marginal 
farm 

cl as househol ds.. 

THE COST OF FARMING
 

In order to appreci ate the decision-making 
by
 

agr icultural ists in Kalampur and ,alsha, we need to examine not
 

:atterns and tenancy arrangements discussed
ornly the c:ropping 


farming for households in
 above but also the costs involved in 


study is
 
the three farm class categories. The following 

case 


drawn from Wallce (1984:51+f.)
 

is the head of a Small farm class
L.,at:-i.f Rahman 

one acre of land. On a plothousehold possessing only 

sixteen decimalsloc ated near their hnmestead, measuring 

and mixed Ausin size, they planted jute durin g one season 


and B. Arar, a year later. For both the crops the work
 

pattern was as. follows: plowing, harrowing, plowing,
 

harrowing, plowing, harrowing, weeding, weeding, weeding,
 

the land for each crop was plowed
and harvesting, i.e., 

was done three times,and harrowed three times, weeding 


once. This work pattern is
and harvesting on].y 


that found among most farmers in the
i.lustrative of 

Kal ampur and Jal sha area. 

Utiliing only his labor and two oxen, it took Latif 

sixteen decimal plot. He tookRahman one day to plow the 

a day to harrow the plot. He plowed the plot again five 



In total, he gave

days later anci then harroved it again. 

to rent the 
six days to this activity. Because he had 

the cost of pl ow'ing and harrowing (excluding h'is 
omen, 


So, plowing and harrowing
.labor) was taka 40/= per day. 


each crop.

cost the household of Rahman taka 240/= for 

aThe jute seeds were obtained by Rahman from 

charge and the seeds for 
government field station free of 

from his harvest of the previous
the m,ied paddy came 

year. The household t.hu=s incurred no cash e>penses for the 

seedr. for the two crops.
 

one day laborer to help him with
Rahman hired 


Planting each crop was
 planting the jute and the paddy. 


one day. He paid the laborer taka 15/= a
 
accomplished in 


day plus food.
 

were weeded three times each during the
The c:rops 

course, is labor intensive
growing s-easor. Wseding, of 


hired laborers (plus Rahman) one day
work so it took six 


plot. They weeded each crop
to weed the sinteen decimal 

15/= and food per day. For 
three Iimes and were paid taka 


then, Rahman had a cash outlay of taka

wi-edii-rg one crop 

270/= plus +ood costs. 

Harvesting the jute requ'i red two hi red 1 abor ers for 

total cost 
one day at takae 15/= per day plus food. rThe 


food.
for harvest ing the jute was taka 30/= and 

paddy required six laborers for oneHarvesting the mi. ed 


15/= each plus food. Total cash

day at. a cost: of taka 

to Rahman for harvesting the mi:ed paddy was taka
 cost 


9 C /=. 
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The total cash cost to the household for plowing, 

harroiwing, weeding and harvesting the iute crop was taka 

555/=. The cash cost for the mixed paddy was taka 615/=. 

Processing the jute and paddy harvest was done by 

Rahman and his Jwi .e, Dulupa. Pro:e!ssing steps f or jute in 

the reQ.ion n are: snaking the harvest in water for twenty 

days, seopara tingj the fiber from the s;t.icks, clceaning the 

fiber, tying the: st ic k:s irto bund.es, drying the Oiber, 

storing the . iher, and finally selling the fiber. The 

mixed paddy in processed, an +oll ows: drying, wetting the 

paddy, parboiling, hus.k ing, mi1. Aling and storing,. 

The cash cost. per decimal of land in Kalampur and Jalsha is. 

probably higher for a Small f arm cla-s household than for a Large 

Tarm class hoLusehol d. Most Large +arm class Households own their 

own oxen so they have only the f eed cost :or animal power., 

Sec:ond, 1abor intensive work such an weedir"g is more cost 

e.fFi:ienton larger p ]o 's of land.. Because labor is hired by the 

day, worker's tend to work at a speed that requires a Full day to 

c: nmpleta' the job. Even i. the laborers only work three-quarters 

of a day, they a-e still paid -forthe whole day. Si x workers may 

take one t weed si x teen decimals or the .six workher s mcayday 'ho s-ame 

Lake one day .o weed twenty--Oive decimals of land. 

In the case of Rahman, it cost taka 555/= to produce a jute 

crop on sixteen decima], of. land. A neighboring household 

plan ted th irty--tw, decimal- nf Jute at a cash cost of ta,ka 585/=. 

The reignhb-r , who ow-,ned hi s own oxen , used about the same number 

of per.-on hours in producirg the cro:p of jute as did Rahman. But, 
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the neighbor will get twice the jute yield as Rahman at about the 

same cost. This type o+ evidenc:e suggests that there is a plot 

size bel ow which it becomes economically ine;fi cient for Marginal 

or Small farm c]lass households to plant certain crops. This is a 

question +or uture research in Kalampur and Jalsha. 



CHAPTER 4
 

FARM HOUSEHOLDS
 

In this chapter we eyamine the characteristics of the sample 

hcusehol1ds in lKalampur Jalsha.and The data +or the'analysis are 

der ived pri maril]y from the Househol d Survey questionnaire 

admi ni stered to the heads of the 34 sample h.sehol ds in each 

village. We shall focus our attention an the following topics: 

(1) membership characterist.ics; (2) residential characteristics; 

(3) economic characteristics; and (4) developmental cycle 

char'act er"i st i cs. 

A\ccording to Cain, Khanam and Nahar (1979t4O), 

In analyzing agrarian class structture and the
 

prnc-esse- .+hat result economic
in di.f.erentiat.i nn, the 

appr-opriate unit of analysi. is. the hous-hold. In rural 

Bang].adesh, the househol d (usually c:onsisting c: a nuc lear 

f amily) is the primary corporate economic unit, the locus 

of pr)duc tion and consumptiocn. Production relations e xis't 

teen l anded and andl ss households and 1 andl ord and 

hol.h
tenant hose. i-I]ds. As members cof a corporat.e unit.
 

inclividuals uitin 
 a nhmusehold .face Vi: t risks and rise
 

and .fall together in the class hierarchy.
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A DESCRIPTION OF FAMIL.Y AND HOUSEHOLD IN KAILAMPUR AND JALSHA
 

Before presentirg in rrmtnation drawn from the Hcusehold
 

Sur-vey, it is appropriate to offer 
some general ethnographic
 

descriptionCof the characteristics of 
 family and household in
 

Kamn-jur and Jalsha. 
The foll owing description is drawn from 

Wallace (19B4:91-94).
 

The famiy]. in 
nuclear and extended form, is the structur-al
 

foundati on on which society is 
 ba.ed. This social 
structural
 

unit assumes priry responsibility frcw-
 the needs of its members 

-.. ia.izati on, educati on, and ecnnomic: and psychological 

security. A child is most significantly influenced by his 

membershipo and pcsitioni itn his or her nuclear and extended 

Family],. Seconda"ily, a c::hild is influenczed by the position of 

his t-r her family within the social matrix of the ,,illage, 

r-egi on, and nation. 

In Chol: o Kalampou.- and Jalsha , the nuclear family is the 

pri mary s cial unit, followed closely in importance by the 

extended family. 
A person's kinsmen constitute his or her 

primary reference group and it is with these kin that a person
 

ll
w'.i most cosel .,in rvt'act throucthout his life. The li.fe cycle 

of the family in. best viewed as beg inning with marriage, so we 

shall focus attenti on on how marri ages are arranged and families 

for med. 

The average age at marriage for males in the two villages is 

20 years old and the average for females is 15 years old. It 

dIes not appear that the farm class of one's household 

sign ificantly influence, age at mat-riage,. Because girls. mar-ry 

sonfn after' pubert, by tradition they become valuable 
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reproduc.tive assets to the groom's .fami 1 y, thus assuring the 

biological and .social perpetuatiotn o-f that patrilineage. On the 

other handi, by age 15, a young girl has become a potential 

economic. liability to her' .family 4: orig in because her younger 

siblings are able to assume many o.f her economic functions. 

Given the general patrilocal residence rules in rural Bangladesh, 

a girl's ecororic value increases as an unpaid 1.aborer in a 

family other than her own .Fami].'y o.F origin. 

With -few exceptio-', marriages in Kalampur and Jalsha are 

arranged. O-ften, the potential b-ide and groom will have never 

seen one another because the bride usually lives with her family 

of origin in a village other than that of her -uture husband. 

According to informants, when selecting a bride -For their sonS7 

parents cons-iider the following: the beauty of the girl her 

religion (Moslem), her obedience, and the social status a- her 

family. Idr.ally, the girls should be in qood health, ri-f high 

mor"al character, sk':illed i.n 'the chores expected o:f a wife, and 

her family should be at least o4: equal social status to that of 

the groom. Thi'u., the groom's family seeks equality in marriage 

rather than e: 'ictly trying for an hypergamous (superior) or 

hynogamous (inrerior) marriage arrangement. The girl 's family 

should be concerned ahout the bay's appearance, education, 

economic potential, and the social status of his family. Girls 

appear to be taught early in li..fe how to carry out the tasks for 

which they will later be .esponsible as housewives and mothers. 

Boys, on the other hand, appear to receive relatively little 

explicit training in what is irnvolved in being a husband and 

father. 



-65--


Proposals of marriage are usually initiated by the parent-s of 

a boy thr'ough a cgo--betweRn (ghat.ak). Once a boy and girl have 

been paired as potential marriage partner.s, considerable 

negotiaticln taken place betwoen the two families. In some casesi 

the family of the groom has to pay a bride-price of goods, money, 

1land or a comb'i, nati on of these. In other cases, the girl must 

br ing a dowery of goods, money, and/or land to the marriage., 

O]crasional1 y, negoti ations end wi th the groom's parents providing 

a bride-pr-ice and the bride's par-emt- providing a dowery. The 

1.ack of stability i n the hride-price or dowery system is a 

reflection of changes in the reproductive and economic value of 

females (Li ndenhaum 1981; Harbinscon and Robinson 1963). 

As soon as the marriage ceremony is completed, the bride 

moves to the house of her husband in accord with the prevailing 

rules of patrilocal residence in the villages. At first, she and 

her husband are likely to live i r the house of her husband's 

4a;yt.lher. Even when they build their own house, it is apt to be 

ne>:t to or in the immediate vicinity of the groom's parental 

home. This is the homestead (bari), a c].uster of houses on 

raised land, which consists of patri.ineally related families. 

The nuclear family is submerged within this larger kinship group. 

With marriage, the bride not only acquires a husband that she 

probab ly did not kncw, but also becomes a member of a residential 

r .p .ilied with other unfami. liar persons. These circumstances 

often place the wi.-fe in a very di.fficult situation (Almagir 

1977). The wife not only has to be a housewife and laborer, 

possessed of the qualities of piety, patience, and obedience 

expected by her husband, she must also work to keep her in--laws 



satis.fied
 -- especially her rL-ther-in-law - happy or at least 

their sin. In effect, shewith the match that they have mad: for 

must be otbedient not only to her husband but to all other adult 

until such time as sthe bears snnsmembers .o the homestead ,'ari) 


who are grown and eventually bring their own wives into the
 

c nJmpou rnd.
 

HOUS-HOLD MEMBERSHIP CHARACTERISTICS 

In Kalampur the 34 sample hou seholds c-ontain a total of 215 

individuals. The smallest of the households contains two persons 

and the largest fifteen, with An average size of 6. persorns. The
 

Z4 sample households in Jals ',a contain only 196 individuals, with
 

an average size of 5.5 and a range from two to ten persons. 

Examination of the data in terms o. farm class shows some
 

important di+.+erencew in h.isp.ho.hcId size for the Marginal, Small, 

and Large categori es (see Table 4.1). The average househol d site 

for Kalarpur is 49. 7.t, And 7.4 and for ,alsha is 4.81 5.5, and 

9.8, respec-tively .c-r the three categcories. 

The range of househnld size by farm c. ass is also revealing. 

in Kalampur Marginal households range in size fromr, three to seven 

members Small hotusehol ds from two to f|Tteen, and Large 

households from four to ten. In Jals-ha the parallel figures are 

two to ton for Marginal, three to eight for Smal.1, and six to ten 

for L.arge. 
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TABLE 4.1 HOUSEHOLD SIZE BY FARM CLASS -- KALAMPUR AND JALSHA
 

KALAMPUR: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES 

MARGINAL SMALL LARGE TOTAL 

HOUSEHOLD 
SIZE 

No. 7. No. % No. % No. 7. 

15 1 7.7 1 2.9 

14 0 0.0 0 0.0 

13 0 0.0 0 0.0 

12 0 0.0 0 0.0 

11 0 0.0 0 0.0 

10 0 0.0 1 12.5 1 2.9 

9 3. 23.1 1 12.5 4 11.8 

8 1 7.7 1 12.5 2 5.9 

7 4 30.8 3 23.1 4 50.0 11 32.4 

6 0 0.0 1 7.7 0 0.0 1 2.9 

5 2 15.4 1 7.7 0 0.0 3 8.8 

4 5 38.4 2 15.4 1 12.5 a 11.6 

3 2 15.4 0 0.0 0 0.0 2 5.9 

2 0 0.0 1 7.7 0 0.0 1 2.9 

1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

TOTAL 13 100.0 13 100.0 a 100.0 34 100.0 

% 38.3 38.3 23.4 100.0 

JALSHA: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES 

MARGINAL SMALL LARGE TOTAL 
HOUSEHOLD 

SIZE No. 7 No. No. 7. No. 7 

10 1 7.7 1 33.3 2 5.9 
9 0 0.0 1 33.3 1 2.9 

8 1 7.7 1 5.6 0 0.0 2 5.9 

7 0 0.0 3 16.7 0 0.0 3 8.8 

6 1 7.7 6 33.3 1 33.3 8 23.6 

5 3 23.1 3 16.7 0 0.0 6 17.6 

4 3 23.1 4 22.2 0 0.0 7 20.6 

3 3 23.1 1 5.6 0 0.0 4 11.8 

2 1 7.7 0 0.0 0 0.0 1 2.9 

1 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 

TOTAL 13 100.0 18 100.0 3 100.0 34 100.0 

7. 38.3 52.8 8.9 100.0 



A quick glance suggests that the Marginal households are
 

similar in both villages, whereas the Small 
and Large households
 

in ,]alsha and Kalampur differ. The Marginal 
households in
 

Kalampur and ,alsha have similar 
land holdings per household
 

(24.7 And 23.1 decimals, respectively) and per capita (5.0 and
 

4.9 dci:imals, respectively). The average holdings for the Small. 

hoTusholds in Jalsha is somewhat lower than that 
for Kalampur
 

(141.0 and 
107.8 decimals, respec:tively), 
but the per capita
 

f igures are similar 
(24.1 and 25.6 decimals, respectively) for
 

SEmall households in each village. 
Even the apparent differences
 

in the average land holdings for Large households (370.4 decimals
 

for Kal.ampur and 437.0 for dalsha) disappears when analyzed per 

capita (50.2 and 52.4 decimals, respec:tively). In effect, the
 

number'- of persns i.n the sample households in both villages
 

ma'ches very closely the total 
amount of agricultural 
land owned
 

f or oac:h of the three farm clas.s c:ategories. 

The average age of sample household members in both villages 

in ver'y similar: 22.6 for I<alampur and 22.9 for Jalsha. In terms 

of atge :ohorts, children (age 0-10) represent. 30.2% of the
 

population in Kalampur and 35. % in 
Ja.sha. Young adults 
(age
 

11 -3.0) are 42.3% and 36.%, middle age adults (age 31-50) are
 

19.1% antd 20.0%, and older adults 
(age 51 and above) are 8.4% and
 

R.5%.. r-esnectively. Thus, aside from the slightly greater number
 

nf c-:hildren 
in ,]alsha and the correspondingly slightly greater
 

nume.r of young adu]ts in Kalampur, the age profiles of the 

sample h:useholds in 
the two villages are similar. The age 

distr:ihution by five-year cohorts for the two samples is also 

similar for the three farm class categories (see Table 4.2).
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TABLE 4.2 AGE COHORTS BY FARM CLASS -- KALAMPUR AND JALSHA
 

KALAMPUR: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES 

MARGINAL SMALL LARGE TOTAL 
AGE 

COHORT 
No. % No. % No. . No. 7. 

71+ 0 0.0 2 2.2 2 3.4 4 1.9 
66-70 0 0.0 2 2.2 0 0.0 2 .9 
61-65 0, 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.7 1 .5 
56-60 0 0.0 3 3.3 1 1.7 4 1.9 
51-55 4 6.3 2 2.2 1 1.7 7 3.3 
46-50 2 3.1 2 2.2 3 5.1 7 3.3 
41-45 3 4.7 5 5.4 2 3.4 10 4.7 
36-40 2 3.1 4 4.3 2 3.4 8 3.7 
31-35 7 10.9 7 7.6 2 3.4 16 7.4 
26-30 4 6.3 2 2.2 4 6.8 10 4.7 
21-25 2 3.1 15 16.3 6 10.2 23 10.7 
16-20 9 14.1 11 12.0 5 0.5 25 11.6 
11-15 10 15.6 13 14.1 10 16.9 33 15.3 
6-10 I1 17.2 11 12.0 7 11.9 29 13.5 
0-5 10 15.6 13 14.1 13 22.0 36 16.7 

TOTAL 64 100.0 92 100.0 59 100.0 215 100.0 
7. 29.8 42.8 27.4 100.0 

JALSHA: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES 

MARGINAL SMALL LARGE TOTAL 
AGE 

COHORT No. % No. 7 No. . No. % 

71+ 0 0.0 1 1.0 1 4.0 2 1.1 
66-70 0 0.0 1 1.0 1 4.0 2 1.1 
61-65 2 3.2 3 3.0 0 0.0 5 2.7 
56-60 0 0.0 2 2.0 2 G.0 4 2.2 
51-55 0 0.0 3 3.0 0 0.0 3 1.6 
46-50 3 4.8 1 1.0 1 4.0 5 2.7 
41-45 4 6.5 4 4.0 0 0.0 8 4.3 
36-40 5 8.1 6 6.1 1 4.0 12 6.5 
31-35 4 6.5 7 7.1 1 4.0 12 6.5 
26-30 7 11.3 9 9.1 0 0.0 16 8.6 
21-25 2 3.2 10 10.1 3 12.0 15 8.1 
16-20 7 11.3 7 7.1 3 12.0 17 9.1 
11-15 7 11.3 8 8.1 4 16.0 19 10.2 
6-10 13 21.0 18 18.2 4 16.0 35 18.8 
0-5 8 12.9 19 19.2 4 16.0 31 16.7 

TOTAL 62 100.0 99 100.0 25 100.0 186 100.0 

. 33.3 53.2 13.4 100.0 
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a slight
of the household members shows 

The sex distribution 

females in Kalampur (114 females to 101 
bias in favor a+ the 

to 92 
there i. a balance in ,]alsha (94 females 

males) whereas 

Kalampur according to +arm 
sex data for

males). Analysis of the 

of males and females differs
the distributionclass shows that 

to 31 males) and Small (47 
little in the Marginal (33 females 


a bigger' difference in
but shows45 males) c:ategjories,females to 


In all cases, the
 
to 25 males) category.

the large (34 females 


the ma].es slightly
Ja1sha hwcwever,the men. Forw:men outnumber" 


to 11) and 3mall (51 to

the Large (14the femci J emls it-outnumber 


the Marginal (35

-females predominate in 

4B) categori.es, while the 


may have some impact
these variati orrs 
to 27) category. Although 


of specifi c hoL.useholds, they

the inhabitants:n the 3if.estyle of 


For
sample sizes. 
are nt. s.ati-stic:ally sigonificant given the 

be considered as essentially 
pur po ses, the sex ratios should our 


for both villages.

IIal arm class categjories(-Sim ilar for 

form in Table 
e-e1 pyramids are presented in numeric al 

d.if f.erenc:e- among the three 
are no s:Lnificat:4n.3. Snce there 


to ag.e, dist.ri but ions, only
 
farm cav categor i es in regard 

that theresuggestdata are provided. The results
the aggregatod 

age-sexdi ..Feren e - in the 
r stati :tially. ', signi f i c:ant,are 


for the sample househol.d. in Kalampur and dalsha.
 
prn&fiies 

-- numbers't 
fn ,sum,with regard to- ,i demographic: indic.atorlsbaic 

-- the samplesx distributionof mreumer.- and the-r age ard 


numer ous si m ilarities,

hou ehold; - r Ka,;ampur and dal,-vmha share 


out in terms. of form
 
epec i. al.y wher the analysis is carried 

c.1aS5 C:at egories. 



TABLE 4.3 AGE-SEX COHORTS -- KALAMPUR AND JALSHA 

KALANPUR JALSHA 
AGE 

COHORT MEN WOMEN MEN WOMEN 

No. 7. No. 7. No. V. No. % 

71+ 
66-70 
61-65 
56-60 
51-55 
46-50 
41-45 

0 
2 
0 
2 
3 
6 
4 

0.0 
2.0 
0.0 
2.0 
3.0 
5.9 
4.0 

4 
0 
1 
2 
4 
1 
6 

3.5 
0.0 
0.9 
I.8 
5.5 
0.9 
5.3 

1 
2 
1 
3 
1 
1 
4 

1.1 
2.2 
1.1 
3.3 
1.1 
1.1 
4.4 

1 
0 
4 
1 
2 
4 
4 

1.1 
.0 

4.3 
1.1 
2.1 
4.3 
4.3 

36-40 
31-35 
26-30 
21-25 
16-20 
11-15 
6-10 
0-5 

3 
12 
3 
9 

12 
16 
12 
15 

3.0 
11.9 
3.0 
8.9 

11.9 
17.8 
11.9 
14.7 

5 
4 
7 

14 
13 
15 
17 
21 

4.4 
3.5 
6.1 
12.3 
11.4 
13.2 
15.0 
18.3 

7 
8 
7 
9 
5 

12 
16 
14 

7.7 
8.8 
7.7 
9.9 
5.5 

13.2 
17.6 
15.4 

5 
4 
9 
6 

12 
7 

18 
17 

5.3 
4.3 
9.6 
6.4 

12.8 
7.4 

19.0 
18.0 

TOTAL 

'. 
101 

29.8 
100.0 114 

42.8 
100.0 92 

27.4 
100.0 94 

100.0 
100.0 
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RESIDENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS
 

Ac:r.or-ding to Cain, 
 lKhainam7' andc Nahar (1979:409-410)7 "Land
 

gives the household head povier to .ontrol his sons, and 
 the labor 

Irequired to operate the Iand justifies a larger and more Lorplex 

household sftrut.-.ur'e., Land cr.'jnerhi'p al . inc:rease~s the
 

I i kel i hood th ata surpl us can be ener ated and app .i ed to the
 

sup por t of d p end en t kE r'
n 

The rei. clent i.al for-i cf the -households i.n the vill a ges
 

diel:terds ftnd,lamental ly 
 on the number of married COLAp.eS living in 
'he(2-h AS.e., Wr.. ni t :i.a. 1.y f i. ned a "r- 1.ear tho.e ho-.i.eh-1 s 

w i.th only one;' m;.r-ried cc.Iup .-e, (rec.-ardle.. (:.oF the r, umber of 

dd i ti onal per',s I 1- i vi n g i. n the houee a ide from t.he husbar-,d 

Wa fe, and thei r Ln-I m;arri ed .ii .dr eni ) We fur'Lther d ef i ned as 

"extended" t.hose hosL.Leho1lds t-'onraining two or more married
 

ouF'.. 
 - In these terms there are 24 (70I. 6) nuclear and 10 

.29,4"/) cld.; in .aai.aMpur , while;L.M'jl-eCl'.iou .aklsha has 25
 

,.75..i%) nuc.l tar .nd 9 (26..5%X)eX'tended 
 hL'ouseh1 IS,
 

a ys is of- dent a orfm
rosi ia. by +v..trm class rat:egories shows 

an importarst pa tter;. Fo:r Kalampur. there are no e> tencled 

hotsehc~Ad'Oamong the Marjinal .ategory, si x amoncg the Small 

c:ategcjry .and -four among the ..arg.e c-attegory. For dalsha, the 

.esp.c :iVtP i cure a r-r: (7nct-t, Marginal , si x for Small and two 

arae. ySor -. 0bCv i nu. the sc)rnmwhat smal 1 er - ami 1 y si e fo.und 

atrcing t,- nal ecoIdsM IlaitWnthou in both c.:orrnmtnili es also reduce 

th. i r r: lIt 11 of h Av i. r -1: i -j or mre.- ' mar r iedi coup]. prs-)! ent. By 

may c-f+ c',nt r ast tbe Stn,. 1 and Iarge- arm c-1.s hsnt..tehol ds arc 

::nLt, even],y divided batwen ncl1ear and ex t.ened resident.i al 

f '-ms. This re].-at.i onstiip emer'ges not . onily at the household level 

http:COLAp.eS
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bUt'. also in r-ega-ird to the ir'civi dual s for'uinq the living gropLAS. 

Fn'- I.larnpur 131 individtal (60.9%) live in nuc:l ear hn.reholds 

Lh ii. 84 (39.1%) liye in e.i'ended households. The repec.ti.v:e 

4 i ejure., 'F(:' ,. h--a aro 11.7 (62.9%) and 69 (37..1%),. Ainalysis- of 

tmh-,-e i ndl.vi dual -level rlata by .farm~cas.--. show stati sticral ly 

i n i.FiC:art pat :r n', ,,,. e '1"ab I r-e 4. 4) 

TABLE 4.4 HOUSEHOLD TYPE BY FARM CLASS 
-- KALAMPUR AND JALSHA 

KALAMPUR: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES 
HOUSEHOLD 
TYPE MARGINAL SMALL 
 LARGE TOTAL 

No. 7 No. 7 No. 7. No. %
 

NUCLEAR 64 100.0 41 44.6 26 131
44.1 60.9
 

EXTENDED 0 0.0 51 55.4 33 8455.9 39.1
 

TOTAL 64 100.0 92 100.0 59 100.0 215 100.0
 
% 29.8 42.B 27.4 100.0 

Chi-Square 
 58.43556 with 2 degrees of freedom; Significance =.0000
 
Pearson's R .44074; Significance =.0000
 

JALSHA: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES
 
MARGINAL SMALL 
 LARGE TOTAL
 

HOUSEHOLD
 
TYPE No. h No, No. % No.
 

NUCLEAR 52 
 83.9 59 59.6 6 24.0 117 62.9
 

EXTENDED 10 16.1 40 40.4 19 
 76.0 69 37.1
 

TOTAL 62 100.0 99 100.0 25 100.0 186 100.0
 

)% 33.3 53.2 13.4 


Chi-Square 28.35966 with 2 degrees of 
freedom; Significance =.0000
 
Pearson's R .38654; Significance = .0000
 

100.0 
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ECONOMICi CHARACTERIS T I CS 

The pe.ple in the sample houise.hol.ds are actively involved in 

ecnomic ac'ti vities. Even young .c-.hi.dren
help with household
 

chnr.v. run e~rrands-, and a-int in the {.ields (Cain 1977). At
 

thother e:t.reme, old peCople hardly "retire" 
rom eec3norc
 

r: ,nc..ilhi ii.'t. ie although th1e'v may have a reduc:ed wocrk 
load or
 

func:ti on as haby;-sitt.er 
 o0 ' i rni. 1ar impor tant al. bei t passi ve 

Th-'e. HIousehl].d Survey data reveal 
that 55.2% of the persi~ons in 

Ka]arpur have at le ast fone occ::Cupation, while 54.4% of. those in
 

,alsha are work.. The rest
ing. were reported as "not working"
 

(3z.5% in Kalampur and 35..1% 
in ,als.ha) or as "students" (1I.3%,
 

and 10. 5%, respec:tive]y). 
 The labor f-orc:e participation of the
 

p"eo]. i n - the ap 1e- hous.=.eholdsi n Kal ampur and ,Jalaha m-an 
be
 

gr nuped i.n'h n 
the 4oll'Iowing c:at.egor ie:. Housew:i.FE (15./5% and
 

1.9.9%. respecti. vely) , Domest:i.: work (1 1.9% and 7.0%) ; Agric:ulture
 

(17.,5% and 19.,9%) ; General Labor (2. 1% and 1.8%); Rickshaw or
 

rart puller (4.1% and 0.6%); 
Trades (1.5% and 3.5%).; Professaional
 

wor
k (2. I% and 1.2"%.); and oBusine-'ss (0.5% and 0.6%).
 

A n.cond-ar:"y c c u : tt on i s repor'.ed bay only
bvT1 a few persons
 

S7.. 0% in a ur an 10.2% in 3a ,--ha. In i<al ampur six 

indl 'Lda]. a have a.-i. abor as extragrcu.t..ur al. 1. an 
 job, two do 

gjene-al Iahor, three are prf-essior-ials, and four are in Lusires..
 

"' ,]a]sha four ar-. i-volved in agrirl..tura1 labor, three .in
 

g eneral labor, twoW, trade-, one in prof essiona] activit ies, and 

n i 1n -,rE,*ff r of-:som oin .",i"o ,. 

Table 4. s-.Ihown; the pr'imary o:(cc.upai:on by farm lass fr 

indiv i i.., the am)r.., :i.n two vi]. I.aje . . n ) fieholdthe 

http:Housew:i.FE
http:haby;-sitt.er
http:houise.hol.ds
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TABLE 3.5 PRIMARY OCCUPATION BY FARM CLASS -- KALAMPUR AND JALSHA
 

KALAMPUR: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES
 
PRIMARY 
OCCUPATION MARGINAL SMALL LARGE TOTAL 

No. No. No. No. 

HOUSEWIFE 11 17.7 12 15.0 7 13.5 30 15.5 
DOMESTIC 6 9.7 14 17.5 3 5.8 23 11.9 
AGRI LAB' R 6 9.7 17 21.3 11 21.2 34 17.5 
GEN LABOR 4 6.5 0 0.0 0 0.0 4 2.1 
RICKSHAW 4 6.5 4 5.0 0 0.0 9 4.1 
TRADES 1 1.6 1 1.3 1 1.9 3 1.5 
PROFESSION4 1 1.6 1 1.3 2 3.8 4 2.1 
BUSINESS A 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.9 1 0.5 
STUDENT 4 6.5 4 5.0 14 26.9 22 11.3 
NOT WORK 25 40.3 27 33.8 13 25.0 65 33.5 

TOTAL 
% 

62 
32.0 

100.0 80 
41.2 

100.0 52 
26.8 

100.0 194 
100.0 

100.0 

Chi-Square = 40.40905 with 18 degrees of freedom, Significance =.0018 

JALSHA, FARM CLASS CATEGORIES
 
PR IMARY
 
OCCUPATION MARGINAL 
 SMALL LARGE TOTAL
 

No. % No. 
 . No. No. .
 

HOUSEWIFE 12 19.4 20 
 20.8 2 15.4 
 34 19.9
 
DOMESTIC 7 11.3 
 5 5.2 0 0.0 
 12 7.0
 
AGRI LABOR 8 12.9 
 22 22.9 4 30.8 
 34 19.9
 
GEN LABOR 2 3.2 1 1.0 
 0 0.0 3 1.8
 
2ICKSHAW I 1.6 0 0.0 
 0 0.0 1 0.6
 
TRADES 3 4.8 3 3.1 0 
 0.0 6 3.5
 
PROFESSION 2 3.2 0 0.0 
 0 0.0 2 1.2
 
BUSINESS 1 1.6 0 0.0 0 0.0 
 1 0.6
 
STUDENT 
 1 1.6 12 12.5 5 38.5 
 I 10.5
 
NOT WORK 25 40.3 
 33 34.4 2 15.4 
 60 35.1
 

TOTAL 62 100.0 
 96 100.0 13 100.0 171 100.0
 

% 36.Z 56.1 
 7.6 100.0
 

Chi-Square = 31.61726 with 
18 degrees of freedom; Significance =.0244
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It is clear that individuals in all 
c:ategories of households
 

are 
involved in diverse ocupations. The househo.d heao report 

themselves to be agriculturalists in 
all c:ases and their spouses
 

are "hcusewives," but 
other household members work in 
primarily
 

non-a'gricultural activities to help support their families. 
 The 

Marginal 
farm class households are underrepresented in the
 

"student" category 
while they are overrepresented in the lowly 

pWid calegcr'i.es such "rickshaw oras 
 cart puller" and "general
 

labor-." 
 They are a].so underrepresented in the "agricultural 

labor" category -- sir,.-: those who are landless may consider
 

agr'ic:ulture to be only a secondary occupation compared to, say,
 

rickshaw pulling. 

DEVELOPMENTAL CYCLE CHARACTERISTICS
 

Rural peo;ple in Bangladesh pass through 
a number of household
 

situations during their lives 
(cf. Cain 1978421-.438). The
 

general patterns di f-fer 
somewhat for males and females becaause of 

the patrilineal and patrilocal features of 
the kinship and
 

residential systems. 
 In most instances, both males and females
 

(defined here as "ego") 
would be born into a situation in -hich 

their parents are living in an extended relationship with ego's 

paternal grandparents. This is a first period of expansi on within 

the developmental cycle.
 

The second phase in the developmental cycle oc:curs 
as ego
 

grows up and the sat of siblings expands at 
the same time that
 

ego's father's fatoer and father's mother 
are getting older. 

Given the relatively short lifespans for rural people in
 

Bangladesh, thi _.tends to be 
a period of reduction in the number
 

nf married coupl1es in
-. the household (cf, 1'SoL.uza and Bhuyia
 

http:calegcr'i.es
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1982). Mo.st commonly, ego's father's father dies and the 

responsibility .f.-r-serving an head of the household passes to one 

ego's father or one of ego's father's brothers, while the
 

surviving widow remains in the household.
 

The next peri od in the developmental cyAle occurs when ego
 

marries. At. this point the careers of males and females diverge.
 

The males are likely to remain in the homestead or nearby when
 

they marry. On the other hand, the females are likely to leave 

their natal homestead and move in with their groom's household, 

often located in another village or town. In either casen the 

new marriages insure that the household contains two or more 

cou:'~pl].es.
 

The next phase in the developmental cycle of the household 

involves the c:reation of a three-generational extended household. 

The newl.y married ego begins to have children and this represents
 

further expansion. At this point, a male ego has his parents
 

alive and young children joining the household. For a female 

ego. she is bearing children and working in the household of her 

husband and his fami. ly, which also takFes on a multi-generational 

character during this phase. 

When a male ego's father dies, he or a brother will assume
 

mantle of household headship. At the same time, the household has 

been reduced into a nuclear form, even though the deceased head's 

spoue remains living in there. A parallel process occurs in the 

household where the female ego resides.' 

!.ater, as a male ego's ch.1hildren grow up and marry, the 

hous hold again assumes extended form. Ego is the househo.d head
 

at this time but coon will pass the mantle to one of his sons
 

http:cou:'~pl].es
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widow remains in 
own death. Histhrough hi-sei.ther by fiat or 

cycle hasthe developmental
As a senior female, but 

the household 

v e of the specific ego who 
from the perspectirun its c:ourse 

case of a female ego,In the 
as our point of reference.served 

served 
the death of her spouse7 who had 

she wi.1. Ilkely witness 

had beenin which she 
in that other communityheadas household 

as a 
and will either- remain there 

or so,for two decadeslivi. ng 

as a widowed senior
natal, homestead

widow or go back to her 


female.
 
cycle oFdevelopmental

In sum, the generalized hypothetical 

involves ain Bangladeshhouseholdthe rural, agricultural 

and reduction through 
process of expansiondialectic:al 

a
phases during the lifespan of 

seven distinctiveapro, imately 

the longerexpect that
Over time, one would 

given individual. 

women living as widows 
would result in moreof femalesliFespans 

by their male relatives. Having
controlledin households 

cycle, we now
of the developmentalbrief overviewpresented this 


the situation in Kalampur and Jalsha.
 
describe 

show , there are
in Tables 4.6 and 4.7 

As the information 

and extended household typesi 
on the basic nuclear 

many variations 

than the reported 24 nuclear 
in the two villages. Indeed, rather 

analysis of householciin Kalampur,
and i.0 extended households 

15 simplehouseholds;2 "sub-nuclear"revealscomposition 
and 5nuclear" household%;12 "complex"nuclear" households; 

For Jalsha, the reported 25 nuclear and 9 
"extended" households. 

to I ",sub-nuclear"be changed
extended ho,.iseholds should 

7 "complex nuclear"
"nuclear" households;17 simplehousehold-, 

households.and 8 "extended"househ lds; 
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TABLE 4.6 HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION --KALANPUR
 

FARM HOUSEHOLD HOUSEHOLD
 
CLASS COMPOSITION TYPE
 

Large Head ,ife 2 Sons (u), 2 Daus (u) Extended
 
+ [!Son (1), Son's Wiie, ISon's Son (u)]
 

Large Head Wife1 2 Sons (u), I Dau (u) Nuclear +
 
+ Ifead's Mo (a), Head's Sis's Dau (m)] 

Large Head Wife ISon (u) 2 Daus (u) Extended 
+ [{ Son .2), Son's 4ife, I Son's Son (u),
 

I San's Dau (u)]
 
Large Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u), 2 Daus (u) Nuclear +
 

+ [Head's Mo (w)]
 
Large Head, Wife, I Son Cu), 4 Daus(u) Nuclear
 
Large Head, Ni'e I Son (u) Nuclear +
 

+ [Head's Mo Cwifl
 
Large Head Wife, I Son (u), 3 Daus Cu) Nuclear +
 

+ Mead's Mo (m)]
 
Large Head. Wife, 2 Sons (u), 3 Daus (u) Nuclear +
 

+ (Head's Sis's San (ul]
 

Small Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u), 3 Daus (u) Nuclear +
 
+ [Head's Wife's Mo (wI
 

Small Head Wife Extended
 
+ (1 Son, Son's Wife Son's Son Cu)] 

Shall 	 Head, Wife, 3 Daur (u? Nuclear f
 
l(had's Sis (m), Head's Sis's Son (u)]
 

+ [Head's Bro's Son s Wife (m3
 
Small Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u), 2 Daus (u) Nuclear
 
Small Head Extended
 

+ 12 Head's Sons 2 Son's Wives,
 
2 Son's Sons 1u), 2 Son's Daus (u)]
 

Small Head, Wife, 2 Sons (0}, 3 Daus (u) Nuclear
 
Small Head Wife, I Dau (u) Nuclear +
 

+ [Lead's Mo Sis (a))
 
Small Head, Wife, 4 Sons (u), I Dau (d) Nuclear
 
Small Head Wife, 4 Sons (u) Nuclear +
 

+ (Lead's No (w)]
 
Small Haad, Wife Nuclear
 
Small Head Wile, 2 Sons (u), 3 Daus (u) Nuclear +
 

+ aus Im)]
 
Small Head, Wife, I Dau (u) Nuclear +
 

+ (Head's Mo 	(w)]

Small Head Wife, 4 Sons C'), I Dau (u) Extended
 

+ [i Sons, 3 Sb.. Wives, I Son's Dau (u))
 
+ [Head's Mo 	(m)l
 

Marginal Head 	 Nuclear ­
+ (2Head's Bro (u) i Head's Sis (u),
 

IHeal's Mo (m))
 
Marginal Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u), 3 Daus (u) Nuclear
 
Marginal Head, Wife, ISon (u) Nuclear
 
Marginal Head, Wife, I Oau (u) Nuclear.
 
Marginal Head, Wife ISon (u), Nuclear +
 

+ HI Dau 1e01
 
Marginal Wife, ISon (u), 2 Dau (u) Nuclear -

Marginal Head, Wife, I Son (u) 2 Dau (u) Nuclear
 
Marginal head, Wife. 2 Sons (u?, 3 Daus (u) Nuclear
 
Marginal Head, Wife; 2 Daus (u) Nuclear
 
Marginal Head, Wife, I Son (u) IDau (u) Nuclear
 
Marginal Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u) Nuclear
 
Marginal Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u), 3 Daus (u) Nuclear
 
Marginal Head, Wife, 4 Sons (u), I Dau (u) Nuclear
 

Note: u = unmarried, m = married, w --widowed, d divorced
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TABLE 3.7 HOUSEHOLD COMPnSITION -- JALSHA 

FARM HOUSEHOLO HOUSEHOLD
 
CLASS COMPOSIT ION YPE
 

Large Head Wife. 4 Sons (u), I Dau Cu) Extended
 
+ 1(iSon ta), Son's Wife]
 

Large Head Wife 2 Sons (ul, 2 Dau (u) Extended
 
+ [I Son tm), Son's Wife, ISon's Son (u),
 

Small Heads Wife1 2 Daus (u) Nuclear +
 
+ 2 Head' Bre (u), Head's Me Ca)]
 

Small Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u) Extended
 
+ (Head's Fa, Head'5 No]
 

Snall Head, Wife, 3 Sons (ul Nuclear
 
Small Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u) Nuclear
 
Small Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u), 2 Daus (u) Nuclear
 
Stall Head, Wife, ISon (u, I Dau (u) Nuclear
 
Small Head, Wife, 3 Son's (u), I Dau (u) Nuclear
 
Small Head Wife, 2 Sons (u) Extended
 

+ [Lead's Son Son's Wife, Son's Dau (u)l
 
Small Head, Wife, I 4on (u), 2 Daus (u) Nuclear 4
 

+ [Head's eMr (w)
 
Small Head Wife I Son (u), 3 Daus (u) Extended
 

+ [H Head's Son, Son s Wifel
 
Small Head, Wife, I Son (u), I Dau (u) Nuclear
 
Small Head, Wife, I Son (u) Nuclear
 
Small Head, Wife, I Son (u), 3 Daus (u) Nuclear
 
Small Head, Wife, I Son (u) .Extended
 

+ (Head's Son Son s Wife, Son's Dau (u)]
 
Small Head Wife, I fau (u) Nuclear +
 

+(Aead's Bro (u), Head's Mo (w)]
 
Small Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u) Nuclear
 
Small Head Wife, I Son (u) Extended
 

+ [ead's Son Son's Wife]
 
Small Head Wife, I ion (u) 2 Daus (u) Nuclear +
 

+ [Aead's Wife's Mo (Ic
 

Marginal Head Wife Nuclear +
 
+ [i Head's Bro (u), 2 Head's Sis (u),
 

Head's Mo (w)]
 
Marginal Head, Wife, I Son Cu)I Dau (u) 

Margina) Head. Wife1 3 Sons (u) 


I
[ Head s Sons, 2 Son's Wives,
 
I Son's Dau (u)]
 

Marginal Head, Wife, I Son 1u) 

Marginal Head, Wife 

Marginal Head, Wife 


+ (Head's No (w)]

Marginal Wife (w) I Dau (u) 

Marginal Head Wile, ISon (u), I Dau (u) 


+ [Nead's Mo (3)
 
Marginal Head, Wife, ISon (u), IDau (u) 

Marginal Head, Wife, I Son (u), I Dau (u) 

Marginal Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u), I Dau (u) 

Marginal Head, Wife, 3 Daus Cu) 

Marginal Head, Wife, ISun (u), 3 Daus (u) 


Note: u = unmarried, m = married, w = widowed, d 


Nuclear
 
Extended
 

Nuclear
 
Nuclear
 
Nuclear +
 

Nuclear -

Nuclear +
 

Nuclear
 
Nuclear.
 
Nuclear
 
Nuclear
 
Nuclear
 

divorced
 



There are only two 
cases, one in each village7 in which
 

households are headed by women. In 
line with data presented for
 

other rural communities in Bangladesh 
(cf. Cain, Khanam, and
 

Nahar 1979v410-411), these 
are poor Marginal farm class
 

households in 
which the 'widowhas not had a successful claim on
 

her husband's property. 
On the other hand, in the period after 

the Household Survey was completed, the male household head of 

one of the most successful Large farm class households in Jalsha
 

died. His widow is currently in charge of the household -- from
 

which several of 
the male and female children are absent, because
 

they are involved in higher educational studies in the city. 
 So, 

by noc means is it impossible for women to 
run prosperous extended
 

family households with considerable land holdings, but it 
is
 

still very unusual in Kalampur and Jalsha.
 

O.,ne of the causes for possible misinterpretation of the
 

results of the Household Survey involves the status of 
certain
 

ma-,rried 
woman in the sample households whose husbands were not
 

present at 
the time of the survey. They reported themselves as
 

married and thus the household would be coded as 
"extended", 

since it appeared that two or moie married couples were present.
 

However, it is im possible to know if 
these married women are
 

actually abandoned and should, therefore, not be counted as a
 

married couple. 

Itn any event, examination of 
the data reveals that the 

differences in household composition among the three farm class 

categories are 
quite clear. Marginal households are not only the
 

smallest but have the most rudimentary household types in both
 

Kalampur and Jalsha. 
The Small and Large households have more
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members and show more variations on the themes of "complex 

nucl:lear" and "extended" types. As Cain, Khanam, and Nahar 

(197'Q:410) have said, "Without land, or with little land, the 

joint ["extended " I household is unstable." 

The characteristics of these households is also influenced by 

persons not present therein. We have mentioned the daughters 

married out, but others may be away from the homestead because of 

their work, their education, or their marriages. Thus., a 

complete picture of the developmental cycle of the households in 

these villages requires data on the household head's brothers and 

sisters as well as the head's sons and daughters who are living 

elsewhere (whether in the same village or as outside migrants). 

Because this dimensions of the household developmental cycle 

relates specifically to the topic of migration, this discussion 

will be taken up in Chapter 6. 



CHAPTER FIVE
 

LAND ACQUISITIOiN AND INHERITANCE
 

In this chapter we examine the dynamics of land acquisition
 

and inheritance in Choto Kalampur and Jalsha Borohissa. We have
 

already seen that land ownership and land use is at the heart of
 

agri cultural life in these communities. As Arthur and McNicoll
 

have said, "Land, in a country with few other productive assets, 

bestows status, power, and above all security" (1978035). For 

the villagers of Kalampur and Jalsha, as for millions of others 

in the Bangladesh countryside, land is certainly a basic source 

of food, a source of cash, and a form of capital savings and 

investment5 but it also a long-term responsibility to one's
 

immediate family and to one's heir in future generations.
 

OVERVIEW
 

This responsibility for the land is especially serious at 
a
 

time when most village households have only a small1 amount of
 

land at their disposal. The 1978 Land Occupancy Survey gathered
 

data on landholding throughout Bangladesh. According to Cain
 

(1923.156-157), the data collected through the LOS suggests that 

"2R.R". of all rural households in Bangladesh owned no arable 

land, and of these 51% (14.7%) of all households) own no land at 

all." Moreover, it appears that half of all rural households own 

less than fifty decimals (0.50 acres). In this regard, the
 



sample households from Kalampur and Jalsha may be slightly 

bet'ter off than the nati.onal norms. 

How do people in Kal ampur and Jalsha acquire their land? What 

d1o they do to keep, improve, or lose their holdings? And how 

does land pass from generation to generation? These questions 

are not only of interest to social scientists, agric:ultural 

development spec:ialists, and government tax. officials -- they are 

c:entral issues of gossip, intrigue, and legal activities among 

the villagers themselves, As one enters Kalampur from the Aricha 

higt"hway, one sees a group of a do2en cr more scribes, hunched 

nvrpr their ancient typewriters, busy recording the dictation of 

their clients. More often than not, what" is being typed is a 

doc-ument dealing with land. A lease, a mortgage, a sale, or a 

purchase of one or more plots -- these are the affairs of 

e .r'yday in that mean that the differencelife Poe villages 

hbween success or failure for one's family and their future. 

wcau:,e land is so important and new land nonexis'tent, the 

hi''t ",ry of specific plo's of Just a few decimals size can be 

rilated by many farmers. This awareness of land transactions 

made it relatively easy to gather information on land 

acquis-it i.ons in Kal ampur and ,]al sha. 

In Tables 5.. we present data on the main mechanisms by which 

villager s at:quire and lose land. rtese mechanisms are 

inheritance, dowery gift, purchase, and sale. Some of these land 

tran.action meIchanisms are tied te specific moments in the 

indivi dual's life cycle and the developmental cycle of the 

household., while others may occur anytime when need or 

opportunity arises. 



TABLE 5.1 LAND ACQUISITION -- KALAMPUR
 

ACQUSITION MECHANISMS 

INHERITED DOWRY GIFT LAND LAND 
FARM HOUSE- LAND LAND LAND BOUGHT SOLD 
CLASS HOLD # (dec) (dec) (dec) (dec) (dec) 

Large 1 500 0 20 104 23 
Large 2 391 0 0 78 0 
Large 3 161 0 0 90 0 
Large 5 378 0 0 0 0 
Large 8 241 34 0 50 0 
Large 10 303 0 0 0 15 
Large 18 319 0 0 37 16 
Large 20 259 0 52 0 0 

SUBTOTAL 2,572 34 72 359 54 

Small 4 52 0 170 0 52 
Small 6 276 0 0 0 L 
Small 7 257 0 0 0 15 
Small 9 236 0 0 0 0 
Small it 0 0 0 170 26 
Small 12 126 0 0 32 15 
Small 13 0 150 0 0 0 
Small 17 30 0 0 156 17 
Small 19 224 0 6 0 0 
Small 22 57 0 0 22 13 
Small 24 176 0 0 0 98 
Small 25 161 0 0 0 0 
Small 30 86 0 0 26 46 

SUBTOTAL 1,681 150 170 406 296 

Marginal 14 31 0 0 0 0 
Marginal 15 0 15 0 0 0 
Marginal 16 47 0 0 0 4 
Marginal 21 31 0 0 0 0 
Marginal 23 4 0 0 52 0 
t.rginal 26 36 0 0 0 0 
Marginal 27 15 0 0 0 0 
Marginal 28 22 0 0 35 0 
Marginal 29 0 15 0 3 13 
Marginal 31 0 0 0 1 0 
Marginal 32 3 0 0 0 0 
Marginal 33 7 0 0 0 2 
Marginal 34 13 0 2 0 2 

SUBTOTAL 209 30 2 88 21 

TOTAL 47462 214 244 853 373 
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TABLE 5.2 LAND ACQUISITION -- JALSHA
 

ACQUISITION MECHANISMS
 

FARM 
CLASS 

HOUSE-
HOLD # 

INHERITED 
LAND 
(dec) 

DOWRY 
LAND 
(dec) 

GIFT 
LAND 
(dec) 

LAND 
BOUGHT 
(dec) 

LAND 
SOLD 
(dec) 

Large 
Large 
Large 

1 
2 
3 

415 
130 
191 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

364 
160 
77 

91 
0 
0 

SUBTOTAL 736 0 0 601 91 

Small 
Small 
Small 
Small 
Small 

4 
5 
6 
7 
9 

216 
227 
102 

12 
291 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
38 
0 

0 
0 
0 

13 
0 

26 
15 
0 
0 

123 
Small 
Small 
Small 

10 
11 
12 

182 
94 
207 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

17 
33 
39 

0 
0 
65 

Small 
Small 
Small 
Small 
Small 
Small 
Small 
Small 
Small 
Small 

14 
15 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
25 
31 

124 
174 
58 
56 
29 
75 

175 
147 
51 
55 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

49 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

57 
26 
14 
0 

91 
26 
10 
52 
52 
0 

18 
0 
0 
0 
0 
16 
10 
0 
46 
0 

SUBIOTAL 27275 49 38 430 319 

Marginal 
Marginal 
Marginal 
Marginal 
Marginal 
Marginal 

8 
13 
16 
23 
24 
26 

43 
143 
36 

3 
3 

19 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

52 
0 

9 
91 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Marginal 
Marginal 
Marginal 
Marginal 
Marginal 
Marginal 

27 
28 
29 
30 
32 
33 

3 
11 
11 
47 

136 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
4 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
78 

Marginal 34 29 0 0 7. 20 

SUBTOTAL 488 0 0 63 198 

TOTAL 3,499 49 38 1,094 60B 
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Clearly, the primary me=chani sm for land acquinsitio, is
 

inheritance. The heads of 
Large farm class households genera.l.y
 

have inherited moire land than those of 
Small farm class
 

households who in tu.rn usually inherited more than those of
 

Marginal farm class households. Nevertheless, inheritance is not. 

the only way to get land. The next most c:ommon land acquisition
 

mechanism is land purchase. We observe that buying land is
 

especially prevalent among the Large and Small 
farm class 

households, whereas the Marginal farm class households have
 

purc:hased very little. It is interesting to note that land
 

buying seems to be 
more c:ommon in ,]alsha than in Kalampur, but we 

have no ready explanation for this pattern. One possible 

enplanation in that Kalamnpur, as a market, town and small-scale
 

commer:ial center on the main highway, offers other potentially 

mnre pr-of itable arenas for investment than land alone. 

Two orther mechanisms -- dowery and gift -- for land 

acquisition are possible for the people of Kalampur and ,]alsha. 

First, the custom of dowery involves the payment of money, luxury 

goods, or even land to a bridegroom at the time of a marriage. 

Presumably, if land were given it would be in the home village of
 

the hride (unless her family bought land to subsequen'tly give to 

the groom as dowery). In such circumstances, it is likely that 

the bride's brothers would become the managers of the land in 

behalf of their sister and her husband. Whatever, the 

c:ircumstanc:es involving dowery land, we see that it is rare in 

both Kalampur (four cases) and Jalsha (only a single instance). 

The other side of dowery is known as bridetrice, or "Mehr" in 

the local terminology, and involves payments from the man's 



family to that of the bride. The custom of Mehr can involve
 

prompt payments as as
well deferred payments. Acrrdinq to
 

Chaudhury and Ahmecl (1980:26), "The amount 
 of Mehr varies
 

according to the social status of the 
girl's family. A high Mehr 

operates as a deterrent to unilateral divorce ... and so it can
 

be reg-,jarded as it it were a prearranged sum of alimony." 
 From
 

the perspective 
of the male's T+amily, Mehr cou.d represent a loss 

o4f land if the woman involved demands her rights.. Unfortunately, 

we have no data to indicate that a custom exi.t.s in either
 

<,a.lamur or 3al.lha of 
 civing or reserning land as Mehr'.
 

A related form of land acquisition involves the 
gift of land 

t:o someone, often on the occasion of ma'riage, but this appears 

to be rar'e in the s ',wp. e communities. The household heads report 

onlIy four cases in I<a.l. ampur,- and jist one case in Jalsha.
 

For ever-y land buyer 
 there is a seller. The heads of the 

samp le househol:Is have also been active in land sales. The data 

show that. 1 and sel ii n' i s more common in Jal sha than in Kal ampur 

mai' lv because of the heavy sales b'y a few Marginal farm class 

households. It i s also worth noting that most households 

i nvolved with buy:ing land have also been sellers as well. 

It appears that +arme- s sell land reluctant].y and usually
 

ecause of a pressing f'in,ancial need involving sums 
 of money 

beyond what might be borrowed or obtained through other 

mechanisms. In Kalampur land has been sold to establish a milli 

for education purposes., for marriage expenses, for medical 

ex:penses,, to purchase a new homestead, to pay off a debt, and
 

ver, to purchase a cart. In Jalsha7 similar reasons 
were given 

•or selling 1.and, but were supplemented by the decision to sell 



o+f 
old }plots and buy new plots a..ected to be more prnductive.
 

Also, it appear's that in 
Jalsha somio households chose 'a.osell
 

land to deal 
 with ongoing family maintenance ex-en=es
 .
 

In sum, the divers.e mechanisms for acquiring and giving up
 

l..and pr'esent an i-mportilant, domain fur 
f ti e research. 
 The data
 

obt.ained through the Land Jse Survey suggest some 
 f the ways in 

whi.r.:h the agr'iculturalistis of,s KIalampur and Jal.sha are involved in
 

.And at different times of 
their lives -- especially at the death 

of their fathers (inheritance) at marriage (dowe,ry, mehr, )r
 

cift land), 
 or at other cri tiL,] moments such as when going of+
 

higoher education, when a Fami 1ly membEr is ser:ioisly ill , or when 

a deci.ion is made to shift occupations or 
even change
 

homestteads.
 

LAND INHERITANCE
 

Because of the overwhelming impo '-tance of 
inheritance as a
 

means of acquiring land, 
it is important to examine its features 

in more detail. In Bangladesh the rural people h:ave a strong 

patr'ilineal syst em which, c:ombined with the predominant Islamic 

religious practir es, produces an inheritance system that favors 

males over females. In this secti.on, w- shall discuss the
 

impl].ications of the prevailing land inheritance system for the 

present and fLture' of households in Kalampur and ,]alsha. 

An important feature associated with land 
and land use
 

throughout the world is the extent to which inheritanc:e patterns 

appr'x:imate the legal r:odos of a country -- the ideal form of 

behavior --- aid the extent to which inheritance patterns reflect 
a 

deviation from the norm--th-e real form of behavi or- For pLurpnses 

of this study, the practices followed in the inherit.anc:e o' land 



is imprrtant G..caue it is conditioned by the migration patterns 

of men and women. 

On inheritance, Chaudhury and Ahmed (19800 23-24) 

paraphrasing from Prin1ciples of. iohamedan .Lawmay: 

A single daughter inherits half the estate of her' 

late father ri.- mother'. If there is more than one daughter 

and ro son, ther-n the daughters 'Joint. ly inherit tw.jo--thirds 

o:f the es.tate. However, if there is a son (or sons) then 

the daughter or each of the daughters inherits hall o.f* the 

son or each of the son's share. In the absence of a son, 

a daughter inherits the fix-.'ed share and the balance of the 

share of the estate is innerited by other agnatii: 

relations sach as brother or father of the dec:eased. 

The wife inherits a fixed share of one eighth of 

decease?d husband 's estate, if leaveshe any agnatic 

des.endant. If the hulsband does not leave any agnatic 

descendants, then the wi-fe inherits a .fixed share of a 

(uar'ter of he estate, 

IL i important to note that w:i. thin the same family, men 

always inherit more than the women. 

The people of Choto l:alampur and Jalshe Borohissa adhere in 

principle to the ideal of the laws just expressed. The 

fun"ctional reality theof practice of these laws in Kalampur and 

,]al sha however, creaLe a si tuation where women, although they 

t:echnically inherit fromland their father, it often remains in 

the workin g possessio... n of brothers because o-F the prevalent 



exogamous marriage pattern where brides go and live in the 

home.tead of their husbanc. Land inherited by a women 

technically belongs to her but it is more often than not "looked 

after" (i.e., worked) by her brothers. In some wases, the women 

roceive, part of the yields harvested from her land by her 

brothers but in other cases, she e+fectivevy looses the land. 

Anothe- important factor :onditi oning the amount of land 

available to he worked by a single household is the extent to 
whil h males migrate from the village, I. a man migrates from his 

village to a another region of the country, his inherited land is 

usua ll y left to he woik ed by his brothers. ,Just as when his 

sister l.oaves the village he may or may not receive part of the 

pr-odu:e .from 1 andthe al thou.gh ,, but unl i ke his si ster hhe wi 11 

pr obabl y never ]loose control of his lard. 

The codified law of the ideal and the practi.ces of the real 

operate as the controls of inhei: tance in Kalampur and Jalsha. 

Th.o significance of theme controls are mo.-. oticeable and have 

the greatest effect on households, the village and the countr-v as 

a whole hec ause of the fragmenting effect they have on land. 

Wsing the sample of the 34 households from Kalampur and the 

34 households *from ,alsha and the practices of land inheritanze 

in these two villages, it is possible to predict what will happen 

to the land holdings of the next .Tw generations. 

Land inheritance patt.erns in Kalampur and ,]lsha may be 

e.mp"essed an follows: 

T 

~S + MY 



In this situation, T is equal to total amount of land held by 

the household head (usually the father). G is equal to the 

number c+ sons by the household head and D is equal to the number 

n+ daughters of the household head. X is equa.Il to the amount of 

land to be inherited by each son. It is important to remember 

that a daughter inherits one.-half the amount a son inherits. This 

equat."3on does not accournt for the inher:tance of the spouLse of 

the household head (usua.l a wife) because in the final 

analysis, it is unlikely a mother will outlive her adult 

children. In the event of a widower taking a young wife who 

nutl'ives him, this equation would have to be changed to 

incorporate her entitlement to one-eighth of the land. 

Further,,ro re, the equation assumes that dowery land, gift land, 

land purchases, and land sales are not going to influence the 

present amount of land available for inheritance by a household 

head's children. 

In Kalampur, Mr. A. Latif is the head of a L.arge farm class 

household who owns 449 decimals of land divided into 18 plots. He 

has three sons and one daughter. Assuming he has no more 

children, each o. his sons can expect to inherit 129.3 dec:imals 

of land divided into 5.1 plots while his daughter can expect to 

i.nherit 64.1 decimals into 2.6 plots. (In reality, of course, the 

inheritance of .i or .6 of a plcit has no application and the 

nctual distribution of the plots would.d be handl ed informally by 

the sons and daughter.) The results of this inheritance will 

reduce each to Small farm classson a household in one 

generat i on. 
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Assuming the same number of children in the next generiation, 

each grandson of Mr. Latif can expect to inherit from their
 

f athers .36.7 dec imals 
divided into 1.5 plots. Each granddaughter 

can expect 10.3 decimals of land. She will receive only .7 of a 

plot -- i.e., not a complete p].o: -- thus forcing the 

grandchildren to further divide the plots. Therefore, Mr. 

latif' - .grandsocns will bet-come heads of Marginal farm class 

households. In brief, in two generations, a prosperous family is 

tredu.ced to a .functi onallv landless houmEehold. 

Mr. S. Muddus owns ten plots of land equaling 236 decimals. 

He has two sons and two daughters. On his death, each of his 

sons should inherit 3.3 plot-s of land equaling 78.7 decimals 

while his daughters each will re.:eive 39.3 decimals of land 

c:ons:isting of 1.7 plots. Similarly, in the next generation, Mr.
 

Muddus' grandsons can 
expect to inherit 1.1 plot totaling 26.2 

decimal.s of land and his granddaughters will receive .6 plots at 

3.1 decimals each. As in the case of Mr. Latif, Mr. Puddus and
 

his family will have divided the land so 
many times through 

inheritance that they become effectively landless within two 

generati ons. 

Mr. K. Kabir is a Marginal farm class household head who owns 

36 decimal.s of land in four plots. He has three sons and .four 

daughters. When the land is fir'st divided through inheritance, 

each son receives .8 of a plot of 7.2 decimals (barely enough for 

a small homestead). Each daughter receives only .4 of a plot 

equaling 3.6 decimals. In the case of Mr. Kabir-, who started 

with only a marginal amoun L of land, his family becomes 

effectively landle.ss in only one generation. 
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A similar situation occurs in Jalsha. Mr. J. Khan, for 

example, is the head of 
a Large farm class hcusehold. He owns
 

688 decimals of land divided into 19 plots. 
He has three sons
 

who 
can expect t, inherit 152.9 decimals o land 
in 4.2 plots,
 

and three daughters, who ran expect 
to inherit 76.4 decimals of
 

land divided 
into 2.t. pl ots. His sons w ill pass on land to their
 

sons in the amount o? 
.9 p1.:ots equaling 34 decimals each. 
 The
 

daughter, each will 
receive 17 decimals of land divided into .5 

plo,ts. Even though Mr. 
Khan and his .family had the security
 

assc, 
iated with ownirg relative large amounts of land, his
 

grandchildren 
inherit the insecurity associ:iated wi th owning small 

amounts of land. 

Mr. M. Wiz has two sons and three daughters. He owns 200 

decimals of land in II plots making him the head of Small farm
 

class household. 
 Al though not a wealthy man, he is able to 

pro:vide the basic necessities o-f life for" his family. But upon
 

his death, his sons will 
inherit only 57.3 decimals o+ land in
 

3.1 p1lts and his daughter's only 28.6 decimals in 1.6 plots. It 

is unlikely that the sons of Mr. Aziz will be able to maintain a
 

-tandarId of living equal 
to their father on only 97.3 decimals of
 

land. Mr. Azi's grandsons can 
expect to inherit from their
 

fathers only 16.3 decimals in .8 of a plot. 
 The sisters f these
 

men can expect 
to inherit only 9.2 decimals of land in a .4 plot. 

As a .famil.y, the Azlzesi because of inheritance patterns, moved 

frnm a Sn.lI to a Marginal farm class household. By the second 

genr-ation each son owns only 16. . decimals of .and -- effectively 

reducing them to landless. 
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Mr. R. Habib is representative of thu Marginal farm class in 

Jialsha. He owns only two plots totaling 47 decimals and has +our
 

c:hi.dren, three males and a female. Obviously Mr. Habib has very
 

little land to 
leave his children. His sons can 
expect to
 

inherit 1l.4 decimals of land. Orj each son 
will receive only .6 

of a plot whic:h requires that each plot be even further divided. 

Each daug]ht er can expect to inherit 6.7 decimals,of land or .3 of 

a ilot. nI brief, it will take only one generation for the Habib
 

f ramilv to hecome landless.
 

The above individual 
 cases are representative of 
the families 

of Kalampur and ,'alsha Thetse inheritance histories, 
as all
 

inheritance histories in 
the two villages, are conditioned by (1) 

t-he amount of land .inheritedby the head of the household; (2)
 

th-te amoun-t of land acquired through 
dowery, gift, or purchase;
 

(') tihe amount of 
 land sold. arid (4) the number and 
sex of those 

r-h:ildren who are living at the time of the household head's death
 

(or, rarely, the p.as.ing of the land 
to the heirs while the head
 

.isstill alive).
 

Each of 
these factors in the equation influence the chances 

of childr-en rceiving l.and through inheri 
tar ce. In particular,
 

the farmer 
and his childr.n have little real control over the
 

ni-rmber of. male and female c:hildren who are born and who live to 

an age for rec:eiving their 
inherit nce. 
Thus, if a man has many 

sons, ever, though he may be a 
Large farmer-, s-ubseqLuent
 

genwra'inans may become effectively landless in 
a relatively short
 

peri od of time. 

A similar scenario exists if the inheritance of land is 

aggregated by arm class for Kalampur and ,Jalsha. For example,
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according to the data in the Land Use Survey, in 
Kalampur the
 

average land holding o. 
a Large farm c.lass household is 359.3 

decimals divided into 15.8 plots. In ,Jalsha, -'37 decimals of 

land is the average hilding of a Large farm class househo d. The
 

average number of plots in 14.6. 
 Based on traditional
 

inheritance, an illustrated in the case histories presented
 

above, a similar pattern nf land fragmentati on emerges-iin both 

village,. In one generation, Large farm class households c,,n be
 

ampected to be reduced in land holdings to Small farm class
 

households. By the second generation, the land holdings will 
be
 

fur'tlher reduced 
to !he size of: Marginal +arm class households. In 

.ome :asesR, this means that the family bec:omes landless. 

Rmall farm cl.ass households in Kalampur hold on average 99.7 

decirmals o land in 22.2 plots. In Jalsha, their counterparts
 

on 132.4 decimals of lannd in 7., plots. The inheritors in the
 

first descending generation receive only 32.9 decimals o+ 
land in
 

Kalampur and 62.3 in Jalsha. In the next 
descending generation,
 

the average inheritance or individuals in kalampur is 11 

decimals arid in ,Jalshait is 20.4 decimals, barely enough for a 

hcmestead alone.
 

In the case of Marginal +arm class households, the average 

land holdirg in Kalampur in 15.2 decimals oW land which is then 

redur.Fed to 5.6 decimals in the next descending generation. In 

:]alsha the average land hi; diny is 17 decimals wJhic:h is reduced 

tW R.1 in the firs't descending generation. In both Kalampur and 

Jalsha Marginal farm c lass househoI.ds are reduced to a landless 

categnry by the sec'ond descending generation. 

http:househoI.ds
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Fc:r further purposes o analysis, the data may be aggregated 

by village. In Kalampur the aver'age land holding for all the
 

sample househo:lds is 143.2 decimals divided into 9.5 plots while
 

in Jalsha the average number of pl.ots is 6.4 totaling 121.9
 

decimals of land. Using these averages to compare the sample 

households in the two villages, by the 2nd descending generation
 

in Kalampur the households wil.. have become Marginal 
farm class 

huseho].is while in Jalsha, although individuals will own less 

land, by the second descending generation they will remain in the 

c-lass of mall farm :.ass households. In the next generation, 

hojever, they too will be reduced to Marginal farm class
 

householdcs. 

Land fragmentation by farm class and by village in Kalampur
 

and Jalsha based on traditional inheritance patterns is
 

illustrated in Tables 5.3 and 5.4.
 

http:huseho].is


TABLE 5.3
 
PROJECTED LAND HOLDINGS OF FUTURE GENERATIONS
 

BASED ON LEGAL PRINCIPLES BY FARM CLASS
 

KALAMPUR 	 JALSHA
 

LARGE Av. No.l Av. Amt. i Av. No. I Av. Amt. I 
FARM Plots 1 Land H Plots I Land I 

S---------I ---------I----------
Present iI 1 

Generation 15.6 35B.3 H 14.6 1 437.0 1 
------- 7-------11 ----- -----

Ist Descending ! 1 I 

Generation 4.5 109.3 H 4.2 1 119.2 1 
SI ----- I 

2nd Descending 1 Ii 

Generation 1.3 I 21.9 It 1.2 i 34.1 1 
It i i 

KALAMPUR 	 JALSHA
 

SMALL I Av. No.! Av. Amt. II Av. No. I Av. Amt. I
 
FARM I Plots Land H Plots I Land
 

I 	 II I I
 
I-------	 --- ----- I-------

Present I.
 

Generation 22.2 99.7 H 7.3 I 132.4 I
 
I II 

~~--- i---------it -- - . --. - -- - --.-


Ist Descending I I
 
Generation i 7.4 32.9 i 2.9 I 62.3 I
 

I . . . . . . . . . . . I. . . . . . I . . . . . . I
 
! ---- ------- t ----------------	 I 

2nd Descending 	I I I
 
Generation 	 1 2.4 I 11.0 i 1.2 I 20.4 I
 

S I I I I
 

KALAMPUR 	 JALSHA
 

MARGINAL ' Av. No.! Av. Amt. i Av. No. I Av. Amt. I
 
FARM I Plots 1 Land i Plots I Land I
 

I II 
----------- 111---------- i----------i 

Present i I I I 

Generation 	 i 1.5 15.2 H 2.5 1 17.0
 
i-- - - - - - - - - I! - - - - I-- - -- -


Ist Descending i I I
 
Generation .5 5.6 II 1.0 I 6.1 1
 

.. . . . . . .. . .I. .I--------------- ---------I .. ------ I 

2nd Descending I i it 
Generation I - - I - I -

SIt I 	 I
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Table 5.4
 
PROJECTED LAND HOLDINGS OF FUTURE GENERATIONS
 

BASED ON LEGAL PRINCIPLES BY VILLAGE
 

KALAMPUR JALSHA
 

ALLFAR i-------- ---- ----------------------------
ALL FARM Av. No., Av. tiiit. H1 Av. No. I Av. Amt. I 
CLASSES I Plots Land 1 Plots . Land 

~---------------------------------

Present 
Generation 

*I 
8.5 143.2 I 

I I 
6.4 1 121.9 

*- - ------ --- -------------

Ist Descending I 
Generation 2.6 I 47.7 H 4.2 1 61.2 i 

I-------- ---------- -
2nd Dpseending H i 
Generation 0.9 

I 
1 
I-II 

15.9 H 2.0 1 54.1 

------ --------------­

3rd Descending I I I 
Generation 1 0.3 5.3 I 1.8 I 36.1 

S-- I 
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LAN FRAGMfENTION AND L.AND CONSOLIDATION
 

It. is important to note that these 
figures for potential land 

franmentation are based on codified inheritance laws as expressed 

in Bangladesh. The data from the sample households in Kalampur
 

and Jalsha clearly demnr,.strate a significant difference between
 

ideal 'inheri tance practices and real inheritance practices. The 

modpl sugg:est that in a maximum of three generations a].l
 

hous:eholds in the two villages 
 -- regard.ess of present farm 
class -- will become effectively landless. In ralitv
 

ef.ectivelyi1 this is
 

not happening in Kalampur and Jalsha, because of the intervening 

e+..cts of land purchases, .ales, and to a much lesser degree 

doweries and gifts. 

For ex:ample, Mr. A. Latif, whom we discussed earlier,
 

i nheri i"ited 371 decimal s of land when he 
 was 28 years old but had 

already increased his.. land holdings to 449 decimals just four 

years later when the Land Use Survey was conducted.
 

Similar].y, his next door neighbor, Mr. M. 
 Chowdhury, the 

40-year old head of a Small farm class household, had increased 

his land holdings to decimals170 at. the time of the L.and Use 

Survpy 'i- om the i2 decimals that his father originally left him 

n 1? 5 when he was just. twelve years old. He managed this by 

sel. ing his inherited land and moving in with his father-in-law 

wh o gave him 170 decimals after he married. 

In Kalampur 667 of the Large farm class households have 

inc'reaned their land holdings beyond what they had inherited from 

t:hei.'r Fathers . Among Small far'm class households 5 X also 

increased their land holdings, as did 30% of the Marginal farm 

rl. ass hou'ehol ds. 
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Among L.arge farm class households in Kalampur, the average 

number of decimals owned has increased 15A over what was 

:i. The iespective figure .for Small farm cla-snherited 

households is 50% and for Marginal farm c].ass households is 13%. 

In Jalsha forohissa, there has been a parallel increa.e in 

the amount of land presently owned over the amount of land 

inherited. All thre,? of the L.arge f arm class households in the 

sample have increased their land holdings. Among Small farm 

class.hnutsehol Id~s 65% have more land now than they inherited, 

wthareas only I') of the Marginal farm class households have 

incrpea.ed their holdings. 

The amount of land presently owned by the three Large farm 

K-iano hou.sehoIds in Jal mha has grown by 79% since inheritance. 

The farm class households now own an average of 23% more 

land than they inherited,but among Marginal farm class 

householIds, the inc:rease is only 2%. 

Overall, in hcoth Kalampur and Jalsha, 50% of all households 

in the samp le, recardless of farm class, have increased 'the 

amount of land presentli, owned over their inheritance. On the 

other hand, 507. of all households in the sample have either 

maintained or- lost s.ome of the land they inherited. With regard 

to the speci.fic amount of land owned, there is only a slight 

diferenr'e between the two villages. In Kalampur there has been 

an average increase in the amount of land held hy each household 

Ln the sample of 26%. In Jal sha the average increase in land 

held .is 34%. 

In Kalampur and Jalsha two opposing trends -- land 

fragmentation and land consolidati on -- are revealed through the 

http:incrpea.ed
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land Use Survey data. Although the general model of land 

inheri t.arnce suggests that, :i.n two or three generations, all of
 

the sample household,.s would have become Marginal (if not
 

lard.es.) there are other forces at work, 
 :irncluding ].and 

:"rcha.e, Land sal.es, dower-ies, and gift s that a+?ec:t the amount 

of land available for inheritance by the next generation. 

M:reover, a comprehensive analysis of land acquisition and
 

frogmentation shou. 
 'l:ake inoto account the developmental cycle of 

the household (including the age of the household h ead, the ages 

of the male and female children eligib.e for' inheritance, and the 

f amily'm cur-rent soc:i-economic status). For' instancO, ther-e are 

a few cases in which sample househol d heads have not inherited 

ar- land. This may mean that there is no land for them to 

:inher'it or it may mean that their father's have nqt. yet died or 

given up thei r land, to their children. This, in turn, obviously 

infl uences their own children's carices for inheritance.
 

A pnt.entially ominous implication of the data 
on land
 

holdings, inher:itance, and acquisition follows 
from the ability 

of Large farir class households to incrtease their share of the 

village lands. Sinc:e no "pioneer" lands are available for 

settlement in Kalampur or ,Jalsha the current pattern of 

inequality in Jand ho.dings may worsen in future years. On the 

nthar hand, the Large farm c.-.lass households have general.y older 

heads and are farther along the developmental cycle than are the 

Smal]. adr'i Marninal farm c:.lass hou.eholds. As a result the Large 

farm class households may pass into the next inheritance phase 

when the Small and Large households in the sample are still able 

to work at ex.'panding their holdings. 
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The c:ormplex relationship among the variables involved in thi. 

czont.inuing transiti:r in land holdings in lKalampur and Jal ha 

also must take into account, the role of family members outside of 

the hoi.-.ehold itself. This b-ings us to the final compokent of 

our analysis of the +arming systems in tioese two com'munities. In 

the next chapter we shall discuss in detail the circumstances of 

mi gration .+or Kal ampur and ,]al sha a.nd then consider it.s 

imp lic-ations for their farm:ing systems. 



-104--


CHAPTER 6
 

MIGRATION AND FARMING SYSTEMS
 

In this c.hapter 
wo shall ex amine migration as the final
 

component of our general framework f+or the analysis of 
farming
 

systems in 
Choto Kalampur and ,]alwh-a Bor-ohi ssa. Because migration 

has been the object of many studies, few of which are directly
 

concerned with agricultural prohlems, we shall begin the
 

discussion with 
a brief review of the literature on migration in 

Aia. Then we snall discuss the data base for the study of 

rrmigrants who have moved into and out of the two sample
 

comm.initi.es. At that point 
we can turn our attenti on to the
 

pat terns o movements found 
among the migrants, as well as their 

demographic and social-ecoruom'ic character:stics. An analysi s of 

migration to and from the two v:il].ages in terms of farm class 

categori .--will give some perspective on the linkages between 

migratiorn and farmi ng systems. The chapter concludes with a few 

case hi..to,-ies Tnr: the migru-ants of Kalampur and Jalsha.
 

MIGRATION IN ASIAt 
A REVIEW
 

The impact of population growth and movement 
in developing 

countries is highly visible and has, in recent years, become a 

area of concern for development planners and politic:ians. The
 

related literature is remarkable in terms of 
its extent and
 

http:comm.initi.es


diver'sity. For the purposes of thi s review, an emphasis has been 

placed on the Asian literature and it has been divided into 
several v.rlapping c.:ategor'ies; characteristics of migrants, 

d(tlerminants n, migration, patterns of population movement,
 

conseq:juenczes of migration, 
 and migration and development.
 

CF-IAACTERISTICS (IF MIGRANTS
 

The chara'teristics 
 of migrants is a consideration which has 

long held the at'tentir of migration researchers. The ages at
 

which most migratio n takes plac:e are 15-24 
 for males and 20-24
 

for *+. malp (Simmons et al. 1977). 
 This circumstance has been 

explained as a response to employment opportunities, the tendency 

•.r" you g people to be eager for new experiences, dissatis.faction 

with the family situalion, and a tradition of young males leaving 

home in siearc:h cof cash for bride price (M.. Soon 1969; 

Prachuabmoh and Tirasawat, 1972- Wen Lang 1972). Sex is another 

chara-.Leri Stic( which has recceived consi derable attention "rom
 

migration researchers. The 
 general trend reflects a bias toward 

male migrants (c.. Eames 1969; Sternstein 1974). However, Pryor
 

(1959), TURA (1976), 
 and Ulack (1972) suggest that in the age 

rohort 15-.19 years, there tends to be more female migrants. Pryor 

has further suggested that "females tend to predominate in short 

di sl.,ncs moves and in the later stages of development of a 

migration stream, whi].e males Lend to predominate in long 

di.-s'. rr.- and pioneering moves, and in the earlier stages of the 

d 'velopment Lf a migration stream" (1969:65). Differences in 

migration pattern-i based on sex have constituted an important 

part of migration surveys, however, little attempt has been made 

to explai.n the relevance of sex di'f:ferentials in terms of its 
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effects on birthrate, employment, social struc:ture or land 

t.enuLr e. 

skill level is another variable which hasEducation and/or 


been studied and contrary to expectations, education level is
 

correlated to migratory tendencies. Greenwood (1971)
positively 

and Connell et al. (1976) have demonstrated this tendency in 

India, while Prachuabmoh (1972) has shown similar results for 

Thailand and Malaysia. Prachuabmoh and Tirasawat (1972) have 

in Thailand, individuals of 1owe-r occupationfurther shown that 

le,vels tend to be less mobile. S:i. milar findings have been found 

hy Ri chards (1972) for India and Laquain (1772a 1972b) for the 

Wen Lang (1972) and VisariaPhilippines. Stoehel et al. (1972)7 


(1972) have demonstrated that movement of individuals is closely
 

correlated with occupaticon. Bogue and Zachariah (196), on the
 

other hand, have emphasized the preponderance of migrants who are
 

employed in low status job., 

Kinship and ethnicity play a ma ior role in migration 

p:atterning. Families perform a supportive role at both the place 

:if oriagin and the ol.ace of destination in terms of information, 

hnusing employment contacts and care for *family members left 

behind (c. Banerjee 1983; Bruner 1961; Eames, 1967; Simkins and 

Wernstedt 1971). Textor (1956) and Speare (1971) have 

demonstrated the role ethnicity plays in determining the social 

nt. work r. migrants at their destination.0 

DETERMINANTS OF MIGRATION 

account for migr'ationThe literature regarding factors which 

can be subdivided into several categories. Economic influences 

may be structural, that i.s, the political economy of the country, 
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land dist ribution, agricultural produc:tivity have major impacts 

on micgratory behavior. Alternatively, intervention in terms of­

modern technology and the mec:hanization of agriculture, have 

resulted in unemployment and i "rome differentials which are 

associated with migration. Non-ec:onomic ir'fluences include 

s.ocial c-ange and conflict ecologi cal (::hange, and population 

g r'owth.
 

By viewing the world as an open system, it is necew.'ry to 

consider the effects of the world economic system and 

internatioral investment on migration in individual nations. Only 

a Few authors have attempted an analysis of migration on this 

mAcro level (c:f. Cummings 1974; Refor'ma 19725 Withington 1967). 

land distribution and agricultural production, on the other 

hand, have rec:eived considerahle attention as structural 

determ'inants of miro"atory behavior. Population pressure, land 

ownersh:ip differen'tials, regional productivity and economic 

all .whichgr owth are variables have been discussed as determinant
 

fac:tors:. in the migration decision-making process. (cf. Castill 

1972- TURA 1976; Sicat 1972, Wertheim 1964). 

The afects of modern technology, the mechanization of 

agriculture, and the Green Revoilution have also been discu.sed 

-xtnsively by migr-ation scholars (-f. Castillo 1972; 

Pr achi ohmoh and Tir..wat 1972 Vi-.a"ia 1972, Widjojo 1964). The 

i. nterrelationship between economi c opportunity, income 

di.ffer,-ent.ials and migration has been emphasized. Pryor (1969) 

arguev tt:at
 



The level of economic: development of a country is 

integrally linked with the nature and magnitude of
 

employment opportunit:ies, and positive 
 growth in these 

spheres is causally related to the initiation and
 

development of migration patterns 
 (Pryor 1969:74 quoted in 

Simmons et al. 1977). 

Lewis (1954)K Fei and Ranis (1961), and Kwok and Singh (1981) 

have discussed the positive correlati on between employment
 

opportunities, increasing 
 wage differ'entials and migration. In
 

the name 
 vein, Harris and Tordaro (1970) and Ohashi (1980) have
 

demonstra't.ed the 
effect of expected wealth differentials on 

mi r. y behavi or as a mechanism for emplaininy continued 

migration to areas of high unemployment. Sjaastad (1962) has 

conidered migratory behavior through cost-benefit analysis. 

Following this ]ead, a number of researchers have demonstrated 

nt only the effer-ts of wage differentials on promoting migrati on 

hut also the ex:istence of- in'come thresholds below which migration 

is unlikely "to take plac:e (cf. DeVoretz 1972; Goldstein 1972; 

rSrepnwood, 1971; Mend a--Pascua 1966; Padki 1964; Sternstei n 

1974; -peare 1971; Tei.:torr 1956). Alternatively, some studies show 

that poverty at the place of orcigin provi(:led the impetus to 

mci gr'ate Ccf. Gaur and Nepal 1962- F.Padki 1964). Often these two 

appr oaches are comb ined to prodcce a "push-pull" approach to 

migration whI. ch emphasiz es the effer:t.s of "pull" on in-migration 

'ind "push" on out-migration (cf. Chaudhury, 1979 1983; Goldstein 

1972- Sarkar 1980). 

http:demonstra't.ed
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Recent interest in decision--making a raticinal process has
as 


resul'ted in extensive r'esearch 
into both micro and macro aspects 

fC migration decisio,n-making (cf. Daner-Jee 1981; B-own and
 

Raunders 1981; 
Choi 1981; De Jong and Gardener, 1901a 1901b; De 

Jong and Fawcett 1981; Do Jong and Harbison 1981; Gardner 1981; 

Bondlman 1931; Haberk,r-n , 1.901; Indhapanya 190; Mehta 1.9e2; Ward 

-981. Zahlan, t.8.). 

Simmons et al. (1977) have suggested that non-economic
 

:fLenf '3.Cie-s
on migration include social 
change and conflict, 

:c:o logical change and pop.lati:ion grow'th . Political conflict and 

r ­ 1 ion hA; ,eu- di--cu.-.s d as a major :infle.tnces on the
 

migr-ation patterncs of As'ia 
(cf. Goodman 1973; "nNicoll , 196; 

!ardho 194). -o(ial conflic. within the village has been 

(c:nt-idared by Desaint (1971) a5 a contributing - nrce in 

mgy at i ori n Thailand. - imilarl,/, Sripr-aphai and Sripraphai 

(19?0) have conidi-red the soc:ial, psychological ar d ecological 

m-, . nk. migrat'.nrn.t i-, a vill .nein Tha-. ariad-. Little research 

han heen dorne. howeve-, on the Pfects of political anti 

ii arnrCIo nn migbeen c-dca choices. 
Erc] 
 hani has been consdered by Phi lips (1959) and
 

We-rtheim (1964) in term-s f.:
soil changes due to human
 

i:trvertion. Simmons et al. 
 (1977) have hriefly mentioned the
 

ff t: lo
ts defol i.at.ion and f.Iont-din . Soemarwoito a1981)has 

cnorsierccr ,l c:ii qi cal ef-efcts in termsn f carryirg :anpaci'ty. 

Popul ati on Pre" -
.i.' has been di scu:.-.'-ed as a rnajor' detei-mi nant 

nf mi'f:r-at i n , hnOwLe'v-r-. fe.w-,srt.ud ies have actually clefined 

p'ipuL1.at:i onn C:C ipressure.... co"n sftructed ImeLth'dologi co whi ch enabl e the 

r-R earch.:rs' to measltre and analyze :it. (c:f. Cunnirigham 1974;
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Oessaint 1971; Gaur and Nepal 1962; Mendoza-Pascual 1966; Ulack 

1972) 

PATTERNS OF POPULATION MOVEMENT 

A small number of studies have considered the patterns of 

pF, ulation movement by mapping the 1loc ati on of origin and 

destination of migrants. This approach provides inoformation 

corict::irningi the physic:al location of people and the movement of 

pnpulat i on through time and spac:e (cf. Dasgupta 1982; Hugo 1978; 

Pryor 1969). Often detail.s of migration patterns are found 

ir Iid ed in more general studies, incorporated with information 

: Lvu other aspects of migration (cf. Effendi 1977; Kim 1982; 

(ib.'r-- 1979; Pernia 1979; Prasartkul 1977; Premi 1980; Tirasawat 

and Moir 1982). 

Some studies, conc::erned with patterns of population movement, 

have addr es-sed the issues of stage migration, in wJhic h migrants 

live ir-st in snaller urar, certers before finally moving into 

la-rger cities.. Others h'ave considered return mi grat ion and 

cyc:lical migration (cf. Choi 1984; GoldsLein 1978; Goldstein and 

G ] dstei n 1990- Hansen 1979; Laquian 1982; Lee 1980R; Mantra 1981; 

Mc:Ge: 1971a 1971b;. Prachuahmoh and Tirasawat 1972; Textor 1956). 

(NSEDi II'CES OF MI RAT ION 

Mc-st of the early research stressed economic ard social 

aspert, of mioratio n-, especiaL1y as they applied to the migrants 

th mselves. Simmors. Pt al. (1977) after a careful consideration 

ofi the e:isting .iterat-ure identif.ied a need for research on the 

coneSqu.ences of mi grat i on. 

Although many articles detail the demographic characteristics 

fimigrants, few of thcs.e. 'eviewed carry the analys:is a step 
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*urt her- to 	 comnpare the "b-ef:ore" and "afte'r" conditions in the 

pn are of ori gi n . . many of the same que:-,t:ions concerni ng the 

efei t , cf migration on the place :of or:igin can he posed for the 

place of destination ... the research has generally been weak in 

provi di no answers nrn consrquences at either end o-f the mi gration 

.tr-am (Simmons et al. 1977: 59-60). 

rnning t 	 on ofRps-e..a r'h cionc er t he i ofpatc0 { r i r-at ion pl ace 

origin included data abc'ut" socio-cultural effects, especially in 

tarm'. of .r- I. ". ty and modernizat ion ( -. Go].dst.ein 1971; 

Gn, dsti n and Tiraawat 1972, Schnaiberg 1970) , and economic 

.- f.c: tq, through r emi..tances (cf. Gaur and Nepal 1962; Hart, 

1971; Padki 19643 Visaria 1972. 

Changes in the demographic pr-of i le and the ef.fec:ts of those 

c:langes on ec:ononmi ( pportuni ties at the pl ace of desti nti on 

h-ve b een c ronsid,'ed by Gireernwood (1971), Mendoza-Pascual (1966). 

Rogue ani Zachariah (1.963) Simins and Wer'ns'ted (1971), 

Tangoan.tiang (1960), and Thomas and Bloc k (1970). Fer-,t. ility of 

mig rants has been c:oncic:ered by Hender'shot (1971), Goldstein 

1971.) and the psychologicial and sociat effe-c:tsr cf disloc:ati.on on 

m'igor antts has been studied by £[h oare (1971) , Laquiar'n (:1972a 

10 72h) 7 Mc:ee (1973), Stone (197.) , We-rtheirm (1964)7 (1973)" 

Wertheim (c1964), and Wi thinot orn (1967). 

Recently, an e* en.angivve I.it erat.ur'r. has develoned inr all o: : 

f ht"sp arnrae. Comparative s tudi :: teeffets',t' of migrat:ion on 

- t 't:e'.-t .v of ir ants'; non--migr. havehIc, " 4t rnI i. ; - er . 1fi mn , and cj"rant s b een 

p-ro-nt ta--. 	 (.!. A ] ,.h1 JP7f.. Bach, 1991; Goldsteii 1970a 1978b; 

.1"< - ., 1dG-I ".- n- an.9191 1 I,' 1983: Goldt: ein, G. 't.ein arti 

I t marrn , I 9 ,Rt21I-lart.i s-on, ad rid We,-i ,ha r 1 9RI ; Hi dav 197:; Mactnan i 

http:disloc:ati.on


Haweyv and Shuchmar.. 1979; Oey 1975; S'tanhope, Prior and Harding
 

i . l; -n,(' 9H-, i I91;adhar 1992) ,S.n,( . ' and Stc(kUl.k. .Other 

renpa..i:r'he hav-- ue' cs.e.'. mat.erials to test hypC.othese,.s and 

mn:pw ofrpoduct iv~ e respnnse to migorati.on (c:f. M or ads 1980; 

Po:rn i,- 1915: O.'ngh,. Yadava and Yadava 1981). .Sim'ilarly, 

i lf'' mjI-h:In or cn(:s0,equenc:sc remi ta.nc.s ha' i ,-t.. ' the' of s -ncras 

dramatic: ciy Cc+. C;onne ll 1990; Eas't-erlin 1980; Hadi 1982; Hugo, 

Gra-m, 1983; L..ipton 19 0; Oberai and Si ngh 1980ia, 1980b 1981a; 

F' t:ty 19 1), 

A marrr apprc,ah to the co[n'rseqluen.:es of migration has 

RddU-'.psse:.d the impact of pnpulation movement on soc:iety and the 

Pcrnjmy (cf. Eames 1969; Eas'terlin 1920; Goldscheider, 1984a; 

.ansen 1977 1979n Mc:Gee 19'7[ Pad.i 1964 :'rayovr 1991; United 

Nat i Cnn Report 1980 19% 1922,). Similar 1y, a recert concern 

wiIh tihp interaction of mig-ratiorn and development programming has 

r---.c'd in a burgeon i.ng of the l.i. terature in this area (cf. 

Ralan 19[1 East.erlin 19803 Findley 1982; Fuguiltt 1979; Goldstein 

1979 1983;- Han sen, 1977; ,Jones and Richter 1981; Lim and Gosl'irg 

1979; Oberai and Sinqh 1981b; Padilla 1902; Prayor 1979; Rhoda 

1980- Rogers ard Wi.lliamson 1992 Tirasawat and Mercado 1902). 

MI PAT IllN I N BANGLA)ESH 

Trf ormat i on about popul at: on movement i n Bangladesh tends to 

17,,c.f- a mor e encyclopedic natLure, usualy foun'fd in volumes 

rnnta:inri nc gener'aJ in+ormat ion about the courtry ard i.s people 

(cF. A amg ir 19R2; Chowdhlury, Az i :. and Shaik h, 1969; Jni ted 

Nations rep ort 1981). Stoekel et a. (1972) have considered the 

mir.gra:ion patterns of Bangladeshi professionals-and Khar (1992), 

Krishnarn and Rowe (19810) , and Oiaidullah (1979) have traced
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patterns of popula'tion oivement primarily from rural to urban
 

area.- Shamsuddin (197R) has pro cvided information regarding
 

characteris tics of migrant s 
 and the ef:fects of migration on
 

industria]..i zation and 
 urbanizati t n i n Bangladesh's metropo].itan 

c:eoe i- s. Chaudhury (1979) has cons.iderec-d populati on movement at 

the level of both the village and the individual, testing a
 

ntur b e r of hypot.heses conc:erning the impact 
of "push" and "pull" 

F-actor.r 

RU1II.-URAI.. AND MARRIAGE M IGRATION 

The bulk of migrati on liter-atur e is concerned with 

r ira]--urban migration. Only a fe'j authorsa have considered the 

circums,'tanr:es surrolunding rural-rural population movements and
 

this type of data 
 i.s mo t often presented within the context of a 

mo qnem alcien disa-.cussion on iniig ration (c::f. Abeysekera 1984; 

Si mkins, and Wernri-tedt: 1971 ; Tangoanti a r, , 1968. Thomas and Bl.ock; 

t970 Wertheim 19 4 Withington 1967). F.uthermore most studios 

have PrpaGi,...-.ed male himigratinc, , although a few have cconsidered 

.e;: diei e:rnt.ialq r mig ratirion patter'-ning Usually,, however,. 

ae no t:finalp - di.s£c:u sedC as a distinc:t migr'ant group, rather they 

ar'e r sered visa-a--.vis- their ma].le cnunterparts (cf. Eames. 1969. 

G8",IdQHcheider :1924b; Kim 1972. Pryo- 1969. Singh 1978; tllack 

197?). Raymndo (1982) and Piampiti (1982) have discuss.ed female 

migrat ion in terms of its. effects cn f ertility and mortality, 

wh.l Smith (198 ) has considered t.he female component of the
 

al-or market in urban I ndone. ia and 
 Thai land. Shah and Smith
 

1991.) havp prenerited crcs-c-ul 
 tur al ceisusa data comparing 

char :c:e.rimi ,. i.c: n+ migrrant. and non-migrant women itn Irndonesi a 

Ver-, alavsiaMa Pakistan and Thailand. 
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Vey-v 1.ittl e l i terature ex ists concnerning femal e marriage
 

m'igrat ion despi te the sug.ocges.ti on by Connell et al. (1976) that
 

"thin :i.,s perhaps the mostt general ( or 
 at least the orst constant) 

C-W,7- CIf. miraticnn from villages" (pp 49). Done (1967) suggested 

that mar riage migration was a primary component in Indian 

migrat ion, patterns. Lib ,ee and Sokpher (1972) have similar].y
 

argued that,, for r"ura. Indi a appro> ximael y .0% of 
 rural wcormen do 

not live in their natI:;al villages. Fur thermore, they have shown
 

that the mcdal di.-:tanc, beteJen natal 
 and resident village is 20 

Km. Dasrguta (1982) has discuscsed female marriage micjratiLon as a 

major c:aten(go-ry in his study of migration dynamic.s in India.
 

Thadani and Todaro (19"78) have argued that 
for females, marriage 

minrat.ion pr-ovides an alternativn avenue to economic improvement, 

wichrh i s not avail abl e to mal es. 

THE MIGfFIRATION STUDY DATA BASE
 

In order to examine the role of- migrati on in the farming
 

-yst-rms :f. Ka ,ampur and ,Ja].shn, we had to 
carry out a multi-stage 

annrnnc:lI- to d.at~a gal-tiering. First, inquest ions were inrcl.uded 

the I"h.l"ld Survey to identi.y all siblings of the household 

hiead who resided ourt side of the household and to ident'ify all 

c.hil dre'-.n ofi the io:nu selho].d head w~ho: r esided ot-i:side of the 

ho,_sh:Icl. Siheequently, an analys:is of the resid-ential location 

ni. this, "oiutsiders" allowed the :reati on of a l.i st of persons 

who i. e c:ac 5r_. . aq1. I"-o las.:e "nut-mi grants " for each vil age. In 

n"tic -n t. r. h i lin1,ie:th.e c---inl. grants:%" it was only necessar y 

to r ecor'd 'the plac:e of birth or or'igin of all persons canvasse d 

in t:he Hnu.'.eh:ld Slurv:y. In thi, s manner, a master lis. t was 
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construc:ted of pers'ons who might be located and intervieJed. This 

maI!t-r list contained 46 in-migrants and 55 out-migrants for
 

Ia ] ampur and 40 i n-mi gr ant s 
 and 45 out-mi grants for Ja].sha 

Dur irg mor-e than one year of fiel.dwor k, i't was possible to locate 

and interview 44 in-migrants ,and 49 out-migrants for Kalampul' and 

44 ir--migrants and 37 out-migrant. for Jalsha. Each of the
 

pers..on-, loc:ated war asked 
 to respond to a lengthy Migration 

Survey. In effect, we gathered information on t.heme migrants 

fo-m th-e-ves di,'erct;.ly as A ell asa from the head of the 

hous.p,0-.-,ld with whi::h 'they are affiliated either as- siblings or
 

c-hild'r. lThusi data 
 fr'om -boththe Household Survey and the 

Mi ]r,.t 'n Survey wi .l be used in the analysis below. 

MI GRAT I ON PATTERNS
 

Migrant. represent an imporLant 
 aspect of the "extended 

cnmmunity" vwitiin whic:h agr-'icultu'-alis'ts operate. Migration 

e:'tends the f amilies o-f the farming households throucjhout a 

poten;tially ,wide; geographical. space as well as over a long time
 

-ri ncid. Vndi. viduals, move 'in and out. of 
 the farm h'sehold s at 

ciiffn'po"- '-i-. pnir.- in the developmenta1 c:yc le of the hit.sehold 

depending on their agJ:-. sex , and other characteris,tics. The
 

otetrn of the movements may inf l uenc:e -farmino systems 
directly 

or 'indirec:lv espec.ially :ins.'ofar- as they are involved or 

i-,xc 1utd :d from ac ess to Lhe 1and, control over its planting and 

harvesti ng , and benefit from the foods grown or cash surplus 

gener at ed. 
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THE 	GPATIAL. DTMENSION 

KAL..AMF'1 IR fliT-M I GRANTS 

Armorng the 55 individuals identified as out-migrants from 

l<a1ampur, 62 moves had been made by the time of the Migration 

Survey. Clearly, nearly all individuals (87%) made only .one 

mi(rati on movet,'h,i le a few (8%) made t:wo moves, and even fewer 

(6%1 	mad, fthree or more moves. What i s i nteresting abc:out the 

patt1:'-ern n+ rnoves .i that not a]l nut--migjra ts, started thei r 

mi grat: on care.er, in Ka amipur. Altlho gUh near].y all (88%) were 

hrn ard r,as d in tho villare- name (12%) had come as 

nut. --m igrantn'2 f r()m lsewhere to . ive f or a period in Kal ampur and 

then suliiuon vtlmoved out. o f Ka ampur.- Most c.f the mwoves made 

hv I-.E alampurI out --mig. ofqrants have heen r'el at ively shor't 

di.stanc:es rand have heen . other C:communi ties: itn the immedi ate 

Dhamr'at I..Ip.:..z.ila. Analysis. of the migrat ion fl ow shows that 77% 

of the moves are village toc village and only 10% are village to 

ci t y. 

,AL..SHA OtJT-M IGRANTS 

The 	'.!,7 cut-mi grants from ,alsha had made a total of 55 moves 

hy th. limp cf t- !-rati on s.rvey. Of this number 09% were 

f:'irs't--limpe- moves and all of the first-time migrants.or-iginated in 

Jos
i.hI. 
 Mont (7Z%) of the moves were within tlhe Dhamr ai UpaziIi1 a 

19% were tc, other towns or villages beyond Dhamrai but still 

within Dha.,a District-, and 5% w.ere to the envir-onn. of Dhaka city. 

Agaut ha-lf (451%) of the moves were village to village, while 31% 

wer' villag] t0 small L twn and 15% were village to city,. 

Fir'th.rm r. the pat.tern of step mi grat ion in the case of 

ai;pgu1,:al - appeaars to he a,-b:sent .f.or d'al sha out--mi grants. 
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KAIAMPUR IN-MIGRANTS
 

Among the 44 in-migrants interviewed in Kalampur the total
 

numher of moves was 46., Of 
this number 9% were fi1rst-time moves 

and only 4% were ,.conrd--moves, None of these individuals came
 

frnm outsL.ide the boundar 
ies of Dhaka Distri::t, and of these 84% 

tame from vi.llages in Dhaka District, 11% f rom within Dhamrai
 

Upa. illa, and at 1east 
one from Dhaka c:ity. Nearly all (98%) of 
t. he-v- anong "this in-migrant group were village to village. 

dAI..SHA :TN-MIGRANT
 

The 4.4 in-migrants to Jalsha made 
a total of 53 moves, of 

whir:h R6% were f ir'st-t:i.me mroves. Only 7% were second moves and
 

7% third moves. Most 
 of the moves were for relatively short 

di tances . Eighty r:em cent of the first moves were from within 

Dhamrai LrU..JAzillaand 20% were from within the remaining sections 

of Dhak a Di.strict. Near'ly all (91%) of the moves were made 

direc tly to Jalsha w:i. thout i ntervoni ng stages. 

THE TE.:MPOI:RAL D IIM I,.S IIV]
 

ven the age di st.ributincr- of the pop.lations of Kalampur and 

,]a1 sha i't would he surprising if many migr ants had moved into or 

out (:f these rcommuni'ties in decades long past. In fact, among 

<,lamnur niut-migqrants 27% of their moves occu'-red during the 

1970a and 26% during the 1980s. For the Lialsha out-migrants 45% 

of their moves were made duriinm the 1970s while 29% occurred in 

the +rst half of t: he 1980s. For Kalampur in-migrants 35% of 

the ir moves on. c:urre d during the decade of the 1970s, 17% during 

the 1950s and another 17% during the 1960s. For the Jalsha 

iln-mig rants 30% of their moves occurred dur ing the 1970s and a 

simiilar p ercent age in the 1950si wi t.h only 11% in the 1960s. 
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Itn summarizing the informati on regarding migratior patterns, 

we may say that th. migr.-rants fr om both vill a-es emphasi:.e rural 

to rural. m vements, especially .. ithi.n the Dhamrai LJpazilla and 

the Ohaka Distric:t bc:undarirs, and that most of their havemoves 

been in recent decades. 

CHARACTER IISTI CS OF I N--NI GRANTS 

Ir, this sect.ion we shall briefly summari ze the 

cha' actri snL.ics of the i n.--migr'rants to both Kal ampur and Jal sha. 

,€E.' X 

The i n--migr'ant. for bc:th vil1 ag'ns are predominantly females. 

In, kalampu- 100,. of: the in--mig.r;ants are females and for Lial. sha 

the Fi gutre is ,2%. 

AG­

cohort among the Kal ampur and the ,)alshaThe most c:ommon age 

in-mig.ran ts is .frc m age 11 to age 2. Sever'.ty-two per cent of 

the Kal ampur in-migyrants all into this cohort as do 87% of the 

,;a .sha i n-mi griants 

MARITAL STATUS 

Sirnc.:, most of the in--migrants were young females, it is not 

surFrisinrg that many were moY.ving because of their marr iages. 

This was true for 74% of the sample in Kalampur and 85% in 

,ai sha. On the other hand, tre relatively small number of­

in--migrant males (all to Kalampur, incidentally) were unmarried 

at the time of their moves. 

EDUCATIONAL. LEVEL 

About. 117 of the in--migrants to Kalampur and about 17% of
 

ti-e t ,]alsha migjht Lhe called litera':e, since they had some
 

formal education. Allthough these +igures are not above the
 



national average literacy rate, they are competitive with those
 

f' the two village populations. 

OCCUJFAT IONAI. STATUS 

At. the time of their m'igrations, 74%,c,+ the Kalampur 

in-migrants and 100% of the 3al.ha in-migrants were working ;S 

hnusewives. The few male irn-migrant.s (all to Kalampur) were 

i.or king in agric.ulture, daylabor, or were attending school. 

SOCIAL. DIMENSIONS OF MIGRATION 

The in-migrants to both communities Lended to go alone from 

their places of origin to I<alampur and Jal.-.ha. In effect, 'the 

young women beco-.ming wives were j.ining new families while 

lea.,. virng thei r parents' hc.usetholi behind. The cont inui ng 

rel ati nns,hi wwith thise househol ds of ori gin i s refleeted in the 

num-er o- visits made by these .emale migrants to their parents 

e.ch year - Although .so-mewomen visit their parents once a month, 

the most rommon attern in Kalampur is one visit, per year (28%) 

and i ,]alsha twic:e a venr (34%) , and 1.3% of the Kalampur and 25% 

rnf the Jalsha in-migr ants made no visits in the year prior to the
 

Migration Survev. This pattern of home visits have been referred 

ino r the literature on Bang].adesh rural migration as "naior." 

Acco-d:ng to Chaudhury and Ahmed (19@0:27), a village woman 

"v0i:its her parents usually once or twice a year .... Sometimes, 

,.he might stay .%-,or months at a time. Her husband does not. 

acco'rpany her orn thes-e visits but. he may go to see her. A rural 

marrired woman al so l ook. -:orward to nai or. To her it i s a 

vac atio n. Purdah is more relaxed in a woman's parental home, she 

ha- (reater mobility and no household chores.' 

http:Jal.-.ha


CHARACTER I 'II CS OF OUT-M I GRANTS
 

In this section we 
shall briefly sunmarize the
 

c:haracteristics of 
 the out-migrantsfrr-t "rom both Kalampur and
 

The out--migrant. 
from both villages are predominantly
 

female%.. For 
Kalampur 80% m+ the out-migrants are females and
 

for ,lals',a the figure is 70%.
 

The most c:ommon ag e cohort among the Kalampur and the Jalsha 

out-migrants is .From age 11 to age 20. Seventy per cent of the
 

Kalampur out-migrants fall 
:into this cohort as do 58% f the 

3 a1ha out-migrants. 

MARITAL_ STATUS
 

Since most of the out--migrants were young females, it is not 

ourrisirng that many were moving because W:-their marriages. 

This was true for 94% of the sample in Kalampur and 9% in 

,a . sh . 

EDUCATIONAL. LEVEL... 

About 37% -,f the o-,ut-migrants from Kalampur and about 58% of 

those to ,Jalshamight be called literate, since they had some 

formal education. These figures are above the national average
 

literacy rate, and suggest positive educational selectivity for 

thFe migrants leaving these "twovillage populations.
 

OCCLPAT IONAL STATUS
 

At the time of their migrations, 92% o+ the Kalampur­

out-m:igrants and 93% of 
the Jalsha out.-.migrants were working. 

Sinc:e most of the out-migrants were femal.es, the most common
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occupation was that of housewife. The ma-jority of the male 

migrants from Kalampur and Jalsha er'e employed in the services,
 

allhough about 13% were without a 
 job at tlhe time of their 

mi gr'at ion. 

S[OCIAL. DIMENSI[ONS OF MIG']RATION 

In Kalampur 72% of the cut-migrants had no children at the 

time of their moves, 13% left their w.ives and children behind, 

and 15% took their famil.ies with them. In Jalsha the comparable 

figur'es 62%, 31%, and 7%. In orl y a few cases in Kalarnpur and 

none in ,Ja .s-.ha wer'-,e the migrvants accompanied by parents, 

siblings, or other relat:ves. The usual explanation given by the 

migrants for ].eaving their wives and/or families in the village 

was the lack of accomodations in the places of destination. At 

the time of their out--migration the families tended to be still 

relatively small -- there were three persons or less in about 

hal. of the Kalampur and dalsha cases. It is in'teresting that 

about 25% of the father's of the out-migrants had already died 

befnr e the time of their moves. Of the fathars still alive at 

the t.ime o their chi ld's otut--migration, most were in the age 

41-50 cohor"t,. Finaly. ,- regarding the question of home vi.sits 

among the out--.migrants, it appears to be a strong pattern. One 

third of the out-migrants from Kalampur report that they visit 

home about four times a year and some 45% of those from Jalsha 

aln r1aim four vi sits per year . Thus, it appears that the
 

Vnt-migrants from both c:ommunities have reta:i,ned 
 somewhat 

qtr',onge- ties to their homes and families (patrilineal 

affiliatio ns) than have the in-migrants to these same 

communi ti es. 
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MIGRATION AND FARM CLASS CATEGORIES
 

As we stated earlier, the characteris't.ics of farm households
 

depend on those who are present as well as on those who are no 

lon-ger there to participate in the household endeavors. 
The 

I-ousehojld Survey provided data for assessing the number's of 

uindividuals who mig.-cht have remained in the sample househo]ds but
 

moved out --
 some to other sect ions of the same villages and 

sti II others to different communities. In this section we offer 

an analysis of the situatinn of the three farm class categories 

with respect to nutside siblings and outside children. 

S RI..I'.iG;S OF HOLSEHOLD HEADS 

In Kalampur the 34 householdt heads in the sample had a total 

of 77 sibli ngs (44 brothers and 33 sisters) who were living 

out.side of the head's household at the time of the Household 

Survey. For the 34 households in Jalsha there were 66 siblings 

(29 brothers and 37 sist er's) in similar c:i rcumstances. At the 

same time there were only two head's brothers and two head's 

si.sters livino w:i. thin the sanple households in Kalampur and there 

were only .fivehead 's brothers and just two head's siEters among 

the: samp]e households in Ja.sha. Nearly all of these outside 

sib i g are marriead adults (87% in Kalampur and 947. in Jalnsha). 

Ex amination of the ristribution of these siblings by 

de.stination revea .s that in Kalampur 28 of the head's brothers 

1ive elsewhere within the community and 16 have migrated to 

another place, whereas only .3 o the head's sisters live 

e].ewhere in the community while 30 have emigrated. For ,]alsha 

th f.igures are compTa-bl le. Amnr'g the head's brothers, 23 are 

st:ill in Jalsha while 6 have emigrated; among the head's sisters, 



only 7 
are in the village while 30 Ihave 
left. Thus, for 
the
 

genarration of: the hsibling of the sample household heads, the
 

traditional
. pat:errn of vil age exogamy was stroncg and the 

pat iiinpal and pr~i oa]ias,.e.s in the rural society also
 

tended to keep the male-s, in 
their home villages.
 

When w-Je e.:amin. :_f.1th .. data in terms o f +arm c la s categoies 7
 

a~ presented in 
Tale. 
 i:h-ehe are few noteworthy differences 
a the +arm - a.mo.n . in the two villages. 
 Women leave their
 
0 & al rommnities while mo simp]yn .- create another household
 

wi t-,i n the omm.uni t i n ahoLit the expec-ted propor'ti ons for Large 7
 
ma l , ,and ever Mar 3 inal hot.seholds. The onl y interesting
 

d nvi,at ionn fr-m this gn:eral .­'heme 
might be among the Marginal
 

miales in Kalampur , w-o leave a bit more than one might expect,
 
and among tlhe Mar'ginal female.s in ,]alsha. who remain in the
 
c: ommunity a bit more than one might expect. 
 In both instances,
 

hwL-nv. 
 the sample - .izes;. are 
too small 
to permit meanincful
 
-tati.,stic::a. exam:i nati on of thee. possi hi e di fferences.
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TABLE 6.1 OUTSIDE AND MIGRANT SIBLINGS OF
 
HOUSEHOLD HEADS: KALAMPUR AND JALSHA
 

KALAMPUR 

BROTHERS BROTHERS SISTERS SISTERS TOTAL 
FARM LIVING IN OUTSIDE LIVING IN OUTSIDE 
CLASS VILLAGE VILLAGE VILLAGE VILLAGE 

LARGE 4 2 0 10 16 

SMALL 9 3 2 6 20 

MARGINAL 15 11 1 14 41 

TOTALS 28 16 3 30 77 

JALSHA 

BROTHERS BROTHERS SISTERS SISTERS TOTAL 
FARM LIVING IN OUTSIDE LIVING IN OUTSIDE 
CLASS VILLAGE VILLAGE VILLAGE VILLAGE 

LARGE 1 0 0 2 3 

SMALL 10 3 1 18 32 

MARGINAL 12 3 6 10 31 

TOTALS 23 6 7 30 66 



CHILIDREN OF HOUSEHOL.D IEMI, 

In Kalampur Lhe 34 hout.tseho].d heads in the sample had a total
 

of 24 children ( sons and 19 dauhters) who were living outside
 

the head's househocdof at the time of the Househocld Survey. For
 

the 34 hot.seholds, in Jalsha there were 22 children (7 sons and 15
 

daughters) in .imilar c.irc.umntances. 
 Almost all 
of these outside 

children 
were mar-ried; all 
24 in Kalampur were married and 20 of
 

In
 

the 22 in 3a .sha were married (just two males were single). At 

the came time, there were 9 married sons (all with wives and 

c:hil.dren) as well as T married daughters (all without spouse or 

children) living within the sample househo Ids in Kalampur. 

Jalsha there also were 
B married sons (all 
with wives and 

:hi].dren) but no marr
ied daughters in the sample households.
 

E>xaminationCf. 
 the distritbution 
of these c-hildren by
 

det:.ination reveals that 
in Kalampur & of the head's sons live 

elsewhere in the c:o mmunity and three have emigrated, whereas 5 of 

the head' s daughters reside in Kalampur while .13 have emigrated. 

For Jalsha the figures are even mor-e shi fted away from the 

traditi onal pattern, although the sample sizes are rather small 

to judge the statistical signifi cancie of the distribution. 
 There
 

are 2 head's sons living els.ewher-e within the community and 5 who
 

have emigr'a'ted, 
while 7 head's daughters live in Jalsha and 8 

have emigrated. It appears that the traditional pattern of 

patril ocali ty andt village ex'ogamy -- still strong in 
the
 

generation of the househoId heads and their siblings -- is 

pcssibly weakening in the generation of the household head's 

hi 1dren. 
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When we examine these data termsin of farm clases, as 

presented in Table 6.2, there noare signi ficart differences
 

among the L.arge, Sma].l, 
 and Marginal categories. It does appear 

that perhaps the Marginal farm class households are 

oveirepresented in regard to the proportion of their head's sons 

and daughters wrho Cutsideare the household as well as outside
 

thp village 7 but hec:ause the cell 
 si2es are small one must not
 

dwel-1 1. on the issue.
 

In order to get a better view of the situ.a.tion of the 

generation of thechi]1dren oF the householId heads, isit 

nece.sary to include in the disrtussion the rest: of the heads' 

c:hild ren -- i.e. , tho!e still at home and unmarried. In 

Kalamp.r, there are a total of 101 unmarried children (48 boys 

.n . iris) and in JIasha thnre arm 88 unmarried clhildren (43 

boys a- ,d 35 girls)., In the event that the traditicunal pattern of 

at ri.oral.ity and viiace e>ogamy is on the dec.line -- and 

cer'ta in].y these children are .ikely to see the behavior of their 

ocld-hr brothers and si t:,rs as a reasonabl.e model for owntheir 

rei.' isionsc.; then can-- one antic-ipate that a substantial number of 

-ema. les ar. to helilkely married within their own (:ommunity in 

the n -,t decade or so. At samethe 'Lime, more men than in 

oarlier years likelyare t-o 
 leave home as emigrants. 
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TABLE 6.2 OUTSIDE AND MIGRANT CHILDREN OF 
HOUSEHOLD HEADS: KALAMPUR AND JALSHA 

KALAMPUR 

FARM 
CLASS 

SONS 
LIVING IN 
VILLAGE 

SONS 
OUTSIDE 
VILLAGE 

DAUGHTERS 
LIVING IN 
VILLAGE 

DAUGHTERS 
OUTSIDE 
VILLAGE 

TOTAL 

LARGE 0 0 1 6 7 

SMALL 0 1 1 4 6 

MARGINAL 3 2 3 3 11 

TOTALS 3 3 5 13 24 

JASHA 

FARM 

CLASS 

SONS 
LIVING IN 
VILLAGE 

SONS 
OUTSIDE 

VILLAGE 

DAUGHTERS 
LIVING IN 

VILLAGE 

DAUGHTERS 
OUTSIDE 

VILLAGE 

TOTAL 

LARGE 1 1 2 2 6 

SMALL 

MARGINAL 

0 

1 

0 

4 

4 

1 

3 

3 

7 

9 

TOTALS 2 5 7 a 22 



When we recall the discussion of inheritance patterns and 

land use (see Chapter 5), it should be clear that women who 

remain in "their home communities are less likely than in earlier
 

gnerations to entrust 
to their male relatives their share o.­

int-eritances and consequent fo.d 
and cash surplus produced from 

those lands. Moreover, i.f they do make increased claims on their 

+ather's lands through inheritance, then it will .ikely reduce 

theIv ravg'e hc:Idings +or all f amily members within the 

generation. For instance,. i+ just half of the unmarried girls in 

Kalampur sample hnruseholds get married and remain in the
 

rnmmun 
ity (as is 'thepattrr' in Jalsha already), then this might 

radirc:, th. land holdings of their brother s who stay at home by 

ahniut 25%., The only possible counterbalance to such a trend 

wnul.d be that the increased number of sons who leave the
 

community wou.d forego their clairms 
to the land. And this seems 

unl.i. k.:el y. 

Itn sum, the immediate future of farming in Kalampur and 

3,alsh-a isa closely 'tied to the shifting demographic patterns 

r vea.ed through migration flows into and beyond the communities. 

MIGRATION CASE IISTORIES 

MnfZAFFAk POSSAIN. age 31, 
was horn it, Haluapara village in
 

Dhamrai Upazilla. 
 He was one of four sons and six daughters of 

Mr. Zainal Abedin. He attended school up to the Primary VII 

class and then began agric:ultur-al wor'k. At the age of 16 he went
 

o+4 to Shantinagar village in Mymensingh 
as hired agricultural 

labnr. Subsequently h',e got a job as manager of an oil mill in
 

Kalampur when he was 21. 
 He has been lving in Kalampur for the 

past t..?n years, wheret he has built a tin house and become 



married. 
 His income has now reac:hed 600/- Taka per month. 

All of Mo.affar's moves have been village to village and all 

ter-e made when he was unmarried. During his time in Shant'inagar 

he wan unable to send money help to his family, but sinc~e coming 

'o K.<a]. arpur- he has bo.:en able to send about 1SO/-. Taka per month 

toj his fat her. He visit., home onroe a year. Af,ter 
 his father''s
 

M :,at-, 
 ho r i . ved a shar' of the land as an inheritance. He got
 

12 dec:.imaJs 
of the 49 de:imals that were divided among the four
 

sons: none of the si>: daughter's wereo given any land. Since all
 

nf the son--s have SrmtitraL-,ed from their 49home community, all 

der:ima].s are-i.ng managed by their uncle. 
A.ccording to
 

l,.'far, none of 
the sons mr daughters rec:ive any money or food 

f'rnr the l.and' s prod.ction the incl:e keep.s it. 

7 I-FDA KHANAM., age 40, was born in Boan Bari village in
 

sat u'- ia LIpao.1iila. 
unde- Dhaka Di strict. Her father Zainuddin had 

five dman.hters, and two sIons. Zo.eda, who never had ary formal 

sR: honing, was mar-ri :ed at age 12 and sent off to Ganggo it ia 

vil ]antp. in Dhaka Distr:cnt. Her husband died when she was only 16 

nd no sh-e went back 1-.n hbto- ather' s hiouse in Roan Bari. She war. 

mAt'-r-iedof:-f anain at the age of 
30 and moved to Oalsha to live 

w ith he-'- mr.r:tnd husband. Her father- has died bu.Lt shi"e still 

mati a-i nt- contact with her parenital home, whi c:h she tries to 

vi si t: 1t,-o or thr ee t:i ines ea::h year.
 

All of her" sisters 
 have also been married and left1. the 

par'ental. home t- oother villages in the Dhaka Di strict. Both cf 

hetr bhrot:hers are al so married. 
 Her two sisters-:in-.aw have come 

from nth-,t Distict-i: villages to he in t-an Bari. Her -father owned 

http:sisters-:in-.aw


156 decimal. ofM and which wa-G divided evenly between the two
 

hrothers. all of the 
 sisters were deprived of their share of the
 

inher'it ance.
 

AI.IMUDDINI age 35, ,as born in Jalsha as one of three sons
 

and a daughtei.r - Ko simuddir,,. He was. in school 
long enough to
 

ryceive a Sec::ondary Schinni Certificate. 
 His first migration move 

tJok p.ar: wcheri he was 22 yearsl cld, after he was already married 

and had c-one son. He t:ook- a iob in the police service in Dhaka 

city. Because of: inadequate accomodations .for his "family, he
 

made I-he move alore. His wif.fe and child 
stayed behind to keep 

watir-'h over his pr oper.ty. 

Fir has made-a total. :-.feight moves in the last 13 years. From 

nhoa - he was t;rans~f-cri'-d t Ra Jsh-h i , then Chi ttagon-g , Rangamrati, 

Mymoicm.:c o... ,ali:F p'Ur, nher-pur, and + inal I y Nal itabari He and his 

w-ife and children (now numbet-ring two sons and a daughter) have 

hor.n ab I o to .:iv e together durirg his time in Sherpur and in 

Na1it' ar:i. He cont inuo..s t:o vis: . 3]alI.-ra +F or Ofive tirAes per.our 


Wh-il o.a me-riih-r of the: po lice +cr-orcehis income has risen 

st cadily frnm an ir-titia i ,40/-..Tak.,.a per month to aboui. 1500/-Taka 

per month. Although he could 'n::ft afford to send money hame 

diurring hi f irs t. mo s nce then he has sentt'-
 -frum200 to 

]o00 ta F-a monri-hly fir their maintenance. Now that his wife and 

chi 1drenr have mirigrated to he vibh him, and his father ind mother 

hav Wie:,dhe sendonly 100 taka monthly to his brothers to pay 

them f-nr manacling his share o-f the land. His parent. had owned
 

16R dec-imals which was 
divided evenly am(:)ng the three sons (the
 



owns 56 decimals which
 
daughter was excluded). Thus, Salimuddin 

s
HHee h aO)i v e 'IpIot

his nephew (mister'sis '1,Colked af.ter 	by 

from his {ather of 7 decimals and +cur from his 
altog,.ether: one 

the crop
mother (totaling 49 decimals). He receives 50% of 

any cost other than what he sends .monthly 
to help with 

wit.ho t'.: 

rice
 
lsual.y, he re:eives about thirteen 

maunds of 
management. 


and s:om(e other crops.
 

50, was 1 in 	Nalai village in Dhamrai.orn-
NU.RJAHAN aej 

mar'rird her mo..t.her, Jai gon Bibi, in 
Up'ail.1a, Her father had 

and then kept the marriage
Mani k'.n. withoLt his parents' con. ent 


born after her parents had been married
 a secret. Nurjahan wa.s 


discovered
 
for three years. boon thereafter, her father's father 


son and denied her as a
 
the secret marriage and disowred his 


was taken by her mother to her
 of the family. 	 Nur.iahan
member 

they were ref used. So, mnot hr and
 
mother's parents' house, but 


a slum in Ray
to Dhlka where they lived in

dau.hcjltr went o4:f 


Jaigonr Bibi took part.t.time workc 

Ba'.ar near Sat Masji :ed, 

at
 

seven years, and then
They lived there +or
several houses. 


k as a domestic. 
 She worked in
 
Nutr ijhan herself w.-as sent to wor 

years until her mouther took ill and went home 
this manner for two 

dying two years later when Nurjahan was 
only 11 years 

.... ina 1.y 


ol d.
 

had any formal education, but she managed to
 Nurjahan never 

where she name from the childrien in the houses
learn to sign her 


She was very clever and picked up much useful 
knowledge


labored. 


from the chilcden in the houses.
 



Once ,-he went to visit her aunt. in Jalsha. A friend of her 

aunt saw ,her and noorn after sent a proposal of marriage in behalf 

of her sonr- AMali. G:o, they were married and Nurjahan moved from 

Dhak. to Jalsha at the age of 18 ( when Akali was 28).. 

M..ali was jut.. a day lahorer . but he also had 65 decimals of 

Ia,id. There were five persons in the family at that 'time 7 

i.crtluding t-he oar'ents, two:; daughters, and a sister. Ever since 

Nur'jahan arrived in the Jalsha |",ouseholdi 'they have had an 

mFrnvi-n. P-'oomic si tua'tionr' in their view . They have had better 

field : re-cps 't.he c:ow was I 	 and gave birth to a calf. Thus, Nurjahan 

ri",nj*i dered " lucly" and her i.n- laws started loving her. She 

bec:ame ver-ry hapiv :i.n ,.Ialsha. She would dco the household work, 

hl. her hu.sbain d in var'io:us agricultu r al chores, and al so planted 

t he vegietable garden at t.he homiies tead. She also knew some 

hand:i.crrafts. and was able '-. 4: ind time to make some items to sell 

in t he market. through hen hsLtsband. Thus, she made and saved some 

money.. From t-se simall funds she bought chiclens and created a 

tiny r:oultrv farm ir", the homestead. She even helped her husband 

to purc-hase 20 dot:ecimals- o. land with her savings --. title to which 

was 	 placed in hr husband '.s name. 

in,fortunatey, .l-,i bsor- three children but none survived 

irofar-cy. So her h-"band decided -- after 20 years of marriage to 

Nurjahan -- that he should 'take a second wife. Now Nurjahan is 

ro't happy anymore. The second wife has had three children by her 

hi;,shand and Nurj -an lo{k.s aft.'- them as part of her duties. Bu't 

hIor- hushand does not:. ome' to her any more. Now she does not work 

as- har as be-fori-n nor i -ons she try 	 to earn money an in the past. 

As a r .. .lt her .-amly i going through hardship. 
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CHAPTER SEVEN 

S1JIIARY 

The analysis of agr:icult.ure in Bangladesh presented in this 

report ent.inds the focus of "Farming Systems" approaches to 

encn pnAss not .just the for'er i.,:. 7 usually the male household 

hoad) hut. a,,ilso the relevant lie e;,periences of all members of 

+arming families. This brings a broader spatial framework as 

well as a locnger time perspect.ive to research on agriculture. 

th.e pres t study is not concerned with farmi ng systems 

narrowly defined, but deals with what we call farming systems and 

the "n: rided community." Thi:s community is extended both in 

t ime and space, not only through the farmer's life but beyond 

-- to encomp -ss generati ons he.Fore and after -- as well as across 

the geogr'ap-.-hical areas with-:in whic:h the farmer and members of his 

f am'i.y ve. We hope to havr demonstrai:ed tnat the temporal and 

pati. al di mensi ons of +arming systems are best understood in this 

"etnded" context. Farmers' decisions about working the land 
I 

depend on such charac'ter:istics as householc composition, 

inh'r itarce, and mign-at ion -- none of which are usually part of 

farm'ing systo.rs approaches to agricultural development. 

,Juist as a careful analysis of agjricult.u'al fields shows 

seast'ona. and yearly c'ycl: 1es in crops planted and harvested, so too 

wi th farm households. The labor -esources represented by a 

f armer and his fam ily depend on the composition of the household 
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a't a giyen momenl. with:in the "devel opmental cycle o+ the
 

dnmcicr:st i C rroup 
 rvr' thoug.h m'r ,t agr i cltul 1resea rc-hers have.
 

tende"d to t.'real the 
 -framiy as a relcEivelv static .oc.'ial unit. 

In the pren.t-,-. st.udy, a particula r emphasis- has been placed 

on the prohlem of migr-ati r. Since migration invol ves the
 

movo.nrt of: peonp.e in 
spac: and in. time, it provid.e the
 

investigato r inoteres,.ted in agricul':ural 
 issue, with a convenien-t 

and sen.i-ivm' mechan im.rra ,f- cxamini ng the tr ansf.or-mati. o
 

riiral l"Iou . l-d- . Furt .he rmuor,-
 aral'y.sis of domestic development
 

::yc-, - intenotex' o migrat3i. on brings 
 into play the problem 

of inher i't.ancec and la d ue for the present and the future 

.erati on of- farmer- in Banglade.sh. The' farmin:j system in rural. 

c, mmur;'itie:_?, cons.'.sts nt ,onlyof people wor, ig the land in the
 

prssent 
 but re flc.- ts the coseq.ences of actions in the past and 

l i ii t .. i on . f or "the fuLtir e.
 

lnhri Lance 
 is cl osely, tied to migration sirce women who 

mar-rv out and other-,s who migcjrate f-or educational or work purposes 

must deal 'l'iwth.' t.h-.i,r s-hare (a.:tual r- p.ten tial) of the 

:in'heri tance 4rom their par-nts. Becast.e land fragmertation can 

resl. t. rorm -erva ci: Mf-Il: ami. c and governmental laws, 

an-ri :tii rural i -t are faced with serious decis ions regarding
 

i i.on 
nft he ir-p nor~-t, among .ns.and daughter-s. In this
 

rootext, the pro 1lem of land "management" becomes important 
 in 

ord-er t. o keep amil v pl ot's- producti ve Some families may becom 

1 'lAd q. , wihi le others goain 1 ands from gc.nerati r, to generation in 

vi 1 1.,CI . si tuati onsLwh-0e no new .an-ds are available f-or 

.:u 1"t vat: i on. 

http:Banglade.sh


Thus, land use in, therra'-irl sector can be seen as resulting
 

f.rom certain comb;inat.,ons of agricultural prartices, economic
 

cons.traints and opportunities, and social customs such as 

i nher it anc:e and ir, rration. hn has how mLch land, where i. is 

cI.-ated- and h ni-i i t in sedci depends on f ami1ial history and 

rn urce an wel l as he quality of seed , avai 1abi lity of 

fertiliers and ir riga:i.on, and the geer'npial envi ronmental 

c:ondi ticris .:uct, as dlr' .qhi: or- fl ood. 

FARM CL.AS3 CATIEGORIES 

In the present. L.udv we have followed common practice 

Wal. lac:n :1924) by di'vidinrg agri.-ult uralis.t s into "c lasses' 

ac'cin ti- theo tcta, a fmoun-,t of agricultural land owned. For 

our c:iurpcicin we divide .f:arming households into three cl1asses: 

Mar"g-inl,. Simall.,. and I.. ,s.eholds with little or no 

angr rl.tal, land (i.e. en 0 and 49 decimals or 0.0 and 

0.,49 acr-es) are J.aleled ",a ginal". those wiith more sub.tantial 

h c, idir (i., e., bet-ween 50 and 249 deci mals or 0.5 and 2.49 

ar-.es) are callI.ect "ml , and those with even ore -,ter holdings 

(i.',. - 250 o: "r2.5 acres)nv-r dcic:i mal- are called "Larg'e.
 

FRAM EWOIRK< FOR AN',AL.YSIS OF FARMINI.JG SYSTEMS
 

Thn major~m-c conp onei so nr
; a comp:~re:h en sive fErameworkI inoclude:~ 

P 1 atii, d Hi ora'ti on ., Land Ac:.qu'i si ti on .andHou seholc, . M 

Ow-ne'or shipn and Te;nancy A*. 'ric-ultrure and Farm Class. 

In jera, wpe s. e-t that the Popu.lJ.ation component i s the 

poin i.ti:.h t :egin.hic:h bI '-, aly.sis.. Data on individuals can then 

Ihp. merged t'iIno c a, haii.gher lev:l I o-f analysi s assoc:iat.ed with the 

Hcj un-h,"cds. c p,ni nr: Theh ii c:]r,--. i on coinmp on nt. i of 1l.ences the 

compo.iti- of the- poi, lati or, and household.s. The Land 

http:assoc:iat.ed
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Acquisition compcrn.:,IL dp.-al with who obtains how muc-h land 

through w,hat. mechani tm. Land Owrnership and Tenancy-. The 

c. ompornent ivol'ves lte con'trol over land by individuals as 

mr r -fP'sLed thr.jioho : t.heir - f amilie. and hrortehold.. "The 

Ari L'.Ituore c ompor enr-it. combi s the environmmntal t ogical.,Iechroo 

and human la.-lbor inoput: with Froducti on out puts. Finally7 the 

Farm Class :comonrent divide.s the agriculturalis'ts into three 

cai]egnr i' .-- M--argi nal, Small , and i..arje .-- on the basis of- the 

of ,itt a:. amournr t agric ' .ua.au 1andl owned. 

T'HF REEARCH PROJECT 

The p-.,-re t project d.-eveloped fr-om a c:oncern -for a better 

u.ndor ci:,and i r'n of. 'the:, e- at.i o-in --hip between rural popul,at i on 

movements ri ariculitural, dpevelnpme nt. ly building on previous 

researc:h in Iw-o vill-ni];oe. -- Chotio Kalampur and dalshn Ba--oro Hissa 

-- iDhanerai I.ipa:."ilIa und er Dh ak a Dis-tric't where previ ous 

;,-ar min n'y.n and oci a,"l -hrnol op1og i ca l r esear ch has been 

arr t. ut , i w,. e. ah-, .F the r: Lrr-enI stuLdy 

dephi, r-rtin f.c:-rs . ",i-- h ad not recei ved su.f.ficiren t. 

at 't -t. i on. In parti cul ar , we wi hhed to exami re the probl ers of 

Iand mentior and as 

.. wt i prC;jec t t:-o ini 

f a AndI ,.iIn i nhri.an e -t these were r lated to 

mi r:Ar:-t- r,. . ", An i ia1 ng hyp ot he.i o-f resear ch.- operati the 

pr o.iect focc,.nd co he irkag e of- marriage patter-ns 

(- i1cal I ,, vi ll age- oPujoarmy and pa'ri local residence) and the 

v-rhilit lof, 1and ho Idino. hobetween men and women. The approach 

I.o t:-is p,robl]em ham i volavnd a led der at. of* detai c onsi, ion 

•indiVidr A and iouscehild variables within a cross.-s--ectional 

s.urver.y of sample ho.sholds in the two villages. 

http:focc,.nd
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FIELD RESEARC14 

Field researc.h begarn in the summer 1984 and continued through 

1985. It was determined that a series of survey questionr,naire% 

would be used to ,.acCouire the data needed for analysis of the 

rolati.onship4, among the principal components of the fr'amewor k 

described above. The res-ea-c:h team designed, pre-tested, and 

Admilnis tered three major .urvey quest i onnaires as part of this 

proj~)ect: a) Houelhold Survey; (b) Migration Survey; and (c) Land 

LU,. R-urvey.
 

The Household Survey was admiristered to the household heads 

o+ ;4 s.ampl.e households i n Iai.ampur and 54 sample households in 

Jals ha. This households were selected because they wore the same 

A:n thl.-e used in the earlier project: on "The Role of Rural Women 

in Technol ogy Adpt:i on' " 

The Migration Survey was designed to be adminis-tered to hoth 

in-migrants and out.t-migrants from the £ --mple households- in the 

two communi ti es. The potent.i al mi grant intervi ewees were 

initial ly identified from the persons listed an the population 

c:on.usy. sct-ion of the Hous,-ehold Survey. In Kalampur, a total of 

14 in-migrnt. and 49 out-migrants were located and interviewed; 

'ha, in--migrantsin ,Jal, 44 and 37 out-migrants were done.
 

The Land tk- Surve-.y wan administerad to all 34 sample 

hou,-.eho]ds :in both Kalampur and in Jalsha. It was intended to 

pr nvide 1.nt--wise 'andseason--.wine data or crop, seeds,
 

frrt ii .izers, pe_.ticidecs and other aspects of agricultural inputs
 

and pr-urod.ion for t.he sampl e househoc ds.
 

POPULAT I ON 

Aic:ording to a 1973 ensus.i, there were approximately 180C) 
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individuals living in 551 households in l<alampur 
and about 1500
 

individuals in 203 house-tolds: in Jalsha. 
 It appears that the
 

populatio.,nsof both communit is have continuod to grow, but r o
 

complrete enumeration ha.s.-, been c:arr'ied out i.n the past decade.
 

Our .cur~n.l -cnuny 24 l"q-teholds inof .. each community suggests 

that th.he typical hc-useho]d in KalamFpur contains 6.3 persons while
 

that in Jal. ha- 5.5. The average age +or- the two sample 

pnotjula':ic,n,- was almost idenLical -- 22.6 year's old for the former 

and 22.9 fr " the latter ,. Of- tho.ne surveyed in Kal ampur , 54.4%
 

Pr'o- r'porte:d to he unmar ried. 
41.9% married, 3.3% widowed, and 

0.5% divrv-cccd. The pa-allel figu-es f-r Ja]sha are 50.0% 

unmarrie.:d, 45.2% marr:iecd, and 4M.9"/ widowed (and norne divor-ed).
 

lhav-. data nu:.c~L-:.t that sinila- demographic proces.e 
are at workI| 

n hoth c:tmmurni'ties. 

Onlyv/7.7.% of our Kalampur sample-population was born there; 

fo" J,- s,ha the -igur-. is 75.3%. Indeed, the people surveyed in 

Kal ampr and Jalsha represer-,t more than 30 different villages 

w:tthin the Dhamrai Upazilla, as well as several located in nearby 

Lp 51::i.]]as. If we assume that the proportion of people surveyed
 

who wr'?e horn- ..eswhet-e -- in neal v al l Casr. wCimen who come or 

go hbcu se-. of marr:age arr eitsangm 
 ths um 

who wi ll i.n tu.rn drepat't Ka1.ampur and ,]al .ha then about half 

--. appro xi mates oibers 

o-f 

sicl
each pIop t at i rio would r de outs-i dle, the two sampl e commutni ti es 

du-ring their li.eti. mes. 

EDUICAT I ON 

While 74.0% of all adults in the Kalarnpur sample population 

w-re classified as illit-e-, 21.37. had some formal schooling up 

th rough Primary (Le..-vel R), and 4.7% had gone to high 'school or
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bevond. For Jal-coha., 65.09% o'f the adult s-:ample is reported to be
 

illiterate, 25.8% 
had some formal sc.hooling up through Primary
 

(Level 0,) 
 and 9.3" had gone to High School or beyond.
 

ECONOMIC ACTIVITIES 

The primary o.ccupa t'i.on cf 70% of the heads of household in 

Kalampur and 74% of the heads cf hcusehold in; Jalsha involves
 

agric:ulturei i.pc.. 
 they regularly farm land that they own , rent, 

and/or sharec:rop. 

LAND OWNERSHIP
 

A typ:ical .far-im household in Kalamuru, ow'ns 
a total of 162
 

decimals o Iand spr ead among nearly nine plots in different
 

parts of the village (and even beyond), with a largest plot of 

abt 32. der.imal, and a sialles-t plot of about nine decimals.
 

For the typical 'farm touehold, 145 decimal. 
is devoted to
 

agr':icultural 
purposes and the remaining 17 decimals "tothe
 

h c.',esi-ead and oither non--ag ricultuiral activities. 

In ,]alsha Lhe typical farm householdci owns about 122 decimals 

of land spreAd amonrg,. si x plot.-, with the largest having about 33 

deci,mals, and the smallest seven. 
 The typ ical Jalsha farm
 

hs..hnlid dievc:tes 110 decimals to0 agri cultiral 
pLrpos~es and the 

remain:ing twel.ve to the homestead and other purpose. 

(In average, Marginal .farm cla::s households in Ia lampur own 

2.4.7 dec:i mal of land, Small farm c:lass households 170.8
 

deci Ir,
mal , 
 " dI.anarte f a- i: ].a.s h ous.1,ehl ds 370. 4 decimals. 

Mar cgi al farm cl ass. households have an average of 2.2 plots, with 

a range from, onto ten pl cits, Small farm class householdcd 8.4 

plJ:i':, wi't:h- a r ange. fromn 5 to 17 pl]ot; and [ar-g farm class 

hou!;ehold'- 19.5 pli-o:s of land, withi1 a rang]e from 9 to 36 plots.
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The sma.le,.st si ngle plot in Ialampur contains just a .single 

decimal of land, while the largest is 98 decimals. 

Tn aalsha, Marginal farm class households own an average of 

23 dec::imals- of land, Small farm class households 141 decimals, 

and Large farm class households 437 decimals. Marginal farm 

claso houteholds have an average of 2.2 plots, with a range from 

one to four pInto., .. mall farm class household. 7.4 plots, with a 
r ange fronm two to fourteen, and Large farm class households 13 

plof.-. with a Fromrange eleven to fifteen. The smallest single 

plnt in Jalsh-a has jLst a single decimal of land, while the 

l a-gst in i1o decimals, 

In r23 hoLeholds are reported to be Owners, six are 

Ownwtr c.m tenant, fiveand are Landless. In Jalsha 18 a-e 

lwnrs,; nine Ow.nerare curm tentant., three are Landless tenants 

and four a-"e Landle . This.. suggest s that our "farm class" system 

is an effective way of examining economic stratification in both 

co:ommurli.t. i os;.. 

TENANCY ARRANGEMENTS 

Farmers do not wor k only the plots they own. A given 

aricultural lousehold i s likely to be involved in a wide array 

Wf tenarcy ar rang oment, some base n ownershi p others on 

h :r:re"npping, 1eas:ing--:in and leasirg--out, rent i ng--in and 

rent n.-nut and mortgag:i.rng-in and moitgaging-ot. Marginal 

SmallI , and Lar-ge farm class household s are effectively tied 

tng,,- -t h, a wuh of economic arid social re lationships r eflected 

in th r:enrcy rights arid o iligatio-s to specific plots of larnd 

spr-'id t-hr nughout and beyond the village. 

Fvry arrangement has sides.t: wo Those wi thott land or with 
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ve ry l.ittle land effectively, become the clients of the farmer.,
 

with largar holdings. This syst.em of 
 a gricultural 

cl:i'ent--patronage onffers a.ll partic-.ipants the orption to spread
 

their oblig.:jat icns and 
 responsi.bilities or to place most or all o'f 

'tI: em wi th- a s:i ncgle partner. Through such arrangementE, farmers
 

can c nmmit ihemselv.es and 
 th"e.ir households to a seriies of: 

cirnmi'manths duriny. the year (or season) with di f fere'nt patr-ons. 

A.lte rnati i.vely, they can focus their ef forts an a s<i.ngle patron 

who i. s wi ! J :i. o > r i sk the ci i ent c' capab i 1ity to make (Ood on
 

th r d al..
 

Theme 
 two tenancy stra'tegi es can be cal led "di versi fi ed" and 
"ui-f iei." Logi c:al,1.ly, in the most extreme form of the "uni.fied'
 

s t. r a'".eqy a farmer 
 uses only those plots he owns himself. In 

I:heny), b strategi es canhoth be found among all farmer.s - from
 

the landl1ess to the wealthbi est.
 

PLOT USIE 

The patt ,n of lot use (for the ALL. season) i. si mil ar in 

both villages. In I<a].ampur 79% of the pIlots are used by their 

owner-' - dri:.1"/. are il "mri.xed" use; in Jalsha 83. are used by
 

:h-ir owners and 
 177. are; i n "mi>:.d" -used(in t:his conten:t "mixed'' 

i'nc lt ldl- typaI ,e- of sharec::ropp ing, leasing, rent ing, and 

mortgag ing). Arlysis of the di str'ibution ac:cording to farm 

c I ass. c::at ejcir-'i es shows that bot: h vi 1] lages have the same prof i es: 

+ lr Laroe farm ci ass hoiseholds, '2%of. the pl ots..d are "mixed" in 

Ka] l , .. a re "mixed" in Jal -ha. for Smalil farm class 

househol ds, the figure is 13% in both c:murn ities; and for 

Margirnal f 'armcI ass hose.holdscis, the figur-es are 247. in Kalampur 

and 2 . in ,] . .alha-it:. so, wte see that. 10 of the 34 households in 

http:c:al,1.ly
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W411ampur n r- involvecd in "mim>ted " une a:rr angjements whras1 

t.h ' 34 in al-ha ar-e inv oIved. 

A more cdei ailed anal ysis oF the "mi xed" cateigory shows 'that 

,t-he large famr-, c las- housr-.eho dscrent out p.ots (15 in K<alampur 

and 4 i.nUs,;Ja if;l-a) but rent ir none; they s.h-arecrop out pl ots (11 

and 2, t bL. shar.cr:cp in none; they nei:thetp-q -:iv.ly) 

mortgage- plots: in or" out tnote another 1.6 pl ot s belonging t.o 

Lar'go Farm cl'a.s -u,-.hold- can not Le sp ec ified r'egardirg their 

t..tp t'> ept as "mixeci ­

.Smtial I f:ar'm class hous.ehol.ds ou.t- - r ent (3 in Kalamp r and 3 in 

Jal sl-,a) arid rent in I anI 1 r'especti rtly) they .sharecrop out
 

(5 and 6, res.pec:ti.ve.y), and sharecrop i n (Q and 
 77
 

respeF.ct iv:ly).') onec h"o.,usF.ehl:id in Jal ha evenrmortgages out one 

ps I.(2-st" 

Margi'inal +arm class.. households dc: littl e ren ting out (none in 

, a :miu a it'd 3i ,aI.,sha) ot'" t'ren 1'tinrt inc (.just one plo',t in 

Jalsha). they also do relat.fiively little sharecropping in (none in 

K atn.mpur and fol-ur in Jals.:ha) or s.hare-.cr,-op ping out Q plots, all 

"rm a s 'ingl farmer,' "in Kalamp ur and .jusr.t one plo: in', Jal,.ha). 

They ar-e not. involving in mnr tgag :ing land. 

' appears itha't bt.:h villaes share common patterns in terms 

W. t h p r -" "i r o4 lci',l'- pr, r .-d iy nw'n or rs verus . tent.ant-. 

"lhe' t"n, nrlin isn at,(- s.c one in' to -- ohher corsc,, about ?.O/. 

"f a 1pII i rsaAi. e..h.ar nt ta"r.-t pert .,ated.l " -- own 

F"*t ". it F,ppears th at .th - reater a ount of 

non -a ri, n.i , w. r h t:, t. uni.unai.s ain ,-mpu- thea eoppr gdives 

C'.porin.l-,
.urina t the lades ~~4far-* clas~~ houcmehoids other 

en r1. Fit i .1on t.han rentingc oir sh arectrt p p in pl1ots~. B~y 

http:respeF.ct
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to have more of the expectedc:cmpar-isnn , ,al ha seems 

pArti ci '.:i.pt arrangemerts among i ts Marginal farm
',irin-uch c:lient 


( .?; 


HOLSEHOL.D MEMIIBERSH I P CIARACTER I ST I CS
 

C . - ho oid. ­

ths smalles..t of the househiolds con'tains two
In I acmpur 

fifteen with an averagje size of 6.3 
rn...'; anid the largce-st 

have an aver-ag'e size of- 5.5 and 
per' -n .. The-hosot!s-:"-lds in , a].3al.-ha 

ofr*f t he data in termsto ten peor'so Examinato.a range from t.wo 

-f farm ctl , ,-.hns FJm irCmcirt.ar-it cli ferences in hc.use,hold size 

fcr t:he I inaa-l. Small. arnci Lar-ge c ategories. The average 

. : V-. i - 7. 1 arnd 7.4 and .for Jalshaho, .cloni, d -.i ff I mampu :, 9 , 

ct.ively for the three categr ies.
i- 4.-. ".5, and RT.2, ree 

si :.1 ar in both vi1. gnB.ge. wher eas 
The Margi n al I . csd,are 

in. al and Ka].ampur dif-fer . The,rid Largce hi usiLl-"iO 1 4."in ,.ha 

K a ampur and ,]al .h. ha ve ni m:i1.ar 

the S all n 


Mar g -i houseohol dsi n 	 landa] . 

hl' i . e r hou .oldc 04.7 and 23.1 dec:imals, respectivel'y ) and 

pr -Apit:'a (.0 and 4.9 cloi.imals , re:p.-ec:t. vely)- The aver'agc.e
 

hoccl Cin. 4.r 3aJ I h a "iS soc.'r..jhm.lwverat 1

I"n- di cic f o:r' ti, Si .mallhoue-

a n. aI ,01,1.0 	 107..8 imal, .c.specti:v.ly) ,tiacn that i r ,lamipur 	 .- ' ani dec " 

hut thn- acpr c.p ita figuJccres 	an,.re s.imilar (24.1 and 25.6 dec:imals, 

Ei 4h(': - i.rn eac h vi1.lage . Evenrp.ec.(10CJt.ively) fr:cr S:.mall hFlc 	 the 

.
api aereit: dif cfIo.. 'thte averacje land holdings -for LargeCesoccin 

a s.ha)i for
hnus.--.o-: hc1 dco 3..-..70.4 dci-,a sa Kal amp ur and 437 ,.0c for 

(50.2 and 52.4 decimals,
ars when, ar"a]yze.-.d per c:apit:a
dis.appec L 


In .efc tie of pec".sOnso.4.in th cc samples,i-F:- t iv.ly). ec:t, icumber 

ratc:h 's veciy closely the total amount
hous-eo-lds in hct~h viilla.ercs 


each -f Lthe three f-arm classc
c ownaof agricultural land n:d 	for 

c at'egc o ri. S .. 

http:3..-..70


RESIIDEINTrIAL CHARACTERISrTICS 

Analysis n:+ofr"esidentl-'i a. form by farm cl]ass c:ategories shows 

an import.ant ip atter'n. For K al,ampulr., ,': no e:tendedthere are 

hous ehol ds amoing the Marginal cate.gcjory si x amirong the Smal . 

:at,0,r n"ry and tfo u,- amongn t.e Large categony,. For ,Ja].slha, t he 

respecti'v- fi gur',s areconc forr Margina,. s :ix for Small and two 

for" L;arnn." f. 0hvious t.he jhat famil foundy woruoi sma ller y, sizas 

among the Marci,'na. hou.net-,olds iri both commuri t ies also reduce 

• i-.hr:i cnhn nn ns of' having: t,wo ori'" mo'-e mari'ed couples present. Ely 

w'ay of' contra:.t, t.he, Srr:a1] and Large farm cl1ass. households are 

ahn- t e'vn y, divi.ded ho e:':or nuclear and e'xtende.d residential 

forrmn. Thi .- cm qs'n. only at the hoLsehold levelel' at"i.on sh'ip e reot 

but.,. als in reg ard to the :i.ndividual s formi .] the livirig groups. 

For V.' amipur 6,). 9% live inc nunclear households. whi le 39. 1% 1 ive in 

ex:te nded hous-eho'lds.. The resp:etivye .figures f or ,3a'Isha are 62.9% 

and 37. 7, 

DEVEL.OPMEI'.ITAL CYCL.E CHARAC':TERI ST I CS 

The dev.loprn pmatal nc'.cle of r-'ural agricultunal hoiuseholds in 

Bang adi es-h irvo lves a dialecti al :pron-mss of expansion and 

reduci. or tl "hougl.h app-"m. mat el vseven di st i ncti ve phasaes during 

the. l fi'es.p an of a .iv- r i dividi.val . on, i m.e, one wol.t].d ex pe.ct 

th'I th. lo n-i mor l :i..esri o i f f.em alei.'se wouldI '.n.is'Li t i n more women 

l i vig a . i clows i n households. :ontr o. 1ooied by thei r mal e 

Ther'e are maiv variat-ions on 'the basi c: nuclear and ex tended 

hnun.Sil:l-mO d t.y:e-s. i n th- two vil 1 a:ew.. Inc:m.d 7 anal ysi s of' 

houi.smphni comrlposit i.. for Va lampur r eveal s.2-'r l ion "sub--nuc1 ear' 

hnIi:dh t ,.:i1c 15 si mpl. "nucl ear" haus.ehol ds., 12 "ciompl ex nuclear' 



7 

-145-­

hcus.hods; and 5 "extended" households. For Jalsha, there is a 

single "sub-.nutl:]ear" househo ld; 17 simpl.e "nuclear" householCs. 

":ompl.-.x nu:e.r-" hou.me-:ehold.:...: and 8 "extended" households. 

The differ-ences in hounehold composition among the three farm 

rl1ass ca:eg.3cor ies are quite clear. Mar"gjinal households are not 

onl.y .he ma l.st hut have the most rudimentary household types 

in both Kal1..ampur and al.-.sha. The Small and Large hcu-seh-oi'clds have 

mor e mFmb rs and show more variatiorns cn the themes of "comp.ex 

c'url pr- andr r "e.t ended" t .yp:I s. 

L.AIND ACOUISITION AND INHERITANCE 

The main mechanisms by which vi.lagers acquire and lose land 

are i nher it. ance, dower'y . ft pur:hase, and sale. Some of these 

land tr.ranac'-n mechanism. are tied to specific moments in the 

in'dividual 's ]i fe cycle and the developmental cycle of the 

Iious-;ehold, whlile others may occur anytime when need or 

oppor tun'i ti'y ari es. 

Cl earl, "the rrimary mechan sm for land acquisition is 

inoheritance. The heads of: Larne farm class households generally 

have inherited more land than those of Small farm class 

househo]ds who i'n turn1 usr:,lv inherited more than tho.se of 

Marg:i.n al farm clams households. Never'tl-,eless inheritance is- not 

the only way to ges.t l an-d. The nex: most common .and acquisition 

mechanism is land purchase. We observe that buying land is 

espe.r'i all. y :jreval ent among th:"e Large and Smal li f'arm c1 ass 

house.."olIs, whereasi the Marginal. farm class households have 

p.urca-sed very .itt:l e.. It is interestin g to note that land 

buyi ng seems to be more c oimion in Jal sha than i n Kal ampur. 

One pos. .i ex.:pl -at.i.on is that Kal ampur, as a market town and 



s,nall-cale commercial cent:er on the main highway, offer other 

poterntially more prof itable arenas for investment than land 

al one. 

LANID F'RAGMENTION AND L.AND CONSOL..IDATION 

The data from the sample househo]ds in Kalampur and Jalnha 

clearly demnr:strate a significant difference between ideal 

inheritance practices and real inheritance practices. The model 

of inheritance derived from observance of Muslim legal codes 

Buggr-sts that in a maximum o+ three generatioons all hotuseholds in 

the two villages .-- regardless of present farm class -- will 

Ircomp effectivily landless. In reali ty, this is not happening 

in Ka] ampur and Jalsho, b:.acuse o the intervening effects of 

land pur-hanesj s-ales, and to a much lesser degree doweries and 

gifts. 

In fact., in Kalampur 66% of the Large farm class households 

have increased their 'land hol.dings beyond what they had inherited 

fr'm their fathers. Among Small farm class households 53% also 

increased their land holdings., as did 30% of the Marginal farm 

cl1 as. household.. 

Among Large farm class hoLseholds in Kalampur, the average 

number nf decimals owned has increased 15% over what was 

inherited. The respective figure for Small farm cla-s households 

is 50% and for Marginal farm class hcuseholIds is 13%. 

In ,]alsha there has been a parallel increase in the amount of 

l and presently owned over the amount of land inherited. All 

three of the Large +arm class households in the sample have 

increased their land hlIdings. Arrong Small farm class 

ho-seholds, 65% have more land now than they inherited, whereas 
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only 10% of 
the Marginal 
farm class households have increased 

t hp.i hli ng.s. 

The amrnt of land presently owned by the three Large farm 

cla s..hou.s-eholds in 'al,-ha ha o..j'-wn
by 78% since inheritance.
 

The Smal" frm cl1ss hucehodsd now own an average of 23% nore
 

1.and 
than they inherited lbut 
among Mar"ginal 
farm class 

householc:s. the increas-.e 
in-. only 2%.
 

Ovcerall 
 in both Kalampur -and ,alsha, 50% of all households
 

in the sairple, regardle]sE- of 
'farmclass, have increased the
 

amoni.t of land prsentl v owned aver" their 
inheritance. 
On the
 

other han-d., 50% of al: hoLL--eholds in the sample have either
 

mairt:ained or .lost some 
 of the laid they inherited. 
 With regard
 

to the specific amount of land owned, there is only a slight
 

diff erence between the two villages. In Kalampur there has been 

an av:'rage increase in the amount of 
land held by each household
 

in th-: amplo -of26%. In Jals-ha the average increase in land
 

he] is -4"
 

In Ka]ampur and Ja].sh 
 two opposing trends -- land
 

+ragrm-'ntat i on and land consol i dation are reveal ed through the
 
land Use Rurve, data. Although the qeneral model of land 

i nher itIanci:e suggnests that, i n t~wo or t.hie- gcijen erat ion s all of 
the samp:e hoiuseholds would have bec:ome Marginal (.i.*
not 

landlesz-) 
 re 
are cother forces at work, including land 

pur'chases, land ua].es , dowerie. , and gifts that affect the amount' 
of land availahl.-., for inheri'-tilance by the next generation.
 

M I GRAT ION PATTERNdS 

Migrants r-epre ent an'important aspect of the "extended
 

c ommunity" w:ithin which a-riculturaliss cperate. Migration
 



extends the families if 
the farming housteholds 'throughouta
 

,oten'tially
. dwie geogap-,-hic:al space as well as over a 1long time
 

perio d. Ird:i.viduals move in and out of 
the farm hous.eholds at
 

diffnfereit print!. in the development.al c'y:.e of 
the household
 

depernd:itg on their age, -e>'X a.nd other character'is t.ics . The
 

pat.ern of th.e movemens:..- may infl uence farming -y.tems directly
 

or indir'ec.l1y, espeialliy ir'.. as 
they ire involved or 

emcl t.dec:l fr- n ac:es-- to the land,. contr ol over" its planting and
 

harvest.:ing, and ienefit from the fCods.grown or cash surplus 

AINl.. IE'.
THE SPAT OXW $ I 01%.1 

KIALAMF'UR O]T.JT-M I GRAINlTS 

Amrongc the 55 iridividuals, identi.Fied as 
out-migrarts from 

Kalampur, 62 
moves-had been made by the time oF 
the Migration
 

Survey. Clearly, nearly all 
individuals (87%) made only 
one
 

migr-ati on move, whi. e a low (8%) made two moves, and even fewer
 

(6%) made three or 
more moves. Most of the moves made by the
 

Ka lampur cuti-.rrti sr-t. been of
have r-el atively rhort di,.stances and 

have been t ci c her c ommunities in the immediate Dhamrai 
Upazilla.
 

Analy/sisc of the mig-ation :flow shows that 77% of the moves are
 

vi age to vi 1l 
age and only 10% are village to city. 

JIA..BSHA 
OUT-I GRANTS
 

The '37 out --mi.gcr ants from Jal.-;ha 
had made a total 
of 55 moves 

by th -n!time .f t: IMl ig ratic:n, Survey. Of thism ruber, 89% were 
fir'st--tire rove.s*; ard all of the fi r . .-­t ime mi.gri arants origi nated in 

Jalsha. 
 Mont (7Z%) of 
Vhe moves w-ere within the Dhamrai I. l la 

19% were to other towri or villages beyond Dharrai 
but still
 

within Dhaka Distr'ict, and 5% 
wev-e to the environs of Dhaka city. 

http:development.al
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About half (51%) of the moves were village to village 7 while 31% 
were village to, t-malls town, and i% were village to ci'ty. 

KAL AMPUR I N--M I GFRANTS
 

Among the 
 44 i n--mi gr-ants i ntervi ewed i n Kal ampur the total 

number of. moves was 46. f: this number 9% were first-time moves 

and only 4% were e'-ond-moves- None of these individuals came 

from outside the-, boundar'ies of: Dhaka District,-.t and of these 84% 

c:ame from villagecs in Dhak. District , 1i1 from within Dhamrai 
LJpa..illa, and at least one from Dhaka city. Nearly all (98%) of 
the moves amorn this in-mi grant group were vill. age to village. 

:JASi-uA IN- IGRANTS 

The 44 in-migrants to Jalsha made a total of 53 moves, of 

w-jhich 26% were f lr-si.-.im. moves, Most of the moves were for 
relatively short distances. Eig.hty per cent of the first moves 

were from within Dhamrai [.pazilla and 20% weire from within the 

remaining sec'tions o+ Dhaka District.
 

CHARACTER I ST I CS 
 OF IN--M I GRIZ:ANTrI-

The i n-mi urartR for both vilages are predominantly females. 
For <alampur t 00% of the in-migrants are- females and for ,.alsha 
the figu.re is 82. The most common age cohort among the Kalampur 

anr-d the ,al sha ir--mi granits i s from age 11 to age 20. Seventy-two 

per cent of the Kalampur in-migrar-ts fall in to thi s cohort as do 

R7% of the Jalsha in-.mig-rants. Since most of the in-migrants were 

young femal es, it is not surprising that many were moving bec:ause 

of the ir mar-riages. Thi.s was:, true for 74% of the sample in 

Kalamr.tur and R5% :in Jals-ha. On the other hand, the relatively 

small number of i n-mrwi yr ac-iga: male.s (all to Kalampur incidentally) 

were tnmar,ri ed at the ti me of thei r mover:s. 

http:lr-si.-.im
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CHR, - rFRu.T..-
rI LCS OF: flI.JT-M i GR NTS
 

The otit,-r a t.a
-rC) rr-m both vii esI are predoui nant 1 y 
f{-.i.ma1. s. Fo'r- K]. mf~l~Ur F.,,Z c. the,ot-miy-rants are 'females and 
-Fc-r JaI ShU.ha the 'f"i C.UrE. is 76%. The most common age cohort among 
t h .:Ki 1aImpt-r r nd t. h ,
Ji:1 5ha it. -ii gP-ant.s i s '-
rom age 11 to20. vu,ri.v er c:en(. 

age
j4: t',e Kal mIur ou-t--igrants + a into this
 

u:if, nr t v; 1rio 51". (-d: -t.- 1 i t-.r ii'a-t'.s. Ei,'cen moS.t of the 
Cllt.-. --m i jrat.s w r y un j f eal es it t 1s 0t t. Arpr i si ncj that many 
,Jerc? mnvin g0 hoc: au.-- iF khe r- m-srria e-,. "hi:. wa.-, trite -for 84% of 

t sa-mpIe.h - i n Ka1. a r-,Rd89/% in Jal sha
 

STII .i-.NG8 OF 
 H I..i-.EHlI..DIH-IEfADS
 

In Ka lautpur. th-, 4 
 houehc,ld 
heads in the,sample had a total 
of. 77 sibiinm- (44 sand 3h ot.- who 


ot si d. c;f the 


) wr-cjthi.rwere living 

soadshu.seho d at the -i me o­ the Househol d
 
!(Ir veF . FC-1V t he '.S. h 
 ch-Shl ds in Jal sha there wfere e.'16si bI i ngs 
29 brothr , and 
. ' r ,) in s -i lar C:irCumstances. A't the 

sarrf-p "hirro thr -r u.,we- ;,nl.v tw.c h ls birthers and two head' s 
-trs 1iving w:i' -. theh:i n sample hcus!-:ho ds in Kal ampur and there 

wo'.re on .rive h ,ad'shrct"her. and just two head 's sisters among
 
I'he? SamF,'1 c houisp~i,~h 
 ds -in ,a'sha. Nearly all of these outsi de
 
,ih'[i, :sar"-c. marr-ied adnitt. U-171. in Kal 
 mapur and 94% in Jalsha). 

P.:.X ir. n at:L r i r.,it7- di :t hr:i 1 ut :i o' tr-1. t+hese sib].i rgs by
 
les nat-i.ionr-eve-,a 1s that. i 
 Kal-'r 28 of- the head' s brothers 
ie ?e- I s .: - enw -mii.h tytwe CJt1- and 16h..! have migrated to 

another- nlar'-, w''.,eas onr- ly 'N n+ the head's si liter,ive
 
i. sewh-- : in U1 rCmm1rinA--y whi.e .30"ho have emi grated. For Jalsha
 

i: he -f-i gut,- : are c'.moparahl,1.. ANm:ng the head 's brothers, 23 are 
stili I n a] lha whi e]
, hiave emi gra-ed, among t-e head's sister-s 
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only 7 are in 
the vil]ar' while 30 have left. 
 Thus, +or the
 

gener,ati on 
of th ih .ingn of the sample household heads
 the
7 


tradit.ional 
p.att err o+ vil.] age exocjamy was strong and the
 

patril'-iinval 
 and patrilocal hise n.-the rural soci:iety also
 

t.ended W 
 [.heP
kP t: miales i n th.he,i r home vil lages.
 

CHIL.DREN OF HnUt.SE-HOL.D ,HFAI'-i
 

In Kalmpur 34ith . hnu.eh old heads in 
the sample had a total
 

o.f:',41 hi? cidren (A ,-nn-n and I R daughters) who wer-e 1 i ving outside 

-f -le head's house.:.ho] d at. the time of 
the Household SLurvey. For
 

tlhp :4 hnt-.sp.hold, in ,]als-.!-,a thei- e were 22 child'-en (7 sons and 15 

d au-ht ers; ) i s-:'imilar" cir cuim :tance,.-. Alrmost all of: these outside 

Sh w-r-e ma-r-i.ed; a.1l 24 in Kalampu,- were married and 20 o+ 
ildr,en 


ihe 22 in ,]a]1 !ha veret- marr'ipFd (ju.t two 
 males were single). At 

th-. as-amu t'i.mes t.hpro -ere 2i married iins (all with wives and
 

chi ldren ) wel L as A marri ed daucjht.er.s (all wi tho.It spouse or 

children) living w:itiin the sample: hou.s-ehol.ds.-. in Kalampur. In
 

'h. al
,lat aI-it hh-re wr.ere ti marriEd tosri (al].l with wives and 

c hildren) but no marr'ied daugiters in the sample households. 

Examination o 
 the clistr: butio n of these children by 

des.'ti nati nn r-vea'l- that. i - Kal .ampuir three of the head's sons
 
live el sewhere in the ciliuni y and three have emigrated, whereas
 

5 o.f 4t . hio,'add ' c. d a u gh e i d-. i ne .'-. Ka 1 amputr whi 1 e 13 have 

emi'gr-ated. 
For Jal.sha the f'igures,are even 
rrore shifted away from 

the tiradiii-onal pattern there -e2 head' s ons living elsewhere
 

wi'thin the community and 5 who have emigrated7 while 7 head's
 

datu .h'tein li 
 i'J al,'ha 
and 8 have ernigrated. It appears that. 

thr .tr it ional patternr o+- pstr'i 1 ocal i ty and vill age exogamy -­

stil. s'tr ong i n thnener at.:iony- of the household heads and their 

http:hou.s-ehol.ds
http:ma-r-i.ed
http:house.:.ho


ihlin s -- is possibly we kening in the generation af the 

claims on their {ather's lands through inheritance, 

hnuc=L'hni, d head 's chi l dren. 

Women who remain in their home communities are less likely 

tharn in.r earlier generations to entrust to their male relatives 

their .L-hare of inher'itanc:es and consequent food and cash surplus 

produced f-rom those lands. Moreover, if they do make increased 

then it will 

l:i.ply redur:e the average holdings for all family members within 

iust half of the unmarried
t ho: generation. For instance, if 

Kalampur sample households get married and remain in the
girls in 

the pattern in Jalsha already), then this might
commun'ty (Ws is 

rpd"ce the land holdings of their brothers who stay at home by 

,hn ut 25%. 
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