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CHAPTER ONE

SCOFE OF THE sTUDY

In recent decades agricultural scientists have been hard at
work to create hetter-yvielding varieties of food and cash Crops,
population erxperts have been =truggling to develop scheoss for
meli fFying high rates of demographic growth, and social scientists
of many disciplines have heon condueting fleld research and
survey studies Lo understand agricultural and popul ation problens
iy btheir spproprate social  and economic conterts, Mevertheless
marty oroblens in the wural regiong of developing nations remain
to be solved.  One lesson is clear: for development programs to
b moet effective, the human dimension of the problems being
tackled nust be included in all phases of research and subsequent
action schemnes.

Thue, in the domain of agricultural devel cpment , earlier
Frperiments with cropping svstems have been replaced by farming
syatens approaches within which social and BCONOMLC 1 seuss
receive constderable attention. Although debiates atill rage
among social and agricoltural scienticts regarding the most

st fective theorstical and practical framewarks for "Farming

Swetems" re

woh (of. COLTAR 1978y 1ADS 15805 Norman, Bilbert,

arcl Winch 1979y Deblal t 1985; Rhosdes 1985 and Jones and Wallace

t986) , 1t i general ly agresd that the most effective -
will dnvalve an ecological appeoach in which agricultuwe is

viewsd s a sub-sveten within the broader svstem of human-1and
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relations.  Moreover, the approach reguires an awareness that

agricultwre s an "open” system in "dyramic equilibriam, "

A farming sysbten (or farm system or whols—farm
system) is not simply & collection of crops and animals to
which one can apply this inpat or that that and expect
immediate results. Rather, 1t i & complicated interwoven
mesh of soils, plarnte, animals, implements, workers, other
inputs, and envivonmental influencss with the strands held
arnd manipulated by a person called the farmer who, giwven
Mis preferencs and asplrations, abttempts to produce oubput
from the inputs and technology available to hism. It is
the farmer e und que uwnderstanding of hie immediate
environment, both natoaeal and socio-esconomic, that results

in mis farsing system (TARO Farming Syetems Report 1978).

Wer believe that the notion of the farmer ‘e "immnediate
snviranment” shonld be wnderstood broadly.  Rural
agricultuwaliste in developing courtriez do not live jeolated in
their villages. Rather, they operate in a "svsten" that includes
homestead and fields in the context of relations with friends,
rezt ghilbors, and kinsnersons in the local community as well az in

cettlements spread cver many hundreds of sguare miles and perhaps
wvern inta forsign couwntries. They are aware of marbet forces and
participate as wisely as their resowrces permit in regional,
national ;. and even 1nternational markets. Finally, they are
exposed to diverse development programs browght to their farons by
reprezentatives of government institutes, interrational agencies,

and nryvate-sector aorgantsabions.



I this context, the analveis of agriculture in Rangladesh
presented in this report extends the focus of "Farming Systems”
approaches to encompass not dust the farmer G.oe., usually the
wnale houwsehold head) but also the relevant life experiences ot
all memnbere of faraing families. Tﬁiﬁ brings a broader spatial
framoworhk as well as a longer time perspective to research on
agriuvul ture.

Thues, the present study is not concerned with farming avetems

viarrowly defined, but d

e with what we call farming systems and

ther Me

X

tended community.”  Thise community 1s extended both in
Yime and epace, net orly through the farmer s life but beyond
et encompess generations before and after —- as well as across
the geographical areas within which the farmer and members of his
family live. We shall kope to demonstrate that the temporal and
gspatial dimensions of farming systems are best wnderstood in this
Newtended” context. Fareosrs' decisions about working the land
depend on such characteristics as household composition,
inheritance, and migeation -- none of which are usually part of
farming systems approaches to agricultural development. Far
sxample, a farmer e decision to plant a specific IRRI variety
rice in the early Eharif season may appear to an agricultueal
extension agent as a matter of an individual ‘s knowledge and
resources, but much nore may be involved.  The family’'s social
obligations, such as those involving arrangments for & daughter s
wedding, can influence whether they would choose to spend limited
resouwrces at that specific moment.

AGRTCULTURE  AMD FARM HOUSEHOLDS

I a developing couwntry like Bangladesh, agriculture depends
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on the availability of buman labor more than on high technology.

Thus, millions of farmers and their fanilies represent the basie

for the success or failure of national agricultural development
prograns.  They work the land to feed theilr families and to get
soims cash for other nesds.

Just as & careful anal veis of agricultural fields shows
seasonal  and vearly oyoles in crops planted, tended, and
harvested, so too with farming families.  The labor resources
rapresented by a farmer and his family depend on the composl i on
of the household at & givero moment.  Children in s2chool , sons

working o bhe city, daughters marcied and Living an another

village ~— all represent lost labor to the farmer working his
Fiwtoe. T4 the depletion of the familial labor pool e too
great, or if the family meabers are unable to work in
agricultural activities, then the farmer nusbt hire in laborers at
additional cost. On the other hand, absent family membere do not
represent as hilg s bwden s do those living at home.

Thie leads to a consideration of the "developmental cveole of
the domsstic oroup” as a principal focue of study, although most
agricultural vessarchers have tended to treat the family as a
relatively statio social unit.  One effective way to deal with
the temporal dimension of farming fanilies is to carry out

longi tudi nal v

garch among & speclific population.
Unforturnately, this is expensive and requires a long-term

gommi baert of resowrces

arted peraonnel beyvond what 1s normal ly
available in agricanltural recssarch programs. AR alternative

anproach - which we adopted in the study reported on here

------ involves a cross-sectional survey of sample populations. Such



a survey must be designed so that the farming family's past,
present, and futuwre can be analyzed.

FARM HOUSEHOLDS: MIGRATION, INHERITANCE , AND LAMD USE

I the present study, a narticular amphasis has been placed
oo the problen of migration. Since migration involves the
movement of people in space and in time, it provides the
investigator interested n agricultural issues with a convenient
anel seeltyve mechani am £or Eramining the transf s mations of
riral households, Furthermore, analveie of domestic devel apment
cyoles in the contest of migration brings inke play the oroblem
af drnberitance and land uwee for the present and the future
generation of farmers an Bangladesh.  The farming eystem in rural
communities consists not only of people working the land in the
present . but reflects the consequences of actions in the past and
Limite opticns for the futurs.

Migration has ite aost direct connections to agriculture in

two domains: firet, and most important, is the continuing

transformation of the village populaticons in Bangl adesh becauss
of the patterns of BRI &Iy (mutmmarriages by which women tend teo
leave their natal communities and move to the villages in which
their husbands residen sRoond, migrants may influence
gqricoltuwral activities in the farming households through the

so-tal led "demonetration effect" that other options exis

e

L beyvond
the communities of ragivie For example, some vourg people attend
school in the countryside sand then continue their higher
educational training sl sewheres. They represent a "cost" to their
families of origin durinmg their training period, but offer the

[RRANS

of higher earvings et oa later time. Some of these
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garnings may be returned home as remittances to assist the family
meEmbers bo swevive in the rural setting. O, the migrants
~=through their occasional visitse home - may carry new ideas with
them that might influence the farmers’ wses of technology, seed,
fertilizers, or other agricultural products.

Tnherttance is clo

sely tied to migration since womnen who
marey oul and otherse who migrate for educational or work purposes
must deeal with their share {actuwal or potential) of the
inheritance from their parents. RBecauss land fragmentation can
result from observance of Telamic and governmental 1aws,
agriculturalists are faced with serious decisions regarding
Gispostbion of thelr property among sons and daughters,  In this
contest . the problen of land "management” becomes ioportant in
ciecler bt keep family plots productive.  Some families may become
landlesns while others gain lands fromn generation to generation in
villags sittuations where no new lands are avallable for
gultivation.

Thus, Jand ves in the rural sector can be sesn as resulting
from certain conbinations of agricultural practicss, coonomic
constrainte and apportunities, and social customs such as
irberitance and migration.  Who has how much land, where it is

located, and how it ie used depends on familial history and

I

resowrces as wiell as the quality of seed, availability af
fertilizers and irrigation, and the general environmental

conditione such as drought or flood.

CATEGORIES OF FARM HOUSEHOLDS

Foseal

-

communi ties are not homogeneouws placesz.  Aside from the
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distinction between farimners and non~farmerse (such as

Lorekeepers, tradespeople, etc.), one Can differentiate the
farming population bazed on a variety of measwres. For instance,
one might edsmine the total amount of land owned by a farmer, the
amowrt of land under culiivation {including leased, rented,
sharecropped, and mortgaged landa), the total number of plows
cwned, the total yields from w1l crops, the total income from
farming, or even the net profite realized from agricul tural
activities, Whateveyr measwe oF combination of neasures is used,
e reality of agriculbtural life in rural Bangladesh reveals
ditferent "classes" of farmers whose economic levels rane from
very ,oor to ressonably prosperous (ot . Howes 19@B5:45-51).

I the present study we have followed comnon practice
Mallace 1984 by dividing agriculturalists into "rlasses"
arcarding to the total asount of agricultural land owned. For
cur purposes we divide farming households into three classes:
Marginal , Small, and Large. Housebolde with tittle or no
agricultural land (i.e., between 0 and 49 decimale or 0.0 and

0. 49 acres) are labeled "Marginal'y those with eoore subshantial

holdings (i.e., between 30 and 249 decimals or 0.5 and 2049

acres) are called "Small," and those with even greater holdings

ti.e., over 250 decimals or 2.0 acres) are called "Large."



& GEMERAL FRAMEWORE FOR ANALYSIS OF FARMING SYSTEMS

So far we have discussed several of the central components of
a neneral {framework for the analysis of farming systems in rural
Farigl adesh. To complete the picture, it 1s necessary to
introduce aore complexity., The major components of a more
comprehensive framewoirk include are listed in Figure 1. The
major components are: Fopulation, Households, Migration, Land
Acquisition, Land Qurership and Tenancy, fariculture, and Farm
Class.

Irn general, we suggest that the Population component is the
point with which to begin analysis.  Data on individuals can then
be merged into a higher level of analysis associated with the
Howsehnlds component.  The Migratiorn component influences the
composition of the population and households. The Land
Acquisition component deals with who obtains how ouch land
throuwgh what mechaniems.  The Land OQwnerchip and Tenancy
comporent involves the controel over land by dindividuals as

mant £ e

sted throwghout their families and households.  The

Sgricul twee component combines the environoental ;) t

zzhinolaogical ,
and human labor inputs with production cutputs. Finally, the
Farm Class component divides the agricultuwralists into three

categories ——-Marginal, Small, and Large —— on the basis of the

total amount of agricultbtural land owned.


http:AOg-ric.lt

FIGURE 1. COMPONENTS OF & GENERAL FRAMERIORE

FOR ANALYSIS OF FARMING SYSTEMS 1M BANGL.ADESH

FOFULLATION

== Demographic Characteristics

-~ Social Characteristics
- marital status
~= familial dependerncy status
== Educational Characteristice
-~ schaoling level
= Ocoupational Characteristics
- type of emplovment
== number ofr jobws
~= income
HOUSEHOLDS
== Membership Characteristics
= age composition
- oEseN composition
== Reseidential Charactmristicq
== nuclear families
—— extended families
—= Economic Charactericstics
- labor force participation

----- agricultural activities
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FIGURE 1. COMPONENTS OF A GENERAL FRAMEWOREK
FOR ANALYSIS OF FARMING SYSTEMS IN BANGLADESH

{continued)

== Developmental Cyeole Characteristics
== relationship to head
- gengrational features
== mareiage patterns
MIGRATION
-~ Characteristincs of Migrants
e age
- GEy
-~ marital status
== Origins of Migrants
- rural to rural
== wrhan to rural
=~ Destinations of Migrants
== rurral to rural
~= rural to urban
== Patterns of Movenents
== direct
== multiple stages
~= Gocial Characteristics
=~ origin housebolds
== destination households
- Educational Characteristice

== Occupational Characteristics
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FIGURE 1. COMPONENTS OF A GENERAL FRAMEWORH
FOR ANALYSIS OF FARMING SYSTEMS IN EANGLADESH

{(continued)

LAND ACOUTSTTION
== Inheritance
e mal es
- femal es
== locational issues

-—= Purchase

mortgages
------ Dewiry
T mErriage costs
- hypogamy and hypergamy
LAND OQUWMERSHIFP AND TENANCY
== Qunership
== tetal amount land
== total agricultural land
-~ total nor-agricultural 1and
----- Tenancy
== leasing 1n and out
~— sharecropping in and out
—= renting in and out
Smomortogaging in and out
== Land Fragmentation
== total plats owned

- total plots farmed
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FIGURE 1. COMPOMENTS OF A SENERAL FRAMEWORK
FOR ANALYSIS OF FARMING SYSTEMS TN RAMGBLADESH

fcontinued)

AGRICULTURE

=~ Environmental Conditions
- 5oils
= watew

== Technological Inputs
~= dirrigation

- gporle

----- pestictdes
-— Labor Investment
== family labor
== hired labor
== animal power
—= Production
== subksistence crops
- cash crops
= multiple cropping
----- homestead gardens
-~ livestoock
FARM CLASS
== Marginal Agriculturalists
== Small Agricultuwralists

------ Large Agriculturalists
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THE RESEARCH PROJECT

The present project developed from a concern for a better
understanding of the relationship between rural population
movements and agricultural development. By building on previous
regsearch in two villages —— Cheoto Ealampur and Jalsha Boro Hicsss
== din Dhamrai Upazilla under Dhaka District where previous
farming systems and social anthropological resesrch has been
carried out, it was the aiom of the current project to study in
depth certain factors which had not received sufficient
attention. In particular, we wished to edamine the problems of
Vand fragoention ard land 1nheritance as these were related to
miaration. AN indtial opsrating hypothesis of the research
project focused on the linkage of marviage patterns
tepecifically, village exogamy and patrilocal residence) and the
variability of land holdings between aen and womnen.  The approach
to this problem has involved a detailed consideration of
individual and household varisbles within a crose-sectional
survey of sample howseholdse in the two villages. It s
anticipated that the resultse of the research project, when
combined with garlier research on the "Role of Rwral Women in
Techrnology Gdoption” in these same communities, will contribute
to a better understanding of the diverzity and complexity of life
chances for the inhabitants of the Rangladesh countryvside.

Specific research objectives of the study were:

a) assesscent of different tvpes of migrante in rural
Hangl adesh, in terms of the patterns of rural-rural,
rural —urban, and wrban-rural movements:

b) asspsement of social and demographic
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characteristics of these migrants, with special attention
to age, sex, marital status, education, occcupaticon, etc.:
£) assecssment of the spatial and temporal patteerns of
popul ation movemenrt involving the sample village
househol des
d) assecsment of the impact of migration on the
agricul tral systemns of the sample communities, with
special attention to problems of land ocwnership, land use,
inheritance, and fragmentationg
&) assessoment of the relationship of the life cvele
of migrants and the development of domestic groups
invalved in agricultural activities, with special
attention to the prospects that migrant remittances
influerce charges in stancard of living for rural
households.
RESEARCH FROCEDURES
SELECTION OF FIELD RESEARCH SITES
At the outset, 1t was intended to ezamine agricultural
comminities directly rather than through analyeis of secondary
data. Although a review of the comparative literature on the
sacial and economic dimensions of agriculture in Bangladesh was
conducted (ct. Wallace and FHemper 1984: BARC 1989, it revealed
that relatively few field-based studies had been conducted on
relevant topice. Moresover, gaven resource and personnel
Pimitations, it was decided to do intensive field research in a
Pimited number of communities rather tharn to attespt to conduct
large-scale swvey of numerouns communities theoughout the

countey,

&
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In this context, it was decided to conduct field
investigations in two communities —- Choto Kalampur and Jalsha
Boro Hissa -- where previous research had been dore by BEARC and
other organizations. In particular, the decision to choose these
two communitievs was & consequence of the avatlability of a
substantial amount of backgrouwnd icnformation collected by the
garlisr project teams feee IRT 1981, 1982, 198%, Wallace 19684,
19685, Wallace, Ahsan, Ahzan and Hussain in press) . The zelection
wf Kalampur as a research site by the earlisr investigators was
determined by three points: (1) the presence there of a BIRIT
cropping systems site:r (2) dts presumed representativeness of the
regicon within Dhamrai Upazilla of Dhaka District: and (3) ite
convenient location alomg the Aricha highway about 20 minutes
drive northwest of Dhaba (see Wallace 1984 for details). The
selection of Jalsha as a second research site was rela{ed to its
location in & more isolated rural area near Hal ampure. It was
supected to be less subiect to the immediaste impact of
agricultural development programs and other whan-bhased
influences and would likely reveal more traditional forms of
social . economic, and agricultural organization than would
Kelampur. Taken together, the two resea-ch communi ties would
provide information about & broader range of rural
agricultuwralists than would research in a single village.

I these garlier field studies, 34 householdse were selected
fr-om each village. This represented approximately a 104 sample
from Choto Falampur and a 16% sample from Jalsha Borohissa. The
gample from each village was selected on o random basis according

to the relative proportions of houwseholds in fouwr farm class
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categories: Landless, S8mall, Medium, and Large. In the present
study these four categories were redoced to three "farm class”
categories by combining the categories of Landless and Marginal
nto the single class Marginal. The sample characteristics are
given in Table 1.

Hecause of the confusion in the literatuwe over classiftying
Rangladeshi farmors as tenant farmers and sharecroppers (soe
Janmuzy and Peach 1977) and because of the methodological
problems such categories coreate, tenants and shareCroppers As
classes of farmers were not used in these earlier studies. For
example, a landless sharecropper is never a large land owner but

a large land owner may be & sharecropper.

TQEL&'IH SAMPLE HOUSEHOLDS RY FARM CLASS
FAL AMPUR JQLSHG
FARM ACTUAL. SAMPLE ACTUAL SRAMPLE
CLAass HOUSEHOL.DS HOUSEHOLLDS HOUSEHOL.DS HOUSEHOLDS
Larage 12 2] 22 3
Small 179 13 110 18
Marginal &0 13 71 3

Total KT Ry 203 34

These 48 households served as the primary basis for data
about houwsehold conposition, land use, and migratior in Eeal ampur
arid Jalsha.,  Bot additional information was also collected from

rthier wvillagers about these and related issues through standard

ethrographic fielduwork methods (cf. Pelto and Pelto 1979).
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FIELD RESEARCH

terenh began in the summer 1984 and continued through

Field res

19835, It was determined that a series of survey gquestionnaires
would be used to acqguire the datna needed for analyeia of the
relationships among the principal components of the framework
describied above. The research team desigred, pre-tested, and
adminmistered three major survey questionnaires as part of this
project: (a) Household Survey: (b)) Migration Surveys; and () Land
Ume Survey.

The Houseshold Survey was administered to the household bheads
of 34 cample households in Kalampur and 38 sample households in
Jalsha. This households were selected because they were the same
ag those weed in the earlier prodect on "The Role of Rural Women

i

N Techrnology ddoption. " Tt was important to Fave an established
rapport with the respondente becausse of the length and complexity
cof  bhve guestionnaire,

The Migration Survey was designed to be administered to both
ine-migrants and out-migrants from the sample houssholds in the
bwe commurities.  The potential migrant interviewses were
tmitially ddentified from the persone listed on the popalation
cersus section of bthe Housebold Suevey. it Kalampur, a total of
A6 in-migrants and 49 out-migrants were located and interviewed:
in Jalshea, 44 1n-migrants and 37 out-migrants were done. In all
cases, the number of migrants interviewsd was a reasonable
proportion of those bnown to exist.  For the Halaopur and Jalehba
ireemigrants, all were found and interviewed. The more difficult
situation existed for finding and interviewming the out-migrante.

For Kalampur, 49 of S5 migrants were done and for Jalsha 37 of 45
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were done. In most cases, the migrants. were living in villages
in the same upazilla -—- Dheamrai ~— in which both Kalampur and
Jalsha are located. However, in soce instances, the researchers
had to pursue the ocub-migrants to more distant villages and ‘
towns.

The Land Use Survey was adoinistered to all 34 sample
households in both Kalaspur and in Jalshia. [t was intended to
provide plot-wise and season-wise data on crops, seeds,
frrtilivers, pesticides, and other aspects of agricultural inputs
anc production for the sample households.

DATA ANALYSIS

The results obtained fram the three survey guestionnaires
were prapared for analysis through use of codebooks, data coding
forms, and computer word provessing programs. Thus, the
recponess Lo the ttems on the questionnaires were converted by &
time-~consuming processe intd a format compatible with “he
Btatistical Package for the Social Sciences (BRES/PCH) , which was
uged to create statistical tables for the numerous variables
analyzed (Norusis 198&6) . In addition, considerable manual
tabulation and caloulation of data was done. The bulk of the
data analysis was done in the period from mid-1985 4o mic-1986,
beginning with the transferring of the item resporses to the
codesheeats and the subseqguent entryv of the codesheets into the
computer (TBM FCY. During the Spring and Suomer 1286, the actual
sltatietical analvsis was dorne o SFGS/FC+.

Tt de rymportant t

-

inote heve that, although @11 guestionnai re

item responses wers tbransferred Lo the codesherts, nobt &all were

entered into the computer for SPES/FO+ analvels becavse there
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were too many non-responses or nissing data to make the
statistical procedures worthwhile. On the other hand, numerous
new variables were created on the computer through transformation
aroaggregation of the original responses.  For aample, the
variable for "Farm Class” was created by caloculating the amount
of agricultural land (uhich involved subtracting the

nor-agrilcultural land from the agricultuwral land) for each of the

sample houssholds in the two research commuenities. Subsequently,

2ible to add the "Farm Class” variable to the data sebs

it was pos
devived from the Land Use Survey and Lhe Migration Survey.
FRESENTATION OF RESEARCH RESULLTS

In the following chapters we present the principal findings

|38

of the research conducted in Kalampwe and Jalsha., In Chapter
we give some background information on the characteristice of the
two communities, with emphasis on their rvironmental ,
demagraphic, and economic conditions. In Chapter 3 the
agricultural practices of farmers in Kalampur and Jalsha will be
described in light of tenancy arrangemnentes and the cost of
tarming.  In Chapter 4 we examine the characteristics of the the
wample howseholds in Ealaopur and Jalsha in detail , with zpecial
focus on their developmertal cycle characteristics. In Chapter S
the Tand acquisition and land inheritance strategies among the
sampl e households in Kalampue and Jalsha will be analyvaed. In
Cheoter & the characteristics of the migramts to arnd from
Kalampur and Jalehs will be discussed in terms of the farm class
categories of bheir nousehaolds of destination or origin,

"2 810

tively,  Finally, in Chapter 7, we summarize the

relationships among Lhe principal components of the general
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framework for analysie of farming systems in rural Bangladesh in

the light of the research resulte from Kalampur and Jdalsha.



CHAPTER TWO
CHOTO KALAMPUR ANMD JALSHA BRORGHISGSA

THE LAND AND THE PEOFLE

In this chapter, we describe the villages of Choto Kalampur
and Jalsha Rorohissa (of. Wallace 1984, Wallace, GShsan, Ahsan,
and Hussain in press, BIRD 1981,1982,1983) . To understand the
relationships between the land and the people, we ehall examine
the general environmental , historicsl-ecornomic, and demographic
conterte for the rural agriculturalists in these two communities.
To conclude the chapter, we shall discuss the general
characteristics of land ocwnerceship in Kalampur and Jalsha.

EMVTROMMENT

The unique envirormental setting of Bangladesh - located in
the delta rogion of the great Ganges, Brahmaputra, and Meghna
river systems -- is a majior liemitation on human exploitation of
the lard. Most of the country is less than fifteen meters above
sea level and i1e subiect to flooding and silting during the peak
of the monsoon floods. Snother conseguence of the annual
flooding and silting is the shifting of river beds, the erosion
of their bamnks, and the destruction of villagers’' fields. 0OFf the
two communities studied, Kalampur has so far suffered more

severely from flooding because of its lacation next to the river.
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Bangl adesh has a tropical monsoon climate, characterized by
two distinct seasorns, a cool seaszon and a lornger warm season
Islam et al. 1981, Rashid 1977). 1In the Fegion of Kalampur and
Jaleba, the mean January temperature is 60 F and the mean July
temperature is B2 Fo Mean tenperature, however, does not reflect
the range and veariation in the regional microclimate. During the
wittber movthe, the teoperature in Kalampur and Jalsha may drop as

low as 49 F. A& woman dre

merl 10 a sari or oa man in his lungi can
"teel!" very cold during this time of the vear. During the summes
monthes, the temperature can reach 100 Fy making work in the
fields st arouwnd the house very fatiguing.

The monzoon climate, gererally fertile soils, and the
activities of the human population influence the tvpe of
vegetation that grows in Bangladesh. T Kalampur and Jalsha,
situated about six meters above sea level , almost all the green
vegetation edists becauwse of human activity. Except for some
grasses and a few shrubs and small trees, all the veagrtation
growing in the area is useful to the human ropulation.  lLand ie
simply too valuable for agricultural purposes to allow a
significant amount of unusable vegetation to flowish., For all
practical purposes, the flora dimenﬁimn'UF the environmernt in
kalampur and Jalsha is "human” made. This kaoan intervention in
the landscape bas led the geoagrapher Rashid (1977:129) to say of
Harngl adesh: "the rows of graceful palms, the deep green masses
of mango trees, the light green eplashes of the clumps of bananas
ang the feathery bamboo, &l arranged naatly around the huts and

water tanks, makes the countryside look like a garden., "
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The woils of Kalampue and Jalsha are in what is generally
referred to as the Hrahmaputra tract. Brey in color, without
develuped profiles, light loam to clay loam in character, Lhe
soils are well suited for growing traditional rice and jute
TrOps., They are not deficient in nuatrients for traditional ,
Tacal variety crops (Alim 1981, but to grow snccessefully the
newsr high vielding Crops, 1t die necessary for farmers to add
natrients to the <oil ., Often, because of economic and political
forces hevord the control of local agricultaralists, the cost of
the appropriate fertilizers ie prohibitively high.

The amount and timing of the vearly rainfall ie pritical to
the well being of the farmer armd hig family. If there is «
drought during the dry season and the sparse rains do not came,
the farmer carn lose his whale crop.  Tf the monsocon is early and

de

heavy, there is too much waker and the rice crop mav be
destr aved, f the monsoon is heavy and lasts into Ootober,
another rice croo and the Jute orop may be destroyed.

Iri general, the rainfall, temperature, ard scils gf the
region of Kalampur and Jalsha provide the basis faor nearly all
farm households to prodquce enough food to maintain at least &
subsistence level of Tiving. Unfortunately, rainfall,
temperature, and soils are only three of the variables atfecting
agricultuwre. Land distribution, irvigation, technology, social
organization, political factors, and even religion also influence

the success or failure of local farming.
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HISTORTCAL-ECONOMIC DEVELOPMEMT

The: region now called Bangladesh has been subdect to colonial
exploitation by mation-states whose decision-making centers have
been far removed from the local scers. The delta Feglon was
formally incorporated into the Moghul empire in 1574, For the
following two certuries, the regional ECONGmY was dominated by

“aditional rice cultivation, although the agricultural =zyvstem
was becoming nore diversified and the local silk and cottor
industry were the basis of a growing export trade. By the late
17008, the Britieh East India Company had gained effective
control over the region, and formal British goavernmental control
followed in 1857,

During this period., the traditional hbalanced agrarian econoay
was transzformed into a production sve em for raw materials
dedicated to serving the reeds of Briticsh industry and calonial
economic policies.  Local textile manufacturing swffered in
competition with machine-made goods imported fromn England. Cash

crops such as indigo and safflowsr -— and later, jute and tea —-

wer e emphiasi 1 at the expense of traditiornal food crops. Thus,
the region became fivrmly tied to the world svstem of production,
consumptiorn, and distributian.

The =ituation remained relatively unchanged until the
partition of India and the creation of East FPakistan i 1947 wher
the British retired from active colonial control of the region.
The old colorial regime was transferred from London (and Delhi)
b & new political system in Karachi. The anticipated

nost-colom al economic boon did not ccocur in the region called

East Pakiestan. Aogricuoltwre did not prosper in the 19%0s even
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though the population was beginning to expand dramatically. From
being a net agricultural exporter, the region became a food
importer by the late 1960s. Much of the economic surplus
generated by the farmers of East Fakistan was transferred through
national admimistrative policies to berefit industrial
development in West FPakistarn. The ineguities in conditions
between the two Pakistans orew worse during the late 1940w ¥he
War of Liberation was the result.

Im 1971 the new nation of Hangladesh was born in the wake of
a corntlict that had taben perhaps 500,000 lives, forcwd millions
from thele homes and villages, and destroved much of the
infrastructure for regional economic development in city and
countryside.  The legacy of centuries of colonial esploitation
= ounder the Moghuls, the British, and then Weest Pakistanis
= oresulted in little that could serve as the basis of rapid
wconoml ¢ development to meet the new nation’'s sericus needs. As
Arthuwe and MoeMicoll have said, "Bangladesh todavy retains
greentially the sane economic base that had been establiched by
the 18505 cultivation of rice, jute, and a few other crops, and
export of agricultural goodse, mainly raw djute and manufactured
Jute products.  BEven though total output is larger, so too is
population, with the result that the important gualitative
indexes - crop viclds, labhor productivity, and real incomes
= have shown slight imoprovenent or even have worsened over the
vearea" (19782 24) .

Untortunately, we krow relatively little of the sconomic
Bistory af the communities of Kalampur and Jalsha. It ANPERIES

that the general picture given above also applies to their
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inhabitants. Their populaticons have been zipanding in recent
decades while production has been urable to keep pace. The
subsistence econamy is now linked permanently to the regional,
national, and international markets -- with the result that the
villagers can do little more to conternl theiv +ace in the late

1980 than they could in earlier times.

THE COMMUNITY SETTING
Kalampuw- and Jalsha are located approximately 35 and 42 miles
respectively west-rnorthwest of Dhaka, the national capitol.

Falampur is easily accessibtdle to Dhaka via the Aricha Highway but

18 sud ftovently distant to be outside its immedisate sphere of

influenre.  Many of bthe r of Kalampuwr, especially women,
children and old people, have never been to Dhaka. Jalsha ie
less accessible to Dhaka because it is situated seven miles west
from Ealampur along a narrow road which was freguently impassible
by vehicle during the rainy geason, until it was paved in early
1986,

Adminislratively, Ealampur and Jalsha are situated in Dhaka
District, Dhaka Sader Morth Subdivision, Dhame-adi Upazilla, and
Sutipara Union., There were apprrnimatgly 15,895 people living in
2,524 householdse in Sutipara Union i 1974 (GRS 1974) . Falampur
i bordered on the north by Depashy and Bhalum, on the east by
Fashipuwr and Dawtia, on the west by Bordatia anc Sutipar, and on
the south by Sreerampor, Mannar, Skidhulia, and Hadbagaoi 1.
Jaleha 1s bouwnded on the north by Fushti puwe Haulipafa and
Durgapur, on the sast by HBongbhertola, Durgapur, and Boro

Amorpur . and on the west by Srumnalia and Gaborpara. Hoth -
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Falampur and Jalsha villages are divided into two more or less
equal sections. Falampuw ig divided by the Aricha Highway into a
novth and south section and Jalsha is divided by the Kapalipara
canal.

Kalampur is bthe economic and social center of the villages in
the tmmediate region. There is a dirt and brick road, a little
over a mile long, linking the barasr with the A&richa Highway.
There is a steady flow of people and rickshaws along this road
datlv. The primary echool and high school for the area is
Tocated near the Kalampuwe bazaar.  There arg two mosgues and two
macr asah (reliogiouws training centers) in Halampur. Also, there
are government offices, a post office, and several government
self-help programns in Kalampur. Electricity has reached parts of
Kalampur, and in zections of the village irrigation facilities
are well developed.

Jaleha hae few of the modern facilities characterizing Choto
Kalampur, The nearest market for the people of Jalsha is located
about three wiles alorng the road to Kal ampur. I+ the villagers
of JdJalesha want to shop duraing haat {market) day, they mast walk
cir ride & rickshaw to more distant towne, imcluding Ealampur.
There 1s only one school in Jaleha and‘it is for primary grades
only. EBElectricitv has not reached most of Jalsha and irrigation
facilities are less well developed than in Kalampur!  Although
Jalsha has always been more isolated (the paving of the road from
Falampure cuts the travel time to the main highway to less than 20
minutes by car from the previouws one hour or more), the villagers
of Jalsha do not perceilve themselves to be less sophisticated

tharn the residents of Ealampur.
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FOPULATION

According to a 1973 census, there were approximately 1800
individuals living in 351 households io Ealanpur and about 1500
individuals in 203 households in Jalsha. It appears that the
popul ations of both communities have continued to grow, but no
complets enumeration has been carvied out in the past decade.

Ouwr sample survey of 34 households in gach community suggests
that the typical household in Kalampur contains 4.3 persons while
that in Jalsha has 5.5, These figures seem reasonable in light
of the 1973 censzus suwr ey, Detailed data on population
composition of the two villages at the level of household and

farm cla

are given in Chapter 4.

The Household Survey data includes 215 persons for Kalampur
anch 186 for Jalsha.,  The average age for the two sample
populatione was almost identical - 2204 vears old for the frrmer
and 22.9 for the latter. 0f those surveyed in Kalampuwe, 117
(54043 are reported to be unmarried, 90 (41.9%) marvied, 7
CRL3N) widowed, and 1 (0.5%) divorced. The parallel figures for
Jalsha are 93 (50.0%) unmarried, 84 (45,2%) married, and 9 (4.8%)
widowed {and none divorced). Again, these data zungest that
similar denographic processes are at work in both communities.

At this point it is worthwhile to mention that the popul ation
af Kalanpur and Jalsha cannot be underetood orly din terms of the
Tocal commanity settinns. The traditiconal pattern of patrilocal
restdence and village exogamy results in a steady movement of
both villages' youny females to other places in the Fegion.

Moreover, this rural-to-rural population movenent is supplemented
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by & certain flow of men and women to other destinations in the
region and bevond for puarposes of education, work, marriage, and
even inheritance of property.

Thus, it is mecessary to coneider Kalampur and Jalsha as two
focal points of A population distribution in the region rather
than simply as twon places on the map. Although the stereotvpe
held by whan duellers of their village counterparte i that
agriculturalists are tied permanently to the land, it appears
that pertaps hald of the pegople in Kalampur and Jalsha have 1ived
or will live sone vesrs outside of these villages.

On the basis of responses to the Household Survey, we find
that only 163 (78.8%) of our Kalampur sample population was born
there: for Jalsha the figure is 140 (73.3%). Indeed, the people
aurveved (oo Kalampuwe and Jalseha repressnt more than 30 different
villages within the Dhaorai Upazilla. as well as several located
ir nearby Upazillas. T we assume that the oroportion of people
sUrveyed who were biorn el sewhere ~~ in nearly all caszes women who
come Or go because of marrviage arcangenents —-- approvinates the
pumbers who will in turn depart Kalampur and Jalsha, then about

halt of each population would reside outside the two sample

EDUCAT IO '

Although we have no information aboot the overall sduecational
levels of &ll persons in Kalampur and Jalsha, owr Housebiold
Survey does shed zome light on the situation.  We find that the
range of education s from illiterate to university gradoate in

Kalampur and from illiterate to Higher Secondary Certificate



Fassed in Jalsha, with all the different levels of pramary and
high school in betweern. I we exclude children below age ten

from ow analvsis, then the pattern of literacy and esducation

A8 lafalc2 that men have received nore epducation than women and
that peonle in bthe Large farm class hounseholds are more likely to
have some formal schooling than are people in the Small and
Marginal farm clase households. Certainly, most of the
functionally literate individuals are likely to be found inm Large
farm class households.,  Moreover, it is clear from an analvsis of
the educational cheracteristics of out-migrante that the Large
Farm class houwseholds are most likely to be the sowrce of the few
coltlege-educated individuals from Kalampur and Jalsha.

While 74.0% of all adults in the Kalampur sample popul ation
were claseified as illiterate., 21.3% had some formal schooling up
throwah Primary (level ), and 4.7% tad gone to high school o
bevond.,  Aralysie of the datea according to farm class reveals
that persons who belong to Large farm class households are
wndervepresented in the illiterate category, while those from
Bmall farm class houwseholds are overrepresented in this category

ardd thos

from Marginal farm class households are represented in

about the eupected proportion. ‘

For Jalshea, 69.8% of the adult cample is reported to be
illiterate, 25.08% had some formal schanling up thredgh Primary
(Level 8, and 8.3% had gone to Hiob School or bevond. Here also
the menhers of Large farm class houselnlds are underrepresented
v the d1literate category. However, Small farm ol aze
individuals have about the expected proportion of illiterate,

while Marginal faro class individuales are sl ightly
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pverrepresented in this category. In sum, there is not a linear
relationship in the sample populations between level of prducation

farm class cateqgories.

ECOMOMIC ACTIVITIES

The primary occcupation of 70% of the heads of household in
kalampur and 76% of the heads of ho sehold in Jaleha inval ves
agriculture, i.e., they regular 1y farm land that they own, rent,
Lwad/ar sharecrop. But many people work aside from howsehol d
heads. Thus, we need to examine the overall profile of
seoupations for the sample population to reveal the total pattern
of sconomic activities.

The largest single categories listed as primary occupations
i Kalampur are housewi fe/househol d work/domsstic (27.3%) and
Aagricultural work (17.6%), followed by rickshan driver /cart

us

Pl e U1 L 1aborer {2.0%) wofeseional (2.0%) tirades
| s 3 ’

(s ~uy
\ \..51’-) o

arel businese (0.5 . Aeide €rom these occupational
specralties, 11.3% of the zample population was listed as student
while Z3.5% was reported to be not working {this last ar onap
tncludes primarily very amall children) Only 15 persons were
gaid to have a secondary occupation, and of these sis wers in
agriculture, two were laborers, three were professionals, and
four were in business.
Tr Jalsha, the Teading primary orouwpatione are aleo
housewi fie/ousebold work/ donestic (26.97) and agricultural work
C19.9%) L followed by trades (35.6%) , 1aborer (1.8%), professional

CLE3), shopheener .47, and richkshaw deiver (0.6%) . Students

repreaented 100574 of the sample popul ation, and 35.1% were
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wnemploved at the tice of the survey. Irn Jalsha, more people
reported having a secondary occupation than was the case for
Falampur.  Three were in agricalture, one cared for animals,

three were laborers, two were sauyers, oneg worked in government,

{

anc nine were itnvolved 1 businesses.,

Irv neneral, it appears that Kalampur shows the expected
areater sconomic diversity than Jaleha. Akout one-thirvd of the
sample population is not working or unesploved, althouwgh this
figure includes small children and should probably be adiusted

downward to nearer to 15% actual adult wremplovment.

THE BATAAR
e mentioned above, one asasure of the different levels of

pronom . develomment in the two communitiss is the pres

LR O

abeerce of local market facilities. Drawing orn data gathered by
Wallace durinng 1983, we offer & sketoh of the markec-related
econamic activities in Kalaopur snd Jalsha.

The village of Halampur has a deldly market, and in addition,
a weeklyv haat every Thureday, which serves as the sconomic and

social centar for the nearby villages in the ares.

There are fiftv-six different types of shops, stalls, sheds,

i

aoffices and activity centers in the Kalampuws bazaar. These shops

T

are itenized in Figure 2.1, '

It is not necessary to list all the items for sale in the
shops to gain an appreciration for the type of permanent market
that evists in FEalampur. & listing of some of the items in soms

of the shope will suféice.



There are fouwrteen grocery shops in the Kalampur bazaar, the
lTargest of which sell the following goods:  onions, pul ses,

peppers, walt, spices, different varietiss of rice, mustard and

coconut oil, sovbeans, eqge, sugar cane sSYEUp, sugar, seft
drinks, kerosens, crackers, cookies, soap, light bulbs, wire,

deinking glass

5y lamp chimnevs, mirrors, tooth paste, pencils,
Batieries, ink, decorative paper, thread, shos laces, shaving
brushes, electric wire, rope,; baby bottles, cigarettes, condensed
milk, baby food, plates, candy, rail polish, perfume, flour,
combe, chall., envelopes, rooe water, tea, mosuuito coils,

buttons, matches, potate

» flashlights, pens, playing cards and
razor blades. The stores, however , have only a very small stock

of these items.
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Figure 2.1
Shops and Activity Cernters in Eal ampur Marbet

Grocery Stars (14)

Goldemith Repair Shop (4)

Radio Fepair Shop (2)
Harbershop (3)

Cycle Repair Shop (3)
Fertilizer Shop (5)
Dirug Btore (&)

RIRT Qffice (1)

Sweet Shop (3R)
Stetiarery Shop (2)
Tailaring Shop {(4)
Boaok Store (2)

o ad
Food Stall (4)

Cleath Stare 2

Wateh Repair Shop (1)
Homeopathic Med. OfF. (2)
Balbery (1)

Rice Mill (8)

Cow HBreeding Corner (1)
Howse (1)

Dist. Gov. OF. (1)
Closed Boy's Club (1)
Tea Stall (D)

Fichashaw Corner (2)
Riclashaw Garage (1)
Docuwment Paralegals (21)
Warehouse (T

Electrification (1)

29,
30.
31,
32

yr
SN

-7
34.
e
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36,

04
DR o)

58.
39,
40 .
41.
42.

oY
e

44,
4%,
44,
47,
48 .
49,
S0.
S1.
52.
a3,
a4,

[ 3og g
whid w

5.

Laundry (1)
Crockery Store (1)
Tin Shop (2)

Timber Shop (3)
Mosgue (1)

Milk Selling Shop
kerosene Shop (1)
Blackaemith (1)

Fost Office (1)
Wholesale Dealer (1)
Market Shed (3
Homeo—Aleo Med. 0f. (1)
Keroseme Shop (1)
Haat day shed (8)
Basket Shop (1)

Tce Cream Shop (1)
Hardloom Shop (1)
Oil/Flow Mil1l (1)
Firewood Shop (1)
Furniture Store (1)
Closed Cinema (1)
High School (1)
Madrazah 1)

Melon Marbet (1)
Wood Fost Shop (1)
Harmbe (1)

Tobacco Office (1)
Primary School
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One of the stationery shops eslls the following items: pens,
money bags, flashlights, razor blades, weiting paper, playing
cards, cigarettes, satches, buttons, batteriez, soda drinks,
covkies, soap, water glasses, tooth paste, baby powder ., condensed
will, baby food, shaving brushes, candy, ink, nail pulish,
thiread, o oarative paper, combs, chall, envelopes, and shoe

brushe

Gold cannot be puwchased in the market but it is possible to
get dewelry repaired. The jewelry repair shops specialize in
repalring gold nose and ear rincs as well as silver nose and ear
Finga., chains, bangles, and bracel ets.

Various types of patent medicine, especially those
recommended for respiratory and diarrhes problems, can be
purchased in the local drug stores.

The local book stores sell text hooks for the primary and
high =chool cwricula, novels, exercise bhooks, religious books,
some forelagn magazrines, pens, and calendars.

The post office, in addition to handling the mail, =ells

envelo)es, paper, revenue st amie anrd mone orders,
] } /] b ]

N

-~

toa daily market during May 1983, vendors without permanent

ifi

hops were selling the following items: several varieties of
rice, wheat flow, lentils, onions, garlic, spices, peppers,
chilies, potatoes, salt, mustard oil, betel leaf, betel nut,
tobacco, eggplant, bitter gowd, fish, mango, lewon, watermelon,
sweet potatoes, sugar cane syrup, bamanas, and cucumbers,

Haat day in the Choto Ealampur market takeg on many of the

characteristice of a rural carnival. There is a steady flow of

people and rickshaws moving up and down the roads leading to the



mar ket . Tt ie difficult to move about the bazaar on baat cday.
Men, women and children - many more men and children than women
—— are busy buying and selling goods. People laugh, dake,
aossip, eat, and generally enjoy interacting with their friends
and neighbors,  The haggling and bartering over prices betweesn
buyver and seller reaches a fever pitch. Male transvestites, in
thedr colovful clothing and makewn, are busy promoting cigarettes
antd other items. Cows and goats are paraded about the marhet.
Haat day s &z much a social oocasion as &an SCoRonic oocasion.

o a haat day in May 1983, eighty-one vendors were
identified. Bome of the item. they tad for sale were duchks,
chickens. eqgqgs, ice oream, lemons, yvoghurt, sweets, pottery,
waternelons, hananas, wsed clothing, new clothing, rice, milk,
fFish nets, brass work, seeds, flour, drugs, ear rings, umbrellas,
booke, flashklights, salt, coconutse, tobacco, thread, betel nut
arid betel leaves, onions, besf, mutton, urderwesar, pigeons,
paddy, cows, goats, baskets, fertilizers, and brooms.

The people of Jalsha, although they occasionally travel to

the baraar in Kalampur, generally go to merket at Maishashi, a

Ealampur, or to a mew marbet at kanalipara, located about two
miles west of Jalaha.

Although the bazaar at Maishashi is semall, many of' the same
thems are for sale that are found in the larger markets such as
Choto Ealampur.  The market, however, ie much lese "urban" in
orientation and houses fewer government, developmental self-help
programs, and educational facilities. The offices and shops in

Med shasid are listed in Figure 2.2.
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Kaualiparz is a daily market and has two haat markets a weehk,
on every bednesday and Sunday. There are, however, about one
hundred shops and stalls under construction —-— which is likely to
attract more Jalsha villagers in future vears away from the

Mai shashi marketplace.

Figure 2.2
Maishashi daily market

1. Statiornary Shop (11) 11. Family Planning Of. (1)
2. Medical Office (4) 12. Charity Dispen. 0.4
. Fertilizer Shop () 3. Gov. Godown (1)

4. Barber Shop 4) 14. Bov. Ration 0+. (1)

5. Tailor Shop (5 15, Fruit Stand (1)

6. Restauwrant (4) 16, Blacksmith (1)

7. Rice/sFlouw Miil (%) 17. Jewelry Shop (1)

8. Hicycle Repair  (3) 18. Mosgue (1)

Q. Other offices (3 , 19, Hindu Teaple (1)

. Fost Office (D 20. Market Shed/Stalls (17)

LAND OWMERSHIR

One of the most striking characteristics of the landscape of
Kalampur and Jalsha, and genaraliy throughout Rangladesh, is howe
fragmerted 1t has hecome over the years, HBased on data obtairned
through the Household Survey, a tvpical farm household in
Kalampur owns a total of 142 decioals of land spread among nearly
mine plots din different parts of the village (ard even bevond) ,
with & largest plot of aboot 32 decimals and & amallest plot of
about mine decimala. For the tvoical farm housebtold, 145
decimals ia devolsd to agricultural purposes and the remaining 17

decimal s to the homestead and obher noreagricultural activities.
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T Jaleha the tyaical farm howsshold owes about 129 decimals
b Tand spread among sis olote, with the largest having about I3
desimale and the amallest seven. The tvpiecal Jaleha farm

ontaehol o devet

ant the

P decimals to agriculbuwral purpos
refmaining bwel v bo the hooestead and other pUrnoses.

Tl

averadges, bowever, are maleading as a guide to
wdeeataruting farming systens 1n the villages of Hanglédeﬁh.
There is considerable heteogeneity amorg farming households with
regard to total lend owned, total plots owned, size of largest
plob, sire of smallest plob, amount of agricultuwral land, and
even anount of noneagricoaltural land. For this FEASOM, WE pursue
the analvsis in terms of the three farm class categories.

On average, Marginal farm class households in Kalampur own
24.7 decimales of land, Small farm clazs househalds 170.8
decimale

and Large farm class households 370.4 decimala.

Marginal farm clazs households have an average of 2.2 plots, with
& range from one to ten plots, Small farm class households 8.4
plots, with & vange from 5 to 17 plote, and Large farm class
howsehiolds 18.5 plots of land, with & range from 9 to 36 plots.
The smallest single plot in Kalampur contains Just a single
decimal of 'and, while the largest is 9f pecimals.

In Jdalsha, Marginal farm class households own an avaerage of
23 decimals of land, Small farm class households 141 decimale,
and Large farm class households 437 decimals. Marginal farm
class households have an average of 2.7 plote, with a range from
ane Lo fouwr plots, Small farm class households 7.4 plots, with a

range from two to fouwrtesn, and Large farm class households 13

slote, with a range from eleven to fifteen. The smallest single
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plot in Jalsha has Just a single decimal of land, while the
largest is 100 decimales.

0f equal tmportance, the plots of land owrned by individusxl
housetislde o Kalampnus and Jaleha are seldom contiguous. Rather,
they are scattersd throvghoot the countryside.  Some of the land
owned and farmed by the residents of these two villages is even
located in different villages. One plot of a household's land
may e two minutes wallidng feon the homestead, while another is

one houwr and ter minutes from the house.  On average, it takes &

farmer ten minutes to walk to one of his plots. Thus, i+ a
farme- has sin plote, two of which are three minutes from the
Mowse, twe of which are seven minutes from the house, and two of
which are one houw from the house, the latter two plotes are
potential time and eneroy liabilities.  The eituation may be even
worse for the Large farm class hovesholds. |
Ancther ioportant featuwre of the land that must be considered
by the {farm household when planning the agricultural activities
for the vear is the relative elevation of the plots. Most of the
tand 1n Kalampur rs "high', meaning that it seldom floods as a
result of heavyy rainstorms or the monsoon. Part of the land is
mediom birobt, meardng bhat 1t will cocasionally flood to
thirtv—-five inches. In Jaleha, there is almost as much "medium
high" land as "high" land =0 there is a greater opportunity for
floading in thie villagﬁ than in Kalampw. In both villages,
there are some plots that are ”mediuﬁulow”, often flooding to a
depth of seventy inches. Recause the houwseheld land ie scattered

around the commnity, there mav be some plots that never £1ood

arel wome plote that flood yearlv.  Plot susceptibility to
{

oo
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floocding is ijust one more snviconmental problem which farmers
must deal with when making a cropping cleCi &4 o .

Withouwt irrigation. drainage controel, and protection from
flooding, the farmer is limited to one or two crops a YEar
tHossain et al. 1982).  With ierigation, the farmer may be able
toer get twoe or three crops a vear, Imn Kalampur, about 5S8Y% of the
households in the sample bhave acoess bto water from a deep tube
weell . Most of the other bouvseholde in the sample have access to
elther lowlift or shiallow tube well water, In Jalsha., all of the
sampl e howseholds theoretical ly have access to water generated by
& deen btube well, but access to Urrigation does not necessarily
mean that farmers are always able to use the water (see Wallace
1984 T4H-40) . There are many btechrmical ) economic, and social
factores that condition whether a household can use available
irrigation facilities.

Fartially because of land fragmentation and partially because
nf wnegual distribution of wealth in Kalampur and Jaluaba, land ié
frequently sharecropped, leased-in, leased-out or mortgaged.

A landless pereon or a Small farmer will often work another ‘s
larnd on & sharecropping basis koown as borga. This is
theorstically of mutual berefit to both parties since each
recerves 0% of the vield at harvest. The sharecropper provides
all labor and capital inputs and the land owner provides the
Yand. This Lype of arvangemsnt is common throughout the world
and usually the relationship is between a relatively large land
cwmer and & landless persom. But, in Kalampur and Jalsha, there
are examples of Large farmers sharecropping on the land of

anctber Larae land owner | @

ecially if the sharecropper s own
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land is not irrigated, and therefore gives lower vields for the
labor invested.

Leasing=—in and leasing-out land are both common practices in
Kalampur and Jalsha. If a household needs more land, the farmer
may leace-1n from anchher houwsehold for & gspecified vearly amount
i cask o kind, 3 man may leaze-out lamnd when he needs nore
moriey or lacks the labor or capital rescources to faro the land.
Mortoagivg land - usuwally called bondhak - follows the process
in which the owrer of the land allows another person to farm the
land indsfainttely for a fee which must be everntually repaild,
wswal iy warth antersst.  There is some evidence to suggest that
oecasionallv, a wealthy person say Qive a poor fatmer oore value
for Mis land than it 1e actually worthe The net outcome of this
transaction 1s that the poor {farmer, who has mortgaged his and
and 1ts wse, will mever have enough cash to repay the rich
farmer . Conseaquently, the rich farmer uses hthe poor farmer ‘s
Tand irndefinitely.

Since agricultuwraliste from all faron classes may uwse land
which they do not owre - through arrangemesnts of sharecropping,

leasing, renting, or mortogaging - it 4

i

aleo important to
consider the relationship between amount of agricultural land
owned and the terancy of lerd.  In the Household Survey data were
obtained on fouwr "types" of agricultuwralists: OQuwner, OQuoer cum
Tenants, Landless Ternant, and Landlese. Mot surprisingly, this
form ot stratificatron of the saople howseholds correlates welld
with that based on fotal amount of agricultural land owned alone
~= the basis of ow thres-poaret fara class stratification scheme.

oy

I Kalampur 23 householde are reported o be Owners, sis are
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Qener cum tenant, and five are Landless. In Jalsha 1B are

Ouiers, mine are Ouners cwn tentant, three are Landles

tenants,
arid fouwr are Landless. A cross-tabulation of this "farmer type"
sehfne with the "farm clase” stratification system is given in

~y

Table 2.

,_.
.

The comparison suggests that our farm cla system is
an eftfective way of examining economic stratificestion in both
communities, As Arthue and MeMicoll have argued, "Only ownership

of land, or usage rights 1n it, provide a long-run sureness of

goecess to the local social product. Mot suweprigingly, then,

weal thoand social standing oo rural Bangladesh are measured in

tevme of landholding” (1978 35) . >



TABLE 2.1 "FARMER TYPE" BY FARM CLASS -- KALAMPUR AND JALSHA
KALAMPUR: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES
FARMER
TYPE MARGINAL SHALL LARGE TOTAL
No. A No. pA No. A No. A
DUNER 8 61.5 9 69.2 & 75.0 23 67.6
DWHER
Cu 0 0.0 3 bb6.7 2 25.0 6 17.6
TENANT
LANDLESS
TENARNT 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0
LAMDLESS & 38.%5 \ ¢6.0 0 0.9 3 14,7
TOTAL 13 100.90 3 100,90 f 100.0 34 100.0
3 38.3 38.3 23.4 100.0
Chi-Square = 12.02508, with 4 degrees of freedonm; Significance = .0172
JALSHAT FAREM CLASS CATEGORIES
FARMER
TYRE HARGINAL SMALL LARGE TOTAL
No. % No. A No. % No. A
DNER 3 23.1 12 £6.7 3 100.0 18 52.9
DUNER
CuH 3 23.1 6 33.3 0 0.0 9 26.5
TENAMT
LANDLESS
TEMANT 3 23.1 0 0.0 0 0.0 3 8.8
LANDLESS 4 30.8 0 0.0 0 0.0 4 11.8
TOTAL 13 100.0 18 100.0 3 106.0 34 100.0
A 38.3 52.9 8.8 100.0
Chi-Square = 16.56410, with &6 degrees of freedon: Significance = .0110
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CHAFTER THREE

AGHTCUHTURE

This chapter iz devoted to an examination of agricultural
practices ir the villages of Choto Kalampur and Jalsha Horohissa.
In the previous chaplter we discussed the environmerntal conditions
for agriculture.  Here we turn our attention to the production
dimension of agriculture; namelyv, the kiods of créps planted
tended, and harvested; the seasonal coycle of cropping; and the
types of tenarncy arrangements; and the costs of farming in the
sampl e commanl ties,

Although other dinensions of agriculture (e.g., technological
tnputs such as ireigation, seeds, fertilizers, and pesticidess
homestead gardens; livestook: and certain forms of labor
investments, such as hired labor and animal power) in the sample
communities wst be reserved for later discussion, the datea
derived fram the Houwsehold Suwrvey and thie Land Use Burwvey still
after some important resulte regarding the farming systems in

Kalampuwr and Jalsha.

AGRTCULTURE: SEASONS AMD MAJOR CROPS
Yillagers in the region of Kalampuwr and Jalsha recognize two
major seasons in o the annual agricultural cycle: Rabi (winter) ar-

Kharif (summer), with the latter further divided into Early
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Kharif and Late Kharif, These seasons actually overlap in
pravtice, depending on ernvirorment ol cirvumstarces ard farming
decisions such as when to plant or harvest crops.  The Rabi
BEARBON may run from as early as mid-October to as late as June:,
the Early Kharif from mid-March o mid=-Septenter , and the Late
Kharif frouw mid-March to Decenmber, although the lerngth of a
specific season and the degres of cverliap for specific plots
depends on the crops involved.

The maicr Rabi season craps in Kalampur and Jaleha are Boro
padey (High Yield Varieby), Boro paddy (local variety), mastard,
pulses, potato, and wheat . Princpal Early Kharif Crops are Aus
paddy (Qlocal variety), some IRRT paddy, and Jute.> The major
crope of Late Fherif are mived Aus and Broadeast Aman paddy
Hocal varisty) and Traneplant Aman paddy {(lozmal variety)., The
maior crops and seasons are swmarized o Table 3.1.

Farmers and their families in Kalampuwr and Jalsha are busy
throughout the vear preparing the land and planting, harvesting,
processing, and storing their various crops. Ideally, the family
harvests three majior crops & year.  The family may harvest three
Erops & ovear, but unfortunately, the crops are usnally not grown
o the same plaot of ) and. Instesd, some Rlotﬁ may b
triple-cropped, others double cropped., and still others single
cronped.  Some of the land mawv tay fallow ¢or part of the vear.
Thus, even thouwgh a tvpical farmer in Kalampur owne 162 decimals
ot land wepread among nine plote, it iz unlikely that all of this
land will be planted and harvested during each season of the

anmual agricultural cvele.



fAnalyeis of data from the Land Use Surviey of all plote farmed
by the sample households in kKalampur and in Jalsha shows that the
most comman farming shrategy is double-cropping “=i.e., to let a
particular nlot lay fallow during ore of the ceasons and use it
during the other two. The proportion of plots in the sampl e
Fiowseholds farmed in this manner s nearly the same in both
commintties: S8%L in Kalampur and 63% in Jalsha. The next most
frequent strategy is to attempt to get three crops per year from
@ plot. Thiz is the practice for 27% af all plots in Kalampur
ancd J07 irne Jalsha.  The least popnlar strategy amorg the farmers
e owr sample populations was to ues . plot only a year.
Approsiageately 14% of the plots 1n Ealaopur and 7% of those in
Jaleba are single-cropped. Thus, it appears that farmers in bhoth
villages follow similar cropping patterns during the agricultural
calerndar.,

(Bt this tioe, we have not analyzed the relationship betwesn
plot size ang cropping pattern. So, we cannot state whether
farmers try to keep their Larger plots in production vear roaund
o whether some obher strrategy of wtilization and fallowing is
preferved.  Moreover, it may be that the cropping patterns differ
according to farm classe category., Marginal , Small, and Large
farmers face differ constraints and opportunities in making
decistons about whick plote to plant gach season and which crop
to place v each nleot. We anticipate that additional data

analveis will reveal some of theos patterneg.)
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TARLE I.1

CROPS SOWIMGE/ TRANSPLAMTING

Boro (LV)

Hara (HYW)

Must an- ol

Fotato

Wheat

TRRT

Jute

CATHT:

Mised Aus. B Aman

T. &man

i}

MAJOR CROPS TN KALAMPUR AND JASLHA

Mid=-Jarniary
Mid-Jaruary
Mid—-Novemnbeor
Mid-November
Mid=-Decembeor
Mid-February
Ear-ly Mairch
Mid~March
March

Mid-August

HARVEST
Mid=-June
Mid-Jure
Mid~-February
Mar ch
Mid-fmril
Early May
Mid-fAugust
Late July
Early October

Mid-December
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The l.and Use Survey does not provide comprehensive
information regarding the numbers and sizes of plots devoted to
all crops for all seasons. However, there are good data
available for the Aus season, eouwivalent in local terminology to
the Early Ehari4. I Ealampur the three most important crops —-—
as measwred by the number of plots, regardless of size -— are
IRRT CE73) , Jute (34%), arnd Aus (19%). Among the remaining
plots, we find fouwr covered by bamboo bushes, fouwr in mixed dse
betwesn two mnain crons, two devoted to seed beds, two in
sugarcane, one esch in Aman and wggplant, one dedicated to a
garden, and two laving fallow.

In Jalsha the three main crops are the same -> IRRI (33%),
Aus (30%) , and Jute (28%). It is likely that the slightly higher
proportion of Jute grown in Kalampuwr is due to the presence of
the BIRI resesarch station and cropping site there. The other
crops in Jalsha are similar to those in Falampur: six mixed plots
divided between ftwa of Lhe maior crops, three in eggplant, one in
Aman, one in bamboo bushes, one in seed bed, and ten laying
fallow.

For purposes of lustration, we examine in more detail the
characteristice of IRRI paddy, the méjmr crop of the Early Kharif
Or Aus season.

CHOTO KA AMPUR

In Ealampur during the Aus ceascon, Large farm class
households devoted an average of 4.7 plots totaling an average
1,01 acres of land to IRRI and received for their lahore an
avarégm yield of ninctesn maund per acre. The largest vield by a

single Large farm clase househoid was 23.3 maunds per acre and
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the emallest yield was 2.4 maunds per acre. Eighty-seven percent
of the Large farm class households in Kalampur grew IRRI during
this season.

For the Small farm class households growing IRRI paddy during
the Aus season (78% of the sample), their average vield wasz 20
mawnd per acre. These households devoted an average of 3.3 plots
and .58 asores to IRRI. The largest yvield was 47.6 maund per acre
and the lowest yvield was 5.1 maund per acre.

Only tweo of the Marginal farm class households in Kal ampur
grew IRRT paddy. The households gave to IRRI an average of 22
aures and received a high average vield of 41.8 maund per acre.

Although it is hard to define the "typical” farm activities
of a household, it ig worthwhile to describe those of a few in
Falampur as illustrative of farming during the Ause season.

Mr. Houssain is the head of a Large farm class household. He

owne ten non-contigiouws plots divided into a total of

+3

22
decimals. Duwring the Aus season, he and his family devoted two
plote and 48 decimals of land to IRRI, and received a yield of
12,5 maund per acre, a yvield significantly helow the average for
IRRT i Falampur. Two plots were devoted to jute, four plot to
Aus ., one plot to fallow and twe plets Lo bambhoo. His household
occupied the other plot of land owned.

Mi-. 11 1s the head of a Small farm class household in
Falampur. He cwne 143 decimale of land divided into =zeven plote.
During the Hus season, he planted three plote of fifty—-four
decimals in IRRT and received a yield of fiftesen maund or 27.8
maund per acre. His homsstead occupiesd one of the plots and two

-

were given over to dute and one to Ause paddy.
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Mr. HBabu is the head of a Marginal farm class household,
awing onlt thirty-sin decimals of land on four plots. He grew
IRRT in two plots and harvested eight.maund from only twenty
deciaals giving his a high ITRRT yie}d of 40.0 maund per acre. He
also planted one plot in jute and devoted his other plot to the
homestead.

Bummarizing the Aus sesson in Choto Kalampur, the largest
numbier of plote farmed by a single househnld was thirty-six and
the largest amcunt of land farmed by a single household was six
acres.  As a village, the average amount of la.d farned was 1.462
acres.  Approximately fifty percent of the households farmed over
one acre and fifty percent of the houszeholds farmed less than one
acre during the Aue seaszon.

JALSHA BOROHISSA

Ir Jalsha during the Aus season, Large farm class households
devoted an average of 6.0 plots totaling an average of 1.8 acres
af lamd to IRRT and received an average yield of 31.3 maund per
aere. The largest yield by a single Large farm class household
was 47.2 maund per acre and the smallest vield was 10.0 maurd per
acre.  Sinty-six percent nf the Large farm class households in
Jaleha grew IRRI paddy during this SEa50ON.

For the Small farm clase touseholds arowing IRRI paddy during

the Qus

reor; thelr avirage vield was 31.8 maund per acre.

These households devoted an average of 2.8 plots and .44 acres to
IRRT. The largest yvield by a household was 42,7 maund per acre
and the lowest yield by a household was 10,0 maund per acre.
Sixtwaive percent of the Small Fafm clase household in Jalsha

arew ITHRRI during the Aus Season.



Examples of the farming activities of a few of the families
in Jalsha for the Aus season are presented, as follows.

Mr. Ahmad is the head of & Large farm class household.  He
ownes a total of 290 decimale of land devided into thirteen
plots. In the Aus season, he planted six plots in IRRI, three
plots in dute, and two plote in Aus paddy. He devoted one plot to
a seed bed, had one plot in fallow, and one plot for his
homestesd.  He devoted 116 decimals of land to IRRI and received
& vield of 42,2 maund per acrea.

Mr. Farouk is the head of a Small farm class household. He
had eleven plots squaling a total of 163 decimals. Dwing this
pericd of the year, he received an average of 23.% maund of IRRI
paddy per acre which he planted in five plots equaling .73 acres.
He also planted three plote in dute, one plot in Aus paddy, and
ane plot in suwger cane.

Fir. &lam ie a Marginal farm class houwsehold farmer, owning
only & very small homestead plot of fifteen decimals in size. He,
however , rented-in two plots of land.which he devoted to IRRI.

For his labors, he received nineteen maund of paddy or averagsd

40,4 maund per acre. This was the only Marginal farm clase

b

household in Jalsha to grow IRRD during ?he fus season.
Bummarizing the Aus season in Jalsha, the largest number of
plots farmed by a single household was nineteen and the largest
amouwnt of land farmed by a single household was 6.5 acres. As a
village, the average amount of land farmed was 1.17 acres.
Approximately aivty percent of the hbuﬁahmldﬁ farmed over one
acre and about forty perocent of the households farmed less than

ore acre.
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TENANCY ARFAMGEMENTS

Farmers do rnot work only the plots they own. As we discussed
in Chapter 2, a given agricultural household is likely to be
involved in & wide array of tenancy arrangemente, some based on
awnership, others on sharecropping, leasing—in and leasing-out,
renting-in and renting-out, and mortgaging—-in and mortgaging-out.
Marginal , Small, and Large farm class househoalds are effectively
tied tagether by a web of ecoromic amd social relationships
reflected in the tenancy rights and obligationz to specific plots
af land spread throughout and heyond the village.

While it might appear at first glance that landless farmers
and those with very meager holdings would be the dost active
participants in such tenancy arrangemsnts, it should be noted
that every arrangement has two sides.  Those without land or with
viry little land effectively become the clients of the farmers
with larger holdings.  This eystem of agricultural
client-patronage offers all participants the option to spread
their obligations and responsibilities or to place most or all of
them with a single partner.

For example, Mr. M. Ali, a farmer with just two small plots
of his own, might farm one of thess, mighﬁ sharecrop two more
plots with Mr. A0 Zaman, leaze-in ancther plot with Mr. R.
Rahman, rent-in a plot from Me. B, Kalim, and sven mortgage out

one of his own two plots becauwse of the need for some immediate

cash {(such as for a daughter's marriage). Each of these tenancy
arrangemaents might be valid for a single season or a whole

agricultural vear.



Another strateqy might be followed by another marginal
farmer, Mr. O. Chandrasakar, who decides to work all three of his
own plots and then to sharecrop iy additional pleots all of which
belong to his father s brother. Moreover . he agrees to take on
the sharecropping obligation for the pntire agricultwal year.

Through such arvangements, farmers can commit themselves and
their houwseholds to a series of commitments during the year (or
censon) with different patrons. Alternatively, they can focus
their efforts on a single patron who is willing to risk the
client 's capability to make gonod on the deal.

These tws tenancy strategies can be called Ndiversified" and
narified. ! Logically, in the most extreme form of the "unified"
strategy a farmer wses only those plots he owns himself. In
theory, both strategies can be found amorg all farmers —— from
the landless to the wealthiest —- although it remains for future
recearch to provide detailed resulis regarding the distribution
b these strategies by farm class categories, by plot size, by
crop type, and by Sseason.

Ta sccord with our focus on the Aus season earlier in this
chapter, we present data here on pattern of land cwnership and
Lenamcy. Table 3.2 gives the type of tenancy arrangements {found
ampng the sample honseholds, according to farm class category,

for Kalampur. Table 3.3 gives the same information for Jalsha.
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TABLE 3.2 TENANECY ARRAMGEMENTS BY FLOT
AUS SEASONM - EALAMPUR

TEMANMCY ARRANGEMENTS
ObiER MIXED TOTAL

FaRM HOLISE -
CLASS HOLD M. Mo, No.

tearge 1 26 10 36
l-arge 2 7 11 18
l.arge 3 15 O S
Larqge S 12 0 12
L.arage B8 9 0 7
L.arge 10 11 0 i1
Lavrge 16 & 7 13
LLarge 20 b 8 14

SUBRTOTAL 91 37 128

Small 4 10 Q) 10
Small & 9 O 9
Small 7 1é 4 20
Small 1 9 1 10
Small 11 3 A &
Small 12 7 O 7
Smeall 13 & O 6
Hmall 17 10 2 12

Small 19 17 ¢ 17

Small 22 3 4] %
Small 24 5 Q) S
Small 25 7 O 7
Small =0 1 = &

SUETOTAL. 108 15 120

Marginal 14
Marginal 15
Marginal 16
Marginal 21
Marginal 273

2

1

(.7

2 0

1
Marginal 26 4 O

1

4

1

1

1

1

1

== MO

Marginal 27
Marginal 28
Marginal 29
Marginal 31
Marginal 37
Marginal K%
Marginal 34

~
-
-

=)

—
o
[ el e i

SURTOTAL 29 9 38

TOTAL 225 61 286
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TEMANMCY ARRAMGEMENTS RBY PLOT
AUS SEASON - JALSHA

TENANMTY ARRANGEMENTS

OUWMNER MI¥XED TOTAL
F R HOUSE--

CL.ASS HOLD # MNo. Mo No.
Large 1 14 S 19
L.arge 2 3 O 13
L.arge A & t 12
SUBTOTAL. 33 i1 44
Small 3 8 1 9
Small S 12 Q 12
Bmall & S ] 5
Srnall 7 5 Q S
Small 9 4 1 i
Bmall 10 o 3 a8
Bmall 11 12 i 13
Small 12 é 2 8
Sl l 14 11 O 11
Bmall 15 i1 0 11
Small 17 7 Q 7
Small 18 é 0 6
Hmall 19 & 1 7
Smal l 20 2 & =
Bmall 21 G 2 11
Small 22 S L) S
Small 23 1 1 2
Small a1 8 0 8
SUBETOTAL 123 18 141
Marginal 8 3 0 3
Marginal 13 2 O 2
Marginal 1é 3 3 6
Marginal 23 1 0O 1
Marginal 24 1 Q 1
Marginal 26 2 0 2
Margivmal 27 i O 1
Marginal 28 4 2 &
Marginal 29 2 G 2
Marginal 20 1 1 2
Marginal 32 1 0 1
Marginal 33 3 1 4
Marginal 34 1 2 3
SUBTOTAL 25 9 34
TOTAL. 181 38 219



The pattern of plot use during the Aus season is similar in
both villages. In Kalampur 79% of the plots are used by their
vuwners and 217 are in "mixed" use; in Jalsha 83% are used by
their owners and 1774 are in "mixed” used (in this context "mixed"
includes all types of sharecropping, leasing, renting, and
mortgaging).  Analysise of the distribution according to farm
class categories shows that both villages have the same profiles:
for Large farm class households, 29% of the plots are "mised" in
Ealampar and 25% are "mixed" in dalshay for Small farm class
households, the figure is 13% in hoth communities; and for
Marginal farm class households, the figures are 247 in Kalampur
and 2&6% in Jalsha. Also, we see that 10 of the 34 households in
Kalampur are involved in "misved" use arvangenents, whereas 1868 of
the 34 in Jalsha are involved.

A more detailed analyeis of the "mixed" category shows that
the Largs farm clazs households rent out plots (15 in Kalampur
ancd 4 din Jalsha), but rent in none; they sharecrop out plots (11
and 2, respectively), but sharecrop in none; they neither
mortgage plots in or out [note: ancther 16 plote belonging to
Large farm class households can not be specified regarding their
wse ewcept as “mixed.” )

Small farm class households rent out (3 in Kalampur and 3 in
Jalsba) and rent in (1 and 1, respectively): they sharecrop out
(3 and &, respectively), and sharecrop in (&6 and 7,
respectively): one household in Jalsha sven martgages out one

nlat.,
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Marginal farm class househnlde do little renting out (nome in
Kalampur and 3 in Jalsha) or renting in (iust one plot in
Jalsha)y they also do relatively little sharecropping in (none in
Kalampur and four in Jaleha) or sharecropping out (9 plots, all
from & single farmer, in Kalampur and just one plot in Jalsha).
They ars not invalving in mortgaging land.

For kKalampur we have good data for plot size and crop use
during the Aus season for 500 "mixed uwse plots (pertaining to
mine households) . The total amount of land involved in "mixed”
nee tenancy is 9089 decimal s, with an average of 104 decimale per

—r=r
R £

househclds so involved and with a range from 335 t

=

3 only 26
decimals. The crops planted ir these plots include Aus (22)
TRET (10), and Jute 8), with ome laying fallow.

In Jaleha there are good data for plot size and crop Use
during the Aus season for only 33 "mixed nee” plots (pertaining
te 15 households) . The total amount of land involwved in "mived

2" bensncy is 714 decimal s, with an average af 47 decimals per

WG E
Foweshold so involved and with a range from 154 to only five
decimals., The crops planted in these plots include Aus (&), IRRI
(7Y, and Jute (&), as wezll as sugarcane (1) and chili (1).

What can we conclude from these data.an plot uese during the
Aus season? 1t appears that hoth villages share Comnon patterns
in terms of the proportion of plots operated by owners versus
tertante.  The proportior ie about four to one —- in other words,
about 20% of all plots in the sample are not nuwner-operated.

Furthermore, it appears that the greater amount of
noreanr i cul tural work ppportunities in balampur gives the

Marginal (eepecially, the landless) farm class households other
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econonic options than renting or sharecropping plots. By
comparison, Jalsha seems to have more of the sxpected
participation in such client arrangements among its Marginal farm

class househoids.

THE COST OF FARMING
I ocrder to appreciate the decision—making by
agriculturaliste in Kalampur and Jalsha, we need to examine rot
orly the cropping patterns and tenancy arrangements diecussed
above but also the costs involved in farming for households in
the three farm class categories. The following case study is

drawn from Wallee (1984:514F+£.)

Latif Rahman is the head of a Small farm rlass
household possessing only one acre of land. On a plot
located near their homestead, measuring sixteen decimal s

in size, they planted jute during one son and mixed AuE

and B, fmanm a year later. For both the crops the work
pattern was as follows: plowing, harrowing, plowing,
harrowing, plowing, harrowing, weeding, weeding, weeding,
and hervesting, i.&., the land for each crop was plowed
and Marrowed three times, weeding was done three times,
and harvesting only once.  This work pattern is
illustrative of that found among most farmers in the
Kalampur and Jalsha area.

Utilizing only his labor and two oxen, it took La£14
Rahman one day to plow the sirteen decimal plot. He took

a day to harrow the plot. He plowed the plot again five
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dave later and then harrowed it again. In total , he gave
six davs to this activity. Hecause he had to rent the
onen, the cost of plowing and karrowing (excluding his
Labor) was taka 40/= per day. 8o, plowing and harrowing
cost the household of Rahman taka 240/7= for gach crop.

The jute seeds were obtained by Rahman from a
governnent field station free of charge and the seeds for
the mived paddy came from his harvest of the previous
vear. The household thus incuwrred no cash expenses for the
sreds for the twe crops.

Fahman hired one day laborer to help him wilth
planting the jute and the paddy. Flanting each crop was
accomplished in one day. He paid the laborer taha 15/= &
day plus fooud.

The crope were weeded three times gach during the
growing season. Weeding, of course, is labor intensive
work eo it took six hired laborers (plus Rahman) one day
to weed the sisteen decimal plot. They weeded gach cirop
three times and were paid taka 15/= and food per day. For
weeding one crop then, Habman had a cash outlay of taka
R70/= plue food coste. )

Harvesting the jute required two hired laborers for
oneg day at taka 15/= per day plus food.  The total cost
for harvesting the iute was taka 30/= and food.
HMarvesting the mixed paddy reguired iy laborers for one
day at a cost of taka 15/= each plus food. Total cash
cost te Rahman for harvesting the mixed paddy was taka

GO S e
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The total cash cost to the household for plowing,
harrowing, wesding and harvesting the Jjute crop was taka
SOh/=. The caszsh cost for the mixed paddy was taka 615/=.

Frocessing the Jute and paddy harvest was done by
Rahmar and his wife, Dulupa. PFrocessing steps for jute in
b venion arer soaking the harvest in water for twenty
days, separating the fiber from the sticks, cleaning the
fiber, tying the sticks into burndles, drving the fiber,
storing the fiber, and finally selling the fiber. The
mixed paddy is processed, az follows: drving, wetting the

paddy, parboiling, husking, milling and storing.

The cash cost per decimal of land in Kalampur and Jalsha is

probably higher for a Small farm class household than for a Large

farm class houwsehold. M Large farm class Houzmeholds own their
mwn oxen o they have only the feed cost for animal power.
Second, labor intensive work such as weeding is more cost
efficient on larger plots of land. Fecause labor is hired by the
day, workers tend to work at a gspeed that reguires a full day to
complets the job. Even if the laborers only work three-quarters
of & day, they are =till paid for the whiole day.  Six workers may
take one day to weed sisteen decimale or the same six workers may
bake one day to weed twenty-~five decimals of land.

In the case of Rahman, 1t cost taka 555/= to praoduce a jute
crop on sixteen decimals of land. & neighboring household

planted thivty-—-two decimale of jute at a cash cost of taka F

i
ja]
ul
~
]
L]

The netabbor, who owned his own oxen, used about the same number

of person houwrs in prodacing the corop of jute as did Rahman. But,
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the neighbor will get twice the jute vield as Rahman at about the
same cost. This tvpe of evidence suggests that there is a plot

size below which it becomes economically inefficient for Marginal
or Small farm clasg housebolds to plant certain cropse.  This ig a

question for future research in Kalampur and Jalsha.



CHARTER 4

FARM HOUSEHOLDS

In this chapter we eramine the characteristics of the sample
households in Kalampuw and Jaleha. The data for the(analyﬁis are
derived primarily from the Household Burvey questionnaire
administered to the heads of the T4 sample households in each
village. We shall focus ow attention on the following topics:
(1) meabership characteristics; (2) residential characteristicss
{(3) economic characteristics: and (4) developaental cycle
characteristics.

According ta Cain, Kharam, amd Mahar {19792 406) ,

Im analyzing agrarian class structuwre and the

processes that result in economic diftferentiation, the

appropriate unit of analvsis is the household. In rural

Bangladesh, the household (usually consisting of a nuclear

family) is the primary corporate economic unit, the locue

of production and consumption. Production relations exist

between landed and landless households and landlord and

tenant housetiolds.  As menbers of a corporate unit,
individuals within a household face doint riske and rise

and fall together in the clase hierarchy.



A DESCRIFTION OF FAMILY AND HOUSEHOLD IN KALAMFUR AND JALSHA

RBaefore presenting information drawn from the Household
Burvey, it is appropriate to offer some general ethnographic
description of the characterizstics of family and household in
kalamnur and Jalsha. The following description is drawn from
Wallace (1984:91-94),

The family, in nuclesr and extended farm, is the structural
foundation on which society is based. This zocial structural
wnit assumes primary reacponsibility for the needs of ite members
----- socialization, education, and economic and psychological
security. A child is most significantly influenced by hig
meambership and position in his or her Puclear and exteanded
family. Secondarily, a child is influenced by the position of
fie or her family within the social matrix of the village,
Fegion, and nation.

In Choto Kalampur and Jalsha, the nuclear family is the
primary social wnit, followed closely in importance by the
extended family. A person’s kinsmen constitute hie or her
primary reference group and it is with these kin that a person
will most closely interact throughout hie life. The life cycle
of the family is hest viewsd as beginninq.with marriage, S0 we
shall focus attention om how marriages are arranged and families

o ineed .

.
m

The average age at marriage for males in the two villages
Y0 vears old and the average for females is 15 years old. It
does not appear that the farm class of one's household

sigrificantly irnflusnces age at marriage. Because girlse mari-y

saon atter pubherty, by tradition thaey become valuahle
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reproductive assets to the groom’'s family, thus assuring the
biclogical and s=ocial perpetuation of that patrilineage. On the
other bhand, by age 15, a voung girl bhas become a potential
gronomic liability to her family of origin because her younger
siblings are able to assume many of her economic functions.

fiven the general patrilocal residence rules in rural RBangl adesh,
a girl’'s gconomic value increases as an unpaid laborer in a
family other than her own family of arigin.

With few erceptiorns, marriages in Halampur and Jalsha are
arranged. Often, the potential bride and groom will have never
seen one another because the bride usually lives with her family
of origin in a village other than that of her future husband.
Afoccording to informants, when selecting a bride for their sons,
parents conslider the following: the beauty of the girl, her
religion (Moslem), her obedience, and the social status of her
family. Tdeally, the girls should be in good health, of high
moral character, skilled in the chores expected of a wife, and
hr family should be at least of eqgual social status to that of
the groom. Thus, the groom’s family seeks equality in marriage
rather than e "ictly trying for an hypergamous {(superior) or
hvpogamous (inrerior) marriage arrangemert.  The girl’'s family
should be concerned about the boy’'s appearance, sducation,
economic potential, and the social status of his family. Girls
appar to be taught early in life how to carry out the tasks for
which they will later be responsible as housewives and mothers.
Hove. on the other hand, appear to receive relatively little
explicit training in what is irvelved in being a husband and

father.
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Froposale of marriage are usually initiated by the parentes of

a boy through e go-betueen (ghatak). Once & boy and girl have

been paired as poterntial marriage partners, considerable
negotiation takes place betwsen the two families. In some cases,

the family of the groom has to pay a bride-price of gnods, money,

land or a combination of these. In other cases, the girl must
bring a dowery of goods, money, and/or land to the marriage.
Occasionally, negotiations end with the groom’s parents providing
a bride-price and the bride’s parests providing a dowery. The
Lack of stability in the bride-price or dowerv system is a
reflection of changes in the reproductive and sconomic value of
females (Lindernbaum 19813 Harbingon and Robinson 1983) .

A snon as the marriage ceremony is completed, the bride
moves to the house of her husband in accord with the prevailing
rutes of patrilocal residence in the villages. At first, she and
v husband are likely to live in the house of her husbhand’'s
Tather.  Even when they build their own house, it is apt to be
next o or dn the immediate vicinity of the groom’'s parental
home.  Thise is the homestead (bari), a cluster of housee on
raieed land, which conzists of patrilineally related families.
The nuclear family is submerged within this larger kinship group.

With marriage, the bride not only acquires a husband that she
probably did not kncw, but also bhecomes a member of a residential
groeocp filled with other wfamiliar persons.  These circumstances
vften place the wife in a very difficult situation (Almagir

1977y, The wife not only has to be a housewife and laborer,

POSSEES

#d of the qualities of piety, patiernce, and obedience

expected by her husband, she must also work to keep her in-—-laws
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— gepecially her mother-in-law -— happy or at least satisfied
with the match that they have made for their son. In effect, she
must be obedient not only to ker husband but to &ll other adult
members of the homestead (bari) wntil such time as she bears sRnS
who are grown and eventually bring their own wives inte the

compound.

HOUSEHOLD MEMBERSHIFP CHARACTERISTICS

In Kalampur the 34 sample households contain a total of 215
individuals., The smallest of the households contains two persons
and the largest fifteen, with an average size of 6.3 persons. The
34 sample households in Jalsha contain only 186 individuals, with
an average size of 9.9 and a range from two to ten persons.
Evamination of the data in terme of farm clags shows sone
important differences in household size for the Marginal, Small,

and lLarge categories (see Table 4.1). The average household size

~4

for Kalampur is 4.9, 7.1, and 7.4 and for Jalsha is 4.8, 5.9, and
8.6, respectively for the three categories.

The range of household size by farm class e also revealing.
In Kalampur Marginal houwseholds range in size from three to seven
members, Bmall households from two to fifteen, and Large
houvseholds from four Lo ten. In Jalsha the parallel figures are
twe te ten for Marginal, three to eight for Small, and six to ten

for Large.
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TABLE 4.1 HOUSEHDLD SIZE BY FARM CLASS -- KALAMPUR AND JALSHA

FARM CLASS CATEGORIES

KALAMPUR:

TOTAL

SHALL LARGE

MARGINAL

HOUSEHROLD
511k

No.

No.

Mao.

No.

oo 0o O

o

NO DO OoON

—_o 0o C O

~NO O OO

N~ OO0 0O

12.

—_ D00 OO0

15
14
13
12

i1

19

1

u

12.

o]

3.9
32.

u?

(o]

7.7
23.
7

4

it

.0

50

i

.7

30.8

2.9
B.8

it.6

0
0
5

0.

.0
15.

0
38.

0.
12.

7.7

|
)

3

uwl

uz

ul

0.0

0
.7
.0

0.
7

2}

2.9
0.0

0

0.

0.0

0.0

0

0.0

100.0

34
100.0

100.0

8
23.

1060.0

13

100.0

13

TOTAL

3
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| e
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FARM CLASS CATEGORIES

JALSHA:

SHALL LARGE TOTAL

MARGINAL

HOUSEHOLD

% No. A

No.

A

No.

No.

511k

5.9

]

3
22

I~

(R

10

9

2.
5.9

Q
.7
0
.7

0.
7

0.0

w

8.8

t9

0.0

1&.7
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0.
7

]

"
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7
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i
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.0
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0.0
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{

23.
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2.9

0

0
0

0.

r~

3

0.

0.

0

100.0

34
100.0

100.0

0

134,

18

100.0

13

TOTAL

8.9

.8

)

(22
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A quick glance suggests that the Marginal households are
similar in both villages, whereaz the Small and Large houaseholds
in Jaleha and Kalampur differ. The Marginal houaseholds in
Kalampur and Jaleha have similar land holdings per household
(4.7 and 23.1 decimals, respectively) and per capita (5.0 and
4.9 decimals, respectively). The average holdings for the Small
households in Jalsha is somewhat lo@er than that for Ealampur
(141.0 and 107.8 decimals, respectively), but the per capita
figures are similar (24.1 and 25.6 decimals, respectively) for
BSmnall households in each village. Even the apparent differences
1N othe average land holdings for Large households (370.4 decimals
for Kalampur and 437.0 for Jalsha) disappears when analyzed per
capita (50,2 and S52.4 decimals, vrespectively). In effect, the
rumbier of persons in the sample hmuaeholdﬁ in both villages
matches very closely the total amount of agricultural land ocwned
for sach of the three farm clase categories.

The average age of sample household members in both villages
is very similar: 22.46 for Kalampur and 22.9 for Jalsha. In terms
of age cohorte, children (age 0-10) represent 30.27% of the
population in Kalampuwr and I5.5% in Jaleha. Young adults (age
P1=-30) are 42.3% and 36.%, middle age adulte (age 31-50) are
19.1% and 20.0%, and older adults tage 51 and above) are B.4% and
B.9%, respectively. Thus, aside from the slightly greater number
ot children in Jalebha and the correspondingly slightly greater
number of voung adul ts in Kalampur, the age profiles of the
sample houwseholds in the two villages are similar. The age
distribution hy five-year cohorts for the two samples is also

similar for the three farm class categories (see Table 4.2).
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TABLE 4.2 AGE COHORTS BY FARM CLASS -- KALAMPUR AND JALSHA

KALAMPUR: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES

MARGINAL SMALL LARBE TOTAL
AGE
COHORT
No. A No A No. %, No %
71+ 0 0.0 2 2.2 2 3.4 3 1.9
66-70 Q 0.0 2 2.2 0 0.0 2 .9
61-65 0, 0.0 0 0.0 1 1.7 1 .5
56-60 0 0.0 3 3.3 1 1.7 4 1.9
51-55 3 6.3 2 2.2 1 1.7 7 3.3
14-50 2 3.1 y) 2.2 3 5.1 7 3.3
31-45 3 5,7 5 5.4 y) 3.4 10 4,7
36-40 2 3.1 4 4.3 2 3.4 8 3.7
31-35 7 10.9 7 7.6 2 3.4 16 7.4
24-30 4 6.3 2 2.2 3 6.8 10 4.7
21-25 2 3.1 15 16.3 b 10.2 23 10.7
16-20 9 14.1 1t 12.0 5 8.5 25 1.6
11-15 10 15.4 13 14.1 10 16.9 33 15.3
6-10 i1 17.2 11 12.0 7 11.9 29 13.5
0-5 10 15.4 13 14.1 13 22.0 36 16.7
TOTAL 64 100.0 92  100.0 59  100.0 215  100.0
% 29.8 42.8 27.4 100.0
JALSHA: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES
MARGINAL SMALL LARGE TOTAL
AGE
COHORT  Na. A Mo A No Y. No A
71+ 0 0.0 1 1.0 1 4.0 2 1.1
66-70 0 0.0 | 1.0 i 4,0 2 1.1
61-65 2 3.2 3 3.0 0 0.0 5 2.7
S6-60 0 0.0 2 2.0 2 8.0 3 2.2
'51-55 0 0.0 3 3.0 0 0.0 3 1.6
36-50 3 4,8 1 ) 1 4.0 5 2.7
41-45 4 6.5 4 4.0 0" 9.0 8 4.3
36-40 5 8.1 b 6.1 ! 3.0 12 6.5
31-35 4 4.5 7 7.1 i 3.0 12 6.5
26-30 7 11.3 9 9.1 0 0.0 16 8.6
21-25 2 3.2 10 10.1 3 12.0 15 8.1
16-20 7 1.3 7 7.1 3 12.0 17 9,1
11-15 7 11.3 8 8.1 4 16.0 19 10.2
6~10 13 21.0 18 18.2 4 16.0 35 18.8
0-5 8 12.9 19 19,2 3 16.0 3t 16.7
TOTAL 62  100.0 99  100.0 25 100.0 186  100.0
% 33.3 53.2 13.4 100.0
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The =ex distribution of the household members shows a slight
bias in favor of the females in Ealampur (114 females to 101
males) whereas there 15 & palance in Jalsha (94 females to 92
wales). Analysis of the sex data for Kalampur according to farm
clase shows that the distribution of males and females differs

little inm the Margimal (33 females to 31 males) and Small (47

femalaes to 45 %aleﬁ) categories, bubt shows a bigger difference in
the Large (34 fenales to o5 males) category. In all cases, the
women outnumber the oen.  For Jalsha, however, the males slightly
autpumber the females in the Large (14 to 11) and Small (51 to
48) categories, while the females predominate in the Narginal (35
tor ?7) categorv. Although these variationes may have some impact
o the lifestyle of the imhabitants of specific houwegholds, they
are not statistically significant giver the sample sizes. For
our purposes, the e ratios showld be considered as essentially

aimilar for all farm class categories for both villages.

Fig) -

pyviramids are presented 1o numerical form in Table
4.%,  Since there are no wigrificant differences anong the three
farm class categories in regard To age-aex distributions, only
the agoregated data are provided. The results suggest that there
are no statistically significant differences in the age—-sed
prodiles for the gample houvseholds in Kalampur and Jaleha.

Tn sum, with regard to hasic demographic indicators ——mumber s
nd menbers and their age and ses distribution —— the sample
househol ds wn Kalanpue and Jalsha chare numerous similarities,
pepecially wher the analysis is carried out in terms of farm

class categorias.
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TABLE 4.3 AGE-SEX COHORTS -- KALAMPUR AND JALSHA

KALAMPUR JALSHA
AGE

COHORT MEN WOMEN HEN WOMEN
Nao. 2 No. A No i No. %
71+ 0 0.0 4 3.5 1 1.1 1 1.1
$6-70 2 2.0 0 0.9 2 2.2 Q .0
61-45 Q 0.0 i 0.9 1 1.1 4 4.3
S6-60 2 2.0 2 {.8 3 3.3 1 1.1
51-55 3 3.0 4 3.5 i .1 2 2.1
44-50 & 5.9 { 0.9 1 t.1 4 4,3
41~45 4 4.0 s 5.3 4 4.4 4 4.3
3640 3 3.0 B 4.4 7 7.7 S 5.3
31-3% 12 11,9 4 3.5 8 8.8 4 4.3
26-30 3 3.0 7 6.1 7 7.7 9 9.6
21-25 9 8.9 14 12.3 9 9.9 ) 6.4
16-20 12 11.9 3 i1.4 S 3.5 12 12.8
11-15 18 17.8 15 13.2 12 13.2 7 7.4
6-10 12 11.9 17 1.0 t& 17.6 i8 19.0
0-5 {5 14.7 21 18.3 14 15.4 17 18.0
TOTAL 101 100.0 114 100.0 92 100.0 94 100.0

% 29.8 42.8 27.4 100.0
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RESIDEMTIAL CHARACTERISTICS

According to Cain, Khanam, and Nahar (1979: 409~410) , "Land
gives the household head power to control his sons, and the 1labor
required to operate the land justifies a Larger and more comples
household structwre.  Land ownership also increases the
likelibood that a suwrplus can be generated and applied to the
support of dependent kin. "

The residertial form of the households in the villages
depends fundamentally on the number of married couples living in
the house.,  We initially defined as "nuclear" those housebnol ds
with only one marvied couple fregardless of the number of
additional persons living in the house aside from the husband,
wite, and their unmarried children). We further defined as
"extended" those households containing two or more married
couples. In these terms there are 24 (70.6%) nuclear and 10

’oe

VERL A% evtended households in Falampur, while Jalsha has 25
C73.05%) muclear and 9 (26.5%) extended households.

Analysis of residential forn by farm class cateqories shows
an important pattern.  For Kalampur , there are no extended
householde anong the Marginal category, sis amang the Small

category, and four among the Large categury" For Jaleha, the
respective figures are one for Marginal , six for Small, and two
for Large. Obviouzly, the somswhat smaller family sizes found
among the Marginal houwsetolde in both communities also reduce
their chances of having two or more maeeied couples present. By
way of contrast, the Smell and Large farm class households are

shout evenly divided batwen nuclear and ertended residential

forme. This relationehip emerges not only at the househaold level
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but also in regard to the individaals forming the living groups.
For Kalampur 131 individuals (40.9%) live in nuclear households
while 84 (3F.17%) live in extended households. The respective
figures for Jalsha are 117 (47.9%) and 69 (37.1%). Arnalysis of
these individual-level data by farm clase show statistically

sigrificant patterne (see Table 4.4)

TABLE 4.4 HOUSEHOLD TYPE RY FARM CLASS ~-- KALAMPUR AND JALSHA

KALAMPUR: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES

HOUSEHOLD
TYFE HARGINAL SHALL LARGE TOTAL
No. % No. 7 No. 3 No. pA
HUCLEAR 64 1350.0 41 44,6 26 44 .1 1314 60.9
EXTENDED 0 0.0 31 59.4 33 55.9 84 39.1
TATAL &4 100.0 92 100.0 59 100.0 215 100.0
% 29.8 42.8 27.4 100.0

Chi-Square = 58.43556 with 2 degrees of freedam; Significance =.0000
Pearsen's R = .44073; Significance =.0000

JALSHA: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES

MARGINAL SMALL LARGE TOTAL
HOUSEHOLD
TYPE No, 2 Nao. A © Ma. % No. %
NUCLEAR 52 83.9 59 59.6 & 24,0 117 62.9
EXTENDED 10 16.1 44 40.4 19 76.0 b9 37.1
TOTAL 62 100.0 99 100.0 25 100.0 1864 100.0
A 33.3 593.2 13.4 100.0

€hi-Square = 28,

33966 with 2 degrees of freedom; Significance =.0000
Pearson’'s R = ,38654

3 Significance = .0000
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ECOMOMIC CHARACTERISBTICS

The people in the sample households are actively involved in
economic activities., Even young children help with household
chores, run errands, and assist in the fields (Cain 1977). At
the aother ewtreme, old people hardly "retire" from economie
resoonsibilities,; although they may have a reducsd work load oF
function as habysitters or in similar important albeit passive
rioles.

Thiee Household Survey data reveal that 595.2%7 of the persons in
Kalampur have at least one occupation, while 54.4% of those in
Jaleha are working. The rest were reported as "not working"
(33.8% in Kmlampué and 30174 din Jalsha) or as "studente" (11.3%°
and 10.57%, respectively). The labor force participation of the
peEaple an the sammle households 1n Kalampur and Jalsha can be
grouped into the following categories: Houwsewife (15.5% and
19.9%, respectively)ys Domestic work (11.9% and 7.07) 3 Agriculture
7.87 and 19.9%)y General Labor (2017 and 1.87): Rickehaw or
cart puller (4.1% and 0.46%) 3 Trades (1.5% and 3.89%)y Professional

Wk (U1 and 1027 and Business (O0.5% and O.6%) .
h

A osecondary ocoupation 16 raporbed by only a few persons

=707 v Halampue and 10.32% in Jal eha. I Kalampur siu

indr vdals have agricultweral labor as an extra job, two do

general labior, threes are professionals, and four are in bhusiness

In Jalsha four are involved in agricultural labar, three in
aeneral labor, two 0 trades, ooe in profescional activities, and
MLeEe 1N aome fora of businsss.

Table 4.% chows the primary secupation by farm class for

indivicduale in the sample houssholds in the twe villages,
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TABLE 3.5 PRIMARY OCCUPATION BY FARM CLASS -- KALAMPUR AND JALSHA

K
PRIMARY
OCCUPATION M

No.

HOUSEWIFE
DORESTIC
AGRT LAR'R
GEN LABOR
RICKSHAW
TRADES
PROFESSION
BUSINESS
STUDENT
NOT WORK

—

LN = D = v 2 om O~ O

[ 2]

TaTAL
%

«l O~
[ 38 IS |

i

Chi-Square

d
PRIKARY
OCCUPATION M

No.

HOUSEWIFE
DOMESTIC
AGRI LABOR
GEM LABQR
ZTCKSHAY
TRADES
PROFESSIOM
BUSIMESS
STUDENT
NOT WORK

[ I s N I O |

+3
LA = = I (S —

[o ]
B3

TOTAL
4

Chi-Square =

(2
[0 o
.

ALAMPUR: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES

SMALL

S I

CI LT O == = (N O = g N
« e« & e ® 4 @ -

(%]

—
o
o

ARGIMAL
A No.
17.7 12
9.7 14
9.7 17
6.5 0
6.5 4
1.6 1
1.6 {
0.0 0
6.5 4
49.3 27
190.0 80
.0 41

.2

OO O NHNHWLWO O Lt O o~

(=]

LARGE
No

7 i
3
i1 2
0

0

1

2

i .
14 2
13 2
52 100
26.8

MOl O O = Nl

S ONm =~

< 0 0 @ 0

.0

o~ ta

TATAL

(220N 8 B} =
Q

M D s O

194
100.0

-
o~

— -

12 B i e S B B |
e « o = = = .
Ml N vV 0 = — (7 .0

[

100.0

40.40985 with 18 degreec of fresdom; Significance =.0G018

ALSHA: FARM CLASS CATEGORIES

SHALL

<
.

ARGINAL

7 Mo.
19,4 20
1.3 5
12.9 22
3.2 1
1.4 {0
4.8 3
3.2 0
1.6 0
1.4 12
40.3 33

fAY
—
o
o
.
[d

n

o~ o~

[ A

100.

96.1

Cd © = ~3 tn
P

B3OS
« e

2 NO O - O0NnN@ o~

o

=z
(=]

13

7.

'r..]LﬂOC'OC‘OJ-C-I‘J

LARGE

&

—

ol

[ead %)

100.

oo

OO OO OO
e s e 4 4 s a

OO0 OO C OO ~

o

TOTAL

No A

34 19.9

12 7.0

34 19.9

3 1.8

1 0.6

6 3.5

2 1.2

1 0.6

i8 10.5

60 35.1

171 100.0
100.0

31.61726 with 18 degreec of freedonm; Significance =.0244
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It is clear that individuale in all categoriez of households
are involved in diverse occupations. The heusehold heaas report
themselves to be agriculturaliste in all cases and their spouses
are "housewives,” but other household members word in primarily
non-agricultural activities to help support their families. The
Marginal farm class households are underrepresented in the
"etudent" category while they are overrepresented in the lowly
patd categories such as "rickehaw or cart puller'" and "general
labar." They are also underrepresented in the "agricultural
Labar" category - zino - those who are landless may consider
agriculture to be only a secondary occupation compared to, Say,
rickshaw pulling.

DEVELOFMENTAL CVYCLE CHARACTERISTICS

Fural people in Rangladesh pass through a number of household
#ituations during their lives (cf. Cairn 1978421 -438) . The
general patterns differ somewhat for males and females because of
the patrilineal and patrilocal features of the kinship and
residential svstems. In most instances, both males and females
‘tdefined here as "ego") would be born into a situation in which
their parents are living in an extended relationship with ego's
paternal grandparente. Thie is a first period of expansion within
the developmental cycle.

The second phase in the devel opmental cycle.otcurs as eqgo
grows up and the set of siblings expands at the same time that
Bgn’s father's fataer and father ‘s mothew are getting older.
Biven the relatively short lifespans for rural people in
Hargladesh, thie tends to be a period of reduction in the number

of married couples in the household (cf. D'Souza and Ehuyia
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1982). Most commonly, ego’'s father's father dies and the
responsibility for serving as head of the household passes to one
ego’s father or one of ego’'s father’'s brothers, while the
surviving widow remains in the household.

The next period in the developmental cyile occours when ego
marries. At this point the careers of males and females dfverge.
The males are likely to remain in the homestead or nearby when
they marry. 0On the other hand, the females are likely to leave
their natal homestead and move in with their groom’'s household,
oftern located in another village or town. In either case, the
mew marriages insuwre that the household contains two or more

couples.

‘.

The next phase in the developmental c?cle of the household
involves the creation of a three—-generational extended household.
The newly married ege begins to have children and this represents
further expansion. At this point, a male ego has hiz parents
alive and young children joining the household. For a female
egon, she is bearing children and working in the houseshold of her
husband and his family, which also takes on a multi-generational
character during this phase.

Whern a male ego’'s father dies, he or a brother will aszsume
martle of housenold headship. At the same time, the household has
been reduced into a nuclear form, even though the deceased head’'s
spouae remains living in there. & parallel process occuwrs in the
household where the female ego resides.

Later, as & male ego’'s children grow up and marry, the '
Foushold again assunes extended form. Ego is the household head

at thia time hult coon will pass the mantle to one of his sons
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either by fiat or through his own death. His widow remains in
the househald ds a senior female, but the developmental cycle has
run its course from the perspective of the specific ego who
served as our point of reference. In the case of a female g0,
she will likely witness the death of her spouse, who had served
ae household head in that other community in which she had been
living for twu decades o so, and will either remain Lrere as &
widow or go back to her natal homestead as & widowed senior
female.

Tn sum, the gereralized hypothetical developmental cycle of

the rural agricultural household in Bangladesh involves a

dialectical process of expansion and reduction through

o

pprotimately seven distinctive phases during thie lifespan of a
ti ven individual. Over time, one would exwpect that the lorger
lifespans of females would result in more women living as widows
in households controlled by their male relatives. Hawving
presented this bried overview of the developmental cycle, we Now
describe the situation in Kalampur and Jalsha.

Ae the information in Tables 4.4 and 4.7 shows, there are
many variations on the basic nuclear and extended household types
in the two village=s. Trdeed, rather than the reported 24 nuclear
and 10 extended households in Kalampur, analysis of household
composition revepale 2 "sub-nuclear” houserolds; 15 simple
thuelear" households; 12 vcomplex nuclear! howeeholdsy and 9
Ve tended! households.  For Jalsha, the reported 75 pueclear and 9
exvtended households should be changed to 1 "eub-nuclear!
houseroldsy 17 simple mauclear” households: 7 "eomplex nuclear!

qowsetinldse; and 8 nentended" households.
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TABLE 4.6 HOUSEHOLD COMPOSITION -- KALANPUR

FARN HOUSEHOLD
CLASS COMPOSITION

Large Head, Yite, 2 Sons {u), 2 Daus {u)
+ t] Son 1:), San’s Wite, | Son's Son fu}l
Large Head, Wife, 2 Sons {u}, | Dau {u)
+ {Head's No {s), Head's Sis's Dau {a)]
Large Head, Hife, ! Son tu), 2 Daus {u)
+ 1] Son ‘n), Son's ﬁi(e, 1 Son's Son (u},
! Son's Dau (u))
Large Head, Wife, 2 Sons {u}, 2 Daus (u)
+ {Head's Ko (w)]
Large Head, Wife, ! Son {u}, 4 Dauslu)
Large Head, ¥ite, { Son {u)
+ [Head's Mo (w)]
Larqe Head, Wite, 1 Son lu), 3 Dauc (u)
¢ (fead’s Ho {a)]
Large Head, Wife, 2 Sons {ul, 3 Daus {u)
+ (Head's Sis's Son {u}}

Spall Head, Wife, 2 Sons {u), 3 Daus fu
+ [Head's Wife's Ho {w)]
Saall Head, Hife
¢ (] Son, Sen's Wifz, Son's Son {u}l
Suall Wead, Wife, 3 Daus fuf
¢ {Aead's Sis {n), Head's Sis's Son {u))
+ [Head's Bro’s Son's Wife {a)]
§xall Head, Wite, 2 Sons {u), 2 Daus {u)
Ssall Head
+ [2 Head's Sons, 2 Son's Wives,
2 Son's Sons lu), 2 Son's Daus (w))
Snall Head, Wife, 2 Dons (u), 3 Daus {u)
Snall Head, Wife, 1 Dau {u)
+ thead’s Ko Sis ia))
Small Head, Wife, 4 Sons (u), 1 Dau (d)
Snall Head, Wife, 4 Sons {u)
¢ (ead’s Mo (n)]
Small Haad, Nife
Small Head, Mife, 2 Sons {u), 3 Daus (u)
+ (3 Daus' ()
Small Head, Wite, 1 Dau {u)
+ [Head's Mo (w)]
Seall Head, Wife, 4 Sons (1}, 1 Dau {u)
¢ (3 Sons, 3 Suvi'. Wives, | Son's Dau {ul]
t [Head's Ho (&)]

Harainal Head
+ {2 Head's Bro {u), i Head's Sis fu),

{ Head's Ko (a)]
Narginal Head, Wife, 2 Sons {u}, 3 Daus (u)
Harginal Head, Wife, 1 Son {u)
Harginal Head, Wife, 1 Dau (u)
Karginal - Head, Hife, 1 Son (u),

¢ ] Dan a3

Marginal Wife, 1 Son {u), 2 Dau (u)
Harginal Head, Wife, ! Son (u}, 2 Dau {u)
Karginal iiead, Wife. 2 Sons (uf, 3 Daus {u)
Narginal Head, Hife, 2 Daus {u)
Narginal Head, Wife, | Son (u}, 1 Dau (u)
Narginal Head, Hife, 2 Sons tu}
Narginal Head, Wife, 2 Sons {u), 3 Daus (u)
Narginal Lead, Wite, 4 Sons {u), ! Dau {u)

HOUSEHOLD
TYPE
Extended

Nuclear +

Extended

Kuclear +

Nuclear
Nuclear ¢

Nuclear ¢

Nuclear +

Huclear +
Extended

Huclear ¢+

Nuclear
Extended

Huclear
Huclear ¢

Nuclear
Nuclear ¢

Nuclear
Nuclear ¢

Nuclear ¢

Extended

Nuclear -

Nuclear
Nuclear
Nuclear .
Huclear +

Huclear -
Nuclear
Nuclear
Kuclear
Nuclear
Nuclear
Nuclear
Nuclear

Note: u = unaarried, @ = married, w = widowed, d = divorced



TABLE 3.7 HOUSEHOLD CONPRSITION -- JALSHA

. FARM HOUSEHOLY HOUSEHOLD
CLASS COMPOSITION _ TYPE
Large Head, Wife, & Sons {u), § Dau fu) Extended
+ (] Son {a}, Son's Mife)

Large Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u!, 2 Dau {u) Extended
¢ {1 Son ‘s), Son's Hife, | Son's Son {u},

Seall Head, Wife, 2 Daus (u) Nuclear +
¢ {2 tead's Bro {u}, Head's Ko la}]

Small Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u) Extended
t {Head's Fa, Head'c Mol

Saall Head, Wite, 3 Sons (u) Nuciear

Snall Head, Wite; 2 Sons (u) Huclear

Saall Head, Wite, 2 Sons (u}, 2 Daus (u) Huclear

Ssall Head, ®ife, ! Son (u), | Dau {u} Nuclear

Seall Head, Wife, 3 San’s (u}, 1 Dau (u) Nuclear

Srall Head, Wife, 2 Sons {u) Extended
+ (Head's Son, Son's Nife, Son's Dau (u)l

Sasall Head, Wife, | don {u}, 2 Daus {u) Nuclear ¢
+ {Head's Hr (w))

Saall Head, Wife, 1 Son {u}, 3 Daus (u) Extended
¢ (] Head's Son, Son's Nifel

Seall Head, Wife, 1 Son {u}, 1 Dau (u} Nuclear

Seall Head, Wite, 1 Son (u) Nuclear

Saall Head, Wite, 1 Son (u}, 3 Daus (u) Nuclear

Spall  Head, Wife, 1 Son (u) Fxtended
+ {Head's Son, Son'c Hife, Son's Dau {u)]

Seall Head, Wife, | Bau tu) Muclear +
+ [Read’s Bro {u), Head's No ()]

Seall Head, Wife, 2 Sons (u) Nuclear

Saall Head, Wife, 1 Son (u) Extended
+ (Read’s Son, Son's Wifel

Saall Head, Wife, 1 don (u), 2 Daus () Nuclear +

+ [ﬁead’s Hife's Mo ln)l

Harginal Head, Wife Nuclear +
+ (2 Head's Bro {u), 2 Head's Sis (u},
Head's Mo (w)l
Harginal Head, Wite, | Son (u), 1 Dau (u) Nuclear
Harginal Head, Wife, 3 Sons {u) Extended
+ {% Head'= Sone, 2 Son's Wives,
{ Son's Dau {u)]

Harginal Head, Wife, 1 Son fu) Nuclear
Harginal Head, Wife Nuclear
Narginal Head, Wife Nuclear +
+ (Head's Mo (w)] :
Harginal Mife (w), I Dau {u) Huclear -
Harginal Head Hile, ! Son (u}, 1 Dau {w) Nuclear +
+ (lead's Mo (n)]
Harginal Head, Wite, 1 Son {u), 1 Dau (u) Nuclear
Narginal Head, Wife, ! Son {u), | Dau (ul Nuclear.
Harginal Head, Wite, 2 Sons (u}, 1 Dau (u) Huclear
Narginal Head, Wife, 3 Daus (u) Nuclear
Marginal Head, Kife, 1 Sun {u}, 3 Daus (u) Nuclear

Note: u = unearried, a = married, w = widowed, d = divorced
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There are only two cazes, one in each village, in which _
households are headed by women. In line with data presented for
other rural communities in Bangladesh (cf. Cain, Khanam, and
Natiar 1979:410-411), these are poor Marginal farm class
households in which the widow has not had a successful claim on
hier husband's property. 0On the other hand, in the period after
the Household Survey was completed, the male household head of
one of the most successful Large farm clase households in Jalsha
died. His widow is currently in charge of the household -— from
which several of the male and female children are absent, because
they are involved in higher sducational stuaies in the city. So,
by no means is it impossible for women to run prozperous extended
family households with considerable land holdings, but it is
=till very unusual in Kalampur and Jalcsha.

orne of the causes for possible misinterpretation of the
results of the Household Survey involves the status of certain
married womoen in the sample households whose husbands were not
present at the time of the survey. They reported themselves as
marvied and thus the household would be coded as "extended",
since it appeared that two or mora2 married couples were present.
However, it is im possible to know i€ these married women are
actually abandoned and should, therefore, not be counted as a
marvied couple.

In any event, examination of the data reveals that the
differences in household composition among the three farm class
categories are quite clear. Marginal households are not only the

smallest but have the most rudimentary household types in both

Kalampur and Jalsha. The Small and LLarge households have more



members and show more variations on the themes of "complex
ruclear” and "extended” types. As Cain, Kharnam, and Nahar
(1979:410) have sxid, "Without land, or with little land, the
joint ["eutended"”]l household is unstable.

The characteristice of these housebolds is élso influenced by
persons not present therein. We have mentioned the daugﬁters
married out, but others may be away from the homestead because of
their work, their education, or their marriages. Thus, a
complete picture of the developmental cycle of the households in
these villages requires data on the household head’'s brothers and
sistere as well as the head’s sons and daughters who are living
elepwhere {whether in the same village or as outside migrants).
Hecause this dimensions of the household developmental cycle
relates specifically to the topic of migration, this di=zcussion

will be taken up in Chapter 6.
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CHAPTER FIVE

LAND ACRUISITION AND INHERITANCE

In this chapter we examine the dvnamics of land acquisition
and inheritance in Choto Kalampur and Jalsha Horohissa. We have
already seen that land ownership and lgnd use ig at the héart of
agricultural life in these communities. As Arthur and MeNicoll
have said, "Land, in a country with few other productive assets,
bestows status, power, and above all security” (1978:35). For
the villagers of Kalampur and Jalsha, as for millions of cthers
in the Bangladesh countryside, land is certainly a basic source
of food, a source of cash, and a form of capital savings and
investment; but it aleo a long-term responsibility to one's
immediate family and to one’'s heir in future gernerations.

QVERVIEW

This responsibility for the land is especially serious at a
time when most village households have only a small amount of
larnd at their disposal. The 1978 Land Occupancy Survey gathered
data on landholding throughout Bangladesh. According to Cain
(19832 156-157) , the data collected through the LOS suggests that
"2H.8% of all rural households in Bangladesh owned no arahle
land, and of these G1% (14.7%) of all households) own no land at
all." Moreover, it appears that half of all rural houszeholds own

less than fifty decimale (0.50 acres). In thiz regard, the
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sample households from Kalampur and Jalsha may be slightly
hetter off than the national norms.

How do people in Kalampur and Jalsha acquire their land? What
do they do to keep, improve, or lose their holdings? And how
tdoss land pass from gmneratidn to generation? These questions
are not only of interest to social scientists, agricultural
development specialists, and government tax officials —-— they are
central issuss of gossip, intrigue, and legal activities among
the villagers themselves,. As one enters Kalampur from the Aricha
Fighway, one sees a group of a dozen cor more scribes, hunched
owver their ancient typewriters, busy roecording the dictation of
their clients. More often than not, what is being typed is a
document dealing with land. A lease, a mortgage, a sale, or a
purchase of one or more plots —-- these are the affairs of
evervday life in ine villages that msan that the difference
hetween successe or fallure for one's family and their faoture.

Fecause land is so important and new land nonexistent, the
ristory of epecific plots of just & few decimals wize can be
related by many farmers. This awareness of land transactions
madde 1t relatively easy to gather information on land
acquilsitions in Kalampur and Jalsha. )

In Tables 5.1 we present data on the main mechaniasms by which
villagers acqguire and lose land. These mpchanisms are
iheritance, dowery, gift, purchase, and sale. Some of these land
transaction mechanisms are tied te specific moments in the
individual 's life cycle and the developmental cycle of the
household, while others may ococur anytime when need or

.

oprportunity arises.
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TABLE 3.1 LAND ACRUISITION -- KALAMPUR

ACQUSTITION MECHANIGHS

INHERITED DOWRY  GIFT  LAND LAND

FARM HOUSE - LAND LAND LAND  BOUGHT  SOLD

CLASS HOLD # {dec) {dec) {dec) (dec) (dec)
Large 1 300 0 20 104 23
Large 2 391 0 0 78 0
Large 3 181 0 G 90 0
Large 5 378 0 0 0 0
Large B8 241 34 G 30 0
Large Lo 303 0 0 0 15
Large 18 319 0 0 37 16
Large 20 289 0 22 0 o
SUBTOTAL 2,572 34 72 339 54
Small 4 52 0 170 0 52
Small & 274 0 0 0 1&
Small 7 257 0 0 ] 13
Small 9 236 0 Q 0 0
Small i Q 0 0 170 26
Small 12 126 0 Q 32 15
Small 13 0 150 0 0 0
Small 17 30 0 o 154 17
Small t9 224 0 ¢ 0 0
Small 22 57 0 0 22 13
Small 24 178 0 0 0 98
Small 25 161 0 0 0 0
Small 30 B4 0 0 26 44
SUBTQTAL 1,681 150 170 406 298
Marginal 14 31 0 0 0 0
Marginal 1§ 0 15 0 0 0
Marginal 16 47 0 0 0 4
Harginal 21 31 0 0 0 0
Marginal 23 4 0 0 52 0
M:rginal 264 34 0 0 0 0
Marginal 27 15 0 0 0 0
Marginal 28 22 0 0 35 0
Marginal 29 0 135 0 0 13
Harginal 31 0 0 0 1 0
Marginal 32 3 0 0 0 0
Marginal 33 7 0 0 0 2
Marginal 34 13 0 2 0 2
SUBTOTAL 209 30 2 88 21
TOTAL 4,462 214 244 853 373



TABLE 5.2 LAND ACQUISITION -- JALSHA

FARM HOUSE-

CLASS HOLD #
Large 1
Large 2
Large 3
SUBTOTAL
Simall 4
Small 5
Small b
Small 7
Small 9
Small 10
Small 1t
Small 12
Small 14
Small 15
Small 17
Small 18
Small 19
Small 20
Small 21
Small 22
Small 23
Small 31
SUBTAOTAL
Marginal 8
Marginal 13
Marginal 14
Marginal 23
Marginal 24
Marginal 26
Marginal 27
Marginal 28
Marginal 29
Marginal 30
Harginal 32
Marginal 33
Marginal 34
SUBTOTAL

TOTAL

~E3fy—-

ACOUISITION MECHANISMS
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Clearly, the primary mechanism for land acquisition ie
inheritance. The heads of Large farm class hmﬁsehmlds generally
have inherited more land than those of Small farm class
households who in turn uswually inherited more than those of
Marginal farm class households. Mevertheless, inheritance is not
the only way to get land. The next most common 1and acqguisition
mechanism is land purchase. We obzerve that buying land is
gepecially prevalent among the Large and Small farm class
households, whereas the Marginal farm class households have
puwrchased very little. It is inmteresting to note that land
buying seems to be more common in Jalsha than in Kalampur, but we
have no ready explanation for this pattern. One possible
Explanation is that Kalampur, as a market town and small-scale
commercial cerrter on the main highwavy, offers other potentially
more profitable arenas for investment than land alone.

Two other mechaniaems -- dowery and gift —-- for land
acquisition are possible for the people of Kalampur and Jalsha.
First, the custom of dowery involves the payment of money, lwury
goods, o even land to a bridegroom at the time of a marriage.
Fresumably, if land were given it would be in the home villape of
the bride {(unless her family bought land to subseguently give to
the groom as dowery). In such circumstances, it is likely that
the bride’s brothers would become the managers of the land in
betial ¥ of their sister and her husband. Whatever, the
circumstances involving dowery land, we see that it is rare in
both Kalampur (four cases) and Jalsha (only a single instance).

The other side of dowery is known as hrideprice, or "Mghr" in

the local terminology, and involves pavments from the man's



family to that of the bride. The custom of Mehr can involve
nrompt payvments as well as deferred paymerits. fcocording to
Chaudhury and Ahmed (1980:246), "The amount of Mehr varies
arcording to the social status of the girl'e family. A high Mehr

operates as o deterrent to unilateral divorce ... and =0 it can

i

be regarded as if it were a prearranged sum of alimony."  Fromn

the

G

erepective of the male’'s family, Mehr could represent a losg
af land if the woman involved demands her rights.  Unfortunately,

we have no data to indicate that a custon eviete in either

calampur or Jalsha of giving ar reserving land as Mehr.

A related_form cf land acquisition involves the gift of land
toy someone, often on the occasion of marriage, but this appears
to be rare in the s wple communities. The household heade report
only four cases in Kalampur and just one case in Jal sha.

For every land buyer there ic a eeller. The heads of the
sample howseholds have also been active in land sales., The data
shiow that land selling is more common in Jaleha than ir Kalampur,
mainly becauss of the heavy sales by & few Marginal farm class
housebolds., Tt 1e also worth noting that most households
irvolved with buying land have aleo been sellers ag well.

It appears that farme-s eell land reluctantly and usually
becavsr of a pressing financial need invalving sums of money
bevond what might be borrowed or obtained through other
mechanisms. In Kalampuwe land has been sold to establish a mill;
for education purposes., {for marriage expenses, for medical
expenses, to purchase a new homestead, to pay off a debt, and
even Lo puwrchase a cart. In Jéleha, similar reasons were given

for selling land, but weres supplemented by the decision to sell
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off old plots and buy new plots Qﬂpeéted to be more productive.
Aleo, it appears that in Jalsha somes households chose o sell
land to deal with ongoing family maintenance eMpenses.,

Ir sum, the diverse mechanisms for atquiring and giving up
lLand present an important domain for future research.  The data
abtained through the Land Use Burvey suggest some af the ways in
which the agriculturalists of Kalampur and Jalsha are invelved in
Larmd at different times of their lives —- egpe;ially at the death
wf their fathers (inheritance) at marriage (dowery, mehr, orF
gitt land), or at other criticsl moments suchk as when qoing of+
higher education, when a family member ig szriouwsly 111, or when
& decizion is made to shift occupations or even change
homesteads.

LAND TMHERITANCE

Because of the overwhelming importance of inheritance as a
means of acquiring land, it is impuftant to examine ite features
in more detail.  In Hangl adesh the rural people have a strong
patrilineal svstem which, combined with the predominant Islamic
religious practices, produces an inheritance system that favors
males over females. In this section, we shall discuss the
implications of the prevailing land inheritance system for the
present and futwre of households in Halampur and Jalsha.

An important featuwre associated with 1and arnd land use
throughout the world (s the extent to which inheritance patterns
approtimate the legal codes of a courntry -- the ideal form of
behavior —-and the extent to which inheritance patterns reflect =
deviation from the norm—~the real form of behavior. For purposes

af this study, the practices followed in the irheritance of land
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ie imprriant becawse it i= conditioned by the migration patterns
of men and women.
On inheritance, Chaudhury and dhmed (1980 23-24) ,

parapbrasing from Arinciples of Mohamedan Law Say

A single dauwghter inherite halt the estate of her
tate father ar mother. 1F there is aore than are daughter
and no son, then the daughters Joirmtly inherit two-thirds
of the estate. However, if there is a son {or song) then
the daughter or each of the daughters inherits hal$ of the
w0 O #ach of the son's share. In the absence of a 800N,
a daughter inherits the fived share and the balance of the
share of the estate is inkerited by other agnatic
relations sach as brother or father of the dageaﬁed.

The wife inherits a fived share of one eighth of
deceased husband's estate, if he leaves any agnatic
descendant.  IF the husband dors not leave any agnatic
descendants, then the wife inherits a fived share of a

auarter of ths estate.

It is important to note that within the sane family, men
always inherit more than the women. ‘

The people of Choto lal ampur and Jalshe Horohisssa  adher o in
principle to the ideal of the laws just expressed. The
furictional reality of th? practice of thege lawz in Kalampur and
Jalsha, however, create a situation where women, although they

techrnically ivherit land from their father, it often remains in

the working possession of brothers becawse of the prevalent
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EXOgAambus mareisge pattern where brides go and live in the
hamertead of their husband. Land irherited by a women
techrically helongs to her but it is more often than not "looked
after" (i.e., worked) by her brothers. In some Tases, the women
rEcelves part of the vields harvested from her land by her
brothers but in cther cases, she effective.y looses the land.

Another important factor conditioning the amount of land
available to be worked by a single household is the extent to
which males migrate from the village, If a man migrates from his
village to a another region of the country, his inherited land is
usually left to be worked by his brothers. Just s when his
sister leaves the village he may or may not receive part of the
produce from the 1and although, bBut unlike his sister, he will
probably never locse control of his Land.

The codified law of the ideal and the practices of the real
operate as the contrrls of inhe: ftance in Kalampur and Jalsha.
The significance of these controlas are mos sticeable and have
the areatest effect on households, the village and the country as
a whole because of the fragmenting effect they have on land.

Ueing the sample of the 34 households from Kalampuwr and the
34 houwseholds from Jalsha and the practicgs’mf land inheritance
in these two villages, it is possible to predict what will happen
ko the land holdings af the nest few generations.

Land inheritance patterns in Falampur and Jalsha may he

expressed as follows:

S + D5



In this situation, T ie equal to total amount of land held by
the household head (usually the father). & is eaual to the
number cf sons by the household head and D is equal to the number
rnf daughters of the household head. ¥ is equal %5 the amount of
land to be inherited by each son. It is important to remember
that a daughter inherits one-hal$ the amount a spn inherits. This
equation does not account for the inheritance of the spouse of
the household head (usually a wife) because in the final
analvesis, it is unlikely a mother will cutlive her adult
children. In the event of a widower taking a voung wife who
outlives him, thise equation would have to he changed to
incorporate her entitlement to one-eighth of the land.
Furthermore, the sgquation assumes that dowery land, gift land,
land purchases, and land sales are not going to influence the
present amount of land available for inheritance by a household
Feasd's children.

In Kalampur, Mr. A. Latif is the head of a Large farm class
househald who owns 449 decimals of land divided into 18 plots. He
has three sons and one daughter. Assumirig he has no more
children, each of his sons can eupect to inherit 128. 3 decimals
of land divided into 5.1 plots while his daughter can expect to
inherit 44.1 decimals into 2.4 plots. (In reality., of course, the
inheritance of .1 ar .6 of & plot has no application and the
Actual distribution of the plots would be handled informally by
Ehe sons and daughter.) The resulte of this inberitance will
reduce each =zon to a Small farm class household in one

generation.
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Assuming the same number of children in the next generation,
each grandeon of Mr. Latif can expect to inherit from their
fathers 36.7 decimals divided into 1.5 plots. Each granddaunghter
can expect 18.3 decimals of land. She will receive anly .7 of a
plot —— i.e.,; not a complete plot -- thus forcing the
grandchildren to further divide the plots. Therefors, Mr.
Latif's grandsons will become heads of Marginal farm clazs
Fouseholde.  In brief, in two generations, a prosperous family is
reduced to a functionallv landless household.

Mo 5. Quddus cwns ten plots of land equaling 236 decimals.

He haz two sons and two daughters. On his death, each of his

sone should inherit 3.3 plots of land equaling 78.7 decimals

while his daughters each will receive 39.3 decimals of land
coneisting of 1.7 plote. Similarly, in the next generatiaon, Mr,
Cuddus® grandepns can expect to inherit 1.1 plot totaling 26.2
decimals of land and his granddaughters will receive .é& plots at
3.1 decimals each. As in the case of Mr. Latif, Mr. Buddus and
Fis family will have divided the land so many times through
tnheritance that they becoms effectively landless within two
generations,

Mr. K. Kabir is a Marginal farm clasg household head who owns
36 decimals of land in fowr plots.  He has three sons and four
daughters. When the land is first divided through inheritance,
pach son receives .8 of a plot of 7.2 decimale (barely enough for
aommall homestead) . Each daughter receives only .4 of a plot
#qualing 3.6 decimals. In the caze of Me. Kabir, who started
with only & marginal amount of land, his family becaomes

effectively landless in only one generation.
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A similar situation occurs in Jalsha. M. J. Kham, for
example, is the head of a large farm class household. He owas
GB8 decimals of land divided into 19 plots. He has three sons
who can expect to inherit 152.9 decimals of land in 4.7 plots
and three daughters, who can expect to inherit 74.4 decimals of
Tand divided irnto 2.1 plots. His sons will pass or land to their
csone in the amownt of .9 plots equaling 34 decimals each. The
daunghters each will receive 17 decimals of land divided into .5
plots. Even thouwgh Mr. Khan and his family had the security
aszoclated with owning relative large amounts of land, his
grandehildren inhevit the insecwrity associated with owuning small
amountse of land.

Mr. M. Aziz has two sons and three daughters. He cuns 200
decimals of land in 11 plote making him the head of GSmall farm
class household.  Although not a wealthy man, he is able +to
provide the basic necessities of life for his family. DBut uﬁon
his death, his sons will inherit only 57.3 decimale of land in
J.1 plots and his daughters only 28.64 decimals in 1.6 plots. It
ie unlikely that the sone of Mr. Aziz will be able to maintain a
standard of living equal to their father on only 57.3 decimals of
land. Mr. Aziz's grandsons can gupect tq inherit from their

fathers only 16.3 decimals in .8 of a plot. The sisters of these

[]

mere can expect to inherit only 8.2 decimals of land in & .4 plot.
A a family, the Ariees, becawse of inheritance patterns, moved
from a Small to a Marginal farm clase houwsehold. By the second

generation each son owns only 16.3 decimals of Land --effectively

reducing them to landless.
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Mr. R. Habib is representative of the Marginal farm clases in
Jaleha. He owne ormly two plots totaling 47 decimals and has four
childeren, three males and a female. Obviously Mr. Habib has vy
little land to leave his children. His sons can expect to
inherit 13.4 decimals of land. Or, each son will receive only .6&
af & plat which requires that each plot be even further divided.
Each daughter can expect to inherit 6.7 decimals of land or .3 of
a plot. Ir brief, it will take only one generation for the Habib

family to become landless.

a

Lt

The above individual cases are representative of the families
of Kalampuwr and Jalsha., Thees inheritance histories, as all
inheritance histories in the two villages, are conditioned hy (1)
the amount of land inherited by the head of the howseholdy (2)
the amount of land acquired through dowery, gift, or purchases
(3) the amount of 1and sold: and (4) the number and =ex of those
children who are living at the time of the houszehold tead’'s death
tors rarely, the passing of the land to the heirse while the head
ie etill alive).

Each of thége factors in the equation in#lueéce the chances
of children receiving land through inheritance. In particular,
the {farmer and hie childron have little real control over the
rumber of male and female children who are born and who live to
arc age for receiving their inheritance. Thus, if a man has many
sons, even though he may he a Large farmer, subsequent
aenerations may become effectively landless irn & relatively short
period of time.

A similar scenario erxiste i the inheritarnce of land ie

agaregated by farm class for Kalampur and Jalsha. For erample,
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according to the data in the Land Use Survey, in Kalampur the
average land holding of a Large farm class household ie 3I58.3
decimals divided into 135.8 plots. In Jalsha, 337 decimals of
lTand is the average holding of & Large farm class household. The
average number of plote is 14.4. BRased on traditional
inheritance, as illustrated in the case hictories presented
above, a similar pattern of land fragmentation emerges in both
villages. In one generation, large farm clazs households can be
expected to be reduced in land holdings to Small farm class
howseholds. By the second gereration, the land heoldings will be
further reduced to the size of Marginal farm class households. In
some cases, this means that the family becomes landless.

Small farm class howseholds in Kalampur hold on average 99.7
decimale of land in 22.2 plote. In Jalsha, their counterparts
own 132.4 decimals of land in 7.3 plots. The inheritors in the
firet descending generation receive only 32.9 decimals of land in
Falampws and 42.3 in Jalsha. In the next deccending generation,
the average inheritance for individuals in Kalampur is 11
decimals and in Jalsha it is 20.4ldecima15, barely enough for a
hoamesteard alone.

Im the case of Marginal farm class hquaehmlds, the average
Tand holding in Kalampur is 19.2 decimals of land which is then
reduced to 3.6 decimale in the next descending generation. In
dalsha, the average land holding is 17 decimals which is reduced
ta 8.1 in the firet descending generaticon. In both Ealampuwr ard
Jalsha Marginal farm class households are reduced to a landless

categary by the second descending generation.
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For further purposes of analysis, the data may be agyregated
by village. In Kalampur the average land holding for all the
sample households is 143.2 decimals divided into 8.5 plots while
in Jalsha the average nunber of plots is 4.4 totaling 121.9
decimale of land. Using these averages to compare the sample
households in the two villages, by the 2nd descending generation
in Kalampur the households wil. have become Marginal farm class
householdse while in Jaleha, although individuals will own less
land, by the second descending generation they will remain in the
class of Small farm class households.  In the nest gensration,
however, they too will be reduced to Marginal farm class
households,

Land fragmentation by farm class and by village in Kalampur
and Jalsha based on traditional inheritance patterns is

illustrated in Tables 5.3 and 5.4,
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TABLE 5.3
PRDJECTED LAND HOLDINGS OF FUTURE GENERATIOMG
BASED OW LEGAL PRINCIPLES BY FARM CLASS

2nd Descending !
Generation ! -
!
)

KALAMPUR JALSHA
LARGE T Av. No.! Av. Amt. 1 Av. No. ! Av. Amt. |
FARM i Plots | Land {1 Plots | Land |
R e T | mormm e M e | mmemmeme e !
Present ! ! ] ] |
Generation ! 15.8 1 358.3 14,6 i 437.0 |
e e R R {mmmmmeme |
st Descending ! : i ! |
Generation ! 4.5 1 109.3 i 4.2 to119.2 !
o m e R bl bt e et !
2nd Descending ! ! i | i
Generation ! 1.3 | 21.9 i 1.2 ' 34,1 |
! Y. . VL ]
KA&LAMPUR JALSHA
SHALL 1 Av. No.! Av. Amt. !1 Av. No. ! Av. Amt. |
FARM i\ Plots { Land 1 Plote | Land {
e et T et e L !
Present ! ! ' ' d
Generation P22.2 89g8.7 !l 7.3 1 132.4 !
o meneme L e L ]
lst Descending ! i v { |
Genuration ! 7.4 | 32.9 i 2.9 | 62.3 !
Jommm e m e R LT R et R |
2nd Descending | i v ] |
Generatian | 2.4 | 11.0 1 1.2 | 20.4 !
! ! H { |
KALAMFUR JALSHA
MARGINAL T Av. No.! Av. Amt. t! Av. No. ! Av. Amt. |
FARH i Plots | Land it Plots | Land |
fommm e R R e attat !
Precent ! ! " ! |
Generation ! 1.5 | 15.2 i 2.3 1 17.0 !
et R et R | e |
let Descending ! ' i ! !
Generation ! SO 5.6 HH 1.0 | 8.1 |
: ] |
! !
! !
{ !

-—— - -

e e L T - n o e = -



T~

Table 5.4
PROJECTED LAND HOLDINGS OF FUTURE BENERATIDNS
BASED ON LEGAL PRINCIPLES BY VILLAGE

KALAMPUR JALSHA
ALL FARM TRV, No. T Av. mut. 11 Av. No. | Av. Amt. ]
CLASSES ! Plots | Land i1 Plots | Land :
fmmmmme R Hmemmemm e R el Dbl i
Precsent d i o ] {
Generation ' B.5 1 143.2 v 6.4 1289 d
fmmmm e o mcmeae B e e !
1st Descending | ' " ' !
Generation ! 2.8 | 47.7 i 4.2 ] B1.2 '
fmmmmmeem bommmm e e R Ll :
2nd Desvending ! ! i : '
Generation ! 6.9 | 15.9 i 2.8 I 94,1 !
bom e fommmmmm e R ate e il !
3rd Descending | ! i ! !
Generation ! 0.3 1! 5.3 i t.8 ! 36.1 i
1 ] 11 ! !
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LAND FRAGMEMTION AND LAND COMSOLIDATION

It is important to note that these figures for potential 1land
fragmentation are based on codified inheritance laws as expressed
in Rangladesh. The data from the cample households in Kalampur
and Jalsha clearly demonstrate a significant difference between
itdeal dnheritance practices and real inheritance practices. The
model suggeste that 1n a maximum of three genarations all
households in the two villages -~ regardless of present farm
class —-— will become effectively landless. In reality, thie is
rot happening in Kalampuw ard Jaleha, because of the intervening
efttects of land puwrchases, zales, and to a much lesser degiree
doweries and gifts.

For exanple, Mr. & Latif, whom we discu%sad earlier,
inherited 371 decimals of land when he was 78 veatrs old but had
already increased his land holdings to 449 decimals Just four
veare later when the Land Use Suwrvey was conducted.

Similarly, his next door neighbor, Me. M. Chowdhury, the
40-vear old head of a Small farm clasa household, had increased
Fiis dand holdings to 170 decimale at the time of the Land Use
Burvey from the 52 decimals that his father originally left him
in 1905 when he was Jjust twelve VEars th. He managed this by
sl 1ing his inherited land and moving in with his father—in-1aw
who agave him 170 decimals after he married.

Tn Kalampur 66% of the Large farm class households have
increased their land holdings bevond what they had inherited from
their fathers. Among Small farm class households 3% also
increased their land holdings, as did 30% of the Marginal farm

e:lass households,
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Among Large farm class households in Kalampur, the average
nunber of decimals cwned has increased 15% over what was
inherited. The respective figure for Small farm class
hoauseholds is S0% and for Marginal farm class households is 13%.

Im Jalsha Horohissa, there has been a parallel increasze in
the amount of land presently cwned over the amount of land
inherited. ALl thres of the Large farm class households in the
sample have increased their land holdings.  Among Small farm
class houwszeholds, 63% have more land now than they inherited,
whereas only 10U of the Marginal farm class households have
increased theiv holdings.

The amount of land presently owned by the three Large farm
rlass housebolds in Jalsha hazs grown by 78% since inheritance.
The: Small farm class households now own an average of 237 more
land than they inherited,but among Marginal farm class
houwsehalda, the dinorease is only 2%,

Overall, in both Kalampae and Jalsha, 5074 of all households
in the sanple, regafdl@gﬁ of farm class, have increased the
amouwnt of land presently owned over their inheritance. 0On the
other hand, S0Y of all households in the sample have either
maintained or lost some of the land they inherited. With regard
to the specific amount of land owned, there is only & slight
difference between the two villages. In Kalampur there has been
an average increase in the amount of land held by each household
i the sample of 26%.  In Jalsha the average increase in land
held is J4%.

It Kalampuwr and Jalsha two opposing trends —— land

fragmentation and land consolidation —— are revealed through the
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L.and Use Survey data. Although the general model of land
inheritance suggests that, in two or three generations, all of
the sample households would have become Marginal {(if not
landless), there are other forces at work, including 1and
prrrchases ., (and sales, dowsries, and gifts that atfect the amount
of land available for inheritance by the nest gerneration.

Moreover, & comprehensive analvsis aof land acguisition and
fragmentation should take inte account the developmental cycle of
the household {(including the age of the household head, the ages
Fothe male and female children eligible for inheritance, and the
family's current socio-economic status). Faor instance, there are
a few casee in which zample household heads have not inherited
ary land.  This may mean that there is no land for them to
tnherit or it may mearn that their father’'s have not vet died or
aiven up their lands to theilr children. This, in turn, obviously
influences their own children's chances for inberitance.

A potentially ominous implication of the datz on 1and
holdings, inheritance, and acquiszition follows from the ability
of Large farm clase houssholds te increase their share of the
village lands. Since no "pioneer" lands are available for
settlement in Kalampur or Jalsha, the current pattern of
inequality in Jand holdings may worsen in future years. On the
ather hand, the Large farm class households have generally older

teads and are farther along the developaental cyecle than are the

o
<)

mall and Maroinal farm clase household

]

"
T

As a result, the Large
tarm classe householdes may pass into the next inheritance phase
when the Small and Large households in the sample are still able

to work at ewpanding their holdings.
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The complex relationship among the variables involved in this
continuing transition in 1land holdings in Kalampur and Jalsha

also muset take into account the rale of family memberse outside of

the household itaeslf. This brrings us to the final comporent of

our analvsis of the farming systems in tnese two communities. In

the next chapter we shall discuss in detail the circumstances of
migration for Kalampur and Jalsha and then consider its

implications far their farming svystems.
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CHAPTER &

MIGRATION AND FARMING SYSTEMS

In this chapter we shall examine migration as the final
comporient of ouwr general framework for the analysie of farming
systems in Choto Kalampur and Jalsha Borohissa. Hecause migration
has been the ohject of many studies, few af which are directly
concerned with agricultuwral problems, we shall begin the
discussion with a brief review of the literature on migration in
Asia.  Thern we snall dizcuss the data base for the study of
migrants who bave moved into and out of the two sample

comcuri ties. At that point we can twn our attention to the
ratterns of movemente found amorig the migrante, aslwall as their
demographic and social —~economn o characteristics. An analvsie of
migration to and from the two villages in terms of farm class
categoriss will give some perapective on the linkages between
migration and farming systems. The chapter concludes with a few

cast histories for the migrants of Kalampur and Jalsha.

MIGRATION IM ASIA: A REVIEW
The impact of population growth and movement in developing
courtries is hignly visible and has, in recent vears, become a
area of concern for dwvelmpmenﬁ planners and politicians. The

related literature is remarkable in terms of its extent and
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diversity. For the purposes of this review, an emphasie has been
placed on the Asian literature and it has been divided tnto
several overlapping categories; characteristics of migrants,
derterminants of wigration, patterns of population movement,
tonsequences of migration, and migration and devel opment .
CHARACTERISTICS (OF MIGRAMTS

The charatteristics of migrants is a consideration which has
Torng held the attention of migration researchers. The ages at
which most migration takes place are 159-24 for males and 20-24
for females (Simmons et al. 1977). This circumstance has been
ruplained as a response tio employment opportunities, the tendency
for vow g people to be gager for new experiences, dissatisfaction
with the family sitQatimn, and a tradition of young males leaving
home in search of cash for bride price (ef. Soon 1949;
Frachuabmoh and Tirasawat, 1972 Wen Lang 1972). Sex is another
characteriatic which has received considerable attention from
migration researchers. The general tremd reflects a bias toward
male migrants {cf. Eames 194693 Sternstein 1974). However, Pryor
P1969) , TURA (1976), and Ulack (197%) suggest that in the age
cobtort 1519 years, there tends to be more female migrants. Fryor
has further suggested that “females temd to predominate in short
distance moves and in the 1ater stages of development of a
migration stream, while males tend to predominate in long
dietance and ploneering maves, and in the earlier stages of the
devel opment of a migration stream" 119469:465). Differences in
migration patterns based on sex have constituted an important
nart of migration BUFNVEVS, hhwever, little attempt has beern made

to explain the relevance of sex differentials in terms of its
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effects on birthrate, employment, social structure or land
terure.

Education and/or skill level is another variable which has
heen studied and contrary to expectations, education level is
positively correlated to migratory tendencies. Greenwood (1971)
ard Connell et al. (1976) have demonstrated this tendency in
India, while Prachuabmohl (1972) has shown similar results for
Thailand and Malavsia. Prachuabmoh and Tirasawat (1972) have
further shown that in Thailend, individuals of lower occupation
levels tend to be less mobile. Similar findings have been found
by Richards (1972) for India and Laguain (1772a 1972b) for the
Fhilippines. Stoekel et al. (1972), MWen Lang (1972) and Visaria
(1972) have demonstrated that movement of individuals is closely
correlated with accupation. Bogue and Zachariah (1943), on the
cther hand, have emphasized the preponderance of migrants who are
emploved in low status Jobs.

Finship and ethricity play a major role in migration
patterning.  Families perform a supportive role at both the place
of origin and the place of destination in terms of information,
howsing, emplovment contacts and care for family members left
behind (cf. Baneriee 1983; Bruner 1961; Eames, 19473 Simking and
Mernstedt 1971).  Textor {(1954) and Speare (1971) have
demornetrated the role ethrnicity plays in determining the social
network of migrants at their destination.

DETERMINANTS OF MIGRATION

The literature regarding factors which account for migration

can be subdivided into several categories. Economic influences

mav be structural, that is, the political ecornoony of the country,
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land distribution, agricultural productivity have maior impacts
o migratory behavior., Alternatively, intervention in terms of
modern technology and the mechanization of agriculture, have
resulted in anemploymernt arnd i wcome differentials which are
assoct ated with migration. MNon-economic influences include
social change and contlict, ecological change, and population
arowth.

By viewing the world as an open system, it ig necescary to
consider the effects of the world economic system and
;nternatiunal investment on migration in individual nations. Only
a few authors have attespted an analysis of migration on this
macro level (cf. Cummings 19743 Reforma 19723 Withinghton 1967).

Land distribution and agricultuwral production, on the other
hand, have received considerable attention as structural
determinantse of migratory behavior. Population pressure, land
cwnerehip differentiale, regional productivity and economic
growth are all variables which have been discussed as determinant
factors in the migration decision-making process. (cf. Castillo
1972: TURA 19743 SBicat 1972; Wertheim 1944).

The affects of modern techrnolaogy, the.mechanizatinn ot
agricultuwe, and the Green Revolution have also bren discuesed
extensively by migration scholars (cf. Caztillo, 1972
Frachuobaoh and Tirssawat 19723 Visaria 19723 Widiojo 1944). The
interrelationship between economic opportunity, income
differentiale and migration has been emphasized. Pryor (1949)

argues that:
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The level of scoromic development of a country is
integrally linked with the rature and magnrituwde of
emnployment. opportunities, and positive growth in these
spheres ie causally related to the initiation and
development of migration patterns (Pryor 1949:74 quoted in

Simmons et al. 1977).

Lewia (1994), Fei and Ranis (1961) , and Kwok and Singh (1981)
have discussed the positive correlation hetween emplovment
opportunities, increasing waye differentiale and migration. In
the same vein, Harris and Todaro (1970) and Ohachi (1980) have
demonstrated the effect of expected wealth differentials on
migiratory behavior as a mechanism for explaining continued
migration to areas of high unemployment. Siaastad (19462) has
consildered migratory behavior through cozt-benefit analysis,
Following this Jead, a rumber of recearchers have demonstrated
not only the effects of wange differentiale on promoting migration
but aleo the existence of ircome thresholds below which migration
te unlikely to take place {cf. DeVorets 1972; Goldstein 1972;
Freenwood, 19711 Mendora-FPascual 19643 Padki 19643 Sternstein
1974: Speare 1970; Textor 1954). Altmrnatjvely, some studies show
that poverty at the place of origin provided the impetus to
miarate (of, Gawre and Mepsl 194623 Fadbi 1984). Often these two
approaches are combined to oroduce a "push-pull" aporgach to
migration which emphasizes the effects of "pull” on in-migration
ared "oush" on out-migration (cf. Chauwdhury, 1979 1983; Goldstein

1972: SBarkar 1980).
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Recent interest in decision-making as a rational process has
resulted in extensive research into both micro amd macro aspecte
af migration decision-making (cf. Banerjse 1981; Frown and
Saunders 19813 Choi 19813 De Jong and Gardener, 198la 198iby De
Jorg and Fawecett 1981; De Jong and Harbison 19813 Gardner 1981y
Boodman 19813 Haberkorn, 1981: Indhapanye 19803 Mekta 1982: Ward
1981 Zablan, 1983).

Simmore et al. (1977) have suggested that non-econamic
influsnces on migration include social change and conflict,
ecological change and population growth . Folitical conflict and
rebellion has been discusssd as = major influernces on the
migration patterns of Asia (cf. Goodman 19733 "=Nicoll, 1948j
Sandhun 1964) . Social conflict within the village has been
considered by Dessaint (1971) a5 a contributing force in
minration in Thailand. Similarly, Sripraphai and Sripraphai
(19d0) have considered the social , peychological and el ogical
pttecte of migration in a villaar in Thailand. Little research
fiaa heen done, however, on the sffects of political and
wlealooicsl differences @ migration choices.

Ecological change has been considered by Fhillips (19%59) and
Uartheim (1944) in terms of wptl changes due to human
intervention.,  Simmons et al. (1977) have briefly mentioned the
efferts of defoliation and flonding. Soemarwobto (1981) has
coneldered ecological effects in terme of Carrving capacity.

Fopulation pressare has been discussed as a majcor determinant
ot migration, however, feo studies Rawve actually defined
popalation pressare or consteoctsd methodologies which enable the

rescarchers to measure and analyze it. (cf. Cunningham 1974;
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Dessaint 19717 Baur and Mepal 1962; Mendoza-Pascual 19463 Ulack
1972)
FATTERNS OF POPULATION MOVEMENT

A small number of studies have considered the patterns of
population movement by mapping the location of origin and
destination of migrants. This approach provides information
concerning the phyeical location of prople and the movement of
population theough time and space (of. Dasgupta 19823 Hugo 19783
Frvor 1969). Often details of migration patterns are found
included in mors general studies, incorporated with information
about other aspects of migration (cf. Effendi 19773 Kim 1982
Oberal 1979: Pernia 19795 Prasarthual 1977; Premi 19803 Tirasawat
and Motlr 1982).

Scme studies, concerned with patterns of popul ation movement,
have addressed the issues of stage migration, in which migrants
Vive first in sealler wrhan cerntsers before finally moving inta
Varger citires.  Others have congidered retwrn cigration and
cvelical migration (cf. Choi 1984; Goldstein 1978; Goldstein and
Goldetein 1980: Hansen 19793 Laquian 1982:; Lee 19803 Mantra 1981,
MobGee 1971a 1971b: Prachuabooh and Tirasawat 19727 Textor 1956).
COMSEQUENMCES OF MIGRATION )

Moet of tihe egarly research stressed economic and social
aspects of maration, especially as they applied to the migrants
themsel ves.,  Simmone et al. (1977) after a careful consideration
of the existing literature identified a need for research on the
conssquences of migration.

Although many articles detail the demographic characteristics

sf migrants, few of those reviewed carry the analysis a step
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further to compare the "before" and "after” conditione in the
place of origin...many of the same guestions concerning the
efftects of migration on the place of origin can be posed for the
nlace of destination...the research has generally been weabk in

providing answers on consequences at elther end of the migration

etream (Stomons et al. 1977:50-460),

zarch concerning the impact of migration on place of
certgin included data about socio-—-cultural effects, especially in
terme of fortil tv and modermization (cf. Goldstein 19713
Goldsestein and Tirasawat 1972y Schnaiberg 1970), and sconomic
etfects, theouwgh ramittances (cf. Gaw and Mepal 194623 Hart,
1271 Fadki 19643 Visaria 1972 .

Changes in the denographic profile and the effects of those
changes on ecanomtc opportunities at the place of destingtion
have besn canstdered by Breenwood (1971) , Mendora-Pascual (1966) ,
Bogue and Zachariah (19473), Simkins and Wernstedt (1971) ),
Tanacantiamy (19468) , and Thomas and Block (1970).  Fertility of
miarants has oeen considered by Hendercshot (1971), Gold=tein
1971) and the pesvehological and sociat effects of dizlocation on
e arants has beern studied by Speare (1971), Laguian (1973a
1R720y, MoBee (1973), Stome (1977, Werthein (1964), (1973%),
Werthein (1964) , and Withington (1947) .

Fecently, an extensive Literature. has developed in all of

theme are

4 E Comparative ctudies of the effects of migration on

bhe difterential farbility of miarants and non-migrants have besn
presented (obs abdud el 1978y Rack, 1981y Goldstein 1978a 1970

Galdetern ared Goldstern 1981, 19835 Goldstein, Beldastein and

Promaronncka 1907y Harbreor and Wes shaar 1981 Hidav 1978 Magnani ,

P
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Hawleyv and Shachman, 1979y Oey 1978y Stanbope, Frior and Harding
1981y Suvorna, 1900 Tuladhae and Stosckel 1982).  Other
revearchers fave used case meterials to test hvootheses and
ety af resroductive response to migration {cf.  Morada 19803
e 1981y Singh, Yadava and Yadava 1981).  Similarly,
information on the consequences of renittances has increased
dramatical bv (cf. Cormell 1980 Easterlin 19803 Hadi 19823 Hugm;
Gi-aeme 1983 Lipton 19805 Oberal and Singh 1980&, 19806 1981a;y
Fotte 19d1) .,

A marvo approach to the consequences of migration has
addresesd the tmpact of population movemernt on society and the
sronomy (cf. Eames 19493 Easterlin 193803 Goldscheider, 1984a;
Hanmaen 1977 1979 MoGee 1973, Padlki 19443 Prayor, 19813 United
Matione Report 15980 190, 19492,). Similarly, a recent concern
with the interaction of migration and development programming has
resulted dn a burgeorning of the literature in this area (of.
Falan 1981 Easterlin 19803 Findley 19823 Fuguwtt 19793 Goldstein
1979 198%: Hansen, 1977; Joneé and Richter 19813 Lim and Gosling
197%; Oherat and Sinab 1981b; FPadilla 19823 Prayor 1979; Rhoda
1980 Rogers and Williamson 1982 Tirasawat and Mercado 1982).
MIGERATTON IN BEANGLADESH ‘

Tnformation about population movement in Rangladesh tends to
be of a more ercvclopedic nature, uwsually found in volumes
containing gereral intormation about the country and its people
(of. Alamgrr 19873 Chaowdhury, Aziz and Shaikh, 194693 Urmited
Mations report 1981) . Stoskel et al. (1972) have considered the
moaratiaon patterns of Rangladeshi professionals and Khan (1982),

i shran and Rowe (1980) , and Obhaitdullah (1979) have traced
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patterns of population movement primarily from rural to urban
areas.  Shamsuddin (1978) has provided information regaraing
characteristics of migrante and the effects of migration on
industrialization and whanization in Harngladesh 's metropolitan
centera. Chaudhury (1979) has considered population movement at
the level of both the village and the individual, testing a
number of hypotheses concerning the impact of "push" and "pull®
Factors.
FLUIRAL -RURAL AND MARRIAGE MIGRATION

The bulk of migration literatuwre is concerned with
rural ~urban migration. Ornly a few authors have coneidered the
clircumstances swirownding rural —rural population movements and
this type of dats ie most often oreserted within the contesxt of a
mor e general discussion on migration (cf. Abeveekera 1984,
Himbiirne and Wernetedt 1971 Tangoantiang, 19468 Thomas and Block:
L2970 Wertheim 1944y Withington, 1947). Furthermore, most studies
Frave emphacyzed male wiagration, although & few have considered
we differcntials 1o omigration patterning.  Usually, however,
female are not discussed as a distinet migrant group, rather they
e coneydered vig-a-vie their male counterparts (cf. Eames 1969
Goldscheider 1984by Kim 19723 Pryvor 19693 Singh 197Q; Ulack
192779 . Haymundd (1982) and Prampiti (1982) have discussed female
migration in terms of its effects on tertility and mortality,
whiile Smith (1981) has considered the female component of the
Vabior market in urban Indonesia and Thailand.  Shabh and Smi th
19810 have presented cross—-cultural census data comparing
characterictios of mgrant and nor-migrant women in Indonesia,

Korea, Malaysia, Pakistan and Thailand.
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Very little literature existe concerning female marriage
migration despite the suggestion by Cormnell et al. (1974) that
"this is perhaps the most general (oF at least the most constant)
cause aof migration from villages" {(pp 49). EBose (1967) suggestedd
that marriage migration was a pramary component in Indian
migration patlterns. Libhee and Sopher (1972) have similarly
argued that, for rural India, approximately 30% of rural women do
not Tive in their natal villages, Furthermore, they have shown
that the modal dizstance between natal and resident village ia 20
Em. Dasgupte (1987 has discucsed female marriage migration as &
maor category in his study of migration dyrnamics in India.
Thadanti and Todaro (1978) have argued that for females, mareiage
migration provides an alternative avenwe to economic improvement.,

which 18 not available to males.

THE MIGRATION STUDY DATA BASE

In crder to examive the role of migration in the farming
systems ot Kalanpur and Jalsha, we had to carry out a multi-stage
approach to data gathering.  First, guestions were included in
the Housebold Survey to tdentify all siblings of the housshold
Fead who resided outside of the hmueehuld'and to identify all
chiddeen of the household head who resided oubside of the
honsetinid.  Gubseqguent iy, an analvsis of the residential location
of theses "outsiders" allowed the crestion of a Iist of perzons
wheo could be classtfied as "out-mgrante" for each village. In
order to create the list of "insmigrants" 1t was only necessary
to recard the place of birth or origin of all persons canvassed

in the Houvsehold B vy, In this manner, a master list was
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constructed of persone who might be located and imterviewed. This
master list contained 46 in-migrants and 595 out-migrants for
Kalanpur and 48 in-migrants and 45 out=rigrants for Jalsha.
During more than wne vear of tieldwork, it was possible to locate
and interview 44 in-migrants and 49 out-migrants for Kalampur and
44 Arn-migrante and 37 out-migrants for Jaleha., FEach of the
pereons located was asked to respond to a lengthy Migration

Surrvey ., In effect, we gathered information on these migrants

househiold with which they are affiliated either ag siblings or
children. Thus, data from both the Houselold Suwrvey and the

Migration Survey will be used in the analvsis below.

MIGHRATION PATTERNS

Migrante represent an important aspece of the "extended
community” within which agriculturalists operate. Migration
evtends the families of the farming households throughout a
potentially wide aeographical fhace asz well as over a long time
FreEr s ol Individuale move in and out of the farm houvuseholds at
hfferent points in the developmental cyele of the household
tdepending on their age, &%, and other characteristics. The
pattern of the movensrtes may influence farming svstems directly
cr dndirectly, especially inscfar as they are involved or
Excluded from access to the land, control over its plarnting and
blarvestiog, and berefit from the foods groun or cash surplus

genarated.
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THE SPATIAL DIMENSION

EALAMELUIR OUT-MIGRANTS

Amang the 55 individuales identified as out-migrants from
Kalampur, 62 moves had been made by the time of the Migration
Survey.  Clearly, rnearly all individuals (877%) made orly ane
migration move, while a few (8%) made two moves, and even fewer
(6EY made three or more moves.,  What ie interesting abhouwh the
pattern of moves 1s that not all ovt-migrants started their
migration careers in Haelampur. Although nearly all (88%) were
Borne and rarsed in the village, some (12%) had come as
ontemgrants from eleewhere to live for a period in Kalampur and
than subseauently moved out of Kalampur.  Most of the moves made
by bhe Kalampur out-migrants have been of relatively short
distances and have been to other communities in the immediate
Dhamrat Wpazilla.  Analvsise of the migration flow shows that 77%
of the moves are village to village and only 10% are village to
caty.

JALSHA QUT-MIGRAMTS

The 57 out-migrante from Jalsha had made a total of 55 noves
By the time of t - cration Survey.  0F this cumber, 89% were
Jaleha.  Most (734 of the moves were within the Dhamrai Upazilla
V9% were to obther towns or villages bevord Dhamrai but still
within Dhaka District. and 9% were to the ervirons of Dhaka ity.
About bead £ 510 of the moves were village to village, while 31%
wire 1 llage o amall town, and 19% were village to ity
Fiethermore, the pattern of step migration in the case of

Kalampur appears to be absent for Jalsha out-m grants.
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FALAMFUR IN-MIGRANTS

Amang the 44 in-migrants interviewed in Kalampur the total
number of moves was 46, 3F this number 9% were first-time moves
and only 4% were semcond-moves.  None of these individuales came
fron outside the boundaries of Dhaka District, and of these B4%
came from villages in Dhaka District, 11% from within Dhamrai
Upazilla, amd at least one from Dhaka city. Nearly all (98%) of
the moves among thise in-migrant group were viilage to village.

JEBLEHA TN-MIGRANTS

The 44 drn-migrants to Jalsha made a total of 53 movess, of
which 84% were firet-time moves. Only 7% were second moves and
7h o third moves. Most of the moves were for relatively short
distances.  Eighty per cent of the first moves were from within
Dhamrai Upazilla and 20% were from within the remaining sections
of Dhaka District, Mearly all (91%) of the moves were made
directly to Jalsha without intervening stages.
THE TEMPORAL DIMEMSITON

Given the age distribution of the populations of kal ampur and
salehs, it would be swprising if many wmigrants had moved into or

out of the

communities in decades long past. In fact, among
Falampur out-migrants 27% of their moves veowrred during the
1970s and 26% during the 1980s. For the Jaleha out-migrants 45%
of thelr moves were made duriing the 1970s while 29% occurred in
the +iret half of the 1980s. For Kalampur in—-migrants 35% of
their moves occurred during the decade of the 19708, 17% during
the 19508 and another (7% during the 1940s. For the Jalsha
in-migrarts 307 of their moves occurred during the 1970s and a

similar percentage in the 19%50s, with only 11%4 in the 194604.
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I summarizing the information regarding migratior patterns,
we may say that the migrants from both villages emphasize rural
to rural movements, especially within the Dhamrai Upazilla and
the Dhaka District boundaries, and that most of their moves have
heen in recent decades.

CHAFRACTERISTICS OF IN-MIGRANTS

In this section we shall briefly suwnmarize the

characteristics of the in-migrante to both Kalampur and Jalsha.
. -~

SEX

The ir-migrants for both villagzs are predominantly females.
For Kalampw 100% of the in-migrants are females and for Jalsha
the figuere is 32%.

AGE

The most comnon age cohort among the Kalanmpur and the Jalsha
in-migrante ie from age 11 to age 20. Seventyv-two per cent of
tre Halampur in-migrants $all into this cohort as do 87% of the
Jaleba in-migrants.

MERTTAL STATUS

Simce mest of the in-migrante were voung females, it is not
swwrprising that many were moving because of their marriages.
Thie was true for 74% of the sample in Kalampur and 89% in
Jaleha. On the other hand, the relatively soall number of
in-migrant males {(all to Kalampure, incidentally) were unmarried
at the time of their moves.

EDUCATIONAL EVEL

about 11% of the in-migrante to Kalampur and about 17% of
those to Jalsha might be called literate, since they had some

formal education. Although these figures are not abhove the
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national average literacy rate, they are competitive with those
fov the two village populations.

OCCURATIONAL STATUS

A bhe time of their migrations, 74% of the kalampur
in=migrants and 100% of the Jalsha in-migrants were working &s
honsewives, The few male in—-migrants (&1l to Kalampur) were
worbking in agriculture, davlabor, or were attending =choaol.

SOCIAL DIMENSIONS OF MIGRATIOM

The in-migrants to both communities tended to go alone from
their places of origin to Kalampur and Jalsha., In effect, the
vourig women becoming wives were Jjoining new families while
leaving their parents’ household behind. The continuing
relationship with those households of origin is reflected in the
ruabier of visits made by these female migrants to their parents
gach vesr .  Although some women viseit their parents once a month,
the most common pattern in Kalampur is one visit per year (28%)

-r

and in Jalsha twice a yveas (34%), and 134 of the Kalampw and 25%
ot the Jalsha in-migrants made no vieite in the vear prior to the
Migration Suwvey. This pattern of home visits have been retferrad
to in the literature on Rangl adesh rural migration as "mnaior."
foccord g to Chawdhuwey and Abmeed (1960:2?), & village woman
"wisite her parentse usually once or twice a year.... Sometimes,
she mioght stay for monthse at & time. Her husband does not
accompany her on these visitsy but be may go to see her. A rural
married woman also looks forward to naior. To her it is a
vacation. Furdah is more relazed in & woman's parental home, she

has greater mobility and no household chores.”
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CHARACTERISTICS OF QUT-MIGRAMTS

In this section we shall brisfly summarize the
characteristice of the out-migrants from both Kalampur and
Jaleha.

GEX

The out-migrants from both villages are predominantly
tenales. For Kalampur 80% of the out-migrants are females and
for Jaleha the figure is 7&%.

AGE

The most common age cohort amarg the Kalampur and the Jalsha
out-migrants ie from age 1! to age 20. Seventy per cent of the
Falampur out-migrants fall into this cohort as do 58% of the
Jalsha out-migrants.

MARTTALL STATUS

Since most of the out-migrants were voung females, it is not
sUFnrising that many were moving because of their martiages.
This was true for B84% of the sample in Kalampur and 897 in
Jalaha.

EDUCATIONAL LEVEL

About 374 of the cut-migrants from Kalampur and about S87 of
those to Jaleha might be called literate,‘since they had =zome
formal education. These figures are above the natiecnal average
hteracy rate, and suggest positive educational selectivity for
the migrants leaving these two village populations.

OLCUPAT IONAL. STATUS

At the time of their migrations, 827 of the Ealampur
out-migrants and 93% of the Jaloha out-migrants were working.

Bince most of the cut-migrants were females, the most common
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ococupation was that of housewife. The majority of the male
migrants from Kalampur and Jalsha were emploved in the $erviées,
although about 13% were without a job at the time of their
migration.

SOCTAL DIMENSIONS OF MIGRATION

e

In Kalampuwr 72% of the out-migrants had no children at the
time of their moves, 1324 left their wives and children behind,
and 157 took their famlies with thenm. In Jalsha the comparable
figures 62%, 314, and 7%, Irn only a few cases in Falampur and
norer in Jdalsha were the migrants accompanied by parents,
siblings, or other relatives. The usual explanation given by the
migrants for leaving their wives and/sor families in the village
was the lack of accomodations in the places of destination. At
the time of their out-migration the families tended o be still

relatively small -— there were three persons or less in about

frald of the Kalampuwr and Jalsha cases. It is interesting that
about 2% of the father's of the out-migrante had alveady died
before the time of their moves. OFf the fathers still alive at
the time of their child s vut-migration, most were in the age
41-50 cohort.  Finally, regarding the question of home visits
among the out-migrants, it appears to he a strong pattern. One
third of the ocut-migrants from Kalampur report that they visit
biome abiout fouwr times a year and some 45% of those from Jalsha
alao claim four visite per year. Thus, it appears that the
oub-migrants from both communities have retained somewhat
steonger ties to their homes and families (patrilineal
sffiliations) than have the in-migrants to these same

communities.
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MIGRATION AND FARM CLASS CATEGORIES

As we stated earlier, the characteristice of farm households
depend on those who are present as well as on those who are no
lomger there to participate in the housshold endeavors. The
Household Survey provided data for assessing the numbers of
individuals who might heave remained in the sample households but
moved out -- some to other sections of the same villages and
atill others to different communities. In this section we offer
an analyvsis of the =situation of the three farm class categories
with respect to ouwtside siblings and outeide children.
STHLINGS OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS

In Ealampur the 34 household heads in the sample had a total
af 77 wiblings (44 brothers and 33 sisters) who were living
cuteide of the head’'s household at the time of the Household
Burvey. For the 34 households in Jalsha there were 64 siblings
(2% brothers and 37 sistere) in similar circumstarnces. AL the
same time there were only two head's brothers and two head's
aisters living within the sample households in Hal ampur and there
were only five head's brothers and just two head’'s sisters among
the sample households in Jalsha., MNearly all of thess outside
siblinge are married adults (87% in Kalampur and 94% in Jalsha).

Examination of the distribution of these siblings by
destination reveals that in FKalampur 28 of the head's brothers
ive elsewhere within the community and 16 have migrated to
ancther place, whereas only 3 of the head's =sisters live
el sewhere in the community while 30 have emigrated. For Jalsha
the figures are comparable.  Among the head's brothere, 23 are

still in Jalsha while & have emiorated; among the head's sisters,
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orly 7 are in the village while 30 have left. Thus, for the
generation of the siblings of the sample household heads, the
traditional pattern of village exogamy was etrong and the
Gatrilinesl and patrilocal bisses in the rural society alsp
tended to keen the males in their hone villages.

When we examine these data in terme of farm class categories,
28 presented in Table 6.1, there are few noteworthy differences
among the farm ol asses in the twe villages. Women leave their
natal communities while men simply create another househol d
within the community in about the expected proportions for Large,
Small, and even Marginal households. The only interesting
deviations from this gereral scheme might be amony the Marginal
males in Kalampur, who leave a bit nore than one might expect,
and amang the Marginal females in Jaleha, who remain in the
commurdty & bit more tham ene might expect. In both instances,
however . the sample sires are too small to permit mearingful

statistical examination of these possible differonces.



FARM
CLASS

LARGE

SHMALL

HARGINAL

TOTALS

FARM
CLASS

LARGE

SHALL

MARGINAL

TQTALS

TABLE 6.1 OUTSIDE AND MIGRANT SIBLINGS OF

HOUSEHOLD HEADS:

BEROTHERS
LIVING IN
VILLAGE

BROTHERS
LIVING IN
VILLAGE

t

10

KALAMPUR AND JALSHA
KARLAMPUR
BROTHERS EISTERS SISTERS
OUTSIDE LIVING IN QUTSIDE
YILLAGE YILLAGE YILLAGE
2 v 10
3 2 &
11 i 14
16 3 30
JALSHA
BROTHERS  SISTERS SISTERS
OUTSIDE  LIVING IN OUTSIDE
VILLAGE VILLAGE VILLAGE
0 0 2
3 1 i8
3 6 10
& 7 30

TOTAL

146

41

77

TOTAL

32

31

b6
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CHTLDEEM OF HOUSEHOLLD HEADS
In Kalampur the 34 household heads in the zample had a total
af 24 children (6 sone and 18 davghters) who were living outside

of the head’'s housebtold at the time of the Household Survey. For

e

the 34 howseholds in Jalsha there were 22 children (7 sons and 15
daughters) in similar circumstances. Almost all of these outeide
children were marrieds; all 24 in Kalampur were mnarried and 20 of
the 22 in Jalsha were married Clust twe males were single). At
the same time, there were 8 married =ons (All with wives and
children) as well as 3 married daughters (all without spouse or
childrern) living within the sample households in Kalampur. In
Jaleha there also were 8 married soms (all with wives and
children) but ro mareied daughters in the sample households.
Examination of the distribution of these children by
destination reveals that in Kalampur 3 of the head’'s sons live
elepwhere in the community and three have emigrated, whereas 5 of
the head s dawghters reside in Kalampur while 13 have emigrated.
Far Jdalsha the figures are esven onore shifted away from the
traditional patteen, although the sample sizes are rather small
o judge the statistical significance of the distribution. There
are J head's sons living el sewhers within.the community and 5 who
have emigrated, while 7 head's daughters live in Jalsha and 8
have emigrated. Tt appears that the traditional pattern of
patrilocality and villaoge exogamy -—- stil] strong in the
generation of the household heads and their siblings —-— is
nossibly weakening in the generation of the household head's

childeen.
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When we examine thesze data in terms of farm classes, as
presented in Table 6.2, there are no significart differences

among the Large, Small, and Marrginal categories. It does appear

that perhaps the Marginal farm clase households are
overrepresented in regard to the proportion of their head’'s zons
and daughters who are outside the househol d as well as outside
the village, but because the cell sizes areiﬁmall ore must not
dwell on the issue.

In order to get a better view of the situation of the
geEneration of the children of the household heads, it is

.

necessary to include in the discussion the rest of the heads’
children -- i,e., those still at home ard unmarried. In
Kalampur , there are & total of 101 vwrmarried children (48 bovs
and S5 0irls) and in Jalsha there are 88 unmarried children (43

bovs and 39 girls)., In the event that the traditiomnal pattern of
patrilocality and village exogamy 15 on the declinge —— and
certainly these children are likely to see the behavior of their
alder brothers and sicters as o reasonable model for their own
clecd i oneg - then one can anticipate that a csubstantial nuwber of
females are likely to be married within their own community in

the rnext decade or =o. At the came time, more men than in

earlier vears argp likely to leave home as emnigrants.
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]
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When we recall the discussion of inheritance patterns and
land uee {(see Chapter £), it should be clear that women who
remain in their home conmunities are less likely than in earlier
generations to entrust to their male rélativms their share of
inheritances and consequent food and cash surplus produced from
those lands. Moreover, if they do make increased claims on thejr
father ‘s lands throuwgh irheritance, then it will likely reduce
the average holdinos for &1l family members within the
generation.  For instance, i+ just half of the unmareied girls in
Kalampur sample touseholds get narried and remain in the
cammunity (as is the pattern in Jalsha already), then this might
reduce the land holdings of their brothers who stay at home by
about 239, The only possible counterbalance to such a trend
would be that the increased number of sone who leave the
commurity would forego their claims to the land. and this sRems
unlikely.

I sum, the 1mmedi ate future of farming in Kalampur and
Jalsha is closely tied to the ehifting demographic patterns
revesled through migration flows into and bevord the communities.

MIGRATION CASE HISTORIES

MOZAFFAR HOB8ATN, age 31, was born in Haluapara village in
Dhvame-ad Upazilla.  He was one of four sons and sis daughters of
Meo Zainal Abedin., He attended school up to the Primary VII
class and then began agricultural work. A6t the age of 16 he went
off to Shantinagar village in Mymensingh as hired agricultural
tabior.  Subseguently he got a job as manager of an oil mill in
Falampur when he was 21, He has been living in Kalampur for the

past ten years, wheire he has built a tin house and hecome
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marrigd.  His incone has now reached &00/ - Taka per manth.

ALl of Morxaffar's moves have been village to village and all
were made when he was unmarried. During his time in Shantinagar
he was unable to send money help o his family, but since coming
to Ealampur he has been able to send about 150/~ Taka per month
teo hig father. He visits hone once a vear A ffter his father 's
death, he recerved & shars of the land as ar inheritance. He got
12 deciaale of the 48 decimals that wers divided among the four
sons: none of the six daughters wers given any land. Since all
of the sone have Smigrated from their kome cammunity, all 48
decimals are bhsing managed by their uncle. According to
Mosattar, none of the sors o daughters receive any money or fouod
from the land s productiony the uncle kepe it.

FOREDA KHANAM, age 40, was born in Boan Reari village in
Batwria Uparilla, under Dhaba District. Her father Zainuwddin had
five daughters and two sons. Zobieda, who never had any formal
schooling, was marrisd at age 12 and sent off to Gamggoutia
villaoge in Dhaba Dieterict. Her husband died when she was anly 14
and wo she went back to her father ‘s houss in Hoan Bari. B8he was

reried of £ again at the age of 30 and moved to Jaleha to 1ive

G

with her second husbarnd. Her father has died but she still
maintarine contact with her parental home, which she tries to
visit two or three times sach W

AL af her sislers have also been married and left the
rarental home to other villages in the Dhaka District. Hoth of

bier brothers are aleo oaarried. Mo two sisters—in-law have come

from other District villages to be in Boan Bari. Hes father owned
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156 decimals of land which was divided evenly between the two
brotheras &ll of the sisters were deprived of their share of the

inheritance.

SALTMUDDIN, age 35, waz born in Julsha as one of three BOMS
and a daughter of Kosimuddin, He was in school long enough to
receive a Secondary School Certificate. Hie first migration move
took place when he was 22 vears ald, after he was already married
and had orie son. He took a djob in the police service in Dhake
city.  HBecsuse of inadeguate accomodations for his family, he
made the move alone. His wife and child stayed behind to keep
wiateh over his propecty.

He has made & total of eight moves in the last iS vearas., From
Dhaka e was transferred to Fajshahi, then Chittagong, Rangamati ,
Mymensong . Jamalpur, Sherpur, and finally Malitabari. He and his
wife and childeren (mow numbering two sons and a daughter) have
hern able to live together during hie time in Sherpur and in
Malitabeari. He continues to visit Jalsna four or five times per
VERar

While a member of the police force his incoms has risern
steadily from an initial 140/~ Taka per o month to about 1800/-Taka
per morth. Although he could nat afford to send money home
during his first two moves, since then he has sent frrom 200 to
A0 taka monthly for their maintenance. Now that his wife and
children have migrated to be with bim, and his father and mother
have died, he sends only 100 taka monthly to his brothere to pay
them for managing his share of the land. Hig parents had owned

168 decimals which was divided evenly among the three sons (the
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daughter was excluded). Thus, Salimuddin ouns 56 decimals which
ie lomoked after by his nephew faister 's son). He has five plots
altogether: one from hils father of 7 decimals and fowr from hie
mother (totaling 49 decimals). He receives S0% of the crop
without any cost other than what he sends monthly to help with
maraaeaert.  Usually, he rereives about thirteen maunds of rice

ant some other crops.

MURJIAHAN, ags S50, was born in Malai village in Dhamrai
Upazilla. Her father had married her mother, Jaigon Eibi, in
Marii kkgani without his parents’ consent and thern kept the marriage
& secret.  Nuriashan was born after her pargnts had been maried
for three years. Boon thereafter, her father's father discovered
the smecret marriage and disowned his son and denied her as a
member of the family. Mur dabian was taken by her mather to her
mother ‘s parents’ houss, but they were refused. So, motker arnd
daughter went off to Dhaka where they lived ir a slum in Ray
Qawaar near Sat Masiesd. Jaigon Ribi took part-time work at

ceveral houses. They lived there for seven years, and then

Mur jabhan herseld was cent to work as a domestic. Sk worked in
Fhie manner for two vears until her mother took 111 and went home

- finally dying two years later when Nueiahan was only 11 years
nld.

Mur jatkan never had any formal education, but she managed to
Learn to sign her name from the children in the houses where she
labored. She was very clever and picked up much useful knowledge

from the children in the houses.
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Once she went to visit her aunt in Jalsha. A friend of her
aunt eaw her and coon after sent a proposal of marriage in behalf
ot her son Akali. Bo, they were married and Nurjahan moved from
Dhaba to Jalsha at the age of 18 (when Akali was 28).

Pikali was just a day laborer, but he also had &% decimals of
Veard.  There were five percons in the family at that time,
including the parents, two dawghters, and a sister. Ever since
Mur iahan arrived in the Jalsha household, they have tad an
Poproving economic situation in their view., They have had better
tield crope and the cow gave birth to a calf. Thug, Nurjiahan was
constdered "lucky” and her in-laws started loving her.  She
becams very happy dn Jalsha.  She would do the household wor b,
el her husband in various agricul tural chores, and also planted
the vegeltable garden at the homestead. She aleo knew some
handicrafts and was able to find time to make some items to sell
in the market through bes husband. Thus, she made and saved some
money.  From these small funds she bought chickens and created a

tiny poultry farm in Yhe honestead. She even helped her husband

to purchase 20 decimals of land with her savings -~title to which
was Blaced i fer bushand s nane.

Ufortunately, she bore three childrqn but none survived
infancy. 8o her hucband decided —- after 20 vears of marriage to
Mur jabian —— that he should takte a second wife. Now Murjahan ie
not fappy anveore.  The second wife has had three children by her
Fushard and Mor jahan Tookes afte- them as part of her duties. Eut
her hushand doss not cone Lo ber any more.  Now she dees not work
as hard as before nor dops she try to earn money as in the past.

Ae A result her family is going theough hardehip.
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CHAFTER SEVEN
SUMMARY
The analvsis of agricualture in Bangladesh presented in this
report esttends the foocus of "Farming Systems” approaches to
pricompass not Just the farmer (1. e.

, usually the male household

head) hut also the relevant live evperiences of all members of

farming familigs. This brings a broader spatiai framework as
well as a longer time perapective to research on agriculture.

Thug, the present study is not concerned with farming systems
narrowly defined, but deals with what we call farming systems and
the "extended community.” This community is extended both in
time and space, not only through the farmer ‘s life but beyond
==to encompase generations bhefore and after —— as well as across
the geographical arese within which the farmer and members of his
fFamily live. bWe hope to have demonstrated tnat the temporal and
spatial dimensions of farming systems are best understood in this
"extended” context. Farmers' decisions qumt working the land
depend on such characteristics as household composition,
inheritance, and migration -- none of which are usually part of
farming systens approaches to agricultural development.

Just as a careful analysis of agricultural fields shows
seasonal and vearly cycles in crops planted and harvested, so too
wigh farm housetslds.  The labor resources represéntad by a

farmar and hise family depend on the composition pof the household
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at a given moment.  within the "developmental cyvcle of the
domestic group,” even though most agricultuwral researchers have
tended to treat the family as a relatively static social unit.

In the present study, a particular emphasis has been placed

on the praoblem of wigraltion. Since migration involves the
movenent of people an space and in time, it provides the
investigator interested in agriceltural issues with a convenient
and sensitive mechanism for examining the transformations of
Fural households, Fuebhermore, aralysis of dmmeétic devel opment,
cyclas in the contest of migration brings into play the problem

ot dnbheritance and land wse for the present and the future

gerneration of farmers in Bangladesh. The' farming svstem in rural

Py

conmunities corsiste not anly of people wor:ing the land in the
present, but reflects the consequences of actions in the past and
Vimits options for the future.

e bance 1e closely tied Lo migration sirce women who
marey out and others who oigrate for sducational or work purposes
must desl with their share (actual or potential) of the
inheritance from their parentes.  Recause 1and fragmentation can
recsult from observance of Telamic and governmental laws,
agriculturaliste are faced with serious decisions regarding
eposition of their property among sons and daughters.  In thig
cortert . the problen of 1and "managenent! bhecomes important in
oder to keep family plots productive. Some families may become

landless while other

gain lands from generation te gencration in
village situations where no new lands are availlable for

cultivatian.
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Thus, land use in the ruwral sector éan be seen as resulting
from certain combinztions of agricultural practices, economic
conetrainte and opportunities, and social customs such as
inheritance and mgration.  Who has how mech land, where it is
located, and how it is nesd depends on familial history and
rFesources as well as the quality of seed, availability of
fertilicers and trrigation, and the general environmental
conditions cuch as deought or flood.

Famrr CLASE CATEGORIES

b the present study we have followed common practice
Waltace 198437 by dividing agricaltwralists into "classes"
according to the total amount of agricultural land owned. For

Wi divide farming households into three ol asses:

[e15) i PR s e
Margiral , Small, avnd L, crseholds with little or no
agricaltural land (1.e. coan O and 49 decimals or 0.0 and
0,49 acres) are labeled " ginal"s those with more substantial
holings (e, between 50 and 249 decimals or 0.5 and 2.49
acres) are called "Bonall " and those with even areater holdings
e, over 280 decimales or 2.5 acres) are called "Large."
FRAMEWORE FOR AHGLYSTS OF FARMING SYSTEMS

The major conponents of a comprebensive framework include:

Fopulation, Housshold, Migration, Land Acguisition, L.and

)

Ounersbin and Tenancy, Agriculture, and Farm Cl ass

v general , we sugoest that the Population component is the
potnt with which to begin aralyveie.  Data on individuals can then
e meraed dnto a b aher Tevel of analyeis associated with the
Househiolds component.  The Migration component influences the

composition ot the population and households. The Land
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Acquisition compoernceal deals with who obtains how much land
throuwgh what mechanisme.  The Land Dwnership and Tenancy
canponent. involves the control over land by individuals asg
mani festaed throwghont their families and houwseholds.  The
Aariculture comporent combines the environmontal, techneological,
ancl human Labor inputs with production outputs.  Finally, the
Farm Class compornent divides the agriculturaliﬁtﬁ into three
categortes —~Marginal , Small, and Large —-— on the basis aof the
tatal amount of agricaltoral land owned.
THE RESEARCH PRDIECT

The present project developed from a concern for a better
understanding of the relationship between raral pepulation
movements and agricaltuwrsl develooment. By building on nrevious
research o an twe villanes -~ Choto Kalampur and Jalsha Boro Hissa
== an bharerai oo Tla onder Dhaka District where previous
farming systems and aoccial anthropological ressarch has been
carvied ont, Tt was the aie of the current prozect to study in
depth rertain factors whto b lad rot received sufficient
attentt on. In particular, we wished to erxamine the oroblems of
Pand fragmention and Land inheritance as these were related to
wigration. Aoodinibial operating hypothﬁﬁie ur the research
project focussd on the linkage of marriage patterns
tepcryfical by, village erogamy and patrilocal residence) and the
varitabhi ity of land holdines hetwueen men and women.  The approach
to thos probles has fovelved a detailed consideration of
i vidual  and hovsshald variables within a cross-sectional

survey of sanple householde in the two villages.
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FIELD RESEARCH

Field research began in the summer 1984 and continued through
19835, It was determined that a series of survey questionnaires
would be used to acouire the data needed for analyvsis of the
relationships among the principal componente of the framework
described above. The research team designed, pre-tested, and
adintnistered three major swvey questionnaires as part of this
project: (&) Household Suwvey: (b)) Migration Survevs: and {(c¢) Land
Use Survey.

The Household Survey was administered to the household heads

of 34 sample houssholde in Kalampur and 34 sample households in

Jaleha.  This s were selected because they were the same
as those wsed in the earlier project on "The Role of Ruwal Women
iv Technology Adoption.”

The Migration Survey was desigrned to be administered to hoth
ir-mi grants and out~migrants from the sample households in the
two communities.  The potential migrant interviewses were
initially identified from the persons listed on the population

census section of bthe Household Survevw

.
’

In Kalampur, & total of
A6 in-migrants and 49 ouwt-migrants were located and interviewed;
in Jalshea, 44 in-migrants and 37 mut*migﬁantﬁ were done.

The Land Use Survey was administered to all 34 sample
houwsehiolds dn both Kalampur and irn Jalsha. It was intended to
provide plot-uier and season-wise data on crops, seeds,
fertilizers, pecticides, and other aspects of agricultural inputs
and production for the sampole households,

FOPULATION

According to a 1973 census, there were approzimately 1800
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individuales living in 351 households in Kalampur and about 1500
individuals in 203 households in Jalsha. It appears that the
populatione of both communitiss have continued to grow, but no
conpl ete enumeration has been carried out in the paat decade.

D sample suwrvey of 34 householde in each community suggests
that the typical household in Kalampur containe 6.3 persons while
that in Jaleha has 5.5, The average age for the two cample
popul atiane was almost identical —-— 22,46 vears old for the former
arcl 22,9 for the latter. 0Ff those surveved in Kalampur, 54, 4%
are reported to be unmarried, 41.9% narried, 3.3% widowed, and
O.5% divorced.  The parallel figures for Jalsha are 50.0%
nnmareied, 45.2% married, and 4.8% widowed {and none divorced).
These data sugoest that similar demographic processes are at work
i bath comnunities.

Orily 75.8% of our Halampur sample population was born thetres
for Jalsha the figure is 75, 3%. Indeed, the people surveyed in
Falampur and Jalsha represent more than 30 different villages
withio the Dhamrai Upazilla, as well as several located in nearby
Lperill as. If we assume that the proportion of people surveved
who were born el sswhere - in nearly all cases women who come or
aee hecause of mareiage arrangements -—- agprmximates the numbers
who will in twen depart Kalanpur and Jalsha, then about hal$d of
each population would reside outeide the two sainple communities
during their lifetimes.

EDUCATION

While 74.0% of all adults in the Kalampur sample population

were classified as illiterate, 21.3% had some formal schooling up

through Primary (Level &), and 4.7% had gone to high schonl or
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beyond.  For Jalsha, 65.8% of the adult zample is reported to be
illiterate, 25.8% had some formal schooling up tHruugh Primary‘
fLevel B3), and B.3% had gone to High School or bevond.
ECOMOMIC ACTIVITIES

The primary ocoupation of 70% of the heads of household in
Kalampur and 76% of the heads of household in Jalehsa involves
agriculture, i.e., they regularly farm land that they own, rent,
ancl/or sharecrop.

LAMND OWNERSHIF

A typical farm household in Kalampur owns a total of 162
decimals of land spread among nearly nine plots in different
parte of the villags (and even bevond), with a largest plot of
atiout 32 denimals and a smallest plot of about nine decimals.
For the tyvpical fo-mw household, 145 decimals is devoted to
aaricultural purposes and the remaining 17 decimals to the
hunestead and other nor-agricultural activities,

In Jalsha the typicel farm household owns about 122 decimals
N

of land spread amorg sisx plots, with the largest having about 33
decimale and the emallest seven, The typical Jalsha farm
housrhold devotes 110 decimals to agricultural purposzes and the
remaining twelve to the homestead and other purposes,

On average, Marginal farm class households in Kalampur ouwn
24.7 decimals of land, Small farm clacs households 170.8
decimale, and Large farm class households 370.4 decimals.
Mararnal farm ol ass households have an average of 2.2 plots, with
A range from one to ben plote, Small farm class households 8.4
plote, with a rarge from 5 to 17 plots, and Large farm class

householdes 18,5 plots of Land, with a range from 9 to 34 plots.
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The amallest single plot in Kalampur containe just a s3ingle
decimal of land, while the largest is 98 decimals.

Tn Jalsha, Marginal farm class housekolds Dwn an average of
23 decimals of land, Small farm clase households 141 decimals,
and Large farm class households 437 decimals.  Marginal farm
class houwseholds have an average of 2.2 plots, with a range from
one to four plote, Small farm class householde 7.4 plots, with a
ranae from two to fourteen, and Large farm class households 13X
plote, with a range from eleven to fifteen. The smallest single
plot in Jalsha kas just a single decimal of land, while the
Targest is 100 decimals,

In Ealeampur 23 households are reported to be OQuners, sin are
Quriesr cum tenant, and five are Landless. In Jalsha 18 are
Owners, nine are COuner cum tentant, three are Landless tenants,
and four are Landless. This sugiests that our "farm clasg" system
is an effective way of exadining economic etratification in both
communt tiee.

TEMANCY ARRANMNGEMENTS

Farmers do not work only the plots they own. A given
agricultural househald ie likely to be involved in a wide array
af tenancy arvangenents, some based on ownership, others on
sharecroppi g, leasing—-in and leasing-—-out recting-in and
centing-out, and martgaging—in and mortgaging-out. Marginal ,
Small, and Large farm clase households are effectively tied
toguther by a web of economic and social relationships reflected
in the tenancy rights and obligations to specific plots of land
spread theoughout and beyond the village.

Every arrangement has two sides. Those without land or with
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very little land effectively become the clients of the farmers
with larger holdings. This system of agricultural
client-patronage offers all participants the option to epread
thelr obligations and responsibilities or to place most or all of
them with a single partrer. Through such arrangements, farmers
can commit themselves and their howeseholds to a series of
commi taents during the vear (or ceason) with diffrrent patrons.
Alternatively, they can focus their sféforts on a single patron
who de williag to risk the client's capability to male good on
the deal .

These two tenancy strategies can be called "diversified! arnd
"ur i el Logically, in the most extreme form o the "unified"
strateqy % farmer uses only those plote he cwns himsel . In
theory, bath strategies can he found among all farmers -—-— f£1pn
the landless to the wealthiest.

FLOT USE

-~
The pattern of plot use (for the due season) is similar in

hoth villages., 1

pur}

Kalampur 79% of the Plots are used by their
Duwners and Z1% are in "mived" usey in Jaleha 83% are used by
thelr awrers and 1774 are in "mised" used (in this contest "mijed"
includes all types of sharecropping, 1ea§ing, renting, and

mor toaging) . Analysis of the distribubtion according to farm
clase categuries shows that both villages have the same praofiles:
for Large farm ol ases househaolds, 29% 0f the plote are "mived” in
Foal avnpins snd 25% are "mixed" in Jalehay for Small farm clase
househaol ds, the figure is 13% inm both communities; and {for

Marginal farm claes households, the figures are 247 in Kalampur

and 6% in Jalaha. Alen, we see that 10 of the 34 households in
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Kalampaw are involved in "mixed” use arrangements, whereas 16 of
the 34 in Jalsha are invaelved.

Fomore detailed analyvsis of the "mixed" category shows that
the Large farm class households rent out plots (15 in Kal ampur
and 4 i Jalsha) , but rent in none; they sharecrop out plote (11
ardd 2, resep ectively) ) but sharecron in nones; they netther
marttage plots 1o or oot Inote: ancther 16 plots belonging to
Larage fearm class howseholds can not be specified regarding their

i sezgh,

wee eetoent o
Samall fearm clase howseholds rent ouk (3 in Kalampur and 3 in
Jaleha) and rent in (1 and 1, respectively)s they sharecrop out

(0 andd &, respectively), and sharecrom in (b and 7,
nlet.

Marginal farm clase howseholds do little renting out (none in
Kalampur and 3 in Jalsha) or renting in (just one plot in
Jalebad)y they alen do relatively little sharecropping in (none in

Ealampur and fows im0 Jalaha) ae sharecropping out (9 plots, all

from & single farmer, in Kalawpor and just one plot in Jalsha).
They are not involving in movtaaging §and.

T appears that both villages share C Mo patterns in terms
of b pvoportion of plobe operated by cenere versas tentantes.
The mraperetion 1s about four bo one - in other words, about 20%

af bl plobe o bhe sample ars ool owner--apsrated.

Fortlheraore, 16 appears that the grester anount of

aorage cultueal work opportunitiss (o Kalampoe aives the

flar g vad s

cialty, the landless) fzoerm class householde other

eecnomt e options than renting o sharecropping nlots. Ry
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comparison, Jalsha seems to have more of the esxpected
participation in such client arrangementse among its Marginal farm
clases households.

HOUSEHOLD MEMBERSHIF CHARACTERISTICS

ITn Kalampur the smallest of the houwssholds containsg two

neraons and the largest fifteen, with an average gize of &.3
pneracms.  The households in Jalmha have an average size of 5.5 and
a range from two to ten persons. Examination of the data in terms
af farm class shows some important differences in household size
for the PMarginal, Small, and Large categories. The average
hensehold size for Kalampuoe is 4.9, 7.1, and 7.4 and for Jalsha
ie 4.8, 5.5, snd 8.8, respectively for the three categories.

The Marginal housenolds are similar in both villages, whereas
the Small and Large households in Jalsha and Ealampur differ. The
Margimal honesholds an Kal ampure and Jaleha have zimilar land
holtdings per housebtold (24,7 and 2301 decimals, respectively) and

P o

(el and 4.9 decimale, respectively).  The average
Rl dings for the Soall hooseholds in Jateha is somewhat lower
thar that for Kalampoe (121000 and 107.8 decimale, respectively),
bt the per capita figures are similar (2.1 and 25,4 decinals,
reepectively) for Small households in eagh village. Even the
apparent differences 1n the average land holdings for Large

o iy 1

Bousethiml e (X700 4

decimale for Kalampur and 437.0 for Jalsha)
Aisappears when snalyied per capiia (50,2 and 52.4 decimals,
reospectively) . In effect, the rumber of persons in the sample
households 1n both villages matches very closely the total amount

f agricultaral 1amd owned for wach of the three farm class

cateqories.,
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REGIDEMTIAL CHARACTERISTICS

Analveie of residential form by farm class categories shows
an important pattern.  For Kalampuar, there are no extended
households among the Marginal category, sisx among the Small
cateqory, and fouwr among the Large cateqory.  For Jalsha, the
respective figures are one for Marginal, six for Small, and two
for Large. Obviouwsly, the somewhat smaller family sizes found
among the Marginal houwseholdse in both communities also reduce
thelr chances of kaving two or more marvied couples present. Ry
way af contrast, the Small and Large tarm clase households are
abant everdly divided betwen nuclear and extended residential
torms. This relationstdp energes not omly at the household level
but also in regard to the individuals forming the living groups.
For Ealampur 60.9% live in nuclear households while 39.1% live in
extended households. The respective figures for Jalsha are 62.9%
and 37017,

DEVELOPMEMTAL CYCLE CHARACTERISTICS

The developmental cyele of rural agricultural bouwseholds in

Bangl adesh involves a dialectical process of expansion and

reduction thivouwgh approsimately seven distinctive phases during

the lifespan of & given individoal, Over time, one would expect
that the longer lifespans of females would result in more women
Piving as widows in households controlled by their male
el atyves.

There are many variationz on the basic nuclear and extended
househiold types in the two villages. Indesd, analvsis of

alampur reveals 2 "sub-nuclear”

household conposition for b

Foverholds: 195 simple "nuclear householdsy 12 "comples nuclear"
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houwseholds: and % "extended” houssholda.  For Jalsha, there is a
gingle "sub-nuclear" household; 17 simple "nuclear" householosy 7
"comples nucleas” howseholds: and 8 "extended” households.

The differences in household composition among the three farm
class categories are quite clear. Marginal households are not
anly the smallest but have the most rudimentary household types
in both Kalampur and Jalsha.  The Small and Large houwseholds have
more members and show more variations on the themes of "complex
nuclear” and "estended" types.

LAMD ACOUTSITION AND IMHERITAONCE

The main mechanisms by which villagers acquire and lose land
are irnheritance, dowery, gift, purchase, and sale. Some of these
Land transac, -n mechaniasns are tied to specific moments in the
individual ‘s 1ife cvecle and the developmental cycle of the
household, while others mav ocoue anytime when need or
opportani ty arises.

Clearly, the primary mechaniem for 1and acouisition ig
inheritance. The heads of Largs farm class households genarally
have inherited more land than those of Small farm class
houwewholds who in turn werslly inherited more than those of
Marginal farm class houwseholds. Mevertheless, inheritance is not
the only way to get land. The rext most common )and acquiﬁ;tion

mechanism is land purchase. We observe that buying land i

Hil

especially prevalent anong the Large and Small farm class
households, whereas the Marginal farm class householde have

purchased very Little, It 1e interesting to note that land

buving seems to be more commorn in Jalsha tham in kalampur.

One possible explaration is that Kalampur, as a market town and



~ 144

small-scale commercial center on the main highway, offers othee

potentially more profitable aremas for investment than 1and
alone.

LAND FRAGMENTION AND LAMD COMSOLIDATION

The data from the sample households in Kalampur and Jalsha

clearly deronetrate a significant difference between ideal
inheritance practices and real inheritance practicves. The model
of inheritance derived from obhservance of Muslim legal codes

sugoests that in a masimun of three gemerations all households in

the two villages --- regardless of present farm class —-  will

becoms eftectively landless.  In reality, this is not happening

in kKalampur and Jalsha, because of the intervening effects of

lard murchases, sales, and to a much lezser degree doweries and

aitts.

Im fact, ir Ealampur 66% of the Large farm clase households

have increased thelr land holdings bevond what they bhad inherited

=
[ P}

ki

from their fathers. farm class households 7 also

Among Small

increased their land holdings, as did 307 of the Marginal farm

houwseholds.

clase

Among Large farm class houvseholds in Kalampur, the average

munbier of decimals owned has increased 1572 over what was

interited. The respective figure for Small farm class households

e G0N and for Marginal farin clase housebolds is 134,
In Jalsha there has been a parallel increase in the amount of

land presently owned over the
three of the Large tarm class

increased their land holdings.

houwseholds, &3% have nore

1 and

amcaunt of land inherited. All

houwseholds 1n the sample have

Among Small farm class

v than they inherited, whereas
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only 107 of the Marginal farm class households have increased
thetlr holdings.

The amount of 1and Presently owned by the three Large farm
class households in Jalsha has grown by 78%Z since inheritance.
The Small farm class households NoOwW own an average of 23% more
Land than they inherited, but among Marginal farm class
households, the incresse is only 2%,

Overall, in hoth Kalampur s Jaleha, S0% of all households
in the sample, regardless of farm class, have increased the
amenint of land presently owned over their inheritance. On the
ather btand, 507 of all houwesholds in the sample have either
matntained or lost some of +he Land they inherited. With regard
to the specific amount of land owned, there is only a slight
difterence between the two villages. In Kalampur there has been
aNoaverage increase in the amount of 1and held by each household
i the sample of 26%.  In Jaleha the average increase in land
held i 4%,

In Ealampur and Jalsha tue oppoasing trends -- land
fragmertation and 1and consolidation —— are revealed through the

Land Use Survey detea. Although the general model of tand

a

irheritance sugneste that, in two or thweg Qenerations, all of
the sample households would have becoms Marginal (i not
tandless) , there are other forces at work, including land
purchases, 1and sales, doweries, and gifte that affect the amount’
of land availahle faor inheritance by the newt generation.
MIGRATION FATTERNS
Migrants reproesnt an'important aspect of the "extended

commurd ty" within whick agriculturaliste operate. Migration
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extends the families of the farming households throughout &
potentially wide geographical gpace as well as over a leng time
period.  Individuale move in and out of the farm households at
different points in the developnental cvele of the househol d
depending on their age, sexr, and other characteristice. The
pattern of the movemerts may intluence farming systems directly
or indirectly, esnecialiy drncoftar as they are involved or
excluded from access to the land, control over its planting and
narvesting, aid benefit from the foods grown or cash surplus
Qenerated,
THE SPATIAL. DIMENSTON

KALAMPUR OUT-MT GRANTS

Arnong the 55 individuals identified ag cut-migrants from
Kalampur, 42 moves had heen made by the time of the Migration
Survesw. Clearly, rearly all individuals (87%) made only one
migration move, while a few (8%) made two moves, and even fewer
(6%) made three or more meves. Most of the moves made by the
Kalampue out—mi arante have been of rielatively short distances and
bave been to other communities in the imnediate Dhamrat Upazilla.
Analyels of the migration flow shows that 77% of the moves are
wvillage to village and only 10¥% are village to city.

JALBHA OUT-MIGRAMTS

The 27 cut-migracts from Jaleha had made a total of 55 moves
by bhe time of the Migration Suevey. 0F thie nuimber, 897 were
Firet-time noves and a1l of the firet-time migrants originated in
Jalsha.,  Most (73%) of vhe fioves were within the Dhamrai Upazilla
197 were to other towns oe villages beyond Dhamrai but still

within Dhaka Dietrict, and 5% were to the environs of Dhaka city.
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About half (S51%) of the moves were village to village, while 31%
were village to small towr, and 15% were village to city.

KALAMPUR  TN-MIGHANTS

Amang Ll 44 in-migrante irterviewed in Kalampur the total
numbier of moves was 44.  OF this numbier 9% were first-time moves
and only 4% were sscond-moves. Nore of these individuals came
from ocutside the boundaries of Dhaka District, and of these B4Y%
came from villaows in Dhalka District, 11% from within Dhameai
Upazilla, and at least one from Dhaka city. Nearly all (98%) opf
the moves among this ivi-migrant group were village to village.

JELGHA  TMN-MIGRANTS

The 44 din-migrante ta Jalsha made & total of 53 maoves, of
which BAY were first-4imnes moves.  Most of the nmoves were for
relatively short dictances. Eighty per cent of the firet moves
were from withio Dhameai Upazilla and 20% were from within the
remaining sections of Dhaksa Digtrict.
CHARACTERISTINS aF [M=-MIGRANTS

The in-migrants for both villages are predominantly Femalea..
For Ealampur 100% of the itn-migrants are females and for Jalsha
the figure is 82%. The most common age cohort among the Kalampur
ard the Jalsha in-migeants ig fr-om age 11 to age 20, Seventy-two
per cent of the Ealampur in-migrants fall into thie cohort as do
B7% af the Jalsha in-migrants. Since most of the in-migrants were
young females, it is not EWrprieing that many were moving hécause
af their marriages. This was true for 74% of the sample in
Ealampur and @859 4o Jalebia.,  On the other hand, the relatively
small number of in-migrant males (all +to Kalampur, incidentally)

were unmarried st the time of their moves,
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CHARACTERTSTICS OF QUT-MIGRANTS

The out-migrants from both villages are predominantly
females.  For Kalampur Q0% of the out-migrants are females and
far Jalsha the Figure ie 74%.  The most common age cohort among
the Kalampuwr and the Jalaha uutmmigragtﬁ is from age 11 to age
P00 Seventy per cent of the Kalampur out-migrants fall into this
cobiert as do B58Y% af the Jalsha out-migrants. Since most of the
ot =md gr ants wer e voung females, it is mot surprising that hEry
were moving hecause of thetr marriages. This was true for @4% of
the sample in Ealampuwe and 897 in Jalshea,
SIELINGS OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS

In Ealampur the 24 houserol d heads in the sample had a total
of 77 siblings (44 hrothers and 33 sisters) who were living
outeide of the head's housetiold at the time of the Household
Survev.  For the 34 Fowseholds in Jalsha there were &6 siblings
29 brothers and 37 siclbers) in o similar circumstances. At the
same time there were only two head's brothers and two head's
sisters living within the sample households in Kalampur and there
weEre only five head's brothers ard just two head's sicters AMmong
the sample households i Jaleha,  Nearly all of these outside
siblings are married adults (7% an Hﬁlampur and Q4% in Jalsha).

Examination of the digtribotion of theee siblings by
destination reveals that in Kalampow 28 of the head s brothers
Vive elaowhere within the communi ty and 1d mave migrated to
another place, whersas only X of the head's sisters live
elsewhere in the community while 30 have emigrated. For Jalsha
the figures are comparable.  Anong the head s brothers, 23 are

BEill dn Jaleha while & have emigrated; anong the head's sisters,
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only 7 are in the village while 30 have left. Thus, for the
generation of the siblings of the sample howaehold heads, the
traditional patbtern of village exogamy was strong and the
patrilineal and patrilocal bisses in the rural society also
terded to keep the males 'n their homne villages.
CHILDREN OF HOUSEHOLD HEADS

In Ealampur the 74 household heads in the sample had a total
ot P4 children (4 woms and 18 davohters) who were living nutside
af the head’'s household st the time of the Househald Survey. For
the 33 households in Jaleha there were 22 children (7 sons and 15

danghters) in similar circumstances. Almost all of theze outside

EaTl

chilodiren were Married: all 24 in Kalampur were married and 20 of

the 22 dn Jalebsa were mareied fiust two males were single). At

Ehiz mame tiae, there weore 6 married sons (all with wivee and
children) ae well as 3% maredied daughters (all without spouse or
Children) living within the sample howseholds in Kalampur. In
daleha there also were B married sone {all with wives and
childersn) but no mareied dauwghters in the sample househnlds.
Evamination of the distribution of these children by
destination reveals that in Kalampur three of the head’'s sons
live elsewhere in the commutity and threq have emigrated, whereas
9 of the head'e daughters reside in Kalampuwr while 13 have
st grated, For Jal sha bhe figures are even more shifted away from
the traditional patterar thees are ? head's sons living elsewhere
within the community and %5 who have emigrated, while 7 head's
davghter s Tive in Jalskha and 8 have emigrated. It appeare that
the traditional pattern of patrilocality and village exogamy --—

still o strong in the generation of the household heads and their
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siblings —— is possibly weakening in the generation of the
houwserold head s children.

Women who remain in their home communities are less likely
than in earlier generations to entrust to their male relatives
their share of inheritances and consequent food and cash surplus
nroduced from those lands. Moreover, if they do make increased
claims on their father s lands through inheritance, then it will
likely reduce the average holdings for all family members within
the generation.  For instance, if just halfd of the unmarried
girls in Kalampur sample households get married and remain in the
community (as is the pattern in Jaleha already), then this might
reduce the land holdings of their brothers who stay at home by

ahout 209%.
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