MEMORANDUM July 6, 1986 ‘ m

7
TO: Chief, PPC/CDIE |
P
THRU: Akim Martinez, PROG
FROM: Hazel M. McFerson, HROG '/7‘"/’“"

Attached please find a report con the proceedings of the Third
International Congrees of Somali Studies, held in Rome, Italy,
May 26-30, 1986, which I am sending to you at the direction of
Louis A. Cohen.
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June 30, 1986

MEMORANDUM

TO: Louis A, Cohen, DIR

THRL: Akim Martinez, PROG .

FROM: Hazel M. McFersoa, PRoc[(/uU(‘('

RE Report on the Third International Congress of Somali Studies, Rome,

Italv, May 26-30, 1986

Attached please find a copy of the above report. I apologize for
the delav in getting this to vou.

2 rribucion:
Loring A, Waggoner, PROG
John Hirsch, AMEmbassv
Thomas Hull, USIS

Tiles



MEMORANDUM June 29, 1986
70: Louis A, Cohen, DIR
THRU: Akim Martinez, PROG

FROM: Hazel M. McFerson, JROG

RE: Third Intzrrational Zongress of Somall Stucdies, Rome,
Italy, May 26-30, 1986

AppendixX I summarizas cru highl:ghts of =he congress,
ippendix [I 1S the Gsneral P-ogram, My 1aj)or observations
and cemments are presantad below,

1. Overall zvaluation

The Cong:ess was well-organizad,ccmprehensive 1n che range of
topics pra2sented 1n the wecksheops and invaluable fFor anyone
intarestad 1n understanding the complexitizss of Somalia. The papers
presented 1n the 2conomics and develnpment Wworkshops which
attended, were,for the most park, of a high quality and c=l=vant.
They were policy-orisnted and -ecommendations were pragmatic, The

Conq::SS was devoird of Laaologlcal confrontations that generally mar
sthnic® conferences; the prevailing atmosphere was oae of scholarly
collagiality.

The intzrnational aspact of the Congress and the status which it
has attained since its inception in 1978, were reflected in the
zographical locations from whicn delegates came: more

numbess and 3
chan 200 participants attended from the United Statzs, Lurope, the
Gulf statzs and Somalia. In parc ticulaz, Somalis --both thosa living
outside the ccuntry and in Somalia-- were wall-representad as
participants and as pr:szntocs of papars /.

1/ Expatriates knowladgzablz about Somalia were also

;zll-‘~ fesented., Thes2 included 3.W. Andrzejewski, Lee V.
Cassanelli and Charles Geshek:=r (all of whom wers among the
oriqinal foundacs of the Congrass); [.A. Lewis, Angelo Del Boca,
Steven A, 3randt, Richard Ford, Edward Alpers, Peter Contze, Thomas
Labham, John William Johnson and 2. Grassivaro Gallo. Alan Hoban
who d1d not attend, submited a paper,
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2. Significance of the Congress for USAID/Somalia

The Congress was helpful in providing a contaxt for
understanding thre complexities of Somalia and for facilitating
access to informacion not availabl: :n Somalia and to peopl:z (both
Somalis and 2xpatriates) knowledgzabls about the count:zv. The
caliber of Somali part:icipation was 1mprassiva J1Scussions in
wWworkshoos wera fronk and open; Somalis from autsxde “ha country were
knowladgeable and pragmanic in their 3sssessmencs of <he problams
faecing their country. In particular, they werz not constrained by
the prasence of the NSS (their identitiss wsr2 Xnown -0 conferance
varticipants.,)

As not=ad, manvy :scmalis living
desgirz to raturn &2 Scmalia,to L2l
noted that many of the curcant zolil:ig
present, Thars was strong incacast
Incer-governmental Jommittsze cn My
living abroad ¢n =herr rzturn homs
ihat the Committesz has helpad face
Somalis sinc2 1ts 2staolishment abny
the recanily-zstaplished Somali 2V0 wa
rola that c=zturaing Somal:is can olay
contriduiticn Lo feturning Somalis
Migration.Z/

The congriss also presantzd the odpportunity O oCL$2Iv:E he
naturz of ra2lat:ons netwesn Somal:s and Ital:ans i1 Rome. Theraz i3
a continuing strong zond bekwea. the two groups, which :s parctly
facilitatz2d 5v a common language (7talian} and by the mutual rzspect
and cooperative sprr:t thas appacszntly :s sctrong., Ztalian

r2szarchers war2 Well represented among thos2 grasenting papers. Of
184 presentors,l:stad in the program, the 2z wers 65 Somalis, 48
Italians, approximat:iy 9 Amecicans. Many Somal:3 orisanted paperss
1n [talian,

3acause ~he c¢ing2 collaboration s2tween [talian-sp=aking Somalis
and italians nignlights the 1mportance »f 1 sharad common lanquage,
USAID should consider languags Lrawning in “talian for sz2l-actied AIDR
Diract Hiraes who arz assigned to Somalia. This would or ovde a
pragmatic iitarnative o rzcommendations for 2xXpatriacas working in
Somalia to [:arn Somai:. Italians enjoy a comparative advantage in
wozking with Somalis, and they are, overall, ragarded nmore favorably
than other nat:icnaliti=zs, :n part because of the shar=d language.
Th1s 15 also apparent 1n the type of culturally-seusitive research

which I[talians are permitted to undertake. For example, Dr. Pia
Grassivaro Galle, University of Padua, (taly, reported on the result

2/ The return to Somalia of Abdi Osman, Dicector of Hagabtir was
under the auspices of the Committee,
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of research undertaken on female circumcision, which involved
interviewing 2,000 women living in Mogadishu. The purpose of the
reseasch was to ascertain the relationship between type of
circumcision practiced and other variables such as cegional origins
o: generational influences. But it also demonstrates the level of
cust which Somalis generally have about I[talian researchers. 3/
Dr. Gallo found that regional origins do not determine the rype of
circumcision which is pr~:ticed. Rather, generational :nfluences
are important. The oldest femalz rcilati¥ usually the grandmoctner
sets the pattern. I[f the grandmother had 3~ Pharonic ciccumcision,
other family members would follow this pattern.(see Appendix I)

Whenever possible, USAZD:/Somalia should suppoct -2
jects that will help American academics ge9
ian collzagues 1n Somali 3tudies. Amec:icar
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3altimore, Maryland. among chose 1nvoived wa s
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“hich
nterest was
ontribution o
racted ko arzas
ta sector in
roots of the
on :n Somalia,
; Wwhich consistad
armess included
5 who divided theyr time dbaktween farming and
farmers who lived along khe -ivers of Somalia and
.0 powerful clans, and slavss :nportzed from East
cns among these groups crystallizaed aftar the
hed slavery in :he south in 1204, Coincident with
czndancy of agriculturs :n the Ztalian colonial
anelli arguzd that the Ikalians officially abolished
hope that the nswly-liberated labor fozce could be
amployad on alian-owned plantations. 3ut the anticipated

*surplus lab force™ nzver dsvelcped, and s=asonal shortages of
cural labor remains a problzm today; occupational specialization
which amersg:d during the post-slavery period also charactarizas
contzpporary social groups. (cf. Appendix [.). These developments
are mportanc for undarstanding the origins of the socioceconomic
diversity that exists i1n Somalia's relatively homogensous society
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2qually important for USAID/Somalia wersz wock
¢xaminad topics relevant ko the CDSS. T
ayxpressad 11 ths roles of the privats sec
Somalia's dzvalopment. Several of the zaps
which ars cquLal for the amergance of a 3¢
Somal:ia. 2 V. Cassanz1li, for a2xanmpls, :r
: c shortage and occupaticnal spec:
al social structur2 of the l9th ¢
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3/This is espacially apparent in the research Dr. Gallo also did on
pre- and post circumcised young girls, as is described in the
Appendix.)
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Professor Cassanelli's presentation highlights non-economic
factors which influence occupational choices. (A study of general
Somali attitudes towards different occupations, and the implications
for private sector devalopment, will be undertaken as part of the
USAID/Somalia Privatization and Policy Initiatives Sociozconomic and
Policy studies.) Other prazsentations which are of special rzlevance
to the PIPS studies:

--Jr. Virginia DeLancey examined "The Microeconomic Effects of
Family Size in Somalia”, Prevailing approaches EO ER& SEUdy of
tert1lity tn S0D-Saharcan Afzica were axamined; most studies focus on

the health-celated consaquences of fertiliitv, rather Shan the
socioeconomic aspects ralated to savings, investmenc and
axpenditures, (A study of "Fertil:ty, Childbearing, Tamily Size and
Zconomic Dev:lopmant® #rll 22 unda: iaken for zhe PIPS . LCt ¥ .CONCMLC

ancé Pelicy Studiss.)

--Richard Fozd, "Somalia: A dation In Sz2arch of a 3tacs", 2valuated

the Sand Destablization 2roject around Jecka;

__Thomas Labhan reportad on *Consumer 3ehavior and Income Structure";
Jorg Janzen a sessaed "The Somali Fishing Economy: Structura,

Problams and Perspectivas”*,

A summary of zach is prasented in Appendix I.

--Finally,the planary committa: reported that the fourth -~ongress
will taksz placs in Mogadishu :n 1989. although i1t :S understancapla
that a Somal: S:tudiss Congriss should convens :n the country, many
of tha participants axpressad douot that tais congriss will ba as
2ffective as these pracseeding 1t. ( The First Zongress of 3omali
Studiss, from July 6-12, 1930, was also aeld :in *.a:s cLty.) Many
participants fzlt that the political climate 1n Somalia would
prevaent open an. frank discussions, and would also dissuade some of
th2 participants from atkending. MNeverthelass, wherever the nex:
congrzss is nzld, USAID/Somalia snhould continue to cosponsor the
congr=ss and a USAID cs2praszntative should attend.

by
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Appendix

Report on the Third International Congress of Somali Studies, Univer-
sity of Rome "La Sapienza“, [taly, May 26-30, 1986

The Congress was jointly sponsored by a number of institutions,
including USAID/Somalia; Dipartimento per la Cooperazione allo
Sviluppo; Ministero della Pubblica [struzione; Consiglio Nazionale
delle Picherche, Dipartimento di Scienze del Linquaggio
dell'Universita d1 Roma “La Sapianza", and Somali Airlines.,

The Congress was opened by Dr. Hussein 4. Adam, SURERD and Frofsssor
Annarita Puglialli, University of Rome, co-cordinators. Dr. Adam's
keynote address on The Dsvelopment of the Someli Stud:zs
Inteznational Association (SSIA) traced the organization's origins
1n Baltimorze, Maryland on Hovember 4, 1978,at the 21st annual
Convention of the US-.asad African Studiss Assocration (ASA), and
reviewed 1ts missions and accomplishments 50 Jah2. He also notzsd
that:

~--Tha SSIA is 1ot a parastatal arm 0f the Somali Sovernment;

--The SSIA is not "a tool for any partisan political groups that arz
waging bhattlas against any particular Goverment*;

--The SSIA i5 not culturally chauvinistic; it believes the Somalli
experience can be studied and anriched by both indigenous and
foreign scholars and researchers, and that "progress® can be
achieved through rational discussions, criticisms and counter
criticisms.

Dr. Adam concluded his address with an appecal to the [talians :to set
aside financial and technical contributions to assist 1in
strencthening existing Somal: Language Publication projects and Lo

&

establish a Somali Studizs Journal and occasional publications.

Profassor Pugliell: limited her remarks to briefly welcoming,in
[talian, the participants, Professor Puglizlli has played a kay role
1n the Somali-Italian Language (Dictionacy) project; this has
cesultad i1n a seri=s of siynificant publications.

workshops were conveniantly held on a staggered basis, which
prevented overlapping of related sessions. The development and
economy workshops waere spread out over the 5 day period, for
example, thereby permitting participants to attend all of the
workshops in a particular area of interest. One short coming of the
Congress: Lhe workshoos were not organiz:d on a thematic basis.
Rathez, a numbar of rzlated topics comprised the zconomics and
development workshops, thus resulting i1n interesting groupings. For
axample, a paper on the socro-economic effects of family size in
Somalia was pubt into the workshop on Women --which focused on female
circumecision, Perhaps this was because the expatriate presenting
the paper is a woman,as were all of the participants in the Women
workshop, A pape:z on indigeaeous concepts of wealth was put into
the Folklore workshop, along with presentations on folk dancing and
music.
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The following are the proceedings of the workshops which I attended:

I. Development Workshop

The workshop was convzned by Thomas Labhan, Cong:zess
co-organizerc. The discussants were Pater Contze, Abdishakour A.
Gulaid, Said r. Mohamoud and Mahamed 35, Samatar. > servad as
rapportaur for this ss=ssion.

Pater Contze spoke about "The Rola of Technical Assistance in
the Somali Devslopment 2-ocess™. Drawlhg on hls szxXperiences in
Somalia over :h2 past thrae years as representative of the GTZ, the

9

hnical assistance axperts and
omalia's developmant. The central
3cussion: ro wnat zxcant 4o tachnical
Jdevelopment dy transferring knowledge and

3peakaer examinad the zol
assessed thelr sonkribut

2aker notad:

3 o davalop sk1lls? Tr 3.

g SiLstance wnich Somal:. :zczivaes from a
i aighest 1n the woril on a3 per capita
(approximatz2ly §300-~5400 million USD annuallv), vet only about
a
1
2

rmackad for tzchnical assistances dealivers:zd through

c .
z ameunt 0% func. Ior -achnical assistance 1s used to pay
uicment and percks for the 2xperet (houswing, zac, children's
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the same subjeckh.

Abdisnakour A, Guiaid assiused "The 201z of Zxpatriate Experts
1N the Somali vat:onal Devzlopment". Thz 3peaker, wPo 13 curcently
cesiding 1n Sermany, noted hak:

--davelopment :135ues 1rs concroversial, and the controversy aven
2xtands ko the tarm ":xperct®, Which 13 of recent origin in the
jzvelopment contexh. The word was not uszd during the colon:ial
oeri1od, zvan though colenial authoritizs performed many of the same
tasks--such as =ducation--as the contempora axperts.

--In the contimporary period, 24perts arce & heart of technical
assvistance. Among their functions are:

i. The transfar of knowladge and skills training;

ii. Assisting kthe host country formulate policy throrgh advising
government ministries,

iii.3uilding counterpart relationships and assisting in research
through local bodies such as SIDAM and SOMAC.

--The speaker offered a set of criteria which should be used to
agsess the role and contribution of experts:

r
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The speaker recommended that:

l. Somalia develop the fishing industry to service foraign markets.
In order to do so, the country will have ko develop infrasture,
such as jetties, -oads, atc.

l. Foreign investment should be amphasized;

3. somalia has to develop a solicy an tnvastment, including
revising laws ind -cejulat:ons -o =nNcourage inveskment;

4. The stake has not done its joo well. <Corrupt govaznment
cfficials have lost signt of 1ow Shey should behave;

5. State functions should be :=ransfercrad =0 the private sector,
because privacs :nitiatives san scimulaca devzlopment,

Alchough discussion did noz Zollow “he 2-23entacion JussaLn
Rdam, ca1sed she ‘ol‘owxng oo sactor have
“he capacity no dzv-lop all tn jomaii:a?; whac 3oes 3omalia
: 3 e ciivaks ~hat 3omaliiz, in common

“Lth Whas ind now

: spoke about the "Sconomic Impact of the
DeVPlopm nt 2z cts in the juba Vallaev®, 4He noted that:
--Ther? ar: at ast z=leven development projects olannad for khe
Juba YVallay. The Juba 7alley has considerable soktznaial co develop
igriculiural producks. However, “here 15 1 naad for a 3trong agency
t0 coordinate d2velopment projac:s. Among =he projacts already
<nderway is the Fanols 2rojact, which 15 She first 3tage of tha Juba
“allay Scheme. This project :ncludes the zonscruction 5f a dam, and
whe construction of an 2lectrification schemqa. Furthe:mo:e, Fanol=s
nas tremendous gotzntial for agricultural devalopme Thaere ars

no

“hra2e main constraints, lowever, to full Y ixplointing the ootantial

Of &he Juba 7allzy: (1) The lack >Ff a Inif fving "de facto" authority
fesponsible Ior kthe development of watar r2sources i1n tha Juba

7alley; (11} A shorkage of watar in khe rivers during =he months of
January-april; (i1i) A tandency of the rivar So £lood, zspecially
Jduring the nonths of dctaobar and Novempar,

--Therz ar2 consideranls labor prodlems which have =0 e rectified;
particulacly the shortage of labor which occurs during =he peak of
~he farming season. This 3n Thage can be ovarcome by dffering
financial incentives Lo workars,
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--The speaker called for research in the following ar=as: (1) Labor
in the Juba Valley. How can laborars from within and outs:de the
area be attracted to participate in the project?; (1i) what are the
effects of large-scale projects on pastorialism?; (iii) an
Lnvestigation should be made into the Juba water maintanance system
and an assessment ~ade of the impolictions for the 3ardheze Dam.

Lee 7. Cassanzlli,in "The Ind of Slavery and the Transformation
of Rural rabour i1n Somalia*, =xamined tne relationship between a
chronic labor shortage and occupakional szecialization of low skatus
Groups :in Somalia . 3He notad that althougn farmers constituce only
slightly mor= %han 23% of Somalia's pooulation, agricul:turz ras
always played an :mportant rolz in &Lhe country's aconomy.

de also notad thatk:

--Agricultural production af:iar 1550 was nigh. Southern Somal: . was
an 2xportar it this fime, although wherz werce 2X1sting pockets of
poverty in the count:zy. The Shebellz Vallay was the Lmportans
agricultural ar-a,

--Among the unigue 30CL0-2conomic conditions of the l9th centucy
were th2 rew markets, slavery and She prisznce of a small foreign
merchant community of :ndians and Arabs who provided cap:ital and
organized 2xporr narcke:s,

-~Low status occupational jroups :n Somalia originatad :1n slavary,
Th2 descendants of 3laves never became cural Wwage laborers as kha
Italians had :x¥psctad. Inst:zad, low stacus jroups became duirlding
and 1ron workers, mid-wives, laporers, lzather workars and street
sweepers. <Cassanell: con:luded that the legacy of different:ation
low status peoplz ar2 widely recruited i1nto Ethe
use to

still 2xi1sts;
military, beca
occupation.

[o 3 )

ay the militarcy is viewed as an undesirable
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I1f._The Economy Workshop

The workshop was chaired by Richard Ford, Clark University. The
Panelists werz: Hussein M. Adam, Harco Guadagni,and Richard Ford.
Alan Hoben was listed as presentor of a paper in abstentia on "The
Political zZconomy of Land Tznure in Somalia®, 3 copy of this was not
made availablz to participants.

Marco Guadagn: =xaminad " Land Tenure [Ssuss :n Rur-al developmaent®
and noted that:

--There is a confused Zand tenure system in che rural areas which
needs clarification. <Customary law :s not rrcognizzd by the state,
although in c=al:ty, 99% 5f :he farmers follow ~ustom v practices.
d2 concluded with thz Juestion: how have rural LIriza
modifiad customary land laws from a izgal poin: of vy

ar
tion systems
aw?

an

ate
ural

Richard Fo-d &
H1s prasentat:
development. Wh
development nz
proj=cts, such a
The dunes hav
devs=lopment o
axperianca:
l. The problaz 2d 23 mobilizs the community,

+ The approach of the local governmant allowed for utilization of

scussad "Somalia:" A YMation -
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2 nocing tne difficulties in
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a traditional socro-poli=izal S7stem. A new stryctur:z for rasolving
thz probl:m 4:3 not :volvsa,

3. The projicz i32d sound technology, which comoined both labor and
capital intznsivs nethods.

4. Loral leadersalp was awarce of and commitizd no solving :he
problan.

5. A sustainecd nmaintznance system was 2s5tanlisnhad,

6. Cl2ar 1ncentives wera offared to Spur community interest,

Husse1n icdam's pressnzation on "From Relief ro Developmenc: New
Approaches %o Somali Rurcal DJeveloomant Strategy*, raviawed the

proceedings of the Nakional Confarence on Somalia's Rural
Development Strazagy, h=13 :n June 1985, Among the nighlights:
~~The refugee :ris1s, 3217-raliancz and settlaments focussad
attention on -he issue of Somali land tenure and land use systems,
The Conferznce r:commended that linkages be =stablished for research
and public policy, a5 wall as :mplzmentation and 2valuation of these
issues,
~=Drought cont:ingency pnla
dave me

ning should be regarded as a systematic
aspect >f rural L

strategy and planning.

Abdurahman M. Awes and K.W.H. Bechtold examined "The Debt Crisis of
the Developing Countries and the [MF Conditionality: Potential

gconomic and Social Consequences in Somalia®. Although listed in

the program, Mr. Bechtold was not at the Congress,
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Mr, Awes, who lives in Garmany, reviewed Somalis's experience with
the [MF between 1980 -1984, during this period Somalia =xperienced
severe financial problems which necessitated the implementation of
an IMF adjustment program, which aimed to (i) stimulate domestic
production; (11) slow the rate of inflation and; (111) attain a
sustainable 2xtcrnal sector position over the medium term. To
achieve these goals 3omalia adoptad, Mr. Awes claimed, khe
following economic policy measuras:

-- the somali Shilling was devalued.--
--agricultural producer prices were -aised

-- pricing and macketing wers liberalized, as were
private 1mporcs;

-=- zconomically non-viabiz puolic :ntarprisas wers
privatz 2nterpriss was =ncouraged;.

aut down, and

7]

Scmalia also :nstituted "demand--rizntad" -casurcas consisting
of:
--an austere axpendirture policy {(1n :the"form of cancsllation of
subvantion in articles for daily use");
--increasing govarnment revanue, through taxzs, fses for public
servicaes, and interast rata augmentation;
~-lim:ting administrative and other axpenditures;
--limitad recruitment of pubiic sector amplovees;
--granted no cost-of-living salary adjustment to civil sarvants;
-=-raducad capital outlay;
~-discontinuad the policy of guarantead amployment for high school
graduatas;
--ceduced domastic liguidity.

dr. Awes c¢oncluded that 1n spitz of these measures, the zconomy
has not improved &S the [MF maintains, hut has increasingly
atcriorated., [n his view, the adjustment progzam affaectad to a
r2a" axtant "only kthe poorest and macginalized® urban Somalis who
ere dependent on salarcy and wages, fucthermore, 1n his view:
~--a large "part of :hs =conomic policy measures are 'magical’
combinations which are contradictory and incompatible®;
-~-conditicnality has to be based on social and aconomic realities,
and attention has to ge givan Lo factors such as per capLta Lncome
and income distribution;
-=economic data usz2d oy the [MF does not have the statistical
validity imputed to them by the Fund.

Although the abstract of the paper promisaed an "empirical
investigation™ of [MF conditionality and an assessment of the social
an< aconomic conszausnces for Somalia, the presentation did not
achiave this. Dr. Awes's presentation which was mainly a recitation
of statistics documenting Somalia's economic deterioratjion ~~lacked
the theoretical and analytical framework necessary for undertaking,
as promised in the abstract, a "development-oriented perspective of
the adjustment process®. Nor did his presentation provide
information to support the assertion the [MF adjustment program
showed "insufficient flexibility with regard to changing world
economic conditions and Lo country specific differences in the
causes of balance of payments problems or in the capacilty to
transform®. Given the current controversy over the role of the Fund
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in developing countries, khe presentation should have asvoked serious
discussion, and workshop participants were clearly disappointed with
the level of analysis. One participant noted that the analysis did
not make reference Lo racently sublished and well-substantiatad
c¢riticisms of the Fund, nor d1d the analysis offer any solutions,

Thomas Labhan's di1scussion of "Consumer Behavior and Income
§cruskura® focussed on highlighting what ne perceives Lo be the
"siriking discrepancy” betwaen officiral income {wages) and
consumption pattarns in Mogadishu. Salaries and consumer patterns
do not corrzlata., He noted the incrzase in the numper of variety
s3hops vpening in the Maka-Al-Mukarzama saction, as an indication of
the Somali consumer's growing apb1lity fo pucchase imported goods.
ez concluded that the amergencs of "straight out :ntraprensurs® i3
consistent with th: aconomic develooment zhat .3 taking place.
--Jroan Somal: corn:umer preferances arns cnanaing from =radic:ional so
smportzd goods.,  Aind ownezship patterns ar: also changing, as
reflectad 1n the 1ncrease in the numbers orf women storca oWners,

One rzason for the surge in aconomic activitizs, ars -he ramittances
from abroad, 4= also notad:

~-an increase 1n Lhe zconom:ic strength of individuals rather than of
grouvs and axtended families, which 1§ an vinportant aspact of the
currsnt economic activity.

--store cwners and cliznts are from the same social strata,

Jorg Janzen assessad "The Somali Pishing_ Economy: Stoucture,
Problzms, Perspectives”, Among the nighlights of the presentation:
-=-n Somalia the fisheries sector 1s the third most important
natural rasource aftar nomadic pastoralism and crop produccion, and
consists of two smctors: (1) traditional artisinal in-shore fishing

15 carried out 1n small boats along the Somali coastline

bordzring the Gulf of Aden 1n the north and the Indian Ocean in the
2asc and; (11) modarn offshorsa fishing 1s carried ouc by a
numpzr of foreign vesssls; :this sector has not vet become rmportant
in the fisning economv,

The bulk of the discussion focussed on Somali fisnermen. Thece
T: an estimatad 3500 full-time fishermen and abous 10,000
occasicnal fisnsrman. The latter are also engaged :n other a2conomic
activitizs, such as livestock, frankincense, farming and trade.
-=-Since the 1970s, a considerable number of fishermen have organizad
into fishing cooperatives which provide basic assistance such as
loans, equipment, spare parts and rood. 3ecause of the lack of
adezuate facilities and modsrn 2quipment, only a small portion of
thz "huge" fish potantial of Somalia 1s exploited. This potential
is 2stimated at about 200,00 Lons --l12ss than 10 percent of which is
utilizad,
-=In order to obtain higher prices than offered by the GO0OS, Somali
fishermen prefar to sell most of their dry fish to private Somali
and foreign merchants. Most of this 1s exported to Kenya and to the
Gulf States, or is smuggled out of the country,
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Janzea racommended that in order to improve =n1¢ e2conomic
conditions of the Somali fisaing industry, the Ministry of Sisheries
and Marine Resources should set up a program of development. The
most important aspacts of =h1s plan would:

te improve the phystcal/tachnical :nfrastructure (supply of
water and electr:icitv, construckion of jetties, roads and
transpost facilibizs,

11. 1lmprove the 3o0cial infrast
health centers, =ztc.i;

i1i. identify marketing scossibrliinizs Zor soch firshercmen and
factories,

iv. modeznize and r2hao:ilitata :xL3 g Z:15h factorias (thcre
re five fish faczories .n 3omal:ia: & are functioning
1n Xi1smayo, %ako, Zandala; “wo .n 3olimoog and Zaas Xhoreh
are not,

v rapalr and constrico 13w acC

Vi. provide new £ishing =guiome

ry

Jchuse construcktion Of schools,

Although Somal: nomads ars =raditionally noc fish =atsrs, fish
consumption app:ars to De incr2asinjg among uchan Somalis and thers
Ls an increasingly larg=z expahrrat: markes tn Mogadishu, and a
potentially large foreign =2xport markat. Janzen concluded that the
2mphasis should be on producing Zi3h for axport, rather hhan for
local consumption. Revival of the fishing :ndustry would also
increase aemployment orvortuntitiss for women and children -~both of
whom comprise a large majoritv of thosz ingaged in the fish
inéustry. The speakz2s notad thas fishing has not oeen linked to
development projechts in Somalia, although this sactor is one which
has great potantial and in which joirat Somalia/for=1gn ventures
could be undertaken. Thare arz also ar2as, such as in the north,
where bilataral and multilatzral Jono:r progzams should support
fishing projects., However, effectivas :ravitalization of the fishing
industry depends on the appropriats solicy itnitiatives £o create a
climatz conducive to achizving this,

of ramily

~-Vizrginia DaLancey =xamiacd "The Microeconomic Iff
Size in Somalia®. Dr, Delancay's przsentation note
--prevailing approaches to the study of fartnility in Africa,
g=nerally amphasize the l=alth-related consequances, such as: lavels
of malnutrition, morbidity and mortality for infants, childzen and
mothers,

--Few specific studies on health-related consequences of high
fertrlity ané close child spacing have been conducted in Somalia.
The existing data, however, suggests that SOmalia fits into the
ovarall pattaru for Sub-3aharan Afcica in terms of lavels of
malnutrition, high birkth ratas, closely spaced pregnancies, high
mateznal infan- and child mortality rcates.

--less ressarch has bezn done on the socioeconomic consequences of
family size and tertility, particularly upon income, savings and
expenditures throughout Sub-Saharan Africa.
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Dr. Abdirahman D. Beilah, ¥ing Saud University, Saudi Arabia,
enamined "The Myth of Capital Requirement in Development®. His
central arguments: (1) an increase in consumption can be considered
as the initial step of =conomic progress, specifically in counktries
where a majority lives below minimum consumptin levels., There must
a.3o be a distinction between the consumption-as-investment approach
that 1s gz2arad towarsd conisquent i1ncreas: 1n oroduckion and the
conspicious consumpt:on phenomanon Shat may ca2sult from an
dnsalsctive s00st and (11) incrzasad sroduction _s "mo-e a function
of...30c1al :laments 1n a Sociavy--such 35S “ha degrae _f
arp, skills, soc:ial | social ingenuity,
itical le=adership, atc “ha2 1se of -apital.

s physical and Financ impoctant ko
davelopment, dut only to the degraae plamented by
indigen=ous social factozs®. A cory of -he o 1S 1n the USAID
librazy.
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IV. 'Womszn

13 Gras.c.varo Gallo, Gniversity of Padua, Ztaly, assessed
the psycholegical aspects of female crzcumcision,

To support thesis that circumcision does have harmrful

psycholocical conseguences, Dr. Gallo showed a rfilm based on her
rasearch which depictsed through drawings, young childrzn's r2sponseg
to the operation. Specifically, the rzsearch assessed what the

operation mzant to girls of school age and the psvcholagical

connotation h attribuktz to the operation. Among her findings
based on inktzarpratation of the children's drawinqgs:
o i
o

s t

-pra-ciccumcision attitudas of Girls generally amphasized the parcy
atmosphers which przvatlad as relatives and Zri1ends srapared for the
operation. Jrawing her gift
-pOSt-Cc1zC.mcLs10N steem a
trauma =2xperienced by many girls. (For z2xample, the loss of
self-estann was depicked, dr. Gallo said, through drawings of
minisculz famale f 2s laying on oversized beds.) Othes drawings
revealad the child 5 psychological reaction to those who
clrcumsised Lhem, léran circumcised in the Jegfzr Hospirtal draw
white garmented men with limbs MLSS1ng or With extremely long arms.
Other girls focusszd on tecurring dreams of lions 2ating children,
of a thiaf wield x

nife, of children falling or w#ich their legs
saird depicts physical attack. ) Additional

1 a
tiad {which 2 o)

u Dr. Gallo on female circumsicron in Somalia are
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}/ P1a Grassivazo Gallo, "R22lations 3etwasen Circumcision and Sexual
Maturation of Somali Women®, Acta Medica Auxoleogica, 7ol. 17, No. 3,
1985, pp. 239-2438,

"Viaws of Samalia’'s Future jealth Workers on
Female Cizcumcision®,unpublished article,
"Female Circumcision in SOmalLa',Anthropologx
Anz, Jg. i3, N., 4, Dacember 1985, pp. 311-326, {(with co-author
Marian abdisamed)

. "Females Circumcision in Somalia: Some
Phychological Aspects®, Genus, Vol. XLI No. 12, 1985.
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