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PREFACE

The second Contraceptive Prevalence Survey (CPS) in Bangladesh
was conducted by the Management Information System (MIS) Unit
in 1881. The final report of the study was published in April
1983.

After the completion of 1981 CPS it was felt that some second-
ary analysis of the 1981 CPS data would be of interest from

the policy point of view. Accordingly the Government and the
USAID, Dhaka agreed to take up four studies on sacondary ana-

lysis, These studies ars:

1) An assessment of the quality of the 1981 BCPS;
2) U-ban-Rural differentials study in contraceptive use;
3) Characteristics of traditional method users;

4) Computerization of the 1981 CPS data.

This is the report on the "Urban-Rural Differential Study in
Contraceptive Use". Shortly after the MIS Unit undertook the
study boththe Project Director and Deputy Project Director
left the organization. Despite early set back due to the
departure of both the Project Director and Deputy Project
Director the MIS Unit brought the study to its successful
completion. Mr. S.R. Choudhuri, Director, Mr. Tofayel Ahmed
Assistant Director and other officlals of MIS Unit deserve a

word of felicitation for the good job they have accomplished.
Dr. M. Mosleh Uddin served as a Consultant to the study and

deserves a special mention for the technical assistance rend-

ered by him.

AT



ii

We are grateful to the USAID, Dhaka, for providing the
financial support to the study. Or., Carol Carpenter
Yaman and Dr. Sarah Harbison deserva épecial thanks for
their continued interest in the project. Thev provided

valuable comments at various stages of the study.

A. B, M. Ghulam Mustafa
Secretary
Ministry of Health & Population Control
Govarnment of the People's Republic of
Bangladesh
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SECTION - 1

1.1. INTRODUCTION

Research ard evaluation of government and private contraceptive
programs, including basic statistics on the current pattern of
family planning use, are important to understanding program
direction and impact. One essential aspect of the fertility
and family planning program planning in the 1980's is analysis
of the determinants of fertility and contraceptive practices
both at the micro and macro levels. The Contraceptive Preval-
ence Survey of 1881 (CP3), helping mark the new dascade of
Bangladesh family planning, is aimed at gaining comprehensive
information to assist in the planning and development of popu-

lation policies.

Because of the goals of reducing population growth and ulti-
mately the size of the population, there is a need for detailed
information on population issues at national and sub-national
level. In order to meet this need, there were three major
surveys conducted in Bangladesh. The first major survey was
the 1975 Bangladesh Fertility Survey conducted as a part of

the World Fertility Survey Program. The two recent surveys

are the 1978 Contraceptive Prevalence Survey conducted by the
Mational Institute of Population Research and iraining (NIPORT)
and the 1981 Contraceptive Prevalence Survey conducted by the
Management Information System of the Ministry of Health and

Population Control, Government of Bangladesh.

The Urban-Rural Differential Study is a part of the secondary
analysis project of 1981 C”5, All national surveys carried

out in this country have revealed that contraceptive knowledge
and use among urban women 1is higher than among rural women.

For example, the 1968 National Impact Survey (NIS) revealied
that 6.5 percent of currently married women in urban areas wers

users of contraception as compared to 3.6 percent in rural



1. 3.

areas. 72 percent of the eligible women in urban areas and 53
percent of eligible women in rural areas expressed a desire to
limit their femily size. Likewise, the 1975 Bangladesh Fertility
Survey found that the current use rate of contraceptives was 22,6
percent among eligible women in urban ereas and 8.5 psrcent in
rural arsas. The Contraceptive Prevalence Surveys of 1979 and
1981 reported similer findings. The propourtion of currently
married women using contraception in urban areas was 20.6 percent
in 1979 CPS and 29.2 percent in the 1981 CPS. The corresponding
rates for rural arsas were 11.1 percent and 17.5 percent respect-
ively. It is evident that the contraceptive prevalencs rate in
Bangladesh growing more rapidly in the urban that rural areas.

Tn order to understand and identify the facters responsible for

urban-rural differentials the present study was undertaken.

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The objective of this project was to analyse in detail the urban-
rural differentials in contraceptive knowledge and use from the

1981 Contracsptive Prevalence Survey.

METHODOLOGY

The detailed methodology of 1981 CPS is presented in Chapter - 2
of the mein report (1981 CPS, pp 11-34)., We present here a brief
summary of the methodology.

The information was collected from a nationally representative
sample of ever married women aged 12ss than 50 years. The sample
was drawn in terms of households. Ever marrierd women under 50
years of age who slept in the household the night preceding the

date of interview were considered eligible for interview.

A three stage stratified cluster sampling design was used. The
first two stages were devoted to the selection of the area sample
and the third stage of the household sample., The sample was stra-

tified on the basis on urban and rural residencs.



A Lolal of 196 sample areas wers considered of which 196 were
fural and 80 urban. The obtained sample of households was
7343; 5455 for the rural and 1938 for the urban areas. The
number of successfully interviewed ever married eligibla wo-
men was 8510, of which 6269 were in the rural stratum and
2741 were in the urban stratum. The rural-ruban differential

study 1s based on this semple.



SECTION -~ 2

KNOWLEDGE OF FAMILY PLANNING METHODS BY RURAL-URABN
DIFFERENTIALS

2 .1.Introduction

In the 1981 CPS knowledge was defined as whether a respondent
had heard of or knew about a femily planning method or methods.
In this section of the study we shall deal with ths overall
lavel of knowledge of family planning methods and see ths diff-
erentials in the level of knowledge by some selected demogra-

phic and socio-economic variables for the rural and the urban

areas,

2.2. Levels of Knowledge

Alinost al) ever married women of reproduztive age knew about at
least ane family planning method (Table 2.1). However, there
wat o significant difference between the knowledge of at least
one modern method and at least one traditional method. About
98 percent of the ever married women had the knowledge of at
Lt one modern method while only about 55 percent had the
Riraledpe of at least one traditional method. About 61 percent
uf Lhe urban ever married women had the knowledge of at least
fwn: traditional method as against 54.6 percent in the rural
aresvi, There was little difference in the knowledge of modern
methods in the rural and urban areas.



Table- 21: RURAL-URBAN DIFFERENTIALS IN THE LEVEL
OF KNOWLEDGE?1 OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN

L] T T

Having knowledge of iNational ERural ! Urban
1

At 1least one
method 88.2 98.2 98.9
At least one
modern method 96.1 98.0 98.8
At least one
traditional
method3 55.2 54,6 61.4
Total 6937°% 6269 2241

Source: 1981 BCPS Report, p. 74.

1Unpromoted or prompted knowledgs.

2Modern methods: Oral Pill, Condom, Tubectomy, Vasectomy,
induced Abortion/M.R., Injection,
Vaginal method.

3Traditi,onal methods: Safe Period, Abstinence, Withdrawal
and ‘Other Methods'

aweighted total of ever married women in the samplse.



2.3. Method Specific Knowledge

The percentage distribution of ever married women by their
method specific knowledge and rural-urabn category is pre-
saented in Table 2.2.

Oral pill and tubectomy were the two most widely known methods
both in the urban as well as in the rural areas, In all cases
additional women reported knowledge of spacific methods when
prompting techniques were used. In genaral the level of know-
ledge was consistently lower for the rural women than the urban
women. The least known method in the urban areas was withdrawai

while least known method in the rural areas was Emko.

Table-2.2: PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN
BY AWARENESS OF CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS

Knowladge Unprompi?rgiompt— Unpromgg?anPrompt-

method ad ad Total od ed Total
Oral Pill 80,41 13.72 94,13 89.29 8.34 97.63
Condom 22.27 35.06 57,33 43,20 33.51 76.71
Iuo 9.01 30.56 39.58 22,22 39,09 61.31
Tubectomy 48,14 44,03 82,17 56,27 38.60 94.87
Vasectomy 16.41 54.63 74.05 22,53 53.64 76.17
M.R. 6.70 45,16 51,86 4,06 61.67 65.73
Injection 11.45 46,87 58.32 24,63 50,07 74,69
Emko 3.88 10.96 14.84 15.17 18.56  33.78
Abstinence 0.54 28.51 29,05 1.07 32.26 33,33
S.P. 1.75 34,10 35.86 4.46 37.88 42.34
Withdrawal 0.78 20.98 21.76 1.74 26.24 27.88

Others 2.14 10.38 12,52 2.58 9.8; 12.80




2.4, Standardization

The procedurs of adjustment of the crude rates to eliminate
from them the effect of differences in population composi-
tion with respect in age or other variables is called stand-
ardization. In this study we have considered the Bangladesh
urban population as the standard to compare with the rural
population, we have standardized for variables 1like age,
marital status, children ever born, children living, reli-
glon, education, employment status and administrative divi-
sion. The same techniqua of standardization for the above
mentioned variables has been used to analyze the rural-urban
differentials in knowledge, ever use and current usa of con-
traceptives among the studied women of 1981 CPS., Howaver,
with respect tgp contraceptive knowledge thars was no diff-
erence between the actual and standardized rural rates and
thus these rates are not presented. In case of ever use
and current use only for those variables where some differ-
ence between the actual rural and standardized rural rates
wara found are presented otherwise no citation of standard-

ization.



7.5, Differentials by Demographic Variables

2.5.1. Age

The distribution of ever married women by age group and the
mean number of methods known is presented in Table 2.3. 1In
general the mean number of methods known was consistently
higher for the urban ever married women than for the
rural women with the exception of women aged less than
fifteen years. On the average the urban ever married women
knew 7 methods compared to the 6 of the rural ever married
women. The ever married women of 25-29 years age group knew
the maximum number of methods both in the rural and urban

cases.

Table-2.3: DISTRIBUTION OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN BY AGE
GROUP AND MEAN NUMBER OF METHODS KNOWN

Rural Urban

Age No.of ever Mean No.of No.of ever Mean No.
group married methods married ot methods

women known women known
/15 152 4.42 25 1.60
15-19 1157 5.53 309 6.32
20-24 1162 6.05 475 7.26
25-29 1123 6.24 482 7.33
30-34 842 5,99 317 7.32
35-39 656 5.74 257 7.32
40-44 554 5.43 190 6.49
45-49 623 5.29 186 6.30

Total 6269 5.78 2241 J.98




2.5.2. Marital Status

The rural currently married women knew on the average 5.84
methods as ‘against 7.15 methods of the urban currently
married women (Table 2.4), In both the rural as well as

in the urban areas the mean number of methods known by the
women not cutrrently married was relatively less than for
married women. The figures were 5.13 and 5.61 for the rural

and urban areas respectively.

Table- 2.4: DISTRIBUTION OF NUMBER OF METHODS MENTIDNEC BY
EVER MARRIED WOMEN ANO THEIR MARITAL STATUS

Rural Urban

Marital No. of ever Mean no. of No.of ever Mean no.
Status married methods married of methods

women known women known
Currently
married 5713 5.84 1990 7.15
Not currently
ma~ried 556 5.13 251 5.61

Total 6269 5.78 2241 6.98




2,5.3. Children Ever Born

The mean number of methods known to the ever married women

by number of children ever born for rural and urban areas is
shown 1in Table 2.5.
married women kney/ more methods than the rural ever married
women. In the urban areas the maximum number of methods was
known by women having two children ever born (7.,45)., 1In the

rural areas 6.12 methods were known by women having had four

children.

Table-2.5: MEAN NUMBER OF METHODS MENTIONED BY
NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN

For each parity level, the urban ever

gczidEEZn ‘ No.oiugsér Mean no. No.of ever Mean no.
married of methods married of methods
womean known women known
0 820 5.14 280 6.30
1 834 5.96 290 6.79
2 779 6.10 317 7.45
3 683 5.95 256 7.36
4 627 6.12 254 7.25
5 575 5.85 228 7.27
6 541 5.85 182 7.04
7 432 5.82 125 6.54
8 368 5.56 110 6.76
9+ 602 5.62 182 6.63
N.S. 8 4.88 6 6.33
Total 6269 5.78 2241 6.98




1"

%5.4, Living Children

The mean number of methods known by women, broken down by
number of living children, is presented in Table 2.6. The
urban ever married women for all categories of number of
living children have on the average, knowledge of more me-
thods than the rural ever married women. The difference
was at least one in favour of the urban women for each par-
ity. 1In the urban areas women having three living child-
ren had knowledge of most methods (on the average 7.34
methods) and in the rural areas a maximum of 6,69 methods
on the average was known by those ever married women having

one child.

Table- 2.6: DISTRIBUTION OF EVER MARRIEO WOMEN BY THEIR LIVING
CHILDREN AND MEAN NUMBER OF METHOOS KNOWN

No. of Rural Urban
living No.of ever Mean no.of No.of ever Mean no.of
children marrisd methods married methods
women known women known

0 966 5.19 346 6.18

1 1069 6.69 349 6.71

2 925 6.07 381 7.3

3 904 5.99 301 7.34

4 744 5.93 283 7.28

5+ 1661 5.83 581 7.05

Total 6269 5.78 2241 65.98
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Differentials by Socio-Economic Variables

.Religion

Religion was dichotomized as Muslim or non-Muslim. The
mean number of methods known by the religious categories
of the ever married women is presented in Table 2.7. The
non-Muslims, on the average had knowledge of more methods
than the Muslims in both the rural and urban areas. The
non-Muslims in the urban areas had knowledge of 7.31 me-
thods on the average as compered with 6.24 methods for
reral ever married non-Muslim women. The Muslims, on
the other hand, had knowledge of 6.93 methods on the
overage in the urban areas and 5.70 methods in the rural

areas.,

Table-2.7: DISTRIBUTION OF MEAN NUMBER CF METHODS
KNOWN TD EVER MARRIED WOMEN BY RELIGION

Rural Urban
Religion No.of ever Mean no. No.of ever Mean no.
married of methods married of methods
women known women known
Muslim 5401 5.70 1974 65.93
Non-Muslim 868 6.24 267 7.3

Total 6269 5.78 2241 6.98
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2.6.2., Education

The distribution of ever married women by their level of educa-
tion and mean number of methods known for rural-urban arseas is
shown in Table 2.8. The level of knowledge of family planning
methods was directly associated with the level of education

for both rural and urban women. Knowledge of average number

of methods increased consistently with increases in the level
of education of both rural and urban ever married women. The
ever married women who never attended school knew an average of
5.93 methods and 5.26 methods respectively in the urban and

rural areas.

Table-2.8: DISTRIBUTION OF MEAN NUMBER OF METHODS KNOWN
TO EVER MARRIED WOMEN BY EOUCATIONAL LEVEL

Educa- Rural Urban
tional No.of ever Mean no.of No.of ever Mean no.of
a married met hods married methods

level

women known women known
Never
attended 4434 5.26 1208 5.93
Primary
level 1102 5.53 336 7.03
Conpleted
primary level 408 7 .41 221 7.91
Class VI-VII 156 8.06 140 8.24
Class VIII-IX 107 8.46 139 9.38
SSC and above 49 9.76 165 9.54
Degree and
above 2 11.50 37 9,97
Not stated 10 6.3 5 7.04

Total 6269 5.78 2241 6.98




14

2,6.3, Employment Status

The distribution of mean number of methods known and the
employment status of ever married women for rural and urban
areas 1s shown in Table 2.9. The employment status of women
did not have any systematic relationship to the level of
knowledge of family planning methods. In the urban areas
those not employed were found to have knowlecdge of more
methods (7.04) than those employed with earning (6.73) or
those employed without earning (5.50). 1In the rural areas
however, those employed and earning cash were found to have
knowledge of relatively more methods (6.27) than those who
were not employed (5.72) or those who were employed without

earning (5.94),

Table-2.9: MEAN NUMBER OF METHODS MENTIONED ANO EVER
MARRIED WOMEN BY EMPLOYMENT STATUS

Employment Rural Urban

mp 2oy No.of ever Mean no.of No.of ever Mean no.
married methods marrierd of mathods
women known women known

Employed

earning cash 546 6.27 1398 6.73

Employed not

earning 162 5.94 48 5.50

Not employed 5556 5.72 1994 7.04

N.S. 5 6.40 1 0

All 6269 5.78 2241 6.98
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2.7, Bifferential by Region

2.7.1.0ivision

The distribution of mean number of methods known by the ever
married women and the divisional variability is shown in

Table 2.10. In rural areas, Khulna Division had the highest
average number of 6.34 methods known and Chittagong had low-
est at 3.29 methods. 1In the urban areas of Dhaka and Rajshahi
the average number of methods known was the highest (7.36)

and lowest (6.07) was in Chittagong Division.

Table-2.10: DISTRIBUTIDN DF MEAN NUMBER OF METHODS MENTIONED
BY THE EVER MARRIED WDMEN AND DIVISION

Rural Urban
Division No.of ever Mean no.of No.of ever Mean no.of
married methods married methods
women Known women known
Rajshahi 1523 5.91 2h4 7.36
Khulna 1423 6.34 341 7.13
Dhaka 1813 5.63 1058 7 .36
Chittagong 1510 5.29 577 6.07

Total 6268 5.78 2241 65.98
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SECTION - 3

EVER USE OF FAMILY PLANNING METHODS BY RURAL-URBAN DIFFERENTIALS

.Characteristics of the Sampls

A brief summary of the characteristics of the women inter-
viewed provides a reference for interpreting the findings
presented in this report. Demographic and socio-economic
characteristics are included. Table 3.1 prasents data on
some selected soclo-demographic characteristics of the
sample by urban and rural residence. The average age for
urban woman was slightly higher than the rural women. The
average number of children ever born for rural women was
higher than the urban women (3.9 as against 3.7), There
seems to be no difference in the average number of living
rhildren by urban-rural areas. Classification of respond-
ents by land ownership suggest that a little over 6€ percent
vwned land in rural areas. The comparable figure for urban
areas was 43.7 percent. About 9 percent of the sample in
both the areas was employed. Educational attainment of the
respondents shows that about 46 percent attendad ever school

in urban areas as against 29.2 percent in rural areas.

Table-3,1: SELECTED SOCIO-DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS
OF RESPONDENTS BY URBAN-RURAL RESIDENCE

Characteristics
Areas Avearage Average Average Current Percent Percent Percent
age child- 1living pregnan- owned employ- attend-
ren children cy status land ed ed school

Urban  29.2 3.7 3.0 13.5 43.7 8.8 45.8

Rural 28.9 . 3.9 3.0 14.2 68.1 8.7 29.2
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Table 3.2 shows the age distribution for the sample popula-
tion by urban and rural areas from the 1979 CPS and 1981 CPS.
In 1981 about 21 percent of the rural sample was comprised of
women less than 20 years. The comparable figure for urban
areas was about 15 percent. 0ifferences in the median age of
the vomen by areas was small, Despite small differences, it
should be noted that the proportion of the sample of ever
married women aged 15-24 years in urban areas 1s smaller than
in the rural areas. ’'his may be due to higher age at marriage

in the urban areas.

Table-3.2: PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN
BY AGE, 1879 AND 1981

Age Group 1979 CPS 1981 CPS
of Women Urban Rural Urban Rural
/15 0.9 2.1 1.1 2.4
15-19 13.2 17.6 13.8 18.5
20-24 22.3 19.9 21.2 18.5
25-29 21.1 17.8 21.5 17.9
30-34 12,3 12.7 14,2 13.4
35-39 12.0 12.0 11.5 10.5
40)-44 9.4 8.1 8.5 8.8
45-49 8.8 9.8 8.3 8.9
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
N = 1548 13933 2241 6269

Median age 25,2 24.9 25,3 25.0
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3.2. Cumulative Fartility

In this section the mean number of children ever born and
the mean number of living children are presented by rural-
urban residence. Table 3.3 shows that in urban areas ever
married women on the average 3.8 children, of these, appro-
ximately 3.0 children were still living. The corresponding
figures in rural arsas were 4.0 and 3.0 respectively. The
numbsr of children ever born and living children increased
gradually by age of women. At the end of the reproductive
period (age 45-49) an urban weman had an average of comple-
ted family size of 7.4, with 5.4 children still living.

For rural areas the comparable figures were 7.6 and 5.3
respectively. When the rural figures are standardized by
age, using the urban standard population of ever married
women in the 1981 CPS, slightly higher current estimates of
average number of children ever born and living children
are revealed for rural areas. Cumulative fertility, mea-
sured here in terms of average number of children ever born
and living children is also presented by‘urban-rural resi-
dence (Table 3.3).

Table-3.3: AVERAGE NUMBER OF CHILOREN EVER (CEB) AND
LIVING CHILDREN (LC) PER EVER MARRIED ANO
CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN BY AGE AND RURAL
AND URBAN RESIDENCE

Ever married women Currently married women
Age Urban Rural Urban Rural
CEB LC CEB LC CEB 'LC CEB LC

15-19 0.6 0.5 0.8 0.6 C.6 0.6 0.8 0.6
20-24 2.0 1.6 2.2 1.7 2.0 1.7 2.2 1.8
25-29 3.5 2.9 3.8 2.8 3.7 3.1 3.8 3.0
30-34 4,8 3,9 5.4 8.2 4.3 4.0 5.5 4.3
35-39 6.2 4.9 6.4 4.9 6.4 5.2 6.6 5.1
40-44 6.9 5.4 7 5.3 7.1 5.6 7.5 5.6
45-489 7.4 5.4 7.6 5.3 7,7 5.6 8.0 5.7
All 3.8 3.0 4.0 3.0 3.9 3.2 4.0 3.1
Age stand-

ardized Rate 4.0 3 4,2 3.2

(Standard=Urban)
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3 .3. Ever Use of Contraception

The 1981 CPS collected information on both past and current
use of modern and traditional methods of fertility regula-
tion. Current use was defined as the use of a method with-
in the mdnth'preceding the date of interview. It must be
noted that the respondents defined themselves as current
users, and no data were collected to investigate the effect-
iveness of use, It is possible that some of the respondents
reported intermittent use as current use. However, because
of the method mix the effect of this factor on the reported
figure is probably relatively small.

Table-3.4: PERCENT OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 WHO HAD
EVER USED SPECIFIC CONTRACEPTION BY METHOO

Method CPS 1979 CPS 1981
Any method 19.6 35.7
Oral P11l 11.0 13.4
Condom 3.4 6.0
UG 0.8 1.5
Tubectomy 2.3 3.7
Vasectomy 0.8 0.8
Induced abortion/MR 0.1 0.6
Injection 0.5 0.9
Vaginal method 0.4 1.5
Abstinence 1.5 6.9
Safe period 4.1 16.8
Withdrawal 0.6 7.1

Other - 1.6
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Evidence from various surveys (BFS 1875, CPS 1979) clearly indi-
cates that the level of contraceptive use in Bangladesh has been
increasing. For instanca, the proportion of ever married women
aged 15-49 years who had ever used at least one method of contra-
ception rose from about 20 percent in 1979 to about 36 percent
in 1981 (Table 3.4). Most of the ever users had tried some effi-
cient method with the pill the most widely used method. Among
ever married women in the 1881 CPS more than 13 percent reported
that they had used the pill. This compared with 11 percent in
the 1979 CPS of ever married women who reportéd evar use of pill.
Between 1979 and 1981 the use of almost all modern methods in-
creased, however, with the exception of male sterilization when
there is an evidence that it had declined. Proportion of ever
married women who used condom, IUD and tubectomy also increased
by a significant amount. The use of other methods of contracep-
tion (traditional methods of contraception) increased sharply

between the two survsys.

3.4. Urban-Rural Differentials

The percentage of women who had ever used a specific method
of contraception varied by urban and rural residence. As
Table 3.5 indicates, the level of ever use of any specific
method in urban areas was about 49 percent and in rural
areas was slightly over 34 percent. As Table 3.5 shows,
there was also cunsiderable variation by urban-rural resi-
dence in the use of specific methods. The pill is the most
popular method of contraception in both the urban areas (26
percent) ard in the rural areas (12.1 percent). The popula-
rity of other methods also varied between the urban and
rural residence. For instance, ever married women in the
rural areas were more likely to have a husband who had a
vasectomy than women in the urban areas. The higher use of

some specific mqthods in urban areas was perhaps a function
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of the greater availability and accessibility of methods. The
increase in use of traditional methods of contraception between
these two surveys was remarkable. For example, about 8.7 per-
cent ever married women in the 19739 CPS reported that thay had
used traiitional methods of contraception (in urban areas).
This increased to about 37.2 percent in the 1981 CPS. For rural

areas this figures were 5.8 percent, 30.2 percent respectively.

Table-3.5: PERCENT OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN AGED 15-49 WHD HAD
EVER USED SPECIFIC CONTRACEPTION BY METHOD AND
BY URBAN AND RURAL RESIDENCE

CPS 1979 CPS 1881 Age standardized

Method Urban Rural Urban Rural rates for rural
standard=urban

Any method 32.8 18,2 48.8 35.3 -
Oral pill 21.5 9.8 25.9 12.1 12.8
Candom 9.1, 2.8 13.5 5.2 5.4
U0 ’ 1.4 0.7 3.0 1.3 1.4
Tubectomy 4.4 2.0 5.7 3.5 3.8
Vasectomy 0.5 0.9 0.2 0.9 0.9
Induced
abortion/MR 0.5 0.1 2.1 0.4 0.5
Injection 1.8 0.3 2.8 a.7 0.7
Vaginal
method 1.5 0.3 3.6 1.3 1.6
Abstinence 1.7 1.4 7.5 6.9 7.0
Safe Period 5.9 3.9 20.1 16.5 17.2
Withdrawal 1.1 0.5 9.6 6.8 7.2
Others - - 1.7 1.6 1.7

* Source: 1979 CPS Report
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3.5. Age Pattern of Ever Users

It is likely that contraceptive use will vary according to
age. The data presented in Table 3,6 show that the percent-
age of women who have ever used contraception increases in
urban areas from 27,8 percent at the age of 15-19 to 59.9
percent at the ages of 35-39. At the ages of 40-44 the pro-
portion of women who have ever used contraception declines by
almost 14 percent from ages 35-39 and by as much as 20 percent
after 44,

Women in rural areas also were found to have ever used contra-
ception at & lower rate than urban women at all age groups.
In general the data in Table 3 .6 indicate that younger and
older ever married women were less likely to have ever used

contraception than women 20-39,

Table 3.6: PERCENT OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN WHO HAD EVER USED
CONTRACEPTION BY AGE AND URBAN-RURAL RESIDENCE
1979 AND 1981

Age 1979 CPS 1981 CPS

Urban Rural Urban Rural
/15 15.0 3.1 12.0 10.5
15-19 16.8 8.8 27.8 20.2
20-24 34.4 16.9 48,0 34.8
25-29 40.5 23.9 56.4 42.9
30-34 44,5 25,0 59.6 43.5
35-33 36.5 23.86 59.9 39,2
40-44 23.2 22,0 45.8 37.5
45-49 24,7 11.8 39.8 29.4
All - 32.8 18.2 48.8 34.3
Age Standardized Rate 35.8
(Standard=Urban)

* Sourcae: 1979 CPS Report
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3.6. Pattern of Use of Modern Methods

Table 3.7 gives the percent of ever married women who had
ever used selected modern family planning methods by urban-
rural residence. A close investigation of Table 3.7, sugg-
ests that in all instances the proportion of women whao ever
used modern family planning methods increased. However,
the exception was ale sterilization in the urban areas.
The increase for some specific methods such as IUD, induced
abortion and menstrual regulation and vaginal methods was
remarkable (see Tabla 3.7). As expected the proportion of
women who had ever used clinical methods were higher in

urban areas than in rural areas.

Table-3.7: PERCENT OF EVER MARRIEO WOMEN WHO HAD EVER USEQ
SELECTED MOOERN FAMILY PLANNING METHODS  BY
URBAN ANC RURAL RESIOENCE

Method 1979 CPS 1981 CPS
0 Urban Rural Urban Rural
Oral Pill 21.5 9.8 25.9 12.1
Condom 9.1 2.8 13.5 5.2
U0 1.4 0.7 3.0 1.3
Tubectomy 4.4 2.0 5.7 3.5
Vasectomy 0.5 0.9 0.2 0.9
Induced
abortion/MR 0.5 0.1 2.1 0.4
Injection 1.8 0.3 2.8 0.7
Vaginal
method 1,5 0.3 3.6 1.3

* Source: 1979 CPS Report



24

3.7, Socio-Economic Differentials

Table 3.8 presents the variation in the percentages of respon-
dents ever using contraception with some selected socio-
aconomic characteristics., The information provided in Table-
3.8 suggests that in rural Bangladesh more educated women
and women who were employed with cash payment are more likely
than other women to have ever useu family planning. Women
who never attended school are least likely to practice family
planning (34 percent in urban area and 30 percent in rural
area). Similar findings were also reported in the BFS 1975,
Nearly 46 percent of women in rural areas who completed pri-
mary education had ever used some method of contraception
compared.to 61 percent for those who completed eight to nine
years of schooling, and 78 percent for those who had second-
ary and above education. Analysis of ever users who had no
formal education surprisingly suggests that they were as
likely as those who completed primary education tp have ever
used contraception, Women who completed less than primary
education had the lowest proportion of ever users (19% in

rural areas}.

In the urban areas more or less a U-shaped pattern was
observed between the level of education and the ever use
rate. Differentials by employment status shc that those
who are not employed have the highest use rate compared to

those who are employed with cash or employed without cash.

Investigation of ever users by religion suggests a consi-
derable variation in percentage of women who had ever used
contraception (Table 3.8)., The non-Muslims were found to
have ever used contraception at a higher rate than Muslims
both in the rural as well as in urban areas. The contracep-
tive use rates for urban ever married women were estimated
to be 47.1 percent for Muslims and 61.0 and that in the

rural areas were respectively 32.8 percent and 43.7 percent,
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However, the differsnce between the use rate of Muslims and
non-Muslims was relatively higher in the urban areas than in
the rural area. Table 3.8 also sh.ws that there was varia-
tion in the levels of ever use of contraception by region.
Women in the Rajshahi Oivision were more likely to have ever
used contraception than women in other regions. The percent-
age of women who had ever used contraception varied from 40
percent in Rajshahi Division (in rural areas) to about 72 per-
cent in Chittagong Division. As would be expected, women in
the urban areas were mnre lilely to have over uscd contracep-

tion than women in rural areas.

lable- 3.8: PERCENT OF EVER MARRIED WOMEN WHO HAD EVER USED
CONTRACEPTION BY SOME SELECTED SDCIO-ECONOMIC

CHARACTERISTICS
Socio-economics Urban Rural
characteristics % N % N

Educational attainment

Never attended 34,4 416 30.3 1343
Less than Primary 54.5 183 19,2 423
lompleted Primary 61.1 129 45,5 186
ilass VI-VIT 91,0 91 56.4 a8
{"lass VIII-IX 72.7 101 60.7 B5
G50 and above 84,2 170 78.4 40

fmployment Status

tmployed with cash 40.9 81 43.4 237
{mployed without cash 37.5 18 35,8 58
Not employed 49,8 994 33.4 1853
Religion

Muslim 47,1 930 32.8 1771
Mon-Muslim 61.0 163 43,7 379

Region of Residence

Rajshahi 52.6 139 39,9 608
Khulna 49,8 170 37.9 540
Dhaka 53.5 567 33.2 602
Chittagong 37.6 217 26.5 400

Marital Status

Currently married 52.3 1042 35,7 2040
Currently not married 20.3 251 19.7 110
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3.8, Numbar of Methods Ever Used

It is reasonable to suspect that women who have used contracep-
tion do not have equal experiences with different methods. In
order to investigate the differences in the number of methods
ever used, we analysed the average number of modern family plann-
ing methods ever used by urban-rural residence and by age of

the women, Table 3.9 shows a consistent pattern of age and num-
ber of methods ever used, similar to the pattern of age and use
in Table 3.6. The number of methods used has a curvilinear rela-
tionship with age. The average number of methods ever used by
urban women was 2.0 as against their rural counterparts 1.7.

This differsence by urban-rural residences may be explained in
terms of accessibility and availability of family planning

met hods.

Table-3.9: AVERAGE NUMBER DF CONTRACEPTIVE METHODS EVER
USED BY EVER MARRIED WOMEN BY THEIR AGE

Average number of methods evse. Jsed

Age Urban Rural -
15 - 19 1.5 1.6
20 24 1.9 1.7
25 29 2.0 1.8
30 34 2.2 1.7
35 39 2.1 1.7
40 44 1.7 1.6
45 49 1.7 1.5
All 2.0 1.7

In the urban areas, the mean number of methods used increases
from 1.5 at the ages 15-19 as high as 2.2 at the ages of 30-34,
after that the mean declines steadily to 1.7 for the ages 40
and over. In the rural areas, the highest average number of
methods used is in the age group 25-29. There appsars to be
no significant difference in the average number of methods

used from one age group of another by rural women. Oespite
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variations in the number of methods ever used by urban-rural
residence, it can be said that Bangladeshi women have tried
on an average two methods for preventing births., The average
number of methods shown here would have been smaller if the

traditional methods were excluded.
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SECTION - 4

4.1, Overall level of Current Use

The overall and methed specific current use of different
family planning methods for rural and urban areas is shown
in Table 4.1.

The rate of current users of any method was sstimated to be
17.5 percent for the rural currently married women and 29.2
percent for the urban currently married women. Differentia-
tion by traditional and modern methods shows that in the rural
arsas 9.8 percent wers using modern methods and 7.7 percent
were using traditional methods. 1In case of urban currently
married women 21.6 percent were using modern methods and 6.1

percent wers using traditional methods.

Table- 4.1: CURRENT USE DF CONTRACEPTION AMONG CURRENTLY
MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50 YEARS OF AGE, BY METHOD

Contraceptive Rural Urben
Status No.of C.M.W. % No.of C.M.W. %
Modern Methods(all) 560 9.80 429 21,56
Oral Pill 172 3.01 163 8.19
Condom 74 1.30 82 4,12
IUD 18 .32 16 .80
Tubsctomy 214 3.75 124 6.23
Vasaectomy 49 .86 4 .20
Injection 19 .33 26 1.31
Vaginal mathod 14 .25 14 .70
traditional methods(e11)441 7.71 122 6.13
Abstinence ' 71 1.24 24 1,21
Safe Period 223 3.90 78 3.92
Withdrawal 104 1.82 37 1.8E
Other 43 75 13 .65
Any method 1001 17.52 581 29.20
. No methed . 4712 82.48 1409 70.80

All 5713 100.00 19490 100.00
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The method specific current use rate shows that in the rural
areas the most widely used methods are safe period (3.9 per-
cent), tubectomy (3.8 percent), and oral pill (3.0 percent).
In the urban argas the widely used methods are oral pill (8.2
percent), tubectomy (6.2 percent), condom (4.1 percent) and

safe period (3.9 percent).

4.2, Differentials by Demographic Variables
4.2.1.,Age

The current use of any method by the currently married women

was found to increase for both rural and urban women up to the
age 34, and then it gradually declined (Tables 4 .2a and 4 .2b).
A similar pattern was observed in the 1979 CPS. 1In the 1981
CPS, 42.12 percent of the urban currently married women and
23.43 percent of the rural currently married women of age group
30-34 were using a method of family planning In the 1979 CPS
for the same age groups of currently married women the respect-
ive urban and rural figures were 30.4 percent and 15.5 percent

(1979 CPS, p.63).

The use of permanent method gradually increased with the
increase in age up to the age group 35-39 (13.3 percent) and
then again declined for the urban women (Table 4.2b). The use
of temporary methods among urban currently married women foll-
owed almost a similar pattern but the peak (21.2 percent) was
in the age group 30-34. 1In case of traditional methods the
urban women showed a positive pattern between their age and
the rate of use up to the age group 35-39 (12 percent) and
then gradually declined.

In case of rural currently married women more or less a similar
pattern was observed but with a relatively lower rates of almost

all age groups of women (Table 4.2a).
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Table-<4 .2a: PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50
YEARS OF AGE USING CONTRACEPTION fY DROAD CATE-
GORIES OF METHUDS AND BY AGE GROUP (RURAL)

' 19687 CPS '

» No.of . Users by categories | Per- | Per- |
Age N N ’ o4 . ' . . .
Group currently, methods , cent | cent |

' married Modern methods!Tradi- !Total !Mon- 11979

! owomen y Perma- Tempo-jtional jusers |users (CPS*

! y nent  rory  methods! J ;
L 15 142 - 1.41 1.41 2.82 47.18 2.5
15-19 TU76 55 3.40 4,73 9.204 10.80 5.0
20-24 1097 Z2.84 5.46 8.66 16.77 83,20 9.9
25-29 1065 5.82 7.04 9,39 22.35 77.6% 12.5
30-34 794 8,149 6,30 B8.94 23,43 /76.57 15,5
35-39 576 6.33 4,86 7.97 21,18 78.82 16.1
40-44 471 7.27 6.16 9,55 22,93 77.07 16.0
45-44 442 3.66 2.24 6.30 12,20 47.80 8.5
Total 5715 4,60 5,21 7.72 17.52 82,48 11.1
Age Standaordized Rate - - - 16,4 - (N=12884)

(Standard=Uroan)

* Source: 1979 088 Report, p.o3

Table-4.2b: PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WUMEN UNDER 50
YEARS OF AGE USING CONTRACEPTION Y BROAD CATE-
GORIES OF METHODS AND BY AGE GROUP (URBAN)

R 1987 CPS v

! y Users by categories | Per- ! Per-
Age ' 'o. ] ] ) ]
Gioup ) ESPg:ntly: methods ! cent | cent 11979

v ! Modern methodsTradi- | Total! Non- !CPS*

' married ! , es ' '

. women ! Perma-)Tempo- ;tional | users, users ,

' ; nent  ‘rary  ‘methods) ! :
/15 23 - - - 4,35 95,65 5.0
15-19 275 - 8.00 5.45 13.45 86.55 8.1
20-24 433 1.39 17.78 5.54 24,71 75.29 20.9
25-29 430 6.08 20.87 7.80 35.55 04.45 24.2
30-34 292 11,30 21,23 9,59 42,12 57.88 30.4
35-39 226 13.27 15.04 11.95 40.27 59.73 25.8
40-44 159 10.06 6.92 10.69 27.67 72,33 15.0
45-49 148 8.90 2.74 4,11 15.75 84.25 15.9
Total 1890 6.43 15,13 7.64 29,24y 70.80 20.6

(N=1443)

* Source: 1979 CPS Report, p.B3,
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4,2.2. Children Ever Born

Percentage distribution of current users by categories of
mathods and number of children ever born is shown for rural

and urban areas in Tables 4 .3a and 4 .3b respectively.

In case of rural women the rate of use increased consistently
with the Increase 1 the number of children ever born and
this was found true up to seven children cver bern (Table-
4.3a). About 24 percent having scven chlldren of  the curr-
ently married women were currently using o fanily planning
method.
Table-g4 .3a: PERCENTAGE OF CURRKENTLY MARRILD wibioii UNDER 50
YEARS OF AGE USING CONTRACEPTION i3 BROAD CATE-

GORIES OF METHODS AND BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN
EVER BORN (RURAL)

' ' XTI -t Ou AP e N Ly R
No. of ' No. of : Usurs by categories of : Hey : Per
children ' currently’ me:t hods voeent ) cent
, y: Modern methods' Tradi- | Totol | Non-
gver born, married — Lo ! :
' ' Perma-! Tempo-! tional | users | users
, women ! ' , R )
\ ¢ nent ) rary ! methoos, .
0 717 14 1.81 2,13 4,18 95,87
1 762 26 4,20 6.U6 11.42 88.58
2 720 3.18 6.11 9.17 168,47 81.53
3 635 5.83 7.24 7.56 20,63 79.37
4 573 6.45 5.06 §.65 21.47 78.53
5 533 8.44 6.19 7.72 2,45 78.0%
6 494 8.10 6.68 8.30 2l 76.92
7 368 0,28 4,38 10,06 D17 76,29
8 330 5,76 5.76 9,08 SULB1 73.39
9 215 3.72 4,19 7.44 15,35 84,65
10 154 2.60 5.84 12,34 20,78 -79,22
11 32 4,35 4,35 6.52 1,22 54.78
12+ 95 6,32 8.42 10.53 25,26 74,74
N.S. 5 10,00 - 20.00 4,00 40.00
Total 5713 4,60 5,20 7.72 17.52 82.48
Children aver born
Standardized rate 17,60

(Standard=Urban)
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Among the urban currently married women the rate continued

to increase up to five children sver born (Table 1.3h).

Permanent methods showed a strong relationship with the child-
ren ever born in both rural and urban women. The peak in both
the areas was observed for those having five children ever
born, the percentage of current users for these groups were
8.4 in the rural and 11.5 in urba: areas. There was no con-
sistent relationship between the children ever born and tempo-

rary and traditional method users in the rural arcas. However,

Table-4.3b: PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50
YEARS OF AGE USING CONTRACEPTION BY BROAD CATE-
GORIES OF METHOD BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER
BORN (URBAN)

No. of No.of Users Sztﬁgzigories of '

o TSN WoEiTm meteds Tradl Lokl o

women Perma- lempo- tional

nent rary methods
0 245 - 6.53 2.15 8.98 91,02
1 239 .84 19.25 3.77 23.85 76,15
2 287 2.78 20.56 8.71 32,06 67.94
3 230 5.865 20.87 8.70 35,22 64.78
4 233 9.01 16.31 10,73 35.62 64.38
5 209 11.48 14.83 11.96 38.28 61,72
6 158 10.13 12.03 10.76 32.91 67.09
7 1186 12.07 16,38 9.48 37.93 62.07
8 102 11.76 7.84 7.84 27,45 72.55
9 65 9.23 10.77 7.69 27.68 72,31
10 48 14,58 8.33 2.08 25.00 75.00
11 29 10.34 10.34 - 20,68 79,31
12+ 27 7.41 11.11 3.70 22,22 77.78
N.S. 2 - - - - 100.00

All 1990 6.43 15,13 7.64 29.20 70.80
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among the traditional method users in the urban areas a consis-
tent upward increase in use rate was observed with the increase
in the number of children ever barn and a peak of 12 percent was
found for those having five children ever born. The rates after-
wards gradually daclined to 2,1 parcent among those with ten

children ever born.

4,2.3.Living Children

For the rural currently married women the current use rate of
any method was 4.4 percent, 11.4 percent anu 18.8 percent res-
pectively for those with no living child, with one living child
and with two living children (Table 4.4a).

Table-4.4a: PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50
YEARS OF AGE USING CONTRACEPTION BY BROAD CATE-
GORIES OF METHODS AND BY NUMBER OF LIVING CHILD-
REN (RURAL)

No. of No. of Users by categories of

livin urrentl methods
*hildg C1rri d 4 Modern methods Tradi-  Total Non-
¢ ren marrie Perma- Tempo- tional users  users
women
nent rary methods
0 833 0.12 2.04 2.28 4,44 95,56
1 977 0.82 4,20 6.35 11.36 88.64
2 852 4.1 5.63 3.04 18.78 81.22
3 830 6.14 7.47 9.64 23.25 76.75
4 685 8.76 B 4,82 8.61 22.19 77 .61
5 549 8.74 7.47 7.10 23.32 76.648
6 427 8.43 4,92 11.48 24,82 75.18
7 290 5,86 4.83 8.28 18,97 81,03
8 146 2.05 6.85 11.64 20,55 79.4%
9+ 124 3.23 8.06 12.10 23.39 76.31
Total 5713 4.60 5.20 7.72 17.52 82,48
Living children
Standardized rate 17.8

(Standard=Urban)
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The number of living children had more or less sama pattern of
relationship with current use as the number of children ever
born. In case of urban, the percentage using any contraception
rose suddenly from 8.2 percent among currently married women
with no living children to 21.3 percent among those withOne liv-
ing child and to 33 percent among those with two living children
(Table-4.4n).

Table-4.4b: PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50
YEARS OF AGE USING CONTRACEPTION BY BROAD CATE-
GORIES OF METHODS AND BY NUMBER OF LIVING CHILD-
REN (URBAN)

Users by categories of

No.of No. of

living currently Nodernnﬁ;:EgZS Tradi- Total Non-

children Eg;gied Perma- Tempo- tional USers  users

nent rary methods

0 280 0.36 5.71 2.14 8.21 81.79
1 291 0.34 15.81 5.15 21.31 78.69
2 336 3.27  21.73 8.04 33.04 66,96
3 277 7.58 18.41 11.55 37.55  B62.45
4 266 g9.02 15.M 10.53 34,96 65.04
5 216 11.57 16.67 10.19 38.43  61.57
6 123 13.82 13,82 4,07 31.71 68.29
7 94 17.02 9.57 10.64 37.23  B82.77
8 61 13.11 13.11 8.20 34,43 65.57
9+ 46 8.70 8.70 4.35 21.74 78.26

TJotal 19890 6.43 15.13 7.64 29,20 70.80

Regarding the use of permanent method, in the urbon areas the
rate of permanent method users increasad consistent]y with the
increase in the number of living children and a peak of 17 per-

cent was observed for those having seven living children.

In the case of rural women, permanent method used showed a clear
trend up to four living children where the peak occured at 8.8

percent and then gradually declined up to eight living children.
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4.3, Differentials by Socio-Economic Variables

4.3.1. Religion

The current contraceptive use rate was higher among non-Muslims
than the Muslims both in the rural and the urban areas. Thae
current use of non-Muslims was 25,3 percent and that of Muslims

was 16.3 parcent in the rural areas (Table-4.5a).

In the urban arsas the current rate of Muslim users was 27 per-

cent and that of non-Muslims 44.5 percent (Table-4.5%b).

Interestingly the rate of traditional method used for both the
Muslims and non-Muslims was almost equal in the rural and urban
areas. However, the rate of permanent and temporary method

users among the non-Muslims were relatively higher both in the
urban and rural areas compared with that of the Muslims in the

two areas.

Table-4.5a: PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN UNDER 50
YEARS OF AGE USING CONTRACEPTION BY DROAD CATE-
GORY OF METHOD AND BY RELIGIOUS STATUS (RURAL)

Users by categories of
Religious No. of methods

currently TR
Status married Moderr metiods  yryi-  Total Non-
Perma- Tempo-
woinen ent rar tional users users
nen ary methods
Muslim 4917 3.80 5.15 7.32 16.27 83.73
Non-Muslim 796 9.55 5.52 10.18 25.25 74.75
All 5713 4.60 5.20 7.72 17.52 82.48
Religion Standardized Rate 17.4

(Standard=Urban)
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Table-4.5b: PERCENTAGE OF CURRENTLY MARRIED WOMEN UNDER S0
YEARS OF AGE USING CONTRACEPTION BY BROAD CATE-
GORIES OF METHODS AND BY RELIGION (URBAN]

Users by categories of fPer-  Per-
No. of .
Religious current 1 methods cent cent
Status y Modern methods Tradi- Total Non-
married -
Perma- Tempo- tional wusers users
women
nent rary methods
Mus1lim 1743 5.34 14,52 7.7 272,00 72.98
Non-Muslim 247 14 .17 19,43 10.93 44,53 55.47
Total 1990 5.43 15.13 7.64 29,20 70,80

4.,3.2.Education

The current contraceptive use rate was tfound to be positively
associated with the level of education of the currently marr-
ied women (Table 4.6a and 4 .6b)., This was consistent with
the findings for both rural and urban areas. An exception
was observed for the rural currently married wemen with Degree
and above level of education. liowever, the number of women
in this yroup was very small., A similar relationchip between
contraceptive use pattern and the level of education has been
obiserved In almost all previous studies conducted in Bangla-
desh, Ttis finding tempts us to draw the hypothesis that

the higher educational levels are associated with the higher

contraceptive use,

In contrast with the above findings the permanen. method
acceptanc: was inversely related with the level of educa-

tion butss in the urban as well as in raral areas,

In the case of the urban woinen, the use of temporary oand
traditional methads had a direct relationship with the level

of education,
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