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CHAPTER I 

BACKGROUND 

I.I. 'Dail in the National Family Planning Program 

Although the Family Planning Program in Bangladesh was started first in 
193 at private Initiative, the direct Governmental intervention ii popu­
lation matters was made in the mid-sixties, With a view to motivating 
rural people and distributing contraceptive at their door-steps, the government 
relied heavily on Peoples' confidants who were available in the area to sustain 
regular contacts with clientele group. Accordingly. the system of employing 
village dais (midwives) was introduced. In each village dais were chosen 
from among those women, who were consulted by other village on matters 
of sex and sickness. In addition, these women were usually those who used 
to nurse pregnant mothers, help them at the time of delivery and provide 
them with other post-delivery services. These women had thus, natural inti­
macy with the target women and, as such, could overpass objections to 
discussing problems relating to birth control matters. That her advice was 
often sought on such matters and presumably respected, gave the dai a 
distinct advantage In her dual functions as a motivator, and as a dispenser 
of contraceptives. 

1.2 Introduction of Family Welfare Assistants (FWAS) in the National Family 
Planning Program 

In spite of sincere efforts of the Government and higher amount of 
financial allocation, the Family Planning Program during the late sixties and 
early seventies could not achieve desired level of success. In view of this, 
the Government felt the necessity of strengthening the existing population 
control program, especially at the grass-root level. As a corollary to this, 
the necessity of employing better qualified full-time female workers on a 
regular basis as against the existing dais employed on part-time basis, was 



felt. 	 Accordingly a new cadre of workers known as Family Welfare Assistants 
(FWAs) at the Ward' level was created to work under the supervision of 
Union2 level Family Placnirng Assistants (FPAs) - workers of another new 
cadre. A total number of 13,500 FWAs and 4,500 FPAs were planned 
to be recruited for the entire country (Two Year Plan, 1978.1980, Govern­
ment of Bangladesh, Page - 258). Motivating aud educating the eligible 
couples for adopting family planning methods as well as distribution of 
contraceptives were to be the main responsibilities of chese workers. 

It is to be noted here that all the 18,000 regular workers were re­
cruited in phases. Since these recruitments were not done at one time, 
the part-time dais were allowed to continue their services. But once the 
recruitment was complete, the services of the dais were discontinued. But 
in spite of this change in personnel structure, performancce did not improve
and, as such, the services of dais were revived with a view to supple­
menting the effort3 of FPAs and FWAs. 

1.3 	 Job Conditions of Dais, and FWAs 

The services of dais were more or less, infomal and they were 
given a paltry amount of Tk. 15/- as monthly remuneration, whereas the 
FWAs were given a monthly salary of Tk. 400/-. Subsequently, along
with the increases in salary of FWAs and other Government employees, 
the monthly remuneration of dais was increased to Tk. 50/. only. In 
October, 1983 the provision of monthly remuneration of dais was discon­
tinued, although their referral fees for each sterilization and IUD cases 
were increased to Tk. 45/., but no change in the referral fees of the regular
health and family planning workers was made. Of course, through a recent 
circular s, the Government has made the provision of the same referral fee 
(Tk.45/.) for the health and Family Planning workers for sterilization cases, 
with effect from the Ist March, 1985. In order to be registered as a dai 

1. 	 A 'Ward' is the lowest administrative tier of the local Gvernment and of the Family 
Planning infrastructure. 

2. 	 A 'Union' is the second lowest administrative tier of the local Government and of the 
Family Planning infrastructurc. 

3. 	 No. PC/S-Coord - 1/25 /84/21 dated 26/2/85 

2 



a woman is not required- to have attained any standard grade of education, 
whereas for becoming an FWA, a women has to possess at least seconlary 
school certificate' (SSC). 

An FWA has to meet a monthly target of recruiting acceptors of diffe­
rent family planning methods. Each and every FWA is officially required 
to motivate two clients for accepting sterilization, two for condom, two for 
oral pill, one for IUD, ard one for either menstrual regulatfon (M.R.) or 
injection (Ministry of Health and Population Control, 1983). On the other 
hand, dais operate under no such target meeting condition. The FWAs 
are required to undertake home visits in a routine manner as per tour 
program approved by Family Planning Officers, In contrast, the dais do 
not have such mandatory responsibilities. Again, whereas the FWAs are 
affiliated to the Population Control Wing of the Ministry of Health and 
Population Control, the dais simply get registration from the office of'the 
upazaila health and family planning officer. Thus, dais and FWAs are 
two different types of workers in respect of terms and conditions of their 
involvement in the national family planning program. 

1.4 The Problem 

From the above discussion, it is evident that the two groups of family 
planning workers at grass-root level, namely dais, and FWAs, are working 
under different sets of service terms and conditions, although they are per­
forming similar type of works. With the discontinuation of their monthly 
salary and introduction of the system of enhanced referral fees, the role of 
dais has been narrowed down in the sense that they are no more in the 
salary structure of the government and, as such, not accountable to the 
administration. Whatever meagre amount they used to receive previously 
as salary, it created a sense of belonging amongst them. but now, they 
have become completely irregular workers vis-a-vis the FWAs who are regular 
employees of the Government. 

A few studies were undertaken to measure the performance of the 
field workers. A hou Fehold contraceptive distribution program in Matlab 

1. Requirement of S'S'C is relaxed for Chittagong Hill Tracts.
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thana succesrully used traditional birth attendants (r.B.As) for dispensation 
of contraceptives, mainly oral pills (Khan, et el, 1977). From subsequent
analysis It was revealed that the T.B.As were relatively less efficient as 
contraceptive distributors than younger literate women (FWAs). (Rahman, 
et, el, 1978). Another study conducted by ICDDR'B (Islam, 1980) corro.
borated the findings of an earlier study (Croley, et el. 1966) which found
that a small proportion of rural deliveries were attended by professional 
midwives, and a large proportion were attended by relatives. Quddus (1979)
observed that although the performance of FWAs was not satisfactory, yet
they were the major sources of family planning service delivery in the rural 
community. The planning Commission also felt the necessity of retaining
the services of dais along with those of FWAs as is indicated in the 
following paragraph : 

"Given training, incentives, and reasonable salary, the part­
time workers like DArs may also prove worthy, as the exper­
ience of SAVAR and COMPANIGONJin Bangladesh suggests.
These points are made to emphasize that the DAIs are not 
yet found to be dysfunctional to the family planningprogram,
in spite of Poor salary, part-time work and low level of 
training. We, therefore, believe that it would be too hasty 
to replace the DAIs with FWAs as suggested in the Family 
Planning scheme (1973-78) of the Government of Bangladesh. 
Use of part-time field workers for family plannigfield service 
merits, serious consideration. This is likely to give the pro­
gram an accelerated pace. Since the main thrust of the 
family planning program is domiciliary, there is a need to 
think as to how the services could be made more easily
available to the rural people" (Population Section, Planning 
Commission, 1977(pp :25-26) 

No detailed and extensive study has so far been undertaken in Bangla­
desh to investigate the natue and volume of works done by dais as well 
by FWAs. In view of the services rendered by the grass-root level family
planning workers, in the context of the nation's efforts to curb population
boom, it is important to examine the type and quantum of services being 
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rendered by these two groups of wfrkers. The necessity of such a study 
was also felt by the Planning Commission (Population Section, 1977, pp.-25-26") 

1.5 	 Objectives 

The main objective of this study is, thus, to single out the one of 
the two types of workers -- FWA and dai -whose job performance level 
is higher than th .:of the other and to identify the factcrs responsible 
for such differential performance.. 

Specifically, the objectives are: 

I. To measure the relative performance of full time and part time 
workers with respect to 
i 	 . Making visits to and establishing acquaintance with the clentele 

women. 
il. Raising level of knowledge of the family planaing methods 

of the women. 
iii. 	 Increasing contraception use rate. 

2. 	 To investigate causes which are likely to affect performance of workers. 
3. 	 To bring out a comparative analysis of the FWA served and dai 

served areas on selected demogrrphic and socio-econmic characte. 
ristics of the women and workers. 

5
 



CHAPTER II 

METHODOLOGY 

The Non-Equivalent adapted Control Group Pretest-Posttest Design has
boen employed for carrying out the study. Two groups which are similar, but 
not formed by random assignment, have been measured both before and after 
one of the two groups got the experimental treatment. The design has been 
used to evaluate the impact or two different treatments XL ( posting of FWA )
and X. ( Posting of dai) 

2.1 Evaluation Design 
A : Design for evaluating impact of treatment X, ( Posting of FWAs ). 

Before (Pre) Treatment After (Post) Difference Net Impact 

Eb X, E1 D, =E-E 1 

i1= DI-D2 
Ch 

- Ca D2 CaCbD-C,-cI 
where, B~b The value of the dependent variable ( on which the impact

of X, is to be measured ) for the group of women selected 
from an area served by dais ( but not by FWAs ) and studied 
through baseline survey before applying the treatment X. 
( posting of FWAs). This is the experimental group for 
treatment X,. 

a
aEl The value of the dependent variable for the same group of 

women who have 	again been studied through the follow-up 
survey conducted about six months after the treatment X1 
( posting of FWAs ) was applied. 

a b 
D=_Ez-Ej 	 Difference in values of the dependent variable for the same 

group of women observed at different times : before and after 
the experimentation period for treatment X,. 
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b 
C1 The value of the dependent variable for another group of 

women, similar in respect of socio-economic and demographic 
characteristics to the experimental g".)up for treatment X1, 
chosen from an area served by dais (not by FWAs) and 
studied through baseline survey along with the group for Exb. 

This is the comparison group, not exposed to treatment X1. 
a 

The value of the dependent variable for the same comparison 

group of women as for C~b, but observed through the follow-up 
survey along with the group for Eb. This group has not been 
exposed to the treatment XL. 

a b 
D 2 -C 1 -C The difference in values of the dependent variable for the same 

group of women (comparison group ) observed at different 
points of time :before and after the experimentation period. 
This D2 will provide us with an estimate of the -change' caused 
by confounding and contamination. 

D-D 2 =The net impact of the treatment X ( posting of 
FWAs), The value of 1, may be positive, negative or zero. 
But it is expected that D, is greater than D2 and hence a posi. 
tive impact of the treatment X,. If 1,turns out to be zero or 
negative, this would mean no impact or negative impact. 

B. Design for evaluating impact of treatment X, (Posting of 
dais )-

Before (pre) Tre Ltment After (post) Difference Net Impact 
2: X, E2- D3 ._.l-E2 

12"-D3- D4 

b 
where, E 2 The i alue of the dependent variable for the group of women 

take from an area served by FWAs ( but not by dais) and 
studied through baseline survey before applying the treatment 
X2 ( posting of dais)- This is the experimental group for 
treatment X2. 
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a
E: The value of the dependent variable for the same group ofwomen as for Eab, but observed again through follow-up surveyconducted about six months after the treatment X2 ( posting 

of dais ) was applied. 
a b 

D3-'E-E2 Diference in values of the dependent variable for the same group of women observed at two points of ttme : before andafter the experimentation period for treatment X2. 
Cb

2 The value of the dependent variable for another group ofwomen, similar to the experimental group for treatment X2,chosen from an area served by FWAs (not by dais,) andstudied through baseline survey. It is the comparison group,
not exposed to treatment X2. 

a 
C2: The value of dependent variable for the same comparisongroup of women as for Cob, but observed through follow-up

survey. This group has not been exposed to the treatment X2. 
D4 C,-C 2. : The differencea b 

in values of the dependent variable for the 
same group of women (comparisou group) observed atdifferent points of time : before and after the experimentation
period. This will giveD4 us an estimate of the effect of
confounding and contamination. 

12 D3 - D4 =the net impact of the treatment X. ( posting of
dais). Values of 12 may be positive negative zeroorhave similar explanation and 

as those in case of I except that here 
we are concerned with daisand not with FWAs. 

For each group of variables studied through the baselin.) and follow-upsurveys in accordance with the evaluation design referred to above, we mayexpect that 1. > 12, as because I is the net impact caused by regular workers.FWAs, while 1. is due to part-timc workers-dais, 
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2.2 Sample Design 

For the study, 24 wards having dai (dai areas) in service ( where no FWA 
was posted) and 24 wards having FWA (FWA areas) in service ( where no dai 

was posted were purposively selected. These wards were spread over six 

upazilas of Mymensingh district', and one upazila of Tangail district2. A base­

line survey was conducted in these 48 wards from each of which about 32 curr­

ently married women of reproductive age ( CMWRA ) were seltcted following 

the systematic random sampling technique. Out of 24 dai areas, 12 were 

selected randomly for treatment X, and defined as experimental area E,, and 

the remaining 12 as the comparison area C1. In each of the El areas, one FWA 

was posted immediately after the baseline survey. Similarly out of 24 FWA 

areas, 12 were selected randomly for tiatment X. and defined as experimental 

area E2 while the remaining 12 wards were treated as comparison area C2. In 

each of the B2 areas one dai was posted after the baseline survey. 

In the follow-up survey efforts was made to cover those CMWRA who had 

got the coverage in the baseline survey conducted before the treatments was 

given. The distribution of respondents by area is shown below 

Number of Respondents by Type of Area 

Type of Area Number of Respondents 

Experimental Area (E1 

( dai area, FWA as input) 
Control Area ( C1 ) 
( dai area, no input) 
Experimental Area ( E2 ) 
( FWA area, dai as input) 
Control Area ( C2 ) 
(FWA area, no input) 

) 309 

422 

384 

436 

Total 1,551 

1. Muktagacha Fulpur. Gaffarg ion, Trishal, Fulbaria, and Ishwarganj 
2. Gopalpur. 
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2.3 Data Collection 

Two types of respondents namely, currently married women of reproductiveage, and family planning workers ( FWA and dat ) were interviewedthe surveys. For in bo,heach type of respondents a separate standardized Interviewschedule was prepared. The same instruments were administered in both thesurveys (baseline and follow-up). The interviews were conducted by thetrained female interviewers. As many as five teams, each composed of four femaleinterviewers and a supervisor, were deployed 
 for data collection.
visor's task The super­was to provide guidance to the female interviewers in respect ofdifferent aspects of interview.
The baseline survey was conducted during August- September, 1984 and thefollow-up survey was carried out during March-April, 1985. In the follow-upsurvey 12.4 percet respondents, who were interviewed in the baseline survey,were dropped due to 'experimental mortality'. 

2.4 Data Processing 

The informa,!on recorded in the filled-in schedules were edited, coded andverified manually. Data processing was done using the computer facilities atthe Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies, Dhaka. 

10
 



CHAPTER III 

CHARACTERISTICS OF THE WOMEN 

3.1 Introduction 

This chapter is devoted to provide a brief overvi.-w of a few selected charac­

teiistics such as, age, age at first marriage, education, economy, employment 

status, size of land owned, religion, and type of house of the currently married 

women. Fertility of women interviewed has also been discussed here using 

both retrospective and current information on births. It may be recalled that 

the present study was conducted in two phas-s. Th. first survey, designated as 

baseline survey, was conductedabout six months before the second one was 

carried out, The same group of women were interviewed in both the surveys. 

On the assumption that the characteristics included in this chapter are unlikely 

to change over a short interal of time of six months, the discussion has mostly 

been confined to the follow-up survey data. 

3.2 Age 

Age of a woman is believed to have influence on her contraceptive behaviour. 

The age distribution of the currently married women by type of area is shown 

in Tabie 3.1. The distribution shows little variation from one area to another, 

except for a few age groups. For example, in the E2 area the percentage: of 

in the age group 20-24 is 21.9, while in other areas the percentages inwomen 
the same age group range from 26.1 to 29.6. The mean ages of the respondents 

The samefor different areas are also quite close to e3ch other (around 28 years). 

is true for median ages as well ( around 27 years ). However, women in 02 area 
"appear a little younger than women of other* areas (mean age 27.1 years and 

median age 26.0 years ). These results agree quite well with those of the other 
Kamal,studies conducted in recent times ( Islam and Khan, 1985 , Mitra and 

1985 , MIS, 1983 ). 
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TABLE 1 
Percentage of Currently Married Women Under 50 Years of Age by Current 
Age 	and Type of Area 

TYPE OF AREA 
Age 

E 
Number percent 

C1 

Number percent 

E2 

Number percent 

C2 

Number percent 
15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30.34 

35.39 

40-44 

45-49 

26 

83 

84 

47 

33 

27 

9 

8.4 

26.9 

27.2 

15.2 
10.7 

8.7 

2.9 

32 

110 

125 

82 

39 

19 

15 

7.6 

26.1 

29.6 

19.4 

9.2 

4.5 

3.6 

36 

84 

109 

87 
41 

19 

8 

9.4 

21.9 

28.4 

22.6 
10.7 

4.9 

2.1 

66 

129 

94 

75 
45 

21 

6 

15.1 

29.6 

21.6 

17.2 
10.3 

4.8 

1.4 
All 309 100.0 422 100.0 384 100.0 436 100.0 

Mean 

Median 
28.4 

27.3 
28.2 

27.2 
28.6 

27.6 
27.1 

26.0 

3.3 	 Age at First Marriage 

The age at which women marry is an important demographic variablehas direct bearing on fertility and reproductive behaviour. 
and 

Since age at marriageinfluences fertility by governing the number of years of exposure to the fisk ofconception, it is important to understand the marriage pattern.
The distribution of women by their age at first marriage is shown in Table3.2 for all the areas. A large proportion of the women Interviewed are 	 foundto have got married before reaching age 15. The 	 figure is the highest (66.9percent ) in the control area C, 	followed by experimental area 	E. (66.1 percent). 

12 



In control area C2, half of the currently married women were married before 

reaching age 15. None is found to have married after the age of 24 years. Both 
the means and the medians are found to centre around an age of 14 years. 

TABLE 3.2 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Under 50 Years of Age by Age at 
First Marriage and Type of Area 

Age at First TYPE OF AREA 
Marriage 
(in Years) El C1 E2 C2 

<10 3.0 5.5 2.0 2.3 

10-14 55.7 61.4 62.2 47.7 

15-19 36.9 32.3 32.3 48.9 

20.24 3.5 1.8 2.6 1.1 

All 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

(N) (309) (422) (384) (436) 

Mean 14.2 13.5 13.7 14.4 

Median 14.0 13.6 13.5 14.5 

3.4 Womens' Educational Attainment 

Data on educational attainment of the women Interviewed are shown in 

Table 3.3. The table clearly demonstrates a homogeneous situation in all the 
areas in terms of the level of education of the women. About 7 out of every 10 
women are found to have no formal schooling. About a quarter of the women 
are reported to have completed primary level education. A little over four out 

of every hundred women received six to nine years of schooling. Only a few 
women are reported to have had completed SSC or higher degree. The overall 
literacy rate ( about 34 percent ) is relatively higher in the current study com­
pared to those reported in the 1979 CPS (24.2 percent ), and in 1983 CPS 
( 31.8 percent ). 
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3,5 Husbands' Educational Attralument 

Data on educational attainment of the husbands of the respondents are also
shown in the same table. Husbands on the whole, seem to be, as expected,
better educated than their wives. In the present study, nearly 45 percent of the 
women reported their husbands as having ever-attended school, while the 
comparable figure for the women is about 34 percent. 

A sizeable proportion of the women theirreported husbands as having
completed secondary or higher level of education. Thus 15.2 percent women
in E1, 15.6 percent in C , 18.2 percent in, both E2 and C2 redorted that their
husbands had completed SSC or higher degree. The comparable rural figures
in the 1981 and 1983 CPSs are 10.0 and 9.6 respectively. 

3.6 Work Status 

It is generally believed that the employment status of women has some 
influence on the contraceptive knowledge ard 'ractice and, as such, an attempt
has been made to investigate whether the women are involved in any activities
for earning cash income. It appears from Table 3 3 that a very few women are
engaged in income generating activities. In E, only 2.6 percent, in CL1.4 percent,
in E2 5.7 percent, and in C. 8.5 percent of the women reported to be working 
for cash income within or outside their home. 

3.7 Size of Land Owned 

With respect to average size of land owned no significant variation is obser.
ved among the four areas. However, area E1 appears to be somewhat better
off with an av.rage landholding size of 2.2 acres compared to the other aras
 
( Table 3.3 ).
 

3.8 Religion 

An overwhelming majority of the women in the study areas are Muslims.In area E, 92.2 percent women are Muslims, while in areas C 1, E2, and C2 the
corresponding percentages are 94.1, 96.1, and 97.1 respectiely. The comparable
figures, as obtained from the 1981, and 1983 CPSs on rural ever married women 
are 88.0 percent and 88.6 percent respectively. 
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3.9 Family Economy 

The status of family economy -a trichotomous variable has been measured in 
this study on respondents' own views. A close ended question ,How does 
your family run with the income earned from different sources" was put. The 
response categories were deficit , equilibrium ( neither deficit nor surplus ) and 
surplus. The variable has been used as a surrogate measure of the family 
income. 

Tie distribution of households by status of family econemy shows 
that about one out of every ten households had surplus income in each 
area except El (Table ?.3), where the percentage of households with surplus 
income is a little higher. The experimental area E. seems to suffer more 
from deficit economy where nearly [cii' of the women are reported to 
belong to tihs category. 

3.10 House Type 

The distribution of the respondents with respect to their house type 
is shown in Table 3.5. It is seen from the table that more than 50 per­
cent of the women interviewed were living in houses with masonry wali 
and any kind of roof. This is true for all the areas. About an equal 
proportion (44.0 percent) of women reported ro have houses of non-masonry 
wall with tin roof, Only a few women reported to have houses with non­
masonry wall with thatched roof. 

3.11 Household Size 

A lack of substantial variatian in the.t household sizes of different areas 
Is evident from Table 3.3. The household size Is the highest (7.7) in area 
E, while it is the lowest (6.6) in both E, and C, areas. 
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TABLE 3.3
 

Percentage of Currently Married Women by Level of Education, Family
Economy, and Other Background Characteristics 

Bacckground 	 TYPE OF A LEA
Characterijtics P ------ _E_ 
 C_ 
 E. 
 C. 

A. 	 Education
 
No Schooling 66.3% 
 72.1% 66.1% 66.0% 
Class I-V 25.9% 20.9% 24.1% 23.8% 
Class VI-IX 4.8% 4.3% 5.2% 4.5%
SSC & Above 3.0% 2.1% 4.1% 2.3% 

B. 	 Husband's Education
 
No Schooling 52.4% 
 55.9% 53.7% 55.5% 
Class I-V 18.8% 16.2% 13.3% 14.0% 
Class VI-IX 13.f% 12.3% 14.8% 12.3% 
SSC & Above 15.2% 15.6% 18.2% 18.2% 

C. 	 Work Status 
None 97.4% '8.6% 94.2% 91.5% 
In-house activity 1.0% 0.2% 2.3% 5.3% 
Off-hourse activity 1.6% 1.2% 3.4% 3.2% 

D. 	 Average size of land 
Owned in decimal 223,6 184.4 176.6 192.9 
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TABLE 3.3 (Coot.) 

Background 
Characteristics 

Et 

T Y PE 
C, 

OF AREA 

E2 C2 

E" Family Economy 

Deficit 38.8% 43.8% 49.0% 45.2% 

Equilibrium 

Surplus 

47.9% 

13.3% 

45,9% 

10.4% 

40.8% 

10.% 

44.7% 

10.1% 

F. Religion 

Islam 92.2% 94.1% 96.1% 97. 1% 

Hindu 7.8% 5"9% 3.9% 2.9% 

G. House Type 

Masonry wall and 

any kind of wall 

Non.masonry wall 

with tin roof 

55.1% 

44.3% 

56.4% 

42.7% 

54.9% 

44.6% 

54.6% 

43.9% 

Non-masonry wall 

with Thatched roof 0.6% 0.9% 0.5% 1.6% 

H. Household size 6.6 6.5 7.7 6.9 

3.12 Fertility 

The study has gathered both retrospective and current information 
or fertility for the currently married women. Births to currently marric 
women in the 12 months preceding the interview date provide current 
marital fertility rates. Children ever born data are used to shed light on 
the retrospective information on fertility of the currently married women. 
In what follows is presented the data obtained from this enquiry. 
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3.12.1 Current Fertility 

Every currently married woman waa asked whether she had any
live births during the 12 months period preceding the survey date and,
if so,. whether that child is still alive. The purpose of including these 
questions was to derive age specific fertility rates and infant mortality
rate.' The age specific marital fertility rates, and general marital fertility
rates are presented! in Table 3.4, both for the baseline and follow-up 
surveys. As may be seen, the data provide a very irregular and fluctuating 
pattern of the age specific rates in a few cases. Such a distortion perhaps
arises from the fact that the number of cases in these age groups are 
small. But in most cases, the data provide valuable information on the age 
pattern of fertility. 

The total marital fertility rate (TMFR) appears to be the 'highest
(7.29) for the control area C1 (baseline data). This rate records a significant
decline to 4.81 (Follow-up data). For experimental area Ej; the rate shows 
a decline from 6.97 births per currently married woman to 5.68' births. 
In contrast, the other two areas have recorded a rise in the TMFR over 
the intervention period. The data on infant deaths were not adeqate to 
permit estimation of infant mortality rate. 
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Age __ 

Baseline 

15-29 0.2308 

20-24 0.3493 

25-29 0.2619 

30.34 0.1489 

35,39 0.1813 

40-44 0.0741 

45-49 0.2222 

TMFR 6.97 

GMFR 239-5 

TABLE 3.4 

Age-Specific Marital Fertility Rated for the 
Currently Married Women by Type of Area 

_TY P E OF A REA 
C1 E2 C2 

Follow-up Baseline Follow-up Baeelioe Follow-up Baseline Follow-up 
0.2308 0-3437 0.2185 0.05b3 0.0955 0.2121 0.333 
0.2046 0.3737 0.2818 0.3214 0.1904 0.2172 0.2525 
0.1786 0.2880 0.2080 0.3027 0.174.' 0.2340 0.2553 
0.2340 0.2195 0.0,76 0.2989 0.2183 0"2267 0.2400 
0.0606 0.1282 0.1026 0.1463 0.1707 0.1111 0-1778 
0.1111 0.1053 0.0526 - 0.2632 0.0952 0.0952 
0.1111 - 0.2500 -

5.65 7.29 4.81 5-64 6-81 5-48 6.67 

178.0 267.8 182.5 278.6 192.6 201.8 238.5 



3'12.2 Number of children Everborn 

The percentage distrbution of currently married women by number of 
children everborn is presented in Table 3.5 for all the four areas along 
with that of the 1981 and 1983 CPSs. Nearly 52 percent of women in E1, 
59 percent in C1, 58 percent in E2, and 46 percent in C2 areas reported 

TABLE 3.5 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Under 50 Years of Age by Number 
of Children Everborn and Type of Area 

-'ildren TYPE OF AKEA 
Everborn 

E, C1 E2 C2 CPS 1981 CPS 1983 
(Rural) (Rural) 

0 4.2 2.6 4.4 6.0 12.6 11.8 

1 13.9 12.8 11.5 16.3 13.3 13.5 

2 12.6 12.6 12.0 17.9 12.6 13.2 

3 16.8 13.5 13.8 13.5 11.1 12.3 
4 14.6 15.2 14.1 11.9 10.0 10.0 

5 8.4 13.7 11.5 7.3 9.3 J.3 

6 4.9 9.7 8.3 6.0 8.6 8.4 

7 8.1 5.9 6.3 6.7 6.8 6.3 

8+ 16.5 14.0 18.1 14.4 15.7 15.2 

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

(N) (309) (422) (384) (436) (5713) (6911) 

Note CPS - Contraceptive Prevalence Survey 
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to have 4 or more children everborn vhile 29.4 percent women in E1, 
26 percent in C1, 25.8 percent in EB, and 31.4 percent women in C. claimed 
to have 2-3 children everborn. The 1981 CPS rural sample reported that 
50.4 percent of the currently married women had 4 or more children ever­

born while another 23.7 percent claimed to have 2-3 children everborn. 

The comparable figures for the 1983 CPS are 49.2 percent and 25.5 percent. 

It is striking to note that the women with zero parity in the current study contri­

buted a very small part of the total compar.. ta both.. 1981 and, 1983. 

CPSs- This feature of the parity distribution is an indication of higher 

level of fertiltiy in thb. study areas eompared to the CPSs. The mean 

number of children everborn presented also strengthens this feeing. Among 

the four areas, control area C2 h" the highest mean parity (4.2) and 

control area C2 the lowest (3.9). 

3.12.3 Number of living Children 

The percentage distribution of the currently married women by nnmber 

of living children is presented in Table 3. 6. For the experimental area E, 
40.4 percent, for CL 45.4 percent, for Es 48.9 percent, and for C. 135.8 

percent of the currently married women had 4 or more living children 

compared to 38.9 pereent, and 38.2 percent of the currnntly married women 

in the 1981 and 1983 CPSs. On the average, 60 percent of the study 

women had 3 or more living cnildren compared to 53.4 percent and 52.8 
pereent in the 1981 and 1983 CPSs. rerpectively. The distribution relating 

to the number of living children indicates that a large proportion of the 
family planning target population already have large families. This suggests 

that the prospect to reach the goal of a two child family, as advocated 
by the family planning program, in the immediate future is minimal. Indeed, 

a considerable socio-economic development and innovative approaches towards 

birth limitations would be needed before any major transformation In the 

above respect could be expected to take place. 

21
 



TABLK 3.,) 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Under 50 Years

of Age by Number of Living Children and Type of Area
 

Children 
 TYPE OFAREA 
Living B, C1 E3 CS CPS 1981 CPS 1983 

(Rural) (Rural)
0 6.5 3.6 5.2 7.8 14.6 14.1 
1 18.1 16.6 11.5 20.9 17.1 17.0 
2 17.2 18.0 18.5 21.1 14.9 162 
3 17.8 16.4 15.9 14.4 14.5 14.6 
4 12.9 18.0 18.0 12.6 12.0 11.8 
5 7.8 10.7 9.1 8.0 9.6 10.1 
6 7.8 7.8 7.0 6.9 7.5 6.9
 

.7 5.2 5.5 
 5.2 4.6 5.1 4.7 
8 7.7 3,5 9.7 3.7 4.8 4.7 
All 109.0 100.0 100.0 ioo~o 100.0100.0
(N) (309) (42) (384) (436) (5713) (6911) 
Note: CPS -Contraceptive Prevalence Survey 

3.12.4 Mean Numbcr of Children Everb,'-n 

The data on the mean number of children everborn amongcurrently married women, 
the 

by their current age are shown in Table 3.7.The corresponding information obtained In 1981 and CPSs1983 have alsobeen compared in tho same table. It may notedbe thzt on the average.the mean number of children everborn per currently married women'islittle over 4 except for area C', where this mean Is slightly lower thanthat of the other areas- An examination of the data presented in thetable under reference further reveals, that andby large, the patterns ofthe children everborn for different age groups obteined from various data sources, are similar. Apart from the little differences in the mean parities 
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The mean' number of children everborn to women aged 45-49 presen­
ted In the table may be an underestimate of the total number of children 
that a women is likely to have when she completes her reproductive lire. 
This is perhaps, because the respondents in the 45-49 aged group were still 
exposed to the risk of childbearing when they reported the numbe 'f child­
ren they had everborn. The data on mean number of chi!dren everborn 
reveal that completed fertility of women in Bangladesh still remains very high 
with about 8 live births per woman. 

3o12.5 Mean Number of Living Children 

The mean number of living children of the women by their current age
is presented in Ta&1e 3.8. The information on living children as obtained in the
last two CPSs are also presented in the same table for comparison. The differ­
ence between the mean number of children everborn and the mean number 
b ,.-viving children reflects roughly the effect of child mortality on fertility levels. 
Comparison of Table 3.7 ( mean number of children everborn ) with table 3.8
( mean number of living children ) tends to demonstrate that on the average,
tiere has been death of slightly more than one child per woman. TIP; is, In 
pneral, true for all the areas presented in the table under reference.
 

In line with children everborn data, the mean 
 number of living children 
rises with advancing age of the women, as expected. The pattern of this increase
 
appears to be similar for all the areas. 
 It may be noted that the average number 
of surviving children for our study areas are relatively higher than those 

*reported in the CPSs for ago 30 and over. The overall mean values also appers
 
to be higher for the study areas.
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TABLE 3.8 

Mean Number of Living Children to Currently Marriad
 
Women Under 50 Years of Age by Age and Type of Area
 

TYPE OF AREA 
Age 

E, C1 B2 C 2 	 CPS 1981 CPS 1983 
(Rural) (Rural) 

15.19 1.04 0.94 1.00 0.70 6.6 0.7 
20-24 1.76 1.99 2.06 1.79 1.8 1.9 
25-29 2.82 3.17 3.16 2.87 &.0 3.1 

30-34. 4.55 4.84 4.55 4.48 4.3 4.4 

35-39 5.91 5.28 5.27 5.51 5.1 6.1 

40.44 6.18 5-73 5.84 6.43 5.5 5.5 
45-49 5.89 6.93 5.55 7.50 5.7 5.7 

All 3.37 3.44 3.42 5.01 3.2 3.0 

Note : CPS-Contraceptive Prevalence Survey 

3.13 Current Pregnancy Status 

Information on current pregnancy status wag sought from all the women 
interviewed. As may be seen from Table 3.9, in arria E2, a little more'than 10 
r ;cent women reported in the follow-up survey that they were pregnant comp­
ared to 13.6 Percent in the baseline survey. Other areas show a similar pattern­
percentages of women pregnant at the time of the baseline survey are higher than 
those at the time of the follow-up surviey. The difference between the pregnancy 
rates obtained in the baseline and the follow-'ip survey is possible due to the 
difference in contraceptive usages before and after the initiation of this study. 
The apparent declining trend in the prevalence of pregnancy over the short 
interval of time, however, cannot readily be explained. without a detailed 
analysis. 
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3-14 	 Additio-al Number of Chidite _DeSaed 

In r*sponse to the 'Juestion as to w hetherI or not more children are desired,a sizeable proportion of women expressed their desire to have more 	 children inaddition to what they had at the time of the survey. This question was intended 
to reflect the future fertility desire of the women. 

TABLE 3.9 

Percectage of Currently Pregnant 
Women by Type of Area 

Type of 

Area Percentage of Women Found Pregnant' 

Bag.-line Survey Follow-up Survey 

B1 13.6 10.5 
C ' 14.5- 11.5 

2 .16.1 13.3 
Ca 16.7 10.1
 

CPS, 1981 (Rural) 
 14.2
 
CPS, 1983 (Rural) 13.4
 

responses ara summirized inThe 	 Table 3.10 for th- follow-upsurvey., 'Although, the desire for more children is found 	to vary little by area,a wide. variation among the women, who do not desire any more childrenis evident, ranging from 45.7 'percent to 64.2! percent. And as a, 	 result,the category 'God knows' shows marked variations by of area,type ranging
from.6.8 to .30.4. 

3.15, 	 Duration of;.Coujugal Life 
The distribution 'of bywomen their: marital duration and '.by: type of 

area is displayed in Table 3.11. Women who s..-nt 10 oryears 'more 
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in marriage constitute about 67 percent in area E1, 68 percent in C,, 72 
percent in E2 and 56 percent in Cl. The higher percentage of women In 
the area C. (44 percent) having a shorter duration of conjugal life (less
than 10 years) pushed the mean duration down to 12.7 years which is 
the smallest mean duration among those or(other area. Also, the median 
duration for this area is the smallest. The means for the other three areas 
do not vary considerably among themselves. This Is also true for the other 
three medians. 

TABLE 3.10 

Percentage of Currently Married Women by Desire for Additional Children 

Response TYPE OF AREA 
Category E1 

T Y C1 B, 
Co. 
Cs. 

Do Not Desire 45.7 57.4 50.8 64.2 
Desire 23.9 25.0 23.2 29.0 
God Knows 30.4 18.6 26.0 6.8 

TABLE 3.11 
Percentage of Currently Married Women Under 50 Years of Age by 

Duration of Conjugal Life and Type of Area 

Duration of 
Marriage TYPE OF AREA. 
(in years) r, C3 ES C 

0-4 6.4 6.49.1 16.5 
5-9 26.0 22.5 21.6 27.5 
10-14 22.0 20.624.7 16.7 
15-19 15.5 19.321.1 17.7 
20-24 13.0 14.5 156 108 
25-29 11.0 6.2 5.2 6.4 
30-34 4.5 3.3 4.0 3.7 
35 & over 1.2 0.2 4.1 0.0 
Total 100.0 100.000.0 100.0 

Mean 14.8 14.5 15.3 12.7
 
Median 13.1 13.8 14. 11.2 
Sd. 9.0 7.6 13.4 8.8 
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CHAPTER IV 

DOMICILAP.Y VISITS OF WORKERS 

4.1 Introduction 

In a field oriented program dealing with rural residents who are mostlyillirerate, doo-.step visits by family planning workers to the clienteie womenplay a significant role in making the program successful. Disseminationfamily. planning messages, supply of contraceptives and extension of MC-
of 

care to the rural people are being channelised through FWAs and dais.Perfoer nce of these functions largely hinges on the personal contacts ofthese workers with the clientele group, As such, field visits by the FWAsand dais assume a great significance in attaining the program objectives, 

In this section, an attempt has buen made to anaiyze the following 
aspects of field visits : 

i. Acquaintance with women, 
ii. Whether women were visited during the last three 

months prior to the date of interview. 
iii. Number of visits made by FWAs during the last 

three months. 
iv. Time interval between visits of FWAs 
v. Services rendered at the time of the last visit. 

4.2 Acquaintance With Clientele Women 

In a rural setting, familiarity of family planning workers with the servicerecipient group 
and, 

indicates the level of communication that exists between themunderstandably, a higher such level can facilitate the functions of theworkers, An attempt has been made to Investigate the degree of acquaintancethat exists between the women on the one hand, and the FWAs and dais.on the other. The data used suchfor analysis are shown in Table 4.1. 
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TABLE 4.1 

Percenta.ge of Currently Married Women Who Know 
FWA and DAI by Type of Area in Base'_ne and 

Follow-up Surveys 

Type Acquaintance wihh Acquainiance witil 
of FWA VDA-

Area Baseline Follow-up Baseline Follow-up 

E, 40.4 42.4 45.0 

(125) (131) (139) 

C1. - 43.1 44.1 

(182) (186) 

E, 77.1 82.A - 24.5 

(296) (315) (.94) 

C2 81.4 84.4 ­

(355) (368) 

As can be seen , from column 3 of Table 4.1 40.4 percent of the currently 
married women are found to have become familiar with the FWAs within 
a period of six months after the FWAs posting in the experimental area 
E1. During the same period familiarity of the 'old' dais' remained almost 
constant around 43,6 percent2 in both E, and C, areas. 

It Is interesting to note here that these dais, even though they are 
elderly and havo spent more years in and around the village as family 
planning workers, are more or less equally known to the women, compared 
to the newly rccruiZ'-d FWAs who are quite young in age and new in 
service. This may indicate that the FWAs are more active and dynamic 
workers compared to dais. 

From experimental area E. and control area C2, we find that on 
the average, 81.3 percent s of the currently married women are familiar 

with the old FWAs 4 both before and after the experimentation period, 

I. $Olddais' refer to the previously posted 'dais'. 
2. Average acquaintance of dais in El and C1 areas= 43.6 percent 
9. Average acquaintance of FWAs in El and CI areas= 81.3 percent 
4. Old FWAs refer to the previously posted IFWAs' 
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though an increasing trend of familiarity is noticed over time. When daiswere posted as input ii the experimental area E., about 2; percent womenwere found to be familar with the dais during the time span of six months.
If we compare the level of acquaintance earned after being.new as inputs, the FWAs have posted

been found to be familiar almost two timesmore (40.4 percent) than the dais (24.5 percent) level of familiarity.again proves that the ThisFWAs are better and more dynamic field workers
than the dais. 

4.3 Whether Women Were Visited During the Last Three Months 
Though dais are officially not under obligationthey do so with view 

to mr e visits, yeta to recruiting clients for sterili7ation andIn view of this, an attempt has been made here to 
IUD. 

compare theof levelsdais' visits vis-a-vis those of FWAs. In doing so, we have categorizedthe women known to the FWAs and dais into two groups: those who werevisited during the last three months constituted one group, and those who werenot visited-the other. Information are placed In Table 4.2.
 
It can be estimated from table that the old 
 FWAs (in E2 and C.areas) visited comparatively more women (50.7 percent') than the old dais(in El and C, areas) 

posted 
who visited 4 9.1percent. The performance of the newlydais (39.3 percent) in respect of extending visits to theless than women isthat of old dais (49.1 percents). It is also evident fromthat the the tablenew FWAs have visited the women to a greater scale (56.0 percent
than the new dais (39.3 percent).
 

4.4. Number of Visits Made by FWAs During the Last Three Months 
An FWA requires about three months

number of 1,200 
time to cover an assignedcouple-households

has been 
of her ward. Accordingly, and attemptmade to know the number ef times the worit:,, who reportedlyhad been known to the FWAs, were visited by them (FWAs) during thelast three months preceding the date of Interview. The Information on visits madeby the FWV? can be seen from Table 4.3. 

i. Average percentage of women visited by old FWAs in E2 and C2 area.2. Average percentage of woren 50.7 percentvisited by old dais in El and Ci areas =49.1 percent 
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TABLE 4 2 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Known to FWAs and DAIs 
by Whether They Were Visited During the Last Three Months 

Type 
of 

Women known to FWA Women known to DAI 

Area Baseline Sarvey, Follow-up :Sarvey Baseline .Sarvey Follow-up Sarvey 

Visited Not Total Visited lot Total Visited Not Total Visited Not Total 

visited visited visited visited 

,-- - 56.0 44.0 100.0 41.2 58.8 100.0 43.2 56.8 100.0 

t7) - .(55)- (1-25)--54) (77) (131) (60) (70) (139) 

- . . .. . '52.7 47.3 100.0 57.5 42.5 100.0 

(96) (86) (182) (107) (79) (186) 

E2 42.6 57.4 100.0- 53.5 46.5 100.0-- -- - 39.3 -.. 60.7 -100.0 

(126) (170) (296):(169) ' (147) (316) (37) (57) (94) 

C2 47.3 52.7 00.0 58.2 41.8 100.0 - - - -

(168) (87) (355) (214) (154) (368) 



TABLE 4.3 

of 

Area 

Ei 

E2 

C, 

Percentige of Currently Married Women by Number ofFWAs Visits Recelved Dhriag the Three Months 
.s line 

Follow-up 

FWAs Visits 
FWAsVisits0 1 2 3+ Total 0 1 2 3+ 

- - 44.0 31.2 12.8 12.0 

(55) (39) (16) (IS)57.4 18.2 6.5 17.9 100.0 46.5 24.0 12.0 17.5(170) ,54) (19) (53). (996) (147) (76) (38) (55)52.7 6.7 4.3 36.3 100.0 41.8 34.2 4.6 19.4
(187) (24) (15) (129) (355) (154) (126) (17) (71) 

Total 

100.0 

(125) 
100.0 

(316) 

100.0 

(368) 



As is obvious from the table, the uewly posted FWAs in the experimental 
area E, have been able to make visits to 56 percent of the women at least once 
during the last three months. Since the FWAs in the experimental area El are 
the beginners in their profession, it is expected that they %ould improve their 
performance graidu:ally. However, the table also portrays the performance of 
the FWAs who have been in their job for quite a long time, which is not so 
encouraging. In fact, 50.7 percent1 of the women who are familliar with FWAs 
in the experimental area E2 and control area C2 were visted (once, twice, thrice 
or more) by them (FWAs) during the period of three months (in which 100 
percent should h:ivc been visited at least once). 

4.5 Time Interval Betveen Visits of FWAs 

A further attempt has been made to see the usual time interval at which 
the FWAs make their visits. As the Table 4.4 shows, 58.6 percent of the 
visited women reported that the newly posted FWAs usually undertake their 
visits at one month's interval. As against this, old FW ks belonging to experi­
mental area E. and control area C2 are reorted by 61.9 percent s women to have 
made their visits at an interval of one month. 

4.6 Services Rendered 

In addition to analyzing visits, an attempt has also been made to examice 
types of works performed at the time of such visits. The type of services 
,extended to the women at the time of the last visit are presented in Table 4.5. 

1. 	 Average percentage of known women visited once/twice/thrice or more by old' FWAS
 
=50.7 percent
 

-2. 	 Average percentage of known womeo usually v~sited by 'Old' FWAs at one month's 
interval in E2 & C2 areas = 61.9 percent. 
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TABLE 4.4 

Percentage 	of Currently Married, Women by FWAs Visit 
Interval and Type of Area. 

Type* 	 Baseline Survey Follow-up Survey 

of Visit Interval (Months) Visit Interval (Months) 

Area 1 2 3+ Total 1 2 3+ Total 

B1 58.6 25.7 15.7 100.0 

(41) (18) (I1) (70) 
.67.5 13.5 19.0 103.0 62.7 22.5 148 .100.0 

C2 

(8)4 
79.8 

(127)1104
7) 

7.1 13.1 
(126) 
100.0. 

(106) 
;43.9 

(38) 

.6.5 
(25) 

49.6, 
(169) 
100,0 

(134) (12) (22) (168) (94) (14) (106) (214) 

The table siows that the 'FWAS in all the study areas haivi. stressedthe Impoitanceof having small family followed 	 by use of non-clinicalmodern
meih'od.'The dais, also', attached importance to hhving small families 'in iallthe areas except in Experimental area E1 . Of course, the dais. were moreo-'1-fclini'al-' trhtyds;' rather than non-clinical ones. advocated-by 
the FWAs. 

*Afurther'attemrt has also been made to ascertain whether the respondentshave. had any other benefit apart from disctssidn.: As the Table 	 4.6 shows.more than 	 90 percent of the women denied having any benefit other thandiscussion with the FWAs and dais. in all the areas. 
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TABLE 4.5
 

Percentage of women by Major Subjects Discussed by FWA/DAI with Them 
During the Worker's Last Visit (Follow-up Only) 

Major Subject 

Discussed 

Advantage of 

3mall family 

Advice to use 

non-clinical 

modern methodl 

Advice to use 

€iincal 

methods 

MCH Care 

No discussion 

All 

The table 
benefit are very 
such as referral 

FWA 

47.1 

(33) 

20.0 

(14) 

10.0 

(7) 

15.7 

(11) 
7.2 

(5) 

100.0 

(70) 

TYPE OF AREA 

El C1 Es Ca 

DAI FWA DAK FWA DAI FWA DAI 

21.7 ­

(13) 

13.3 ­

(4) 

26.7 

(16) 

15.0 ­

(9) 
23.3 ­

(14) 

100.0 

(60) 

27.1 55.6 31.6 3:.6 -

(29) (94) (12) (190) 

11.2 17,8 21.0 18.7 -

(12) (30) (8) (40) 

21.5 8.9 26.3 ' 4.5 

(23) (15) (10) (31) 

13.1 11.8 8.8 9.8 . 

(14) (20) (3) (21) 
27.1 5.9 12.3 [5.0 

(29) (10) (4) (32) 

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 

(107) (169)_ (37) (214) 

also shows, although the number of women receiving any 
small, yet relatively more women spoke to receiving benefits 

to clinics/hospitals for 
clinical methods. etc., from the FWAs 

To sum up the discussion made 
performance of the FWAs is, in general. 

MCH care. suggestion for accepting 
than from the dais. 

above, it can be concluded that the 
better than that of the dais. This 

Is true in the case of both newly posted and the already existing workers, 
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TArE :4.6 

'Percentage of W0men'by' Type of Major Benefit Received from
FAWs/DATS Other Than Discussion and by Type ofArea 
(Follow.up Only) 

TYPE OF AREA 
Typ e of . . ..
 
Benefit E1, C 
 E2 C2
 

Received FWA. DAI 
 FWA DAI FWA DAI FWA DAT 

No benefit 94.3 96.7 96.3 94-1 .98.2 91.• 
' (66) (58) (103) (159) (56) fV92) 

Referred to 5.7 3.3 3.7 5.9 1.8 4.2 
clinic for
 
clinical method/ (4) 
 (2) (4) (10) (9) 
Referred to 

Hospital for 

MCH Care
 
Others - .... 
 • .
 

All 100.0 100.0 100.0 i00.o 100.0 100,0 
. (70) (60) (107). . (169) (57) .(214.. 
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CHAPTER V 

KNOWLE DGE. QF-FAMILY. PLANNING METHODS­

5.1.' Introduction 

By. deOpition ,knowledge" merely indicates whether a respondent had 
heard or known'of a family planning method or methods, Ia cases of previ­
ous CPS studies conducted in 1979, 1981 and 1983, this definition was adopted.
Also, the same, definition is followed in the present study., Attempe has 
been made.to determine the proportioa of eligible respondents (currently married,


oyemen) .who are aware, of family planning and its methods.
 

5.2. Measurement of Knowledge 

The data on the level of knowledge of family planning methods are 
collected through a series of questions, by following what is popularly 
known as 'recall and prompting procedures' (WHS; 1982). ..Th.is. procedure 
was followed in case. of 1975-76 BFS, 1979 CPS, 1981 CPS and 983 CPS. 
The information on knowledge gatl;;ied is based on-, 

..--,Whether knowledge of q specific method has been 
reported spontaneously ('anprompted), 

and 
-Whether knowledge of a specific methojd is reported 

after aprobe has been made (prompted). 

The techniques of. prompting are applied in collgcting the .inforiuation. 
;rgarding. the knowledge of family planning methods, for some respondentp, 
may. not be. able. to recall. rightaway all those. methods known to them at, 
the time of interview. 

37 



5.5 Indlces of Knowledge 

Like other studies, the indices of knowledge computed are as follows 

(i) 	 the percentage of currently married women (C dW) under 50 years
of age knowing at least 'X' number of methods 

ii) the percentage of currently married women (CMW) ,inder 50 years
of age knowing selected family planning methods; 

(iii) 	the percentage of currently married women under 50 years of 
age 	 having knowl, dge of X' number of methods and the mean 
number of methods known. 

In computing the indices, the overall knowledge is taken into consi­
deration by combinin; the pro,?tel and unprompted knowledge. Because of 
respondents being prompted, the information on knowledge may, to some, extent,
be overstated. Respondents ma) have given affirmative answer either to please
the 	 interviewer or to avoid embarrassment of being lesa knowledgeable.
Thus because of prompting being resorted to, the possibility of an overstate­
ment of the knowledge of family planning methods can 	not totally be ignored. 

5.4 Levels of Knowledge 

5.4.1 Knowledge of at Least Specified Number of Method(s) 

The level of knowledge about contraceptives is quite high in both

experimental (B
1 and E.) and control (Cl and C.) areas. In the biseline survey
around 95 percent and 98 percent of currently married women are aware 
of at least one method of family planning for dai and FWA experimental
areas respectively. Whereas, for control areas around 97 percent and 98 
percent of currently married women know at least one method. (Table
5.1). In the case of follow-up survey the knowledge of at least one method 
is 91 lercent for E, area, 96 percent for E, area, and 94 percent and 86 
percent for C, and C, areas respectively. The level of knowledge thus appe. 
ars to be incongruence with that of 1975-76 BFS, 1979 CPS, the previous studie' 
as shown in Table 5.1. 
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TABLE 5.1 -

Percentage :of Currently Married/Eve" Married Women
 
Having Knowledge, ' of at *Least .one Family Planning
 
Method, Bangladesh 1975, 1979 1981, 1983 and 1984
 

Year Source* :Percent* 

1975 BFS 81.9
 
1979 CPS 94,8
 
1981 CPS 98.2
 
19b3 CPS 98.6 
1984 Baseline Survey 

El 94.8 
C1 97.2 

1984 Follow-up Survey 
El 90.6
 
C1 93.6
 

1984 Baseline Survey
 

E2 .97.7
 
C2 ' :98.4
 

1984 Follow-up Survey
 
E2 95.6:
 
C2 86.0
 

(I) Unprompted aznd prompted knowledge 

() SoUrce; BFS-Bangladesh Fertility Survey
 
CPS.Contraceptive Prevalence Survey
 

(.o) Percentage for CPS and BFS figures are based on
 
Ever Married Women
 

The percentage of currently married women having knowledge 'of at 
least specified number of methods of contraception by type of area is shown 
in Table 5.2. In the follow-up survey, for the four areas El. C1, E, and 
C. percentage of currently married women having knowledge of at least 
two methods is nowhere less than 70 percent. While in the baseline survey 
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It is not less than 81 per-cent. -At-4-amt three methods are known by 50 
percent to 55 percent of currently married women in the baseline survey
as against 49 percent to 66 percent In the follow.up survey, for all the
four areas. The change in the level of knowledge from baseline to follow-up 
survey for at least five to at least -',"en methods is in line with theexpectation in cases of E, E2, and C2 areas. The percentage of women 
knowing at leabt four methods Is higher in the follow-up survey than that 
in the baseline survey for all the four areas. 

5.4.2 Method Specific Knowledge 

The method specific knowledge by unprompted, prompted, and overall 
knowledge .s shown in Table 5.3. In fact, the oversl! knowledge is taken 
as the sum of prompted and unprompted responses knowldge of familyon 
planning methods. 

It is clear from the responses that prompting led to substantial

increase in the level of knowledge 
 of almost every method. Compared to
1983 CPS rural figures, the level of knowledge of family planning methods
in the present study is, in general, higher for oral pill, condom, injection,
IUD, vasectomy, induced abortion, and abstinence with the exception of 
vasectomy for E, area in the baseline survey and induced abortion/M.R.
for C2 area in the same survey. For ligation, the level of knowledge
is relatively lower for E2 and C2 areas in the baseline survey and for
E. area in the follow-up survey. However, the knowledge of ligation was 
on the higher side in other areas. In both surveys the knowledge of
withdrawal : 2aund to be lovr compared to the 1983 CPS estimate of 18.6 
percent fo- i ,i Bangladesh. 
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Table 5.2 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Having Knowledge I of Family Planning Methods by 

Type of Area. 

At last Baseline Survey Follow-up Survey 

Method - C1 C2 C1 E2 C 
known 

1 94.8 97.2 97.7 98.4 90.6 93.6 95.6 86.0 

2 80.9 84ol 84.9 85.8 69.9 84.9 87.5 76.4 

3 51 8 50.5 53.4 55.3 48.9 57.6 65.9 61.9 

4 27.8 30.8 31.5 31.2 30.1 34.1 43.0 50.0 

5 12.3 18-3 17.2 17.7 16-8 16.3 22.4 32.8 

6 4.8 9.9 6.5 10.1 9.7 6.2 11.7 23.8 

7 1.3 2.6. 1.8 3.4 2.6 ).7 3.9 4.1 

1.6 8.1 6.4 4.4 14.0Method not 4.9 2.8 2.3 
Known 
(percent) 

All 309 422 384 436- 309 422 384 436 

(1) This Table is based on Unprompted knowledge of F.P. Method. 



TABLE 5.3 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Having Knowledgeof Selected Family Planning Methods by Type of Area
BASELINE 

SURVEY 
Method :E 
 C 

U P 
E2 

C2T U p T U pOral T U96.1 . i.6 97.7 P T95 0 4.0 99.0 92.2Condom 5.7 97.938.8 30.1 68.9 97.2 1-832.2 39.3 99.0 
!VTD 71.5 34.4 34.916.5 36.6 69.3 69.553.1 23.9 26.4 9i.929.4 53.3 26.8Injection 32.8 59.6269 47.9 30.7 48.674.8' 29.4 79.342.9 72.3Ligation 74.1 230 97.1 

26.3 39.f 65.9 32.1 52.380.6 -17.3 --- 97.9 84.4
Vasitomy 77.9 14.3 92.221.4 .53.4 74.8 25.1 50.9 41.1 92.049.8 74.9Abstinence 19.8 51.61.9 33.7 35.6 71.4 28.2 50.21.4 30.3 31.7 78.4
Rythm 0.5 33.9 3441.9 32.4 34.3 .IA 27.7 29.1 

0.7 35.3 36.0 
Emko 1.6 32.8 34.40.3 1.9 0.7 36.22.2 2.8 36.96.9 9.7 5.2 8.9Withdrawal; ,0.3 14.113.9 !4.2 0.2 3.8 

2.3 15.1 17.94.0Abortion- 1.0 6.3.2.9 52,8 7.3:..55.7. 0.5 14.71.9 46.4 48.3 15.2
Kabiraji 1.6 

.2.1 .44.0 46.1: 0.23"6 5.2 0.7 46.0 46.7 0.9 1.12.6 45.6 48.2 0.2 1.6 1.8 

Cont. 



TABLE --5.3 ( cont.) 

FOLLOW - UP 	 SURVEY 

Metlod E C:1 Ez 	 C2 

U P T U P T U_ P T U P T 

Oral Pill 86.7 11.3 98.0 90.3 8-3 98.6 88.0 6.0 94.0 81.7 17.2 98.9 

Condom 33.0 35.9 63.9 33.6 43.6 77.2 43.8 31.3 75.1 59.6 2;.3 86.9 

IUD 20.7 37.9 58.6 23.5 46.4 79.9 36.2 35.9 72.1 41.5 38.3 79.8 

Injection 19.7 54.7 74.4 21.6 55.9 77.5 18 5 48.2 66.7 32.3 57.3 89.6 

Ligation 71.5 27.2 98.7 77.7 19.9 97.6 7 1.1 20.1 91.2 57,6 41.1 98.7 

Vasectomy 32.7 51.1 83.8 31.6 53.1 87.7 36.2 46.1 82.3 56.0 41.7 97.7 

Abstinence 2.3 31.4 33.7 2.1 39.8 41.9 4.9 38.0 42.9 2.3 25.7 28.0 

Rythm 2.9 39.5 42.4 2.6 41.9 44.5 6.8 37.5 44.3 2.1 26.8 28.9 

Emko 3.6 9.4 13.0 4.0 14.0 18.0 2.9 10.2 13.1 5.7 13.3 19.0 

Withdrawal 1.3 10.0 11.3 0.2 5-7 5.9 1.0 5.2 6.2 0.7 4.8 5.5 

Abortion 2.3 59.5 61.R 1.4 67.5 68.9 7.8 57.0 64.8 2.3 67.2 69.5 

Kabiraji 1.3 54.0 53.3 0.2 65.2 65.4 8.3 49.2 57.5 3.2 83.0 86.2 

Note : 	 U = Unprompted knowledge, P - Prompeted knowledge, 

T -- Total of unprompted and prompted kdowledges 



The proportion of currently married women mentioning oral pill isaround 98 perc.nt for experim.-ntal areas E, andE, in- the baseline surveyand 99 percent for control areas C, and C., This proportion stands nearlyat the same figure for C. C2, and E, areas in the follow-up survey. Thefigure for the area in theE2 follow.up survey is 4 percent lower than Zhatin the baseline survey. Th;s, however, is observed due to the lower proportionof currently married women mentioning pill without being prompted.
 
The percentage 
 of women having knouledge of ligation is 97.1for E, and 92 2 percent for E2, in the bas:line survey. These, figuresare nearly 98 percent, and 92 percent respectively for control areas C, andC2 in the baseline survey. In the case of follow-up survey, these figuresare 98.7 percent and 91.2 percent respectively for El and E2 areas,and 79.6 p.-rc.-nt for an iCL 98.7 percent for C2 areas. For E2 area,the fidgure in the follow.up survey is one percent lower than that in the-baseline survey, and 1.6 percent of women is repoorted as having knowledge

0f ligation in the follow-up survey, compared to that in the baseline 
survey.
 

Injection is known next to ligation, among the female methods. Inthe baseline, the percentage of currently mareied women knowing injectionranged from to65.9 84.4 over the experimental and control areas. Thisyaries from 66.7 to 89.6 in the case of follow-up survey.

The percentage of 
women having knowledge of IUD ranges from 53.1to 79.3 over the four areas in the baseline ,urvey. This ranges from 58.6to,79.9 over the areas in the follow-up survey. The percentage increase in

IUD knowledge is observed to be 5.5 for E. 26.6 for C, and 12.5 for E.
 
areas.
 

Condom and vasectomy-the two 
 male methods--are relatively muchless known, compared to oral pill. The knowledge of condom: is found torange from 68.9 percent to 95.9 percent over the four areas in thebaseline survey, Whereas, this ranges from 68.9 to 86,9 percent in the caseof follow-up survey. The increase in the knowledge of condom frombaseline to follow-up survey is 5.7 percent for C, area, and 5.8 percentfor E. area; whereas, for C2 area, a decrrise with time is obseved dueto lower proportion of women mention'..g condom in the absence ofprompting, compared thatto in the baseline survey. The knowledge ofvasectomy ranges from 82.3 to 97.7 percent of over the four area3 inthe follow-up survey. Thus, the knowledge of vasectomy is found to have 
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increased in all four areas from 9 to 19.3 percent from baseline to follw.up 
'_suiyr The6 chaig ii tethe'16vei of kiowTedge. of abortion from baselihei0t 

follow-up survey is of si'gificanf extent for both experimental and cohtrol' 
areas. This may have occurred due to responses being inflated after prompting 
had been made. 

The change observed with time in the I.ast known modern method 

Emko--is negligible for experimental areas E, and E., 

The least -known method in the case of baseline survey is Emko for: 

HIT area (2.2 percent), withdrawal for C, (4 percent) and E. (7.3..percent) 

and abortion for' C2 area (1.1Ipercent). Whereas. ia the follow-up survey 

the least known method is withdrawal for each of the experimental and the. 
oontrol areas. 

The knowledge oftraditional methods is, id 'general, low. For kablraji 
method, the change in knowledge with time is noticed, perhaps, due to the 

government recent recognition of kabiraji a6 a method of treatment.. 

The mean number of familly planning methods known to currently married 
women by modern, traditional and cverall methods is shoWn in Table 5.4 The 
mean number of methods known is found' to the highest for C2 area, this is'3.l 
in the baseline survey and 3.4 in the foliow.up survey. The lowest mean 2.8"is 
qbserved for E, area in both the surveys. For B and C' , the mean number of 
methods known is higher. in the r"',)w-up survey than the corresponding values 
in the baseline survey. These . in 'values are the same 3.4 in the folldw-up 

survey, while in the bh3eline survey thoy are 3 0 and 3.1 respectively. For E, 
and C1 areas, the mean numbers of melhods known are slightly higher in the 

baseline survey to those in the follow-up survey, as can be seen from Table 5.4. 

5.4.3 Mean Number of Methods Known 

As regards the mean number of modern methods known, the value for E. 
and C, is slightly lower in the follow-up survey compared to that in the baseline 

survey, whereas, the mean number of traditional methods known remained 

unchanged for El area for the period in questions, as can be seen from Table 5,4. 

The mean number of modern methods known for E2 and C2 areas are relatively 

higher in the case of follow-up survey then those In the baseline survey. Also, 
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for Es and Co areas, the mean number of both modern methods and traditional 
methods known record slight rises ffom baseline to follow-up survey. 

5.4.4 Knowledge of Specific Number of Methods 

The percentage of women having knowledge of specific number of family
planning methods by type of area is shown in Table 5.5. In the baseline su~rvey,
the percentage of women by the number of methods known reaches at it5 peak
against two methods known, then gradually falls off from two to three methods 
known, and rapidly tapers off at both ends, for both experimental and control 
areas. The percentage of women having knowledge of two methods Is found to 
vary frova 29.5 to 34.4 over the areas in the baseline survey. A similar distribu­
tion for women having knowledge or specific uumber of family planning methods
is also observed in the foll' ,,-up survey for three areas, with the exception of 
area C2 for which a pattern, probably erratic, of knowledge, is observed. In
the follow.up survey, the highest percentage of women has knowledge of two
methods for El and C1 areas, whereas, this is observed for three methods in E 
area, and for four methods in C2 area. For both experimentn and control 
areas, the percentage of women having no knowledge of family planning method
is higher in the follow-up survey, ranging from 4.4 to 14 percent, compared to
that in the baseline survey having a range from 1.9 to 4.9 percent. 
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TABLE 5.4
 

Mean Number of Methods Kno,0n by Currently Married 

Women by Type of Area 

Type of Baseline Survey Follow-up Survey 

Area 
Modern Traditional Overall Modein Traditional. Overall 

E, 2.7 0.1 2.1 2.7 0-1 2.8 

C, 2.9 .0 3. 2.9 .1 _3.o 

0-3 3.4 
Ez 2.9 O.1 3.0 3.1 

3.3 0.1 34C 3-1 3.1 

- Less than 0-I percent 



TABLE 5.5 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Having Knowledge' of Specific
Number of Family Planning Method by Type of Area 

Number Baseline Survey 
Follow-up Survey

Methods
 
Known 
 E, 
 C1 E. C E 
 C1 Es C, 
0 4.9 2.8 2.3 1.6
1 B.l 6.4 4.4
13.6 14.012.3 12.8 12.6 21.0 10.72 8.129.5 9.634.4 31.5 30.5 21.7 25.43 21.624.0 14.519.7 21.9 24.1 19.4 23-54 15.9 12.6 14.3 

22.9 11.9 
5 13.5 13.3 17.87.4 8.3 20.6 17.210.7 7.6 7.16 10.2 10.73.6 8.97-3 
 4.7 6.6 7,1 4.5 7.8 19.77+ 1.3 2.6 1.8 34 2.6 1.7 3.9 4.1 
All CMW 309 422 384 436 309 422Mean 384 436No. 
of Method 2.8 3.0 3 0 3.1 2.8 3.0 3.4 3.4Known 
(!) Based on Unprompted Knowledge of F.P.Method 
(*) CMW-Currently Married Women 



5.4.5 Mean Number of Methods Known (Uaprompted/Prompted) 

The mean number of methods is calculated for prompted and unprompted 

responses onaknowledge of family planning method by age as shown in Table 

5.6. In the baseline survey for four areas, according to tmpromsed knowledge 

the mean number of methods known is found to be within the broad range of 

2.2. to 3.6 as against 2.0 to 3.9 In the follow-up survey. According to prompted 

responses, the mean number of methods* known is within a range of 3.0 to 4.7 

in the baseline as against a range of 3.4 to 5.1 in the follow-up survey. 

For women of ages 25-39, the mean number of methods known (unpro. 

mpted) are higher In the case of -follow-up survey for El and B than the 

corresponding unprompted means recorded in the baseline survey. The higher 

mean number of metbods known (unprompted) is observed for C1 area at ages 

25-29 and 40-49 in the follow-up survey compared to that of the same age 

groups in the baseIine survey. Whereas, for C, area, all age-groups -but the last 

show a hgher level of unprompted knowledge in the follow-up survey thanthat 

in the baseline survey. The 'iariationIn average lvel of knowlege with age is 

relatively higher in the case cf follow.up survey for all areas compared to that 

in the baseline survey, As for the methods known obtained from the prompted 

responses, the mean level of knowledge is higher in the follow-up servey 

at all ages for E,, C1, and E2 areas ,than the corresponding levels in the 

baseline survey. ! For C, area only, the mean level of knowledge at ages 35­

39 and 45-49 is reduced from baseline .to follow-up survey. 

5.5 Aae-Pattern of Knowledge by Specific Number of Methods 

The ageospeci.1c rates oftknowledge of family planning methods.are calcula­

ted for at least any number of methods known to currently madred women 

for all four areas. In general. the agewspecific rates for at least two, three, 

and four methods known are quite pronounced at ages 25-29 to 35.39 years 

for E, and C, areas; whereas, they are so at ages 20-24 to 25-29 years 

for E, area. and at ages 25-29 to 30.34 years for C. area. The results 

In details are presented in Table 5.7 to 5.10 
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iAB LE 5.6 

Mean Number of Methods Known (Unprompted/Prompted) by.Currently Married Women by Current Age and Type of Area 

. SurveyBaseline 
Follow - up Survey

Age 
E2 
 C E C, C2

.j.P. U P U .p U P U P U -P.U P U P 
15-19 2.5 3.9 3.0 3.2 2.4 3.7 3.0 3.5 22 4.6 2.9. 4.3 3.I 4-5
 
20-24 2.9 3.7. 2.9 3.9 3-3 3.224.0 2.93.6 3.1'. 4.7 2.8 4.4 46 29 ­25-29 3.2 4.1 3.1 2.4 5.0 3.5 4., 3.1 4.83"7 3.1. 3.9 31 4.3' 3.3 4"7 3.1 4.9 . 3.630-34 2.2 4.6 3.2 3.3 2.9 4.5 3"8 4.43.9 3.2 .4.3 2.6 .4.735-"39 2.2 3.2 2.9 2.9 .4.7 3.4. 4-0 3.9 4.53.4 2.5 3.8- 3.1 4.5 2.3 4.3 2.7 5.1 3.2 .4.1 3.540-44 -2.9 3.Q .4.12.9 4.2 3.1 3.3 S.2 3.9 2.,0 4.4 3.545.--.49 3.6 3.9, 2.7w 3.0 2.9 3.1 

4-7 3.6 3"4. .3.4 4.23.2 4.3 3.6 4.7 2.9 4.1 2"2 4.4 3.0 4.2 

Mean,No.of Mehi~du 2.8: 3.6 3.0. 3.6 3.0 3.8 .3.1 4.3 2.8 4.5 3.0 4.9 3.4 4.1 3.4 4.5Known 
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TABLE 5.7
 

Percentage of Currently Married Women HavIng Knowled,
 
of At Least X Numberi of Methods Known' by Current 

Age of Women for B 

Baseline Survey : 
Number of Methods Knowsl 

Age 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7± 

15-19 3.9 96.2 69.2 38.5 19.2 7.7 3.9 3.9' 

20-24 2.4 97.6 85.5 56.6 28.9 10.8 8.4 1. 

25-29 - 100.0 88.1 58.3 35.7 19.0 7.1 2.4­

30-34 23.4 76.6 61.7 55.1 23.5 8.5 - ­

35-39 6.1 93.9 75.8 39.4 9.1 3.0 -- ­

40-44 3.7 96.3 96.3 44.4 33.3 14.8 9.7 
45-49 - 100.0 77.8 55.6 33.3 22.2 - -

All 5.2 94.8 80.9 51.8 27.8 12.3 4.9 1.3 

Follow-up Survey: 

15-19 19.2 80.8 61.5 53.9 15.4 7.7 3.9 ­

20-24 6.0 94.0 71.1 49.4 34.9 .18.1 9.6 1,2 
25-29 8.3 91.7 75.0 58.3 44.5 28.6 1,6.7 -6.0. 
30-34 2.1 97.9 76.6 42.6 23.4 8.5 6.4 2.1 
35-39 12.1 87.9 60.(, 36.4 24.2 9.1 6.1 3.0 
40-44 18.5 81.5 59.3 37.0 14.8 7.4 3.7 ­

45-49 - 100.0 77.8 66.7 33.3 22.2 11..1 -

All 9.4 90.6 69.9 48.9 30.1 16.8 9.7 2.6 

():X Number -0, It 2. 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7+ 

(1): Based on Unprompted Knowleege only 
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TABLE 5.8
 

Peroontage of, Carrenly Married Women 
 Hawing Knowledpe
of At Least X Number* of Methods-Known by Current Age o.
 
Women for C,
 

Baseline Survey:
 

Number of Methods Knowni
 
Age 
 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7. 
15-19 ­ 100.0 81.3 56.3 34.4 21.9 9.4 ..20-24 3.6 96A 83.6 47.3 29.1 18.2 8.2 14825-29 ­ 100.0 84.8 47.2 28.0 19.2 13.6 4830-34 3.7 96.3 89.0 58.5 35.4 19-5 9.8 24
35-39 5.1 94.9 84.6 51.3 85.9 15.4 2.640-44 5.3 

-.
94.7 84.2 57.9 31.6 10.5 10.5


45-49 13.3 
 86.7 ;80.0 33.3 
­

20.0 13.3 13.3 6.7 
All 2.8 97.2 84.8 50.5 30.8 18.3 10.0 2.6 

Follow-up Survey: 

15-19 3.1 96.9 81.3 50.0 40.6 21.9 -
20-24 10.0 90.0 83.6 57.2 32.7 14.5 7.3 1.825--29 4.0 96.0 86.4 .57.6 35.2 18.4 9.6 1.630-34 6.1 93.9 80.5 61.5 32.9 12.2 3.735-39 7.7 92.3 76.9 51.3 256 10.3 2.6 "2.6 

1.2 

40-44 - 100.0 84.2 68.4 42.1 26.3 10.5 5.345-49 13.3 86.7 80.0 33.3 .20U . 41.g -- 3­ .? 
-All -6.4 V3.6 82.9 57.6 34.1 164 6.2 1.7 
() X Number -0,1,2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7+ 
(1) : Based on Unprompted Knowledge only 
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TABLE 5.9
 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Having Knowledge of At
 

Least.X.Numbee of Methods Known by Current Ago,of
 
Women for E
 

Baseline Survey : 
Number of Methods Known' 

Age 0 1 2 3 4 - 5.- 6 7­

15-19 8.3 91.7 77.8 36.1 1,A - 8;3. 2.8 ­

20-24 1.2 98.8 89.3 63.1 40.5 21.4 7.1 3.6 

25-29 1.8 98.2 88.1 56.9 32.1 17,4 8.3 2.8 

30-34 1.2 98.9 87.4 52.9 28'7 13.8 6.9 1.1 

35-39 4.9 95.1 70.7 41.5 26.8 .4.6 4.9 ­

40-44 - 100.0 78.9 52.6 36.8 31.6 5.3 ­

45-49 - 100.0 87.5 50.0 25.0 25.0 - -

All 97.7 97.7 84.9 53.4 31.5 17.2 6.5 1.8 

Follow-up Survey 

15-19 16.7 83.3 75.0 52.8 36.1 22.2. 11.1 2.8 

20-24 - 100.0 90.5 70.2 46.4 27.4 10.7 1.2 

25-29 2.8 97.2 89.0 66.1 43.1 25.7 17.4 5.5 

30-34 1.2 98.9 93.1 69.0 44.8 14.9 6.9 4.6 

35-39 7.3 92.7 85"4 63.4 36.6 19.5 9.8 4.9 

40-44 5.3 94.7 78.9 63.2 52.6 6.3 10.5 5.3 

45-49 37.5 62.5 62.5 62.5 25.0 12.5 12.5 -

All 4.4 95.6 87.5 65.9 43.9 22.4 11.7 3.9 

(0) : X Number-0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6. and 7+ 
(1) Based on Unprompted Knowledge only 
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TABLE • 5.10
 

Percentage 
 of Currently Married Women Having Knowledge of At Least XNumber* of Methods Known by Current Age of Women for C,
 
Baseline Survey i
 

Number of Methods Known,
 
Age 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7+ 
15-19 3.0 976 86.4 53.0 37.9 15.2 6.1 1.520-24 3.9 96.1 82.2 55.8 34.9 20.2 7.0 4.7
25-29 ­ 100.0 87.2 51.1 30.9 20.2 14.9 3.230-34 ­ 100.0 88.0 61.3 25.3 17.3 13.3 4.0
35-39 - 100.0 86.7 53.3 24.4 8.9 6.7 2.2
40-44 ­ 100.0 85.7 57.1 28.6 19.0 14.3 4.8
45-49 ­ 100.0 66.7 16.7 16.7 16.7 16.7 -


All 1.6 
 98.4 85.8 55.3 31.2 17.7 10.1 3.4 

Follow-up Survey: 

15-19 19.7 80.3 72.7 59.1 50.9 25.8 19.7 -
20-24 17.1 82.9 71.7 55.8 44.2 27.9 19.4 4.725-29 10.6 89.4 79.8 67.0 55.3 38.3 26.6 6.430-34 5.3 94.7 88.0 68.0 54.7 36.0 28.0
35-39 11.1 88.9 71.1 60.0 

5.3 
51.1 35.6 26.7 4.440-44 19.1 81.0 81.0 71.4 42.9 38.1 23.8 ­

45-49 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0 50.0 -
All 14.0 86.0 76.4 61.9 50.0 32.8 23.9 4.1 

(): X Number-0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7+
(1): Based on Unprompted Knowledge only 
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-CHAPTER V1 

EVER USE OF FAMILY PLANNING METHODS 

6.1 Introduction 

The term ,ever use" refers to the use at any time before the date 

of interview wthout making any distinction between the past'use and current 
everuse. Any respondent reporting that he/she or his/her spouse has used 

some form of contraception is courted" as an ever user regardless of the 

time of use. Thus, a reported ever user might be a present user; and 

a past user; also, an ever user might have used more than one method. 

The collection and the analysis of data on ever - use are of paramount 

importance to population control and family planning program. Firstly, data 

on ever-use reveal to what extent the program has been successful in sprea­

ding the use of family planning. Secondly, these data point out the relative 

importance of different contraceptive methods in the diffusion of the family 

planning use. Thirdly, they indicate the frequency of method change among 

users of family planning. The data on ever use, along with the data 

Qn current use, can-also be used to study rates of contraceptive peisistence 
among users, providing indirect evidence as to th:" level of contraceptive 
continuation (Mitra; 1984). 

In contrast to the 1983 CPS, but as in the 1981 CP'S, the informa. 
tion on ever use was collected by asking any respondent havino either prompted 
or unpromptud knowledge of a method, if (s)he or her/his spouse ever 
used the method. 

6.2 The Data on Ever Use 

The information on ever use was enquired after the question on kno. 

wledge about the family planning methods had been asked. Any respodent 

having either unprompted- or prompted knowledge of a method was asked 
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if she or her spouse had ever used that 	 method. If a respondent
no 	 knowledge of any method, she not 

had 
was asked of any question on the 

ever use of family planning. 
The question on the ever use being of retrospective type, the infor­mation on useever would be subject to reportingSad non-reporting errors.Consequently, it can not be ensured that the data 	on ever use are completely 

free from bias. 

6.3 	 Indices of Ever Use 

The 	 level and pattern of ever use 	 of famiiy planning methods are
determined from the following indices: 

1. 	 the percentage of currently married women under 50 years of age
having ever used at least oni, family planning method (Modbrn or 
Traditional) ; 

ii. 	 the age - specific percentage of currently married women who have 
ever used family planning method (s); 

iii. 	 the percentage of currently married women who everhave usedfamily planning method (s) by number of children everborn and 
surviving. 

6,4, 	 Ever Use of Contraceptives 

6.4.1 Ever Use of At Least One Method
 

The percentage of currently 
 married women reported to have everused at least one method of contraception are 22.8 for C srea, I117 forB1, 	 area, 20.6 for C. area, and 18.0 for 	 B, area in the baseline survey;these percentages are 26.8, 20.1, 38.1, and 25.8 respectively for C1, EB, C,and B. areas in the follow.up survey (Tble6.1). Conpared to the 	1981CPS (35.7 percent) and the 1983 CPS (33.4 percent), these percentages 
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Table 6.1 

Percentage of Currently Married Women who Have Evere Used Any 
Family Planning Method by Age and Type of Area 

Age Baseline Survey Follow-up Survey 

E, C, E2 C2 E, C3 BA C 

15-19 0.7 0.7 0.8 0.2 1.0 0.7 1.3 3.2 
20-24 2.9 3.8 2.9 4.6 4.9 5.0 4.7 9.6 
25-29 4.2 9.0 8.6 7. 6.8 10.9 11.2 9.3 
30-34 2.9 5.2 3.4 4.6 4.2 6.4 6.2 18.9 
35--39 1.0 2.6 1.3 2.5 1.9 3.1 1.6 5.5 
40-44 - 1.2 1.0 0.9 1.3 0.7 0.8 1.4 
45-49 - 0.2 - 0.2 - - - 0.2 

Percent 11.7 22.8 18.0 20.6 20.1 26.8 25.8 38.1 
Ever Users 
Ever Users 36 96 69 90 62 113 99 166 
All CMW 309 422 384 436 309 422 384 436 

Note: CMW - Currently Married Women 



are lower with the exception in follow-up survey for C2 area. It is apparent
from the figures in Table 6.1 that from baseline to follow-up survey, tile
percentage of ever users has increased by 4.0 percent for C1 area, 8.4 percentfor E1 area, 17.4 percent for C2 area and 7.8 percent for E2 area.For all areas, the percentage of ever-users 'rises from age-group 15­19 years to 25-29 years and fallsthen off. For all areas, the percentageof ever-users at each age-group in the follow.up survey is higher compared
to those in the baseline survey, with the exception for ages 40-44 of E.
 
area.
 

6.4.2 Ever Use by Modern and Traditional Methods 

Currenty married women who have ever-used any modern methodcomprise about 10 percent, 19 percent, 17 percent and 20 percent respectivelyin 1 , E,C1. and C, areas in the baseline survey. These percentages arewithin the range of about 17 to 34 percent in different areas in the follow­up survey. For all areas in both surveys, the traditional method users arewithin a range of about 2 to 5 percent. An increasing trend in the ever­use rate has been observed in all the areas over time (Table 6.2) 

6.4.3 Age-Pattern of Ever Users 

The age-specefic percentage of currently married. women who haveever-used any method of contraception by current ago is shbwn for base­line and follow-up surveys in Table 6.3- A clear picture of tho. age- patternof ever users of contraception is revealed from this table for the two 
surveys.
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TABLE 6.2 

Percentage of Currently Married Women who Have Ever Used Family 
Planning Method (Modern/Traditional) by Type of Area. 

Method Baseline Survey Follow-up Survey 
Type 

k C1 E2 C2 E1 C1 E2 C2 

Modern 9.7 19-4 16.7 19.7 17.5 24.4 21.1 34.4 
(30) (82) (64) (86) (54) (103) (81) (150) 

Traditional 1.9 3.3 1.3 0.9 2.6 2.4 4.7 3.7 
(6) (14) (5) (4) (8) (10) (18) (16) 

Total 11.7 22.8 18.0 20.6 20.1 26.8 25.8 38.4 
(36) (96) (69) (90) (62) (113) (99) (166) 

All CMW 309 422 384 436 309 422 384 436 

Note : CMW- Currently Married Women 



Age 

15- 19 
20 - 24 

25 - 29 

30- 34 

35 - 39 

40-44 

45- 49 

Percent 
Ever Users 

All CMW 

Note: CMW 

TABLE 6.3 

Age-Specific Percentage of Currently Married Women who Have Fver-Used 
Family Planning Method by Age and Type of Area 

Baseline Survey Follow-up Survey 

E, C, 
 F2 C2 E1 C1 E2 C2 

7.7 6.3 8"3 1.5 11.5 9"4 13.9 21.28.4 12.7 11.9 14.7 18.1 19.1 21.4 32.6 
13.1 28.0 30.3 34.1 25.0 36.8 38.5 42.6 
19.2 24.4 13-8 25.3 25.5 26.8 27.6 4l.1 

9.1 20.5 9.8 24.4 18.2 33.3 17.1 51.1 
- 15.8 15.8 19.1 i-1 15.8 158. 
- 6.7 12.5 16.7 16.7 

11.7 22.8 18.0 20.6 20.1 26.8 25.8 38.1 

309 422 384 46 309 422 384 436 

- Currently Marsied Women 



For E area, the ever use rate of the women in the age-groups from 15. 
19 to 30-34 is found to increase; the rate decreases sharply for higher ages 
in both the surveys. For other areas, this rate increases for women in 
the age-groups from 15-19 to 23-29 and then gradually decreases for 
women of higher ages. For E, area the maximum ever-use rate observed 
is 19 percent in the baseline survey and 25.5 percent in the follow-up survey. 
The maximum ever-use rate is 28 percent for C1 , 30.3 percent for Ea, and 
34 percent for C2 in the baseline survey. Whereas. this occurrs to the 
tune of 37 percent, 38.5 percent, and 42.5 percent respectively for C1, ES 
and C, areas in the follow-up survey. Compared to the rates in the 
baseline survey, the ever-use rates for all areas in the follow - up 
survey are higher. Thus, it ii evideat that there ii soM- impact on 

evcr-use rate due to FWA/dai as input in the experimental areae. 

6.4.4 Ever Use Rates by Number of Children 

Is general, the perccntage ever-users by number of children ever--born 
and by number of surviving children is found to increase from women 
having 1-3 children to those with 4-6 children everborn or surviving; 
then a decrease is noticed for those with seven or more childred everborn or sur­
viving.For women witu 1-3 children everborn the ever-use rate is within 14 to 
19 percent for experimental areas and from 21 to 26 percent for control 
areas in the baseline survey. In the follow-up survey these are within 19 
to around 26 percent and with 23 to 37 percent. With living children 
4-6, the ever use rates are within 13 to 25 percent for experimental areas 
and within 27 to 30 percent for control areas in the baseline survey. In 
the follow-up survey these are within 27 lo around 35 percent for experi. 
mental areas and within 35 to 46 percent for control areas. With seven 
or more children the ever use rates are around 8 percent for E., and E., 
and within 17 to 21 percent for C, und C. in the baseline survey. In the 
follow-up survey these rates are within 14 to 24 percent for experimental 
areas and within 15 to 41 percent for control areas. The detali information on 
ever-use by number of children everborn and children surviving can be seen 
from Table 6.4 For the specifc number of children evejboorn and children 
surviving the ever use rate is higher in the follow-up than in the baseline 
survey, for both experimental and control areas. 
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6.4.5 Contraceptives Received by Users 

It is evident from Table 6.5 that the distribution of contraceptives to users 
of modern methods is limited to small proportion of users only. An overvhe. 
lining majority of ever users is recorded 'not stated' as to contraceptives
received recently from either FWA or dai. For C. around 28 percent of ever 
users received condom and pill from FWA In the baseline survey. Whereas, 
this is around 21 percent for the some area in the follow-up survey. For B, 
around 11 percent ever.users receive condom and pill from FW Xin the follow. 
up survey. Whereas, this is only 5 percent for E. area in the same survey. In 
the baseline survey, the highest proportion of ever-users is receiving oniy oral 
pill from daisfor E. ( 7 percent ), C1 (6 percent). The distribution of Emko and 
foam is not at all recorded for any of the four areas. 
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TABLE 6.4 

Percentage 	of CUrrently Married Women Who HaveEver Used Fanily:Planning Mthods 
by Number of Children (Ever born and Surviving) and Type of Area 

Type CEB/ Baseline Survey Follow-up Survey 
Aofrea " CS Number of CEB/CS. .. 
.

-Area-O 1-3- 4-6 ,-7+ . All * 0 1-37 4-6 7+ All 

CEB - 14.4 12.8 8,1 11.7 - 18.9 26.7 18.9 20.1 

CS - 10.9 14.9 2.7 10.4 5.0 18.8 26.4 13.5 19.4 
CEB - 20.9 29.8 17.1 22.8 - 22.7 35.4 23.2 26.8 

CZ 
CS - 16.2 24.7 .18.9 19.0 - 24.5 35.1 16.2 26.8 
CEB . " 185 25.2 7.9 18.0 - . 26.5 34.5 14.5 25.8 

E2 

CS - 19.5 17.4 8.8 16.7 - 27.4 28.3 23.5 25-8 
CEB - 25.8 26.8 20.9 20.6 7.7 36.7 45.5 40.7 38-1 

C2 

CS 3.0 20.2 24.8 22.6 20.4 6.1 38.1 48.3 29.1 38.1 

Note: CEB-Children Ever born, 
CS -Children Surviving 



TABLE 6.5 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Among the Ever Users Who Have ReceivedContraceptive Recently From FWA and oe Daiby .. . of Coiltraceptive and 
T"jIb of Afta 

Type of ,Beseline Survey F0idv-up SurveyCoifra.
ceptive BE C, E C-,cC, CReeeived D1ai FWA Dii FWA Dal FWA Dai FWA nal FWA Di FWA DaiPWA Dal FWA 
Condbm 

Pill 

Emko 

. 

C.7 
. 

-

. 

6.1 
. . 

-

. 

3. 
. 

1­

14.0 

14.0 
-

3.7 
1.8 

9.0 
-

0.1 -

0 

1.2 
1.2 

3.7 
-
-

7.3 
14.0 

Foam . . - " 
- - - - -

N-S. 
None 

60.0-
.3 -

634 
30.5 

-
-

-

-
5.8 

39.1 
-

-

i.4 
40.7 

15.9 
2t.4 

70.4 
16.3 

63A 
35.9 

. 

-

-

. 

80.3 
1b.5 

.. 

56.8 
38.8 -

. 

34.7 
44-0 

Ever Users 
(Modern 30 - 82 - - 64 -8.6 54 54 103- 81 81 . 150 
Methods) 



CHAPTER VII 

CURRENT USE OF FAMILY PLANNING METHODS 

7.1 introduction 

As in case of CPS and BFS, the '.'rm "current use" refers to the 
method which is being used by ar ,ndividui client. Thus, any respondent 
(or her spouse) using a family pianning method at the dme of surney is 
regarded as a current user. Two questions weie asked: "Are you or Is 
your spouse now using any family planning, notthod ?" and (if yes), "Which 
method are you or is your spouse using" 

7.2 Indices of Current Use 

The current use of family planning method has been determined from 
the following indices: 

(i) the percentage of current users by age of currently married women; 

(il) the percentage of current users by method of contraception; 

(iii) the age-specific percentage of current users oT family planuiing; 

..) teli by number of children ever born and survi­percentage of users 
ving to currently married women. 

7.3 Current Use of Contraceptives 

So far the current use rate is concerned, the percentage of currently 
married women, who are currently using contraception recorded an 

increase from 9.1. percent in the baseline survey to 16.2 percentin the f611ow-up 
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surrvey for Et area, from 15.4 percent to 20.6 percent for C, area, from 
12.5 percent to 21.6 percent for E. area, and from 17.2 percent to 27.5 
percent for C. area, as shown in Table 7A: 

7.4 Current Use of Any Method by Age 

The percentage of currently married women who are currently using
family planning method by age is shown for four areas in Table 7.2. Like 
the percentage ever-users by age, the percentage of currennt users by age
has shown the same pattern having a peak at age group 25-29 years for 
all areas, both in baseline and follow-up surveys. The change in the percentage
of current users at each age-group from baseline to follow.up survey is In 
accordance with our expectation. 

TABLE 7.1 

Percentage of Currently Married Women
 
Using Contraception by Type of Area
 

Type. of Baseline Follow-up Difference 
Area Survey Survey 

E, 9.1 16.2 7.1 

C1 15.4 20.6 5.2 

F9 12.5 21.6 9.1 

'4 17.2 27.5 10.3 
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TABLE 7.2
 

Percentage of Currently Married Women 
 Using Any Family Planning Method 
by age and Type of Area 

Baseline Survey Follow-up Survey
Age C. C,E2 E C, Ez C2 

15- 19 0.7 0.5 2.0 0.5 0"7 0.7 0.5 2.5 
20 - 24 1.9 2.6 1.8 3.0 4.5 3.1 4-7 7.3 
25 - 29 3.2 6.6 4.9 6.0 5.8 9.5 9.6 6.9 
30 - 34 2.6 3.8 2.5 4.1 2.9 5.5 4.4 6.0 
35 - 39 0.7 1.4 0.7 2.3 1.3 1.4 1.8 3.7 
40-44 ­ 0.5 0.7 1.2 1.0 0.5 0-5 1.2 
45-49 - 0.2 ­ - . 

All Current 
Users 28 65 48 75 50 87 83 120 
All CMW 309 422 384 436 309 422 384 436 
Percent
Current 9.1 15.4 12.5 17.2 16.2 20.6 21.6 27.5Users 

Note : CMW -- Currently Married Women. 



7.5 	 Current Use of Modern/Traditional Methods of Contraception 

The proportion of current-uscrs of modern method is almost similar 
to that of the ever-users of any modern method for all areas in boththe surveys, as can be seen from Table 	 7.3. Less than one to slightly
over 	 three percent currently married women are currently using traditional
methods. Like the percentage 
any method has experienced an 
This has occurred for all areas 
in the baseline 

ever-users, the percentage current users of 
increase from baseline to follow-up survey.
from a range of 9 percent to 17 percent 

survey 	 and a range of 16 percent to 27 percent in the 
follow-up survey. 

TABLE 7.3 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Using Family Planning
Method (Modern/Traditional) by Type of Area. 

Baseline Survey Follow-up Survey 
Method 
Type El C, E2 C2 El C1 E. C2 

Modern 8.7 14.i 12.0 16.3 14.2 18.3 18,5 25.0 
(27) (60) (46) (71) (44) (77) (71) (109) 

Traditional 0.4 1.2 0.5 0.9 2"0 2.3 3.1 2.5 
(1) (5) (2) (4) (6) (10) (12) (11) 

Total 9.1 15.4 12.5 17.2 16.2 20.6 21.6 27.5 

All CMW 
(28) 
309 

(65) 
384 

(48) 
422 

(75) 
436 

(50) 
309 

(87) 
384 

(103) 
422 

(120) 
436 

Note: CMW-Currently Married Women 
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7.6 Current Use by Methods of Contraception 

The percentage of currnt users by methods of contraception for both 
control and experimental areas in the baseline and the follow-up surveys 
is shown in Table 7.4. For E., 1.6 percent increase in pill users, 2.3 
percent increase in ligation cases, and 3 percent decrease in both condom 
and IUD are observed. For C, the number of pill users increases by 2.6 
percent, and the ligation cases increase by 2.9 percent. For E., an increase 
in pill users by one percent is observed, also less than one percent decrease 
in ligation cases is noticed; the percentage of IUD users is about the same 
in both the surveys. The highest increase in pill users Is noticed for C. 
(4.8 percent); 1.5 percent increase in ligation cases is observee, for this area, 
and in contrast with other areas, an increase is observed among IUD users 
(1.9 percent). The use of condom in baseline surveys decreases in follow­
up survey for three out of four areas. 

7.7 Age- Pattern of Current users 

Like the ever - use rates, the current use- rates also have shown 
almost the 'ame pattern with age of currently married women, with the 
exception of C. area, as can be seen from Table 7.5. The highest percen­
tage of currently married women currently using contraception is 17 percent 
for E, 22.4 percent for C,, 20.2 percent for E2, and 23.4 percent for C. 
in the b~seline survey. This is 21.3 percent for E1, 30.4 percent for C1, 
33 percent for E,, and 37.8 percent for C2 in the foIlow-up survey. It 
is evident that there is some impact on the current use rate due to FWA/ 
dai as input in the O-perimental areas. 
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TABLE 7.4 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Using 
Contraception by Methods and Type of Area 

Type Baseline Survey Follow-up Survey
 
of Pill Condom IUD 
 Liga- Others Non- All Pill Condom IUD Liga- Others Non- AllArea Total tion Users tion Users

CMW 

0 1 309 2.9 1.6 0.6 5.2 20.0 8.7 100.0 4.5 1.3 0.3 7.5 2.6 83.8 100.0 
C1 422 2.9 1.8 1.3 7.6 1.8 84.6 100.0 5.5 0.9 0.9 10.5 2.8 79.4 100.0 
E2 384 4.0 1.2 1.9 9.3 0.7 82.9 100.0 5.0 1.3 2.0 8.6 5.5 77.6 100.0 
C2 436 5.8 4.6 0.6 4.9 2.5 , -6 100.0 10.6 3.9 2.5 6.4 4.6 72.0 100.0 

Note: CMW-Currently Married Women 



TABLE 7.5 

Age-Specific Percentage of Currently Married Women Currently 
Using Any Method of Contraception by Type of Area 

Age Baseline Surevy Follow - up Survey 

E1 C E C2 E, C1 E2 C 2 

15-19 7.7 6.3 2.8 1.5 7.7 9.4 5.6 18.2 
20-24 7.2 10.0 9.5 7.8 15.7 13.6 21.4 24.0 
25-29 11.9 22.4 20.2 23.4 20.2 30.4 33.0 33.0 
30-34 17.0 19.5 12.6 18.7 21.3 28.1 18.4 33.3 
35-39 6.1 15.4 7.3 20.0 15.2 15.4 19.5 37.8 
40-44 - 10.5 10.5 14.3 11.1 10.5 15.8 23.8 
45-49 -- ..... 

Percent 
Current 9.1 15.4 12.5 17.2 16.2 20.6 21.6 27.5 
Users 

All CMW 309 422 384 426 309 422 384 436 

Note : CMW-_urrentIy Married Women. 



7.8 Current Use by Nmber of Children 

The percentage current use rates by number of children ever bornand children surviving have shown, in general, the same pattern as thepercentage ever - use rates by number of children ever born and childrensurviving (Table 7.6). Compared to useever rates, the current use ratesare quite consistent in both the surveys. For all four areas, the current use rate is higher in the follow -up than that in the baseline survey. 

7.9 Reasons for Non - Use of Family Planning Methods 

The reason for non-use of family planning method was asked ofcurrently married women in all the four areas and their responses areshown in Table 7.7. The desire for additional children in the baseline survey reduces in the follow-up survey for C1 , E,, and C.. The objectionfrom the family against the adoption of family planning mehtod is considera­bly lower in the follow - up survey compared to that in the baseline 
survey, with the exception of C,. The religious bar as a reason for non­use of family planning is within the range of 20 percent to 27 perc'ntof curently married women for all areas with the exception of C2 in thefollow - up survey- This is within the range 15 percent to 21 percentfor three areas excepting C, in the baseline survey. The side effect as a reason for non use of family planning is considerably lower in the follow up survey compared to that in the baseline survey. The physical illness as a retson for non use of family planning method is mentioned by one percent

only in andE2 this ranges from 5 percent to 11 percent for otheis three areas in the follow up survey. For the baseline survey, the percentage of
currently married women mentioning physical illness as reasonthe for 
non use ranges from 0.6 to 2.4, over the four areas. 
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TABLE 7.6 

Percentage of Currently Married Women Using Family Planning Methods by Number 

of Children Ever born (CEB) and Children Surviving (CS) and Type of Area 

Type 
of 
Area 

CEB/ 
CS 

0 

Baseline Survey 
Number 

1-3 4-6 7+ 
of 

All 

Follow-up Survey 
CEB/CS

0 1-3 4-6 7-4- All 

CEB - i0.6 10.5 6.8 9.1 - 15.9 19.8 16.2 16.2 

CS - 9.1 13.8 2.7 9.1 - 15.8 23.0 10.8 16.2 

CEB - 12.9 22.4 9.8 15.4 - 16.6 29.2 15.9 20.6 

C, 
CS - 12.5 20.7 1F.2 15.4 - 18.5 27.9 10.8 20.6 

CEB - 13-2 17.9 5.3 12.5 - 21.9 29.5 11.8 21.6 
E2 

CS - 14.7 13.0 5.9 12.5 - 23 2 23.2 20.6 21-6 

CEB 3.9 15.5 24.1 16.5 17.2 - 29.5 31.5 26.4 27-5 

C2 
CS 3.0 16.2 23.2 16.1 17.2 - 30.4 32.0 19.4 27.5 



TABLE 7.7 

Percentage of Currently Married Women by Main
Reasons for Non-Use of Contraception by 

Type of Area 

Reason for Baseline Survey Follow-up SurveyNon-Use 
No-Cs E2 C2 E, C1 E2 C2Additional Children Wanted 25.2 33.1 38.3 37.6 35.9 26.5 22.6Objection from Family 16.2 

23.6 
7.8 9.9 12.4 5.2 5.3 4.4 5.5Side-effect 3.0 4.3 3.7 5.0 0.6 1.9 0.8 1.8Physical Illness 0.6 2.4 2.3 2.1 5.5 8.0 1.1Religious Bar 11.0

15.5 19.4 20.6 5.3 20.4 21.8 26.6No Need for Use of Contraceptoin 12.3 9.5 
3.7 

6.3 7.6 9.1 8.1 10.9 14.0Others 13.6 6.2 5.2 100.0 6.8 7.4 6.8 10.8NA/NS 13.6 17.3 13.8 19.9 16.5 21.0 26.8 29.6 
All 100.0 1000 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 



7.10 Source of Motivation 

As regards the motivation FWAs/dais are not very successful in E1, 

C,, and E2 areas. For, C2, FWAs are able to motivate 7.3 percent and 

13.1 percent of currently married women in the baseline survey and in the 

follow up survey respectively. The level of motivation in the baseline survey 

increases in the follow up survey due to FWA in C2, due to dai in E, and 

C1 by around 6 percent, 1.7 percent and one percent respectively. In both 

surveys for all four areas, it is observed that a significant level of motivation 

occured due to spouses of currently married women as can be seen in Table 

7.8. Those women who have adopted family planning, were motivated by 

themselves according to 2 percent to 4 percent of currently married women, 

for all areas in the ba3eline survey. In the follow up survey, the percentage 

reporting self motivation ranges from 4 to 9 percent. Relatives as a source 

of motivation was mentioned by less than 3 percent of currently married women 

in all the four areas, in both the surveys. 

7.11.1 Net Change Due to FWA/dai as input 

Knowledge of specific number of methods as regards the knowledge 

of family planning method, the net change due to FWA/dai as input is 

calculated for specific number of methods known, as shown in Table 7.9. 

The net positive change due to FWA as input is observed for those who 

have known one, two, six, and seven method (s) of contraception; these 

are within the range of 1.2 percent to 9.1 percent. Whereas, the net nega­

live changes for those having knowledge of three to five methods are within 

the range-2.2 percent to-8.3 percent . When dai is given as Input, the 

positive net change in the knowledge is observed for currently married 

women who have knovn two, three, four, and at least seven methods of 

contraception. The positive not changes in the knowledge due to dai as 
input are within the range 1.4 percent to 13.2 percent, whereas, the negative 
changes in know'ledge are found to be within-l.4 percent to-10.3 percent. 
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TABLE 7.8 

Percentage of Currently Married Women by Source 
of Motivation and Type of Area 

Motivation Baseline Survey Follow-up SurveyEE C, C, El E2C C.
 

Self C1 C21.7 4-4 3.0 1.6 4.2 5.7 5.5 8.7Husband 7.8 13.0 11.6 8.0 8.4 9.4 13.8 11.2Relatives 0.6 2.1 1.2 0.6 1.6 2.6 1.2 1.8FPA 0.6 0.5 0.7 0,2 0.3 6.0 0.7 0.2FWA 
 - 4.0 1.2 7.3 2.0 
Dai - 0.2 13.10.3 ­ 2.9 7.3 2.0 ­ 4.0 -Others 0.6 1.0 2.1 2.8 
 1.6 2.1All 1.411.6 25.0 3.022.7 20.6 20.1 25.8 

88.4 75.0 77.3 79.4 
26.8NA/NS 38.0 

79.9 
 74.2 
 73.2 62.0
All 309 
 384 
 422 
 436 
 309 384 422 
 436
 

Note : CMW- Currently Married Women 



TABLE 7.9 

Difference Between the Percentages of Women who Have Specified Number 
of Methods of Contraception Known, in Baseline and follow-up Surveys 

and the Net Change Due to FWA/dai 

Method 
Known Net Net 

EfL-Eb, Cf1-Cb 1 Change' Ef.- Eb2 Cf 2-Cb, Changes 

0 + 3-2 + 3.6 - 0.3 + 2.1 + 12.4 -10.3 

1 + 7.4 - 1.7 ± 9.1 + 4.7 + 3.0 - 1.7 
2 - 7-8 - 9.0 ±1.2 - 9.9 - 16.1 ± 6.2 

3 - 4.5 ± 3.8 -8.3 + 1.1 - 12.2 + 13.2 
4 - 2.6 + 5.2 -7.8 ± 6.3 + 3.7 + 2.6 

5 - 03 - 1.9 -2.2 - + 1.4 - 1.4 
6 + 3.6 - 2.8 ±-6.4 + 3.1 ± 13.L -10.0 

7+ + 1.3 - 1.0 + 23 ± 2"1 + 0.7 ± 1.4 

Note: f - Follow-up Survey, b - Baseline Survey 
1. Net Change due to FWA 
2. Net Change due to dai 



7.11.2 Mean Number of Methods Known 

In the baseline survey, the mean number of methods known is withinthe range 2.7 to 3.1 for the four areas. Whereas, in the follow-upsurvey this is found to range from 2.7 to 3.3 over the four areas. Themean number of traditional methods known ranges from less than 0.1 to0.1 in the baseline survey and 9.1 to 0.3 in the follow-up survey (Table 7:10)
The net change in mean number of modern and traditional methodsknown are both positive for E2. Such changes are positive with regardto modern and overall methods known for Bl area. Also, some changesare observed in the mean number of modern and traditional methodsknown for C, and C2 for baseline to follow-up survey ; a small nega­tive change is observed for only C1 with respect to both modern and

overall methods known. 
The net changes In the modern and ov:-rall mean number of methodsknown are in the expected direction due to dai as input. 
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TABLE 7.10 

Mean Number of Methods Known, Their Difference from Baseline to Foihiw-up
 
Surveys and the Net Change Due to FWA/dai
 

Type of Area Baseline Survey Follow-up Survey 
Modern Trditional Overall Modern Traditional Overall 

E, 2.7 0.1 2.8 2.7 0.1 2.8 
C, 2.9 0.1 3.0 2.9 0.1 3.0 

E 2 2.9 0.1 3.0 3.1 0.3 3.4 

Ca 3.1 - 3.1 3.3 0.1 3.4 

Difference Modern Net Traditional Net Overall Net 

Method Change Method Change Change 

(Over all) 

Ef 1-Eb 0.02 -0.03 -0.02 
+0.041 -0.031 +0.011 

Cf1-Cb - 0.06 0.00 -0.03 

Ef2-Eb + 0.22 -,0.19 +0.91 
+0.052 +0.122 +0.572 

Cf 2-Cb 2 + 0.17 +0.07 +0.34 

(1): Net change due to FWA 
(2) : Nec change due to dai 



7,11.3 Knowledge of At Least ,'' Nnmber of Method (s) 

When the knowledge of at least specific number of family planningmethods is considered, the net change due to FWA as input was found to bepositive for at least one, five, six and seven methods. Whereas, such changedue to dai as input is observed for at least one, two, three and sevenmethods known, The net negative changes are observed for at least two,three and four methods known due to FWA as input. Whereas, such changesare found for at least four, five and six methods known because of daias input. The net negative changes for at least 4, 5 and 6 methods knownare observed because of the greater changes with time for control area comparedto that of experimental area where originally FWA was working and subs,.quently dai is given as Input (Table 7.11). For the same reason tl'e netnegative changes are observed for at least one method and two methods known. 
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TABLE 7.11 

Difference Between Percentage of Women Having 
at Least 'X' Number* of Methods Known in Baseline 
and Follow-up Surveys and the Net Change Due to 

FWAfdai 

At Leat 'X' 
Method Known Nqet Net 

Ef-Eb Cf-Cb Change, Ef2-Eb2 Cf2-Cb2 Change, 

1 - 3.2 - 3.6 + 0.3 - 3.1 - 12.4 + 10.3 

2 -11.0 - 1.9 - 9.1 + 2.6 - 9.4 + 12.0 
3 - 2.6 + 7.1 -- 9.7 +12.5 + 6.7 + 5.8 
4 + 2.0 + 3.3 - 1.4 + 11.5 +18.8 -- 7.4 
5 + 4.5 - 1.9 ± 6.4 + 5.2 + 15.1 - 9.9 
6 + 4.9 - 3.8 + 8.7 + 5.2 +13.8 - 8.6 
7 + 1.3 - 1.0 + 2.3 + 2.1 +-0.7 + .4 

Mean Number of + 3.2 3.6 ­ 0.3 + 2.1 + 12.4 - 10.3 
Methods Known 

( X)' Numbers - 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and7 . 

1. Net change due to FWA 
2. Net change due to dai 



TABLE 7.12
 

Differnce Betwen Mean Number 
 of Methods Known in Baseline and Follow- upSurveys and the Net Change Due to FWA/dai by Age of Currently Married Women 

Age Ef 1-Eb, Cf-Cb Net Ef4-EbZ Cfj-Cb2 Net 
Changel Change 

15-19 ­ 0.2 - 0.1 - 0.1 + 0.5 + 0.1 + 0.5 
20-24 - 0.1 + 0.5 - 0.6 + 0.2 + 0.1 + 0.100 
25-29 + 0.1 - + 0.1 + 0.2 + 0.6 + 02 
30-34 + 0.4 + 0.3 + 0.1 + 0.5 + 0.7 - 0.2 
35-39 + 0.1 - 0.2 + 0.3 + 0.7 + 0.4 + 06.3 
40-44 - 0.9 + 0.6 - 1.4 + 0.6 + 0.7 - 0.1 
45-49 - + 0.3 ­ 0.3 - 6.6 - 0.2 - 0.5 

1. Net change due to FWA 

2. Net change due to dai 



7.11.4 Mean Number of Methodi Known by Age 

When the mean number of method (s) known by age-group of women 
is considered, the net change due to FWA/dai as input Is foind to be less 
than one percent for almost all age.groups, as can be seen from Table 7.12. 
This was true for both negative and positive changes. Because of FWA as 

input, a net change of 1.4 was observed in the mean number of methods 
known by currently married women of ages 40-44 years. This, in fact, is 
the highest net change that has been observed. 

7.11.5 Knowledge of Specific Method (s) 

The net change in the knowledge of family planning by specific method 
due to FWA/dai as input is shown in Table 7.13. Because of FWA as input 
in E,, a positive, net change is found to occur f'br oral pill, condom (Modern 

method), abstinence and rythm (Traditional mrvthod). Whereas, due to dai 
as input in E, areca, a positive net change Occurs for IUD, Injection, liga­
tion, vasectomy (modern method) and witbdrawal (Traditional method). In 
fact, the net negative changes are found tc oc-ur for oral pill (11.3 percent) 
and condom (19.3), and the net positive changes occur for ligation (13.5 
percent) and vasectomy (11.4 percent). 

7.11.6 Ever Use and Current Use Rates 

The net change in ever use rate is found to be 1.1 percent for E, 
and a net change of -10.3 percent is observed for E. (Table 7.14). For B1 
a net positive change, 1.9 percent in the current use of contaception Is 
observed (Table 7.15). Whereas, for BS a net negative change, -4.8 percent, Is 
recorded from baseline to follow-up survey. 

7.11.7 Ever Use Rate by Age 

The net Impact in ever-use rate by age due to FWA/dai a3 input 
In B/E 2 area is shown In Table 7.14. The net Impact on ever use rate 
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TABLE 7.13 

Difference Between Percentages of Women Having Knowledge of Specific Method 
of Contraception in Baseline and Follow-up Survey and the Net Change Due to 

FWA/dai 

Method Efl-Eb Cf 1 -Cb 1 Net Efz-Ebt Cft-Cbs Net 

Schangel Changes 

Oral Pill + 9.4 + 4-7 + 4.7 + 4.2 + 15.5 1.3 
Condom + 5.8 ­ 1.4 + 7.2 - 9.4 + 9.9 - 19.3 
IUD -4.2 + 0.4 -4.6 -9.4 - 10.8 + 1.4
Injection + 7.2 + 7.8 - 0.6 + 7.8 -0.2 +8.0 
Ligation + 2.6 + 2.9 - 0.3 - 9.8 - 6.7 + 13.5 
Vasectomy - 11.3 - 9.5 - 1.8 - 16.4 - 27.8 + 11.4 
Abstinence 0.4 -0.7 - 0.3 - 4.4 - 1.6 - 2.8 
Rythm - 1.0 - 1.2 + 0.2 - 5.2 - 1.4 - 3.0 

Emko -3.3 -1.2 -2.1 +2.1 + 2.3 -0.6 
Withdrawal - 1.0 ­ - 1.0 - - 0.2 + 0.2. 
Abortion + 0.6 + 0.5 - 0.1 - 5.7 2"1 - 3"6 
Kabiraji + 0.3 + 0.5 - 0.2 - 5.7 - 3.0 - 2.7 

Note : f - Follow-up Survey, b - bEv.iine Survey. 
1. Net chaoge due to FWA. 
2. Net change due to dai 



due to FWA as input at all age groups with the exception of age-group 35-39 
years Is positive. Whereas, the net impact due to dai as input is negative 
for all ages. 

7.11.8 Current-Use Rates by Age 

Because of FWA/dai as input, the net impact on the current-use rate 
for E/E, area can be seen from Table 7.15. The net irpact In current use 
rate due to FWA as input is positive at age-groups 20.24, 25.29, 35-29, 40-44 
years. Whereas, the net impact on current use rate due to dai as input is 
found to be positive at age-groups 15-19, 20-24 and 25-29 years only. When 
all ages are lumped, the net changes in ever use rate and current use rate 
are both positive due to FWA as Input, and both negative due-to dai as input. 
In the cate of current use rate, the net change due to dai is around-5 percent 
and in the-case of ever-use rate it is-10.3 percent. 
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TABLE 7.14 

Net Change on Ever-Use 
FWA/dai as Input in 

Rate Due to 
31IE2 Area 

Age 
__Change' 

Efl-Eb, Cfl-Cfl Net Ef2-Ebs Cf2-Cb. Net 
Chanpes 

15-19 

20-24 

25-29 

30-34 

35-39 

40-44 

45-49 

+ 3.9 

+ 9.6 

+ 11.9 

+ 6.4 

+ 9.1 

+ 11.1 

-

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

3.1 

6.4 

8.8 

2.4 

12.8 

-

-

-

+ 

+ 

+ 

-

+ 

0.7 

3.3 

3.1 

3.9 

3.7 

11.1 

-

+5.6 

+9.5 

-- 8.3 

+13.8 

+7.3 
-

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 

+ 
+ 

19.7 

17.8 

8.5 

15.7 

26.7 

9.5 

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

14.4 

8.3 

0.3 

1.9 

19.4 
9.5 

-

All + 8.4 + 7.4 + 1.1 + 7.8 + 18.1 - 10.3 

Note f ­

1. 
2. 

Follow-up Survey. b -
Net change due to FWA 
Net change due to dai 

Baseline Survey. 



TABLE 7.15 

Net Change on Current-Use Rate Due to FWA/dai as Input 

in E1 IE* Area 

Current 
Age Net Net 

Ef-Eb Cf'-Cb, Change, Ef-Eb2 Cf-Cb. Changes 

15-19 - + 3.1 - 31.1 + 2.8 + 16.7 + 13.9 

20-24 + 8"4 + 3.6 + 4.8 + 11.9 + 16.3 + 4.4 

25-29 + 8-5 + 8"0 + 0.5 + 12.9 + 9.6 + 3.3 

30-34 + 4.3 + 8.5 - 4.3 + 5.8 + 14.7 - 8.9 

35-39 + 9.1 - - 9.1 + 12.2 + 17.8 - 5.6 

,%0-44 + 11"1 ++ 11.1 + 5.3 + 9.5 - "4.3 

45=49 - - - -

All + 7.1 + 5.2. + 1.9 + 9.4 + 14.2 -4.8 

Note: f - Follow-up Survey, b - Baseline Survey 
1. Net Change due to FWA 
2. Net Change due to daf 



CHAPTER VIII 

CHARACTBRISTICS OF' FWAs AND DAIs. 

8.1 Introduction 

It is beyond controversy that the success of the family planning programlargely depends on the performance of the workers at the field level, In recogni­
tion to this, the, Population Control Prorgam in Bangladesh has at present
more than 40 thosgand field workers-4392 Family Planning Assistants (FPA),12337 Family Welfare Assistants ,FWA), 2722 Family Welfare Visitors (FWV),
and 8000 dais. The plan is to increase the numbers of FPAs, FWWs and'
dais to 4500, 18000, and 13500 respectively at the end of the second five 
year plan (Kabir et al., 1985)-

So far, very limited attempts have been made for systematic investi. 
gation of the problems faced at different stages of work by fieldthe levelworkers. Since thi role of these field level workers is of crucial impoitance
for the success of the program, it is necessary to know their socio-economic 
and demographic characteristics, the problems they face during their field
and other related problems, if any. 

work 
Keeping in view the objective of the study, 

a modest attempt has been made in this chapter to analyze the data related 
to the above Issues obtained from dais and FWAs of the selected areas 
in the follow-up survey only. 

8.2 Age 

The distribution of dais and FWAs by their age is preseni.d in Table8.1. The mean ages of dais and FWAs are 35.7 years and 28.7 years
respectively. Since these means are basel on only 36 dais and 36 FWAs,cautlon
should be exercised in generalizing the results to all workers. However,
is clear that, on an average, a dai is around 7 years older than an 

it 
FWA. 
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TABLE 8.1 

Percentage of DAIs and FWAs by Current Age 

FWAsDAIs 

Age Number Percent Number Perc,nt 

22.2Under 25 3 8.3 8 

25-29 14 38.9 21 58.3 

30-3,1 2 5.6 3 8.3 

2 5.635-.39 8 22.2 

2.840-44 1 2.8 1 
-
45-49 4 11.1 ­

50+ 4 11.1 1 2.8 

All 36 100.0 36 100.0 

28.7Mean 35.7 

8.3 Marital Status 

From the data on marital statu3, as shown in Table 8.2 it can be 

seen that all dais are ever married, or which 58.3 parcent are currently married, 

30.6 percent widowed, and 11.1 percent separated. In contrast, 11.1 percent 

FWAs are single, 80.6 percent married, 5.6 percent widowed, and about 3.0 per. 

cent separated. The findings are in the expected direction since the dais are 

elderly women compared to the FWAs. 

8.4 Religion 

The religious composition of the respondents reveals that a great majority 

(91.7 percent dais and 83.3 percent FWAs) of them are Muslims. The 

proportion of Hindus among the FWAs is twice as much as that of dais 

-3 (8.3 percent) dais out of 36 are Hiudus, whereas 6 (16.7 percent) out 

ot 36 FWAs are Hindus. 
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TABLE 8.2 

Percentage of DAIs and FWAs by Marital Status 

Marital DAIs FWAs 
Status Number Percent Number Percent 

Never 
Married - - 4 11.1 
Married 21 58.4 29 80.6 
Widowed 11 30.6 2 5.6 
Separated 4 11.1 1 2.8 

All 36 100.0 36 100.0 

TABLE 8.3 
Percentage of DAIs and FWAs by Level of Education 

Level of DAIs FWAs 
Education Number Percent Number Percent 
No Schooling 12 	 33.3 ­ -
Class I-V 12 33.3 2 5.6 
Class VI-IX 12 	 33.3 8 22.2 
SSC &
 
Above ­ - 26 72.2 

All 36 	 100.0 36 100.0 

8.5 	 Level of Education 
The data on the level of education, presented in Table 8.3 demonstrate 

that one out or every three dais is illiterate, and none was SSC passed.
It is ashtonishing to note that around 28 percent of FWA3 are not SSC 
passed despite the proviion of rocrulting FWAs from SSC holders. 
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8.6 Length of Service 
From the distribution of dais and FWAs by their length of service, 

presented in Table 3.4, it is seen that 58.3 present of dais and 36.1 percent 

of FWAs are involved in the present job for less than 5 years. Nearly 42 per­

cent of dais and 64 percent of FWAs are doing their jeb for 5 years or more 

On the average, the FWAs are involved in the job for 6.7 years while the 

dais for 5.4 years. 

8.7 Work Statzs 

Upon a query on the involvement of respondents in the income generating
 

activities in additioai to their percent job, about 39 percent of dais reported
 

as engaged in some form of activities outside their home for cash income.
 

The rest are solely engaged in their household duties (Table 8.5). Among 

the FWAs only 5.6 percent are Involved in outside activities. This reflects 

that a substantial proportion of dais are dissatisfied with their job because 

of very poor earning out of it. In contrast, a great majority of the FWAs 

found not to do any work beyond their job assignmen to(94.4 percent) are 
supplement 	 their income. Thus, there is reason to believe that the FWAs are 

devote full time to render their services.satisfied with their job and they can 

8.8 Children Everborn 

The information on the number of children everborn to dais, and 

in Tabe 8.6. It is seen that about 61 percent of daisFWAs are presented 
had borne 3 or more children compared to 30.6 percent of FWAs. Only 

one FWA is found to have 5 children everborn whereas, 13 dai. reported 

that they had ever borne 3 or more chi'Jren. The findings are in the expected 
expected to have moredirection since the dais are elderly 	women and are 

who are yet to pass through more years ofchildren compared to FWAs 
reproductive life than the dais. Thu mean number of children everborn by 

dais is 3.4, while the FWAs reported to have evrborn 1.9 children 
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TABLE 8.4 

*Percentage of DAls -and FWAs According to the Length of Service 

Length of
 
Service 
 DAIs FWAs
 

(in years) Number 
 Percent Number Percent 

Less than
 
5 years 21 
 58.3 13 36.1 

5 years
 
or more 15 
 41.7 23 639
 

All 36 100.0 36 100.0 

TABLE 8'5 

Percentage of DAIs and FWAs by Additional Income Activities 

Category
 
Level DAIs FWAs 

Number Percent Number Percent 

Yes 
 14 38.9 2 5.6 
No 22 61.1 34 94.4 

All 36 100.0 36 100.0 
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8.9 Use of Contraception 

The distribution of dais and FWAs by methods of contraceptive use 

is displayed in Table 8.7. Among the dais 4(11.1 percent) are ligated and 

13,9 percent have IUD/CT insertion. A large proportion (33.3 percent) of 

dais are not using any method. Among the FWAs 25.0 percent are using 
pill and 22.2 percent reported that their husbands are using condom. And 

8.3 percent had 1UD insertions, wiile an equal proporton. arc practising 

withdrawal. Only one women was ligated among the FWAs. 

8.10 Work done by FWAs as Reported by dais 

The dais were asked about type of work the FWAs do at the field 

level. Fifty percent of dais reported that they (FWAs) distribute contra­

ceptives while 47.2 percent indicated that they check client cards (Table 8.8), 

Further, it is observed from the table that 41.7 percent dais reported 

that the FWAs motivate people for adopting family planning. Three dais 

said that the FWAs do nothing- Although, one of the main responsibilities 
of FWAs is to supervise the work of dais none of the dais reported. that 
the FWAs supervise their work. 

8.11 Responsibilities of dais as Reported by Themselves 

Upon a query on their own responsibilities, 50 percent dais indicated 

that their prime responsibility is to accompany clients to clinics. Nearly 

42 percent of them reported councelling as their second most important 

responsibility. Supply of contraceptives to the clients was reported as their 

responsibility by around 22 percent of dais. The relevant responses are shown, 
in Table 8.9. 

8.1.2 Joint Visits of daiswith FPAs and FPOs Supervision 

Joint visits of dais with FPAs are shown in Table 8.10. A littleove: 

55 percent dais reported that they had not made any joint visit with Fi-)As 

during the preceding calender month. The number of days they jointly 

visited Is, on an average, two. 
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TABLE 8"6
 

Percentage of DAIs and FWAs by Number of Children Everborn 

Number of Children Everborn 
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 All Mean 

Number of 
DAIs 1 10 3 4 5 6 4 3 36 
Percent 2.8 27.8 8.3 11.1 13.9 16.7 11.1 8.3 100.0 3.4 
Number of 
FWAs 8 3 14 8 2 1 - - 36 
Percent 22.2 8.3 38.9 22.2 5.6 2.8 - - 100.0 1.9 

TABLE 8.7 

Percentage of DAIs and FWAs by Method of Contraceptive Use 

Method DAIs FWAs 
Number Percent Number Percent 

No Method 12 33.3 5 13.9 
O.al pil -- 9 25.0 
Condom . 8 22.2 
IUD/CT 5 13,9 3 8.3 
Withdrawal ­ - 3 8.3 
Ligation 4 11.1 1 2.8 
N A' 15 41.7 7 19.4 
All 36 100.0 36 100.0 

(1) Not applicable 
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When the dais were asked about the time they last jointly visit-Ad, 

last visit was made during March and April,50 percent reported that the 

1985 (table not shown). In most cases it is observed that the dais were 
paid last visit foradvised to work sincerely by FPAs when they (FPAs) 

dais were asked about the number of timessupervisory work. When the 
during the preceding threethe Famil) Planning Officer (FPO) visited them 

during, that period.
months, it was reported that no visit was paid by FPO 

8.13 Problems faced by dais 

problems they face. while discharging theirDais were asked to state 
Table 8.11. Nearly 67 percentduties. The responses are summarised in 

that they do not get salary as government employees.of dais reported 

Another problematic aspect is that the local pepole do not like family planning.
 

3 of them reportedThis was reported by around 42 percent of dais. Only 

that the inadequato supply of contrazeptives is a bottleneck for their acti­

vities. Three, dais reported that they have no problem. It may be men­

tioned here that the introduction of referral system has caused a lot of 

the dais. This has also narrowed down their roles
dissatisfaction among 

are no longer government employees
in the program. They feel that they 

such, are not entitled to get benefits as other government employees
and, as 
do. This Is likely to have serious consequences on the performance of dais 

as family planning workers. They suggested to conrider them as regularly 

S.overnment efforts, and
salaried persons, educate the local people through 

supply adequate quantity of contraceptives. Only two dais suggested to increase 

their referral fee. 

views on the Question of Withdrawing FWAs8.14 Dais' 

made to know the dais' views on withdrawing FWAsAn inqtdry was 
were asked as to whAt the consequences on

from the program. Respondents 

the Family Planuing Program of withdrawing the FWAs from the Program, 

would be. Eighty three percent of dais indicated that such an attempt would 

seriously affcct the program and hence this should be avoided. 
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TABLE 8.8 

Type of Work Done by FWAs as Reported by DAIs
 

Type of Work 
 Number Percent 

To check client cards 17 47.2 
To motivate the women 15 41.7
 

To provide post operative care
 
and follow-up service 
 11 30.6
 
To distribute contraceptives 18 
 50.0 
Do nothing 3 8.3 

N.B. The percentages will not add up to 100 because of multiple responses 

TABLE 8.9 

Responsibilities of the DAIs as Reported by Themselves, 

Responsibilities Number Percent 

To accompany client to clinic 
and back 18, 50.0
 
To motivate people 15 41.7 
To distribute contraceptives 8 22.2 

To provide post operative care 
and follow.up sprvice 11 30.6 

N. B. The percentages will not add up to 100 because of multiple responses 
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The remaining 17 percent of dais mentioned that such a decision is 
not expected to hamper the continuation of the family planning program. 

8.15 Attractive Features of dais Job 

The respondents were asked to mention the attractive features of their 
job, if any. Nearly 45 percent of dais reported that their job gave them 
an opportunity to nurse people. Around 22 percent indicated that there 

is no .ttratiive feature of their job. About 54 percent of the dais are 
dissatiffied with the job because of poor earning out of it. The other 
causes of dissatisfaction are that people do not like family Planning (5.5 
percent), and that the referral fee is not enough (11.1 percent). 

8.16. Dais Attitude Towards job Change 

About 46 percent of the dais indicated that if they ate offered a 
job with remuneration and status equivalent to that of the present one, 
they are ready to take up that new job. The remaining 54 percent are 
not found to be interested In changing their present job. 

It is obvious that unless there is any change in the remuneration 
or status of dais, they will be unlikely to remain interested in their 
present job. An overwhelmiig proportion of dais have reported that hatred 
is cast upon them by local people. This has added another cause of dissatis­
faction and, hence, frustration among the dais. 

8.17 Work done by dais as Reported by FWAs 

- The responses from FWAs regarding, the type -of works the dais do 
are shown in Table 8.12. A comparison of these responses with those 
presented in Table 8.9 indicate that by and large, the FWAs could rightly 
perceive the types of work performed by dais. It is secn from table 8.12 
that 25 percent of FWAs reyorted that dais have to help them FWAs) 
In the field. Surprisingly, a quarter of FWAs are not aware of the existence 
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TABLE 8,10 

Number of Days the FPAs Worked wilh DAIs 
as 

N 0iber .
ofday 


0 


1 

2. 


3 


4 

5 

Total 

Reported by DAIs 

Frequency Percent 

0 55;6 

6 16.7 

3.. 8.3, 
3:3" 8.3 
1 2.8 
3 8.3 

36 100.0 

TABLE 8.11 
Problems Fac¢d by DAIs In the: Field 

Problems faced . umber . Percent 
Doi'lot getsilidr " 24 66.7. 
People do not like F. P. 15 41.7 
Inadequate supply of 
contracptives .3. .8.3 
No problem 3 8.3 

N. B. TI per6ntagi wlll'not add up'to tbO because of multip'e responses 
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of dais in their area. About 6 percent of FWAs expressed with grief 

that the dais do nothing. 

8.18 Responslbllities of FWAs "isReported by Thenaires 

The responses regarding the responsibilities of FWAS are presented In 

Table 8.13. Nearly 70 percent reported that their responsibility is to motivate 

people for accepting family planning. Other responsibilities mentioned are 

promotion of MCH care (38.9 percent), distribution of contraceptives (30.6 

percent) and checking of client cards (19.4 percent). Another 19.4 percent 

reported that their main responsibility is to work sincerely. One would be 

surprised to know that none of the FWAs had reported that they are rem. 

ponsible for supervising the dais' work which is one of their main 

reponsibilities. 

8 19 Joint Visits of FWAs with FPAs aJ FrOs' Sapervislo 

frequent inIt is observed from Table 8.14 that the FPAs are more 

visiting the FWA; than the dais;only one FWA reported that no FPA came 

to work with her during the preceding one month. As many as 12 (33,30 

percent) FWAs reported to have worked with FPAs more than four tirei 
anduring tLat period. The average number of days an FPA worked with 

FWA comes out to be 3.97. The comparable average for the dais 11 2 days. 

the last visit was made by FPAs, noneWhen asked about the month in which 
of the FWAs could report the exact date of FPAs' last visit. Sixteen FWAs. 

_(44.4 percent) reported that the FPAs visited them two months prior to the 

survey, 11 (30.6 percent) one month prior to the survey, and three (8.3 

percent) during the month of the survey. The mean number of visits during' 

the preceding three months is found to be 1.2. When asked about the works 

'done by FPAs at the time of their last visit, most of the FWAs (63.6 percent) 
motivate the males for adopting family planning,reported that usually the FPAs 

check client cards (42.4 percent), and advise them to work sincerely (18;2 

percent). 

Wheh asked about the mo.ath of last visit by the Family Planning 

Officer, as many as 16 (44.4 percent) FWAs reported that the FPO haid 
said during thevisited their area three months prior to this survey, three 
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TABLE 8.12 

Type Work Done by DAIs as Reported by FWAs 

Type of Work Number Percent 

To motivate people .13 36.1 
To accompany cliente to clinic 13 36.1 

To help FWAs 9 25.0
 
To distribut c 0 traceptives 9 25.
 

To promot'e MC!! care -11.1
 
Not aware of the existence of DAIs in the area 9 t5.0
 

Do nothing 2 5.6
 

N.B.. The percentages will not add up tolOO because of multiple responses 

.TABLE 8.13 

Responsibilities of the FWAs as Reported by Themselves 

Responsibilities Number Percent 

To motivate. people 25 - 69.4 
To promote -MCHcare 14 38.9 
To check client cards 7 19.4 
To distribute contraceptives II 30 6 
To work sincerly 7 19.4 

N.11. The percentage will not add up to 00.because of multiple responses 
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month of this survey, and one said aboltTfilve months before the survey. 
Four reported that they could not recollect the date when FPO paid the 

last visit and nine FWAs reported that they had' never seen the FPO visiting 

them. 

8.20 Problems Faced by FWAs 

The problems faced by FWAs are somewhat different from those faced 
by dais, as can be seen by comparing the responses in Table 8.11 and Table 
8.15. A large, proportion of FWAs (63.9 percent) indicated that religious 

bar is the main obstacle to family planning. A little more than 44 percent 
of them reported that they are being hated by local people. About 9 percent 
reported that it-is sometimes risky to move alone. A few (5.6 percent of 
them felt that they should be provided with bag and umbrella for field 
work. A little over II percent expressed that they are not getting any co-oppera­

tion from the dais. 

8.21 Ways of Solving the Problems 

The respondents also suggested ways to overcome the problems they 
face while discharging their duties. rihese include educating and motivating 
religious. leaders and other people who have dominant roles in the society 
(86.1 percent), and providing more incentives and opportunities .to the 
FWAs (19.3 percent). some of them stressed on the recruitment, of tuore 
family planning workers (19.3 percent). 

8.22 FWAs Views on the Question of Witbdrawing dais 

The' information reveal that all the RWAs included in the study feel 
that the presence of dais in the pragram is a dire necessity and hence 
they must not be withdrawn from the program. 
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.TABLE 8.14, 

Number of Days the FPAs Worked with FWAs 
During the Last One Month 

Number of days 

0 

2 

3 

4 

5 + 
Total 

Problems 

Problems faced 

I. Religious Bar 

2. Hated by Peoplc 

3. Risky to move alone 

Number 

1 

3 
5 

7 

8 

12 

36 

TABLE 8.15 
Faced by FWAs in the Field 

4. Bag umbrella to be provided 

5. Non.co-ope.ation of DAIs 

N.B. The Percentages will not add up to 100 because of.multiple responses 
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Percent 

2.8 

8.3 
13.9 

19.4 

22.2 

33.3 

100.0 

Number Percent 

23 6"3.q . 
16 44.4. 

3 8.3 
2 5.6 

4 11.1 



8.23 Attractive Features of WWAo Job 

Lika dais, FWAs were also. asked of any attractive features of their 
job. Around 45 percent mentioned that it Is a -pleasure for them that 
they have an opportunity for caring and nursing the people. Almost an 
equal proportion said that they feel happy after Successfully m3tivating a 
client. Around 21 percent feel that they have an opportunity to get t*o 
know the village people and th.is is a matter of pleasure to them, Since 
the existii.g job can be performed along with their household duties, 8.3 
percent exdressed that Ihis-is an additional advantage for.them, Only about 
6 percent expressed iheir happiness for reason of getting their.sa'lary regularly. 

8.24 FWAs Attitude Towards Job Change, 

That the FWAs, are satisfied with their prescnt.job is ;evident from 
-their attitude, on question of changing their present jGo, if they get a job 
offer with pay. and status equivalent to. that of their present. one. 'Only 
4 (11.1 percent) FWAs reported that they are ready to accept any new offer. 
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CHAPTER IX 

SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

9.1 'Summary 

The purpose of the present study is to measure the impact of FWAsand dais'on visit, knowledge and contraceptive use. According to the studydesign, FWAs were posted in the experimental area E. where dais (notFWAI) were working (dai area) at the time o(baseline survey, and dais wereposted in the experimental area H2 where FWAs (not dais) were working (FWAsarea) at the same time. Unlike the experimental areas, no new posting wasmade iancontrol area C1 (dai area) and C. (FWA area). The information
regarding-the performance of the newly posted FWAs and dais was collected
in.the. follow-up survey six months after they had been posted. 

The newly posted FWAs are found to be more active and prompt, forthey have been able to attain familiarity with the clientele women to a degree(40.4 percent) almost equal to that of the previously posted dais (43.6 percentwho have been in the job for quite a long time. But when the new FWAs havebeen compared with the 'old' it is found that the 'old' FWAs are familiarto 81 percent currently married wemen as against 40.4 percent achievementof the new FWAs. Put against the achievement of the new FWAs (40.4percent), the performance of the new dais is found to be much less (24.5

percent).
 

As for the visits made by the FWAs and the dais, it is found thatthe 'old' FWAs have visited more women (50.7 percent) than the 'old'dais (48.2 percent). A similar pattern emerges when a comparison of the newlyposted FWAs with the newly poste. dais is made . the FWAs paid visits to 
56.0 percent women but the 'dais' only to 39.3 percent.The old' and 'new' FWA made their visits to almost equal porpor­tions of their respective clients (61.9 percent and 58.6 percent repectively)

in a month's time. 
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As regards the type of s-rvices rendered by the FWAs and the dais, 
it has been found that both the groups of workers dwele e jally on the 
importance of having small family, 'though the FWAs are more supportive 
of non-clinical modern methods while the dais are for clinical methods. 

The level of knowledge seem to have incrased in the experimental area 
El after FWAs have been posted. Before FWAs had been posted the percen­
tage of women having knowledge of at least 4. 3, and 6 methods were 28.2 
12.3, and 4.9 respectively. These have increased to 30.1 percent, 16.8 per 
cent, and 9.7 percent respectively over the period of six month. So far as 
!he impact of newly po,'ed dais is concerned, a simihr trend has b:'en noticed. 

The mean number of modern methods known appears to havs. r. 
mained constant over the intervention. period in both E, and C. areas, as 
if, there has been no impact of posting of new FWAs, S.imilar results were 
obtained in the case of the impact of dais. 

A considerable upward shift in contraceptive ever use rate in all the 
study areas has been observed. With the posting of FWAs as input, the use 
rate shot up from 11.6 percent to 20.6 percent. The corresponding change 
in the control areas was from 22.7 to 26.8 percent, Even if we eliminate 
the effect of contamination and confounding observed in the :control area, 
wve find a net positive impict of FWAs of 4.9 percent. 

As far is the impact of dais is concerned, though positive changes 
have occurred in experimental (17.9-25.8 percen'i) and, control (20.6-3,8.1 
percent) areas over time, the net impact due to dais as input turns out 
to be negative (-9.6 percent). 

In parallel to the -trends observed in ever use, a, positive impuet 
of FWAs on current use has been noticed (. -16.2 percent). After taking 
changes in the control area into account, we find that a net positive 
impact has taken place. The net Impact on current use due to dais as 
input has also been noticed, but in the opposite direction. 

Since an exhaustive array of factors for determining the homogeneity 
of the control areas and experimental areas could not be taken into account, 
a part of tht; reason why the dais' impact turned out to be negative, 
perhaps, may be attributed to the factors that remained outside considera­
tion at the time of selecting the areas. 

105 



When asked ..bout their responsibilities, FWAs have attached. relati.vely more importance to family planning activities such es motivating
people for accepting family planning, .distri uting contraceptives than .o 
MCH care, while dais.have. spoken about MCH service more frequently
than motivating people for. contraception or distributing contraceptives..When the dais were asked about the functions of the FWAS, most of thedais reported family planning related activities as their (FWAs) principal

:function, but according to. the FWAs', both family planning activitics, andMCH related activities are more or less equally reported as the functionsof the dais. Given the responsibiiities of FWA and dai, it appears that
the dais' perception about FWAs' function is more accurate than the FV'As' 
perception about the dais functions. 

Religious bar and hatred of local people upon family planning, arereported by FWAs as the major field problems while daisfound withdrawal
of their salary as the top-most problem, followed by ' disliking of familypiannibg by local people'. This point needs special consieration for 
program implementntion. 

For solving the field problems, FWAs strongly advocated edueatingand motivating religious as as dominantwell. other leaders. on family
planning matters. On the other hand, .dais..stressed. much on their inclu­
.sion in the regular pay roll. A large majority of dais indicated that withdrawalof FWAs from the program would seriously affect the program. Also, almost
all FWAs recognised the dire necessity of daisin the program. 

FWAs are, pressumably satisfied with their job in that they' areunwilling: to give up their job for another one of equivalent pay and status.

As regards 
 dais, bacause of poor remunerntion. about bal, of them are
willing to change their present job. It is felt that, as dais have beenworking for about last two decades: in -the program, their experiences andservices, if properly utilized,, would increase the program strength. They
may be activated. by involving them in motivational, follow.up and contrace­
ptive supply sources. This feeling is further strengtnened by the results of arecent study conducted in some rural areas of Bangladesh (N uhury and Islam;
198 5) . ' ... 
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9.2 Recommeodations 

The finding of the study suggest that the FWAs are comparatively better 
workers than the dais, although the services rendered by the latter group have 
also been found to be useful.. In view of this, the following recommendations 
are made: 

1. 	 Along with the services of OWAs ,the services of the dais need be 
*continued, 

2. 	 Service conditions of the dais need be so framed as to make them 
accountable to the admlnistration. Ways and means need be explored 
with a view to providing them with someregular pecuniary benefits. 

3. 	 A glance at the job description of dai reveals that she has no 
defined responsibilities other .than referring clients for sterilization 
and IUD insertion. It isi'therefore, recommended that.the daisbe 
involved in motivational, contraceptive supply, and follow.up services 

4. 	 Efforts need be taken to educate community leaders, especially the 
religious ones, on family planning matters for,facilitating the functions 
of FWAs and dais. The support of upazila officials may be sought 
for obtaining co-operation from local influentinl persons. 

5. 	 Though the FWAs are making more visits to the women than dais 
yet both the groups should make visits more frequently for rendering 
their services to the target group. 
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