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INFTRODUCTION

The last ten years have seen an increasing commitment to Farming
Systems Research (FSR) as a "new” tool cof agricultural research, /71
There have been parallel and simnilar developments in the use of FSR in
Africa, in Central and South America and in South East Agia

Nowhere is this 1ncreasing commitment more ohvious then in the Eastern

and Southern Afvican Reglion where we %uo'h currently work, 'SR as a
tcol N technology cholce and develspment 15 sastitutlionally
established in Zambia (79817), Malawl (198t), and Zimbabwe (1934), and
regjionally deployed teams of farming systems researchers —-- ¢ach team
congisting of a m1x of technical and social scientiusts —- lhave been
structured into the national agricultural research services (NAKS)

B3otswana, Ethiop.a, Kenya, Lesotho, Sudan, Swazilard and Tanzania have

3ignificant FSR oriented programmes »and are «actively debating how
these should be 'ntegrated with technic.l compenent research (TCR)Y and
with the extenrsion services. Beyond this Burundi, Mozambique, Rwarde,
Somalia and Uganda have, or will shortly have, pilcet FSR programmas
focussed or technology choice and development.

Although each of us has had the occasional foray 1nto the FSR scene of
other continents, the basis of the discussion 1n this paper 18 on work
in Africa. The paper 15 dominated by a discussion of i1ssues and
problems «experienced in applying the conceplts and proceduresz of FSR 1n
this African contcxt. Concepts and procedures are treated bhriefly as
a basiy for this discussion.

He use t he remalnder of this 1ntroducticn to nighlight differences
between Australia and Africa :n larm characteristics and farmer/scctor
linkages. Australian farmers are Jdifferent from small Afrizan
farmers. Their commercial orientation 13 & feature of the developed
market structure they operate in., and the high levels of resource
endowment they wenjoy, enhanced by an eflective policy and service
inf'rastructure supportinsg agricalture. Complexity in Australian
farming arises from the sophisticated knowledge and large investments
needed for specialised farm operations. Simall African farmers are
different. They often fice poorly developed markets or market
channelgs, politically 1inspired policy distortions and an indifferent,
oo at the extreme, non-axistent, supvly and service infrastucture

Their vwvery low resource endowments are not readily enhanced frcim tra
fragile and uncertoin infrastructure within which they must cperate.

Tney need to be self sufficient. Complexity 1n African small farming
1s a runction of multiple object)ves. Farmers need to produce a
continuous, reliable and balanced supply of foods, as well as cash for
basic needs and recurreat farm expenditure. These are manifest in
multiple enterprise ffarms where resource allocation exploits
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