
COOPERATIVE AGREEMENT ON HUMAN SETTLEMENTS 

AND NATURAL RESOURCE SYSTEMS ANALYSIS 

BALUCHISTAN, PAKISTAN:  
A SOCIO-ECONOMIC L ITERATURE 

REVIEW AND A N A L Y S I S  

A r e a  D e v e l  o p m e n t  W o r k i n g  P a p e r  



BALUCHISTAN, PAKISTAN: 
A SOCIO- ECONOMIC LITERATURE 

REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 

Area Devel opment Working Paper 

Prepared By 

B r i  an Spooner 

and 

Leah G l  ickman 

C l a r k  U n i v e r s i  t y / I n s  t i  t u t e  f o r  Development Anthropology 
Area Devel opment Cooperative Agreement 

on Regional Devel opmen t and Local Resource Management 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

PART I: REVIEW AND A N A L Y S I S  

PART 11: ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

PART 111: GENERAL B I B L I O G R A P H Y  

PART I V :  T O P I C A L  B I B L I O G R A P H Y  



PART I 

REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 



I n t r o d u c t i o n  

H i s t o r i c a l l y  Bal uch is tan  has been a  border  area between the  c i v i l  i zat ions  

o f  the I r a n i a n  Plateau o f  Southwest Asia and the  Indus P la ins  o f  South Asi.a. 

For t he  B r i t i s h  i n  I n d i a  i t  formed a  p a r t  o f  t h e i r  northwest f r o n t i e r .  

The i r  concern about t h a t  f r o n t i e r  l e d  them t o  develop the  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  have 

generated the  present  geographical and po l  i t i c a l  i d e n t i  t y  o f  t he  Pak is tan i  

Province o f  Ba luch is tan .  A f t e r  a  number o f  miss ions o f  an in fo rmal  o r  c o v e r t  

na ture  (see f o r  example Po t t i nge r  1816; Masson 1842; H a j i  Abdul Nabi 1841 ), 

they began t o  i n te rvene  d i r e c t l y  i n  i t s  p o l i t i c a l  a f f a i r s  i n  1839. They 

f i n a l  1  y  incorpora ted  the  greater  p a r t  o f  i t i n t o  the  Empi r e  i n 1854 and 

negot ia ted  t h e i r  border  through i t  w i t h  I r a n  and Afghanistan i n  t he  1870s. 

The zone along the  border  w i t h  Afghanistan was administered d i r e c t l y  and 

known as B r i t i s h  Baluchis tan,  w h i l e  the i n t e r i o r  o f  the  t e r r i t o r y ,  t he  States 

o f  Kalat ,  Kharan and Las Bela, were adminis tered according t o  t h e  p o l i c y  

o f  " i n d i r e c t  ru le , "  under which e x i s t i n g  l o c a l  r u l e r s ,  o r  ( i f  s u i t a b l e  ones 

were n o t  ava i  1  a b l e )  l o c a l  pos i t i ons ,  were conf irmed and made respons ib le  

t o  the Government. Th is  pol  i cy ,  w h i l e  i t  served the major B r i t i s h  purpose 

o f  imposing an unaccustomed degree o f  s t a b i l  i t y  i n  the  area a t  minimal expense, 

had the disadvantage t h a t  i t  maintained i n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n  r u l e r s  who might  

otherwise i n  the  normal course o f  events have been deservedly displaced, 

and so h indered t h e  na tu ra l  processes o f  p o l i t i c a l  and soc ia l  evo lu t i on .  

By any standards o f  comparison--economic, techno log ica l ,  po l  i t i c a l  -- 
Baluchis tan i s  a  backward underdeveloped area. Before the  B r i t i s h  pe r iod  

the  vague c u l t u r a l  and 1  i n g u i s t i c  i d e n t i t y  o f  the  var ious  Bal uch t r i b e s  

had been galvanized by the p o l i t i c a l  achievements o f  Nas i r  Khan o f  Kalat,  



who i n  t he  mid -e igh teen th  century ,  beg inn ing  as a  vassal  of t h e  Afghan power 

i n  Qandahar, e s t a b l i s h e d  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime a  c e n t r a l i z e d  Baluch p o l i t y ,  

ex tend ing  over  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t he  area i n  which Baluch c o n s t i t u t e  the  

m a j o r i t y  o f  the  popu la t ion- -wh ich  f o r  a  b r i e f  p e r i o d  i nc l uded  p a r t s  o f  what 

i s  now I r a n i a n  t e r r i t o r y .  These events  a re  r e f e r r e d  t o  i n  more d e t a i l  i n  

s e c t i o n  two. The name Baluch appears t o  have been b rought  i n t o  t h e  area 

b y  m ig ran t s  f rom t h e  west  d u r i n g  t h e  medieval  ~ e r i o d ,  b u t  t h e  popu la t i on  

as a  whole d e r i v e s  f rom a  number of d i f f e r e n t  o r i g i n s  and seve ra l  components 

o f  i t  a r e  o b v i o u s l y  o f  pre-Baluch and non-Baluch o r i g i n .  Based m a i n l y  on 

t h e i r  understanding o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  pa t t e rn ,  between 1854 and 

1947 t h e  B r i t i s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  es tab l  i shed i n t e r n a l  d i v i s i o n s  and bureau- 

c r a t i c  procedures t h a t  s t i l l  form the  b a s i s  o f  r eg iona l  government. From 

t h e  p o i n t  of v iew of 1  anguage and genera l  c u l  t u r a l  p a t t e r n s  excep t  re1  i g i o n  

( t h e  Bal uch, 1  i ke t h e  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  Pak i s tan i s ,  a re  Sunni-Hanafi-Musl ims, 

whereas t h e  e s t a b l i s h e d  r e l i g i o n  o f  I r a n  i s  Shi ' a  Is lam),  t h e  Baluch a r e  

c l o s e r  t o  I r a n  than  t o  t h e  o t h e r  p rov inces  o f  Pak is tan.  B a l u c h i s t a n  had 

been p a r t  o f  t h e  Achaemenian empire ( 7 t h  - 4 t h  c e n t u r i e s  B.C. ) and a1 though 

i t  had been e f f e c t i v e l y  autonomous s i nce  then, I r a n  had always cons idered 

i t  t o  be I r a n i a n  t e r r i t o r y .  I n  t he  1840s Mohammad Shah Q a j a r  a t tempted 

t o  consol i d a t e  I r a n i a n  power i n  t h e  a rea  b u t  h i s  e f f o r t s  were o f  1  i t t l e  

consequence beyond what i s  now the I r a n i a n  border,  and t h a t  bo rde r  was f i n a l l y  

e s t a b l i s h e d  by  agreement between I r a n  and t h e  B r i t i s h  i n  1871, s i n c e  which 

t ime t h e  Bal uch have been unequ i voca l l y  d i v i d e d  among I r an ,  Afghani  s tan  

and ( t h e  m a j o r i t y )  what i s  now Pak is tan  and have made no s i g n i f i c a n t  e f f o r t s  

t o  be u n i t e d  e i t h e r  w i t h i n  one o f  these c o u n t r i e s  o r  as an independent  u n i t .  



With the  c r e a t i o n  o f  Pakis tan i n  1947, Ba luch is tan  became f o r  t he  f i r s t  

t ime prov ince  o f  a  n a t i o n  s t a t e .  But  a l though i t  was f i n a l l y  i n t e g r a t e d  

p o l i t i c a l l y  i n t o  Pakis tan i n  1955 i t  has never managed t o  r e a l  i z e  t h a t  poten- 

t i a l  and p l  ay an economic and c u l  t u r a l  r o l e  i n  t he  1  i f e  o f  Pakis tan comparable 

t o  the  o the r  provinces--Punjab, Sind and the  North West F r o n t i e r  Prov ince.  

From t h e  p o i n t  o f  view o f  t h e  development p lanner  Baluchis tan,  a1 though 

i t  i s  by f a r  t he  l a r g e s t  o f  the f o u r  prov inces o f  Pakis tan (some 44% o f  

t he  t o t a l  t e r r i t o r y ) ,  lags  f a r  behind the  o thers  i n  terms o f  a l l  d e s i r a b l e  

resources--soc ia l  , cu l  t u r a l  and n a t u r a l  : 1  abor, s k i 1  l e d  and unski  1  l e d ;  

app rop r i a te  va lues and incent ives ;  and water,  s o i l ,  vegeta t ion  and m ine ra l s .  

Unl ike,  f o r  example, t he  Punjab, Ba luch i s tan  has so f a r  rece ived almost 

no investment i n  modern a g r i  cu l  t u r a l  o r  i n d u s t r i a l  techno1 ogy. Only r e c e n t l y ,  

w i t h  t h e  changed geo-pol i t i c a l  c ircumstances o f  the 1  a s t  few years, Bal uch i  s tan  

i s  f o r  t he  f i r s t  t ime able t o  make a  conv inc ing  c l a i m  on the  a t t e n t i o n  o f  

t he  c e n t r a l  government and on p o t e n t i a l  donors. I n  responding t o  t h a t  c l  aim, 

i t  i s  necessary l a r g e l y  t o  s t a r t  f rom scra tch .  The purpose o f  t h i s  essay 

i s  t o  rev iew and i n t e r p r e t  the i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i s  a v a i l a b l e  from pub1 i shed  

sources about p resent  cond i t i ons  i n  t h e  Prov ince and t h e i r  r e l e v a n t  h i s t o r i c a l  

background, and p o i n t  o u t  what a d d i t i o n a l  i n fo rma t i on  needs t o  be gathered 

be fore  a  r a t i o n a l  and comprehensive area development p l a n  can be formulated.  

Given t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  marginal i ty o f  Bal uchi  stan, the  abundance o f  i n f o r -  

mat ion t h a t  has accumulated i s  impress ive.  I t  may be broken down i n t o  t he  

f o l l o w i n g  major  types: 



1 . The w r i  t i  ngs o f  Musl i m  h i s  t o r i  ans and t rave l  1 ers before the advent 
o f  the B r i t i s h .  

2 .  The works o f  B r i  t i  sh t rave l  l e r s  and scholars dur ing  the  B r i t i s h  
period. 

3. O f f i c i a l  pub1 i c a t i o n s  o f  the B r i t i s h  Government i n  Ind ia .  

4. O f f i c i a l  pub1 i ca t ions  o f  the Government o f  Pakistan. 

5. Academic works by Pakistani  scholars.  

6 .  Academic works by Western scholars s ince 1946. 

7. Reports generated by USAID, UNDP, and World Bank and o the r  p ro jec ts  
over the  l a s t  35 years. 

O f  these, the second and t h i r d  categor ies,  taken as a whole, a re  by f a r  

the  most voluminous, d e t a i l e d  and va luab le  f o r  the present purpose. The 

f i r s t  category i s  meagre and bears l i t t l e  relevance t o  the  present  purpose. 

The f o u r t h  and f i f t h  c o n t a i n  a few impor tant  i tems. The s i x t h  i s  sparse 

and uneven. The l a s t  was 1 arge ly  unava i lab le  a t  the  t ime o f  w r i t i n g  and 

w i l l  be d e a l t  w i t h  i n  Report No. 2 o f  the  Pre-PID phase o f  the  proposed 

Baluchistan p r o j e c t .  The t o t a l  corpus i s  considerable, b u t  there  are con- 

spicuous gaps. From the  p o i n t  o f  view o f  development, i t  f a l l s  i n t o  the  

f o l  lowing major ca tegor ies  : 

1. General 

2. Geology and Geography (Natura l  Resources) 

3. H is tory  and General Cut lure 

4. Production Techniques 

5. Indust ry  and Investment 

6. Health and Education 

7. Marketing and Economics 



The b i b l i o g r a p h y  t h a t  accompanies t h i s  essay i s  c l a s s i f i e d  accord ing  t o  

these ca tego r i es .  The most abundant i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  i n  2 and 3  w i t h  4 a  

c l o s e  t h i r d  b u t  t he  remainder l a g g i n g  way behind.  Much o f  t he  m a t e r i a l  

i s ,  o f  course, somewhat da ted  o r  o the rw i se  inadequate f o r  use i n  development 

p l  anning. Most o f  i t  a1 so r e q u i r e s  a  g r e a t e r  " e t h n o s c i e n t i f i c "  emphasis 

i n  the  fo rm o f  a n a l y s i s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e s  and pe rcep t i ons  and, espe- 

c i a l l y ,  more i n f o r m a t i o n  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between t h e  p o t e n t i a l  o f  resources, 

techno1 og ies  and markets on t he  one hand and soc io - cu l  t u r a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  

and i n c e n t i v e s  on t h e  o t h e r .  Category 2 i s  neve r the less  e x c e l l e n t  f o r  c e r t a i n  

p a r t s  o f  t h e  Prov ince.  Apa r t  f rom 2 and 3, t h e  rema in ing  ca tego r i es  a r e  

a t  b e s t  sketchy, though 4 i s  much b e t t e r  than would no rma l l y  be expected 

f o r  such an area. 

I n  ca tego ry  3  two s e t s  o f  works need s p e c i a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n s :  t he  t r a v e l -  

l e r s  and t h e  Gazet teers .  The e x p l o r a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  B r i t i s h  " f r o n t i e r "  produced 

a  body o f  v e r y  va luab le  and readab le  1  i t e r a t u r e .  I n  t h e  e a r l y  per iod ,  up 

t o  t he  1870s e s p e c i a l l y ,  t h e  qua1 i ty  o f  adventure,  obse rva t i on  and w r i t i n g  

compares we1 1  w i t h  t h e  1  i t r e a t u r e  f rom o t h e r  f r o n t i e r s .  Specia l  ment ion  

should be made o f  t h e  e a r l i e s t  B r i t i s h  exp lo re r ,  Capta in  Grant who t r a v e l l e d  

i n  t he  area i n  1809 (Grant  1839),  P o t t i n g e r  who t r a v e l  l e d  i n  d i s g u i s e  a  

y e a r  l a t e r  who pub l i shed  h i s  work i n  1816, and H a j i  Abdul Nabi who was commis- 

s ioned by t he  B r i t i s h  agent i n  Kabul t o  t r a v e l  and ga the r  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  

t h e  area i n  1838-1839 (see Vredenburg 1901 f o r  more d e t a i l s ) .  

A f t e r  t h i s  age o f  e x p l o r a t i o n  came t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  knowledge o f  

t he  area f o r  t h e  purposes o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  The concept  o f  t he  d i s t r i c t  

gaze t t ee r  had i t s  o r i g i n  i n  t h e  d e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  East  I n d i a  Company t o  compi le  



a h i s t o r y  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d i a .  Ba luch i s tan  had o n l y  one d i s t r i c t  gaze t t ee r  

s e r i e s .  I t  was pub1 i shed  as a  government document i n  Ajmer, Allahabad, Bombay 

and Karachi  i n  1907. There a r e  e i g h t  volumes, p l u s  s i x  unnumbered volumes 

o f  s t a t i s t i c a l  t a b l e s  and an index volume. Each volume has pocke t  maps 

which w i t h  one excep t i on  a r e  on a  s c a l e  o f  1  " = 8 m i l e s .  A1 1  t h e  t e x t  volumes 

excep t  t h e  f i r s t  t h r e e  have one o r  more photographic  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  More 

impor tan t ,  a l l  c o n t a i n  m i n i a t u r e  gaze t t ee rs  which focus on a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  

subd i v i s i ons ;  appendices g i v i n g  p r a c t i c a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  such as rou tes ,  l o c a t i o n  

o f  r e s t  houses, t r e a t i e s ,  g l o s s a r i e s  and b i b l i o g r a p h i e s .  Each gaze t t ee r  

i s  o rgan ized  i n t o  f o u r  chap te rs :  (1  ) d e s c r i p t i v e  (phys ica l ,  c l  i m a t i c ,  h i s -  

t o r i c a l  ); ( 2 )  economic ( a g r i c u l  tu re ,  r e n t s ,  wages and p r i ces ,  we igh ts  and 

measures, fo res ts ,  n a t u r a l  resources, commerce, communication; ( 3 )  admi n i  s- 

t r a t i v e  ( s t a f f ,  j u d i c i a l ,  f inance,  revenue, p u b l i c  works, p o l i c e ,  j a i l s  

and medica l  ); and ( 4 )  m i n i a t u r e  gaze t teers .  Sec t ion  headings i n c l  ude such 

t o p i c s  as botany, fauna, s o i l s ,  fo res ts ,  m a t e r i a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  people, 

t r ade  s t a t i s t i c s ,  and excursues a re  g i v e n  on p e c u l i a r i t i e s  o f  each d i s t r i c t .  

For  example, t h e  s e c t i o n  on t r a d i t i o n a l  da te  palm c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  t h e  Makran 

Gazet teer  i s  p robab ly  s t i l l  t h e  b e s t  p u b l i c a t i o n  on t h e  sub jec t ;  t h e r e  a r e  

a1 so excel  1  e n t  s e c t i o n s  &n i r r i g a t i o n  techno1 og ies  (espec ia l  l y  by karez) ,  

animal diseases, e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  m ine ra l s  and w i l d  p lan ts ,  and on f i s h e r i e s .  

A d e t a i l e d  account o f  t h e  h i s t o r y  as w e l l  as t h e  b i b l i o g r a p h y  o f  t h e  whole 

gaze t t ee r  p r o j e c t  i s  g i v e n  by Scholberg (1970), who a l s o  l i s t s  t h e  1  i b r a r i e s  

i n  which they may be consul  ted .  

The f o l l o w i n g  rev iew  covers each o f  t h e  ca tego r i es  o f  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  

1  i s t e d  above. Bu t  i s  o rgan ized  somewhat d i f f e r e n t l y  i n  o rde r  t o  serve  t h e  



purpose o f  t h i s  essay, wh ich  i s  c r i t i c a l  and i n t e r p r e t a t i v e  r a t h e r  than  

s imp ly  d e s c r i p t i v e ,  and focuses on s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  re1 a t i o n  t o  problems 

t h a t  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  c o n f r o n t  t h e  development e n t e r p r i s e .  The f i r s t  p a r t  

deals  w i  t h  resources i n  genera l  - - soc i  a1 , c u l  t u r a l  and n a t u r a l  ; t h e  second 

p a r t  w i t h  t h e  c o n d i t i o n i n g  e f f e c t s  o f  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic con tex t .  

The conc lus ion  suggests t he  problems and prospects .  

I. RESOURCES : Soci a1 , Cul t u r a l  and Natura l  

Ba luch i s tan  s t r a d d l e s  t h e  edge o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  Plateau. The t e r r i t o r y  

f a l l s  away from the  h i g h  a r i d  steppe i n  t h e  nor th ,  through ma in l y  broken 

coun t r y  ( b u t  w i t h  some broad expanses o f  f l a t  f e a t u r e l e s s  dese r t ) ,  t o  sub- 

t r o p i c a l  coas ta l  p l a i n s  i n  t h e  sou th  wh ich  en joy  t he  sumner humidi  t y - - b u t  

o n l y  r a r e l y  the  r a i n f a l l - - o f  t h e  monsoon. The popu la t i on  was recorded  as 

2,405,154 i n  the  1972 census, and r e c e n t  immig ra t i on  f rom Afghan is tan  and 

10 years  o f  n a t u r a l  growth i n  1981 recorded  j u s t  over  4  m i l l i o n .  I t  i s  

2  d i s t r i b u t e d  over  an area o f  348,000 km , g i v i n g  an average d e n s i t y  o f  1  ess 

2  than 9  pe r  km . Actua l  d e n s i t y  i s  h i g h e r  i n  t h e  nor theast ,  which i n c l u d e s  

t he  l a r g e s t  town, Quet ta ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  o f  t h e  Province. I n  t h e  c e n t r a l ,  

southern and western areas t h e  d e n s i t y  i s  much lower  and t he  p o p u l a t i o n  

i s  m o s t l y  c l us te red  on i s o l a t e d  pockets  o f  good s o i l  a long 1  i n e s  o f  dra inage.  

A l though t h e  Pak is tan i  p r o v i n c e  o f  Ba luch i s tan  i nc l udes  the  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  

o f  Bal uch (perhaps 2.5 o u t  o f  4  m i l  1  i o n )  and most o f  the  t e r r i t o r y  on wh ich  

Baluch fo rm the  g r e a t  m a j o r i t y  o f  the  popu la t i on ,  Baluch a1 so c o n s t i t u t e  

t he  m a j o r i t y  i n  s i zeab le  areas across t h e  borders  i n  I r a n  and A fghan is tan .  

I t  i s  a1 so impor tan t  t o  no te  t h a t  t h e  somewhat more densely popul a ted  areas 



i n  t h e  no r theas te rn  d i s t r i c t s  o f  Pak i s tan i  Bal u c h i s t a n  a re  i n h a b i t e d  by 

Pushtuns and c o n t a i n  o n l y  v e r y  few Baluch. Fu r the r ,  a l though u n i f o r m l y  

a r i d  and shar i f l g  s i g n i f i c a n t  c u l t u r a l  and 1 i n g u i s t i c  fea tu res ,  n e i t h e r  the  

t e r r i t o r y  no r  t h e  s o c i e t y  even o f  t h e  Baluch p a r t  o f  t h e  Prov ince  i s  un i fo rm.  

Bal uch i  s t an  i s  a  r ecogn i zab le  c u l  t u r a l  and geographica l  un i  t b u t  d i  sp l  ays 

s i g n i f i c a n t  v a r i a t i o n  i n  a  number o f  f e a t u r e s  t h a t  a re  r e l e v a n t  t o  develop- 

ment p lanning,  some o f  which have been exaggerated by r e c e n t  d i f f e r e n t i a l  

r a t e s  o f  exogenous s o c i a l  change. 

The Prov ince i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  4 d i v i s i o n s  and 15 a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d i s t r i c t s  

o r  po l  i t i c a l  agencies.  (A po l  i t i c a l  agency i s  a  d i s t r i c t  i n  wh ich  t r i b a l  

law i s  a l lowed t o  take  precedence over  c i v i l  l a w . )  Each d i s t r i c t  has a 

d i s t i n c t  h i s t o r y  as a consequence o f  a  combina t ion  o f  f a c t o r s  o f  t r i b a l  

i d e n t i t y  and topography and c l u s t e r i n g  o f  resources.  The f o l l  owing 1 i s t  

g i ves  t h e  c u r r e n t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  names o f  t h e  d i s t r i c t s  f o l  lowed i n  some 

cases by o t h e r  names t hey  have been known by  t r a d i t i o n a l l y .  

DIVISION DISTRICT o r  AGENCY CENTER 

Que t ta  

Kal a t  

Q u e t t a  Q u e t t a  
P i s h i n  P i s h i n  
Lo ra l  a i  L o r a l  a i  
Zhob (Pol  i ti c a l  agency) Zhob 
Chagai (Pol  i ti c a l  agency) Nushki 

S i  b i  
Kacchi 
Nasi rabad 
Kohl u, Ma r r i -Bug t i  

(Pol  i t i c a l  Agency) 

Khuzdar, Jhal  awan 
Kal a t ,  Sarawan 
Kharan 
Las Bela 

S i  b i  
Dhadar 
Nasi rabad 

Kohl u  

Khuzdar 
Kal a t  
Kharan 
Be1 a 

Makran Turbat ,  Kech 
Pan j g u r  
Gwadar 

T u r b a t  
Pan j g u r  
Gwadar 



(Makran became a  d i v i s i o n  cor r~pr is ing  t h r e e  d i s t r i c t s  i n  1977, b e f o r e  which 

i t  had been a  d i s t r i c t  o f  K a l a t  D i v i s i o n . )  

These d i s t r i c t s  group d i f f e r e n t l y  accord ing  t o  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t r i b a l  

and economic c r i t e r i a .  Before Independence most o f  what i s  now the  Q u e t t a  

d i v i s i o n  was B r i t i s h  Ba luch i s tan  and admin is te red  d i r e c t l y ,  w h i l e  K a l a t  

and Makran ( i n c o r p o r a t i n g  t h e  s t a t e s  o f  Kal a t ,  Kharan and Las Be1 a )  were 

t r e a t e d  as independent s t a t e s  under t h e i r  own leaders ,  among whom the  Khan 

( r u l e r )  o f  K a l a t  was accorded precedence. Th i s  s i t u a t i o n  was con t i nued  

under t he  Government o f  Pak is tan  up t o  1955, when bo th  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Prov ince 

were i nc ropo ra ted  i n t o  t he  "one u n i t "  o f  West Pak is tan.  Bal u c h i s t a n  r e v e r t e d  

t o  p r o v i n c i a l  s t a t u s  i n  1970 when t he  one u n i t  was disbanded. 

The no r theas t - -Que t t a ,  P i sh in ,  Lora l  a i ,  Zhob--enjoys t he  h i g h e s t  r a i n -  

fa1  1  ( i n  t he  r e g i o n  f o  400 mm) and a long  w i t h  most o f  t h e  o t h e r  n o r t h e r n  

and e a s t e r n  d i s t r i c t s  (especai  1  l y  Chagai , S i b i  , Kal a t ,  Khuzdar, and Kohl u )  

has t r a d i t i o n a l l y  been h e a v i l y  p a s t o r a l .  Pas to ra l i sm has always been impor- 

t a n t  th roughout  t h e  p rov ince  b ~ ~ t  po l  i t i c a l  centers ,  espec ia l  l y  i n  t h e  1  ower 

v a l l e y s  and coas ta l  p l a i n s  o f  t h e  south and southwest have g e n e r a l l y  been 

smal l  i s01  a ted  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  se t t lements .  A g r i c u l  tu re ,  and espec ia l  l y  irri- 

gated a g r i c u l t u r e  p rov ides  g r e a t e r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  economic d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  

than does pas to ra l i sm,  and Baluch soc ie t y ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  d i s t r i c t s  where 

a g r i  cu l  t u r e  i s  r e1  a t i v e l y  more i m p o r t a n t  (an area 1  a r g e l y  coterminous w i t h  

Makran, S i b i  and Las Be la )  i s  consp icuous ly  h i e r a r c h i c a l .  

The popu la t i on  i s  d i v i d e d  l o c a l l y  by l i n g u i s t i c  as w e l l  as t r i b a l  a f f i -  

1  i a t i o n .  One i m p o r t a n t  group o f  t r i b e s  i n  Sarawan and Jhalawan speaks Brahui,  



a Drav id ian  language which appears t o  have surv ived  from before  t h e  t ime 

when t h e  Baluch o r  o t h e r  I ndo - I ran ian  1 anguage speakers a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  area 

(Ba luch i  i s  an I r a n i a n  and a l l  the o t h e r  1  anguages i n  the  area are e i t h e r  

I r a n i a n  o r  I ndo - I ran ian ) .  There a re  a l s o  smal l  groups o f  Kurds (Kurd ish  

i s  a l s o  an I r a n i a n  language, b u t  the  Kurds i n  Baluchistan now speak Ba luch i )  

which probab ly  date from t h e  17 th  century,  and some pockets o f  S indhi  speakers 

from the  neighbour ing prov ince  t o  t h e  south  e a s t  which a lso  conta ins  a  con- 

s i de rab l  e  popu la t i on  of S indhi -speaking Bal uch. Persian was spoken by the 

peasants i n  the env i rons  o f  Kal a t .  

Before t h e  growth o f  t h e  B r i t i s h  c i t y  o f  Quetta, the major se t t lement  

i~ the p a r t  o f  Ba luch is tan  now conta ined w i t h i n  Pakistan was Kalat ,  f rom 

which a  f a m i l y  o f  khans ( c h i e f s )  extended t h e i r  a u t h o r i t y  i n  t h e  17 th  century .  

The Khans were Brahui . (There i s  a1 so a  t r a d i t i o n  t h a t  they were o r i g i n a l l y  

Pushtun. ) During t h i s  p e r i o d  Brahui was t h e  f i r s t  language i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t  

around Ka la t .  Baluchi  w i t h  cons iderab le  v a r i a t i o n  i n  d i a l e c t  (see E l fenbe in  

1966 and the  b ib1  iography i n  Spooner 1967) was the  1  ingua f ranca  o f  g rea te r  

Ba luch is tan  and Pers ian was the  d i p l o m a t i c  language o f  the cou r t .  La ter  

the  p lace  of Pers ian was taken by Engl ish,  which i s  now g i v i n g  way t o  Urdu. 

There has been some at tempt  t o  s tandard ize Baluchi  (based on the  Makrani 

d i a l e c t  which i s  spoken on bo th  s ides o f  t h e  border  w i t h  I r a n )  and Brahui 

and t u r n  them i n t o  w r i t t e n  and 1  i t e r a r y  1  anguages, as i s  a l so  the  case w i t h  

Pushtu i n  NWFP. But  w h i l e  t he re  has been some progress, and a  f a i r  amount 

o f  poe t r y  has been p r i n t e d  i n  Baluchi,  a  r e l a t i v e l y  small percentage of 

Baluch a re  invo lved .  Urdu and Eng l ish  a re  t h e  impor tan t  w r i t t e n  languages. 



The he te rogene i t y  o f  1  anguage and t r i b a l  a f f i l  i a t i o n  i s  c r o s s - c u t  by 

a common consciousness o f  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  s t a t u s  and o f  a  system o f  p o l i t i c a l  

a1 leg iances  t h a t  t oge the r  w i t h  t h e  condi  t i o n s  o f  p roduc t i on  and 1 i f e  genera l  l y  

t h a t  a re  generated by t he  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  a r i d i t y  and topography g i v e  Baluch 

1 i f e  a  re1  a t i v e l y  homogeneous c u l t u r a l  f l a v o r ,  d e s p i t e  cons ide rab le  1 oca l  

v a r i a t i o n  i n  d e t a i l .  I n  t he  wes te rn  p a r t  o f  Baluchis tan,  and e s p e c i a l l y  

across t he  border  i n  I r an ,  t h i s  consciousness i s  inc reased  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

under t he  Q a j a r  regime (1 796-1 924) t h e  more power fu l  c h i e f s  usurped t h e  

t i t l e  o f  governor  (hakemlhakom). I n  areas under B r i t i s h  c o n t r o l  such l e a d e r s  

were o f  t en  g i ven  B r i t i s h  ti tl es (which were t rans1  a ted  i n t o  t h e  more accus- 

tomed t i t l e s  o f  t h e  fo rmer  Mogul Empire) .  A t  t he  o t h e r  end o f  t h e  s c a l e  

were t h e  s laves  (gholam) t h a t  had been b rought  i n t o  t he  Prov ince f rom t h e  

nor th ,  captured i n  r a i d s ,  o r  th rough  t h e  Muscadine s l a v e  t rade.  Those f r om 

the  no r th ,  who were whi te, 1  e f t  when s l  avery  was abol ished. Those f rom 

the  south, who were b lack,  had l e s s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e i r  p l aces  

o f  o r i g i n ,  and though t e c h n i c a l l y  f r e e d  were unable t o  improve t h e i r  s t a t u s .  

Between t h e  f a m i l i e s  o f  hakoms a t  t h e  t o p  o f  t he  s o c i a l  system and t h e  gholams 

a t  t he  bottom two o t h e r  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  people accounted f o r  t he  rna jo r i  ty 

o f  t he  popu la t i on .  They were i d e n t i f i e d  by p r imary  occupat ion  and by  t r i b e .  

The p a s t o r a l  i s t s  were c a l l e d  b a l  uch, w i t h  t he  imp1 i c a t i o n  t h a t  t hey  were 

t he  r e a l  Baluch, who c a r r i e d  t h e  o l d  va lues  o f  prowess, h o s p i t a l i t y  and 

s t o i c  contentment w i  t h  t h e  harsh  n a t u r a l  cond i t i ons .  The cu l  t i v a t o r s  were 

c a l l e d  shahr i ,  f rom t h e  Ba luch i  word f o r  c u l t i v a t e d  f i e l d .  Baluch and shah r i  

were f u r t h e r  d i s t i n g u i s h e d  by  z a t  ( a  word t h a t  i s  used i n  a  number o f  Indo-  

I r a n i a n  1 anguages t o  mean " t r i b e " ,  o r  "caste"  accord ing t o  s o c i a l  c o n t e x t ) ,  



and between these two i t  was z a t  t h a t  determined r e l a t i v e  s t a t u s .  Some 

p a r t s  of  Baluchis tan,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  n o r t h  on t he  Plateau, were a lmost  

e n t i r e l y  pas to ra l  and nomadic and con ta ined  o n l y  baluch. Others, perhaps 

most o f  t he  southern h a l f  o f  t h e  area and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  the  1 a rge r  se t t l emen ts  

dominated by f o r t s ,  con ta ined  members o f  a l l  f o u r  c lasses (see Spooner 1969). 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  these c lasses  i s  i n t i m a t e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  

o f  resources and t h e  r e p e r t o i r e  o f  a v a i l a b l e  p roduc t ion  techno log ies .  The 

h i g h  s t a t u s  1 eaders and t h e i r  k i n  1 i v e d  i n  a g r i c u l  t u r a l  se t t lements .  A1 though 

t h e r e  has always been some r a i n f e d  f a rm ing  i n  Ba luch is tan  even i n  some o f  

t h e  d r i e s t d i s t r i c t s ,  i t  i s  o f  course u n r e l i a b l e  and such se t t l emen ts  depended 

on a r e l i a b l e  supply  o f  wa te r  f o r  i r r i g a t i o n .  The technolog ies o f  i r r i g a t i o n  

may be cha rac te r i zed  as f o l l o w s .  I n  rough o r d e r  o f  r e l i a b i l i t y ,  they  were 

based on t h e  use o f :  

1. Run o f f  and f l o o d  wa te r  f rom seasonal dra inage by means o f  check- 

dams (bund).  Th is  technology i s  p robab ly  t he  o l d e s t  form o f  s u r f a c e  wate r  

management and c o n t r o l  ( c f .  Rai  kes 1965), and w i t h  modern c o n s t r u c t i o n  may 

con t i nue  t o  be the most f e a s i b l e  form f o r  many areas. 

2.  Larger r i v e r s  by means o f  d i v e r s i o n  dams (which g e n e r a l l y  had t o  

be r e b u i l  t each year  (espec i  a1 l y  t he  Kech and Rakhshan r i v e r s ) .  

3. Springs. 

4. Subsurface wa te r  by means o f  ka rez .  Karez ( a l s o  known as qanat  

i n  I r a n  and kahn i n  Ba luch i )  subter ranean channels dug t o  connect  a source 

o f  groundwater which may be anywhere f r om 10 t o  several  hundred f e e t  below 

the  sur face  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  a t  a l owe r  a1 t i t u d e  (sometimes w i t h i n  a 

m i l e  b u t  i n  some cases as much as twenty  m i l e s  o r  more) by g r a v i t y  f l o w  

( f o r  d e t a i l s  o f  t h i s  technology see t h e  Sarawan Gazetteer pp. 111-115). 



The farmers i n  these se t t l emen ts  v a r y  i n  s t a t u s  f r om s e r f s  (gholams) t o  

h i g h  s t a t u s  s h a h r i .  (The Pers ian-speaking farmers who work t he  l a n d  o f  

t he  Khan o f  K a l a t  and o t h e r  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h  a1 t i t u d e  l a n d  a re  c a l l e d  Dehwar.) 

The most i m p o r t a n t  crops a r e  g r a i n s  ( e s p e c i a l l y  wheat, b a r l e y  and sorghum) 

and dates.  The a g r i c u l t u r a l  c y c l e  i s  descr ibed  i n  d e t a i l  f o r  each d i s t r i c t  

i n  t he  Gazet teers ,  and t h e  account o f  d a t e . c u l t i v a t i o n  i n  t he  Makran Gazet teer  

i s  e s p e c i a l l y  notewor thy.  A l l  n o n - a g r i c u l t u r a l  l a n d  i s  t he  domain o f  t he  

ba l  uch--nomadi c  p a s t o r a l  i s ts - -who r e l y  almost e x c l u s i v e l y  on su r f ace  water,  
o f  

o f t e n  i n  t h e  fo rm bonds 1 e f t  ove r  f rom the  1 a s t  r a i n .  These ba l  uch do n o t  

have t h e  h i g h e s t  s t a t u s  i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  b u t  t hey  embody t he  h i ghes t  c u l t u r a l  

va lues and because o f  t h e i r  economic n i che  they  have t r a d i t i o n a l l y  c o n t r o l l e d  

t h e  v a s t  areas between se t t l emen ts  and p rov ided  t h e  medium o f  communication 

between them. A c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  rangeland o f  t h e  Prov ince i s  g i v e n  

i n  Khan 1974. Apar t  f rom t h e  ba l  uch cons iderab le  numbers o f  nomads passed 

through n o r t h e a s t e r n  p a r t  o f  t h e  Prov ince every  yea r  on m i g r a t i o n  f rom Afghanis tan 

m o s t l y  en r o u t e  t o  t h e  Indus p l a i n s  and beyond. They were Pushtun-speaking 

and known as Powindehs, and a r e  descr ibed  i n  G a s t r e l l  1942b. 

A few o t h e r  t r a d i t i o n a l  occupat ions must be mentioned here. F i s h i n g  

has always been t h e  p r ima ry  occupat ion  i n  t he  few (becuase o f  t h e  l a c k  of 

d r i n k i n g  wa te r )  smal l  se t t l emen ts  a long t h e  c o a s t  and i s  c a r r i e d  o u t  by  

people a t  t h e  bot tom o f  t h e  s o c i a l  h i e ra r chy  (see Gazet teer  f o r  Las Be1 a, 

S i d d i q i  1958, Pastner  1976a). M in ing  has had 1 i t t l e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  

t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y .  M inera l  depos i t s  a r e  d iscussed i n  each o f  t h e  D i s t r i c t  

Gazet teers  and i n  a  number o f  a r t i c l e s  i n  t he  Memoirs and Records o f  t h e  



Geolog ica l  Survey o f  I n d i a  (see, f o r  example, Vredenburg 1901 ).  'They began 

t o  take  on economic impor tance under t h e  B r i t i s h ,  b u t  most l o c a l  e x p l o i t a t i o n  

has been focused on coa l  and by Pushtun l eade rs  i n  the  no r theas t .  Under 

t he  heading o f  h a n d i c r a f t s  i t  i s  necessary t o  ment ion t h a t  t h e  ca rpe t s  wh ich  

a r e  known i n  t he  t r ade  as Baluch a r e  t h e  p roduc t  o f  Baluch o u t s i d e  Baluchis tan,  

e s p e c i a l l y  those who s e t t l e d  (p robab ly  i n  t h e  l a s t  cen tu r y )  among Turkmen 

t r i b e s  i n  what a r e  now S o v i e t  Turkmenistan and i n  no r t he rn  Afghanis tan,  

and t o  a  l e s s e r  e x t e n t  n o r t h  o f  Ba luch i s tan  a long  t h e  Irano-Afghan border  

( c f .  Konieczny 1979). The most remarkable h a n d i c r a f t s  f rom Ba luch i s tan  

i t s e l f  i s  the women's embroidery, wh ich  i s  descr ibed  i n  Gluck 1978. F i n a l l y ,  

hun t i ng  and c o l l e c t i n g  deserve a t  l e a s t  pass ing  mention. The fo rmer  (as 

th roughout  southwest As ia )  i s  an e l  i t e  past ime and game do n o t  appear t o  

2 be p l e n t i f u l  , b u t  over  7000 km i n  the  Prov ince have been dec la red  game 

reserves .  Wi ld  vege tab le  c o l  1  e c t i  ng has concentrated t r a d i t i o n a l l y  on 

asa foe t i da  (used as a condiment and as a vegetable i n  I n d i a )  and ephedra 

( f rom wh ich  ephedrine i s  e x t r a c t e d  f o r  t h e  t r ea tmen t  o f  asthma). The j u n i p e r  

and p i s t a c h i o  f o r e s t s  i n  t h e  no r theas t  have a l s o  been impo r tan t  l o c a l l y ,  

and o f  course t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  a l l  forms o f  vege ta t i on  f o r  f u e l  has been 

and con t inues  t o  be i m p o r t a n t  th roughout  t he  Province. 

A1 1 soc ia l  groups i n  Bal uch i  s  t a n  desc r i be  themselves i n  t r i b a l  terms, 

as l i neages  g e n e a l o g i c a l l y  organized w i t h i n  one o f  these f o u r  s o c i a l  s t r a t a .  

Many, though now accepted as Baluch, a r e  o f  known r e c e n t  a l i e n  o r i g i n - -  

p r i m a r i l y  f rom I ran ,  Afghani s tan,  Muscat, o r  Sind. Each i s  ca tego r i zed  

as c h i e f l y  f am i l y ,  nomad, c u l t i v a t o r ,  o r  s lave,  and each i n d i v i d u a l  has 



a p lace  i n  a  cha in  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  o r  l o y a l t y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  which c r o s s - c u t  

t he  c l a s s  ca tego r i es .  Bu t  t h e  t r i b a l  ideology,  which i s  exp l  i c i  t l y  assoc ia ted  

w i t h  t h e  nomadic p a s t o r a l i s t s ,  pervades a l l  communication. I t  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  

e v i d e n t  i n  a  code o f  honor, s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  Pathans and t h e  Bedouin, 

t h e  most s t r i k i n g  f e a t u r e s  of  which safeguard t he  t r a v e l l e r  and t h e  re fugee;  

i n  p re fe rence  f o r  endogamous marr iage, and i n  t h e  appeal t o  a  genea log ica l  

i d i om f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  Th i s  t r i b a l  i d e a l  i s  t he  underp inn ing  

o f  a  c u l  t u r a l  i d i om t h a t  f a c i  1  i t a t e s  movement and communication th roughout  

Ba luch is tan  i n  t h e  manner o f  a  l i n g u a  f ranca .  Ba r th  (1964) had drawn a t t e n -  

t i o n  t o  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  o f  hal--"exchanges o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  g i v e n  i n  a  p e c u l i a r  

i n t o n a t i o n  and s te reo typed  phrases as formal  g ree t i ngs  whenever t r ibesmen 

meetu--which f a c i l i t a t e s  communication between s t rangers .  'This t r i b a l  i deo logy  

extends throughout  t h e  Prov ince  and beyond. It f i l l s  t he  i n t e r s t i c e s  between 

t h e  ma jo r  se t t lements  and p rov ides  t h e  medium f o r  t h e  c u l t u r a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  

o f  Bal uch is tan .  The nomadic p a s t o r a l  i s t s - -  though sparse and few--cons t i  t u t e  

an impo r tan t  resource.  I f  t h e  p rov ince  s u f f e r s  depopul a t i o n  th rough 

a c c e l e r a t i n g  socio-economic change and t h e  a t t r a c t i o n  o f  urban economies, 

t he  p a s t o r a l  i s t s  w i l l  be t h e  f i r s t  t o  d isappear .  The l o s s  o f  t he  p a s t o r a l i s t s  

e n t a i l s  two s i g n i f i c a n t  disadvantages : 

1. Loss o f  use o f  resources- -on ly  t h e  p a s t o r a l i s t s  can use t h e  v a s t  

expanses o f  t e r r i  t o r y  between t he  few s c a t t e r e d  s e t t l  ements. 

2. Loss o f  medium o f  c u l  t u r a l  i d e n t i  t y - - t he  p a s t o r a l  i s t s  embody t he  

Bal uch i d e n t i t y  : w i t h o u t  them anomie and s o c i a l  and c u l  t u r a l  d i s i n t e g r a t i o n  

i s  l i k e l y  t o  acce le ra te .  



Desp i te  r e1  a t i v e  c u l t u r a l  u n i f o r m i t y ,  i n d i v i d u a l  po l  i t i c a l  u n i t s  a re  

e x c l u s i v e  and compe t i t i ve .  Each f a m i l y  belongs t o  a  p r imary  s o c i a l  grouping 

wh ich  i s  t o  a  l a r g e  e x t e n t  a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e  l o c a l  cond i t i ons  o f  pas to ra l i sm  

o r  a g r i c u l  t u re .  These p r ima ry  groupings a re  s t r u n g  toge ther  i n  h i e r a r c h i c a l  

cha ins  o f  p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n s .  One o f  t h e  more common words i n  Baluchi  

usage i s  kamash which denotes " sen io r " .  I n  any s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  someone 

i s  kamash, and t h e r e  i s  never  any doubt  about who i t  i s  (except  i n  open 

c o n f l  i c t ) .  The h i e r a r c h i c a l  cha ins  o f  r e1  a t i o n s  i n t e g r a t e  t h e  va r i ous  types 

o f  grouping.  Each i s  encapsulated i n  an asymmetrical model. W i th i n  t h e  

groups t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  o r  no emphasis on p a t r i l i n e a l  descent o r  ex tens ion  

o f  t he  genealogy t o  p r o v i d e  a  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  s o c i a l  r e l a t i o n s .  No termino-  

l o g i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  made between m a t r i l a t e r a l  and p a t r i l a t e r a l  k i n .  

As i n  Eng l i sh  ( b u t  u n l i k e  a lmos t  every  o t h e r  comparable t r i b a l  p o p u l a t i o n )  

t h e  Baluch have a  word f o r  a u n t  and a  word f o r  u n c l e  and do n o t  d i s t i n g u i s h  

between t h e  mother 's  b r o t h e r  and t h e  f a t h e r ' s  b r o t h e r .  Throughout much 

o f  t he  area, e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  upper l e v e l s  o f  t he  s o c i a l  h ie ra rchy ,  men 

and women ' i n h e r i t  1  and e q u a l l y .  (Whi le  i n  normal everyday 1  i f e  women's 

freedom o f  a c t i o n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  s t r i c t l y  c i rcumscr ibed  as i t  i s  i n  most Musl im 

s o c i e t i e s ,  never the less  t h e r e  have been cases where women have achieved 

s i g n i f i c a n t  po l  i t i c a l  a u t h o r i t y  among t h e  Bal uch and g e n e r a l l y  re1  a t i o n s h i p s  

through women, m a t r i l a t e r a l  and a f f i n a l ,  a re  p a r t i c u l a r l y  warm and c l o s e . )  

Geneal og ies  a re  used t o  demonstrate 1  i n k s  between groups and po l  i t i c a l  a f f  i - 
l i a t i o n  and l e g i t i m a c y  and t o  r e l a t e  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  events i n  t h e  ne ighbor ing  

c i v i l  i z a t i o n s .  



The f i r s t  an th ropo log i s t s  t o  work i n  Ba luch is tan  were the  Pehrsons 

i n  1955 who l i v e d  among the  Mar r i ,  the  l a r g e s t  t r i b e  (whose mountains and 

i naccess ib le  t e r r i t o r y  l i e s  i n  the e a s t  o f  the  Province, now Kohlu d i s t r i c t ) .  

Robert  Pehrson d ied  i n  the  f i e l d .  I n  1960 F r e d r i k  Barth, w e l l  known f o r  

h i s  work among Pushtuns i n  Swat and among o t h e r  nomads i n  southern I ran,  

spent a  s h o r t  t ime i n  the  same area i n  o r d e r  t o  prepare h imse l f  t o  e d i t  

Pehrson's notes f o r  p u b l i c a t i o n .  From 1963-1965 Warren W. and Nina B. 

Swid le r  worked among the  Brahui i n  Kal a t  and Kacchi, and i n  1969 Stephen 

and Carol McC. Pastner spent a  s h o r t  t ime  i n  Panjgur and supplemented t h e i r  

experience w i t h  a  second p r o j e c t  i n  Baluch f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e  on the  Sind coast  

i n  1976. Meanwhile across the border  i n  I r a n  B r i an  Spooner worked i n t e r -  

m i t t e n t l y  between 1962 and 1969, p r i m a r i l y  i n  the  d i s t r i c t  o f  Saravan, and 

P h i l i p  Carl Salzman worked i n  the  Sarhadd d i s t r i c t  i n  1967-1968, 1972-1973, 

and 1976. There i s  no pro fess iona l  ethnography and scarce ly  any o t h e r  type 

o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the Baluch i n  Afghanis tan.  

This  may seem a  l eng thy  l i s t  b u t  t he  pub l i shed m a t e r i a l  i t  has generated 

i s  n o t  comprehensive. Each w r i t e r  was pursu ing  a  l i m i t e d  number o f  quest ions 

o n l y  ( o r  was o therw ise  prevented f rom w r i t i n g )  which i n  most cases were 

n o t  de r i ved  f rom a  study o f  the spec ia l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  the area. I t  does, 

however, i n c l u d e  two i n s i g h t s  which deserve a t t e n t i o n .  One o f  these r e l a t e s  

the fo rma t i on  o f  minimal soc ia l  groupings among nomadic p a s t o r a l i s t s  t o  

s p e c i f i c  d e t a i  1  s  o f  the  technology o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  pas to ra l i sm (Warren W. 

Swid ler  1968, 1972).  The o the r  e x p l a i n s  1  i n g u i s t i c  and c u l  t u r a l  change 

i n  terms o f  s p e c i f i c  p rope r t i es  o f  ne ighbo r ing  soc ia l  s t r u c t u r e s  (Bar th  

1964). Both o f  these i n s i g h t s  are i m p o r t a n t  because they suggest ways i n  

which change may occur i n  Baluch s o c i e t y .  



Taking a  cue from Morgenst ierne (1 932) concerning the  re1 a t i onsh ip  

between 1  i n g u i s t i c  and c u l t u r a l  change i n  the  area, Bar th (1964) adduces 

evidence t h a t  the border  between Baluch and Pathans i n  the  nor theas t  o f  

t he  Province has been moving northward a t  t he  expense o f  the  Pathans, w i t h o u t  

any associated movement o f  popu la t ion .  Groups known t o  have been fo rmer l y  

Pathans and Pushtu-speaking had become Bal uchi-speaking and f u l l y  accepted 

as Baluch. Bar th  argues t h a t  desp i te  several f a c t o r s  t h a t  l ead  one t o  expect 

the border  t o  move i n  the  oppos i te  d i r e c t i o n  ( the  Pushtuns have a  h igher  

popu la t ion  growth ra te ,  a re  more a f f l u e n t ,  and reputa t ion- -on  both  s ides--  

f o r  being more agress ive) ,  t h i s  Baluch a s s i m i l a t i o n  o f  Pathans i s  p r e d i c t a b l e  

on the bas i s  o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  soc ia l  s t ruc tu re .  He suggests t h a t  the h i e r -  

a rch i ca l  soc ia l  and p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  the Baluch i s  b e t t e r  adapted 

f o r  i nco rpo ra t i on  o f  a l i e n s .  

There can be no doubt about the  anarchy t h a t  p reva i l ed  i n  the area, 
which r e s u l t e d  i n  a  complex h i s t o r y  o f  conquest and l o c a l  succession. 
Yet t h i s  very anarchy created the  s i t u a t i o n  where s t r u c t u r a l  fea tures  
o f  the t r i b a l  o rgan iza t i on  o f  the competing peoples become overwhelmingly 
important .  Frequent wars and p lunder ing  fo rays  i n e v i t a b l y  t e a r  numbers 
o f  people loose froin t h e i r  t e r r i t o r i a l  and soc ia l  contexts:  sp l  i n t e r  
groups,f leeing surv ivors ,  and f a m i l i e s  and communities d i ves ted  o f  
t h e i r  proper ty ,  as we1 1  as n u c l e i  o f  predators, are generated. From 
such processes o f  fragmentat ion and m o b i l i t y ,  a  vas t  pool o f  personnel 
resul ts- -persons and groups seeking soc ia l  i d e n t i t y  and membership 
i n  v i a b l e  communities. The growth r a t e s  o f  such communities w i l l  then 
n o t  depend so much on t h e i r  na tu ra l  f e r t i l  i t y  ra tes  as on the capac i t y  
o f  t h e i r  formal o r g a n i z t i o n  t o  ass im i l a te  and organize such p o t e n t i a l  
personnal " (Bar th  1964: 15-16). 

The re1 a t i v e l y  a u t o c r a t i c  Bal uch leader excel s  i n  the  o rgan iza t i on  o f  personnel, 

h i s  tr ibesmen and a l i ens .  The s t r u c t u r a l  d i f f e r e n c e  between Pathan and 

Baluch soc ie t y  t h a t  f a c i l i t a t e s  t h i s  a s s i m i l a t i o n  i s  the d i f f e rence  between 

e g a l i t a r i a n i s m  and h ie rarchy .  I n  both c u l t u r e s  the p r i n c i p l e  o f  p a t r i l i -  



n e a l i t y  determines p o l i t i c a l  r i g h t s  i n  t he  t r i b e  and r i g h t s  o f  access t o  

resource; honor must be de f i ned  m e t i c u l o u s l y  aga ins t  any person w i t h  whom 

one c la ims t o  be equal;  and honor i nvo l ves  o b l i g a t i o n  towards dependents-- 

i n c l u d i n g  c l i e n t s  and guests. However, Pathan i d e n t i t y  depends on membership 

i n  a  counc i l  o f  equal s--"One m igh t  say t h a t  the  model f o r  t he  whole system 

i s  t he  group o f  b ro the rs "  ( I b i d .  :16); whereas "Baluch t r i b a l  o rgan isa t ion ,  

though de r i ved  f rom the  same concepts, i s  n o t  based on the p a r t i c u l a r  mech- 

nism o f  t h e  e g a l i t a r i a n  c o u n c i l .  Though defense o f  honor among equals 

i s  impor tant ,  i t  thus does n o t  become b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  system as 

a  major t a c t i c a l  cons idera t ion .  A model f o r  the  Baluch p o l i t i c a l  system 

i s  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between a  f a t h e r  and h i s  sons" ( I b i d .  : l 7 ) .  

Though perhaps somewhat o v e r s i m p l i f i e d ,  B a r t h ' s  concise comparat ive 

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n  of two ne ighbor ing  s o c i a l  s t ruc tu res  i s  among the  nea tes t  

i n  t he  l i t e r a t u r e .  But  i t  i s  impor tan t  t o  note t h a t  i t  begs an i n t e r e s t i n g  

h i s t o r i c a l  ques t ion :  why i s  t he  p resen t  border  between the  two i d e n t i  t i e s  

where i t  i s ?  Why have the  Baluch n o t  ass im i l a ted  a l l  the  Pathans l ong  ago? 

Presumably t he  answer t o  these ques t ions  migh t  be found i n  t he  h i s t o r y  o f  

t he  area. But  t he re  i s  so f a r  p r a c t i c a l l y  no work on Ba luch is tan  by p ro fes-  

s i ona l  h i s t o r i a n s .  

I n  o rde r  t o  apprec iate t h e  second i n s i g h t  i t  i s  necessary t o  expand 

a  l i t t l e  on the  geography o f  t h e  area. The na tu ra l  cond i t i ons  o f  Ba luch is tan  

make nomadic pas tora l i sm the o n l y  f e a s i b l e  form o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  l and  use 

over  the  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  i t . Here and there, however, especia l  l y  a t  the  

lower a1 ti tudes o f f  the  main p l a t e a u  i n  t he  south, where pockets o f  good 

s o i l  co inc ide  w i t h  access t o  r e l i a b l e  streams o f  ground water, smal l -sca le  



i n tens i ve  i r r i g a t e d  a g r i c u l  t u r e  dominates the 1  and use p a t t e r n  and the soc ia l  

system. Throughout the  Province the  topography i s  most ly  broken and moun- 

tainous, vary ing i n  a1 ti tude from 5000 f t. steppe on the edge o f  the I r a n i a n  

Plateau i n  the n o r t h  w i t h  mountains r i s i n g  t o  10,000 ft. i n  the  nor theast  

and i n  the northwest j u s t  over the border  i n  I r a n  t o  over 13,000 ft. t o  

sea l e v e l  on the c o a s t a l p l a i n  i n  the south. Here and there the land opens 

out  i n t o  vas t  expanses o f  almost fea ture less  desert .  The a g r i c u l t u r a l  s e t t l e -  

ments are located on bends i n  r i v e r  beds i n  the  mountains o r  where the r i v e r s  

issue onto the  desert  p l a i n s .  Surface water i s  nowhere abundant o r  even 

( w i t h  few exceptions) perennia l ,  b u t  i n  the  ~i iountains s o i l  r a t h e r  than water 

i s  the 1  i n i i t i n g  f a c t o r .  On the coastal  p l a i n  the  s o i l  i s  of ten good, b u t  

there i s  no water except from i r r e g u l a r  r a i n  o r  r u n  off. Rain i s  both i r r e -  

gu lar  and unrel  i a b l e  b u t  owing t o  the  over1 apping of the  Mediterranean and 

monsoon regimes i n  most o f  the  province may come a t  any season. Temperatures 

are cont inenta l  i n  the  highlands w i t h  b i t t e r  w in te rs  and extreme d iu rna l  

and seasonal ranges, and t r o p i c a l  on t h e  lowlands. The coasta l  popu la t ion  

has always been o r i e n t e d  towards the sea; f i s h i n g  and t rad ing  from small 

por ts ,  p o l i t i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  b u t  s o c i a l l y  d i s t i n c t  from the r e s t  o f  the Province. 

The nature of the  topography makes communication d i f f i c u l t  and the  

pauci t y  and i r r e g u l a r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of na tu ra l  resources have 1  i m i  ted the  

s i ze  o f  sett lements and made i t  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t r i b a l  leaders t o  b u i l d  up 

la rge  t r i b a l  confederacies. Pastoral ism d i c t a t e s  seasonal movement f o r  

the optimum e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  pastures, and i n  order  t o  avoid extremes o f  

c l imate.  Typical nomadic populat ions o f  t he  Middle East migra te  over vas t  

d i  stances i n  spr ing and autumn i n  order  t o  be able t o  expl o i  t the best  pas- 



t u r e s  a v a i l a b l e  seasonal ly .  I n  most o f  Ba luch i s tan  t he re  i s  no such incen-  

t i v e  t o  make l o n g  mig ra t ions ,  and nomadic t r i b e s  a r e  t y p i c a l l y  smal l ,  espe- 

c i a l  l y  i n  t h e  mountains, r ang ing  f rom severa l  thousand--the M a r r i  ( t h e  1  a r g e s t )  

a r e  es t ima ted  a t  60,000 a1 t oge the r  i n  1960 (Pehrson 1966:2) t o  l e s s  than  

a  hundred, d e f i n e d  apparen t l y  more by topograph ic  l i m i t s  t o  pas tu res  than  

by s o c i a l  o r  po l  i t i c a l  dynamics. The c o n d i t i o n s  o f  nomadic p a s t o r a l  i sm 

make t h e  s o c i a l  aspects o f  l i f e  u n s t a b l e - - i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  t he  same people 

t o  s t a y  t oge the r  and work t oge the r  f o r  l o n g  pe r i ods .  Th is  i n s t a b i l i t y  i s  

compensated f o r  c u l t u r a l l y - - t h e  ideas t h a t  t h e  people l i v e  by, t h e i r  ideology,  

i s  a lmost  agg ress i ve l y  s tab le .  

T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  p a s t o r a l  1  i f e  among t h e  Baluch de r i ves  f rom 

t h e  work of Sw id le r  mentioned above (1  968, 1972). Among Brahui -speaking 

nomads near  K a l a t  i n  t he  c e n t r a l  p a r t  o f  P a k i s t a n i  Ba luch is tan  he found 

t h a t  t he  bas i c  camping group was uns tab le .  The composi t ion o f  camping groups 

was r e s h u f f l e d  f requent l y .  The r e s h u f f l  i n g  c o r r e l  a ted  w i t h  changes i n  t he  

s i z e  o f  t he  f l o c k  which was c o n s t i t u t e d  by t h e  combined ho ld i ngs  o f  t h e  

camp members. From these da ta  he developed a  model, which has been f u r t h e r  

e l abo ra ted  by Spooner (1973), i n  which t h e  s i z e  and s t r u c t u r e  o f  l o c a l  camping 

groups o f  nomads i s  shown t o  be a  f u n c t i o n  o f  t h e i r  p a s t o r a l  technology.  

I n  o r d e r  t o  produce e f f i c i e n t l y ,  sheep and goa ts  must be herded i n  f l o c k s  

o f  a  p a r t i c u l a r  s i ze .  Th is  s i z e  depends on a  number o f  f a c t o r s  which i n c l u d e  

t he  behav io ra l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t he  sheep and t he  l o g i s t i c s  o f  shepherding 

and v a r y  accord ing  t o  topography and pas tu re .  Since animals a r e  owned i n d i -  

v i d u a l  l y  and each man's ho ld i ng  i s  1  i k e l y  t o  va ry  independent l y  year  by 

year,  i n  o r d e r  t o  keep t he  f l o c k  w i t h i n  t h e  optimum s i z e  range, and a l s o  



have the  r i g h t  number of hands t o  c a r r y  o u t  t he  var ious  tasks i nvo l ved  i n  

pas to ra l  p roduc t i on  accord ing t o  t h e  s o c i a l  d i v i s i o n  o f  labor ,  i t  i s  1 i k e l y  

t o  be necessary t o  change the  composi t ion o f  the group n o t  f r equen t l y .  

I n  o rde r  t o  f a c i  1  i t a t e  t h i s  con t i nua l  r e s h u f f l  i n g  the  i n d i v i d u a l s  i d e n t i f y  

w i t h  a l a r g e r  conceptual grouping, a t r i b e .  This  1 arger  pool o f  people 

r a r e l y  i f  ever  a c t s  as a community, b u t  i t  i s  w i t h  t h i s  u n i t  r a t h e r  than 

the  uns tab le  camp t h a t  the  nomads i d e n t i f y  themselves. Focus on t h i s  1 a rge r  

grouping a l lows a sense o f  s t a b i l i t y  i n  what would otherwise be an i n h e r e n t l y  

uns tab le  s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n .  

The s o c i a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  a g r i c u l t u r e  a re  ve ry  d i f f e r e n t .  Most o f  the  

a g r i c u l  t u r a l  se t t lements  have probably  been stab1 e f o r  a  l ong  t ime- -poss ib le  

i n  some cases s ince  before the Persian empires. Most o f  them resemble each 

o ther .  Populat ions va ry  between a few hundred and a few thousand. I n  the  

cen te r  i s  a f o r t - - o f t e n  h i g h  and imposing. T r a d i t i o n a l l y  t he  c u l t i v a t i o n  

was done l a r g e l y  by s e r f s  o r  h e l o t i z e d  farmers. I n  t he  f o r t  l i v e d  a c h i e f  

who e f f e c t i v e l y  commanded most o f  t he  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p roduc t ion  and operated 

from the  se t t lement  as a p o l i t i c a l  and economic base, a t tempt ing  t o  b u i l d  

networks o f  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  s i m i l a r  c h i e f s  and w i t h  the nomads. With few 

except ions the a l l i a n c e s  a r e  ephemeral because no c h i e f  i s  economical ly 

capable o f  b u i l d i n g  a power base 1 a rger  than h i s  r i v a l s .  

The two types o f  s o c i a l  grouping, a g r i c u l t u r a l i s t s  and p a s t o r a l i s t s ,  

were c l o s e l y  re1 a ted  po l  i t i c a l  l y  and demographical ly and economical l y  i n t e r -  

dependent. The se t t lements  produced g r a i n  and dates and the  nomads produced 

pas to ra l  products,  t he  combinat ion o f  which formed the  s t a p l e  d i e t  o f  the  

area. The c h i e f s  ( sa rda r )  i n  the se t t lements  v i e d  w i t h  each o the r  f o r  the  



a l l e g i a n c e  o f  t he  nomads, and t a l k e d  o f  t h e  nomads as " t he  r e a l  Baluch'L- 

t he  ones who ma in ta ined  t he  o l d  way o f  l i f e  and t he  o l d  va lues.  Whether 

o r  n o t  t he  l i neage-organ ized  nomads were o r i g i n a l l y  e g a l i t a r i a n  as such 

p a s t o r a l  i s t s  tend t o  be e l  sewhere, i n  Bal uch i  s  t an  they have beconie p a r t  

of a  h i e r a r c h i c a l  system. The c h i e f s ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  f o r t s  i n  t h e  a g r i c u l -  

t u r a l  set t lements,  a r e  a b l e  t o  s t o r e  g r a i n ,  which they can then use t o  h i r e  

r e t a i n e r s .  Re ta iners  were genera l  l y  used as a  mi 1  i ti a  t o  impose a  t i the  

on t he  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o r  p a s t o r a l  popu la t i ons  t hey  cou ld  c o n t r o l .  I n  t h e  

Baluch " s a r d a r i "  system, as w i t h  many o t h e r  t r i b a l  systems, t h e  ownership 

o f  l a n d  o r  o the r  n a t u r a l  resources was r e l a t i v e l y  un impor tant .  What was 

impo r tan t  was t he  a b i l  i ty  t o  c o n t r o l  men. Th is  a b i l i t y  depended on a  number 

o f  f a c t o r s ,  o f  which t he  most i m p o r t a n t  were personal p o l i t i c a l  a b i l i t y  

which cou ld  be l e g i t i m i z e d  by genea log ica l  pedigree.  The e thos  o f  Baluch 

s o c i e t y  i s  t r a d i t i o n a l  l y  nomadic. Nomadic s o c i e t y  i s  s o c i a l l y  uns tab le .  

The i n s t a b i l i t y  i s  compensated f o r  by t r i b a l  o r  genealog ica l  models o r  wor ld-  

views, which a l though t hey  a r e  c o n t i n u a l l y  m o d i f i e d  t o  f i t  t h e  changing 

s o c i a l  s i t u a t i o n  g i v e  t h e  resenibl ance o f  s t a b i  1  i ty. 

This  summary rev iew  o f  resources f o r  developnient i n  Ba luch i s tan  suggests 

t h a t  d e s p i t e  sparseness and p a u c i t y  t h e r e  i s  a  cons iderab le  base t o  b u i l d  

on, and w h i l e  t he  h i e r a r c h i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t he  s o c i e t y  may d iscourage change 

never the less  t he  a b i l i t y  t o  a s s i m i l a t e  a l i e n s  may perhaps encourage c e r t a i n  

types o f  change. The n e x t  chap te r  rev iews  b r i e f l y  some o f  t h e  e x t e r n a l  

f a c t o r s  t h a t  have been agents o f  change i n  Ba luch is tan  over  t h e . l a s t  few 

cen tu r i es ,  thus out1 i n i n g  t he  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  f o r  development p l  anning. 



11. THE LARGER CONTEXT 

Ba luch i s tan  l i e s  between the  I r a n i a n  P la teau  and t he  I n d i a n  p l a i n s .  

It con ta ined  s e t t l e d  popu la t i ons  contemporaneous w i t h  t he  Indus V a l l e y  c i v i -  

l i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  l a t e  t h i r d  and e a r l y  second m i l l enn ium which appear t o  have 

been i n v o l v e d  t o  some degree i n  t he  t r a d e  between t h e  economic cen te rs  t o  

t he  e a s t  and west  o f  them. From t h e  m i d - f i r s t  m i l l enn ium onwards t he  area 

i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  named prov inces  o f  t he  Pers ian  empires and f i g u r e s  a re  e x t a n t  

f o r  t h e  revenue p rov ided  by them t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  government. Almost a1 1  

h i s t o r i c a l  research  on t he  area so f a r  has been generated by p r ima ry  i n t e r e s t s  

i n  the  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  o f  I r a n  o r  Ind ia ,  such as t h e  f a l l  o f  t he  Indus c i v i l i -  

za t i on ,  t he  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Pers ian  empires, t h e  progress o f  t he  I s l a m i c  

conquest f rom the  I r a n i a n  P la teau  i n t o  n o r t h e r n  I n d i a  and the  movement o f  

t r i b e s  t h a t  appear t a n t a l  i s i n g l y  i n  I r a n i a n  h i s t o r i c a l  ma te r i a l  s  here and 

t h e r e  up t o  t he  t w e l f t h  cen tu ry  A.D. as Kuch and Baluch (Bosworth 1976).  

Up t o  t h i s  t ime a  ma jo r  a r t e r i a l  r o u t e  passed through the area f rom the  

I r a n i a n  P la teau  i n t o  t h e  subcont inen t .  Then t he  spread o f  S e l j u q  power 

i n t o  t he  Kerman area o f  southeastern I r a n  seems t o  have l e d  t o  p o p u l a t i o n  

movements i n t o  the  area t h a t  were d i s r u p t i v e  and r e s u l  t ed  i n  t h e  1  apse o f  

t h e  a r t e r i a l  r ou te .  Since t h e  Mongol i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e  I r a n i a n  P la teau  i n  

t he  e a r l y  1 3 t h  c e n t u r y  t he  area d e f i n i t e l y  seems t o  have taken on the  charac- 

t e r  o f  a  r e fuge  a rea - - f o r  which i t  i s  we1 1  s u i t e d  geograph ica l l y .  Th is  

m o t i v a t i o n  o f  the  1  i t t l e  h i s t o r i c a l  w r i t i n g  on Ba luch is tan  t h a t  e x i s t s  has 

l e d  some b i a s  i n  our  impress ion o f  h i s t o r i c a l  processes w i t h i n  i t--which, 

i f  we a re  t o  understand them b e t t e r ,  r e q u i r e  t h a t  we look  from t h e  i n s i d e  



o u t  and see n o t  how Ba luch i s tan  has been r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  

c i v i l i z a t i o n s  on e i t h e r  s ide ,  b u t  how they  have a f f e c t e d  events  w i t h i n  

Bal u c h i  s  tan.  

The vague h i s t o r i c a l  borders o f  Ba luch i s tan  a re  e f f e c t i v e l y  de f i ned  

by an a rc  o f  h i s t o r i c a l l y  impo r tan t  c i t i e s  t h a t  s t r e t c h e s  f rom Bandar Abbas 

( r e p l a c i n g  t he  mediaeval Hormuz) on t h e  Pers ian  Gul f ,  pas t  Kerman, t h a t  

v a r i o u s  h i s t o r i c a l  c i t i e s  on t h e  de l  t a  o f  t h e  Helmand r i v e r  i n  S is tan,  Qandahar, 

through Q u e t t a  t o  Dera Ghazi Khan and t h e  c i t i e s  o f  t he  Indus i n  Sind. 'rhough 

t h e  h i n t e r l a n d  o f  these c i t i e s  has f l u c t u a t e d ,  and t h e  whole area has been sub- 

j e c t  t o  ( o f t en  ove r l app ing )  c la ims  by I r a n ,  Del h i ,  and Afghanistan, most 

o f  Ba luch i s tan  f rom t h e  Mongol Per iod  down t o  t h e  19 th  and i n  some cases 

i n t o  t h e  20 th  cen tu ry  has been e f f e c t i v e l y  independent p o l i t i c a l l y ,  b u t  

economica l l y  dependent on t r a d e  and o t h e r  economic o p p o r t u n i t i e s  ma in l y  

i n  I n d i a  ( s i n c e  1947, Punjab and Sind i n  Pak is tan)  b u t  a l s o  t h e  o t h e r  neigh- 

bou r i ng  t e r r i t o r i e s .  

Bal uch i  s tan  was econoniical l y  dependent n o t  s imp ly  because o f  t he  pover ty  

o f  i t s  n a t u r a l  resources, but--perhaps more s i g n i f  icant ly - -because those 

resources were d i s t r i b u t e d  i n  such a  way t h a t  no one community, and no one 

leader ,  c o u l d  develop a  power bas i s  s u f f i c i e n t  t o  dominate and u n i f y  an 

area 1  a rger  than i t s  immediate h i n t e r 1  and. But  t h i s  po l  i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  

seems t o  have changed s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n  t h e  l a t e  seventeenth cen tu ry .  South- 

west o f  Quet ta ,  i n  Sarawan u n l i k e  most o f  t h e  area because o f  t h e  a l t i t u t e  

and t h e  consequent s e v e r i t y  o f  t he  w i n t e r s  t he re  i s  a  d i s t i n c t  advantage 

t o  t h e  p a s t o r a l i s t s  i f  they  can ensure access t o  w i n t e r  g raz ing  on t he  Kacchi 



p l a i n  over  f o u r  thousand f e e t  below and j u s t  t o  t h e  e a s t  o f  them. It appears 

t h a t  a  combinat ion o f  c i rcumstances, i n c l  ud ing  p robab ly  po l  i t i c a l  u n r e s t  

and p o p u l a t i o n  movements i n  t he  west and t h e  weakening o f  Moghul power t o  

t he  eas t ,  a l lowed t h e  l eade r  o f  t h e  group o f  Brahui -speaking nomads i n  Sarawan 

a c t u a l l y  t o  e s t a b l i s h  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  Kacchi p l a i n .  Th i s  p o l i t i c a l  un ion  

o f  h i gh land  and low land  p rov ided  t he  b a s i s  f o r  a  new p o l i t i c a l  development 

w i t h i n  t he  area.  Cont ro l  of t h e  Kacchi p l a i n  must have been so d e s i r a b l e  

f o r  Sarawan nomads t h a t  i t  would be s u r p r i s i n g  i f  they  had n o t  managed t o  

c o n t r o l  i t  a t  e a r l i e r  per iods .  Bu t  i n  t he  l i g h t  o f  t h e  arguments advanced 

above about  t he  d i s t r i b u t i o n  and s p a r s i t y  o f  bo th  human and n a t u r a l  resources  

such c o n t r o l  was p robab l y  n o t  f e a s i b l e  i n  t he  l o n g  term un less  i t  was f i c i l  i- 

t a t e d  by  some f e l i c i t o u s  co inc idence  o f  exogenous circumstances. 

On t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  occas ion t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t he  h igh lands  over  low lands  

was con f i rmed and l e g i t i m i z e d  i n  such a way t h a t  i t s  e f f e c t s  have con t i nued  

t o  t h e  p resen t  day. Nader Shah o f  Pe rs i a  avenged t he  1722 Afghan i n v a s i o n  

o f  h i s  coun t r y  by c a p t u r i n g  Qandahar i n  1739 and appointed t h e  Sarawan l e a d e r  

Nas i r  Khan as beg le rbeg i  ( t h a t  i s  " c h i e f  beg", c f .  modern Tu rk i sh  Bey) o f  

Ba luch is tan .  When Nader Shah was assass inated i n  no r t heas te rn  I r a n  i n  1747, 

t he  Pushtun Ahmad Shah Durran i  founded t h e  kingdom o f  A fghan is tan  based 

on Qandahar, and Nas i r  Khan a t  f i r s t  acknowledged h i s  suzera in ty ,  b u t  i n  

1758 he r e b e l l e d .  Ahmad Shah de fea ted  him i n  b a t t l e  b u t  cou ld  n o t  t ake  

K a l a t  ( t h e  town t h a t  N a s i r  Khan's predecessor had taken f rom a f a m i l y  o f  

Hindu r a j a h s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t he  Moghul emperor andmade h i s  c a p i t a l  ) ,  and a 

t r e a t y  was negot ia ted .  (For  more d e t a i l s  on t h i s  development and o t h e r  

da ta  and ideas r e l e v a n t  t o  t h i s  argument see N. Swid le r  1969). 



For  a  s h o r t  p e r i o d  t h e  Khans o f  Kal a t  were a b l e  t o  e x p l o i t  t h i s  s i  tua -  

t i o n  and extend t h e i r  hegemony over  most o f  what i s  now Pak i s tan i  Ba luch i s tan  

and even i n t o  p a r t s  o f  what now l i e s  on t he  I r a n i a n  s i d e  o f  t he  border .  

Bu t  t he  c h i e f s  o f  the smal l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  se t t lements  s c a t t e r e d  throughout  

the area, and t he  nomadic groups, c o n t i n u a l  l y  rebe l  l e d  a g a i n s t  any imposi  t i  on 

o f  taxes o r  o t h e r  feuda l  cond i t i ons ,  even marr iage a1 1  iances were n o t  r e 1  i a b l e  

f o r  long.  One c h i e f  was p layed  o f f  a g a i n s t  another, and Qandahar and K a l a t  

competed f o r  a l l eg iance .  Qandahar 's r e c o r d  i n  t h i s  s t r u g g l e  p rov ided  t he  

bas i s  f o r  A fghan i s tan ' s  r e c e n t  proposal  t o  i nc l ude  Ba luch i s tan  i n  a  new 

s t a t e  o f  Pushtun is tan.  On t h e  I r a n i a n  s i d e  t h e r e  was l i t t l e  i n t e r f e r e n c e  

u n t i l  Mohammad Shah Q a j a r  (1834-1848) dec ided t o  reconquer Ba luch i s tan  and 

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  g a r r i s o n  a t  Bampur i n  t h e  ma jo r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  area on t he  Pers ian  

s i d e  o f  t h e  border,  f rom wh ich  h i s  o f f i c e r s  made campaigns eastwards and 

t he  b a s i s  f o r  the  d e l i n e a t i o n  o f  t h e  bo rde r  by the  B r i t i s h  i n  1871. 

One o t h e r  f o r e i g n  i n f l u e n c e  shou ld  be mentioned. The mar i t ime  empire 

o f  Muscat, t h a t  reached i t s  z e n i t h  i n  t h e  midd le  o f  the  19 th  century ,  a f f e c t e d  

Ba luch i s tan  i n  two s i g n i f i c a n t  ways. I t  prov ided  a  good market f o r  mercenar ies.  

M ig ran t  Baluch c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  ma jo r  p a r t  o f  t he  Empire 's f i g h t i n g  fo rce ,  

and even rose  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  t o  t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t he  v i c e r o y  o f  Zanz ibar  

was a  Baluch. (Bal  uch appear always t o  have excel  l e d  as mercenaries,  perhaps 

because i t  p rov ided  t he  most p r e s t i g i o u s  m ig ran t  l a b o r  o f  the  pre-modern 

pe r i od .  Encapsulated and i s01  a ted  groups o f  Baluch, many o f  them no l onge r  

Baluchi-speaking, i n  n o r t h e r n  I r a n  and Afghanis tan and i n  Sov ie t  Turkmenistan 

a re  remnants o f  m ig ran t  mercenary bands. ) For  va ry ing  pe r i ods  Muscat con- 



t r o l l e d  most o f  t he  s i g n i f i c a n t  p o r t s  on t he  Pers ian Gul f ,  t he  Sea o f  Oman, 

southeast  Arabia and East A f r i c a .  Muscat was tu rned o u t  o f  Chahbahar, t he  

easternmost p o r t  i n  I r a n  i n  1872, b u t  d i d  n o t  leave  Gwadar i n  Pakis tan u n t i l  

1958. (The Government o f  Pakis tan s t i l l  a l lows  Muscat t o  r e c r u i t  i n  Makran 

f o r  t h e  Oman scouts.  ) Baluch m i n o r i t i e s  remained behind i n  most o f  these 

p o r t s  and those i n  t he  Pers ian Gul f ma in ta ined  c l o s e  t i e s  w i  t h  t he  home1 and. 

A f t e r  t he  dec l  i n e  o f  Muscat t he  r i s e  o f  t he  o i l  i n d u s t r y  p rov ided  a need 

f o r  a d i f f e r e n t  t ype  o f  m ig ran t  labor ,  m i t i g a t i n g  t he  e f f e c t  o f  any p o p u l a t i o n  

growth i n  t h e  area, and the  Baluch con t inue  t o  move backwards and forewards 

between wor lds  dominated by Pak i s tan i s  (ma in ly  Punjabis  and Muslim refugees 

from I n d i a ) ,  I r a n i a n s  and Arabs. 

Ba luch i s tan  i s  a marg ina l  area, i n  t he  sense t h a t  a t  a g i ven  l e v e l  

o f  technology i t  can suppor t  fewer people p e r  u n i t  area i n  poorer  c ircum- 

stances than  i s  t he  case i n  surrounding areas. It i s  g e n e r a l l y  t r u e  o f  

such marg ina l  areas t h a t  t h e i r  h i s t o r y  i s  a f u n c t i o n  o f  the  h i s t o r y  o f  neigh- 

b o r i n g  areas, t h a t  economic development o f  them i s  d i f f i c u l t  except  as t he  

r e s u l t  o f  d i r e c t  i n t e r e s t  f rom an e x t e r n a l  power, b u t  t h a t  un less they a re  

impor tan t  f o r  comnunications, m inera l  depos i ts  o r  o t h e r  s t r a t e g i c  considera-  

t i o n s  such i n t e r e s t  i s  n o t  exer ted.  

I n  t h e  p resent  s i t u a t i o n  Baluchi  s tan  i s  dominated p o l i t i c a l l y  by non- 

Baluch b o t h  a t  t he  l o c a l  and n a t i o n a l  government l e v e l s .  They a re  economi- 

c a l l y  dependent a t  t h e  community l e v e l  on f i n a n c i a l  and techno log ica l  a i d  

which i s  channe l led  t o  them through these n a t i o n a l  and l o c a l  government 

i n s t i t u t i o n s .  And they a r e  i n  many cases economical ly  dependent a t  t he  

f a m i l y  and personal l e v e l  on m ig ran t  employment i n  t he  Gulf States.  Th is  



s i t u a t i o n  i s  exacerbated by memories o f  c i v i l  war, e s p e c i a l l y  among t h e  

Mar r i ,  where many d i e d  a t  t h e  hands o f  t h e  Pak i s tan i  army i n  t h e  f i r s t  h a l f  

o f  t h e  1970s. The r e s u l  t i s  a  f a i r l y  extreme degree of  a1 i e n a t i o n .  

I I I. CONCLUSION 

Th is  r ev i ew  o f  t he  l i t e r a t u r e  concern ing t h e  human and n a t u r a l  resources 

and t h e  p o l i t i c a l  and economic c o n t e x t  o f  Ba luch i s tan  i m p l i e s  t h a t  t h e  oppor- 

t u n i t y  t o  work o u t  an area development p r o j e c t  f o r  t h e  Prov ince p resen ts  

a  cons ide rab le  cha l  lenge. 

A g r e a t  deal  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  a v a i l a b l e ,  m a i n l y  f rom t h e  B r i t i s h  per iod .  

A1 though i t i s  da ted  and 1  a r g e l y  unsystemat ic ,  i t  i s  o f t e n  excel  l e n t  i n  

obse rva t i on  and i n  d e t a i l  and serves as an unusua l l y  good bas is  f o r  t h e  

f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  sys temat ic  da ta  g a t h e r i n g  f o r  development purposes. I t  suggests 

t h a t  t h e  n a t u r a l  resource  which demands p r imary  a t t e n t i o n  i s  wa te r  s i n c e  i t  

i s  t h e  main de te rm in ing  f a c t o r  i n  t h e  se t t l emen t  p a t t e r n  and i n  a g r i c u l t u r e .  

T r a d i t i o n a l  techno log ies  concen t ra te  on t h e  problem o f  maximizing t h e  use 

o f  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  wate r  supp l i es .  Much can be l ea rned  f rom these techno log ies  

and t hey  can be enhanced by t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  niodern m a t e r i a l s  and eng ineer ing .  

However, i n  o r d e r  t o  maximize t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  manage and c o n t r o l  s u r f a c e  wate r  

f l o w  and e x p l o i t  underground sources, i t  i s  necessary t o  develop much more 

d e t a i l e d  h y d r o l o g i c a l  s t a t i s t i c s  than  appear t o  be p r e s e n t l y  ava i  1  ab le .  

Soc ia l  resources  p resen t  s i m i l a r  problems. The p o t e n t i a l  l a b o r  f o r c e  

i s  p o o r l y  o r  inadequate ly  educated, and much o f  i t  i s  a t t r a c t e d  away by 

t he  economic magnet o f  t h e  G u l f .  Among those t h a t  remain t h e  s t r o n g  sense 

o f  r e l a t i v e  s t a t u s  can be cons t rued  as a  c o n s t r a i n t .  People a r e  h e s i t a n t  



t o  s t e p  o u t  o f  l i n e .  T r a d i t i o n a l l y  t h e  commercial ent repreneurs o f  Ba luch i s tan  

have been o u t s i d e r s  and these o u t s i d e r s  (main ly  Hindus be fo re  P a r t i t i o n )  

operated under t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t he  1  oca l  r u l  e r .  En t repreneursh ip  'among 

t h e  Bal uch w i t h i n  Baluch s o c i e t y  was ma in l y  po l  i t i c a l  and m i l  i t a r y .  A1 though 

a t t i  tudes towards commerci a1 a c t i v i  t y  have changed, 01 d  ideas about  s t a t u s  

and what i s  honorable a r e  s t i l l  . i n f l u e n t i a l  . The ques t i on  remains whether 

developnient should be p l  anned i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  these r e s i d u a l  a t t i  tudes 

o r  i n  s p i t e  o f  them. I n c r e a s i n g l y  l a r g e  remi t tances  f rom the  G u l f  a r e  up- 

s e t t i n g  t he  s t a t u s  h i e r a r c h y  i n  some p a r t s  o f  t he  Province, as f o r  example 

sons become f i n a n c i a l l y  independent o f  f a the rs ,  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t  t h a t  t h e  

t r i b a l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  s o c i e t y  i s  d i s i n t e g r a t i n g  i n  some areas. Should a  develop- 

ment p r o j e c t  go w i t h  such d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ,  n o t  knowing what whether t h e  s o c i e t y  

w i l l  cohere i n  a  s t a b l e  new form around t h e  p r o j e c t ,  o r  should i t  be dove- 

t a i l e d  i n t o  t he  s o c i e t y  i n  such a  way as t o  r e i n f o r c e  t r i b a l i s m  because 

w i t h  t r i b a l i s h m  t h e r e  may be a  more p r e d i c t a b l e  chance o f  s o c i a l  and economic 

s e c u r i t y ?  A t  an e a r l i e r  p e r i o d  t h e  B r i t i s h  opted f o r  t r i b a l  ism. Now the  

cho ice  i s  more d i f f i c u l  t, and because o f  the  v a r i a t i o n  i n  t h e  r a t e  o f  change 

i n  d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  t h e  Prov ince t h e  cho ice  w i l l  be more d i f f i c u l t  i n  

some p laces  than o thers .  Once again t h e  bas i s  o f  s o c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  

unusua l l y  good--but dated. The success of any development p r o j e c t  i s  l i k e l y  

t o  depend on how i t  i s  f i t t e d  i n t o  t h e  l o c a l  s o c i a l  processes, and l o c a l  

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  and t he re fo re  on t h e  qua1 i ty  o f  s o c i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  which i s  

a v a i l a b l e  t o  t he  des igners of t h e  p r o j e c t .  

It i s  important t o  n o t e  t h a t  t he  bas i s  o f  t r a d i t i o n a l  s o c i e t y  i n  Balu- 

c h i s t a n  has cen te red  on t he  ba l  uch, t h e  pas to ra l  nomads who e x p l o i t  an ex t reme ly  



sparse b u t  u b i q u i t o u s  resource  ( rangeland) .  They a r e  t h e  most v u l n e r a b l e  

b o t h  t o  d rought  and t o  t h e  economic p u l l  o f  t he  Gu l f .  I f  t h e i r  communit ies 

d i s i n t e g r a t e  as a  r e s u l t  o f  depopulat ion,  n o t  o n l y  w i l l  t he  a b i l i t y  t o  e x p l o i t  

t h a t  resource be l o s t  b u t  Baluch c u l t ~ ~ r e  and s o c i e t y  as i t  i s  known w i l l  

a1 so disappear.  Unless t h e r e f o r e  i t s  disappearance i s  deemed unavoi  dab1 e  

o r  i t  seems p o s s i b l e  t o  r e p l a c e  i t  w i t h  something more des i rab le ,  ca re fu l  

cons ide ra t i on  shou ld  be g i v e n  t o  p o s s i b i  1  i t i e s  f o r  pas to ra l  development 

o u t s i d e  t h e  immediate v i c i n i t y  o f  t h e  major  towns. 

F i n a l l y ,  t h e  p rospec t  o f  an area development p r o j e c t  f o r  Ba luch i s tan  

presents  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a s s i s t i n g  i n  the  regene ra t i on  o f  some degree 

of moral autonomy f o r  t h e  Baluch. Most dese r t  o r  o therw ise  marg ina l  areas 

1  i k e  Bal uch i  s t a n  a re  dominated economica l ly  and p o l  i t i c a l  l y  by t h e i r  r i c h e r  

ne ighbors.  The S t a t e  o f  Utah p rov ides  perhaps t h e  s i n g l e  c o n t r a r y  example, 

b u t  i t  i s  an example which i s  n o t  open t o  t h e  Baluch because o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  

o f  p o l i t i c a l  con tex t .  However, i f  area development can be b u i l t  on Bal uch 

i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  something s i m i l a r  m i g h t  be achieved w i t h i n  t h e  Pak i s tan  p o l i t i c a l  

system. The r e l e v a n t  Baluch o rgan i za t i ons  have t o  do w i t h  t h e  management 

and c o n t r o l  o f  su r f ace  w a t e r  f l o w  and t he  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  sparse range 

vegetat ion,  as w e l l  as w i t h  c e r t a i n  forms o f  l o y a l t y  and s o c i a l  s o l  i d a r i t y .  

The p r ima ry  p r e r e q u i s i t e  f o r  a  Ba luch is tan  area development p r o j e c t  i s  a  

comprehensive r a t i o n a l e  t h a t  would take  account o f  these i n s t i  t u t i o n s  and 

va lues t o  t h e  same e x t e n t  t h a t  one would examine t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  e x p l o i t -  

a b l e  n a t u r a l  resources.  



The ma te r ia l  f o r  t h i s  b ib l i og raphy  has been c o l l e c t e d  from a  number 

o f  sources, i n c l  uding b i b l i o g r a p h i c  1  i s t s  and 1  i b r a r y  catalogues. Not a1 1  

i tems cou ld  be l oca ted  i n  t he  two major research l i b r a r i e s  consul ted ( L i b r a r y  

o f  Congress, Washington, D.C. and Van P e l t  L ib rary ,  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Pennsylvania, 

Ph i l ade lph ia ) .  Some o f  the  i tems designated as "not  seen" are, i n  f a c t ,  

l i s t e d  as belonging t o  one o f  the  two l i b r a r i e s ,  b u t  were unava i lab le  f o r  

examinat ion du r ing  the  b i b l  iography search. Some i tems l i s t e d  i n  the b i b l  i- 

ography i n c l  ude unpubl i shed papers which were a1 so unavai 1  abl e  f o r  exami na- 

t i o n .  It should be noted t h a t  n o t  a l l  b i b l  i og raph ic  references are  complete 

and some may con ta in  e r r o r s .  This i s  due t o  the  f a c t  t h a t  the  b ib l i og raphy  

l i s t s  from which they were copied contained the  omissions o r  e r r o r s  and 

I was unable t o  v e r i f y  the in fo rmat ion .  

I n  choosing i tems t o  i nc lude  i n  the  b ib l iography,  I have r e f e r r e d  o n l y  

t o  ma te r i a l  w r i t t e n  i n  European languages, as i t  i s  n o t  poss ib le  f o r  me 

t o  assess l i t e r a t u r e  w r i t t e n  i n  Baluchi, Urdu, o r  ~ e r s 1 a n . l  The on l y  excep- 

t i o n  t o  t h i s  r u l e  i s  Ulus--which I .know t o  be a  monthly w r i t t e n  i n  Baluchi .  

My guide i n  choosing the i tems f o r  the l i s t  was t o  f o l l o w  leads r e f e r r i n g  

t o  Ba luch is tan  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  and n o t  t o  I n d i a  o r  Pakis tan genera l l y .  I 

have the re fo re  n o t  checked thoroughly catalogue l i s t i n g s  under the  corpora te  

e n t r i e s  "Pakistan" o r  " I n d i a M - - t o  do so would have requ i red  much more t ime 

and r e s u l t  i n  making the  b ib l i og raphy  unwieldy. There are, i n  f a c t ,  a  number 

o f  i tems inc luded i n  the  b ib l i og raphy  t h a t  deal w i t h  Pakistan o r  I n d i a  gene- 

' Dr. Spooner my suggest p e r t i n e n t  works i n  the  n a t i v e  languages o f  the  
area which can be sent  as an addendum l a t e r .  



r a l l y ,  and on ly  have information on Bal uchi stan d i  spersed throughout t h e i r  

pages o r  co l lec ted  i n  small sections. These were included because of t h e i r  

obvious importance . ( the  nat iona l  census) o r  because I came across them by 

chance. There are two i tems included which don ' t  r e f e r  t o  Baluchistan spe- 

c i f i c a l  l y  (Wil kinson 1977; Charpentier 1973) but  do deal w i t h  subjects having 

relevance t o  the s i t u a t i o n  i n  Baluchistan (opium production and use, and 

i r r i g a t i o n ,  respect ive ly) .  

A number o f  i tems r e l a t i n g  t o  the Baluchi (and Brahui) languages and 

t h e i r  f o l k l o r e  have been included w i t h  the understanding t h a t  such informat ion 

can reveal much about the way the people themselves look a t  the wor ld and 

c l  assi fy rea l  i t y  . Archaeol ogi  cal materi a1 has been i nc l  uded i f i t deal s 

w i t h  geographical matters, problems o f  trade o r  other cu l t u re  contacts i n  

an t iqu i  ty, o r  if the authors pursue an ethnoarchaeological approach, thus 

making reference t o  cur ren t  pract ices o f  pottery-making, house-construction, 

etc. The r e s t  o f  the subject  breakdowns, as ind icated on the subject  key 

chart,  should be self-explanatory. Items dealing w i t h  Baluchis i n  I r a n  

o r  Afghanistan have been included w i t h  the understanding t h a t  such in fo r -  

mation may have re1 evance f o r  the soci a1 practices, h i  s to ry  and geography 

o f  Pakistani Baluchistan. 

It should be noted t ha t  the informat ion co l lec ted i s  n o t  o f  uniform 

qua1 i ty f o r  research purposes. A more de ta i led  evaluat ion o f  the 1 i terature i s  

provided by Dr .  Spooner i n  h i s  l i t e r a t u r e  analysis. B r i e f l y ,  i t  should be 

pointed ou t  t ha t  much of the 1 i terature w r i t t e n  a t  the tu rn  o f  the century 

was produced by B r i  t i  sh t rave l  ers, antiquarians, and m i  1 i t a r y  personnel 



and i s  genera l l y  o f  an " impress ion i s t i c "  na tu re - - tha t  i s ,  there  are  b r i e f  

desc r ip t i ons  o f  people and t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s  as observed i n  c i  rcumstant i  a1 

encounters. Occasional l y  t h i s  genre prov ides va l  uable in fo rmat ion  (e. g  . , 
i r r i g a t i o n  p r a c t i c e s )  b u t  as i t 1  acks a  p rob l  em-oriented systematic approach 

i t  has t o  be c a r e f u l l y  screened from the "noise"  of e n t e r t a i n i n g  cha t te r .  

(The geo log ica l  w r i  t i o g s  o f  t he  pe r iod  deal more systematical  l y  w i t h  t h e i r  

designated topics,  b u t  there was more i n t e r e s t  i n  f o s s i l s  than w i t h  minera l  s. ) 

Valuable ethnographic ma te r i a l  was c o l l e c t e d  by the  B r i t i s h  i n  the  

course o f  compi 1  i ng t h e i  r censuses and gazet teers--  t h i  s  w i  11 be d i  scussed 

i n  more d e t a i  1  be1 ow. 

The 1950s and 1960s saw an i n t e r e s t  i n  w r i t i n g  on geographical i n f o r -  

mation, n a t u r a l  resources, i r r i g a t i o n ,  and problems re1 a t i n g  t o  developmento 

by bo th  Western and n a t i v e  authors. But i t  i s  poss ib le  t h a t  some o f  t h i s  

ma te r i a l  may now be out-dated. The 1960s and 1970s witnesses a  spate o f  

h i s t o r y  w r i t i n g  by Bal uchi authors b u t  t h i s  1  i t e r a t u r e  does n o t  appear t o  

be very  a n a l y t i c a l  i n  nature.  

The l a t e s t  l i t e r a t u r e  i s  e i t h e r  by an th ropo log i s t s  who take a  more 

probl  em-ori en ted  approach than those observers who provided the  ethnographic 

d e t a i l  a t  the  t u r n  o f  the  century, o r  by p o l  i t i c a l  s c i e n t i s t s  focusing on 

the r o l e  o f  Baluchis tan i n  the  superpowers' "Great Game o f  Asia".  A t o p i c  

o f  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  f o r  many contemporary authors i s  the ana lys i s  o f  

the  c u l  t u r a l  and soci  a1 - s t r u c t u r a l  problems o f  t he  t r i b a l l y  organized Bal uch i  

populat ions i n  t h e i r  incorpora t ion ,  as c i t i z e n s ,  o f  the na t i on -s ta te  o f  

Pakistan, and t h e i r  g r o w i ~ g  sense o f  e thno-nat iona l  ism. 



A word o f  e x p l a n a t i o n  should be o f fe red  on those g r e a t  B r i  t i s h - i n i  t i a t e d  

e n t e r p r i s e s - - t h e  censuses and t he  gaze t teers .  

A t  t he  end o f  t he  l a s t  cen tu ry ,  t he  B r i t i s h  undertook t he  task  o f  comp i l i ng  

a  decennia l  census of  I nd ia ,  wh ich  by the  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tu ry  was t o  i n c l u d e  

a  spec ia l  census f o r  each p rov ince .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  were two l e v e l s  

o f  census pub l i shed .  S t a r t i n g  i n  1872 and f o r  every  "1" year  t h e r e a f t e r  

(1881, 1891, 1901, e t c . )  t he  B r i t i s h  pub l i shed  a  mu l t i - vo lume s e t  d e a l i n g  

w i t h  t he  census o f  I n d i a  g e n e r a l l y .  I n fo rma t i on  on Ba luch is tan  i s  undoubtedly  

i nc l uded  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  sec t i ons  ( I  d i d  n o t  see any o f  t h e  general  volumes). 

S t a r t i n g  i n  1901, an e n t i r e  volume ( o r  volumes) was s p e c i f i c a l l y  des ignated 

f o r  each p rov ince .  For  a  l i s t i n g  o f  the  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y  general  censes o f  

I n d i a a n d  f o r  t h e  s p e c i f i c  volumes t h a t  d e a l t  w i t h  Ba luch is tan  i n  t he  20 th  

cen tu ry  see Hughes-Bu i l l e r  (1902).  I n  1941, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  numbered 

volume o f  the  census o f  I n d i a  t h a t  d e a l t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  Ba luch is tan  t h e r e  

was an unnumbered volume d e a l i n g  w i t h  t r i b e s ,  t h a t  i nc l uded  m a t e r i a l  on 

the  Baluch and appears i n  t h i s  b i b l i o g r a p h y  as G a s t r e l l  (1942b). Again, 

f o r  a  genera l  1  i s t i n g  o f  a l l  t he  census o f  I n d i a  m a t e r i a l  (genera l  o r  Ba luch i  ) 

which appears i n  t h i s  b i b1  iography, r e f e r  t o  Census o f  I n d i a  (1878-1884). 

S t a r t i n g  i n  1951, t h e  government o f  Pak is tan  took over  t h e  decennial  census 

c o l l e c t i n g  f o r  t h e  p rov ince  of  Ba luch is tan .  The 1951 census appears t o  

have r e s u l  t e d  i n  t h e  publ  i shing o f  a  mu1 ti -vo l  ume genera l  census w i t h  a  

s p e c i f i c  volume devoted t o  t he  p rov ince  o f  Ba luch i s tan  (see Shah 1952 f o r  

t he  volume d e a l i n g  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w i t h  Ba luch i s tan ) .  The 1961 census o f  

Pak is tan  r e s u l  t e d  i n  t h e  publ i c a t i  on o f  a  mu1 ti - v o l  ume general  census as 

w e l l  as separate d i s t r i c t  volumes cove r i ng  the  n i n e  d i s t r i c t s  o f  the  p rov ince  



Apparent ly,  i n  the  e a r l y  1960s, the  government o f  Pak is tan  had p lans  

t o  r e v i s e  the  d i s t r i c t  gaze t teers ,  b u t  I have been ab le  t o  l o c a t e  o n l y  one 

such r e v i s i o n - - t h a t  f o r  the  d i s t r i c t  o f  Kharan (see Khan 1966). 

There a re  o t h e r  i tems i n  the  b i b l i o g r a p h y  l abe led  "gaze t teer "  and which 

a re  o f  t he  t y p i c a l  geograph ic - fea tu re -1  i s t -  type (see Lor imer 1908; 191 5 ) .  

An a l l u s i o n  was made i n  one re fe rence  t o  a  "Baluchis tan Blue Book". 

B lue Books were B r i t i s h  d i p l o m a t i c  documents pub l i shed  i n  t he  e a r l y  p a r t  

o f  t he  cen tu ry .  Upon c o n s u l t i n g  an i ndex  o f  such documents, I was unable 

t o  l o c a t e  any r e f e r r i n g  t o  Ba luch i s tan  and thus d i d  n o t  i n c l u d e  i t  i n  t he  

b i  b l  iography.  

A f i n a l  no te  should be made i n  t h e  even t  t h a t  anyone unde r tak ing  research  

us ing  t h i s  b i b1  iography  at tempts t o  o r d e r  any i tems f rom the  L i b a r y  o f  Congress 

through i n  t e r l  i b r a r y  1  oan. The L i b r a r y  o f  Congress 1  i s  t s  i n  i t s  c a t a l  ogue 

numerous i tems appearing i n  t h i s  b i b l i o g r a p h y  b u t  many a re  n o t  r e a d i l y  a v a i l -  

a b l e  and c a l l s  f o r  them a r e  1  i k e l y  t o  be r e t u r n e d  w i t h  the  n o t e  "Not on 

s h e l f " .  

The f o l l o w i n g  b i b l i o g r a p h i e s  c l a s s i f y  sources by author  and by t o p i c .  

A s e l e c t  annotated b i b l i o g r a p h y  wh ich  i s  cross-referenced accord ing  t o  t o p i c  

i s  i n c l  uded a t  t h e  end o f  the  work. 

Leah G l  ickman 
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ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Abu-Bakr. M. 
1963 "Physiography of Chagai -Kharan Region, West Pakistan. " Pakistan 

Geographical Review 18(2):1-12. 

A f t e r  naming the rock types of the area, the author discusses 
the orography o f  the region. There fo l lows a 1 i s t  and descrip.t ion 
o f  the mountains of the region. Regarding hydrography--the author 
notes t h a t  the area 1 i e s  outs ide the monsoon area and thus has 
,an annual r a i n f a l l  of 2-5 inches. There are no perennial  streams 
except f o r  t he  Kaisar River near Nushki. There seems t o  have 
been a more abundant r a i n f a l l  i n  the past  as the remnants o f  irri- 
gat ion dams would appear t o  ind ica te .  The groundwater, where 
avai 1 able a t  moderate depth, i s  general l y  sal  ine. However, water 
from Karezes i s  used fo r  i r r i g a t i o n  and d r ink ing  i n  c e r t a i n  par ts  
o f  the region.  The populat ion i s ,  of course, sparse due t o  the 
1 imi ted water supply (2 persons per square m i l e )  . They are mostly , 

nomads b u t  3% o f  the area i s  under ~ u l  t i v a t i o n  ( i n  the Nushki , 
Dalbandin, and Kharan areas). - 

Topics: &ography/geol ogy; na tu ra l  resources; i r r i g a t i o n ;  water use. 

Ahmad, A. 
1975a "Bal uchi stan ' s  Agrarian Question. " I n  Feroz Ahmed, ed., Focus 

on Bal uchi s tan  and Pashtoon National Question. Lahore: w e ' s  
Pub1 i s h i  ng House, 68-76. 

This a r t i c l e  presents a descr ip t ion  of some of the agrar ian problems 
i n  Baluchistan of both a natura l  and soc ia l  nature. The author 
notes t h a t  t he  e n t i r e  province i s  general ly  backward: there are 
no more than 800 i ndus t r i a l  enterpr ises t h a t  can be c a l l  ed 1 arge- 
scale, o r  even medium-scale; an i n f r as t ruc tu re  o f  f a c i l i t i e s  barely 
ex i s t s  w i t h  on l y  some 885 mi les o f  h igh grade roads and 642 mi les 
o f  broad' guage ra i lway  1 ines; a1 though r i c h  i n  mineral  resources 
there i s  no exhaustive est imate o f  t h i s  po ten t i a l  - -only coal, sulphur, 
chromi t e  and natura l  gas have been exp lo i ted.  The soc ie ty  i s  1 argely 
agrarian and feudal--more so than the r e s t  o f  Pakistan. Yet the 
populat ion dens i t y  i s  re1 a t i v e l y  low (poss ib ly  8 persons per square 
m i  le-- there a re  no c l ea r  s t a t i s t i c s )  and Bal uchi s tan produces no 
more than 1 /3 o f  i t s  below-subsis tence-1 eve1 food requirements. 
Patterns o f  1 and appropr iat ion and u t i l i z a t i o n  .have l e d  t o  concen- 
t r a t i  on o f  holdings, wastage, absenteeism, and 1 ack o f  i n t e r e s t  
o r  i n i t i a t i o n  on the pa r t  o f  the peasants. No uni form pa t te rn  
o f  1 and appropr ia t ion prevai 1 s i n  Bal uchi  stan; p rac t i ces  o f  taxat ion 
are diverse, and questions o f  ownership have o f t en  n o t  been set t led--  
t h i s  undetermined character o f  ownership and taxa t ion  makes f o r  
a tension d i f f e r e n t  than t ha t  found i n  peasant s t rugg les i n  the 
Punjab o r  Sindh where ownership questions have been 1 argely se t t l ed  
and taxa t ion  i s  more uniform. 



The author provides descr ipt ions o f  what he sees as the f ou r  basic 
pat terns o f  land u t i l i z a t i o n  i n  the Brahui-Baluchi p a r t  o f  Baluchistan: 
(1 ) t r i b a l  holdings, comnunal i n  ownership; (2 )  Jagir-- land awarded 
t o  Bal uchi Sardars by leaders o f  cent ra l  governments, such as the 
Khan o f  Kalat, o r  the B r i t i sh ;  ( 3 )  mahmani l ands - - t r i ba l  land t ha t  
ce r t a i n  Sardars were able t o  get  t r m e d  t o  t h e i r  own p r i va te  
holdings; a n d  (4 )  ghami  lands--system used i n  former Kalat  s ta te  
invo lv ing  tribesmen i n  a re la t ionsh ip  w i t h  Sardars. Most o f  these 
systems have bene f i t ted  the Sardars and Ma1 i ks; agr i cu l  t u r a l  surplus 
has gone t o  t h e i r  consumption i n  Quetta o r  outs ide Baluchistan. 
Baluchi r u r a l  unemployed are now migrat ing ou t  o f  t h e i r  land t o  
other par ts  o f  Pakistan where they su f f e r  d iscr iminat ion.  The 
author suggests revo lu t ion  as a solut ion,  b u t  n o t  one based on 
e thn i c i  ty but, rather, class. 

Topics: Land use; land  tenure; agr icul ture. ,  

Ahmad; A. 
1975b "The National Question i n  Baluchistan." I n  Feroz Ahed, ed., Focus 

on Baluchi stan and Pashtoon National Question. Lahore: People's 
Pub1 i shing House, 6-43. 

This a r t i c l e  deals w i t h  the problem o f  Baluch na t iona l  i d e n t i t y  and 
the question o f  whether t h i s  should f i n d  expression and so lu t ion  
i n  an ethnonational revolut ion.  The author, who appears t o  be o f  
a Marxist  persuasion, i s  o f  the opinion t h a t  Baluchi nat ional ism 
should no t  be considered separately from the problems o f  the proleta-  
r i a t  Pakistan-wide. The author notes t ha t  wh i l e  Baluchistan i s  
phys ica l l y  l a rge r  than the Punjab and Sing together, i t  has on ly  7% 
of the t o t a l .  Pakistan populat ion according t o  the 1961 census (and 
not  inc lud ing  Bangladesh). Migrat ion o f  Baluchis ou t  o f  t h e i r  
province exacerbates the problem. Further, the populat ion w i t h i n  
Bal uchi stan i s  e t h n i c a l l y  diverse--speakers o f  Bal uchi  are a ma jo r i t y  
on ly  i n  Kharan, Makran, S ib i  and Chagai. (Pashtuns make up the 
ma jo r i t y  i n  Quetta; Pishin, Zhob, Lora la i  and Sindhis make up the 
ma jo r i t y  o f  Las Bela; Kalat  i s  almost e n t i r e l y  Brahui. ) There 
are a ma jo r i t y  of Baluchis outs ide Baluchistan, especi a1 l y  i n  Karachi 
and West Sindh, where they suf fer  from d iscr iminat ion.  With in 
Baluchistan Province, the author claims there i s  no r e a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  
development i n  soc ia l  organizat ion t o  supercede c l a n  exc lus iv i t y ,  
i n  s p i t e  o f  the presence o f  feudalism. Sardards have an i n t e r e s t  
i n  preserving the t r i b a l  exc l us i v i t y .  A1 though some Baluchi e l  i t e  
have developed an e thn ic  consciousness, i t  i s  n o t  c l e a r  how developed 
e thn i c i  t y  i s  among the Baluchi masses. The Baluch never had a state.  
There i s  no p o i n t  i n  t a l k i n g  about a separate nat ion-s ta te  o f  Balu- 
ch is tan because i t  could no t  be se l f - su f f i c i en t .  There i s  a need 
t o  develop the r i c h  mineral resources, which requ i res  cap i ta l  out1 ays 
and technical  know-how o f  a k i nd  no t  y e t  avai lable,  p lus '  the e n t i r e  
pat tern  of ownership and production would have t o  be changed i n  
order f o r  the land resources t o  produce the food requirements f o r  
se l f -suf f ic iency.  These problems are those o f  the type faced by a 
p r o l e t a r i a t  genera l ly  and no t  o f  a Bal uchi stan na t iona l  ism spec i f i ca l l y .  

Topics: Nat ional  and l oca l  p o l i t i c a l  issues. 



1951 "Cl imat ic Regions o f  West Pakistan.' Pakistan Geographical Review 
6(1):1-36. 

The a r t i c l e  opens w i t h  a c a l l  f o r  more study by Pakistan students 
o f  geology because o f  the need t o  locate  the mineral resources 
and harness the water supply i n  Baluchistan. The author notes 
t h a t  the Geological Survey o f  Pakistan has been handicapped by 
a lack o f  su i t ab le  personnel. There then fo l lows a h i s t o r y  of 
the terminology and systems used t o  c l a s s i f y  cl imates. The author 
1 auds Russel 1 ' s  "c l  imat ic  year" concept which advocates the idea 
t ha t  any p a r t i c u l a r  climate, such as a desert, expands i n  some 
years, and cont racts  i n  others-- i  t i s  thus necessary t o  look a t  
the frequency o f  "desert years", "steppe years", e tc .  i n  any one 
place. The author a lso cautions t ha t  i n  typo log iz ing c l i m a t i c  
regions, the human fac to r  should not  be overlooked. Human a c t i v i t y  
must be included i n  any reg ion 's  c l ima t i c  p r o f i l e .  The author 
then describes the ' c l  imat i  c p ro f  i 1 e of every reg ion o f  West Pakistan, 
bu t  does n o t  g ive  very much in format ion on the human a c t i v i t y  o f  
these regions . 
Topics : Geography; natural  resources. 

- .  --- _ - - . -- . - . - + - - - - 

Ahmed, Feroz 
1975 "Pasni: Social Conditions i n  a Fishing Vi l lage."  I n  Feroz Ahmed, 

ed., Focus on Bal uchistan and  asht to on ~ a t i o n a l  Question. Lahore: 
People's Publ ishing House, 68-76. 

This a r t i c l e  presents a b r i e f  descr ip t ion o f  the d i f f e r e n t  c l  asses 
and soc ia l  condi t ions a t  Pasni, a f i s h i n g  v i l l a g e  on the Pakistani  
Coast, whose exact  loca t ion  i s  n o t  given. The author del ineates 
the fo l low ing  "classes" (as he c a l l s  them): (1  ) absentee t rader-  
owners, most ly Ismai 1 i Khojas, who are Karachi -based busi nessmen 
who monopol i ze the f i sh i ng  indus t ry  o f  the Mekran Coast, con t ro l  1 i ng 
both the d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  f i s h  f o r  comnerce and the means o f  produc- 
t i o n  (boats and nets); ( 2 )  l oca l  Pasni gentry, most ly Khojas and 
Meds, who own some boats, bu t  operate l a rge l y  as agents o f  the 
absentee owners and as money 1 enders; (3)  small owner-leasers, 
mostly Baluch, who usual ly  own one small boat which they lease 
out; (4)  small owner-fishermen, Baluchis and Meds, who engage i n  
f i s h i n g  as a fami l y  operation, bu t  who are economically t i e d  t o  
agents o f  the absentee owner c l  ass f o r  sal t f o r  f i s h  preservation; 
( 5 )  fishermen-workers who comprise the captain and crew o f  leased 
boats and who get  varying proport ions o f  the catach; and (6)  laborers 
who do the more daqgerous and d i r t y  work involved i n  the f i s h  trade. 
Groups (4 )  and (6)  are espec ia l l y  poor. 



Although the area i s  g e n e r a l l y  r i c h  i n  f i s h  (rock f i sh ,  shrimp, 
1 obster, and crab) the i nhabi t a n t s  do n o t  reap the  benef i t s  o f  
t h i s  because o f  the ex te rna l  c o n t r o l  of the business coupled w i t h  
general government apathy towards imporving condi t i ons .  (There 
i s  no l o c a l  processing p l a n t  and, indeed, no e l e c t r i c i t y .  ) Local 
branches o f  goverrment agencies are  staffed by Urdu-speakers who, 
the author c l  aims, a re  1 i ttl e more than br ibe-  takers and th ieves.  
Heal t h  f a c i l  i t i e s  and educat ion  are  a1 so p o o r l y  developed. 

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f i sh ing ,  t h e  people a1 so earn a 1 i v e l  i hood by some 
small -scale herding, a g r i c u l  ture,  and smuggl ing. 

Topics : Fishing; heal th;'education. 

Barth, F r e d r i  k 
1964a "Competit ion and Symbiosis i n  North East Baluchistan. " Fo lk  $ ( I )  : 

15-22. 

This a r t i c l e  i s  an example o f  Ba r th ' s  e c o l o g i c a l l y  o r i e n t e d  approach 
o f  accounting f o r  soc ia l  phenomena. The focus here i s  on t h e  M a r r i  
Baluch, us ing data c o l l e c t e d  by  Pehrson i n  1955 and by t h e  author  
i n  1960. The author c la ims t h a t  i t  i s  poss ib le  t o  understand the  
seasonal migra t ion  p a t t e r n s  o f  t h e  Marr i  w i t h  reference t o  t h e i r  
subsistence pat te rns  i n  re1  a t i o n  t o  the  subsistence pa t te rns  o f  
t h e i r  neighbors. Populat ions a r e  viewed as e x p l o i t e r s  o f  "niches" 
( "pos i t i ons  i n  a b i o t i c  food web, or, from man's p o i n t  o f  view, 
p o t e n t i a l  sources o f  o rgan ic  energy"). D i f f e ren t  subsi s tence and 
p o l i t i c a l  pa t te rns  pe rm i t  d i f f e r e n t  niches t o  be e x p l o i t e d  i n  some 
areas. Thus, the  Marr i  Baluch and c e r t a i n  of i t s  neighbors can 
1 i v e  i n  harmony (symbiosis) when they e x p l o i t  d i f f e r e n t  n iches--  
as f o r  example i s  the case w i t h  Marr i  summer migra t ions  i n t o  Sindh, 
where the  Marr i  herders have es tab l  ished a symbiot ic  re1 a t i o n s h i  p 
w i t h  the  c u l t i v a t o r s  there. On the  o ther  hand, compet i t ion  r e s u l  t s  
when more than one group at tempts to e x p l o i t  t he  same niche, as 
i s  the case between the  M a r r i s  and the neighboring Powindahs. 
I n  the l a t t e r ' s  region, i t  i s *  necessary f o r  t he  Marr is  t o  lease 
land  f o r  grazing from Pathan owners who are a g r i c u l t u r a l  i s t s ,  be ing  
unable themselves t o  engage i n  pas tora l  ism because o f  the  presence 
o f  t he  s t rong pastora l  Powindahs. Although t h i s  compet i t ion  and 
leas ing  discourages c e r t a i n  M a r r i s  from mig ra t i on  to Pathan/Powindah 
country, i t  i s  a t t r a c t i v e  t o  c e r t a i n  other  Marr is  w i t h  l a r g e  herds 
f o r  j u s t  the  reason t h a t  over -exp lo i  t a t i o n  o f  the  land by too  many 
Marr is  i s  avoided as n o t  a l l  can a f f o r d  the lease. 

Topics: Land use; 1 and tenure.  



Barth, F redr i  k 
1964b "Ethnic Processes on the Pathan-Baluch Boundary." I n  George Redard, 

ed., Indo-Iranica: Me1 anqes presentes a Georg Horgenstierne a 
1 'occasion de son so i  xan te -d i  xieme anni versai re.  Wei sbaden : 

. Rarrassowi tz, 13-20. 

This a r t i c l e  deals w i t h  the f a c t  t h a t  on the border between Pathans 
and Bal uch i n  northeastern Bal uchistan there are several groups 
which are now Baluch bu t  are considered t o  be of Pathan o r i g i n ,  
bu t  no Pathan groups considered t o  be of Baluch o r i g i n .  Barth 
argues t h a t  despite the f a c t  t h a t  Pathans are general ly  thought 
t o  be more a f f l uen t ,  more aggressive, and t o  have a higher b i r t h  
r a t e  than the Bal uch, nevertheless Baluch society has been expanding 
a t  the expense o f  the Pathans here because the chronic i n t e r t r i b a l  
confl  i c t  o f  the 1 as t  few centur ies  produced 1 arge numbers of refugees 
and Baluch t r i b a l  s t ruc tu re  was able t o  assimi late them, whereas 
Pathan t r i b a l  s t ruc tu re  was not .  

Topics: Local pol i t i c a l  issues. 

Charpentier, C. J. 
1973 "The U s e o f  Haschish and Opium i n  Afghanistan." Anthropos 68: 

482-490. 

A1 though t h i s  a r t i c l e  deal s w i  t h  Afghanistan, the ethnographic 
data on hashish and opium i s  so ra re  t ha t  i s  may serve as a guide 
t o  other neighboring areas. , 

Hashish i s  cul  ti vated i n  Afghanis tan especi a1 l y  i n  Kandahar and 
Balkh. It i s  smoked o r  used i n  a candy and i s  sometimes pu t  i n  
tea. It i s  used as an in tox ican t ,  aphrodisiac, or  remedy. Hashish 
i s  used by a l l  ethnic groups i n  Afghanistan and i n  both r u r a l  and 
urban sett ings, bu t  on ly  by the lower and middle classes. A1 though 
o f f i c i a l l y  i l l e g a l ,  i t  i s  no t  d i f f i c u l t  t o  obtain. I n  s p i t e  o f  
the f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  used commonly, i t  i s  considered a poor h a b i t  
and no t  s o c i a l l y  acceptable. 

Opium i s  a lso cu l t i va ted  i n  Afghanistan, espec ia l ly  i n  Jalalabad 
i n  Eastern Afghanistan, i n  Herat, Badakshan, and Bal kh. It i s  
smoked, eaten, o r  used i n  tea, bu t  use i s  r e s t r i c t e d  1 arge ly  t o  
the northern pa r t  o f  the country. It i s  considered s o c i a l l y  i n f e r i o r  
t o  hashish and used on ly  by the lower classes. 

The r e s t  o f  the a r t i c l e  i s  g iven over t o  a descr ip t ion o f  the prepa- 
r a t i o n  o f  the in tox icants .  

Topics : Heal t h  and education; markets and econauics. 



Gankovskv. Yuri - - 
1982 "Social Structure o f  Pakis tan 's  Brahui-Bal uchi Population. " Journal 

of South Asian and Middle Eastern Studies 5:57-73. 

This 17 page a r t i c l e  i s  a very select ive survey o f  the l i t e r a t u r e  
on Baluchistan and the  Baluch, mainly w i t h i n  Pakistan, from a 
Soviet-Marxist p o i n t  o f  view. It i s  l a r g e l y  s t a t i s t i c a l  and 
emphasizes the poverty and socia l  inequal i t ies ,  which a re  simply 
a t t r i bu ted  t o  c lass and co lon ia l  i n te res ts  wi thout  any attempt 
a t  h i s t o r i ca l  o r  soc ia l  analysis. The a r t i c l e  may, however, be 
the most accessible modern source on the d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t r i b e s  
and p o l i t i c a l  f i gu res  i n  the Province. 

Topics: Social: organization,-. r ..:. 

Gardezl , Hassan Nawaz 
1968 "The Marri : A Case-Studv of Tr iba l  L i f e  i n  Baluchistan." I n  Haidar 

A1 i Chaudhari e t  a1 (eds: ), Pakistan Socioloqical Perspectives : 
Collected Papers o f  the Pakistan Sociological Associat ion 's 11, 
L a t i o n ,  
Dept. o f  Sociology, Un i ve rs i t y  o f  Punjab, 117-124. 

This i s  a p a r t i a l  desc r ip t ion  o f  Marri  t r i b a l  organ izat ion and 
customs based on personal information and selected pub1 i ca t ions .  
It i s  u n c r i t i c a l  and contains no analysis. 

Topics: Social organizat ion;  pastoral ism. 
- ---- -- - - - - A - - 

G i l i a n i ,  A. C. S. 
1972 "Education i n  Baluchistan." Pakistan Quar te r l y  18(3/4):38-49. 

This a r t i c l e  char ts  the evo lu t ion o f  education i n  Baluchistan, 
which had been f o r  long a much-neglected area o f  development. 
I n  the Pre-Bri t i s h  per iod,  education was confined l a r g e l y  t o  mosque 
school s. I n  the B r i  ti sh period, secular education was introduced 
(c. 1880s) and included i ns t r uc t i on  f o r  g i r l s .  I n  the Quetta reg ion 
there were over 100 pr imary and secondary schools establ ished w i t h  
an enrollment o f  c lose  18,400, bu t  the p i c t u re  elsewhere i n  Baluchistan 
was, a t  t ha t  time, r a t h e r  gloomy. Af ter  Independence a degree-college 
was included i n  the Quet.ta region and the number o f  schools and 
students there continued t o  grow, although there was as y e t  no 
teachers t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t e .  The other regions o f  Bal uchi stan 
continued t o  1 ag behind the area o f  the capi tal . A t  the t ime o f  
the w r i t i n g  of t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  the Quetta d i v i s i o n  had 1000 schools 
(primary, secondary and degree col 1 ege) and over 60,000 students ; 
Kalat  d iv is ion,  by cont rast ,  had less than 600 schools and on l y  
about 26,000 students. A primary school teachers t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t e  
was f i n a l l y  es tab l  ished b u t  no t  y e t  a t r a i n i ng  school for  secondary 



school teachers. The Baluchlstan h l v e r s l  t y  was establ lshed I n  
1970. The rate o f  1 l k r a c y  I n  the Q u e t h  reglon was estilnated 
a t  approxlmtely 402, bu t  only 152 f o r  Baluchlstm. The educational 
s l tua t lon  I n  the other provlnces o f  Paklstan i s  be t te r  bu t  the 
author expresses the b e l l e f  tha t  the goverrnent I s  slncere i n  I t s  
desire to fur ther  the education i n  Baluchlstan. Thls a r t i c le ,  
whlch has l i t t l e  i n  the way o f  analysis, i s  accompanied by numerous 
charts. 

-- 
Topics: Educatlon. 

- -  -- 

. Ibraglmov, Beknazar 
1973 Beludzhi Pakistana (sots.-ekon. polozhenle v. Pakist. Beludzhistane 

i nats. dlvlzhenle beludzhel v 1947-1970 9.9.) [Russian]. 

Thls book i s  subt i t led  "The social-economc s l tua t lon  I n  Paklstanl 
Bal uchl stan and the nat ional movement o f  the Bal uch 1947-1 970. " 
It i s  divided i n t o  four  chapters treating: (1 ) the social  economic 
sf tuat ion i n  Pakistani Baluchistan 194701970, (2) the pol I t i c a l  
atmosphere there 1947-1958; (3)  the national movement o f  the Baluch 
1959-1 968; and (4) the pol i c y  o f  the m i  1 i t a r y  adml n i  s t r a  tl on of 
Yahya Khan and the s i  tuat lon I n  Baluchlstan 1969-1 970. The w r l t e r  
takes non-Pakistani authors to task f o r  neglecting the r o l e  of 
progressive class d i f f e ren t fa t ton  i n  the explanatton o f  events 
during th i s  period. He assesses the Bal uch na t iona l i s t  movement 
i n  t h i s  l i g h t  but warns t h a t  i t  can only reach i t s  goals i n  the 
context o f  Paklstani natlonal p o l i t i c a l  and socl a1 development. 

Topics: National and l o c a l  p o l l  t i c a l  issues; markets and economics. 

Pastner, C. McC. 
1972 "A Social Structural and Histor ica l  Analysis o f  Honor, Shame and 

Purdah. " Anthropological Quarter ly  45 (4) :248-261. 

Thls a r t i c l e  deals with the issues o f  honor, shame and purdah i n  
the Panjgur Oasis i n .  Hekran. A1 though there i s  a d i s t i n c t  not ion 
o f  male honor among the Baluch o f  t h i s  area, f o r  the most p a r t  
male honor i s  inseperably l inked t o  the honor o f  kinswomen. Women 
should practice purdah--"invisibi l  i ty" through res t r i c  t ions on 
mobil I t y  and the wearing o f  concealing clothes. I n  actual i ty, 
only the wealthier people can afford to seclude women to ta l  1.y as 
i t  requires a large enough house t o  have separate pr iva te  and publ ic  
domains, and there must be no need f o r  the fami ly 's  women to engage 
i n  agr icu l tura l  labor. Before the second h a l f  o f  the 19th century 
only the hakim (upper s t ra ta )  o f  Panjgur society pract iced purdah. 
Today, t h e i s  serves as the local arm o f  the Pakistan government. 
The presence o f  non-Bal uch i n  the area who work f o r  the government. 
(mostly Punjabis and' Pathans) are considered strangers and t h i s  
encourages the loca l  Bal uch inhabitants t o  sh ie ld t h e i r  women a1 1 



the more carefu l ly .  Even i n  k insh ip  a f fa i r s  among themselves, 
the Bal uch are concerned t o  maintain t h e i r  women's honor as i t  
i s  1 inked t o  agnatic responsi b i  1 i t y  and sol i d a r i  t y .  

Topics: Social organizat ion;  women. 

Pastner, C. McC. 
1974 "Accomnodations t o  Purdah: The Female Perspective. " Journal o f  

Marriage and the Family, 36(2) :408-414. 

This a r t i c l e  explores the means by which women i n  a Makrani v i l l a g e  
develop "safety valves" aga inst  the r e s t r i c t i o n s  and f r u s t r a t i o n s  
o f  purdah. Because women's p u r i t y  i s  so in ter tw ined w i t h  men's 
i z z a t  (honor), purdah, o r  the seclusion o f  women through r e s t r i c t i o n s  
on t h e i r  mob i l i t y  and the wearing of body-coverings such as cloaks 
and ve i l s ,  i s  considered an e f f e c t i v e  means t o  check any chances 
o f  women br ing ing shame upon t h e i r  menfolk. Women, however, develop 
numerous strategies t o  break away from the 1 im i ta t ions  t h a t  c o n s t r i c t  
them, such as the forma t i o n  o f  ego-centered women's 'a1 1 i ances, 
frequent v i s i t a t i o n s  (even between women o f  d i f f e r e n t  soc ia l  s ta tus) ,  
subt le  manipulation o f  t h e i r  menfolk, etc.  

Topi cs : Women. 

1978a "Kinship Terminology and Feudal Versus Tr iba l  Or ientat ions i n  Bal uch 
Social Organization: A Comparative View." I n  W. Weissleder, ed., 
The Nomadic A1 t e rna t i  ve, The Hague: Mouton, 261 -274. 

This a r t i c l e  compares the k i nsh ip  termi&logy and socio-pol i t i c a l  
s t ruc ture  o f  three Bal uch groups: those o f  Pakistani Makran 
(mixed pastoral /agr icu l  t u r a l  subsistence), the h a r r i  o f  the S i  b i  
D i s t r i c t  i n  northeast Pakistan ( l a rge l y  pastoral  ), and the Yarahmadzai 
o f  the Sarhad region o f  nor thern I ran ian Baluchistan ( l a r g e l y  pastora l  ). 
'The author attempts t o  l i n k  the d i f fe ren t  k insh ip  terminology and 
soci o-pol i t i c a l  s t r uc tu re  of these groups t o  ecological and h i  s t o r i c a l  
variables. The feudal organ izat ion o f  the Makranis, f o r  example, 
i s  1 inked t o  t h e i r  dependence on i r r i g a t e d  agr icu l  ture, as i s  the 
predominance o f  a r i s t o c r a t i c  pedigrees and cognatic kin-terms i n  
t h e i r  socia l  s t ruc ture .  The other  two groups have " t r i b a l  " as 
opposed t o  feudal soc ia l  s t ructure--organi  zed i n t o  1 ineages and 
camps whose heads do n o t  possess the power o f  the cen t ra l i zed  ch ie f .  
Yet k i n  terms among t he  Marr i  emphasize agnatic re la t ions ,  wh i le  
those o f  the Yarahmadzai emphasize b i l a t e r a l  re la t ions .  The author 
accounts f o r  t h i s  d i f fe rence  by suggesting d i f f e r e n t  h i s t o r i c a l  
backgrounds f o r  the two groups. 

Topics: Local p o l i t i c a l  issues; land use; land tenure. 



Pastner, C. McC. 
1978b "The s t a t u s  o f  women and p r o p e r t y  on a  Ba luch i s tan  Oasis i n  Pak is tan" ,  

i n  L. Beck and N. Keddie (eds. ) ,  Women i n  t he  Muslim World. Cambridge, 
MA: Harvard Uni v e r s i  t y  Press, 434-450. 

Th is  a r t i c l e  exp lo res  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between Muslim (Ko ran i c )  
d i c t a t e s  concern ing women's economic and i n h e r i t a n c e  r i g h t s  and 
ac tua l  p r a c t i c e s  among the  people o f  t h e  Makrani o a s i s  community. 
The general  conc lus ion  o f  t he  author  i s  t h a t  w h i l e  women do i n  
f a c t  i n h e r i t  p r o p e r t y  ( i n  t he  v i l l a g e  s t u d i e d )  accord ing  t o  I s l a m i c  
p r e s c r f p t i o n s  t he re  i s  a  d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  be made between l e g a l  t r ans -  
m iss ion  of  p r o p e r t y  and ac tua l  c o n t r o l .  Because t he  v i l l a g e  under 
s tudy  was p a r t i c u l a r l y  conse rva t i ve  rega rd ing  purdah, t h e  women 
were r e s t r i c t e d  f rom f u l l y  a c t i n g  o u t  economic r o l e s  and c o n t r o l  1  i n g  
t h e i r  property--women cannot  e n t e r  t h e  p u b l i c  arena because o f  
purdah, and ac tua l  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e i r  p r o p e r t y  general  l y  r e s i d e s  
w i t h  t h e i r  menfel k, a1 though t he  women a re  ab le  t o  i n f l u e n c e  
decis ion-making--a1 so 01 der  ( s e x u a l l y  n e u t r a l  ) women a r e  more capable 
o f  pursu ing  economic r o l e s  than younger women who may endanger 
t h e i r  men's i z z a t  (honor )  by do ing so. 

Topics:  Women; i r r i g a t i o n ;  wa te r  use. 

1979 "Cousin mar r iage  among the .  Z i k r i  Baluch o f  Coastal Pak is tan .  " 
Ethnology 18:31-47. 

Th is  a r t i c l e  i s  y e t  another  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  t he  arrangement concer- 
n i n g  t he  reasons f o r  and i nc i dence  o f  FBD marr iage and endogamy 
g e n e r a l l y  i n  t h e  Muslim wor ld .  The author  c la ims  t h a t  among t h e  
Z i k r i  Baluch, f i s h e r f o l k  1  i v i n g  on t h e  Pak i s tan i  coast ,  t h e r e  i s  
an ex t reme ly  h i g h  i nc i dence  o f  cous in  mar r iage  ( n o t  j u s t  FBD, b u t  
f o r  t he  o f f s p r i n g  o f  s i b l i n g s  of e i t h e r  sex)--64% of t h e  sample. 
The Z i k r i  Baluch w i l l  n o t  marry  o u t  o f  t h e i r  r e l i g i o u s  ( Z i k r i )  
o r  e t h n i c  (Ba luch)  group. The au thor  accounts f o r  t h e  h i g h  r a t e  
o f  endogamy w i  t h  r e fe rence  t o  s i  b l  i ng s o l  i d a r i  ty  and t e r r i  t o r i  a1 i ty, 
n o t  p o l i t i c a l  o r  economic s t r a t e g i e s .  The au thor  p resen ts  a  number 
o f  case s t u d i e s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  her  p o i n t .  

Topics:  S o c i a l  o rgan i za t i on ;  p roduc t i on  techniques. 

1981 "The n e g o t i a t i o n  o f  b i l  a t e r a l  endogamy i n  t he  Middle Eas te rn  Context :  
The Z i  k r i  Bal uch Example. ! ' J o u r n a l  o f  An th ropo log ica l  Research, 
37 (4 )  :305-318. 

The author  beg ins  t h i s  a r t i c l e  w i t h  a  rev iew o f  t he  l i t e r a t u r e  
on f a t h e r ' s - b r o t h e r ' s  daughter mar r iage  (FBD) which i s  regarded 
as p r e v l e n t  i n  t h e  Midd le  East.  She makes no te  o f  F. Khur i  ' s  
suggest ion t h a t  FBD mar r iage  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  f a m i l y  harmony, and 
then records t he  c r i t i c i s m  a g a i n s t  t h i s  not ion--namely t h a t  o f  
E.  Peters and D. Eickelman who p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  one should n o t  ove r -  



s i m p l i f y  exp lana t i ons  o f  mar r iage  p r a c t i c e s  i n  t he  I s l a m i c  Mid- 
East  and t h a t  descent  and 1 i n e a l i  t y  a re  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t h e  most 
impo r tan t  v a r i a b l e s  i n  s o c i a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  M idd le  East .  
The au thor  notes t h a t ,  based on her  work among t h e  Z i k r i  Ba luch 
o f  t h e  Mekran coast ,  t he  c o n t e x t  i n  which k i n  endogamy i s  nego t ia ted ,  
i s  n o t  one o f  agna t i on  o r  sementation, b u t  i n s t e a d  i n v o l v e s  t h e  
reckon ing  o f  r e c i p r o c a l  o b l  i g a t i o n s .  Endogamy among t h e  Z i k r i  
Bal uch does n o t  i n v o l  ve c o r p o r a t e  po l  i t i c a l  o r  economic advantages. 
Rather, t h e  mar r iage  e n t e r p r i s e  must be viewed i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  
t h e i r  i deas  concern ing  exchange. The Z i  k r i  Bal uch exchange w i t h  
b o t h  k i n  and non-k in ,  b u t  t h e  former  i s  d i c t a t e d  by cons ide ra t i ons  
o f  o b l i g a t i o n  (hak)  w h i l e  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  conducted under t h e  s p i r i t  
o f  f r e e  cho i ce  * r z i  ) .  Due t o  t h e  t w i n  tendencies o f  women t o  
seek f u r t h e r  entanglement of k i n s h i p  and o f  men t o  a t t emp t  n o t  
t o  over1 oad t h e i  r k i n  ob l  i ga ti ons by extending these ob l  i ga ti ons 
t o  an ever  w ide r  group o f  people; endogamy presents  i t s e l f  as t h e  
most s a t i s f y i n g  mar r i age  s t r a t e g y - - t h i  s  endogamy i s  n o t  r e s t r i c t e d  
t o  themale s i d e  o f  one ' s  f a m i l y .  But  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  o f  endogamy 
should n o t  be viewed as a r u l e  b u t  r a t h e r  a  p re fe rence  f o r  keeping 
daughters as c l o s e  as p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  be ing  incestuous.  The Z i k r i  
Baluch do n o t  mar ry  o t h e r  Bal uch o f  the  Sunni persuas ion no r  Z i k r i s  
o f  o t h e r  e t h n i c  groups. 

Topics:  Soc ia l  o r g a n i z a t i o n ;  p roduc t i on~ techn iques .  

Pastner, C .  McC. 
1982 "Re th ink ing  t he  r o l e  o f  t h e  woman f i e l d  worker  i n  purdah s o c i e t i e s . "  

Human Organ i za t i on  41(3):262-264. 

I n  t h i s  b r i e f  a r t i c l e  t h e  au tho r  addresses t h e  problems faced by 
women a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  do ing  ethnographic  f i e l d  work i n  areas where 
purdah ( t h e  sexual seg rega t i on  and sec lus ion  o f  women) i s  observed. 
The au thor  r e f e r s  t o  t h e  work o f  Hannah Papanek, who suggested 
t h a t  women f i e l d  workers  shou ld  take  advantage o f  amb igu i t i es  i n  
t h e  s o c i a l  system where purdah i s  p rac t i ced ,  and thus  g e t  i n t o  
a  f l e x i b l e  p o s i t i o n .  However, t h e  author  argues t h a t  Papanek's 
suggest ion i s  based on an urban-Pakis tan i  exper ience; t h e  au tho r  
h e r s e l f  d i d  f i e 1  d work i n  r u r a l  (Baluch) areas where t h e r e  was 
a g r e a t e r  degree o f  conserva t i sm and fewer a l t e r n a t i v e s  o f  s o c i a l  
a c t i o n  f rom which t o  p u l l  o u t  ambiguous s i t u a t i o n s .  The problem 
was f u r t h e r  exacerbated by  t h e  presence o f  t h e  a u t h o r ' s  husband 
d u r i n g  t h e  f i e l d  work.  To be i n  any way accepted by t h e  s o c i e t y ,  
he had t o  accept  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  placed on t h e  honor o f  t h e  l o c a l  
women, and was expected t o  r e c i p r o c a t e  by p l a c i n g  purdah r e s t r i c t i o n s  
on h i s  own w i f e .  The au tho r  and her  husband f i n a l l y  accepted a 
d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e i r  an th ropo log i ca l  1  abor--he, work ing i n  t h e  men's 
wor ld ,  and she, immersing herse l  f i n  women's cu l  t u r e .  However, 
she was a b l e  t o  g e t  genera l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  he r  r i g h t  t o  dress i n  



Western garb, unvei led, on excursions t o  Karachi.  While t he  au thor  
recommends such compromise s i t u a t i o n s  t o  o the rs  fac ing  t h i s  predica-  
ment, she caut ions  t h a t  the an th ropo log i s t  must make c lea r ,  by 
act ion,  h i s / h e r  respect  f o r  n a t i v e  values and behavior.  As a  p o i n t  
o f  i n t e r e s t ,  t he  author  notes t h a t  purdah i s  n o t  as s t r i c t l y  observed 
among urbani  tes  o r  nomads as among r u r a l  v i  1  1  ages i n  Pakistan. 

Topics : Women; soc ia l  o rgan iza t ion .  

1971 - " ~ d e o l o ~ i c a l  aspects o f  nomad-sedentary con tac t :  a  case study 
from southern Baluchistan.." Anthropoloqical  Quar te r l y ,  144:173-181. 

The s o c i a l  organi  z a t i o n  o f  Makrani nomads i s  s t r o n g l y  i n f l  uenced 
by t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  a  wider  soc ia l  system i n v o l v i n g  s u b s t a n t i a l  
sedentary popu la t ions  as w e l l  as by the c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  a  m ig ra to ry  
herd ing 1  i f e .  The w r i t e r  examines the ways i n  which Baluch ideo log iees  
o f  femin ine and masculine honor, i n  the  con tex t  o f  nomad-sedentary 
i n t e r a c t i o n ,  have helped t o  shape aspects o f  Makrani nomad s o c i a l  
o rgan iza t ion .  Such organ iza t iona l  fea tures  r e f 1  e c t  the nomad's 
des i re  t o  s h i e l d  h i s  women from sexual breaches which r e f l e c t  on 
male s ta tus- -a  concern which i s  heightened du r ing  per iods o f  nomad 
sedentary contact ,  such as the  y e a r l y  date ha rves t  o r  when drought  
fo rces  nomads t o  t u r n  t o  the  sett lements f o r  s u r v i v a l .  

Topics : Soc ia l  organizat ion;  women; pastora l ism; i r r i g a t i o n .  

1978a "Conservatism and Change i n  a  Desert Feudal ism: The Case o f  Southern 

This a r t i c l e  t races  t h e  pol  i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  Baluchis tan f rom t h e  
19th  century  t o  i t s  i nco rpo ra t i on  as a  prov ince o f  the  n a t i o n - s t a t e  
o f  Pakistan. The author notes t h a t  be fore  t h e  coming o f  the  B r i t i s h ,  
Makran ( t h e  focus o f  h i s  i n t e r e s t )  was composed o f  cont inuous ly  
war r i ng  fac t i ons ,  v y i  ug f o r  dominance. Paramount c h i e f s  (sardars)  
u s u a l l y  drawn f rom the  e l i t e  s t r a t a  o f  the  s o c i e t y  (hakim) sought 
t o  develop p a t r o n - c l i e n t  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  as many backers as poss ib le .  
Nomads who were impoverished as a  resu l  t o f  t h i s  power p l a y  were 
fo rced  t o  s e t t l e .  When the  Brahui Khan o f  Kal a t  assumed hegemony 
over  the  area, the  war r i ng  f a c t i o n s  cont inued t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s ;  
the  B r i t i s h  r u l e r s  however, e f f e c t e d  a  f reeze on the  cont inuous ly  
changing p o l i t i c a l  s i t u a t i o n ,  b u t  they o n l y  engaged i n  i n d i r e c t  
r u l e ,  support ing l o c a l  headmen, who i n  t h e i r  turn,  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  
popul a t i on .  With the  coming o f  Pakis tani  r u l e ,  conservat ive po l  i t i c a l  
pa t te rns  have been 1  a rge l y  maintained, t h a t  i s ,  t he  upper s t r a t a  
o f  t h e  Baluch soc ie t y  main ta ins  i t s  ho ld  on the  upper p o r t i o n  o f  



a po l  i t i c a l  h i e r a r c h y  and c u r r i e s  f a v o r  w i t h  t he  c e n t r a l  govermnent 
i n  i t s  own se l  f - i n t e r e s t s .  However, an e g a l i t a r i a n  s p i r i t  i s  growing, 
hand-in- hand w i  t h  e thno -na t i ona l  i s t  Bal uch sent iments.  The au thor  
p r e d i c t s  t h a t  t h i s  n a t i o n a l i s t  s p i r i t  w i l l  be e x p l o i t e d  by  o u t s i d e r s  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  " g r e a t  game o f ' A s i a M .  

Topics: Local p o l  i t i c a l  i ssues. 

Pastner,  S .  L. 
1978 b  "Baluch Fishermen i n  Pak is tan . "  As ian A f f a i r s  65 (n.s.9):161-167. 

Thi s  a r t i c l e  r e p o r t s  on i n f o r m a t i o n  gathered by f i e 1  dwork conducted 
between 1976-77 among Baluch f i shermen l i v i n g  i n  a  v i l l a g e  20 m i l e s  
west o f  Karachi .  The au tho r  no tes  t h a t  t h e  b i g g e s t  cha l l enge  f a c i n g  
t h e  v i l l a g e r s  i s  n o t  t he  hazards o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  env i ronment  b u t  
the  need t o  co-ex i  s t  w i  t h  themechani zed mar i  t ime techno1 ogy and 
o t h e r  aspects o f  mode rn i t y  p r a c t i c e d  i n  nearby Karachi .  The p r o p e l l e r s  
and o t h e r  t r app ings  o f  mechanized f i s h i n g  boats  o f t e n  r u i n  t h e  
expensive n e t s  of t h e  Baluch s a i l  boats  which have t o  be l e f t  o u t  
i n  t he  water  on occas ion.  

The ancestors o f  these Bal uch v i  11 agers had been p a s t o r a l  i s t s  i n  
t he  i n t e r i o r ,  b u t  had abandoned t h e i r  o l d  subs is tence p a t t e r n  as 
a  r e s u l  t o f  droughts  and re1  i g i o u s  pe rsecu t i on  by o t h e r  p a s t o r a l  i s t s .  
(These Baluch a r e  members o f  t h e  now-minor i t y  Z i k r i  sec t ;  t h e  o t h e r  
pas to ra l  i s t s  had been Sunni Musl ims. ) These f ishermen have what 
t he  author  r e f e r s  t o  as a  v e r y  conse rva t i ve  s o c i a l  o rgan i za t i on ,  
t h a t  i s ,  t he re  i s  a  ve ry  h i g h  i nc i dence  o f  k i n  endogamy. Another 
impor tan t  s o c i o - c u l t u r a l  f e a t u r e  i n  t h e  v i l l a g e  i s  t h e  s t r o n g  sense 
o f  i z z a t  (male honor)  and t h e  complementary p r a c t i c e  o f  purdah  
among v i l l a g e  women. 

The f ishermen have no d e s i r e  t o  i n v e s t  any money su rp lus  i n  l i v e s t o c k  
and a re  contemptuous o f  t he  p a s t o r a l  l i f e .  They p r e f e r  s a i l i n g  
t o  motor ized boa ts  as i t  pe rm i t s  g r e a t e r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  t h e i r  v i l l a g e  
which i s  impo r tan t  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  i z z a t ,  b u t  they do have commercial 
success as, owing t o  t h e i r  p r o x i m i t y  t o  Karachi ,  they can s e l l  
t h e i r  produce i n  t h a t  g r e a t  marke t  w i t h o u t  recourse t o  middlemen. 

Th is  a r t i c l e  i s  1  a r g e l y  f a c t u a l ,  w i t h  l i t t l e  i n  t h e  way o f  ana l ys i s .  

Topics:  F i sh ing ;  markets  and economics 



Pastner, S. L. 
1978c "Power and P i  r s  Among the  Pak i s tan i  Bal uch. " Journa l  o f  Asian 

and A f r i c a n  S tud ies  13(3/4):231-243. 

Th is  a r t i c l e  p resen ts  a  number o f  b r i e f  case s t u d i e s  o f  Baluch 
leaders,  b o t h  secu la r  and sacred ( p i r s )  i n  an e f f o r t  t o  demonstrate 
t h a t  r e a l  po l  i t i c a l  leadersh ip ,  o f  b o t h  t he  s e c u l a r  and sacred 
v a r i e t y ,  operates accord ing t o  c e r t a i n  common p r i n c i p l e s .  (For  
d e t a i l s ,  see a b s t r a c t  f o r  S. L. and C. McC. Pastner-1980.)  I n  
t he  p resen t  a r t i c l e  t he  au thor  i nc l udes  a  d i scuss ion  o f  t he  symbol ic  
meaning o f  t h e  head gear of secu la r  and sacred leaders ,  which he 
cons iders  a  marker o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  potency. 

Topics : H i s  t o r y  and general  c u l  t u r e  ; 1 oca l  p o l  i t i c a l  i ssues. 

1979a "Lords o f  t he  Deser t  Border: F r o n t i e r  Feudal ism i n  Southern 
Baluchi  s t a n  and Eastern E th iop ia .  " I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Journal  o f  Mi'ddl e  
East  S tud ies  10:93-106. 

I n  t h i s  a r t i c l e ,  t he  author  suggests t h a t  t h e  Baluch f i t  a  model 
o f  f r o n t i e r  po l  i t i c a l  o rgan i za t i on  suggested by Owen La t t imo re  
some yea rs  ago w i t h  re fe rence  t o  China and i n n e r  Asia.  La t t imo re  
suggested t h a t  a  t r i b a l  c h i e f ' s  a u t h o r i t y  over  h i s  f o l l o w e r s  would 
change from a  k i n - o r i e n t e d  base t o  a  p a t r o n - c l i e n t  feuda l  o r i e n t e d  
base i n  nomadic f r o n t i e r  areas under the  c a t a l y s t  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  
w i t h i n  a  s t a t e - - a  s e t t l e d  dynasty  i nco rpo ra tes  t h e  t r ibesmen i n t o  
t h e i r  s t a t e  system as subord inate b u t  s t i l l  p r i v i l e g e d ,  f a i r l y  
autonomous bu f f e r s  aga ins t  more d i s t a n t ,  t h r e a t e n i n g  f o r c e s .  The 
au thor  ma in ta i ns  t h a t  t he  Baluch of Makran served as a  b u f f e r  f o r  
t he  K a l a t  Khans i n  t he  19 th  cen tu ry  a g a i n s t  t h e  Persians, and t hey  
l a t e r  served as b u f f e r  f o r  t he  B r i t i s h  a g a i n s t  p o s s i b l e  Russian 
encroachment on t he  subcont inent .  I n  t he  process, t h e  Baluch 
(Mekran) po l  i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  has undergone feuda l  i z a t i o n .  

Topics : Pas to ra l  ism; l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  i ssues .  

Pastner, S. L. 
1979b "The man who would be an th ropo loq i s t :  Dilemmas i n  f i e l d w o r k  on 

t he  Ba luch i s tan  f r o n t i e r  o f  'Pak i i tan. "  Journa l  o f  South Asian 
and M i  dd l  e Eas te rn  Stud ies 3  : 44-52. 

Th is  a r t i c l e  d iscusses t he  problems faced by a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  o p e r a t i n g  
i n  areas f o r m e r l y  under c o l o n i a l  con t ro l - - r esen tmen t  o r  misunder- 
s t and ing  leads  t o  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s '  be ing  pe rce i ved  as some 
s o r t  o f  po l  i t i c a l  agent. The au thor  p resen ts  a  b r i e f  h i s t o r y  o f  
t he  area and t h e  people t he re  i n  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  B r i t i s h .  
The l o c a l  Bal uch e l i t e s  have had a  behav io r  p a t t e r n  o f  c o l l u d i n g  
w i t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  powers--today, t he  c e n t r a l  government o f  Paki s tan .  
These e l  i tes,  t h i n k i n g  t he  Pastners were i n some way connected 
w i t h  t he  autonomy schemes des r i ed  by t h e  masses, were susp ic ious  
o f  t he  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s .  The au thor  concludes t h a t  t h e r e  a re  too  
many f a c t i o n s  i n  t h e  area f o r  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s  t o  be on good 
terms w i t h  a l l .  

Topics : Local p o l  i t i c a l  i ssues. 



Pastner,  S. L. 
1980 "The Compet i t i ve  Sa in t s  o f  t h e  Baluch." Asian A f f a i r s  67 (n.s. 

11 ):37-42. 

Th is  a r t i c l e  d iscusses  t h e  behavior  o f  Baluch h o l y  men ( p i r s  o r  
s a i n t s ) .  The au tho r  no tes  t h a t  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h e  Muslim emphasis 
on e q u a l i t y ,  t h e  Bal uch be1 i e v e  t h a t  men a r e  possessed of nafs 
(greedy and l u s t y  s o u l s )  and so c u l t i v a t e  t h e i r  i z z a t  (persona l  
honor ) .  A1 though t h e  Baluch sa in ts ,  h e i r s  o f  t he  Su f i s ,  have p ro -  
fessed a  r e n u n c i a t i o n  of w o r l d l y  des i res ,  f o r t y - e i g h t  case s t u d i e s  
made by  t he  au tho r  o f  Baluch sa i -n ts  ( l i v i n g  and dead) r evea l  t h a t  
they  p r a c t i c e  t h e  behav io r  o f  secul a r  1  eaders, namely r i v a l  ry. 
The i r  a1 t r u i s m  i n  a i d i n g  o t h e r s  may have an element o f  s e l f -  
aggrandizement i n  i t .  The s a i n t s  a r e  o f t e n  l a v i s h l y  f e t e d  by t h e i r  
f o l l owe rs  and t hey  a r e  n o t  above w i e l d i n g  po l  i t i c a l  i n f l uence ,  
as i n  t h e  1977 e l e c t i o n s  i n  Karachi .  

Topics:  Re1 i g i o n ;  l o c a l  p o l  i t i c a l  i ssues .  

Pastner,  Stephen and C a r r o l l  McC. 
1972a "Ag r i cu l  tu re ,  K i n s h i p  and Pol i t i c s  i n  Southern Bal uch i  s tan .  " 

Man 7(1):128-136. 

The au thors  o u t l i n e  t he  ways i n  which t hey  cons ider  land-use p rac-  
t i c e s  have p layed  a  ma jo r  r o l e  i n  t h e  p a t t e r n i n g  o f  s o c i a l  r e1  a t i o n s  
i n  Makran w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t he  p o l i t i c a l  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  area. 
They be1 i e v e  t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f l  u i d  p a t t e r n s  o f  p o l  i t i c a l  
a1 l eg iance  and k i n s h i p  and marr iage i n  Makran a re  r e 1  a ted  f u n c t i o n a l  l y  
t o  t he  economic- technolog ica l  con t ingenc ies  connected w i t h  i r r i g a t i o n  
a g r i c u l  t u r e .  The r e s t r a i n t s  imposed by t he  i r r i g a t i o n  system on 
t he  f o rma t i on  of 1  a rge-sca le  k i n  c o r p o r a t i o n s  based on 1  andholding, 
i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a  p o l i t i c a l  system based on p a t r o n - c l  i e n t  t i e s  
and s h i f t i n g  p o l  i t i c a l  a1 ignments. The r e c e n t  emphasis on cash 
t r a n s a c t i o n s  f l ~ r t h e r  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  p e r p e t ~ ~ a t i o n  o f  such s o c i a l  
f l u i d i t y  and min imal  emphasis on co rpo ra te  k i n  a c t i v i t y .  However, 
c u l t u r a l  va lues con t i nue  t o  r e i n f o r c e  normat ive i d e a l  s  o f  k i n  
s o l i d a r i t y  and endogamy as a  means o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  boundar ies between 
themselves and non-Makranis. 

Topics:  I r r i g a t i o n ;  s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion ;  l o c a l  p o l i t i c a l  issues.  



Pastner, S. L. and C. McC. 
1972 b  "Aspects o f  Re1 i g i o n  i n  Southern Bal uch is tan .  " An th ropo log ica  

14(2):231-241. 

The i n f o r m a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  a r t i c l e  comes from f i e l d w o r k  conducted 
by  t he  au thors  f o r  some months between 1968-1969 i n  t h e  Makran. 
Th is  i s  one o f  t h e  l e a s t - p o p u l a t e d  areas o f  Ba luch is tan .  The 
m a j o r i t y  o f  Makranis a r e  now Sunni Muslims, b u t  i n  t h e  1 5 t h  c e n t u r y  
(A.D. ) t he  Z i k r i  s e c t  had been founded and had a t t r a c t e d  t h e  m a j o r i  ty  
o f  the  popu la t i on .  The Z i k r i s  be1 i e v e  i n  t he  coming o f  a  Mahdi 
( r i g h t l y - g u i d e d  s a v i o r - t y p e  personage), d o n ' t  observe Ramadan, 
and d e v i a t e  f rom or thodox  I s l am enough t o  have a t t r a c t e d  p e r s e c u t i o n  
f rom ne ighbor ing  Sunni s--under t h e  Migh ty  Khan o f  Kal a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
r e v e r t e d  t o  Sunni I s 1  am i n  t h e  1  a s t  cen tu ry .  The au thor  no tes  
( a f t e r  Salzman) t h a t  t h e  Bal uch o f  I r a n  used t h e i r  Sunni f a i t h  
as a  liieans t o  c u l  t u r a l  l y  mark themselves o f f  f rom t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
I r a n i s  who were p redominan t l y  S h i ' i t e s .  I n  Pakistan, however, 
t he  Baluch e l i t e  wanted t o  c u r r y  f a v o r  w i t h  t he  power fu l ,  and so 
adopted t h e  same re1  i g i o n  ( i n  t h i s  case--Sunnism) so t h e  Baluch 
e l i t e  were a s s i m i l a t e d  i n t o  t h e  dominant power s t r u c t u r e .  

The few Z i  k r i  who remain i n  Ba luch i s tan  today a r e  m o s t l y  nomads. 
They do have some c o n t a c t  w i t h  ne ighbo r i ng  Sunni nomads, b u t  t h e  
sedentary Sunni a r e  concerned about  r i t u a l  c o n t a c t  and w i l l  a v o i d  
t he  Z i k r i s  ( i . e . ,  t hey  w i l l  n o t  accep t  food from o r  e a t  w i t h  t h e  
Z i k r i s ) .  

Topics: Re1 i g i o n .  

1977 "Adaptat ions t o  s t a t e - 1  eve1 p o l  i t i c s  by  t h e  Southern Bal uch. " 
I n  Lawrence Z i r i n g ,  Ralph B r a i b a n t i ,  and W. Howard Wriggins,  eds., 
Pak is tan:  The Long View. Durham, NC: Duke U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 11 7-139. 

Th i s  a r t i c l e  d iscusses t h e  problems of t h e  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Baluch 
i n t o  the  n a t i o n - s t a t e  o f  Pak is tan.  The focus i s  on Makran where 
t he  authors  d i d  f i e l d  work i n  t h e  1  a t e  1960s. I n  t h a t  area, t h e  
Baluch a re  d i v i d e d  i n t o  t h r e e  s o c i a l  s t r a t a :  t he  hakim ( r u l i n g  
e l i t e ;  t he  ba luch  (broad m idd le  s t r a t a  i n c l u d i n g  p a s t o r a l  nomads 
and independent a g r i c u l  t u r a l  i s  t s  ) ; and t he  h i  zmatkar ( 1  ower s t r a t a  
composed o f  craf tsmen and former  s l  aves--many a r e  Negro id  i n  appearance). 
The a r t i c l e  t r aces  t h e  checkered po l  i t i c a l  h i  s t o r y  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  
s i nce  t he  e a r l y  1 9 t h  cen tu ry .  Wi th  t h e  f o rma t i on  o f  t h e  n a t i o n - s t a t e  
of Pakistan, o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t h e  c e n t r a l  government developed, e s p e c i a l l y  
among the  l owe r  s t r a t a  o f  Ba luch i  s o c i e t y  ( t h e  e l i t e  had always 
c u r r i e d  f a v o r  w i  t h  t h e  c e n t r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  whoever t hey  were ) . 
Whi le growing e t h n i c i t y  and d e s i r e  f o r  r eg iona l  autonomy has l e d  



t o  a  c e r t a i n  degree of e g a l i t a r i a n i s m  ( w i t h  people i n  any s t r a t a  
hav ing f e e l i n g s  o f  Baluch u n i t y  aga ins t  a  Punjabi-dominated c e n t r a l  
government), t h e r e  i s  s t i l l  a  c e r t a i n  popu la r  d i s t r u s t  o f  t h e  Baluch 
e l  i tes  on t he  p a r t  of t h e  Baluch masses. 

Topics : Local po l  i t i c a l  i ssues. 

Pastner, S. L. and C. McC. 
1980 "Secular and sacred l e a d e r s h i p  among the  Pak i s tan i  Baluch."  Conference 

on Baluchis tan,  Department o f  State,  Washington, D.C. 

The au thors  descr ibe  b r i e f l y  t h r e e  i d e a l  forms o f  p o l i t i c a l  organiza-  
t i o n  found among the  Bal uch: (1  ) t r i b a l  ism, based upon t he  t r a c i n g  
o f  common descent and t he  use o f  the  l i n e a g e  p r i n c i p l e  f o r  rec ru i tment ,  
supplemented by po l  i t i c a l  c o n t r a c t s  between leaders  and f o l  lowers- -  
t h i s  p a t t e r n  i s  l a r g e l y  f o l l o w e d  by p a s t o r a l  nomads; ( 2 )  feudal  ism, 
i n  which c h i e f l y  l i neages  fo rm the  dominant group i n  a  h i e ra r chy  
o f  s o c i a l  s t r a t a - - t h i s  f o rm  o f  p o l i t i c a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  tends t o  
be assoc ia ted w i t h  i r r i g a t e d  oases se t t lements ;  ( 3 )  sacred leadersh ip ,  
a  r e l a t i v e l y  1  i t t l e  s t u d i e d  system, composed o f  h o l y  men ( p i r s ) ,  
1  oya l  t y  t o  whom crosscu ts  1  oya l  ty t o  secu la r  1 eaders. The h o l y  
man i s  be1 ieved t o  possess a  b l e s s i n g  ( b a r a k a t )  through communion 
w i t h  God. I d e a l l y ,  h o l y  men should be coo l  and medi ta t ive1 ( i n  
c o n t r a s t  t o  t he  secu la r  1  eaders ) .  

I n  t h e  r e a l  wor ld,  however, a1 1  Baluch p o l i t i c a l  behavior,  secu la r  
and sacred, share c e r t a i n  f ea tu res - - t he  i dea  t h a t  "might  makes 
r i g h t " ,  a  tendency t o  c u r r y  f a v o r  w i t h  whoever i s  power fu l  a t  t h e  
moment, the  n o t i o n  t h a t  a  l eade r  must "guard" h i s  f o l l o w e r s '  i n t e r e s t s  
w i t hou t ,  however, a l l o w i n g  them t o  d i s r u p t  t h e  s o c i a l  o rder .  Even 
t he  h o l y  men a re  n o t  above p l a y i n g  t h i s  power game--before a  p i r ' s  
h o l y  power i s  be1 ieved, he, must f i r s t  demonstrate h i s  c l  iam t o  
ba raka t  i n  t he  compe t i t i ve  arena. 

Recent i deo log ies  such as Marxims, and Pan-Bal uch n a t i o n a l  ism seem 
n o t  t o  have a f f e c t e d  t r a d i t i o n a l  l eade rsh ip  pa t t e rns .  

Topics: T r i b a l  p o l i t i c s ;  h i s t o r y  and genera l  c u l t u r e .  

Pehrson, Robert  N. 
1966 The Soc ia l  Organ iza t ion  o f  t he  Mar r i  Baluch (compi led and analyzed 

by F. Ba r th )  . New York : Wenner-Gren Foundat ion f o r  An th ropo log ica l  
Research ( V i k i n g  Fund Pub1 i c a t i o n s  i n  Anthropology No. 43) .  

Pehrson and h i s  w i f e  s t u d i e d  t h e  Mar r i  ( t h e  l a r g e s t  t r i b e  i n  Balu- 
ch i s tan ,  numbering perhaps as many as 60,000) f rom March t o  Septem- 
b e r  1955 (when he died, which i s  why Ba r th  l a t e r  e d i t e d  h i s  notes 
i n t o  t h i s  volume). The book i s  ma in ly  concerned w i t h  s o c i a l  o rgan i -  
z a t i o n  and develops a  gene ra t i ve  model o f  camp o rgan i za t i on .  Pehrson 



seems t o  have made a  spec ia l  e f f o r t  t o  exper ience t he  d i f f i c u l t i e s  
o f  M a r r i  l i f e  f i r s t  hand, w i t h o u t  the  b e n e f i t  o f  impor ted  a i ds  
(which perhaps c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  h i s  death) ,  b u t  he f i n i s h e d  up f e e l i n g  
t h a t  M a r r i  l i f e  was cha rac te r i zed  by an usual degree o f  d i s t r u s t  
and mutual  susp i c i on .  

Topics:  Pas to ra l  ism; soc i  a1 o rgan i za t i on .  

P i  t hawa l l  a, Maneck B. 
1952 The Probl  em o f  Bal uch i  s  t an  : Development and Conservat ion o f  Water 

Resources, Soi 1  s  and Natu ra l  Vegetat ion.  Karachi  : Government o f  
Pak is tan,  M i n i s t r y  o f  Economic A f f a i r s .  

Th is  r e p o r t  was o r i g i n a l l y  prepared f o r  t he  Development Board o f  
t h e  Pak i s tan  M i n i s t r y  o f  Economic A f f a i r s  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  independence 
was dec la red - - t he  g r e a t  concern was the  develop~nent o f  t h e  wate r  
resources of Ba luch i s tan  and d e a l i n g  w i t h  r e l a t e d  problems o f  
s topp ing  s o i l  e r o s i o n  and improv ing  t h e  vege ta l  cover .  The book 
p resen ts  a  d e t a i l e d  d i scuss ion  o f  the geography and geology o f  
Ba luch is tan ,  w i t h i n  t h e  framework o f  a  r e g i o n a l  breakdown. The 
au thor  no tes  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  h i s t o r i c a l - a r c h a e o l o g i c a l  ev idence t h a t  
Ba luch i s tan  was l e s s  dess ica ted  i n  t he  past .  The au tho r  comes 
up w i t h  a  number of areas t h a t  can be f r u i t f u l l y  developed: f r u i t -  
growing; h i d e  and woo1, indus t ry ;  m in ing  o f  impo r tan t  m i n e r a l s  
(chromi te ,  coa l ,  pet ro leum);  f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y .  The au tho r  suggests 
t h a t  t h e  kareze water  supply  i s  an t i qua ted  and expensive-- tube 
w e l l s  would be more inexpens ive  t o  i n s t a l l  and ma in ta i n .  The au thor  
g i ves  a  d e t a i l e d  l i s t i n g  o f  numerous i r r i g a t i o n  and a f f o r e s t a t i o n  
p lans  c u r r e n t  a t  t he  t ime. 

Topics : Geol ogy/geography ; n a t u r a l  resources; i r r i g a t i o n ;  wa te r  use. 

Rizwanul 1  ah, Mohammad 
1965 Lonely  Guardian o f  Khojak Pass. Rawal p i n d i  ( ? )  . 

Th is  i s  an unsystemat ic  c o l  l e c t i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  r eco rds  and personal 
r e c o l l e c t i o n s  focused on t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c i t y  wa te r  supp ly  f o r  
Q u e t t a .  

Topics : H i s t o r y ;  wa te r  use. 



Said, M. 
1961 "Range and Pasture Improvement Pro jects--  the  Mas1 akh Area (Quet ta -  

Kal a t  C i r c l e ) ,  West Pakistan. " Or ien ta l  Geographer, 5 (1  ) :68-72. 

The author notes t h a t  as ha rd l y  2% o f  the t o t a l  l and  area o f  t he  
reg ion  i s  under c u l t i v a t i o n ,  and as there i s  a  low r a i n f a l  l y  and 
scanty ground water supply i n  the  area, i t  i s  necessary t o  do every- 
t h i n g  poss ib le  t o  improve the  forage supply. A d iscuss ion  f o l l o w s  
on the  h i s t o r y  o f  the  range and pasture improvement scheme i n  Maslakh 
(near Quet ta ) ,  a  p i l o t  p r o j e c t  having over 115,040 acres s e t  as ide 
f o r  t e s t i n g  var ious  improvement schemes, i n c l u d i n g  check damming, 
g u l l y  plugging, p i t  d igging,  water spreading, and development o f  
water f o r  1  i ves tock .  P r i o r  t o  t he  establ ishment  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t  
( i n  1954) the  l o c a l  populat ion,  i nc lud ing  some Afghans t o  whom 
pasture 1  and was 1  eased, had caused severe eros ion  by overgrazing.  
A grass nursery was i n s t a l l e d  by the  p r o j e c t  ( o n l y  l o c a l  v a r i e t i e s  
o f  grass seemed t o  succeed) and a f t e r  the t e s t i n g  o f  seasonal r o t a -  
t i o n  graz ing  schemes, i t  was decided t h a t  110 acres would be enough 
t o  support one sheep f o r  one year.  The sheep tes ted  have responded 
we l l  and a f t e r  twenty months have increased i n  weight, wool y i e l d s ,  
and general good hea l th ,  as w e l l  as i n  m o r t a l i t y  and successful  
lambing. The a r t i c l e  concludes by no t i ng  t h a t  i t  now remains t o  
demonstrate t o  the  l o c a l  popu la t ion  the b e n e f i t s  o f  b e t t e r  range 
management p r a c t i c e s  (we are n o t  t o l d  what happened i n  t h i s  regard) .  

Topics : Pastora l  i sm; water  use; na tu ra l  resources. 

Salzman, P h i l i p  
1971 "Movement and Resource E x t r a c t i o n  among the  Pastora l  Nomads : the  

Case o f  the  Shah Nawazi Baluch. " Anthropological Q u a r t e r l y  44(3) : 
185-1 97. 

Data from the  Shah Nawazi Baluch of I r a n  are used t o  support  and 
i 11 u s t r a t e  t h e  f o l  low ing propos i t ions :  (1 ) t he  economies o f  "pas- 
t o r a l  nomads" are based on the  e x p l o i t a t i o n  of a  v a r i e t y  o f  
resources; ( 2 )  nomadism and resource e x t r a c t i o n  must be k e p t  con- 
ceptual l y  d i s t i n c t  so t h a t  t h e i r  empir ica l  re1  a t i onsh ips  can be 
ascertained; (3 )  a  v a r i e t y  o f  f a c t o r s  i n f l uence  the  t iming,  d i r e c -  
t i o n  and l e n g t h  o f  nomadic movements; and (4)  m i g r a t i o n  i s  o n l y  
one o f  several k inds  of movements important  i n  the adaptat ions 
o f  nomadic peoples . 
Topics : Pastora l  ism; water  use; soc ia l  o rgan iza t ion .  



Salzman,-Phi l ip C. 
1980 "Processes o f  sedentar iza t ion  amona the  nomads o f  Bal uchi  stan. " 

I n  P h i l i p  C. Salzman, ed., When ~ o l i a d s  S e t t l e :  Processes o f  Seden- 

The core o f  the a r t i c l e  has t o  do w i t h  changes imposed on the nomads 
o f  the no r the rn  I r a n i a n  Baluchis tan as a  r e s u l t  o f  p o l i t i c a l  and 
economic changes a t  the  na t i ona l  l e v e l  i n  I ran .  As a  r e s u l t  of 
changes i n  the  l a r g e r  p o l i t i c a l  economy the  nomads l o s t  access 
t o  some resources and were obl iged t o  adapt t o  the s i t u a t i o n  by 
se lec t i ng  o r  d e f i n i n g  new resources. They l o s t  t he  a b i l  i t y  t o  
r a i d  t h e i r  neighbors and compensated by i nc reas ing  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  
i n  a g r i c u l t u r e  and migrant  labor ing .  Salzman f i n i s h e s  up by making 
some i n t e r e s t i n g  p o i n t s  about s o c i a l  changes t h a t  accompany decreased 
m o b i l i t y .  These are dec l i ne  -in pastora l ism, i n  l ineage corporateness, 
i n  p a t r i a r c h a l  a u t h o r i t y ,  and i n  f o r c e  of i d e n t i t y ,  and t h e  compen- 
sa t i ng  r i  se o f  Musl i m  co~~nsciousness.  

Topics: Pastoral ism. 

Snead, R .  E. 
1966 Physical Geography Reconnaissance: Las Be1 a  Coastal P la in ,  West 

Pakistan. Baton Rouge: Louisiana Sta te  U n i v e r s i t y  Press. 

This book conta ins  a  d e t a i l e d  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  the geography and 
geology o f  Pak i s tan ' s  Las Be1 a  Coast. The author  addresses the  
problem o f  why should l and  so c lose  t o  the sea be a  deser t ,  suggest ing 
i t  i s  probably due i n  l a r g e  p a r t  t o  t he  d r y  c o n t i n e n t a l  a i r  mass t h a t  
extends over  Baluchis tan du r ing  most of t he  year .  A1 though many 
researchers b e l i e v e  t h e  area rece ived more r a i n f a l l  i n  a n t i q u i t y ,  
the  author be l i eves  t h e  Mohenjo-DaransIHarappans r e a l l y  s to red  
a  l o t  o f  water .  There are ex tens ive  cha r t s  o f fe red  on t h e  s o i  1 
and vegeta t ion  types o f  t h e  reg ion .  The author  notes t h a t  t he  
d r y  land supports the xerophyt ic  type of scrub vegetat ion,  b u t  
i n  years when the re  i s  more r a i n f a l l ,  a  t h i c k  l a y e r  of grasses 
appears. P e r c i p i t a t i o n ,  however, i s  scanty and unce r ta in - - the re  
i s  l ess  than 12 inches pe r  year  f o r  a l l  o f  southern Baluchis tan.  

The popu la t ion  o f  the coast  inc ludes  speakers o f  Sindhi,  Pathan, 
Brahui, and Baluch. In the  coasta l  v i l l a g e s ,  po tab le  water  i s  
se r i ous l y  1  acking. 

The book inc ludes  numerous maps and photos o f  geo log ica l  f ea tu res  
i nc lud ing  an appendix of p l  a n t  species. 

Topics: Natura l  resources; geography; i r r i g a t i o n ;  water  use. 



Spooner, B r i a n  
1969 " P o l i t i c s ,  K insh ip ,  and Ecology i n  Southeast Pe rs i a .  " E thno logy  

8(2):139-152. 

Baluch s o c i e t y  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  fou r  c lasses,  wh ich  a r e  e f f e c t i v e l y  
r u l e r s ,  nomads, peasants, and s laves.  Each c l a s s  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  
groups wh ich  a r e  o rgan i zed  on a  t r i b a l  bas is ,  and p o l i t i c a l  r e l a t i o n -  
sh ips  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  f euda l  Europe 1  i n k  members o f  d i f f e r e n t  c l asses .  
The w r i t e r  r e c o n s t r u c t s  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and develops 
a  model, a f t e r  i bn Khal dun, t o  e x p l a i n  it. The emphasis t h roughou t  
i s  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  between eco logy and s o c i e t y .  

Topics : Pas to ra l  ism; s o c i a l  o rgan i za t i on .  

1971 "Notes on t h e  Toponomy o f  t h e  Pers ian  Makran." I n  C. E. Bosworth, 
ed., I r a n  and Is iam, a Volume i n  Memory o f  V. Minorsky.  Ed inburg:  
The U n i v e r s i t y  Press, 517-533. 

Place names i n  t h e  sou th  o f  Pers ian  B a l u c h i s t a n  f a l l  i n t o  t h r e e  
ca tego r i es :  names o f  Bal uch i  o r i g i n ,  new Pe rs i an  fo rmat ions ,  and 
o the rs .  The au tho r  c l a s s i f i e s  some 200 p l a c e  names a c c o r d i n g l y  
and suggests s o c i a l  and h i s t o r i c a l  e x p l a n a t i o n s  f o r  some o f  them. 

Topics  : P a s t o r a l  ism; 1 anguage; h i  s t o r y .  

1975 "Nomadism i n  B a l u c h i s t a n . "  I n  L.S. Leshnik and G .  D. Sontheimer, 
eds., P a s t o r a l i s t s  and Nomads i n  South Asia,  171-182. 

A  b r i e f  genera l  d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  Baluch serves  as an i n t r o d u c t i o n  
t o  a  more d e t a i l e d  ( b u t  a l s o  b r i e f )  account  o f  nomadic l i f e  i n  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  o f  Saravan i n  Pers ian  Ba luch i  s tan .  

Topics :  Pas to ra l i sm.  

Stewar t ,  R .  R .  
1958 " F l o r a  o f  Ba luch i s t an . "  Pak i s t an  Q u a r t e r l y  8(3) :27-30.  

The au tho r  no tes  t h a t  few o f  t h e  f l o r a  o f  B a l u c h i s t a n  were i n c l u d e d  
i n  t h e  F l o r a  o f  B r i t i s h  I n d i a  pub l i shed  a t  t h e  t u r n  o f  t h e  cen tu r y .  
The b e s t  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  Ba luch i s t an  p l a n t s  can be found i n  Ca lcu t ta ,  
Dehra Dun, and London. I n  t h e  mid-1950s, i t  became p o s s i b l e  t o  
l e a r n  t h e  names o f  grasses o f  Ba luch i s t an  because o f  a t tempts  by 
P a k i s t a n i  and American AID s c i e n t i s t s  t o  improve t h e  g r a z i n g  i n  
Bal u c h i  s  t an - -nu rse r i es  were es tab l  i shed f o r  t e s t i n g  t h e  grasses. 
More than  1200 spec ies  o f  p l a n t s  were 1  i s t e d  as we1 1  as p o i  sonous 
p l a n t s  wh ich  t h e  an imals  seem ab le  t o  recognize.  Quet ta ,  K a l a t  
and Chaman reg ions  have f r u i t s  (grapes, a p r i c o t s ,  peaches, p l  ums, 
melons, c h e r r i e s ,  appl  i e s ,  quinces, almonds) and t h e  poss i  b i  1  i ty  
o f  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p r o d u c t i o n  and s a l e  o f  f resh,  d r i e d  and canned 
f r u i t s  i s  g r e a t .  A  g r e a t  jam and canning i n d u s t r y  can be developed 
(we a r e  n o t  g i v e n  d e t a i l  s  as t o  how). Pines (P inus  ge ra rd i ana )  
w i t h  e d i b l e  seeds grow i n  No r t h  Ba luch i s t an  where i t  i s  an i m p o r t a n t  
f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  d i e t .  

Topi  c s  : Na tu ra l  resources.  



Swidler,  Nina 
1980 "Sedentari za t i on  and Modes o f  Economic I n t e g r a t i o n  i n  the  Middle 

East." I n  P h i l i p  C. Salzman, ed., When   om ads S e t t l e :  Processes 
Brooklyn: J. F. 

The w r i t e r  makes a number o f  i n t e r e s t i n g  po in ts ,  e s p e c i a l l y  on 
the  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  exogenous f a c t o r s  and the q u a l i t a t i v e  change 
from mediaeval nomadism as more o f  a pol i t i c a l  adapta t ion  t o  modern 
nomadism which i s  more economic. She niakes an i n t e r e s t i n g  d i s t i n c t i o n  
between "dichotomised," "mixed," and " i n t e r s e c t i n g "  economies, 
according t o  the types o f  socioeconomic r e l a t i o n s  p a r t i c u l a r  nomadic 
populat ions have w i t h  sedentary communities. The d i  chotomi sed 
economy, which i s  charac ter ized by complementary 1 abor requirements, 
such t h a t  when demand i s  h ighes t  i n  the s e t t l e d  sector ,  nomads 
take t o  migrant  labor ing ,  a l lows some improvement on B a r t h ' s  model 
which impl i e s  t h a t  a l l  poor nomads tend t o  drop o u t  i n t o  s e t t l e d  
l i f e  f o r  economic reasons. She emphasizes the  importance o f  the 
value of land as a f a c t o r  a f f e c t i n g  the  dec i s ion  t o  use i t  f o r  
pas tora l  (and by impl i c a t i o n  nomadic) purposes, b u t  does n o t  go 
i n t o  what l i e s  behind changes i n  land value. 

Topics: Pastora l  ism; a g r i c u l  ture;  markets and economics. 

Swi d l  er. Warren W. 
1968 Technology and Socia l  S t r u c t u r e  i n  Bal uchistan, West Pakistan. 

Ph.D. D isser ta t ion ,  Columbia Un ive rs i t y .  

This  i s  a study o f  the e f f e c t s  o f  h a b i t a t  and technology on the  
soc ia l  s t r u c t u r e  o f  t he  Brahui nomads i n  Sarawan, Jhalawan and 
Kacchi d i s t r i c t s .  The d iscuss ion  o f  pas tora l  nomadism as a tech- 
no log i ca l  system, w i t h  emphasis on the  camp l e v e l  o f  s o c i a l  o rgan i -  
zat ion,  i s  among the  b e s t  i n  the l i t e r a t u r e  and c e r t a i n l y  t he  bes t  
ethnography o f  i t s  type from Bal uch i  stan. 

Topics: Product ion techniques; pastoral ism, s o c i a l  o rgan iza t ion .  
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