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THE JORDAN FERTILITY SURVEY 1976:

A SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

1. THE seTTIG

Trans jordan gained independence from the Ottoman Empire and became an
autonomous political entity in 1923, Annexation of the districts or
Ma'an and Aqaba followed shortly, in 1925. The present Hashemite Kingdom
of Jordan was estabiished in 1950 and the YWest Bank officially declared
part of the Kingdom.

Estimates indicate that the roputation of Jordan has grown enormously
sinze 1950, The population of the Fast Bank of Jordan was estimated as
587,000 in 1952, According to the 1961 Census, the Lopulation of the
East Bank was 500,766. The Isracli occupation of *he Yest Bank and
Gaza Strip in 196, rvesulted in the flight of hundreds of thousands from
these territories to the Fast Bank. The number of people living on the
fast Bank was estimated to be 1,952,000 in 1975, a more than thyeefold
increase over the estimate for 1952,

The population is unevenly distributed within the Fast Bank. The distribu-
tion reflects in part the pattern of rainfall and cuitivation and in

part the influence of the prevailing state of war in the region. Rapid
urbanization nas resulted from the influx of Palestinian refugees in

1943 and in 1967, as well as from internal migration out of rural areas

to the cities. In 1975, the population of the three largest cities in

the East Bank -- Amaan, Jarcy and Irbid -- reoresented about 54 per cent

of the *total population or the Cast Bank.

Rapid economic and social hanges since the early 1950's have assisted a
sharp reduct on in death rates. lhe reported crude death rate declined
from 21 pes thousand in (953-54 to 18 per thousand in 1961 and then to
12 per thousand in 1375 Birth rates have maintained a nigh level,
however: since 1960, the crude birth rate has remained in the range of
45 to 50 per thousand.  The resultant rate of natural growth is thus
quite rapid, about 35 per thousand anually.

The population of Jordan is very young: 50 per cent of the population

is under 15 years of age. Consistent with this age distribution, the
average nousehold size is large: in 1976 about two-thirds of the Jouseholds
on the tast Bank consisted of 6 rr more persons, and about 10 per cent

of the households consisted of 10 or more persons.  HMarriage of women
occurs relatively carly and ic virtually universal.

There has been in recent years a rapid expansion of the eduratijonal
system, and U8 per cent of children aged 6-14 were enrolled in primary
schools in 1976. The educational level of the adult population is
lower, however, reflecting the less intense schooling in the past. In
1976, among persons 12 years of age and older, 18 per cent of the males
and 41 per cent of the females were illiterate.



Jordan has no formal population policy. Nevertheless, recognizing the
problems associated with rapid population growth, the Government of
Jordan establiched in 1973 a 'National Population Commission' to assume
the responsibiiity of planning and promoting a national population
policy. Receitly the governmen: has teen considering offering family
planning scrvices in the Maternal and Child Health Centers run by the
Ministry of Health.  inere exist so far five private family planning
clinics.

2,  THE SURVEY

The Jordan Fertility Survey (JFS) was undertaken in 1976 under the
direct responsit ility of the Department of Statistics of the Government
of Jordan, as part of the World Fertility Survey and with =he financial
support of the lnited Hations Fund for Population Activities. The main
objectives of tne survey were: (1) To provide accurate and reliable
data on th- trend and pattern of fertility as well as on factors affect-
ing fertility; (2) To provide information on contraceptive knowledge and
practice and on fertility norms, in order to idenlify policy measures
needed in Jordan; and (3) To provide a base for reliable population
projections and thus nake possible appropriate planning for future
population needs.

The JFS was implemented inowio stages, o Household survey and an Individual
survey.  The sample ror the Household survey was designed to include

boper cent of the households in the East o ank, yielding an expected

sample sizi or 14,400 to 15,000 households. Vor the Individual Survey,
Tout or 4 orf tie nouscholds selected for the Household Survey were
subsampled end ali ever-married women aged 15 to 19 who slept in the
selected housaholds tie night preceding the interview were eligible for
inclusion. the completed JFS included 149,493 houscholds in the Household
Survey and 3,010 women in the Individual Survey. The overall response
rates vsceeded ninety per cent in both survey: in all strata of the
nation sampled, with the exceptior of the 'small villages' stratum where
the response rate in the iousehold Survey fell between eighty and ninety
per cunt.,

The two stages oF Lhe 3175 were separated by four to five weeks, the
Househe 1e Survey tabing plece in June-July 1976 and the individual
Survey in July-Ueptember 197¢, ield work for the ‘Houschold Survey was
carried out by Id teams, each consisting ot + enumerators and a super-
visor, the majority of whom were male. ¥Yield work for the individual
survey was cirvicd out by O teams, eact consisting of 4 females, a
female editor, nd & male supervisor,

The JFs wtitized three guestionraires, each of which was translated into
Arabic.  The Houschold Schedule obtained information on the age, sex,

and marital Status of houschold members.  In addition, the WFS General
Mortality Hodule was appended to the Household Schedule to enable estima-
tion of mortality level; and trends from the data collected. The Individual
Questionnaire aduini-tercd to cver-married women obtained information
regarding their marriage and maternity histories, krowledge ant use of
cortraception, fertility intentions and preferences, and socio-economic
characteristics. This questionnaire was hased on the WS Core
Questionna’™ &, incorporating in addition the Fertility Regulation Module
and some questions from the Abortion Module. The whird questionniire

was the Community Level Module, which consisted of gquestions on general
characteristics and socio-cconomic cenditions at the village level.
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Exposure Status

Among the ever-married women in the Individual Survey, at the date of
the survey 4.5 per cent were not currently married, 20.3 per cent were
pregnant, 1.8 per cent were contraceptively sterlized, and 10.8 per cent
reporicd that they were incapable of conceiving,  The remaining 62.8 per
cent were currently exposed to the risk of pregnancy.

There is no notable decline in the percentage of women currently exposed
with increasing duration of marriage through the first cweenty-five years
of marriage, due to compensating c¢ffects of more frequent current pregnan-
cies at shorter durations and increased marital dissolution and fecundity
impairments at later durations. After twenty-five years of marriage,
however, the combined effects of marital dissolution and fecundity
impairments greatly diminish the percentage of women currently exposed

to rish of pregnancy.

Information on rertility was obtained through the use of a detaijled
birth and pregnancy history. This information permits examination of
levels and differentials in several measurcs of fertility which are of
interest: (1) Cumulative fertility as of the survey date; (2) Fertility
in the first five years after marriage; and (3) Fertility in the period
immediately preceding the survey

Cumulative fertility

Since ever=sarried woien in households included in Lhe Household Survey
were ashed to report their total number of live births, both the H usehold
Survey and the Individual Survey provide data on the average number of
children ever born to vver-married women. The two sources of data

reveal very similar mean numbers of births for women classified by age

At the survey dates:

Current Age

Survey 15-19  20-24  25-29  30-34  35-39  40-44  45-49 A7)
Househod 1.6 2.5 4.1 6.0 7.5 8.3 8.0 5.6
Individual 0.9 2.4 4.2 5.9 7.3 8.0 4.8 5.4

The means in excess of 8.0 for women over age 40 and the means already in

excess of 2.0 for women aged 20-24 Loth indicate a pattern of high fertility,

The high fertility levels result from the long periods of e<posure to
ris< of pregnancy common in Jordan. It is evident from the discussion in
the previous section that o principal fac.or affecting the length of
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ranging from 3.17 virths for women with secondary education to 9.01
births for women with no schooling. It should be noted that the differ-
ences among groups in age specific rates at younger ages may be due,
partly or largely, to “iferences in the proportion married among the
various groups at these aqges rather than to differences in the rate of
childbearing wichin marriage.

Total fertility rates for the 15 years preceding the survey (1961-1976)
have been estimated from the JFS data,  ihe estimates indicate that the
rate has declined from 9.04 live births in 1961-66, to 8.54 Lirtns in
1966-71, to 7.70 births for 1971-76. Thus the tevel of fertility during
1971-76 was avout 1% per cent below that for the period 1961-66. The
estimates of the age specitfic rates show that this decline of about 1,3
births results from declines in fertility at all ages. The estimate of
fertility trend over time from the JFS data may be influenced by factors
such as the omission of births and the misreporting of dates of births
by women in the interviews, and for this reason the estimates must be
treated cautiously until the data are subjected to full evaluation of
their qua’ity.

3.3 PRUFERLUCL FOR NUMBER AND STX OF CHILDREN

Among currently marvied fecund women, 42 per cent indicate that they do
not want to have any more children. The percentage wanting no more
children rises sharply with the number of surviving children, from 4 per
cent ot the woien with no children to 78 per cent of those with 9 or
more children.  TVhe percentage also increases with age, even among women
with the same number or urviving children,

Humber of Living Children

0 1-2 3-4 5-6 7-8 9+ Total

Per Cent
Henting Ho 4 19 32
More Children

69 78 42

[&2)
—

the JFS data show that the percentage of women wanting to cease child-
bearing increases with increasing levels of educational a“tainment and
is significantly higher in urban areas than in rural areas.

Sex Preferences

Jordanian women cxpress a strong preference for sons over daughters.
More women are satisfied with a sex composition weighied toward sons,
and accordingly higner proportions of women express a desire to cease
childbearing when these conditions are fulfilled. For example, consider
the women with five living children at the time of the survey:
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Family Size Preference and Contraceptive Use

The data show a clear pattern of greater use of contraceptive methods by
exposed women who do not want future births:

Percentage Currently Using

No [nefficient Efficient

Method Metnod Method
Want Future Birth 79 3 13
Do Not MWant TFuture a 17 42

Birth

Nevertheless, among those women who want to cease childbearing, less
than half (42 per cent) report current use of an efficient method. The
remaining 58 per coent of the women indicate desires to prevent further
conceptions but report no active effort to do so. Intensified family
planning efforts in Jordan would quite naturally be addressed to the
needs of this group.

3.5 MORTALITY

As noted previously, the Household Survey incorporated a mortality
mcsale in order to obtain information on levels of mortality at all
ages. Information obtained in the detailed maternity histories of the
Individual Survey provide an additional basis for deriving estimates of
infant and child mortality. The summary of the findings provided here
will be Timited to levels and trends in infant and child mortality.

The question of levels, trends, and differentials in infant and child
mortality in Jordan is of particular interest because of the relatively
high rates which are believed to have hitherto prevailed. The data
indicate that in the period immediately preceding the survey, out of
1000 live births of either sex, 81 males and A3 females die within the
first year of 1ife, and 95 males and 99 females die before reaching the
second yedr of Tife. Mortality during these first two years is much
higher in rural than in urban arcas.

The data also suggest that there has been a substantial reduction in the
level of infant and child mortality in recent decades. Almost 130 out
of 1000 Tive births born in the period 1950-54 died within the first
year of lifes the corvesponding fiqure for 1970-75 is 70 out of 1000.
The validity of these estimates is almost certainly jeopardized by
omission and misreporting of births and infant deaths in the past. It is
quite likely, however, that due to the reporting biases the decline
suggested by the data is Tess than the true decline.
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