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COMPARATIVE STUDIES NO. 15
 
Ag. at First 3irth
 

•.
10, Section 2, L.H. Column, secondgura. 
 lineI shoulua read:
women, neverthi-less, thfe-rei a tenehcy to oin--t-f-Trst -b-Drtihr 
P.ii, Section I L H CoImn, second ara., line 10 should read:
*.....
T Ends or lack of trends in r ;eTty 

4. L.H.. Column second 
 line 16 should read:
"A', n,-- a rT' eao un .1-rad:erica asdaibej3 
~ ,Guyana.__g,-co andl 
p 17, References - The reference to Coale and Tye has been inad­vertentTy rTht-"J
in the middle of the reference to hermalin and

Mason.
 

p 1 , Table 3, footnote a),R.. Column,line2 shouldread:
 
nr 
 ofPeru sptoon
a o'nproportions ever" 

e ind should read:
rtstned rerccntage
 of -omen 
Having First Birth". Add footnote
a, "Estimated by fitting ofmodel schedule. 
 See text."
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Preface
 

The first issues of the Cross National Sumnaries in tie
Comparative Studies series provide basic information,
documentation and results of the World Fertility Survey for
the nineteen countries which had their First Country*' Reports
and Standard Recode Tapes available at the beginning of 

Despite the efforts made by WFS to maintain comparabil.
ity, of question wording and content, field procedures and 
specifications of tie tablations and analysis included in the
First Country Rlpotts, it was inevitable that differences 
would arise as a result of the imnportarnce attached to
nteeting specific requireiments of the countries tlhnlselves. 
A major attempt to enhance and facilitate coinparability
has been the production of Standard Record Tapes for
each country, with all the core information coded and 
stored ;:I a ,.onsistent order, together with the dictionaries 
which provide detailed tpecifications for all variables.

Several of the Cross National Sutmaries will be concerned 
solely with providing detailed and systematized infornation
of the comparability (or lack thereof) of the field prccedures, 
survey characteristics, questionnaire content attd wording
and content of the First Country Reports. Such detailedappraisals constitute an essential reference base for anyone
using WFS data lb, contparative analysis.

Other volitiiLS of ilte Ujoss National Stlttniaries will 
prescnt comparable results from as Imianty surveys as possible.These volumes will present the basic data from the sirveys 
over a wide range of speclic topics. Ini addition to tIe 
tabular muaterial, ther. will he a brief accompanying text.
which Will draw atteniunr piinrily to any non-comparabil­
ity of tIre data and to arty obvious interpretational pit alls 
to which ie :ables may be subje -t: fo, example nmany
sunitatry indices arL subject to cori ,sitional differences,
which are often reduc, d by stirda-disation. Finally,
althou.h these vlrit1ies aie riot ittendeC It) be arnalytic intheir oricntationr, some brief hilghlrghtiiig of the nmajor
noteworthy differences arid sitirirties is itelthded.

We hope that these Ctoss National Sunumaries will bewidely used, especially by pesons ini the international 
Commun1rrrrity who are 111aking Cross national conparisonls.
We also hope that tie sub-series Will help users to avoid
assutming tori tmuch cirniability when this is not the 
case and to avoid interi.retational itiistakes which can easily
arise when data are presenited without qurialification. 

Sir Maurice Kendall 
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2 Data 

Age at first birth c:n be calcUlated [tori the inforila- The nineteeii countries included in tie anaysis cunsisttion ill tire maternity history obtained f'rom each woman f' thtose for which usable data files were available at tileadministered tie WFS inidividual questionnaire. These time of the alalysis. lilwonien were subset of the women 
linie teen col t ies alc,well disperseda residing in the sampled thurough [lie less developed world, with a slight concenlra­households a! tle tine otthe WFS survey. (ly wouneit 15 iol in liatin Aeica anid) the ('aribbeanu. The coiries, byio 4 yeats of age and, ili most coriInes, Cvertji'iied broad geograplhicadil t ourpigs, suc: 

,owmcn were eligible fir irnclusion ill Ili: silisatlflC. Tie age cliteriOn limits tile o f cohort tsrcOsiiSeritiu l tresL Asia andt Pacific (I I: Ba;inrgl:lesh. Fiji, Inudotesia,cohorts within 1110IluiIIICti'C periord at the tile of [lie .Jiul~lu. Korea, Malaysia.survey, Iu llIalliig lie irlder svs'r'luei iuter,'ie'w'd the first Nepal , Pakistan. Philippinues,birth experiences measured oic'urred ol average as iiiuuc is Sri ath , IHailtd.th irty yeai', prio r to th e su rvey . [h _ee r-elim ita tio n Io I ii tll is i a aA C i o o m Cst R i a larried lniietlli ill ,esilnitlos p'eeniteif bealsuw if"f ('atrifret'Ci 8f.a,I): (')u nii, R 'frrlrln.
the ime:an andifstailard deviation of' [lie first birth pro~cess Ol'lll'~l l VI ,i Guyalla,(estimaited l oin the bias~s of a Il ofel schedulle, as desribeid 

reholsw) 
 .fitica, Mexico PllaiIani.lre tiiasetl popilatis estillmaltes olv ifchliludlealig ]lt 1i.is conifinued to nmarriige or f the first iiiii explerietceot Ibis si'i t .silllii wa s sIlectsi on il ss,l ofe'\er-narricif worriers is ii different fromiOf Ii f ill Nvolieii. c .ctlliille (i.e. tile asiIiilily ol"rWFS siuvey data) tiaFor filtler details ioii ie conpasuabiliiv the (,-i. il erehfotecan Ill no:t'Iii of Wense hi' vie.sedi s aIpropei intratiaiiointalused andihivt'rses civertei hlvtheiiietetsll It's'sSIM', e. SiIpl,..' of eonnliiCs. lDetails botl lile S11vey each.sliould he Illade to Sitirlfl (I19 ill0). "oiiiiiy (e.g. sail rlespnse late) ailee desig n i jrlsitfed illIeCatliSe ltlhe le tAiatat sr) first ifillh ;itc hsed ils tile Fist ('otlllflI Repotll loi tile r'spectivc cotrly.retrrspecti c ile ort,. the'.\ are sisellef lbl' to fi ss,, rsstiltiti flit' fegitiili:icy otf cliss niatintili t'tltpalis ll of age atfroiln tile f1ailrIC t fitor first ithilts (ollisuolon intldthe firs, iirth usinu Iststtht i.sstiteligtheled fry tie f lct thatiiiisiepirtiig oi tile l te of first hirti pttltt'ii )I lie sSellital ifilloi atto u wis gillot red fy usilg very
It is well-rectgiiicCd th S,ll etos i J st tlisiol
oe ill ;imitiai id d ocfi s 1'1011silstis iiite ts l i ph t I'suil c 1irtry tomaternity history dlat: fluass, f/,8; l'ots-[ IIi77). Stich :oIiItrv. flit' WFS has stiill t achiet' tile gicatest
errors threatn cuss niatisi:,s ,itioj atis nsiisif i t isitittilr? iii:i lr li tof dilIa colll ion 
 icross colltrics feasible.fisses dif'L Ill 11,111Werild I l l Ii1 i i ',sLti s "ilieu' 11i11t'! 'liiL' lu itrH ii age t fist brth i cuf here tdeliveshas breef), as Nei. little restearch oililthe j olils' Iitpail o IisrIi tire in:erriti hisitoiv sectioni of' lh' WFS "coredififerenutials il i rtsir, I :fe 


[hti' sanie t oItIrs :ifl'cl tl i il e Sl is (it w\ihiii-sllllrl i iii tr ill 


wliortin cr55 n'rai)usN tlyscs. sfo!,t itilrlstitii'' \1omwhich. afrait [lie olivittls niecessity iif
ltis twusofl.cal laill r S, has rCCi unlniuiluistnreudst't.ii:lr tlt'i'is In \Vsavs sVli" Iris'' e rltha lilo t' IlllsrtillIII idLtuticl ] III i IrSe. \ siuu:sull\ 1l i ll COUlItuini CSli!atLE, first births iii rll i'el,lI s-Il t) rC ilrr.' "o1e ualysis ieqliles iiierelv esti ateulstf lit' propif rtiont:scelaelv refisedsteui thu higher-Orrl'r births. Aii, oldere f W11'iis'u r einnruied bY e ant(I a datal atrixifobtaliledWoituieti. t.eVeitfrel.e theL' Is a ttIulsfRu. tsroin0r1 fills biTlhrhs f llruio s-'l.ifvinig lls'' wlltei interviewed hIy age at flie(pa iticulaurly it Ile chrl silrub;s'it' filv -hied) sir 1s ilas' i)Ltiis'w iltl asgcat tis' firtli sot 'lst child. We examinedliii t',s'i sir' ,rOs1%C'V slate ill t11i11. [Silurutes si age al each ofi (lie itnieltte data Il i'atries. Ili ; f cases thelist bffillh lt hldtrcohorts ' ill thus he bised tps'Valti. s s ltd ag at ilssf hrill appalcaed iitmpaisifly sowwhcllVhetn ps'ss'ullill.:f lie ollr [rote esiflecerCsulls (Ifiat l. uswe stacIMClI Wvilh tile Lt distlillutitl; ill these cases wesIug,,st su uipvairtf,ch bias il)ir Iht Illediall ant IutiatI age's i-ssigIuLI tire Wuriti aIllolder agT at first hirth. 'Iluese cthaingesat firs t hirthi ofI oldcr crohorts of woltuien it isi i f t' li [litIss aff'ctl [lie pIarait''i estimtities. flictails are provided

countit's exaiilelu. Ii Appetndix A). 

10 



3 Method of Estimation
 

II Pl,It 'ose 1 i< (1Several st I tIegic,, h C' p Io ptt 1") aIIa 15 ti l ' II.h I.c ed+l,lipl 1Iillh\.otdl ot oA s e 1 o L'stil:lilf,! C'ollort 
ait firLst hirth tisill,! tile W l:S" tll 1I cotlhtit tdifferences: ill lieval :luey :it liist hilth. Ilh+ Illthttd lelitc, oni all :a:+uililed 
aige :t fiulst irthl ale¢ ais ulncd tIo lite Lit\ ,i'0+Ii t) -' il I t c ,+'tlqi)Ii,+:tJ I .+, ll~i )~ ill (th,. functional Itolillt ) t first hirill+" 

sainlli IT womelnt-] ived' I it) 19 11 ,ilhe' , Olod hor tile pill- , uliedile. The 
 lt1llclio~llil f'orml i, tlhe sm,:ilet.one+proposed%~ by 
posi es tf.l:tl~illIn l: :it I list Il it, till, l ii+ ~,l il I: tU II>i I 'lt'o , inld MN etil ( 107 ' i at, III,, hliisi oft :111model im ptia+lity
01l 1110 Oll lil C'; ruC1itik ' 10) tlloxUl'1111 011 1.i1' i,ollholt ,. ,'Chthille I(C ot .t 197 11. Ihi l it tt sCIIhc'tlICe 11;1s hteen 
,%1CtliOLJNlWhich e\,Iliilllit Lli.lfiw o, i tlilli< o rl fill <" ,'.. file aptplie'd hi first iliilatic ' litli h , lll :I %%lilt- vjiet'i oft 
Cl~l¢IiJil 011i i1l1-iI' il \ Ill 11tllJi; Iilct1i M 1 O f 11i' cAlll- ~ Iil :'ltl;Id tihle ' .itc t.', eiilpili,';Il C",Idel<l 11 I, t llilill 
ho_ cll l e, ll. I-tl ei\ili lll, j lly llh~l I It'ILjlll 11IHIM,\11i1,(I11' 11)" tiliiVC'lihA I \ 0 Iillis Si~ilidt fI I'lnll ill lilt' f t'i l llll ll t 
meclltho ol II~tjnl~i I 19t ) l i ;i l1l0,ill 11,i1s'll ONi J lilt' I(Ahle I '<IIIl . Hotl i Iw,l < l r Cell t 

I 
Ah1 Jh le x i bet\%''i agec 

ap plro ;IJ.' c:11lll e lt. 11h ."'dc t !', 11lll 1 :1!t ildt :1'L' :11 IilSl [)t l th il, t1lll le ll([ Jill)l';:,tll 
t i.,!< ,:1 nll 1.,1c lilt' 111 ll.iiNl'11101101111[;lillii l~l l uhtth,' lt'The, ICeill tpicm lilt hIchlm Ihl l ;il m lm li~11lc t L' 'tle'- J H 


o~f nIo Irenll 1, rio. c<li O ilk jec :l IT11 I I }!lt! ' I " 1 ;ltlsi
, ill 11 lh I, lil ,ill ' th llllt11 clc' lliJy' I [Il tt pil I lt ill ill fi sh l i't lh!; 
VIO~i.tedc for Illol~t i I 0ll' IIJic t'l 11,1lli11"',II ll ilt l,,1 l, .1, ,.\Cl . t: iIiiiI l+\N 11011iioll',117llt't h)' I Mi Cjll I I l iu ' l],

' ~h'\(':i~! ' N,\'11i1011-1s'The :J ,l< jjI 1 11 ,'lliil. 1Q7Q) mid totlliliilt, in lrl 0cr~i~fc\ ' ~~ (111i Milt 
is+ Illi OnleLM ullchi %%,,%Il ho illalkt. 1 1, /. 11/1,"lt Il) th]1, . lp i'tllioll, 1,', N oo~tlli I P INO) .1111tR oditl i~let/ mitit I Ili l' 'l 

a'll lyil di illi tlo ~llm d llri i 'l ..fil: ilh i~ ~lllll f'l ,l I¢ tl d ,'lll ;~~lt'lh rti i!ll ~l~ l~ ltl 

dlitfl't lAlC0c'. Irli -t'ki, l~ %%hii, i.. i I,,IIIu ,- de, 'i io!i ii lrl , th '1,lll1il'! 1,' ,,t111W 1ti1ic'lioinal 1'( l h ill adjtusting lte7iS+ Iht(.<. JIClll,' dt lit'tl l i'...'hji ili llili iit' i pi ,ilk ilid<O ,,;o t(1h,1 tle jlit) :11, il h t~' SCA10l lt' 111&jolill tl'\hiliOll) 
"NI,ilh I-, OliM lI ' tJ\I li t'2 id, i l I, il'' l lit+lids

, ITTl, (11lh1% 1l rihe mol 'lcS ktl]¢ 10 lit Ilic ohl ,_'i ed exci;t lllctc of lihe 
mlidt Its pj ll~lllhlc'r 11 l!w fllt 0,xl' jiti lllitl ll11M nlII JI I h ,lilt LJ LN1.11,h lll e ill ii A et_.1t l tt' L 011111 oll c:ll llN 

11 st 1,1 11ll.b, ct]ll ,, !li i' ic (h< I~ili
ill llH i '. i " It', ll \llii'lit'loVI~lIfill-' I)C] 1 tile'illlo llt fit,o tC'iCjli'kd 
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Such extrapolation of the complete coholrt experience is 
an inherent feature of the fitting of tIle model schedule,
Lnd the capacity to do so represents anl advantage ruf this
method. The estimates of the model schedule paramcters,
for example, pertain to that subgroup of the colort s ho 
are expected tt) have at :east one birth. The estirmated 
tmedians, ol the other iatd, pertatin to all 'olienlt ilt the 
age cohort. FIre model paramrreters. tius, are ill principle
insensitive to charnges in the proportionrt remtirritng nulli-
parous: they reflect tIre age pattern of tle irritiatiorr rrf 

childbearing of thlse women who actually experience the
evei tof a first birth. The Iedians are sensiti,' to changes in
the proportion remaining ftulliparuns: an inclease in this
prorportint in cornjunctionr with lt change in it, age pattern
of first births yields it higheti median age of firs: birth (whent
all womtrei in a Cohort arecthe base). There ilre circumstances 
where one ortlhe othcr estirtate(s) tray be preferred.
i'e Irrediati ages atnd the Irrodel paratrrelcrs therefore 
illrovide corrpnrh'ellmtarv descrilptiohns f the first birth process. 
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fn'TbeI,mdia age atfir lienme l, fwVe t ir nd (3:on i s nducteThe results are presented inI Tables I through 5 and in country as atho h itigo hin'quesJif as well as the general quality of theFigre I'~ gn numer re ortlng in thhthe,% areI throu Aecy. There formal statistical tests of 
woe rviewed sareshown x five-year model, and in some cases this test makes plain the(N) forsi sourcecohorts(aged 2049) for eachi of tle nineteen countries. of the poor fit, We have not examined all of the cases of
The sample size refers to the numberofwiomen from whom 
 poor fit in detail. SoniE of the cases we have investigatedthefertivty Information was obtained. Except in those are noted In the discussion below. in our experience thecases where women of all maital statuses were eligible for poor fit more often seems to be due to irregularities in theInclusionin thle detailed individual sourvey (the Latin data, but this assessment'is difficult to make witdi cetaintyAme icanand Caribbean countries, with the exception of and does not apply to all the cases we examined..'
Pew), the implicit base for the median'1 larger, In four In 'Tables 3 and 4, the percentages of women having a r
 

ases' the median cannot be calculated for the cohort aged first birth by exact age twenty are shown. The percentagesf2,4 athe survey date (Korea, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, in Table 3 are the observed sample percentages, with al'and Peru) because the estimated percentage expeiencing a women in the cohort employed as the base In the calcular
first birth by exdiLage 2'4.0, calculated by a life table proce. lion of the percentages (similar to. the' calculation of the
du'e, Is less than; fifty. (The 'life "table procedure uses in- medians). The percentages in Table 4 are obtained from tle
formation on ageat first birth up to the exact age at time fitting of the model schedule and thus are estimates re­of the interview but not including first birth experience ferring to that group of women which will ever experience

dulng the age at iiterview. [levce, data are available for a first birth.'

'women aged 24 up to exact age 24.0). ' . r' Finally, in Table 5 estimates of thdeeventual proportion


in Table 2 estimates from fitting the model schedule of ofall women in cachcohort who are expected to experienethe mean ae 'at first birth (p) and'the standard deviation ' a first birth are presented for theseven countries in whichof thle first birth schedule (o) are presented for the six fertility infonnmtion was obtained fromever-narried

cohorts and nineteen countries. The standard errors of each never.married womcn, Some, of. the estimates exceed 

and
 
1.00,estimate areshown in parentheses. These enable direct tests an impossibility, but tihe standard errors indicate that theseolfwhche~the differences across cohorts or across cotintries estimates are not statistically differnt from 1,00, or out­are statistically significant. A "p.value" is also shown for side the range for other ages, We also note that for allpair of~stimated 


the goodness of fit test for each fitting of the model 


each parameters. Thi-yp!ue summarizes countries,especially if the estimates for the yo ngest cohort 
are ignored,'.the estimated proportion who will ever bear aschedule: the nill hypothesis is that the observed and fitted first birth shows little change over cohorts. (See Figure 1).values do 'rot'differ, and thus p.values below .05 (or .10, In this report we will discuss trends and differentials independing on one's 'preferred level of significance) indicate the estimated medians and meansonly. To ease examination 

a poor fit. Finally, the number of women in each cohort of them, .the medians and means for each' country are(N) is given; this is the number of women who have plotted in'Figure 2. The plots reveal,that for the niost partexperienced a First birth as of the survey date,. the medians and means show levels and trends ivhich areExamination of the p.values immediately reveals that consistent with each other, The jiirans are usually higher

nthcmodel does not fit the observed data in a disturbingly than tile
medians, which follows from the positive skew oflarge proportion of the cases.tlie (Using the .05 level of the age at first birth distribution in most countries. There

significance, t iemodel fitsor, rly in 50 out of I are a few- cases Where the' two measures provide markedlyfittings). There are, in general, three reasons why the fit different levels. In Asia and the Pacificthe means for themight be poor: (1) The modl schedule used is based on an cohorts aged 40.44 in Malaysia, aged 20-29inthePhilippines,inappropriate functional form for thecohort of women ald 'aged 20-24 in Sri Lanka diverge from what would beunder consideration. An alternative functional form of expected from the levels and trends in the median. Age atequivalent simplicity night describe the cohort experience first birth in Sri Lanka has been examined in more detail inmuch better. (2) The data possess irregularities of-enough another report (Trussell, 1980). In 'ihat, report, it is notedconsequence that neither this model schedule nor alternate that the Sri Lankan age at first birth distributions show manymodels of reasonable simplicity will adequately describe irregularities, especially the distributions for the youngerthe cohort first birth experience. Such irregularities Inthe cohorts, which may account for:estimated means inconsis­data can be gerierated by several quite difrent ,ocesses, tent with the medians, as well as the poor fit of the model
On the one hand, response errors in the reporting ifeither schedule for the older cohorts (Table 2).'or both age of respondent and date of fjrst, birth can In Latin America and the Caribbean, the high median agsignificantly disturb tie extent to which the observed age in Peru for women aged 25-29 (and, apparently, women agedpattern' of first birt validly reflects the true pattern. Oii 20.24 also) is not consistent with the estimated means 
the oiler hand, historical events and other period effects Apart from this case, however ilemedians and meansiiay in fact disrupt the cohorI age patter of birth,first for this region show considerable agreement.assumed by the model schedule.'(3) The implicit assump. Since trends across tileyounger cohorts are of great(itonof'iomogeneity of experience amionig the singleyear irterert. in comparing the estimated means and medians itcohorts:conprising each fiv ar cohort does not hold, is worth noting tileextent to which the two arb sinilar iII
H'et'erogeneity among thiese single-year cohorts will insonic this respect. fIngeneral, it is aniong thle younger cohortscircumstances produce age patterns of first birth for the that tle 'two nieasures show tileleast agreemeII.t which 
fimode pscheule cannot be well described by te isto be expected since the experience of these women is .scheule .... ,least.
 'complete and thus providesIn practice, an assessment ofthe reasons for tie poor fit estiiiates. Iii several cases a less sound basis for thethe median shows a sharper riserequires carefu) examiiiation of the data and, usually, among'tliese cohorts: Jordan. the Philippines, Sri Lanka some knowledge of the recent demographic history of the " . ' " ' '' 
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rplc'se'l,l(ivolldu "111l (illiit1 OIIII.S, ievrlhlm. it is of'" 
inlleiesl lit) Tiwit, tilt liiltllrc (tf ' dtli lfeteces'' amng 
c llli t lit es. \ W,e n t e fl ef o~ ,,N i l is :lh I mi l cle 
I I ) "'HiCIVlISA ICRI11 Vtld'llot lilte Sothi aindt Cetrl Am11eicanl 

OtlliCS ild ile is]lt A~iJiII COliIIIllICSItohOWv, llilICT 
A:iae or'ic.,s a1tlit birh an il Soth'lh Aiani co)unries 

it, shlm~Itcur :qf~t. Ili lithe l(ttr reglios, tile aive,rage 
J1 'C heM\OC iI) 17 idt 18 .years,. esiild I'mi IBaiiilesth 
lildt otl, inicet lthey I'll we'll hlolw those timate~lld 

lr aiiii ifilOhI lgl ilik''Cllioutries. 
I} IkVcbeitmetili maii~ke:tit%, gnc'tiliziation toncem'iig) ai 

luiclilll eiril IMl le Ch];lgCS. bsrved ll~ieettil 
Codllols. 1lhe'C' ti:O'C' (11iildic ii + hatl ithe avetae a1ge 
i1%CC, 

mon 

,iisin ill msti oit the (Coittail anid Souith Amer~icani 
coillili ,es cillllid an~d ipllils ill Ioi'll-1:1 il leu 

totllil airid Il .. lai clillles t'xaittilitd, hil there 
<tct crjfl] \iltils ot'tlliS r0ielili/mttoil. 
1i poitn\'e ;Iisst lctI io hu't\wee'i the aiage~l_ilerit iS,;j,\'vela 


;i'l mwll \Voit'tvt
at ittli Nvomen i~e 30~ andi chainge 
;wiol ss<the' youni I t'i hor F'lik is teviticrit l i F~iglii .3, 
\\'idi li\dls; c:llci l the nliaI f mi'l witr\'ilI aged' 
l.-, 10 alTi I , istth dillcilct betlw'oll lhe II1;1,ical.)! 
Apes 20-"4_ ',itan 3t1. is>litelemoial)_+ .-3 '[t ctliltoll illn 

this Illltlailctc is 0I.28u,\Willh is nolii~f icauilytdifferenit 
Ifromi crott iultt oItiiai slahilic0al tets' 

) 

(leve~l of 
signlitficmiicc : .13, It' Killedt tlid Jamai~ica; aile"olilltt , 
hulil<,m tie licid ill ii ilthei lf datis consfidraibly 
I roill thait o1 tlt, (itlie? Wc\tlil lt C011i111riCS, flhe 
coir~elahn it ,2 :II.Iinidicaion ete tiills l ii ofil n olh 

w\hich Koiteailuenceltt' the' ovt!il asociaioni olisevtd. 

ill 



The same oriell lion rOr tle iiediMInS iN -- 15. sillce

tle lliedittl iS llot c;i ulated mor Ifges 2(02-4 ill I' ll 

cases) is 0.23 (leve nI significtce .20), It inlln.v's 

i'rollt this povitive cnllIltoll, letw til i 1iiti.1li'Vils iiid 

iantdcililt p , c olollis tha Vifinlti l etiol
tilt ilosltNiil 


cou tit si ik lager I'l file 'IIItPl.Cl coolllts 1h1 oit 

tile oldel cooli ls: Ih lie 1,1 "e ol fle lteilt is is 3..M 

to lil[l.2 C) h ed jlld I.,50 I], .,iIt 


;ogeo -15-1); 'ilIo o he c leoh : 

til oIort 


lie lie e isittill'd 
5.01 I'ot i' . l 20-2-13:lld i I .2-I toi 1liM0onSi 

the 0ooloit ;.ct -h-P'). Ili:h is, lie c 'llimili t ll 11 

st:ihility no tile tAlo1 ;lite lR I le ci'ltllies, lilt. 


hl t illo! iproduce. i ,l illfIe liaicl .ls,
, 

l ili I . i
if lioiIn reit'e, 3 WCtexItilotl l ele c li oolliol is. 

)espite tile iiLoti ll,l te Itlll i t l s , oeJlilItile,,t'S 
just noted. it is lheessetltil: st thlilv if the ililt.lW1ces 
ICtOScoiitilii os vhichis Itl5 ;1Io t ie\illi\ eI phllsed

lt. stisuSSioill Of thitL-,C Iler il ll Il. I e itiji Iliollsh 
,iiiit-iceS ;lie hlliiIit ll Vi\I'ily ill I iliCs 3 oLid­
wlilei peltellate e xperlel'i t I ih t i hii (lls'lit-l;11,tl 
\welltV ale shiwti. Aee (vetil 15I ho ell illlltei 

alhitr:lrly, ilt it lillliit he argled thdim extelsive 
edueItjiirllol Itt;lillellt i1 etlnployioeIlt activity heIr'(). 
childteating ellires delaying (it Offsett 'llicilhearirlg 
1i1iti It least age twenty. riih per t ages iii lahles 3 

tielitiuitl . Itiutl-git 111 hows ol pproixi­i ll 
ialot'ly six peltilt liio til yoll t-em tolio S ill Korea 
to highs ill excess o[l ciodyi 'Olet eeti I'mi womtien aged
_20.1 ill ililgloIdesl. liel allllf! teile v iilllgest coo rts. 
with es'pect to whioll e ]'tedlo hi ivi e liee_'sill 

Colltrties. tie rllge telilill eitel 1i1Idill approxi­
u latiIv ilo-thiild iliCSexoti eh tifty pecettu lit il 

i[ tiooNCle tIl lilie H i\C t+ioticti+e i (i ittil
xO li 

h\ aIt' twenty. Ai tife salt lt , h r this cohort 
itci iii tlilt i e cultta cs ill Table .3 lnd 1l l of the 

ill h:ohle .11 i less ti:mt r equal ti) twenty­
ie. 1h1 Ililt h eIjitli t these litter woimiel,tXj)CliCIC 

111 itS lOtltllltHI hllplIt:lti+IS I'or oilier aspecls o!" 
thII lit , is ( llg ldults, dlif'! i subsltati ally froll 
tilit f tliose gliloips of' oilmtlt who ire ilreadhy yell­

to [ie litl hittlo process by age twenty. 

IS 
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5 Concluding Remarks
 

In this report sweliiv presented stitttes tof the 
paraneters of the first birth process for all countries for 
wlich WFS survey data are available. In oio: liscassion we 
have provided a summary desciiptjion (A tie trends iiid 
differentials in tie esti.;ired nedi:as and nan. 

We have tot :,ttellipte! to formlltate explaniations t'fr 
the trends aIL differetitials observed. EAtorts to t strirtic 
anid test explant:ory lmodels Ifollow naturally fiotti tlil 
description of tihe cliaacteristics oit' the intia- alld illet-
coutntry ififferetices. Such icuis ,f'rther amlysis might ol 
either lie sitfiin-cmuntr-. iationi ill Ol e0 lolrtIe selete(Vd 
coiunrtries or tie .!crr)ss-ciltry w:,riatirii usinug Ihese nint-
teeti ciotniiies:irigitietited ly tltheis is they uectie a.ailable. 
or both siirrces of v:riatii thiirrgh aiilM sis ol'co\arince 
(see. e.g. Ileiitaill and Masoit. 7)Till or lternativc 
approach es. 

The f'oln,,ihatimti of nI tmdels exilaininy, variation inl age 

at first birth will surely rely heavily on :he close association 
it, most cotitmtmries between ige at first marriage and age at 
first birth. Indeed. tiheories explainit g age at firsi marriage
anld age at first hirlh may hieexpected to overlap t,. a con­
siderahle extent. [le overl p shonld hIe far Imi complete,
Iwe\'er, due to the deriogiaphic alld social differences inl 
tile tWO \'siiahles, as ioted e~llier ill Ihis lepulr . 

A furthel aveniue )I rt selch mli lie tire lrtlle if the 
relitionshipp eeleeri 1itfilst birth ild t ,uhsequent 
fertility as% Ieseled hs Ill;IW:S data. Ihere has been 
re earch recenl\ rut th'is lp}ii ig dtla tout developed 

Ridtfi,l tandscietie., Ihitlrss. .aiosik,i,' 10)78; rtussell 
and Merikeir. i07,S) hihurt) dare little iesearch using, data 
fronit less dVtill, societiLes. Once ag:lill, ther is interest 
in examirittii thic niatte of tOe relhtionship and its 
changes oiver tule (l ciliorts) %stilhit particular countries 
;Ith across a set ofl couitries. 
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Appendix I 

In a few cases the observed age at first birth was implausibly calculations establish the result f'or these cohortsthal evenlow when compared with the entire age at first birth tie differences inestibated parameters are !rivial.

distribution. In these cases iiodifications were iiade, as
 
specificd in the table below.
 

In tie NUPITIAL prograot eniployed to obtain the Age at First Birth ('hatigeestimated age at first birth parail tleis, the fitted propor tion Co tiry Age o'vioman Fromi To Nuonbe ofexperiencing a first birth at tie eadiest age of first birth Women(this age is cad in on a -global parameter ca.d") isactually the "itted proportion experiencing a first birth Banitnldesh 22 0 1(0 2betore the end of that age. That is, tihe litted proportion for 31t) 10 age itcludes all agesthis below and including tile minininoo hItlolesia 3 t 0 0age specified. Thus, it lieiodel fits tie d ta perfectly ' thc modifications specified below should l:ave no el'fet Malaysia 25 11 12 1at all on the parameter estimatey. If the nodel fits tie data 27 9 13reasonably well, the modifications should have a small Sii Lank;, 2) IO 11 1effect on the estimates. The changes could affect tire esti- 31 l1 1mated paraneters only for the cohorts involved; trial 390 I 2 
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Table 1. Median Agea I First Birth, 1hyAge (ohort: All C(ountties
 
('ohori
 

Country Y.4 a2
ASIA ADPCF*0-2414 25-2 30-34 35-39 40-44 45-49ASIA ANI) PAUIFH('*
 

BangladeshN 16.8 16.5 16.s 
 I6.J 17.0 17.4 
1346 1108 7Q1 072 62t, 495
 

Fiji 22.0 20.9 20.1 
 19.8 20.0 20.2 
N 907 1049 953 735 6 16 440
 

Indonesia 19.8 19.4 18.8 
 19.1 19.5 20.2 
N 1624 1501 1414 1408 1250 
 964
 

Jordan 20.9 19.8 19.3 19.6 19.6 19.3 
N 596 709 628 543 
 435 372
 

Korea d 23.9 23.3 22.1 21.2 19.')
N 557 1172 1078 1024 869 
 675
 

Malaysia 23.2 22.3 21.0 20.1 19.7 19.7 
N 909 
 1192 1089 1115 860 897
 

Nepal 20.2 19.8 20.0 20.6 20.9 21.0 
N 1217 1136 863 733 725 518
 

Pakistan 20.2 19.9 19.3 19.3 18.3 18.8
 
N 843 913 821 624 620 503
 

Philippines d 23.3 22.5 21.7 21.5 22.2
 
N 1212 1765 1701 1673 1410 
 1191
 

Sri lanka d 24.8 22.2 21.4 20.9 20.7
 
N 912 1295 1221 1203 968 1035
 

Th:iland N 22.8 22.1 21.6 21.6 
 21.8 21.7
 
(ARIBIBAN AND 60() 746 607 601 
 580 460
 
.AT!N AMERICA
 
Oltombia 21.7 21.3 20.9 20.8 
 21.4 21.8 

N 1051 842 599 579 476 408
 
Costa Rica 22.0 22.2 21.3 21.3 21.2 22.2 

N 986 83" 653 583 448 426
 
Dominican Republic 20.8 19. 19.7 19.7 19.8 20.4 

N 659 46: 331 354 240 233
 
Guyana 20.9 
 20.4 19.4 19.8 19.3 19.8 

N 978 760 554 504 429 392
 
Jamaica 19.1 
 19.2 18.8 19.3 20.7 20.8 

N 644 506 389 383 338 
 328
 
Mexico 21.1 .
20.8 20. 20.3 20.3 20.9 

N 1707 1415 1148 1053 '20 682
 
I'anama 21.6 
 21.1 20.5 20.4 20.0 20.3 

N 872 795 730 535 405 36-

Peru 
 d 23.0 21.4 21.3 21.0 21.9 

N 895 1056 929 920 805 722 

* hIliding West Asia 

a) 'rle base (l'o tile lnlediall is all wonen in the ace coboiti equals Tiii hose surveys sl¢ w t were iiitstvicswediever inarried and ever inaiiied. lnili aiton on lst births iegiidlt's it tarital siaius)or Ialls shl ot (in those surveys
by age is obtained ftoln fle ttatemiliiv history data. Fxcepl Wheieveri-mairied vo.nen weiw llervisvsed (lie number
in those cases where maternity histories were obtained loin, used as a has in calculating tie ilediant. It alvavs equalsall woiieni (the lati Ametican and (aribbwan stvsys s. ili the innuci- ot women (roi wom ftuiiliiv data wV,'eic
tihe exception Pe , illf lllltl l1rll file sri .iV o.fs %voilel (w l em daa w iof u 11ili


the eceptiiiofl'er ormatnioniiuu CVC[ eatlicred.
oil ;iripoii siiarried by age otliaisicd riIfi lie hmuscluld listings is usetd I [ilsl lil Il experience tou ilIciuriiplcle t allow estimatiitt the calculatio uu1the unucliati1 hat it V ill fillicsiedian.if the I ire table alprioclh estimnatles iol the peiceln.b Illi Ie. m iage expetiOncilg a Ill-it birth Iy exact age 24.1) ai as 
b) Iiithose cases where the inidian talk witLle a e fllows: Koe, 44.5; the Ii1lqiiltles, 48. : Lanka, 110ititerval 20-21 yeats, ithas been calcULatcd tt:ie!a tie tab'l 48.8. '1IlesePeru, iimIuly that the unedian will fall beween
procedure. exact ages 24 anld 25 ill lie ctses ut1 Kourea. Ille i'llilippittes
c) The nuinliber of w llitell felirted ill this lable is le iLumi- aul 'etu, uld 'ill plbalily (hut noiituiecessalily) exceed
bet intervimsved ill the idividual survey. Ibis nu rili exact age 25 in lie case l*Sii Lanka. 

I)
 



Table 2. Estimates of the Mean and Standard Deviation of Age at First Birth, and [he P-Value from the (oodness of 
Fit Test, by Age Cohort: All Countries 

Country and Cohort p.value N 

ASIA AND PACIFIC' 

Bangladesh 
20-24 17.58 3.61 .000 1214 

(0.14) (0.12) 
25-29 17.18 3.19 .000 1082 

(0.10) (0.08) 
30-34 17.08 3.18 .060 772 

(0.12) (0.10) 
35-39 17.46 3.53 .253 660 

(0.14) (0.11) 
40-44 17.72 3.62 .126 605 

(0.15) (0.12) 
45-49 18.32 4.12 .331 473 

(0.19) (0.15) 

Fiji 
20-24 2457 6.15 .007 641 

(0.66) (0.43) 
25-29 22.44 5.63 .000 95I 

(0.25) (0.19) 
30-34 20.73 4.74 .000 903 

(0.17) (0.14) 
35-39 20.50 4.79 .036 707 

(0.18) (0.15) 
40-44 20.38 5.14 .001 586 

(0.21) (0.16) 
45.49 20.72 5.32 .492 412 

(0.26) (0.21) 

Indonesia 
20-24 22.78 6.71 .000 1283 

(0.46) (0.33) 
25-29 20.52 5.51 .000 1363 

(0.20) (0.17) 
30.34 19.82 5.28 .000 1324 

(0.16) (0.13, 
35-39 19.61 4.99 .000 1323 

(0.14) (0.12) 

40-44 10.12 5.21 .000 1192 
(0.15) (0.13) 

45.49 20.71 5.41 .000 875 
(0.18) (0.15) 

Jordan 
20-24 20.11 3.90 .866 509 

25-2') 
(0.33) 
20.58 

(0.26) 
4.53 .003 683 

(0.22) (0.19) 
30-34 20.08 4.53 .103 597 

(0.20) (t).18) 
35-39 20.24 4.64 .184 527 

(0.20) (0.17) 
40.44 20.08 4.8) .018 423 

(0.24) (0.20) 
45-4') 19.76 4.53 .013 358 

20 (0.24) (0.20) 



p.value N 

Korea, Republic of 
20.24 27.14 6.00 .328 309 

(1.42) (0.85) 
25-29 26.26 5.32 .011 1038 

30.34 
(0.36) 
24.30 

(0.27) 
4.18 .001 1045 

(0.15) (0.12) 
35-39 22.68 3.27 .000 1011 

(0.10) (0.08) 
40-14 21.82 3.63 .008 856 

(0.12) (0.10) 
45.49 2G.69 3.11 .928 661 

(0.12 (0.10) 
Malaysia 

20-24 24.33 6.02 .015 642 
(0.80) (0.54) 

25-29 23.94 6.22 .164 870 
(0.43) (0.34) 

30.34 22.7) 5.33 .414 752 
(0.24) (0.21) 

35-39 22.81 5.44 .013 328 
(0.33) (0.29) 

40-44 24.02 5.98 .826 108 
(0.61) (0.51) 

45-49 22.22 5.14 .194 
(0.57) (0.49) 

Nepal 
20-24 23.27 6.04 .000 

(0.54) (0.37) 
25-29 20.69 4.27 .122 1036 

(0.18) (0.!5) 
30-34 20.82 4.42 .025 821 

(0.17) (0.15) 
35-39 21.50 4.89 .668 711 

(0.19) (0.l(,) 
40-44 21.72 5.0- .107 699 

(0.19) (0.t6) 
45-49 21.92 4.58 .682 501 

(0.20) (0.17) 

Pakistan 
20-24 19.47 4.17 .099 673 

,0.27) (0.22) 
25-29 19.84 4.31 .001 830 

(0.18) (0.16) 
30-34 19.38 4.00 .617 780 

(0.15) (0.13) 
35.39 19.34 4.01 .019 596 

(0.16) (0.15) 
40-44 18.59 3.86 .302 592 

(0.15) (0.14) 
45-49 18.97 3.82 .192 490 

(0.17) (0.14) 
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,LA. Ip.vah N 

Philippines 
20-24 22.88 5.02 .492 1046 

(0.42) (0.30) 
25-29 22.91 4.98 .006 1626 

(0.19) (0.16) 
30-34 23.01 5.43 .000 1652 

(0.16) t0.14) 
35-39 22.55 5.30 .001 1631 

(0.14) (0.12) 
40-44 22.42 5.18 .000 1374 

(0.14) (0.12) 
45-49 22.95 5.37 .001 1158 

(0.16) (0.14) 

Sri Lanka 
20.24 24.71 6.82 .842 654 

(0.82) (0.56) 
25.29 25.26 8.07 .317 1099 

(0.50) (0.38) 
30-34 22.68 6.38 .044 1135 

(0.25) (0.22) 
35-39 22.63 6.75 .041 1161 

(0.21) (0.1')) 
40-44 21.63 5.85 .001 921 

(0.1')) (0.16) 
45.49 21.56 5.60 .000 1000 

(0.18) (0.15) 
Thailmnd 

20-24 22.70 5.06 .363 456 
(0.60) (0 42) 

25-2) 22.77 5.20 .009 687 
(().3()) (0.25) 

30.34 22.22 4.75 .008 588 
(0.23) (0.19) 

35.39 22.67 4.90 .007 592 
(0.21) (0.18) 

40.44 22.3) 
(0I.21I) 

-1.70 
kl, 17) 

.08.5 564 

45.49 22.38 4.43 .056 451 

('ARIBIBEAN AND (0.21 (0.17) 
1.ATIN AMI-RICA 

Colombia 
20.24 24.04 6.69 .005 529 

(0.82) (0.56) 
25-29 22.38 5.98 .000 628 

(0.3 )) (0.32) 
30.34 21.51) 4.96 .194 535 

(0.25) (0.21) 
35.39 21.70 5.58 .013 510 

(0.20) (0.22) 
40-44 22.02 5.00 .335 429 

(0.28) (0.22) 
45.49 22.51 6.15 .476 375 

(0.31) (0.25) 
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0 p.valie N 

Costa Rica 
20-24 22.77 5.23 .016 494 

(0.66) (0.,18) 
25-29 22.85 5.49 .778 627 

(0.35) (0.30) 
30.34 21.92 4.84 .967 575 

(0.24) (0.20) 
35-39 21.72 4.90 .921 513 

(0.23) (0.20) 
40-44 21.85 4.50 .669 409 

(0.22) (0.19) 
45.49 22.81 4.95 .656 393 

(0.25) (0.20) 

Dominican 
Republic 

20.24 20.86 4.54 .221 371 
(0.49) (0.38) 

25-29 20.31 4.69 .357 390 
(0.30) (0.25) 

30-34 20.69 4.91 .003 306 
(0.31) (0.26) 

35.39 20.19 4.46 .920 338 
(0.25) (0.20) 

40-44 20.31 4.95 .168 220 
(0.32) (0.27) 

45.49 21.32 5.18 .466 217 
(0.35) (0.29) 

Guyana 
20-24 21.28 4.48 .512 529 

(0.39) (0.30) 
25.29 21.10 4.53 .487 623 

(0.25) (0.21) 
30-34 20.39 4.32 .078 522 

(0.20) (0.16) 
35.39 20.42 4.70 .226 470 

(0.21) (0.18) 
40-44 20.14 4.20 .204 391 

(0.21) (0.17) 
45-49 20.70 4.59 .425 369 

(0.24) (0.20) 
Jamaica 

20-24 19.52 3.58 .707 448 

25-29 
(0.28) 
20.36 

(0.22) 
5.07 .280 447 

(0.31) (0.26) 
30-34 19.77 4.25 001 366 

(0.24) (0.20) 
35-39 20.31 4.59 .334 358 

(0.25) (0.21) 
40-44 21.44 5.47 .113 314 

(0.31) (0.26) 
45-49 21.67 5.32 .431 296 

(0.31) (0.26) 
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0d( p. aie N 

Nexico 
20-24 22.42 5.47 .015 955 

(0.43) (0.31) 
25-29 21.71 5.36 .006 1125 

(021) (0.17) 
30-34 21.26 5.00 .034 1034 

(0.19) (0.16) 
35-39 21.18 5.02 .100 985 

(0.17) (0.14) 
40-44 21.07 4.99 .179 755 

(0.18) (0.15) 
45.49 21.45 5.30 .770 627 

(0.21) (0.18) 

Panamn.a 
20-24 22.80 5.69 .092 460 

(0.70) (0.51) 
25-29 22.06 5.49 .188 657 

(0.32) (0.26) 
30-34 21.20 4.69 .261 659 

(0.21) (0.18) 
35-39 21.18 4.88 .387 505 

(0.22) (0. I() 
40-44 21.0o 4.8o .115 388 

(0.25) (0.22) 
45-49 21.22 5.27 .726 344 

(0.28) (0.24) 

Peru 
20-24 23.31 6.04 .223 770 

(0.57) (0.40) 
25-29 2).59 4.91 346 982 

(0.22) (0.19) 
30.31 21.32 5.05 .017 901 

(01.20) (0.10) 
35-39 21.36 5.01) .165 898 

(0.1S) (0.15) 
40-44 21.4, 4.97 .012 7139 

((O.18) (.15) 
45.49 21. 89 5.35 .027 697 

10.20)(0.17) 

* l uclding West Asia 

Note- Estimatcd sianatljr ei,)r s of tie estimate, are showii ini parentheses. 
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Table 3. Percentage of Women a Ilaving First Birth by Fxact Age Twenty, by Age (ohort: All Counnie 

Country 20-24 25-29 

ASIA AND PACIFIC* 

Bangladesh 80.1 8o).8 
Fiji 2'9.3 38.8 
Indonesia 50.7 55.6 
Jordan 43.5 51.0 

Korea. Republic of 0.4 6.9 
Malaysia 25.2 31.8 
Nepal 47.0 51.1 
Pakistan 48.7 50.0 
I'hilippines 22.0 25.5 
Sri Lanka 17.9 24.6 
Thailand 26.1 29.0 

CARIBBEAN AND 
LATIN AMERICA 

Colombia 36.6 37.8 
Cosla Rica 33.9 30.6 
Dominican Republic 44.0 52.0 
GCyana 39.3 44.3 
Jamaica 56.8 57.3 
Mexico 40.7 40.8 
Panama 35.8 4(1.1 
Peru 23.2 31.0 

Including West Asia 
a) The base for the pttrcetagc is dl]wo len in the age
cohorl, never married and ever married. Information on 
first bitthsisobtained from maternit history data. Except
inIhose cases where maternity histories were obtained from 

Cohort
3034 40-44 45.49 

83.6 81 8 75.) 72.0 
47.7 52.3 49.4 47.7 
58.7 58.0 55.4 47.7 
55.3 53.6 54.0 56.3 
Q.4 16.8 32.6 49.3 

41.7 .19.4 52.0 52.9 
48.8 43.8 40.4 38.6 
54.5 59.6 63.6 61.5
 
2Q.4 32.5 35.7 28.5
 
35.5 38.2 40.6 42.6 
29.6 27.6 31.2 25.7 

42.1 41.5 37.4 35.3 
37.7 37.4 36.6 26.1 
53.5 54.2 53.8 44.2 
54.3 52.0 55.7 52.6 
63.8 53.8 -13.(, 41.8
 
45.) 47.2 45.", 41.9
 
14.I 45.4 49.6 46.6 
37.0 .31.0 37.7 34.0 

all women (the Latin American and Caribbean sboveys, wilh 
the exception of Peru), information and proportions ever 
miarried by age obtained from the household listing is used 
to adjust the percentage so 'hat it aplies to all women. 
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Table 4. 1.stinn:ted Percentage of WoIlen Ilaving First Birth by -xact Age Twenty, by Age Cohort: All Coutries 

('ountry 20-24 25-29 30-34 
(Colort 

35.39 40.44 45-49 

ASIA AND PACIFIC* 

Bangladesh 79.6 84.2 84.8 81.0 79.O 73.3 
Fiji 22.9 38.5 52.2 54.5 55.8 53.0 
Indonesia 39.7 54.8 60.5 62.1 58.1 53.3 
Jordan 
Koea, Republic of 

57.8 
5.6 

53.4 
5.8 

58.2 
10.6 

56.9 
19.3 

58.2 
35.2 

60.9 
-48.2 

Malaysia 24.1 28.4 33.8 34.1 26.5 38.5 
Nepal 33.0 51.9 50.9 45.0 43.4 39.1 
Pakist.,n 63.8 60.2 64.9 65.- 71.8 69.0 
Philippines 31.4 30.9 32.5 36.! 37.0 32.6 
Sri Lanka 25.5 27.4 39.4 41.0 46.6 46.6 
Thailand 33.4 33.6 37.0 33.0 34.7 33.3 

CARIBBEAN AN) 
LATIN AM E RICA 

Colombia 29.9 40.6 44.3 45.1 42.3 40.2 
Costa Rica 33.6 33.9 40.5 42.8 39.7 31.7 
Dominican Republic 50.5 50.1 53.0 57.2 56.3 47.4 
Guyana 46.! 48.1 54.9 55.1 57.4 52.5 
Jamaica 64 I 55. ) 

61.1 56.2 47.3 44.8 
Mexico 38.1 ,14.1 47.7 48.4 .'9.4 46.6 
Panama 35.4 41.7 47.6 48.1 48.9 48.6 
Peru 32.8 44.2 44.4 47.0 45.4 42.8 
* Intcuding West Asia 
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Table S. Estimates of the Proportion of Women Who W\ill Eventuallv Hlave a First Birth. By Age Cohort: 

Countr '
 

Cohort Dominican
Colombia Custa Rica Republic Guvana 

20-24 1.06 0.92 0.91 0.92 
(0.08) (0.07) (0.07) (0.06) 


25-29 0.92 
 0.94 0.93 0.92 
(0.03) (0.03) (0.02) (0.02) 

30-34 0.94 0.92 0.906 0.96 
(0.02) (0.01) (0.02) (0.01) 

35-39 0.90 0.89 0.96 0.94 
(0.01) (0.01) (0.01) (0.01) 

40-44 0.91 0.92 0.92 0.91 
(0.01) (0.01) (0.02) (0.01) 

45-49 0.92 0.92 0.94 0.94 
(0.01) (0.01) (0.02) (0.01) 

a) 1he seven countries are those for which an "all-woman" sample is available. See text. 
Note: Estimated standard errors of the estimates are shown in parentheses. 

Seven Countries. 

Jamaica 

0.89 
(0.03) 

1.00 
(0.02) 

0.96 

(0.01) 

0.94 

(0.01) 

0.94 

(0.01) 

0.90 

(0.02) 

Mexico Panama 

1.0! 1.02 
(0.05) (0.09) 

0.94 0.99 
(0.02) (0.03) 

0.94 0.94 
(0.01) (0.01) 

0.95 0.96 
(0.01) (0.01) 

0.92 0.96 

(0.01) (0.01) 

0.92 0.95 

(001) (0.01) 



Figure !Estimates of'tie Proportion Ever H iving First Iirth, by Age Cohort: Seven Coutt ries 
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Figure 2 Median id Mean Ages at First Birth. by Age Cohort 
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A A A 
Figure 3 SCATTER OFA35.39 AGAINST ,/(20-24 -AA35-39) 
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