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Sri Lanka

INTRODUCTION

This profile of the population of Sri Lanka contains tables
of selected demographic information, including size of popu-
lation, and estimates of fertility and mortality. Specifically,
annual estimates of total population are shown beginning in
195G, An adjusted distribution of the population by age and
sex is given for the latest census year, as well as for 1976.
Projections of the number of women of childbearing age
are shown fc. each year to 1985,

Fertility measures shown in the profile include crude
birth rates, age-specific fertility rates, and gross and net
reproduction ratez. Mortality is shown in terms of crude
death rates, life expectancy at birth, intant mortality rates,

and selected life table values by age and sex.
Also presented is summary information on familv plan-

ning, urban population, marital status, and some data from
which past migration can be inferred. Other related items
are included that are not strictly demographic, such as num-
ber ard size of households; eduzational attainment; school
enrollment; labor force by industry, occupation, and status:
and some other selected indicators.

SOURCES AND QUALITY OF DATA

Data for this profile were obtained prisiarily from the
March 20, 1953, July 8, 1963, and October 9, 1971, popu-
lation censuses, and from Sri Lanka’s vital registration
system. The adjusted age-sex distribution of the 1971 census
was derived from an analysis of preliminary census results
based on a 10-percent sample tabulation (see table 1). Al-
though final census results, by age and sex, have since be-
come available, differences in the finzl and sample distribu-
tions were minimal and thus no changes were made in the
adjusted census distribution. Other census data shown in this
profile are from a final tabulation of all census returns unless
stated otherwise. The quality of the age-sex distributions
from these censuses would be described as fairly unreliable
based on scores of the United Nations Age-Sex Accuracy
Index of 33, 29, and 26 for 1953, 1563, and 1971, resnec-
tively. Limitations of this index include the failure to take
account of the expected decline in the sex ratios with in-
creasing age, of real fluctuations due to migration, war, and
epidemic, and of normal fluctuations in births and deaths.
The U.N. Age-Sex Accuracy Index is primarily a measure
of net age misreporting, and for the most part does not
measure net coverage error. The results of the 1953 Post
Enumeration Survey indicated a small net underenumeration
of 0.7 percent for the total population. By applying selected
analytical techniques to the age-sex data and using adjusted

births and deaths, the 1971 census distributions were ad-
justed for possible age misreporting and net coverage error
(see table 2 for adjusted census ;.opulation). The estimated
net (percent} underenumeration for the total population
and the population under age 10, by sex, in 1971 are shown
below:

Sex All ages Under age 10
Both.o.veoruann 1.0 2.9
Male.ieevoeeenss 1.0 3.0
Female.......... 1.0 2.9

The 1963 census total population was adjusted at the Bureau
of the Census based on the adjusted 1953 and 1971 census
total populations, and on adjusted births, deaths, and net
migration from 7953 to 1971 (see below and table 3), indi-
cating a net underenumeration of 1.0 percent.

Official evaluations of the completeness of Sri Lanka’s
birth and death registration in 1953 and 1967 were employed
to adjust the registration data for 1950 to 1974 (see tables
1 and 3). Births and deaths are officially tabulated by vear of
registration rather than by year of occurrence. The time lag
between occurrence and registration was officially estimated
in 1967 as follows:

Percent Registered

Delay in months

Births Deaths
Otol........0ee... 52,8 79.2
l to2....0iiinnn.. 31.7 16.2
2 to 3.t 15.5 4.6

Source: Sri Lanka, 1970, p. 17,

Since these delays are not severe, and since measures of these
delays are available for only one point in time, this factor
was not taken into account in the adjustment of annual
births and deaths.

The user is urged to consider all data in the context of
the source notes which describe how the figures were derived.
Complete documentation, including worksheets and other
notes on all sources considered, is maintained in the Popula-
tion Division. The user who has special interest in the data
is invited to correspond with the Population Division for
further details as well as to offer comments.



Glossary

(Following are definitions of terms as used in the tables and the notes of this profile)

Active users. Persons using methods of contraception at
a given point in time.

Age pattern of fertility. The percent distribution of a
set of age-specific fertility rates. It expresses the relative
contribution of each age group to total fertility.

Age-specific fertility rate. The number of births during
1 year to women in a given 5-year age group per 1,000
women in the same age group (based on midyear pcpulation).

Age-specific marital fertility rate. The number of births
to married wemen in a given age group per 1,000 married
women in the same age group.

Birth rate. The number of births during 1 year per 1,000
persons {based on midyear population). Also called crude
birth rate.

Children ever born. The number of live births a woman
has had, regardless of the woman’s present or past marital
status and regardless of whether the children are now living
or dead, or living with or away from the mother.

Cohort. A group of individuals who experience the same
event in the same calendar period, such as the same year cf
birth or marriage.

Component method. A method of projecting the size of
a population by age and sex, in which separate assumptions
are made concerning the future fertility, mortality, and mi-
gration rates of the pqpulation.

Crude birth rate. See birth rate.
Crude death rate. See death rate.

Death rate. The number of deaths during 1 year per
1,000 persons (based on midyear population). Also called
crude death rate.

Ever-married women. All women who are now, or who
have been, married. The category includes the currently
married, those living in consensual unions, and the widowed,
divorced, or separated.

Grozs reproduction rate. The average number of daugh-
ters born per woman in a group of waomen passing through
the childbearing years and experiencing a given set of age-
specific fertility rates. This rate impiicitly assumes that all
the women live to the end of the childbearing years. (See
also net reproduction rate.)

Growth rate. The annual increase (or decrease) to the
population resulting from a surplus or deficit of births over
deaths ard a surplus or deficit of migrants into or out of the
country, 2xpressed as a percentage of the base population.

Infant mortality rate. The number of deaths of children
under 1 year of age per 1,000 live births in a calendar year.

Life expectancy at birth. The average number of years to
be lived by persons born in a cer ain ‘ear if mortality rates
for each age group remain constant in the future.

Median age of childbearing. The midpoint age that
separates the younger half of all women giving birth in a
given year from the oider half.

Net reproduction rate. A refinement of the gross repro-
duction rate that allows for mortality of women from birth
to the end of their reproductive years.

New acceptors. Persons accepting methods of contracep-
tion from family planning systems, including clients accept-
ing contraceptive services for the first time; clients changing
to another service organization; clients changing to a dif-
ferent contraceptive method; and clients resuming acceptance
of contraceptive services after a lapse of 1 year.

Rate of natural increase. The annual increase {or decrease)
to the population resulting from a surplus or deficit of
births over dea‘hs, expressed as a percentage of the midyear
population. The natural increase of the population does not
include the migration of persons into or out of the country.

Sex ratio at birth. The number of male births for each
female birth.

Total fertility rate (TFR). The average number of chiidren
that would be born per woman if all women lived {o the end
of their childbearing years and bore children according to a
given set of age-specific fertility rates. It is five times the
sum of the age-specific fertility rates, divided by 1,000.

United Nations Age-Sex Accuracy Index. An index de-
veloped by the United Nations to measure irregularities in
age distributions in 5-year age groups. Index values of less
than 20 usually describe “reasonably reliable’ age distribu-
tions, values betvieen 20 and 40 “fairly unreliable’ age dis-
tributions, and values over 40 ‘quite unreliable” age dis-
tributions. The United Nations states that although high
test scores may reflect actual irregularities in the age data
caused by past demographic fluctuations or international
migrations, usually, to a larger extent, they reflect errors in
the age data.



Table 1. ESTIMATES AND PROJECTIONS OF MIDYEAR POPULATION: 1950 TO 1976

(In thousands)

Year Population | Year Population | Year Population
ESTIMATES ESTIMATES--Con. ESTIMATES--Con,

1950, 0cennncens 7,533 1960...000vensee 9,879 1970, 0evvcnnnns 12,532
1951.00vieeinnees 7,752 1961.uiivnnneans 10,152 1971.0ievecsnnne 12,776
1952, iiiarasnese 7,982 1962..cveeeesese 10,422 1972 ciiesnnnsna 13,011
1953, c.0acaencnes 8,221 1963..c0ivivenes 10,687 1973, c0ciennness 13,239
1954, 0eanenenes 8,457 1964, 0eieeiacnes 10,942 1974, 0 iieennneas 13,443
1955, c0cenncnans 8,679 1965.ccvievnsnass 11,202 PROJECTIONS

1956000 ececenncns 8,898 1966, 000vsvencse 11,470

1957 . vieecinness 9,129 1967 iievnecness 11,737 1975.0ci0ieenens 13,646
1958, 0eviecnnass 9,362 1968...c0eiecens 12,010 19760ceciiieceas 13,856
1959, iieecseness 9,610 1969. . cvecnnans 12,275

Source: The 1950 to 1974 estimates are based on results of the 1953, 1963, and 1971 population
censuses, adjusted for net underenumeration of 0,7 percent, 1,0 percent, and 1.0 percent, re-
spectively, adjusted annual estimates of births anc deaths (see table 3), and estimated net
migration figures for the years 1950 to 1974, Official annual estimates of net migration (Sri Lanka,
1974d, table 42 and Sri Lanka, 1974a, table XXVII) were adjusted for consistency with the
adjusted intercensal growth rate, 1953 to 1971, The 1953 adjusted census total was based on the
results from the 1953 Post Enumeration Survey (Sri Lanka, 1953). The 10 percent sample results
of the 1971 census were adjusted at the Bureau of the Census by a cohort analysis of the 1953,
1963, and 1971 censuses, by age and sex, using registered births and deaths adjusted for under-
registration (see table 3) and estimakes of net migration for the 1961 to 1971 period, and
assuming certain trends of the sex ratios in each age cohort during the 1953 to 1971 period.
The 1963 census total population was adjusted at the Bureau of the Census based on the adjusted
1953 and 1971 census total populations, and on adjusted births, deaths, and net migration from
1953 to 1971,

The 1975 to 1976 population figures were projected by the component method. The base of the pro-
jections was a 1974 midyear population, by age and sex, which had been derived b moving forward
the adjusted 1971 census population, by age and sex, using adjusted annual estimates of births
and deaths and estimated net migration figures for 1971 to 1974 (Sri Lanka, 1974a, table XXVII
and Peiris, 1977). Annual net migration,by age and sex, for 1971 to 1974 was estimated sep-
arately for Indian Tamil emigration and for non-Indian Tamil net migration (see migration assump-
tions below). The age-sex pattern of morcality from the estimated 1970 to 1972 life table (see
table 5) was used to estimate the age-sex distribution of annuval deaths from 1971 to 1974.
Assumptions for the 1975 to 1976 projections were as follows:

Fertility: The total fertility rate (TFR) of 3.70 in 19/4 decreased to 3.41 in 1976, a
drop of 8 percent, This TFR was obtained by a graphical extrapolation following the same rate
of decline exhibited by the 1971 and 1974 TFR's (from 4.20 to 3,70, respectively), See Appendix
table A-2 for age-specific fertility rates.

Mortality: Life expectancies at birth were assumed to increase from 60 years to 61 years
for males and from 63 years to 64 years for females from 1974 to 1976, The 1976 levels were
obtained by graphical extrapolation considering past trends in mortality exhibited by life
tables for the periods 1962 to 1964 and 1970 to 1972, and each year, 1972 to 1974 (see table &
for discussion and Appendix table A-3 for life expectancies at birth),

migration: The Indo-Ceylon Pact, signed October 30, 1964, provided for the repatriation
to India of Indian Tamils then resident in Sri Lanka, It has been officially estimated that
237,413 Indian Tamils have been repatriated to India between October 1964 and December 1976
(Peiris, 1977). Based on the total Indian Tamil migration through 1976 and trends in non-Indian
Tamil migration prior to 1970 (Sri Lanka, 1974d, table 41), and in total migration through 1974
(see sources above), the Bureau of the Census estimated a total net migration of ~34,245 for
each year, 1975 and 1976 (-29,245 Indian Tamils and -5,000 other), Annual estimates of Indian
Tamil emigration since 1971 were distributed by age and sex according to the distribution of
Indian Tamils in the 1971 census (Sri Lanka, 1975, table 9). Non-Indian Tamil net migrants fqr
the same years were distributed by age and sex according to the average distribution of immi-
grants to Canada from Sri Lanka in the calendar years 1970 through 1974 (Canada, 1971, table 9;
Canada, 1972, table 9; Canada, 1974, table 9; Canada, 1975a, table 4; Canada, 1975b, table &),



Table 2. ESTIMATED AND PROJECTED POPULATION BY AGE AND SEX: OCTOBER 1971

(In thousands. Figures may not add to totals due to rounding)

Adjusted census, October 1971! | Projected population, midycar 1976

Age

Both sexes Male } Femnle | Both sexes Male Female

All 8geSeuevevse-nas 12,840 6,565 6,275 13,856 7,051 6,805

0 to &4 YearS.veevoceseass 1,781 903 878 1,722 875 847
5 t0 9 yearsSieecveacesnse 1,697 859 827 1,703 865 839
10 to 14 years.... vie... 1,570 794 776 1,645 833 812
15 €0 19 years...eeeees.. 1,393 702 691 1,529 774 755
20 t0 24 JearS.......... . 1,167 582 585 1.344 677 667
25 to 29 yearS..ecesosene 988 492 496 1,130 565 566
30 to 34 years...... ceree 796 398 399 941 468 473
35 to 39 yearS..eeeecee.s 689 349 340 766 382 385
40 to 44 yvears...vvuisqeas 634 331 303 659 332 326
45 to 49 years.....veeuse 543 289 255 600 311 289
50 to 54 years...... ceven 434 233 201 511 268 242
55 to 59 years......... - 353 192 161 403 213 189
60 to 64 years......... .o 281 156 125 315 169 146
65 to 69 years...... ceean 216 121 95 241 132 109
70 to 74 years...... cenas 148 83 65 172 95 77
75 to 79 years......... .o 82 45 38 107 58 49
80 years and over....... . 67 35 32 69 35 34

'For unadjusted census figures see appendix table A-1,

Source: See note to table 1,
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Table 3. ESTIMATED AND PROJECTED VITAL RATES FOR SELECTED YEARS: 1953 TO 1976

Rate of

Year Births Deaths natural Growth

per 1,000 per 1,000 increase rate

population population (percent) (percent)
1953 s e rerannrnennnnes b4 12 3.2 3.0
1963, i iiiinvenncarananes 35 9 2.6 2.4
1971.,..... cesseans N 30 8 2.2 1.8
1972, e iitieriineenns 30 8 2,2 1.8
1973...... crraseaens creasas 28 8 2.0 1.6
1974....... crrereiereenans 28 9 1.8 1.4
1976....... Ceeseenennan vese 26-27 9 1.7-1.8 1.5-1.6

Source: Crude birth and death rates for 1953 to 1974 were based on registered births and
deaths tabulated by year of registration (Sri Lanka, 1974a, tables VIII and XIV, Sri Lanka,
1974c, p. 116, and Sri Lanka, 1976, table 5.,3), adjusted for underregistration, and adjusted
midyear populations (see table 1). The officially estimated underregistration of births and
deaths for 1953 was 12 percent and 11 percent, respectively (Sri Lanka, 1953, p. 18), and 1 per-
cent and 5 percent, respectively (Sri Lanka, 1970, p. 17), for 1967. Registered births and
deaths for 1963 were adjusted at the Bureau of the Census for 2 percent and 7 percent underreg-
istration, respectively, by assuming a continuous rate of improvement between the official
estimates in 1953 and 1967. For each year, 1971 to 1974, registered births and deachs were
adjusted at the Bureau of the Census for 1 percent and 4 percent underregistration, respectively,
Births were adjusted by assuming a constant level in underregistration from 1967 to 1974,

Deaths were adjusted for underregistration by extrapolating, to 1974, the continuous rate of
improvement in underregistration from 1953 to 1967.

The range in vital rates for 1976 is implied by alternate component population projections.
These projections assume that the total fertility rate (TFR) of 3.70 in 1974 declined to 3.48 in
1976 for the upper bound, a drop of 6 percent obtained by graphical extrapolation of the trend
in the TFR's for 1973 and 1974 (3.80 and 3,70, respectively). The lower-bound projection
assumes a decline of the total fertility rate to 3.35 in 1976, a drop of 10 percent under the
1974 level obtained by graphical extrapolation of the trend in the TFR's for 1972 and 1974 (4,10
and 3.70, respectively). Considering past trends and allowing for annual fluctuations in fer-
tility, it is considered that these assumptions present a reasonable range within which the
actual fertility level may fall.

For mortality and migration assumptions, see table 1, A crude birth rate of 26, a crude
death rate of 9, and a growth rate of 1.5 for 1976 are consistent with the projection series in
table 1.

Rates of natural increase were calculated from unrounded crude birth and death rates. They
may not equal the difference between the crude birth and death rates shown due to rounding.

Growth rates include estimates of net international migration (see discussion in table 1).



Table 4. ESTIMATED INFANT MORTALITY RATE AND LIFE EXPECTANCY AT
BIRTH FOR SELECTED YEARS: 1953 TO 1973

Life

Infant deaths expectancy

Year per 1,000 Year at birth

live births (years)

1953...!'..!.ll'..l..l.l' 74 1953.."...0..........'. 58

1962 to 1964....c0000uuu. 55 1962 to 1964....iienicns 63

1971......... Ceeesesnenna 46 1970 to 1972, ,..0vuvnnns 64
1972.......... tesaesennns 46
1973lll..ll.l...ul."..'l 47

Source: Data for 1953 and 1962 to 1964 were calculated fromofficial 1ife tables as
reported in Sri Lanka, 1965, pp., 21-26, The infant mortality rates for 1953 and
1962-64 were derived by using q, values, by sex, and a sex ratio at birth of 1,04,
The infant mortality rates for 1971 to 1973 are based on registered infant deaths,
adjusted for underregistration at the Bureau of the Census according to the same
estimated completeness as total deaths for each year (see table 3), and registered
births adjusted for underregistration (see table 3),

The 1970 to 1972 life tables were derived from estimates of average age-sex-specific
death rates for 1970 to 1972. These rates were based on adjusted total and infant
deaths, by sex, for 1970 to 1972; an average of the age-sex-specific mortality
patterns for 1967 and 1968 (United Nations, 1970, table 44, and United Nations, 1974,
table 16); and the adjusted age-sex census distribution (see table 2).



Table 5. ESTIMATED LIFE TABLE VALUES, BY SEX: 1970 TO 1972

In stationary population

Annual number of
deaths per 1,000
persons occurring

Age interval
between age x and

Number of persons
living at exact

Number of persons
living between
age x and age

Average number
of years of life
remaining for
those alive at

age x + n age x X +n exact age x
1000 _m 1 L e

(x to x+n) n x x n'x b
MALE
Under 1 yearis.evieeveseons 57.1 100,000 95,630 62,9
1 to 4 years..eveeenvnnunnnn 7.6 94,541 371,679 65.5
D to 9 years..iiieieeiennaan 2.1 91,728 456,232 63.4
10 £o 14 yearS...e.v.eess.s 1.3 90, 765 452,389 59.1
15 to 19 years...cevvuans .. 1.6 90,191 449,189 54.4
20 to 24 years..iiiieienann 2,1 89,485 445,112 49.8
25 to 29 years....iavieenns 2,5 88,559 440,090 45,3
30 to 34 years,...... ceneee 3.2 87,477 433,955 40.9
35 to 39 years.......e.v0.n 4,1 86,105 426,148 36.5
40 to 44 years..iiievinann. 5.4 84,354 416,141 32,2
45 to 49 years........ cenen 7.8 82,103 402,671 28.0
50 to 54 years.......... cee 10.9 75,966 384,336 24,0
55 £0 59 YEATSe..0ensenenns 15.1 74,769 360,227 20,2
60 to 64 years......veenn. . 23,1 69,322 327,679 16.6
65 tu 69 years.......e.0.0e 33.6 61,749 284,855 13.3
70 to 74 years...eveeeannes 50,0 52,193 231,951 10,3
75 t0 79 yearS.iieeieceanees 86.1 40,588 166,977 7.6
80 years and over......ieue 186.5 26,203 140,518 5.4
FEMALE
Under 1l year..v.vevuiesoenes 47.4 100,000 96,288 65.8
1 to 4 years.vieiveenneenns 8.6 95,434 374,210 68.0
5 t0 9 years.iiieieaienssana 2.1 92,220 458,644 66,3
10 to 14 years..veeeeeeseas 1.1 91,238 454,939 62.0
15 to 19 years.vvevivenseess 1.5 90,738 452,004 57.3
20 to 24 years...i.vieeeea . 1.9 90,064 448,191 52,7
25 to 29 years...oiiiieness 2.4 89,213 443,424 48.2
30 to 34 years,...... eenene 3.0 83,157 437,515 43,7
35 to 39 years...... e 3.5 86,849 430,457 39.4
40 to 44 years......vi0vun. 3.9 85,334 422,538 35.0
45 to 49 years....iveuiennn 4,9 83,682 413,375 30,7
50 to 54 YEATS....reevsenns 6.7 81,668 401,635 26.3
55 to 59 years............ . 9.9 78,985 385,351 22,2
60 to 64 years...... N 16,5 75,155 360,862 18,2
65 to 69 years....... ceeeen 27.8 69,190 323,453 14.5
70 to 74 YeArS..veviernenns 42,7 60,191 271,953 11,3
75 £0 79 YEATS.vrurersenn. 69.0 48,590 207,220 8.4
80 vears and over.......... 170.4 34,298 201,282 5.9

Source: See table 4 for detailed source note.



Table 6. PROJECTED NUMBER OF WOMEN OF CHILDBEARING AGE: 1971, AND 1975 TO 1985

(Midyear population in thousands. Figures may not add to totals due to rounding)

All women,

Year 15 to 49} 15 to 19|20 to 24 |25 to 29|30 to 34| 35 to 39| 40 to 44| 45 to 49

years years years vears years years years years
1971, i iii i iiiaeenens 3,052 687 582 493 397 338 301 254
L 3,376 743 650 549 458 371 321 283
19760 ieiiieennnnennes 3,461 755 667 566 473 385 326 289
19770eieneinnes ceetaaenan 3,547 766 684 583 488 400 332 294
1978....... Ceersesrentaan 3,634 776 700 600 503 415 340 300
1979 i iiiiis 3,721 785 715 617 519 431 349 305
1980.......... teseeaenane 3,808 793 729 634 535 446 361 311
1981....... Cerieeesrsanan 3,895 800 741 652 552 461 374 316
1982, . iviviinnnnn, ceaes 3,982 805 753 669 569 475 389 322
1983....... eserens . 4,067 809 763 685 586 491 404 330
1984,........ ereenan vees 4,152 811 772 700 603 506 420 339
1985, ittt iiiiinincnanss 4,235 813 779 714 621 523 435 351

Source: Projection based on the 1971 adjurted cernsus bopulation (see table 2). Assumptions were as
follows:

Fertility: Assumptions regarding fertility have no effect on the number of women in these ages,

Mortality: Life expectancy at birth for women was assumed to increase from 63 years in 1970 to 68
years in 1985,

Migration: See table 1 for migration assumptions for 1971 through 1976, Tt has been officially
estimated that 334,186 Indian Tamils residing in Sri Lanka will be repatriated to India over a 15 to 20 year
period commencing on January 1, 1977 (Peiris, 1977). The projection of the female population was made at
the Bureau of the Census assuming an annual net migration of ~13,126 for females from 1977 through 1985
(-10,766 Indian Tamil migrants and -2,360 for the remainder of the population), and the same age-sex dis-
tributions explained in the migration assumptions for table 1.

Table 7. ESTIMATED AGE-SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES AND SELECTED DERIVED MEASURES:
1953, 1963, AND 1971

Births per 1,000 women

Age Derived measures

1953 1963 1971 1953 1963 1971
15 to 19 years......... 77 53 43 Total fertility rate
20 to 24 years....... - 290 230 177  per woman........v.es 5.95 5.10 4,20
25 to 29 years........ . 330 282 229 Gross reproduction
30 to 34 years......... 275 242 202 rate per woman...,.... 2,91 2,50 2,06
35 to 39 years...i.eun 168 159 140 Net reproduction rate
40 to 44 years....... . 43 46 43  per woman.,..... ceene 2,34 2.16 1.81
45 to 49 years.,..... e 8 7 7 Sex ratio at birth.... 1,04 1,04 1.04

Source: Totsl and age-specific fertility rates for 1953, 1963, and 1971 were derived from official rates
reported in Sri ;Lanka, 1974c, pp. 10 and 17. These rates were adjusted at the Bureau of the Census for
consistency witl] the adjusted crude birth rates and adjusted midyear populations, by age and sex (see tables
1 and 3). See Appendix table A-2 for 1974 rates,

The sex ratios at birth for 1953, 1963, and 1971 were calculated from officially reported births by sex.

The gross reproduction rates are based on the total fertility rates and sex ratios at birth,

The net reproduction rates were calculated using the estimated age-specific fertility rates, the sex
ratio at birth, and L values for females from official life tables for 1953 and 1962 to 1964 and life

tables calculated at the Bureau of the Census for 1970 to 1972 (see Appendix table A-3 for life expectancies
at birth).
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rable 8. EVER-MARRIED WOMEN, AGES 15 TO 49 YEARS, BY NUMBER OF CHILDREN EVER BORN: 1971

(In thousands,

Figures may not add to totals due to rounding)

Number of children ever born Average
Age number of
& 7 or | children
Total 0 1 2 3 4 5 6 more | per woman

All women,
15 to 49 years... 1,589 32 236 240 221 194 168 142 356 4,3
15 to 19 years.iivivensss 37 6 24 6 1 (z) (z) - - 1.0
20 to 24 years...eeveene 219 10 87 68 35 13 4 1 1 1.9
25 to 29 years.......... 300 6 56 66 64 51 32 16 10 3.0
30 to 34 years...eeeeens 277 3 28 39 45 46 £2 34 42 4,2
35 to 39 years...eceuese 303 3 17 27 34 37 40 39 105 5.4
40 to 44 years.vee.vuo.. 235 2 12 18 23 25 27 28 100 5.8
45 to 49 years......... . 218 2 11 16 19 22 25 25 99 6.0

- Represents zero,
Z Less than 500.

Note: Tigures are from a 10-percent sample tabulation of census returns.
reporting number of children ever born.

Source: Sri Lanka, 1974b, table 21,

Table 9. DiSTRIBUTION OF BIRTHS, BY
ORDER OF BIRTH: 1969 TO 1970

(Figures do not add to total due tn rounding)

Birth order Percent !

All orders......vevvene 100,0
Ist birth...ieiviviviverenens 22,7
2nd birth,eieeieeennnenennes 19.3
3rd birth.......o... crereaaas 13.3
Gth birth..e..eiereirncnnnes 12,2
Sth birth....i.vieeeerrennenne 7.8
6th birth....ovevviennrannne . 8.4
7th birth........... N 5.9
8th birth,....... s eietrennas 4,0
9th birth..v.eevreenn, 2,9
10th birth and over....... ‘e 3.6
Median birth order........ ve 3.1

They exclude 297,476 women not

!The base of the percentages is the number
of births of known order.

Note: These data refer to live births

which were reported as occurring during the 12
calendar months immediately preceding the date
of the Socio-Economic Survey of Ceylon, Novem-
ber 1969 to October 1970,

Source: Fernando, 1974, p. 452,
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Table 10. PERCENT DISTRIBUTION OF WOMEN, AGES 15 TO 49 YEARS, 8Y MARITAL STATUS: 1971

(Figures may not add to totals due to rounding)

Age Legally | Consensually Divorced or
Total Single | married married Widowed separated

All women, 15 to 49 years...... 100.0 37.6 48,3 10,7 2.7 0.6

15 to 19 years...sevseesnsnnnsernnnss 100.0 89.4 7.9 2.5 0.1 0.1
20 to 24 years.,...... Ceresrasasrenes 100,0 53.2 38.2 7.7 0.5 0.5
25 to 29 years....... Ceseesrenianasns 100.0 24,6 62.0 11.4 1,2 0.8
30 to 34 yearS.s.seeieetecorearananas 100,0 10.9 71,6 14,3 2.3 0.9
35 to 39 years.ie.ieierionnenses ceseen 100,0 5.8 71.7 17.3 4.3 1.0
40 to 44 years...i.eviienirenracenns .e 100,0 4,7 70,2 16,7 7.5 1.0
45 t0 49 YearsS...eveieciencoennnes e 100.0 4,1 65.6 17.9 11.5 0.9

Note: The base of the percentages 1s the number of women of known marital status in each age group.

Source: Sri Lanka, 1975, table 8.

Table 11. MEASURES OF AGE AT MARRIAGE
FOR WOMEN: 1971

Minimum legal age at
marriagel,........ Ceerreanee 12 years

Age by which 25 percent

have ever married...... veres 19 years
Age by which 50 percent

have ever married......ccess 23 years
Age by which 75 percent

have ever married........... 27 years

!The minimum legal age at marriage is 12
years for most female citizeus of Sri Lanka.
For the Europeans and Burghers, who together
constitute approximately 0.3 percent of the
total population, the minimum legal age at
marriage is l4 years for femal:s. For the
Muslims, who constitute approximately 7.1
percent of the total population, there is no
winimum legal age at marriage. However, no
marriage contracted by a Muslim girl who has
not attained the age of 12 years can be reg-
istered under the Marriage Ordinance unless it
is authorized by a Quazi., All citizens of Sri
Lanka, except Muslims, below the age of 21
years require the consent of parents or guard-
ians for marriage.

Source: Legal age at marriage from
Abhayaratne, 1967, pp. 245-246, and Peiris,
1977,

Percent of women ever married was derived
from data reported in Sri Lanka, 1975, table 8,
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Table 12. NUMBER OF NEW ACCEPTORS AND ACTIVE USERS OF CONTRACEPTION. AND USERS AS A PERCENT

OF MARRIED WOMEN, AGES 15 TO 49 YEARS, BY METHOD, FOR SELECTED YEARS: 1966 TO 197

(Numbers in thousands. Figures may not add to totals due t> rounding)

4

New acceptors Active users

Method Percent

Number | of married

1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 | 1973! | women 19732

All methods,... 15.0 36,7 43,3 54,5 55.3 48,9 70,1 95.3 118.2 190.0 10.0

Oral contraceptives., 2.0 8.9 16,0 25.3 26.9 25.8 32.3 34,2 32,0 40,0 2.1

IUDS e eevinrennnnnnen 9.0 18.5 20.6 19,5 15.8 11,4 18.06 27.5 30.0 35.0 1.8
Sterilization,

femaleoveesrensenne 3.0 3.6 3.9 2.¢ 5.0 4,3 9.6 .2 34.9 55.0 2,9

Other,............... 1.0 5.7 2,7 6.8 7.6 7.3 9.6 13,3 321.3 60,0 3.2

'As of December 31,

2Includes women in consensual unions,

3Includes 7,300 reported male sterilizations,

Source: New acceptor data for 1966 are from Nortman, 1971, table 13; for 1967, from Nortman, 1972, table 13;
for 1968, from Nortman, 1973, table 13; for 1969, from Nortman, 1i‘74, table 16; for 1970, from Nortman, 1975,
table 16; for 1971 to 1973, from Nortman and llofstatter, 1976, tabl: 16; and for 1974, from U.S. Agency for
International Development, no date, p. 8l. Active user data for 19,3 are from Nortman, 1975, table 22. Married
women for 1973 were estimated at the Bureau of the Census by applying the percent of women, ages 15 to 49 years,
who were legally and consensually married in 1971 (table 10) to the projected number of total women in the same

ages for 1973 (1,898,000).

Table 13. PERCENT LITERATE, AGES 15 YEARS AND OVER, BY SEX: 1971

Age Both sexes Male Female

Total, 15 years and over, 77.6 86,0 68.5
15 to 24 YCArSiseeereerecerevenns 86.9 89.6 84.1
25 L0 34 YeATS.eeververeneornnn 83.7 90,7 76.4
35 years and OVCT.u.irereonnans 67.4 81.2 51.6

Note: Literacy is defined as the ability to read and write, with understanding, a
simple paragraph pertaining to everyday life (Sri Lanka, 1974c, p. 51).

Source: Sri Lanka, 1975, table 12,

Table 14. PERCENT OF POPULATION, AGES 5 TO 19 YEARS, ENROLLED IN
SCHOOL, BY SEX: 1971

Age Both scxes Male Female

Total, 5 to 19 years.,... 56.3 58.0 54,5
S o9 yearS.e it eninnans 60.9 61,6 60,2
10 to 14 years..veveeernenennns 69.8 72,2 67.4
15 to 19 years.veee cveneeensnes 34,5 36.5 32.4

Note: Enrollment includes those persons who attended regular classes at a school
or other cducational institution during May - June 1971 (Nadarajah, 1976, p. 180).

Source: Sri Lanka, 1975, tables 7 and 13,
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Table 15. PERCENT OF POPULATION, AGES 15 YEARS AND OVER, WHO HAVE COMPLETED SCHOOL.
BY LEVEL AND SEX: 1971

Percent who have completed at least

Primary school

Secondary school

Higher level

Age
Both Both Both
sexes Male Female sexes Male Female sexes Male Female
Total, 15 years and
OVeYyeasaesossonsas 53.9 59.6 44,8 7.2 7.7 6.6 0.5 0.7 0.3
15 to 24 years....eveeesas 67.4 69.8 65.0 7.6 7.5 7.7 0.1 0.1 0.1
25 to 34 years..eeeveeenas 60.2 66.5 53.6 11.5 12,2 10.8 1.3 1.6 0.9
35 years and over......... 40,6 49.1 30.8 4,7 5.7 3.6 0.5 0.8 0.2

Note:

Primary education is defined as passing at least grade 5; secondary education as passing at least

6 subjects for the Generil Certificate of Education (GCE), O level; and higher education as having at least
a degree or the equivalent.

Source:

Table 16. PERCENT OF POPULATION ECONOMICALLY ACTIY'E, BY AGE AND SEX: 1971

Sri Lanka, 1975, tables 7, 14 apn«. 15,

Age Male Female | Age Male Female
Tota’, 10 years and over... 68.5 26,0 35 to 39 years......... certesiaae 97.5 32.9

40 to 44 years..... ceneeees eeen 96.8 30.8

10 to 14 years.eeeeeenes.. ceiaes 6.0 4,0 45 to 49 years...iovieiiiinnnns . 95.7 29,5
15 to 19 years....... rereceaenas 48,3 26,7 50 to 54 years...iveeeeneneneos . 92.3 24,7
20 t0 24 YeArSesicresreanrncnenans 88.9 43,1 55 to 59 yearr....ueevierinnns . 8l.1 17.6
25 to 29 years........ erseraas . 96.9 40.2 60 to 64 years...eeeeeveeeveans . 66,2 11.0
30 to 34 years......... Ceeianane 97.7 35.2 65 years and OVeT......v.... 42,6 5,6

Note: The economically active population is defined as all persons aged 10 years or over who: were

engaged in any kind of work for pay or profit on a regular or seasonal basis, including unpaid family

workers engaged in profit-making activities at least an average of 3 hours per day, and excluding those

engaged in housekeeping; were looking for work for the first time: were unemployed but actively seeking em-
ployment; or were available for work but not actively seeling employment because they felt that no work was
available.

Source:

Sri Lanka, 1975, table 16,
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Table 17. DISTRIBUTION OF LABOR FORCE, BY SEX AND INDUSTRY: 1971

(Figures may not add to totals due to rounding)

Industry Both sexes Male Female
PERCENT!

All industries..e..viveeeeseann ceessaeas 100.0 100.0 100.0
Agriculture, forestry, hunting and fishing.. 54,8 51.6 65.7
Mining and quarrying......... Cheseresaseenas 0.4 0.5 0.1
Manufacturing..e.eeasvoesaenons ettt ireecans 10.2 9.3 13.0
Construction......... Cettesesaacaanens ceeaes 3.1 4,0 0.2
Electricity, gas, water, and

SANLLATY SETVICES..uuverreoeensnans Cennrees 0.3 0.4 (z)
Wholesale and retail trade, rpstaurants

and hotels......... cretirienes Ceeienanaas . 10.3 12,5 3.1
Transport, storage and communlcatlon........ 5.4 6.8 0.4
Community, social and personal services..... 14.8 14,0 17.3
Finance, insurance, real estate and

business servicesS.....eeecnvriesss cieaeans . 0.7 0.9 0.2
NUMBER (in thousands)
Total classified WOrkerS.e..veeveenererenaaas 3,335 2,572 763
Workers not classified by industry2,........ 1,153 741 412
Total labor force.....veeeeee. treeetasaronas 4,488 3,312 1,176

Z Less than 0,05 percent,
!The base of the percentages is the total

classified workers.

2Includes 474,065 males and 365,199 females who were unemployed or seeking work for the first

time.

Source: 1International Labour Office, 1976,

table 2A.

Table 18. DISTRIBUTICN OF LABOR FORCE, BY SEX AND OCCUPATION: 1971

(Figures may not add to totals due to rounding )

Occupation Both sexes Male Female
PERCENT!
All occupations..,....... Cechetirieaaae 100.0 100.0 100.0

Professional, technical, and

related workers........... Cereeniscreeeains 5.0 3.8 9.3
Administrative, executive, and

managerial workers............ Ceeiirrretnes 0.4 0.5 0.1
Clerical workers............ Ceeeeiaas Ceeeens 5.2 6.0 2,5
Sales workers......veveevuenrns, cererrirans . 7.7 9.2 2,2
Farmers, fishermen, hunters, loggers,

and related workers. et ecitehae s 50.1 46.5 62.8
Production and related workers, transport

equipment operators, and laborers.......... 26,0 28.5 17.2
Service WOrkerSe..eevvvenvesnss Ceerennen ceeee 5.6 3.5 5.8
NUMBER (in thousands)
Total classified WOTKerS.....vseeoeeoenseoss 3,557 2,770 788
Workers not classified by occupation?....... 931 543 388
Total labor force...veiveerveeeeeeenrenenns 4,488 3,312 1,176

'The base of the percentages is the total classified workers.
2Includes 474,065 males and 365,199 females who were unemployed or seeking work for the first

time.

Source: International Labour Office, 1976, table 2B.
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Table 19. DISTRIBUTION OF AGRICULTURAL AND NONAGRICULTURAL WORKERS,
BY SEX AND STATUS: 1971

(Figures may not add to totals due to rounding)

Both sexes Male Female
Status Agricul- Nonagri- | Agricul- Nonagri- | Agricul- Nonagri-
tural | cultural tural | cultural tural cul tural
PERCENT!
Total 1abor forcCeisiuieeereenesenssecsoess 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0 100,0
Employers and workers on own account..... 40,1 16.9 50.5 18,1 12,3 11,2
Salaried employees and wage earners,..... 51,0 81.9 43.0 81,0 72.2 86,2
Unpaid family workers........... N 8.9 1.2 6.4 0.9 15.6 2.5
NUMBEP. (in thousands)
Total classified workers?.........0c0evu. 1,829 1,506 1,328 1,244 501 262

IThe base of the percentages is the total classified workers.
’Excludes 474,065 males and 365,199 females who were uncmployed or seeking work for the first time.

Source: International Labour Office, 1976, table 2A.

Table 20. PERCENT DIiSTRIBUTION OF
HOUSING UNITS, BY NUMBER OF
PERSONS: 1971

Persons per housing unit Percent
All housing unitsS....eevrenensens 100.0
1 person.......... Crecenieanas “es 6.1
2 PErSONS..e.vvurnr. rieesieeae e 8.1
3 PPrSONS..utvrecreneannnnan. veee 11.1
b PErSONS.ieerrerrrnernnnennns e 12.9
5 persons....v.eenn.. cereere .o 13.6
6 PerSONS..  viirrrureenornennnnnes 12,6
7 persous...... Ceereeaas ceeienas 11.6
8 persons,..... ceiie seeeen ceeens 8.7
9 persons........ Ceeseersrnens ‘e 6.2
10 persons and over.........ce0.s 9.7

OTHER HOUSING UNIT MEASURES

Number of housing units.......... 2,217,478
Mean number of persons per

housing unit...veevveneennnnenas 5.6
Median number of persons per
housing unit........... reisanes 5.4

Note: A housing unit is defined as a place
of residence which is separate from other
places of residence and which has independent
access, Of the total number of housing units,
85 percent were occupied by single houscholds.,
A bouscehold is defined as a single person or
group of persons living together and having
common cooking arrangements. Data on size of
household are not available. Housing data are
from a 100-percent tabulation for urban areas
and a 10-percent sample tabulation for other
areas,

Source: Sri Lanka, 1973, tables 4 and 5.



Table 22. DISTRICT POPULATION, GROWTH RATES, AND MIGRATION DATA

Table 21. SELECTED URBAN
MEASURES: 1973

Urban areas!:

Population...eeeevesverncensens 2,848,116
Percent of country's total
population....eovvsseessesaans 22.4
Towns with 100,000 inhabitants
or more:;
Number of COWNnS..ceevevncscness 3
Population...eeveesvecerevecene 823,798
Percent of country's total
population......ccvvuueenn e 6.5
Towns with 20,000 inhabitants
or more:
Number of townS...veeesssocases 33
Population...o.eveenenenncenens 2,016,983
Percent of country's total
15.9

population..eeecverseresnannss

lyrban areas comprise all municipal
councils, urban councils, and town councils
(Sri Lanka, 19/4d, pp. 46 and 43F).

Source: Sri Lanka, 1975, tables 4 and 5.

15

1971
population Annual
District 1963 1971 born outside growth rate
population population district 1963 to 1971
(in thousands) | (in thousands)! (percent)? (percent )
Amparai...voeeeieviiinennnns teeesaes 212 273 21.3 3.1
Anuradhapura.seeeesececsssnsnsosesnnoes 280 389 26.6 4,0
Badulla..eeeeeueeiiorsnsssnaesonnonncns 522 615 10,1 2.0
Batticalod..ceeeuienrenronssrasnrnnnonns 196 257 6.0 3.3
Colombo....iviueenennrnnnnsns cenee ciee 2,207 2,672 16.6 2.3
(7 ) venen 641 735 9.2 1.7
Hambantota...eeseeeoss Certeeenisaseaes 274 340 15.4 2.6
- B i - 613 702 3.7 1.6
Kalutara..eoieesesusrosenroesanononness 631 730 13.6 1.7
Kandy...oovivenvennnnns Ciiseeresensenans 1,044 1,188 12,8 1.6
Kegalle..vo ovsiinannnnnseinnnesonneas 579 655 15.6 1.5
Kurunegala.......... eeeenaas cvven 853 1,026 13.8 2,2
Mannar....oeeeessnnsanes Ceteieseseeanan 60 78 21,0 3.1
Matale. . ovirurireensrineronconeens . 256 315 21,4 2.5
g Yo B o - F 542 586 9.7 1.6
Moneragala...cvoeveieenrinrsnernonenonss 132 193 27.1 4.6
Nuwara Eliya.....eeveteeevonnens i 398 450 17.1 1.5
POlONNaruWa. s eeeseeersssarersascnsaoses 114 164 47.7 4.4
Puttalame.ooiernenenennnsnonsnnnnennnes 303 378 19.6 2,7
RatnapUra..svesesesaveerovassesnsnsnons 546 661 14,1 2.3
Trincomalee..veeesnosssossanransnonnne . 139 188 29.4 3.7
VaVUNLYa. st e enarotoeronnocessnonnennsss 69 95 35.5 4.0

'Figures based on the final tabulation of census returns.
?Figures based on a 10-percent sample tabulation of census returns.

Source:

Sri Lanka, 1974c, p. 117 and Sri Lanka, 1975, table 1.
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Table 23. SELECTED SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC ITEMS

Item Year Number or rate
Total area@..ceeveeveesveseronaeonnsnnes 1973, iciiiiiiiarnnnennneens 6,561,000 hectares
Agricultural areal....... cresisesans B N K vesaes 2,418,000 hectares
Daily newspaper circulation...iessesssse 1971........ tetedsatatenoas . 42 per 1,000 population
Radio receivers..iceeeeereeeeenocnans O R . 39 per 1,000 population

!Includes arable land, land under permanent crops, permanent meadows and pastures, and scrubs,

Source: Total area and agricultural area from Food and Agriculture Organization, 1975,
table 1, Other items from United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization,
1974, tables 11.1, and United Nations Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization, 1975,
table 15.2.



Appendix

Table A-1. CENSUS POPULATION, BY AGE AND SEX: OCTOBER 1971

(In thousands. Figures may not add to totals due to rounding)

Age Both sexes Male Female
All 88ES.e.icrerernenenoconnns 12,690 6,531 6,159

0 to 4 years.eveeenn.. riescicanaa 1,665 845 819
5t09 years...uvsivenersrnenons cen 1,671 847 824
10 to 14 years.iveeiveeeennennacnnns 1,609 821 788
15 to 19 years.eev oo eennnenns . 1,360 689 671
20 to 24 years...ieaiie.e.., Ceareaee .o 1,271 640 631
25 t0 29 YearSetivterreenroeennn PR 954 479 475
30 to 34 yearS.iuieseiiierernnnenenn . 730 378 352
35 t0 39 years.i.uieirerannnaan, ees 725 367 359
40 to 44 years....vveenvn.. cresenan 586 314 272
45 t0 49 years..u..eieinennninas ‘e 545 290 255
50 t0 54 yearS.i.uieeeeecievnnanns voe 418 227 191
55 t0 59 yearS..iieeevienneacnons . 349 192 157
60 to 64 years.....veeeeeeennones ve 268 151 117
65 to 69 years.....einienirnnn. ceue 221 121 99
70 t0 74 YEArSe.veevrn s venrennnnn 160 90 70
75 t0 79 yEarSievereeeoresensnnes .. 75 39 36
80 years and OVer...vuieevoennrrnnann 83 42 41

Note: Figures are from the final census tabulation.

Source: Sri Lanka, 1975, table 7.

Table A-2. ESTIMATED AND PROJECTED TOTAL AND AGE-SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES:
1971, 1974, AND 1976

Estimated Projected 1976
Age High | Intermediate Low
1971 1974 series series series
Age-specific fertility rates.......
15 to 19 years.veuenenunvnnnn, v 43 38 35 34 34
20 t0 24 yeArS.e it i rein e rnnonnas 177 156 145 146 146
25 0 29 YyeArS .ttt vrt i riinernana . 229 201 190 189 189
30 t0 34 years.ui. . vvenriirnrrnenan 202 178 169 163 157
35 t0 39 years.ciieeneeinennnnn cee 140 123 116 111 105
40 t0 44 years...iieiveniinnenannn 43 38 36 34 33
45 to 49 years...eeiveerenrnennnnn 7 6 5 5 5
Total fertility rate (per woman) 4,20 3.70 3.48 3.41 3.35

Source: For 1971 and 1976, see notes for tables 1, 3, and 7. For 1974, total and age-
specific fertility rates were estimated at the Bureau of the Census by accepting adjusted esti-
mates of the crude birth rate and midyear population, by age and sex, (see tables 1 and 3), and
applying the age pattern of the adjusted 1971 fertility rates.

17
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Table A-3. ESTIMATED AND PROJECTED LIFE EXPECTANCY AT BIRTH, BY SEX,
FOR SELECTED YEARS: 1953 TO 1976

vear Both

sexes Male Female
ESTIMATED
1953, e eteenaerasnsscnersananasnsnse 58.2 58.8 57.5
1962 to 1964.. 0. ivieverenesoransnns 63.5 63.3 63.7
1970 to 1972. . cviveronesnocccnnnes 64,3 62.9 65.8
1972, i etieeerrsessncassnnssnans 63.6 62.0 65.1
7 63.1 61.5 64.7
R 61.2 59.5 62.9
PROJECTED
1976 0 eeternsssonscososssssnsannane 62.3 60,7 64.0

Source: Tor 1953, 1962 to 1964, and 1970 to 1972, sec note to table 4., Life tables for 1972
to 1974 were constructed at the Bureau of the Census by accepting adjusted estimates of total and
infant deaths, by sex (see discussion in tables 3 and 4), and midyecar populations, by age and sex,
and assuming that the pattern of change in the mortality probabilities between the 1970 to 1972
life tables (see table 5) and the 1972 to 1974 life tables was the same as that implied by the
Coale-Demeny north region model life tables (Coale and Demeny, 1966 at similar levels of mor-
tality. Tne increase in the infant mortality rate (sece table 4) and the decrease in the 1life
expectancy at birth from 1971 to 1974 arc consistent with an increase in the death rate from
1971 to 1974 (see table 3).
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COUNTRY DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILES

LIST OF REPORTS

Country Demographic Profiles have recently been published or are forthcoming in the
near future (in the ISP-DP series of reports) for the following countries:

No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.
No.

OO A

- Costa Rica (/ssued August 1977)
- Ghana (/ssued September 1977)
- Guatemala (/ssued October 1977)
- Panama (/ssued November 1977)
- Sri Lanka (/ssued November 1977)
g.
10-
11-
12 -
13-
14 -
15.-
16 -
17 -
18 -
19 -

Jamaica

Honduras

Kenya

Republic of China
Chile

Mexico

Thailand

India

Republic of Korea
Indonesia

Brazil

(Reports Nos. 1 and 2, published in 1873, represent earlier versions of Costa Rica and Ghana.
Report No. 3 was an earlier version for the Republic of China, and was published in 1974)



