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The national park systems of the world have grown dramatically 
in tihe past decade. Globally. 2,400 parks and protected areas 
covetn,,m. 3 7 million squllare kilorneters now exist in 124 countric,. 
In the past 12 years, :app;roximtecly twice as many new areas were 
CttIbI Slihd as, had ..:istetd in 1969. This has been accompanied by
aIcorrel+,mndingir nwth and institutionalization of mantcrerl t 

a.Lcncics. 'The training needs of park and protected areas person-
rie] ii thiw,. , cics are undergoirre continual refinements. 

Since 1961. th. U.S. Nat ion-rl Park Service (USNPS) has 
ua rainied an Oftice of I utrnational Affairs to handle the nirumer-

ous reqiuests for inform tion or lechlnical assistance which are 
reccs ed ,:,'h year. That oi'fice coordinatcs coopcration with other 
n (,)tionralrl, resources 1aniarae-nl cultural, arid recreational 
ni. It rl,,o pltis aiid mana.es orientation :and training proratirs 
to: fore:in park aInd conservation otiei:ri.;, help,, U. S. .ield sites 

ith vi'.itors from. otner nations. mu mian~iris National Pa-k Serv-
ic, r,ponihiiitics undur international aerccmcnlts and treaties, 
E'armplcs of the attr are the ConvCntion oI Nature Protection 
and \Vildife Preservation in the Wcstern llcmipherc mud the 
Con,.ention Concerniine the Protection ot World Cultural and 
Natural Ilcrita,,c. l3th of' these important treaties cncouratc in-
tcrrefranc tf conservation techiques and c(oepts arionig coun-
tries. 

([SNPS :,dvice hi,,toricallv hi:ts been souht recarding Iradi-
tiin:il a f,,pectsp 11ne an(i m-narcnent: however shiftsJf pir 
ii cmpiasi, :ire econuin,- apptrCnt as nations develop self'-
suftircnc,, in the,,c a,,pect s. Many comntries are now itiiplmri c: ­
ine a national pIlnp II toar oncnrv,,tion units: that is. a national strat-
c'- lf! r etScctine re.'rcs-ntativc parks and protCcted arac,, L.ike-
vi sC, the i.encies ,re increasingly n 2coIizine tre ried to pre-
pare -crm inamith:rricut plans !ft iidis dual unit, of' their park 
systcm. Nlulhidisciplinary teamrts have been cqablished in Sortie 
countics v.hich arc actively eceaicid iii thi,, planning work. 

In lie nast f',., yc:t: , requests have incrcas ,_d fur techi,:iial 
assistance in stcilic park-rclatd fields such as eivirorrrirCnial 
intcrpretatiin. Wtrll umen;n decade aio. a cotursc onl cnviotrnrrcnt:f 
nintcnprettnumn/edicatmo w~as, instittted., s ith interiational assist-

'ue1L., iast o rell at tire Coll ri \ihilifeI (1 lil' curriculi r:e of1/ ld 
NLlatnia'cnict at Ieklv¢l. 'fan/arnia. In 19), l)r. ,\rturo 'idrk, 
A,,,ociate DiiLctr of tIre A\rgCntinC Nahonal Park Service 
(ANISi invited USN'PS ciullahoraoli in dclrl'rin.re anid Cc,"ltie 
enviroirriertnml iriterpretation trairriru .teJr,,s for I),rk rangers at 
the ,\NI'S "lraunin (cntcer Ii Na.hI.l I lurapi N.,ationll PI"lk. In 
1981, tht" Center for htpr.al ,\.ricuhtind sec. h rnd 'Inrirr 
(CA'l'IIE in COta Rica SluIMis0u,.d a,Ctral AiicricaixWok. lrop 
oi l:nvirorirrcnital Initlrprttir anif Educatiur. CAI'll- re-

quested a USNPS instructor as part of the Workshop staff. The 
course attrrcted participants from five countries and included 
field work in Costa Rica's Manuel Antonio National Park. In 
1983, an environmentafl intcrpretation workship was cosponsored 
in Paraeuay by three uovernment ministries, a national conserva­
tion orti zat ion IPRON ATUi. ... the Mayor's office of Asun­

cion, the U. S. Peace Corps. and the USNPS. Thirty-five pai tici­
pants were introduced to interpretive techniques and developed 
action plztrs for use in their respcctive awceiCies. Such efforts, in a 
variety of counitries, are a result o1 a combination of Iactors, 
particulalrly a desire to gain trblic and .overnmental support as 
well as to consolidate recent gains in establishing new areas and 
11anra ci1cnt agencies. 

Other training, needs are niore subtle but nonetheless expected 
to icrow. These incltl proerill topics such is: park r,source 
niahmienitci and prot'ction, rcscarch and tionitorin- appropriate 
to national parks, park related horisru and public relations, park 
rnaintenir;nce, geuideline, for niliineCtiif \World I leritage Sites 
and Iliosphere Rescru,. aii national parks as a component of 
economic development. 'lhc , observations gcnerifly agree with 
trairin,,,,essllsents tirade by IUCN (1983,. ,illcr (1972), and 
W\F-U. S. (1980). 

In 1982. a 2-weck Spatnisi lanIiti',ee International Workshop on 
IEnvi onieni:l interprClat ion , :s initiatcd at Ilhrpers Ferry, West 
Virt..ria to lich. till the requests miade to tie t.SN'S, and as a 
complement to the Ccntral American course. It utili/ed written 
mater;al le vlopCd 1. ( L'I\v,hich were blcndcd together with 
a trainirrr cour.,e outline preparcd and used hy N PS naturalist J. 
Doul as Cuillaid in Arl-ntina th prc,'iots ye;ir. The Workshop 
was hcId i:i hoth 11t82 aid 19-3 at tie USNPS Niathcr Training 
Center in Ilarper,, l'crrv til an e'.XpCrimCntatl basis. Participants 
included 20 int\ ivi.uals fro.;n 15 countries. 

Tli \Workshop drcu. upon N'S experience with the highly 
sucCCsful Intcrnational Scriirir on National Parks and Equiva­
lent Reserve'Cs AIich ha, ben conducted for nearly 20 w ars and is 
cmptsonet'd with Parls (rCrad;ht and The t niver,ity "f',ichigan. 
The Internationaml Scinrn is offlcrcd Ii ltrelish orIy and is de­
siricif fol thoseovho o .te p,, the ,cmiur man. ,ement positiens in 
their cuuinric,,' park Syt'e. I l \Vorksliwp. offered iii Spanish, 
w,'at,dlci.'r..dl fr those eith'r tlicctlv invrdvcd , ithi cnvironinen­
iatl iintcrprCtatiorn or clse s,ithi ,uing IIp the;.administrative divi­
sitl, svritln ','(Aolufd c\CL'te, tese lInctions. 

Il - International \onksop oti I-nvirou i cnil Interpretation 
wamSinioui t cI oClh a Nt SI_,Li C ill IiIi., I ildwith tie idea 
tih;t soic of ItI,,' tI,..Iuhuc ullti l concets', s.hich lhaeve proven 
successIul iil lHit. SA ia. Ic adaptable thIotlicr cultural situa­
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tions. This point was stressed continually throu.ghout tile sessions. sponse; and teclliqucs for effective interpretation. Field trips 
The- participants were urged to consider what tihe, observed dur- included visits to Catoctin Mountain Park. Shei.-ndoah National 
ing the course in relation to their own varied cultral back- Park, Getii N.ational Iilit:iry Paik , and Ilarpers Ferry I is­
grounds. They were alSo encouraged to exchange information torical Park. SpeciI tours were also arranged of the Harpers 
freely aniong themselves about the environmental interpretation Ferry Center. 
techniques, policies and procedures utilized in their own coun- Participants gave presentations to introduce their own parks or 
tries. protected areas to each other and to the staff. Toward the end of the 

The workshop had the .oals of' providing wildland managers course. two groups were formed, and each was asked to draft a 
with: (I) an introduction to environmental interpretation consist- preliminary interpretive plan for -a park selected from among 
ing of concepts and practical information which Lould be adapLed those nations reprt_.,ented. The Workshops were then evaluated in 
for use in the parks and protected areas of their respective coun- relation to their statcd objectivcs and other factors including sue­
tries; and (2) an international forum for mutual irnterchange of oested additions or deletions. 
environmental interpretation concepts and techniques currently The 1982 Vorkshop was subsidized by the LSNPS on a trial 
employed. basis. This prototypt was hiLhly regarded by participants who 

The objectives of the Workshop were that. upon completion, uggcsted that derllmld would probably be sufficient (or the course 
each participant would be able to: to achieve financial Solf-sustainability. In 1983, thanks to the fin­

1. Define environmental interpretation in their own terms and ancial support of"varous national governments, the Orunization 
discuss its role in the rlanagenient of their parks and protected of American States, the U. S. Agency for International Develop­
areas. ment. The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. FAO. UNESCO, arid 

2. List and discuss principles of interpretation. particulaily the \World Wildlife Fulnd-U. S., the USNPS was able 
3. Write precise, measurable objectives for interpretive to select 14 hi!ehly qualified applicants from 14 different coun­

programs, tries. Six potential participants, , ith assured or likely tunding. 
4. Identify benefits of interpretation within the context of their had to be turned down because of lack of available space. 

own countries. The evaluations of the Workshop praised its content and imiix of 
5. Distincuish be!veen environmental interpretation and en- field work with classroom exercises. One participant noted, 

vironmental eucat ion. ... having completed the course, I now have tools and new 
6. Describe atsuitable format for an interpretive plan within knowlcd,, 

their own national context and its relation to a general nlianage- nc 
ment plain. ously in niy country. I furthernore can see clearly opportu­

7. Identify various interpretive progrims, media. aid tech- nities which are being lost in some ofour parks. 

niques w% ouid be to the particular liowexer, preoccupat l(ls were expressed about the compara­hich \%, inost etfcctive accordin, 
chiracteristics of their own hloimie countries. tively sophisticated level of iCeChlniquCs and naitcrials utilized ill 

lie tecthnical content of the course inchlded: definitions and tie USA, and the lack of tiiiie to attain proficiency ill baic 
principles of environmental interpretation: analysis of visitor ex- hands-on skills such Issign aking. slide labeliog, and brochure 
peci itiolns: Iueclianics of interpectation; personalized aind nonper- layout. Partil ipants sug!eCstCd thatt materials and equipment used 

sonali/ed services; strategies of qucstioning, structure and re- in the USA often would not be possible within the park budgets Of 
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The national park systems of the world have grown dramatically 
in the past decade. Globally. 2.400 parks and protected areas 
coverinu 3.7 million square kilometers now exist in 124 countries. 
It file past 12 years, approxinmatelv tvmice as manv new areas were 
established ,,, had existed in 1909. This has been accompanied by 
a corresponUmine growth and institutionalization of nianagement 
acncies. The training needs of park and protected areas person-
nel in those acencics are Under.,coini- continual refinements, 

Sin'c" 191)I. the U.S. National Park Service (USNPS) has 
maintained an Otlice of International Affairs to handle the nuner-
ous requests for information or technical assistance which are 
ieceiC ed each .car. Thai office coordinates c,,operation with other 
nations In natura!. cultural, and recreational resources inanage-
mnin. It alo plans and mianaLes orientation and training programs 
hor Iociin park and conservation oflicials. helps U.S. field sites 
wth . iitors Iroin otb.r nations, and manaces National Park Serv-
ice re,ponsihilities under international aerceinents and treaties, 
IExamples ()I the latter are tile Convention on Nature Protection 
and Wildlifc PresCrvation in the Vcstern tlemisphere and the 
Con.ntioil Concerninu tie Protection of World Cultural and 
Natural I leritagc. Both if these important treaties encourage in-
terchangcc o conservation tCchlique.,s and concepts among coun-
tries. 

USNPS advice historicallv has been souughlt recardingc tradi-
.iotal aspects ot park planning and management: hMever, shifts 
in emphatsi,, are !..co+ltin,, apparent as nations develop self-
sufitcicicv in these aspcts. Manty Countries are nw implement-
in. a nationa l plan for conservation unit,: that is. at national strat-
c-v for sclccting rcprescnativc parks and protected areas. Like-
v, xc. the a-cencics arc increasin'ly rccuiritc the need t) pre-

pare gencral n.na,_genent plans for individual ,mis of their park 
s\stems. Nluhidisciplirmry tcaims have been established in some 
co.-intries s.hich are icticlv cn agcd in this planning work. 

In tlie past fewvears, requcst , hase increased for technical 
assistance in specitic pa'rk-related fields such a,, environmental 
interpretation. Well o,. r a decade ago. a course on en, irontnental 
interpretatimi'education wa, instituted, witli international assist-
anee. as part of the curri,.uluin at the Collc_ec of Alrican Wildlife 
Manacmilcitl at ,isseka. "liania. In l Dt).Dr. :\rturo T"trak, 
Associate l)irector of the Ancctinc National Park Scrv.ice 
(ANPSI invited I'SNI'S collaboration in dcsi,'int. and exccutiuc 
ells ironental intcrpretation trainitng courscs for park rangers at 
the ANPS 'raining (enter in Nahiel Ilu:,pi National Park. In 
MI. tihe Centcr fo)r Iropical A-grcultural Research and Training 

(CATIL) in Costa Rica sponsored a Central American Workshop 
)i ELvironmental nitcrpretation and Elducation. CATIE re-

quested a USNPS instructor as part of the Workshop staff. The 
course attracted participants from five countries and included 
field Nsork in Costa Ri,:a's Manuel Antonio National Park. In 
1983. an environmental interpretation vorkship was cosponsored 
in Paracuav by thrce lo,.ernnient ministries, a national conserva­
tion orf-,anization (WRONATURA . the Mayor's office of Asun­
cion. the U.S. Pea'ce Corps. and the USNPS. Thirty-five partici­
pants were intrcducCd to interprn'.c tcClniquCs and developed 
action plans for use in their respective acncies. Sucl efforts, in a 
variety of countries, are a result of a combination of factors, 
particulIarl v a desire to gain public and i,.ernmental support as 
\%ell as to consolidate recent ,ains in esiablishinu new areas and 
ianainent agencies. 

Other trainine ne.Js are more subtle but nonetheless expected 
to crow. Thcse ,ici i.dc procrain topics such as: park resource 
managemnt and pr, ,cc~ion. research and monitoring ap-'opriate 
to national parks. pirk rclated tourisn al,ad ublic relations, park 
naintenance. 2uidelinc, lot inanaLemnt ot World I leritage Sites 
and Biosphere Rcsers es, and national parks as a component of 
economic development. These ohcrvations ,icneraliv agree with 
trainintc assessments made bv IUCN (19'3 ,, NIiller (1972), and 
WW F-U. S. (1980). 

it 1982. a 2-week Spaniih largua,_e International Workshop on 
Environmental Interpretation %,as initiated at ltarpers Ferry \Vest 
Virginia to help fill the requests made to the USNPS, and as a 
complement to the Contrail American course, It utilized written 
materials deCelopCd h\ C'.T! -whicliwere blended together with 
a training course outline piepared aild used by NPS naturali.,t J. 
Douglas Cuillard in Arctitina the previous year. The Workshop 
wAa.s 1l),S2 and 1;'3 at Mather Trainingheld in both the USNtPS 

Center in Ilarpers I'erry on ;in experimental basis. Paiticipants 
included 26 individuals Irom 15 countries. 

'he W(orkshop drewlupon NPS experience with the highly 
successftl International Setminar on National Parks andilEquiva­
lent Reserves v,h i h,, been cotducted for nearly 2) %earsand is 
cosponsored , ith Palrks (_aia and The Uniiersitv of Michigan. 
The International Seminar is otfered in Eng,ish only and is de­
signcd for thos', %kitooccupy the ,enior tniamagtement positions in 
their countries' park s.%,tcts. The Workhop, offered ill Spanish, 
wkas desined for ths ciihcr dircctliinso\lcd s, ith environmen­
tal interpretation or else ss tih sciting up the administrative divi­
sins . lich Would cxecute these functions. 

The International ,\okslhop on Environmiental Interpretation 
ssis, iiodncCd to shac NI'S expcience Imuthis held \, ilh the idea 
tht ,,11inC of the tcChiiiu aiii concets, wiich liave proven 
successful in the USA iiay be adaptable it; oltier cultural silua­
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tions. This point was stressed continually throughout the sessions. sponse; and techniques fOr effective interpretation. Field trips 
The participants were ,!rucd to consider wha! they observed dur- included visits to Catoctin Mountain Park, Shenandoah National 
ing the course inrelation to their own varied cultural hack- Park. Gettysburg National Military Park., and Harpers F1 I ilis­
grounds. They ,'ere also encouraged to exchange information torical Park. Special tours were also arranged of the l-lrpers 
frcely atnong themselves about the environmental intcrpretation Ferry Center. 
techniques, policies and procedures utilized in their own coun- Participants gave presentations to introduce their own parks or 
tries. protected areas to each other and to the staff. Toward the end of the 

The workshop had the goals of providin.2 wildland managers course, two groups were formed, and ,ach was asked to draft a 
with: (1)an introduction to environmental interpreta!ion consist- preliminary inerpretve plan for a park selected from among 
ing of concepts and practical information \%hich 'ould be adapted those nations representcd. The Workshops were then Cvaluated in 
for use in the parks and protected areas of their respective coun- relation to their stated objectives and other flactors including sug­
tries; and (2) an intertw tional toru m for ntnal interchance of gested additions or deletions. 
environmental interpretation concepts and techniques currently The 1982 W\orkshop was subsidized by the USNPS on a trial 
employed, basis. This prototype was highly regarded by participants who 

The objectives of the Workshop were that. upon completion, suggested that demand would probably he sufficient for the c( i'v;e 
each participant would be :ble to: to achieve tinancial self-sustainabilitv. In 1983. thanks to the tin-

I.Define environmental interpretation in their own terms and ancial support Of various national governments. the Oran ization 
discuss its role in the management of their parks and protected .'f A merican States. tie U.S. Agency tor I niertlational Develop­
areas. ment, The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. FA. UNESCO. and 

2. List and discuss pi:'-.:ples of interpretation. particularly the World Wildlife Fond-U. S.. the USNPS was able 
3. Write precise, measurable objectives for interpretive to select 14 highly qtoalilied applicants front 14 different Coion­

programs, tries. Six potential paricipants. v.'ith assured or likely funding. 
4. Identify benefits of interpretation within the context of their had to be turned down because of lack of available space. 

own countries. The evaluations lthe Workshop praised its C.ntent and nli\ of 
5. Distinguish between environmental interpretation and en- field work with classroom exercises. One participant noted. 

vironmental education. ". .having completed the course. I nows have tools and new 
6. Describe a suitable format for an interpretive plan within k-nowlede 

their own national context and its relation to a general manage- i i­
ment plan. ouslv in miy country. I furthertnore can see cle;,rly oppor:u­

7. Identify various interpretive prorams. media, and tech- nities which are being lost il some of our parks. 

niques which would be nost ellecti'e according to the particular However. prcoccupations were expressed abou11t the cotopara­
characteristics of their owt home countries. tively sophisticated level of techniques and nterials utilized in 

The technical content of the course included: delinitions and the USA. and the lack of time to attain prlictiency in basic 
principles of environntcntal interpretation: analysis ot visitor cx- hands-on skills such as sien making. slide lahbeling. and brochure 
'elations:, mechanics of interprelation: persontalized and notnper- layout. Participants sugg2'ested that tniterials and Cqltlneit used 
sonalized services; strategies of questioning, structure and re- in the USA often would not be possible within tile park budgets of 
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