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An Approach to An 
Integrated Land Use System 
on Michiru Mountain, Malawi 

The ieed to integrate coitscrition into other forms of' land use
 
and the beneits of a Imultiple use approach to Iand a'e slowly 

becomiig moore widely iecogiiised. lIowever, there is a relictince 

.1lrntollgst ni1all)'
lald users to accept the loss of" altiollly arid the
 
potential i'estirictimis which such schemiies entail. '[lie Nlichirot
 
Monmlito Con.servation Area is an experimenit in [he iiiteeravon
 
olcoiscrvatioii ald multiple lind Use in Malaw.'i. 'roductlivity flas
 
been r'estored ti a nmich delra.Iled u.ionu:itii ianld tvariety ofllie1r 

benefits g.enictatcd. Iis wasichiieved by coOIrdilatirli the elloits 

of appropr iate Cxisting aid riseris, Ioth o \ernIIint aid rivate,
 
rather lh; hy esalishirr, a new%% 
matreme ent agency. Althtgih
 
all palies had t Colllplrollli.,C's,
lllilir the fiim l IIarllilgImelt r-"ei 
gitic wrs IcClmtahlc to all. 

The singule ruiass of, Michirn Nliilltnirr stands oi tie easlern 
edge of' the African Iiltvihey aiid ralges in altitude airiilld'rorlll 

7(10 metres along its western and nr'therll btnIIdrriesii' 14,7 (1 
nietes at he strirlit. Itcover"s alnar'ei Cf" ;irromld -16 stIire. 
kiloritres. ()riigimlly the omitam was covered illt closed 
CiilOp' deciduous ii0t1bO woodlndI with CVe.rg2en ripailiarl 
forest alolg s.Calll lines ald a.sil;ill area of mroist slib-1rlrutanlle 
evergreen forest alollld the r-ocky summrit. The norfiherrr :ind 
wvestelrnI sides ofIlteirllorllntaill ile Iordcrcd by rllal stlbhsistallice 
farmtiiniig comrmnities w o horave iraditionally Nilised lie Iouin­
lain forI'forst prod.lucts such blilillg iples, firw'oo0d,ats thitch-
itg grass, rough grai1, frornihoney, Huedicindl plaits Md rieal 
huuritinug. strelol"ul r ( (lie ininrtiil supply waterorrr'llir to 
these crirrtr icrs. tie irrititairi lies irrirredilitelyilrr Iloweve.', 
rn liwvest n Mlalavi's larrsct iy,l~h tyr (poplation 251,0) 
in 1IO2). l)urir tie l90)s indearly 19 7(0s hir delnind l' 
tI-wicwnid aid clharcu l the city's poplhitti ni led Io at filIlll pllgres­
sive deldiinr m(l' tIre irnninItliri, in pirictar thIe SIuulh­[I Irlch (dt 
Crrr Mrid cistcn sectnis. ll inddition Ii reducin tire stl Il, 
traditiniial l'nrest phrndicts to tire snlhsistaice f'irrr'lrgi.1 Cdin­
nithies, tie dcrridatinIr lilnd grass fir'es led to rmjinrsulscqtieri 
s'il C'sinr arid ';apid rater run off' fror the Illotilltill. 

It the caly 19710s, (urn tle iristig oitnioh' tIe owner ofl'lpar-t ofltIe 
rrnolitaill area, a focal Coriririttee was e.tarlislhcd to lirutinose I 
scheic both for prevcIltirg furlther detelrirationl aid 'or restoringp 
aid develi)illg tile rIrnltii'S ICSuirI'Ces 1t prVodutce sUsltirale 
tiarngible h Clietlrs to tire st:rl rliliiiritics. cillliitteeoulidirng cu h'lIe 
was chaired by tire rrverliriclit ,iinister reslpirsilnl. I'urIre :'e­
giori anrid wide rilge (' gverr­i:'.lurdcd iel)reCllaiveS frorli ia 
illelittellli'tlliells, local leiders ariid ptliticiarrs, .inILprivate mI­
grtrnisit0irs Withlili inlerest in tIre rrlriirlitirn arerI Lnder' this 
crlllrliltec ;Iplainl i lerll wais estalblished tur prcpire a scellrile 
f'or the (levelupricil o,Ile iili. ,\conr-dinrating o'ficer. was ap­
poilul tou with all intlcrested pii'ies arid tiodr'raw u1) a iln­fin ,a 
ageileril iiin. 
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firewood~ 1.roil tile Illioilill hef*(iue [le hi;lusesliii of tile fils 

will lhe perilifeif ;is soonl its (Ilie (leeS aleIwi ('111)1 n Te if­

~~IC ov rd\5'j itjhut sa lilieiijliio iii II ilij\iiIi iiiuljjijilra liii 

W I e ed I'epk it,;itH -iij'ji2 vili sI il tjdohil s tee[ lih es.C 

IllIIIin I Csvlle i i tu I It i I )Itivt e iel)o11eiiieiit~ISO Ie l ( e t 

ofliesVlilila fietil to illeI l ior (lie \'illolay lii~iice iiiit o 
ili:In le iltor alllikil-lI,,ch',oet/~ ~!'o r '~dbrpn /oe : thes/,i~/ii/e tei Prunch Iilcetlher CIIe N,cuarIiatliagn 

liohiihl/ o'slod iihiiiiel 0/,0 vo/ .uhh'huui/i/iA )oi tilei/i Pmk DO-pnoICI forI 
(iiiiil/iloi//i/'A/i/h',k,-iou nt: ,,o~ su l aili ohIe eoI iiaowll);I '1 [ieioeutoilNp oillitri -,~~ iie io idei liiiii iilO T 

l'il: offiluo, i /jOri ll(J l i i ipii Al/i il slm il.. 1/p4cr It'll hi je-ly s~bile uiievhm iA toiy~ 'i 

Thei va.iriousuiof i ci iovdIll'su tiie tiisii andeli ille ofaIlih- ihiaiMigeief11 loses thpeliiiotitia u 1j jii sleB;nsjitoofl wa ile hjee i swl v(oiti jl i-liejfj i 
itj~~~~~~~~~jfu~~~~~~~~~j~hiltliis ju ;1li1l'Cuji: [ie Ajijijit 5' fillI sgI;Ii lh iiijii ~Ie-Ic~il sih eiij'a iil iihaiet. y I)ll"le e 

ljilee ils.so ew(ladler lueauilleslll, laidifry~season(il tjjitlje/ l~oiloi i f~ll~iei iu siiuhjijti leeii
 
fllijIpitlijll s.l l5jtjcop ati ii l \oo ijitl up
:Aihlea d/ vrh-i-A ili jjUlIiC'jtlie e 1-1ii (hi Ieiiujjti is w .hoI ifetoja 

the hliiepilluiiiiihejijl istilljsli't oj flese tljeu Cvlijs fjjuf liiAihl lyh.zliite lii'S thoseeerigjifietwl liiIc handedue 
woodulandw~delejjtjijv 11)1ml' 11101st /m,.%, (lee lduj~f1jk ~els i jjnljj iguluiii eiev C ti5li leuunii. 

2liiiflleie~ ~~ ulliljusIl(i~ ~~~~~~piml-i)i~iicii1iieiit wr illeiseIIesfibe~iiiiitiu ~ ~ illii s~iilei filities I eierIS( IC"CcIaivCre 
slufie;jl ei~iiiieullle51iilijwit lii iu nts tv ia jlije­iiies Illliuilii oli o\iil llla eltileparimi Conreiiu dewi os;icei 
fifilL'8ii Iparks, ju i icii luI wiiui Ii sic- ies ad ii %itjli( 111(1 liids 

lliio iiiui2 lii i lehllpe tle ii h Iiillijti: ll e;iSiijiii/s ;I C i 5'CII)ltillilllhe w& lie i i i li liVii aCitiVi jilessiie u( sIO ie of 

majrliil hiauul s-- iflpe wuliiti j I stivial l)-1( ;i h A ji esiiit iepllsiihj PIi-ui cii llilcciiSS ieIiI' il pi IIII.i Tfe eis thli' lo ie 

feIMIIOWSiIeS I I oh1)SL w il ii daijiiloil iles lhlfl/ Lej'ilit lime, jiosiiupelhlis is fll nton e i hweeg lswoed blaal'll 

fromeclous.e itvto i iiitu iuii:eljesuii dii aysol id [lie rileo (ewsC~ll W&,jCio Tjii lI­d(1 yijleiieI 
i hemlaeeii il licjiui (esi)e ieiluhig i Heiimc h hivlii hadeti hre des./ palii ihiei bejiefi of me fiulsdw aheej011ij 

tile, f[Sljolutoii iti fiwo o itsii e i mdtailsafl ieioe nlgtee ippi~iIlojeli-, jilotei by111016Co iiiees-ionset v ill 

slopes;sseie htie ad lo sit n whiesiilethp lcl.iie ihe .o in IIoli IIIII 1~~" HCI 1111III YI I" lm lIII.sill (ilue 

s'eie jtiiu ihiiiic sides illlcWijil ellijises., toih mI an priinciples 
Iller;jdiji ll ;1*li , e Ii idtie 111ifjii:tiiuis ;I1ejtuij~IH I 01 ;1 \h l" HCI CI ILLIil1; C I -ei 1;1 Cd I'* io lI 

iiii (\ !lsu ilosei l()IV iih If;II l ' l ide osliii, iii lilt'i leli lil.il' ' i - - -­

Iili(IC ll d 1 itiii . iii iied-' /fI l a lld c' ilt, n i laFV1 i ill lii emhmem uv i p idih Ic A ill l~ oA S'll i [i 1111l 
soils hrCIeseeilslli iiie11011~lu fmeieen - llflI( li ll IIf( hi Whid til 'M.-.-.)111steepSshies 'd :d'IC'~lIl -IM 

fCithhe [iiitiili;Ilo tiehteL'iwiiohl s(1 ie IIo . l piiiigeileii t h i~ ',(lieC dl~ 011101S ' l~ V 1 ti ok d h l 

Holtifyiiiisill i)[Ie limtit i I , jilaeji h-~l ~ os elflo ICIp sig aClem ii: filClis) sie lef u ;111 i A hile-ii-rd~ 

ithuiill Il.5-isuuh i lpoeketlIswi110ui pl ijitilili !) iii I c s . ' -- * - ~ ' 

jlil]iiiiO uS Ihf ii 1hle01CVitefIII)C MCNI 11i~ lIS;l) lWC CIbeC1 
th iIIle rII;III ;lie' i ile st thSIllklo; iiiiiuie. s a IIIg 

totl iu ac I iusI IliiCWS11illS 01a i eui, euI t'Coiuualioi rFlieCli,emCiea 
Ssiuet ihitei pIohel1)(10 jeijiSof 0mIiileW ildwa lix'SifI piles t 

toai-tditanc 1\Niadsf iiii Hiis ,i~Oulsi(' (itIe1j 1t Iiihisvi IeleI 'leoC' s (I * £ 

iln atfurpa a ions l'Cwa;111ie~ loIdShi ilC a0I.1 tIpi hut uIl ihMCoh1S i-i ol i i ii/ii'f inu iiiioi'i i 
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