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Cameroon: National Parks mid Nation-building 

Special intcrcst in the conservation of African re-
sources has stressed creation of national parks and 
equi\ alent res.er es as a nicarus of prc.,er, ilrg snatchcs of 
\frica', irviprcssive wildli ic. Rc.ults arc most obvious in 

East 'nd soutiwrrn Africa. where nrrI' parks have 
b'_ecomI lCcrida rs. The frit s of conservitior in West 
.lri,,have been more modest: nonethcles. Senegal. 
oll-',. iind (,aIcr'on, have MtC innp:Cssive strides in 

p:: r. cstilaiblishrnc. Fhe Unitued RCptblic of Caneroon 
\'.a., (.iCraritn coloniar.lon in I SSI. l)ividedprc',aocd h\ 
beLxe..1 l/Bitish iind Frcnrch protcctimatcs atter \Vord 
War I. the modern natiot was born in 19(61 with 'he 
tilificatton of' thic former French C'nriron and the 
stithcrl porti.nrjs of' tihe f'omenir British Caincroons. The 
modern nation is airo:fici:rli, bihnmul. sinrle-pitrt\, 
tnnahcir. State vhlita r,:ditnanly aericulttiral 
econuv; It is in- the errs i,blc flosito of beirng, fbr all 
practical purp,,c,, i n't pro(dnIcer ofl+ food with r1o 
sienilcant debt ;.rd an aicceptable balance ol" trade. Far 

'cing a scartlhf'ror-, nation, it is r-l;tisel, puior, wth :iL itreas of ioughl tiec ,c tivlonn-busi savamna and 
is best :is 
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Black Rhinoccros (Dic'r:.%/,',,',jis and Derby Eland 
(larotirsagtt.i'rian lS 130oa-Ndlidah was reserved in 
1947 and el.,v2ated to the ,t,itlsof'g 1i;.at.onal park in 1968. 
The area is accessible with relative eCase thring the dry 
scason and iMra much urircalizcd tourist potential. 
Similarlv. lleouw N ational Park's potential remains 
larulv unexploit',t. T his 80.000 hectars' park, created 
in 1968 from it13t iforest rcscrvc. is ntiaraged b' i 
conservator arnd 23 .mtiards, and has a single encamnpment 
capablpte ot lcpn '14. The ptOsifiom aid relative areas of 
(amicroorn's 9 natimonal park, and 7 reserves are Indicated 
in Fwi. I page 72). 

hlc jcwel i ('ameroon's national park 'crown* is 
Waza. Reserved in 1934. the 165.000-hectarcs area 
b,:caice a r:tiornal par, in 190'X' and hia, oltcri been 
rcf'crrcd to as 'tileScrenecti of* West A.frica'. Like 
Trrn'airia's Scrricgeti. its relief is monotonous, but 
nanujafl and aviaI populations Ire large and the 
ccological rcltions tire compF,lex. \V:,:It colprises two 
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abundant. ;td bird liferi' prolc "si,)rll aftr tl,cretreat 
ot lrh. 'laid',. ti 
l.iois(/.,, id 
that lie .inh c'\, 
iirterrr;il dis-svotl 
tilijorv.atcillt 

iiiotlcri hotcl tlr'. i 

i iss.,ripcri :Irid ;nirli l, IIfallo, 
ai rhrnirte iflitk. provide'icws 

llc, \ t,',: (Atlt s oflixr, kihlllrct 
;iad ,. ,s ,,I,t)frlirdl'lt " ids' at 

t11r:p. Mni;I v:'-pr visioned 
cl m e .ct-pigf1)0. 

http:Stlli,;.it


71 Burnett: Cameroln: National Parkv and Niation-building 

TABLE I 
National Parks and Reserves 01 Cameroon. 

Name 

Korup Nat'l Park (19821' 
Pagagar-I)jeren Nat'l Park (1982) 

Dja Nai'l Park (1982)' 

Kalanialouc Nat'l Pirk (1972)' 

Waza Nat'l Park ( 190 )' 

Faro Nat'l Park H98V))' 

Benoue Nait'l Park (1*W9, 

Bouba-Ndjidath) Nat'l Park (1958;' 

Mozogo-Gokoro Nait'l Park (1968)' 

Kimbi River Wildlife Rcserve 

Mbi Crater Wildlife Reserve 

Douala-Fdea Forest & Wildlife Reserve 

Campo Forest & Wildlife Reserve 

Kalfou Wildlife Rescrvc 

Lake Ossa Natural Rcserve 

Lobcke Lake Forest Reserve 


Year of National Park Designation. 

Tropical Rain-rir'est 
In the tropical forest, three reserves have existed for 

half-a-century on Catmeroon's coastal margins. 'The
southernmosi of these. C!'nio. occupying the south-
western corner 01 the Country, has pre-existing,, timber 
contracts which preclude its ele%;atioti t) national park 
status. In 1971, Cameroon ordcred the I)ouala-Fdea 
reserve in the cen:rtl coastal area. and Korup Reserve on 
the border with Nigeria. to he conserved as wildlife parks
for scientific purposes. The possibility of' oil reserves 
existing in the lDouala-Edea forest area has frustrated its 
elevation to national park status: ho,,ever. Kortn was 
advanced to a national park in 1982. Also in 19)82. two 
additional tropical park; were dcsiluated. One of Ihese. 
Dja, sitting astride tile transition tromn ihe coastal forest 
to the Congo forest proper, is particularly rich ]i 
primates, includiig Vcstern (jorillas (iordht . gOril)
and, being practically surrounded by the lja IRi'vr, 
constitutes a complete and nearly isolted ecolhwcicail unt 

The other additional trorical park is Pangar-13jerem, 
which transects the floristicallv interesting and scicitif-
cally important savanna forest Iransition. Containing
examples of bothi bioues; bein, more open. particula rlv 
in its northern extent. thain the, other forest parks: amnl 
being closer to the established tourist areas of northern 
Caineroon, this p:,rk inial become interestingC to toIristS., 
Currently it is isolated, undeveloped, and subject to 
poaching. 

Savan~a~l BRioniti 
Parks within the savanna hiotue. having a spectacular

population of un,.eula tes and their predators, are capable
of supporting a modest tourist industry and thus 
contributing to local economic de\elop0ment. Recently-
established parks in the tropical forest ha,,e little such 
potential, though representing a scientilic contribution of 
world importance (( artland. I')::2). Totirism iin tropic:al
parks is apt to be limited bv the faulia's clusiveulic-s, the 
esoteric nature of the insect populations aitd tiora, and 
the discomfort %ItehticSuch alcloCd environmnnt III;Iy 
cause to nIany tourists. (iierooi ccraiiflv ias resources 
to attract far more park tourists thlan I[ currenlvly doelS - --
pa-ticularly front France. liritan, and Germany. Airport
expansion that is curreitly being developed in northern 

Date Reserved Size Habitat (region) 

1962 125,900 ha Forest 
1968 300,000 ha Forest--.avanna 
1950 526,000 hat Forest 
1947 4,500 ha Savanna 
1934 165,000 ha Sahel savanna 
1930 330,000 ha Savanna 
1932 180,000 ha Savanna 
1947 220,000 ha Savanna 
1932 1,400 ha Savanna 
1964 5,625 ha Montane 
1964 370 ha Montane 
1932 160,000 ha Forest 
1932 300,000 ha Forest 
1932 3,000 ha Savanna 
1968 4,000 ha Forest 
1974 43,000 ha Forest 

Cameroon will make European connections easier than 
hitherto, but the travel tourism industry in Cameroon is 
young and Mtuch in need of tnanagerial expansion.Recent reorganization. placing wildlif amanagement 
under touristm rather than forestry, will incre:Ise emphasis 
on the I'ullet utililation of wildlife in the tourisi indtustry.
However, priority mu,;t be given to keeping nlore of tie 
parks open longer than at present. Thec visilor season. 
limited by the onset of rains in June and liack ofall-season 
roads, accords vcry poorly with the European vacation 
season. Construction of all-season roads is. however,
expensive and risky if' based solely upon speculative 
rcturns of";i yet-to-develop tourist industry. For this 
reason experiments with expansion of the season at 
BlenOue National park should prohahly take precedence 
over Waza. ifonly because Benoue is already skirted and 
traversed by all-x eathcr roads. 
[Visdonio/ .'ta/lishing NVational Parks 

Despite these difficulties, Cameroon has taken an 
active and hold role iii the estabish mont and manace­
ment of Inational parks. Why? The real or potential
contribilion of national parks to the national economy 
provides only par' of the answer. Caneroon as at 
amalgamation of diverse tribal, language, and religious. 
groups and Lhe2re has been little assirance thalt these 
diverse groupscould form national lova lties transcending
tribal institutions. ..\chiCeent of nationhood. iiamelvpolitical development, is valued beyond immediate econ­
omic return. National parks and cqni, alent reserves ser\ ethe political aims of the state, and coIIseluentlv they 
are supported. Though visitttion of' tile parks b' 

Cancroonia ns is slight, their consiervation has been the 
subject of" an aggressive public education programute
which has the eftect of !*oLusing at tention oil tile nation. 
its beaity, and its di\e1 ,ity, rather than upon any
particular locality. Visiati on oif' he parks by foireiters is 
noticeahle and a source i.f" pride. Use of the p:irks by
intermational cesearch scientists is likewise a point of 
pride. as is (aneroon's prestic amlllolng nations and 
iternit t al etiaservatiion or.ani/atiois. 

Linlihasis on cot crvation ser,,es to dfistiigtish
'itlcroon aid CatleroMiiiIns fron ieighbouring coun­

tries, which are considered tanlfrtuuate, unpredictablc. 
and even dangerous. A proof' of Camnrooia0tln wisdom 
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and mtI uriy isthe country's responsible attitude towards 
its resou rccs as dloilst1.lrated by its parks. Time and timei It'_~lnhas been l ad of, it nielhhbttring couintry$ tha,:I 

"a hiey are different twin1) us. they ha\c killed their 

Ih~r~ IfCmrait 12;.ills for its .'oilscl:oCF nLhefforts in tile family of 
ntion.,. ,.ad te distiction hat -,cs it apart from its 

14nLZ 

nei'.Iihbotirs. contribute to belfcial .nationalismand 
national political development. 

'I"lhe greatest assurance for tle future of Cameroon'snational parks is their integration into the fabric ofCaneroonian natioalism i task which Cameroon 
appears to be taking seriously. While ability to sustain aconservation rumemaent and z() integrate establishedareas into society remains uncertain, Caneroor's lesso:. 

016 E 

t 

is that, far frot being an ulnecesSar' luxury, conser­vation. ecen in the face of stark poverty, contributesto the desclopment of nationhood. Functionalist ap­proaclies io resource exploilation. which would dismissconiscrs'ation is a ILix Iirv pit ted against economic develop­rint. fail to grasp this simple lesson. Conservation,rather than blind adherence to resource exploitation for
the simple generation of wealth, is a foundation of 
nation alism. 
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Juan Fernndez Islands: A Unique Botanical Heritage 
The outstandine interest of the flora of the JuanFernindez Islands has been wid,:ly recognized thro,-ghthe years. most no!ably as a result of the extendeu -Ind

distinguished studies of the late Carl Skottsbert and Iisassociates. The [tree scattered islands comprising thisremote group. which are 1e rtiary in origin and lie in thePtcific Ocean bte cin 0065 and 835 kin west of the middle
of the coast ol'central Chile. are characterized by avarietyof unusual growth-forms among plants and nearly 60"!%o'endemisin anong tile vascular specics. An alarmingnut er of these unique plants arc now threatened byerosion arid by the continuing spread off aggressive
continental species introduc._ed by Man. 

Peculiaritiesoe the Flora 
One hundred and fortv-six species of native floweringplants have been recorded frorm the archipelago,

including I endernic family (Lactoridaccae), 10 endemic genera, and no liewer than 97 endemic species (Porter,
19s';4). The ferns and fern allies are represented by54 species,. 19 of which are considered to be enidemic;7hir.Noptcris. one of Iour genera (;Iftree-ferns, forrms the
enderiic monotvprc family 'Ihvrsopleridaceae (Kunkcl,It908"t. 1lie high pcrcentagc o'f crid-'niics (nearly 67%!,of pharmeroans as coumipared with sorie 42% for 	tire(aklpagos, iandsi is attributed to the extended isolation
of the Juan Fermindez islands, ato low incidence of 

colonization by natural immigration from mainland sources, and to a wide range of habitats provided by theprominent geographical relief of the two main islands 
(Table 1).

Most spectacular has been the evolution in the familyConpositae (Astcraceac). with 5oftlic unique genera. Of a total of 30 species. 28 are endenic (KUnkel. 1968). Themajority of these arc shruibby or arborescit in habit,ranging from I to 5 in height, with t pcally erectbranches supporting terminal rosettcs of 	large leaves;several of the species Ih'ih'orix (f(Table II) have beengiven the name ot~cabbap,*trcc- ' ofthese islands (Fig. I).Temperate vet huidiforest conditions in the more 
clevated parts of the islands (Fie 2) have favoured thedevelolment of a woody growth lhabit also in a number
of o: her fam ilies that are Inore conlllollilv associated withherbaccous species. Arliong these may he cited Selkirkia
(l-oragii;accaef. Ih'tbnhcrn'ia(CanParirilaceae), Chieno­podiuur ((-'hctropodlaceact. l/atago (l'lauatpiraceae),
lr.Tig~n (Urn beCllli rae). and Bochmertu (Urticaceae).

fly contrast, two species of the comnposite genus Robin-Sonti Ihave the unusual habit idllahbitat of epiphytes on
tree-ferns. 

Adaptive radiation occi rs in ]o/untronja (see Carlquist,1974. for dCtailI,) and. i,,re str.inrplv, i I'n/roserisand
its segregate gencra (l'ilocoiicovs'ris, lh..yeroseris, andRea), ariong species that are typical of' arid coastal or 
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