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PREFACE
 

Plant protection measres in hopical agrirritnri are prereqtisites to insure 
and increase crop yields. In irriQatad arrtiltre, water bodies like ivers and 
channels are parts of ti e prodntction sysiteri ire.dinri propo lldiharjelltet, in 
which control of actrattic weets is air iirte.. rt part. Malaijoirrent of iqitlic weeds 
otter beolnie as irrurtaht as t1'l of tiertwrlral winis. I hei rlrativo offects 
such as inreased eVi'Otlilspirlion, physical blockage of walerways, sifting, 
arnd IdtnrrI;cdr how o)fWter fu examiple jnstily colilrol activities. 

Iher.efore tie t)e..tschi Ges(tsischaft fil Tuhnische Zirsartrienarbeit (GTZ), 
Gm&b I, (Guirirm Aijm',, fork rRical Coopration), asssisled the Dernocratic 
RepulhirC of SnuLiLi ill cOfitrotinoj one of the woist aqtatlic weeds known, the 
waterhyaciritti, which was t.rocliaii, a Natiauml Pest, Initial assistnce in 
1972 to codhct cihliru;ir control ileas-mIs (,Xpalitti into a systellls approach 
Inciitirig tile atitizaton of water hr/acirrtir. 

Since i9O?, the tatter aspect sturdily rjruw more irrplrurant, as riricated by the 
estabisrrrui of a Waterliy,+irr.h-Utihit.n-Pr.ject in 1978. nThestrong 
dependtence of tile importedll ne ,itu(a on at-nNWald derrvales hrad inflenced 
this decision emase, at this tirrre, positive tsults on tre se of aterhyacinth 
biorrass for en ngy .enreratior co.ld ie uxpected. tie bilateral puot project
developed tecriologies onl tIhe rtilization of water iryacintr, which also could be 
trarsfetrud 1o ottler cotLr ies adapteliutu:al coilditions. 

This book currrilts setected reslts of tie project activities and is interded to 
motivate rearinis towards inierliscil)tinay ii ojets irieyrttirig agricultural ant 
biotechnical approectres. It is hope( tMal rrany wotild tbe rncoirraged t,)explore 
by tl erselves Ie relevace ictI ada)tuIbliy Of Ireltecniques descIihud to their 
Slecitic envirormirirts and sociocoomuics connrictioris. 
Deutsche Gusellsciaftrr ic hniscre Ztsarrlierratbeit (GTZ) GmlbiH 
- Gerrmar Agency tor lechnrical Coopeat ion (GiZ) 
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