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PREFACE

Throughout the world, both in industrialized and developing countries,
the radio is a major communication force for improving the quality of
people's lives. It is a daily companion for several hours to billions, and the
size of its audience increases steadily. It pro~ides entertainment, news, and
infor:nation needed to !;eep the average citizen adjusted to his world. In
addition, it is a major social force in shaping the personalitie~ of youth.

With growing awareness, those who wish to improve the lot of the most
disadvantaged segments of society are realizing the potential value of radio,
and are making use of it in their efforts. Social development, in the First,
Second, and Third Worlds, is communicated in major part by radio.

This little volume is intended to be of help to those who wish to make
use of radio (hopefully in conjunction with other media) to promote sccial
development. The focus is on teclmiques for imparting essential information,
motivation, and legitimization for new ideas and practices to an audience
which, generally speaking, can be described as "below the poverty line" or is
otherwise socially disadvantaged.

The Authors
January, 1979
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01apter One

THE USE OF RADIO FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Donald J. Bogue

When faced with the problem of trying to inform large masses of widely
dispersed rural and semiliterate or illiterate people about new ideas, services,
or products that can improve their lives, a social development worker can
turn to one of the most promising solutions-the radio.

In remote villages made almost inaccessible by difficult terrain ;jnd poor
roads, in almost every nation on earth, there is at least on(; transistor radio
in working order, which is listened to daily. Usually there arc several. Similarly,
throughout the mushroom-like settlements of impoverished squatters that sur
round most metropolitan cities, one also finds radios playing all through the
day and into the night. On the assumption that a high proportion of these
listeners arc natural opinion leaders in their community, and that by the two
step now process they will repeat some of what they hear to their neighbors
and friends, each of these radio sets is a potential field worker for a program
of soci~l development.

Each year the number and quality of these radio sets i'1crease. For the
present and the foreseeable future, radio has the ability to reach people who
cannot or do not read, whom it would be difficult or expensive to visit per
s<>nally, yet who urgently need to be informed of and motivated to participate
in programs that will bring about improvements in their personal Jives, their
communities, and their nations.

However, this "radio solution" to the task of communication for social
development can be highly deceptive. The radio has a long history of disap
pointing those who want to use it primarily for public education, social rrog
ress, or promoting the conllnon good. Careful monitoring usually reveals
that, when "educational programs" are aired, all but a tiny fraction of the
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audience quietly turns the dial to another station or simply turns the set off
in order to save the batteries for a time when something more interestin~ is
available. Most of the audience that is left are already converted. Although
radio may be cost-effective and useful in reaching this sJnall congregation of
believers in order to provide them with additional facts, to stimulate them to
talk to their neighbors, and to reinforce them in their convictions, this should
not be confused with effectively reaching the great masses of persons who are
uninformNI and unmotivated.

In many developing countries, one finds radio stations operated by mis
sionary groups which preach sermons over the radio, without gaining many
converts. In a very real sense, communicators for social development programs
are playing the role of missionary for some socially desirable cause; they too
are ~eeking to gain converts to that cause, be it safe drinking water, better
nutrition, longer breast feeding, or family planning. Most radio programs that
are obviously "educational" or "welfare oriented" in their content do not
reach the intended audience simply because that audience has little interest in
being "saved."

Thus, althougil it is true that people like to listen to radios, as demon
strated by the millions of very poor people who spend substantial portions of
their meager incomes in purchasing small transistor sets and batteries to keep
them running, it is not true that these people arc automatically a part of the
audience for social development programming. The money they spend for
radio Iistcninr could very well be spent for food. clothing, or other essentials.
Their primary objective in making this s~crifice is not to gain a better educa
tion; they listen for news and entertainment.

Th.: limitations of radio's ability to educate have been well known to broad
ca~ters for at least thirty years. For example, in 1945 the Natioilal As!">ocia
tion of Broadcasteis sponsored a nationwide sample study of the strengths and
weaknesses of the radio industry in the United States. The research was guided
and analyzed by the famous communication researcher, Paul Lazarsfeld. In
his c1,,~<;ic report. TIle People Look at Radio, a special effort was made to dis
cover in what way people regard radio as a source of learning. (n order to
discover how people used radio, the multiple-choice question in Table I-I was
asked. The statistics in the right-hand column report the percent of respon
d.::nts who selected eal.!l of the choices.·

Inasmuch as this survey Vias taken at a time when television was still in its
infancy, and radio was !">till the major medium of mass electronic communica
tion, this finding that about one-half of the listeners /lever use the radio for
learning, but only for news and entertainment, is relevant for most developing
"Countries today.

This. however, is only one part of Lazarsfeld's discoveries. lie also found
that "the people who are m')re susceptible to radio education are those who
need it less.,,2 Educated people tended to use the radio for learning, while

•
l
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Table 1-1. WHICH OF THE FOLLOWING BEST DESCRIBES THE
WAY YOU YOURSELF USE THE RADIO?

Response Percent

Totd 100

1. I OI&y Ke t the neWI trolD the radio,
but otherwise use It only tor
entertalruaent 16

.. Be! lde! the news and entertainment,
1 like to 118ten to some serious or
educational programs once in a while. 46

3. I Usten mostly to serious programs
Of' educations1 proKralD.s Rnd wtsh
there were more of them 6

4 • No oplnlon. 2
.6

r

rC!lIpondents y percent )
fI~ld ot learnl""

CoU"Ke
HlKh GrallUl8T

lIchool ""chonl

Gt'"nernl knowledR'c (poll tics. current
evcntl' , hilltory, '1u17. pro"ram".
rellR'ton, Be tence. med Ie tne,
art, ItE'0KTdphy, travel. 94 68 49

Proctlco1 informatton (holDCmaklnR'r
8Krlculture, advertlRlnR'. or
shopl'lnK informatton) 23 35 30

Cui tural or enjoyment IntoMla t 10n
(mu8Ic, dr8Ma, .ports>. 33 28 17

Don't leern from rldl0 or 11ll1ten
only tor- enter-to Inment. 14 20 36

Table 1-2. ASIDE FROM NEWS, IN WHAT OTHER FIELDS DOES THE
RADIO ADD TO YOUR INFORMATION OR KNOWLEDGE?

I Educational attainment or
(b (0)

C·)Thc percentllittHI add to more thIn IOU beclufle more than one
.nllwor per person w." posfllble,
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less-educated people WCr(: much less prone to do this. (Sec Table 1-2. The reo
sponses were cross·tabulated by the educational level of the respondents.)3

It is clear that the least·educated persons had also learned the least, while
the most-educated persons had learned the most from radio. Tilese statistics
(which are typical of'many other, later studies) do not imply tilat it is impos
sible to use tile radio [rJr social de~'elopment. but only tilat radio ilas definite
limitations for tlds kind ofcommunication.

This manual is dedicated to a discussion of how to minimize and overcome
these limitations, to push back the barriers to radio learning .;lnd radio moti
vation for social development programs. It is believed that much of this diffi
culty lies not with th,~ listener, but with the hroadcaster. By making the forms
(programs and commercials) more interesting and entertaining, we believe it is
possible for importar.t social development information to be received, und-::r
stood, and accepted by a high percentage of the radio audience. Our attention
and efforts will be especially focused upon the least educated and most tradi·
tionally minded segments of the audience.

The solution to the use of radio for social development
The traditional mode of getting people to learn is by direct teaching; the

pupils arc assembled in the classroom and a teacher then gives a lecture during
which the desired information is imparted. Many a schcolboy and schoolgirl
found this a dull and joyless experience. They were greatly relieved when
graduation or lhe call of other duties freed them from the need to attend
school. A high percentage of adults still carry this attitude towards classroom
education. Much educational programming for radio has followed this class
room pattern. The radio audience has been treated as if it is a class of students
waiting to be instructed. A credible teacher is then presented to them, and a
segment of radio time, ten to sixty minutes, is devoted to his or her presenta·
tion. The inability of this approach to attract and retain a sizable audience of
general listeners is now wel1 known. When the lecture format is used, the
programmers hope that the privilege of listening to an extraordinarily popular,
famous, or high·status person may take some of the curse off the radio-lecture
method of social development communication. Except for this special case,
the solution to the usc of radio for social development lies in entirely differ
ent directions.

The "solution" proposed in this monograph rests upon the fol1owing find
ings from radic researc!l:

I. Almost all listeners enjoy hearing n~ws over the radio.
2. A high percentage of the radio listeners respect the radio as a source of

information; they believe it is a tru~tworthy and credible informant. There·
fore, what they hear they tend to believe.

3. More than one-half of most radio blOadcasting is mu~ic, because this is
the form of entertainment listeners want most to hear. \ -
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4. People who listen to radic qlJickly become accustomed to and accept
short "commercial" or advertising messages (often called "spot announce
ments")_

5. Certain types of nonmusical radio plOgrams are very popular with major
segments of the radio audience. Among these are:

Radio plays
Serial dramas ("soap operas")
Comedy programs
Variety programs
Quiz programs
Talks or discussions about public issues
Sports events
Religious broadcasts
Talks on farming (rural aurliences)
Homemaking programs (female audience).

The solution to the problem of overcoming the resistance of listeners to
"being educated" instead of "being entertained" is to try to do both simul
taneously. The strategy should be to introduce the messages of social devclop
ment communication into radio programs of thc types which the audicnce
likes to hear, and to do so in such an interesting and entertaining way that
learning becomes a pleasant and rewarding e.xperience. Instead of trying to
replicate the teacher-classroom situation over the air, the communicator com
plies with the listening preferences of his audience and "packages" his mes
sages in forms that blend in with and/or renect the programming the audience
is accustomed to accepting.

This approach to communication places far grcater demands upon the com
municator than thc conventional approach. It places him in the mainstream
of radio program,.,ing and demands that he come up with productions which
match those of the industry in terms of audience appeal and performance
quality. It demands that the communicator interact closely with the regular
producers of radio programs and integrate his efforts with theirs. The measure
of success for social development communication programming is the degrce
to which the average listener is unable to distinguish it from general entertain
ment programming, or the absence of feelings of disappointment or dismay
(including the desire to turn thc dial or flick the OFF switch) when such
programming appears.

In some quarters therc is an erroneous belief that the solution recom
mcnded above is a "marketing approach" or an "advertising approach" to
promoting a new idea or practice. The truth of the mattcr is that professional
classroom educators discovered long ago that the classroom lecture method
was a very ineffcctive method of ~ducation and that learning in classrooms is
greatly improved by "programming" of the type recommended above. Drama
tization, games, discussions, contests, "show and tell," and other entertaining

•
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al ~ivities that introduce comedy, suspense, drama, and fun have found their
way not only into the schoolroom but also into audio-visua! and television
programming for education. Sesame Street is a world-famous example of this
approach applied to television. We simply propose to make a mammoth ef
fort to apply these ideas to radio.

It is true that business corporations and advertisers were among the tirst
to discover that these principles work via radio as well as in the classroom and
have applied them to marketing consumer products and services. In this boo',
we will not be recommending that development communicators copy all of
the specific program techniques or the viewpoints of advertisers and mar
keters. I.lstead, we will suggest that we break their monopoly, learn what is
valid and useful for social communication from them, and proceed to innovate
in behalf of the particular campaigns that we are attempting to promote.

Social development campaigns that can bendit
from radio programming

The number and variety of topics that can benefit from radio programming
is large. Because the intention of this manual is to state general principles
rather than to present specifics, we will simply list some of the particular
topics in order to illustrate the wide range of"items which we believe can
benefit from this approach to radio programming. The following are typical
items from health and medical programs:

(a) the importance of prenatal diet and medical care for the health of a
mother and her newborn child,

(b) foods to give a baby when weaning is started and how to prepare them,
(c) practical meals and foods for promoting the growth and health of

growing. children,
(d) preventing and treating diarrhe:t in babies, young children, and adults,
(e) symptoms of common infectious diseases and what to do when they

appear,
(f) the importance of breast-feeding babies during their first year of life

and the foods which lactating mothers should eat,
(g) the causes of important infectious diseases (tuberculosis, malaria,

cholera, leprosy) and how to prevent these diseases from spreading,
(h) vaccinations-how they work and the importance of innoculating

everyone,
0) first aid treatment for common injuries, accidents, and health emer

gencies,
(j) family planning and methods of contraception.

Examples from the area of agricultural education include:
(a) how to determine the best fertilizer mixture for particular crops and

the quantity to be applied,

=
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(b) the advantages and disadvantages of new species or hybrid varieties of
agricuitural crops,

(c) the importance of growi;tg vegetables for home consumption and how
to go about having a homp, garden,

(d) common crop diseases and how to prevent or combat th~m,

(e) plant and animal insect p~su. and how to control them.
A long list of examples could be given from other areas, such as home eco
nomics, sex education, and community development.

Content and organization of this manual
The remaining eight chapters of this volume deal with principles of radio

programming in th,: "entertainment tradition" recommended above as the so
lution to social development communication problems. Chapters Two and
Three deal with matters that pertain to all programming in general. Chapter
Four deals with the very important topic of "spot announcements" or public
announcements. Chapters Five and Six discuss the highly important topic of
radio drama. Chapter Seven deals with the radio forum. Some examples of
radio programming for social development are described in Chaptcr Eight
while Chapter Nine discusses ,h~ f.opk of pretesting and evaluating radio
programming.

Because the materials are intended to be statements of general principles
that might apply throughout the world in almost every culture, the reader
is encouraged to modify and adapt them to his particular context. One of the
most important principles, dealt with in the next chapter, is the necessity to
know the audience, its media habits, its level of knowledge, and its attitudcs
towards the topic of communication. This calls for country-specific research.
Unfortunately, this basic ingredient is weak in most developing countries. It
is a topic of such importance that it is the subject of a separate manual in this
series.4

Reading this manual should be only the first step in bcginning the produc
tion of effective radio communication for social developm"nt. The next steps
should consist of:

(a) holding numerous and dctailed discussions about your problems with
as many different producers of successful commercial or general radio
programs as possible,

(b) listening attentively and critically to a large number and variety of
radio programs, trying to analyze what makes each one a successful
or unsuccessful program,

(c) producing trial examples of materials pertaining to your particular
topic and submitting them to experienced producers for criticism and
possible revision,

(d) pretesting your materials on small samples of the intended audience.
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FOOTNOTES

I Paul F. Lazarsfeld, The People Look at Radio: Report on a Survey Conducted by
the National Opinion Rescarc!1 Co::nter and Analyzed and Interpreted by ti,e Bureau Of
Applied Social Research (Chapel Hill, North Carolina: University of North Carolina
Press, 1946), p. 55.

2 lbid., p. 71.

31b1d., p. 72.

400nald J. Bogue, Techniques for ti,e Measllrement of Media Habits and Preferences
(in preparation).
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Chapter Two

PROGRAMMING AND PRODUCTION CONSIDERAHONS
IN DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMMING

Ten]' Peigh

Broadcasting serves a threefold purpose: the maintenance, extension, and trans
mission of a culture. It must concern itself with emergent values, but it must
concern itself even more with those transmitted values without which no society
can achieve continuity and stability.

J. Schupham.
Broadcasting and the Community

Introduction
The effective use of radio in disseminating favorable attitudes towards

social development is limited only by the development organization's credi·
bility I creativity, and accuracy. It is our contention that a proper use of these
variables, combined with a firm understanding of the principles of radio pro·
gramming and production, can increase the effectiveness of social development
programs around the world.

The best way to approach this study of radio programming and production
is to note the interrelationship between the disciplines of regular broadcast
communication and social development (SD) communications. The social
development organization is engaged in promoting the adoption of new social
services and beliefs; it must utilize the medium of radio in a manner that will
best facilitate this effort. That effort will be much more likely to succeed if it
makes use of the same principles and production techniques that have been
effective in regular broadcast communications. The first part of this chapter
deals with the overall orientation needed to begin an SO radio program. The
second section concludes with a detailed offering of how best to use the
medium of radio to construct effective professional radio programs.

9
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Study (if the targe~ audience
Effective radio programming and production must be preceded by a de

tailed study of the target audience. Only through careful selection and
analysis of the intended audience can a programmer "est use this medium to
further social development within a region.

We have assumed that the social development organization has already
decided upon the specific problem about which it plans to diffuse radio
messages. We have also assumed that the general rontent of these messages
has been arrived at through discussion and consensus among the SO profes
sional staff. The project is now at a stage where actual programming and
prcduction must begin. Before writing scripls and starting rehearsals, however,
time must be taken to identify exactly who is in the audience that has to be
reached· and to study that audience in order to produce a program that
will be found entertaining and believable.

This step begins by determining which groups within the general listening
audience are most affected by the particular SO problem. If it is the prenatal
care of pregnant women, the relevant audience consists of women of repro
ductive age. The husbands of these women arc a secondary desirable audience.
If the program is to deal with a p::rticular plant disease, the audience will
consist of farmers who grow the crops which this particular disease attacks.
It might be decided to prepare the program primarily for only a segmen t of
the relevant audience: for example, the opinion leaders, the rural folk, the
older or the younger members. Instead of leaving the target audience vaguely
understood, a brief statement should be written describing precisely the scope
of the relevant audience and the subgroup(s) within that audience which will
be the prime target of the programming.

A. Opinion leaden as the target audience. The strategy of aiming the
messages primarily at opinion leaders has a solid basis in theory. Opinion
leaders are local people who learn most easily from radio and who arc among
the first to adopt new idea5. They arc persons who function as small, inter
personal broadcast stations, telling their friends and neighbors what they
have heard. Within local villages, the more passive, less venturesome "opinion
followers" are more effectively persuaded by the words and demonstrations
of these indigenous opinion leaders than by the mass media or even by field
workers sent in from outside. The "two-step flow hypothesis" that ideas and
concepts "flow from the mass media to opinion leaders and from them to the
less active sections of the population"! is now three decades old, and has been
reverified many times in numerous cultures and with respect to a wiele variety
of SO themes as well as the marketing of commercial products. Therefore, by

·ThiJ information can. be gleaned from national health records, pUblic and private
health surveys, and audience feedback (comments and queries).

I
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using radio to reach the opinion leaders of a community, one sets into motion
a chain reaction by which social development concepts can be communicated
on a more personal and more effective level. The ability of the mass media to
reach opinion leaders and innovators tends to be culture specific and, at times,
difficult, but the empirical results of Tigert and Arnold (anci numerous other
researchers) demonstrate that the innovator segment of the population can be
reached. 2 The motivational forces behind the spreading of SD-related ideas
by opinion leaders are the desire to perform a service to their community and
nation and the need for self·involvement. 3 On the receiving end of this rela
tionship, the forces motivating others to seek and accept information from
opinion leaders are founded on desires to receive important information
(information relating to unfamiliar situations which involve taking some risks
or performing new behaviors) from known and reliable people (namely, the
opinion leaders of t.heir social, religious, political, or vocational groups) on a
level more personal than that offered by radio. For communicating ideas
relating to subjects as personal and important as any social development
theme, use of opinion leaders as a communication intermediary is often the
recommended approach.

Opinion leadership exists on several levels: social (via entertainers, educa·
tors, and leaders of neighborhood clubs, fraternal organizations, and recrea·
tional clubs), political, religious, and vocational (immediate work groups,
factory work groups, union groups, trade groups). Within each level, opinion
leadership varies by topic; young women may be opinion leaders for style
and fashion while older women may be opinion leaders on how to care for
sick children. The identifi.;ation of exactly who, by name, merits the label of
opinion leader is an overwhelming task which, luckily, does not have to be
undertaken.· Rather, it is more important to estimate the radio listening
patterns and habits of the audience which you believe would be most inter
ested in the information and to make efforts to secure broadcast time in line
with these listening patterns. For example, in one community it may be found
that potential opinion leaders for a given topic tend to listen to radio in the
time segments immediately preceding and following the local evening news·
casts, a homemakers program, or a religious program. If such were the case,
the data would lead the SD organization to purchase (or solicit) these time
segments.t

·No:e that opinion leaders need not be of the same educational and social level as
those whose opinions they "lead."

tCaution should be taken here in assuming that all audiences are firmly entrenched
in pre.establlshed listening pallerns and that the radio programmer should only concern
himself with determining these patterns and fitting his program into these time slots.
For some audience segments. this listening pattern need not be so firmly established;
the presence of a radio program important to an audience member In a time other than
that of his daily listening pattern may lead him to adjust his listening schedule, if he can
be informed beforehand that such a program is to be aired.
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The designing of radio programs directed to opinion leaders req uires special
note, for the intention here is not simply to further effective social develop
ment via the broadcasting of information to radio listeners, but also to induce
these listeners, the opinion leaders, to distribute further this information to
other pCCJple. As mentioned earlier, opinion leaders undertake their role in an
effort to satisfy a netd for self-involvement and service to the community.
Therefore, the structvre and make-up of the SD-oriented radio program
directed to opinion leaders should be such as to make it easier to satisfy
these needs. This can be facilitated in at least two ways:

1. Stimulate tile listener, the opinion leader, to feel that his conversa·
tion about a particular SD subject with his group will be beneficial

to his community or nation aorl will heighten his uwn status in the
eyes of his associates. For example, the program could describe how
the families of his friends, the commllnity, and the nation would
benefit by greater use of family planning methods. It could also
stress the importance of local action in solving the problem of over
size families und overly-rapid population growth, and the importance
which he as a person can gain by stimulating this local action.

2. Offer facts and information to the opinion leaders that will support
their presentation to their constituents. As an example, the program
could provide background details and the rationale of disease pre
vention projects, the location of health centers participating in
these projects, the truth or lack of truth surrounding rumors on
disease immunization, the importance of unanimous support and par
ticipation if the disease is to be conquered.

For most effective programming for opinion leaders, it would be desirable
to know as many facts as possible about them-their sex, rural-urban residence,
age, level of education, occupation, beliefs, and values. Their media habits
and preferences (times of listening and type of programming preferred) should
also be known. Lacking specific research evidence, the programmers must
rely on any available indirect evidence, or the opinions of experienced pro
ducers in the radio industry, and upon .he results of pretests.

:1. Demographic subgroups as tlte target audience. In the radio and tele
vision illdustries, "audience demographics" refers to the composition of the
audience by age, sex, ethnicity, urban-rural residence, occupation, and educa
tional attainment. It is a well-established fact that the audience for a particular
radio program, or even for a particular radio station, is not a simple cross
section of all radio listeners. Instead, the young people tend to have favorite
radio programs and even favorite radio stations, while older people tend to
concentrate on other programs and possibly other stations. Some programs
are of interest primarily to women and others to men. Others are intended
for people of a particular ethnic or religious group. Still others may be
intended to attract persons who do particular types of work or who have a
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certain level of education (high or low). The demographic composition of the
audience for a particular radio station, and of all stations combined, may
change radically with the time of day or evening, with the day of the week,
and with the season of the year.

It often will be found desirable to focus the programming upon a particu
lar demographic subgroup in an effort to communicate with persons of a
particular age, sex, race, culture, ethnic background, or other demographic
characteristic. The strategy behind directing an SO program to such a very spe
cific audience subsector is based on the truth that such an effort can lead to
greater audience identification with the program (Le., identification with its
characters and its characters' problems and worries) and thus greater "radio
program efficiency." Granted, a program aimed at as specific and small an
audience as, for example, sixteen- to twenty-one-year-old boys and girls,
many of whom are in need of vocational advice or appropriate sex ~ducation,

does not allow your message to reach the masses, but the strength and force
of the message to this young teenage audience can enable the radio program
to be more effective and efficient in communicating to the audience it docs
reach.

The radio listener, in normal en tertainment listening, has a desire for pro
gramming that is compatible with his personality and opinion make-up, in
order that he may enjoy the entertainment and identify with it. But when the
radio programmer goes beyond pure entertainment in his presentation and
combines entertainment with messages concerning the often emotional (and
at times, worrisome) SO topics of, for example, prenatal care, child care, u:
venereal diseases, this need on behalf of the audience for specifically targeted,
identifiable programs is magnified. With such personal topics the audience
may often erect a perceptual defense or screen, thereby inhibiting the com·
munication of information potentially useful to them. Often, the onl)' way to
break through this defense is to produce radio programs which are specifically
directed to a definite demographic subsector and contain readily identifiable
positions and problems. Examples of such specific demographic subsectors
are young married women, young married men, young married couples, un·
married women, unmarried men, teenage girls, teenage boys, the mothers of
teenage boys or girls, the fathers of teenage boys or girls, middle·aged couples,
men and/or women of a certain ethnicity, income level, occupation, or edu·
cationallevel.'"

While the l.rientation of radio progr~ms for one spedfic demographic sub
sector may be called for in one locale, in another area one may find the need
to direct the radio program to a particular combination of demographic sub·

• A further subgrouping rclatcs to audicncc prcdisposition towards a particular SI)
program-is thc dcmographic subscctor you seek to reach initially in favor of or opposcd
to that SD program? This subjcct will bc covercd in a later section.
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sectors. For example, it may be the opinion of an SD organization that the
lack of parent·teen communication regarding drug use is a growing problem in
that area. With this recognized problem, the SO group may feel that such
communication may well be improved by a series of radio programs, some
aimed at parents and others aimed at their children.

Truly effective programming for demographic subsectors requires a knowl
edge of the media habits and preferences of each such subsector, and the
opinions and prejudices which the subscctors hold concerning the topics to
be discussed in the communication. Unfortunately, in most developing natioils
this information is rarely available, and the programmer must proceed by
making usc of the opinions of experienced producers. We strongly urge that
SO organ~zations sponsor a small-sample media habits and preferences survey
as a foundation. Only by studying the audience in some depth is it possible
to design programming that will be genuinely entertaining and persuasive.

Programming: use of the broadcast schedule
One of the greatest constraints which the programmer must cope with, and

one that plays a critical role in the eventual writing of the script, involves the
availability of broadcas', time to the SO organization. If the SO group is in a
position to purchase a 'olock of time on the broadcast schedule or has a choice
of time slots, then the group l'an proceed in selecting the station and time slot
that best corresponds with tIll' known availability and listening habits of the
sought·after audience. The selection of which station to use and which specific
time slot to purchase requires the SO group to determine the following
listening patterns and habits of its desired audience:

(a) What days do members of the sought-after audience listen to radio?
(b) What time periods in the day do they listen?
(c) How long do they listen during these time periods?
(d) What are the seasonal factors entering into a group's listening pat

terns and habits? For example, how does the harvesting schedule
affect the listening habits of the rural male audience? How docs warm
weather affect your sought-after audience's listening habits'! Ooes
your audience spend more time away from home and the radio during
the summer months?

(e) What are their favorite radio stations?
(f) What arc their favorite radio programs, which they listen to regularly,

and when are they aired? (It is desirable to avoid these times in order
not to compete with favored other listening.)

Quite often, finding answers to the above questions can be one of the most
difficult problems in the entire process of radio program development. One
possible way to determine such radio·use information is through the purchase
of audience measurement dat~. Al''.H,,;:ce measurement organizations compile

lJ""--
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information on who listens to which program, on which day of the week,
during which month. But since such data-collecting services are not available
in all areas of the world-and when it is available, the cost of such a service is
often prohibitive-the SO group must at times rely on other sources of infor
mation. Following arc thrce alternative ways to o'btain such needed demo
graphic data:

(n) from the broadcast station,
(Il) from local advertisers, and
(c) directly from thc sought-after audience.

TIle raah) statio;. (or stations) with which you are negotiating may already be
a subscriber to one of these audience mcasurement services and may offer its
data to prospective station users at no charge. The station may also have pre
viously conducted audience make-up surveys on its own and might be agree
ablc to providing access to the results of such surveys.

If the radio station functions on a commercial basis, the SO group may be
able to obtain audience information from radio station advertisers. Often this
can bc accomplished by either personally visiting the advertiser and viewing
the data hc has compiled on the demographics of radio use in that area, or
mcrc:ly by paying strict attention to the type of advertisemcnts found in
various parts of the radio schedule. For example, a preponderance of adver
tisements in one time segment for products used mainly by young housewivcs
may give a true picture of that radio audience's make·up. (In reference to this
example, the SO organization should be cautious abLut assuming that only fe·
11t11es of the ages twenty·five to thirty listen to radio at the time one finds ad·
1 ~rtisements for this demographic group.) This lattcr approach assumes that
lile advertisers are aware of audience demographics and that they schedule
their own advertisements on the basis of such demographic information.
Whether or not this assumption is a realistic one for a specific area is a ques·
tioh :hatthe SO group must answer for itself.

Another way to determ:nc audience Iistcning pattcrns is to qucstion dircct
ly that sought-after audience. Small-sample studies which can provide essential
infonna~ion of usable precision can be conducted comparatively quickly at.
low cost. Such a study can pay rich dividends if it precedes a long.term pro
gram to :.tttain some important social development goal in which a substantial
investment of funds and effort is to be made, or which is of vital importance
for the success of other social development programs.

The previous discussion was based on the assumption that the SO group
could select the time and part of the day (segment) best suited to reaching a
preselectcd audience subsector. Such a situation, unfortunately, docs not
always exist. Often, the group is afforded littlc, if any, choice in the selection
of time slots for thc social development radio program. Whcn such a rLstrictcd
situation docs arise, the group must reorient its approach from one of select-
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ing the best time for a given audience to on~ of reaching the most important
audience in a given time slot. Rather than starting with a particular audience
in mind and then selecting the best time to broadcast a program directed at
that audience, the group must now discover which audience segment they
could assist the most given a specific time. Therefore, the programming deci
sion (direction, approach, theme, audience) must, at times, be made after the
SO group is given a segment of broadcast time. This constraint is brought to
light in the following example. An SO group decided it wanted to create a radio
program for teens on the subject of skin disease and facial care but could only
get such a program scheduled for broadcast at a time during which the teer,
agel's were in school or working on the farm. The broadcast of that program
at that time would not reach the audipnce for which it was created. But if,
during that allotted time, there existed a large radio audience of mothers, the
SO group could make better use of the available broadcast time by perhaps
creating a pro~am for mothers on how best to discuss skin problems and their
care with their teenage daughters and sons. Accurate and appropriate recogni
tion of both the available and sought-after audiences is very important to
effective radio programming.

Analysis of audience predisposition and attitudes
towards social development

While the previous discussions centered mostly around the demographic
characteristics of the target and listening audience (and the need to specify
those characteristics before undertaking the actual production of a radio
program), effective radio programming requires that attention must also be
directed to an analysis of audience predispositional knowledge and attitudes
towards SO matters. Are you seeking an audience with no knowledge of your
subject or an audience with perhaps a little exposure to the subject matter?
Are you seeking an audience opposed to or in favor of a certain SD program?
Th" rationale for these questions is probably best brought to ligh t when
10' .•fig at the issue of family planning.

If it is determined that your audience has little or no awareness of family
planning,· the programmer should seriously consider creating a radio program
that is motivational in nature and not filled witlt detailed procedures. Were
he to present a pure "how to" program to this target audience, his effort
might be totally wasted; the audience members might not be at the stage
where they are ready to learn about various family planning methods. The
first step should be to motivate the audience towards approving the principles
of family plannt"g.

Research which reveals the level and type of awareness that a target
audience possesses of an SO subject is also of value in that it outlines those

·An SD organization can obtain this information from correspondence with its
audience, health studies and research, or consumer polls.

.'
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subject areas which are most misunderstood. If a program concerned with
dispelling erroneous family planning rumors is to be effective, the program
mer must obviously have a firm awareness of the prevalence and exact nature
of those rumors.

The reasoning behind directing a program towards those people initially
opposed to family planning use is fairly obvious. But the reasoning behind
aiming a message at the other audience, those people already in favor of and
participating in family planning, is often entirely disregarded by radio pro
grammers. An important form of "cognitive dissonance" occurs when a client
of a service or a person using a product experiences "postdecision dissonance"
whereby the benefit and propriety of a previous decision or act is 4uestioned.4
The theory goes on to state that the person will often engage in a "postdeci
sion information search" in an effort to silence any doubts he or she may have
about that decision. In regard to family planning method use, a new client of
a family planning clinic may often seek information affirming a decision to
institute birth control practices. This postdecision information search also has
the rffect of informing the client about just what is to be expected, both
psychologically and physiologically, upon commencement of family planning
method usc. By listening to radio programs designed to reduce postdecision
cognitive dissonance, the new client can benefit in three ways. The client will
often answer any question of whether the decision to use family planning
methods was proper and called for (and thereby reduce discontinuation and
lead to further discussion of the benefits of birth control with friends and
neighbors). The person will become more aware of normal postcontraceptive
use reaction, both mental and physical. Such people will be led to seek needed
medical attention if these post contraceptive·use reactions are abnormal.

One-sided versus two-sided messages
Up~n deciding the audience he desires to reach, the time segment he wishes

to uti1i:~e, and what proportions of that audience are initially opposed to or
in favor of the proposed theme and message of the radio program, the radio
programmer must note whether that program should contain exclusively one
sided messages (messages solely centered around the favorable aspects of
~rvice and/or product use) or two·sided messages (those incor;Jorating both
the positive and negative aspects of engaging a service or utilizing a product).
A classic study, Howland et aI., investigated the factors mediatin!; the effec
tiveness of one-sided versus two·sided messages. Engel, Kollat, -:.nd Blackwell,
in their book, Consumer Behavior, summarize Hovland's findin~s:

(a) Giving both sides produced greatest attitude change in those instances
where individuals were initially opposed to the point of view which
was advocated.

(b) For those convinced of the main argument, presentation of the other
side was ineffective.5
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(c) Those with higher education were most affected when both sides were
6

presented.
Further research communication theory has indicated that the presence of
two-sided messages can have a favorable influence on source credibility as
perceived by the audience and can be effective in reducing listener counter
argumentation.7

The use of two-sided arguments in messages must be done skillflilly, how
ever. If the audience is to be persuaded, the pro-arguments mu,t definitely
outweigh the con-arguments. One of the most important functions of pre
testing is to determine the balance of opinion which people hold after listening
to two-sided messages. Many times SO communication wilt hint only vaguely
at the con-arguments, while making a strong pro-argument, on the supposition
that the full two-sided presentation will be made by personnel at the clinic or
at other points of service.

Script writing
The above observations concerning methods of communication to a select

audience are vague generalizations; they only begin to take on practical value
when properly combined and integrated into th:: planning and writing of par
ticular radio programs. Not only must the radio script writer have an accurate
perception of exactly who his audience wilt be, but he must also be aware of
the unique requirements and constraints imposed by the medium Gf radio upon
the writer seeking to diminish speaker/listener barriers. J. Schupham, in his
book, Broadcasting alld tile Community, describes this relationship when he
states:

A radio programme, as we experience it, is created by each of us to a
far greater extent than we commonly realize out of his own store of
memories and concepts and habitual responses. For that reason listening
can never be passive. Listening to a radio talk is ideally an unspoken
colloquy with the speaker. What he says is translated into thoughts or
images related to private experiences and memories. It is accepted or
rejected and leads to conclusions of which the premises have been es
tablished but forgotten. The art of the speaker lies in keeping the mind
alert in the quest for attainable meanings and moving forward towards
completion. Any good radio programme builds up patterns as various
and individual as the minds of those who listen, yet so controlled IJy
the pattern of the words that there is a full and valid act of com·
munication.8

The extent of listener participation (unspoken colloquy) with a r'ldio program
dealing with such SO subjects as child care, hygiene, or family life education
is probably much greater than listener participation with programs dealing
with such topics as conservation, pollution, or underemployment. The listener

'If.
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of a child-care radio program brings with her a definite set of beliefs ancl

emotions which can have a greater than normal effect on translating speaker
messages into "thoughts or messages related to private experiences and
memories." For this reason, greater care must be taken in the planning and
development of radio scripts directed to such subject matters.

Before undertaking a detailed discussion of how best to create and write a
radio script for a particular type of format, the radio author must have a
basic understanding of the essential ingredients and structural variables (unity,
variety, pace, and sequence) inherent in every such radio program. An expla
nation of these variables and their interrelationships is best brought out in a
paper by Lawrence W. Lichty, entitled "Analyzing Broadcast Programs:
Structure."* In this paper, the author does not limit himself strictly to public
affairs programs, but rather he considers the entire range of radio aDd televi
sion broadcast programs-an approach that should make the SO script writer
more aware of audience expectations and needs. TIle paper follows:

.. .. .. .. ..

Analyzing Broadcast Programs: Structure·

Lawrence W. Lichty

Every program director, performer, manager, and many others con
cerned with each radio or television station must try to analyze and
stdvt' to improve programs. Programs are the stuff of which broadcast·
ing is made-cliched but true. Too often critiques of programs, by
critics, broadcasters, and students alike, are of the "I don't know why
but I just like (don't like) it" type. A more systematic method of des·

·"Analyzlng Broadc"st Proarams: Structure," found wllhln "Broadcast Pro·
grams and Audience Analysis" by Lawrence W. Lichty, is revised from material
originally prepared with Joseph M. Ripley. This paper on program structure is
only one part of the more compUcated matter of programming and audiences In
radio and television. Mr. Lichty has also written a paper tilled "Analyzing Broad
cast Structure: Appeals."

::
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cribing, dissecting, examining, studying, experimenting, and innovating
in program form and content is necessary.

A number of different criteria might be applied to each broadcast
program. There is no one way to evaluate broadcast programs and, for
tunately, no magic formula to produce a suc:..essful program. What fol
lows is part of one system for evaluating programs by applying rather
specific standards relating to "structure." Structure is the way the basic
elements and smaller parts go to make up the program-that is to say,
how the program is "put together."

Units

Just as a house is built of bricks, a book of paragraphs, a play of
scenes, a broadcast program is composed of smallcr parts.

Thc basic part of a broadcast program is called a "unit." The idea
of a "unit"-a tcrm not often used in the broadcasting industry, at least
not in this specific way-is helpful to understand program structure. A
unit is a short segment of a broadcast program in which some one type
of material is presented, in which one idea dominates the action, in
which the location remains the same. The material or idea in one unit is
different, no matter how slightly, from that which immediately precedes
and that which immediately follows.

Thus, a new unit starts whenever there is a "change" in the program.
The change may be frau talk to action, from one scene to another, from
one act to another, from talk to music or dance, from one major news
story to another, or from any of these to a commercial.

While there are many examples, some typical units in broadcast pro·
grams are:

• a comedy monologue on one subject in a variety program; a
series of short related jokes is usually one unit but longer, in·
volved stories are probably each different units

• a musical number or act in a variety program
• one phonograph record in a record show, often including short

introductory remarks by the d.j.
• brief weather, sports, or other reports often with a short musical

introduction as in a record program
• the action among characters in a drama; typically a new unit starts

in a drama when any character enters or leaves a scene, when the
locale changes, or when the action changes (this is similar to the
theater's concept of the "French scene")

• a switch from a "talk" segment to an "action" sequence
• a single major news item in a news program
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• a group of very short related news items
• one round of a game or questions in a game or quiz program
• a fairly short but complete interview with a quiz contestant or

audience participant
• the question and answer relating to one idea in an interview or

forum-discussion program, or several questions and answers if
short and about one centeal idea

• a talk or discussion about one central idea
• a short talk about one topic as in a farm, homemaker, or ill forma·

tion progr~m

• a complete commercial
• the program opening including titles, etc. (this is not necessarily

the first unit of the program)
• the closing of a program, with credits, etc.
Typically, a unit would be from a half-minute to three or four

minutes. A few might be shorter or longer.
The concept of "unit" is not easily explained. However, we suggest

that you simply listen* to programs and look for what we call units.
Several persons working together quickly find they agree most of the
time on units. While there will be some difficulty and disagreement you
will learn much about the construction of broadcast programs. An un·
uerstanding of the unit is important to the analysis of program structure.

Pace
Effective pace and change of pace helps to arouse listener interest.

People do not give their complete attention to anyone stimulus, thing,
idea, or action for a very long period at anyone time. For example,
watch children (who have an especially short attention span) as they
"flit" from one thing to another. Usteners too, will not pay t>ttention to
any single stimulus in a broadcast program for very long.

Most basic to the idea of pace is the average length of units in a pro
gram. Basically, the shorter the average lengths of units the faster the
pace of the program; and conversely, the longer the length of the units
the slower the pace. To improve pace in filmed situation comedy pro
grams, often fractions of seconds of silence between speeches of charac
ters are removed. There must be variety in the length of units and there
must be differences among units (discussed below) but working for short
units in a broadcast program is one method of increasing pac';) and thus
interest in the program.

·Thr<.ughout, "lislenlni" and "Ibteners" refer, of course, 10 TV "watching"
and ''watchers,'' as well.

21
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Of course, pace itself is not just a synonym for speed. In addition to
the actual length of the units there must be an impression of pace; that
is the idea of "going somewhere" and not "dragging." No part of a pro
gram should give the idea it has been stretched out or padded just to
fill up time.

Not all programs require an exceedingly fast or upbeat pace. The pace
must fit the mood and hdrmonize with the program's idea. The same
type of music appropriate on a morning record show might not fit a late
night program intended to be more restful. Similarly, the accelerated
pace of an action-adventure program would probably hinder rather than
help the mood of a romantic love drama.

Building and strong start
In addition to the requirements that units of a program fit together

with some unity yet provide variety and are short enough to insure an
adequate pace, the order of sequence in which the units are presented
is extremely important. The beginning units must be extremely effective
so that the program may get off to a strong start. Within the body of
the program there should be contrast and change from one unit to the
next. As the program goes on it must continually build toward and reach
a climax.

The first unit of a program must quickly attract and hold listeners'
attention. Unlike some other forms of entertainment, the broadcast
audience can quickly switch to another program, turn his set off, or,
more easily, let his attention lapse. The first unit or several early units
figuratively must reach out and "grab" the viewer at the start of the
program. In a variety program a short, lively production number usually
gets attention. A musical program might start wtih a number with a
rapid tempo, full orchestration or an extremely popular tune. A news
cast often starts with the most interesting or important item or with a
suggestion of what will come so you will stay tuned. A talk obviously
should have some sort of attention getting device at the beginning-per
haps a question or a joke. Many programs start with loud applause from
the audience or an excitement filled introduction of some sort. In any
event, get the program underway without delay.

In addition to the first unit, the traditional opening of a program
must be interesting. This opening, which usually includes titles and
some other material, can be, but is not necessarily, the first unit of the
program. Many programs, particularly dramas, in order to get off to a
faster start, start the program proper and do not present opening titles
until after a few minutes of the show. Any opening, explanation, or
exposition must be done rapidly. A drama is more exciting if it begins
with an action scene. A long explanation of how the game goes can
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quickly drag down a quiz show and make it boring. A commercial
right at the beginning of a program almost never fits the requirement
of effective sequence.

Programs should be cnnstructed to give the feeling of building to·
ward and reaching a climax. Ustener interest must not only be aroused
at the beginning and maintained throughout but must build to and reach
a peak very near the conclusion of the program. Often variety and
musical programs will end with a big production number featuring the
whole cast. The quiz program provides a good example of building and
climax if the final "jack pot" contest alld awarding of the prize comes
at the end of the program. Most sporting events, dramas, and some other
programs have almost built·in factors for climax. However, effective
climax often is not easy to achieve but is just as important in documen·
tary, forum and discussion, talk, recorded music, and other program
types. TIle program should also build to smaller climaxes throughout
especially before commer:ial breaks.

Just as the opening must be attention catching so must the ending
of the program be appealing. Normally separate from the climax of the
body of the program, the closing usually includes credits-cast, produc·
tion staff, etc.-and may include some sort of "hook" or "teaser"
attempting to lure listeners back again for the next episode. Often the
closing will include a signature theme song or other material which can
be expanded or shortened to provide exact timing for the program. This
"pad" is a must for live programs but is not so necessary for programs
recorded in advance which may be edited for proper length.

Variety
Variety does not mean a number of unrelated themes or illeas but

refers to different ways of expressing the theme or idea. Any program
consisting entirely of units featuring one type of material presented the
same way each time is certain to become tiresome, boring, and dull; for
example, a political talk. No one would suggest an attractive half·hour
program entirely of soprano solos or a single record played over and
over although such programs certainly would have unity. People want
"differentness" and "distinctiveness" in progral:lS.

There should be variety in the types of mal,rials from which the
program is built. For example, while a program l'.light feature one par·
ticular kind of music-such as popular music C'i country/Western-the
program would include ballads, comedy numbers, novelty tunes, male
vocalists, female vocalists, instrumental numbers, groups. Selecting mu·
sical numbers with different volumes or tempos as well as types of
materials also is effective.

Variety in the method of presentation is neccssary also. As implied
above, a single specific musical number might have a number of different

23
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interpretations. The same news story might be handled in a number of
different ways. A question.and·answer or discussion session is often
more interesting than a straight talk presentation. The dj can provide
different kinds of "talk" between records. And, just as transitions are
needed to provide unity, it is also important to have variety in the type,
method, material, and style of the transition.

The concept of variety is not in opposition to, but rather comple
ments, the idea of unity. For example, a variety or musical program
might satisfy the requirement of unity by having a single mood or theme
yet have variety in the type of acts, method of presentation, various
situations, locales, and the like. Similarly, a news program might satisfy
the requirement of unity by including only the most important and
interesting news and having a single featured personality to hold the
program together. However, that same news program might give a variety
of types of news using sir:tight talk, tape recorded segments, film, still
photos, and perhaps several other reporters to assist the newscaster.

Of course, week-to-week variety is also important in programs. For
example, a drama may have the same central characters each week, may
be in the same locale, and always be about a Western lawman. But,
variety can be introduced by using many different story ideas, different
characters, different situations, and so forth. The format of a variety
program may be similar each week but the guests, theme, situations,
songs, comedy, and other elements can be changed greatly.

A good deal of contrast and change from unit to unit is required in
the body of the program. Each unit should be different from the pre
ceding one and somewhat different from the one which follows. Often
the pace, or varying the length of units, is important in achieving con·
trast and change. Unit to unit contrast and change is similar to, but not
synonymous, with variety. For example, an hour long musical or variety
program which contained four different acts or type of music might
satisfy the requirements of variety, but if each act were presented in
solid IS·minute blocks it probably would not be as effective as if the
various elements of the program were more interestingly integrated.
Briefly then, each unit of a program should be as different as possible
in content, style, mood, type, presentation, length, etc.-from the
surrounding units.

Unity
A successful program must have a high degree of unity. Every unit

within the program must be related to a single theme, idea, personality,
mood, etc.

One of the best tests of program unity is to ask "can any unit be
eliminated?" Any unit that does not contribute to the program as a
whole would be taken out.
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The use of a singlc mood, single idea, or single theme in a program
contributes to unity. For example, a comedy variety program is stronger
when made up of segments relating to a specific situation. A musical
program usually is more attractive if it presents a single kind of or type
of music, such as "good music," country and Western, rock 'n' roll,
"top forty," jazz, or some other type. Often even segments of pro
grams-particularly longer programs such as disc jockey shows-wiJI have
a single theme or idea which ties a lot ot the music t~gether.

Most broadcast programs arc built around a single individual or fea
tured personality-such as ~ newscaster, mastcr of ceremonies, host,
major character, "star," or featured comedian. The usc of a single fea
tured pcrsonality adds greatly to unity particularly in programs lacking
in mood or thematic unity possibilities. Even anthology drama programs
which use different characters and different plays each week are im
proved by using a single host to set the theme or mood. Clearly, the dj
has a very important function in providing unity for a recorded music
program.

Another highly important factor in achieving program unity is effec
tive transitions or "lead-ins." As a program progresses from one unit to
anotlter, transitions may be provided by a master of ceremonies, dj, or
even an audio or video montage. The listener must know and understand
how the various parts of the program relate to each other.

Most broadcast programs are broadcast in a series rather than single
"specials" or "one-shots." Therefore, all the things that have been said
above concerning unity in a single program also apply to a weekly pro
gram series. Thus, a program's week to week unity is improved if all the
episodes have the same general mood, theme, featured personality, and
if there can be some effective transition from one program to the next
such as a preview of next week's program. Broadcasters have long recog
nized that, other things being equal, programs with c1mtinuing charac
ten, are more popular than anthology programs. Because listeners are
creatures of habit, they grow to expect the same thing-unity.

Implications
These principles, then, provide one way for analyzing broadcast pro

grams. There are many things left unsaid in this brief discussion. Other
examples can be readily seen.

These principles apply to structure and each is limited by the basic
idea, type, or style of the program. A well·constructed, effective, and
interesting broadcast program must satisfy all, or certainly most, of the
prindples suggested here. While they apply to all programs,certainiy they
are not equally applicable to all. There isn't a program which can't be
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improved but effective structure will not save a bad idea, inadequate
talent, or poor preparation.

* * * * *

Writing for listening versus writing for reading
A reading of the above paper naturally leads one to note the definite re

lationship between the methods and style of printed and spoken communi
cation. Just as the novelist must attain a pace, a progression, a flow, and
a diversity within his work, so must the radio script writer. Just as the novel
ist must immediately gain the attention and interest of the reader, so must
the radio script writer. Just as the novelist must use punctuation and para
graph construction to direct his audience and inform them when an idea has
ended (e.g., through the use of a period or a new paragraph), when a ques
tion is being asked (e.g., through the use of a question mark), or when a
character notes surprise (e.g., through the use of an exclamation mark), so
must the radio writer utilize certain tech:1iq~es to direct his audience.

For example, a radio program may signal the end of one coherent stream
of thought with:

(a) a pause which leaves a second of "dramatic silence"
(b) the presence of a different music track or bed'"
(c) a short music bridge between segments
(d) a special sound effect
(e) a fading out of the audio relating to the previous idea and concept
(f) use of a different announcer
(g) the presence of a different background sound

·When incorporating music into any part of a radio program the SD organization
must determine that the use of such music complies with the appropriate music copy.
right statutes of that community.
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(h) the insertion of a testimonial between segments, wi th the subject of
the testimonial introducing the new concept

(i) an audio montage-a combination of any of the above.
While all of these teclUliques have their place in certain types of programs,
the radio script writer must be aware of exactly which vehicle best com
municates his desired transition and provides the most "logical" bridge from
one segment to another. For example, if a radio program was utilizing testimo
nial bridges throughout the first fifteen minutes of a half-hour broadcast and
suddenly, and unwarran tedly, changed over to music bridges, such a transition
might be jarring and confusing to the listener.

Not only the presence of a particular type of bridge but also the inherent
characteristics of that bridge are dependent on the segments immediately
preceding and following the transition. For example, if the script writer has
decided to usc mllsic to convey a natural nnd easy transition from one unit to
another, he must enter an investigation of exactly what kind of music (the
degree of instrumentation and vocals, the genre of music, how fast the pace)
to use.

Just as the novelist, for example, must create visuals in the mind of the
reader, so ml',st the radio author develop and sustain mental impressions and
visuals in the minds of his listeners. Total communication is best approached
in that state where the listener is actively involved on both an auditory and
visualleveI. Initial reaction to tllis comment often is that radio, by defmition,
precludes a visual communication, but upon closer study, one realizes that in
certain types of radio programs (Le., dramas) total audience involvement can
only be brought about by allowing and encouraging the audience to visualize
the situation at hand. This visualization is best brought about by creating and
allowing for the presence of the "total" sound-the sound the audience mem
ber would hear if he or she were a real participant in the action. For example,
to communicate best, both visually and aurally, the idea of two people walk
ing through a neighborhood park on a sunny, spring day, the radio script
writer should incorporate into llis script such sound effects as the footsteps
of two people, birds c1lirping, a dog barking, children playing in the distance,
and so on. Without such a total sound presence, the characters in the story
may not be able to hold the attention of the audience. Still another way to
create audience involvement is seen in the use of words that carry a great deal
of descriptive value (e.g., tingling, roared, startled, thundering, icy, groped,
slither, stormily-words which allow the listener to imagine and feel the scene
more easily).

Although radio communication draws on certain structural similarities
with written communication, the unique characteristics of an electronic medi
um also create certain dissinlilarities. Perhaps the greatest of these dissimilari
ties is that the radio audience member is unable to return to one piece of
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dialogue if he did not understand it on first hearing. In the reading of a
novel, a reader can absorb the material at his own pace. He can stop at any
point along the way and go back and reread a certain section if anyone
word or passage was initially confusing in that section. But in radio communi
cation, the act of message transferral is not afforded such liberties-the radio
writer must assume that his audience wiII have only one opportunity to
hear a particular passage in a particular fashion.· For this reason, the
script writer should make every effort to use only wurds common to the par·
ticular target group receiving his message. A distinction must be made hele
between words common to this group during clmversational experiences and
th0se words common to the group in reading experiences. Just because your
target group has a vague familiarity with a word often found in his reading
materials but rarely used in conversation, do not assume that this audience
would instantly remember the true meaning of that word if it were to appear
in a radio program. Also, the radio writer must be careful in using the extend
ed version of a phrase when the contracted version states the same thing in
a more conversational fashion (e.g., avoid saying, "lie is a clinic director"
when you can very easily say, "He's a clinic director .. .").

A further distinction between the radio and written communication is
seen in the levels of distraction associated with the respective communication
environments. Whereas the reading environment is often a quiet one which
easily facilitates a focusing of attention on the communication material, radio
often exists in the presence of competing forces and thoughts (i.e., listening to
a radio while working or while driving a car). With this competition for atten·
tion, radio is often relegated to a secondary or peripheral position in the audi
ence member's consciousness, Its messages must, therefore, incorporate special
teclmiques which will force the radio back into a primary communication
position and increase the audience's attention span. Examples of such tech·
niques were aptly described in the previously quoted paper by Ripley and
Uchty, where reference was made to intrinsic program variety, variety of
presentation, and week·to-week variety, A further way to create and hold an
audience's attention is found in the control of program pace and the conscien
tious varying of unit, sentence, bridge, and music piece length.

Overall cultural orientation of the radio script
Perhaps one of the most common problems associated with an effort to

direct a radio program to a specific target audience is a lack of in-depth famili
arity with that audience. All too often, a radio prod'Jcer and script writer

-Here we do not discount the benefit of repetition in certain radio programs but
merely attempt to enlighten the radio script writer on how best to communicate each
and evcry concept (regardless of whether or not that concept is repeated).
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will undertake the production of their program with only a cursory knowl
edge of the current attitudes, interests, opinions, educational level. disposi
tion, and needs of the sought-after audience. What then results is a radio
program that, even though targeted towards this specific, sough t·after audi
ence, fails to communicate effectively the intended, important concepts. In
those circumstances where the SD organization's radio programming staff
have been educated in foreign countries and familiarized with the program
ming and production techniques of that country, it is common for them to
assume that such techniques and ~ol1cepts will automatically work in their
own native culture. Rather than using the techniques and concepts in a man
ner which merely mirrors the radio programs of the country where they re·
ceived instruction, the SD programmer should use these techniques as a general
guideline (a gUideline often to be broken and certainly to be pretested) for for
mulating a program which has as its nucleus the specific cultural mores and
customs of his home country.

Bringing this iS!lue down to a more local level, the programmer and script
writer should also be wary of inferring common cultural, religious, political,
and language customs within one country or aCfOSS local districts. Questions
which the programmin;; staff must constantly ask themselves include: Is the
dialect and language of my program of a conversational nature and "natural"
for the majority of my sought-after audience? Docs the action of any of the
program's characters violate any religious or cultural values? Will this audience
find my program entertaining and enjoyable, or will they be tempted to turn
the dial after listening for a few minutes?

The general principles that should guide script writing, stated here, are
supplemented and illustrated in Chapters Four, Five, and Six, where the
scripting and production of radio announcements and particular types of pro·
gramming are discussed in detail.

Radio production considerations
Studio production methods. In effectively applying the above principles of

radio programming and script writing, the production staff must anticipate
the technical and procedural problems associated with the actual sound
recording. In this section, the six specified radio formats have been loosely
segmented into three major classifications: interview/discussion, entertain
ment, and drama. For each of these categories there follows a study of the
general basic procedures associated with efficient, effective, and problem
free radio program production. But before this examination of format·specific
procedures, a look is needed at the production considerations common to all
such forma ts.

I. A production crew must make an accurate assessment of all available
equipment and personnel and determine if the operations called for in the



30 THE USE OF RADIO IN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

script falI within the technical limits of the hardware and staff.· For exam·
pIe, is the studio equipped to produce all of the sound effects called for in the
script? How many and what kind of microphones will be required; are they
available? Are the acoustical specifications of the studio compatible with
the audio specifications of the script? Can the studio engineer handle all of the
necessary fades, mixes, and record-cuing during one run·through (the actual
broadcast), or should the program be done in segments and assembled at a
later time and at a more controlled pace? If such limitations pose a severe
constraint on your production, the staff must assess, via a cost/benefit analy
sis, whether such limitations can, and should, be overcome with the purchase
of extra equipment or the rental of an aJ ternate studio. If the problem is a
minor one, as, for example, not having one microphone for every participant
in an interview program, the SO staff should merely adjust to the present
availability and limitations of the equipment. In this case, the interview could
easily be set up such that two participants share one microphone.t

2. Proper care must be taken that all program participants are aware of
and comfortable with nr:i mai .itudio procedures. Are your actors aware of the
particular hand signals used by your program director? If your participants
are unfamiliar with the workings of a radio studio, take the time to inform
them of the work roles of aU members of the production staff, and describe
the possible activity that will be taking place during the actual production
(e.g., director giving time cues, moderator searching for cues, signals for the
participant to move closer to or farther away from the microphone).

3. The production staff should determine if the program director, while
sitting at one position in the control room, is easily visible to all program
participants.

4. Before the actual program transmission or taping, the staff should pro
ceed through the script step by step with the engineer, paying close atten·
tion to where special procedures (fades, record cues, cross-fades, inserts of
testimonials, sound effects, or commercials) arc required. After this study of
the script, the staff should encourage the engineer to take careful volume
readings and make detailed notes of the volume levels required for the various
segments of the show. The script should show, for example, what the volume

·If the SO organization has its own studio or docs most of its production work with
one firm, the script writer should be informed of production potentials and limitations
before actually starting the script.

tWhen this is the case, the engineer must take care to get a proper and constant
audio level from both participants. Onc way to accomplish this is to share one micro.
phone betwecn ~wo people who speak with rclatively equal intensity.
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level should be at the beginning of the narration, the level needed at the mo
ment immediately preceding the point where the speaker suddenly raises his
voice or whispers, and the required level for the music bed. By running
through these procedures and writing dow/l the necessary volume levels, the
engineer not only gains valuable experience in the actual required movements
'but also becomes more familiar with the script and its construction, thereby
allowing and encouraging him to make useful suggestions.

5. If your radio program is broadcast live, back-up equipment and pro
cedures should be available in the even t of any unexpected problem. If a
microphone experiences electronic trouble during the show, the staff should
be prepared to replace the old microphone quickly and quietly with a stand
by. If an audio tape breaks during transmission, be Slire either that your
studio talent are near microphones and ready to continue the program or that
you arc prepared to go to another tape machine or to a turntable.

6. Special attention should be given both to the preparation and execu
tion of postrecording sound editing. Although this subject wiII be covered in
greater detail in the section relating to format-specific production problems,
mention wiII be made here that the staff should constantly anticipatl.' prob
lems that may arise when they attempt to splice together two pieces of audio
tape. In the tape editing process, has the staff misrepresen ted the feelings and
intentions of a recorded speaker? If the recordings were made at different
times and at different locales, do the background sounds ("air" sound or
presence) match reasonably well (assuming that you do seek such a match)?
In recording testimonials or interviews that wiII serve as segments in one larger
show (to be assembled later), have you asked for "cutting room" between
the various questions and responses?

A. Interview programs. One of the greatest problems associated with the
interview.type show is participant shyness and unfamiliarity with the entire
radio production set-up. If you arc able to discover that a planned guest on
your interview program has had little or no experience in such radio inter
views, invite him to come to the studio perhaps one hour before taping time
and allow him to get acquainted with the basic studio operations and proce
dures. Instruct this participant that the interviewer may have to look away
from the discussion from time to time so as to pick up director time cues,
that the interviewer is not being rude by this apparent lack of attention, and
that the participant should carryon as if nothing had happened.'" A further
way to assuage any feelings of uneasiness on behalf of new program partici
pants is to "mike them for sound" using lavalier microphones (chest micro
phones that are worn around the neck or attached to an article of clothing).

-This problem can be avoided en t1rely merely by giving the interviewer a headset or
earphone that is direclly wired to a microphone placed in front of the program director.

-F
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"Miked" in this fashion, the participant need not worry about sitting upright
in his chair and maintaining a constant distance from the microphone. With
the lavalier, the distance between the sound source and sound pick-up will
automatically be constant and the wearer will be able to relax and devote his
entire attention to the discussion at hand. If lavalier microphones are not
available to the production staff, attention should be directed towards setting
up the discussion table and microphones so that all participants can easily
direct thr.ir voices towards the microphone while still looking at one another.

When recording testimonial or interview-type discussions, inform the pro·
gram moderator or interviewer that he should exercise extreme caution in
interrupting or "stepping on the words" of a program participant.* If you
attempt to edit out and use merely the answers to various questhns, and with
in these answers you hear short comments, simple sounds of agreement, and
interruptions from the moderator, the final tape editing procedure may turn
into an extremely time consuming and difficult job. Also, if the moderator
immediately responds to any answer with another question and in su doing
steps on the last few words of the respondent's answer, the postrecording
sound editor may be forced to eliminate this entir~ response. At the other
extreme is the moderator who inserts too great a gap between the respon·
dent's last answer and his own next question or cOlllment. Such a technique
tends to make the respondent extremely conscious of the entire interview
process and prevents a feeling of natural responsiveness fr'lI11 entering into the
dialogue.

When incorporating such testimonials or responses into the final program
mix and pulling these dialogues from another tape full of such conversation,
it is necessary that the engineer and producer know exactly where an insert is
to start and end. The producer, during this mix, should have with him a cue
sheet detailing the approximate position in the interview tape of the needed
insert and the first and last few words of this interview segmen 1. This way,
the engineer will be able to take less time in finding the required insert and
will be able to stop the master tape as soon as the last word of the segment is
transferred.

The final concern in preparing interview-type, SD radio programs relates to
the postrecording editing and procedure where one attempts to shorten or
change in some other fashion the various recorded responses. First of all, ex·
treme care must be taken to insure that any response editing does not alter the
true intention and meaning associated with the entire original discussion. Since

-This guideline is good to follow regardless of whether or not you have immediate
plans to ldit the interview. Even if no interview editing is planned for the particular
program at hand, that same interview might become an Integral part of some future
program which would call for such question·and·answer editln8.

...
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an editor pulls clements out of context, he must make every effort to guaran
tee that the audience's interpretation of the edited version of the response is
identical to the interpretation the audience would draw if they were to
listen to the entire unedited recorded message. An example of maintaining
such constant interpretation is seen in the following hypothetical testimonial:

ORIGINAL VERSION:
"I started a disease vaccination program for my family about four years
ago when ... by the way, it was my mother-in-law, Mrs. Santos, who
really sat down with me and talked things over and encouraged me to go
and see Dr. Martinez at the clinic ... she has a friend who works there who
was able to get me an early appointment ... oh, yes, so I started abollt
four years ago when she brought out the problems we might experience
if we didn't get the children vaccinated at an early age."

EDITED VERSION:
"I started a disease vaccination program for my family about four years ago
when my mother-in-law brought out the problems we might experience if
we didn't get the children vaccinated at an early age."

Here, the edited version conveys the same information and thoughts regarding
vaccination as docs the original version, but docs so with fewer words and in
less time. Also, the information required here-how the woman got her family
involved in a vaccination program-is communicated via the edited version in
a much "cleaner" fashion. The comments relating to the friend at the clinic
and the early appointment are not really needed and, if allowed to remain in
the radio program, may cloud the intended message of such a testimonial.

Another consideration in postrecording editing concerns the matching of
respondent intonation. Even though the grammar and interpretation of the
edited plH::lses and sentences may seem logical, the composite edit may still be
improper unless care was taken to insure a balanced respondent intonation.
This problem often arises when one attempts to add words to either the end
of a sentence (when the intonation of the respondent's voice often drops) or

. to a question (when the intonation of the respondent's voice often rises). An
example of improper tonal editing is seen in the handling of the following
discussion.

ORIGINAL VERSION:
Doctor: Considering your present condition, I think that a low-fat diet

would be best for you.
Man: It'll be hard to follow? I remember a friend of mind telling me

about the time he was told to go on a low-fat diet. He said he
couldn't eat any of his favorite foods and that the new foods were
harder for his wife to prepare. What with all of the changes we'll
have to make, I really don't know.
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EDITED VERSION:
Doctor: Considering your present condition, I think that a low-fat diet

would be best for you. (Same as originaL)
Man: It'll be hard to follow what with all of the changes we'll have to

make.

Here, the editor unsuccessfully attempted to add to a recorded question in an
effort to shorten the man's entire response and still convey the idea that the
man had heard something negative about the low-fat diet. The first part, how
ever, does not carry into the second, for the question ends with a marked
change in intonation that simply does not match the intonation of the added
statement.

B. Entertainmentprograms. The most demanding problems associated with
the production of radio entertainment programs arise in those shows dealing
with the recording and broadcast of music. This type of program brings forth
not only more intricate technical problems, but also issues of a legal n:lture.

From a technical standpoint, the production staff must assess the special
needs of all scheduled musicians.9 Is your studio well suited in acoustics,
physical setup, and size to meet your musical needs? Do you have the proper
types of microphones (Le., microphones with the proper pick-up patterns and
frequency responses) for that particular musical program? Has the microphone
placement been adequately tested in music rehearsals? Should you consider
recording via a postdubbing procedure? (Thi5 procedure involves recording the
instrumental section first and playing back this recording for the vocalist,
whose voice is then recorded in synchmnization with the instrumental record
ing; following this, the two rp.cordings are mixed together.)

From the legal perspective, the production staff must be sure that all
musical numbers in their program have the proper copyright clearance. Such
clearance can be checked with the legal representative of the radio station
broadcasting the SD-oriented program.

C. Drama programs. The drama program is O:<1e which exerts great demands
on the technical and organizational abilities of the radio production staff. Not
only does this format require a greater coordination of participant action and
thought, but it also demands that the technical staff take greater consideration
of the "visual" aspect of the radio program.

The efficient coordination of program participants becomes an issue in this
format, for the typical drama-type program often involves a greater number
of participants. Accompanying this increased size are problems relating to the
establishment of a mutually agreeable taping time, personality clashes among
participants, a greater production budget, and the allowance of more time
for engineer preparation.

Another problem unique to this format concerns the ability of program
participants to hear each other properly and to react to the necessary cues
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given by their fellow performers. This situation could very easily arise where
dramatic actors arc stationed all across a radio studio, and where the whis
pering into a microphone by one actor (as dictated by the script) may not be
heard by the actor who must immediately respond to this whisper. This dilem
ma can be easily avoided by situating your actors in such a way that the actor
required to respond to this whisper can easily hear or see the actor giving
the cue line (the whispered line). Undoubtedly, as the number of actors re
qUired to hear this cue line grows, the problem of actor placement becomes
more intricate; remember that all actors must still be able to see the program
director. The problem may also be solved by providing your actors with head
scts that carry the amplified speech of all program participants.

The actual program engineering of the drama-format radio show is proba
bly more demanding than the engineering of any other format. The engi
neering staff is faced with the responsibility of both preparing themselves for
all of the electronic mixing operations (e.g., fades, bringing in a music bcd,
entering of sound effects) and for the creation of presence or "perspective"l 0

sound required for that particular program or section of a program. Creation
of this presence sound and the ensuing facilitation of a "visual" for the audi
ence member is brought about by a thorough knowledge of particular script,
microphone, and studio specifications. The engineer must be aware of the
pick·up patterns of the various microphones, the effect created by placing an
actor near a corner (as opposed to the center) of a studio, and the spatial
perspective brou~ht about by moving an actor away from or towards a cer
tain microphone. Richard Aspinall considers this subject of spatial perspective
in his book, Radio Programme Production, where he states:

A dramatic scene in radio takes place-like a painting or drawing-in
one plane. It is unreal. But the illusion of reality can be created by care
ful thought and skilled microphone placing.

This is achieved by having lines spoken and effects played at different
distances from the microphone while speaking. When an actor moves
away from a directional microphone while speaking his voice creates a
spatial effect by exciting the studio resonances; an altogether different
effect is produced if he moves to the side and speaks into the dead
area (of the microphone pick-up pattern).

In planning perspective effects it is important to remember that
things which happen at the same time must happen in the same acous
tic perspective. If two players at a microphone are supposed to be
having tea together, their speech and the clatter of the cups must be in
the same acoustic plane. If a friend calls to see them and knocks on the
door, the sound of the knocking must be more distant. If one of the
players then goes to open the door, we must be made aware of his move
ment away: he can, for instance, talk to the other player while moving
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away; the door must then be opened off microphone, the new arrival
greeted off microphone and then brought on to the microphone while
talking. Ill-considered perspective effects can distract the listener and
leave him dissatisfied with what he has heard. 11

The combination of good talent coordination with detailed, carefully
planned spatial simulation will contribute greatly to the effectiveness of a
drama-oriented, social development radio program.

So important is radio drama to SD communication that two c~ lapters
(Chapters Five and Six) arc devoted to amplifying and supplementing the
above notes.

Conclusion
The implicit theme throughout this chapter is that the programming and

production considerations in radio broadcasting for social development are
identical with those which guide the most successful producers and program
mers in the radio industry as a whole and in the particular locality where
your audience is located. If their programs are found to be exciting, enter
taining, and attention-holding for the audiences with whom you wish to com
municate, study what they do and how they do it. If their programming is
poor, their audience ratings low, and public feedback negative or apathetic,
then you must return to basic principles and begin afresh:

1. Study the target audience.
2. Study the broadcast schedules, and match your program with the best

times and stations available to reach your target audience.
3. Learn how your audience feels about the topic that you will be

covering in your broadcast.
4. Use two-sided arguments if possible, but don't undermine your own

position.
5. Follow established guidelines in writing your scripts, as stated in the

article by Lichty.
6. Review and rehearse the studio production procedures before final re

cording, to assure that equipment, studio, studio personnel, and talent
are prepared to pruduce a final product that meets the standards which
must be met if increasingly critical ,adio audiences are going to listen
to your program.

7. If you are unfamiliar with how your audience perceives your SD prob
lem and if you are going to risk failure for lack of such information, a
small-sample study of media habits, preferences, and beliefs about your
problem is definitely in order.
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Olaptp,r Three

FORMATS FOR DEVELOPMENT RADIO PROGRAMMING

Donald J. Bogue and Terry Peigh

The previous chapter attempted to make the social development (SO)
communicator more aware of ~he similarities between radio programming for
social development and radio programming for general audience enjoyment;
it discussed script writing and the basic production techniques which apply
to all types of radio programming. The present chapter takes a closer look at
the specific types or formats of radio programming, and some of the attributes,
advaniages, and liabilities of each.

The SO communicator may use either one programming format or several
to diffuse his messages. His choice should no~ be based on prejudice or lack
of experience with a particular format. Instead, it should be based upon a
rational review of all the possible options and a selection of the combination
which promises to attract the largest possible, relevant, listening audience and
to change the attitude and behavior of the largest proportion of these listeners.

In this chapter, discussion will be based upon the following formats and
program types: news, group discussions, testimonial type interview and dis
cussion, entertainment/information, magazine, and combinations of the above.
Spot announcements and radio drama will be discussed in separate chapters.

The descriptions of these program types are geared not only to provide the
SO programmer with a good working knowledge of the more specific vehicles
through which he can communicate the given SO message, but also to stimu
late the programmer to question more intently and intelligently the reasons
for selecting one purticular radio format over another. The best use of talent,
ideas, and initiative occurs only when one understands the specific forces be
hind message communication via a particular format. Only by combining such
underst31lding with an accurate perception of the radio/entertainment relation-

39
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ship existent within a community can an SO organization hope to make the
best use of SO·oriented radio broadcasting.

News format
The first format to come under scrutiny-news-is one that all too often is

used without a proper understanding of the audience and its motivation for
listening. While the new~ type, SO·oriented program is extremely easy to pro'
duce, it is a sign of great ability for any programmer/producer to hold the
attention of the desired audience with this format for an extended period of
time.

News programs are very popular with radio listeners. Although some listen·
ers dislike much of the music played on a station or are scornful detractors
of radio soap operas, almost everyone approves of news broadcasts-and listens
attentively to them, without changing stations or turning off the set. The news
format is extremely simple-a single person, the "anchor man," reads current
events items that are "newswortl'y." Usually, the reported events either oc·
curred or came to public attention the same day as the newscast. This is what
makes them "news." Sometimes, to add human interest, recorded on·the·spot
interviews or eyewitness reports are played following the anchor man's report
of the event.

Because of the Lge audience and the high credibility which news broad·
casts have, competition is keen for inclusion in a regularly scheduled news
program. Public relations off:cers are especially prone to generate artificial
"news events" in order to get their clients mentioned on as many newscasts
as possible. Consequently, tht: newsrooms of radio stations are bombarded
daily with pseudonews-contrived events intended only to gain public atten·
tion for particular clients or causes. Such efforts usually f:lil with experienced
radio news units, for they are adept at distinguisJling real news from invented,
nOIl·news "happenings."

An SD communication program can benefit greatly from having its activi·
tics reported as news. The reasons are self-evident:

(a) coverage is high
(b) credibility is high
(c) the service is free
(d) the program is given legitimacy and status by such coverage.

A low-pressure but sustained effort should be made to have the major events
of an SD program leported as news. The SO communicators should be well
acquainted with radio newsmen, and these newsmen should be kept informed
about the objectives of the program, even when there is no news to report. No
effort should be made to invent news for the program, but no opportunity
should be lost to get the program in the news if at all possible. This, of course,
is related to writing news releases for newspapers.
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One important factor which determines whether a particular item is in
cluded in the news coverage is the form in which the news release arrives at the
radio station. If it is ready to be read over the air it has a much better chance
than when someone on the news unit staff must rewrite a lengthy statement
into a short message. A good news release, therefore, should include a ready
to-read radio version as well as a ready·to-print newspaper version. The radio
version should be no more lhan thirty seconds long, and shorter if possible.
One major flaw of SD news releases is that they arc usually too wordy; time
and space are limited and valuable in the news media.

Events which may be newsworthy are:
(a) the opening of new service units-clinics, offices, centers
(b) the launching of special ca.llpaigns, such as a "National Nutrition

Week"
(c) the end of special campaIgns, announcements of accomplishments
(d) the receipt of special funds, gifts, awards, or prizes
(e) the recognition or commendation of a national or international organi·

zation for work performed
(f) the visits ofimportant 10c..'I, regional, national, or international observ

ers or visitors to the program
(g) the participation of the program in national or international confer

ences, seminars, or workshops
(h) the release of an annual report which details accomplishments; the

release of new plans for yearly or five-year periods
(i) the achievement of previously announced goals
(j) the unusual human-interest events which reflect favorably upon the

program, such as saving lives or averting catastrophe
(k) the overcoming of unusually difficult obstacles or the negotiation of

a major change in policy that will lead to expansion of the program
(achieving coop~~ation wi.lh a provincial government, support from a
previously antagonist:'. organization)

(I) the close of importan. training sessions or seminars involving commu·
nity leaders, government officials, administrators, or other persons
whose activities are themselves newsworthy.

Communicators who have a good "nose for news" will add to this list events
occ1Jrring in their particular organization that the public will find interesting
and informative if broadcast over the radio.

News [onnat ;11 lion-news programs. Even if the activities of the SO pro
gram are not "hOI" enough to be included in regular newscasts, news·type an·
nouncements call often be arranged as a part of other radio programs. Home·
makers' programs, farm programs, special programs that pertain to social
issues, and other local programs that accept small human·interest or current
even t type announcements of particular interest to their audience are good
candidates for such radio coverage. Each suc:h announcement must be sepa·
rately negotiated, and the SD communicator must take the initiative; few
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program directors will come to volunteer their radio time and request an
announcement. As is the case for all news releases, the SD communicator
must be prepared to receive a number of rejections.

Group discussion
Both in the classroom and on the radio, one way to avoid the tedium of

presenting information in a lecture is to present it via group discussion. In
a discussion format, two, three, or more persons attack an issue and deal
with it from a variety of positions, using many clements of entertainment to
convert the learning process in to recreation. In a good discussion, there will
not be unanimity, but a diversity of opinion which introduces an clement of
contest or conflict into the discussion. The listener is invited to assume the
high status position of referee or judge, to decide who is the winner. He may,
on the other hand, abandon this role and become a partisan for one side, for
mulating arguments which his side could usc to defeat the opposition. A g~'jd

group discussion has all of the entertainment value, on a somewhat intellec
tual plane, of a good spectator sport like football, soccer, or baseball. Because
the participants speak extemporaneously anll in a conver.:~tional tone, there
is a spontaneity and informality about a group discussion which causes the
radio listener to place himself mentally in the group and to get involved in the
exchange. As the participants get into heated debate or earnest discussion,
they become dramatic and even emotional. As the participants in a group
discussion seck earnestly to persuade each other of their viewpoints, they in
fluence the radio listener as well.

A good radio discussion must have a discussion leader, or moderator. This
person is the "master of ceremonies" or "host." It is his duty to get the dis
cussion started and to interrupt when one member or one side of an argument
begins to monopolize the program with overly long statements. He should
play the role of an impartial referee who keeps the discussion going and en
forces the rules of fairness and rational argument. A good moderator carefully
prepares beforehand; he compiles a list of topics which he would like to hear
discussed. These u5uaUy take the form of questions which he asks the partici·
pants. When ·he members have exhausted the content of one question and
have not spont.meously moved on to a new and informative area, the modera·
tor intercedes y ith a new question.

The social t::velopment communicator who is considering the discussion
format should take a great deal of care in select~'lg the moderator. He should
not automaticalIy assume that he himself should moderate, although it is pos·
sible that he is the best candidate. The skilI of the moderator is a very impor·
tant determinant of the SUl,.cess or failure of the discussion format.

Producing a good group discussion requires a considerable amount of prep
aration, both by the pwducer and the moderator. The following tips can be
helpful:

::.

:..
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I. Select participants who represent diverse and, if possible, opposing view
points.

2. Select participants who are interesting persons in their own right. All
spectators like "championship matches" better than "amateur bouts." The
more authoritative and reputable the members of the group are in their res!,ec
tive fields, the more interesting the discussion will be. "Reputation" need not
always be technical expertise; in matters of social development and policy, the
views of movie stars, military heroes, judges, sports idols, or political leaders
will be as welcomed and respected as those of a qualified researcher, college
professor, or partisan person sponsoring a social development program.

3. Reject participants who have a reputation for talking excessively, for
losing their temper or getting abusive, for mentioning themselves more often
than the issue, or for other defects of good group discussion. The competition
of ideas is the essence of good group discussion; open conflict between mem
bers of the group is undesirable.

4. A good moderator gets the talk started, then recedes into the back
ground and merely allocates time and helps each participant get his
views expressed. The moderator should have a thorough familiarity with
the problem, its issues, and the topics that might or should be cov
ered in order to educate the radio audience. He should get brief bio·
graphical statements in advance about each participant and study them,
in order to introduce them properly to the radio audience. If there
are recent books or important journal articles on the issue he should
read them.

5. A group discussion is made more salient for the radio listener if it is
linked directly to current events, impending decisions, policy formulation, or
other news items. In order to attract listener attention at the outset, the mod
erator must, by a skillful introduction, link the forthcoming discussion to
topics that are important and interesting to the listeners; otherwise they will
switch to music or other programming.

It is important that the producer of the program see to it that his program
participants have an acceptable radio voice. Any person with a normal speak·
ing voice can make a good participant on a radio discussion program. How
ever, persons with voices that are distracting should be lIsed sparingly. Persons
who stutter, speak with long pauses between words, or have irritating vocal
habits should not be invited if a better alternative is available. However, it is
also important to remember that the authenticity of the discussion format
increases when the voices sound typical, untrained, and unrehearsed. The con·
tent of the contribution, rather than the professional skill with which it is
delivered, is the important variable, once the minimum acceptability of vocal
skills is achieved.

The producer should determine ahead of time the program participant's
familiarity with the language or dialect spoken in the community receiving the
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broadcast and whether the participant has had any prior radio experience (is
he familiar with director's cues, use of a microphone, and general studio oper
ation?). It is up to the programmer/producer to determine, before actually in
viting someone to be a guest on his radio program, whether or not that person
has any major "radio problems" and, if so, whether or nol these problems are
severe enough to make listening to such a participant difficult and uncom
fortable for the audien.;;;.

Along with going through the necessary steps to make sure that the pro
gram guests are effective communicators who are well versed in the procedures
of a radio broadcast, it is up to the programmer/producer to make the neces
sary preparations so that the program has proper direction, pacing, and con
tinuity. The key subiect or subjects of a proposed discussion broadcast should
be written out in sufficient detail to let the program moderator Jnd guests
concentrate their thoughts and words on the desired subject. An outline will
help the moderator maintain a natural flow and logical continuity from one
topic to another. An example of a possible olltline for an SD-orien:ed program
is seen in the following:

Subject-"ls Vasectomy Right for Our Nation?"

A. Ask opponent of vasectomy to explain his opposition. I-lave propo
nent retort immediately. Ask for fifteen-second responses.

B. Introduce show, topic, guests.
C. Factors affecting the decision to have or not have a vasectomy.

1. Influence of wife. Idea of sharing family planning responsiblity.
2. Religious, cultural, other social barriers.
3. Fear of peer ridicule or talk.
4. Duty to nation with severe population problem.
5. Rumors associated with vasectomy. What arc they? Where did they

come from? Give proponents sufficient time to discuss these.
D. Moderator stresses need for slower population growth in this nation,

and invites the audience to d\~cide whether vasectomy should be a part
of this solution.

E. Summarize and thank guests. Discuss next week's topic.

As evidenced in this outline, when striving to stimulate audience interest
in those ever-important first few seconds of a broadcast, it is often good to
lead off with a fairly provocative and challenging question or statement. Here,
in their opening remarks, hopefully the opponent and proponent of vasec
tomy would immediately touch upon the crucial points of the issue. Note that
the program starts right off with these statements by the opponent and pro
ponent; the actual introduction of the show follows after this opening dia
logue. By delaying the formal introduction of the show to a point after an
opening exchange, an "attention getter," one has a better opportunity to
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communicate his message to those people requiring it most.
The social development communicator should listen to other discussion

programs at every opportunity and study carefully the clements which make
them interesting or boring in order to improve his own programming.

The interview and testimonial format
A special form of group di~cussion is an interview between an interrogator

(the moderator) and one or more guest interviewees. Instead of being a free·
flowing conversation, the interview format is more structured. The interviewee
respo.'lds, in a conversational tone, to questions placed by the interviewer.
When used correctly, this can be a very entertaining and attention-holding
form of social development radio communication. It has many of the assets
of group discussion; the roles of teacher (the interviewee) and the pupil (the
interviewer) are reversed. The interviewer, representing the listeners, asks ques
tions of the teacher. This informal, off·the-record mode is appealing. The
tea:her put:: aside his usual "prepared remarks" and discusses the issues in a
personal, private context. A well·conducted interview conveys the feeling
that the interviewee is in his own home or other unofl1cial place and is making
a special effort to explain his ideas.

TIle interviewee for this format must be selected with great care: the radio
audience will sample the interview and tune it out if the interviewee docs not
meet their expectations or standards. In general, the interviewee should have
the following characteristics:

I. He should be a specialist in the subject of the interview.
2. He should be a person whom the audience would like to meet, or would

respect. The higher the status of the person being interviewed, the more at·
tentive the audien.::e will be, other factors being equal. For example, an inter
view on the importance of prenatal care would be more likely to hold audio
ence ~tlention if the interviewee were head of the department of obstetrics
and gynecology at the national university medical school than if he were an
intern in a local hospital.

3. The interviewee should have a warm personality and be anxious to pro
ject himself into the interview. He should respond in a friendly, conversa
tional way to each question and in a way that instructs the members of the
audience while pleasing them.

Equally as important as the interviewee is the interviewer. The interviewer
must introduce the guest interviewee, state the problem which they will dis
cuss, and launch the interview into a conversation that is both engrossing and
informative. All of the comments made in the preceding section concerning
moderators of discussion programs apply with equal force to interviewers.
Advance preparation, planning between producer and interviewer, and skill in
extracting the desired information and in getting the talk to flow are essential.
Since the interviewer is the delegate of the radio listener, his role is to ask the
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questions which the listener would if he were present, or to extract the rele
vant and important information that the listener would want to hear. A good
interviewer asks probing questions, which stimulate the informant to provide
more details on important points. When a particular topic has been covered he
is ready with a new question to steer the conversation into fresh fields. These
questions are placed in a casual conversational way, but are carefully planned
to cover the material which the producer wishes to have diffused. Geod inter
viewers generally are well-educated, well-read, and amiable persons who enjoy
conversation.

There are a number of good books or manuals on interviewing procedures
and both the communicator/producer and the interviewer-to-be of SD inter
view programs should read one or more of them, in order to pick up addi
tional hints and pointers on getting respondents to state their ideas clearly,
simply, and completely.

The testimonial. The reverse of the typical interview situation, where the
respondent is a high status authority, is an interview with a common, unknown
citizen. The interviewer asks Mr. or Mrs. Citizen for his or her views about or
experiences with a particular problem, service, or product. A particularly
appealing way of gaining support for participation in a given SD program is to
broadcast interviews with persons who are already participating in such pro
grams. The term "testimonial" is used to identify endorsements of a program,
service, or product by a person with whom the radio audience can identify or
find credible. Usually this is a person who typifies the "average citizen."

The use of testimonials from target audience group members is beneficial
in that it helps to emphasize the idea that a certain SD program is accepted by
the audience's reference group, to heighten the audience's sense of involve
ment, to legitimize the information provided in the program. and to improve
the credibility of the SD organization and thus its message.

Actual implementation of the testimonial format can be accomplished in
numerous ways. The testimonial itself can be taken in any of three ways: in
the field before the taping or broadcast of the program, in the studio during
the taping or broadcast, or over the telephone during the broadcast. The first
of these techniques has the advantage of allowing the program producer to
screen the recorded testimonials before selecting only the very best ones, and
the very best passages of these testimonials, to be used in his program. This
allows a producer to exercise more control over his program and to direct the
subject matter along previously determined lines. Another advan tage to this
approach is that the background noises heard in the field testimonial (e.g.,
children playing, traffic, people walking, trees rustling) may help to create a
general audio environment that places the audience in a better state to
recieve the message. These background noises-sounds of everyday Iiving
help to communicate to the radio audience that the testimonial was given
on neutral ground, in a place where the testimonial giver felt no pressure to
answer the question in an obligatory fashion.
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The second of these techniques, taking the testimonial in the studio during
the actual taping or broadcast of the program, helps create a certain degree of
"broadcast spontaneity." The audience realizes that the testimonial giver is in
the studio during the broadcast and, in a time sense, often feels less "distance"
between himself and the person giving the testimonial. One disadvantage asso
ciated with taking testimonials in such a fashion is that if the program is
broadcast live, the testimonial giver could respond to a question with an
answer that was not at all expected, and therefore be injurious to your efforts
to communicate a certain message.

The technique of accepting testimonials over a telephone has an obvious
cost advantage over the field technique. TIle telephone method also does an
excellent job in creating both broadcast and dramatic spontaneity; here the
audience members can easily sense the immediacy of the broadcast and the
dramatic element of action and reaction between the program moderator and
the testimonial giver.

The telephone method can help the audience member gain a greater feeling
of identification with the testimonial giver. The audience member is hearing
testimonials of people just like himself, people who are also at horne or at
work listening to this radio program. Since the audience member realizes that
he too could be a contributor to and active participant in this discussion, his
interest in this type of program can be fairly high.

Along with evaluating the relative strengths and weaknesses associated with
the various means of taking testimonials, the program producer must ask
himself exactly which kind of testimonials he is looking for in his effort to
communicate a specific message. As an example, for a program on family life
education for teenagers, he must decide if and when he wants tlte te[)tirna
nials of teenage girls, teenage boys, mothers of teenagers, fathers of teenagers,
religous leaders, older people reflecting on their own teen years, celebrities,
members of a certain religious, social, or economic group, or a combination of
the above groups; in seeking a combination of these testimonials, it is often
useful to establish guidelines on what proportion of all testimonials should be
from each particular group.

It should also be noted that a testimonial type radio program need not
necessarily contain testimonials from a great number of different people;
often the extended testimony of only one person can, from a listener's stand
point, be very powerful and interesting.

Entertainment/infonnation forma t
All of the formats discussed thus far have assumed that the radio listener

is wiIling to compromise his preference for pure entertainment with program
ming that clearly is informational but interesting. A group discussion or inter
view concerning a social development issue clearly is "serious programming,"
even if it is lively and spontaneous. But many listeners are just not prepared to
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give any attention to "talk shows." When the particular audience an SD com
municator wishes to reach has this characteristic, it is necessary to comply
with their wishes and shift to a format which provides the entertainment they
want while injecting some of the information that needs to be communicated.

This format uses entertainment to establish an environment that facilitates
the communication of social development messages. The type of entertain
ment used in such a program is very dependent on the interests of the target
audience and may involve anything from comedy and drama to singing or
instrumental musical presentations. The coordination of the entertainment
with the information one hopes to relay can be handled in two ways. First,
the programmer can intersperse social development information segments (e.g.,
short discussions or messages) throughout the pure entertainment. The second
way to program for such an entertainment/information format is to arrange
to use entertainment pieces that are themselves directly related to SD issues.
Examples of such entertainment pieces are SD-oriented folk songs, comedy
skits, and dramatic plays.

A very simple and easy-to-produce entertainment format is to play re
corded music of a type which the intended audience likes and to have very
brief informational episodes between the records. These information segments
could be informal comments made by the "disc joc:,ey" who may have a
popular personal following, testimonials, or brief segments from discussions.
The ratio of information to music must be quite small or the strategy will be
defeated.

A more ambitious use of entertainment is to write social development mes
sages into radio drama or other major productions. This is a very special type
of programming, and is discussed separately in Chapter Five.

The magazine format
The radio magazine format follows a guid;)line, as its name would suggest,

similar to the one used for print magazines. This guideline is based on pre
~nting a number of fairly short, distinct, "elements" (stories, discussions,
dramatic pieces, sketches, and/or interviews) within one larger time segment.

A typical example is the homemakers' program, intended for women
and aired in the morning after husbands have gone to work, and children
have gone to school. Another example is very early morning "farmers'
hour" broadcasts, intended for farmers to listen to while they are break
fasting and getting ready to begin the day's work. Still other examples are
variety programs (mostly entertainment) which may be broadcast in the after
noon or evening.

The social development communicator may arrange to get his messages
broadcast as brief segments in an already established and well-known magazine
type program, or he may attempt to construct an entire magazine-type
program around his social d-::velopment theme. The first strategy is by far the



fORMATS FOR RADIO PROGRAMMING 49

easier, and has the ad\~mtage of an assured listening audience. A further ad
vantage is that the audience is less likely to feel that it is being "pressured" to
comply with a particular SO request if such a request is found within a larger
program containing varied topics.

However, there are some excellent examples of magazine-type radio pro
grams of fifteen to thirty minutes built around a common social development
theme. The total time might be divided among such programming as the fol
lowing:

(r.) music containing the SO messages
(b) comedy routines or jokes con taining SO messages
(c) brief expositions by experts
(d) brief dramas or skits containing SO messages
(e) interviews or testimonials
(f) answers to questions received in the mail from listeners
(g) news items about the SO program
(h) group discussions or debates.

In some countries, for example, thtlre are regular, weekly, family planning
programs of the magazine type. If air time is available, it could be useful to
launch a regular, magazine·type program for the duration of a special cam
paign.

A danger of the magazine radio program built around a single SO theme is
loss of audience. A disinterested or semi-interested listener will pay attention
to a brief SO segnlent if he expects the topic to shift to something else with·
in a few minutes. ::owever, when he discovers that an entire thirty minute
or longer segment is to be devoted to social development, he may tune to
another station. Thus, the magazine radio program, like a printed magazine,
loses readership if it becomes too focused upon a particular topic. Those
who pay attention are those who are already interested and converted.

The magazine format may attempt to be primarily informational or it may
try to mix pure entertainment with a variety of SO elements. Most of the
popular magazine programs, such as farmers' hours or homemakers' programs,
contain at least some episodes of pure entertainment to maintain listener
interest. Without these clements, the entertainment content of the program
sinks below the critical level, and it is simply another rejected piece of
"educational radio."

Combination of radio fonnats
The SO programmer should take advantage of the opportunity to produce

very creative and effective programs by combining, at one time, certain ele·
mentsofvarious formats. If a programmer/producer feels that a radio program
consisting solely of testimonials will not quite communicate his intended mes
sage with the necessary force, he might well consider interspersing SO music
between these testimonials. Another programmer/producer might conclude
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that a program alternating between short dramatic passages (e.g., dealing with
parental concern over teenage involvement with sex) and testimonials (e.g., by
teenagers) is the most effective way to communicate the intended message to
the target audience. While it docs not exhaust the list of all possible, effective
combinations of radio formats, the following arc examples of radio format
combinations that should be considered as viable alternatives to the "single
format" radio program: group discussion-news, entertainment-news-testimo
nial, entertainment-testimonial-group discussion, magazine-group discussion,
magazine-testimonial.

Conclusion
When making decisions concerning the format of social development pro

gramming it is always necessary to return to the basic problem of audience
interest, raised in Chapter One of this manual. Radio audiences arc lIot pre
pared to spend more than a very few minutes of each hour on serious or con
centrated learning. Their radio set is turned on and tuned in for news, enter
tainment, and diversion. Any format which deviates very far from this assump
tion and openly launches into extended teaching, even though informal and
needs-oriented, will result in greatly reduced listenership consisting largely
of the already-converted.



Chapter Four

RADIO SPOT Al\. JNCEMENTS

Robert Higgins

I
Basic Ideas

The radio spot announcement, which is an exciting and effective way to
spread information, is a brief statement made between or during longer pro·
grams. Some advantages of radio spot announcements are that:

(a) preparation time is brief
(b) they can be delivered "live" with no cost for the production of the

announcement
(c) recorded commercial annOWlcements require less time and cost than

the production of print or TV
(d) contact with an extensive audience is immediate
(e) radio offers the personal touch of people talking to peoole
(f) response is often immediate.
Some limitations. Radio announcements are too brief to allow detailed

explanations. Normally, one idea or proposition is carried by the radio an
nouncement because a listener rarely gives his undivided attention to a radio
broadcast. Whereas a person can read, reread, and save a newspaper or maga
zine advertisement, he has only one chance at a time to catch a radio mes
sage. If a street address or telephone number is read during a radio message,
the listener is not likely to be sitting waiting with pencil and paper to write
it down. Radio relies upon repetition within the announcement and repeti.
tion of the announcement itself to get the necessary information across.

51
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The campaign
A radio announcement is normally a part of a campaign. The campaign is

a unified effort to attain a single advertising or communication objective. A
campaign should have a single theme line such as "grow more food-have
fewer children" or "Things Go Bcttcr With Coke." The theme linc becomcs
the dominant element in all thc media of thc campaign including print, radio,
television, and pamphlets. It is also used as a signature or sign-off for all radio
and television announcements in the campaign. The purpose is that if the
audience is left with any thought, it should be the campaign theme line.
When all the effort and budget of a campaign is put into only one medium, it
is called by that medium (e.g., radio campaign, print campaign, TV campaign).

One announcement or print advertisement does not make a campaign. In
the case of radio, the campaign is comprised of "flights" of several announce·
ments released to fly over the airways at one time. Each announcement in the
flight carries the theme line but in a different way or perhaps to a different
portion of the audience. While 'jne i1:!,J1t of announcements is being aired, a
new and different flight is lJeing prepared for release at a later date. In this
manner, the message of the announcements will not become stale or boring
to people in the listening audience.

Length of announcement
In the United States, radio announcements are either sixty, twenty, thirty,

or ten seconds long because these are the time lengths sold by the radio sta
tions. The cost of announcements is proportional to their length and to the
number of times they are aired. Prices for time vary with the size and com
position of the listening audience, which in turn is determined by the time of
day and the particular program adjacent to or within which they will be
heard. For instance, during the time wHen people are driving to and from
work, the listening audience is greater than at other times of the day. An
announcement during a news program will normally cost more than one
during a music program because more people will be listening for the latest
news. The more popular a particular radio personality, the greater the audi
ence and, consequently, the greater the cost of an announcement during his
or her show.

The ten·second announcement is useful for increasing public awareness of
a service, an idea, a product, or a new practice. Because cost is lvwer, the
ten·second announcement permits heavy repetition, thereby placing the social
development project into the consciousness of the listener and keeping it
there. For example:

ANNOUNCER: A small family has more to offer children in terms of health,
education, and happiness. Keep your family small. Visit a
nearby Family Planning Center today for information.
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Though only ten seconds in length, the above announcement puts the idea
of family planning into t.he minds of the listeners while covering three benefit
J.eas and telling where to get infonnation. It also mentions the sponsor's
name: Fatr.ily Planning Center.

II
Writing for Radio

Writing is hard work. What !110st people see and hear is the finished work,
and because it sounds so nice and flows so beautifully, the average person
thinks that the writer simply sits back and meditates for a few hours and
then takes pen in hand and lets the words flow effortlessly and flawlessly.
Once done, the writer sits back, humbly accepts the accolades of the general
public, and then retires into a soft seclusion to await another visit from his
creative powers.

In fact, the typical radio writer has spent hours with the pickax of his
mind, digging for infonnation. He or she has spent long, exhausting hours to
come up with an idea that is a different and effective way of presenting the
material, and then organizing and outlining the material in a logical sequence.
Then comes the first draft, which simply puts the idea down on paper in
order to see what it looks like in concrete form. Once on paper, it has to be
rewritten, edited, polished, and then rewritten and reedited again and again
until it is the be:;t the writer can do within his limited time.

Writing is a lonely profession because the writer is always in search of the
"idea" that wil1 best carry the message. The search for and struggle with the
"idea" goes on inside the writer with no one able to help. This struggle camlOt
be turned off like a water tap at the end of a working day and tumed on
again the following morning at the opening of an office. Once an assignment
is begun, the search for the "idea" is a twenty·four·hour·a·day search and is
with the writer at meals, at home in the evening, during conversations, and
even dUring sleep.

Tlte last tlting a writer does is write! Too often the young writer tries to
go directly to a pe!l and a piece of paper to start 3:1 assignment. The result
is usually a roomful of crumpled sheets covered with inadequate first para·
graphs, long lines of words marching militantly one behind the other, or
beautiful1y composed prose that all winds up nowhere because the writer has
not discovered how to begin.

The professional waiter will accumulate the infonnation he needs to work
with, identify the audience and the purpose of the message, organize the
material, assume a point of view, and come up with the creative idea before he
starts to write. When the homework and roadwork is completed, the writer

=-
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knows where his material and his ideas are going. When writing does come
easily, it is the result of long hours of familiarizing one's self with the avail
able information and then combining it with a creative idea into an effective
structure.

Before getting into the actual writing of the spot announcement it would
be useful to define a few commonly used terms:

-,

Commercial:

PSA:

S;Jot:
Announcement:
Network spot:

Local spot:
Reach:

Penetra tion:
Dc mogra phics:

Psychographies:

Talent:

SFX:
Fade in:
Fade out:

v.a.:

Under:

Up and out:

Format:
"Live" copy:
"Live" tag:

A message delivered on a radio or television for which
the time is purchased by a commercial sponsor.
Public Service Announcement. A message delivered
on radio or television for which the time is provided
free by the station or a commercial sponsor.
~~nother name for any commercial or PSA.
Anvther name for any commercial or PSA.
A mllssage broadcast over a network of several sta
lion:; usually simultaneously.
A message broadcast over a single station.
The number of homes and/or listeners making up the
estimated audience of a station or network.
The depth to which an audience is reached.
The analysis of an audience or intended ~u(i."Hce

covering such tangible statistics as: geographiealloca
tion, sex, age, occupation, education, incoJ"'le, religion,
ethnic background, etc.
The analysis of an audience or intended audience
rlealing with such intangibles as attitudes, interests,
opinions, ethnic influences, prejudices, etc.
Announcer, actor, actress, singers, musicians, spokes
persons, or personality used in the commercial.
Sound effects.
Gradual increase in volume up to a normal level.
Graduai decrease in volume until the sound is inau
dible.
Voice over. The voice is heard over (in greater volume
than) music or sound effects.
When the music or a sound effect is below and not
interfering with or detracting from a voice or voices.
A direction used at the end of an announcement
calling for music or a sound effect to be brought up
in volume and continu.ld to the end of the announce
ment.
Kind of programming a station airs.
Copy read by an announcer at the station.
Message added by announcer to a recorded cammer·

,
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Logo:

Independent:
Rates:
Availabilities:
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ciaI. Used to give local address, local telephone num
ber, or price.
Mu;;ical or sound effect signature used by advertiser
to identify itself quickly.
Station not affiliated with a network.
A station's charges for commercial time.
Unpurchased time slots on a station where announce
ments can be placed. To call a station for "avails" is
to contact the station salesman to see what time slots
are currently open.

Audience-purpose-content. Before beginning a radio announcement, the
writer Mould be given or develop for himself the following information. It
provides a working structure for the effective and logical construction of the
announcement. It also provides bel,':!il,,:' :ks for judging whether or not the
finished script meets the intended oOi"dlves.

Audience: (Defines who is to be influenced by the announcement.)

Purpose: (Defines what the announcement is intended to accomplish
with the audience.)

Content: (Factual information to be used within the announcement.)

The audience should be defined with a single sentence. If it cannot be de
fined in a single sentence, then it usually means that the target audience has
not yet been clearly defined.

The purpose of the campaign should also be defined in a single sentence.
Ifit cannot be defined in a single sentence, then here again, the purpose is not
yet clear in the mind of the writer.

The content will come from all the information available, not just the
literature on the problem blJt also fwm people who are expert in the field and
who can be contacted for interviews; in family planning, this could be doc·
tors and field workers. As much content material as possible should be col
lected. This information is then boiled down to the two or three key points
that are most likely to catch the attention and/or influence the target audi
ence towards achieving the intended purpose of the announcement.

The writer should be required to fill out or be given an Audience-Purpose.
Content sheet for each announcement written. An example of a completed
sheet follows:

Audience: Women who are expecting or are new mothers.
Purpose: ..1.Q.P.4ve audience visit a Public Health clinic
Conten~: ..Ih.~ content should include those services of the Public Health

£1injc li,e~ would be strong motivators for the target audience
(e g . free prenatal care. vitamins. and postnatal services. The
more specific the better, with locations and hours of the clinics).

Write for the ear, Though the radio announcement is normally written in
script form on paper, those words are to be received through the ear of the
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tar~et audience, not through the eye as print. TIlere is a great difference ill
writing for the eye, which should be formal, and writing for the ear, which
should sound conversational. People in conversation use short or incomplete
sentences, made up of small, simple, easy-to-understand words, which include
many contractions, rather than large, multisyllabic words. Radio announce
ments should be written to sound conversational. Where one word can be
substituted for two or three, use the one word. It is simpler, more direct, and
saves time, except when a name, an address, or a pi,one number has to be
remembered. These should be repeated a minimum of two times, often enough
so that they Cdn be written down or remembered.

Write to ,m audience of one. Although radio is considered a mass audience
medium, it is made up of a mass of individuals. The message is normally re
ceived by one llr two people listening to their own radio in private.

It has often be.:ln said, in error, that an announcement should be designed
and written to communicate with the lowest intelligence level of the mass
audience. The thinking here is that if the lowest Ie-..I of the audience under
stands it, all levels will understand it. However, understanding of the message
should be designed and written to communicate with and persuade an indi
vidual who is a composite of the target audience. The target audience is a
particular, clearly defined segment of the general public at whom your mes
sage is aimed. This definition of the target audience should be based upon
demographic and psychographic information.

Think of the typical member of the target audience you are speaking to as
a friend. Use a tone that is friendly. Use words and ideas that the typical
member of the target audience is familiar with. An announcement that hits a
mark below the target audience is not only uninteresting to them, but gives
them the feeling that they are being talked down to. The announce men t that
hits a mark above the target audience is not understood by them. Listeners
are not going to take the time and effort to decipher a message too sophisti
cated for them. The voices, words, examples, and music you use in an an
nouncement should convey to the target audience that a friend, someone who
knows them, is talking to them.

Ask your audience 10 act. Have you ever listened to someune for a length
of time and then wondered what they wanted after they had gone? At the end
of your announcement, make certain th<lt you do not leave your audience in
a similar situation. Tell the audience clearly, directly, and positively the action
you want of them. This is the final purpose of an announcement-to proVide
the audience with a clearly defined and understood line of action. It may be
to use a product. It may be to stop smoking. It may be to visit a clinic, to
write to an :Jddress, or to make a telephone call. Whatever it is, tell them, as
nicely as possible, but tell them to do it.

Read your finished announcement ALOUD. Your message will be received
throll~h the ear, so read your announcement aloud so that you can lIear how
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it sounds. This will uncover sentence construction that does not flow easily
from the tongue. It will uncover any words you may have used which are
hard to pronounce. If the announcement is difficult for the writer to r':lad
aloud, imagine how much more difficult it will be for actors or announcers
who are not familiar with it.

Now that the announcement is written, do the informational points aU
come through loudly and clearly? Put yourself into the character of a typical
member of your target audience and judge how he or she will receive the meso
sage. Will it be understood? Will aU the words be familiar words? Is the thought
easy to follow? Is the action you are asking of the audience clear? If a name,
address, or telephone number is given, could you remember it if you were
hearing the announcement for the first time?

When you arc satisfied tha t the target audience will receive, understand,
and react favorably to your announcement, then it is ready for production.

Beware of overproduction. Overproduction results from too much empha.
sis on fancy techniques to carry the informational content in the announce·
ment or hold the interest of the audience. For instance. if humor is the car·
rier of the message, beware of leaving your audience laughing, but with little
or no idea of what you were trying to say. The same is true for music, sound
effects, or the development of a situation. These techniques and tools should
be used to grab attention and hold interest, but not at the expense of the
informational content. For example, to establish a mood through the use of
music. you do not need ten or even five seconds to establish that mood; three
seconds is plenty of time. Once mood is established, the music can continue
its job by going under the voice of the announcer or characters.

A wailing siren or crying baby can catch the attention in two or three sec·
onds. A situation and location can be clearly established in five or ten seconds
of crisp, direct writing; yet, some writers of announcements will take almost
half the ar:'1ouncement to establish the situation and location. This steals
valuable time away from the information that needs to be communicated.

It is surprising how much unnecessary action and verbiage can be cut out
of a first draft by objective and ruthless editing, which overrides either the
writer's sensibilities or laziness. The educated professional writer who takes
pride in his work is more disciplined and is his toughest editor and crit·
ic. This is how the writer progresses and increases. hilt effective output. As
mentioned earlier, writing is hard, lonely work; editing and polishing one's
own work is often tedious. There is no one to do it for you. By the same
token, there is nothing like the satisfaction of writing an effective announce·
ment that causes hundreds, or even thousands, of people to take positive
action and then saying to yourself, "I wrote that!"
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GUIDELINES FOR WRITING EFFECTIVE ANNOUNCEMENTS
1. The last thing a writer does is write
2. Write for the ear
3. Write to an audience of one
4. Ask your audience to act
5. Read your finished announcement ALOUD
6. Beware of overproduction by calling for unnecessary effects.

Script identification. Order and system are the signs of the professional.
Each script should be an entity unto itself. Writer, supervisor, traffic person
nel, the recording studio, and the radio station should be able to identify and
talk about each script separately and quickly. This eliminates much confusion.

Most scripts up to sixty seconds in length can be put, double-spaced, on a
single sheet of paper. One way to identify each script easily is to develop a
script paper format with the follOWing information placed in the upper right
hand corner of the first page:

CLlENT: _
PRODUCT (TOPIC):. _

CODE NO:, _
LENGTH:, _

TlTLE: _

The writer then nIls in each of the blanks and the particular script is
systematized and easily identifiable. The client is the sponsoring company or
ager.cy. The product (topic) is the particular subject of the announcement.
It could be anyone of several different products or services provided by the
client. The code number is the particular number assigned to the announce
ment for the record or filing system used. It can tell the month and year of
the announcement, the length, and the bookkeeping number for all costs
involved in the writing and production of the announcement. The title should
be a word out of the first sentence of the commercial or the name of the
principal character. The purpose is to permit the announcement to be referred
to easily and quickly without knOWing the cumbersome code number system.

Following is an example of a completed script identification:
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CLIENT :_~NLlla..uli""o.unwalul'"'"-le....au.:ltwhL.:C!o<j'!wiIw1i~c _
PROD UCT: _.w.BLllrc<.1la~stL.:C:.<.Ia~n.!.loc~e.!..r ~Ecax.willlJJnl- _
CODE NO:--'2""'2..,..8..><=6J...J17'-'"7-"-6""'O _

LENGTI-I:_.::.;60::...:;.:se;.:;c,,-",(>.:,;Ii;.:.ve"""l _
TlTLE:__",-,A"""tl,""e"",n-,-,ti~o.:.:.n_" _

This information tells us at a glance that the announcement is for the
National Health Clinic. It is concerned with Breast Cancer Examination. It is
the two-hundred twenty-eighth commercial the agency has done this year. The
commercial was written in the sixth month of the year 1977. It is sixty sec
onds in length and is a "live" rather than recorded announcement. Finally, we
call it "AUen tion" and this word should be in the first or second sentence of
the commercial.

If you were to talk to someone about commercial 228·6/77-60, they would
not know what you were talking about. If you were to talk about the sixty
second "Attention" commercial, they would immediat'.!y know which com
mercial you were referring to.

Page [onnat [or amlOuncement. There are many different page formats and
ways of typing the script itself. The format explained here is used by many
advertising agencies in the United States. However, there are also many varia
tions (see chapter on Radio Drama).

Remember tha t the writer is not always at meetings or the production of a
recorded announcement. The writer is almost never at the reading of a "live"
commercial. Therefore, the script must be written in a format that makes it
possible for the material to be produced exactly as the writer intended. Its
words and instructions must be as clear and understandable as possible.

Example I shows the page format for an announcement for only one
voice, that of the announcer. The format is suitable for either "Jive" or re
corded announcements. When the script calls for a dramatization or conversa
tion between two or more people, the page format changes to that shown in
example 2.

Notice in example 2 that the dialogue is in lower case. Instructions are in
(UPPER CASE AND PARENTHESES). The names of the characters with·
in the announcement arc centered on the page. This requires less eye move
ment than if they were off to the side of the page. Anyone working with the
9:ript, talent or engineer, need only look down the center of the page in order
to see easily and immediately the different blocks of dialogue and identify
the speaker.

Each of the characters is identified by name. It is important that the writer
gives each of the characters a specific name rather than MAN, WOMAN,
CHILD NO. I, HOUSEWIFE, FATHER, SALESMAN. Each of these tags for
people are indefinite. It is an indication that the writer has /lot truly thought
enough about the characters as individual people. Their tone, reactions, and
words will be typical of a class or group rather than an individual with a

..
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CLIENT: _
PRODUCT: _
CODE NO: _

LENGTH: _
TITLE: _

ANNOUNCER: (MATURE, MALE)

All dialogue in the radio commercial should be in

lower case such as this. The dialogue should be double

spaced as you see here so that it is easy for the writer

or producer to edit and the talent to mark up. In-

structions such as: (SFX: PASSING RAILROAD

TRAIN) should be in caps and parentheses. In thj~

manner, the dialogue and the instructions are easily

separated by the talent, producer, and engineer.

(MUSIC: UP AND OUT.)

Example I. PAGE FORMAT FOR ONE VOICE
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CLlENT:_C""'hurc11 F~cd...,e<..Lrawtl.CiQl-Ln'-- _
PRODUCT:_Yo>!.Jutwh S""'c"'-'rvu;jc""'·c'-- _
CODE NO:---'3"u2io.:l·60l..J7w.7.:J,-p.:lolO _

LENGTH:_~6Q~Se~cu..J.J(RL3ole><.loc<.l.!oJ.lr(d.lolcclo>.d+_) _
TITLE:_-l..S""'e""'II......T...iaOlll<.c_" _

FRED: (HUSBAND)

(SFX: DOORBELL CHIMES) I'll get it, honcy!

(DOOR OPENS) Ycs!

WILLY: (BRIGHT, BOUNCY,

COMEDIC SALESMAN)

Hi thcrc! I'd like to scll you SOOlC time. I undcr·

stand you don't havc cnough.

FRED:

Hunh????

WILLY:

Well, you keep saying when you have enough time

you'll spend it with your children...But you never

get around to it.

FRED: (PUZZLED)

Ah•.•You sure you got the right house?

Example 2. PAGE FORMAT FOR TWO OR
MORE PEOPLE

61
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WILLY:

When was the last timc you spent any time with

your children? Played ball with 'cm??? ...went to

thc park'.???'!

FRED:

Ah...We had brcakfast together just last month.

You'rc ;;clling time'!'!'!

Example 2. PAGE FORMAT FOR nvo OR MORE
PEOPLE-Continucd

specific pcrsonality of his own. Thc characters, thcrcforc, will not be con
vincing or interesting.

Notice what occurs in your mind when we call for CHILD. Now nolke the
change in your mental picture when we give the CHILD a specific namc
NANCY. Suddenly you realize that it is a female child. AHMED, JIMMY, or
PEDRO--each of thcse specific names conjures up a different character.
They think differently, talk differently, act differently, and react differently.
The professional writer will think long and hard about his characters. He will
know them by appropriate names, so that they will come to life both in the
writer's mind and in the minds of the target audicnce.

Timing YOllr al/noul/cement. If your assignment calls for a sixty-second
announcement, the finished announcement should come within a second or
a second and a half of the sixty-second mark on an accurate stopwatch; it
should never be more than the intended sixty seconds. The announcement
i<; not completed in script form unless it has been timed and found to be
within the called·for length. This is the responsibility of the writer. It is an
automatic chore for the professional who takes pride in his or her craft. The
announcement will be timed again before actual production if it is to be pre
recorded. The finished, recorded version will also be timed to make abso
lutely certain that it is correct before dismissing the talent.
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On commercial American radio, where time is costly, an announcement
will not be read or played if it is over the specified length by more than a sec·
ond and a half. Instead of being broadcast, it is returned to the agency respon·
sible for its production where it must be edited to reduce it to the time limi
tation, creating additional costs. If the announcement has to be rerecorded,
that means that a studio has to be rented, talent called back and paid again
and, if music is involved, the musicians must be recalled and repaid for their
rervices.

The professional writer knows that it is his or her responsibility to make
certain that the script is accurately timed and within the necessary length.

III
The Audience for Radio Announcements

With the information provided thus far, the writer could write an an·
nouncement that could be delivered on radio, but whether it would be ef
fective or not in reaching the intended audience anrl achieving its purpose
is another question.

Many commercials are written and aired without ever coming close to
reaching the target audience much less achieving the intended purpose. Why
do they fail? They fail because people responsible for them have the mis
taken idea that the audience is waiting for the announcement. They assume
that when it is heard, the target audience is listening with full attention, an
open mind, and a pencil in their hand ready to take down a given phone num·
ber, ;lddress, or name. People, however, do not really want to listen to com
mercials. They are suspicious about the motives of those who broadcast com·
mercials. They do not listen with open minds. People do not change their
thinking or attitudes because of hearing one radio announcement. A single,
inappropriate word can cause the listener's mind to snap shut like a steel
trap. These failures take place when the writer docs not understand his audio
ence. Before beginning to write, the writer should be thinking about and have
an answer to such questions as these:

Who is my audience?
How do they look?
How do they feel?
How do they talk?
What are their basic prejudices?
What are their general likes?
What is their current opinion of the subject ['II be writing about?
What is their opinion of the organization I represent?
What else are they doing while they listen to the radio?
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What is their educational level?
What is their economic level?
What special words will open their minds to my message?
What words will close their minds?
If the writer does not know the answers to questions such as these, the

writer does not know the audience. If the writer does not know the audience,
how can he or she speak the language of the audience? Now, of course, you
will be writing the commercial in the spoken language of the audience. But,
as you well know, the language of any country is divided by two basic factors:
ethnic tones or dialects and socioeconomic levels.

For instance, if your target audience is the total country and the country
has several ethnic or religious groups and, further, two or three of these groups
have a historical dislike or distrust of one another, then the words used in the
announcement must have no links to ethnicity or religious differences. The
announcer or actor who speaks the words should have a nelJtral accent that
will not be associated with any particular group.

To certain audiences particular words may be friendly, mind·opening words.
To another audience, those same words may be just the opposite-unfriendly
and mind·c1osing. A single word in an announcement may result in a whole
segment of the audience unconsciously or consciously closing their minds and
rejecting the proposition no matter how beneficial it may be for them.

If the target audience is an educated group or a prestige-eonscious group,
then the words and tone used in the announcement should be cultured, man·
nered, and prestigious. On the other hand, if the announcement is aimed at a
working class with a low-educational level, then the words and tone of the
announcement should be simple nnd direct with short common words, even
slang.

If the announcement is directed at a rural target audience, then the words
and tone should be rural. If it contains urban words and expressions, the rural

. audience will ignore the message because of their prejudice and distrust of the
"city slicker." Using words or a tone that the audience is not able to "identi·
fy themselves with" usually destroys the effectiveness of the commercial.

The same is true of music used in an announcement. Match your choice of
music to your audience's preferences, not to your personal likes or dislikes. If
the message is directed at a cultured audience, use cultured music. For a rural
audience, use rural music. For a youth audience, use the music which the
youth currently find pleasing to them. The effective announcement writer
need not be a musician but should be aware of current popular music trends.

The writer or person who has the authority to accept or reject the proposed
announcement may abhor the music that is currently popular with the youth
or with rural audiences. Nevertheless, if the announcement is aimed at youth
or rural audiences, the music that will capture the attention and add to the
effectiveness of the announcement is the music acceptable to and appreciated
by the target audience.
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How does the writer, who has usually spent years learning to speak and
write "properly." learn these other "languages?" He must brave contact with
as many different levels of society as possible. The writer must have a great
curiosity to know about many different types of people and levels of society.

The writer should let the people talk while he or she listens. Observe people
in their natural surroundings. Read heavily from the material the audience is
reading. Go regularly to motion pictures and plays which currently arc "hits"
with the public. Instead of taking cabs or driving a car, occasionally take pub.
Iic transportation. Visit local gathering places. Occasionally leave the fine cock·
tail lounge and visit a local cantina. Observe and listen to the people in depart·
ment stores and markets. Rub shoulders with all kinds of people. Listen to
their troubles and their dreams. Only with this knowledge can the writer iden
tify and empathize with many diverse target audiences. This is a never-ending
chore for the writer of effective announcements who should have the ability
to speak accurately the "language" of the target audience.

More is needed than a simple presentation of fact in the language of the
target audience if the audience is to be persuaded to try a product, use a servo
ice, seek information, or change an attitude. The effective announcement
must be skillfully designed to:

(a) catch the attention of the listener
(b) hold the interest of the listener
(c) carry the agreed·upon content
(d) do all this in a way that will be believed and remembered.

IV
Catching the Attention of Radio Listeners

The effective announcement must have an attention-getting mechanism at
the very opening. People normally listen to radio while they are doing some·
thing else; driving, working, doing housework, talking to others, daydreaming,
or reading a book. The radio is at a secondary, even tertiary level of their
awareness. They may not even be conscious that the radio is operating. The
radio output usually stays at a low level of awareness until something happens
that is different (e.g., a song is played that is a current or old favorite of the
listener). If the announcement docs not have an attcntion-getter at the open
ing, it may never be heard by any segment of the audience much less the
target audience. Some examples of attention-getting devices that can be used:

music
music and singers
knock on the door
telephone ringing
baby crying

-..
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adult crying
laughter
honking horn
police, ambulance siren
crash of any kind
animal noise
cash register ring
calf crying
gunfire
jet aircraft taking off
car engine starting or stopping
tractor engine.

There are literally hundreds of attention-getting sounds, (such as a knock
on a door or a telephone ringing), many of which most urban people are con
ditioned to respond to. A woman is normally conditioned to respond to a
baby's cry. A farmer is normally conditioned to respond to a calf or other
animal bawling.

Music is an attention-getter, especially on a station or program that is pri
marily talk. Current popular music will catch teenagcrs' attention. To catch
the attention of people in their sixties, use music that was popular forty years
ago whcn they were courting or in thc early years of marriage.

Not all attt.'ntion-getters nced be sounds. Spoken, whispered, or shouted
words are attention-getters too, such as:

Hclp!!
Free!!
Now!!
Fire!!

Statcments can bc attention-getters:
There's a killer loose in our village!
Halt or I'll shoot!
Herc's exciting news!
And now, a very important announcement!
Stop, thief!
Here's something you don't want to miss.
Attention! Attention!

Questions can be effective attention-getters:
Would you like to be rich, happy, and prosperous?
Are you getting all you want out of life?
Would you like to never have another sick day in your life?
Are you sick and tired of driving an old car?
Would you like to live in a home of your own?
Would you like to live twice as well at half thc cost?
Are you bored with life?

•
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Are you happy with the current yield you're getting from your acrea8e?
Are you and your family getting the medical care you need?
Do you want your children to be healthy?

Notice how each question implied a promise of a benefit to the listener.
Notice, too, how easy it is to aim questions at a specific target audience.

The ideas for atten tion-getting openings are only limited by the imagination,
experience, and desire of the writer. A radio announcement without an atten
tion·getting opening is a waste of time, effort, and money.

V
Holding the Attention of Radio Listeners

Once the announcemeJlt has captured the attention of the target audience,
it must keep that attention. Sometimes the informational content of the
announcement is important enough and offers enough of a benefit to the
listener that all that is needed to communicate is nn announcer speaking in
words acceplable to the target audience. However, the a.lOouncemenl often
needs more than just words to hold the interest of the audience. It may be
hard to believe that a listener cannot or will not pay attention for thirty or
sixty seconds, but we must remember that the listener has no desire to pay
attention to begin with.

Although the announcement h.ay be unique and important to the social
development cummunicator, it isjust one of hundreds of announcements being
aired over the radio every day. Each of these announcemen ts is competing for
the listener's attention, a listener who wants to hear news, weather, music, and
popular talk or dramatic shows, not announcements. Audiences are experi
enced in shutting off their attention as soon as they realize that they are lis
tening to an announcement. Therefore, the effective announcement must not
only grab the attention, but hold it throughout the announcement until the
informational content gets through to the listener. There are a number of tools
to hold the interest, Jmong them:

Music under
This is a call for music to be played "under" or at a lower audio level than

the voice of the announcer. This music does not have to br. costly original
music, composed and recorded for use with the announcement. This music
can be library music. Most recording studios have a wide choice of library
music available for use with announcements at a small cost. Library music
consists ofall forms and styles of music from folk to symphonic, jazz to come·
die, operatic to solo instruments. The time lengths 0; library music vary from
ten or twenty minutes to short pieces of sixty, thirty, or ten seconds. There

=



68 THE USE OF RADIO IN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

is also a wide variety of musical "stings" for punctuating phrases or individ
ual words and "musical buttons" for ending announcements. These musical
stings and buttons are audio exclamation points, periods, and question marks.
If music "under" is used, the copy should be written so that the announcer
finishes three or four seconds before the end of the time allotted for the spot.
This permits fading the music volume up at the end of the announcement. This
gives the announcement a clean, professional. "finished" sound. To accom
plish this, the library music must be back-timed from its end to be the pruper
length. Then, when you know the proper length, it can be cued in under the
announcer and its end will coincide with the announcement's end.

Music jingle
A musical jingle is a song composed with original music and lyrics which

presents your message musically. The advantage of using a jingle is that, if
properly done, it can be uscd over and over. If it catches the fancy of your lis
tening audience, they will begin enjoying it and singing it themselves, g:ving
your message further longevity and reach. The audience will want to hear it
again and again and will listen to it on their radios.

Wrtting your own jingle does not, however, assure success. As much as we
may sit around and play the jingle for ourselves, our staff, and our friends,
their reaction is deceptive. The only judge of a jingle is the listening audience,
not friends and relatives. Amateur composers and musicians produce amateur
jingles. If you decide you want to try a musical jingle to get your message
across to the general public, begin by going to professionals.

When sitting down with the 'lrofessional composer, you should be prepared
to give the composer a "fact Sl, ~t" covering the primary features and benefits
of your product, service, or a& lCy and the theme of your current campaign.
Discuss the type of music you fel .vill be appropriate; folk, jazz, rock and roll,
country and western, or others. Explain to the composer the reaction you
want the audience to have to your product or service, and most importantly,
the audience you are trying to reach. Listen to the composer. Allow him to
express his comprehension of what you are trying to achieve and his first reac
tion as to type of music that will best carry your message.

Do not hesitate to ask what the composition fee is as well as for an esti·
mate of all production costs and initial talent payments. Let the composer
know that you want the "lead" sheets after the recording session. This means
that you will have the music, lyrics, and musical arrangements in your posses
sion. If you are attempting to communicate to different audience groups, you
may want yo~.Jr basic melody put into several different arrangements so that it
can appeal to urban, rural, age, and ethnic groups. Naturally, this will adt: heav
ily to arranging, recording, and talen t costs but if you feel this is a strong ad·
vantage, now is the time to find out the cost and make the decision. Doing the
total job at one time can save you money in composition fees and recording
studio time.
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Another consideration in doing jingles is to examine what music is in the
public domain. This is music for which the copyright protection has expired,
freeing the melody for use by anyone who wants to use it. Besides saving com
position fees, there is a defmite advantage in using a melody that is already
established and enjoyed by the general public. All that is needed are new lyrics
and a fresh arrangement.

Most radio producers immediately fall in love with their own work. This is
good. They should feel that the announcement is their best effort and will do
the communication job for which it is intended. However,as always, the writer
and producer should develop the ability to stand back and objectively appraise
their work through the ears of the intended audience rather than their own.
Their objective is not to produce a hit tunc. The objective is to produce a
musical jing'le that is acceptable and enjoyable to the target audience and car
ries the agreed upon message and campaign theme.

The sy~tematic procedure in the production of a jingle is for the composer
and/or production company to return within the agreed upon time with at
least one version of the jingle. This is usually sung by the composer with a
piano accompaniment. When it is agreed that the lyrics and melody are accept
able, the money is spent to record an "audition" version of the jingle. This reo
cording may have only one singer and basic instruments such as a piano, bass,
and drums. Its purpose is to bring the jingle a step closer to its final sound
without the cost of a full orchestra and a full complement of singers so that it
is still much easier and far less co:;(;y to make changes at this stage. When the
music is recorded in this form it sho;~ld be pretested on a sample of the intend·
ed audience to learn how it will be received. When the audition version is ac
cepted, then the jingle is ready to be recorded in fmished form.

Although an original musical jingle composed for a particular purpose is
usually costly, it can be used effectively for as long as desired, making the ini
tial cost well worth the investment.

Dialogue rather than monologue
Using dialogue (a conversation between two or 'nore people) is an effective

technique in holding the interest of the audience, and it is so easy to do. The
easiest way is simply to take any announcement written for a single voice and,
instead of having one announcer read it all, have two announcers read alter
nate sentences. There should be noticeable contrast between the two voices.
To make it sound still more interesting, make one of the announcers a male,
the other a female.

Knowing that people are inquisitive by nature helps to structure an
announcement so that it holds the listener's attention. If you are riding a bUS,
sitting in a restaurant, or sitting on a park bench and become aware that you
are overhearing a conversation, there is a natural inclination to continue to lis
ten. Whether or not the subject matter is of interest, it is still intriguing to



70 THE USE OF RADIO IN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

know that you arc overhearing the conversation without being discovered.
Using this principle, information presented through a conversation between
two people will usually catch and hold the listener's attention throughout the
length of the announcement. Of course, some type of opening attention·getter
is still needed.

Following is an example of a dialogue announcement. It is set in a common
everyday situation. The situation and characters are quite believable because
they are taken right out of the lives of the listeners. This example allows the
listeners to set the location of the conversation wherever they wish. To an
office worker, it could be taking place in the office. To the housewife, it could
be one neighbor talking to another.

CLI ENT: --'F:....:a~m~i:.:.lyL..:-.P:.::la.:.:n.:.:.I1I:.:..:·n:cg.;:.D;.:e:.t:p.:..:t.'-- _
PRODlICT: --,T:..:.h~e-=-P.:.:.iII,-- _
CODE NO: ---:0:..,:.1...::;·0'-'-7_7"""7....;:·6:.,::0'--- _
LENGTH: -,,6;;..:0,-,S~e=c~." (:..;R~e=c""'or;.;;d;,.;.ed;:;.)'-- _

TI TLE: _·..:.·Hc::a~p::.J:p:.Ly..:.I-c::lu::.:n~l~m:=:e.:...r '_' _

(OPEN ON 10 SEeS OF NELLY HUMMING AS

SHE GOES ABOUT HER WORK)

NANCY:

Hi Nelly!

NELLY: (STOPS HUMMING)

Oh, hi Nancy.

NANCY:

You certainly seem happy today, Nelly.

NELLY:

I am! I am! And I'll be happy for the rest of my life!

NANCY:

Really? ?? What's the secret?
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NELLY:

The pill, honey. The pill! It's wonderful.

NANCY:

The pill? What pill? ? ?

NELLY:

71

The birth control pill! I've just started taking it. It's so simple and easy

to use.. Just swallow one pill everyday and it takes away the chance of get-

ting pregnant. The pill will help any woman to hold on to her youth and

beauty.

NANCY:

Aha...Now I know the secret of your happiness. Tell me, Nelly...Can I

get the pill?

NELLY:

Certainly. Any woman can from the nearest Family Planning Center. T~lere

are centers all over Cairo.

NANCY:

What do I have to do to get them?

NELLY:

Just walk into any Family Planning Center and they will answer all your

questions. Go today. Go now. To your Family Planning Center.

When writing dialogue commercials, read your announcements over using
these checkpoints:
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I. Is the situation believable?
2. Can ~..,y target audience relate to the situation?
3. Are my characters interrelating or are they delivering soliloquies?
4. Is the language conversational?
A common mistake in the dialogue announcement is setting up a conversa

tion and then turning one of the characters into an announcer who delivers
all of the information. Keep the information coming naturally through the
conversation of the characters.

Humor
The ability to write humor is rare. Beware of humor. If the announcement

is meant to be humorous and isn't, it is not only ineffective but opens the
sponsoring agency to ridicule.

When you have an announcement which is intended to be humorous, test
it. Read it to people you work with. If it needs an explanation, then it prob
ably is not humorous. Once recorded, the commercial should be pretested by
playing it for several members of the target audience. If they do not find it
humorous, do not use the announcement.

The humor can come from the characterizations, the situation, the dialogue
or the use of humorous or exaggerated sound effects. Humor does not have to
be hilarious to b" effective; sometimes a smile is better than a guffaw.

Humor is frequently used to show the audience that the sponsor is human
and looks upon the audience as human. Sometimes we take our product or
service too seriously. This can make the target audience feel uncomfortable,
guilty, or inferior and so resist the message or the announcement. Following is
an example of the use of humor:

CLIENT: Public Health Center, Guatemala
PRODUCT :_.:.F.::;am:..:.:.:.:.i1.Ly..:.P..::la:..:;n:.:..:n..::in~g,-- _

LFNGTH:_6::..:0:...,:S::.:e;.::.c:..... _
TITLE:_·-:'S:.:..lo;:..:w.:..,:I.L..Y'_'_. _

PANCHO:

Ah, Jahuito, I hear that you are getting married!

JAIMITO:

Si, Pancho. I am getting married.

PANCHO:

And you will have children, Jairnito?

:..



RADIO SPOT ANNOUNCEMENTS

(GIGGLES) Si, Pancho.

Lots of children, Jaimito'!

JAIMITO:

PANCHO:

73

.:

JAIMITO:

(GIGGLES MORE) Si, Pancho, si.

PANCHO:

How many children, Jaimito? (COUNTS QUICKLY) One...two...

three...four...five...six...seven...

JAIMITO:

(FRANTIC) Pancho, Pancho...stop! !! Stop! ! !

PANCHO:

What is it, Jaimito?

JAIMITO:

Please, Pancho. Can't you count slowly...very slowly, please.

ANNOUNCER:

Today, it is possible to have children come slowly...Not one right after

the other. You and your wife can live together.. .love together...as much

as you wish and still say "Slowly" to the arrival of your children. This is called

Family Planning...Planning your family...PJanninr how many children you

will have and when they'will come. You can get free information about Fami

ly Planning at any Public Health Center. Look for a Public Health Center in
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tJle city or in a town ncar your village. Simply walk in and ask for free infor·

malion about Family Planning. Learn how easy it is to have as many or as few

children as y('U wish and still live together.. ;Iove together as much as you

wish. Your Public Health Center...where medical information and help is free

to all the people.

Using a popular personality or authority
A popular personality, usually a sports figure or entertainer who will be

recognized and respected by your target audience, will catch your listeners'
attention and hold their interest. Every target audience has its hero personal·
ities.

A movie star or popular singer will influence a large segment of the general
audience. A sports personality will have a positive influence on the fans of the
sport. For example, Wheaties, an American breakfast cereal, has as its cam·
paign "The Breakfast of Champions." What better selection for a spokesman
than Bruce Jenner who, in winning the Decathlon in the 1976 Olympic Games,
is the recognized world champion of champions? Fathers and mothers who
want their children to be champions hear Bruce Jenner proclaim that he cats
Wheaties for breakfast; they make the connection that this was instrumental
to his becoming a champion of champions and so buy the cereal for their
child. By the same reasoning, the child who hears the Bruce Jenner announce·
ment may persuade his mother to switch from her current choice to Wheaties
so that he or she can become a champion like Jenner.

Normally, personalities who have widespread popularity and acceptance
have to be approached through busiliess agents. TillS results in a high price for
their services. Yet, these same higjl.priced personalities arc often available at
no cost for a public service announcement if they arc sympathetic to the sub·
ject. Comedian Jerry Lewis each year has brought in millions of dollars to thc
MuJtipl~ Sclerosis Found~tion. Movie star John Wayne, after losing a lung to
cancer, made both radio and television announcements on behalf of the Can·
cer Foundation.

When selecting a personality, proceed with professional caution. Make surc
their voice, delivery, and personality will be suitable for your announcement.
Do not limit your consideration of personalities to only the most famous.
Once again, refer back to the audience, purpose, and content of the announce·
mcnt. If the audience is a local audience, you may want to use a local person
ality who will bc as effective as and less expcnsive than a nationally c$t:lbllshed
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personality. If the purpose of the announcement is to generate awareness of
your organization's name, the personality may have no connection with your
product or service and be used purely for the purpose of catching the atten·
tion of the listening audience. If your content is of a specialized nature, such
as agriculture, health, or nutrition, then you may want to use an authority
who is respected in his profession, even tho~gh he is relatively unknown out·
side that field. The use of the authority can be effective in an announcement
but be sure to edur.:ate your listener fimt so that the target audience is PUL

immediately into a position of knowing, accepting, and wanting to listen to
what the personality has to say.

Here are several examples of how to establish a relatively unknown author
ity quickly in the minds of the target audience:

ANNOUNCER: If you enjoy the taste of a good wine, here's Anton Fregeau,
a professional wine taster for twenty years, to tell you about
his favorite.

ANNOUNCER: If you enjoy the taste of a good wine, here's Anton Fregeau,
Chief Wine Steward of the famous "Le Minot Restaurant"
ofParis, France, to tell you about his favorite.

ANNOUNCER: If you thought California wines were not on a par with
French wines-just because they cost less-listen to what
French-bom nuclear scielltist Anton Fregeau has to say.

ANNOUNCER: If you thought California wines were not on a par with
French wines-just because they cost less-listen to what
Paris taxi driver Allton Fregeau has to say after tasting his
first California wine!

In the last example, we have created our own expert. Let's analyze what
this opening does. It immediately identifies and isolates the target audience;
namely, wine drinkers who are buying French wines in preference to Califor
nia wines. Note, too, that we tell the audience that California wines cost less.

Next, we introduce our "expert" Frenchman and taxi driver. Why taxi
driver? Because a taxi driver can be pictured easily by the listener. They can
~e him in Paris traffic. Further, as a Paris taxi driver, the audience can imago
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ine an independent man with his own strong opinions, yet someone who
would certainly lean heavily toward a French wine above any other.

Now then, when he says. and with the added reinforcement of a French
accent-

ANTON:

ANNOUNCER:
ANTON:

(FRENCH ACCENT) You are trying to fool me, no? Only
in f7rancc could this wine be produced. You say this wine
was grown and bottled in Cali- Cali--
California, Monsieur Fregeau.
(LAUGHING) Very good -very good. It is not French. but
what can 1say? Very good. Tres bon!

-we have our audience's interest held because they now want to hear his re
action. TIle use of the French accl:n t adds to the in terest and the credibility.

What is the purpose of the commercial? To destroy the French wine indus
try? To defend the California wine industry? To give a sudden and dramatic
increase to the sales of California wines? No. The purpose is simply to get wine
drinkers to try the California wine.

VI
The Content of Radio Announcements

No matter how much information the writer has collected it must be boiled
down to the most persuasive points. Even though much of the information
seems important, there is only so much one announcement can carry and still
be effective.

Begin with the single most important idea you want to communicate to
your audience. Then list the r~asons the target audience might have for accept
ing the idea you are presenting. Next, rate these reasons or benefits and try to
use no more than the three you have rated as most likely to influence your tar
get audience.

Trying to cram too much content into your radio announcement simply
lessens any persuasive capability the announcement might have had. The an
nouncer or characters are forced to talk fast in order to say everything. Talk·
ing a mile a minute is the equivalent of using fine print in an ad or brochure;
people do ndt take the time to read fine print. The faster an announcer speaks
the greater the chance your message will be lost.

Once your announcement is written, read it over to make sure that your
single, major idea comes through. It should be clear and understood by the
target audience. Check to see if your reasons Of ' ~.,cfits are clearly stated in
the announcement. Check to make certain that the product's or sponsor's name
is mentioned as often as possible without being offensive. If an address or
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phonc numbcr is part ofthc message, make certain that it is mentioned at least
twice.

VII
Making Radio Announcements Memorable

Thc mcssage will be memorable to the degree that thc listener is involved
in the commercial. A catchy musical jingle when played frequently will help
the listener remember your announccment. An unusual sound effect will also
help.

An effective way to involvc your target audience in your announcement is
to build a situation into which the target audience can project themselves.
Sound effects should be used to reinforce the mental picture. Following is an
announcement which strives for memorability.

This example is subtle but then it is not aimed at a general audience. The
target audience is teenage drug users who are more likely to interpret the
death as caused by an overdose. This is never stated in the announcement. The
target audience is involved in that they fiU in this element of the picture them·
selves.

CLl ENT :_..:.Y..::o~lI..:.:tlc:...l -=..:1n~t.::Jeg:>.:r.=.a.:.:ti.=.o:..:.n--::C:.::e:.:.n.:::te:..:.r __
PRODUCT:_-=U.=.se::,.:r,-,C::..:o;..:.n:..:.t;::.:ac:..:.t~s _
CODE N.O:_O:::..:Ic...;.6;J../.:....;77c...;.6:::..::0'-- _

LENGTH:_6~O~Se::.=c~s.:..lo(~R:.::.ec:::;o::..:.r.::.d::.:ed~) _
TIT LE:__..:::;D.=.er:.:.r.::.:el:...::'s:...:D~e:.;::a:..:.th::..'_' _

WRITER:_.:.:R.:.:ic""a;..:rd:.;:o'-V.:...c::,.:r..:.:n""'o:..:.n _

(SFX: WAIL or AMBULANCE SIREN FADING. SOUND OF

SMALL CROWD AND FOOTSTEPS.)

JOHN: (EXCITED)

What happencd? What's the mattcr? Was someone hurt? Oh, hi, Mark!

MARK:

Hi, John. Didn't you sec? It was terrible.
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JOHN:

-

See what? All I heard was the ambulance going away. What happened?

MARK:

I thought you knew. It was Derrel. They found his body. He'd been dead

for two days.

JOHN:

Was it. ..

MARK:

Yes.

JOHN:

Poor Derrel. But he wouldn't listen. He knew what h::ppened to (CUT

IN PIECE OF MUSIC BY JIMI HENDRIX,* CROSS FADE TO PIECE OF

"COSMIC BLUES" BY JANIS JOPLlN* AND FADE UNDER.)

MARK:

Well, John, it's not that easy to quit. I tried and almost lost all my friends.

They didn't like the idea of my quitting.

JOHN:

Some friends!! How about Derrel? He doesn't have any now.

ANNOUNCER: (MALE)

If you want to bea t drugs but are afraid of losing all your friends, contact

your Youth Integration Center. At the Youth Integration Center you'll find a

• Rock stnrs who died of drug overdoses.



RADIO SPOT ANNOUNCEMENTS 79

whole new group of friends who really care about you. The Youth Integration

Center. Visit us today. Let's be friends.

Notice how, in the last paragraph of the announcement, the sponsoring
agency and desired point of contact is mentioned three times. The announcer
asks directly for the desired action: "Visit us today." 1\ strong benefit is also
given: "... you11 find a whole new group of friends who really care about
you."

Memorability is difficult to achieve within an announcement. Major ad
vertisers rely upon repetition of the announcement for memorability and
effectiveness. When businessmen are introducing a new product or service,
they have a large enough budget to saturate th() airwaves with the new cam
paign. Communication for social development docs not usually have sizeable
budgets for buying air time. Nevertheless, careful buying of radio time can
often result in doubling the power of the budget that is available.

VIII
Buying Radio Time

Following are some considera tions to help make your radio budget go
farther.

1. Find out ifyou qualify as a lIot-for-profit organization. If you do, this
often results in substantial savings through special rates given by many sta
tions. In fact, check to see if the station offers free, public service time to
not-for-profit organizations.

2. Ask about discounts. Most radio stations offer discounts for volume
buys. Further, many stations offer "package plans" whereby a discount is
offere(~ when a mixed package of sixty-, thirty-, and ten·second announce
ments are purchased.

3. Study audience surveys. Consider all stations in your market on the
basis of the kind of audience they deliver, the size of audience, and whether
of not their audience wiJI be interested in your product or service.

4. Listen to and become familiar with all stations in your market. This
permits you to add your own judgement to the ratings and audience survey
material.

5. Give stations as much ad~'ance lIotice as possible on your schedules. This
puts you in an advantageous position in that you can have the station's best
availabilities and a better opportunity for discounts.

6. Encourage your staff and organization to listen for your spots on air.
This generates excitement and enthusiasm within your own organization for

L
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the campaign. It makes them a part of the total efiort. They in turn tell their
friends about the cam;Jaign. If possible, distribute information as to what
stations and approximate time periods the announcements will be aired.

7. Keep track of results. Try to tabulate increased response or action on a
weekly basis from the time your radio campaign begins. Try to analyze the
strong and weak elements of the campaign for future use. Take advantage of
all past experience as to type of announcements used, a station's actual
pulling power, time slots, programs used, and impact schedule. Use this infor
mation in planning your next campaign.

8. Plan the radio campaign 011 a long-range basis. This will show you, on
paper, that you have long-range continuity in your overall campaign and per
mits you to secure best availabilities from the stations you have selected.

IX
Broadcasting Radio Announcements

At several points in our presentation it has been mentioned that, in order
to be effective, spot announcements need to be repeated often and over a
prolonged period of time. But we must ask how often and over what period
of time?

When businessmen are introducing a new product, they saturate the air
waves with announcements and keep it up for weeks or even months. If they
do not get big results quickly, they lose money. Therefore, they spend money
lavishly on advertising.

Why must radio announcements be repeated? Repetition accomplishes
several important tasks:

I. Reaching the audience. At anyone time, only a small fraction of the
public is listening to a particular radio station. By repeating the announce
ment at various times of the day, on different days of the week, and over a
number of different radio stations, it is possible to reach more people.

2. Generating familiarity. At first hearing, a spot announcement will sound
bizarre or even "radical" to an audience. As they continue to hear the an·
nouncement day after day it gradually becomes more familiar. Attitudes
which may at first have been highly critical and somewhat negative can turn
neutral or even fully positive. This process of change may take weeks, months,
or even years to complete.

3. Creating saliency. Even though the audience may accept an announce·
ment as valid and may have a positive attitude toward the action it recom
mends, they may regard it as not very important; it has low saliency to them.
Prolonged repetition can gradually cause the topic to gain a higher priority in
their thinking. Instead of being something that is all right but unimportant,
the subject gradually becomes something which causes the listener to feel "I
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ought to do something about that" each time he hears it. Finally, a stage is
reached when he hears the message and thinks, "I will do something about
that today."

For all of these reasons it is necessary to repeat the announcement. The
frequency of repetition will depend upon the degree of urgency of the pro
gram, the :".le of the budget, and the response from the public. In general,
Cd most social development programs, it would be desirable:

(a) if 75 percent of all listeners heard the message at least twice per
week, and

(b) if every radio listener heard a particular message for a period of one to
three months. (If an announcement is heard bi-weekly for three
months, it will have been heard about twenty-five times. This is suf·
ficient to generate th~: familiarity and saliency needed.)

Radio spot al/nouncement~ "wear out. " After hearing the same announce
ment many times, the ability of radio listeners to "tunc out" commercials
sets in, and the listeners no longer hear the announcement even though it is
broadcast regularly. No matter how well :>roduced (attention-getting, allen
tioQ·holding, and persuasive) the announcemert may be, eventually it will
wear out and cease to have any affect. In fact, if continued too long it can
irritate the audience or have negativ~ results.

The solution. of course, is to pro~uce new announcements, with com
pletely different forma:, messages, and characters. If this is done, a renewed
cycle of attention sets in. After an approrriate period of rest, old announce·
ments can be repeated with success.

How long should a particular announcement be used before it wears out?
That depends upon the subjl;lct, the enle', '"lment value vl the announcement,
and the patier:~e of the audience. If the announcement is broadcast once a
day or more oiten, it probably should be challgeo after three months, and
given at least a six month rest before heing used again.

X
Conclusion

No matter how well·written Of well-produced your radio announcements
are, they will be ineffective unless they receive the proper exposure. The key
to effective expo~dre is to be broadcast over the correct station often enough
to assure that your target audience hears the spots several times. Airing l:n an
nouncement seven timzs in one day is better than airing it once a day for
seven days.

tn me", cities and towns you will have a choice of stations. Each station
programs differently in order to attract its own audience. The (,hoice of sta·
tions available to you may include:

:::

......



82 TilE USE or RADIO IN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

middle-of-the-road stations
news stations
country music stations
talk sta tions
progressive rock stations
classical stations
ethnic stations
sports stations
variety stations,

and many variations of the above. All stations in your market area should be
considered in terms of the kind of audience they deliver (age, income, family
size, etc.), the size of the audience, and whether or not this audience will be
interested in the product or service you arc selling.

The price you pay for commcrcial timc will vary from day to day depcnd
ing upon availabilities and many other considcrations. The bettcr you know
stations and station pcrsonncl, thc bettcr you will bc able to gct the most for
your budget. Careful planning of the writing, production, and timc buying
will assurc you of a successful radio campaign.
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Chapter Five

WRITING AND PRODUCING RADIO DRAMAS

Martin Maloney

If you want to get the attention of a large, mixed audience in almost any
country in the wr rId, the radio play is an effective vehicle for you to use.
Radio drama combines the two ancient Haditions of theater and storytelling,
which are as immediately recognizable and understandable in Ghana and Sri
Lanka as in Peru and France. Theater in all nations is rooted in ancient ritual
and religious faith. Storytelling is a pleasurable and powerful technique for
expressing in the most human terms the beliefs and values, the hopes and
fears of an entire culture. Both theater and storytelling antedate by thous:l.'1ds
of years such recent communication media as print, radio, television, and filII'.
Each of the new media has gained power and meaning by absorbing these
ancient forms. Television, to cite one example, would lose much of its attrac·
tiveness if it could not perform the functions of storyteller and dramalist in
an industrial society.

Characteristics of drama
Drama takes on many forms at various times, in different cultures. In

countries where the cultural influence of ancient Greece is strong, drama and,
to some extent, narrative fiction have followed the patterns described in the
Poetics of Aristotle. Drama and storytelling in the popular (as distinguished
from "literary" or "scrious") media are still strongly Aristotelian in psychol·
ogy and structure; so Widely have films, video tapes, and the like utilized the

. pattern that we may safely usc it as the basis for our present discussion.
The typical plot of a popular play or st,:;ry, then, will have some or all of

the following characteristics:
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(a) It tells the story of one person, and concentrates specifically on a
highly emotionalized problem which affects that person. Other char
acters who appear in the story may have problems of their own, but
they are always subordinated to that of the leading character.

(b) The story thus becomes a kind of biography of a !,roblem, from the
moment when it begins to trouble the leading c.'aracter acutely,
through his or her efforts to deal with it, to the jJoint where it is,
either temporarily or permanently, resolved.

(c) The resolution of thc problcm, whether happy or not, must occur
because of the decisions and actions of the leading character. The
central problem of a story should never be solved by chance, or by
divine intervention, or by any other force extraneous to the leading
character.

(0) The structure of the story should be climactic-that is, the problem
presen ted to the leading character, in spite of all his efforts, must
become more acutc and intolerable as the story mounts to its climax.
At the point where the problem j~ finally resolved there is, of course,
a falling-off of the action and a relaxation of the tensions which 'he
story has generated.

(e) In saying that a plot is the biography of a problem from beginning to
end, we have of course said that it must have a unity ofaction.

(f) Stories which also have a unity of place are generally more effective.
Either psychologically or literally, a story should be kept in one
setting.

(g) Similarly, strong stories are usually characterized by a unity of time.
Generally speaking, a half·hour radio script which covers twenty
years in the lives of its characters will be less effective than one which
covers the events of a single day.

Of course, not all plays and stories exhibit this pattern preciEd}'; the above
statement is offered simply as a set of guidelines for c.1eveloping story plots.

The basic psychological process involved in experiencing a play is said to
:'e as follows: the person in the audience identifies with the leading character,
and thus is able to live vicariously through his actions as they are d':lpicted on
the stage. At one remove, so to speak, he experiences the leauing character's
problem and recognizes it for his own. He feels the tensions which develop
in the dramatic situation and, with the hero or heroine, tries to relax them by
solving the problem. His excitement builds to a peak at the climax of the
story; then he relaxes a:; the solution is revealed, experiencing what Aristotle
called a catharsis, or cleansing of the emotions.

The person in the audience thus extends his own life experience. He feels
excitement, a sense of danger, a sense of comedy or tragedy. He feels despair
in 1 protected situation, always knowing that the end of the play will see the

I
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solution of all difficulties, and that he will be able to return to his real life all
the better for having lived through the imitated life of another.

It is this special kind of extended experience which the playwright and the
storyteller offer us. So valuable and even necessary to human life has this ex
perience proved that the play and the story are among the oldest of art forms.

Characteristics of radio
Radio, like any other channel or medium of communication, can be

thought of as a language, and ~tudied in much the same wa~1 that one studies
Spanish or Japanese. Radio has i!s own vocabulary of signs, its own way of
putting these signs togethe r, its own limita tions in handling in formation, its
own special quality.

Actually, radio employs three separate languages which are mutually sup
porting-the languages of sound effects, music, and speech. In addition, it uses
devices such as the echo chamber, which modify the meanings of its signs.
In general, however, the most important thing to remember about radio is
that it works through sound alone; any sound which can be used to convey
a meaning can be used in radio, but the information that we normally get
through seeing, tasting, tuuching-all other sensory informatiun--must be
conveyed through sound or not at all. I-low can you, for example, convey the
fact that a character in a radio play has a badly scarred, terrifying face? Per
haps by the way in which other characters react to him, though ideally he
should sound and behave like a man who must live with such a face. One thing
is certain: on radio, you cannot show his scars.

Radio drama is, as has often been pointed out, a "theater of the imagina
tion." A good radio script works largely by suggestion rather than direct state
ment: it must give the listener exactly those cues he needs to imagine for him·
self the whole sensory world of the play. The fact that radio can do this when
expertly used makes it perhaps an excellent medium for poetry, for fantasy,
and for nights of the imagination.

The format of the radio script
This is a good point to show you a sample page from a radio script. There

are of course variations on radio script forma t which depend all local custom,
but this format is a common and practicable one.

MUSIC: HEAVY, DRAMATIC THEME: UP AND FADE FOR ...

NARRATOR: There's 110t much traffic on the road tonight. The only light
to be seen blinks helplessly from the window of an all-night
hamburger joint. .. blinks, and is reflected in the wet pave·
ment, and is lost.
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SOUND: SNEAK UP THUNDER STORM AND HOLD BEHIND ...

NARRATOR: Inside the diner, the COU"1ter boy takes an occasional nap,
wipes the counter clean a dozen times, listens to the thun·
der rattling the roof over his head.

SOUND: THE BOY IS WHISTLING, UNDER ...

NARRATOR: Occasioilally he whistles, just to keep himself company.

SOUND: WHISTLING IN CLOSE, MOTORCYCLE FADES IN AND
STOPS STILL OFF MIKE.

NARRATOR: Then a motorcycle roars out of the night, wheels to the
door of the diner and stops. A state highway patrolman dis
mounts, and stops in for a midnight snack.

SOUND: DOOR OPENS AND SHUTS: WHISTLING STOPS.

BOY: Hi ya, Charlie! Didn't know whether you'd be along tonight
or not.

CHARLIE: (STAMPS AND PUFFS NOISILY. FADE IN.) Whooo-oo!
If I had any sense at all, I'd a been here two hours ago.

Please note that:
(a) Only spoken lines, dialogue, and narration are set in lower case type.

Everything else is set in capitals. The reason for this practice is to
make a sharp distinction between the actors' lines and all other ele
ments of the script. Notice, too, that the lines are spaced so as to keep
sound cues, music cues, and actors'lines clearly differentiated.

(b) Names of characters, as well as such designations as "Narrator" and
"Announcer," are set in capitals in the left-hand margin.

(c) Directions to actors-for example, "Fade in" or "Angrily"-are set in
capitals, placed in parentheses, and inserted at the appropriate place

in the speech. The same usage is correct for special production effects,
such as "Echo" or "Filter."

(d) Sound cues are set in capitals. The word "Sound" is placed in the left·
hand margin. A description of the cue, also in capitals, is placed oppo
site the word "Sound." The entire cue is then underlined. The same
practice is followed in writing music cues.

(e) The whole script should be double-spaced.
(f) The script should include no directions or explanations or descriptions

ofscenes or characters which cannot be expressed in the above format.
A ~\Cript which requires explanations or footnotes is not producible.
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nle languages of radio
Dialogue is primarily a language of action; it is used to suggest what is

happening "now" in the scene. Since, like all language, it has affective over
ton~s, it also conveys the characters' feelings about themselves, about each
other, and about the action.

Dialogue is secondarily a language of exposition. That is to say, dialogue
can be used to convey background information to the listener, which is pre·
sumably necessary if he is to understand what is happening. It is easy to over·
use expository dialogue, to explain more than the listener needs tC' know.
Exposition has the effect of stopping the action of the scene: too much of it
will give a stilted, static effect.

Na"atioll is borrowed from the tradition of storytelling. It is the most flex
ible and useful of all the languages available to the radio writer, but it must be
used with some caution. It is easier to write a narrative version of a scene than
a dramatic one, easier to describe a place than to suggest its nature indio
rectly, easier to }landle exposition in narrative, and clumsier to do it in dia·
logue. For these reasons, amateur writers sometimes use a narrative when a
dramatized scene would be more effective. In writing radio s..:ripts, as in writ·
ing anything else, it is generally more effective to do things the hard way.

Narration has one technical limitation: a long speech spoken by one per
son will almost necessarily be slower in pace thall an equivalent dialogue
scene. Sometimes this slow pacing is appropriate to~he idea being presented,
but often it is not. Part of the pacing problem lies in the fact that a long
speech is difficult for an actor to sustain on the air. Unlike the stage or mm
actor, he cannot use gesture, facial expression, or stage business to break up
and reinforce a long speech: he has only his voice to rely on. Very often,
where narrative is extensively used in a radio script, it will be backed and in
turrupted by music, to give the actor something to play against.

Sound effects. Sound effects constitute primarily a language of action, but
they can also be used descriptively. Sound is a somewhat limited and inflex
ible language-it can talk only about those actions and movements which
make noises that are fairly identifiable in context-and is generally used to
supplement dialogue or narration.

Sound effects are used to suggest:
I. Action or movement within a scene. Footsteps, a closing door, the click

of a typewriter are examples.
2. Atmosphere, or feeling about action. A door sound effect simply de

notes a movement; a door opens or closes. A creaking door denotes the same
movement, but also says something about the setting and conveys a connota
tion" of mystery and suspense.

3. The nature of a scene. One way of setting a scene in radio without de·
scribing it verbally is to characterize it in terms of background sound. A scene
set on a street in Paris can be suggested by a background of crowd noises,



88 TIlE USE OF RADIO IN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

•

honkin~ taxis, and so on. A scene set in a plane in flight, or in a moving car,
can be created with little more than sounds of jet engincs, or of an auto
mobile engine and traffic.

Background sound effects arc usually established at the beginning of a
scene, then faded to a low level or completely out, and reestablished eithcr at
the end of the scene or at some point where the listener needs to be rcminded
of the s.. ~dng.

Here are some suggestions for writing sound cues:
1. Make sure that the cue caBs for a sound that can actually be made in a

studio or is available from a sound effects record or tape. Some beginning
writers tend to write stage directions as sound cues. Such cues as "SOUND:
HE SHRUGS IRRITABLY AND TURNS TOWARD THE DOOR" or
"SOUND: THE ENVELOPE FALLS UNNOTICED TO THE FLOOR" ob
viously cannot be produced.

2. Make sure that the sound is identifiable to the listener. "SOUND: THE
BUZZ OF A HIGH-SPEED DRI LL" is a perfectly producible sound, but it
will probably be understood only if you havc prepared the listener through
prcvious di,,!ogue or action to identify it. Some sounds-footsteps, gunshots,
and a few others-may be identit1able even out of context, but in general you
should be careful to give the listener enough preparation so that he will iden
tify the cue correctly.

3. How many sound cues you can write into a script, and how many you
can use in quick sequence depends on your production facility. If you ar~

depending on manually-produced sound effects, sound must be used sparingly
and cues must be weB separated-unless, of course, you have several sound
men and microphones. If you are using sound effects recorded on discs, you
will be limited by the number of turntables available for sound. If you can
prerecord your sound cues on cartridge tapes, the number of effects that you
can use is virtually unlimited.

In the main, however, sound should not be overused. Its function is to
suggest action, movement, and feeling, not to flood the listener with informa
tion.

Music. Music in radio drama performs much the same functions that music
once performed in the theater; overture, entr'acte music, and recessional
music. These functions are essentially grammatical in nature; music prepares
for and leads into a scene, bridges from one scene to the next, and pays off an
action.

In radio, as a rule, tlte most common use of music is to provide a bridge or
transition between scenes. Occasionally it may be used as a sound effect: a
scene is set in a concert hall, for example, and we hear the low murmurs of
the audience in an acoustical setting which suggests space, we hear the musi
cians tuning their instruments; then there is the rap of the conductor's baton
on the podium, and the house is stilled as the orchestra begins to play.
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In addition to all this, music is a language of effect, so that its secondary
II... ,;tion in radio drama is always to suggest or heighten feelings.

Here arc some suggestions for writing music cues:
1. A music cue may show simply the function it is supposed to have,

"MUSIC: BRIDGE" or "MUSIC: PAY-OFF" are examples.
2. It may also indicate the meaning which the music is supposed to can·

vey-for example, "MUSIC: A LIGHT COMIC THEME" or "MUSIC:
MYSTERIOSO."

3. Sometimes a cue should indicate where it comes in and at what level,
and/or where it goes out and at what level. For example, "MUSIC: SNEAK
BEHIND, THEN HOLD FOR TRANSITION" or "MUS~C: UP FULL,
THEN SNEAK UNDER AND OUT AT ·X'." In the latter case, the point at
which the music goes out is indicated by putting an X in parentheses, (X). at
the proper point.

4. You may also wish, on occasion, to write a cue which calls ror a specific
segment of a musical composition; for example, "MUSIC: THE OPENING
CHORDS 0.: THE RACHMANINOFF PIANO CONCERTO."

5. A "stinger" Ct.. h,:; a special sort of usefulness. It is a sharply struck
chord o!' note which i~ Jscd at the end of a speech as an audible exclama·
tion point. Its purpose is to underline the dramatic significance of the line it
follows. It is sometimes used to cap the tag line of a scene.

6. Music is. also used, on occasion, to "back" long speeches, usually narra·
tive speeches. A music "backing" or "bed" helps the actor to sustain the
speech, or heightens its emotional effect, or both.

Special production devices. These are techniques used to distort the quality
of any sound called for in the script-voice, music, or sound effects. The two
most useful devices are the echo, or reverberation, chamber and the filter.

Most studio consoles are equipped to add liveliness, or reverberation, to any
sound element; ranging from a slight liveliness to a prolonged echo. The pri.
mary purpose of the echo is to suggest space: a scene set in an empty ware·
house, or in any spacious environment, would probably be played on echo.
In fantasy, a voice with heavy echo automatically becomes the voice of a
giant.

The filter is an electronic device which i:; used to filter out any range of
frequencies from a s:lund, thus producing an odd, distorted effect. The
original purpose of the filter was to differentiate between two vokl" in a
telephone conversation, the filtered voice being the distant one. The effect of
a record being played on an old record player can be achieved through the use
of a filter. The general effzct of the filter is to givc a fceling of distance, cither
psychological or real.

Somewhat less frequently·used devices are the dead booth and the
Sonovox. A "dead booth" is literally what the name suggests, a booth rather
like a telephone booth which is acoustically dead and which contains a micro-
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phone. The effect of the dead booth is to create a kind of claustrophobic
state, a sense of being in a very small, confined space. The Sonovox is a device
which creates the illusion of nonhuman things talking: the hum of a bee, on
record, is played into the actor's throat so that by moving his lips he is able
to articulate the sound. The result is a talking bee.

The above discussion of the languages of radio is perhaps adequate as a
brief and unadorned description of the elemeJts which go into a radio script,
but it will not enlighten you much unless you also listen to as much radio
drama as you can and read as many scripts as you can. To indicate some of
the points you might look for in examining scripts, we ::dd here some brief
examples.

The following passage is from a radio biography of John Milton.

MILTON:

SOUND:

HACKIE:

BAILEY:

SOUND:

HACKIE:

SOUND:

HACKIE:

SOUND:

MILTON SR.:

I will now mention who and whence I am. I, John Milton,
was born in London, of a good family-rr.' r"ther, a very
honorable man. Our house was at the Sigl the Spread
Eagle in Bred Street, Cheapside. (FADE) fvJany important
men came to converse with my father at our house.

FADE UP NOISES OF A BUSY LONDON STREET ...
GABllLE OF MARKET WOMEN ... CRIES OF HUCK·
STERS ... CLATTER OF CARRIAGES AND HORSES'
HOOVES. FOCUS ON ONE CARRIAGE WHICH SLOWS

WITH CRIES OF "WHOA. YOU" AND STOPS. HACKIE

DISMOUNTS WITH A GRUNT.

'Ere y'are, sir. John Milton, scrivener, sign of the Spread
Eagle. That'll be two bob, guv'nor.

Here you are.

CLINK OF COIN.

Thankee, guv'nor. Thankee kindly.

CRACK OF WHIP.

Huddup there!

HORSE STARTS UP AND THE COACH CLATTERS
AWAY. DOOR OPEN AND TINKLE OF BELL. DOOR

SHUT AND STREET NOISES OUT.

(FADE IN) Well, James Bailey, it's been a long time since
I've seen you.
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BAILEY: It has, John, it has. I've been in Dorset, looking over some
property. I want you to draw up a deed for me on a piece
of land. .

MILTON SR.: Yes, yes, James-but surely business can wait. Come back
into the parlor and let us talk. Sarah wiIJ want to see you,
and I've a wine I'd like your word for.

BAILEY: (LAUGHS) Flattery, John! You know I've no sense of
taste-but I would like to see your good wife.

Technically, this scene is well handled. Notice that the openlllg narration,
as is often the case, fades into the scene. The elaborate opening sound cue is
correctly written, although in practice a director might choose to use fewer
sound elements to set the scene. There is one lapse in visualizing the scene.
Observe that the hackie dismounts from his perch on the carriage to help his
passenger down and collect his money, but he never renlounts the carriage.
Suddenly he is up, cracks his whip, and goes. The author obviously decided
not to take time to fill in this detail.

From a dramatic point of view, the scene-the opening scene in the play
is rather dangerous. It is alt scene setting and introd uction of characters, all
exposition. Nothing really ha ppens in a drama tic sense, and there is not even
an indication as far as the excerpt is concerned that anything is going to
happen. The problem fer tile author to solve is how long an audience will
continue to listen to descriptions and background information. The answer,
in most cases, is-not very long.

The following is from a radio script of the late 1940s; the episode deals
with an American Air Force bomber in a raid over Belgrade:

SOUND:

COPILOT:
ROGERS:
COPILOT:

ROGERS:

SOUND:

ROGERS:
COPILOT:

SOUND:

BOMBER'S MOTORS: HEAVY FLAK IN DISTANCE.

Belgrade ahead.
Yeah ... right behind that elegant curtain of flak.
Sometimes I'd like to fly over a town where they didn't
shoot at you.
You'd probably forget and drop an egg on it. Hold onto
your hats, boys, here we go!

FLAK UP HOT AND HEAVY.

Boy, this one is rugged.
I'll be comhin' this stuff outa my hair for a week ... like
cinders.

LOUD EXPLOSION: MOTORS FALTER AND BEGIN TO
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COPILOT:
ROGERS:

COPILOT:
ROGERS:
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Hey, Bill! You all right'! You stop one'l
(SOME PAIN AND SHOCK.) Yeah yeah. Guess ... 1
can manage though. The plane, though .
Hit pretty bad.
(CHECKING) Controls gone ... automatic pilot gone. We'll
have to bailout. (PAUSE) Pilot to crew. Pilot to crew. That
last one knocked out the controls. Dail out. Bail out.

=--

:::.;So::.;U::..:Nc:..::D::..::__--=B;.A.:.:.::IL~O.:::.U.:....T_=Br~LL: TELEPHONE·L1KE RING ... ONE
LONG, SEVERAL SHORT.

In contrast to the secnr. from the Milton script, this is primarily a drama·
ti111tion of action. The only true exposition occurs in the line "Delgrade
ahead." Notice how sound effects and dialogue work in counterpoint. The
dialogue tells what is ha ppening, and is reinforced and made more realistic by
the sound.

If this scene were to occur in a film, most of the dialogue would be
unnecessary; the visuals and sounds would carry the story almost alone. But
in radio, as we have noted, the visual action must be suggested to the listener's
imagination-in this case, by a combination of dialogue and sound.

Characterization and plot i!l radio drama
Good story material lor radio should have these characteristics:
I. It must be capa~le of being presented effectively in dramatic form.

There arc many great stories in world literature which do not adapt wcIl to
drama in any medium. Edgar Allan Poe's short stories, because they deal so
heavily in the nightmares and haIl ucinations of the narra tor, arc good exam·
pies. Good dramatic ma tcrial deals in dialogue and action ra ther than in
introspective insi~hts in to character or elaborate descriptions of settings.
Remember that drama always shows us humall beings interacting. Dramatic
plot material must constantly raise and answer such questions as, "What did
he do then?" and "What happened next?"

2. It must be capable of being presented through sound alone. The mime
sketches of Marcel Marceau could not be handled, even in part, on radio.
Motion pictures, especially the early silent films, arc primarily visual: to try
to adapt them for radio wou:d me..ln <lestroying the m,3t effective film
sequences in them. The radio play requires', story line whici. can be drama·
tized in sound effects and di:-:ogt::;.

3. The story line of a radi'J play mUSt be "oth simple and strong. Strong,
because the strength of drama is.;. a sequ~nce of connected actions which
leads to a conclusion. Simple, !:If'(&use :ll·.~L radio plays-like many traditional
tales-arc relatively short and becau~e tb::r must appeal to a great variety of
people.

Jl'i
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4, A good story for radio should require a rather small cast of characters,
with well·balanced and distinguishable voices, There arc two reasons for this:
a small cast of carefully selected actors makes for dramatic unity, and, more
important, in radio, characters must be identified by the sound of their
voices. A small group of easily-recognizable voices is the ideal in radio drama.

Voices differ by reason of age, sex, state of health, education (to some
extent), dialect, and an assortment of speech eccentricities. Avoid, if you can,
trying to dramatize a story in which the characters are, for instance, all young
men of similar background. On the other hand, you should also avoid the
practice of making all of your characters extremely eccentric in their speech
habits. Radio writers have long realized that a family provides an almost ideal
cast of characters for radio; the individuals are naturally balanced both by
age and sex.

Characterization in radio drama. We are interested in dramatic and fictional
characters for the same reason that we are interested in real people: because
we wonder what they will do next. This is the whole crux ofour dealings with
other human beings; we must be able to predict how they will react to any
given set of circumstancl' If we could not make such predictions, and have
thcm turn out to be correct OIOSt of the time, we would not dare to associate
with others. The most unsettling and frightening feeling one human being can
have about another is the sense that the other is unpredictable-when what
comes next might be either a gesture of kindr..:ss and generosity, or a brutal
and vicious assault. We make these predictions by attributing tr.·?tives to
others, as well as to ourselves. "She is always friendly," we say, or, "He is a
coward." Then we assume that since he is cowardly, he will behave in a pre·
dictable fashion when threa tened.

The liroblem is that "motives," as we define the term, are internaIi7.cd:
they arc something that goes on inside people, and so cannot be examined
directly. We can only "know" the motives of another by inference. One per
son has "shifty eyes," and we therefore infer that he is dishonest. Another
speaks hesitantly, fumbling for words, and we infer that he is unsure of
himself and in a crisis will be unable to decide what to do.

Our interest in characters in fiction and drama is of precisely the same
order. The difference is that we do not have to deal personally with these
characters; we arc content to observe them, sympathize with them, identify
with them as they deal with each other. The key questions that stories
raise for us are: "How will he act in this situation?" and "What will happen
then?"

The one great difference between fictitious characters and people is that
the characters arc highly simplified. A real person has thousands of "motiva·
tions," weak and strong, working intermittently or continuously, A fictitious
character is given one or, at the most, two very powerful motives: every sig·
nificant action and decision in his life derives frum one or the other of these
motives, The conflict of the play itself arises out of them.



Just as the motives of the dramatic character arc simplified, so arc the
external, observable characteristics from which we infer thelll. In radio, this
means soU/u/ characteristics. Suppose that you wish to create, in a radio play,
the character of a woman who is chronically suspicious of evclryone, Ilow can
you indicate, through sound alone, what she is like'! Docs such II person have
a special style of speaking, a peculiar cadence to her words? Is there anything
that might be revealing about her choice of words'! Or is her basic character
revealed in what she says'! Or in the reactions of others to her? However you
answer thes!.' questions, relllember two things: first, you do not need many
characteristics to create the illusion of a real person-one or two will be
enough; second, whatever characteri~lics you choose must lend themselves to
effective expression in sound.

Here arc some simple examples:
Character: a man of boundless, uncontrollable energy. Characteristic: he

never speaks in complete sentences-his ideas seem to run ahead of his
tongue-he almost stutters in his eagerness to get things said.

Character: a woman who is a social climber. Characterislic: her manners
and conversation are' carefully studied and self·conscious-·she sometimes
makes mistakes in her anxiety to be acceptable in a role which is foreign to
her.

Character: a savage, violent man. Characteristic: his language and voice arc
totally nat, cold, and emotionless-he is indifferent to those around him-he
seems to have no human reactions at all.

Story structure ill radio drama. We have already described a plot as the
biography of a problem affecting one human being, from thl: point where the
problem becomes acute to the point where it is finally resolved. The won.!
"problem" may be translated here as "conflict," or as a disturbance or dis·
sonance in the life of the leading character.

Textbooks r,', pJ~tting conventionally say that there arc three types of
story conflict: 0,'1(; dgp,inst man; man against nature, fale, or the environment;
or 'man agai:1~! himself. These categories arc useful, particltlarly if we add a
fourth to the list: a combination of man against himself with one or both of
the other two.

The "man against man" conflict is frequently used in melodrama, especial
ly in thrillers. Ian Fleming's James Bonu, the British sl:per-spy, is always
pitted against a terrifyi'lg and super-human villain: the sinister Dr. No, or
Mr. Big, or the psychotic Donovan Grant. The plot of the stories is always the
same, and indeed is little more than a modern version of ancient epic tales of
great heroes who confront monstrous opponents. The villainous Dr. No has
set in motion a complicated scheme to wreck the British Commonwealth, or
to wring a huge fortune out of the governments of the world, or even to
achieve world domination. Some aspect of this scheme comes to the attention
)1' British Intelligence and Bond is assigned to the case. He is imlllediately
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subjected to a series (If threats to his life, but hI' survives them all and eventu·
ally confronts the villain and destroys him.

Although this story formula is usually worked out in terms of melodra·
matic physical action, it has many other possibilities. The epic h~ro's skills
are usually physical ones, and the confrontation meims a fight to the death;
but suppose that we have a heroine confronting a male villain, and that the
issue is psychological dominance rather than physical superl;;rity; or suppose
that the leading character is an ordinary, unheroic person thrust into the role
of epic hero; or suppose that the issue of the confrontation depends on intel
lectual skills-those involved in playing chess, for instance. A considerable
range oj stories-comic and tragic as well as melodramatic-could be dl:veloped
from this formula.

The "man against nature" pattern often results in adventure stories and,
again, the plotting process is simple. Books and films have dramatized the
conseq'~ences of a recent plane crash high in the Andes, where the survivors
of the c: Jsh resorted to cannibalism in order to live. A number of early epi
sodes in the hi'.itory of flying-lindbergh's solo flight from New York to
Paris in 1927, for example-fall naturally into this pat:ern. C. S. Forester in
his novels about the British naval officer Horatio Hornblower. and in such
books as Rifleman Dodd and The Gun, took a military man as his hero. pitted
him against the most impossible obstacles that the environments of land,
sea, and war could proY-de, and showcd how his hero-if daring and skillful
and dctermined enoug~ -might triumph.

But like the "man against man" theme, the story which places man against
the environment is c:<pable of many interesting variations. We are all well
acquainted, by oxperience, with what bls been called "the recalcitrance of
things." We all understand the principle wh:ch was once phrased as Murphy's
Law, which says that "if anything can go wrong,it will." The weather deceives
us, crop!> i'ail, machines that were supposed to help us break down. As a re
sult, we delight in stories which tell us that, given courage, skill, and ingenui
ty, a human being can triumph over the universe of things: he can create
order in a sea of chaos. The situations in which human beings struggle with
the environment need not be the great ones provided by war and other f0rw.s
of catastrophe; they may be as simple as everyday life. Defoe's Robinson
Ousoe has been read and reread for over 250 years because it dramatizes the
triumph of a man over his en\;ronmenl.

Tile "man against !Umself' story is undoubtedly the most complex and
interesting of the thflle. ,V,: ilavc already explained that a fictional or dramatic
character is shown tl'> have one or two motives which account for all of his
major actions in tlte story. The leading character in the "man against himseJr'
story must have very s~rong motives: his problem, in the story, is that he is
divided against himself.

Let liS suppose that we are developing a story in which the leading charac
ter is a man who works for, and is deeply ioyal to, a powerful political leader.
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The hero and the politician have been friends since boyhood; the politician
has done m3ny favors for the hero, has even saved his life on one occasion,
and in return the hero has devoted his entire life to his friend's career. So far
in our story we have two characters and a relationship, but nothing has hap
pened: but now the hero, a man in his mid-forties, faUs deeply and passionate
ly in love for the first time. At this point we can begin to anticipate the nature
of the story, reali7jng that the hero will not find room in his life both for his
new love and his total devotion to his friend.

To develop the story, tile writer must imagine a situation in which these
two strong motives are brought hato opposition, in which the hero must
choose between love and friendship. He does make the choice, but in doing so
docs not resolve the conflict, and in consequence he finds himself in an even
more difficult situation. Developed further, the story deals with this conflict
and how it is finally resolved. It becomes, as we have said, the biography of a
problem.

We mentioned, above, a fourth type of story which combines two or more
of the original three. When this is done, the "man against himself' theme be
comes the' center of interest, w!th the struggle against the environment or a
human opponent providing a dramatic context. In one of Victor Hugo's
novels, there is a scene set aboard a French man-of-war in Napoleonic times.
The ship is caught up in a great storm at sea and, in spite 'Jf the best efforts of
captain and crew, is in immediate danger of sinking. At the height of the
storm one of the ship's guns bursts from its lashings, and its twenty tons of
metal go careening and crashing from side to side of the wooden ship. This
exciting and tense scene uses the simple "man against nature" story line. By
contrast, all American novel, Herman Wouk's The Caine Mutiny, in its climac
tic scene puts the World War 1/ minesweeper Caine in the very eye of a Pacific
typhoon. No ship, we are told, has ever been in this predicament before and
survived. However, this is not the crux of the scene, for we have been led to
believe that Captain Queeg, the commanding officer of the Caine, is a coward
and possibly psychotic. He seems to be on the verge of a breakdown under
the terrible pressures of responsibility for his ship during a deadly storm.
His young executive officer faces the choice of forcibly relieving Queeg of
duty, and facing the possibility of a court martial, or of allowing him to
remain in command, with possibly disastrous results to the ship and crew.
This sequence is, in fact, far more powerful and moving than the Victor Hugo
scene, simply because it concentrates on human beings under extreme stress
rather than on the threat of the storm alone.

Popular drama and storytelling in any of the mass media usually can be
classified as belonging to one or another genre: the detective story, the
Western, science fi~tion, fantasy, sittmtion comedy, and so on. Each of these
genres has its own formula-or group of related formulas-for story plotting.
The detective story, for example, is in essence a chase in which the detective
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must identify and capture the fleeing criminal. The science fiction story, like
all fantasy, is usl.mlly plotted on a "What if ... ?" basis: "What would happen
if someone developerl a cheap and efficient method for filtering out air poIlu
13nts and converting them into the nectar and ambrosia of ancient Greek
legend?" The serial drama, or soap opera, deals in a continumg series of do
mestic crises affecting a family, or several neighborhood families, or the staff
of a hospital-crises which are met, usually, by applications of the mo~[ con
ventional popular morality and psychology.

Anyone who wishes to use radio drama for purposes of persuasion and
teaching should make a close study of the dramatic genres tha t are currently
popular in his locality. People do not resOi t to radio in order to be taught
something disturbing or to be persuaded to some new, unknown course of
action. They expect rather to be entertained, or to have their present beliefs
cunfirmed, or to be giv.:n information which they believe will have practical
value for them. Genre fiction and drama offer entertainment and confirma
tion of the way things are. It is not always easy to combine them with new
information or a persuasive appeal, but the effort to do so is decidedly worth
while.

Radio drama as a persulIsive medium. The obvious approach to combining
drama with persuasion is to write a frankly propagandistic play. Assuming
that you wish to promote acceptance of family planning, you might develop
a story about a rather conventional woman whose whole upbringing has
taught her that a woman's only proper role is that of a wife and mother, and
that she can find emotional satisfaction chiefly in the love of her f&mily. But
once married and having had a child or two, she is forced to recognize the
realities of family life: the economic problems, health problems, psychological
problems which come with a large family. There arc two difficultip.s built into
this sort of approach. First, the story is c1eariy a propaganda story, and the
propaganda runs counter to current beliefs in many parts of the world.
Second, the story is not capable of many variations: the leading character can
be a man instead of a woman, and the specific settings and problems can be
changed, but the essential story line would still remain intact. This is not
necessarily a drawback. The great myths of the world have been told and re
told for millennia in quite recognizable form, but the great myths express
concepts and beliefs of profound significance to human beings, whicr must
be repeated. The question is whether the story that yn have devised will
seem important to listeners in the same way. On the other hand, of course,
the obvious propaganda play does dramatize the problem and point to solu
tions in a most direct and forceful way.

Following are some general suggestions for integrating propaganda themes
with radio drama:

1. Make a study of the kinds of radio plays which are most popular in
your community. Try to discover why they are popular. Imitate the popular
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successes as closely as you can without infringing on authors' and producers'
rights. There is no rea50n why you should not build on success rather than
offering something unfamiliar to your audiences.

2. Study the genre plays which arc done on radio, and use their formulas
wherever you can. Serials ure particularly adaptable to your purposes, since
they deal-ostensibly at least-in everyday problems. However, a detective
story might be made to say something useful about the desirability of small
families, and a science fiction piece could certainly provide some information
about agricultural methods or community hygiene.

3. If you have the time (l nd facilities, think in terms of a series of programs
rather than one play. Important icl.~as-especiallyif they are new and unfamili
ar-need to be repeated over and over, and a series gives you the opportunity
for repetition.

4. Associate your ideas ~'.'ith attractive and interesting series characters.
Glillsmoke remained on the air as a radio and television program for more
than twenty years: one strong element in its success was the popularity of
Marshall Dillon, Miss Kitty, Chester, and Doc, who became "real" friends to
millions of per-pic. The psychological power of such characters is enormous;
that is why American advertisers usc them when they can in commercials.
You might do well to follow the advertisers' example; if you can create popu
lar series characters, make them mouthpieces of your ideas.

5. Do not tty for conl;>lete originality in your stories. Instead, study and
use the folk tales, the trarlitional stories that are current in your commllnity.
Your audiences will probably respond best to the old stories in up·to·datc
variations.

Scene stnlctllre. All forms of creative work have structure-that is, they
are made up of units which arc put together in a certain way. Units also have
tlleir own internal structure. A play is made up of scenes and acts. A novel is
made up of sentences, paragraphs, a~'i chapters. A fUm is made up of shots. A
.adio play is made up of scenes, though not exactly in the same sense tha t a
play is.

Thr. way in which these structural elements are contrived and put together
determines the pace and tension, the "feel" of the entire play. Working with
scene structure is a rather advanced technique in dramatic writing, and tf'~

beginner should probably rely on intuition to tell him if his script will play
and feel right. Nevertheless, we shall outlirte some of the considerations re
lating to scene structure here.

I. Defining the scene in radio. In theater drama, a scene is defined in one
of two ways. First, a scene may be considered to end whenever a character
exits or a new character comes on stage. The theory is that, with an entrance
or an exit, the drama tic situation is changed, and a new structural unit begins.
Second, a scene ends whenever the locale is changed or there is a time gap in
the action.

J

.~
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.The scene in radio drama is normally defined in the second way. If the
play opens, say, in a lawyer's office, then moves to a stateroom aboard ship an
hour later, then picks up the action ag;'Jn in the stateroom two hours after
that, this sequence would call for three scene divisions. They would be
marked by music bridges, or sound bridges, or perhaps board fades (in which
the engineer would fade out the first scene, then fade in the second).

2. The interior structure of scenes. A scene in radio should be built on a
prinCIple of rising action and tension which is paid offin a tag-line. The usual
way to achieve this is to write dialogue which begins with fairly long, low-key
speeches. then becomes much tighter and quicker as the lines shorten, and
finally culminates in a pay-off, usually a tag line.

The line of action within a scene should be both simple and single. Don't
try to make more than one point in a scene, regardless of length. There is
room for only one tag line at the end of the scene, and that tag line should be
the final statement of the scene's point.

As we have already noted, narration used within a scene has the effect of
slowing the pace. The same is true of long dialogue speeches. Although the
technique is difficult to describe, it is possible to create a rhythmic movement
in a scene, and to give the entire unit a beginning, middle, and end, so that the
whole becomes formallj' satisfying as well as literally meaningfl.:.

The following passage, from a radio adaptation of Oscar Wilde's The Pic
ture oj Dorian Gray, although it is not technically a full scene, will illustrate
these possibilities:

L

HE!':RY:
DORIAN:
HENRY:
DORIAN:
HENRY:
DORIAN:
HENRY:
DORIAN:
HENRY:

(ASTONISHED) In love? Whom are you in love with?
With an actress.
That is rather commonplace, don't you think?
You would not say so if you saw her, Lord Henry.
Who is she?
Her name is Sibyl Vane.
Never heard of her.
No one has. People will, someday, however. She is a genius.
My dear boy, no woman is a genius. Women are a decorative
sex. They never have anything to say, but they say it charm
ingly.

Notice how the tight, rapid movement of the first seven lines slackens on
Dorian's speech which begins "No one has." The sligllt relaxation prepares
the way for Lord Henry's observation on women. This arrangement serves
~wo purposes; the final, lengthy speech rounds out and conclude.> the short
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sequence, while the opening series of short, quick speeches build up to and
highlight the concluding epigram.

The overall structure of the script is determined by how scenes are placed
together in sequence. The way in which the entire script plays depends on the
relationships among individual scenes. Here i<; a sequence from a comedy in
which the two charaders, Mamie and her Uncle Willie, are paying an unaccus
tomed visit to a racetrack. Willie, an accen tric fellow, has become convinced
that he can communicate with the horses through extra~,emory perception.
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MUSIC:

MAMIE:
WILLIE:

MAMIE:

BRIDGE. AND INTO ...

Uncle Willie, this has simply got to stop!
Girl, that's like tellin' Columbus to quit an' go home just be
fore he sighted Staten Island!
( don't care. It's you ('m thinkin' about. Standin', stirrin' up
your thoughts, your eyes stickin' out. Uncle Willie, you just
ain't used to thinkin'!

'.,

Here we have a sequence of four scenes, all quite short and all having
approximately the same structure. In the first scene, Willie begins in a low
key, explaining his idea; Mamie counters with a question, which permits him
to payoff the scene with his answer. His last sentence, though a definite tag
line, is not especially strong. Thc second scene is a variation on the first. It
begins at a slightly higher level of interest (Willie's horse has won thc ratc),
and Mamic i..:tiatc5 the dialoguc. He ti.en countcrs, she tops him slightly, and
he completes the scene with a much stronger tag line. The entire sequence is
intended to build to Mamie's final line, which closes off the racetrack episode.

This sequence is presented ira a series of four short scenes. It might bc
strcngthened thfC'Jgh revision, by eliminating one of the scencs or consolida
ting the four into three. A sequence of three pays off quitc naturally where
four units tends toward anticlimax.

~Vriting narration and dialogue
Radio plays may either be completely dramatized with no narration at all,

or they may be treated as exercises in storytelling, with some of the episodes
prescnted in dramatic form. The narrative script has some advantages over the
straight dramatic type: it can describe and explain anr! set an atmosphere in a
way not possible without the use of a narra tor. (t also has some Iimita tions.
Telling a story almost always seems easier than dramatizing it; and the result
is that beginning writers use narration as a crutch. We repeat: in writing,
always hesitate to take the easy way to do anything.

Narration should always be used consistently within a script. Amateurs
will sometimes begin a script with a series of dramatic scenes, and then, when
they encounter material unexpectedly hard to dramatize, put it into a narra·
tive passagc. (f a script is to use narration, thc pattern should be establisher) at
thc beginning of the play, and followed out to the end. The balance of narra
tive against dramatic sequences is a principal structural feature in the script,
and needs to be carefully considered.

Narration almost always puts a barri~r bctween the experience depicted in
the play and the listener. (n a dramatic scene, the experience is presented
directly, as if the listener were himself watching and listening. But where nar-
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ration is used, the listener has no such direct experience; instead, he gets ex
perience as ftltered through the perceptions of the narrator. Sometimes this
filtering effect is desirable-for instance, where the experience is too strong
or shocking to be effective, or where the narrator's perception of the event is
more interesting or important than what really happens. But as a rule, drama
is most effective when it deals directly in actions and emotions.

Types and functions of narration
The narrator may be a character in the play or he may not. If he is not, his

function is that of any storyteller.lfhe is, then presumably his point of view
and special perceptions add something to the script.

Narrators who are characterized speak in the first person-for example: "I
got to Yango City around cleven o'clock. It was the kind of town where no
body used much electricity after 9:30. I parked in front of the Yango Motel
just as the owner was leaving the office." First person narration of this sort
has several uses. It is a highly personalized statement which expresses the
character traits, eccentricities, and feelings of the narrator. The listener will
find it easy to identify with first person narration, if the narrator is at all in
teresting or sympathetic to him.

Besides this, the use of the first person narrator almost automatically
solves the problem of taking a consistent and meaningful approach to a scene.
Let us say that we have a scene set at the airport of a large city-Landon's
Heathrow Airport, for instance. A middle-aged woman is due in on a flight
from Vienna. Two people-a man of thirty·five and a young girl are waiting

to meet hel. Neither the man nor the girl is aware of the other's existence, but
each has impel::t!'!e reasons for iaentifying the woman and speaking to her.
The flight is announced, and in a few minutes the passengers begin to come
through customs. We n~ed not continue the summary of the scene in order to
make our point, which is this: In order to write this rather complex scene,
using a third person narrator, the writer must determine which parts of the
action should be described, and in what order. In other words, he must settle
on a logical and consistent point of view. But if he chooses to use first person
narration, the problem is settled for him. The narrator might be the v,oman
on the plane, or the man, or the young girl, or someone not directly involved
in the scene-an airport policeman, for example. The scene itself· yould be
quite different lfi movement, feeling, and significance depending on the
choice of narrator.

If the writer is interested in achieving an element of surprise or revelation
in his script, his best technique is the manipul:ttion of viewpoint. Conan
Doyle's Sherlock Holmes stories, with one or two exceptions, are told from
the point of view of Dr. Watson, a fact which account!; for much of their
quality as mysteries and as highly successful fiction. Watson's honesty and
sturdiness ar.J his great respect and admiration for Holmes come through
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clearly and make the stories warm and human; his inability to see situations
as Holmes does and his marvellous capacity for astonishment are p3Sfzd on
to us, the readers, so that we are surprised by the revelations of guilt which
Holmes produces. The use of first person narration is really a technical key to
writing stories of this sort.

Third person narration, although it has some drawbacks, as we have sug
gested, does have the great advantage of flexibility. The third person narrator
can move freely wi th an action, selecting facets of it to rp.port on, without
being tied to the physical being of the first person narrator. The passage
quoted earlier, if handled in third person, might run as follows: "Yango City
was an early-to-bed town. The movie at the Star Theater was over at nine, and
Joe Kinnan shut down the Kof-E-Pot, the town'~ only restaurant, shortly
before ten. By eleven most of the houses in town were dark, except for two
or three from whose bedroom windows the eerie light of a tele\ision set flick
ered, where late revellers were watching the Johnny Carson Show. At ten
minutes after eleven, Cy Hurd had just turned out the office lights in the
Yango Motel when a green Mustang pulled into his driveway. A tall, thin man
got out and walked up to the office door." The point here is that if the specif
ic detail about what happened in Yango City during the evening is important
to the story, it can easily be included in third person narration where it would
be clumsy or impossible to include within the limits of fITst person narration.

Second person narration is rarely used, but can be effective for special pur
poses. What it does is to make the listener a character in the story, acting out
an unaccustomed role and living through novel experiences with a special
vividness and urgency. If you wish to convey to a listener what it is like to
pilot a plane, or to be a soldier awaiting orders to attack, or to be suddenly
struck down with a coronary attack, you might wish to use the second person
narrator.

Basic skiDs in dialogue writing
We have already touched on many of the characteristics of good dialogue

and need not repeat these remarks here. However, we can recommend a pro
cedwe for writing radio scripts which is likely to improve the quality of your
dialogue.

Never write a ~cript "off the top of the head," hoping for impiration as
you go along. Some professional writers with a great deal of exp, rience can
write this way and produce reasonably successful scripts, but it is w.ser to as
sume that you cannot.

First, prepare a "treatment" of your idea. A treatment is a short outline
statement which summarizes your pilot-line, broken down scene by scene.
Treatments can vary in their length and complexity. Some are quite short, and
give only a simple outline of the plot. Others expand on the story line, give
some description of production effects, and may even include some rough
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. dialugue. [n any case, the treatment need not be followed slavishly. [f new
ideas come to you as you write, follow them, using the trea tmen t as a basic
structure to which they should be related. Of course, you may well find that
what you have included in the treatment is exactly what you wan~ in the
script. [n that case, write the script as you have planned it.

[n writing the first draft of your script, think about one scene at a time.
Visualize the action in the scene from start to finish. Talk the dialogue to
yourself until it sounds and feels right to you. Expcnence as an actor can be
extremely helpful to a playwright. The understanding of what is involved in
delivering lines and building a scene is almost essential to a writer.

Write nothing until you have tried out the scene in this way, and feel sure
that it will play. Remember that:

1. Your dialogue must be speakable. It must not contain tongue-twisting
combinations of sounds, and the lines must be structured so that the actor
has a chance to breathe. Good dialogue should have a natural rhythm.

2. [f you have to write long dialogue speeches or narrative passages, reo
member that they must be structured almost like poetry. Otherwise they
simply cannot be read with any effect.

3. In most cases your dialogue should be colloquial speech, not "literary."
You may on occasion create a character who speaks rather like a page out of
a book, but this situation will seldom occur. Usc contrac~ions and rather
loose, oral sentence construction. This docs not mean t)l:\t you should use
slang or faddish words-they arc useful chiefly in characterization. An easy
conversational style of speech is what you should aim for.

4. Do not try to write dialect speech unless you are thoroughly familiar
with the dialect. When you do attempt it, try chiefly to catch the melody of
the dialect. A P.Jrisian,a person from Dublin, and an American from Louisiana
may utter precisely the same words in English and still sound totally different.
Scme of the difference will lie in the pronunciation of the words, but most of
it wi!1lie in the "tunc," the rhythms and intonation of the voice. [f you can
catch this tune in YOUl writing you will give a competent actor all he needs to
do the speech prlJperly.

There are of course pronunciations which are pecuHar to every dialect, and
often there is some special vocab'Jlary; you OIay wish to make occasional
use of these. For the most part, however, dialect should be conveyed through
speech melody.

Conclusion
We may add one final word to this summary of the techniques of radio

playwriting. [f you come to radio writing with an experience in writing for
print, you have much to unlearn. The ultimate test of print is what it looks
like on the page and, of course, how it reads. What a radio script looks like is
almost wholly irrelevant. A radio script is simply a blueprint for director,
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technicians, and actors to follow in making a production. The scrirt must, I)f
course, be understandable to them, but its final test is in the production it
self, how it sounds on the air.

And this brings us to a point all tJO often overlooked by people ambi·
tious to work in communications and the arts: everything is done for the
listener. If the listener understands what you want !"!im to understand, feels
what you want him to feel, the play is a success. If he does not, then it does
not much matter how brilliant you thought your script, or how skillful you
thought the actors' performance. You may be able to paint for yourself, or
to write poetry for yourself, but drama does not exist except in the presence
of a responsive audience.



Chapter Six

VOICES FOR RADIO DRAMAS AND
OTHER PROGRAMMING

Martin Maloney

The director of ;1 radio play has three languages to work with-human
voices, sound effects, and music-and of these languages, the most important
is the voice. No matter how well·written a script, how ingenious the sounds
and production effects, how well·selected the music cues, if the voices aren't
pleasing, wel!·balanced, and stimulating to the imagination, nothing will save
the play.

The director's procedures
An idp:-. for a radio drama is nothing until it is written down. A script, once

written, has no meaning except as a blueprint for a production. The director's
business is to take the radio play from script form-sometimes from an early
version of the script-through to the completed taped or broadcast perform
ance. To do this, he goe~ through a series of predictable steps, each of
which he must plan carefully.

I. With the assignment to direct a play, the director gets a script. The script
may be in early draft form, but more likely it will be fairly well polished and
close to being producible as it stands. The director's first task is to study the
script carefully. He will probably read it aloud and make a rough timing. If it
is long, he will mark possible cuts. If it appears short, he will note points at
which the writer could add to the script. He will also note any revisions which
seem desirable; ordinarily they will be minor ones. He will study carefully all
sound and music cues, changing anything which seems unnecessarily compli
cated to produce. He will jot down any ideas for casting which occur to him,
and he may even write out thumbnail descriptions of the principal characters,
if the writer has not already supplied them.
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the director will have to make careful arrangements. takmg into account both
his budget and the availability of studios, technical personnel, and cast.

5. The next step is the microphone (technical) rehearsal, which is done in
the studio, or, microphone, and with the full technical crew present. The
purpose of the technical rehearsal is to integrate sound routines, music cues,
and any technical effects with the spoken lines.

The only person who must have a clear notion of how all the details of
sound, music, and voices fit together is the director. Technical people can
work "blind" and do work on cm: from the director, so they can function
efficiently without any notion of the total effect of the play Actors need
more information; they need to react to and play arour.d ~Qund effects, and
their own performances will be somewhat altered if tlley can catch the "feel"
of the music. In general the director will find it desirable to let his cast and
staff hear as much of the total production as he himself docs, whether or not
they have a practical need for the information.

6. The dress rehearsal, 3S in the theater, is the final polishing rehearsal be
fore the actual production. Ideally, the dress rehearsal should be a polished,
correct, final performance which will be duplicated in an emotionally
heightened way for the on-air or recorded production. The dress rehearsal is
especially important if the production is to be done live on the air or even
recorded in one take. The common belief of actors that a bad dress rehearsal
means a good performance is probably universal and is also highly suspect.
Very often a production will "pull together" between dress rehearsal and
performance, will play with greater tension and verve because of the excite
ment of actually "doing" the script. Small errors and imperfections in the
rehearsal will be corrected. But a really bad dress rehearsal simply means that
the production is not yet ready.

Characterffitics of the radio actor
Depending on circumstance, a radio director may have to cast his play with

amateurs of little or no experience, profe~sionals with experience in television
or mm or the theater, or professionals with experience in radio. Given a
choice, he should always use the radio professionals. Whatever the surface
similarities among the VJrious media in which plays are produced, radio is still
a unique medium which requires special skills in performance as in writing or
directing. Thus, where a theater actor must learn to project his voice to the
last row of seats in the playhouse, a radio actor must play 10 the microphone
a highly sensitive instrument, which is no more than a foot away from his lips.
Any professional performer is, of course, a good second choice.

Where amateurs are used, the director will have special problems to deal
with. He will need more actors, for one thing; where professionals-especially
those with experience in radio-are able to double (play more than one role)
convillcingly, amateurs are unlikely to be able to do more than a single part.

I
I••
I
I

•
•..



VOICES FOR RADIO DRAMAS 109

::

-,
J

.:.

They will also need more cor-ching and more rehearsal time; but the substitu
tion of extra time and effort for the lack of experience can still result in a
presentable production.

Following are some considerations important in judging actors:
Vocal quality. A good radio voice usually sounds "conversational" and

"natural" rather than over·precise, stagey, or declamatory. A conversational
quality, however, docs not mean sloppiness or mumbling speech. The actor
must be able to convey ~he feeling that his character is a real person, speaking
in a normal way in a natural situation. At tlte same time, his performance
should not replicate the way in which people actually speak, any more than
the dialogue in a play should be a transcript of actual speech. In short, a radio
actor must create an illusion of reality while remaining an artist.

As a general rule, a director should choose voices that have a pleasing qual·
ity. In many cultures, low-pitched voices usually work beller on radio than
very high, shrill voices. Melodious voices generally arc better than rasping or
harsh ones. Note that we say "ordinarily" and "usually." Some parts call for
departures from this standard. A thin, high·pitched voice may be exactly what
a comic part requires, just as a Ilarsh, breathy voicc may suit a villain admira
bly. Finally, a director williistcn for voices which arc easy to recognize. One of
the principal problems in prodUcing a radio play is to make sure that the char
acters arc distingUishable without clumsy and obvious dialogue identification.

Experience in radio. Radio acting is a highly specialized skill, quite unlike
acting in any of the other media. The radio actor docs not have to memorize
his part, yet in readin~ it from the script he Illust never, by the least inflection,
suggest that he is reading. He must not project his voice, as the stage actor
docs; on the contrary, he must maintain normal volume along with complete
vocal control, for the sake of the microphone. He must not only be able to
imagine the scenes, costumes, facial expressions, and actions of the play, he
must suggest the feel of these imaginings to the audience. He must convey a
sense of strong physical movement and often violznt emotions without ever
moving away from the microphone. He must be able to play against other
actors in a scene without taking his eyes off the script. Above all, he must
speak directly and personally to an audience that is not physically present. He
must, in short, do everything that any other actor docs, using nothing but his
voice.

In choosing actors for a play, the dire('t~r should be aware of all these
essential skills, be able to tell to what extent an auditioning performer has
mastered them, and be prepared to become coach as well as director to the
performer who has not.

Ability to take direction. In comparison to dramatic productions on the
stage, the rehearsal time devoted to radio plays is very short. This means that
actors mu~t set their characterizations, reading of lines, and pacing of scenes
quickly. As a result, a director has the right to demand that his cast be willing
to accept suggestions and to put them into effect promptly, especially when
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r~hearsal time is short. He must also demand that, once a reading or a scene is
set to his satisfaction, the actor will do his part in the same way, at the same
pace, during the performance.

In this connection, a sense of timing is essential to anyone who works in
radio. An actor may be asked to cut five seconds off the reading time of a
speech, or to stretch a scene for an additional ten seconds, and he must be
able to do either within a tolerance of a second or two without weakening the
effect of the speech or scene.

S:,ecial skills: voice changes, dialects. Because of the necessity, in radio, of
k~eping voices easily distinguishable, radio performers develop extraordinary
a:Jilities to change their voices so as to double or triple roles. One actor was
faced with the task of reading a series of excerpts from the testimony of sev
eral witnesses at a trial. The excerpts were very brief-two or three sentences
each-and were separated by short music cues. The actor succeeded in creating
a series vf six dis:inct vor!ll characterizations, one after the other, in a se
quencr. which, over all, lasted less than a minute.

Similarly, radio playwrights and actors alike learn to work with dialects.
Actcrs often specify, in their professional resumes, the dialects which they
are able to handle.

Choosing the cast
At this time, we need do little m)re than summarize some points the

director must take into consideratioE ·;..hen selecting a cast.
Distinguishability of voices. If the script "'riter has done his work properly,

the director should not have much to worry about in this respect. The cast
should include young ':'oices and old ones, male voices and female, unusual
vocal patterns and "normal" ones. The director's principal chore in this case
will be to cast actors whose voices have a quality of individuality, so that all
the "old" characters, or all the women, do not sound alike.

COlltrast of voices. When characters speak in a radio play, the written lines
they read obviously convey meaning and constitute a language; but over and
above this, as linguists have long realized, there is a parallel language of into
nation-pause, pitch, stress, duration of sounds, and inflection-which modi
fies, sometimes even reverses, the literal significance of a speech. Any imagi
native actor can make the line "Of course you did" mean at least a dozen
different things. Subtlest of all, however, is the sort of meaning conveyed by
voice quality-the timbre of the voice. A good director will take the overall
quality of voices into account in his casting, as a way of achieving dramatic
contrast. Such contrasting clements in a playas male/female, tragedy/comedy,
good/evil can be reinforced by a careful selection of voices.

Balance of voices. Since radio is a sound medium, it has much in common
with music. Ideally, a cast for a radio play should be, among other things,
an orchestration of voices which produces not only literally meaningful sounds

L
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but affectively meaningful and harmonious sounds. This statement may seem
to call for a sort of fussiness and pretentiousness in casting which has little
practical consequerce, but that is not the case. It is true that a radio director
often docs not have the time or the: 'ailable talent to pay attention to rela·
tively subtle effects. He may be lucky to get his program on the air in such
a condition that it makes literal sense. Nevertheless, the difference between
an acceptable production and a genuinely moving one may depend upon just
such efforts as we have been discussing.

Ability to create character. The characters in radio scripts are usually quite
simply drawn. There is little time for complexities and, as we have said before,
it is in the nature of radio to suggest rather than describe in detrlil. A novel
may be as complex and detailed as a Meissonier battie painting, but a radio
play is a sketch by Picasso. A good radio actor, theil, must have the ability
to understand the es~cnce of a character, and to suggest this essen':iaI core
quickly with the voice, just as an object can be suggested with a few quick
strokes of the brush. Radio performance may demand hard work, but it is
seldom laborious or meticulous, A director always looks for actors who un·
derstand this.

Perfonnance
Although theoretically the production is set by the time of performance,

the director and actors still face a certain number of problems. If the perfor
mance is a live one, it must go by the clock and without error. The director
can do relatively little, once the show goes on the air, except to check
the timings noted in his script, give his .cues where they are necessary,
and signal to spe"d up, slow down, or cut. The rest is up to the actors.
They must keep the feel of their characters, maintain the pace, and, if there
should be errors, cover them by ad.libbing. This is the point at which the
radio professional is especially valuable. He automatically picks up cues, never
allowing "dead air," and can improvise lines to bridge over almost any
emergency.

If the performance is recorded on tape, it can be done in relatively short
"takes" rather than being played continuously from beginning to end. If there
are errors, the line or scene can simply be repeated and the mistakes erased
or cut out of the tape. It is even possible, as in a film production, to record
~veral "takes" of a scene for an editor to choose from. Thus, technology
has elimim:ted most of the perils of the live performance, but of course has
substit uted others for them. When a prrformance is recorded in separate seg·
ments, it is very difficult for the performer to retain a sense of the overall
movement of the play. In film, pacing is to a great extent the responsibility
of a lilm editor, but audio ta pe is somewhat less amenable to editing than
111m. Spontaneity in a segmented production is even more difficult to achieve.
Taped radio is almost a medium to itself, and tt,e actor must learn to adapt



112 TIlE USE OF RAnIO IN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

to it. What is required of him is analogous to what is required of a powerful
sports car-an ability to go from dead rest to full performance in :! lnatler
of seconds.

Conclusi<Jn
What we have atlempted herc is a brief and unadorned account of how

a radio director chooses and works with talent. His work requires a good deal
of specialized information, a sensitive ear, and a creative imagination adapted
to the requirements of thc medium. To repeat: for directors and performers
as for thc writer, radio drama is ;I highly specialized channcl of communica
tion, unlike any other. To usc radio well rcquires concentration, close study,
and experience.
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Chapter Seven

EDUCATIONAL RADIO PROGRAMMING:
THE RADIO FORUM

Donald J. Bogue

Teaching as the primary objective
Throughout the preceding chaptp.rs, it has been assumed that the radio is

used primarily for entertainm~nt and that social development communication
must depend upon incidental learning from messages introduced as pleasantly
and as Jnobtrusively as possible between and within the entertainment epi
sodes. This strategy of "sugar coating" development messages with a thick
layer of entertainment is bascd on the assumption that it is best to reach and
communicate with as much of the total listening audience as possible.

However, there is an alternative strategy-that of using the radio to impart
information t(' a smaller, more select audience of persons who wish to learn
about a particular subject and are willing to forego alternative programming
in order to obtain that information. In this case, programming for education,
which does not need to be dull and uninteresting, deliberately takes prece
dence over programming for entertainment.

Suppose a particular radio station has an average listening audience of
I00,000 person~ when it broadcasts entertainment programs. If it broadcasts
an educational program on a social development topic such as health, it may
lose 95 percent of its listeners to another station; yet, the audience for the
educational message would still be 5,000 persons. :rhis is the equivalent of
200 c1asuoom sessions of twenty·five students and a teacher discussing the
topic. Also, a large share of those who continue to listen will be persons who
sense a need for the information about the topic being discussed. A substan
tial proportion will be better-educated persons who will listen for the sake of
education. The listeners are scattered throughout the entire listening area, and
can be reached without need for transportation, classrooms, or other facilities.

113
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Many of those who Iislen to an educational broac!ca~t will diffuse the infor
mation by word of mouth to their friends and neighbors. As a result, the
ultimate audience of the information is considerably greater than the size of
the listening audience. Even if charges for radio time are comparatively high
(and usually they are not), the cost-per-learner is f~r less than for classroom
education.

Hence. the use of the radio to educate intere5ted segments of the public
is both practical and economical, providing one i~ willing to forego reaching
a truly mass audience and work with a much smaller 8rouP of already
motivated-to-Iearn listeners.

The radio (and more recently television) has been used extensively to pro
mote this type of educ::tion. Organized courses have been offered over the
air, in which individllallisteners enroll in the course, receive study materials,
and listen regularly to broadcast lectures or other presentations. Particular
radio stations have designated themselves as "educational" and their program
ming tends to be of an educational or cultural nature. Usually such stations
arc sponsored by a univer~ity or oth::r euucational institution, and the cost of
their operation is borne by that institution. As a consequence, they have less
con,:ern for reaching the maximum audience available, and more concern for
bu:lding up a much smaller audience of regular listeners to programs on partic
ular topics. Through this approach, farmers learn about new technical advances
in agriculture; housewives learn about new foods or f:)hrics; the comparatively
few culture-hungry rural isolates listen to a symphony or a classical drama.
Admittedly: other stations carrying pure entertainment arr. enjoying a larger
listenership, but the educational program plays for those who truly desire to
Jearn.

Radio instruction has been used in both developing and developed countries
to supplement regular classroom instruction. At J?articular times of the day,
other teaching activities are suspended and the pupils listen to a broadcast
educational program. This may be followed by a discussion, using a prepared
discussion outline sent in advance to the teachers. Foreign languages, literature,
history, citizenship, social science, and hygiene arc examples of topics readily
amenable to radio supplementation for elementary or secondary school edu
cation. The justification for using the radio is that a single, highly knowledge
able teacher (whose pronunciation of a foreign language is impeccable, whose
knowledge of his subjr:ct is profound, or whose professional credentials make
him especially credible) can reach thousands of learners in a situation where
the local teachers arc unable to teach on 1n advanced level.

Such use of radio in the formal education of primary and secondary schools
is a specializcd topic with which this chapter docs not attcmpt to deal. The
f'Jcus, instead, will bc upon the educa'~on of adults. Our position is that a
wcll·conduded social developmcnt communication campaign should havc at
least some educational radio programming to help creatc opinion leaders to

..



EDUCATIONAL RADIO PROGRAMMING 115

,

promote local development and participation, and to stimulate people to ac·
tiona Incidental learning, via entertainment programming, may prepare the
audience for these activities (and will actually stimula te a fraction to engage
in them), but the well·planned educational program can do much to intensify
and put into operation the development ideas that have been spread.

Consistent with this position, the airwal;es in develoiJing countries should
be rather generously sprinkled with radio programs where teaching is the pri
mary objective. Like all good education, the experience should be made as
pleasant and interesting as possible for th,:: learners, but the goal is to trans
mit information in a systematic, organized manner. It is assumed that the
audience is in a serious, logical, studious mood and is actively exercising its
higher mental processes for the few minutes of the broadcast.

AudienCC! building for educational radio programs
Because the biggest drawback of educational programming is the tendency

for large segments of the audience to tunc out the program, one of the first
tasks of educational radio programming is audience bililding.' This consists of
advance publicity about the program, or programs, to arouse interest, 10 create
an attitude of reciprocity, and to let the listener know the day and time of the
program. The most common form of such publicity is short thirty·second or
sixty·second spot announcements made at least two or three times daily for a
week pre<:eding the broadcast, over the station on which the program is to
appear.

These spot announcements may point out the importance to the listener,
or to his family, of the material to be presented and the benefits he will gain
from listening. It may also emphasize the high qualifications of the persons
who have prepared the program and the unique opportunity the program
offers to be instructed by these experts. Such advance publicity can double
or treble the size of the audience that otherwise would listen. Both theory and
research have demonstrated that communication is the primary mechanism
by which human beings keep themselves adjusted to their physical and social
environment, and that when the need to do so is clearly and convincingly
stated, large numbers of people will suspend other forms of more pleasant
activities to gather information that they believe to be in their best illterests.
The advance publici~y should seek to convince an audience that this is such
an occasion.

If the educatit:'r.1al program is to be a series of programs, say a broadcast
daily for a week {Qr weekly for several weeks), the audience·building activity
may be made an item of news, to be included in news broadcasts over all sta
tions anel reported in newspapers. Posters and notices may be erected in pub·
lic places, including buses and rapid transit vehicles. Notices may be scnt to
community organizations for reading at meetings. Personal letters may be
mailed to school teachers asking them to tell their pupils to notify their par·
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ents about the program. Such extensive <ludience-building activity has a two
fold objective. It not only helps to prevent defection of the sta,ion's regular
listeners to other programs, but also alerts and attracts interested people who
otherwise would not be listening to that particular station at the particular
hour the program is broadcast.

If not used too frequently and used only for truly important occ1sions,
such audience-building techniques are effective in increasing audience size. If
the topic of social development communication is one of high relevance to the
listener, a comparatively small investment in audience-building advance pub
licity can hold and assemble an audience of sufficient size to make the effort
worthwhile. Audience-building can :llso prepare the audience to be more
highly attentive and in :I mood to concentrate and learn when the progmm is
announced.

Educational radio programming for adults
One of the surest w:\ys to lose an :ludience is to broadc:lst a typical c1:Jss

room lecture. Only if the lecturer is very famous and :I most unusually cap:l
ble speaker with extraordin:lry attention·holding powers will such program
ming succeed in keeping the radio :ludience listening for more th:ln just a few
minutes. In most cases. by the end of the lecture progralll, the effecti\ely :It
tentive audience may be as low as 10 percent of the original audience. The
lower the education of the audience, the greater will be the tendency to de
fect, because less-educated persons have least experience :It p:lying attention
to a lecture,.

Adults P:lY :lttention to education:ll situations best when the materi:lls are
presented in terms of situations with which they :Ire f:lmiliar and deal with
problems which they experience. Adults prefer a discussion to a lecture, and
will :lttend to a lively discussion when their attention would w:lnder if the
s:lme m:lterials were covered by a lecturer. Adults, like children, appreciate
drama and role-pl:lying. A well·planned educational radio program for adults
therefore is highly informal, conversation:ll, and with a strong element of dra
ma or role-playing.

A common form of introducing a problem is to play taped interviews with
typical vill:lgers, or other members Gf the intended audience, who are asked
about their experience with the subject being discussed. It m:lY also be intro
duced by a well-written :lnd well-acted small drama or skit in which the actors
portr:ly typical audience members. The first objectives are:

(a) to arouse interest in the topic and to make each listener feel it will
benefit him if he continues to listen, and

(b) to create a feeling of involvement, of identification of self with one
or more of the radio actors, and of participation in the :lctivities of
the program.

,
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If introduced successfully, listeners will sense a need for more information
about the topic and have a belief that it will be useful to them in the future.

The informational content of the program (the "lesson") should be pre
sented as informally as possible. The source or sources of this information
must appear to be credible and trustworthy to the audience, but they must
also be approachable and informal. They may give their information in the
form of answering questions posed by interested persons with whom the lis·
tener can identify. They may participate in a drama; they may solve a particu
lar problem and then explain the basis for the solution. A documentary or
"true-to-Iife" reporting of the results of applying the lesson content will
heighten both interest and credibility.

Good program formats do the following:
(a) define the problem and develop its practical importance for the audi

ence
(b) dramatize or demonstrate a solution to the problem
(c) state the basic tl.eory, principle, or abstract knowledge which under·

lies the solution ~this is the "lesson" of the broadcast)
(d) develop implications for the audience-situations in which the princi

ple may be applied, changes to be expected
(e) give directives to the audience; tell what action they should take

(I) what to do
(2) where to go, when to go, what to get, what to do next
(3) actions to take with respect to friends and neighbors

(f) review the "lesson," covering in summary form the five points given
above.

Attention span and memory. The "heart" of the educational program is,
I)f course, ir.em (c) in the above list-the basic theory or principle involved in
the solution to the problem. At the point in the program where this material
is presented, the audience must concentrate, use its reasoning powers, and in
tegrate the new information with beliefs it already holds. This may involve
major mental effort. Most adults who are not accustomed to study and learn
ing are unable to maintain such close concentration for more than three to
five minutes. Therefore, this step in the educational program, the step where
the basic theory or principle is introduced, must be brief:

I. It should be confined only to the most important basic points. Relevant
but not essential material must be omitted.

2. It should be presented in a way which facilitates learning and recall. The
sequence of sentences must follow simple, direct logic.

3. All qualifying, limiting, or contrary information should be omitted at
the point of critical learning. The qualifying and limiting material can be pre·
sented as part of the implications, after the basic knowledge has been learned.

4. When fully developed, the basic "lesson" of the broadcast should emerge
as a single, simple, cry:;tal-clear statement in the language which the audience

!!"
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uses. This statement should then be repeated several times in the remainder of
the progranl. (Example: "Malaria is caused by mosquitoes." "Intestinal para·
site", result from contact with the excrement of animals or human beings."
etc.)

If the kaowledge content of a particular subject is too great or too com
plex to be compressed into a three·to·l1ve-minute presentation and express
ed as a single sentence, then the program must be divided into two "!essol1s"
each of which meets the essential criterion of simplicity and clarity.

Recall. Information becomes knowledge only if it is remembered. The edu
cational program should be designed, therefore, to promote not only compre·
hension, but also to I1x the information in the memory of the listener I1rm!y,
in such a way that the material will be recalled in the future when the appro·
priate occasion arises. This can be facilitated in a variety of ways:

(a) repetition of the information by different persons, in different word
ing

(b) development of the implications in such a way that the person will be
reminded of the basic principles when the relevant conditions arise

(c) holding a mock "quiz" game at the end of the program, in which the
listener is able to check his answers against those of the radio actors

(d) .f the radio program is a part of a series, the basic points of previous
broadcasts can be repeated to refresh memory.

FrOg,.1M ..:ngth. For adl"'~ of low educatkll1. a I1fteen·minute presentation
of technical material which requires reasoning, concentration, and manipula·
tion of new ideas is long. A thirty-minute radio program, with seven to eight
minutes devoted to examples, directives, and review (at the end) with a l1f
i'een·minute intensive "lesson" in the middle should be considered the maxi
mum in most situations.

Feedback. One of th~ ways educational programs promote a sense of lis·
tener participation is to read letters received from listeners and answer ques·
tions which they raise. Listeners should be encouraged to write to the station
to give their reactions to the program, make suggestions, or ask questions. (All
such questions must be answered by mail promptly, if not on the aiL) The
items selected for reading over the air must be chosen carefully to I1t into the
program goals. T1lese questions can be an excellent starting point for a new
presentation, since the letters reveal areas that the campaign should cover.

Live or taped? Given the combination of needs listed above, it is recom·
mended that educational programs be taped in advance of their presentation,
rather than being produced live at the time of broadcast. This has the follow·
ing advantages: .

(a) TIle words and sentences used by the various persons can be studied
to make sure that they will be comprehended by the intended audio
ence. Portions that are unclear or otherwise subject to improvement
may be re·recorded and edited into the prugram.
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(b) Alternative modes of organizing the material may be tried and com
pared, to arrive at the best combination.

(c) Field recordings, dramatizations, and verbal presentations by the mod
erator and experts can be organized into a single tape, with appropriate
musical transitions, sound effects, and volume adjustments.

(d) The finished program, ready to broadcast, can be pretested on sam
ples of the intended audience in order to detemline whether it is ef
fective. If not, it can be revised before broa,l,..ast.

(e) Tapes may be copied and distributed to a number of radio stations,
to be played at whatever times are convenient locally and to assure
better reception.

(f) A well·produced program on a social development theme merits re
biOadcasting, or playing as an audio program In group meetings. Taped
programs promote this application.

Scripted or unscripted. If all extemporaneous materials are pretaped and
edited, as described above, there is every reason to complete the process and
write a script for the program. This includes the responses to questions asked
of technical experts or other persons playing the role of "teacher" in the
broadcast. If an expert is to make a brief presentation, h~ should write out
his explanation in advance and then have it subjected to the careful editing
of a professional radio scriptwriter. Long sentences will be broken i'1tr> shorter
ones. Common words will be substituted for ones which the audicol';'.: ~ill not
know. The logic and flow of the argument can be reviewed. Points where the
audience will experience difficulty can be identified and clarified. The presen
tation can be read aloud to determine how it will sound. It can be timed, to
make sure it fits into the 'pprcl'uiate limitations. The presentor can rehearse
his script under guidance, until he is able to produce it with c'orrect pace, in·
tonation, and naturalness so that it carries the desired impact. Complete script
ing, with prerecording and editing, reduces the risk of the educational program
being just another dull academic exercise which the audience finds boring.

Strange as it may seem, even the "spontaneou~o,discussion sections need to
be at least semiscripted. This may be done by recording an unrehearsed dis
cussion, then editing it with the participants to eliminate portions that are not
relevant, recording again the portions that are confusing, or adding additional
statements that amplify and clarify important points. With the content of the
discussion thus shaped into semifinal form they may again tape their discus
sion, using the first experience as a guide.

The tole of the educational radio program in a
social development campaign

The types of programming described in the first six chapters above can do
much to prepare an audience to take action. From radio dramas and spot an
nouncements, the audience can gain basic knowledge. It can come to believe
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L.

Educational radio program

Professional authorities in the field

Function

Expert source
of advice and
information

that the recommended activities are both important and socially desirable.
However, there is a tendency to procrastinate over taking action until there is
some form of personal influence. Personal contact tends to cause all of the
bits and pieces of communication to fall into a coherent pattern so that the
person can make a commitment to take action.

In many cases tltis personal ;nfluence is provided by a friend or neighbor,
who is already a "satisfied user" of the new idea or action. Change can be
greatly accelerated by use of communication from external sources to hasten
the process. ]n the past, this personal contact has been provided by "change
agents": school teachers, health educators, social workers, or specialized field
workers (home visitors, leaders of group discussion, and community organiza
tion workers). These persons provide the personal contact which has stimulat
ed persons to take action such as getting parents to have their c1tildren innoc
ulated against measles, getting 'villagers to protect their water wells against
contamination, and getting mothers to seek prenatal care at local clinics. To
do this for an entire province or an entire nation in order to accomplish a
given development objective requires a l!.m,mdous amount of manpower and
money. Moreover, the quality of manpower required to play the role ofchange
agent is extremely scarse, even if funds for salaries were available. It is neces
sary to provide this contact on a more or less continuous, or frequently re
peated, basis. Thus, the need to provide the personal stimulus for action to
those who are motivated and informed is not a one-time obligation, but one
which must be repeated.

The wel/-planned and carefully produced educational radio program can
perform this same change-agent function, for a substantial share of the audi
ence. Instead of participating in a live group discussion in his own community,
the radio listener can participate vicariously in one or more discussions via
radio and acquire much the same set of imllulses to take action. Thus, the
educational radio program is a mass-produced personalization of a social de
velopment project. It should be planned, scripted, and produced with tllis in
mind.

The close parallel between the educational program and the personal con
tact situation may be made more explicit by drawing a comparison:

Perso1ll11 counselling or
group discussion

Group discussion leader,
counsellor, or field worker

Personal
interaction

Peer influences

Conversation between group
discussion leader and group
members

Presence of friends and
neighbors

Vicarious listening to testimonials
and discussion between discussion
leac:r and group members

Voices of persons typical of the
listening audience in taped discus
sions
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Many times the change-agents sent to a community are poorly qualified.
They are sometimes viewed as outsiders, and the recommendations they make
may be suspected of being tainted with self-interest. Often they lack skill in
promoting personal discussion among local villagers, and their lack of knowl
edge of technical details gives them only limited ability to answer the ques
tions asked of them. The radio personality, in contrast, may be highly credi
ble and trusted. The educational program may answer correctly and persua·
sively the principal questions that arise in group discussions. ll1Us, the educa
tional radio program provides, vicariously, all of the clements that are provided
by personal contact and group discussion. This can be sufficient to stimulate
action in a substantial segment of the population. Those who do take action,
then, in turn, provide direct group stimulativn to their neighbors, who then
will ;also take action. Thus, educational radio programs are carable of start
ing a chain reaction toward a desired social development goal.

Those who plan education radio programs should perceive clearly the
unique part in the total social development campaign their efforts can play.
They should capitalize on the resources built up by other communication ef·
forts, and should attempt to synthesize and mobili:!e that information to
achieve the desired action. Instead of trying to produce a program that is sim
ply a schoolroom-over-the-air, the SO communicator should try, by using
group·dynamics processes, to transform a small group of semi-informed, semi
motivated, and semi-involved listeners into well-informed and well-motivated
individuals with an intention to undertake the action needed to carry out the
social development program.

Although radio cannot completely replace personal contact, it can go far.
When produced in the group-dynamics format described above, the educa
tional radio program is a documentary of a genuine group discussion, typical
of those that actually would occur. In order to be successful, it must have
validity and must be a truthful representation. If it is simply staged propa
ganda, done to manipulate the audience rather than sincerely to help them
improve their lives, that fact will also be transmitted. The educational pro
gram is a bridge between entertainment·basec! programming and genuine per
sonal interaction. There will still be direct personal contact at the clinic, the
school, the community center, and with friends and neighbors once the per
son begins to take action. The educational mdio program should aim to stim
ulate a listeh,~r to take the first step which will bring him or her to this con
tact.

The radio fo; urn: adult education via radio
The radio forum is a special type of educational radio. It attempts to make

use of the radio to bring expert instruction to otherwise inaccessible places,
but in a way that involves a group discussion experience. This experience re
lics heavily upon group participation, feelings of group solidarity, and personal
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involvement in the activities of a group that is learning together. It does mor~

than permit vicarious participation; it provides an opportunity for group dis·
cussion with friends and neighbors in a learning f;~uation.

In this format, groups of persons meet at a designated time to listen to
broadcasts on a given topic or topics pertaining to social development. Usual
ly the broadcasts are thirty minutes long, of which or:1'1 about fifteen min
utes are intensive technical instruction. Following the broadcast, the group
discusses the materiJI covered in the radio program. The basic idea is that of
bringing high-quality instruction to rural or other places which otherwise could
not have access to the information, and to do this in a context that provides
an opportunity for group interaction. Canada appears to have been the first
to make use of this format in the early 1950's. India made extensive use of it
in the fifties and sixties. Ghana, Togo, and Dahomey had radio forums on so
cial development programs in the late sixties. Evaluations of these efforts have
led to the following research finds:

I. The radio forum is a superior method of transmitting knowledge in com
parison with simply broadcasting educational programs in the hope that
listeners will profit from it.

2. II1iterate persons participate in radio forums as readily as the literate.
3. The knowledge gained by persons who participate in a forum group is

greater than that of persons who do not participate.
4. The group discussion tends to link the lesson more directly to the local

situation.
5. The radio forum has the potential for becoming an important social in·

stitution in rural life-as a broad base on which to found democratic and
active political as well as social and economic participation.

The group exerts an important influence over radio forum education. At
tendance at meetings and participation in the discussions is encouraged by
group pressures and expectations. Decisions or findings from group discus
sion are more likely to be accepted by each member, especially if that mem
ber participates in making the decision.

Despite these bright prospects, the radio fomm has limitations, most of
which have been pointed out by Wilber Schramm, who has been a leader in
promoting the use of radio forums for social development communication:

I. In order to run effectively, radio forums need a great deal of support
from the central broadcasting source and at the local level.

2. Persons who participate in radio forums tend to be those who already
are the better informed (elite or middle class), and those who do not
participate are those who are most in need of the training.

3. After a brief period of initial enthusiasm and high interest, participa-
tion in forums tends to decrease. .

Nc·:erthcless. when adequate investments are made in organization, provision
of supplemental study materials (printed materials. posters, charts, etc.), and

I
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if there are good local discussion leaders, the discussion groups have often
accomplished some major local self.help projects, such as building dispensaries
and roads, introducing new crops, and forming cooperatives. When inter
viewed, an overwhelming majority of forum participants report that they wish
the sessions to continue.

Conducting a good radio forum involves several steps, and much work. The
following tasks must be accomplished:

!. Advance publicity about the forum needs to be piepared and distrib
uted.

2. A plan to form discussion groups and develop ways to communicate
with those groups must be developed, and made operational.

3. A plan to recruit discussion leaders for the various forum groups must
be made, and mad~ operational.

4. A syllabus and detailed study plan for the course must be written.
S. Each broadcast must be planned, written, and produced.
6. A textbook booklet for individual participants to accompany the broad·

casts should be prepared.
7. Registration, attendance, and report·of·meeting forms (and procedures

for returning them) must be developed.
8. An instruction manual for discussion leaders must be prepared.
9. Discussion leaders must be trained by tearns of trainers, who must first

be trained.
10. Provision must be made for soliciting listener reaction-questions, com·

ments, criticisms, and suggestions.
11. Arrangements for making use of the feedback data in subsequent pro

grams must be made.
12. There must be an evaluation of the program, with measurement of im·

pact and cost·benefit analysis. TIlls involves having sample groups take
a test over the subject matter before the programming begins and again
after it ends.

13. Arrangements for good broadcast and reception must be made. Each
study group must have a radio in operating order; the broadcast must
be over a network of stations or via other arrangements in a pattern
that will insure good reception at the designated places at the designated
times.

14. Ea·~h study group leader must receive his discussion guides, the study
materials for his group, and his registration and reporting forms in suf·
ficient quantity to meet the needs of his particular group. These must
be delivered before the broadcasts.

As might be expected, the broader the scope of a radio forum, the more
serious wili be the problems encountered. It is far easier to cover the broad·
cast area of a single station than an entire nation.
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Radio forums (sometimes called le:Jrning groups) of adults c:Jnnot be ex
pected to hold together for Inore tlHln ten to fifteen weekly sessions. It is not
profitable to perform the numerous tasks listed above for fewer sessions than
this. Therefore, the radio forum lends itself best to campaigns which draw
massive public attention to particular important social development problems
or projects, where the goal is to get public opinion mobilized and action
started.

An example of a successful radio forum·
In 1973, the government of Tanzania sponsored a radio forum campaign

entitled "Man is Health." It consisted of twelve weekly brlJarJcasts (each broad·
cast aired twice weekly, for the convenience of the disclission groups). The
principal aim of this campaign was to increase people's awareness of the con
trol which they have over their own health and their responsibility for pre
venting illness. The Institute of Adult Education was given primary responsi
bility for day-to-day coordination of the campaign, but the project was planned
and guided by a coordinating committee comprised of representatives of the
Ministry of Health, Rural Development Division, Ministry of Education, Radio
Tanzania, and the University of Dar es Salaam. The topics for the programs
were as follows:

Wceks 1-3 Malaria
Weeks 4-5 Watcr
Weeks 6-7 Dysentcry
Wceks 8-9 Hookworm
Week 10 Hilharzia
Weeks 11-12 Tuberculosis

A forty-cight page combined textbook and study guide was prepared for
use by study group members. One million copies of this booklet were printed.
The text for this book paralleled, but did not duplicate exactly, the contcnt of
the radio programs.

Thl: format for the discussion of each disease was as follows:
ta) symptoms of the disease
(b) dangers and complications
(c) prevention.

The text for the booklet was prepared by the Health Education Unit of the
Ministry of Health, with editorial changes suggested by thc Community Medi
cine Dcpartment of the University of Ihr es Salaam. The text was carefully
edited for stylc, vocabulary, and literacy level of the learners. Discussion ques
tions were provided. A group leaders' manual (sixteen pages), to be used in

• Abstracted from Mass CampalNlls alld Developmell/: Tile Tallzalliall lIealtlr EUI.'ca
tloll Campaigll alld Related Experlellces, by Budd R. Hall, Research Officer. Interna
tional Council for Adult Education, 1976.
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sions, was prepared. Seventy·five thousand copies were printed.

The r;;dio programs, twelve in all, Y. ~re based upon content recommende(l
by the Ministry of Health. TIle Health Education Unit of the Ministry actual
ly produced the program, with editorial assistance from R:~dio Tanzania.
These programs made extensive use of the voices of villagers talking about
their own experiences with the given health problem. The programs were a
dramatization of important problems using actors, and comments by or inter
views with health experts.

A massive campaign of advance publicity to recruit participants, large-sc::le
recruitment and training of discussion leaders, and all of the other tasks listed
in the preceding section were carried out according to a carefully prepared
timetable.

The campaign attempted to reach 750,000 adults living in 4,400 villages.
There were approximately 75,000 Iistener-discassion groups. Approximately
300,000 adults enrolled. TItus, about 40 percent of the target audience at least
enrolled as a study group member. Of those enrolled,about 75 percent attend
ed at least once. Attendance over the twelve-week period held up well, and
declined only moderately. The composition of the study groups contained a
preponderance of farmers and illiterate or semiliterate persons. Dcspite the
fact that the population of Tanzania is Muslim, with traditional restrictions
on the role of women, 48 percent of the enrollees were women.

Unfortunately, the arrangements for follow-up evaluation were not made
with the same precision and vigor as the educational effort itself, so that the
full imn 3ct of what appears to have been a 1110St successful program cannot be
adequately documented.

This health campaign asked each discussion group to undertake some pro
ject to improve the health conditions in their community. Destroying the
breeding places of mosquitoes, building and repairing latrines, digging or re·
pairing water wells to protect them from contamination are examples of proj
ects undertaken. Compliance with tlus aspect of the project seems t:> have
been very good, and-very substantial improvements in health conditiuns were
made throughout the nation.

A small experimental pretest versus posttest comparison with a control
group of persons who did not participate revealed that the members of the dis·
cussion groups learned an impressive amount about the specified diseases and
health problems during the twelve-week period, and significantly more than
twice as much as the control group.

A small survey of eight villages, to assess conditions before and after the
campaign, revealed a significant improvement in health conditions. Visits to
selected other villages after the campaign prod uced reports of numerous health
improvements made. The building of latrines and Increased lise of those al
ready built appears to have been a major outcome of the campaign.
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The report on this program concludes:

The .:ampaign clearly was (;ffective in many villages in creating an at
mosphere where genuine discussion and action could take place. Through
this campaign, hundreds of thousands of people have found that they
have control and power to change their environments themselves, [in
stead of) waiting until the government or party provides services. The
campaib1 served as a means to unleash the energy and creativity of the
people ti ving closest to the problems of village health -the villagers them·
se!' es. This confidence and willingness to discuss and act in a collective
manner may be one of the most important findings of the campaign. The
involvement of the full intelligence and creativity of peasant farmers is
an obvious factor in the rural development process.

These patterns of participation are certainly transferable to the dis·
cussion of other issues. Discussions of health lead naturally into dis
cussions of food, agricultural piactices, construction, and so on. The ba·
sic radio·learning-group·campaign framework is immensely flexible and
capable of being adapted to several different political, environmental,
or cultural climates. Its low cost, its effective use of social pressure as a
stimulus to learning, its use of the radio to reach groups and persons
not previously reached by formal educational programs, and its nonau
thoritarian learning structure seem to make the transition from place to
place quite well.

In accounting for the success of the Tanzanian program, Hall cites the fol
lowing factors:

(a) thorough planning well in advance of the broadcasting (eighteen
months)

(b) the existence of an active adult education field staff around which to
build the field organization

(c) strong national political support
(d) interministerial and interdepartmental cooperation of numerous

organizations
(e) limited scope of the campaign subject malter-not trying to do too

much in a single campaign
(f) use of all forms of communication-not only radio, but discussion,

massive national participation, and local community mobilization
(g) a political organization which strongly fosters democratic self

detern.ination by the masses and their participation in the planning
and implementation of their development plans.

Conclusion
Communicators have tended to take polarized positions with respect to

educational broadcasting. Those who want to reach large, massive audiences
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have dismissed it as "preaching to the already-converted." fhose who see it
as a potential instrulaent for using modern adult education techniques to
reach smaller but numerically important audiences desiring to learn have denio
grated entertainment·based broadcasting as superficial and manipulative. Each
seems to be emphasizing the limitations of the altemative approach. In prac
tice, each tends to make extensive use of the tools of the other. The educa
tional radio proponents make use of spot unnouncements and other tricks of
entertainmen t radio to recruit members. They atilize drama, music, and other
entertainment devices to maintain learner attention and interest. On the other
hand, the entertainment programmers do tHeir very best to make use of the
principles of adult learning in writing their soap operas, their spot announce
ments, and producing their variety shows.

There is no need to take sides in this debate. A well-planned program of
social development communication would make use of both approaches. Every
effort possible should be made to reach 100 percent of the radio audience
with brief bits of education injected wherever possible into the entertainment
programming. At periodic intervals, there needs to be special educational pro·
grams, well advertised in ad.ance, to consolidate the gains made by other com
munications and to attempt to precipitate action.

How far to go in the dIrection of radio forums as a strategy of educational
broadcasting will depend upon the urgency of the problem, the action desired,
and the local resources Too often those who denigra te radio forums have over
I .d the numerous indirect effects they have in organizing local communi·
tiel> LO take action with respect to a social development project. Also, too of
ten those who are strong proponen ts of radio forums tend to overlook the fact
that simple audience-building spot announcements (to alert and attract the in
terest of the public) in advance of educational broadcasts can accomplish
much of the effect which they attribute as a unique accomplishment of radio
forums.

Pos5ibly the most practical and economical use of educational radio pro
gramming for most social development projects is the periodic single·episode
program preceded by audience-building spot announcements and other pub·
IicitY,carefully planned and produced in order to give the vicarious experience
of group discussion to a mass audience. Meanwhile, the entertainment-based
programming described in other chapters of this manual should continue on a
sustained schedule. This combination of types of radio programming takes ad
vantage of the unique contributions of each while compensating for the limi
tations of each.



Chapter Eight

EXAMPLES OF THE USE OF RADIO
FOR SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Donald J. Bogue

The Problem of Audience Self·Selection

In developing countries, as in more developed countries, most efforts to
reach the population by "education programs" reach only a small fraction of
the desired audience. The following quotation from a study by the Mexican
Institute of Studies in Communication illustrates the point. (Although this
statement refers to television, it is equally valid for radio.)

Such programs (education programs) arc watched by very small sec·
tors of the population (ratings of education programs do not exceed 5
percent) belonging mostly to medium or high levels of education. The
audience that likes educatiol1al programs is a minority of the population,
and a minority which already has a high level of education. The majority
of the population, which does not have an adequate level of education,
does not expose itself to the educational programs. Nevertheless, a large
part of that majority docs expose itself to the entertainment program·
mingo The above considerations lead to the conclusion that one way to
maximize the degree of penetration in the audience, and above all to in·
crease the possibility of reaching the population in greatest need of edu·
cation (those with the lowest level of schooling) is to try out massive
education through entertainment programs.

If that is the case, it becomes essential to implement a different con·
cepe of education and not to insist on formal instruction because the
entertainment program wl·uld automatically cease to be one. Rather, the
effort should be directed through informal education; that is, the casual
but systematic education (incidental learning) of new values and pat·
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terns of behavior which can make the audience capable of developing
itself in the society to which they belong.

This new view of education through mass television contemplates
the following:

(a) Establishing communication through entertainment programs
can create massive education (education that would reach a
majority of the population)

(b) The type of education attainable through entertainment pro·
grams is informal education, or incidental learning.

(c) The objectives of this education is the solution of salient probe
lems relevant to the development of the society.

This philosophy, which has guided the preparation of this manual, is gen·
erally accepted as valid. It should consciously direct the efforts to reach the
great masses who need social development communication ill order to help
them adjust to their changing social :md economic l:onditions and to improve
their lot in life.

This chapter presents some selected examples of efforts to reach the
masses through radio programming. In many cases, the programming refers
to the topic of family planning (these were data that were available to the
authors). However, the valuable experience and insights incorporated in these
experiences are applicable in a much wider scope of social development pro
gramming. Reading these cases can stimulate the individual SD communicator
to see new vistas of programming for his particular project.

Tb; use of radio for excellent social development programming is now be·
coming very frequent. It was impossible to include all the examples of good
programming that have come to our attention. Almost certainly there arc
dozeo,; of additional examples which have not yet come to the attention of
the authors. The goal of this chapter is to illustrate what can be done in this
area, rather than present a complete inventory.

* * * * *

KENYA: A RADIO SERIES WHICH TEACHES
AS IT ENTERTAINS, AND HOW YOU CAN

REPRODUCE IT

[Abstracted [rom a report by Communication In[onnation
Service, UNICEF, NAIROBf]

III ({enya, the Swahili·language radio serial, "Zaa Na Uwatu1Ize" ("Giving
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Birth and Caring for Your Children") teaches about health as it entertains
listeners. The fifteen-minute weekly UNICEF-sponsored series has been pro
duced and broadcast since February, 1975.

The evaluation report, feedback from extension workers, and letters from
listeners confirm that educational messages arc getting across to the people.
A recent listeners' poll by the Kenya Government found overwhelming popu
larity among Kenyans. which led the radio st:ttion to request that the series
be broadcast at peak 1i~1~ning time-Saturday nights at 8:30 p.m.

The series stars Keny:.·s leading radio entertainers, "Mzco: (Old Man)
Pembe," "Kipanga," Jnd "Mama Njeri," and combines their sl:iIIs as commu·
nicators with the health-related expertisp of hea;.!l extension w0rkers from
the Ministry "f Health.

The format
The series is really a "soap opera" radio comedy which focuses on probe

lems of Mzee Pembe's large family. Mzee Pembe plays a caricature of an often
drunk, traditional, and very old-fashioned father of 16 children, who is the
husband of Mama Njeri. M;)ma Njeri plays the no·nonsense mother who cares
for the children and tries to prevent Mzee Pembe from drinking away the
family's resources so th;)t she will have enough money to clothe. feed, and
provide medical call.' for the children. Kipanga pluys an entire range of char
acters ':/110 visit M. ee Pembe at horne or run into him in town. Kipanga's
characters arc well-known to Kenyan audiences and include members of dif·
ferent tribes who speak a humorous blend of local languages and Swahili: a
European farmer, "Lord Muthaiga" (who speaks what he thinks is Swahili),
to "Bwana Mya," the health extension worker.

Typically, Mzee Pembe is visited in his home by one of Kipanga's charac
ters. 111is visitor serves as the "straight mari" in media terminology who points
out unhealthy practices in Mzec Pembe's home. In a very funny manner Mzee
Pembe rejects his friend's sensible advice, relying on various old·fashioned or
exaggerated extensions of traditional points of view to argue against modern
health practices. For example, the visitor might attempt to persuade Mzee
Pembe to feed his children foods other than ugali (porridge) or to take the
children to the clinic, but Mzee Pembe is not to be convinced. In ridiculous
terms he claims that ugali is the only food that children need to eat and that
witch-doctors arc better than clinics.

In certain of the later programs, Mzee Pembe learns several of the basic
health concepts. Although he is somewhat ambivalent about his newly ac·
qUired learning, he voices some support for progressive attitudes. In such
cases, when Mzee Pembe acts as "straight man," the visitor to the home serves
as the "fool." Despite this fleXibility in his character, Mzee remains an ardent
male chauvinist, believer in witchcraft, and cantankerous, drunken old man.

,-
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1ltis technique is an old advertising formula, based on the well-known phe
nomenon that in such a contrived situation the audience laughs at the old
fashioned arguments of the "fool" and identifies with the points that the
"straigt.t man" is putting across.

Preproduction
No scripts are used in the production of the radio show, but this doesn't

mcan that the shows are loosely organized. The first phase of production is a
meeting with the actors, health educators, and the UNICEF consultant. The
health points to be stressed are defined carefully in order to reinforce the
work of the Health Educulion Division field workers.

A free-flowing discussion session ensues, during which straightforward and
amusing ways to illustrate various health concepts are developed. Plots, char
acterizations, and jokes emerge and grow into a tight outline.

In the studio
From this meeting, all move to the studio to record. At the studio, various

sound effects such as cows mooing or children crying are cued to be mixed
into the background during recording.

Usually the studio is packed with visitors ranging from businessmen to gar
deners-all fans of the series. Mzee Pembe and Kipanga enjoy playing to such
a lively audience and get important feedback by watching expressions on the
visitors' faces. ntis "instant feedback" enables the actors to guage whether
their serious points about health as well as their jokes are being understood.

Hundreds of letters-fan mail, in fact-from all over East Africa are scanned
eagerly by all concerned. 1ltis feedback, combined with that of extension
workers fresh from the field, shapes the direction and issues on which forth
coming programs focus.

..

Breakdown of annual costs
Artists' fees:

Studio rental fees:
VOK broadcast time:
Consultant's fees:
Evaluation:

Total

$35 per show x 52 shows =$1,820 per artist,
per year
3 artists x 52 shows =$5,460
$42 per show x 52 shows = $2,200
$85 per show x 52 shows =$4,420
$1,000 per quarter (I3 shows) x 4 =$4,000
$2,000
$18,000

The per show cost (including all costs) is lelis than $350 per broadcast. If
three million listeners can be assumed (according to the Government's con
~rvative estimates), this is a cost of $0.0001 per listener for each broadcast.
It is intended that tapes of existing shows be rebroadcast. Recently, PBFL-



• 132 THE USE OF RADIO IN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

FAD has introduce,d the series in cassette listening forums with organized dis·
cussions, and cassette tapes of the series are being used in school Home Eco
nomics classes.

I
II

••

$1,000
$ 500
S 375
S 0

$1,875Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Replica~jon in Tanzania and Zambia
The Kenya series has recently been replicated in Zambia and Tanzania.

Although it is too early to have any firm results, it is clear that the premise of
the Kenya series holds: educational broadcasts can be produced that arc both
enjoyable and popular.

In Zambia, the costs for six months' production is SI ,875:

Local producer's fees-6 months. . . . . . . . .
UNICEF consultant-2 weeks . . . . . . . . .
Artists' fees-M.80 per show x 3 oerformers x 26 shows.
Recording facilities, broadcast time-public service

In Tanzania, the cost is even less. Production is organized by UNICEF in
oooperation wi th Radio Tanzania and the Ministry of Education.

UNICEF consultant-4 weeks. . . . . . . . .
Artists' fees-S3 per show x 3 performers x 52 shows .

Total. . . . . .

SI,OOO
$ 468

$1,468

Demonstration materials
English·language versions of thp. 'wo scripts with dubbed-in sound effects ._

arc being produced in cassette forrr.. Unfortunately, amusing local references,
plays on Swahili words, and mimicking of tribal accents cannot be conveyed
by verbatim translation; too mU~h of the humor is lost. The cassette tapes,
however, will illustrate the format and content of the series. A short fLIm on
production techniques is being contemplated. The film, if produced, should
be useful in "selling" the concept of using radio broadcasts in an entertaining
format to educate and to support development projects.

You can do it
Production ofan entertaining educational radio series is completely feasible

for everyone needing support communications. No esoteric technical knowl·
edge is necessary. TI,e key is to find entertainers who are already popular and
put them together with experts in the fields of health, family planning, or
whatever you wish to communicate. From that point, broadcasts evolve natu·
rally and easily. The experts know what to say and the entertainers know how
to say it.

Cassette tapes, plot outlines, and additional materials on production tech·
niques are available from UNICEF, Communications and Information Service
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(CIS), Nairobi. If you would like any assistance in planning radio projects,
please don't hesitate to write to CIS/Nairobi.

* * * * *
JAMAICA-NATIONAL FAMILY PLANNING BOARD:

USE OF RADIO IN FAMiLY PLANNING

[From a report submitted by Thelma Thomas,
National Family Planning IJoardj

I
Family Planning Radio Campaign 1970-1973

The National Family Planning Board launched its first mass media cam
paign in 1970, using radio, press, television, cinema, billboards. posters, and
bus interior posters, with the largest percentage of the advertising budget
spent on radio. The theme was "Plan your family--better your life." A num
ber of "slice-of-Iife" commercials of 45- to 30-second duration were devel
oped around this theme. These cOlllmercials were brief drumatizations of real
life situations with which people could easily identify; they were recnrded in
"patois," the popular dialect spoken by the majority of Jamaicans and under
stood by all. The voices used were characters from Jamaica's most popular
radio soap opera.

Radio Commercial 1
MUSIC:
BEV:

MOLLY:
BEV:

MOLLY:

ANNOUNCER:

REGGAE.
Listen no, Molly, I have a problem. I just can't get my
mother to agree with me about family planning at all.
I don't get you. How your mother come into it?
Well, when I tell her I was goin' to the Family Planning
Clinic, she fly into one temper! She claim I'm too young
and innocent, that I going learn things before my time....
Too young, eh? Take my advice, you see, Beverly. Invite
your mother to go with you. She might learn a lot. As
much as you!
Family Planning concerns us all-visit your doctor or the
nearest Family Planning Clinic. Plan your family. Better
your life.

Radio Commercial 2
AUNT ETHEL: Wait! Is this time o'night you comin' home, Pretty·Wee?
PRETTY·WEE: Cho, don't quarrel, Aunt Ethel. I was just having some fun.

Me and Harold and Mikey....

J
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AUNT ETHEL:

PRETTY·WEE:
AUNT ETHEL:

PREITY·WEE:
AUNT E1 HI~L:

ANNOUNCER:

TilE USE OF RADIO IN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

Mm-nun. Boys give fun. But a young girl like you should
look to protect yourself from having babies before you'
time.
Cho, Auntie, the boys like me and I like them, that is all.
You won't look so good when you have a few pickney,
though. Young girls like you want to stay good·looking,
them don't get pregnant too young!
So what must I do, Auntie?
Every young girl should go to a doctor or to the Family
Planning Clinic for help anti a~vice. You don't have to get
pregnant if you don't want to.
Plan your family! Better your life!

The primary objective of the commercials was to create an awareness of
family planning and its benefits. At the end of this campaign, the Board com·
missioned a market research company to undertake a complehensive in-depth
research study of the level of penetr::tion, communication, and understanding
of the campaign. The results of the survey showed some spontaneous feed·
back of the slogan "Plan your family, better your life," and some respondents
-women in particular-could recall some of the commercials. There was an al
most universal feeling that "Plan your family, better your life" was a reason
able piece of advice. Many respondents, regardless of their ability to recall
specific advertisements, interpreted the dominant message of the over·all fam·
ily planning advertising campaign to be "stop having children" or "don't have
children."

Observations
I. The campaign achieved its basic objective of bringing about an aware

ness of the issue of family planning.
2. The radio theme and the radio campaign overall was memorable and

well accepted.
3. There was negative reaction to the family planning campaign as a whole,

stemming from the fact that the dominant theme in the two visual media
(press and billboards) was different from the radio theme. Press and billboard
carried as their major theme the message "You don't have to get pregnant,"
with the "plan your family, better your life" slogan being the secondary
message.

4. The entire campaign was a philosophical one, extolling the advantages
of family planning, but did not offer contraceptive facts (Le., the variety of
metk Js available and their correct usage).
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II
1974-World Population Year

During this year, the National Family Planning Board did not conduct any
mass media campaign. However, while there was this hiatus in advertising,
radio was used in a number of ways to keep the family planning issue in public
focus.

The Board hosted a luncheon for disc jockeys and other radio and tele·
vision personalities, radio commentators, program planners, and producers.
This was designed to give them firsthand information on the objectives of the
family planning program, to hear their views, and to correct any miscon·
ceptions they might have. The Board also sought and received their coopera
tion in promoting family planning on radio.

Following this meeting:
I. A population fact sheet was prepared and distributed to disc jockeys

and to those radio personalities who had their own shows. This fact sheet con
sisted of a number of one-line statements-brief, simple, and informative-on
some aspect of the family planning population issue, and were read each day
on a number of radio programs.

2. Disc jockeys selected a number of pop songs which were currently pop·
ular and which concerned children, the playing of which was either prefaced
by, or ended with, a family planning message. For example,

(a) "In the Ghetto"
(b) "Where Do the Children Play"
(c) "God Bless the Children"
(d) "Nobody's Child."

3. A popular Jamaican recording artist, on his own initiati....e, wrote a song
on family planning which enjoyed immense popularity.

4. Officers of the National Family Planning Board made numerous appear
ances on radio "talk shows."

It is worthy of note that all of the above represented free air time.

III
Radio Advertising 1975

Based on the results of the 1974 research study, the National Family Plan·
ning Board launched Phase 2 of its advertising program with the following
broad objectives:

I. to reawaken in the public a sense of responsibility toward family life
2. to establish family planning as a vehicie for improving the quality of life
3. to give simple and factual information on each contraceptive method.

The audience was identified as:
I. 17re new generation: young people who have the right basic attitude

towards family planning but who need factual information and guidance in
family life education and contraception;
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2. TI,e misill!omzed generatioll: those p~rsons, young and old, who have
misconceptions of the real purpose of family planning, based on erroneous
information or a misunderstanding of the issue.

Strategy
The new theme established was "Have a Heart" -in other words, care about

)"ur family, care about your life, care about their lives. This theme was car
ried on all media, in a three-faceted campaign.

I. FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION
(Thirty-second radio commercials and jingles)
These dealt with the joys of a family unity, the problems of family dis
unity and the inter-relationship of family members.

Family Ufe Education
RADIO PROGRAM NO: 56
PUBERTY
What Shall! Tell My SOil?

Have you noticed how many books have been written for girls about
growing up? And how hard it is to get one about boys'? It's like boys
don't need to know about the changes that take place ill their bodies!
You know, they need to know about the changes that take place in girls
too, in order to be considerate, understanding, and act responsibly.

How many of you listening now have told your sons what to expect?
Does your boy know that about the time he starts to change voice, and
hair begins to grow on his chin and body, that he can become a father'!
Because it is about this time that his body begins to produce sperm.
Sperm is produced in the testicles and is stored in the body. It travels in
a fluid and is then called semen. Many boys discharge semen while
sleeping-having wet Jreams or nocturnal emissions as we say. This is
perfectly normal. Your boy should also understand that he might be
come a little extra clumsy at this age, and will probably have strong de
sire for sexual intercourse. However. he doesn't need to have intercourse
because no harm will come to him if he doesn't.

Tell him also that teenage or younger girls have monthly periods of
bleeding which is called menstruation. Explain what causes menstru
ation and that girls can become pregnant at this age even though they
are not yet mature enough to be mothers.

Have you taught him that boys should allow their sisters privacy
when they are menstruating? And that they ought to be considerate and
understanding if girls are a bit weepy, or having pain, or don't feel like
playing games, going swimming, and so on. If they understand how girls

•
I

J

J
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•

feel, they might be more considerate and not ask questions which can
embarrass their sisters and friends.

An important point to make is, that although he has strong sexual
feelings, he should respect a girl's decision. If she says NO, accept this,
and have fun together in other ways.

Yes, YOllr son can become a father at this early age. But is he ready
to guide, proter-t, and maintain a child? Is his girlfriend ready to be a
real mother in every sense of the word? Parenthood is for mature
people. No harm in waiting until the time is ripe. Docs your son under·
stand this?

Do make sure your sons and daughters understand how their bodies
will work before they start having these changes.

Tltis program is sponsored by the National F1mily Planning Board
and is prepared by their Committee on Family Life Education in sup·
port of Family Year.

RADIO PROGRAM Ntl . 7
TEENAGE PREGNANCY
Ozildrell Havillg Ozildrell

Did you know that in one year at Jubilee Hospital alone 4,000 teen·
age girls had babies? That's not for one whole island you know, that's
just for OJle hospital. As I see it this is a very, very serious thing happen.
ing in our country, young children giving birth to babies. What happens
to the girl who gets pregnant while she is at school? More likely than
not she will "drop out" of school and never find the chance to finish
the schooling. Now I ask you, what chance docs this child have of get
ting a good job to provide for herself and the baby? And who is to look
after the baby when she goes out to work? More and more young peo
ple leave school and go on to learn a skill or go to a college and advance
their education. Certainly, those arc the young people who arc going to
be finding jobs. No two ways about it, it is very hard for an uneducated
youngster to find a job. Things get worse and worse as you get older.
Plenty mature women arc looking for jobs and can't find any because
they had their first baby at fifteen or earlier and just never went any
further with their schooling.

We arc living in progressive times now and we must look to help each
other to progress.

Progress means that we help our young people to get a good edu
cation. Progress means that we stop seeing school children going to have
babies at Jubilee and other hospitals or at home.

Remember the Family Planning Clinics arc not just for giving contra
ceptive methods and services, they are also set up to give sound advice
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and help to men and women and to boys and girls.
Till next time ...
This program is sponsored by the National Family Planning Board

and is prepared by their Committee on Family Life Education.

National Family Planning Board
5 Sylvan Avenue, P.O. Box 287
Kingston 5, JAMAICA W.1.

February, 1977.

2. THE MIRACLE OF LIFE
(Five·minute radio program)
These commercials dealt with the reproductive system and how it works
during puberty and adolescence.

3. CONTRACEPTIVE EDUCATION
(Five·minute radio program)
These dealt exhaustively with all methods of contraception, their effective·
ness, side-effects, and contraindications.

Frequency
Radio commercials aired six days weekly, an average of five times per da~'

at peak listening times.
Five-minute programs were scheduled three times weekly on one station

between 6:00-6:45 p.m. on Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday. They were
aired two times weekly on another station between 9:00-9:30 p.m. on Sun·
days and Tuesdays.

Observations
1. The 30'second commercials have the advantage of being less costly and

hence enjoy frequent exposure.
2. Because of the nature of the topics being dealt with in this phase of the

National Family Planning Board's advertising and the need for detailed infor·
mation, the program·type format was used.

3. The presenter of these programs is one of Jamaica's most popUlar radio
and television personalities, as well as a very accomplished actress. Her pre·
sentation of the program is more of a dramatization than a "lecture."

4. The disadvantage of these five·minute radio programs is that the times
chosen for broadcast are based mainly on availability from the radio stations;
thus, there is no guarantee of getting them on prime time. In other words,
when the programs were being scheduled at the start of the campaign, the
Board had to settle for those slots which were available.

5. In order to ensure maximum listenership, 3 x 30 second "promotional"
commercials were made. These were played during the commercial break on
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the most popular radio programs on both stations.
For examplc:
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CLIENT: ---,N:..;.::.at::.:,io;::;n:.:,:a:.:,I..:.F..::a:.:.:m:.:.:i.:..l1y,-P:..:I"",a:.:,nn""i:.:.:n""g..:.B.."o:.::a..:.;rd::.-_
PRODUCT: _P:..:r;";;;o""m""o",:,t""io:.:,n.:.::a",-I...;;C...;;o:.:.:m.;.;.m:.:.c:.:,r.;;.c;;.;;ia,,,-1 _
CODE NO: --:.F.::.P....:7=6~/O=2 _
LENGTH: -->3...0.....s""cc""'o:.:.n....d""'s _

TITLE: _·~·t.IJlaOLly~e...auH~ca....r...t'_· _

JINGLE IN.

ANNOUNCER:

nNGLE:
ANNOUNCER:

The decision to use a contraceptive mcthod or what we call
Family Planning methods carrics along with it ... certain
responsibilities. Contraccption is not freedom for irrespon
sible behaviour but one of the ways to hclp us achicve our
goals in life ... and there arc a lot of methods from which
to choose, but one thing is sure ... any method is better
than no mcthod at all.
Show you can protect thcm ....
For more advicc on how to improve your family lifc, listen
to this station at 7:10 and Sunday at 9:30. Have a hcart.

6. While thcrc have not yet bccn any formal survey as to thc success of thc
campaign, thcrc c:re some indications of thcir popularity and acceptance.

(a) The National Family Planning Board has had to increase the staff of
its Advice Bureau because of the vast numbcr of Icttcrs requesting
copies of thc radio scripts, and othcr information on family planning
an1 family life cducation.

(b) One radio station, on its own initiativc, rebroadcast the scripts on
anothcr program, with appropriate background music and commcn
tary.

(c) Another station, also without solicitation, offcred thc National Family
Planning Board a fifteen-minute slot each week on a morning
magazine-format show. This is in thc form of a talk by an officer of
the Board, with appropriate comments, questions, and discussion by
the program host. This segment of thc program was so well received
that the time was extended to half an hour. Listcners are invited to
write in to the program to have their particular problem area discussed.
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* * * * *
IRAN: THE ROLE OF RADIO IN SOLVING SOME OF THE

SOCIAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL PROBLEMS
OF ADOLESCENTS AND YOUNG ADULTS

[From a report by Prof. Ebrahim Rashidpour,
School ofEducation, University 0/ Tehran] '.",'

Developing countries are in a process of rapid social change. People leave
their villages, which are traditional, famiiy-oriented, and familiar, for large
cities which have a much faster-paced, more fragmentary life style. In this new
environment they may become confused and disoriented. Frequently they
marry outside their village group. Often they find themselves in conllict with
their families and experience an intensified generation gap. Most of these up
rooted il.dividuals at some time experience intense isolation and alienation.

The rural people also experience isolation. Rapid expansion of communi
cation brings to them the exciting news of life in towns, particularly by radio.
Their desires and sense of frustration may be raised as they compare their
ideas and fantasies about other life styles with their own dnily lives.

Individuals in both groups look to mass communication media as ready and
available sources of answers to their problems. Thl<; is particularly true of
adolescents. It is possible that mass media, especially radio, could meet some
of these psychological needs by providing counselling and acting as a social
referral agency. There is evidence that the young population already sees radio
in this role and is open to communicate with it.

In 1973 and 1974, I worked with one of the most popular radio programs
in Iran, the daily youth program. It was a one-hour daily network educational
program designed to inform and entertain the youth population between the
ages of 13 and 21. Every day from 5:00 to 6:00 p.m., which is prime time for
radio listening in Iran, popular music was played and subjects such as sport,
art, Iranian tradition and c~lture, psychological and sociological ideas and
issues, problems com~(\~ to contemporary youth, and other topics relating
to general information were discussed.

Most of the subjects and topics for discussion were chosen on the basis of
the problems which repeatedly appeared in the letters of the program. We
received about 200 letters per day. Well over 90 percent of them were per
sonal. The contents of these personal letters were so revealing that we could
hardly discuss them on the air. Repeatedly we informed our listeners that we
were not prepared to give individual advice to individual people bUl still the
letters came.

The more I paid attention to those letters, the more I became interested in
young peo.,le who asked for help from a medium that because of its nature
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and responsibility could not even give them recognition. All these letters were
requests for attention. Frequently they were urgent requests for help with
health, occupational,emotional, social, and other problems. Although most of
the letters were from the newly literate, some were from the illiterate who
had them written by friends or neighbors. For some, their letters were des
perate cries for help.

Who arc these people? Why are they writing about their very personal prob
lems to a rather nonpersonal medium of communication such as radio? How
significant are these letters? Could we know more about the personal problems
of young persons of the country by analyzing the contents of these letters?
Could we use the radio in developing countries as a referral agency to help
people in remote areas and those who do not know about the eXisting agen
cies? Can radio extend its functions to become a therapeutic social service by
attempting to interacl with its listeners and helping them to explore, relive,
and interpret feelings of tension, fear, and anxiety? Can radio act as a referral
agency, putting its listeners in touch with needed services?

I believe that a well-trained radio personality could offer considerable
support through a radio program which attempts to perform the functions
listed above. He could be both a role model and a source of practical help. He
must maintain a receptive, caring, nonjudgmental attitude. Unlike many other
adults in the adolescent environment, such a person should neither preach nor
condemn. Instead, he should help his listeners see the different dimensions of
their problems and gain a better perspective on them. Perhaps in conjunction
with such a program the station could begin a special newsletter and set up
radio clubs for therapeutic purposes.

Much more needs to be known about the audience of adolescent radio lis
teners, especially the social and psychological problems they are facing. We
need to consider, and experiment with, radio as an additional medium of help
in resolving those problems.

* * * * *

ST. KITTS-NEVIS FAMILY PLANNING ASSOCIATION:
RADIO PROGRAMMING FOR FAMILY PLANNING

[From a report by C.S. Elmes, Executive Secretary,
St. Kitts-Nevis Family Planning Association]

The St. Kitts-Nevis Family Planning Association commenced its radio pro
gramming in May, 1972. The scripts contain propaganda material extolling
the advantages of family planning in general, and giving information about
the sources from which contraceptive materials and devices, as well as advice
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about their me, can be obtained. Spots I to 10 fulfill the broad objective of
emphasizing advantages of family planning; spots II to 21 are aimed specifl
cally at teenagers and young adults; spots 22 to 27 take a more direct ap
proach by mentioning some of the contraceptives that are obtainable. No
listener·reseJrch exercise has ever beery conducted to ascertain the extent to
which the spots have been effective, but judging from the increase in the num
ber of clinical acceptors and from criticisms made about some of the scripts,
it is a reasonable assumption that an impact of some sort is being made on the
listening public.

General family planning
I. You need not have more children than you really want, and you should

not want more children than you can really care for.
Then, why not plan your fami(v?

2. Do you have enough living space at home for your children? Can you find
enough food, clothing, and shelter for them every day? Do you have
enough time to spend on their care and up-bringing? Before having more
children, think carefully about these things. Study family planning. Visit
your family planning clinic and consult your Ilealtll nurse or your family
planning Social Worker for any advice you may need.

3. Education is a very important thing now·a-days, and a good education
takes money-plenty of it. What about the education of your children? Re
member, you cannot save well enough for this unless you plan your family.
Plan wisely, plan now! Your Ilealtll nurse or your family planning social
worker will assist you at your family plannin;; clinic. Visit your clinic now.

4. There is an old saying which runs: "Cut your garment to suit your cloth."
You will doubtless agree that this is a sensible thing to do. Try this out
with your family. Consider your means. Make plans beforehand for the
number of children you want, and when you want them; and save your·
self a great deal of worry and embarrassment. This is what family planning
is all abouLAccept family planning. Get in touch with your Ilealtll nurse or
your family planning social worker by visiting your family planning clinic.

S. Everyone knows that famous nursery rhyme about the old woman who
lived in a shoe. You don't have to reach a point where you are forced to do
what the old woman did, because there was no happiness in what she did
either for herself or her children. If you are thinking of raising a family,
plan allead in order to be able to satisfy fully the needs of each me mber of
your family. No problems arise where needs are fully met. Practice family
planning. Join your family planning clinic and learn how.

6. Visit your Family Planning Clinic for free advice and free service. Family
Planning works. Try it!
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7. "Have babies by choice, not by chance." Go to your Family Planning
Clinic and learn how you can have your babies when you want them and
can best care for them.

8. For every family-a healthy mother, a happy father, and healthy, happy
children. Family Planning wili ensure these goals for you. Visit your
Family Planning Clinic for information and advice.

9. Visit your Family Planning Center. You arc welcome to go in, just look
around, and find out how family planning can help you.

10. Make family planning a way of life. It pays diVidends. Have you visited
your Family Planning Clinic yet'! If not, why delay? Go now, and learn
how to control the size of your family and so increase your chances of
being happy.

Teenagers and youth
I I. Many girls and young women often find themselves on the way to be

coming mothers before they arc ready to take on this responsibility.
Would you like to save yourself the disappointment and anxiety which
can be caused by an unwanted pregnancy? Then visit your Family Plan·
ning Clinic or your Family Planning Center for useful information and
advice.

12. How, now? Lonely? Deserted? Despondent? It need not happen to you.
A talk with your Health Nurse or Family Planning Social Worker could
have saved you from this. Yes, Family Planning helps you to enjoy life by
giVing you the knowledge for care-free liVing.

13. For men only! Would you be more careful if it could happen to you?
Having children and caring for them takes time, money, and hard work.
That is why women need to spaC'~ their children well. See your Family
Planning Advisors about this.

14. You will no doubt want a family of your own some day. You can choose
what your future will hold for you by planning ahead. In so doing, put
first things first. Get as much schooling as you can. In choosing someone
to love and live with, there's more to it than sex. Choose your partner
and establish a horne; before having your baby. Discuss this plan with
your Family Planning Advisor at your nearest Family Planning Clinic.

IS. Parents, worry and hunger face the oversized family; therefore keep yours
small and live a happier, healthier life. Visit your Family Planning Clinic
today ifyou need advice on how not to become pregnant when you don't
want another baby.
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16. Men, did you know a moment's pleasure could cost S3,640'! That's how
much you may have to pay over 14 years if your girlfriend gets pregnant.
Take warning and aVOli~ needless trouble and expenses!

17. Girls, did you know Y01:r whole life changes when you have a child'! Par
ticularly an unwanted chUd! You may lose your job, your schooling
comes to an end, and y:-::llf future is sacrificed for the child. Think care·
fully and dOll't have a baby you don't want.

18. Girls, getting prcgnHn! r'lf a man you are friendly with just to get money
from him won 't",,-l( k. A few dollars may be alright when the baby is
young but it won't buy food and clothes when the child is older ... Qnly
have a child for a man you know will stick by you.

,9. Fathers and molher~ take note: as the size of your family increases your
ability to feeci it decreases. Therefore, plan your family and you won't
have to worry. Do your part to improve your standard of living! Visit
your Famii/ Pl:!I"lJIing Ciinic today!

20. Girls, why go through the anxiety of an unwanted pregnancy, when you
can visit your nearest drugstore or Family Planning Clinic for advice?

21. When you have a baby you have a responsibility towards that child. A
baby is not a doll; it is a human being who is entitled to the b,~st that you
can give it. Don't get pregnant if you're not ready for that responsibility.

Methods of contraceptives
22. Today, you don't have to have a baby unless you want one. Think care·

fully; do you want one now or would you rather wait awhile'! You can
get family planning information and supplies of condoms, pills, foam tab·
lets, and a three·month injection free, at your nearest lIealth Center or at
your Family Planning Association Clinic.

23. Having babies too close together can 0e dangerous-both for mother and
her new baby. Today, there is a variety of Family Planning methods-in
cluding condoms, pills, foam tablets, and a three-month injection, which
are available to help you space your children. See your Health Nurse or
your Family Planning Association for free information.

24. Young man-think! A paternity suit car. be very expensive. Make love
carefully. Rub out troubles before they start! Get your rubbers from
your Family Planning Clinic today.

25. Girls: a job is hard to come by. Don't drop your chance even more by
dropping out of school because of a baby. You have plenty of time to
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become pregnant in future, but only a few years at school. Make love
with care. Visit your Family Planning Clinic for guidance in avoiding a
pregnancy.

26. Women-life is hard and an extra mouth can only make it harder. Do you
really want another baby now, or would you rather wait a while? Re
member-it takes two to make a baby; but is he going to support it?
Why not wait until you settle down and your future is assured?

27. Ladies! Think of the things you can do,
When there's no baby to humbug you!
Shopping, the cinema, eating out, the beach on week-cnds
If you have a baby, you are responsible for it, and your freedom is ended.
Think! You don't have to get pregnant. Consult your Family Planning
Clinic today.

* * * * *

THAILAND: RADIO PROGRAMMING FOR FAMILY PLANNING

The National Family Planning Program of Thailand realizes that radio is the
best mass medium in reaching the people and arousing them to accept new
concepts.

Since 1973 the activities concerning radio programs on family plannin
information have been divided by the NFPP into two methods.

I
Radio Program Arranged by Central Unit

The officers of Public Relations and Information of the National Family
Planning Program are in contact with all radio stations in Thailand in order to
produce and broadcast the radio program "Happy Hour with the NFPP." Each
radio program lasts for 30 minutes and is broadcasted once a week (over all
radio stations).

Structure of radio program
The program provides family planning information and modern folk songs.

The style of the program is changed each week:
• folk songs are interwoven with explanations of family planning
• letters from listeners concerning problems of contraceptive methods are

L
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answered
• specialists in family planning activities such as doctors, nurses, and others

and also acceptors are in terviewed in order LO know of misunderstanding
and good or bad results

• popular songs are alternated with explanations for family planning or
spot announcements concerning family planning activities.

The contents of the program aim to provide interesting information con
cerning each contraceptive method, clinics, the progress in many aspects of
international family planning, and problems which might have occurred from
any misunderstandings or rumors concerning contraception and population
problems. All these emphasized that providing accurate knowledge and under
standing to the people is more important than motivating them. The words
used in explanation arc very simple in Thai central language, and the program
nler trie:> to avoid medical or technical terms as much as possible.

The themes of the 52 radio programs "Happy Hour with NFPP" broadcast
during January-December, 1976 were as follows:

Content

Contraceptive pill
Con traceptive injection
I.V.D. . .
Condom .
Steriliza tion and rumors
Vasectomy and rumors.
Answering listeners' letters
General health problems
Population problem. . .
Handbook for couples . .
Selection for male or female sex baby

Times

6
5
6
5
5
7
5
5
5
3
2

The opera tion of the central unit until now has received cooperatinn from
35 radio stations for broadcasting programs, covering the listeners from all the
country (71 provinces).

Evaluation
At present the interest of the listeners is evaluated by their letters sent to

the program asking for explanation and information concerning contraceptive
methods. The Public Relations and Information section has produced papers
concerning more than 10 types of family planning knowledge and distributed
them freely to anyone requesting them. Usteners from everywhere in Thailand
send in about 200 to 300 letters each month. These letters are analyzed semi
annually as to source, date, and contraceptive problem that was most ques-
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tioned. This method evaluates the needs of the listeners, their understanding
of the program's content, and any rumors or misconceptions about contra
ceptive methods so that the programmer can explain facts clearly to the
listeners.

II
Radio Program Arranged by Provincial Health Office

Under a policy of decentralization of activities, provinces with local radio
stations have been assigned by NFPP to arrange radio programs themselves
over these stations. The NFPP supports them by giving them a budget for each
year.

Structure of the radio programs
Each provincial health officer is free to arrange the radio program in any

style that will reach the people in his district. Officers make usc of local folk
songs, local shows, question-and·answer sessions on health, and other activities
that will please their audience. But 25 percent of the content in each program
must concern family planning. Each program is broadcast for 30 minutes once
a week or is broadcast every day for 10 to 15 minutes. Provincial health offi·
cers send radio scripts and the results of activities to the central Public Rela
tion and Information section. At present there are about 42 provincial health
offices that arranged radio programs and received budgets from the NFPP.

* * * * *

COLOMBIA: PROMOCION DE PROYECTOS
COLOMBIANOS (PROCO L)

[Abstracted from a report by Victor Mora]

A radio campaign to reach rural folk (campesinos) for family planning is
summarized as follows:

We use different mass media to reach campesillo audiences. Radio is one of
the major components because it is the best means to reach isolated campesinos
who don't know how to read, don't care for reading, or simply don't have
time to read. This is a sound reason to use radio intensively for family plan
ning campaigns all over the world. We have had different radio programs:

• radio spots, up to 12 times a day
• IS-minute programs,S days a week, most of them dramatized



]48 TilE USE or RADIO IN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

..

I

J
I
=

• drama: 30-minute episodes
• combined program of music and very short messages on family planning.

Observations
Drama has been the most successful program for campesitlOs who do enjoy

it; they get messages rather easily and take them seriously according to hun
dreds of letters received from them.

Scriptwriters were oriented so that they understood both the target popu
lation and the messages on family planning. We found that it was easier for the
few people in charge of the programs to understand some basic principles
about communication than for radio speakers to understand the basic aspects
of family planning.

Before starting a radio campaign, a serious study was made of people's
opinions, customs, etc., in order to avoid mistakes tha t could create negative
reactions.

Feedback should be promoted even if some incentive is necessary. Campe·
sinos usually don't have time to write. They find it rather hard to pay for
postage, but they arc willing to do it if, for instance, it is announced that the
best let ters will be published or if they will have the chance to win something
like radios or books. By doing this, within a few years we received more than
40,000 leiters from campesillos.

* * * * *

MAURITIUS: MIN]STRY OF HEALTH,.FAMILY PLANN]NG,
MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH SERVICES

[From a report of the Director ofFamily Planning
and Maternal and Qli/d Health Services]

The Family Planning and Maternal and Child Health Services of the Minis
try of Health start~d using radio broadcasts regularly in its family planning
motivational campaigns in 1974. However, the Mauritius Family Planning
Association and Action Familiale, two voluntary family planning organiza·
tions, have been using radio in their communication programs for a long time.

The best time here for radio broadcasts on family planning is when house·
wives are busy with their daily chores. As a rule, people prefer listening to
radio only when they are engaged in doing things. Housewives are, in fact, the
target audience of these programs which are broadcast during the day when
radio still offers its attraction (not being superseded by television's regular
programs in the evening). Signature tunes have been found to be stimulating,
since they help the public identify the programs.
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TIlis brings up the point of contents. It is a known fact that the subject
family planning has been stigmatized and is still generally considered "taboo."
The way the message is delivered must be carefully planned. For example,
speaking on methods, we found it best to adopt the careful approach of not
being too direct and open while at the same time avoiding over-simplicity.
Whatever is said on radio is taken over and elaborated by the field personnel
through individual contacts or group meetings where much more intimacy is
felt. Tltis also allows our radio broadcasts to become part of a multimedia mix.

As we use the mas~ media to a large extent in our family planning cam·
paigns, we must also be certain that the population does not see it as a crash
campaign and become inured to family planning. To avoid this, we feel it bet·
ter to term our programs "Family Welfare" and at times to insert family plan
ning messages only in a subtle way and avoid direct motivation. For instance,
we believe it beller to bring out such messages as "Family Planning must be
practiced in the interest of children already born" rather than disseminating
messages like "Don't have too many children...." Stress is laid on the spacing
concept rather than the terminative aspect of family planni/lg; the relationship
existing between mother's health and family planning is exploited. Emphasis
5 placed on positive aspects rather than negative ones, and the mcssag..: content
should suit the audience susceptibilities.

As for the form, programs in the form of radio serials, dialogues, inter·
views, and sketches are much more attractive than monologue programs. Of
course, the audience appreciates lively programs that at the same time remain
faithful to the local scenes.

* * * * *

THE PHILIPPINES: NATIONAL OFFICE OF MASS MEDIA

[From a report submitted by
lames B. Reuter, S.l.]

In the Philippines, the National Office of Mass Media is affiliated with the
Roman Catholic Church. It writes material on family life and family planning
for 19 radio sta tions, all over the country. Without making an open break with
traditional Catholic doctrine, as taught in the local parishes, these programs
seek to promote thought, ,)n all levels, in the Catholic Church: among the
common people, among th.: priests and nuns, and among the hierarchy. It is a
belief of those who sponsor this activity that their programs are changing ways
of thinking and feelipg-that fundamental social change is being stimulated.
The following report is written as a human interest story.

l1li
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"Manang Lisa"

Manang Lisa is a radio personality. She appears for five minutes each day,
on Station DXDD, in Ozamis, Misamis Occidental. She comes in, as a live per
sonality, after a daily radio drama on family life, called: "Mr. and Mrs."
Manang Li~a is married. She is relatively short, plump, and joyous. She comes
on the air with great vitality, talking to housewives, all over the northwestern
part of Mindanao. The listening audience is-potentially-one million people.
DXDD, her station, is the most popular in northern Mindanao.

Manang Lisa talks about the family. She talks to simple people about the
normal problems of everyday life. The drama which Manang Lisa interprets,
for the grassroot housewives of Ozamis, was planned carefully in a national
meeting. The broadcasters assembled from all over the Philippines. The Philip.
pine Federation of Catholic Broadcasters has 19 radio stations, almost all of
them rural. Their unanimous recommendation was to use drama. The daily
(.!:ama is the strongest show in the whole of Philippine broadcasting. This is
true all over the country, in the cities as well as in the rural areas. Next came
the planning of the drama. The most authoritative figure in Philippine daily
life is the teacher. Therefore, the wife in the radio family was the teacher. The
husband was the chief of police. The children ranged from teenagers down to
seven years old. This opened up the whole life of the barrio to the daily epi·
sodes in the drama.

It was also discovered from the long experience that the best way to pre
sent a daily drama is one complete story a week. The episode begins on Mon
day, ends with a cliffhanger-some terribly dramatic incident, which might be
life or death-continues through Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and
comes to its conclusion on Saturday. Sunday is a rest day. On the next week,
the story continues with the same family and the same characters, but a new
episode. The cast is so strong that anyone of them could be the hero or hero
ine for any episode.

The coordinator, Manang Usa, reads the script and listens to the drama
before it is broadcast. After the episode, she breatWessly comes on the air
reflecting on the story. Or she comes on with private announcements of her
own, which are of special interest on the local front.

The program is always in the local dialect. English, in the Philippines, is a
foreign language. The dialect is the language of the people, the h.. Juage of the
homes, the language they speak when they really want to say something. Eng·
lish is the formal language of the school, but when a barrio man is speaking
English, he never says anything that is really important to him. When he is
touched, he speaks in the dialect.

When this series was in the planning stage, it was necessary to have some·
thing to provoke correspondence, something to give away. Pamphlets on fam·
ily planning were prepared. The pampWets covered love, courtship, marriage,
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and children. These are the most interesting and dynamic subjects for rural
people, who live most of their lives in the home.

The bl.st kind of printed matter for the rural people in the Philippines is
the comic book. It is read more completelY, more thoroughly, more intensive
ly, with more actual impact on the mind and the life, th..n any other form of
printed malter. The fact has been proven, on all fronts, not only by sociolo·
gists and anthropologists, but by printers whose business is making money.
The best approach to the people of the Philippines, if you are going to do it
through print, is the comic book. Therefore, the family planning pamphlets are
comics. They are used until they are worn-out. Each pamphlet of 16 pages
costs 23 centavos. This is less than three cents in American money.

Manang Usa appears on radio, coming into the homes of her listeners,
intimately, warmly, regularly, every night. She sends them pamphlets which
arc comic b,.~oks, the kind of magazine that her audience understands and
loves. The pamphlets strengthen everything that Manang Lisa has said. On
weekends Manang Lisa travels around to the villages where she talks to the
single people about family problems. And she carries the necessary equipment
for family planning with her.

* * * * *

THE UNITED STATES: BROADCASl PROGRAMMING
FOR VOLUNTARY STERILIZATION

[From a report submittul by Betty Gonzales, R.H.,
Association [or Voluntary Sterilization, fnc.]

During the late 1960s and early 1970s, the Association for Voluntary Ster
ilization (AVS) carried on an intensive program of public education in the
United States via the air waves. When this campaign began, few reople were
aware that sterilization could be used as a method of family planning. Most
people thought it was illegal, and professionals were no more knowledgeable
than the public.

First exposure of this subject, then considered controversial, was on a pro
fessional basis. A dignified physician wa~ the guest speaker on a variety of
shows which were arranged, with great difficulty, by AVS. Gradually, media
contacts began to realize that the subject could be discussed over the air, al·
though much care was taken to assure that the talk was identified as a pro·
fessional medical program.

Tex McCrary, who had one of the best known radio talk shows in the 1960s,
was the first person to change the manner of presentation. He wanted to add

r--
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human interest, and requested that AVS supply a woman who had decided to
have a luballigation to end her childbearing. He wan ted a testimonial by some
one with whom the audience could identify-the lady-next-door type. It suc
ceeded. Mail poured into AVS from women writing to the guest who had
appeared on the program, calling her by her first name, and writing as though
to a friend. Other radio stations followed the pattern and soon AVS had a core
ofmen and women who were able to be guest speakers on programs across the
nation.

Initially, AVS was so eager for radio exposure tl1at it responded to every
beck and call. Its mass mailings uffered a variety of speakers with differing
backgrounds and areas of expertise to radio program directors. And the pro
gram directors were allowed to select the appearance dates. Speakers were
being asked to appear everywhere in a sporadic pattern. A complete change in
the mode of operation was called for.

In the system began in 1971, AVS first made a rough itinerary for a partic
ular area. AVS then telephoned the station, spoke to the appropriate person,
told him of the plans to have a speaker in that city on a specific date, and
offered to make that speaker available if the station was interested in dis
cussing the subject of volul1';>.:y sterilization. Most were eager to accept the
offer and immediately finalized plans. Some wanted to be sent biographical
information on the speaker and background material on the subject before
making a final commitment. This was done immediately, and a follow-up call
made in a few days to make the necessary arrangements. Very few programs
refused to take advantage of the opportunity to have an experienced and
knowledgeable speaker visit their station and take part in their show.

By the end of 1972, sterilization had been the subject of programs in every
one of the 50 states. Itineraries had even been arranged in Hawaii and Alaska.
In that one year, over 600 broadcasts were done. Larger cities and more heavi
ly populated areas were repeatedly visited. Sterilizations in the C.S. had risen
to one million each year. AVS was succeeding in its effort to educate the
public about the suitability of voluntary sterilization for those who wished a
permanent method of family planning.

Program formats included infonnal "talk"· :,ows, women's or homemaker
programs, formal interviews, special reports, magazine format shows, call-in
programs, news broadcasts, an-l spot announcements. The flood of letters to
AVS following exposure in each area was evidence that the programs were
filling a community need and that the subject was eagerly accepted by the
public.

The attitude with which one approaches the contact is of great importance.
Rather than a "would you be interested in..." kind of approach, a positive
attitude is far more effective. How could AVS workers not succeed when they
asked with a pleasant, friendly voice, "An expert speaker will be in your city
on the 23rd of next month. What would be the best time for him/her to
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appear on your program to discuss voluntary sterilization?" Or, to a program
director, "Which program would be most suitable to discuss all the aspects of
voluntary sterilization?" Rule of thumb: Never make a statement or request
which would enable the broadcaster to respond with a simple, "No thank
you. " As long as AVS called well in advance, (generally 6 weeks ahead) partie
cipation was seldom refused.

The broadcast campaign was a great success. Although the original goal was
simply to inform the public about voluntary sterilization a;i a method of birth
control, other benefits were inadvertantly gained:

• AVS became recognized as a national center for sterilization informa·
tion.

• Other speaking engagements were made with ease. How could a local
organization pass up an opportunity to have a celebrity meet with them?

• The numbers of steriliZ!!tions rose dramatically. There were other rea
sons for this, of course, but many listeners first got the idea after a local
radio program.

• Station managers learned that this subject was safe to discuss over the
air. Repeat visits were requested.

• The campaign began to phase itself to a close in a few years. Because
of the interest shown in the topic, program directors, unwilling to wait
months until an AVS speaker could be scheduled, contacted local doc·
tors and family planning workers to appear as guests. This supplied vari
ety and enabled the discussion to be more localized. For example, spe
cific hospital policies and medical practices could be discussed.

The ideal aim of a service organization is to succeed to the extent that there
is no longer a need for the service. This is essentially what happened. By 1974,
AVS was able to wind down this area of activity and direct its efforts toward
new goals.

* * * * *

INDIA: FAMILY PLANNING AND RADIO

The Ministry of Information and Broadcasting of the Government of India
prOVides extensive radio coverage through the All India Radio, New Delhi, and
its network of over 60 AIR (All India Radio) stations spread out over the
entire country.

TIle criticai role of population growth in the context of the country's devel
opmental effort has been given due recognition by AIR through the establish·
ment of "family planning cells" in 22 of the 60 stations under its jurisdiction.
Programs organized by family planning cells of AIR are classified as follows:

;'
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A. Family Planning
I. Illjomlatiofl Programs. People who participate in these programs include

government officials, family planning staff and field workers from both govern·
mental and voluntary agencies, social workers, trade union leaders, experts in
demography, and others involved in family planning work.

2. Interviews. These are either conducted in the studio or in the field. Mass
campaigns and special camps for sterilization provides scope for "on the spot"
interviews.

B. Family Plann;ng through Entertainment
I. Story
2. Songs
3. Plays
4. Skits

C. Brief Spots
These are generally relayed before or after re;;ular news broadcasts to draw

attention to the need for family planning. Their frequency has been greatly
increased since 1976 when the National Population Policy was enunciated.

D. Forums
Farmers', Youth, Women's, etc.

Programs arc broadcast from different stations in the regional languages
(there are 16 official languages in India and a large number of dialects). Metro
politan cities use Hindi (national language) and English in addition to the
regional language. Duration of programs varies from 5 minutes to 30 minutes,
just as frequency of programs differs from station to station.

According to an estimate made by a responsible gl)vernment official in New
Delhi, AIR-countrywide-projects as many as 75,000 items on family plan
ning in the course of one year.

Radio represents the most powerful means of mass education and informa·
tion in India because the standard of literacy is very low in some parts of the
country. Radio coverage reaches as much as 80 percent of the population.

* * * * *
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DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: TI-IE RADIO SCHOOL
FOR FAMILY EDUCATION

[From a report by Lie. Mario Suzrez MariU, Director of the
Radio School for Family Education, Dominican

Association for Family Welfare. Inc.]
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The Dominican Association for Family Welfare began a program of edu
cation for responsible parenthood fOf the general population in 1972. It chose
as its audience the barely literate population 15 years of age or older. At that
time a majority of the population had a negative attitude toward family plan
'ling. This attitude was deep-seated and was a result of much more serious
difficiencies than simple lack of knowledge about contraceptive methods. The
public lacked information about lTIany aspects of family life. It was decided
that a mere publicity campaign for family planning would be inadequate to
meet these basic needs. What was needed was genuine family life education, in
all of its aspects.

The radio was selected as the means of communicating with the public, for
in the Dominican Republic 83 percent of the heads of family listen to the
radio daily, while only 24 percent read newspapers, and 15 percent watch
television daily.

The strategy of broadcasting brief announcements of 20 to 60 seconds was
rejected as being unable to meet the educational needs. Instead, a daily radio
program (Monday to Friday) of 50 minutes was selected as the format. The
strategy was to conduct a radio school for family education, using the tech
niques of informal education. Transmission was during prime time (between
six and nine o'clock in the evening) over the best radio stations preferred by
the local listeners for their news and announcements.

The name of the program is "Toward a New Family." Its key trait is dia
logue. conversing with the public. There is no class, no lecture, no script.
Instead, a young man and a young woman, the producers, hold a conversation
with each other and with their listeners, as if they were in the living rooms of
their homes. They talk about many topics: pregnancy, delivery, vaccination of
the newborn, feeding children during the first year or life, child psychology,
education of children, courtship, marital connict, environmental sanitation,
first aid, preventive medicine, legal status of women, abandoned children, and
other themes that could be called "family education." They also talk about
family planning and contraception, in the context of responsible parenthood.

Each program takes up a single theme. Uneducated listeners digest ideas
slowly. It takes the entire 50 minutes to present the idea and build up confi·
dence so that the audience will not only understand the information given, but
trust it. The producers intwduce the problem, discu~s it, and often interview
an expert on the topic, and then continue to discuss it from the viewpoint
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of the listeners. This program generates a pleasant atmosphere with human
warmth, and simultaneously entrrtains and provides useful information. Its
appeal to a large audience is based on the fact that many people arc anxious
to improve their lives, and will gladly listen to a friendly dialogue which fur·
nishes the information they need.

Since the broadcasts began in 1972, the sponsors have employed local
monitors, scattered throughout the country, who report weekly any irregu·
larities of broadcast-especially things that might cause negative reactions in a
particular locale.

Results. In 1976 a major effort was made to evaluate the impact of tltis
program. Four studies were undertaken. They revealed that 28 percent of the
homes in the broadcast area covered by the nine transmitting stations being
used were current listeners to the program. It is estimated that the program is
main taining daily con tact with 300,000 adults of reproductive age. An addi·
tional59 percent of the pllblic has listened to the program in the past or heard
of it, even though they arc not listening to it currently, The reaction of lis·
teners is extremely favorable. Interviews with persons coming to the family
planning clinics reveal that 52 percent of them are current listeners to the
program, and 97 percent of such listeners report that the programs gave them
important information they needed about responsible parenthood and family
planning and in OueTlced their decision to usc family planning.

On the basis of our evaluation we believe that the radio school for family
education is more effective than any other mass media form of public informa·
tion dissemination-30 to 60 second announcements, conferences, interviews,
moving pictures, newspapers, leaOets, magazines, posters, and calendars.



Chapter Nine

PRETESTING THE EFFECTIVENESS
OF RADIO PROGRAMS

Donald J. Bogue

I
The Benefits of Pretesting

Most social development pr')grams are able to afford (or are awarded) only
a limited amount of air time on the radio. Hence, they should want to use
every second of it with maximum possible effectiveness. The preceding chap
ters of this book have presented guidelines, principles, suggestions, and exam
ples of how radio programs may more effectively achieve their social develop
ment goals. But the critical question is, "Will the radio audience react to the
program in the way which the producer and director want and expect of
them?" In spite of the most careful planning, scriptwriting, and production, a
particular radio program (or an entire series of programs) can be received with
great indifference by the audience. Radio programs which have an inattentive
or bored audience are wasted opportunities, as well as squandered time and
money.

Pretesting is a way of avoiding programming failures. Pretesting consists of
preSlmting the communication to a small sample of people who are fairly typ
ical of the audience for which the program is intended, and measuring their
reaction to it. If this sample audience reacts in the way desired, the chances
are greatly improved that the radio audience will also respond favorably. On
the other hand, if the pretest audience dislikes the presentation, fails to learn
the message, or feels it is being propagandized, deceived, ridiculed, or other
wise mistreated, there is a strong probability that the larger audience will react
similarly.

157
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Many producers believe that they know almost instinctively what their
audience will like or dislike, understand or fail to comprehend, accept or re
ject, find interesting or boring. To a certain oxlent they are right; successful
producers learn from trial and error and experience about their audience. Un
successful producers tend to be relieved of their duties. But no producer is in
fallible, and he or she is almost always on unfamiliar territory when using the
radio for social development communication. For this reason, pretesting is
even more essential for social development programming than for other forms.

In many countries social development radio programs have a poor reputa
tion because they appear to have been produced more for the benefit of the
government or the social development organization than for the audience. Pre
testing shows the producer how the public reacts to the radio fare. Even
though the truth may be discouraging, it is the first step toward getting the
messages delivered and accepted.

In this chapter we will not attempt to give a full and detailed exposition of
the pretesting procedure. That has been done exceedingly well in other places.
For example, the monograph Commullications Pretesting by Jane Bertrand,
publisheG as Volume 6 of the Media Monograph Series by the Community
and Fm.lily Study Center, gives detailed, step-by-step instructions on pretest
ing. The brief comments made here are intended (a) to introduce the reader
to tltis topic and prepare him to read a complete but more technical source,
and (b) to supplement and amplify the instructions given in Communications
Pretesting (which focuses upon 20- to 60-second "educational commercials"
or "spot announcements") for other types of radio programming. The pro
cedure outlined below is applicable to all types of radio programming: inter
views, discussion programs, variety programs, news items, letters from listeners,
radio dramas, comedy skits, as well as spot announcements.

II
The Recommended Pretesting Research Plan

The material to be pretested is recorded on magnetic audio tape and played
te.. selected respondents who are similar to the intended audience or are a sam
ple of that audience. Before the tape is played, the pretest audience is told
that the material they are to hear is intended for use on the radio, and their
honest reaction to it is being sought as a way of improving this and future
programs. After the tape has been played, the audience is administered a ques
tionnaire which elicits in complete detail their evaluation of the program.
These questionnaires are then tabulated and the data subject.:d to simpie sta
tistical analysis to arrive at a pi'.:ture of the audience's reaction. A large sample
is not required for the pretest; between 25 and 50 cases is usually sufficient.
This means that only a small time is required (a few days) and that the expense
is small.
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For the pretest, the audience can be small groups of people assembled in a
room. If they are literate persons, they can fill out the questionnaire them
selves. If they are not literate, it will be necessary to have a number of trained
interviewers administer the questionnaire to then., each in a semi-isolated ,situ
ation where the interview conversation can be held.

For other pretests, interviewers can go from house to house with portable
tape recorders to carry out the pretest with one respondent at a time. Inas
much as most radio listening is done in the home by individuals rather than in
a group situation, the one-at-a-time procedure is appropriate although some·
what more costly.

The questions that are asked at the pretest arc quite simple; they are easily
coded and tabulated. Some typical questions that need to be asked arc pre
sented later in this chapter.

Criticisms of the pretesting research plan
This research plan has been criticized because it is not "realistic." The per

sons are exposed to the radio program in a context which is very different
from normal radio listening. First, the reception of the message is perhaps
clearer and louder on the tape recorder than on the radio. Secondly, the lis
teners arc forced, by the presence of the interviewer, to attend to the entire
program, whereas in real life they could tune out the program by changing sta
tions or ceasing to listen. Knowing in advance that they will be asked ques·
tion!> about the program after listening causes the respondents to concentrate
much more closely on the program than they otherwise would. Finally, they
might be reluctant to give negative ratings in the pretest situation, because lis
teners might feel that it would not be polite or would displease the inter·
viewer if they expressed negative opinions fully and honestly.

Altogether, these criticisms imply that the results ofthe pretest will tend to
be biased in the direction ofgiving more favorable evaluations of radio pro
grams than would be obtained if a more realistic test were made. It does not
imply that negative evaluations and suggestions for improvement arc invalid.
In fact, pre testers have every right to assume that the criticisms they do receive
are valid and should be taken quite seriously, because they are given in spite of
the constraints cited above. Respondents may be provoked to negative criti
cisms only when there are major deficiencies, and may remain silent about the
minor ones. As a result, the .pretest procedure will possibly allow minor inade
quacies to go undetected and may even overlook some serious ones. In other
words, the pretest may not dredge up all of the problems and deficiencies of a
particular program, but such problems an'd deficiencies it does find are proba.
bly valid and serious.

Comprehension or "getting the message" is the most important single ob·
jective of communication. In the pretest situation described above, the mes
sage is presented under almost ideal conditions of attention, concentration,
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and absence of distraction. If the pretest listeners cannot grasp the intended
message under these favorable conditions, the radio audience almost certainly
will be unable to do so under normal broadcast conditions. For this reason, if
comprehension is low or variable on the pretest, it is strong evidence tha t the
programming will fail to get its message :Jcross to the larger radio audience.

III
Steps in Pretesting

The pretest procedure may be described as a series of steps which may be
carried out with the instructions given below. These steps fall into four stages:
(a) pretest preparation, (b) data collection, (c) analysis and in terpreta tion, and
(d) revision and possible re-pretesting.

A. Pretest preparation
Step 1. SpecifY clearly in writillg what the radio program j .. designed to ac

complish and the audience for wllich it is imended. What facts do you want
the audience to learn? What rumors or prejudices do you wish to correct?
What attitudes do you wish to change? What actions do you want the listeners
to take? Whom do you want to listen to your program? This statement estab
lishes the criteria for evaluating the pretest results. If the program accom
plishes these objectives, it is a good one. If it fails, it is a deficient program.
The statement of the objective should be readily available from the program
planners, who should spell out in advance what each program is expected to
get done. If the program planners are not doing this, one of the first benefits
of pretesting can be accomplished by bringing this to light and (hopefully)
getting it corrected.

Step 2. Prepare a recording of the material f(} he pretested. Ideally, the pre
test should be done with a copy of the tape which has been recorded for
broadcast. This would mean that the script had been finalized, the rehearsals
held, and the actors (or other participants) had given what they regard as the
final performance. If the pretest turns up serious problems at this late stage,
it can require considerable ~ost for correction. Last-minute problems can also
lead to greater delays than the schedule allows, since the recording is often
done only a few days before the intended broadcast. The following dis,~ussion

examines three types of programming: scripted, nonscripted, and live broad
casts.

A. Scripted programs. A great deal of time and money can be saved if the
pretest is conducted on the completed script, but using ama teur actors. (These
actors may even be members of the communication team.) Thus, a radio play,
a comedy skit, a letter to the station, or a spot announcement can be recorded
with informed but nonprofessional actors to get a rough recording for the pre-

'-
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lest. It is the content of the script that is critically important to the Sll'.:cess of
the program. The casting of the actors and their skill as performers can en
hance the delivery of the me;;sage, but if the message itself is deficient, the
actors cannot save it. Hence, the script should be the intended final script,
even though the actors are substitutes. Since the pretest is being conducted
under ideal conditions (the pretest audience can be told that these are only
amateurs), the use ofamateurs may yield very accurate results. The realization
that the production is still in preparation may also encourage the pretest lis
teners to be more frecly critical of thc scripl and the mode of presentation.

It is strongly recommended that scripted communications with a social
development message (such as radio dramas, comedy skits, spot announcc
ments, letters to the station, lectures, or prepared instruction) be subjected to
alistener pretest before being given air time. Since these communications may
consume many minutes of precious broadcast time, their appeal to the audi
ence should be measured beforehand.

B. NOllscripted progmms. Suppose that yot; have recorded a group discus
sion ofa particular social development topic, or rccorded an interview with an
expert; there is no written script for such a program. Moreover, this is the final
talent. Should this program also be pretested? The answer is certainly yes, ifit
is at aU possible. Radio stations are saturated with unscripted presentations
that seem to have been arranged hastily, with little useful content. The radio
producer may be under no obligation to use such interview material. If the
pretest shows that the program fails to obtain any of its objectives, the pro
ducer is justified in discarding it or asking for a retaping. The pretest results
may be used as a guide in planning the retaping, and in working with the dis
cussants to get the essential points clearly exposed.

The program producers may lack the time and money to pretest every dis
cussion, interview, or similar nonscripted program. However, they should pre
test enough to learn how the audience reacts to this type of programming.
They should learn what causes some discussions or interviews to be lively and
interesting to the audience and others to be uninteresting. (This may even be
done ex post facto by "pretesting" recordings of old discussions or interview
programs, to study the differences between good and bad shows of this type.)

In general, nonscripted programming has escaped rigorous testing and pre
test attention for much too long. It is time that radio producers learn exactly
what their audience likes and dislikcs in this area, and how much it learns and
does not learn from unscripted programming.

C Uve broadcastlS. It is, of course, impossible to pretest a live broadcast,
unless a tape of a rehearsal has been recorded. Social development communi
cation should be produced through research, planning, and production. There
should be as little use of unrehearsed and unpretested live broadcasting as pos
sible. The content of live broadcasts should be so simple and so direct (such as
news announcements) that pretesting clearly is not needed. If there is an
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emergency where this principle must be violated, and a program must be pro
duced live without pretesting, it would be wise to record it and do an after
the-fact pretest to learn its strengths and weaknesses for guidance in the
future. Radio producers may learn that much of the live broadcasting they do
for social development (such as talks by important foreign visitors, interviews
with high government officials, or man-in-the-street programming) has far less
impact upon the audience than it does upon ti." producers, indicating the need
for more structured broadcasts toward pre-designated goals.

Step 3. Arrange for professional review by experts. Your recording, devel
oped as Step 2, should be presented to at least three experienced communi
cators whose judgment you respect. Also give them a copy of the written
statement of objectives, prepared in Step 1. Ask them to listen to the tape and
evaluate how well the program meets the objectives. In order to save time,
these specialists may record their own reactions on tape for careful review and
study by the producers. Almost invariably the specialists will suggest changes
in wording, additions, deletions, or new ideas for attacking the program. Often
ideas for entirely new scripts will emerge, or an entirely different form of pro
gramming.

It is particularly important for social development communicators to ask
experienced radio producers to review the }lroposed production. Writers, di
rectors, and producers who have worked for many years at radio stations can
give valuable help to social development communicators who may be in their
first major radio projecLlf it requires payment of a fee or other compensation
to get such a review, it would be money well spent. However, the producer
must be prepared to stick by his own convictions if he suspects that the advice
he receives is based on prejudice or personal taste rather than a genuine reflec
tion of audience reaction.

The purpose of this review is not just to get a person who knows the par
ticular audience to represent the audience, but to evaluate the program as a
professional communicator.

B. Data collection
Step 4. Prepare the questionnaire to be used in pretesting tlle components

of the spot announcements. It will not be sufficient to get a single general
reaction of approval or disapproval from the persons interviewed. Instead,
these people should be treated as if they were professional critics. They should
be asked to respond to every component, and should be asked the same ques
tions which the professional communicators asked themselves when thcy were
developing the radio program. Appended to this chapter is a model question
naire which is intended to do this. The pretester should modify it as necessary
to meet his particular needs. Especially, the pretester should add to the ques
tionnaire any questions which he himself thinks are of importance in arriving
at an evaluation of the program being pretested.
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When twenty-five to fifty interviews have been completed, the scriptwriter

and communicators should read the verbatim comments given by the respon
dents to get the full flavor of reaction their efforts have produced. For this
reason, the questionnaire repeatedly orders the interviewer to record the com
ments of the respondent verbatim. Plenty of space should be alluwed for writ
ing them out.

One copy of this questionnaire should be used to get the responses of one
interviewee to one radio program. Thus, if two versions of a particular pro
gram arp, being pretested <it one time, the interviewer will fill out two ques
tionnaires (one for each version) for each respondent he contacts.

Each version of the program which is a serious contender for final use
(resulting from the preceding steps) should be recorded in such a way that it
can be taken to the field and played on a tape recorder to sample respondents
in their homes or to groups of people (as described in Step 2). The question
naire is arranged so that the respondent listens to one program separately and
rates it, then evaluates and comments on each of the components. The com
ponents are: (a) script, (b) music, (c) sound effects, and (d) all components
combined.

Before using the questionnaire, it should be tried on a few cases (which will
not be used in the final analysis) in order to make sure that it is working
smoothly.

Step 5. Select and train interviewers. Select one or two persons who regu
larly meet and talk with members of the intended audience to be your inter
viewers. They should be intelligent, sensitive people who feel empathy for the
persons they will be interviewing. -Oley may be members of the organization
staff or they may be experienced interviewers borwwed from another organi
zation. A rp,searcher who has had some experience with survey interviewing
should train these interviewers in the objectives of the pretest questionnaire
and its administration. The interviewers should practice using the tape record
ers and administering the questionnaire until they can play the tapes and ask
the questions in a very smooth and natural fashion. As a final check on his
training, each interviewer should be required to conduct an interview with the
director of the research project and at least two other persons from the gen·
erai public to get their evaluations of the spot announcements. These practice
interviews should be thrown away, of course. If the person is unable to take
two almost flawless practice interviews, he or she should be retrained.

Step 6. Draw a sample o!respondents. It is impossible to get a sample that
will be truly representative of the intended audience in every way. Hence,
high precision in sampling is not needed. Only two conditions need to be met:
(a) The range of characteristics that will be encountered in the final audience
should be included in the sample. Do not interview all educated people, peo·
pIe of one race, religion, occupation, etc.; instead, permit the entire range of
each of these traits to enter into the selection of cases. (b) The sample drawn
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should not be concentrated in anyone of the subpopulations. An acceptable
procedure would be to select five different neighborhoods, each of which rep
resents a typical segment of the intended audience (making sure that there is
one neighborl Jod extreme of low socioeconomic status and of every other
"difficult" population in the audience). If the diffusion is to be provincewide
or nationwide, these neighborhoods should not be from one city, but should
be as widely scattered as possible to make them represent the diverse condi
tions. Arrange for interviewers to interview two, three, four, or five re
spondents from each neighborhood. The interviewer should not select his
respondents; instead, they should be assigned to him by giving him an address,
with instructions to interview an eligible respondent at that address only. (He
may be given an alternate address if the first respondent cannot be reached at
home after three tries.) The assignment of addresses may be done through
local resource persons, who should be told what type of neighborhood they
are to go to for random selection of a household to be included in the sample.
By removing the choice of respondents from the interviewer, and by dispersing
the neighborhoods from which respondents are taken over the whole spectrum
of the intended audience, even with twenty-five to fifty cases a set of pretest
respondents will have a set of reactions surprisingly similar to those of the
larger audience.

Step 7. Conduct the interview. Give a list of addresses to each interviewer
with instructions to visit the household indicated and fill out the pretest inter
view with an eligible respondent at that address. (If the radio program is in
tended for women, the respondent should be a woman; if intended for young
persons, the respondent should be within a specified age range, etc.) (fthere
is no person living in the sample household who meets the criteria, the inter
viewer should "screen" the household at the next address until he finds an
eligible respondent. If the sample household contains an eligible respondent
who is not at home, the interviewer should make one callback at a different
time of day (evening) or on a different day (weekend). If an interview is not
obtained after one callback, substitution of the next address should be per
mitted; the respondent is treated as ifhe had not been eligible.

Once the respondent is located, explain the interview to him, play the tapes,
and ask the questions. Go through all of the questions in the interview, explor
ing each component of the radio program. The interviewer should encourage
the iespondent to make spontaneous comments and criticisms freely. These
should be written down verbatim as they are given.

It is extremely important that the ranking proceflure of this interview be
carried out with great care, because it will he very influential in determining
which versions of the radio program will eventually be used.

C. Analysis and interpretation
Step 8. Analyze and interpret tile components pretest. The components
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pretest yields evaluative information on the respondents' reactions to each
component of each radio program. Only the most simple of statistics need to
be tabulated from the interviews in order to make pretest decisions; in fact,
simple frequency counts of the responses, prepared by hand, are adl..,luate.
For each question it is necessary only to know what percentage of the respon
dents had a favorable or an unfavorable reaction. It would be desirable, but
not essential, to develop simple scores of liking-disliking for each spot an
nouncement, and to correlate these with age, education, or other character
istics of the respondents. If data processing facilities are available, simple
cross-tabulations and regressions should be performed if they can provide an
swers to important questions.

Much more complete and helpful instructions, analysis, and interpretation
of pretest data are contained in the monograph Communications Pretesting,
number 6 of this series.

(If access to a computer is available, one of the packaged tabulation pro
grams can be IJsed to pro(;ess the data completely in :1 very short time at low
cost. The program MINI·TAB, distributed by the Community and Family
Study Centcr, works on very small computers and is ideally suited to proces
sing pretest :Iuestionnaires. MINI-REGRESSION, a packaged program wh:~h

computes multiple regressions on small computers, is also available from the
CFSC.111ese programs require very little effort to learn to use them properly.)

D. Second analysis and interpretation
Step 9. Evaluate tile components. With the data provided in Step 8, it is

possible to rate each of the proposed radio programs for each component. A
set of frequency statistics showing the proportion of respondents who rate the
programs "cxcellent," "adequate," "poor," or "terrible" on each item should
be tabulated either by hand or by machine. In addition, the verbatim com
ments on each question may be typed on separate sheets and handed to the
producers. If processing is being done by computer it will be very easy to de
velop a simple scoring system which provides an overall rating of each pro
gram. The ranking given to the program should also be tabulated and given to
the produccrs. Ideally, the pretest researchcr should accompany his statistics
with a two· or three·page memo interpreting the rcsults and summarizing what
modifications in the radio program these results might indicate.

Step 10. Make suggestions for revision. It is not enough simply to tabulate
and interpret the statistics that come from the pretest interviews. If a program
needs to be revIsed, the nature of the weakness needs to be made clear and
suggestions for improvement offered. A typist should type up the recommen
dations given by all respondents, so that the writers can read the comments
quickly and completely. The criticisms, suggestions, and observations of the
respondents should stimulate them in malting the necessary corrections and
revisions. In doing this, the writers need to be warned that there is always the

r

..
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possibility that the views of a particular critic arc not shared by large numbers
of persons in the intended audience, so that it is not necessary to make
changes which contradict their own professional judgment or which arc sup
ported by only one or two respondents.

If the revisions in a radio program are only minor corrections and refine
ments, and if the program has otherwise received high ratings on :Ill important
questions, it can be produced and releac;ed for broadcasting. However, if the
pretest raises serious questions about the ability of the progr;lm to communi
cate its message, and if the criticisms and suggestions submitted by the respon
dents are major and numerous, it will be necessary to submit the entire
program to revision followed by another round of pretesting befor~ it can be
used foJ' broadcast. In other words, when a radio program must 'tndergo ma
jor revision, it should be treated a5 if it were a new program.

IV
Standards of Acceptability

When the interviewer asks for an independent evaluation of a radio pro
gram, it may tum out that some programs receive high scores, or else receive
much criticism and low scores. Others wiII receive mixed reactions-some peo
ple rating them high and others rating them low.

No radio program should be broadcast unless it gets overall positive reac
tions from at least 70 and preferably 80 percent or more of the respondents.
Comprehension of the message content should be equally high. It would be a
tremendous mistake to broadcast messages where one·half or even less of the
persons who hear them would consciously or unconsciously have a negative or
neutral reaction to them. In other words, only announcements for which there
is almost unanimous support and a low level of criticism should be used.

ll1ere may be exceptions to this rule. Sometimes a controversial program,
even one that evokes irritation or anger, will be vividly remembered and cause
a great deal of public discussion; eventually its message may becnme familiar
and accepted. However, the decision to take this risk should be made know
ingly and for well-considered reasons.

In arriving at the final decision, the producers should pay particular atten
tion to those respondents who represent the "core" of the audience to be
reached-the age, sex, and educational group that is the bull's-eye of the t;.\

get. Their comments, suggestions, and ratings should be studied with particu
lar care. If there are not enough interviews with this core group to arrive at a
firm decision, the interviewers may be sent back to get information from <I

larger sample of this most important group.
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V
Conclusion
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TIle above steps for pretesting are so easy to follow, so quickly completed,
and yield so much protection against failure and increase in the probability of
success that it is almost a criminal offense against good communication prac
tice to prepare and broadcast radio programs for social development without
pretesting. Communicators who feel a little uncertain about the procedure
may ask any good social researcher to read this chapter; he will be able to lend
assistance for the first one or two pretesting efforts. In a very short time pre
testing will settle into a comfortable r01ltine. But the procedure should never
become so routine ana standardized that it ceases to be sensitive. Inadequate
programs should never be broadcast; those that are broadcast should always be
ones which attract attention, deal with an important program, and influence
the listener to take appropriate action.
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MODEL INTERVIEW FOR PRETESTING RADIO PROGRAMS

=

Respondent number ------(1-3) Card number (4)

Respondent's name: 0 _

Respondent's address: _

Telephone number Zip code: _

Hello, I'm from the National Broadcasting Office
of . We are trying to find out whether the Iistcners
of our radio program would Iikc or dislikc a particular radio program we are
thinking about broadcasting. I have a tape of this program on my tape record
er. I would like to play it for you and get your opinions about it.

(OBTAIN CONSENT AND THEN CONTINUE)

It is very important tha t you give your honest reaction. If you don't like
something, we want you to say so in order that we can improve the program.
If you like something, we want to know that also, because it means that oth-
ers may also like it. Now I will play the program. It will take about _
minutes.

(PLAY THE TAPE)

Now I'm going to ask a few questions. We will use your answers to make
statistics, but we will not use your name in any way.

I. What was your overall reaction to this radio program? Did you find it

Quite boring . . . . .
Somewhat boring
Neither interesting nor boring
Somewhat interesting
Very interesting . . . . .

I
2
3
4
5

I,

2. Do you think this program was trying to entertain you or to give you in·
formation about something?

Mostly trying to entertain. . .
Mostly trying to teach or inform
Both to entertain and inform. .

(IF RESPONDS "ENTERTAIN," SKIP TO QUESTION 10)

1
2
3
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(IF RESPONDENT THINKS THE PROGRAM IS TRYING TO INFORM
code 2 or 3)

3. What are the subjects or topics about which they are trying to inform
you?

RECORD VERBATIM _

4. Did the program give you any information about this subject that you
did not already know?

No
Yes

IF YES:

I
2

4A. What information did you learn that you did not know before?

RECORD VERBATIM _

5. How clearly was this information presented? How easy do you think it
would be for most ofyour friends to understand what the program wants
them to learn?

Very clear . . . .
A little confusing
Moderately confusing
Very confusing

I
2
3
4

6. How gmlli or ..tI.1!Q do you think the information in this program is? Is
it exaggerated or untrue in any way?

Mostly untrue or very exaggerated
Partly true, some exaggeration
Mostly true, no exaggeratic n. .

I
2
3

7. How useful would the information in this program be to people like
yourselves?

No use at all . .
Moderately useful
Very useful

I
2
3
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8. Do you think the program was trying to get you to try something new
or to persuade you to change you, ideas?

Definitely was trying to persuade
Possibly was trying to persuade . .
Not trying to persuade. . . . .

IF TRYING TO PERSUADE (code 2 or 3):

8A. What docs the program want you to do or to believe?

I
2
3

RECORD VERBATIM _

9. Did listening to this program change your opinions or ideas about _
(subject of program) or do you still have the same opinions as you

had before?

Changed my ideas somewhat. .
Have the same opinions as before

9A. IF CHANGED OPINION

I
2

(a) What was your opinion before you heard the program?

RECORD VERBATIM ..,...- _

(b) What was your opinion after hearing the program?

RECORD VERBATIM _

10. Did you have negative feelings about any of the people you heard on this
program? Did you find any of them unpleasant to listen to or uninterest·

~?

~s I
No 2

IF YES:

lOA. Which persons did you have negative feelings about?

LIST CHARACTERS OR DESCRIBE THEM
(a) _

(b) _

(c) _

,-
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FOR EACH ONE, IN ORDER LISTED ABOVE:

lOB. What didxou dislike (find uninteresting) about this person?

RECORD VERBATIM:
(a) _

(b) _

(c) _

II. Is there anything in this program that would offend or make any of your
neighbors angry or upset when they hear it?

Yes, definitely
Possibly, yes .
No ....

IF DEFINITELY OR POSSIBLY YES:

I
2
3

II A. Wha t ideas or words do you think would offend them or make
them upset?

RECORD VERBATIM _

12. What do you recommend we do with this radio program?

(a) It is good enough to broadcast the way it is I
(b) Make some changes in it and then broadcast it 2
(c) Don't broadcast it, it can't be made into a

good program . . . . . . . . . .. 3

SOCIOECONOMIC CHARACfERISTICS OF RESPONDENT

Male
Female

2. Ag:,: How old were you on your last birthday?

years of age

1
2
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3. Marital status: Are you nov::

Married, living with spouse
Separated from spouse
Divorced
Widowed
Never married.

1
2
3
4
5

. . . . . . 2

4. Are you employed? Do you work outside your home to earn a living?

Employed .
Unemployed

S. Occupation: What kind of work do you do?

RECORD VERBATIM . _

6. Educational attainment: How far did you go in school? What was the
highest grade of school you completed?

RECORD VERBATIM _

(Add any other charactt'ristics that are of importance to the pretest of the
particular program.)


