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SUMMARY: 

Information, Documentation & Communications in the Sahelian
 

Development Strategy is intended to serve as a report on the
 

African Bibliographic Center's activities for the Sahel Insti

tute, Club du Sahel, and the U.S. Agency for International
 

Development's Sahel Development Program between September 1978
 

and August 1979.
 

The Center's consultant, Daniel G. Matthews, in an advisory and
 

coordinating capacity focused on the Sahelian development prior

ity sectors of information, documentation and communications
 

within the framework and guidelines expressed by CILSS and
 

U.S. AID,
 

The report primarily discusses the progress of the Sahel Insti

tute's newly developed Rgseau Sahelian d'Information et de
 

Documentation Scientifiques et Techniques (RESADOC) and the
 

African Council on Communication Education's proposed activities
 

in the Sahelian development process with an emphasis on the
 

rural communication training sector as requested by the CILSS
 

Council of Ministers.
 

The work was performed under U.S. Agency for International Dev

elopment Contract No. AID/Afr-C-1459.
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PART I 

INFORMATION & DOCUMENTATION
 

A. BACKGROUND
 

The principal aim of this report is to provide an analysis of
 

developments, progress, and constraints of U.S. involvement in
 

the development of the Sahel Institute's Reseau Sahelian
 

d'Information et de Documentation Scientifiques et Techniques
 

(RESADOC), which became operational on 1 March, 1979. Secondly,
 

the report reviews the African Bibliographic Center's activities
 

between September 1978 and August 1979 in assisting the U.S.
 

Agency for International Development's Sahel Development Program
 

in the area of documentation and information policies and sys

tems,
 

This work was accomplished in view of recommendations included
 

in a 1978 AID report entitled: Documentation in the Sahelian
 

Development Strategy: The Sahelian Scientific and Tec!"nical
 

Information and Documentation Network, by Daniel G. Matthews,
 

and published by the Washington, D.C.-based BLK Group, under
 

AID/afr-C-1199, Work Order No. 11.
 

The Center was contracted by the AID Sahel Development Program
 

Team to specifically:
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a. 	Assist in developing an operative Sahelian region develop

mental information and documentation network as approved and
 

requested by both CILSS and the Institut du Sahel;
 

b. 	Provide liaison activities in the development of information
 

and communication systems, training activities, conference,
 

seminar and workshop planning and implementation for the
 

Sahel both in the U.S, and abroad;
 

c. 	Provide assistance for continuing and potential U.S. efforts
 

in information and communication development programs in the
 

Sahel and their coordination and endorsement by Sahelians
 

and other national donor agencies;
 

d. 	Develop, in the role as U.S. Liaison for the African Council
 

on Communication Education, assistance in the development of
 

a communications network in the Sahel as formally proposed
 

at Ouagadougou in October 1977;
 

e. 	Provide administrative back-up to additional consultants or
 

professionals hired by AID's Sahelian Development Program in
 

the information, documentation and communications sectors
 

through the African Bibliographic Center; and
 

f. 	Continue to strengthen multilateral donor activities in the
 

Sahelian information, communication, and documentation sec

tors, primarily between AID's Sahel Development Program and
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the Information Division of Canada's International Develop

ment Research Centre, and other nations where there has been
 

definitive interest, with an emphasis on France, Germany,
 

and Scandinavia.
 

B. RESADOC
 

RESADOC, the Sahel Institute's Sahelian Scientific and Techni

cal Information and Documentation Network based in Bamako, Mali,
 

officially began priority operational activitis on March 1,
 

1979. This effort, providing the Sahelian states access to
 

their own research data as well as coordination of internation

al linkages, was adopted by the Council of Ministers of CILSS
 

(the Permanent Inter-State Committee for Drought Control in the
 

Sahel) in Banjul, Gambia, December 1977.
 

African Bibliographic Center consultant, Daniel G. Matthews, in
 

close coordination with AID's Sahel Development Program, partic

ipated in the RESADOC operational planning meeting in Dakar,
 

Senegal, in October 1978, as an advisory working group partic

ipant.
 

Principal activities included assistance in the planning of
 

operational and coordination activities for a 3-year period
 

instead of the original ±-year period as agreed upon in 1977.
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Activities included;
 

1. 	planning and development of an information dissemination
 

program for current developments within RESADOC!s sphere of
 

operations with an emphasis on the development of a newslet

ter;
 

2. 	assistance, with other international consultants, on compli

cated and detailed donor nation assistance allocations, con

straints, and procedures for meeting the Sahel Institute's
 

budgetary priorities and needs;
 

3. 	reporting procedures to donor nations by the Sahel Institute
 

which now is to be accomplished by semi-annual and annual
 

reports to Canada's I.D.R.C.; and
 

5. 	planning and development of 3-year regional & international
 

coordination activities.
 

This consultant attended the 6-month advisory gr6up technical
 

assistance meeting in Bamako at the Sahel Institute in March
 

1979 to assist and advise on nunerous technical considerations,
 

progress and constraints met in implementing RESADOC. Assisted
 

in the identification of international documentation efforts
 

for possible attendance at the Sahel Institute's July 1979 meet

ing in Bamako on coordination of international linkages. Worked
 

on budgetary and other important matters which needed attention
 

by the advisory consultant group in close consultation with SDP
 

and the US AID Mission in Bamako.
 



Between the previously noted meetings, this off4ce provided
 

significant coordination of international donor assistance
 

interest activities through meetings in Washington or correspon

dence. In addition, numerous international consultants who
 

visited the African Bibliographic Center were apprised of the
 

Further, a substantial amount
priorities and needs of RESADOC. 


of advice and effort was provided to US AID/SDP and Michigan
 

State University's Sahel Documentation Center, an important com

ponent in the Sahel Institute's international coordination
 

activities.
 

C. CONCLUSIONS
 

RESADOC should be considered by the donor national assistance
 

community as a significant effort in the growth of transborder
 

development information data flows, with substantial implica

tions for meeting Sahelian economic priorities and needs. The
 

increasing regional interdependence created by the sharing of
 

data between countries, and the resulting vulnerability of one
 

country to events or decisions in another which are outside its
 

control, is a central concern in the Sahel, and RESADOC may be
 

instrumental in alleviating that concern.
 

RESADOC, in short, is a key factor in Sahelian data transmis

sion and coordination essential for the proper functioning of
 

the region's development process and, if properly assisted,
 

will play an increasingly important role in international coop

eration and development in the future.
 



RESADOC has consistently met donor nation agency guidelines in
 

producing reports on meetings, decisions, and in meeting infor

mation dissemination targets on time or well ahead of time, An
 

excellent example is the newsletter included in the appendices
 

of this report.
 

On the other hand, RESADOC has consistently met with a number of
 

bureaucratic difficulties from donor agencies, particularly in
 

the sectors of assistance in hiring consultants or teaching per

sonnel for the program's implementation. France has been the
 

only exception over the past year in providing aid in these
 

areas to the Sahel Institute upon request when Sahelian special

ists were unavailable for one reason or another.
 

The reasons are fairly simple to explain. The major donor na-

tions to RESADOC (the U.S. and Canada) have a shortage of bi

lingual senior information consultants available, and neither
 

has actually funded a survey to identify specialists and insti

tutions for assistance to RESADOC at that agency's request.
 

The French, obviously, are in a position to move more quickly
 

in the azeas of supplying consultants, teachers, and scholar

ships for RESADOC in Bamako, at the Sahel Institute, or at the
 

University of Dakar's information and documentation training
 

institution at E.B.A.D. The African Bibliographic Center, in
 

close agreement with I.DR.C., found th.is situation to be of
 

significant concern.
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In 	short, RESADOC, a "baby" institution, will need substantial
 

advisory and cooperative assistance for at least another two

years when requested and hopefully administered by the donor
 

agencies on a mutually agreed-upon basis with the Sahel Insti

tute.
 

The African Bibliographic Center feels that it has accomplished
 

to a significant degree its main objectives in assisting to
 

establish RESADOC within the framework agreed upon by the Club
 

du Sahel and CILSS for the Sahel Institute. However, the dev

eloping constraints and problems involved in meeting the sub

stantial assistance requests from RESADOC in an advisory capac

ity as that program continues its successful development will
 

have to be dealt with by the donor agencies involved in the very
 

near future.
 

D, 	RECOMMENDATIONS
 

1. 	Continue Senior liaison and consultant activities with
 

RESADOC on a semiannual basis for effective coordination
 

and problem solving during the next 2-years of that pro

gram's development;
 

2. 	Take effective steps as soon as possible to improve the
 

often-discussed documentation center at CILSS and possible
 

efforts at improving that institution's information dissem

ination process. The reasons for this effort in "balancing"
 

the institution in information dissemination capabilities
 

are obvious;
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3. 	Establish more effective coordination between AID/SDr and
 

other international donor agencies for the specific purpose
 

of identifying and hiring consultants and training special

ists to assist RESADOC before the problem reaches crisis
 

proportions;
 

4. 	Continue conference and seminar development assistance to
 

RESADOC where appropriate;
 

5. 	Urgently survey present and newly developing Sahelian infor

mation and documentation centers linked to RESADOC to esti

mate costs in strengthening institutional and personnel
 

needs on a bilateral basis;
 

6. 	Step-up efforts to strengthen the Ecole des Bibliothecaires,
 

Archivistes et Documentalistes at the University of Dakar to
 

expand training role for RESADOC, with an emphasis in hiring
 

of faculty and increased scholarships; and
 

7. 	Survey (jointly with other donors) costs and agreement for
 

the establishment of a para-professional training program
 

for technicians presently at or to be recruited for
 

Sahelian documentation centers in RESADOC's scope. The need
 

is developing swiftly and present emrhasis by donor nations
 

on assisting RESADOC to develop a top-level and mid-level
 

cadre may cause a serious and substantial imbalance in
 

future Sahelian developmental needs. E.B.A.D, does not at
 

present nor in the near future intend to play this role for
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RESADOC, And to the best of this organization s knowledge,
 

no institution with this capability exists within the Sahel
 

nor in the remainder of West Africa at present.
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PART II
 

INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS
 

A. 	BACKGROUND
 

This section of the report is based on follow-up activities by
 

the African Bibliographic Center in efforts to assist the devel

opment of a communications network in the Sahel for regional
 

developmental efforts.
 

The 	work was conducted in view of recommendations noted in a
 

1978 AID report entitled: Information & Communications in the
 

Sahelian Development Strategy, by Daniel G. Matthews, and pub

lished by the Washington, D.C.-based BLK Group, under Contract
 

No. AID/afr-C-1199, Work Order No. 11.
 

ABC 	in its role as North American Liaison for the African Coun

cil on Communication Education continued its involvement in as

sisting the Club du Sahel and CILSS in the utilization of mass
 

communications in the Sahelian development process between
 

September 1978 and August 1979 by providing:
 

1. 	Cooperative information and exchange of data between the
 

Sahel Institute and the African Council on Communication
 

Education and between the U.S. and other donor nations;
 

2. 	Jointly utilized U.S, International Communication Agency and
 

AID/SDP assistance in coordinating and sponsoring a meeting
 



by 	the African Council on Communication Education and the
 

Association of African Editors in Dakar, Senegal, during
 

December 1978, hosted by the University of Dakar's communi

cation training facility CESTI, which, among other important
 

topics vital to mass media in the Sahelian development pro

cess, focused on developmental communications mainly by
 

Sahelian participants and observers; and
 

3. 	Utilizing ICA funds, coordinated a Washington, D.C. meeting
 

with Sahelian and other members of ACCE with U.S. donor
 

assistance agencies and institutions with a significant in

terest in the African communication assistance sector. The
 

report from this meeting in English and French entitled:
 

Africa Speaks, America Responds; a Report on .theAfrican
 

Council on Communication Education Dialogue 'Communication
 

Education/Training Needs in Africa,' was edited and pub

lished by this office in cooperation with the Overseas
 

Liaison Committee of the American Cour iil on'Education and
 

distributed to the international donor assistance community.
 

See the appendices of this report for an illustrative re

sponse to this effort from UNESCO Secretary-General M'Bow.
 

B. 	CONCLUSIONS
 

International donor community response to this effort, which has
 

significant implications for mass media development in the Sahel
 

region, has been quite good with details on specific efforts
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still in process. However, a tentative agreement has been
 

reached on sponsoring a major workshop on rural communications
 

training under the sponsorship of the African Council on Commu

nication Education in Dakar, Senegal, next year.
 

Additional commitments are anticipated following specific budg

etary allocations by Western donor nations to assist communica

tion development in Africa during the latter portion of
 

November. However, implementation of targeted programs for the
 

Sahel and other regions of Africa are not expected to begin un

til summer of 1980 at best. This major commitment effort has
 

effectively slowed a number of multilateral and bilateral com

munication assistance efforts over the past year except for
 

fragmented projects in the Sahel and other portions of Africa.
 

In any case, the African Council on Communication Education is
 

expected to play a major role in the Sahelian development com

munication process in the near future. The Council's vice

president is Senegalese and based at the University of Dakar's
 

CESTI.
 

C. RECOMMENDATIONS
 

Continue to recognize and utilize the capacities of the
 

growing Sahelian membership of the African Council on Com

munication Education in coordination with other multilateral
 

or bilateral donors with an interest in communication assis

tance to cooperate more fully in the Sahelian communication
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development process, The ACCE has accepted a significant
 

role in communication development in the Sahel at the re

quest of the CILSS Council of Ministers and expects to play
 

a more definitive role if properly supported by donor assis

tance agencies during the next year.
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0 

No 1 MAYU-/JUNEU1979 

SAHELIAN SCIENTIFIC AND 

C ILS S 

SAHEL INSTITUTE 

P.o. Box 1530 


BAMAKO (Mal) 


1________INFORMATI N 
TECHNICAL INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION NETWORK 

Why an information letter ? 

This letter, we wish to be a bi-monthly, /a conceived as a lalson 
instrument designed to: 

- let know RESADOC in the Sahel, in Africa and all over the world. 
- inform on courrent documen tation activities in the region so as 

to facilitate scientific and technical documentation exchanges necessary 
to any decision-marking, to any' design of development research prolect... 

It is thus a tool at the disposal of both users and, professionnals. The 
organisatlonsor persons wishing to regulary receive this information let
ter may purposely transmit their request to the RESADOC Coordinator. 
and it will be sent to them free of ch arge. 

RESADOC'S MAIN GOALS 

To more Integrate the c INFORMATION )i function In the research 
and development activities by giving to users (researchers, decision-ma
kers. trainers etc...) the means to have access to the relevant documen
tation available in the region as well as in foreign bases significant to 
Sahel.
 

* To disseminate the cesults of research relating to Sahellan deve
lopment through means of documentation products such as bibliographic 
bulletin, synthses, profiles etc... 

- In order to reoch these goals, it is forecast in RESADOC starting: 
programme : 

- to corry out the Inventory of documentation sources (documen
tation centres, libraries etc...). 

- to organise national networks and the liaison with regional docu
mentation centres (governmental and non governmental organlsa
tions); 

- to harmonize information methods and procedures;
 
- to carry out a pinpoint rescue operation for non conventional do

cumentation, maps and plans 
- to train specialists and technicians (documentalists, reprogra

phers) ; 
- to mane linkage with Information sources external to Sahel. 
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FIRST OPERATIONSRESADOC'S 
The programme has effectively started on March 1, 1979. During the forecomIng months, the following 

operations shall be undertaken 

1.-	 APPRAISALS 

Inventory of scientific and technical Informa-
tion sources In the Schel 

First phase (may -June) establishment of metho 
dology, launching of operation, and collection of first 
results. 

Second phase (around october - november) ex-
ploitation of Inventory (examination of questionnaires 
and organisation of results) publication of a reperto-

... 

RESADOC strives to establish an exhaustive list 
of organisations likely to be Included In the repertory. 

The centres which have not yet been In touch, 
can ask to National Correspondants or to the Coor-
dinator for the questionnaire. 

,.Establishment of a RESADOC software and re-
~'": 	daction of an operation manual for the use of 

participating centres 

*'*':Thlismanual will contain the bibliogrnphic des-
cription and indexing rules as well as a presentation 
oft informatlon procedures. 

Pfeparationof RESADOC's final operating plan 

The, forescast study will define RESADOC's 
needs, specially those of the Member Sates and plan 
its development (identification of operations and theirfiguing ut).The-selectionfiguring out).scoasissunewy 

It will be entrusted to an expert who shall assist 

the states in the elaboration of national scientific and 
technical information policies. In that purpose a pat
tern plan will be set up. 

OF THE SCHOOL2.:-- STRENGTHENING 
FOR LIBRARIANS - ARCHIVISTS 
AND DOCUMENTALISTS 
(Dakar University - EBAD) 

This strengthening was thought necessary to let 

EBAD a school of regional level, tackle the Increasing 
number of students. The operation that is going well, 
includes : 

the creation of two posts for teachers as soon 
as the october 1979 term. 

ACTIVITIES OF THE 
* MISSIONS: 

In the Member States 

In the framework of contacts to be established 
with the administrative responsible persons and pro-
fessionals of centres in the region, the Coordinator 
of RESADOC has visited : 

- in september 1978 Chad, Upper Volta, Mali 
and Senegal 

- n december 1978 Mauritania. the Gambia. 

the purchasing of didactic material (audio
visual means for teaching ; illustration mate
rial for lectures : readers and reproducers of 
microfiches, selecto files, reference book8 
especially scientific and technical bibliogro
phles). 

-

3. 	 TRAINING PROGRAMME 

For the beglning of next year's term ten sho
larships are available : 

0 Four scholarships for the specialization of se
nior officials in documentation sciences and technti
ques (level DESS). 

They must have a high level training (second 
cycle of superior university Instruction) and will car
ry out important respinsabilitles on the national plan 
(for Instance Direction of National Documentation 
Centres). 

This specialization will take place in Paris at the 
UNESCO Post Universitary Course. It will be folio
wed by an on the field training (2months). 

Six scholarships for the training of middle level 
officers within the Documentation Section of Dakar 
EBAD. During this training, the students will carry 
out refresher courses In their home countries. 

procedure of candidacies for these 

scholarships Is underway. 

4. - FIRST CONSULTATION MEETING BETWEE4 

RESADOC AND INFORMATION 
SOURCES EXTERNAL TO SAHEL 

Scheduled from luly 9 to 11, 1979, this meeting's 
main objective is to study the participation modalities 
of information sources external to Sahe', to RESA-
DOC's activities : Harmonization of methods and pro
cedtres, exchange of tape recorders, original or 
copies of documents. 

A questionnaire has bben sent to each of the 
invited organisations in view of the publication of a 
Repertory that will facilitate information exchanges. 

COORDINATION TEAM 
He will la',er on visit Niger and Cape Verde. 

* Abroad Paris and Rome. 

An information and study mission In organisa
tions such as FAO, UNESCO and OECD, French Co
operation. 

During this mission, carried out In January 1979, 
the Coordinator has had very interesting contacts 
with several personnalltles who have shown great at-, 
tention for RESADOC. 
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INTERNATIONAL MEETING 

on CPolicy andRegio-The Coordinator has attended as an observer a meeting sponsored by UNESCO 
in Accra from 4 to 8 December 1978.nal Planning for Information in Western Africa 3, held 

on the situation of the lrea dy visited countries as far as documentation is con-He made a briefing 

cerned, given the absence of CILSS Member States representatives.
 

MEETING AND VISITS TO RESADOC 
Research Officer International. Council.for Re-I MEETINGS search in Agroforestry - Nalrobl-;
 

The Coordinator team had on March 20 ana zst
 
Mr Quirino ECA mission officer;

interesting working sessions with Mr Mercier and 
Matthews from the African BI- Mr Akhtar. Programme Officer - IRDC OttaWaLeblond from IRDC, 


bliographic Centre, Park from US-AID Bamako mis- Febrary 19. 1979, A team of information Con
sion, and Miss Kostinko from the Sahel Development suitants among whom; 

Programme (Washington). 
Mr J. Willard. President of Delta ystefs 

The object of the meeting was to work out the 


starting activities of RESADOC : Consultation pro- Consultants Inc.
 

gramme, first publications of RESADOC, relations - February 22, 1979 : Mr AYERBE. Nutritionist 
at Battelle Geneva Research Centre.with Sahellan centres etc... 

SDuring a working session with Mrs Tour6, Direc- -*February 26, 1979 : Mr Joseph J. Lauer,. DI
tor of the Communications Department, the transfer rector Sahel Documentation Centre Michigan 
of document from Massachussets Institute of Tech- State University; 
nology (MIT) to the Sahel Institute was matter of the 

February 27, 1979 : Mr Georges Sola. Ser.!or
debate. 

Technician of hydraulics and rural equipment 
at CIEH.'* VISITS 

In the framework of establishing or strengthe- Mr S.M. Morgan Rural Engineer AID Washing

ning documentation cooperation linkages, RESADOC ton. 

has received the visit of several personnalitles : rom March 9 to 10, 1979 : Mr Amadou A. BousSo. 

- January 18, 1979 : Mrs Brown. Editor at the Director, of the School for Librarians, Archl
review CERES-FAO; vists and Documentalists (EBAD) Dakar lint

- February 7, 1979 : Mr Trevor Chandler. Senior versity. 

RESADOC'S NATIONAL CORRESPODANTS 

Further to the Dakar meeting (5, 6, 7 october 1978) recommendation, RESAiOOC has asked to each mem

ber state to nominate a Correspondant especially entrusted with 

ensuring the linkage between sectorial national centres, usefs and RESADOC coordination team 
* 

dioseminating on national plan and by forescast means all information concerning RESADOC 

organising on the field courses and seminaires as well as missions of Consutants and of RESADOC'S 
Coordinator 
supervising the inventory of Sahel information sources 

The known Correspondants are the following 
- The Republic of the Gambia: 

.	 Miss Sally NJIE, Director of the National Library - Banjul. 

- Upper Volta : Mr Soungalo Traor6, Chief of Personnel and Documentation Ministry of Rural Develop
* 	 ment Ouagadougou. " ..... ': 

- Mali : M. Aliou Badara Doumbia. Chief of Information and Documentation Division Institute for Rural 
Economy Bamako.
 
Seoegal : Mr Omar Dlop. Director of the National Centre of Scientific and technical Documentation
 
(CNDST). 

Delegation Genecale for Scientific and Technical Research Dakar. 
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RELATIONS WITH ORGANISATIONS EXTERNAL TO SAHEL
 
After his entering into functions, the Coordinator has sent to several organlsatlons external to Sahel, at 

circular lettev to Inform them of the creation of RESA DOC and to ask for their participation to the forescost 
activities in the framework of his starting programme. 

Many organisations have already answered positively to this appeal. We warmly thank here their reGpo
sible persons. 

FLASH ON...
 

This colnmn Nr openned to documentation ne ntres of the region so as to let them make their 
activities known and facilitate thus the Information exchanges. 

CIPEA / ILCA - Box 60 Bamako 
(InternationalUvestock Centre for Africa) 

In the framework of the associated programme 
animal production sys

ILCA/MAU, c Research on 
tems in sahelo-sudanian areas of West Africa ,, a 
Documentation Unit has lust been created for the 
needs of researchers based in Mall. 

Miss Marie Thercse Conde, Responsible for this 
Unit has carried out a mission of' prelimalnary con-
tact and Information at the documentation Centre of 
ILCA, Addis Abeba, Box 5689. 

IPD / AO - SAHEL Box 1756 Ouagadougou 
(Pan African Institute for Development) 

Mrs Buchet Frimigacci, previously documentalist 
at theBCI xctive SmccretariatyIsocumhealotat tne CILSS Executive Secretariat, is the head of 

the documentation unit of this organisatlon since 
April 1978. 

She has just issued in March 1979, an c Inven-
tory of the documentation funds , censing about 910documents. A quarterly up dating is for'ecast. 

OMBEVI - PO Box 1382 Bamako(Mallan Office for cattle and meat). 

In the framework of the joint UNDP and FAO 
n9 76.007, project Mr Rechaussat has carried out 
from november 6 to 16, 1978 a consultation mission 
for the setting up of a documentation unit. During 
this mission, he has trained two workers of the offl-
cq,. Mr Tor6 and Keita, for the functionning of the 

proposed system. 

SAHEL INSTITUTE Po Box 1530 Bamako 
The Director of Communications Department and 

the Coordinator of RESADOC have set up a collec-
tion of proposals for the organisation -.the docu-
mentation centre. 


This Centre which has received a relevant aid 
from US-AID, will recruit for may . June two docu-
mentalists of EBAD levei (medium level). Its docu-

mentation fund will be enriched by documents from 
Massachussets State University (MIT). about 4000. 
and from the Sahel Bibliographic Centre of the Michigan State University. 

NATIONAL LIBRARY Po Box 552 anjul 
The National Library has undertaken the publl

cation of an interesting national bibliography, poin
ting out among other things, several non conventlo
nal documents produced by the various ministerial 
departments. Two sections are already available. 
US-AID MINISTRY OF PLANNING - Nouakchott 

In the framework of RAMS (Rural Assessment 
Manpower Survey) project, Mrs J. HEYMAN has 
gathered an Important set of documents, especially 
mt'utiplied reports,artnamicrofiches ondv~peto socio-6conomic 
deve:opment of Mauritania.
 

This fund will be reassigned to the Ministry of 
planning where a documentation unit already existing
is being reorganized. 
OJOLIBA CENTRE P0 BOX 298 BAMAKO 

Place of contact, reflexion and research on third
world problems in general, on African ones andspecially on Mallan ones, the Djoliba Centre offers to 

users great documentation on economic, social, 
anthropologic and technical Issues. 

- Appraisal of the fund (January 1978) 
- 90000 books (Annual Increase about 400 books) 

- 60 periodicals 
- 1200 multiplied docurrants, half of which are 

relafed to studies 

- type of users
 
- youngsters and college students : 16 %
 

- students :65 %
 
- senior officials, researchers :19 % 
The centre ensures as well the dissemination of 

results of studies carried out by the Dioliba Reflexion 
and Sensitization Centre. A list of its publications 
can be obtain undor request. 

ANY CORRESPONDENCE OR SUGGESTION CAN BE SENT TO 
Mr Alioune B. CAMARA 
RESADOC Coordinator 
SAHEL INSTITUTE 
Box 1530 - BAMAKO -. (Mall) 
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N2 July, August, Sept 	 INFO RM ATIO N 

SAHELIAN SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL INFORMATION AND DOCUMENTATION NETWORK
 

The coordination team thanks oil those who have so 
kindly expressed their encouragement on the occasion 
of the first issue of RESADOC -information. Because of 
printing constraints, future issues of Information letter, 
will appear quarterly. 

JOINT RESADOC- EXTERNAL INFORMA-

TION SOURCES
 

CONSULTATION MEETING
 

- OBJECTIVE: 

A consultation meeting between RESADOC and Extarnal informallon 
sources, was held in Bormako July 9, 11, 1979. The objective of the mee
ting was to determine mechanisms for pgrtlclpation by these external 
sources in the Sahelian Scientific and Technical Information and Docu
mentation Network project. Representatives oom interested institutions 
throughout the wor'd, were present as well a-. heads of documentation 
centres In the Sahel. 

The Sahallan representatives presented a review of automated Infor
mation activities In the region. 

- PARTICIPATING INSTITUTIONS: 

* From abroad 

- Centre for Overseas Pest Research - Loncon 
- Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) Rome 
- French Ministry of Cooperation - Paris 
- Institut fur Afrika kunde - Hamburg 
- International Crops Research institute for the Semi Arids Tropics 

(ICRISAT) - Dakar Office 
- Internotionol Development Resaarch Centre (IDRC) Ottawa 
- International Institute for Tropical Agriculture (IITA) Ibadan 
- international Livastock Centre for Africa - Addis Ababa 

C I S S- Land' Resource5 Development Centre - Surbiton - England 
- Michigcn State University : Departernent of Agricultural Economics 

SAHEL INSTITUTE and Sahel Documentotion Centre - East Lansing - Michigan 
- Organisatlon for Economic Cooperation and Development - Sahel 

P.o. 	Box 1530 Antenna (OECD) - Paris d
 
Royal Tropical Institute - Amsterdam
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" From the Sahel 

- Malian Association for Librarians, Archivists and 
- Executive Secretariat of the Permanent Interstates 

Ouagadougou 
- National Scientific and Technical Documentation 
- Rural Economy Institute - Bamako (Observer) 
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Documentallsts (Observer)
 
Committee for drought Control In the Sahel (CILSS) 

centre (CNDST) Dakar 

- Pan African Institute for Development - West Africa Sahel (IPD/AOS) - Ouagadougou 
- Organisation for the Development of th3 Senegal River - OMVS - St-Louis 
- National Compagny for mineral research (SONAREM) Bamako (Observer) 

- RECOMMENDATIONS 

The meeting provided a forum for discussion on the 
RESADOC programme, the future orientation of the 
Sahel Institute's documentation centre and rrecha-
nisms for cooperation. 
The participants recommended that a core collec-
tion be established at the Sahel Institute through the 
transfer of documants indentified in external sour-
ces files and catalogues; it was also recommended 
that a question-answer service (i.e a refereance ser-
vice) be created at the Institute in anticipation of fu-
ture formal relationships between RESADOC and 
other International information networks. 

Activities to be undertaken Immediately Include : 

10) external sources will provide copies of the bi
bliographies and catalogues they produce ; represen
tatives of these sources will also serve as corres
pondents for the question-answer service; 

20) the identification of information sources will 
continue for additions to tha a Provisional Directory 
of External sources v; 

30) further contacts will be made with specialized 
centras involvad in activities related to the priorty
themes of the Ouagadcugou programme, in order to 
obtain copies of progress reports, technical notes,
research reports etu. 

40) an expert will be sent to External Information 
Sources to examine their colectlons and to nogocla
te the transfr of docLuments pertindnt to the Sahel 
Institute's programme. 

- PROVISIONAL DIRECTORY OF EXTERNAL SOURCES: 
RU-SADOC sent a questionnaire to all institutions Invited to this consultation meeting in order to compile

a directory of these sources. The provisional document, prepared for this occasi9n, has been examined by the 
participants who have recommended that it be periodically updated and disseminated to Sahellan centres 
and External sources. For this purpose, RESADOC wishes'to expand the Provisional Directory of External 
Sources and invites all organisations that wish to be listed to write to the Coordindtor, in order to receive 
the questionnaire. RESADOC hopes to issue this direccory in final form by 'the end of 1979. 

ON GOING 

INVENTORY OF INFORMATION 
SOURCES AND UNITS IN SAHEL 

Purpose of the inventory 
The aim of the Inventory is to gather, up-date

and make avai:aole a collection of data as detailed 
and precise as possible on insTitutions engaged in 
information activities, including those with esta-
blished iformation units (library, documentation 
centre, archives etc...). 

The inventory should :offices, 

- Inform users of significant informction sour-


ces 

ACTIVITIES 

- make available necessary data for the preparation and execution of steps aimed at Improving
information transfer in the Sahel. Thus, a planning
and management too- for documentation activities 
will be created and put at the disposal of the Sahel 
Institute and the member states. 

° Institutions to be surveyed 

Generaly speaking, for the purpose of the in
ventory, an institution shall ba defined as any iden
tifiable entity engaged in activities of a scientific 
and technical character, or in ;he fied of rural devdlopment. For example : national libraries, record 

national documentation centres, ministries. 
central administration centres, deve:opment compa
nies and bureaus, university and college libraries, \C\ 
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design offices, research institutions and laborato-
res, International organisations etc... 

* Survey methodology 

Step 1.- Questionnaire design and testing 

idendification of institutions - determinaion of sur-
vey plans and questionnaire ana!vsls. 

This step was carried out In May Lid June with 

the Assistance of Mr. Michel J. MENOU an infor-
mation sciences consontant. Upon comp!eicn cf the 
questionnaire design. the Coordinator ana C:j-u!-
tant visited selected countries to compiete instil:u-
tional identification, test the questionnaire. estlhijate 
time required for implesrentation, includinij the hu-
man and logistic factors, and finally Identify local 
professionals to assist in carrying out the survey. In 
connection with tha lost mentioned activi.t, a mee-
ting with professionals in Upper Volta, iesulted in 
their agreement to participate in 'the execution of 
the survey, 

Calendar of visits :Niger : May 23 - 30; Upper 
Volta :May 31 - June 6; Senegal :June 7 - 17; 
Mauritania :June 18 - 22, 1979. 

Step 2. - Local surveys
"'-

Given the necessity to collect reliable data inGive thtocolectrelibledatneessi in 

order to produce a valid Inventory, it has been re-
fild thacommnde urves b carie~ oucommended that field surveys be carried out byby 

skilled professionals. RESADOC Is studying the fea

sabillty of this formula. Meanwhile, the inventory will 
continue through missions undertaken by the 'oor
dinator in collaboration with RESADOC correspon-
dents or other professionals. 

Step 3. - Analysis of collected data and publi-

cation of resufts. Up-dating procedures. 
RESADOC expects to employ ISIS software to 

analyse inventory data, through time-sharing with 

CNDST which already has an established data-base 
covering Sanegal's information and documentation 
units. The base to be created will be utilized for the 
production of 0lrectorles (sources, speclalsts, etc...) 
lists of periodicals and materials. Finally, in order to 
continually have access to current inforntion, it 
will be necessary to define an up-dating procedure. 
This constitutes one of the more important aspects 
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of the operation being presently uridertaken and will 
be reviewed p-rlodically. 

STRENGTHENING OF THE DAKAR'S 

SCHOOL FOR LIBRARIANS,..". 
ARCHIVISTS AND DOCUMENTALIST. 

- (EBAD) 

- Equipment for the App'ication Centre 

The planned purchase of equipment, Is designed 
to enrich the existing training structurea. The cen
tre will provlc'e tools for instruction for the teaching 
staff and will offer to the students, 3 practical source 
of hands-on experience, relevant to their subse
quent activities. 

Upon EBAD'S proposal and in accordance with 
the Sahe, Institute, the purchase of the following 
equipment is expected :1 selecto-file, 1 video sys
tern (video-tape recorder), 1 microfiche reader-prin
ter, 1 retro projector and 1 dupficator for tronspa
rent thermocopy, 5 slide'vlewers and 4, b'ss'ette re
corders. 1 tape recorder + 1 synchro-slide. This 
materla! should be available at the beginning of this 
year's term in october. 

- Teaching posltionj 
The selection prncedure for candidates to these 

posts. is underway, at the leve; of interested ageni
cles (US-AID. French Cooperation).
cis(SADFrnhCopatn)

These positions - two specialists ;n information 
-

sciences,-will reinforce the present staff of EBAD'S
see wils reinforatio 

douertnsctn.Setdcaideshul 

assume duties, beginning with the October 1979 

- TRAINING PROGRAMME 

Sevsral sc lor~hips have been placed at the dis
posal of RESmDOC for the training of senior pro
fessionals at the UNESCO post-graduate course 
a(CPU)BDand for the training of junior professionals 

RESADCG will publish a list of students receiving 
these scholarhips. 

- CONSULTATION ON THE PROJECT 
STRATEGY: 

I 
Mr Dilby SALL. Head of the OMVS DocLumentation 

Centre and RESADOC adviser, will carry out a one



4 No 2RESADOC - INFORMATION 

month mission at the Sahel Institute, in order to 
" examine with the coordination team, the project's

development. 

During this first meeting, that will take place from 
August to September, the following activittea will be
undertaken :the preparation of the Sahelian docu-
mentallsts' meeting, the implemantation of the data 
base wih existing centres, the organisation of the 
study mission on rescue - operations for non-oon-
ventional literatur' (maps, plans etc...c. 

PREPARATORY MISSION FOR 
THE OPERATION MANUAL
 

While awarding the appointment of the consultant
 
charged with the writing of the operation manual,
a preparatory miss.on will be carried out to determine the characteristics of this document. It will
take place in August and will be conducted by Miss 
M.BONNICHON from the Documntation Centre for 
Agricultural Products Industries (CDIUPA). The mission will be financed by the Frenc. Mnistry forCooperation, which Is also financing publication for 
the manual. 

FUTURE ACTIVITIES
 

MEETING OF SAHEUAN DOCUMEN TALISTS
 

The objective of the meeting is to apprize docu mentalists in the region of the development of RESA-DOC'S activities in view of their participation in the network :exchange of documents at both the regionallevel and with external sources ; inventory of Information sources and units; bibliographic data input for the
Network data base, etc...

The meeting will be held before Ahe end of the year In Bamako. 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE DATA BASE:
 
In order to offer Immediate service to users, RE SADOC plans, In collaboration with computerized centres, to exploit existing bases for the production of thematic Indexes covering several countries. In connection with tha data-base activities, RESADOC will recruit in October one analyst-indexer, to assist with

Input operations. 

RESADOC'S CORRESPONDENTS
 
RESADOC is pleased to announce the nomination of Mrs Betina Pals SANTOS, from the Praia Centro

0,.Documentacdo Tecnica e Clentifica, as RESADOC Correspondent for CAPE VERDE.We are always expecting the appointment of RESADOC'S correspondents for Mauritania, Niger andChad. 

ANY CORRESPONDENCE OR SUGGESTION CAN BE SENT TO 

Mr Alioune B. CAMARA 
RESADOC Coordinator 

SAHEL INSTITUTE 

Box 1530 - BAMAKO - Mali 



NEWS FROM ABROAD
 

- ELEMENTS FOR A BIBLIOGRAPHY OF THE SAHEL DROUGHT 
The third up-dating (ref. 964-1634) of this bibliography compiled by Mrs F. BEUDOT from the Sahel Do

cumentation Antenna of the OECD Development centre, was Issued In April 1979. 

- SAHEL BIBLIOGRAPHIC BULLETIN: 
This quaterly publication of Michigan State University's Sahel Documentation centre (East-Lansing, Michi

gan) is sent free, upon request, to researchers and users, interested in Sahellon problems. 

- A SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF CLUB DU SAHEL AND CILSS DOCUMENTS 
Compiled by Gall A. Kostinko - Washington DC : Koba Associates - June 1979 - 44 p. 
This bibliography, prepared for the US-AID Sahel Deve!opment Programme, lists over 300 documents 

both those issued by the CLUB and CILSS, and aiso, studies prepared by Consultants at their request. 
Entries are arranged by the working groups of thd CLUB and CILSS. This bibliography was developped 

from documents in the collection of US-AID'S Sahel Deve!opment Programme Information and Resouros 
Centre. 

Available from: SDP, Regional Desk AFR-SFWA-SDP Rm 2635 N.S. 
US Agency for International Development Washington D.C. 20523 

- ARID LANDS ABSTRACTS: 
A new monthly review, Arid Lands Ab3tracts, joint.y produced by CAB and the University of Arizona's 

Office for Arid Lands Studies (OALS), will begin publication in January 1980. 
About 5.000 abstracts will be published annually on th6mes of Interest to Arid Lands researchers throu

ghout the world. 
Commonwealth Agricultural Bureaux Arid Lands Information Center 
Farnham Royal Office of Arid Lands Studies 845 N. Park 
Slough SL 2. 3 BN United Kingdom University of Arizona 

Tuscan Arizona 85719. 

APPLICATION OF MODERN TECHNOLOGY TO INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
(AMTID) 

The National Technical Information Service (NTIS) publishes monthly, an AMTID newsletter which lists 
research reports or studies concerning dev3"opping cou ntries. 

This letter, sent free upon request to researchers and users in these couintries, is issued in English, 
French and Spanish. 

In the past, special issues have been devoted to water resources (May 1978), hea'th (Noverber 1978), 
energy proble:s, environment and natural resources (December 1978). 

For more information, write to Mr . HOUNSELL, NTIS 425 - 13 th Street - N.W. Washington DC 20 004. 

FLASH ON.. 

We kindly remind the docunentation insti tutions of the region, that this column is theirs. 
We invite them to write and inform us of acti vities in their respective centres. These informa
tion will keep this column supplied with news aind make it aive. 

- SCHOOL FOR LIBRARIANS, May, one aftarnoon per week, often on ruesdays, 
students, supervised by teachers in the Documenta-

ARCHIVISTS AND DOCUMENTALISTS : tion section. visit services little or un-organised in
EBAD Po Box 3252. DAKAR oder to carry out practical work. 

Within the fram.work of this activity, the Section 

ON THE FIELD OPERATIONS has reorganised the Documentation Service of the 
The policy of on the field operations is verifying C:inical and Blologica: Medecine Service of the Mlxt 

itself more and more each year. From February to Pharmacy and Medacine Facuity, as well as rhe do



curnfentatlon Service of the Environment Training 
- Programme (ENDA). 

For the two cited services, the main field work 
objectives were: 

10) design a logical an physical organisation for 
the documentation unit, while keeping in mind, the 
pre-existing organisational process as a whole. 

20) alter the system structure to be responsive to 
user needs, without requiring a complex change in 
habits of the users of these systems. That was how 
the students designed in col'aboration with the tea-
chers of the Preventive Medecine and Public health 

me-service, a simple classification plan for theses, 
moirs and off-prints (about 700 documents) and 45 
titles of periodicals. 

While at ENDA, where the documentation function 
is clearly visible, an UNITERM file was set up to the 
great satisfaction of users. In thisservice, 354 do-
cuments were Identified among which 15 ENDA pu-
bilcations and 93 titles of periodicals, 

Unfortunately, in these two services, collections 
of periodicals are uncomplete 

(Excerpt from the Progress report of the Documen-
tation Section - May '979) 

- WORK BY STUDENTS (4th class - 1978-1979) 

Bibliography on the Sahel:• 
A special EBADOC issue (bibliographic bulletin of 

EBAD students) was devoted to drough'. This very 
interesting bibliography of about 90 references was 
compi.ed under the supervision of the teaching staff 
and in collaboration with the library of the Intersta-
tes School for Veterinarian and Medecine Sciences 
(EISMV). it includes analytical and reference sac-
tons as well as arious indexes (set of initials,
thor, subject etc...). 

* Analysis of periodicals in the field of Information. 
sciences, available at the library 

This work, carridd out during an applied methods 
course at the end of the school year, Is the focus 
of the 2 nd EBADOC bulletin. 

The examined periodicals are :E 
- UNESCO bulletin for libraries (1961-1978) 
- Bu;letIn of French libraries (1956-1978) 

Documentation in France (1960-1965)-

This bibliography will be very usefull to students 
and teachers, as well as professionals. 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY OF THIE 

552 BANJULGAMBIA Po Box 
The National Bibliography of the Gambia Vol. 3 

No. 1 is the fourth to be compiled by the National 
Library of the Gambia since It started in 1977, in 
accordance with the legal deposit provisions of the 
Gambia Library Board Act, No. 31 of 1q76. 

Scope : - The scope of the bibliography is the 
same as the previous Issues i.e covering books., 
and pamph!ets, published in the Gambia and recei
ved under the I.Nal deposit provis!on-3 of the afore 
mentioned Act as well as those about the Gambia 
and Gambians published abroad. Inaddition It In
cludes periodicals and newspapers and new serial 
titles published for the first time. 

A!though the Gambia Library Board Act provides 
for the deposit of all published matarials, Including 
maps, films, tape recordings and broad sheets, the 
National Library is not yet in a position to pursue 
the col*ection of these materials. It is hoped the 
situation would be Improvdd in the near future. 

- NATIONAL DOCUMENTATION AND 

REPROGRAPHY CENTRE 

UPPER VOLTA 

c/o Scientific and Technological Research GeneralDirection 
PO Box 7192 .. Ouagadougou 

The c-ntre was created in october 1978, to ensure 
the coordination of documentation activities at the 
national level. Defined, as the legal depository for 
documentation in the f121.d of scientific and techno
logical research, It is also an editing and dissemi
nation centre for scientific and technical documents. 
It Is no yet operational but, since October 1978, MrIu-
SOME Damascene has been planning initial activi
ties of the centre. 

- iNTERSTATES SCHOOL FOR VETE-

RINARIAN AND MEDECINE SCIENCES: 

I S MV Po Box 5077 - DAKAR 

The library has just Issued its first bibliographic
bulletin, produced through examination and analysis
of the various specializecd periodicals received in 
1977-1978. This ibrary is headed by Mrs Marlam 
DIOUF, from the second class of EBAD documen
talists (1976-77). 

http:compi.ed


Appendix B
 

united nations educational, scientific and cultural organization
 

0N[S I organizaci6n de las naciones unidas para la educaci6n, la ciencia y la cultura
 

organisation des nations unies pour l'6ducation, la science et la culture 

77.16.1.07,place de Fontenoy, 75700 PARIS intrernational + 33-1-S77.16.10 
cables: Unesco Paris 
telex: 204461 Paris 

telephone: national ( 1) 

The Director-General 

reference: DG/9715 2 0 SEP. 1979 

Dear Mr Matthews,
 

I have just received the report of the African Council on
 
Communication Education (ACCE) Dialogue on "Communication Education/
 
Training Needs in Africa" and hasten to thank you for sending me a
 
copy and for your kind accompanying letter.
 

You know how important Unesco considers the improvement of
 
communication systems in the developing countries, and it is
 
gratifying to note chat the Organization's role in stimulating
 
interest in this question was acknowledged at the Washington
 
meeting.
 

Unesco accordingly welcomes initiatives aimed at contributing
 
to this process of improvement. The ACCE Dialogue is such an
 
initiative and one which has the merit of first letting the
 
Africans speak about their needs, with a view to mustering co
operative assistance to meet their development objectives.
 
I hope the meeting will have proved useful in assessing and
 
responding to those needs and objectives.
 

Yours sincerely,
 

Amadou.-Mahtar M'Bow
 

Mr Daniel G. MATTHEWS
 
North American Liaison
 
ACCE
 
African Bibliographic Center
 
1346 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.
 
Suite 901
 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20036
 '4U.S.A. 
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