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Liberia--Fire 

December 12, 1977 

~est Po int ne iqhborhood of Monrovia, r.. iber ia 

,.., 
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100 far.iil ies, est i.i11ated 950 peoole 

20 roulti-familv dwellinqs destroyed, 15 multi-family 
dwellings damaged, value estimated at $100,000 

P. fire of unknown or iq in destroved 20 multi-family houses and damaged 
another 15, leavinq about 950 people homeless. 

The fire occurred in West Poi:it, one of thP. most depressed of the llrban 
slum areas around Monrovia. 

Act ion· Tc=1ken ·bv· the ·c-0ver111T1ent ·of· fJiber ia · (G:lL) ------------------------ ------· 
-- President Tolbert inspected the burned out area and declared a disaster. 

He set up a disaster relief cormiittee chaired by the Minister of Local 
Govern111ent. 

The Liberian National Bous i!iq Authori tv (NHA) was given resoons ib il i ty for 
a iO ina, the homeless f arr il ies. The !>~HJ\ req istered all fire victims by 
family. Forty families were housed right away in a C-OL-sponsored housing 
estate: the other 60 families moved in with relatives and wen=- provided 
with some cash and in-kind assistance by the C..OL and other donors. 

The C.OL decided to move the fire victims out of West Point. The NH?\ 
ntarted a low-cost housinq Qroject which would accornodate the 100 families. 
The dollar value of this self-helo was estimated at $800,000. 

'fCVrAL - $800,000 

~~~j~tan~ Provided by the Un i_!~d States f,over~nt_ ( tJSGl 

-- On December 15, 1977, the ll.S. Charqe d'.l\ffairs in Liberia, r--ir. Harold 1-foran, 
deter~ined that a disaster cf such a waqnitucle as to warrant USG assistance 
had occurred in Liheria. 

A contrihut.ion of $5,000 was made to assist in resettlinq the homeless fire 
victims. 

A housing expert who was in Liberia on l:emporary duty at the time of the 
fire helped with the assessment. The resettlement phase received support 
from a regular USG housinq develoJ?ment proqram. 

'IDTAL - $5 ,000 \ 
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Ass istan£~2rov ided ~-§~..YE.!E!1tarv __ ~en£J.es 

-- None 

~2~ ista!1£~~!!~v i_9~~E.Y~!'e · In,!~!!1!1.! ioE!l.! Co!!'~E!l}.!=.Y 

-- Federal Republic of Gemany -- cash and in-kind, details not reQorted 

-- Netherlands -- cash and in-kind, detoils r.ot reported 

-- Uni tea f{ inqdom -- cash and in-kind, de ta il.s not reported 

'TOTAL - not reoorted 


