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Gtmbi~--PowEr SbortEge 

DAte: ~ovember 22, 1977, 8nd June 25, 197fl 

Location: rAnjul end metrorolitPn rre~ 

ne~d: o 

Peopl~ fffected: e5,0CO (ropulation of the ~js~ster ~reF) 

Dar'.agE·: F.stimcled ~LI mill ion 

The Disrcst.<:r 

On rov<:riiber 22, 1977, r1 generator 01•nf:d by t.t·e Gar.1bfa UUli ties 
Corr,orc.:tion, ci parr:st;:it<-1 crgciniwtion, mclfunctioned c:nd hJ.fH up. 
Duf'! to <1 sct,E::duling mix-up, no ~upervisory personnel were on llcind 
<·t L.he tir.1e of the ex rlo~ion. 

Tbe e;ene:rator which blf'w up, f!o. 5, hcid ri nr.pacity of ?.2 r::er,ewatts. 
The explosion ~lso scvcrPly drm8ged ~ neighborinR eenerEtor, No. 6, 
and a nerrby idle ccnerFtor, No. 2. 

Gener2tor No. 2 w2s re~nired rnd put bFck into service one month l~ter. 
Eanjul then ht:1d 2.2 lfiegcii.:atts of power; the normd demrnd was for 5 
megc:.\..'atts. 

During the ~ontt: thFt ~o. ~ was being repAircd, water rnd sanitation 
servicPs were interr.iittent. The only hospHal in the arec; "'as e>ble to 
obtain c- .c;enerator for powerinr, its bio-medicr.l services, but C1lso had 
tc handlE an iricrecised load of pcitfont s who would t:av€ p;one to clinics 
if clinics had had power. 

Jil so during the r:ionth that No. 2 was be int~ repaired, the Government of 
the GambiD (GOTG) purchased three high-speed 760 kilow~tt generators. 
Two were flown to the Gambia by the United Kingdom F'oypl f\i r Force ris 
a contribution from the United KingdoM. The third \.:as trcinsported by 
ship. These were stand-by generators for peak lords; however, ?.11 
three were used full-time. 

On llay 1, 1978, one of the stand-by gem~rat.ors fciiled. r:o. 2 fai.led 
egDin on June 25, 1978. No. 6 was still under repair. On July 2, 
a second of the high-speed generators failed. t!eithP.r could be rep<lired 
in the Gcimbici. 

Water works and some businesses such as bakeries received avail ciblr. 
po\.:er. .".bout 75~· of all medical vaccines were lost during these power 
outages. The fishing industry, dependent upon refrigaretion, also 
suffered gre?tly. 
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Solicitations by the GOTG resulted in the United fl'ations' s rurctrnsinp, Pnd 
shipping three Bencr~tors (750 kilowatts epch) to the Gembi~. Thefe 
E.rrived on August 20, 19'(8 rnd were set up in the metroJ.-'Olitrn e:rea - in 
Banjul, in the industrial park of KBnifing, and in ~erekundr. 

Action TeJ.:en by the Governmer.t of the GambiP (GOTG) 

The GCTG purchased tbree stand-by generators as 2n interim me~surA in 
December, 1977. 

Appeals for c.:ssistance wer~ ri:::de to the United Nations Devel orment 
Program (UNDP), the Office of tl1e United t!citions Coordinf!tor for 
Disaster Relief (UHDRO), the Unlted t:ations Industricil Dcvelop:ient 
CrBrnizetion (UIJIDO), and to the U. S. Government. 

The Department of Public l-!orks aided the GambiR Utilities Corrorrtion 
in inst~lling the three don~tcd generator~. 

TOTAL - not reported 

Assistcncc Provided by the Ur.ited States Government (USG) 

On Auuust 10, 197e, the Acting Chrrge d'Affairs, Rosil A. NesbPrg, 
determined that a disaster of such a magnitude as to wa!"rant USG 
c.:ssistance existed in the Gambia. 

The USG corrtrtbuted $83,146 to the cost of transporting the three 
generators from New York Ci t.y, where they were acquired, to ranjul. 
(Total tre,nsportation costs were $123,146; UNDP and UUDRO eech 
contributed $20,000.) 

Totvl - ~83,146 

Assistance Provided by u.g. Voluntary Agencies 

-- tlonc 

Assistance Provided by the Internation~l Community 

United Nations System 

Internc:tional Eank for Reconstruction and Developnent (World Bank) -- 3 
technicians to advise on the electricc.l system tn the Gcimbia 

UNDP - 3 generators, spare parts, and technical cissi strmce all valued 
~t $440,000 and $20,000 for transport of the generators 

UNDRO -- $20, 000 for trc.nsport of the above generators 
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Ur•:rno -- ~·49 I coo for i?' 5p0.Cicd industric.l prcjcct t.o t'E;p?ir r:o o " 

anC.: r:o. c ('.cncrr..tors 

Goverm11cnt.~ 

Federrl Hcpubl ic of Germ my -- onf.· tect·nicifn 

Seneg<:l -- offer of 5 [cncntors, rcfus('(! by Gorr. brcruse of the <Fe 
of the generEtors 

--United Kingdom -- one tcchnici~n, s~rvices of the PAF in delivering 2 
stc.nd-by ~encrrtors 

Pri VE.tc· 

-- Spar.ish contrc;ctor~. -- lorn of a cene:rr.tor for c:: speci fie c-rce 

TOTAL - t529,000 


