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SUNFARY REPCRT Janusry, 1970

Gembia——-Power Shortzge

Dete
Date: Novemﬁer 22, 1977, and June 25, 1978
Location: Fanjul &nd metroroliten rres
Dead: 0

People Affected: 85,000 (population of the disaster ores)

Dar.age: Fstimeted &4 million

The Disester

Cn Fovember 22, 1977, » generator owned by the Gambia Utilities
Corporztion, a parestatel crgenization, melfunctioned and blew up.
Due to a scheduling mix-up, no supervisory persornel were on hand
¢t Lhe time of the explocsion.

Thie generator vhich blew up, No., 5, had a capacity of 2.2 mefewatts,
The explosion &lso severely demaged ¢ neighboring generztor, Mo, 6,
and 2 necrby idle generstor, No. 2.

Generctor Mo, 2 wes repaired end put bsck into service one month lzter.
Eanjul then had 2.2 megewztts of power; the normel demend was for §
regewetts.

During the rontk thet No. 2 was being repaired, water end sanitation
services were intermittent. The only hospital in the arez wvas able to
obtain ¢ generator for poviering its bio-medicel services, but also had
tc handle an increased load of patients who would have gone to clinics
if cliniecs had had power.

Also during the month that No., 2 was being repaired, the Government of
the Gambia (GOTG) purchased three high-speed 760 kilowztt generators.,
Two wvere flown to the Gambia by the United Kingdom Foyel Air Force as
a contribution from the United Kingdom. The third was transported by
ship. These were stand-by generators for peak losds; however, all
threc were used full-time.

On llay 1, 1978, one of the stand-by generators failed. to, 2 feiled
zgain on June 25, 1978. No. 6 was still under repair. On July 2,

a second of the high-speed generators failed., WNeither could be repaired
in the Gembia,

Water works and some businesses such as bakeries received aveileble
pover. About 75% of all medicel vaccines were lost during these power
outages. The fishing industry, dependent upon refrigeretion, also
suffered greatly.



-- Solicitations by the GOTG resulted in the United Netions's purchasinz and
shipping three generztors (750 kilowatts eech) to the Gembia. There
errived on August 20, 1978 &nd were set up in the metropoliten zrea - in
Banjul, in the industrial park of Kenifing, end in ferekunde.

Action Teken by the Government of the Gambie (GOTG)

~- The GCTG purchssed tkree stand-by generators 2s an interim measure in
December, 1977.

—- Appesls for assistance were mcde to the United MNations Development
Progrem (UNDP), the Cffice of the United MNations Coordinator for
Disaster FRelief (UNDRO), the United MNations Industrial Development
Crgznizetion (UNIDO), and to the U, S. Government.

-~ The Department of Public Yorlks aided the Gambir Utilities Corporestion
in instelling the three donzted generators,

TOTAL - not reported

Assistence Provided by the Urited States Government (USG)

-- 0On August 10, 1978, the Acting Cherge d'Affzirs, Rosil A, MNesberg,
determined that a disaster of such a magnitude as to warrant USG
cssistance existed in the Gambia,

-- The USG contributed $83,14€¢ to the cost of transporting the three
generators from New York City, where they were acquired, to Fanjul.
(Total trensportation costs were $123,146; UNDP and UNDRC each
contrituted $20,000,)

Total - £63,146

Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntery Agencies

-- None

Assistance Provided by the International Community

United Netions System

-- Internstional Eank for Reconstruction and Development (World Bank) =~ 3
techniciens to advise on the electrical system in the Gambia

-- UNDP — 3 generators, spare parts, and technical essistoance zll1 valued
at $440,000 and $20,000 for transport of the generators

-— UNDRO -~ $20,000 for transport of the above generators



-3 -
-~ UNTDO -- $4G,000 for = specisl industrizl preject to repeir Lo, 2
and¢ lo. € pener:ztors
Governments
-~ Federcsl Republic of Germeny -- one teclnicien

~- Senegecl —-- coffer of 5 gencrctors, refused by GOTC becruse ¢of the fye
of the generctors

-~United Xingdom -- cne technicisn, services of the FAF in dclivering 2
stend-by generctors

Priveate
-— Spanish contrezctors -— loen of 2 renerater for & specific cree

TOTAL - £526,000



