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Patos Cetober, 1977
Tocat ion: Miibouti City (5 of 10 townships), Amboul i, Ohock,
Al Sabiech, Hollholl
Nead s ()
Tnjureds 0

Peonle Affecteds 85,000
Nomel esng 6,000

Damaan s 10,000 buildinas damaned, undetermined mumber of roads
and bridaes destroved, total property darage ostimated at
S2.9 million

The Nisaster

== The roiny cearon in Diibouti lasks Trom October to March with short raing
in October and November., Normally, the annual rainfall is between 5,1 and
.1 inches,  Peavy tains occur every six to seven years., In October, 1977,
it roined for ten concecutive aave, excending the annual averaae rainfall by
at least ten inches,

== Diibont i City possesses very lLittle resistance to rains. The city is laid
ovt in blocke with intersecting streete raised above the adjoining block
areas in sowe nlacen; the streets act as dvkes since storm drains are
alwost non-exintent,  The anderlving soil is rather impervious volcanic
ash (hasott).,

-~ Standina woter was fonr to Five feet deep in somp areas of the citv and
outhroaks of disrase were feared.

-~ While cone tlood victims were ovacuated from their homes, the majoritv
remained at their bome sites so as not to lose their possessions or their
scnattina riahte, A numher of the affected people were refuaees (rom the
armed conflicte in the Yorn of Africa,

-~ Tt wor fearea that cold woather in the aftervath of the rains would harm
livestock in the interior of the country, Rains and cold weather in 1976
had killed some 20,000 sheen, acats, and cattle near Ali Sabieh, Fortunately,
nomaast herde wore not advnrsn]v affected,

Action taken by the Covernment of the kepubtic of nibouti (CROD)

-- The national army, the firemen corps, the police corps, most civil
servants, and many civiliang acaisted in mmpina out affected areas,
distribut ina food supplies and blankets, and evacuating the homeless,
local self-helr eofforts were airected toward diaging conals hetween
arcas of trapped water to facilitate the pumping.
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-- The homeless were sheltered in S0-person tents donated by the U, 8,
Government for the GROD's refuaee proaram,

-- The GROD apvealed for outside assistance in the form of medicines,
blankets, and equipment such as pumps and insecticide sprayers.

TOTAL - not reported

Assistance Provided by the tnited States Covernment (NSG)

-~ The U. 8§, Charqe d' Affairs in Diibouti, Walter Clarke, accompanied by an
epidemiologist from the Center for Disease Control (Atlanta) who was in
Diibouti to advise on medical agpects of the refuaee problem, toured the
flooded townships of Diibouti City and found that outside assistance was
needed. On October 24, 1977, the Charge determined that a disaster of
such a magnitude as to warrant USG assistance existed in Djibouti,

-- Qeneral Purpose Large (S0-person) tents, which had been sent to Dibouti
for use in the refuace proaram, were used to house flood victims that were
also refugees.

-~ Insecticides to control the fly and mosquito populations fostered by the
flood waters, spravers, a foqaer, some medlcal suppl ies that were
procured by the World Health Oraanization. and aid in cleanup were contri-
buted by the USC at a cost of §28,190,

'KYW\L - $28 '190

Assistance Provided by Ui 8: Voluntary Maencies

R gy oy

-- None a~tive in Diiboutt

Assistance Provided by the International Commonity

-~ France - mobil ization of local French Army troops; marine firemen with
three pumps from Marseilles

== The World Health Oraanization (WHQ) assisted the USG in procurement of
medical supplies (25,000 disposable syringes; 10,000 tetracycline
capsules; 10,000 doses diphthertla vaccine; 10,000 doses measles vaccine;
35,000 doses polio vaccine; 1,000 bottles furoxone solution). A WHQ
doctor, an epidemiologlist working with the anti-smallpox campaian, helped
in assessing the medical situation. WHO also contributed 120 liters of abate
insecticide.

TOTAL - not reported
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Date: Febhruary, 1978
Locat ion: Mibouti City, Obock, Arbouli, Al{ Sabieh
Deads 0
Injured: 0

People Affected: 100,000

Homel esst 6,000

Damaqe : 5 butldings destroyed and 15,000 damaaed, destruction of
undetermined number of roads, electric and telephone
wirina

The Disaster

- W

-~ Heavy rains in October, 1977, had created a disaster sitvation in NMiboutt,
In February, 1978, unusually heavy rains anain affected Djibouti City,
Cbock, Ambouli, and Ali Sabieh, with the heaviest rains in Ditbouti Clty
fallina on February 25, when 3 inches fell within a 24-hour reriod,

-- 1n parts of Djibouti City, flood waters were three feet deep, The rather
impetvious volcanic soil had already been saturated bv early February rains,

-- Obock renorted ten inches of rain for Februarv., (The annual averaae is
5.1=-=8.1 inches of rainfall,)

-=- Thouah catastrophic for city dwellers, the rains were welcomed by farmers
and nomads for thelr crops and herds,
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-~ The national army, the volice corps, and the national security force
were mobilized to provide rellef to flood victims.

~= Of the 6,000 homeless, 2,000 were sheltered In schools, office buildings,
and larqe tents donated by the U, §, Government for the refugee proqram
there,

== 'The GROD beqan discussions with a United Natlong team with a view to pre~
venting future disasters of this nature by levelinqg of f and fillina in
flood-prone reslidential aquarters of Djiboutl City.

TOTAL = not reported
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Aasistance Provided by the Dnited States Covernment ' (USG)
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-= On March 2, 1978, the U, &, Charqe d'Affairs in Dibouti, Walter Clarke,
determined that a disaster of such a maanitude ag to warrant USG anais-
tance had occurred in M ibouti,

-= Six pumps and spare parts were purchased in France and afrlifted to
Dithouti at a total cost of §54,513, The pumps were usted to direct
the water into canals and nipelines leading to the sea.

POPATL ~ §$54,513

Acsiatance Provided by U, &, Voluntary Aaencien
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Assistance Provided by the International Cammonity

-- Caritas -~ distribution of food supplies and hlankets
== France - loan of pumps and miltary caulpment; flour

-= Red Cross = distribution of food suppl les and blankete

== UNICPF= distribution of food supplies and bhlankets

TOTAL ot reported
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