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Zambia - Floods 

Date: Early February, 1978 

Location: LusJka - townships of Kanyama, Misisi, Chaisa, George, 
Frenk, and Johnny LEng 

Injured: 900 

PeoplE Affected: :o,ooo 

Damage: 1,255 private dwellings destroyea, roads and bridges 
damagea, damage estimated at $195 1000 

The Cisaster 

~ainfall was unusually heavy during February, 1978 (~0-50} above normal) 
and heavy rains continued through Aprtl, 197E. 

~ost seriously affected were the shanty towns surrounding the Z&mbian 
capital of Lusaka. Some areas were temporarily cut off by damage to 
rocds and bridges. 

1he extensive dcmc.ge to housing was attributed to the construction of' 
the houses. Many were squatters' residences that were built on marsh 
land with rio foundcitions. The cement used had been mixed with mud. 

Action Taken by the Government of Zambia (GOZ) 

President Kaunda declared a disaster in the flood-affected areas on 
March~' 1978, and est2blished c Disaster Relief Fund. 

The Office of the Lusaka Province Cabinet Minister was charged with 
responsibility for immediate relief measures through April. At a 
cost of t5~ 1 000, the flooded area was drained, the transport system 
was restored, a p~eventive health program including spraying was 
implemented, and some 20,000 flood victims were evacuated to 
temporary accomodations at the Lusaka Fairgrounds. There was major 
concern about cholera; ho~ever, no epidemic conditions occurred. 
Dykes were built to allow drainage and roads were raisea. 

Some 250 families wer€ r~settled in non-affected arecs of Lusaka with 
the help of local voluntary organizations. Many other flood victims 
simply returned to their villages. 
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