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The following is an interim report on the international
symposium, "Amazoniai Extinction or Survival?--The Impact of
National Development on the Native People of Lowland Tropical
South America," which was held during the period of 18-23 April,
1978, at the University of Wisconsin, Madison. Partial support for
this symposium was provided in the form of a grant from the United
States Agency for International Development--Project Number 598-
6587322. The organizing committee is very grateful for this
generous support. As stipulated in the grant agreement, the final
report will be in the form of a book documenting the proceedings
of the symposium. This book will be published by the University
of Wisconsin Press during 1979. Among other items, a summary of
that book is included in this report.

Rationale for the Symposium

In 1492, just prior to the first European landfall in the
Americas, the aboriginal population of Amazonia was approximately
8 million. Today there are only about 500,000 people living in
Amazonia, many of whom are non-Indian colonists. Exploitation
and systematic decimation of indigenous Amazonia, however, is not
a new phencmenon. Beginning with European exploration and
slaving raids of the sixteenth century, extending through the
Rubber Boom at the turn of the twentieth century, and continuing
until the present time, numerous accounts document a tragic
history. Euro-Americans murdered and enslaved Native Americans
while simultaneously precipitating startling depopulation through
the introduction of epidemic disease into virgin populations.
Nevertheless, native people, their society, and their culture
survived this depopulation, and today many still exist as healthy,

well-adapted populations.

However, left to its own devices, non-Indian society may
very quickly and finally finish the process it started in the
fifteenth century. And it may wantonly destroy the Amazoni.n
ecosystem as well. To jllustrate, in Brazil one North American
entrepreneur recently cleared 250,000 acres of forest in order to
test new agricultural techniques. Thousands of other people are
clearing forest for similar purposes. Most agricultural and
ecological experts predict that such nexperiments" are doomed to
fajlure. Meanwhile, whenever such experiments take place,
indigenous people are usually uprooted and relocated in less

desirable locations.
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In southern Venezuela and northern Brazil recent mineral
exploration has brought mining concerns into the area. Right
behind them, roads are being constructed to supply the mines and
transport the extracts. 1In 1977, when one of these new highways
provided a vector for epidemic disease, sixty-seven Indians living
in an American Evangelical mission site died of measles. Roads
have alsoe-served to carve up Indian reservations such as the

Xingu reserve in Brazil.,

Likewise, petroleum deposits have occuasioned three major
pipelines running from the Amazon to the Pacific coasts ¢f Colombia,
Ecuador, and Peru. The pipelines are paralleled by access roads
which, in addition to providing vectors for transmitting disease,
serve as avenues for displaced Andean populations who are currently
colonizing Amazonia at a rate which has never occurred before.
Brazil's well-known Trans-Amazon highway, ostensibly constructed
to siphon off excess population from Brazil's impoverished
northeast, has carved its way deep into Brazilian Amazonia. Many
observers have questioned the motives and wisdom of such
colonization schemes. The opinion of an agricultural economist,
Ernest Feder, is typical when he writes that "there is by and large
ro need for large-scale transfers of peasants to outlying areas in
order to provide them with land resources...as a general rule
proposals for increased colonization are designed to bypass the
land tenure problems posed by latifundismo."

The tragic irony of colonization is that, as it displaces
indigenous people and introduces new diseases, it is not providing
a livable, long-term livelihood and .existence for the colonists.
By and large the land-use systems which they introduce are totally

inappropriate for Amazonian soils.

Consequently a pattern has developed: land utilized for
agriculiure by colonists quickly becomes incapable of intensive
cultivation, colonists expand further into the interior, the
depleted land is then converted tc extensive pasture land, and
ranching is undertaken largely by absentee large land owners or
companies who have little long-term interest in the area. Regarding
this pattern, Shelton Davis has recently written that "a German
ecologist noted that he observed a single cattle company with a
team of 1,000 men at work in the Amazon, cutting down the forest and
indiscriminately ruining the land. If land clearance continued on
this scale, the ecologist predicted, around 1990 there would be a
'series of ecological crises' throughout the Amazon region of
Brzzil." These crises will have enormous national economic as well
ac local humar impact. Much of the Amazon could become savannah
land which would be totally incapable of intensive production or of
supporting the vopulation which the Amazonian nations hope to settle
in the area. Thus, roads are built and Indians are displaced by
colonists who are then displaced by large land owners. These
entrepreneurs, in turn, are experimenting with land-use techniques,
particularly cattle raising, which may turn the Amazon into an
ecological and econcmic wasteland. Fosberg, a bot2nist from the
Smithsonian Institute, sums up the feeling of most experts when he
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writes: "It is doubtful if anywhere in the humid tropics grazing
on a large scale could have evolved as an indigenous cultural
pattern, as traits which seriously degrade the habitat are non-
adaptive and would be selected against.” Native Amazons already
know this, but few people are willing to listen to them.

While this brief review of the Amazonian situation does not
consider the various national and local differences in policies
and activities, it nonetheless represents a general pattern (A
comprehensive bibliography relating to contemporary Amazonia will
be included in the forthcoming volume. In the meantime, interested
individuals might want to look at two highly readable and
informative books: Amazon Jungle: Green Hell to Red Desert, by
R.J.A. Goodland and H.S. Irwin, and Victims of the Miracle:
Development and the Indians of Bragzil, by Shelton H. Davis.).
Moreover, the general feeling among all observers is that this
process is presently accelerating at such a rate that many
Amazonian groups are threatened with absolute extinction., Those
who survive displacement and disease will have nv alternative other
than to sell their labor to those large land owners who are
displacing them. As pawns in a complex economic experiment, native
people whose lives and livelihoods now provide a secure and healthy
existence will have to abandon that existence and step onto the
insecure lowest rung of the national economic ladder. And given
their respective governments' present attitude toward Indian
educational and technical capabilities, it is unlikely that they
will ever get the opportunity to step above that lowest rung. It
is this urgent present condition and ominous future which prompted

the symposium.

Aim of the Symposium

The symposium was organized to achieve three basic goals:

1) To provide participants (and, later, readers of the
Proceedings) with broad exposure to the nature and extent of the
destruction, cultural and personal, existing in contemporary
Amazonia. This was to be done through a series of papers which
would balance general theoretical discussions with specialized
reports on particular local problems. All of the major countries
with Amazonian territory were to be included.

2) To illustrate existing or potential alternatives based on
reports by those who have had intensive experience and research
interest in specific areas or with specific problems. Towards
this end the organizing committee selected major fields where
problems existed and where solutions, or at least improved
conditions, might be possible. These were: a) colonization, land
tenure, and land-use patterns (seen as a single interwoven set),
b) Indian health problems, c) Indian education, anda d) Indian
legislation, civil liberties, and other legal problems.

3) To formulate some suggestions or resolutions for future
human rights work in Amazonia. Time for airing comments was to be
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allowed during each day of the symposium. The final day of the
symposium was set aside for an open unstructuredé session. At this
time the participants would develop a statement, or series of
statements, concerning the non-natives' role and responsibility with
regard to the human rights of Native Americans. By contrast to the
tightly organized schedule of the first four days, the final day of
the symposium was left purposely unstructured, with the single
exception of selecting a highly skilled moderator, Richard N. Adams.
Beyond this, however, it was felt that the previous days'
experiences and the participants themselves should generate the
pattern of activities for the final resolution-producing day.

T+ should be stressed that these meetings were not conceived
to be a strategy session where anthropologists and other sympathetic
individuals could decide what they as a group could do in the face
of some absent or distant agents of destructive social change (e.g.
multinational corporations, international development agencies, etc.).
Such meetings had already occurred, and they had produced little
change in policies. For the ladison symposium, all of these agents
of change were personally invited in the hopes that such a
heterogeneous gatherning could initiate, through education and
discussion, productive interchange of ideas and goals., Consequently,
invitees included the principal development agencies (Ford
Foundation, Inter-American Foundation, United States Agency for
International Development); missionary groups (S.I.L., New Tribes
Missions, and numerous others); and all U.S.-based corporations
who, either directly or through their local subsidiaries, were
actively working in the area. With regard to business and industry
involved in Amazonian development, the organizing committee compiled
a very large list from which over one hundred were selected and
asked to send representatives. While we did not expect, nor could
we have expected, uncritical or passive acceptance of one another's
ideas and beliefs within such a heterogeneous cathering, the
organizers felt that only by talking with one another rather than
about one another could the various agencies and individuals begin
To implement policies and design individual development schemes
with an eye towards minimizing the current threat to indigenous

1life, livelihood, and culture.

It was in this respect that attendance was most disappointing.
over two hundred people travelled to Madison from throughout the
United States, Latin America, and Surope. These included
anthropologists, development officials, government workers, Native
Americans, students, South American embassy officials, United
Nations officials, and human rights workers from various
organizations (see enclosed participants list which, incidentally,
only includes those participants who took time to fill out an
intformation sheet). However, not one of the large or small
industries or companies active in Tatin American economics sent a
representative. If their blatant lack of concern for human rights
were not so potentially destructive, their replies to our
invitations would have appeared quite comical; everyone had board
of directors meetings during the period of the symposium:
Consequently the symposium was largely a meeting of sympathetic



-5=-

individuals, although they could hardly be said to have been of
one mind.

In selecting and inviting the principal participants, various
agencies and foundations provided generous and relatively
unrestricted financial support. This allowed the organizing
committee absolute freedom to select and invite whomever they felt
would provide a balanced and representative group of participants.

The Symposium

The meetings began on Tuesday evening, 18 April, 1978, and
lasted until Saturday evening, 23 April, 1978. The following copy
of the program lists all of the major lectures and other activities:
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Final Day: General Meeting and Resolutions

Beginning at nine o'clock on Saturday morning and lasting
until about five o'clock in the afternoon, the symposium
participants attended a meeting moderated by Richard N. Adams.

The resolutions adopted during that day are included below, It
will be noted that they reflect the mood and sentiments of the
symposium as it evolved for several days. The general feeling was
that the principal role and responsibility of non-natives lay in
actively supporting indigenous efforts at self-determination and
condemning whatever acts, directly or indirectly, inhibit such

efforts.

Subsequent Events and Developments From the Symposium

The Proceedings

The proceedings of the Amazonia Symposium were not published
and distributed immediately after the event. This would have
violated the copyright principles followed by the University of
Wisconsin Press which has agreed to publish the translated and
edited proceedings as a bound volume (Pre-publication expenses for
this book have been aided by a grant from USAID--Project Number 598-
6587322.). During the late spring of 1978, immediately following
the symposium, the organizers and members of the Ibero-American
Studies Program at the University of Wisconsin reached an
agreement with the University of Wisconsin Press whereby the press
would initiate a series of Latin American studies selected by the
Ibero-American Studies Program. The first of these will be the
proceedings of the Amazonia Symposium.

With the rising costs of high-quality specialized academic
publications, most university presses are hesitant to publish
paperbound editions of their books until the sales from a clothbound
edition are sufficient to cover initial publication expenses.
However, the editor of the Amazonia proceedings, Theodore lacdonald,
argued that the publication of an expensive, clothbound edition
would severely limit a potentially broad readership. Likewise, an
expensive, hardbound book would virtually prohibit the book's
adoption for university-level class use. So the editor and the
director of the Ibero-American Studies Program negotiated with the
press, and we now think that we have an acceptable compromise. The
first edition will consist of 1,000 clothbound volumes (priced at
approximately $20 apiece) and 1,500 paperbound volumes (priced at

approximately $8 apiece).

At this moment, all except three of the papers have been
received, translated (when necessary), edited, and re-submitted to
authors for subsequent revision when necessary. On or about 1
April, 1979, the editor will take the menuscript to the press
offices in order to negotiate a publication date. ‘e are anticipating
that the book will be available for sale in early January, 1980, AID
will be advised as soon as the final date is established. For such
multi-authored, translated volumes, this is considered to be Vvery
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rapid publication time. Symposiums often take years to finally
reach print. However, the editor, the various authors, and other

interested individuals feel that the urgency of the problem
warrants speedy and preferential treatment. In advance of
publication we have included a Table of Contents followed by brief

synopses of each contribution (see enclosed attachment).

Additional Outcomes of the Symposium

As stated in the Aims, the goal of the symposium was to
influence change. It 1s hoped that the above-mentioned volume,
which is entitled National Development and Native People in the
Amazon Basin: Proceedings of the Symposia Amazonia: Extinction or
Survival?; Hadison, Wisconsin; 22-23 April, 1977, and 18-23 April,
1978, will provide readers, particularly activists and pollicy-
makers, with a series of varied viewpoints and ideas on the
situation in contemporary Amazonia, and a set of potential
guidelines for future consideration of any activities which affect

native people in Amazonia.

Other sources of information have also been a direct offshoot
of the symposium, Enclosed are copies of published comments on the
symposium {newspaper articles and several other short reports have
not been included). It will be noted that some of the comments are
somewhat critical of various aspects of the symposium. This, we
feel, is a positive response. Re-evaluation, re-assessment of
goals and ideas, self-criticism, and concerns over motivation are
essential matters for anyone who attempts to influence the course
of social change. Controversy indicates an alert and concerned

group of advocates.

Several other, not insignificant, activities have also been
generated through information and personal contacts occasioned by
the symposium. Three of these are worthy of mention.

Jonathan Schwartz from Brown University attended the Amazonia
Symposium. Upon returning to Providence, he began to organize a
brief radio program on the Amazonian situation which would be
broadcast on the university stations at Brown University and Boston
University. However, utilizing written material, authorized
segments of taped lectures, and subsequent interviews with
participants, he finally produced a one-hour long broadcast which
was then accepted by National Educational Radio and distributed to

stations throughout the United States.

More importantly, the symposium took place just prior to
informal US House of Representatives' gquestioning into the impact.
of US-based multi-national corporations in Amazonia. Susan
Wallerstein, a member of Representative llichael Harrington's
staff (the Harrington Committee conducted the hearings), attended
the symposium, gathered copious notes, and interviewed a number of
particivants. All Lorth American participants signed a petition
which was sent to the Harrington Committee. During the summer,
Shelton H. Davis and R.J.A. Goodland were invited to speak to the
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committee. As yet there has been no decision as to whether the
matter will pass into formal investigation. lievertheless, a
number of symposium participants have expressed their desire to
act as witnesses if such hearings finally materialize.

Also, three of the major human rights organizations actively
working in South America sent representatives to the symposium.
Although they knew of each other's work, they had never been able
to sit down and coordinate their activities. The SYMPOSium. . oot
provided that opportunity and, at the moment, the Copenhagen-
based International Work Group For Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA) and
London-based Survival International have begun to establish a
close alliance. In the near future, Boston-based Cultural
Survival, Inc., expects to establish closer ties with both groups.

Tt is in this area of newly activated networks of experts and
activists that the symposium will probably have its most far-reaching
effects. The organizers did not assume that the symposium itself
would end the tragic human situation in Amazonia. Any meeting of
unincorporated individuals cannot expect to immediately convert its
hopes into reality simply by adopting resolutions. Such decisions
must be followed by action. However, as anthropologists, we realize
that ritual gatherings such as symposia often help to generate
subsequent action as a result of the information which is informally
as well as formally exchanged. Likewise, strong personal networks
are often established during such meetings and frequently persist
long after the meeting has ended. This was the case with the
Amazonia Symposium; most of the people who attended shared similar
ideas and experiences but only a few had ever met each other, let
alone act cooperatively with one another. 1In this sense the
symposium produced effects which will last far into the future.

The initial organization and publicity for the symposium
produced a large number of detailed responses. People related
their experiences, expressed their support, and named others with
similar interest and expertise. The organizing committee now has
a list of individuals, manv of whom have spent years in Amazonia,
who can pinpoint problems, provide background information and
historical perspective, make recommendations, and evaluate proposals
for human rights and development work. These individuals, as well
as those who were able to attend the symposium, are an experienced,
articulate, and dedicated resource pool which can be dipped into

for any future work.

During the final day of the symposium, a motion was put forth
which would give permanent form to this latent network. The
symposium organizing committee was asked to help form an Amazonia
survival Group. During the summer of 1978 a letter was circulated
to all those who attended the symposium (see attachments). 3Since
then we have received numerous sympathetic responses. The network
is about to take form. However, the organizing committee and many
of those who responded to the letier felt that the Amazonia
Survival Group should not become an autonomous entity. The risks
of pétential disintegration or overlap with existing groups would
not only be unproductive, but perhaps counterproductive. ie think
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that this latent energy, concern, and expertise can best be
utilized by annexing the Amazonia group to some existing human
rights organization. At present, Theodore lMacdonald and David
liaybury-Lewis are attempting to link the Amazonia Survival Group
with Cultural Survival, Inc., a Harvard-based organization
concerned with the plight of endangered minorities. If these
efforts are successful, the networks established by the Amazonia
Symposium will become an effective and well-established information
and consultant pool. And, in the United States, Cultural Survival,
Inc., will become an unparalleled reservoir of current information
concerning Amazonian problems. The Amazonia Symposium organizing
committee is very grateful to AID, particularly to Ils. Roma Knee
of the Latin American and Caribbean Bureau who actively supported
and personally handled the symposium-related grant.
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A.

Forward (Richard N. Adams, University of Texas, Austin)

Adams concisely and critically reviews the theme of the
symposium and, equally important, addresses the problem of
ideological and methodological conflict which characterizes
those non-Indians concerned with the plight of Native Americans
in Amazonia. This Forward, in effect, is a major contribution

to the wvolume.

Introduction (Theodore Macdonald, Jr., University of Wisconsin,
Madison)

The Introduction is divided into three parts. Part One
broadly reviews the situation of native peoples in the Amazon.,
Beginning with a brief discussion of the cataclysmic depopulation
which followed the introduction of western epidemic disease and
continuing into a discussion of the Rubber Boom and its impact
on Amazonia, the paper then details the contemporary situation,
and explains why this epoch is particularly critical and
therefore warrants immediate consideration and action. Part
Two reviews the organization, aims, and outcome of the Amazonia
Symposium. Part Three outlines the organization of the book and
and discusses the papers. Briefly, the book is divided into
two major parts: 1) general approaches to the indigenous situation
in Amazonia, and 2) particular problems in specific locations

PART I: GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS

1.

man and Nature: Coming to Terms With the Future
(Howard S. Irwin, New York Botanical Gardens)

Irwin, co-author (with R.J.A. Goodland) of the widely read
book, Amazon Jungle: Green Hell to Red Desert, begins his paper:
with an overview of the need for general eccsystem conservation
and then reviews some current ecological concerns. He then
focuses on the current,ecologically disasterous,development
programs underway in Brazil (e.g. the Trans-Amazon Highway). He
finally returns to the larger ecological issue ana urges ethical

rather than economic decisions on the part of these currently
developing Amazonia.
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Progress and Perspective: Moral and Political Issues in
Development
(David Maybury-Lewis, Department of Anthropology, Harvard

University)

Maybury-Lewis, who has been involved with Brazilian native
people for over twenty years, expands on the humanitarian concerns
urged by Irwin. He considers the general problem of small
societies threatened by larger ones. While urging non-natives to
be concerned with such problems, he then considers why one shot i
take such problems seriously. He rejects 1) the argument that
anthropologists are concerned only with preserving pristine

“research "laboratories," and 2) the often-stated "need" to maintain

such populations in oraer to preserve cultural and genetic
variability. Then, like Irwin, he proposes an ethical argument:
small societies must be preserved because, to do otherwise, would

be to accept genocide.

Self-Determination: Rhetoric or Reality?
(Stephan Corry, Survival International, London)

Corry's essay goes beyond simple survival and focuses on
self-determination--indigenous control over their lives and
livelihoods. Rejecting both integration and isclation, Corry
states that Indians must have "as much control as possible" over
their own destiny. He then focuses on this generalization, citing
examples of independent indigenous efforts at self-determination
as well as the work of indigenist groups, such as Survival
International, which attempts to aid efforts at self-determination.
In doing so, he demonstrates that while self-determination is easy
to define, it is difficult to implement. And it is not simply a
matter of opposition from the dominant society. He asks so-called
"indigenist" groups and individuals to seriously consider their

motivations and methods.

Indigenous Self-Determination: An Experience in Applied

Anthropology and a Plan For Future Work

(liiguel Chase-Sardi and Marilyn Rehnfeldt, Consejd Indigena
and Projecto Marand, Paraguay).

Chase-Sardi and Rehnfeldt, both of whom were briefly jailed
by the Paraguayan government for their efforts to improve the
situation of indigenous people, describe the developnent and
organizational structure of a project supported by what Corry
calls indigenists (actively sympathetic non-Indians). Their goal
is to institutionalize self-determination. The authors describe
Paraguay as a dual society--Indian and non-Indian. Although the
two systems are sharply contrastive, they are intimately
intertwined. 1Indian society is dependent upon the national
society which, they write, totally determines indigenous patterns
and processes of change and adaptation. The described program is
aimed at defining and destroying this dependency through a large

pan-Indian program,
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Colonization and National Reality
(Rafael Masinkiash, Shuar Federation, Sucu&, Ecuador)

As a complement to Chase-Sardi and Rehnfeldt's paper,
liasinkiash, a Shuar Indian, discusses self-determination as seen
and directed by Native Americans. Concentrating on recent
Ecuadorian colonization legislation, the paper outlines the
Shuars' views on their rights, their relationship with the
national society, and their concept of indigenous self-
determination. This short paper concludes with a series of
recommendations znd declarations drawn up by the Shuar Federation,
They are directed toward new Ecuadorian legislation which could
considerably and negatively alter the Shuar territory.

Legal, Economic, and Cultural Factors Affecting Indigenous
Populations in Venezuela
(Simién Jiménez Turdn, Yebuana people, Venezuela)

Jiménez provides a detailed review of the history of
indigenous legislation and national policies in Venezuela.
Concentrating on the period after 1950, he gives a native's
impression of the effects of educational policies.and changing
economic conditions. He then considers the effect of education
and economics upon various Indian people, ranging from isolated
groups to those who are in daily contact with national Venezuelan
society. The paper illustrates that the situation of Indians
frequently results from Venezuela's efforts to escape national
problems simply by encroaching on indigenous territory.

The Integration of the Indigenous Peoples of the Territority of
Roraima, Northern Brazil

(Ernest G. Migliazza, Department of Anthropclogy, University of
ilaryland)

Migliazza discusses a pattern of contact which is common in
Amazonia. After a general review of the Roraima region, he
discusses five mechanisms of integration. These are: 1) land
development whereby whites develop Indian land, claim it as their
own and, when legal disputes arise, Indians are chastized for
"delaying progress;" 2) protective agency manipulation in which
Indians are treated like children in an effort to mold them into
western social forms; 3) socio-political and psychological
pressures whereby debt servitude and public ridicule diminish
indigenous self-esteem and convert Indians into a cheap labor
supply; 4) manipulation of local customs such as group labor and
post-labor drinking in order to obtain a cheap labor supply; and
finally 5) population displacement which destroys local -unity.

A Hodel of Contact Situations: T"he Apinayé Case
(Roberto da liatta, Museo Nacion&l, Brazil) 4
Da Matta describes and analyzes a situation similar to that

discussed by iiigliazza. However da iatta focuses on the Indian.
Rather than stressing outside forces, he asks what it costs--
economically, socially, and psychologically--to be and remain as
an Indian in contemporary Brazil. The pressures to give up
"Indian-ness" and become a white Erazilian are shown to be strong.
And, as such, continuing to be an Indian requires a strong

reaction to such pressures.
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The Struggle of Amazonian Peoples: From Ecnlogical Restitution

to Class Restitution

(Fernando Rojas H., Centro de Investigacibn y Educacibn Popular,
Colombia)

Rojas presents a Marxist critique of human rights concerns
in Amazonia and suggests an alternative approach. He argues that
by focusing on 1) solely the situation of the Indians, 2) their
fate in the face of ecological destruction, and 3) development
programs as the source of destruction, the symposium and most
human rights work in Amazonia aviod critical questions. He asks
us to 1) look at the protagonists rather than the victims and
2) consider Amazonia within a larger political field. By

isolating indigenous people from other oppressed people, one

masks the larger political and economic forces which are affecting
their situation.

PART II: SEECIFIC PROBLENMS

A. LAND TENURE AND LAND USE

10.

lll

Invasion and Colonialism as a Form of Dependent Development: The

Case of the Peruvian Amazon
(Stefano Varese, Instituto Nacionil de Antropologia e Historia--
INAH, Mexico)

Verese, who worked for several years as a tropical forest
specialist in the Peruvian agrarian reform agency, first sets up
a set of working hypotheses which he and his co-workers developed
during the early 1970s. Designed to integrate native people while
also assuring a high degree of autonomy and self-determination,
Varese 's plan reflected the positive feelings of :
radical social change which took place during the presidency of
General JuanV elasco Alvarado. These hopes, however, gradually
diminished after 1975, as more conservative elements gained
control of the government. At this time the government became
progressively less concerned with social change, largely due to
pressures from international lending agencies., But although the
Indians' situation looks bleak, Varese concludes that such ethnic
groups will become a major political force in FPeru's future.

The KMultinational Squeeze: The Mitsui Mining and Smelting Company,
The International Monetary Fund, and the Amuesha of Central Peru
(Richard Chase Smith, Amuesha people, Peru)

Smith presents a detailed and focused 3tudy of the. general
processes described by Varese. A portion of Amuesha land, held in
precarious tenure, becomes the concern of a Japanese mining
company. Smith then asks how such a company can easily make claims
to Peruvian soil and also violate a land agreement made betiween
Peru and the Amuesha people. He then considers recent Peruvian
economics, Japanese economy, and current internatiosnal banking

policies and their impact on Peru. He demonsirates that the

Amuesha situation represents a microcosm for understanding certain

aspects of the world economy. He concludes by stating that, as
usual, the poor and the powerless are +he ones who pay for reru's

indebtedness.
W\
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Impact of Colonizatien on Bari Settlement Fatterns and Social
Life in Colombia and Venezuela
(Roberto Lizarralde,/lnstituto de Investigaciones Economicas ¥y
Sociales, Universidad Central de Venezuela, and Stephen
Beckerman, Department of Anthropology, Southern Methodist
University)
1Lizarralde, working in Venezuela, and Beckerman, working
in Colombia, present a detalled historical analysis of the
gradual reduction of Bari territory and its impact on Bari life
and society. Excellent maps elaborated by the senior author
during thirty years of investigation illustrate a dramatic

. reduction in territory. This is followed by discussion of

13.

1k,

contemporary Bari culture and society after the territorial
reduction.

variables Affecting Land Requirements for Tropical Forest
Horticulturalists: Some Policy Implications
(James Yost. Summer Institute of Linguistics, Ecuador)

Yost, who has lived for four years as an anthropologist
among the recently contacted Huarani people (eastern Ecuador)
whose land is threatened by U.S. 0il companies, begins by
stating that advocates for Native Americans and the Native
Americans themselves always say that land is essential for
cultural and social survival. Yet he notes that people rarely
attempt to analyze how much land a group might need. If one
hopes to present demands for indigenous land rights, "hard data”
(i.e. exact land size and justification for such amounts) are
essential. This, he shows, is not easy. One must consider
1) the size of the population which will occupy the land (i.e.
how many generations of future growth should be allowed),

2) the ability of the land to contribute to subsistence, and
3) how to determine what constitutes "adequate" supplies of
wild food, fish, game, building supplies, and raw material for
artifacts. He then considers such variables in an effort to
determine the territorial needs of the Huarani people.

Resource Depletion and Territorial Requirements of the Shipibo

of Peru
(John H. Bodley and Foley C. Benson, Department of Anthropology,

Washington State University)

As if following the recommendations of Yost, Bodley and
Benson provide a detailed analysis of resource and territorial
needs among the Shipibo of eastern Peru. Noting that land
requirements for subsistence, shifting horticulture are well
documented, they write that "there has been little attention
paid %o the wild plants that are fully as important to the needs
of local communities." 50 they focus on several essential
semi-~domesticated palms which are used by the Shipibo. First
they. list the plants' use and distribution, and they then
demonstrate that existing Shipibo territory is inadequate and

needs must be reconsidered.

.
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B. THE HEALTH COKNSEQUENCES OF AMAZONIAN DEVELOPMENT

15.

Factors Influencing the Health of Venezuelan Indian Groups:

A Preliminary Study

(Nelly Arvelo de Jimenez, Instituto Venezolano de Investigaciones
Cientificas, Venezuela)

Arvelo begins by noting that native Amazonians who live
farthest from western civilization are usually healthier than
those living closer to non-~-Indian settlements. She then considers
1) the socio-cultural and bio-cultural factors which account for
such a balanced man/nature relationship, and 2) how such factors
contribute to general health and welfare. She then demonstrates

" how culture contact can destroy this balanced lifestyle. Arvelo

16.

17.

18.

ends with a list of recommendations which must h»e implemented if
the physical security of native peoles is to be maintained.

The Health Consequences of Social Change: A Set of Postulates
for Developing General Adaptation Theory

(George N. Appell, Department of Anthropology, Brandeis
University)

In a theoretical paper, Appell indicates how social change
can produce behavioral, psychological, and physiological
impairment in a population. Such costs, he notes, are rarely
taken into consideration. He then delineates a set of postulates
which should influence and guide policy makers by allowing them
to estimate the social costs of change and thereby design buffer
mechanisms which minimize the pernicious effects of uncontrolled

change.,

Problems and Responses to Health and Health Care and Delivery
in Eastern Ecuador: A Working Paper
(Norman E. Whitten, Jr., Department of Anthropology, University
of Illinois, Urbana, and Dorothea S. Whitten, Sacha Runa Research
Foundation)

Whitten and Whitten, who have been conducting research in
eastern Ecuador for almost ten years, first discusss health and
health care problems in eastern Ecuador. Here endemic disease,
especially tuberculosis, is destructive to Canelos Quichua
Indians living near the city of Puyo. The Whittens then discuss
the receni work of the Sacha Runa Research Foundation, a project
which utilizes the artistic skill of the Canelos Quichua to help
them alleviate their health problems. The Foundation helps the
Indians sell high quality ceramics. The profits are then
deposited in the local hospital where they remain as a fund for
financing medical aid for the entire ethnic group. The program
is shown to 1) greatly improve overall health, 2) increase the
Indians' sense of ethnic pride (thereby eliminating some of the
stress mentioned by Appell above), and 3) help the Canelos gain

more control over their destiny.

The Introduction of Iew Trotein Sources Among reruvian Amazon
Indians ] -
(Foley C. Eenson, Departmer* of Anthropology, Washingzon State

University) o
wWwhile the Whittens' paper indicates the positive effects

of local control and self-dezerminaticn, 2enson illustrates the

o

\\

A
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problems of misdirected, paternalistic, albeit well-intentioned
efforts by the Summer Institute of Linguistics. He is concerned
with efforts to introduce new protein sources into Indian
villages. Here SIL, without any preliminary research, introduced
cattle, pigs, poultry, ducks, rabbits, and several other food
sources. Yet despite protein scarcity, most attempts were
failures. Food preferences and taboos, increased labor
requirements, inadequate training, and several other protlems
are shown to influence the acceptance of new protein sources.
Benson demonstrates that such matters must be considered and
investigated before attempting to "help" people.

19. Health Planning Among the Aguaruna: Present Status and Future
lieeds
(Elois Ann Berlin, HMedical Anthropology rProgram, University of
California, Berkeley)

Berlin begins by describing the present health status of the
Aguaruna, a relatively isolated population living in the north
Teruvian tropical forest. ZLike Arvelo (Faper #15), Berlin notes
<hat the Aguaruna are now relatively healthy but cautions that
this situation could be changed radically when a planned oil
pipeline is run through their territory. 3Berlin then indicates
that before western medicine can be introduced to alleviate the
imminent danger, practitioners should be familiar with Aguaruna
concepts of illness and curing. Ctherwise their efforts may be
fruitless. The author then outlines the principal natural and
supernatural categories of illness and curing, suggesting which
western techniques might and might not be accepted. Berlin ends by
recommending that health and social impact analyses precede
development projects.

C. INDIAN LEGAL PROBLENS

20. The Amuesha People's Struggle for Civil Rights and Liberties
in Peru
(Ricardo Fray Potesta, Amuesha people, Peru)

Fray begins by outlining the nearly total absence of land
tenure and civil rights among the Amuesha. He indicates how the
government consistently favors non-Indian people. He then
recounts his people's long struggle with the Franciscan
missionaries to retain control over their land. The dispute
continues despite agrarian reform legislation. He ends by
stating the Amuesha's desire for locally-controlled education
and health programs and asks for an end to exploitation.

21. Legal rroblems of Indigenous Feople in Venezuela
(Rudolph Chance, Indigenous Leader, Venezuela)
chance considers the Venezuelan Law of 1915, which gave
missionaries the right to educate, protect, anc "civilize" the
native people. He then indicailes how this situa=ion has led
<o impotent feelings of dependency. He asks thaz this system
be dismantled and replaced witn indigenous self-detecmination.

W
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22. Civil Rights and Land Tenure Among Indigenous Ecuadorian
Populations
(Marcelo F. Naranjo, Institute Otavalefio de Antropologia,
Ecuador)

Naranjo begins by reviewing laws which were designed to
eliminate glaring land tenure problems. He then critically
evaluates the programs which such legislation spawned. He
demonstrates the futility of assuming that codified law and
social action follow hand in hand, an assumption frequently
made by U.S. observers and developers. Naranjo demonstirates
how colonization, conceived initially as a minor aspect of

~agrarian reform, became dominant when redistribution of
latifundio failed. Such colonization however conflicted with
indigenous land grants. When such conflicts were adjudicated,
Indians always lost their land. Naranjo ends with a series of
recommendations which would guarantee legal rights rather than
produce ineffective legislation.

23. The Colombian Amazon: A General Overview and Three Factors
Directly Affecting Any Judicial Activity
(Fernando Umafla Pavolini, Centro de Investigaciones Pro Defensa
de Interes Plbliccs, Colombia)

Umafa, currently involved in legal assistance work among
Colombizn Indians, considers the social and pclitical conditions
which are essential complements to legal assistance programs.
In his overview he indicates that Colombia, unlike Brazil, has
not yet initiated large-scale movement to the Amazon region.
Any future plans, he argues, must consider the faunal and human
inhabitants of the area. The remainder of the paper focuses on
the Indian situation. Umaffa states that the government is
obliged to implement health, education, and legal assistance
programs which encourage and aid efforts at self-determination.
He indicates how his own project attempts such goals. He ends
with a critique of government policies which allow foreign
missions tc¢ assume paternalistic and total ceontrol over

indigenous Amazonians.

2L. Comments on the "Declaration of Principles for the Defense of the
Kations and Peoples of the Western Hemisphere"
(Robert T. Coulter, Indian Law Resource Center, Washington, DC)

Coulter, one of those who helped to draft the Declaration

which was passed by indigenous delegates at a Geneva Conference on
Discrimination Against Indigenous Populations in the Americas,
stresses the fact that such documents as the International
Declaration of Human Rights already contain covenants which can
be implemented in support of indigenous people. He then
discusses how a document such as the indigenous Declaration
could become, like the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, an
internationally recognized law which could override local laws.
He urges the symposium members to support the indigenous

Declaration.
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Amnesty International's Approach to Problems of Human Rights
and Its Possible Implementation in the Amazonian Lowlands
(John F. lMcCament, Amnesty International)

llcCament begins by describing the organization, structure,
and functioning of Amnesty International. He then indicates
Amnesty's current concern for the Amazonian situation and
suggests how Amnesty Internatiocnal could intervene. He ends by
naming a series of additional human rights organizations which
could be drawn into the Amazonian situation.

D. EDUCATION IN AlMAZCNIA

26.

27.

28.

The Effects of Mission Education on the Aguaruna of Eastern
Peru
(Evaristo Nugkuag, Aguaruna people, Feru)

Nugkuag reviews his own educational experiences. In a
village which included facilities sponsored by SII. and Jesuit
missionaries, he experienced an education in which love of God
and one's neighbor was stressed. Yet the missions were
constantly fighting with each other. Iiission education was
limited only to primary schooling; there was neither
encouragement nor support for higher education. Fractical
education and community development projects never permiited
local decision-making or local control. Nugkuaq argues that
such education was more destructive than helpful to the Aguaruna.

Education for Speakers of Minority Languages
(William Merrifield, Summer Institute of Linguistics)

SIL has undertaken a large part of indigenous education
in Amazonia. They are often solely responsible for teaching
and training of teachers. As North Americans and as Protestants,
their presewce has been severely criticized. MIerrifield sets
out to 1) ciLarify a number of misunderstandings with regard to
the activities of SIL, 2) describe the program as it is
conceived and as it functions, and 3) defend the evangelical
aspect of such work by arguing that religious freedom includes
the opportunity to choose new forms. And as such SIL and
self-determination are not incompatible.

The Unintended Effects of Protestant lissions on Aboriginal

Fopulations of the Gran Chaco

(Elmer 5. Miller, Department of Anthropology, Temple University)
Iiiller takes a different view of Frotestant missionary

activity. As an ex-liennonite missionary, he reviews the

consequences, negative and positive, of mission activity.

He describes how missionaries secularize indigenous world view.

This, he notes, often leads to diminished self-confidence.

Ze +then demonstrates how missionary interaction patterns have

led to 2 breakdown in traditional authority and family structure,

rroduced inter-spouse ané inter-generational conflicts, and

even contributed to an overzll porzulation increase. ileanwhile,
missionaries have not taugh: the =xills which could permit
ir.dians to adapt to naticnal society. (n the rositive side, he

notes thai once the Indians are free of missionary influence,
increased sense of group self-awareness could lead to sirong

ethnic pride and identizty.

i
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29. New Developments in Ecuadorian Indian Education _

(Carlos Moreno Maldonado, Ilinisterio de Educacidn, Ecuador)
Moreno insists on a higher degree of popular participation

by "structurally marginal" segments of the population who
usually receivc decisions handed down by a ruling majority.
This goal can be partially achieved, he writes, through non-
formal education. He suggests that rural teachers should be
drawn for their own community and then argues that they should
encourage cooperative,group education rather than individual
compeiitive schooling. He then details a set of general
approaches and specific techniques which could aid in non-
formal education.

30. Non-Formal Education Programs in the Bolivian Lowlands
(P. Xavier Albo, Centro de Investigacién y Promocidn del
Campesinado, Bolivia)

Albo, in an essay concerning Bolivia, presents arguments
and recommendations similar to those of lioreno. Albo first
reviews the situation of indigenous people in lowland Bolivia.
Then he presents an overview of official education programs.
mhis is followed by a discussion of the role of SIL and, in
greater detail, the experimental non-formal techniques
associated with the Pope John XXIII Radio Schools and several
other educational experiments. He ends with a list of
suggestions for improving overall educational policy.



CONFERENCES & MEETINGS

AMAZONIA. EXTINCIHION O SuRvivaL?
Tor Ineact or Nattonae Divirorsi g
ONTHE Native Provirs an Sounn AMiaca,
A SYMPOSIUM HELD AV MADISON, WisCONSIN,
18 23 Avrit 1978

This symposium, sponsoned by the Tbero-American
Studies Program and the Department of Anthropotogy
of the University of Wisconsin, was the second ol two 1o
discuss the future of the Amazonian indigenous population,
The first, held in 1977, concentraied on the Indians of the
Brazilian Anvizon, whercas this ssmposium deadt with the
Indians of Colombaa, 'eri, and Ecuador. Trwas interesting
for the present reporter o attend swhat was Lirgely a
gathering of anthropologists, and 1o see how many prob-
lems concerning conservation of the Amazon ccosyatems
are common to both biologists and anthropologists,

The symposium consisted of 26 Tormal papers, a panel
discussion, and i workshop to produce the resofutions indi-
cated below, Although the programme was largely anthro-
pological, it beran with an interesting paper an the “ecolo-
gical impact of new land-use patterns in the Amazon® by
botanist Howard S. Frwin. Pr Irwin took a global view
and pointed o the clear need Tor drastic changes in life-
style, politics, and atdtudes, in the developed world  a
theme that was 1o recur nuny times throughout the sym-
posium. Speukers frequenty discussed the role of multi-
nationa! corporations and the resource demunds Tor western
life-styles in the destruction of the Amavzonian environment
and its natise peaples. Richard Chase Smith, who has
lived for many years amongst the Amuesha people in Peru,
described vividly his cultural shock and horror at current
world trends in two frightening papers on the ellect of
education and of multinational corporations on the tribe
with which he lives,

The papers ranged from sery specitic case-studies of small
details to broad overviews, They were grouped into sections
entitled Colonization and Agriculture, Health and Educa-
tion, and Lasw, Dramatic details were given of the shrinkage
in tribal arcas and numbers in several papers, as for
example in the Bari in Venesuela and Colombia by Roberto
Lizarcalde & Stephen Beckerman, and in the Yanomano
by Erncsto Migliazza,

Aninteresting parallel between bioloey and anthropology
was scen in the discussion of the minimum critical size of
indigenous arcas and of biological reserves. Useful positive
data tor employment with the authorities was prosided
in the paper by John Bodley, who discussed the palm
resources of the Shipibo of Peru. Bodley had studied all
the uses of palms by the Shipibo, had muapped and esti-
mated the palm resources of the entire 14 5q. km of the
Shipibo reservation, und had concluded that this was not
enough territory o furnish esen the palms required by the
tribe on a sustained basis, calculating that a 28-sq-km
rescrvation, or double the present area, would be needed
to provide a continuation of sullicient malteriul of palms.
James Yost, in i paper on the agricultural lind requirements
of the Waurani Indians, pointed out how the local variation
and diversity of the forest made some arcas better than
others for this vroup of indians—which greatly increased
the area necessiry for an adequalte reserve,

This topic was tahen up again from the biological point-
of-view, in the panel discussion, when the minimum critical
size of biologicitl reserves in the Amizan forest was discussed
in some detail. The consequence of the division of Anutzo-
niainto smallareas of intact forest was debated, as ‘develop-
ment' is leaving the intact areas as small islands separated
by furms, highways, new lihes, mines, cte. This is bound
to have severe etfects on the ceosystems, and there is it need
to impress biological facts on the pianners of conservation.

A noted absence at the symposium was representatives
from industrial companies, who were invited but declined
the invitation to attend and: to debate, the issues, but an
interesting aspect was the presence of Indian representatives
from both Noreth and South Americt. Various Indian
representitiises  foreelodly evpressed the dangers of an
overly patronizing viewpoint by anthropologists - a subject
which led o interesting discussions, which in turn served
to point out the severe division among westerners interested
in Indians,  Much dissention exists between anthropolo-
gists, missionarics, government olhciais, aid organizations,
cte.. and this does not help the survival of cither the Indians
ar the matural environment.

The nutin symposium was gecompanied by a *mini-
sympaosium’, organized by Professor Hugh H. [ltis, of the
Department of Botany, University of Wisconsin, which
wits entitled *Extinction is Foreser® and consisted of lectures
on the Amazon covironment from a biological point of
view by Howard S. Irwin and Ghillean T, Prance. Irwin
pointed out forcelfully many of the problems facing Ama-
sonia today. e updated information given in the book
which he co-authored with Robert Goodlund entited
Amazon Jungle : Green Hell to Bed Desert? Prance followed
with some sugeestions on the biological principles that
should govern conservation policies and outlined the Bra-
zilian forestry department’s National Park Program bused
on the focation of Pleistocene forest refuges.  The mini-
symposium ended with a joint panel discussion with the
anthropologists.  Panclists included Amazonia Geogra-
phers Dr Hildeard O°Reilly Sternberg and William Dene-
van, which added 1o the broad coverage of topics discussed.

The overall conclusion of the symposium was that much
can be done in North America 10 suve the Amazon forest,
because much of the destruction is being carried out with
foreign capital. The time when life-styles will be forced to
change is drawing closer, and it is untenable for onc
country, the United Statcs, to continue consuming annually
404, of the world’s output of natural resources. We left
this symposium sobered, and chillenged to continue working
for change in the current growth-orientated economy and
population growth. The ultimate solution to the problem
of the Amazon ccosystems can only be a reduction in
world-wide population and a move towurds a sustained-
yield cconomy bused increasingly on renewable resources.

The last day of the symposium was a discussion session
to prepare resolutions. At this session the symposium rati-
fied the Declaration of Barbados 11, and the Declaration
of Principles for the Defence of the Indigenous Peoples
of the Western Hemisphere that had been made in Geneva
in 1977. A resolution was also passed condemning the
Upper Mazaruni Hydroelectric project because it consti-
tutes an act of ethnocide and ecocide against the Akawaio
Nation of Guyina. Other resolutions were one recognizing
the right of native groups to decide upon and obtain the
Kind of education which they need, and another recognizing
their right to maintain a strony, viable standard of health.

The North Amcrican participants in the symposium
signed the following resolution:

*Be it resolved that, in view of the significance to the
world as a whole of the Amazonian ccosystem and the
native populations therein, we strongly recommend that
the U.S. House of Representatives' Sub-commitice on
Internationat Development initiate investigations on the
subject as soon as possible.’

GHILLEAN T. PRANCE, Vice-President
Director of Botanical Rescarch

The New York Botanical Garden
Broux, N.Y. 10458, U.S. A.

307

Emvironmental Comervation, Yol. 8, Nu, 4, Winter 1978 () 1978 The Foundalfun for Environmental Conservation —Printed in Switzerland.



N. Chagnon

Yanomamo archer

Write!

A second symposium on **Amazonia: Extinction or Survival”
was held in April at the University of Wisconsin to consider
the threat to the Amazonian ecosystem and to the native
populations living there. Representatives of Native
American groups from North and South American met with
anthropologists, missionaries, government officials, and
representatives of international organizations to discuss
development in Amazonia and to consider ways of
protecting the interests of its inhabitants. The processes of
development in this vast region which spreads over nine
separate nations of South America, and which is the object
of large business interests from all over the world, are very
complex. Therefore, most reports focused on particular
solutions for particular groups. However, the symposium
did ratify the Declaration of Barbados Il and the Declaration
of Principles for the Defense of the indigenous Peoples of the
Western Hemisphere (Geneva, 1977). A resolution was also
passed condemning the Upper Marazuni Hydro electric
project because it constitutes an act of ethnocide and
ecocide against the Akawaio Nation in Guyana.

It was learned that the U. S. House Sub-Committee on
International Development is considering opening in-
vestigations into U. S. involvement in Amazonian
development. Cultural Survival strongly supports this action
and encourages readers to write to the committee asking
that this investigation be undertaken immediately.
Ecological and social destruction are occurring at so rapid a
pace that a delay of even oae year may be too late to save
anything of Amazonia.

Please write: HOUSE SUB-COMMITTEE ON IN-
TERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, HOUSE ANNEX ], ROOM
703. WASHINGTON, DC 20009.

Paraguayan Indians Bid for
Self-Determination

A Paraguayan Indian once observed that there have existed
only three options for Indian relations with whites: **To flee
from the white, to kill him, or to remain near him and
become his servant.”’ As whites increase their population
and spread their culture and economy into even the most
remote regions of Paraguay options one and two—flight and
war-—-become impossible. Thus, forced into contact with
missionaries and entrepreneaurs, acting as the crest of
white civilization, the Indians enter the national culture and
economy from a position of ignorance and weakness.
Decimated by disease, discouraged from practicing their
cultural traditions, and deprived of community lands and
means of livelihood, the Indians follow the all-too-familiar
path towards poverty, despair, and cultural annihilation.
They become laborers for plantation or factories owned by
whites who are usually insensitive to Indian needs and
problems.

To prevent this so-called inevitable consequence of
development, the Asociacion de Parcialidades Indigenes
(API}, previously Project Marandu, was formed to createa -
system of Indian self-determination and self-management.
Initially directed by whites who then turned control over to
trained Indian leadership, the project is attempting two
specific goals:

The first is to establish the ‘ Integrated Information Centers
Program"” to insure that the significant elements of Indian
cultures are reaffirmed, conserved, and disseminated.
Through a feedback mechanism or recording-practicing-
recording of cultural practices and events, the project hopes
to counteract the negative effects which missionaries and
whites have on Indians’ identity and tradition and to create
an atmosphere where Indian cultural practices can once
again flourish. )

The second program is for reorganizing the community
bases around heir own interests and expectatiohs.
Primarily a political program, it will aim at strengthening
Indian communities through collective participation and
active leadership with the goal of gradually regaining Indian
control of land, financing, technology, training, health, and
human resources. :

Despite such setbacks as temporary imprisonment of non-
Indian project directors (See Newsletters Vol. 1 No. 1 and
Vol. 2 No. 1}, API continues. There is hope, atleast, for
Indian self-determination in South America.

Excerpted from a report presented to the University of
Wisconsin symposium, “Amazonia: Extinction or Survival,”
by Miguel Chase-Sardi and Marilyn Rehnfeldt, April 1977.

Cultural Survival welcomes reports from readers on the
problems and successes of the guest of indigenous peoples

for survival. |
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11 Declaration of Barbados 11

2} Declaration of Principles for the Defense of the
Indigenous Nations and Peaples of the West-
ern Hemisphere as accepted by the Interna-
tional Non-Governmental Conference on Dis-
crimination Against Indigenous Populations
in the Americas, Geneva, 1977.

The symposium calls upon all governmental and
nongovernmental entities to immediately imple-
ment these principles.

The symposium having considered a series of re-
ports from Amazonia wishes to cail specific atten-
tion to Principles 2, 10, and 11 of the Declaration of
Principles for the Deferse of the Indigenous Na-
tions and P’eoples of the Western Hemisphere.

indii -nous greups not meeting the requirements
of nationhood as specified in Principle 1 of the
Declaration of Principles are particularly vulnerable
to the disruptive effects of contact with Western
Civilization.

The symposium demands Lhat each Nation State
claiming domain over these indigenous groups and
their territories realize and aceept its responsibili-
tios to respect and defend the rights of indigenous
peoples to self-determinatios, territorial integrity,
and cultural integrity.

The symposime affirms the positive duty of each
Nation State to apply Principles 10 and 11 of the
Declaration of Principles to the cortuct and activ-
ity of multinational corporations operating within
that Nation State’s claimed domain.

The svmposium affirms the positive duty of each
Nation State to apply Principles 10 and 11 of the
Decla-ation of i'rinciples to the conduct and activ-
ity of multinational corporations which effect
people living outside that Nation State’s claimed
domain.

The symposium affirms the positive duty of cach
Nation State to apply Principles 10 and 11 of the
Declaration of Principles to the conduct and activ-
ity of multinational corporations chartered, regis-
tered. or selling stock or other financial instruments
within that Nation State’s jurisdiction.

Resolution 11

The symposium recognizes the right of native
groups to decide upon and obtain the kind of educa-
tion that they necd.

Resolution 111

Be it resolved that this symposium recognizes
the right of the native peoples of Amazonia to main-
tain a strong viable s.cndard of health, as deter-
mined hy them: and supports their freedom to ob-
tain heaith services from appropriate sources with-
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out risk to native economy, cultural and social
integrity, or native cosmnolopy.

Resolution IV

We condemnn the Upper Mazaruni hydroclectric
project, the implenmientation of which would consti-
tute an act of ethnocide and ecocide against the
Akawaio Nation whose homeland would be flooded
by it and whose inteprity would be destroyed. We
call upoa the Guyanese government to agopt one of
the altzrnative sites already recommended by inter-
national bodies.

We urge all governments, consortiums and busi-
ness enterprises to recogmize the irrevocable social
and ecological damage which would result from this
project, and to refuse any form cf aid or participa-
tion.

We give our support to the great majority of
Akawaio who have repeatedly stated that they do
not wish tkeir lands to be flooded, to be invaded by
others. or to be forced to abandon those rights and
privileges over their lands which they huve pos-
sessed from time immemorial.

Resolution V

The symposium opposes projects for the settle-
ment of white colonists fror ricist African coun-
trics in the lowlands of Bolivia, IZcuador and Para-
guity beeause they are against the interests of the
Jocal populations; and it furiher opposes such
colunization wherever it would threaten existing
lacal populations.

Resalution V|

Whereas the native peoples and cultures of Ama-
zonia are under threat of imminent destruction, and

Whereas an increasing number of individuals
both withio and outside anthropalogy are alarmed
by the prospect of such genocide and ethnocide, be
it resolved

That the organizing committee of this conference
investipate the feasibility of cstablishing an Ama-
zonia Survival Council to take all appropriate ac-
tions fur gaining the scoport of national anthro-
pological associations, other scientific bodies, na-
tional governments, and public and private interna-
tional organizations in the task of halting the de-
structive process. -
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CONWIACT: Ted Macdonald (608) 263-2298

FUTURE OF RAIN FOREST Il AMAZON BASIN TO BE DISCUSSED

HADISCN--First came the roads, built by large international coumpanies to
clear the vcy for oil drilling and wining, Then the settlers, displaced from their
zative countain reglons by wealthy landowners, began to move in. When enough trees
are cleared frco the forest, the highland refugees intend to make their fortunes
raising cattle.

The scenario could be the story of the American West, but it is not.
Instead, the tice {s the present, the place, the Amazon Basin of South America. 1t
w11l be the subject of a sycposium April 18-22 at the University of Wisconsin-
Madiscn,

Prof, Ted Macdcrald, a visiting mezber of the anthropology department,
taizks the current cethod of developing the rain forest will lead to serious
sroblens for South Acerican governments and the United States. He says tactics
vhich corporaticns such as Volksuagen have been using to mow down inconvenient trees
also effect natives who live in the forest.

"The indigenous pcpulations are really the only people who know how to
exploit the tropica) environcent successfully,"” he says. "'But vwhen the companies
ard settlers ccce in, these native groups get pushed out along with the trees iunto
areas that are foreign to their ways of life."

Macdonald says the tropical rain forest replenishes itself, working like

a percolator to filter nutrients from tle trees dowvn,

- more -

Add one-~Amazon

"It's not like American prairie or other teoperate clinates," he says.
“The rain forest gets nutrients mot from the goil but from itn own decayed matter
on the forest floor. Remove the trees and you remove the fertilizy,”

He saya ranches and farms established on improperly cleared land will lose
money. The U.S. has loaned large sums to several South American governments which
are depending in part on revenue from new renches in the Amazon basin to repay their
international debts. Macdonald thinks Washington should pay close attenticn to the
clearing of the jungle in {ts own self-interest.

"It isn't a simple matter of development vs. ecology,”" he says. "Tue
whole question deserves very careful study frowm all sides. From the look ¢f iy I
thiok it will develop into an international issue."

Macdonald 1s crganizing the {nterdisciplinary symposium April 18-22,

The Washington-based Anturopological Resource Center has convinced the
House of Rperesentatives that the Amazon situation warrants investigation, Macdonald
expects a member of the House Subcommittee on Internstional Development to attend
symposium sessions.

The lectures and discussione, sponsored by the Pord Foundation, Inter~
America Foundation, Tinker Foundation, U.S, Agency for Internstional Development
and UW-Madison will be held at the State Historical Soclety., The public is invited

to attend all morning lectures,
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The following consists of resolutions approved during

the symposium Amazonia: Extinction or Survival? The Impact

of National Development on the Native Peoples of Tropical

South America which took place at the University of Wisconsin,

Madison, April 18-22, 1978.

Resolutions: pp. 1-3
Appendices: pp. 4-7
Declaration of Barbados II
Declaration of Principles
for the Defense of Indigenous

Nations and Peoples of the
Western Hemisphere



RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTION T:

The symposium calls upon international recognition, support
and ratification of:

1) Declaration of Barbados II

2) Declaration of Principles for the Defense of the Indigenous
Nations and Peoples of the Western Hemisphere as accepted
by the International Non-Governmental Conference on
Dis-~imination Against Indigenous Populations in the
Amervi1cas, Geneva, 1977.

The symposium calls upon all governmental and non-governmental
entities to immediately implement these principles.

The symposium having considered a series of reports from
Amazonia wishes to call specific attention to Principles 2, 10, and
11 of the Declaration of Principles for the Defense of the Indigenous
Nations and Peoples of the Western Hemisphere.

Ind1genous groups not meeting the requirements of nat1onhood
as specified in Principle I of the Declaration of Principles are
particularly vulnerable to the disruptive effects of contact with
Western Civilization.

The symposium demands that each Nation State claiming domain over
these indigenous groups and their territories realize and accept its
responsibilities to respect and defend the rights of indigenous
peoples to self-determination, territorial integrity, and cultural
integrity.

The symposium affirms the positive duty of each Nation State
to apply Principles 10 and 11 of the Declaration of Principles
to the conduct and activity of multi-national corporations
operating within that Nation State's claimed domain.

The symposium affirms the positive duty of each Nation State
to apply Principles 19 and 11 of the Declaration of Principles
to the conduct and activity of multi-national corporations which
affect people 1iving outside that Nation State's claimed domain.

The symposium affirms the positive duty of each Nation State
to apply Principles 10 and 11 of the Declaration of Principles
to the conduct and activity of multi-national corporations
chartered, registered, or selling stock or other financial instruments
within that Nation State's jurisdiction.



RESOLUTION II:
The symposium recognizes the right of native groups to

decide upon and obtain the kind of education that they need.

RESOLUTICN III:s

Be it resolved that this symposium recognize the right
of the native peoples of Amazonia to maintain a s%rong viable
standard of health, as determined by them; and supports their
freedom to obtain health services from appropriate sources without
risk to native economy, cultural and social integrity, or native

cosmology.

RESOLUTICN IVs

We condemn the Upper lazaruni hydro-electric project, the
implementation of whith would constitute an act of ethnocide and
ecocide against the Akawaio Nation whose homeland would be flooded
by it and whose integrity would be destroyed. We call upon the
Guyanese government to adopt one of the alternative sites already

recommended by international bodies.

We urge all governments, consortiums and business enterprises
to recognize the irrevocable social and ecological damage which
would result from this project, and to refuse any form of aid or
participation.

We give our support to the great majority of Akawaio who have
repeatedly stated that they do not wish their lands to be flooded,
to be invaded by others, or to be forced to abandon those rights
and privileges over their lands which they have possessed from time
immemorial,

RESOLUTION Vi
The symposium opposes projects for the settlement of white

colonists from racist African countries in the lowlands of Bolivia,
Ecuador and Paraguay because they are against the interests of the
local populations; and it further opposes such colonization where-
ever it would threaten existing local populations.

B4



RESOLUTION VI:

Whereas the native peoples and cultures of Amazonia are under
threat of imminent destruction, and

Whereas an increasing number of individuals both within and
outside anthropology are alérmed by the prospect of such genocide
and ethnocide, be it resolved

That the organizing committee of this conference investigate the
feasibility of establishing an Amazonia Survival Council to take all
appropriate actions for gaining the support of national anthropological
associations, other scientific bodies, national governments, and public
and private international orqanizations in the task of halting the
destructive process.

36 359 9 ¢ 3 2496 9 3 3 4 3 3 3 W%

The following petition was circulated and signed by North American
participants in the symposium:

wBe it resolved that in view of the significance to the world
as a whole of the gmazonian eco-system and the native populations’
therein, we strongly recommend that the House Sub-Committee on
International Development initiate investigations on the subject
as soon as possible."

The petition is to be sent to:

House Sub-Committee or. International Development
riouse Annex J, rRoom 703
Yashington, D.C. 20009

1t was also recommended that those agreeing with the above
petition send individual letters to the House Sub-Committee on
International Development.

Madison, HWisconsin
April 22, 1978 77



DECLARATION OF BARBADOS I1

In-America, as Indians, we are subjected to a two-faced
domination: physical domination and cultural domina
tion,

Physical domination reveals itself primarily in the rape
of the land. This rape started with the outset of the
European invasion and continues today. Along with the
land, our natural resources have been destroyed: the
forests, the waters, the minerals, the oil. The land that
is left to us has been divided through internal and
international borders. Our people have been isolated
and divided, and there have been attempts to create
confrontations among our peoples.

The physical dominatjon is also an economic domina
tion. Wz are exploited when we work for the non
-Indians who pay us less than what our work produced.
We are also exploited in trade, because ws are paid
poorly for what we produce (the harvests, the arts and
crafts, etc.) and what is sold to us is very expensive.
This domination is not only local or national, but
international. The huge transnational covporations are
seeking the land, the resources, the labor force, as well
as our produce, and they rely on the powerful and
privileged of the non-iIndian society to carry this out.
The physical domination relies on force and violence
that are used against our peoples.

Cultural domination can be considered complete when
Western culture, or the culture of the oppressor, has
been instilled into the mind of the Indian, as the only
One; and promoted as the highest leve! of development.
Whereas, our very own culture is not really & culture,
but only a stage - a low stage of backwardness which
must be ‘‘overcome.’” The result of this is the division
of the individuals that make up our people, primarily
through the systems of education. Cultural domination
does not allow the expression of our culture, or
disinterprets it, and degenerates its expressions.

Cultural domination is carried out through:

Indian Policy - which includes the process of intergra-
tion or decuituralization through the various national
and international institutions, religious missionaries,
etc.

The Official Education System which basically
teaches White supremacy, and the make-believe in-
feriority of ourselves, thus preparing us to be moie
easily exploited,

Mass Communication Media - which serve as the
mediums for the dissemination of the most important
methods of disinterpreting the resistance that Indian
peoples have put forth against cultural domination.

As a resu't of this overall state of domination our
people are divided because we live under three different
conditions. 1) The groups that have remained relatively
isolated and have preserved their own cultural modes.
2) Groups that preserve a great part of their culture, but

arc directly oporessed by the Capitalist system of

cconomic dependency. 3) That sector of the population

that has been de-Indianized through the forces of

integration and have lost their cultural modes in ex-
change for limited economic advantages. '

For the first ones the immediate problem is to survive as
a group. For this, it is necessary that their land areas be

guaranteed. The second group is physically ond
economically oppressed, and before anything else faey
need to regain control of their resources. The last group
has as an immediate task, the liberation of itself from
cultural domination to which it is subjcct, and to rescue
its very being, its own culture.

In conclusion, the problem of our people is sum-
marized as follows.

i) A situation of cultural and physical oppression
which ranges from subjugation on the part of a small
White, or Criollo {(mixed-blood) mincrity, to the danger
of extinction in countries where Indians constitute a
low percentage of the population,

2) The Indo-American people are divided internally
hecaus:  of the actions of: policies of integration,
‘education, developmentalism, Western religious systems,
the system of cconomic catepories, and the horders of

national states,

In light of the situation of our people today, and with
the purpose of drawing the first line of guidance for
their struggle towards liberation, the following great
objective is put forth: To reach a unity amcngst the
Indian population considering that in order to reach
this unity the basic element is a historical and
territorial placement of our relationship with the social
structures and the regimes of the national states - and
to identify what extent our participation with these
structures is total or limited. Thus, through this unity -
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DECLARATION OF BARBADOS II, CONTINUED

recapture the historical process and attempt to bring to
- an end this chapter of colonization. In order to reach
this objective, the following strategies are set forth:

A. We need our awn genuine political organizétion that
gives itself to the cause of a movement for liberation,

B. We need a clear and consistent ideology that can be
* graspéd by the whole population,

C. A method of work is necessary - that could be used
in order to mobilize a great number of the population.

D. An element of convergence is necessary, that would

persist from the onset to the end of the liberation
process.

E. It is necessary to maintain and reinforce the means
of internal communicatioh, cur languages, and at the
same time to create a means of communication
amongst the peoples of different languages, while also
maintaining basic cultural structures, especially those
related with the groups own education.

E. it is necessary to take into account and define on
the local level the support forces that can exist on an
international level.

The elements that can be utilized in order to carry out
the above named strategies are, among others, the
following: :

A. As for the political organization, it can begin
through traditional organization as well as from a new
modemn type organization.

B. The ideology must be formulated from a stand point
of historical analysis.

C. The method of work can begin through the study of
history in order to identity and explain the situation of
oppression.

D. The element of convergence must be the very
culture itself, basically in order to create the conscious-
" ness of belonging to an ethnic group, and the Indo-
" american people,

Barbados; July 28, 1977



Declaration of Principles

for the Defense of the Indigenous Nations and Peoples of the Western Hemisphere

The following Declaration appeared in the appendix of the
Legal Commission report.
Preamble:

Having considered the problems relating to the activities
of the United Nations for the promotion and encouragement
of respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Noting that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
and related international covenants have the individual
as their primary concern, and

Recognizing that individuals are the foundation of cul-
tures, societies, and nations_and *

Whereas, it is a fundameantal right of any individual to
practice and perpetuate the cultures, societies and nations
into which they are bomn, and

Recognizing that conditions are imposed upon peoples
that suppress, deny, or destroy the cultures, societies, or
nations in which they believe or of which they are members,

Be it affirmed, that:

1. Recognition of Indigenous Natiens

Indigenous peoples shall be accorded recognition as
nations, and proper subjects of international law, provided
the people concerned desire to be recognized as a nation
and meet the fundamental requirements of nationhood.
namely:

Having a permanent population

. Having a defined territory
Having a government

. Having the ability to enter into relations with other
states.

2. Subjects of International Law

Indigenous groups not meeting the requirements of na-
tionhood are hereby declared to be subjects of international
law. and are entitled to the protection of this Declaration,
provided they are identifiable groups having bonds of
language. heritage, tradition, or other common identity.

a6 o

3. Guarantee of Rights

No indigenous nation or group shall be deemed to have
fewer rights or lesser status for the sole reason that the
nation or group has not, entered into recorded treaties or
agreements with any state.

4. Accordance of Independence

Indigenous nations or groups shall be accorded such de-
gree of independence as they may desire in accordance with
internationai law,

5. Treaties and Agreements

Treaties and other agreements entered into by indigen-
ous nations or groups with other states, whether denomi-
nated as treaties or otherwise, shall be recognized and ap-
plied in the same manner and according to the same inter-
national laws and principles as the treaties and agreements
entered into by other states.

6. Abrogation of Treaties and Other Rights

Treaties and agreements made with indigenous nations
or groups shall not be subject to unilateral abrogation. In
no event may the municipal law of any state serve as a de-
fense to the failure to adhere to and perform the terms of
treaties and agree.aents made with indigenous nations or
groups. Nor shall any state refuse to recognize and adhere
to treaties or other agreements due to changed circum-
stances where the change in circumstances has been sub-
stantially caused by the state asserting that such change has
occurred.

7. Jurisdiction

No state shall assert or claim or exercise any right of
jurisdiction over any indigenous nation or group or the
territory of such indigenous nation or group unless pursuant
to a valid treaty or other agreement freely made with the
lawful representatives of the indigenous nation or group
concerned. All actions on the part of any state which
derogate from the indigenous nation's or group’s right to
exercise self-determination shall be the proper concern of
existing international bodies.

8. Claims to Territory

No state shall claim or retain, by right of discovery or
otherwise, the territories of an indigenous nation or group,
except such lands as may have been lawfully acquired by
valid treaty or other cession freely made.

,17%
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DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES, CONTINUED

9. Settlement of Disputes

All states in the western hemisphere shall establish
through negotiation or other means a procedure for the
binding settlement of disputes, claims or other matters re-
Jating to indigenous nations or groups. Such procedures
shall be fundamentally fair and consistent with international
law. All procedures presently in existence which do not
have the endorsement of the indigenous nations or groups
concerned shall be ended, and new procedures shall be insti-
tuted consistent with this Declaration.

10. National and Cultural Integrity

It shall be unlawful for any state to take or permit any
action or course of conduct with respect to an indigenous
nation or group which will directly or indirectly result in
the destruction or disintegration of such indigenous nation
or group or otherwise threaten the national or cultural in-
tegrity of such nation or group, including, but not limited
to, the imposition and support o. .legitimate governments
and the introduction of any religion to indigenous peoples
by non-indigenous missionaries.

11, Environmental Protection

It shall be unlawful for any state to take or permit any
action or course of conduct with respect to the territories
of an indigenous nation or group which will directly or in-
directly result in the destruction or deterioration of an in-
digenous nation or group through the effects of pollution of
earth, air, or water, or which in any way damages, displaces
or destroys any natural resource or other resources under
the dominion of or vital to the livelihood of an indigenous
nation or group.

12. Indigenous Membership

No state through legislation, regulation, or other means,
shall take any action that interferes with the sovereign
power of an indigenous nation or group to determine its
own membership.

13. Conclusion :

All of the rights and obligations declared herein shall
be in addition to all rights and obligations existing under
international law,

Geneva, 1977
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