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WOMEN'S ROLE IN WATER SUPPLY AND SANITATION IN DEVELOPING COUNTRIES
 

Introduction
 

The Water and Sanitation for Health (WASH) Project, in conjunction with 
the United Nations Development Program (UNDP), is pleased to issue this 
bibliography on Women's Roles in Water Supply and Sanitation in Developing
 
Countries. The bibliography includes over one-hundred documents selected from 
the WASH Library and from materials supplied by Dr. Mary Elmendorf with docu
mentation assistance from Ms. Leslie Rose and the TransCentury Foundation. 
This bibliography supplements WASH Technical Report No. 18 Community 
Participation and Women's Roles in Water Supply and Sanitation in Developing 
Countries, November 1982, a part of which appears as Appendix A herein.
 
Appendix B lists several documents published or identified recently that were
 
not included in the main bibliography.
 

Emphasis on Women in the International Drinking Water Supply and Sanitation 
Decade (IDWSSD).
 

Traditionally women in rural and urban fringe areas play major roles in 
the use and management of water supplies and sanitation facilities. Yet many
 
improvement schemes have not taken adequate account of this fact. In line with 
a growing recognition of the important impact which women can have on the 
success of such programmes, the United Nations Steering Committee for
 
Cooperative Action for the IDWSSD established a Task Force on Women and
 
the Decade in April 1982, chaired by UNICEF. In June 1983, IJNDP approved an
 
interregional project funded by the Norwegian Government, which aims at
 

promoting women's active involvement in planning and implementation if water 
supply and sanitation improvements and in related health education activities.
 
This bibliography has been produced to support these efforts by assisting in 
the establishment of an information base on this subject. It can be used in 
various training activities to be undertaken by the project, as well as 
serving as a tool for a broad audience of project managers, contractors, 
project personnel , government officials, non- governmental organizations and 
researchers engaged in water supply and sanitation-related activities. 

How To Use
 

A main author index is followed by (1) a ubject index, (II) an index 
according to phase of development, and (I) a country index. The entries in
 
the author index are arranged alphabetically and numbered sequentially. The 
Roman numerals following each entry refer to subsequent indices, and the small
 
letters apply to the sub-categories appearing on the following code page. The 
subject index has been designed for use in a training or classroom setting and
 
is similar to course reading assignments where the most relevant and useful 
documents are highlighted and followed by a short description. Others are
 
listed for use if time and access permit. In the second section, documents 
pertaining to women's participation in particular phases of a water supply and
 
sanitation project are listed by the numbers found in the author index. The 
phases of development are assessment, planning, implementation and evaluation. 
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Obtaining Documents
 

In every case where possible, the source of the document is noted so that
 
it may be obtained directly. Addresses for frequently noted organizations
 
appear in a separate listing. In most cases, authors and publishers will grant
 
copying privileges to persons in third world countries so that the purchase of
 
multiple copies (for training purposes) will not be necessary. In the few
 
cases where the source is not listed, UNDP may be able to supply the needed
 
document.
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CODES 

SUBJECT 

a. Appropriate Technology
 
b. Social and Economic Development 
c. Education and Training
 
d. Health
 
e. Sociocultural Aspects
 

II PHASES OF DEVELOPMENT
 

a. Assessment
 
b. Planning
 
c. Implementation 
d. Evaluation
 

II. COUNTRY
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ACRONYMS AND ADDRESSES WHERE DOCUMENTS MAY BE OBTAINED * 

AED 	 Academy for Educational Development 
1414 22nd Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20037 

AID 	 Agency for International Development
 
Document & Information Handling Facility
 

7222 47th Street, Suite 100
 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815
 

APDAC 	 Asian and.Pacific Development Administration Center
 
P.O. Box 2224
 
Persiaran Duta 
Duala Lumpur, Malaysia
 

EPOC 	 Equity Policy Center
 
1525 18th Street, NIW. 
Washington, D.C. 20036
 

FAO 	 Food and Agriculture Organization 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
001000 Rome, Italy 

ICRW 	 International Center for Research on Women
 
1010 lFth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20036
 

IDRC 	 International Development Research Centre
 
Box 8500
 
Ottawa KZG 3M9,
 
Canada
 

IRC International Reference Centre for Community
 
Water Supply and Sanitation
 

P.O. Box 5500
 
2280 HM Rijswijk
 
The Netherlands
 

OEF 	 Overseas Education Fund of the League of Women
 
Voters
 

2101 L Street, N.W.
 
Washington, D.C. 20037
 

PAHO 	 Pan American Health Organization
 
525 23rd Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006
 

SIDA 	 Swedish International Development Association
 
105 25 Stockholm,
 
Sweden
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TransCentury
 
Secretariat for Women inDevelopment
 
1789 Columbia Rd., N.W.
 
Washington, D.C. 20009
 

UNICEF 	 United Nations Children's Fund
 
866 United Nations Plaza
 
New York, New York 10017
 

UNDP 	 United Nations Development Program

866 United Nations Plaza
 
New York, New York 10017
 

UNEP 	 United Nations Environmental Program
 
P.O. Box 30552
 
Nairobi, Kenya 

WASH 	 Water and Sanitation for Health Project (AID)
 
1611 N. Kent Street, Room 1002
 
Arlington, Virginia 22209 

WB World Bank 
1818 H Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20433 

WE World Education 
1414 Sixth Ave. 
New York, New York 10019 

WHO World Health Organization 
Avenue Appia 
1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland 

If a source's address is not listed above, it appears in the
 

bibliographic entry. 
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Key Documents
 

AID, Bureau for Program and Policy Coordination. Women in
6. 

Devopmt. AID Policy Document. Bureau for Program and Policy 

Coordination, AID, Washington, D.C., October, 1982. 

Section E of this AID policy description concerns the
 

agency's approach to local women's involvement in water and
 
"women havesanitation development programs. AID recognizes that 

a strong stake in the establishment of water and sanitation
 

systems and an equally strong incentive to make sure the systems
 

are adequately and continuously maintained." The paper urges
 
as wellthat AID water projects include plans which train women 

as men in construction, operation, and long-term system
 

maintenance. Researchers interested in AID's present approach to
 

development programs should find this section useful.
 

28. 	 Elmendorf, Mary, and Isely, Raymond B. "Public and Private Roles of 

Women in Water Supply and Sanitation Programs." Human 
Journal of the Society for Applied Antropology,
Or anization: 


VoT. 42, no. 23, Fall 1983, pp. 195-204. Society for Applied 

Anthropology, c/o William Bergman Associates, 1001 Connecticut 

Ave. N.W., Washington, D.C. 20036. 

In this article, practical suggestions are made as to how
 

women can be effectively involved in water and sanitation 
programs as acceptors, users, managers, and diffusers (change
 

Concrete
agents) of new technologies concerning water systems. 

of each are offered from field experiences. The authorsexamples 

their writing on an extensive 	review of the literature,
base 
placing it within the context of theories concerning women's 

roles. Elmendorf and Isely outline participation-oriented 
approaches to future development projects which designers as well 

and trainers find highly pertinent.as field workers 	 should 

Tribune Centre, Inc. The Tribune. Women and52. International 	 Women's 
Water. Newsletter 	10. International Women's Tribune Centre, 305 

York 1982.East46th 	St., New 10017, 

The twentieth issue of The Tribune quarterly concerns women
 

and water and provides a comprehensive listing of resources,
 
well as publications
including 	audio-visual aids and agencies as 


brief overview
dealing with the topic. The editors also give a 

as
of the world water situation and women's position in it 


and managers. People seeking 	 additionalmotivators, initiators, 
source material on 	 women and water technology will find the 
bibliography exceedingly helpful. 
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Women and Development, AID. Equity Policy Center, Washington, 
D.C.. 1980. 
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While noting that AID's stated approach is supportive
sixties. 
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are not in fact accomplishing thosecritical that many programs 
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political,
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technologies did improve the quality of the services, and the 
introduction of better wells "encouraged the adoption of 
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concern to women in developing countries. R. Isely's and M. 
Elmendorf's piece on "Water and Sanitation-related Health 
Constraints on Women's Contribution to the Economic Development 
of Communities" specifically addresses the health consequences of
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demonstrate the relationship between female health and society's
 
qualitative growth.
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reviewed both the published and unpublished literature in
 
preparation of this report. Program planners and primary health
 

care workers should find specific strategies offered for
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effective.
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This short UNEP pamphlet succinctly outlines the wide variety
 
of diseases transmitted by water or fecal contact. In addition,
 
it stringently points out the close relationship women have to a
 
community's health standards due to their constant and
 
traditional contact with the water supply. Obeng touches on
 
several ,reas of UNEP's commitment to improving the global
 
problem.
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