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SUL"ARY
 

The hierarchical stratification of economic, social,
 

rural town, and
and cultural life along the lines of city, 


dispersed rural settlement is the main characteristic of the
 

social organization of the corridor.
 

The convergence of all stratification factors along
 

the some line in terms of power, rank, prestige, and status ma

ke the social structure of the corridor extremely stable and
 

helps explain the fluidity of ever larger members of people
 

moving through it since 1952.
 

In 1976, one out of every four Bolivians was residing
 

in a Province different than the one in which he/she was born.
 

Despite the fluidity that characterizes the current
 

social organization -of the rural areas of the corridor. The
 

social stratification system has not yet changed significantly.
 

The urbci center and the urban dweller is still at the
 

top of the social structure in terns of economic and political
 

power, in terms of rank and prestige, and in terms of cultural
 

status,
 

The rural dweller and the rural cowunity is at the
 

bottom of the social structure in terms of economic and political
 

power, in terms of rank and prestige, and in terms of cultural
 

status.
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The main characteristic of the rural dweller is his
 

geographic mobility in the quest of upward social, economic,
 

and cultural mobility.
 

The traditional upward mobility involves moving out
 

of the peasant community, moving out of being a campesino, and 

moving out of being identified as the member of an ethnic group. 

The moves are: geographicaly into the rural town or city; econo

mically into non-agricultural activities; and socially into the 

non-campesind world.
 

The modern upward mobility involves moving out of the
 

traditional rural community, moving out of subsistence economy,
 

moving out of a specialized occupation. The moves are: to a
 

colonization area; to a more market oriented economy; and to a
 

diversification of activities.
 

The extended family plays a key role in both processes
 

of upward social mobility. The branching out of family members 

into different economic, social, end geographic miches strenghtens 

the ties of the family and facilitates the mobility of its mem

bers through the social structure.
 

The social and economic processes taking place throughout
 

the corridor indicate that if a campesino wants to increase his
 

power both political and economic, to have higher status, and to
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enjoy sowe benefits of the urban life style, he has no option
 

but to get out of being a campesino and eventually beccm a 

city oweller. The concentratiwn of wealth, poer, and rtntus 

in the urban sector is overwhelming. 



I. Settlement Patterns in the corridor 

The following human settlement patterns are found 

throughout the cbrridor: the city or urban center, the ru

ral town, the new town, the center of a colony or incipient 

rural tcmi,. the dispersed colony, and the rural community. 

The city or urban center 

Although the focus of the analysis is rural social 

organization, the city plays an important role in
 

underatanding social and economic processes in the rural 

area. There are three important categories of urban resideni 

that are of campasino origin. The first one is made up of 

merchants, entreperneurs and professionals who are of rural 

town origin and it is a growing category of urban residents 

since 1S12. The second group is made up of small merchants, 

artezans, skilled workers, and migrant unskilled worked who 

predominate in the marginal neigbouchoods. Finally, there
 

is third category of newly arrived people who -move to the 

city from the rural area in order to qet an education and/or 

-n occupation.
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The rural town 

The rural town is a settlement that is.half way
 

between the city and the dispersed rural community. It is 

also a transition point between the disoprsed rural area
 

and the urban center. Two categories of people reside in it.
 

The first and smaller one is made up of descendants of old 

hacendados in zones aftected by the agrarian reform. The 

second one, and the more important one since 1952, is made up 

.mostly of ex-campesinos transformed into merchants, transpor

tistas, rural teachers, and a new breed of political/adminis

trative authorities. It also includes a smller percentage 

of people from urban origins Uho have moved to the rural town, 

specially service profesionals and merchants. 

The ru'al town (both old and new) plays a key role
 

as the transmitter of the urban ideology and urban life style
 

to the rural area though its schools, institutes, its public 

and private agencies, and its administrative and service
 

bureaucracies.
 

The rural town was established during colonial time
 

as a power center in'the rural area. Thouqh there have been
 

.changesit still functions as such and if it prospers it is
 

only' at the expense of the surroundinq rural oPulation. 
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Center of a Colony o-r New Town 

In the colonization areas of the corridor there are
 

what can be called new. towns or the center of a colony.
 

In colonization areas older than 10 years, emerging nucleated
 

settlements can be found which begin as an effort to nucleate 

the widely dispersed colonists with the goals of providing
 

them with services and opportunities for social life. However,
 

they are soon, taken over by merchants, transportistas, and
 

local level bureaucrats and transformed into the center of
 

power and control of the surrounding area of colonies.
 

Colony
 

The settlement pattern of a colony is widely dispersed
 

along roads and pathways with the houses built far apart from
 

each other and on each Chaco. These settlements have as their 

main characteristic their precariousness, and it is only in
 

zones that have been settled 15-20 years that one begins to see 

regular patterns and more permanent settlemLnts. The population 

left after that period of time is generally not the one that
 

first settled in the area except for about 20 ' who have pros

pered, become patrones themselves, and make their principal
 

residence the center of the colonv, a nearby town, or the citv.
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The Rural Community 

These settlement patterns refers to the traditional 

nucleated and dispersed community of campesino. It is found 

throughout the corridor in the low and high altitude valleys. 

Where the valleys are narrow and follow a river course, the 

settlement is dispersed and ribbon like. Where the valleys
 

are wide, the settlement tend to be nucleated with the 

agricultural land around the community. The traditional rural 

comunity is key to understanding the diverse social proces

sea taking place inthe rural areas of the corridor. It is 

the traditional rural community where the migrants to coloniza

tion areas, to rural towns, and to the city originate. 

It is in the rural community whee native culture is
 

maintained and where native forms of adaptation to different
 

ecological zones can be found.
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II. Human Settlement Patterns in the Corridor.
 

What has been said of the patterns of the human
 

settlement in the corridor applies to the entire area covered by
 

the corridor. In each portion of the corridor that corresponds
 

to a department, a city plays a central role. La Paz, Cochabam

ba, and Santa Cruz ore the most obvious and important cities
 

within t1. corridor. However, Sucre, Trija and to a lesser 

extent Potosi are just as important for the rural areas that 

are close to them geographically such as the !ianos del Chaco 

and the Valleys of Monteagudo and Entre Rios in Chuquisaca and 

Tarija. 

What follows is a brief description and analy

sis of the main types of human settlement in two sub-regions of
 

the corridor: The Valleys and the Colonization Regions of the
 

three main departments in the corridor.
 

I. Valleys (Cochabamba, Santc Cruz and La Paz) 

In the Valleys of the three main departments and 

in the valleys of Chuquisaca and Tarija that are included in 

the corridor two main types of human settlements are found: 

the dispersed ribbon like settlement in the narrou valleys, and 

the nucleated settlement in the wide o- open Valleys. 
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Dispersed Settlement.
 

The Dispersed Settlemont is the predominant type
 

and it is found throughout the corridor in the inter-mcuntain
 

narrow valleys. These valleys are made up of relatively flat
 

terraces of land that follow the course of rivers. In their
 

widest parts the flat terraces may extend one or tto kilometers
 

7rom the river to the mountains.
 

The predominant type of settlement in these na

rrow valleys is dispersed along the lenght of the Valley tif.th 

houses built on each property ussually in the part of the ter

race close to the mountains. 

The mayority of these valley are 10 to 30 kilo

meters Iona making any other type of settlement inpractical.
 

Irrigation agriculture is almost always the only agriculture
 

possible. In some of these valleys, small rural towns were 

established during colonial times as administrative and control 

centers. These towns still have the same functions, through in 

general they have declined in importance since 1952 as the old 

hacendado nroup !eft these towns. The mayority of these towns 

have a smll pernanent population anH a large tempn:r cme 

made-up of peasants of the surrounding ares jno buiLi secont 

residence in tf': t:-. ror r::ssionol visits m ' o: as _ resi

dence, Li:N u!oho'P schonl %.e,.r1yis use" only t t ' e:. 

Best Availabl1 Docum
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children attending school with grades not available in their
 

cornnunities.
 

Because of the topography of these valleys, the
 

settlement is unlikely to change unless motor-transportation
 

becomes universal. It is simply impractical for people to live
 

in one center if their properties are 15 or 20 or more keilome

ters down river. The most notable changes in these nprrow valley
 

that is, a house on
are the proliferation of dual residences; 


the property and another one in the toun which is used occssion

ally, and the building of th7 dispersed houses along a road if
 

one exists that goes along the valley.
 

Nucleated Settlement.
 

In the open Valley, such as the Cochabamba low
 

and high Valleys and the Valley of Vallegrande in Santa Cruz,
 

the predominant type of settlement is the nucleated one, that
 

is the houses of the mayority of the residents are build close 

together sometimes in the form of a town aid the agricultural 

lands ore distributef arouni the populatiun center. 

However, these wide or open Volleys contain many 

microclimates which influence the type of settlement and the 

mu!unrt n.unities onhvtype of m-

Z' eC:- For example VnJ'lenronf kiloMeters mwiv o ot,1,e]. in 
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de, there are 60-70 distinct communities in three different
 

micro regions: (Altiplano, Valle Mesotermico and Subtropi

cal). In the Cochabambo open-Valleys the diversity is even
 

greater. Each cor-munity tends to specialize in the produc

tion of certain crops forming a mossaic of economic and so

cial activities. Though towns or nucleated settlements are
 

common in these Valley, dispersed settlements are also found
 

alonn reads ann small rivers within the Valley.
 

Although settlement patterns aw4-in the Valleys
 

tend to be stable and long established, some trends are worth
 

nothing,
 

The all imnortant road is transforming or has
 

already transformed many old type towns from the classic colonial-


Spanish structure of grid streets build around a main plaza to
 

towns that are built along the main road(s). Urban growth 

as well as the availability of electricity and piped water are 

contributing to a physical reordering of old towns and disper

sed settlements in the valleys with houses being built in a 

ribbon like pattern along roads and electric lines. In the dis

persed settlements, there is a notable trend to form avlomera

tions whiich take the shape of neu or incipient towns. 
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The Colonization Zones: LoJ lands and Tropical Areas of 

La Paz, Cochabomba, and Sonto Cruz.
 

In the Colonization zones of the three main 

departments which include the sub-tropical and tropical areos, 

the following types of human settlement are found: The tradi

tional town, the tradit!onal colonv, the modern colony, and 

the new town o7 center of colony. 

The Traditional Town.
 

In the Yungas of La Paz and north of Santa Cruz, 

betois were established inColonial times which can best 

described as traditional. Thief physicrA lay-out followed a 

plan where the town had a main plaza containing the mayor build

ing housing administrative, political and religious leaders. A 

grid pattern of streets surrounded the main plaza. 

In the Yungas, the rural areas were settled by 

the peasants working in the haciendas, and sometimes as free 

communities, these settlements tend to be dispersed with some 

aglomerations around and old haciendz house or a chapel. In 

Santa Cruz, all the inhabitants resided in the town.
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These town have changed considerable since 1952.
 

They are loosing their classical structure and are spreading
 

along the main roads. The composition of the population of
 

these towns has also changed. Where before 1952 they contained
 

the rural elite of hacendados and the administrative functiona

ries, today they are more heterogeneous and contain large mem

bers of "prosperous" peasants from the surrounding rural areas,
 

increasing numbers of small merchants and artZ ans, and consi

derable numbers of land-less laborers, as well as public adminis

trative and service functionaries.
 

In Santa Cruz, towns such as Mantero and Mineros
 

have benefitted from the influx of modern colonists, while
 

others such as Saavedra, Portachuelo, etc., have resisted the
 

invassion of the modern colonists in an attempt to preserve
 

their identities, with the result of slower growth and in some
 

cases stagnation and marginalization.
 

The Traditional Colony.
 

This type of settlement is found only in the
 

mountcinous part of the Yunges. The colon-ias renotc tn colonial 

and Inca tines. They are found aroun, the ol. tons C= the 

Yunocs such os Coroico, Irupana, Chulu-ni. et:. 



The settlement is highly dispersed with houses
 

build on the agricultural land known as Sayanns.
 

These settlements, are also changing. Houses Ere
 

being built on small bought pieces of land along the roads.
 

Availability of electricity as well as piped water in further
 

influencing the change with a tendency to form agromerations of 

houses where the topography permits such settlement. The channe
 

is producing a concentration of the population along roads and 

towns with more urban characteristics than in other rural areas
 

of the corridor, their proximity to the bigger towns as well
 

as their easy access to the city of La Paz is contributing to
 

the urbanization of this area of the Yungas.
 

The Mlodern Colony. 

The Alto Beni area of La Paz, the Chapare of Co

chabamba and the northern area of Santa Cruz are zones of
 

recent colonization by peasants from the high land and valleys
 

1f the rest of the country. In these zones, the modern colony
 

type of settlement is found. It is basically of tuo types, the
 

"directed" and the spontaneous. The main difference amono the 

two is that while the directed colony is settled on both sides 

of the main road, the "spontaneous" colony is found alonn small 
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sometimes perpenroads or pathway away from the main rood and 


dicular to it.
 

With the exception of the Son Julian Coloniza

tion project in Santa Cruz, the type of settlement in the rest 

of the colonization areas is dispersed along roads or pathways
 

forming tiers untill the land allocated to a sindiceto or co

lonv reaches its limits. 

Insolation and difficulty of access are the main
 

characteristics of these types of settlement if away from the
 

Both factors make for a highly unstable type of
main road. 


of land use and
settlement, which together with the problems 


type of agriculture practiced make this type of settlement at
 

best a temporaty one.
 

The New Town or Center of Colony.
 

In older Colonization areas of the three depart

ments, 10-20 years, emerging nucleated settlements can be found 

which begin to give the area the look of more permanence and 

special social ani economic characteristics. Houeve:, these 

insofar as t.,cli locotior-2.ouns only 

new towAIrs at the 

emarqinq rurcl are statl 

is stroteoic tc " uide: zone. Fc example 

0o.:! C= -'7-- 07 neore tlio colnnizcnion -ntnar beins are very 

i.,portant pcints p-o-i*ing the nrrivin c r0nsts tith the only 
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services available in the area.- As the road is built following
 

some of the spontaneous colonies, the town ussually becomes a 

passing point as its area of influence decreases due to the
 

formation of new service centers further along the road. Only
 

towns that afe at crossroads remain important as the coloniza

tion area expands.
 

In the spontaneous as well as the directed co

lonies the new and strategically located towns serve as the
 

nucleous for comerce, education, and administrative services
 

for a group of colonies. They are made up of colonists from
 

the surrounding area that gradually shift their main residence
 

from their plot of land to the new town, as well as from public
 

service functionaries and small merchants from outside the
 

The colonists ussually maintain dual residence, that is
area. 


the more permanent house in the new town an a provisional one
 

on their plot of land, which often is 10-40 kilometers away.
 

These new towns sometimes resemble the more
 

traditional ton with designs for a main plaza, and its build

ings such as the town hall, the church, etc. However, the
 

heart of the new town is always the main street where the
 

comercial district is located and it is the street that is
 

part of the road out of the area.
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Older new towns resemble the traditional town
 

in the sense that local level authorities such as the corre

gidor, alcalde, teachers, etc., beging to ploy the old role
 

of the town elite. The combination of services in the new
 

town and the isolotion of most of the colonies make these
 

new towns attractive places to move to by the colonists con

tributinQ to their growth and importance. In the section on
 

social ornanization, the phenomena of the new town will be
 

looked at more closely.
 

ii 
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III. Social Organization
 

There are anumber of generalizations that can be made 

on principles of social organization that are applicable to the 

rural areas of the corridor. Differences between regions will 

be indicated as the rural social organization is described and 

analysed. 

The broadest generalization and the most obvious and
 

apparent isthat of the stratification of economic, social,
 

and cultural life along the lines of city, rural town, and dis

persed rural settlement. The convergence of all stratification
 

factors along the some line in terms power, rank, prestige and 
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status make the social structure of Bolivian society both
 

extremely stable and rigid and at the same time help explain
 

the fluidity of rural social organization since 1952.
 

This apparent contradiction of stability and
 

rigidity on the one hand and extreme fluidity on the other
 

is key to understanding the rural social organization of the
 

corridor specifically and the Bolivian society in general.
 

At the top bf the stratification system in terms of
 

prestige, power on control is the city or the urban world. In
 

addition to, the urban center having most of the political
 

economic and administrotive power, it also has cultural and
 

social power. Thus to speak Spanish and to have the cultural
 

and social life style of the urban dweller is the p:incipal
 

frame of reference for the activities of the majority oP rural
 

population. To be an urban dweller is to have both economic,
 

and political power. To be an urban dweller is to have presti

qe and status. To be an urban dweller is to have a set of va

lues vaguely identified or being part of the occidental cultu

ral,.technological, and economic world.
 

On the other hand to be a rural dweller is to have
 

low status and prestiqe; to have little economic, and political
 

power; to be identified as having a rural culture which includes
 



being seen as part of an ethnic group or groups that have
 

always been at the lower end of the hiararchy in the strati

fication system of Bolivia society.
 

Although, the mayority of the rural population
 

belongs to distinct ethnic groups, being a member of one of
 

the ethnic groups is not a necessary criteria for membership
 

into the lower stratum of the society. The Spanish speaking
 

rural inhabitant of the corridor areas (Valles y Tr6picos of 

Santa Cruz) are at the lower end of the system just as their
 

counter-part iin t Quechua or Avmara areas; though the 

Spanish speaking peasant fares realtively better simply because
 

of their cultural and linguistic similarity with the urban
 

dweller.
 

It bs often been said that the main characteristic of 

Bolivian rural social organization specially since 1952 is its 

fluidity or its constant state of flux. Flux in the rural area 

of the c6rridor takes the form principally of geoqraphic mobili

ty in search of upward social mobility which may eventually lead 

to an urban center and the urban life stile. 

Going to the City through the Rural Town Route
 

This neonraohic and social mobility takes different 
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routes. The first and the most traditional is mobility from
 

a dispersed rural area to the rural town. This move is
 

acompanied by a move into other occupations outside or agri

culture itself. It is usually a gradual move out of the ru

ral community and out of agriculture as the main ocupation.
 

It does not mean a sudden change, but agriculture as an ocu

pation, becomes less and less important until it is abandomed
 

all together. By agriculture; it is intended to mean campesi

no agriculture which in most cases is predominantly of the
 

subsistence type.
 

The campesino that moves to town is the one who has
 

prospered in agriculture, incorporated part or most of his
 

production to the market economy and who uses his rural base
 

- his plot of land and his cattle - as the launching platform 

for his move to town and as his main resource while he beco

mes established in town.
 

The move, however, is no explained in terms of
 

success in agriculture, but more often in terms of seeking a
 

"better education" and better health services for his
 

oFfsprinn. The move is also accompanied by a chanqe of cultu

ral identity which includes a change of dress, especia lv his 

uwie =nd dauqhters, c oilift to tie more frerijent use o Spanish 

amonn the parents und a tendencV to Spanish monolinquin amonq 

the offsprino; and finally a shift to a set of values that 

charecterize the urban world life-style. 



The move from campesino to townsmen is also a move
 

from primarely being occupied in agriculture to entering into
 

fields such as artezans, comerce and transport for the parents
 

and occupations such as teachers for the offspring if they re

main in the rural area. However it is more frequent that the
 

offspring will move to the city and work in construction,
 

attempt to enter the administrative bureaucracy, become comer

ciante.'transportista, or obtain a university degree. The more
 

prosperous of the town dweller will send their offspring to the
 

universities in the quest to have at least one professional son
 

or daugther.
 

The move, both geographic and social, from the rural
 

area to the rural town is completed in one generation.
 

Eventually the new townsmen may hive up altogether his land base
 

in the rural area, but more often he keeps it administering it
 

from town and employs peones. His ties with the rural area
 

become invaluable if he becomes, a transportista/comerciante. He
 

also replaces the old patron in his role as an intermediary
 

between his ex-neigbois from the rural area and the town authori

ties and the personnel of the Rural Service Anencies.
 

The process also means that there isa gradual change 

of cultural and ethnic Hmovslne. '-enn 9 ijuechtia 

or Aymara or Camba campesinn to heinn a vecin of !.',e town. His 
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offspring, will through their education, complete the change and
 

although they may retain cultural markings and the native langua

ge, they will identify themselves more closely with the Spanish 

urban culture than with their parents cultural origin.
 

Sometimes during the same generation, but more frequently 

it will be the second generation, the geographic and social 

mobility will repeat itself. This time, however, the move is from 

the rural town to the city. The more traditional move is through 

the education of the offspring in the city where it may include a 

university career. The justification for the move is expresed al

most always as a search for better education, better health servi

ces and the benefits of the city "environment" in terms of oppnrtu

nities for progress and betterment. The accompanying change in
 

cultural identity is inevitable as the move to the city involves
 

the learning of new and necessary cultural and social skills to be
 

able to function adequately as a Spanish speaking city dueller. 

This process of geographic and social mobility was 

accelarated after the revolution of 1952. The old hacendado ca

tegory and their collaborators did set the precedent nnd established 

the lines of mobility.. Newer generations of towns people of rural 

origins have and are following many of the paths establiihed by 

the old hacendodo nd vecino category. 
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It-is difficult to find a single old town in the
 

corridor that has not undergone a complete change of the popu

lation since 1952. Everywhere, a few of the old vecinos left
 

will talk about the great old times when the town was- full of
 

"decent" vecinos who have since left for the city and made
 

their lifes and sometimes fortune there. In the Yungas, towns
 

such as Coroico, Chulumani, Irupana, Quime, Inquisive are good
 

examples.
 

In Cochabamba, the towns of the valleys such or Capi

nota, Sacaba, Punata, Cliza, etc., are also examples of the
 

changes since 1952. In Santa Cruz, Saipina, Valle Grande, Saa

vedra, Portachuelo, Buena Vista, and San Carlos are interesting
 

example that ilustrate the process.
 

Some of the towns characterize ;hemselves for the
 

types of occupation which their old residents have entered in
 

their search for the urban life. For example in Valle Grande
 

approximately 85 % of the working urban population are rural
 

and urban teachers. The towns of Yungas at first produced a
 

number of medical doctors, lawyers and other professionals. La

ter on becoming a police officers was an avenue of social mobi

lity. In the towns of the Valle Alto of Cochabamba (Tarata, Pu

iata, Cliza, Totorn, etc.) at first the move was to the tradi

tional rofessions of medical doctors, lawyers and enoineers. La



ter on it was towards agricultural engineering the Prmed for

ces, economists, etc.
 

The type of occupation selected depends in part on
 

the perception of opportunities for work and progress and tne
 

resource base with the family can support a university career.
 

This process of geographic and social mobility from
 

rural area to rural town and the city has probably always 

existed and constituted an acceptable pattern of socio-economlc
 

and cultural mobility. However, while befcre 1952 it was open
 

only to an upper and very small rural stratum, the changes
 

introduced by the 1952 revolution, accelerated the process and
 

allowed larger segments of the rural population to take part in
 

it. Some of the most important changes were brought about by
 

the agrarian and educational reforms instituted after 1912,
 

What had been a trickle before 1952 because a flood
 

after 1952. The exit of the hacendado category and the people
 

who worked for them as administrators etc., from the rural towns,
 

left a veccum that was quickly filled in by town merchants, pu

blic administrators, and a new .breed of politicians. The new
 

rural elite did no longer control the land and labor of the cam

oesino, but through its control of capital and the comercial
 

system was just as able to "exploit" the rural population on
 

the old hacendado group was, It is in this sense that one can
 

state that the social structure of the rural area has not reallv
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changed that much. The positions in the overall structure
 

ren..in the same. It is only the actors that are different 

and some of the methods used by them.
 

During the 50's and 6O's the move from rural area
 

to town and to city increased and gained momentum becoming
 

an avalanche in the 70's (x)
 

The opening of schools in the most remote areas,
 

and the entrepeneurship of the comerciante/transportista to
 

reach the most isolated areas and to quickly become "rich"
 

with his trades are certainly important factors in not only
 

accelarating the trend, but also, in Introducing new and
 

faster routes from being a campesino to becoming at least a
 

city dweller if not a professional with higher status.
 

Though the route to the city through the rural 

town is still a viable and secure way of social economic and 

cultural mobility, increasing numbers are moving directly 

to the city and taking their chances with finding a job 

any job. 

(x) See Population tables
 



23.
 

NOTES: 

1) 	In 1976 in the Cities of La Paz, Cochabamba 38 %of 

their inhabitants were born elsewhere in the 

countrv. In Santa Cruz 46 % were born elsewhere. 

2) 	Of the total inmigrants in the cities of La Paz, Co

chabamba and Santa Cruz, the percentage of the
 

inmigrants of rural origin from the same departmente 

are 	as follows.
 

La Paz 64 % 

Santa Cri z 35.7 % 

Cochabamba 41 % 

Source: A!ho, Greaves, Sandoval. 1982. La Paz. Chukyawu. 

La cara Aymaro de La Paz. CIPCA No. 20. pp. 43 - 44. 
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URBAN AND 	 RURAL POPULATION IN COCHABAMBA CENSUS OF 

1900, 1950, 1976
 

1900 1950 % 1976 %
 

RURAL 247.848 75.9 346.659 76.7 448.853 62.3
 

URBAN 78.315 24.1 105.486 23.3 272.100 137.7
 

NOTE: Urban includes city of Cochabamba and provincial capitals. 

FUENTE: 	 C.E.R.E.S. 1982. (Calder6n, Rivera) Based on INE publica
tions
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POPULATION IN THE CITY OF SANTA CRUZ AND REST OF THE DEPARTMENT 

1900, 19509 1976
 

1900 1950 1976 

No. to No. 3 No. 

RURAL 203.197 83.05 456.042 64.2
 

URBAN 41.1461 16.95 254.682 35.8
 

TOTAL 171.592 244 658 710.724
 

FUENTE: 	 Boletin demogr~fico departamental de banta Cruz. Vol. 7
 
INE. La Paz, 1980.
 

URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION IN SANTA CRUZ TOWNS OF 2000 OF
 

MORE INHABITANTS 

1900 1950 4 1976 

RURAL 336.119 47.3
167,281 68.37 

URBAN 77,377 31.63 374.605 52.7 

TOTA'L 171.592 21#4.658 7107724 

FUENTE: 	 Resultados del Censo Nacional de Poblaci6n y vivienda
 
1976. Vol. 10. La Paz.
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POPULATION 	 CITY OF LA PAZ AND REST OF THE DEPARTMENT CENSUS 1900, 1950, 

1976 

1900 1950 1976 

No. % No. % No. % 

RURAL 308.169 (3) 36.5 681.392 (3) 71.8 '-829.796(1) 60.6 

URBAN 66.331 (2) 13.5 267.008 (2) 28.2 635.282(1) 43.4
 

TOTAL 446.500 (3) 948.400 (3) 1.465.078(1) 

FUENTE: Resultados del Censo Nacional de Poblaci6n y Vivienda 1976. 

(1) INE: Vol. 10. La Paz
 

(2) ALBO, GRAVES, SANDOVAL. p. 43 

(3) INE. Cochabamba OfficR
 

URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION IN THE DEPARTMENT OF LA PAZ 1900, 1950, 1976 

URBAN INCLUDES CITY OF LA PAZ AND TOWNS OF 2000 OR IRE INHABITANTS 

1950 1950 	 1976
 

Noo. 

No. No.%No. % 

RURAL 555,616 65.5 765.815 52.4 

298,463 34.5 597.263 47.6 

TOTAL 446.500 	 948.400 1.465.078 

FUEN TE: Resultados del Censo Nacional de Poblaci6n y Vivienda 1946. Vol. 

2.10. INE. La Paz 
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TABLE 4 

PROYECTION OF THE URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION 

1975 to 2000
 

URB NRURALYEAR 
No. CV No. %" 

1975 2.873.015 58.7 2.021.388 41.3 

2000 4.335.50l 1.14.1 5.501.859 55.9
 

NOTE: Urban - towns of 2000 or more inhabitants 

Source: 	 INE. 1980. La Paz. Bolivia: Proyecciones de 

la Pohlacion For oreas urbana-rural, seoun sexo 

y ed.d: 1975-2000. pp. 43 - 144. 

2 n
edad:i~o 	 A2
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Going to the City Throujithe Colonization Route
 

An alternative route to the city and the accompanying 

life style is that route which is becoming established and can 

absorb greater numbers of people than the town ever could: It 

is the colonization route or a rural to rural to urban center mo

bility process. 

Briefly, the campesino leaves his native highland or 

lowland community for the colonization frontiers of La Paz, Co

chabamba or Santa Cruz with high hopes of a better life and 

often with promises of a great future. Uhether the colonist 

starts his oddissey with the ultimate goal of ending in the ci

ty is not known.,but what is known is that soon after he settles 

down in a colonization zone, his actions show that at least his 

offsprinq will move to the city. 

To practice subsistence agriculture in the colonization
 

area does riot even benin to fullfil the hopes and expectations 

which moved the colonist to miorate. This is true even though 

the colonist marv have 50 hectares rather than 1 hectare. He 

nay have a slinhtly higher income, but, his cots are higher and 

livinq conditions worse than in his home comnunity. 
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Life in the colonization areas does not in any way
 

come closer to what the campesino may have aspired. Thus, it
 

becoms a struggle to survive; to accumulate eno,,qh resources to
 

move out of being campesino; to move out of being occupied in
 

or to at least work so that the offspring may move
agriculture; 


to the city and to other occupations.
 

The reasons for the relatively little success of the 

colonization programs have been amply documented. (x) The 

predatory and nomadic type of agriculture, the lack of infrastruc

ture, the lc of markets, etc. , have all been studied and ana

lysed. It would seem that despite all the talk of the promise 

of openning the agricultural frontier of the low-lands, the net 

been a holdino action to stem the tide of campesinosresult has 

to the city. Does , campesino family really have a future if 

they move to the low lands to practice a modified form of subsis-

Ues it the purpose to convert the campesino
tence agriculture? 

colonists i-to farmers 7 Is there a practical solution to this.
 

? What role do, donoris there a realistic rqovernment strategy 

agencies platy ? 

in the Yunnas of La Paz, there are colonization areas 

such as Taipi Playa where nearly 90 % if not 100 , of the colonist 

ave OurLCasee a 1ot in the city of La Paz and built a house to 

(x) Sea the 2.1.A.T. P'LODES. 2.E.R.E.S. studies 
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which the family gradually moves. The colonies of Taipi Playa
 

are about 20 years old.
 

The process is being repeated in the newer colonies,
 

specially in the Alto Beni. The process begins with the arrival
 

of an individual or groups of individuales from the highlands.
 

He obtains a plot from the Instituto Nacional de Colonizacibn
 

ussually in an area that has only a path or not even that. He
 

brings enough resources from his home community to allow him to
 

stay up to one month to cut down the trees of one hectare (des

monte) in the months of June to August.. He returns to his home
 

community and comes back 2 - 3 months later to burn and clear up 

his plot (Chaco) and to plant rice and corn. He returns once
 

again to his home community in the highlands. He returns again
 

in December or January to weed his plot. He makes again onother
 

trip back to the home community and returns to harvest in April
 

or May.
 

If he has a nood harv-st, he returns the following year 

and clears another hectare. In the first hectare he may have 

planted bananas and cacao. Towards the third vear. 'Iemay brinn 

his fa ily down with him and build a simple hoize. He continues 

to clear the forest and to diversify his crops *!ith the plantinq 

of citrus, cacao and corree. The crops le Qai1ts are in Part 

nn .:hat he sees a-ound or near him. 'ouevar, Inost ?e-* 
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crop planted is an experiment until through trial and error he
 

reaches a satisfactory degree of diversification and production.
 

Once the colono has reached a certain point in his
 

career -his plot (Chaco) is well established and he is "prospe

rous" - nis family begins to disband. His wife and older and
 

very younq kids move to La Paz, where they have bought a piece
 

of land and built a house. He remains in the Chaco with some
 

ef his kidswho are still attending rural school. The wife becomes 

o comerciante sellino the produce of their land directly in La Paz
 

in one of the Tambos (Markets).
 

The older kids go to high school or learn a trade and
 

when Finished take a job in construction, transport, in a Factory
 

or become employed one of the state bureaucracies. A small
 

percentage of the colonists may send a son to the university.
 

In any event, once the older kids have begun to work,
 

the father and rest of the family move to La Paz. The colono
 

rents his chaco, or more often leaves it with peones. He adminis

ters it by visiting the area from time to time and his wife
 

continues to market the produce in La Paz.
 

The colono himself may attenpt to work in construction 

or in a trada. !iemav also start a comercial venture in his 

comunity o" orinin. or if he did buy R truck become a transpor

tista-toarether uith one of his sons who drives the truck. Mare 
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often, however, the colonist spends his time traveling between
 

his chaco and La Paz.
 

While the first years are the years when the family is
 

together establishing the chaco, the family soon begins to
 

disband and it is unlikely that they will live together in one
 

place again. The members. of the family move continuosly after 

the first move to town or the city. At first between the colony 

and the city, and later when the sons and daugther have grown up,
 

over a wider area in search of work and the formula that will
 

allow them upper social economic and cultural mobility.
 

Part of this process is also the change in cultural
 

identity. Breaking with the community of origin leaves the co

lonist floating for a while. Although still a campesino Aymara
 

or Quechua, he most often sees himself as a colonizador (colonist).
 

That identity, however, is vague and serves only to create a
 

sense of being part of a group. When asked where they come from,
 

they often respond first with the departament, example La Paz.
 

Less often they respond by naming the province where their nati

ve community is located; only when pressed will they tell the
 

name of their native communit v . 

The responses to the muestion of whore do you come from 

are similar to the self-identificntion : s = colonizndor to snV 

that tet, come from n dennrtment is to use o nrooder crteqorv tn2t 
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maximises the chance of finding people who at least share
 

something in coinon.
 

The names choosen for the colonies, specially sponta

neous colonies, reflect the attempts to find a new identity and
 

the composition of the colonies. The directed colonies have
 

impersonal and bureaucratic names such as Faja A, 8, C, D, or
 

Faja Norte lote 312. Spontaneous colonies with a predominant
 

group of families from the same community of origen have names
 

which in some way reflect their origen such a Ingavi lra., or
 

Uyunense,or Chorolque, Tarija, etc. Finally colonies made up
 

of people from diverse origins have nationalistic names such as
 

Abaroa, S de Agosto, etc.
 

The Colonist and his Social Environment.
 

The process of settlement described above was in terms
 

of the colonist and his inmediate family. The family, however,
 

is involved in a wider social environment.
 

The first and most important social context is the 

community of origen. Tht'whole venture is financed by the resou:

ces of the colonist in his native communityd. It is also almost 

always the case that the decision to minrate is made in 1 qroup 

context. In the Alto Floni. For example, one often r'in1s t-t 
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groups of young men from the some community settle together in
 

a colony. Mechanisms for surviving the first years include
 

active use of social institutions such as Ayni and Minka which
 

are reciprocal exchanges of labor and goods and forms of mutual
 

aid.
 

In the colony itself the sindicato plays a very impor

tant role during the establisment of a colonization settlement.
 

Though a sindicato can be a complex organization, in the coloni

zation areas it is a form or action-group. That is a group of
 

colonists get together for a series of specific purposes. The
 

sindicato as an action group is effective only when there is a
 

common ooal and a felt need.
 

The first one, of course is to net the land and the
 

title. All sindicstos were born for this purpose. Sindicatos
 

are almost svnonmous with land owneship and titles. Once the
 

colony is settled with the sindicato delimitino the area and the
 

distribution of plots, it becomes activated for other specific
 

purposes such as the attempts to get anykind of the all important
 

road built to the colony, which allows them eabier access to a 

main road. Later on it will be the school, and the Posta Sanita

ria. On!, in the olker colonies, sindicatos -iay begin to play a 

.
"ir-n.. -c-e s c!- 9s nttemort :o t._t ' prices "'or_ette! their 

t:1 ,aeS O Sevi2ceS. 
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Each time a colony though their sindicato attempts
 

to get a road, a school or a posta, it must spend an incredible
 

amount of time and resources soliciting the different bureaucra

cies to carry out the job. Since one agency may do only one
 

thing, colonies will often get one agency to build a schobl years
 

before the Ministry of Education can or will assign a teacher. To
 

get any kind of assintance will involve innumerable trips to the
 

provincial capital, or the departamental capital, or even the
 

country capital.
 

Though the colonists contribute with money and labor to 

the long process of exctracting aid from the government, the 

leadership effort is expected to be a service to the community 

following traditional community traditions of leadership. A lead' 

may spend time and money well beyond what the colony will recognize. 

These leadership roles are not sought but imposed by a general 

assembly on the most appropriate person who may resist but ends 

up taking the job often with litlle enthusiasm. It is not surpri

sing then that frequently a leader will take advantage of his 

possition in an attempt to get what he thinks is just reward 

for his efforts. A situotion that inevitably 3nds in conflict 

anf! division -s the leadership maV be accussed of inappropoiate 

use of funds. 
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It is a1o not surprising that sindicatos become
 

inevitable involved in politics, since it is through politics
 

and politicking that moast schools, postas,and roads are built.
 

The colony that gets infraestructure is ussually the one that
 

can best manipulate patronage ties with officials at the depart
 

mental and/or national arenas.
 

Finally the sindicato constitutes the only organization
 

to which the colonist belongs with any regularity that goes
 

beyond the extended family. However, a sindicato which plays
 

the role of authority of the colony as well, is not and can not
 

make up for the ties that make a community. Sindicatos often
 

attempt to play many roles, such as organizing sports event,
 

which are important and popular mechanism for community building,
 

but also too frequently fail because of the mixture of goal orien

ted behavior and politicking.
 

Another organization that is important in the coloni

zation areas for a qreat number of people is the church. The loss 

of a sense of cultural identity, the lack of multiple ties that 

make up a ccmmunity, and the need to have an ideoloqy that helps 

explain his situation and qives him a sense of belonqinn are all 

important factors in the proliferation of churches. All. of these, 

of course aside fror the 'elinions or t eolonicil foctors £I!T 

mov move neoole to embra"a n -elirvion. !n,'eer posi.tiv.i iP -.v 
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be for an individual to belong to a church, the%-pro*eration 

of churches is one of the greater obstacles to communitV qction.
 

For example in Palos Blancos, Alto Beni, with approxi

mated 700 families, there are nine different Protestant churches
 

and one Catholic and though the growing town needs to repair
 

and expand its water distribution system, the churches were ci

ted as the main constrain to getting the coffunity to get toge

ther for conmunal action or at least conmunal decision over the
 

water problem.
 

In most of the colonization areas, ethnicity is also
 

seem as a constraintto community or group action. The division, 

however is not so much between Aymaras and Quechuas as between
 

native Enanish speakers and, as both ethic group are called in
 

Santa Cruz, the collas, where there are very few or no native
 

residents, the conflict may be between Aymaras and Quechuas. In
 

any event other than a strong cultural prejudice of the Spanish
 

speakers towards the collas, ethnicity as a constrEintto commu

nal action is less important than religious, local political fac

tors, or the emergent and growing socio-economic differentiation
 

amonq the colonists.
 

A number of factors make socio-economic differentiation
 

an important phenomena of the colonizotion areas. The most imoor
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tant is the ubication of the lot (chaco) along a road. Where
 

one sees a degree of prosperity, stability and signs of perma

nence is along the roads and specially in the incipient towns
 

with few of the original colonists left in them..
 

In a colonization area, there a number of stages in
 

its development. Nelson, Henkel, Wiggins and more reciently
 

CERES (1982), have descri ed the settlement process of a
 

colonization area in similar ways.
 

During the first stage of the process, the pioners
 

are subsistence farmers. Infractruture is poorly developed
 

In the second stage there is more participaor non-existent. 


tion in the market economy and some infrastructure such as
 

roads, school, health posts maV have been developed and nuclea

ted settlements begins to develop. During this stage some of
 

the colonist may achieve relative prosperity. However, nost
 

of t-hen after exhausting the soils will move further in and
 

start the process aoain. The abandonned farms may be taken 

over by remaining :olonist or ortsiders and o process of 

consolidttion of land starts along with a shift.from subsisten

ce to a ,-ora :anitn! intensive oriculture or -nttle risinq. 

In tne loirth stae the colonization nrea benins to 

.Pli.. :.it4'o,=. settlement pattarn ,.,4itn the -rowjt- o;" the 
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nucleated settlement, the diversification of activities, and
 

increasing socio-economic differentiation.
 

In terins of social organization the stages evolve from 

a realtively hompgeneus oroup of colonist with a participatory 

organization such as a sindicato to an increasingly hierarchical 

organization where socio-economic and cultural factors of dife

rentiation replicate the national social stratification system. 

A few of the original colonist who have "succeded" and not left 

the area for the urban center become the emergent town elite. 

They would have normally branched OLt to other activities such 

as comerce, transport, and public posts. They become employers 

of poorer or recently arrived campesinos, the size of their 

land holding would have expanded considerably. 

For the mayority of the colonist-.the settlement is
 

temporary and they replicate the first two stages along the
 

frontier of the colonization area or become unskilled migrant
 

laborers in the rural and urban centers.
 

Factors in the socio-economic differentiation process 

include at the time-of arrival, the size of the family, the age 

of the head of the family, the size of the family labor force, 

and the ties with the home communitv as a source of economi.c, as
 

well as social and emotional support.
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In the area north of Santa Cruz C.I.A.T..studies des

cribe and analyse the basic pattern of agriculture in the cola

nies as the "descent into and escape from the barbecho crisis" 

(C.I.A.T.: 1950 - 1981) 

The colonist practices slush and burn agriculture in
 

virgin forest in plots of lnnd that he can work with his fami

lys labour force which may reach up to five hectares a year. 

During the first 2 to 2 i/ears he has high yields and relatively 

low costs. The land is than abandoned for a new plot within
 

his farm where he repeats the process.. The plot is abandoned
 

after about two years to natural second growth or barbecho. When
 

he finally clears all the high forest, he must begin in fallow
 

with higher costs and lower yields. Cropping periods become
 

longer and fallow rotations become shorter and with time his
 

farm enters what C.I.A.T. has called the Barbecho crisis.
 

(C.I.A.T. 1980. Maxwell and Pozo No. 22)
 

The fact that only 25 % of the farms in the area sur

veyed had escaped the "barbecho crisis" ilustratG the strong 

differentiation process taking place in the co'nnization areas. 

Thouqh the process is evident in North of Santa Cruz, a similar 

process is taking place en the Chapare and Yungas areas. The 

details of how the process wok' in these areas might be different 

to the one observed in Santa Cruz because of the different eco

logical conditions. 



TABLE 5
 

NUMBER OF FAMILIES AND ESTIMATED POPULATION IN THE 

COLONIZATION ZONES OF BOLIVIA UP TO 1978 

ZONE No.Families Estimated
 
POpulation
 

La Paz
 
Caranavi-Alto Beni-Yungas 17.533 65.788
 

Cochabamba
 
Chapare - Chimore 9.622 37.992
 

Santa Cruz
 
North and East 20.678 89.765
 

Tarija and Oeni 13.134 52.536
 

TOTAL 60.967 246.081
 

NOTE: (Number of families refers to the ones given a
 
parceia by the Instituto Nacional dp Coloniza
tion)
 

Source: C.E.R.E.S. 1980. La Paz. Migracion Rural-Rural
 
en Bolivia: El caso de las Colonibas. Estudios
 
Poblacionales No. 2. pp. 14 - 18
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NOTES
 

- In 1976 migrators movements affected 1.092.000 persons. One 

out every four Bolivians were residing in a province different 

than the one i6 which they were born. 

- Urban centers account for 70 % of all migratory movements. 

That is Rural to Urban and Urban to Urban migration. Half of 

which is to La Paz and Santa Cruz. 

- Betwen 1950 and 1976 the yearly grdwth the rate for the faster 

growing cities was: 

Montero 7.2 % 

Santa Cruz 6.7 % 

Cochabamba 3.8 % 

Trinidad 3.8 % 

La Paz 3.7 % 

- Colonization areas did absorb only 17 % of the total migrants 

(1976) approximately 185.640 persons. 

Aibo, Greaves, Sandoval. CHUMIYAU. La Cara Aymara de La Paz. I
 

El Paso a la ciudad C.I.P.C.Ao No. 20 La Paz 1982 p
 

http:C.I.P.C.Ao
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IV. Formal end Informal Institutions 

The Traditional Rural Communities 

The Ayllu found in some of the most isolated communi

ties is organized as a territorial unit and has an authority
 

structure that includes offices that are occupied on a rotative
 

basis. Every member of an Ayllu is expected to occupy an offi

ce through a career that starts at the bottom of the hierarchy
 

succesively moving up the hierarchy as the individual acquires 

experience and becomes a respected elder of the community. The
 

top office is that of the Jilacata or Cacique who is assisted by
 

alcaldes who in turn are assisted by Regidores or Aguaciles.
 

the hierarchy may have up to six levels. The functions of the
 

Ayllu authority system are mainly religious and symbolic and are
 

closely tied to the fiesta systep.
 

Other traditional informal institutions are the ayni,
 

minka, wuayco, and the associations of water users. All of them
 

serve to organize social and economic groups for reciprocal aid
 

and for Loriwunal work. In communal institutions, leadership
 

roles are assigned to individuals who have the required wealth
 

and prestige and who are expected to service the commiunity
 

without reward other than added prestige. The naming of persons
 

to ledership roles and the taking of group decisions are based
 

on the consensus of the mayprity.
 

I, 
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Assimilated Institutions 

Institutions that are foreigil to a native community, 

but that have been assimilated and given a new meaning are the
 

local representatives of the national political and administra

tive authorities and the sindicato.
 

The corregidor and the agentes municipales represent
 

the national authoritv system. They are elected to office b

the consensus of the community, and are only effective if they
 

have the tacit support of the members of the community. However, 

these local authorities can also become arbitrary and explotati

ve if they represent outside interests rather than the interest
 

of the communitv.
 

The sindicato is the second institution that has been
 

assimilated by the traditional community, but only in areas where
 

there was a need for it. The need and the birth of the sindicato
 

is in the agrarian reform and in the colonization areas where
 

land ownership was the mobilizing issue. In communities that did
 

not have haciendas, such as Valle Grande, sindicatos never did
 

prosper.
 

In communities where there are no national authorities,
 

the sindicato plays the role of authority. This is especially
 

true en newly established colonies.
 

(1
 



Institutions in New and Old Towns
 

The towns have a larger number of representatives of
 

the national authorities. In provincial capitals, they are
 

headed by the Sub-Prefecto and the Alcalde. In cantones, the
 

list of authorities is as follows:
 

- Corregimiento del Cqntdn
 

- Central Agraria Campesina
 

- Agente Municipal 

- Junta de Vecinos 

- Registro Civil
 

- Jueces de Minima Cuantia 

- Guardia Nacional
 

- Junta de Autoridades - (includes all of the above) 

Frequehtly, the Pwn elite of non-campesino members
 

occupies each and everyone of the offices except the sindical
 

ones, 

A larpe and ever growing number of pars cornunal agen

cies. both private and public must be added to the town authority 

hierarchy. 
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These Are:
 

- Public schools 

- Private schools 

- Cooperativas 

- Churches 

- Banco Agricola 

- Health Services (Postes, Hospitales) 

- Non-formal education centers 

- Mothers Clubs 

- Private development Institutions of social organizationV 
and community development
 

- Specific projects (Sponsored by Internacional Donor
 

Agencies)
 

- National Service for Community development
 

- Agricultural extension
 

- IBTA 

The list is not exhaustive. Each one of these insti

tutions is in town to help develop the area, to provide services.
 

Although all institutions seek the same goals. their work is
 

often done in isolation and without the participation of the bene

ficiaries who are the reason for their beinn in the area in the
 

first place. The cultural differences between the beneficiaries
 

(
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and the people of the support institutions is perhaps the main
 

obstacle to the realization of their projects or the deliverV
 

of their services. Finollv, even in the cases of the best in

tentioned agencv , the net result is the transmittion of the
 

urban culture to the detriment of the rural communitV culture,
 

and way of life.
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V, Economic Activities and the Managment of Risk
 

Economic activities of the population of the corridor
 

can best be understid if one looks 6t subsistence type activi

ties of the campesino and market oriented activities of the
 

city dweller. The difference, which is of interest for this
 

paper, between the two types of activitift is that while the 

market activities are mediated by cash, subsistence type acti

vities do not involve cash.
 

As was said before, the campesino is at the lower end 

of the stratification system while the city dweller is at the 

upper end. Among the defining characteristics are not only the 

control and use of economic power, but also the overall economic 

system in whicn each category is involved. 

Between the campesino subsistence economic activities 

and the urban dweller's market oriented economic activities are 

a combination of the two types of activities in different degrees 

that characterize the economic behavior of. the mayority of the 

rural population in the corridor.
 

Traditional Campesino
 

The campesino engaged exclusively in subsistence type
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activities are a minority and can be Found only in t1- -at iso

lated communities of the corridor such as the highlands off the
 

Cochabamba valleyv, some isolated valleys in La Paz and Santa Cruz,
 

and in areas of the llanos del Chaco.
 

This campesino can be called a traditional campesino.
 

His economic activities are oriented to his subsistence and
 

self-sufficiency. The technology that he uses is well known and
 

trdsmitted from father to son without the need of formal schooling.
 

The -- ops that he plants have long been adapted to the ecological
 

niche in which he lives.
 

He has two main occupations and a number of complementa

ry ones. The two main occupations are agriculture and live stock
 

rising. The complementary ones are the manufacture of clothes,
 

tools, and other needed utensils for the house and the farm, and
 

the processing of produce such as dehytrated potatos, fruits, ela

boration of chicha, etc. The entire family participates in these
 

activities with especific roles assigned to each member of the
 

family. He has little or no need for cash.
 

Modern Camoesino
 

A non-traditional type of campesino in these some valleys
 

and specially in the lowlands or col'nization areas, while still
 

4 
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involved in subsistence activities will also sell for cash part
 

of hils production and branch aut other economic activities such
 

a comerce, transport, and unskilled non-agricultural labor. This
 

campesino predominates in the corridor and may be called the mo

dern campesino to contrast him from the traditional campesino.
 

The modern campesino while retaining manVof the characteristics
 

of the traditional campesino life, begins to participate in mar

ket oriented activities in order to obtain the cash he needs to
 

satisfy hir and his family's growing needs. While still being
 

oriented by the traditional way of life of the community, he
 

begins to turn his attention to the urban center and the urban
 

life style.
 

The size of his qgricultural land is too small and the
 

technology he uses not productive enough to allow him to satisfy
 

his increasing need for cash or to allow him to achieve a higher
 

social and economic status. Faced with that problem he may
 

attempt a number of strategies that will allow him upward social
 

and economic mobility.
 

First he may attempt to intensity his production through 

the use of a r technology which involve inproved seeds, the use 

of chemical Imputs, arid/or the specialization in highly rentable 

crops. Everywhere in the corridor, there are dramatic example of 

modern campesino trying parts of the new technology in an attempt 
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to increase their production and their incomes. Everywhere
 

there are stories of constant failiure. In Saipina (Sonta Cruz)
 

for example, campesinos tell about how for over thirty years
 

they have tried new crops, have taken cr2dit, have "followed"
 

the agricultural extesioriist advice, etc. in a continuos effort 

tc find a crop or the crops that would provide them with higher
 

incomes.
 

They mention stories of projects that were initiated
 

which induced everyone to try a new crop only to end in failure,
 

debts, and a conviction that agriculture "does not pay".
 

The main problem is that the new agricultural techno

logy is a systems that has not been fully trasmitted to the
 

campesinos. Only parts of it are know,and even then most of the
 

time they are known incorrectly. Examples of the missuse of
 

chemical fertilizers, pesticides, etc. are comion in every commu

nity. Partially implemented programs of improved production
 

are even more common. A common example of why campesinos "do not
 

want to change" begins with the projects that provided the campe

sino with credit, technical assistnnce, and imputs which result
 

in an abundant production which can not be marketed and leave
 

the campesinos not only with their harvest in their hands but
 

deep in debt.
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After having been "persuaded" to participate in a
 

number of these kinds of projects wheru one componet was not
 

planned or failed to work, the campesinos became reluctant to
 

try new crops or techniques, if he can not control or
 

unu.w'stands what he is involved in. He seems reluctant to
 

change to outsiders who may no know the long history of failu

res the campesinos huve survived.
 

The modern campesino apparent resistance to change
 

is related to his lack of sel-reliance. To do almost anything
 

relted to using the new technology, he depends on others. They
 

ussually are government services agencies, but with increasihg
 

frequency one finds private development agencies. The imputs
 

he needs are normally provided by merchants/tiansportistas.
 

If the campesino plants a new and unknown crop, he
 

depends on the extensionist to tell him the proper techniques,
 

an the Banco Agricola to give him credit, and on merchant/trans

portist to pay him a price he does not negotiate. If he runs
 

into problems, the extensionist is unable.to help or tells him
 

to get a product the campesino has never heard of, or knows
 

where to get. If he manages to produce a good crop, he ussually
 

gets a price for it lower than his production- costs.
 

http:unable.to
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It is not surprising, then, that the modern campesino
 

woants to get out of beinn a campesino and attempts to branch
 

into other activities such as contruction uork, paid agricultu

ral labor, small comerce, transport, artezan work, etc.
 

There is no better evidence of the modern campesino
 

willines to take risks that the innumerable development projects
 

"that have failed" to change him from a campesino to a modern
 

farmer. Uhere there are no projects, the campesino continues to
 

experiment with new crops, with new technologies, not as enthu

siastically as he did with the first projects in which he became
 

involved and failed, but with more caution and a fragile sense of
 

self-reliance. If he fails again, he at least wants to know
 

that it was not because he believed and followed the instructions
 

or the "engineers" without really understanding what he was doing.
 

Although in almost every community of the corridor one
 

can hear modern campesinos desillusioned talk about projet.ts,
 

"engineers" (agricultural extensionists), and all the ruril govern

ment services, yet, they still depend on them and hope they will
 

help them cbange their lifes. The feeling of dependency has beco

me the principle obstacle to change since they do not feel they 

have control over their destinies, but must wait until they are 

helped. 

http:projet.ts
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Campesino Colonist
 

The second strategy is to become a colonist. To nave
 

50 hectarea in a colony seems to hold the key to a better 1iFe
 

since he had been subsistinn on 1 or 2 hectares in his home
 

comnunity. Once he moves to the colonization areo, he soon rea

lises that although he now is the owner of 50 hectares, he is
 

not much better off than before and in fact he knows that he is 

worse off. The unfamiliar environment with all the neu risks to 

his well being, the new technologies he must quickly learn to 

has his and his family'ssurvive, and the fact that he only 


labour force quicklv convince him that the 50 hectares alone will
 

not make a difference.
 

By 1970, the largest colonization effort undertaken byV
 

the government (Corporacion Boliviana de Fomento CBF) registered
 

the following desertion rates by zone: Alto Beni 52 %, Chapare
 

46 %, Yapacani 325. (x) 

(x) 	Source. Steve Wiggins. Colonizacion en Bolivia.
 
Acci6n Cultural Loyola. Iglesis Metodistn
 
Sucre, Bolivia 1976
 

(j
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The.desertion rates cited above ore for "directed" co

lonization efforts. There is agreement that spontaneuos coloni

zation ef1-orts show lower desertion rates and more stabilitv.(x) 

However, no studies exist that hcve documented the co-nnonly neld 

belief that spontaneous colonies have lower desertion rotes.
 

Even if spontaneous colonies have! lower desertion
 

rates and are more stable, the fact remains that spontaneous co

lonists are not better off. They do practice the same type of 


agriculture as the colonistsdo an) are involved in other activi

ties just as the directed colonists are.
 

It is still basically a subsistence type of agricultu

re with higher participation in the market. In contrast to the 

stable subsistence agriculture practices of the home community, 

the colonist is involved in a predatory and nomadic form of anri

culture. The "barbecho crisis" already mentioned is the breaking 

point for a colonist. If he survives it, his chances of becoming 

a modern farmer are very high. 

(x) Migracion Rura! en Bolivia. El caso _".-s Colonies. 
C.E.R.E.S. Estudios Poblacionales No. 2.
 
La Paz lq9O. p. 25
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Though it is difficult to estimate what percentage of
 

the people who survive the "barbecho crisis" and become farmers
 

(Probably less than 1 %), the mayority use their agricultural
 

base to branch out into other activities. The most common of 

these activities' is comerce, followed by transport and a salaried 

occupation. Ironically it is he "success" in agriculture which 

allows a colonist to stop being a full-time farmer and eventually 

get out of agriculture all together.
 

For the approximately 75 % of the colonists who do not 

survive the "barbecho crisis" the options are: to move to virgin 

land and start again; or to enter the fringe urban areas in 

search of a job. A percentage become paid agricultural labores
 

for the more prosperous farmers.
 

The colonist, unlike the modern campesino of his home
 

community, is constantly taking risks. The fact that he moves to
 

the colonization area with finsignificant resources and no knowledge
 

of the environment or the skills needed to survey are as big a 

risk as he will ever take again. Every crop and everything he 

does in the colonization area involves experimentation and risk.
 

In effect it is through the colonist constant experimentation 

that areas in a colonization zone are classified as bein appro

priate for particular crops. Every colonist, specially the 

pioneer ones are in a sense agricultural experimental stations. 

All of course, at the cost of the colonist. 
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Diversification of economic activities
 

The modern campesino and the colonist strategy for
 

survival and eventual upijard social mobility is diversification,
 

not only of the edonomic activities of the head of the family,
 

but of the entire family.
 

in the zone of the corridor with traditional co=-munities 

such as the valles around Cochabamba, diversification of activities 

includes small domestic industries, specialized crops, comerce, 

and miorant labor. What is more each.community in the valleys
 

specialises in one mayor activity in addition to agriculture.
 

For example in Salinas (near Punata, Cochabamba) where 

the salinity of the soil is so hiqh that nothing can be produced, 

the 25 Families that make up the community extract salt which is 

used for the manufacture of cheese. Nearby in San Jos6 . the 

community is involved in thd manufacture of roof tiles, and bricks.
 

In effect the communities of these valleys have adapted
 

themselves to the ecoloQical niches formino a mossaic. In most
 

of then. handicraft production is an integral part of the family's
 

econom!.
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Each member of the famil' has specific activities tht
 

ve-.
contribute to the overall famil. econonv. Veryoun1 and 

old females spin the L,.oo). that is used by/ youn women to iieave 

the s,Jeaters, and ponchos sold either to a cooperative Mr 

to the consumer in the market. The head of the Familv uorks
oale 

in the fields in the heavy aguricultural tasks as uell as in a 

conplementarV activity, such t...,. of" ceramic.as manufacture roc.

tiles, bricks, etc. The younger sons he,p the fa-her, "iil the 

older sons migrate in search of new skills, wor'k, or business 

opport.unties to places as diverse as the .North OF ,-roentin-, the 

city, and the colonization areas. Young campesino women also mi

grate, but not as 'Far Ps the men, and net nvoveu in marketing , 

locally produced crops and eventually consumer goods. 

Live stock is also very important and constitutes not 

only a source of income, but a cash reserve fo any eventuality. 

In the valleys of Santa Cruz, the family farm is bigger 

and even more diversified. The size of his livestock *herdis 

also considerable bigger. Thus while 7aCochabamtn campesino may 

hiave 7 'ieai o7 cattle, a Sant have up toCruz campesino :.Lt-i:l 70. 

Processin of oroduce is also common in zrvn 3antag, !_"ruz v-'" 

:heese - su"or malOsses. etc. 
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the trend is also to
In the colonization areas, 


diversification of production, though the colonist often 
depends
 

on one or two crops as his source of cash - for example - rice
 

and sugar in Santa Cruz, coca in the Chapare, and cofee and
 

citrus plants in the Yungas.
 

In all areas, however, the most important diversification
 

As it has often been
is to activities outside of agriculture. 


Comerce

said comerce and transport are the most common choices. 


a
 
can range from marketing the family's production to becoming 


Work in
rescatista and marketing the produce of an entire area. 


construction 3s unskilled labor is also a common activity. 
Edu

cation as the means to jobs outside agriculture is the predominant
 

trend among modern campesino children.
 

Even when a family has partically moved to town or the
 

they maintain their land and ties with the home community,
city, 


which allows then extra sources of income. The seach for diver

sification of economic activities continues in the town or city. 

The ownership of agricultural land is crucial to the
 

modern campesino whose family is in the process of moving to the
 

city. It is only the second generation, which may have attained
 

land in
well-paid urban occupations that will sell the piece of 

his parent rural community. 

'p. 
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An interesting new phenomena is taking place in many
 

places of the corridor. It is the return to the rural area b.
 

urban dwellers to exploit the land as modern farmers. In the
 

Yungas the proliferation of poultry farms around Coroico is due
 

to urban dwellers returning or branching out to other than urban
 

occupations. In the Cochabamba valley, there is also a conside

rable number of urban dwellers involved in poultry production
 

and dairy farms. In the Comarapa-Mairana area of Santa Cruz,
 

highly technical and specialized farms are not a rarity any more.
 

In the mayority of the cases the urban dweller 
who
 

returns to the-country does it as a part-time activity and an
 

extra source of income. However, he does it with an undestanding
 

of the technology needed to make it 
a highly rentable operation. 

He is no longer a campesino, but a modern farmer, or agroindusan 

trialist.
 

If the trend increases it will accelarate the depopulation
 

of rural areas of campesinos and the change from a self-sustained
 

and self-sufficiente type of agricultural to a 
modern agroindustrial
 

type of production.
 

It would seem that the campesino has little chance of 

becoming a modern farmer if he first does not become an urban 

dweller. In the meantime the campesino is doing all he can tu
 

move up the social stratification system geographically, socially,
 

economically, and culturally.
 



Notes to Economic Activities:
 

Cochabamba
 

- In Cochabamba, there were in 1978 a tote of 12.585 selling 

posts in the Markets and Fairs of the city, both fixed posts 

and mobile ones. (x) 

- In 1976, there were 3.G9 families for each selling posts in 

the Markets and Fairs of Cochabamba. The numbers of families 

in 1976 was estimated to be 14G.559. (x) 

- There is no data on the number of selling posts in the provin

cial towns and Fairs.
 

- Selling posts includes those that sell from agricultural pro

duce to consumer goods.
 

La Paz
 

- See Albo, Graves and Sandoval, CHUKIYAWIJ. ta Care Avmara de 

La Paz. Vol. I. II. CIPCA, La Paz, Vol. 20 - 21 

For detailed analysis and Description of the Results of Survey 

on occupations of the rural immigrants in the city of La Paz. 

(x) Source: Fernando Calderon iG. V Alberto Pivera P. Jatujn LIalta: 

Vendedoras v Ladrilleros en Cochabamba. C.E.R.E.S. Cochabamba 

1982 pp 33 - 34 



Throught the corridor, the predominant family is the
 

extended familV . It plays a kev role in the social, economic,
 

and cultural processes already analysed.
 

The Traditional Campesino Family
 

Clusters of homes in rural dispersed traditional
 

communities ussually house the parents of a family and their
 

married offspring. Each unit houses a nuclear famili! whithin
 

the same compound. Nearby clusters are realted by blood and
 

marriage. All the activites take place within the context of
 

the extended familv. When a member of a family sponsors tradi

tional Fiesta, all members of the extended family contribute
 

with resources and labor. When he organizes and Ayni or a
 

Min., it is also expechd,that members of the family will con

tribute. It is through these religious, symbolic, and economic
 

activities that extended 1'alily ties and membership in the
 

group are constantly reinforced. However, in every day life
 

given the size of the plot of each member, thbre is little need
 

for aid; and it may seem that the basic unit is the nuclear
 

unit.
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The Modern Campesino Family
 

The importance of the extended family becames dramati

cally clear when the traditional campesino family beqins to
 

enter into market oriented activities. The geographic mobility
 

that characterizes the population spreads members of the family
 

over a wide area on social, economic, and cultural niches. Fa

mily ties are manitained, since the initial resources came from
 

the rural community and the plot of land. The native community,
 

in effect, finances all the moves out of it.
 

For the mayority of the families, the colonization of
 

new lands constitutes a diversification of the family economy.
 

The interchange of goods and services between the native communi

ty and colony is constant, specially during the first years
 

(Blanes, Flares, 1982). The branching out into other activities
 

is also done within the extended family context and on the basis
 

of the native community and/or colony.
 

The diversification of economic activities is achieved
 

through members bf the family. The wife becomes a comerciante,
 

of agricultural produce and sometimes a comerciante-rescatista.
 

The son becomes n transportista, the daughter enters domestic ser

vice as a way to becoming comer tante of consumer goods in the
 

city. Uncles and cousins are, or some other distant relative.
 



53.
 

play an important role in taking a newly arrived boy whether in 

the city or the colony. Sons and dauohters sent to school in 

town or in the city stay with relatives. When documents must be 

obtained from the national authorities, a relative -2- works in 

the bureaucracy no matter how low his possitiin, will be asked to 

help. 

After thirty years of flux, the extended family has
 

retained and perhaps become more important than ever; for what is
 

one to do without relatives who help to cope with the many social 

and cultural worlds the campesino faces when he leaves his native
 

community?
 



APPENDIX A
 

HEALTH CONCEPTS
 

The concepts of health and illness among the rural
 

population fo thp corridor are complex and related to all other
 

aspects of campesino life. Concepts of health and illness are
 

not easy to explain, but must be seen in the symbolic and ritual
 

context of campesino life. The following vety broad generaliza

tion are derived from conversations with peasants throughout
 

the corridor. The explanations of illness and health are
 

remarbably similar whether the campesino is Aymara, Quechua, or
 

Spanich speaker.
 

Illness in a person is ultimately related to an exter

nal force such as the earth, wind, lightenning, specific places,
 

and to supernatural forces such as malignat spirits and persons
 

with super-human powers.
 

Illness has to do with norms of behavior. When the
 

norms are broken a person is "punished" and becomes ill. Cure
 

in then related to the purification and cleauseness of a person
 

who is ritually cured with the use of herbal remedies or with
 

some frequency a convination of herbal remedies and drugs.
 

An individual must live in harmony with his environment,
 

to do this he must observe certain norms of behavior and certain
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rituals. If through his behavior he breaks a norm or does not
 

this he must observe certain norms of behavior and certain
 

rituals. If through his behavior he breaks a norm or does not
 

perform a ritual, he will become ill.
 

The mother earth (Pachamama) is the most common Cause 

od illness. The Spanish speaking Vallegrandino peasants says 

that he is ill because "le agarr6 la tierra", his Quechua or 

Aymara counterpart explains his illness or Jallp'a . In each 

case to be ill with Jallp'a is to say that the soul or spirit 

of the Pachamama, (mother earth) has entered into the body because 

he/she was in a forbidden place or because he/she did not perform 

a customary ritual of veneration and respect to the earth the 

new house, a speciall river etc. The earth, the river, the moun

tain, the tree, etc. all nave suls that can be good to onr 

can harm one. The apeare them, one must offer them food, drink 

and other presents. 

Similar explanation of health and illness are related
 

to other natural and supernaturcL forces such as the wind,
 

lightini0-g, and malignant spirits. In each'case, the cure is a
 

ritually performed application of remedies to purify the body,
 

the recover the soul or to expel malignat spirits that have taken
 

over a person.
 

Each illness is associated with a cause, a remedy and a
 

native health practicioner who can help an ill person recover his
 

health and well being. 



APPENDIX B
 

THE CHAPARE 

Socio-Economic caracteristics of the Chapare Colonist
 

The followino paragraphs describe theChapare colonist
 

in consistently similar terms: "Una caracteristica del tipo de
 

asentamiento en esta zpno, es su inestcbilida, es decir que po

dria lJlama:se coloiiiz~.16n esporaica. Hemos visto que el 80
 

de !e poblacibn viene de !a region de Cochabomba, !a mavoria
 

de estos tenian v conservan su propiedad en esta misma regi6n, 

en particular Colomi y Sacaba. En consequencia no viven a 

"tiempo completo" en e! Chapare. sino que van y vuelven regular

mente de un lugar a otro, cuando el trabajo o la cosecha lo re

quieren. No intentan permanecer en el Chapare y cuando se sien

ten viejos, venden su lote en el Chapare, pare volver definitivE

mente a su tierra de oriqen". (x) (Emphasis added)
 

"Actos tan importantes como el matrimonio religioso,
 

oue implica un momento..intenso de relacion y de legitimaci6n social, no
 

se dan sino en el lugar de orinen .... De tudos modos el matri

monio sioue celebrandose fuera de !a colonization, lo que indica
 

que la base familiar sigue estando fuerp. Es una familia en si

(×) 	Delaire, Bernard y Hoffmann Carlos, Factores Sociales v 
Economicos del cultivo de la coca en una micro regi6n del 
Chapare. PRODES, La Paz 1978. p 6 



2.
 

tuacion permpnente de rupturaU p 12G 

"Este fonomeno persiste durante muchos ahos ya que
 

una de las metas de muchos Chaparehos es hacerse una casita
 

fuera del Chipar. ... p 126
 

"La historia del asentamiento (en el Chapare) es
 

fundamentalmfitc una historia migratoria, una historia de de

sarraigo di bUsquedo de afirmacion. En esta dinamica los 

parientes v los amioos juetan un papel muy importante". p 126
 

ILP f'amilia que emerge en el Chapare tiene su base,
 

como ya se i.ndico, en otro lugar. En este sentido es una uni

dad familiar "nueva". Ella tiene que improviser nuevas formas
 

insercion en el escenario economico del Departamento; ha per

dido las bases sociales del lugar de origen y ahora tiene que
 

adoptar nuevas formas de organizaci6n social. (pag 120)
 

"Finalmente, es importante incorporar entre los cam

bios importantes, la mobilidad especial de esta fuerza de tra

bajo (los colonos). El caracter provisional e inestable del
 

asentamiento, oblioa al colono a desplazarsb permanentemente
 

tanto dentro del Chapare como fuera hacia fuera. El colono
 

esta permanentemente sobre el camino. Se reprodice como un
 

minero que trabaja por temporadas en una mine. El Chapare
 

tarda mucho en aparecer como un asentamiento definitivo".
 

(emphasis added) p 125
 

Blanes Jose J. y Flores Gonzalo C. Campesino, Migrante y Co
lonizador. Reproduccion de la economia familiar en el Chapare
 
Tropical. C.E.R.E.S., La Paz 1982 pp 120-126
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"Finally, another factor should be mentionned to
 

help explain whv so few were over !O years of are, apart 

from the low life expectancy. Manv colonists do not plan 

to spend their whole life in the Chapare, when they reach
 

old ace, they pfefer to return to their place of origin,
 

where they usually kept some property, and where they can 

spend their remaining years with relativesU (x) (pp 75-76)
 

"Their movement to the Chapare is a kind of spora

dic migration, since feW of them intend to reside there 

permanently. Morover there is a general tendency for teenagers 

and older people to leave the area. The young to study in 

Cochabamba or find a job in the city, the old to reteil to 

the place of origin, among relatives and friends". "The youn

ger genpration seems to find life in the Cliapare dull". p 189 

"Muchos se extrahan del poco espiritu empresarial del
 

Chaparefo, otros dicen que en el Chapare no se puede hacer
 

nada porque los campesinos no respetan la propiedad privada
 

o que no se encuentra trabajo en el Chaparm. Ademas, dicen
 

otros. cobran sueldos mas altos que en Cochabamba. Es decir
 

no estan cambiando las relaciones de produ~i6n. Estan cambian

do los modos de insercion en le economie o,, tiene su asiento
 

x) Delaine. Bernard L.: Coce Farminn in the Chapare. A form
 
of Collective innnvatior, Unv-ersIt, n'Saint Louis
 
PHD dissertation, _977
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en el Valle pero lo demos sique igual. Iuchos empresarios
 

se hen regresado frustrados del Chapere o se ouedaron en
 

permanente aislamiento frente al mundo que los rodea".
 

Emphasis added p II (Example: Salozar's Pig Farm)
 

"Por no comprender este realidad se han estrella

do muchos planes y proyectos de desarrollo en el Chapare. Ge

neralmente estos ultimos hen sido concebidos con la mentali

dad de investigadores de los E.E.U.U. o Europa que tienen
 

una large experiencia sobre la transicion de campesino a Far

mer y/o a empresario capitalista. De sus economies parcels

rias de hace dos decades hoy ya predominan "campesinos" empre

sarios agricolas, que han acumulado tierras, que han consegui

do capital, que han invertido, que se han especializado en su
 

produccion, etc.
 

Por que no sucede esto en el Chapare?
 

Si se incentive, la produccion y comercializaci6n
 

de un producto, porque no van a surgir pequenos farmers como
 

primer paso a la enmergencia de un empresario Agricola... 7
 

Con esta mentalidad se formularon lu mayor parte de
 

los proyectos y no encontraron acogida ni de parte de los
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Aquellos (los campesinos)
campesinos ni de parte del estado. 


porque no estadntro de sus intereses, v este ultimo (El Es

tado) porque no puede distraer capital en !a aoricultura mien

tras los campesinos puedan producir alimentos baratos coma lo
 

han hecho siempre."(xlEmphasis added)
 

The studies of the Chapare, from which the paragrahs. 

cited above were taken, Enow in a consistent way that the co 

a strategy whichlonization of the Chapare by a campesino is 

aims at diversifying and - streghtening the peasant family 

economy and not a strategyx aimed at the development of "modern" 

farming enterprises.
 

The streghtening and diversification of the peasant
 

family economy has its origin in the quest for upward social,
 

economic and cultural mobility to which the campesino family
 

Colbnization is
dedicates all of its efforts in dramatic ways. 


often only a part of a wider strategy of stregthening the pea

sant family economy, and as suc h it is not the most important 

effort. It is a means to something else: the getting ot; of 

agriculture as the main occupation of its members and the
 

breaking into other fields of economic activity which leal tho
 

city and the city life style.
 

x) Blanes y Flores, P II
 



Blanes and Flares (1982) state that the peasant fa

mily in the Chapare has a oreat degree of autonomy in organizing
 

its productiveaactivities. It is throunh the demand for food
 

(cheapfood) by the urban population that the market of agricul

tural products is organized and not through the requierements
 

of industrial or comercial capital. (x)
 

The following paragraphs show the relationship between
 

the Chapare, the campesino colonist production activities, and
 

the markets for his produce.
 

a) "Si el capital industrial tuviera una gran relaci6n
 

con la agricultura-abastecimiento de insumos- crearia mecanismos
 

pare asegurar tales abastecimientos, dando origen de esta manera
 

al desarrollo de empresas capitalistas capaces de introducir gran

des modificaciones en la tenencia de la tierra y la tecnologia V
 

la estructura productiva. El abastecimiento de estos insumos se
 

originaria a traves de la inversion del capital, al crearse eco

nomias de escala." (Emphasis added)
 

b) "La estructura del ingreso esta intimamente relacio

,ada a lo sehalado. Dada la concentracion del ingreso en sectores
 

minoritarios, principalmente urbanos, el Departamento de Cochabam

id. p 254
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ba,_ gue es predominantemente rural y de urbanizacion intermedie, 

se ceracteriza mas bien por sus bajos inaresos. 
 Este ba~o nivel 

de ingresos determina las caracteristicas del consumo V las for-. 

mas y niveles de abastecimiento. El consumidor promedio del De

partamento prefiere al pequeho distribuidor en lugar del gran
 

distribuidor, que podria ser requerido mas bien por los sectores
 

de altosilngresos. En esta opcion, el consumidor promedio sacri

fica una serie de caracteristicas de !a calidad del producto en
 

funcidn de su abaratamiento. El sector productivo no genera la
 

capacidad suficiente de empleo como pare absorver las mesas mi

grantes a las cuidades. Se genera de esta manera un sector de
 

auto-empleo principalmente terciario cue tiene su mejor espacio
 

en la distribucion V preparacion de alimentos, compitiend
o de 

esta manera con un capital comercial en la lines de alimentos. 

(Emphasis added.). See number of selling:posts in Markets and 

Ferias in the report p 60. 

It is in this context (the Chapare Colonist and his
 

familiar production system on one side, and the low-income urban
 

inhabitant on the other side) 
that it is easy-to see that ttie
 

establishment of five or six highlv sophisticated processi-,q
 

plants will have only minor impact on the econonv of the colonists
 

family.
 

id pp 254-255
 



The role the colonist can play is only a minor one. 

He may provide the raw material to be processed, by the plants. 

What he can provide will be only one or two of the many crops 

he produces. It could be an additional and secure source of 

income, but it sill not replace his basic strategy of diversi

fication, and if he can sell his crops at a higher price, he 

will do it regardless of the formal compromises he may have 

entered into. 

It will not be surprising that the plants faced with 

the mayor problems of obtaining the produce they need from 

thousands of independent and unpredictable producers, of 

improving the quality of the produce, and of insuring themselves 

of low cost produce will seek ways to obtain the raw materials
 

they need through their own production or through contracts 

with a small number of specialized non-campesino producers. The 

plants as well as the specialized producers will tend to become 

isolated inland within the Chapare. The isolation of the plants 

from the colonists may generate hostility on the part of the 

colonists.
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The Chapa:E..-

The Ch-apare is one of the colonization areas
 

briefly lescribed and analysed throughout the text of the
 

report as part.of the colonization zones in the corridor. Un

like the other two zones, the Yungas and Santa Cruz, the
 

Chapare has been the ob ect of numerous studies that tend to 

emphasize t,,-ir-in characteristics of the Dhapare: The insta

bility of the population anH the temporary nature of the ChE

pare as a place of residence for the colonists.
 

Both characteristics are - true for the Chapare 

as they are for the other two colonization zones. The visibi

lity of both characteristics may, however, have obscured other 

social-economic, and cultural proccess taking place in the Cha

pare. It is also possible that the nature of the studies and 

their time-frame of reference may have influenced their fin 

dings. In the following sections some of the findings are 

examined critically and suggestions are made to view the phe

nomen; oP the Chapare from a different perspective. pers

it nllow 

- : :n!: o+'-o o' t ic. pa 

pective hot Is hopeL-4 -'jci-. - tter understr.2.::-

Best Avalialo
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The mayor problem in the use of the concept of
 

community, .=sthe frame of reference in the analysis of the 

colonies in the Chapare 01- e)sewhere in the colonization areas 

is that itimplies a clearly delimited oeographical, social- and 

econoric entity. The actions of the residents of a community 

are expected to take place within thio entity.
 

The actions of the colonists in the Chapare, as 

the some studies show, take place within a context that inclu

des their colony but is in no way limited to it. The communi

ty of origin, the city, the entire colonization zone, are 

iricluded in this wider context. The best way to conceptualize 

a colony in the Chapare is to see it as made up of individuals 

involved in socio-economic networks over a wi.,e arena. 

Uithin this arena the colonization of the Chapa

re by a campesino is a strategy which aims at diversifying 

and strenghtening the peasart family economy. The streghtening 

of the peasant fam'.iy 2canomy is in turn diected to a strategy 

of socio-economic mobility, which given the structure of the 

society means very often eogrcTphical mobi'itv as well. 

Istn bi.iiho o. hcpare popu.ation n 

-ct that "or -f not, the iVofOf, t
many -i. the coaonists 

--. Cnly c te-por!rv shou-" t5_ -.'2.7c_ is :eo::.en-cs not .. . 

In " r,]oE'e sDeocu;' : - ft.:H C .... 
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place From which enough resources -,re ntineri to .io0.i th7 

colonists the socio-economic mobilityt thv we:e aimino nt 

when they first took the risk oF becoming colonists. It 

should also be noted, houever, that some of the instability 

of the population is due to "failure" of the colonists which
 

leads them to move further into the colonization frontier to 

try again.
 

One other factor tht contribute to the fluidity
 

of the Chapare is its relatively good communication through
 

stable roads with the Valleys and the city of Cozhobamba. The 

ease of comnunication makes the social and economic networks
 

over this wide area feasible. Frequent trips back and forth
 

reinforce the ties tuth persons in and out of the Chapare. In
 

fact, to develop and maintain socio-econonic ties throughout
 

this area is an intenral part of the strategy of diversification
 

and streghtening of the family economy. Social and economic
 

ties between a colonists and persons outside it are mutually
 

rewarding in that it diversifies and streghtness the economy of
 

both.
 

The Colorist mn. ' a::o---.-•is -j.t. 

IN Alf. . . . . . . .. . 
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However, to reach this conclussion a bout the
 

Chapere is to commit the same type of errors uhich have been
 

critisized before. The conclussion implies again that whnt
 

is seen at the present -instable population- is what will be
 

seen in the future.
 

For t T current generation of colonists, the 

Chapare is a place which allows. socio-economic mobility. It 

helps thpm hreak the ties with the community of origin and 

enter the regional if not national arena. It is one more re

source which streghtens their economy and helps them achieve 

social and economic goals. Although it is true that a great 

mayority of the colonists of the Chapare move out of it even

tually, it is also true that very few of them break all ties 

with it. 

Their Chaco -inthe Chapare continues to be a 

resource in their economies. Although it is no longer as im

portant as when it was used to build an economic base to brp.h 

out of it, it remains a resource that is likely to become im

portant again since their new socio-economic possitions oppn

up ne,' perspectives for the use of it. The new perr..'ectives of 

the ex-colono of the Chapare are likely to include 2 stretel, 

o- maximization of his resources to consolidate and advancP h.s 

.:l" ohtained nnn-cimpesilo status. 
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Are there any Chaparefios ? 

Since all of the socia-economic studies emphasize
 

the temporary nature of the colonization process, an effort
 

was more to find permanent settlers and/or second gen 'ion
 

peasants during the Chapare field trip.
 

In old settler (over 80 years old) with fifty

four years in the Chapare and the son of a colonists in Colo

nia Km. 24 were interviewed. Both represent very different
 

adoptive responses to the challenge of the Chapare, both
 

adoptive responses are in the minority since the mayority either
 

do not stay that long as in the case of the old colonist or
 

leave the Chapare as soon as they are finished with basic school 

as in the case of the son of the Colonist.
 

The old settler is still practicing a modified form
 

of subsistence-agricu]ture and works part of his 20 hectares
 

with the help of partidarios. (arrangment through which the
 

owner puts the land and the partidario his labor. Harvest is
 

split between the two in equal parts). His sons and daughter
 

live in Sacaba and Oruro, all are employed in salaried ocupations
 

and seldon visit him. THe old settler has no close relacionship
 

with his family and clains his chaco is his home. However he
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identifies himself as a Sacabeho (town near Cochabamba). The 

old settler has a long migratory history that includes work in 

the coast of Chile, South of Per6 and throughout the Chapare in 

the construction of roads and in sawmills (asserraderos). He 

has been living in his current chaco for twenty-four years. He 

moved to the present location after the first Chaco was destroyed 

by the change of the course of the nearby river. 

The second generation chaparefio (about 30 years old),
 

identifies himself as a chapareho, though he mentions that his 

parents came from Valle Grande. He.only has 6 hectares, as part 

of his inheritance. He left the Chapare when he was young and 

has worked in numerous activities. He drove a tractor in the 

cotton fields of Santa Cruz during the boom period for this crop. 

He has worked as a transportista throughout Bolivia, He did 

work as a salaried peon in the Okinawa Colony in Santa Cruz for 

Japanese Colonists. His wife was a comerciante in the places 

where they lived, which included the cities of Santa Cruz and 

Cochabamba.
 

Because of the current economic situation, in the
 

cities, they decided to return to their chaco ini the Chapare
 

where "at least they can always eat." He is wo:king his chaco 

in the traditional way and deriving some income from his efforts. 

Other than agricultural labor, in the dry season, he complenents
 

his income by fishing in the river and selling fresh fish.
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He and his friends have talked about starting a small
 

industrv-canring fish. However, he lacks the appropriate
 

knowledge or the technology needed and has no capital to start
 

his venture. One of his friends who was also born in the Cha

pare but whose rfigrations took him to Brasil where he worked in
 

a fish canning plant, assures him that they can do it with very
 

simple technology and not much capital. They feel confident
 

that the low income areas of the city are their natural market
 

since they can produce low-cost canned fish to compete with
 

imported sardines.
 

Like the second generation chapareho who dreans of
 

starting his own small industry, there are a considerable num

ber of Chaparehos and colonists who dream of industries. Lack
 

of know-how and some capital are the main constrains for the
 

implementation of these dreams, many of which perhaps contain 

the real seeds that can change the face of the Chapare,
 

The development of smmll scale appropriate techno

logy industries by familiar or small group enterprises that 

satisfy domestic low income markets could be a strategy of 

development that has wider impact in the Chapare without re

placing the development of highly sophisticated agro-industries 

oriented to domestic high-income and foreiM markets.
 

4 



METHODOLOGY
 

The principal techniques used were interwiews. both
 

structured and open ended, and participant observation.
 

Since al! visits were unnanouced, it was not always
 

possible to interview persons of different social categories.
 

However on effort was made to interview not only campesinos, but
 

mnechants, transportistas, local authorities, and service agencies
 

personnel.
 

Aproximately 30 % of the interviews were 2 - 3 hours in 

lenght where all topics of research were thouroughly discussed. 

The remaining 70 % of the interviews ranged from brief exchanges
 

with campesinos waiting for transport at crossroads to long discu

ssion in their homes, fields, or meeting places. The number of
 

persons contacted during the fiel trip is over 150.
 

The interviews followed the topics listed in the terms
 

of reference. However not all topics could be covered by one
 

informant; therefore, the interviews with each informant were
 

about those topics in which he/she was- more outspoken. It was
 

not possible to cover all topics in each place. Thus, an effort
 

was mad8 to interview persons with different backgrounds and
 

experience to try to cover all topics in each area.
 



The brief time in which such an extense area of the
 

corridor was covered made it unfeasible to attempt to quantify
 

findings. The findings are presented as broad social, cultural,
 

and economic generalization first for the corridor and where
 

important for areas within the corridor.
 

The findings are intended to provide a socio-cultural
 

framework to help understand the social organization of the rural
 

population of the area that may help design future interventions
 

in the areas of agriculture, education, and health.
 

The bibliography consulted to complement the findings
 

of the field trip deals in more specific ways with the population
 

of different areas whitin the corridor. The studies by C.E.R.E.S.
 

of Cochabamba, CIPCA of La Paz, and C.I.A.T. of Santa Cruz are
 

specially valuable contributions to undestanding the current
 

social organization of the corridor.
 



Fied Trio 

The corridor was divided into four zones for purposes
 

of the fiel trips. !here are:
 

.	 Valleys, Yungas and Alto Beni in the Department of
 

La Paz.
 

2. Valleys and lowland north of Santa Cruz in the Depart

ment of Santa Cruz.
 

3. Valleys and Chapare in the Department of Cochabamba.
 

4. 	Llanos del Chaco in the Department of Santa Cruz, Chu

quisaca and Tarijo. 

The first 3 were covered as planned. The fourth one
 

was reduced to a visit to Tarija since road and time conditions
 

made it imposible to travel.
 

In the first three zones, two areas were visited. There
 

are traditional conmunities in the valleys with settlement datino
 

back centuries, and the colonization areas witi recent settlements
 

(back to 40 years ago).
 

The communities visited in the zone of the Department
 

of La Paz are:
 



Nov. 10 La Paz 

Unduavi Control - post on the roa-. 

Cotopeaa 

Chuquipata Road bifurcation to Coroico and 
Caranavi. 

Sacramento entral Dispersed uommunity. 

Yolosa Nucleated settlement on roa
bifurcation to Coroico and Cara
navi - New nucleation. 

Coroico Traditional town and Nor Yunpas 
Provincial Capital. 

Padilla Dispersed con-munity. 
years ago. 

Settled 110 

Santa Ana Dispersed community. 
30-40 years ago. 

Settled 

IBTA Station and road bifurcation 
to Caranavi and Taipi Playa. 

Nov. 11 Caranavi 

Taipi Playa 

New and growing town. Roads to 
Alto Beni and Tipuani start here. 

20 year old colonization area. New 

town and center of 21 colonies. 

Ingavi i Dispersed colonization area. 

Ino.vi II Dispersed colonization area. 

Palos 9)ancos 20 year old colonvzatic" 
ter of colony. New tOLn. 

nrea. Cen-

Sapecho New Town and center of colony. Can
tonal authorities and principal ru
ral schools (nucleo) are found here 
Center of 40-50 dispersed colonies. 



Nov. 11 	 Brecha F. 


Caranavi
 

Nov. 14. 	Caranavi
 

Coroico
 

Santa Ana 


San Agustin 


Chulumani 


Irupana 


Nov. 15 Siquiljara 


Plazuela 


Mejillones 


Villa Khosa 


Inquisivi 


Quime 


Nov. IF Quime-Cochabamba
 

Nov. 17 Cochabamba
 

Moion 


Dispersed colony near Palos Blancos.
 

Dispersed traditional colonization
 
100 years old.
 

Nucleated traditional colony over 100 
years old. 

Traditional old town and Sud Yungas
 
Provincial Capital.
 

Traditional old town.
 

Dispersed settlement traditional colo
ny over 50 years old.
 

Incipient new town and seat of Nucleo
 
Escolar for the zone. Over 50 years
 
old.
 

Nucleated colony over 40 years old.
 
Half way between La Paz and Oruro.
 

Nucleated colony over 40 years old.
 
Valley.
 

Old Traditional town and Provincial
 
Capital. High Valley.
 

Old traditional town and transition
 
point between agricultural zone and
 
mines.
 

High valley on road to Santa Cru7 -

Dispersed traditional settlement. 



Old nucleated town connunication
Nov. 17 Comarapa 2
point to wide agricultura area. 
Crossroad.
 

Canal Traditional. dispersed settlement.
Nov. l8 


irrigation agriculture.Bado Valleys with 

Las Carreras 

Traditional od town in Decline-Irri-Saipina 

gation. Agriculture and 1ocal small
 
industries.
 

Valle Grande Traditional old town. Provincial

Nov. 19 


Capital and Center of wide traditio

nal agricultural area of over 40
 

communities.
 

Nucleated traditional agricultural
Nov. 20 Guadalupe 

Irrigation aoricultural
settlement. 


and small reservoirs.
 

Nov. 21 El Bado
 

El Trigal Traditional dispersed mno nucleated
 

agricultural cormunities.
 

El Chaco
 

Nov. 21 Santa Cruz
 
22
 

- cen-
Comando or Villa Bush in Yapacani area - Road town
Nov. 23 

ter of colonV. 

Faja 9 Norte Dispersed colonx/ 

Faja 9 Sud Dispersed colony 
1 .- 25 years old. 

San Carlos Traditional camba town founded l?:.
 
Remains traditional.
 

Buena Vista Old traditional camba town o-, crossroad
 
to Wavtu colony. 



Nov. 23 bavtu Oldest colonyt in the area dispersed 

settlement. 

Nov. 2t; Saavedra Old traditional town 
the main road. 

in decline off 

Mineros Old town in process of change 

ter of colonization zone. 
- Cen-

Son Jose Emergent nucleation center of colony. 

20 years old. 

Sagrado Cornzon 

Same as SPn Jose 

Chane Indeperidencia Declining nucleated center of colony. 

Important only on weekend fairs. 

Puesto Fernandes 
Alonso Declining new town or center of colony. 

Faja Chorolque Dispersed colonies perpendicular to 

town road. 20-30 years old. 

Nov. 25 Santa Cruz 

Lornitas 
Old dispersed settlement. 
Cattle rising area. 

San Miguel 

Nov. 26 
27 
28 

Santa Cruz 

Nov. 29 
Dec. ol 

o2 

Cochabamba 

Dec. o4 Capinota Old traditional town -
dispersed settlement. 

Suruounding 

Dec. o5 Tarata Old traditional town in process of 

change soruounding dispersed communi
ties  (Salinas, San Jose) 



Dec. 12 Villa Tunari 

Puente Vinchuta 

Eterazamn 


Litoral 


Chipiriri 


Agropecuaria 

Copacabana
 

.Dec. 13 Colonia Km. 24 


Villa Tunari
 

Oct. 30 Tarija 


Nov. 01 


Miain town in the Chapare
 

Sunday Fair, three weeks old and 
emerged as the bridge was damo2ed 
by water cuttinq off traffic to
 
area beyond. 

Center of Colony. Sunday Fair
 

Dispersed i 3lony 

Dispersd nolony 

Private specialized enterprise
 

Old dispersed settlement 40 years
 
old colony.
 

Asociaci6n Sachapera-Villamontes
 

Data on Llaons del Chaco
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