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SUMMARY

The hierarchical stratification of economic, social,
and cultural life along the lines of city, rural toun, and
dispersed rural settlement is the main characteristic of the

social organization of the corridor.

The convergence of all stratification factors along
the some line in terms of power, rank, prestige, and status ma-
ke the social structure of the corridor extremely stable and
helps explain the fluidity of ever larger members of people

moving through it since 1952,

In 1976, one out of every four Bolivians was residing

in a Province different than the one in which he/she was born;

Despite the fluidity that characterizes the current
social organization ~'of the rural areas of the corridor. The

social stratification system has not yet changed significantly.

The urbzh center and the urban dweller is still at the
top of the sociasl structure in terns of economic and political
power, in terms of rank and prestige, and in terms of cultural

status.

The rural dweller and the rural community is at the
tottom of the social structure in terms of economic and political
power, in terms of rank and prestige, and in terms of cultural

gtatus.
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The main characteristic 6f the rural dweller is his
geographic mobility in the quest'nf upward social, economic,

and cultural mobility.

‘The traditional upward mobility involves moving out
of the peasant community, moving out of being a campesino, and
moving out oF being identified as the member of an ethnic group.
The moves are: geographicaly into the rural town or city; écono;
mically inta non-agricultural activities; and socially into the

non-campesind world,

The modern upward mobility involves moving out of the
traditional rural community, moving out of subsistence economy,
moving uut of a specialized occupation. The moves aré: to a-
colonization area; to a more market oriented economy; and to a

'diveraification of activities,

The extended family plays a key role in both processes
of upward social mobility. The branching out of family members
into different economic, social, and geographic miches st;enghtens
“the ties of the family and Facilitétes the mobility of its mem-

bers through the social structure.

The social and economic processes taking place throughout
the corridor indicate that if a campesino wants to increase his

power both political and economic, to have higher status, and to
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enjoy gsome benefits of the urban life style, he has no option
but to get out of being a campesino and everitually become a
city oweller. 7The concentration of wealth, power, and stotus

in the urban sector is overwhelming,



I. Settlement Patterns in the corridor

The follpwing human settlement patterns are found
throughout the corridor: the city or urban center, the ru-
‘ral town, the new town, the center of a colony or incipient

rural touwn, the dispersed colony, and the rural community.

‘ The city or urban center

Although the focus af the'analysia is rural social
urganizatiun; the city plays an important role in
understanding social and economic proceéses in the rural
area. There are three important categories of urben reaidenﬁ
that are of campesino origin, The first one is made up of
merchants, entreperneurs and professionals who are of rural
town origin and it is a gnoﬁing categary of urban residents
aince 1572. The second group is made up of small merchanté,'
artezans, skilled workera, and migrant unskilled worked who
predominate in the marginal neigbouchoods. Finally, there
is third cateogory of newly arrived people who move to the
city from the rural area in order tn'qet an education and/or

an occupation,
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The rural town

The rural toun is a settlement that is. half way
betmeen the city and the dispersed rural community. It is
also a transition point between the dispersed rural area
and thé urban ceéter.. Two categories of people reside in it.
The first and smaller ane is made up of descendants of old
hacendadas in zones aftectgd by the agrarian refarm, The
second one, and the more important one since 1952, is made up
.mostly of ex=-campesinos tfansformed intc merchants, transpor-
tistae, rural teachers, and a new bfeed of political/adminis-
trative authorities, It also i;cludes a smaller percentage
of people from urban origins who have moved to the rural town,
specially service profesionals and merchants.

The rural town (both old and new) plays a key role
as fhe transmitter of the urban ideology and urban life style
to the rural area though its schools, institutes, its public
and private agencies, and its administrative and service

hureaucraecies.

The rural town was established during colonial time
as a power center in the rural area. Though there have been
‘ehangesit still functions as such and if it prospers it is

onlvy at tne expense of the surrounding rural population,
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Center of a Colany or New Town

In the cﬁlnnization areas of the corridor there are
what can be cslled 'ﬁew- touns or the center of a colony.
In colonization areas older than 10 years, emerging nucleated
settlements can be found which begin as an effort to nucleate
the widely dispefsed colonists with the gozls of providing
them with services and opportunities for social life. Houever.
they are soon, taken over by merchants, transportigtas, and
local level bureaucrats and transformed intae the center of

power and control of the surrounding area of colanies.

Colany

The settlement pattern .of a-colony is widely disperéed
along roads and pathways with the houses built Far apart from
each other and on each Chaco. These settlsments have as their
main characteristic their precariousness, and it is only in
zones that have been settled 15-20 vears that one begins to see
regular patterns and more permanent sattlemunts. The population
left after that period of time is generally not the one that
first settled in the ares except for abaut 20 % who have pros-
pered, becéme patrones themselves, aﬁd make their principal

residence the center of the colony, 2 nearbv town, or the city.

——
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The Rural Community

These settlement patterns refers to the traditiomal
nucleated and dispersed community of campesino, It is found
throughout the corridor in the low and high altitude valleys.
Where the valleys are narrow and follow a2 river course, the
settlement is diaperaed.and ribbon like, UWhere the valleys
are wide, the settlement tend to be nucleated with the
agricultural lard eround the community. The traditional rural
community is key to understanding the divgrse social proces-
ges taking place in the rural areas of the corridar, It is
the traditionel rural community where the migrants to coloniza-

tiun areas, to rural towns, and to the city originate.

It is in the rural community where native culture is
maintained and where native forms of adaptation to different

ecological zones can be found,

\ 'V
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Humzn Settlement Patterns in the Corridor.

tJhat has heen sair of the patterns of the human
settlement in the carridor applies to the entire area covered hé )
the corridor. In each portian of the corrider that corresponds
tc a department, a city plays a central role. La Paz, Cochabam-
ba, and Santa Cruz are the most obvious and important cities
within t“2 corridor. However, Sucre, Tsrijs and to & lesser
extent Potos{ are just as important for the rurzl areas that
are close to them geogrephically such as the llands del Chaco

and the Vallegs of Monteagudo and Entre Rios in Chuquisaca and

Tafija.

What follows is a brief description and ar’ualy-
sis of the main types of human settlement in two sub-regions of
the corridor: The Valleys and the Colonization Regions of the

three main departments in the corridor.

Valleys (Cochabamba, Santz Cruz and La Paz)

In the Valleys of the three main departments and
in the valleys of Chuguisaca and Tarlija that are includecd in
the corridor two main types of human settlemants are found:
the dispersed ribbon like settlement in the marrou valleys, and

the nuclezted settlement in the wide o- open VY=llevs.

\,_,"5
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Dispersed: Settlement.

The Dispersec Settlement is the predominant type
and it is found throughout the corridor in the inter-meuntain’
narrow valleys. These valleys are made up of relatively flet
terraces of land that follow the course of rivers. In their
widest pzarts the Flaf terraces may extend one or two kilometers

Srom the river tc the mountains.

The predominant type of settlement in these nz-
rrow valleys is dispersed zlong the lenght of the Valley uith
houses built on each property ussually in the part of the ter-

race close to the mountains.

The mayority of these valley are 10 to 3C kilo-
meters iong making any other type of settlement impracticzl.
Irrigation agriculture is almost aluays the only agriculture
possible. In some of these valleys, small rural touwns were
established during colonial times as administrative and control
centers. These towng still have the same functions, through in
general they h=ve feclined in importance since 1552 as the old

_ hacendado group l=fi these touwns. The mayority of these towns
have 3 smzll peTnanant populztion z=ntd & large tempooary cnz
mAade-up o pesssnis of the surrounding area uno Huild = seconz
residence in t-z iz for ccoossionol visifs ent’ of os oz rogi-

{5 yse- onlv SorantRaut ton scheol vesr Lu o thell

Best Availabls Documen:
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children attending school with grades not available in their

comwynities.

Because of the topography of these valleys, the
settlement is gnlikely to change unless motor-transportation
becomes universal. It is simply iﬁpractical for people to live
in one eenter if their properties are 15 or 20 or more l-ilome-
ters down river. The most notable channes in these nerrow valley
are the proliferztion of duzl residences; thst is, a house on
the property and another one in the toun which is used occassion-
ally, and the building of th~ dispéraed houses along @ road if

ane eiists that goes along the valley.

Nucleated Settlement.

In the open Valley, such as the Cochabamba low
and high Valleys and the Valley of Vallegrande in Santa Cruz,
the preduminant type of settlement is the nucleated one, thét
is the houses uf the mayority af the residents are build close
together sometimes in the form of a town and the agricultural

lands zre distributes eround the populatien center.

However, %-ese wide ar open Valleys contzain many
microclimates whick influence the tupe of settlement and the
tupe of aorigyleyrst ociivities Tounn In cemmunities oniv =

Soue kilometers ouwwv “ror eoah obbwr. For example in Yzllearan-

e —
‘\J e .
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de, there are 60-70 distinct communities in three different
micro regions: (Altiplang, Valle Mesofermico and Subtropi-
cal). In the Cochabamba open-Valleys the diversity is even
grester. Each cammunity tenrds to specialize in the produc-
tion of certain crops Forming a mossaic of economic and so-
cial activities. Though towns or nucleated settlements are
comman in these Vzlley, dispersed settlements are also found

alonn -eads antt small rivers within the Valley.

Although settlement pstterns amd in the Valleys
tenc to be stable and long established, some trends are worth

nuthing"

The all immortant road is tranaforming or has

already transformed many old type towns from the classic colonial-

Spanish structure of grid streets build around a main plaza to
touns that are built along the main road(s). Urban growth

as wel} as the availability of electricity and piped water are
contributing to a physicél reordering of old towns and disper-
ged settlements in the valleys with houses being built in =
ribbon like pattern along roads and electric lines. In the dis-
persed settlements, there is a noiable trend to form aglomera-

tions which take the shape of neu or incipient toums.
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The Colonization Zones: Low lands and Tropical Areas of

La Paz, Cochabamba, and Santa Cruz.

In the Colonization zones of the three main
departments which include the sub-tropical and tropical areas,
the following types of human settlement sre found: The tradi-
tional town, the traditionmal colony, the modern colony, andg

the new town o- canter of colony.

The Traditional Town.

In the Yungas oF'La Paz and north of Santa Cruz,
touns were established in Colonial times which can best be
deacribed as traditional. Thier physicul lay-out followed a
plan where the town had a main plaza comtaining the mayor build-
ing housing administrative, political and religious leaders. A

grid pattern of streets surrounded the main plaza.

In the Yungas, the rural areas were settled by
the peasants mnrking in the haciendas, and sometimes as free
communities, these.settlements tend to be dispersed with some
aglomerations =round and old haciendz house or z chapel. In

Santz Cruz, sll the inhabitants resided in the toun.
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These town have changed considerable since 1952.
They are loosing their classical structure and =re sprearling
along the main roads. The éompnsition of the nopulation of
these towns has also changed. Where before 1952 they contained
the rural elite of hacendados and the adminisirative Functioné-
ries, today they are more heterogeneous and contain large mem-
bers of "nrosperous" peasants from the surrounding Tural areas,
increesing numbers of small merchants and artisang, and consi-
derable numbe.s of‘land-less laborers, as uell'as public adminis-

trative and service functionaries.

In Santa Cruz, towns such as Montero and Mineros
have benefitted from the influx of modern culonists,’uhile
others such as Saavedra, Fortachuelo, etc., have resisted the
" invassion of the modern colonists in an attempt to preserve
their identities, with the result of slower growth and in some

cases stagnation and marginalization.

The Traditional Colony.

This type of settlement is found only in the
mountzoinous mant of the Yungas. The colonies remoto to colonial
and Inca times. Thev ace Found around the ol towms oF the

Yunozs such as Coroico, I-upzna, Chulumeni, ets.
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The settlement is highly dispersed with houses

build on the agricultural land known as Sayaiins.

These settlements, are also changing. Houses are
being built on small bought pieces of land zlong the roads.
Availshility of electricity as well as piped water in further
influencing the change with a tendency to form agromerations of
houses where the topography permits such settlement. The channe
is producing & concentration of the population along rozds and
towns with more urban charecteristics than in ether rural aress
of the corridor, their proximity tu the bigger touns as well
as their easy access to the city of La Paz is contributing to

the urbanization of this erea of the Yungas.

The Modern Colonve.

.The Alto Benl area of La Paz, the Chapare of Co-
chabamba and the northern area of Santa'Cruz are zones of
recent colonization by peasants from the high iand and valleys
1f the rest of the country. In these zones, the madern colony
type of settlement is found. It is basically of two types, the
"disected" and the spontaneous. The main difference among the
two is that while the directed colony is settled on both sides

of the mein road, the "spontaneous" colony is found zlong smzll
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roads or pathway away From the main road and sonetimes perpen-

dicular to it.

With the exception of the San Julian Coloniza-
tion project in Santa Cruz, the type of settlement in the rest’
of the colonization areas is dispersed =long roards or pathways
forming tiers untill the land allocated to a sindicato or- co-

lgnv reaches its limits.

Insolation and difficulty of access are the main
characteristics of these types of settlement if away from the
main road. Both factors make for a highly unstable type of
settlement, which together with the problems of land use and
type of agriculture practiced make this type of settlement at

best a temporaty one.

The New Town or Center of Colonv.

In older Colonization areas of the three depart-
ments, 10-20 years, emerging nucleated settlements can be found
which hepin to give the area the look of more permanence and
speciz! social enu economic characteristics. Hauevero, these
emeraing rurel touns eve only siabis insafar as tsciyr location
s strateoic tc @ wider zone. Fou. example new towns 2t the
g oF comis ot omere the colonizazipn “rontisc Decing are very

inportan® pcints provi-ing the srrivinm ocoinnists nith the only

kY

1/
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services available in the area. . As the road is built following
some of the spontzneous colonies, the toun ussually hecomes &
passinn  paint @s its arez of influence decreases due to the
formation of new service centers further along the road. Only

+towns thst are zt crossroads remzin important as the colonizs-

tion area expands.

In the spontanecus as well as the directer! co-
lonies the new and strategically located towns serve as the
nucleous for comerce, education, and administrative services
for a group of colonies. They afe made up of colonists from
the.surrounding area that gradually shift their main residence
from their plot of land to the new town, as well as from public
service functionaries and small merchants from outside the
ares. The colonists ussually maintain dual residence, that is
the more permanent house in the new town an a provisional one

on their plot of land, which often is 10-40 kilometers away.

These new towns sometimes resemble the mare
traditional.tbwn with designs for a main plaza, and its build-
inos such 2s the town hzll, the church, etc. However, the
heart of the new toun is always the main sireet where the
comercial district is locateﬂ and it is the street that is

part of the road out o7 the ares.
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Older new towns resemble the traditional town
in the sensa that local level authorities such s the corre-
gidor, zlcalde, teachers, etc., beging io play the old role
of the town elite. The combination of services in the neuw
town and the isolation of most of the colonies mcke these
new toums atéractive places to move to by the colonists con-
tributing to their growth anc importance. In the section on
social ornanization, the phenomens of the new town will be

looked at more claosely.
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I1X, Social Orpanization

There are anumber of generalizations that can be made
on principles of social organization that are applicable to the
rural areas of the corridor, Oifferences between regions will

he indicated as the rural social organization is described and

analysed.

The broadest generalization and the most obvious and
apparent is that of the stratification of economic, social,
and cultural life along the lines of city, rural town, and dis-
persed rural settlement, The convergence of all stratification

factors along the same line in terms power, rank, prestine and
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status make the social structure of Bolivian society both
" extremely stable and rigid end at the same time help explain

the fluidity of rural social organization since 1952.

This apparent contradiction of stability and
rigidity on the one hand and extreme fluidity on the other
is key to understanding the rural social organization of the

corridor specifically and the Bolivian society in general.

At the top bf the stratification system in terms of
prestige, power on control is the city or the urban world. In
addition to, the urban center having most of the politieal
economic and administrative power, it also has cultural and |
social power. Thus to speak Spanish and to have the cultural
and social life style of the urban dweller is the principai
frame of reference for the activities of the majoritv of rural
population. To be an urban dweller is to have both economic,
and nolitical power., To be an urban dueller is to have presti-
ge and status. . To be an urban dweller is to have a set of va-
lues vaguely identified or being part of the occidental cultu-

ral,.technological, and economic world.

On the other hand to he a rural dweller is to have

low status and prestice; to have little economic, and political

power; *o be identified as having a rural culture which includes

/2/
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being seen as part of an ethnic group or groups that have

‘always been at the lower end of the hiararchy in the strati-

fication system of Bolivia society.

Although, the mayority of the rural population
belongs to distinct ethnic groups, being a member of one of
the ethnic qroups is not a necessary criteria for membership
into the lower stratum of the society., The Spanish speaking
rural inhabitant of the corridbr areas (Valles y Trépicos of
Santa Cruz) sre at the lower end of the system just as their
counter-part is in tle Quechua or Avmara areas: though the
Spanish speéking peasant fares realtively better simply because

of their cultural and linguistic similarity with the urban

dueller.

It rmas often been said that the main characteristic of
Solivian rural éocial organization specially since 1952 is its
fluidity or its constant state of flux. Flux in the rural area
of the corridor tzkes the form principally of geonraphic mobili-
vy in search of upward social mobllity which may eventually lead

to an urban center and the urban 1ife stile.

Going to the City throuoh the Rural Town Route

Tris neorraphic and social mobility takes different
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routes. The first and the most traditional is mobility from

a dispersed rural area to the rural town. This move is
acompanied by a move into other occupations outside or agri-
culture itseif. It is usually a gradual move out of the Tu-
ral community and out of agriculture as fhe main ocupation.

I+ does not mean a sudden change, but agriculture 28 an ocu-
pétion, becomes less ana less important until it is abandomed
all together. By agriculture, it is intended to mean campesi-
no agriculture which in mpst cases is predominantly of the

subsistence type.

The campesino that moves to town is the one who has °
prospered in aqgriculture, incorporated part or most of his
production to the merket economy .and who uses his rural base
- his plot of land and his cattle - as the launching platform

for his move to town and as his main resource while he beco-

mes estahlished in town.

Tne move, however, is no explained in terms of
success in agriculture, but more often in terms of seeking a
"hetter education” and better health services for his
offsprinng. Tne move is also accompanied bv a change of cultu-
ral identity which includes a change of dress, especially his
wife and daynhters, 2 shift to the more frenuent use of Spanish
amonn Sne parents 2nd a tendency to Spanist monolinquim among
the offspring; and finally a shift to a sei of values that

cnarzcterize the urban world life-style,
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The movelfrom campesino to townsmen is also a move

- from primarely being occupied in agriculture to entering into
fields such as artezans, tomerce and trensport for the parents
and occupations such as teachers for the offepring if they re-
main in the rural area., Houwever it is more frequent that the

offspring will move to the city and work in construction,
attempt to enter the administrative bureaucracy, become comer-
ciante.’transportista, or obtain a university degree. The more
prosperous of the town dweller will send their offspring to the
universities in the quest to have at least one professional son

pr daugther.

The move, both geographic and social, from the rural

. area to the rural toun.is completed in one generation.
Eventually the new townsmen may aive up altongether his land base
in the rural area, but more often he keeps it administering it

. from town and employs peones., His ties with the rurzl area
become invaluable if he becomes, a transportista/comerciante. He
alsp replaces the old petron in his role as an intermediary
between his ex-neigbors from the rural area and the town authori-

ties and the personnel of the Rural Service Agencies.

The process also means that there is a gradual change
of cultural and eitnic identitv. He moves “-0m helnn A Luechua

or Aymara or Camba campesinn to heinn a2 yecins o7 the town. His
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offspring, will through their educatlon, complete the change and
although they may retain cultural markings and the native langua-
ge, they will identify themselves more closely with the Spanish

urban culture than with thelr parents cultural origin.

Sometimes during the same generation, but more frequently
it will be the second generation, the geographic and social
mobility will repeét itself, This time, however, the move is from
.fhe rural town to the city, The more traditional move is through
the education of the offapring in the city wheré it may include a
university career, The justification for the move is expresed al-
most always as a search for better education, better health servi-
ces and the benefits of the city "enviromment" in terms of opportu-
nities for progress and bétterment. The accompanying change in
cultural identity is inevitable as the move to the city involves
the learning of new and necessary culturél and social skills to be

able to function adequately as a Spanish speaking city dueller,

Thié process of geographic and social mobility was
accelarated after the revolution of 1952, The o0ld hacendado ca-
tegory and their collaborators did set the precedent and established
the lines of mobility. . Newer generations of touns people of rural
origins have and are following many of the paths establithed by

the old hacendado and vecino category.

e
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| It-is difficult to find a single old town in the
corridor that has not undergone a complete change of the popu-
lation since 1952, Everyuwhere, a few of the old vecinos left
will talk about the great old times wﬁen the town was. full of
tdecent” vecinos who have since left for the city and made
their lifes and sometimes fortune there, In the Yungas, towns
such as Caroico, Chulumani,‘Irupana, Quime, Inquisive are good

examples,

In Cochabamba, the towns of the valleys such or Capi-
nota, Sacaba, Punata, Cliza, etc., are also examples of the
changes since 1952, In Santa Cruz, Saipina, Valle Grande, Saa=-
vedra, Portachuelo, Buena Vista, and San Carlos are interesting

example that ilustrate the process.

Some of the towns characterize .hemselves for the
types of occupation which their old recidents have entered in
their search for the urban life. For example in Valle Grande
approximately 85 ¥ of the working urban population are rural
and urban teachers. The towms of Yungas at first produced a
number of medical doctors, lawyers and other professionals. La-
ter on tecoming a police officers was an avenue of social mobi-
lity, In the towns of the Valle #lto of Cochzhamba (Tarata, Pu-
nata, Cliza, Totorz, etc.) at first the move was to the tradi-

tionzl nrofessions of medical doctors, lawyers znd enoineers, La=-
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ter on it was towards agricultural engineering the e-med for-

ces, economists, etc,

The type of occupation selected depends in part on
the perception of opportunities for work and progress and tne

resource base with the family can support a university career.

This process of geographic and social mobility from
rural area to rural town and the city has probably always
existed and constituted an acceptable pattern of socio-economlc
and cultural mobility., However, while befcre 1952 it was open
only to an upper and very small rural stratum, the changes
introduced by the 1952 revolution, accelerated the process and
allowed larger segments Df the rural population to take part in
it. Some of the most important changes were brought about by

the agrarian and educational reforms instituted after 19%2.

What had been a tricklé before 1952 hecause a {lood
after 1952, The exit of the hacendado category and the peaple
who worked for them as administrators etc., from the rural touwns,
left a veccum that was quickly filled in by town merchants, pu-
blic administrator;, and a new treed of politicians. The new
rural elite did no longer control the land and labor of the cam-
oesino, hut through its control of capital and the comercial
system was just as able to "exploit" the rural population on
the old hacendado group was. It is in this sense that one can

state that the social structure of the rural area has not really

3>
—~



22,

changed that much, The positions in the overall structure
rensin the same. It is only the actors that are different

and some of the methods used by them,

During the 50's and 60's the move from rural area
to town and to city increased and gained momentum becoming

an avalanche in the 70's; (%)

The opening of schools in the mpst remote areas,
and the entrepeneurship of the comerciante/transportista to
reach the most isolated areas and to quickly become "rich®
with his trades are certainly important factors in not only
accelarating the trend, but alss, in introducing new and
faster routes from being a campesino to becoming at least a

city dweller if not a professional with higher status.

Though the route to the city through the rural
toun is still a viable and secure way of social economic and
cultural mobility, lncreasing numbers are moving directly
to the city and taking their chances with finding a job =

any job.

(x) See Population tables
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NOTES:

1) In 1976 in the Cities of La Paz, Cochabamba 38 % of

their inhabitants were born elsewhere in the

country. In Santa Cruz 46 % were born elseuwhere.

?) 0Of the total inmigrants in the cities of La Paz, Co-

chabamba and Santa Cruz, the percentage of the

inmigrants of rural origin from the same departmente

are as follouws.

La Paz
Santa Cri z

Cochabamba

Source: Alho, Greaves, Sandoval.
b ?*

La cara Aymsra de La Paz.

on
&
=R

W
wn
L]

~
RN

L1 %

19a82. La Paz. Chukyawu.

CIPCA Mo. 20. pp. 43 - 44,
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URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION IN COCHABAMBA CENSUS OF

1900, 1950, 1976

1900 | % 1950 | % 1976 %
RURAL 24,7548 75.9 |345.659 |76.7 |uus8.853 |62.3
URBAN 78.315 o4,1 |105.486  |23.3 |272.100 |37.7

NOTE: Urban includes city of Cochabemba and provincial capitals,

FUENTE: C.E.R.E.S, 1982, (Calderfin, Rivera) Based on INE publica-
tions

X

1
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POPULATION IN THE CITY OF SANTA CRUZ AND REST DF THE DEPARTMENT

1900, 1950, 1976
1900 1950 1976
No. % No. % No. %
RURAL 203,197 83,05 {456,042 6he?
LRBAN bloh6l  [16.95 |254.682 | 35.8
TOTAL 171,592 244 ;658 710,724
FUENTE: Bolet{n demogr&fico departamenfal de Santa Cruz, Vol. 7

INE, La Paz' 1980,

URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION IN SANTA CRUZ TOWNS OF 2000 OF

MORE  INHABITANTS

1900 % 1950 % 1976 %
RURAL 336,119 47,3
167,281 (68.37
LURSAN 77,377 |31.63 | 374.805 52.7
TOTAL 171,592 2Lt 658 710,724
FUENTE: Resultados del Censo Nacional de Poblacibn y vivienda

1975,

Vol, 10, La Paz.
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POPULATION CITY OF LA PAZ AND REST OF THE DEPARTMENT CENSUS 1500, 1950,

1976
1900 1950 ) 1976
No. N No. | % No. %
RURAL 308,169 (3) |36.5| 681.392 (3)]71.8 | -829.,796(1)} 60.6
URBAN 66.331 (2) |13.5| 267.008 (2){28.2 635.,282¢1)| 43.4
TOTAL L46,500 (3) o48,400 (3) 1.465.078(1)

FUENTE: Resultados del Censo Nacional de Poblacién y Vivienda 1976,
(1) INE: Vol, 10, La Paz
(2) ALBD, GRAVES, SANDOVAL. pe 43

(3) 1INE, Cochabamba Office

URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION IN THE DEPARTMENT OF LA PAZ 1900, 1950, 1976

URBAN INCLUDES CITY OF LA PAZ AND TOWNS OF 2000 OR FORE INHABITANTS

1950 1950 1976

No. % No. % No. %
RURAL 555,616 |65.5 | 765.815 |52.4
LR3AN 208,463 |34.5 | 597.263 |47.6
TOTAL 446,500 548,400 1,465,078 |

FUENTE: Resultados del Censo Nacional de Poblasci6n y Vivienda 1946, Vol,
2,10, INE, La Paz

s



27.
TABLE b

PROYECTION OF THE URBAN AND RURAL POPULATION

1575 to 2000

YEAR RURAL URBAN
No. % NGO . 9%

1975 2.873.015 58.7 2.021.3858 L1,3

2000 L,335,50¢" Ly, 1 5.501.859 55.9

NOTE: Urban - towrns of 2000 or more inhabitants

Source: INE. 1980, La Paz. Bolivia: Proyecciones de
la Paoblacion for creas urbana-rural, segun sexo

y edad: 1975-2000. pp. 43 - 4L,
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Going to the City Throuph the Colanization Route

An zlternative route ta the city and the accompanying
life style is that route which is becoming established and can
absorh greater numbers of people than the town ever could: It

is the colonization route or a rural to rural to urban center mo-
*

bility process,.

Briefly, the campesino leaves his native highland or
lowland community for the colonization frontiers of La Paz, Cﬁ-
chabamba or Santa Cruz with high hopes of a better life and
often with promises of a great future. Uhether the colonist
gtarts his oddissey with the ultimate goal of ending in the ci-
ty is not known,but what is known is that soon after he settles
doun in a colonization zone, nis actions show that at least his
offspring will move to the city.

To practice subsistence agriculture in the colonization
area does nat even benin to fullfil the hopas and expectations
which moved the colonist to migrate, This is true aven thounh
tha colonist may have 50 hectaras rather than 1 hectare, He
nay have g slightly hicgher income, but, his cots are higher and

living conditions worse than in his home community,
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Life in the colonization sreas does rot in any way
come closer to what the campesino may have aspired. Thus, it
hecoms a struogle to survive; to accumulate enongh resources to
move out of being campesino; to move out of being occupied in
agriculturs; or to at least werk so that the offspring may move

tp the city and to octher occupations.

The reasons for the relatively little success of the
'

colonization programs have been amply documented. (x) The
predatory &nd nomadic type of agriculture, the lack of infrastruc-
ture, the lack of markets, etc. , have all been studied and ana-
lysed. It would seem that despite sll the talk of the promise
of openning the agricultural frontler of the low-lands, the net
result has heen @ holding action to stem the tide of campesinos
to the city. 0Does = cempesino family really have a future if
they move to the low lands to practice a modified form of subsis-
tence agriculture? Uss it tha purpose to convers the campesino
colaniste imto farmers 7 Is there a practical solution to this.
ig trere a realistic novernment strateqgy ? ihat role do, donor

anencies play 7

In the Yungas of La Paz, there are colonization areas
suct: as Taipi Playa where nearly S0 % if not 100 i of the colonist

-ave gurchased o 1ot in the city of La Paz ond built a house tC

(x) Sea the 0. I.A.T. PUODES, U.E.R.ES. studies
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which the family gradually moves. The colonies of Taipi Playa

are about 20 years old.

The process is being repeated in the newer colonies,
gpecially in the AlFo Beni. The process begins with the arrival
of an individual or groups of individuéles from the highlands.
He obtains a plot from the Instituto Nacional de Colonizacidn
yssually in an area that has only a path or not even that. He
brings enough resources from his home community to allow him to
stay up to one month to cut down the trees of one hectare (des-
monte) in the months of June to Augustm. de returns to his home
community énd comes back 2 - 3 months later to burn and clear up
his plot (Chaco) and to plant rice and corn. He returns once
anain to his home community in the highlands. He returns again
in Decemter or January to weed his plot. He makes again another
trip béck to the ﬁome comnunity and returns to harvest in April

or May.

If he has z goord harvest, he returns the following year
and clears anothef hectare. In the first kectare he may have
planted bananas and cacao. Towards the third ;ear. he may hring
his Fanily douwn with him and build a simple house. He continues
to clear the forest and to diversify his crops with the planting

of citrus, cacao and cof"es. The crops “e plzis are in nart

aasesn on whet he sees 2round or near him,  tlouevst, =lhost ouatvy

(i

51
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crop planted is an experiment until through trial and error he

reaches a éatisfactory degree of diversification and production.

Once the colono has reached a certain point in his
career -his plot (Chaco) is well established and he is "prospe-
rous? - nis family begins to disband. His wife and older and
very voung kids move to La Paz, where they have bought a piece
of land and built a house. He remains in the Chaco with some
of hiskidswho are still =attending rﬁral school. The wife becames
a cnmefciante selling the produce of their land directly in La Paz

in one of the Tambos (Markets).

. The older kids go to high school or learn a trade and
when Finished take a job in construction, transport, in a factory
or become employed one of the state bureaucracies. A small

nercentage of the colonists may send 2 son to the university,

In any event, once the older kids -ave begun to work,
the father and rest of the family move to La Poz. The colono
rents his chaco, or more often leaves it with peones. He adminis-
ters it by visiting the acea from time to time and his wife
continues to market the produce in La Paz. i

The colono himself may attenmpt to work in construction
or in a trade. !ie may 2lso start o comercial ventura in his
cormunity of orinin, or if he did buy & truck become z transpor-

tista-tonether with one of his sons who drives the truck. More
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often, however, the colonist spends his time traveling between

his chaco and La Paz,

While the first yeaég/;re the years when the family is
together establishing the chaco, the family soon begins to
disband and it is unlikely that they will live together in one
place again, The members. of the family move continuosly after
the first move to town or the c;ty. At first between the colony
and the city, and later when the sons and daugther have grown up,
over a wider area in search of wark and the formula that will

allow them upper social economic and cultural mobility.

Part of this process is also the change in cultural
identity. Breaking with the community of origin leaves the co-
lonist floating for a while., Although still a campesino Aymara
or (Quechua, he most often sees himself as a colonizador (colonist),
That identity, however, is vague and serves only to create a
sense of being part of a group., When asked where they come from,
they often respond first with the departament, example La Paz.

Less often they respond by naming the province where their nati-
ve community is located; only when pressed,’will they tell the

name of their native communitv,

The responses to the cuestion of where do you come from
are similar to the self-identificstion as = colonizador to say

that t-av come frerm o department is to use 2 nroader cateqorv that
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maximises the chance of finding people who at least share

something in common,

The names choosen for the colanies, speéially sponta-~
neous colonies, reflect the attempts to find a new identity and
the composition of the colonies. The directed colonies have
impersonal and bureaucratic names such as Faja A, B, C, D, or
Faja Norte lote 312. Spontaneous colonies with a predominant
group of families from the same community of origen have names‘
which in some way reflect their origen such a Ingavi lra., or
Uyunenae,or Chorolque, Tarija, etc. Finally colonies made up
of people from diverse origins have nationalistic names such as

Abaroa, S de Agosto, etc.

The Colonist and his Social Environment.

The process of settlement described above was in terms
o7 the colonist anrd his inmediate family. The {'amily, however,

is involved in 3 wider social environment.

The first and most important social context is the
community of origen. Th» whole venture is financed by the resour-
ces of the colonist in his native cormunitv. It is also almost
aluays the case that the <decision ta minrate is mede in a nroup

context. In the #ilto fleni., for example, one cften finis that
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groups of young men from the some community settle together in
a colony. Mechanisms for surviving the firat years include
active use of social institutions such as Ayni and Minka which

are reciprocal exchanges of labor and goods and forms of mutual

aid.

In the colony itself the sindicato plays a very impor-
tant role during the establisment of a colonization settlement.
Though a sindicato can be a complex organization, in the coloni-

zation areas it is a form or action-group. That is a group of

colonists get together for a series ot specific purposes. The
sindicato as an action group is effective only when there is a

common goal and a felt need.

The tirst one, of course is to get the land and the
title., All sindicstos uere born for this purpose. Sindicatos
are almost sQnonymous with land owneship and titles. OGnce the
colony is settied with the sindicato delimiting the ares and the
distritution of plcts, it hecomes activated for other specific
purposes such os tﬁe attempts to get anykind 0? the all imporiant
road built to the colony, which allows them easier access to o
main fuad. Later on it will be the school, and the Posta Sanita-
riz. O~y in the older colonies, sirdicatos smay begin to play a
“ifferent -zie, sucr as alitempt co a2t better prices “or  thoir

enemg ! 4. - Soiaegen kg 0t X1
OTLANLE T TUURr Lwnes 00 sg_vigee,

A7
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Each time a colony though their sindicato attempts
to get a road, a school or a posta, it must spend an incredible
amount of time and resourceé soliciting the different bureaucra-
cies to carry out the job. Since one agency may do only one
thing, colonies will often get one agency to build a schobl years
before the Ministry of Education can or will assign a teacher. To
get any kind of assintance will involve innumerable trips to the
‘provincial capital, or the departamental capital, or even the

country capital.

Though the colonists contribute with money and labor to
the long process of exctracting aid from the government, the
1gadership effort is expected to be a service to the community
following traditional community traditions of leadership. A leade
mey spend time and money well beyond what the colony will recognize.
These leadérship roles are not sought but imposed by a general
assembly on the most appropriate pefson who may resist but ends
up taking the job often with litlle enthusiasm. It is not surpri-
sing then thet freguently = leader will take advantage of his
possition in an zttenpt to get what he thinks is just reward
for his effo-ts. A s;tuation that inevitably znds in conflict
an:! rliivision zs the leadsrship may he accussec of inappropriate

gase of funds.,
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It is aleso not surprising that sindicatos become
inevitable involved in politics, since it is through politics
and .politicking that most.schonls, postas,and roads are built.
The colony that gets infraestructure is ussually the one that
can best manipulate patronage ties with officials at the depar¥

mental and/or national arenas.

Finally the sindicato constitutes the only organization
to which the colonist belongs with any regularity that goes
beyond the extended family. However, a sindicato which plays
the role of authority of the colony as well, is not and can not
make up for the ties that make a community. Sindicatos often
attempt to play many roles, such as organizing sports event, .
which are important and popular mechanism for community building,
hut also too frequently fail beczuse of the mixture of goal orien-

ted behavior and politicking.

Another organization that is important in the coloni-
zation areas for a great number of people is the church. The loss
of a sense of cultural identity, the lack of multiple ties that
make up a community, and thz need to have an"ideology that helps
explain his situation and gives bim 2 sense of belonzoine are all
important factors in the proliferation of churches. All of these,
of course 3side fror the relinions or theolonicnl Factors uhick

s

maw move negolz to embrace a -elinion. ioieuver positiva it ey
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be for an individual to belong to a church, ;tthp:p;iferation

of churches 1e one of the greater obstacles to community action,

For ekample in Palos Blancos, Alto Beni, with approxi-
mated 700 families, there are nine different Protestant churches
and one Catholic and though the growing toun needs to repair

and expand its water distribution system, the churches were ci-
ted as the main constrain to getting the comnunity to get toge-
ther for conmunal action or at least conmunal decision aver the

water problem.

In mﬁst of the colonization areas, ethnicity is also
see& as a constraintto community or group action. The division,
however is not so much between Aymaras and Quechuas as between
native fpanish speakers and, as both ethic group are called in
Santa Cruz, the collas, where there are verv few or no native
residents, the conflict may be between Aymaras and Quechuas. In
any event other than a strong cultural prejudice of the Spanish
speakers towards the collas, ethnicity as z constrzintto cﬁmmu-
nal action is less important than religious, local political fac-
tors, or the emergent and growing socio-econ&&ie differentiation

among the colonists,

A number of factors make socio-econemic differentiation

an imporiant phenomena of the colonization zreas. The most imoor-
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tant is the ubication of the lot (chaco) along a road. Where
one sees a degree of prosperity, stability and signs of perma-
nence is along the roads and specially in the incipient touns

with few of the orfginal colonists left in them.

In a colonization area, there a number of stages in
ts development. Nelson, Henkel, Wiggins and more reciently
CERES (1982), have descri ed the settlement process of a

colonization area in similar ways.

During the first stage of the process, the pioners
are subsistence farmers. Infractruture is poorly developed
or non-existent. In the second stage there is more participa-
tion in the market economy anc some infrastructure such a8s 5
roads, school, health posts may have been developed and nuclea-
ted settlements bepins to develop. During this stage some of
the colonist may achieve relative prosperity. However, most
of then after exhesusting the soils will move further in and
gtart the process apain. The zbandonned farms may be taken
over by remaining zolonist or ortsiders and 3 process of
consolidn=ion of land starts along witn a shift. from subsisten-

ce to o mora -anital intensive agriculture or sattle rising.

In thne *ourth stase the colonization srea benins to

repiicate -rattitionsl settlement pattern witn the arowd= of the
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nucleated settlement, the diversification of activities, and

increasinn socio-economic differentiation.

In terms of social organization the stanes evolve from
a realtively hompgeneus group of colonist with a participatory
organization such as a sindicato to an increasingly hierarchical
organization where socio-economic and cultural factors of dife-
rentiation replicate the national social stratification system.
A few of the original colonist who have "succeded!" and not left
' the area for the urban center become the emergent town elite.
They would have normally branched out to other activities such
as comerce, transport, and public posts. They become employers
of poorer or recently arrived campesinos, the size of their

land holding would have expanded considerably.

For the mayority of the colonist the settlement is
temporary and they replicate the first two stages along the
frontier of the colonization area or become unskilled migrant

lahorers in the rural and urban centers.

Factors in the socio-economic differentiation process
include at the time.of arr‘val, the size of the family, the age
of the head of the family, the size of the Tamily labor force,
and the ties with the home community as a source of econonic, as

well as social and emstional suppoTt.
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In the area north of Santa Cruz C.I.A.T..studlies desg-
cribe and analyse the basic pattern of agriculture in the colo~
nies as the "descent into and escape from the barbecho crisis"

(C.I.A.T-: 1980 - 1981)

The colonist practices slush'and burn agriculture in
virgin forest in plots of land that he can work with bis fami-
lys labour force which mav reach up %0 five hectares a year.
During the First 1 to 2 vears he has high vields and relatively
low costs. The land is than abandoned For a new plot within
his farm where he repeats the process..'The plet is abandoned
after about tuo vears to natural second growth or barbechc. When
he finally clears all the high forest, he must begin in fallow
with higher costs and lower yields. Cropping periods become
longer and fallow rotations become shorter and with time his
farm eﬁters what C.I.A.T. has called the Barbecho crisis.

(C.I.A.T. 1980. Mexwell and Pozo No. 22)

The fact that only 25 % of the Farmsﬂln the area sur-
veved had escaped the "barbecha crisis" ilustrates the strong
differentiation process taking place in the céﬁmnization areas.
Though the process is evident in North of Santa Cruz, a similar
process is taking place en the Chapare and Yunges areas. The
details of how the process wo®in these areas might be different
to the one observed in Santa Cruz bgcuuae of the different eco-

logical conditions.

I
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TRABLE ¢

NUMBER OF FAMILIES AND ESTIMATED POPULATION IN THE

COLOMIZATION ZONES OF BOLIVIA UP TO 1978

ZCNE No.Families| Estimated
Population

La Paz

Caranavi-Alto Beni-Yunnas 17.533 65.788
Cochabamba

Chapare - Chimore 9.622 37.992
Santa Cruz

North and East 20.678 89.765

Tari ja and Beni 13.134 52.536

TOTAL 60,967 246,081

NOTE: (Number of femilies refers to the ones given gz
arcela by the Instituto Nacional de Coloniza-
tion)

Source: C.E.R.E.S5. 1980. La Paz. Migracion Rural-Rural
en Bolivia: El caso de las Colonias. Estudios
Poblacionales No. 2. pp. 14 - 18
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NOTES

- In 1976 migrators movements affected 1,092,000 persons, One
out every four Bolivians were residing in a province different

than the one in which they were barn.

- Urban centers account for 70 % of all migratory mavements,
That is Rural to Urban and Urban to Urban migration. Half of

which is to La Paz and Santa Cruz.

- Betwen 1950 and 1976 the year)y growth the rate for the faster

growing cities was:

Montero 742 %
Santa Cruz 6.7 %
Cochabamha 3.86%
Trinidad 3.8 ¢
La Paz 3.7%

- Colonization areas did absorb only 17 % of the total migrants

(1976) approximately 185,640 persons.

Albo, Greaves, Sandoval. CHUKIVAWU. La Cara Rymara de La Paz. I

El Pasoc a la ciudad C.I.P.C.8, No. 20 La Paz 1982 p
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Formal end Informal Institutions

The Traditional Rural Communities

The Ayllu found in some of the most isolated communi-
ties is organized as a territorial unit and has an authority
structure that includes offices that are occupied on o rototive
basis. Every member of an Ayllu is expected to occupy an offi-
ce through a career that starts at the bottom of the hierarchy
succesively moving up the hierarchy as the individual acquires
experience and becomes a respected elder of the community. The
top office is that of the Jilacata or Cacique who is assisted by
alcaldes who in turn are assisted by Regidores or Aguaciles.

The hierarchy may have ﬁp to six levels. The functions of the
Ayllu authority system are mainly religious and symbolic and are

closely tied to the fiesta systen.

Dther traditional informal institutions are the ayni,
minka, wuayco, and the associations of water users. All of them
serve to organize social esnd economic groups for reciprocal aid
and for communal work. In communal institutions, leadership
roles are assigned to individuals who have the required wealth
and prestige and who are expected to service the community
without reward other than added prestige. The naming of persons
to ledership roles and the taking of group decisions are based

on the consensus of the mayFrity.
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Assimilated Institutions

Institutions that are foreign to a native community,
but that have been assimilated and given a new meaning are the

locsl representatives of the national political and administrs-

tive authorities and the sindicato.

The corregidor end the agentes municipales represent
the nationzal authority system. They are elected to office b
the consensus of the community, and are only effective i7 they
have the tacit support of the members of the community. Houwever,
these local authorities can also become arbitrary and explotati-

ve if they represent outside interests rather than the interest

of the communitv.

The sindicato is the second institution that has been
assimilated by the traditional community, but only in areas where
there was a need for it. The need and the birth of the sindicato
is in the agrarian reform and in the colonization areas where
land ownership was the mobilizing issue. In communities that di?

not have haciendas, such as Valle Grande, sindicatos never did

prosper.

In communities where there are no national authorities,
the sindicato plays the role of authority. This is especially

true en newly established colonies.
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lpstitutions in Mew and 0l1d Towns

The towns have a larger number of representatives of
the national authorities. In provincial capitals, they are
headed by the Sub-Prefecto and the Alcalde. In cantones, the

list of authorities is as follows:

A N .
Corregimiento del Canton

- Central Agrariz Campesina
- Agente Municipal

- Junta de Vecinos

- Registro Civil

-~ Jueces de Minima Cuantia

~ QBuardia Nacional

- Jdunta de Autoridades - (includes all of the above)

Frequehtly, the Egun4elite of non-campesino members

occuples each and evervone of the offices except the sindical

ones.

AR large and ever growing number of pars communal aogen-

cies, both private and public must be addec to the town authority

hierarchy.
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These Are:

Puhlic schools

Privéte schools

Cooperativas

Churches

Banco Agricola .

Health Services (Postas, Hospitales)

Non-formal education centers

Mathers Clubs

Private development Institutions of social organization
and community development

Specific projects (Sponsored by Internacional Donor
Agencies)

National Service for Community develapment
Agricultural extension

18TA

The list is not exhaustive. Each one of these insti-

tutions is in town to help develop the area, to provide services.

Although all institutions seek the same goals, their work is

often done in isolation and without the participztion of the bene-

ficliaries

who are the reason for their being in the area in the

first place. The culturcl differences between the beneficiaries

\NQ\
NN
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and the people of the support institutions is perhaps the main
obstacle to the realization af their projects or the delivery
of their services. Finally, even in the cases of the best in-

tentioned agencv, the net result is the transmittion of the

urban culture to the detriment of the rural community culture,

and way of life.
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Economic Activities and the Managment of Risk

Economic activities of the population of the cbrridor
can best be understuud if one looks ot subsistence type activi-
ties of the campesino and market oriented activities of the
city dueller.. The difference, which is of interest for this
paper, between the two types of activitic. is that while the
market activities are mediated by cash, subsistence type acti-~

vities do not involve cash,

As was said before, the campesino is at the lower end
of the stratification system while the city dweller is at the
upper end. Among the defining.characteristics are not only the
control and use or economic power, but also the overall economic

system in whicn each categnry is involved.

. Between the campesino subsistence economic activities
and the urban dweller's market oriented economic activities are
a combinaticn of the two types of activities in different degrees
that characterize the economic behavior of. the mayority of the

rural population in the corridor,.

Traditional Campeéino

The campesino engaged exclusively in subsistence type
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activities are a minority and can be found only in tt ‘8t isp-
lated communities of the corridor such as the highlands off the
Cochabamba valleys, sone isolated valleys in La Paz and Santa Cruz,

and in areas of the llanos del Chaco.

This campesino can be called a traditional campesino.

His economic activities are oriented to his subsistence and

self-sufficiency. The technolagy -that he uses is well known and

trdsmitted from father <o son without the need of formal schooling.
The _.ops that he plants have long been adapted to the ecological

niche in which he lives.

He has two main occupations and a number of complementa-
ry ones. The two main occupations are agriculture and live stock
rising. The complementary ones are the manufacture of clothes,
tools, and other needed utensils for the house and the farm, and
the processing of produce such ss dehytrated potatos, fruits, ela-
boration of chicha, etc. The entire family participates in these
activities with especific roles assigned to each member of the

family. He has little or no need for cash.

Modern Campesino

A non-traditional type of campesino in these some valleys

and specially in the luulande.or col:nization areas, while still
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involved in subsistence activities will also sell for cash part
of iiis production and branch aut other economic activities such
a comerce, transport, and unskilled non-agricultural labor. This
campesino predominates in the corridor and may be called the mo-

dern campesino to contrast him from the traditional campesino.

The modern campesino while retaining manyof the characteristics
of the traditional campesinno life, b2gins to participate in mar-
ket oriented activities in order to obtain the cash he needs to
satisfy hir and his family's growing needs. While still being
oriented by the traditional way of life of the community, he

begins to turn his attention to the urban center and the urban

life stvle.

The size of his ggricultural land is too small and the
technology he uses not productive enough to allow him to satisfy
his increasing need for cash or to allow him to achieve a higher
social and economic status. Faced with that problem he may
attempt a number of strategies that will allms him upward social

and economic mobility.

Firat he may attempt to intenaity his production through

the use of a pe=w technology which involve improved seeds, the use
of chemical imputs, and/or the specializatiom in highly rentable
crops. Everywhere in the corridor, there are dramatic example of

modern campesino trying parts of the new tectmology in an attempt

4
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to increase their production and their 1ncqmes. Everyuhere
there are stories of constant failure. In Saipina (Santa Cruz)
for example, campesinos tell about how for over thirty vears
they have tried new crops, have taken cradit, have "followed"
the sgricultural extensionist advice, ete. in a continuos effort

tc find a crop or the crops that would provide them with higher

incomes.

They mention stories of projects that were initiated
which induced everyone to try a new crop..only to end in failure,

debts, and a conviction that agriculture "does not pay".

The main problem is tha£ the new agricultural techno-
logy 1is a systemd  that has not been fully trasmitted to the
campesinos. Only parts of it are know’ end even then most of the
time thev are known incorrectly. Examples of the missuse of
chemical fertilizers, pesticides, etc. are common in every commu-
nity. Partially implemented programs of improved production
are even more common. A common example of why campesinos Ydo not
want to change" beéins with the projects that provided the campe-
sino with credit, technical assistance, and‘imputs which result
in an abundant produdtiun which can not be marketed and leave
the campesinos not only with their harvest in their hands but

deep in debt.



After having been "“persuaded" to participate in a

-~ number of these kinds of projects qhere one companet was not
plannad or failed to uork. the campesinos became reluctant to
try new crops or techniques, if he can not control or

uno. “stands what he is involved in. He seems reluctant to
change to outsiders who may no know the long history of failu-

res the campesinos bzve survived,

The modern campesino apparent resistance to change
is related to his lack of sel-reliance. To do almost anything
relzted to using the new technology, he depends on others. They
ussually are government services agencies, but with increasihg
freguency one finds private development agencies. The.imputs.

he needs are normally provided by merchants/transportistas.

If the campesino plants a new and'unknown crop, he
depends on the extensionist to tell him the proper technigues,
on the Banco Agricola to give him credit, and on merchant/trens-
portista to pay him a price he does not negotiate. If he runs
into problems, the extensionist is unable..to help or tells him
to get a product the campesino has never heard of, or knows
where to get. If he manaoges to produce ‘8 good crop, he ussually

gets 8 price for it lower than his production. costs.
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1t is not surprising, then, that the modern campesino
wants to get out of beino a cempesino and attempts to branch
into other activities such as contruction uork, paid agricultu-

ral labor, small comerce, transport, artezan work, etc.

There is no better evidence of the modern campesiro
willignes to take risks that the innumerable development projects
that have fFailed" to change him from & campesino to a modern
farmer., Uhere there are no projects, the campesino continues to
experiment with new crops, with new technologies, not as enthu-
giastically as he did with the first projects in which he became’
jnvolved snd failed, but with more caution and a fragile sense of
self-reliance. If he fails =2gain, he.at least wants to know
fhat it was not because he believed and followed the instructions

or the "engineers" without really understanding what he was doing.

Although in almpst every community of the corridor one
can hear modern campesinos desillusioned talk about projests,
"engineers" (agricultural extensionists), and all the rural govern--
ment sefvices. vet, they still depend on them and hope they will

help them Change their lifes. The feeling of depandency has beco-

me the principle obstacle to chanoe since they do not feel they

have control over their destinies, but must wait until they ere

helped.
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Campesino Colonist

The sacond stratequ is to become @ colonist. Tc nave
50 hectarea in.a colony secms to holo the key to o better life
since he had been subsisting on 1 or 2 hectares in his home
ren-

comunity. Once he moves to the colonization arec, he sgoon rez

ia

lises that although he now is the oguner of 50 hectares, he is
not much better off ithan befpre and in fact he knows that hz is
woise off. he unifamiliar environment with 211 the new risks to
his well being, the new technologies he must quickly learn to
survive. and  the fact that he only has his and his family's

labour force guickly convince him that the 50 hectares alone will

not make a difference.

By 1970, the largest colonization effort undertaken by
the government (Corporacion Boliviana de Fomento CBF) registered
the following desertion rates by zone: Alto Beni 52 %, Chapare

L& %, VYapacani 32%. (%)

(x) Source. Steve Wiggins. Colonizacion en Bolivia.
Accion Cultural Lovola. Iglesis Metoriste
Sucre, Bolivia 1976
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The-desertion rates cited zbove are for "directed" co-
lonization efforts. Thare is agresment thai sponiznewos coloni-
zation eftorts show lower cesertion rates and more stability.(x)

However, ne studies exist that hzve documented the commonly neld

helief that spontaneous colonies have lower desertion rates.

Even if spontaneous colonies have lower deseriion
rates and are more stable, the fact remains that spontaneous co-
lonists are not better off. They do practice the same type of 2
agriculture as the colonisisdo and are involved in other activi-

ties just as the directed colonists are.

’ It is still basiczlily a subsistence type of agricultu-
re with higher participation in the market. Ir contrast to the
stable subsistence agriculture practices of the home comwnuniiy,
the colonist is involved in a predatory and nomadic form of agri-

culture., The “barbecho crisis" already mentioned is the breaking

point for a colonist. If he survives it, his chances of becoming

a2 modern farmer are very hinh.

‘.

(x) Migracion Rurel en Bmlivis, El caso v las Coloniszs,
C.€.R.E.S,. Estudios Poblacionales WNo. 2.
La Paz 1580. p. 25
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Though it is difficult to estimate what percentage of
the people who survive the "barbecho crisis" and become farmers
(Probably less than 1 %), the mavority use their égricultural
base to branch out into other activities, The most common of
these activities' is comerce, followed by transport and a salaried
occupation. Ironically it is he Ysuccess" in agriculture which
allows a colonist to stop being a full-time farmer and eventually

get out of agriculture all together,

For the approximately 75 % of the colenists who do not
survive the "barbecho crisis" the opfions are: to move to virgin
land and start again; or to enter Athe fringe urban areas in
search of a job. A percentage become paid agricultural labores

for the more prosperous farmers,

The colonist, unlike the modern campesino of his home

community, is constantly taking risks. The fact that he moves to

the colonization area withfinsignificant resources and no knowledge

of the environment or the skills needed to survey ere as big a
risk as he will ever take again. Every crop and everything he
does in the colonization area invalves expe;imentation and risk,
In effect it is through the colonist constant experimentation
that areas in a colonization zone are classified as bein appro-
priate for particular crops. Every colonist, specially the
ploneer ones are in a sense agriqultural experimental stations,

A1l of course, at the cost of the colonist,
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Diversification of sconomic activities

The modern campesino and the colonist strateqy Tor
survivel znd eventual upuward social mobility is diversification,
not onlv of the economic activities of the head of the family,

but of the entire familv.

In the zone of the corridor with traditional communities
such as the valles arcuni Cochabambz, diversificetion of activities
includes small domestic industries, specialized crops, comerce,
and migrznt labor. UWhat is more each:community in the valleys

specialises in one mayor activity in addition to agriculture.

For example in Selinas (near Punata, Cochabamha) where
the salinity of the soil is so hizh that nothing can be produced,
the 25 families that make up the community extract salt which is
used for the manufacture of cheese. Nearby in San Jose . .:T the

comunity is involved in the manufacture of roof tiles, and bricks.

In effect the communities of these valleys have adapted

nemselves to the ecological niches forminn @ mosssic. In most

(=]

f then, nandicraft production is an intepral part of the Family's

[\

conogmv.

W
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tach membep of the familv has specific activities ths
contribute to the overall Familv econorv. Very ycdnn anr va~y
pld females spin the wool that is user by vouno women to uweave
the sueaters, and ponchos sold either to a cooperative or directly
to the consumer in the market. The male head of the Tamnily works
in the Fields in the heavy agricultural tasks as well as in @
complementzry activitv. such as he manufacture off ceramic, ~oot
4iles, hricks, etc. The younger sons hetp the father, whiloe the
older sons migrate in seavch of new skills, work, or business
opportunities to piaces as diverse as thz forth of hraentinz, the
citv, and the colonizetion areas. Young csmpesing women 21sc mi-

gratez, but not es far es the men, and get Involved in marketing

locally produced crops ang eventually consumer goods.

*ive stock is zlso very important and constitutes not

only a source of income, buit a cash reserve For &ny eventuality.

In the valleys of Sante Cruz, the family farm is bigger
and even more diversified. The size of his livestock herd is
2lso considerable higger. Thus while = Cochabamba campesing may
have 7 -ea. of cattle, & Santz Oruz compesino will have up to 70.
Processinn of produce is also common inm tne Santa uruz velliay -

cheese - sunfor malosses. etic.
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In thé colonization areas, the trend is also to
diversification of prodqction, though the colonist often depends
on one or two crops as his source of cash - for example -~ rice
and sugar in Santa Cruz, coOca in the Chapare, and cofee and

citrus plants in the Yungas.

In all areas, however, the most important diversification
is to activities outside of agriculture., FAs it has often been
aaid comerce and transport are the most common choices. Comerce
can range from marketing the family's production to becoming a
rescatista and marketing the produce of an entire area. Work in
construction as unskilled labor is also a common activity. qu-
cation s the means to jobs outside agriculture is the predominant

trend among modern campesino children.

Even when a family has paftically moved to town or the
city, they maintain their land and ties with the home community,
which allows then extra sources of income. The seach faor diver-~

sification of economic activities continues in the town or citye.

The ownership of agricultural lend is crucial to the
modern campesino whose family 1s in the process of moving to the
citye It is only the second generation, which may have attained
well-paid urban occupations that will sell the piece of land in

his parent rural community.

——
-

)
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" An interesting new phenomena is taking place in many
places of the corridor. It is the return to the rural zrea by
urban duellers to exploit the land as modern farmers. In the
Yungas the proliferation of poultry farms around Coroico is due
to urban dwellers returning or branching out to other than urban
occupations. In the Cochabamba valley, there is also a conside-
rable number of urban dwellers involved in poultry production
and dairy farms. 1In the Uomaraba-Mairana arez of Sants Cruz,

highly technical and specialized farms are not a rarity any more.

In the mayority of the cases the urban dweller who
returns to the-country does it as a part-time activity and an
extra source of income., However, he does it with an undestanding
of the technology needed to make it a highly rentable operation,
He is no longer a campesino, but a modern farmer, or an agroindus-

trialist.

If the trend increases it will accelarate the depopulation
of rural areas of campesinos and the change from a self-sustained
and self-sufficiente type of agricultural to = modern agroindustrial

type of production.

It would seem that the campesino has little chance of
becomming a modern farmer if he first does not become an urban
dweller, In the meantime the campesino is doing all he can tu
move up the social stratification system geographically, socially,

economically, and culturally.,



Motes to Economic Activities:

Cochabamba

In Cochabamba, there were in 1278 a total of 12.58% selling
posts in the Markets and Fairs of the city, both fixed posts

and mobile ones. (x)

- In 1974, there were 3.69 families for ezch sellinn posts in
the Markets and Fairs of Cochabsmba. The numbers of families

in 1076 was estimated to be 45.559. (x)

- There is no data on the number of selling posts in the provin-

cial towns and Fairs.

- Selling posts includes those that sell from agricultural pro-

duce to consumer goods.

La Paz

- See Alho, Graves and Sandoval, CHUKIYAW!. L=z Cara Avmara de
La Paz. Vol. I. II. CIPCA, La Pez, Vol. 20 - 21
For detailed analysis and Description of the Results of Survev

on occupations of the rural immigrants in the city of La Paz.

(x) Source: Fernando Calderon G. y Alberta Rivera P. Jatun Llajta:
Vendedoras v Ladrilleros en Cochabamba. C.E.R.E.S5. Cochabamba

1982 pp 33 - 34
A%
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The Family

Throught the corridor, the predominant family is the

extended family. It plays a kev role in the social, economic,

and culturesl processes already analysed.

The Traditional Campesino Family

Clusters of homes in rural dispersed tracditional
communities ussually howse the parents of a family and their
married offspring. Each unit houses & nuclear family whithin
the same compound, Wearby clusters are realted by blood and
marriage. All the activites take piace within the context of
the extended familv. When a member of a family sponsors tradi-
tional Fiesta, all members of the extended family contribute
with resources and labor. When he organizes and Ayni aor a
Min'3, it is also expeckd,that members of the family will con-
tribute. It is through these religious, symbolic, and economic
activities ‘that extended Talily ties and membership in the
group are constantly reinforced. However, in évery day life
given the size of the plot of each member, there is little need
for aid; and it may seem that the basic unit is the nuclear

unit.
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The Modern Campesino Family

The importance of the extended family becames dramati-
cally clear when the traditionzl campesino family begins to
enter into market oriented activities. The geographic mobility
that characterizeé the population spreads members of the Family
‘over a wide area on social, economic} and cultural niches. Fa-
mily ties are manitained, since the initisl resources came from
the rural community and the plot of land. The native community,

in effect, finances all the moves out of it.

For the mayority of the families, the colonization of
new lands constitutes a diversificétiun of the family economy.
The interchaonge of goods and services between the native comnuni-
ty and colony is constant, specially during the ¥irst years
(Blanes, Flores, 1582). The branching out into other activities
is also done within the extended family context and on the basis

of the native community and,/or colony.

The diversification of economic activities is achieved
through members bf the family. The wife becomes a comerciante,
of agricultural produce ans sometimes a comerciante-rescatiste.
The son becomes 3 transportista, the daughter enters domestic ser-
vice as a way to becaming comer. iante of consumer goods in the

city. Uncles and coucins are, or some other distant relative,
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play an important role in tzking a newly arrived boy whether in
the citv or the colonv. Sons and daughters sent to school in

town or in the city stay with relatives. When documents must be
obtained from the national authorities, a relative =~» works in

the bureaucracy no matter how low his possitinn, will be asked to

help.

After thirty years of flux, the extended family has
" retained and perhaps become more important than ever; for what is
one to do without relatives who help to cope with the many social

and cultural worlds the campesino faces when he leaves his native

community?

.
e
\u



APPENDIX A

HEALTH CONBEPTS

The concepts of health and illness among the rural
population fo the corridor are complex and related to all other
aspects of campesino life. Conceptslof health and illness are
not easy to explain, but must be seen in the symbolic and ritusl
context of campesino life, The following vety broad generaliza-
tion are derived from conversations with peasants throughout
the corridor. The explanations of illness and health are

remarbably similar whether the campesino is Aymara, Quechua, or

Spanich speaker,

Illness in a person is ultimately related to an exter-
nal force such as the earth, wind, lightenning, specific places,
and to supernatural forces such as malignat spirits and persons

with super~human powers.

Illness has to do with norms of behavior. When the
norms are broken a person is "punished" and becomes ill. Cure
in then related to the purification and cleauseness of a person
who is ritually cured with the use of herbal remedies or with

some frequency a convination of herbal remedies and drugs.

An individual must live in harmony with his envirorment,

to do this he must observe certain norms of behavior and certain
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rituals, If through his behavior he breaks a norm or does not
this he must observe certain norms of behavior ahd certain
rituals, If through his behavior he breaks a norm or does not

perform a ritual, he will become ill.

The mother earth (Pachamama) is the most common cause
od illness, The Spanish speaking Vallegrandino peasants says
that he is ill becausé "le agarrf la tierra", his Quechua or
Aymara counterpart explains his illness or Jallp'a . In each
case to be ill with Jallp'a is to say that the soul or spirit
of the Pachamama, (mother earth) has entered into the body because
he/she was in a forbidden place or because he/she did not perform
a customary ritual of veneration and respect to the earth the
‘new nouse, a speciall-river etc, The earth, the river, the moun-
tain, the tree, etc. all nave suls that can be good to onr
can harm one, The apeare them, one mﬁst offer them food, drink

and other presents,

Similar explanation of health and illness are related
to other naturasl and supernaturci forces such as the wind,
lightining, and malignant spirits. In each'case, the cure is a
ritually performed application of remedies to purify the body,
the recover the soul or to expel malignat spirits that have taken

OVEer 8 person.

Each illness is associated with a cause, a remedy and a
native health ﬁracticioner who can help an ill person recover his

health and well being.



APPENDIX B
THE CHAPARE

Socio-Economic caracteristics of the Chapare Colonist

The following paragraphs describe theChapare colonist
in consistently similar ferms: "Una caracteristica del tipo de

asentamiento en esta zpna, =5 su inestebilidar, es decir que po-

dria llamarse colonizacion esporadica. Hemos visto que el 80 %
de le poblacion viene de la recion de Cochabamba, la mavoria

de estos tenian v conservan su propiedad en esta misma regién,

en particular Colemi v Sacasba. En consequencia na viven a
"tiempo completio® en el Chapare, sino gue van y vuelven regular-

mente de un lugar a otro, cuando el trabajo o la cosecha lo re-

quieren. Ng intentan permanecer en el Chapare v cuando se sien-

ten viejos, venden su lote en el Chapare, para volver definitive-

mente a su tierra de origen". (x) (Emphasis added)

"Actos tan importantes como el matrimonig religiosao,
gue implica un momento. .intenso de relacion y de legitimacién social, no
se dan Sino en el lugar de origen .... Oe todos modos el matri-

monio sigue celebrandose fuera de la colonizacion, lo gue indica

gue la base familiar sigue estando fuers. Es una familia en si-

(x)  Delaire, Bernard v Hoffmann Carlos, Factores Socicles v
Economicos del cultivo de la coca en una micro regiaon del
Chapare. PRODES, La Paz 1978. p 6
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tuacion permanente de ruptural p 126

“fste fonomeno persiste durante muchos afios ya gue
una de las motas de muchos Chaparefins es hacersa una casita

fuera del Chapare¥ ... p 126

" a historia del asentamiento (en el Chapare) es
fundamentalmente una historia migratoria, una historia ce de-
sarrzigo v 2 busgueda de afirmacion. En esta dinamica los

parientes v los aminos juegsn un papel muy importante". p 126

Lz familia que emerge en el Chapare tiene su base,
como ya se indica, en otro lugar.. En este sentido es una uni-
dad familiar "nueva". Ella tiene cue improvisar nuevas formas
insercion en el escenario economico del Departamento; ha per-
dido las bases sociales del lugar de origen y ahora tiene que
adoptar nuevas formas de organizacién social. (pag 120)

"Finalmente, es importante incorporar entre los cam-

bios importantes, la mobilidad espacial de esta fuerza de tra-

bajo (los colonos). El caracter proviaional‘e inestable del

asentamiento, obliga al colono & desplazarse permanentemente

tanto dentro del Chapare comg fuera hacia fuera. E1 colono

esta permanentemente sobre el camino. Se reprocuce como un
minero gue trabaja por temporadas en una mina. E1 Chapare
tarda mucho en aparecer como un asentamiento definitiva".

(emphasis added) p 125

Blanes Jose J. y Flores Gonzalo C. Campesino, Migrante y Co-
lonizador. Reproduccion de la economia familiar en el Chapare
Tropical. C.E.R.E.S5., La Paz 1982 - pp 120-12¢
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"Finally, another factor should be mentionned to
help explain why so few were over &0 vears of ane, apart
from the low life expeciancy. Menv colonists do not plan
to spend their whole life in the Chapare, when t-hey reach
old age, they prefer ta return to their place of origin,
where they usually kept some property, and where they can

spend their remaining vears with relatives?! (x) (pp 75-76)

"Their movement to the Chapare is a kind of spora-
dic migration, since few of them intend to reside there
permanently. Morover there is a genefal tendency Tor teenagers
and oldér people to leave the area; The young to study in
Cochabanbe or find a job in the city, the eld to reteil to
the place of origin, among relatives and friends". "The youn-

ger generation seems to find life in the Chspare dull"., p 189

"Muchos se extrafisn del poco espiritu empresarial del
Chaparefio, otros dicen que en el Chapare no se puede hacer
nada porque los campesinos no respetan la propiedad privada
0 gue no se encuéntra trabajo en el Chaparz. Ademas, dicen
otros. cobran sueldos mas altos gue en Cochabamba. Es decir

no estan cambiando las relaciones ce produccién. Estan cambian-

tdo los modos de insercion en lz economiz cee tiene su asiento

(x) Delzine. Bernarg L.: Cocz Farming in the Chapare. A form
o¥ Uollective innavation, Uriversity of Saint Louls
PHD dissertation, 1972
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en el Valle peroiln demds sicue igual. Huchos empresarios

se han reqgresado frustrados del Chspsre o se guedaron en
permanente aislamiento frente al mundo que los rodea¥,

Emphasis added p II (Example: Salazar's Pig Farm)

"Por no comprender esta realidad se han estrzlla-
do muchos planes y proyectos de desarrollo en el Chapare. Ge-
neralmente estos ultimos han sido concebidos con la mentali-
dad de investigadores de los E.E.U.U. o Europa que tienen
una larga experiencia sobre la transicion de campesino a far-
mer y/o a empresario capitalista., Oe sus economias parcela-
rias de hace dos decadas hoy va predominan "campesinos" empre-
sarios agricolas, que han acumulado tierras, que han cnnsegdi—

do capital, gque han invertido, que se han especializado en su

produccion, etce.

Por que no sucede esto en el Chapare?

Si se incentiva, la produccidn y comercializacifn
de un producto, porgue no van a surgir pequefios Tarmers como

primer paso a le emergencia de un empresario Agricola... ?

Con esta mentzlidad se formularon lz mayor parte de

los proyectos v no encontraron acogida ni de parte de los

A
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campesings ni dé parte del estado. Agquellas (los éampesinus)

porgue no esta_gﬁnggg‘ngsus intereses, v este ultimo (E1 Es-

tado) porgue no puede distraer capital en la agricultura mien-

tras los campesinos puedan producir alimentos bsratos como lo

han hecho siempre."(xJEmphasis added)

The studies of the Chapare, from which the paragrahs.
cited above were taken, gnow in a consistent way that the co -
lonization of the Chapare by @ campesino is a strategy which
2ims at diversifying anc - - streghtening the peasant family

economy and not a strategy aimed at the develapment of "modarn"

farming enterprises.

The streghtening and diversification of the peasahﬁ
family economy has its origin in the quest for upward social,
economic, and cultural mobility to which the campesino family
dedicates all of its efforts in draﬁétic wavs. Colonization is
often only a part of a wider strategy of stregthening the pea-

sant family economy, and as such, it is not the most important

effort. It is a means to something else: the getting gyt of
agriculture as the main occupation of its members and the
breaking into other fields of economic activity which lead the

citv and the city life style.

(x) Blanes y Flores, P II



Blanes and Flores (1952) state that the peasant fa-
mily in the Chapare has a areat degree of autonomy in organizing
its productive.activities. It is throush the demand for food .
(cheapfood) by the urban population that the market of agricul-
tural producte is ornganized and not throuoh the requierements

of industrial or comercial capital. (x)

The following paragraphs show the relationship between
the Chapare, the campesino colonist production activities, and

the markets for his produce.

a) "Si el capital industrial tuviera una gran relacidn
con la agricultura-abastecimiento de insumos- crearia mecanismos
para aseqgurar tales abastecimientos, dando origen de esta manera

al desarrollg de empresas capitalistas capaces de introducir qran-

des modificaciones en 1z tenencia de la tierra y la tecnologia vy

la estructura productiva. El abastecimiento de estos insumos se

originaria a traves de la inversion del capital, al crearse eco-

nomias de escala." (Emphasis added)

b) "La estructura del ingreso esta intimamente relacio-

nada & lo sefialado. Dsda la concentracion del ingreso en sectores

minoritarios, principalmente urbanos, el Departamento de Cochabam-

id. p 254
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ba, que es predominantemente rural vy de urbanizacion intermediz,

se caracteriza mes bien por sus bzios ingresos. Este bz io nivel

de ingresos determira las caracteristicas del consumo vy las for-.
mas y niveles de abastecimiento. E1 consumidor promedio del De-
partamento prefiere al pequefio distribuidor en lugar del cran
distribuidor, que podriz ser requerido mas bien por los sectores
de altos 'ingresos. En esta opcion, el consumidor promedioc sacri-

fica una serie de caracteristicas da la calidad del producto en

funcion de su sbaratamiento. El sector productive na genera lz

capacidad suficiente de empleo como pars absorver las maszs mi-

grantes a las cuidades. Se genera de esta menera un sector de

auto-empleo principalmente terciarioc gue tiene su mejor espacio

en_la distribucion y preparacicn de alimentos, compitiendo de

esta manera con un capital comercial en la linea de alimentos.

(Emphasis added.). See number of selling :posts in Markets and

Ferias in the report p &0.

It is in this context (the Chapare Colonist and his
familiar production system on one side, and the low-income urban
inhabitant on the other side) that it is easy-to see that the
establishment of five or six highly sophisticated processing
plants will have only mimor impact on the economy of the colonists

family.

id pp 254-25%
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The role the colonist can play is only a minor one,
He may provide the raw material to be processed . by the plants.
What he can provide will be only ane or two aof the many érops
he produces. It could be an additional and secure source of
income, but it éill not replace his basic strategy of diversi-
fication, and if he can sell his crops at a higher price, he
will do it regardless of the formal compromises he may have

entered into,

It will not be surprising that the plants faced with
the mayor problems of obtaining the’produce they need from
thousands of independent and unpredictable producers, of
improving the quality of the produce, and of insuring themselves
of lom cost produce will seek ways to obtain the raw materials
they need through their oun production or through contracts
with a small number of specialized non-campesino producers. The
plants as well as the specialized producers will tend to become
isolated inland within the Chapare. The isolation of the plants
from the colonists may generate haostility on the part of the

colonists,
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The Chapare

The Chapare is one of the coloniéatlon areas
briefly describad and analyse:d throughout the text of ihe
report as parci.of the colonization zones in the corridor. Un-
like the other two zones, the Yungas and Santa Cruz, the
Chapare has heen the ohbiect of numeraus studies that tend! to
emphasize te mrin charescteristics of the Chapare: The insta-
bility of the population ani the temporsry nature of the Cha-

pare as & place of residence “or the colonists.

Both characteristics are .= true for the Chapare
as they are for the other two colonization zones. The visibi-
lity of both characteristics may, however, have obscured other
social-economic, and cultural proccess takinn place in the Cha-
pace. It is =lso possible that the nature of the studies and
their time-frame of reference may have influenced their fin -
dings. In the following sections some of the findings are
examined crit 1cally and suggestions are made to view the phe-
nomens of the Chapere from g different perspective. -2 pars-

S -

nective that it is heped will allow o Sstier understoriin- o
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The mayor problem in the use of the concept of
communitv as the frame of reference in the analysis of the
colonias in the Chapare or elsewhezre in the colonization areas
is that itimplies a clearly delimited geographiczl, social ani
econoric entity. The actions of the residents of a communitvy

are expectad to take plece within this entity.

The actions of the colonists in the Chapare, s
the same studies show, take place within a context that inclu-
des their colony but is in no way limited to it. The communi-
ty of origin, the city, the entire colonization zone, are
included ir this wider context. The best way to conceptualize
a colony in the Chapare is to see it as made up of individuals

involved in socio-~economic networks over a wize arenz.

ithin this arens the colonization of the Chapa-
re by = campesinc is a strategy which aims at diversifying
and strenghtening the peasari family economy. The streghtening
of the peasant fam'iy mcocnomy is in turn directerd to e st-ategy

of socio-economic mobility, which given the structure of the

*

society means very often geocrcphical mobilitv as well,

ingtability o <he Thepare population =20 t-r
% that “or meny iF not the mavariiv of the colonisis inc
Craearc is only ¢ tenporooy resirence shwould nat he osuepl lsian,
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place from which enounh rescurces are chhzined i Allow the
Vcolonists the socio-econoinic mobility thay were aimino ot
when they first took the risk of becoming nolonists. It
shoulr! also bé noted, however, that some cf the instability
of the population is due to "failure" of the colonists which
leads them to move further into the colonization frontier to

try =gain.

One other factor thet contribute to the Fluidity
a¥ the Chapare is its relativelv good communication through
stable roads with the Valleys and the city oF‘Co:habamba. The
ease of communication makes the social and economic networks
aver this wide area fessible. Frequent trips bsck and forth
reinforce the ties with persons in and out of the Chapare. In
fact, to Zevelop and mzintain socio-economic ties throughout
this area is en intepral part of the strategy of diversification
and streghtening of the family economy. Social and economic
ties between a colonists and persons outside it are mutually

rewarding in that it diversifies and streghtness the economy of

both.

The Colenist an? his imronigia prvi-po—o-i,

. ... . - .
- - - . i 2 < - & meas - -— - - .
antions oY e oolonist e c Batcoshal - e bt alile [ niatil
arionito o, oG ooan i onTner sin T Wororos fs
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However, to reach this conclussion a bout the
Chapare is to commit the same type of errors which have bgen
critisized before. The conclussion implies again that what
is seen at the present -instable population- is what will be

seen in the future.

For t!.e current generafion of colonists, the
Chapare is a place which 2llouws. socio-economic mobility. It
helps tham hreak the ties with the comwmunity of origin anc
enter the regional if not national arena. It is one more re-
source which streghtens their economy and helps them achieve
social and ecoromic goals. Although it is true that a great
mayority of the colonists of the Chapare move out of it even-
tuslly, it is also true that very few of them break sll ties

with it.

Their Chaco in the Chapare continues to be a
resource in their economies. Although it is no longer as im-
portant gs when it was used to build an economic base to bre:h
out of it, it remains a resource that is likely toc become im-
portant agein since their new socio-economic possitions open-
up new nerspectives for the use af it. The new perci.ectives of
the ex-colono of the Chepzre sre likely to include 2 stratenv

0° m=ximization of his resources to consglideste zn sdvance Ris

me.lv ohtainegt nnn-cempesiqo stetus,.
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Are there any Chaparefios 7

Since all of the socio-economic studies emphasize
the temporary nature of the colonization process, an effort
was more to find permanent settlers and/or second gen  “ion

peasants during the Chapare field trip.

An 0ld settler (over 80 years old) with fifty-
four years in the Chapare and the son of a colonists in Colo~
nia Km, 24 were interviewed. Both represent very different
adpptive responses to the challenge of the Chapare, both
adoptive responses .are in the minority since the mayority either
do not stay that long as in the case of the cld colonist or
leave the Chapare as soon as they are finished with basic school

as 1n thz case of the son of the Colonisy.

The old settler is still practicing a modified form
of subsistence~sgriculiure and works part of his 20 hectares .
with the help of partidarios. (arrangment through which the
owner puts the land and the partidario his labor. Harvest is
split between the two in equal parts). His sons and daughter
live in Sacaba and Oruro, all are employed in salaried ocupations
and seldon visit him, THe old settler has no close relacionship

with his family and clains his chaco is his home. However he
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identifies himself és a Bacabefio (town near Cochahamba). The

old settler has a long migratory history that ipcludes work in
the coast of Chile, South of Perft and throughout the Chapare in
the construction of roads and in sawmills (asserraderos). He

has been living in his current chaco for twenty-four years. He
moved to the present location after the first Chaco was destroyed

by the change of the course of the nearby river.

The second generation chaparefio (about 30 years old),
jdentifies himself as a chaparefio, though he mentions that his
parents came from Valle Grande. He:only has 6 hectares, as part
of his.inheritance. He left the Cﬁapare when he was young and
has worked in numerous activities. He drove a tractor in the
cotton fields of Santa Cruz during the boom period for this crop.
He.has worked as a transportista throughout Bolivia, He did
work as a salaried peon in the Okinswe Colony in Santa Cruz for
Japanese Colonists, His wife was a comerciante in the places

where they lived, which included the cities of Santa Cruz and

Caochabamba,

Because of the current economic.éituation, in the
cities, they decidéd to return to their chaco in the Chapare
uhexre "at least they cen always eat." He is warking his chaco
in the traditional way and deriving some income from his efforts,
Other than agricultural labor, in the dry season, he complements

his income by fishing in the river and selling fresh fish,
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He and his friends have talked about starting a small
industry-canr.ing fish, However, he lacks the ;ppropriate
knowlsdge or the technology needed and has no cabital to start
his venture, One of his friends who was also born in the Cha-
pare but whose migrations took him to Brasil where he worked in
a fish canning plant, assures him that they can do it with very
simple technology and not much capital. They feel confident
that the low income areas of the city are their natural market

since they can produce low-cost canned fish to compete with

imported sardines.

Like the second generatidﬁ chaparefioc who dreans of
starting hié oun small industry, there are a considerable num-
ber of Chaparefios and colonists who dream of industries. Lack
of know-how and some capital are the main constrains for the
impiementation of these dreams, many of which perhaps contain

the real seeds that can change the face of the Chapare.

The development of small scale appropriate techno-
logy industries By familiar or small group enterprises that
satisfy domestic low income markets could ﬁe a strategy of
development that has wider impact in the Chapare without re-
placing the development of highly sophisticated agro-industries

oriented to domestic high-~income and foreimg markets.



METHODOLOGY

The principal techniques used were interwiews, bhoth

structured and open ended, and pearticipant observation.

Since all visits were unnanouced, it was not always
possible to interview persons of different social categories.
Houwever on effort was made to interview not only campesinos, but

mechants, transportistas, locel sutherities, and service anencies

personnel.

Aaroximately 30 % of the interviews were 2 - 3 hours in
lenght where all topics of research were thouroughly discussed.
The remaining 70 % of the'interviaws ranged from brief exchanges
with campesinos waiting for transport at crossroads to long discu-
s6ion in their homes, fields, or meeting places. The number of

persans contacted during the fiel trip is over 150.

The interviews followed the topics listed in the terms
of reference. However not all topics could be covered by one
informant; therefore, the interviews with each informant were
about those topics in which he/she wzs- more Ddfspoken. It was
not possible to cover £11 topics in each place. Thus, an effart
was made to interview persons with different backgrourtis and

experience to trv to cover ell topics in each area.



The brief time in which such an extense area.of the
corridor was covered made it unfeasible to attempt to guantifv
findings. The Findinés are presented as broad social, cultural,
and economic generalization first for the corridor and where

important for areas within the corridor.

The findings are intended to provide a socio-cultural
framework to help understand the social orpanization of the rursl
population of the area that may help design future interventions

in the areas of agriculture, education, and health.

The bibliography consulted to complement the findinns
of the field trip deals in more specific ways with the population
of different areas whitin the corridor, The studies bv C.E.R.E.S.
of Cochabamba, CIPCA of La Paz, and C.I.A.T. of Santa Cruz are

specially valuable contributions to undestanding the current

social organization of the corridor.



Fied Trip

The corridor was divided into four zones for purpases

of the fiel trips. - 'here are:

1, Valleys, Yungas and Alto Beni in the Department of

La Paz.

2. Valleys and lowland north of Santa Cruz in the Depart-

ment of Santa Cruz.
‘3. Valleys and Chapare in the Depzrtment of Cochabambe.

4, Llznos del Chaco in the Department of Santa Cruz, Chu-~

guisaca and Tarija.

The first 3 were covered as planned. The fourth one
was reduced to a visit to Tarija since road and time conditions

made it imposible to travel.

In the first three zones, two areas were visited. There
are traditional communities in the valleys with settlement datino

back centuries, and the colonization areas with recent settlements

(back to 40 vears ago).

The communities visited in the zome of the Depariment

of La Paz are:



Nov. 10 La Paz

Nov. 11

Unduavi

Cotopata

Chuquipata

Sacramento teniral

Yolosa

Coroico

Padille

Santa Ana

Caranavi

Taipi Playa

Ingavi

Ingavi II

Palps 3lzncos

)

o

pecho

i

Control - post on the roe-.

Road bifurcation to Coroico and
Caranavi.

Dispersed communitye.
Nucleated settlement on rozd
bifurcation to Coroico snd Tsra-

navi - New nucleation.

Traditionzl town end Nor Yungas
Provincial Capital.

Dispersed community. Settled 40
years £go.

Dispersed community. Settled
30-40 years ago.

IBTA Station and road bifurcation
to Caranavi and Taipi Playa.

New and growing town. &Roads to
Alto Beni and Tipuani start here.

20 vear old colonization area. New
town and center of 21 colonies.

Dispersed colonization ares.
Dispersed colonizztion =zrea.

20 year old colonyzatier zrea. Gen-
ter of colony. New toun.

New Town and center of colonv. Can-
tonal authorities ani? principal ru-
ral schools (nucleo) are found here
Center of 4L0-50 dispersed coloniss.



Nov. 11

NDV . ll‘

Nov, 1%

Nov. 1¢

Nov. 17

Brecha F. °
Caranavi
Caranavi
Coroico

Santa Ana

San Agustin

Chulumani

Irupana

Siguiljara

Plazuela

Meiillones

Villa Khosa

Inquisivi

Quime

(juime~Cochabamba

Cochabaomba

Mo ion

Dispersed colony near Palos Blancos.

Dispersed traditional colonization
100 years old.

Nucleated traditional colony over 100
years old.

raditional old town and Sud Yungas
Provincial Capital.

Traditional old town.

Dispersed settlement traditional colo-
ny over 50 years old.

Incipient new town and seat of Nucleo
Cscolar for the zona. Over 50 years
old.

Nucleated colony over LO years old.
Half way between La Paz and Oruro.

Nucleated colony over 40 years old.
Valley.

01d Traditional town and Provincial
Capital. High Valley.

0ld traditional town and transition
point between agricultural zone and
mines,

High valley on road to Santa Cruz -
Dispersed traditional settlement.



fNov.

Nave

Nowv.

Nov.

Nov.

Nov.

17

20

21

21
22

23

Camarapa

Canal
Bado
{.as Carreras

Saipina

Vslle Grande

Guadslupe

El Bado
El Trigal
El Chaco

Santa Cruz

O0ld nucleated town communication
point to wide agricultural area.
Crossroad.

Traditionz)l dispersed settlenent.

Valleys uith irrigation agriculture. -

Traoditional old town in Decline-Irri-
getion. Agriculture and ipcal small
industries.

Traditional old town. Provincial
Capital and Center of wirde traditio-
nal agricultural area of over 40
communities.

Nucleated traditionzl agricultural
settlement. Irrigation zoricultural
and small reservoirs.

Traditional dispersed cno nucleated
agricultural comunities.

Comando or Villa Bush in Yapzcani area - Road town - cen-

ter of colony.
Faia © Norte

Fzia 9 Sud

San Carlos

Buena Vistz

Dispersed colony

Dispersed colonv
1%-25 years old.

Traditional cambz town foundesd 1770:zZ.
Remains traditionsl.

Old traditicnal cambz town on crossroat
to Wavtyu colonv.



fov.

Nov.

Nov.

Nove.

Nov.
Dec.

Dec.

Dec.

e d
23

2L

25

26
27
28

29
ol
o?

ob

0%

Waytu

Sagvears

Mineros

S5an Jose

Sagrado Corazon
Same as Sen Jaose
Chane Independencia
Puesto Fernandes
Alonso

Faja Chorolgue

Santa Cruz
Lomitas

San Miguel

Santa Oruz

Cochabamba

Capinota

Tarata

Oldest colony in the area dispersed
settlement.

0ld traditional town in decline off
the main road.

0ld town in process of change - Cen-
ter of colonization zone.

Emergent nuclestion center of colony.
20 years old.

Declining nucleated center of colony.
Important only on weekend fairs.

Declining new town or center of colony.

Dispersed colonies perpendicular to
town road. 20-30 years old.

Uld dispersed settlement.
Cattle rising area.

0ld traditional town - Suruounding
dispersed settlement.

0ld traditional town in process of
change sorucunding dispersed communi-
ties - (Salinas, San Jose)



Dec. 12 Villa Tunari

Puente Vinchuta

Eterazamn
Litoral
Chipirird

Agropecuaria
Copacabana

.Dec, 13 Colonia Km. 24

Villa Tunari

Oct, 30 Tarija
Nov., 01

dain town in the Chhpare

Sunday Fair, three weeks old and
emerged as the bridge was damaged
by water cutting off traffic to
area beyand.

Center of Colony. Sunday Fair
Dispersed : 3lony

Dispersed colony

Private specialized enterprise

0ld dispersed settlement 40 years
old colony.

Asociacibn Sachapera-Villamontes

Data on Llaons del Chaco
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