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FORE WORD
 

The role of farm women has beenattending to 
diti ll acce d asbOu-ehold work., .... r. food forhfassistin i u i asfaring operations. This picture is fastWith *Wreand c nainmore femals. takix: up -ml---nThe .earnuins fr-om thi'*J outi-incoe ., , a UP s m t outside tnafarm.tomatt fo the farmsuir emi oYnt is An importantincome sourcmto most fanilies, of 

The rura.; womeu in Sr.,i Lanka have no.trcceivedthat they rightfulJ deserv.e the attentioufrom research.erg. te ion 

sri~ous.diarth of research Wormation on this H..ce,that this studyi cV subject. It isi a J.mt.. wy, ai11 hopedprovide sc.eInsight
into the activities .of. far women in Sr. lika.
 

The study attempts to examine the role of farm women 
therefarming and.housuehold 'work- in
 , :their eploymen in-agricultural andagricuLtural activities., extent.of unemployment ad underemployentthe skills-poSsessed by them andithe extent of'utilisation of chose
 
isa
 

skills for employmnent, P Poes.- 'The-report consists of'five separate
village studies fo1:lowed: by .dcomOsratve. analysis of.the cares.
The/data collecti.nfor the study was'dode ia the first half of 1976.
 
This study was undertaken by a team of researchers from ARTI
with Mr. C.M 
Wijayaratne 
as its co-ordinator. 
It was dune in
collaboration with the Farm women Extension Service of the Departmetnof Agriculture. Our thanks are due to cnem for their co-operation. 

S singhe 

February 1978. 
Director 

The views and .nterpretations in this publication are those of the author

and should not be attribited to the Agency for International Development.
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STUDY OF INCOME GENRATING ACTIVITIES FOR
 
FARM WOMEN
 

Zntraduationi a d Haeidcaogru 

The usiaritY of rural paople in the .country are eagaged in agri­culture. But several. studies have' .idtatedemploymaet and under-ewloymont a hg Wlo namong, he r'adul. There is,hammver, difficulty in'*samuins the levels-of utopoyumnundex-=ploym nt andin the rural aas as tbee 'is"often no sharpdistinction, between uarks.aW.laiure. veq ths p.o.1e who do nothave reaular. wt may not act.ively seeik ixrza work., DieguijidUVmpea!cnlao =1t~ iiirual AM@a siince v~ny ofperformed are calMried t6e jobsout at hom. This is Ai€ative od MMhandicraft industries where the how is donsid'wed the wok paat 

The contribution of rural women to tha household h~e bean tridi­tionally accepted -ai assistance in farming opr4a a.wwa­mnnt'and the prgparatin.of food for the family.. HCV er, JA thepresent operational structere of the family fezm in tbia cuwtry,the unmn's contribution to t&he develoymat, of Vie f'ina Gfiterprise will reain rather limited. Therefore, it is r4thar "ara­tive that new opportunities for womn's employment in andagriculture should be explored. 
'uta3i 

At presentq there is a d ictb ofinformation regarding the work and leizure pattarns of the fale
rural population and this study is.intenee to aihive the fgllov­ing objectives. 

Objectives
 

The general objective of 
this study is to i4mntify opportuifties
for the employment of rural women both within and outside agri­culture.' The specific objectives of 
the study based on the above 
general objectives ae ': 

(l 
 To examine the division of labour in the
 
farm households;" 

(2) To ascertain the present skills axd experiancas
of rural women which could hi utilisad in
possibie income generating activi'es. 

http:prgparatin.of
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(3). To examina thk opportuuities for mori 
intensive employment of rural woman 
in agriculture; 

(4) 	 To identify the infra-structura existing/needed for the deve.lopmant of euplayment
opportunities outside aPriculumsu for 
rural wo;m 

(5) 	 To ascertain the ecope of activities okvoluntary and non-voluntary oramaisatLons 
aPststinIn rural romn in gainful inployMnt;

(6) 	 To idantify speific incme genhrat4 acrtl.­vitiseso or off the farm -.or rural womenfor further developmt by the am Vuom
Extension Sarvice 'of the Deparscst of
Agrou ture., 

The stmdy was conducted in collaboration with the Farm Womn Nxtss­lon Gervice of ths Departent of Agriculture. It cuarLedwasin ,ive pro-aelected 	 outares 	 where larm Women Extension OffLows vat 

Se.lomon of Aze"a arai mVIt 
Of the 16 areas where extension officers of the+lam Women Eten­sion Service are operating the follqving 5 areas were purposively
selected 2 

(1) 	 lKliyapitiya - Reptesenting the coconut arma 
(2) 	 Rajangana - Representing A dzry zone coloni­

sation scheme 
(3) 	 Jaffna - Representing the Jaffna peninsula
(4) 	 Btiniwatte3 - Representing the mid country wet 

zone
(5) 	 Llmdupalatha Representing the YAzdyan area. 

Lists 	of villages where the Farm Wcmen Extasion Off ictars of 'theseareas 	 had their 	extension prograes vere obtainedvillages from each of 	 and two 
from the 	

the above areas were selected at rrdomlists; 	of villages provided. Except inselected from each 	 Jaffna the 'villagesarea came under one Agricultural ProductivityCoumittee area. A random sample of 30 households from eachvillage was selected for the purpose of the study. The housaeholderslist was used as the frame. 
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1 

TVe villages selected were 1 

(1) Kuliyapitiya . Weeraabuw, aud Madktmbur lla 
(2) Rajanana - Left bank tract 3 arA 29 Left 

bank tract 1(3) Jaffuna - Periyapalai and Sithauakny 
(4) 3 eminivatte - Nawwrugsa and KOMAMi 
(5) Xandupalatha - Litmeesla and kk dawala 

The collection of date was done by the Farm Women &,te uionOfficers in the respective areas. 

For convenience of discussion, the terms Kuliyapidya,Rajangaua, Jaffna, Beminiwatte and Kand-upalatha will*be used in the text to identify the respective studyareas. These terms also denote the range areas of
Farm Women Extension Officers.
 



I• SUDY AREA - KULIYAPITIYA 

7.111 a mcaPSuo,,CAg.Le 

Thc study reveale thac'out of tha 60 households, j7Z bdbot gn 5-7 mmbes and a ittle over a quartex bW 2.4 marn iftie the raide (15Z) had a family also ofThe teoal ftlivY Mber1 of over 8.the 60 hCUseholds betvetn teae of 14 rAn6, "-s 216. ,(f tacn 117 ue femals ad 99WWe males. Thus on the averae aiac houeslld bd tmfewla msuern belongingfesta yopuladLon In thesetovLl,.1luvathis age group. Tho7 proportion of.X~ s.Le~at p t .glas vacpulaion in ese slightlycop~ad to the figwue given in the 1971 bghsr when census for the are. 

Aa f or the 36a groups of males and tamalea, Tablea higher proportion o lemales 1.1 shavsin tha age group 14-20 and asimilar highr proportAou of mlos in the age group of 46-65. 
Table 1.1 Distribution of respondents of age
 

group 14-65 by thair age
 

Females Halej Total
N a 117 N . 99 N a 216ise Group No. z %No. No. Z 

14 - 20 34 29 19 20 53 25
21 -30 30 26 25 235 55 8531-45 35 30 29 30 64 3046'- 65 
 16 15 2626 44 20
 
Total 117 200 
 99 200 216 100 

As for ths educational attainmet of family mambers, Table1.2 shows that 12% and 8 of famles and males respectivelynave bad no schooling. 80 of those with no schooliasabe,. 35 year: of agq. None Vam
of them belong to th4 14"20 agegroup. Athough not significant, it i imortant to notethat move fealule mubers have had a highr a4ucsat~ (10'Level and above) w a coqaped Co nales. 



Table i. 2 Distributii., of tajdily ui'wr
thaag grou. 14-65.,b7 

of 
thbix; idQuction 

ale,an Miles
N i 117 N.' w99

410. z NoNo gabooljng, 
.14 12Uyto* GradO I 8

Grade 6 -to !0.' level 2 .? 232 .2 26 28
Pase 10' leel and42 6 44 d
 
29 .6 21otal, 92

.1.7 Z0? 99i 246
 

to daemsziniu thg -ditrision of' labourboldSM, ot memibergTAble L..3 re',ozg& that 48 
of the house. 

fdt'' Vb± 1..'321 are u e# x~1npge inl* rm,. non-t-jCh of 
No mdw~a re ezployew,,. 4n Off-g ~A £ull..ti he'uiap while only 107, axs 

~ a ii~~ 
.4it~ua =p~yad gActiv9.cjo ofvdtmon a b~sis.,so Of Zt La asn' te~ 
uict A 

thi 99 Oklas (80%) Z,. &eUgasedca a fu1lmaim baese.in agrali l~ or con-igicultug 
activjtiev

With ref arence to f eman =?~pOYmeut, only 3Z aye wlayed ou
ted' thefre ILIolvemeatcon a fujjl-tima';ricultural bjj*i *a'ractivities non.­a-d householdPectivelY.':. -The and hQ3 aspects reg-Tablehous70hold 8hw.hC47 '!ealesa irA~ eugaotchik6ie-On 4 fu .1-time -basisi axle~-22 in
basis spending more' than' One-

on.-.a part'tiM

hird'Of :thLthe number of hor .hiulds tiizs . -COUidrina 

dicate...Ihe neaA. for .am-
(60 in aum.zaer0. the .abov4 I.gures. in­t.i-timp Zmalehousehold Maiide3.s rauber -,o attendi ech househol, to 

male wmb'ers' the 
-i~ 't~ere' are.tw eof age group 1446i yearsthe average, pi oseodait couldc be assumed tha
for cnu fejUaib-iSOusd-4omlt. available 

.Antba =Imporu~t
th~at 

I-c rwith regZ4r. to f~eial*6.CMpiLoy=Ut37Zof- the 'female meimhera CMemP~loYe ig
bauis in ticir own 

es anpart-tlmfarmsB. The numb~r::oZ-ed in~ thi!,mzannar whe~i1expre~sed as 
ml aeV Mploy'­of farmers, both.fu** a p, 

. 

SentofmW q~rriekn bt thO UUMbero'.ZThus the. Contri~ution, of 4*ma.1GL *mber?.. to farigt 

With regard co. una -yrP' 4M
thgp~ t44q f4milY. m~embers, %ltkMpuber i.~tt1,e total1 unemploymentand only (none2% of males), there 

of the faci
CemalON and malesa. is ime-eUpjoymct ef.35% au;~ 22% of ot
rqkpcrtod uiLreploymnt4 fmaleu aqd Wza~ lwG~bWhen considarinq the 



of =der-'eCMloYment it is 	 seen that it is mOce acute in thecase 	 o females; 26%of females were unemployed wre thanone-thiLrd of the tima, while the corraespondiz figure for
ale, vas 7Z. 

Table 	1.3 Distribution of family mumbers of the 
age group 14-65 by the Allocation of

time for various vtiitie 
emales N w 117 mid Mas N - 99 

Farm- Off-frm Off-far House- Leisureing %pi- (non-as- hold tim 	 (not(own cult=&) riciz1turu) vok loyed)
farm) 

Fltie Fowales 3 3Mates 48 48 - -
-

31 26 47 40 - ­- 32 32 - 2- 8 
Part-tim Fowles 33 88mre than Maies 20 20 7

W. - 5 d 22 29 30 210' 7 12 22 7 7
1/3 of time 
Part-time, Females 11 	 a I I ­tos 	 haam ales 1 2 3 

a 7 10 93 	 2 12 2 L13 i1/3 of time 

The following observaticns may be made when the eployment of femaleambers is examined in relation to the age groups (Table 1.4) 
(a) 	 The contribution of female labour to farmingcomes 	 from those above 20 years of age; to be 

more specific from the above 3i years ?ge 
group;. 

(b) 	 Off-farm agricultural activities contributevery little by way of employment for female 
members; 

(c) 	 The majority of the members engaged in off­farm non-agricultural activities belong tothe 14-20 and 20-35 	age groups; the formax:group 	 being higher'as studeuts are also in­
cluded in this group;
 

(d) 	 The concribution to household work comesmainly from the female members above 20 yearsof age. Their contribution was mostly on a
full-time basis. The contribution of femalemembers of the 14-20 age group was smallerand was mostly on a part-time basis. 

\0
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'table 1.4 Distribution .f female mbers
according to ago and employment 

Farm-
 Off- Off-farm House- Llauaing aNo.offarm non-agri- hold time respon­(own agri- culture work (not em-farm) dents incul- .(including ployed) cach agecure students) 
group 

14-20 tlul,-tims 0 0. 15 (44X)
Pa t-im6 (2r, 1 3 ) 12 (35%Z) 0
20-35 FuiLl-tima 0 0 13 (38 5) 12 (.151) 34 ( 0 )10 (24%) 27 (64V) 0 "' 

0-5F.lie .12001(29W) I US) 0 (2)27(4)Part-time1 ( ?1) 12 42Usx. (200o""Over Full-time 2 ( 5%) 0 3 ( 71) 31 (78%) 1 ( 8)35 Part-tim 25 (62%) .1 (25) a (200)16 (3% 41 (101S5) 
I.3 PA6en&V ebnt Pat4A 

o6 Farn~j Meffr=e4 
Of the 46 males who were .invo.ved in off-faim ac.Ivtit@e,
study revealed thethat about' on.e-.third. were vorkig .aan labourg-1,equal proportion wera 
n white-collr/salaries jobs 6.g.as clerks, teachers and-in othir goarnmvent jobs, about Aquarter were self-.employed and the balance were employed iu
such skilled jobs asrmechanica and masons, 
Of the 21 female
who were also involved in 'off-farmactivities, .712 were intextile weaving, 20% tn white-collar jobs and the .balamcewere labourers or self emplyed(Table 1.5). 

Table 1.5 Employmen of. family members of,
.age 14-65 years .in off-farm activities 

Females. Males
 
N "21Activity N -46


No. 
 % No.
 
Textile weaving

Manual labour is ?z

1 5
Trade 14 30 
-

Clerical work 
- 5 21 

" 
Mechanical work - 4 0 
-Teaching - 4 9 

Masonry 3 24 3 7 
*Other kinds of - 3self-employment - 71 5 7 25Other kinds of government

employment 
 1 5 
 6 .3 
Total 
 21 zOo 46, 100 

Number employed in off-farm

activities expressedais
percentage aof the total" 46X 
 l8
 

Brick making, carpentry, sale of
 
fipnnri. qau4,u a~P 

mailto:ac.Ivtit@e


1.4 	 Sowte 06 Income 

The total annual cash inComS of the 60 househo-dA is shm 
in Table 1.6. 

Table 1.6 Distribution of' households by their 
annual cash incoe 

9 60 
Annual income Numbrx of Percentage of 

households households 

Upto. 1,000 4 71,001 -2,000 	 20 33'2,001 -.3,000 
 16 

3,001 	- 5,000 13 

27 
225,001 -. 8,000 5 8

Over 8,000 2 3 
Total 60 100
 

It is seen from the above Table that ,0%of 
 the households 
received an annual cash income of less han Rs 2,000 a year. 
In the case of all households included in the 	study, inconofrom 	agricultural sources contributed substantially to thetotal cash income. 92% and 46Z of the families respectivelyreceived cash incomes from 	the sale c. highland produce andpaddy, The incom from paddy was less than the inco=from 	highland crops. However, it should be noted that thecash income does not include the value of the 	proportion ofpaddy that is used 	for' home cQnsumption. Further, the 	extentof paddy land opsrated oy the respondents was smaller thanthat of the highland. 

Table 1.7 Distribution of households by their 
annual income from the sale of 

agricultural produce 
N - 60 

Paddy Highlaid Tocal salesIncome group 
 No. 2 NO. No. Z 
Upto 500 11 18 16 27 14 23.01- 1,000 8 13 16 i527 	 251,001- 2,000 8 	 13 15 25 14 23Over 2,000 1 2 a 	 13 17 00 

Total 
 28 	 16 55 92 60 Z00
 
Looking at the 	income from sources outside agriculture, It isseen 	that those engaged in white-collar jobs - teachers andclerks had received cash 	iuvmes higher than chose of personsengaged i4 other activitise. Weaving, which was the 	mostimportant single source of employmnut for 	female membera, bd 



9 
brought income5 even 'lover thaMJoritY frgu maau&l labour. Theinvolved in weaving had received incomesRs 500 a year, the income Iegg thanfrom labour ranged betwean as 590and Rs 4,00o with the majority receiving Ra 1,000 to As 2,000while the white-collr jobs Yielded ov 
 Rs 2,000 and gomeeven over Rs 4,O0. The others indicated in Table 1. are
skilled jobs perfoed only by men. 

1.5 S A.LPo4e ed by Fa.i ,yMembtt 
Fort-y one per cent (41Z) of the faiale mwbersskills; pneoassedthe majority being in somtextile weaving, Althoughis sean from Table 1.9 itthat 30 mmb=er. Possessedtextile waving. only 15 ukills inwere employed in itThe skills possessed by the f eale membars 

(Table 1.5).
in sewing andmt Weaving had not led Lo employment. 

Table ;.9 
 Specific skills possessed by 
family members

Sllles 
Males 

Skills 
 No., Z No;,
Textile weavi.ng 30 61 -Mat weaving 13 27 .Sewing 
4 8Typing and shorthand 
 I 2Carpentry 


- 5 24DL5OITy
Mechahical ­skill .4 29-
Driving - 5 24 

-Brick-making - 5 2d 
- - iToddy tapping 
 - - 1

Trained teacher intextile weaving 1 2 
Total 

­

49 iU0 
 21 200
 
Of the 32 resptndencs who recalidthese the _ou'rcws of learning ofskills, the majority (78%" said that theyfortual participation. leant throughThese memberstextile weaving could have' referred towhich is usually learnt through formal parti.­cipation while the rest would have referred co mt weavingand sewing which .are usually learnt through informal means. 

1.6 SI.z,&DJ Aed by Famiy Mcmb.
 
Table 1.10 
shows the various skills which the family members
expressed the desire to learn. Of the 37 membersed desire to learn-skills, 26 were 

who express­
female mebers.35Z Of themexpressed the wich to learn handicrafts, 23% showed
interest in sewing, while 15% wished to learn textile weaving.The primary reason stated by the respondents for acquiringnew skills was to meet family needs as well as to perform
services for payment.
 

http:weavi.ng


Table 1.8 Iis;ribution of family members ;y theit annual
 
cash income from non-agricultural sources
 

N - 67 

Income Group Weaving Labour 
Teaching Clerical Driving Trade lasonry Mechanics Others Total
 
No. No. No. Z No. Z o. Z No. Z 
No. Z No. No.Z No. 2
 

Less than Rs 500
 
per yaer 11 16 . .
 .1 
 1 1 1 14 21 

Rs 500-1.000 
per year 4 6 3 5 - . . . . . . 2 3 2 3 1 1 1218 

Ra 1,000-2,000 
per year - 10 15 - 3 5 7 1 1 1 6 9 25 37 

Rs 2,000-49000
 
per year 2 3 3 5 4 6 . . . . .- 3 5 12 18 

Above R4.000 
 - 3 5 . .. .. ."- 4 6 



Table 1.10 Specific 3kills that fawily iemra 
liked to learn 

Females Males 

Batik" printijLng 
6Sewing 23 o -6 -Textile weaving _ 

Other- handicrafts 
4 -i_ 

Kerhanical 9 36skill - -
 7 70Agriculture 

-Otbe ' q, - .30 

Totxl 26 !00 t0 oo 
The study ravealed that.In addition to learning eg was verYpopular tzogsewn .sles.aasU94skill,"eWin$ was exprssed by the desize to learn
weighted-by thfe 

90% of them. This probably is muchfact-that 45Z ofService. the bOWtolds payIt'wajj a~io'revealed for thisthat out of27 possess thts 60 housghlds.,their own'sqvtag mechines, 
17 Home GW.A W'~ian~d 'Poutu
 

In spite of 
 the fact
economically that home gardening is desirable bothand nutmiionally,respondents it was found that 46% ofdid not ut: lise zheir thevatiou. The bown gardensstudy re':',led !or culti­out of. the59 had enough space 

that 6(, "-usehod,to u31ntai-about half of the home garde s..households did-noto gr.. 
& reason Whyw mainly the lack of 

w teir own vogetablstime#,hile areferred to nou-availabiliLy of 
very,*small Pcentageseeds and probleno of supply­inwter.About 

maintain home 
one-fifth of the households that did nothome garden. gardena expressedNevertheless, no interest in maintainingprofitability 98Z cf tite households a

and benefits realised thethat .could-be derived from homegardening. " 
As for keeping poultry the 
study, reveased
holds raised poultry., tnxt only 12 bousu­
birds;* All 

The uze of flocks ranged from 2the birds were of indigenous to .10raised as scavengers. The 
breeds and werereasonof those who given by noarly two-thirddid not keep poultry Waspoultry keeping. that they did not lU AOther reasons wear lackto obtain chic';s ars4 
of capital, Ln'bilIty

poultVYh ua4. ac.t* a4 the lagk at isThe sbovo to~ nsi ascop e for developeun di suss n ahowqof h" wdt, tgt 1 e ocghi taPtokepG bLU thin Ls oarea,. -ohug

pondeat. ,
had xtated that they ~Wea goad uubw of "t Vili1j; to. keep poultry,then usy chap~s their otttheir UhiShbO'jg 5uiutALU uces 'u4cs on festalsful Poul~try houses.. 
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;, Ckewation ad Im-ome Geneqating.
Activitie, 6o& Fau, Women~ 
The !q7,lowing observations may be made on the basis of res­pondents' view& on the possibility of creating small scale in­come generating enterprises for rueal women, uEing bothlocally available and transported raw materials. 

With reference to the utilisation of locally available material
a little over one-third of the respondents stated the possi­bility of starting a coir baged1 industry, mat weavin usinraeds and rush and aking curic, and handicrafts using 'wetavdis also available in substantial quantities. As for the 
wch 

problems asaciated with these enterprises, it 'as statedthat marketing difficultia were a major probli. A breakdownof various problems stated.uy the respondents ;ith regardthese enterprises to
is given in. Table 1.11. 

Table 1.13. Problems associated with income 
generating activities with locally

available raw materials 
N - 25 

Problem 
 No. of z
 
respondents 

Marketing difficulties 
 16 .64
 
.Lack of organisations to
 

provide necessary training 
 6 24

Lack of establis"ed vorking


places 
 3 22
Lack of capital for individuals
 

to engage in these activities 2 a

Others 
 3 12 

As for the enterprises which could be created for femalemembers using raw materials transported from outside, themajority of respnndents (47%) favoured textile weaving.
Handicrafts using cane and plastic cane, beedi industry(102) and cosmetic industry (51) ,iere amoug the enterprisesmentioned by the respondcnts. It could be obse ved thatthe suggested enterprises are in keeping with the skillsexpressed by the majority of respoundnts. The problems ofthe above mentioned enterprises as stated by the respondents,were not much different from those that were expressed inrespect of enterprises utilising locally availible rawmaterials, except that the difficulty of obtaining the rawmaterials was stated as an additional problem. Marketing ofprcducts particularly those based on locally available rawmaterials seem beto the major problem affecting these 
enterprises. 

With regard to the possible enterprises that could be estab­
liqhnl 2nrA ovnmnA. mP h. n ,,,ev nf faaulaut. rho 
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majority of the respondents indicated tex-:.c,aich werv. forthe needed raw materials could be eaaily supplied.Coir products, mat weaving, beedi industry, handicraftsusing cane and plastic cane were also mentioned by the res­pondents as enterprises which could be createdfemales. for groups ofOf these, coir induhtry and Mat weaving are of
greater importance as the needed raw materials are readilyavailable in the area.
 
As for 
 the creation of the above menicnee siallprises icale enter­for female meabers, the majority (UO%)stated that there wasa of respondentsa need for organizationo/inat
to make available such opportunitie 
to rem. 
This indicates
the need for establishin Statetprivate seutor managed mull,scale industries which couldemploy 'ruralareas. The. women in r..alproblem refeered to earlier (Table 1ll)Supports alsothis view-. Such organisati.
. ;-ouldanmdle the marketin;. of. products 

be able to 
more effectively. 

With regard to the availability of local organisatiom,of the 60 households included in thestudy, little !ov 
out
 

have indicated 507
their knowledge of the presevce of localorgaunisations that could provide. training and othr servicesto rural women. These organisations are (i) RuralDevelopment Societies which provide training in
weaving and handicrafts, textile
and possible supply of raw uiaterials.(ii)A private weaving ceatre which .provides training as
well as employment. 'Inspite of the availability of
training facilities, only 2% out ofbeen.trained the 60 respohidents havein textile weaving and handicrafts.mainly due This isto the -lack of initiativemembers to ake" use on the part of theof the services. This tendency may bedue to the perceived usefulness of the training and could becorrected by extension activities. 
As for the nature of organisationz, "e'iired 
by threspon­dents, 73Z of them stated women's organisations like 'hilZaSamntih" and Kulagana S ',thi", whilerespondents named 4g and 332 of the,ual Devel,.pment Societies andFarmers' Clubs Youngrespectively.
organisations The assistarre that thesecould provide ising mainly the provision of train­and making available raw materials for small scale homebased products. Provision of inputs should be coupled withthe marketing of the product. 



2. STUDY AM - RAJAWWA 

The stwy covered 64 households. An equal rubar of house­holds was inluded from cach of the 3 tracts selected,nmely, Re4jaua lft bank tracts 2 and 3 and Rajangama left
bank tract 1. 

1! Pe,ome,e& , "t+a 

FawUII S~z~o A7(u and aducation 

1amily size in the selected sampie averaged 4-5 members,figure which is a
little below the average family size inrural sector. Nearly half of the households had between 

the 

5-7 members, 28Z of tha households had 2-4 mebers, whileonly 19Z hae. a family -ize of 7.over Total population ofthe 64 households between tha age of 14 and 65 was 189.Of these 98 were males and 91 were females. Thus on theaverage each househo!_ had 3 members belonging co this4ge grcup. The Table below gives the breahuiown of populationbetween the ages of 14 and 65, agevise. Uighest proportionof the female population (between the ages of 14 and 65)fell into the age group 21-30 years, while among the males
this group accounted for 272 of izs totaZ. It is also seen.from the same Table that 68% of the to.::' female population(between. the age of 14 avd 65) are b..,wi ,fa 14-30 years of 
age.
 

On the whole, the younger a e groups are predo~inant in thethree selected tracts of the Rajangani scheme, and this 1s inkeeping with the national demographic patterns. 
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Table 2.1 Distribution of family membe%-s of
the age gruup 14-65 b their age 

N - 189" 

Females
Agegoup Hales TotalN- 91 N - '98 N - 189(years) No. z No. I No. % 
14-20 
 24 26' 29 30 
 53 2821-30 
 38 42 
 26 2? 64 3431-45 25 28 
 28 
 29 53. 28
46-65 
 4 
 4 15 2is 19 20
 
Total 
 91 100. 98 100 189 200 

With reference to the educational levels of family members,the present study .reveeled that 92% ofbetween 14-65 years of 
the Population

age, have hadTwelve per cent 
some formal education..(12%) of. the fegalas andhave had 5Z of the mlagijno school-.ag, while only 45% of the total have hadover 6 years of schooling. *Itis also seci from the. sumTable that only 7Z of the population betweenage had 14-65 years ofan education of lo' level cnd above. Further,were only 10 students in the thert 

age group .14-20 years. Thesefigures supports the view that in .the selected area, theieis a general tendency not to proceed beyond 8 or 9 yers.of schooling... 

Table 2.2 Distribution of family mqmmbers.,of
che:ava group 14.-65 by their education 

N " 189 
Level of Females. Males-.. Totaleducation No. % No. z No. z 
No schooling 11 12 5 5 16 9
Upto Grade 5 38 42 51 52 89 47Grade 6.to '0' level 35 
 10 36. 37 71 38Passed '0'level.and: 
above 
 7" 8 6. 6 13 7 

Total 
 91 100 
 98 1100 
 189 200 
2.2 Matvuhip od Liveatocfk and Land 

Land Okmership 

Although the selected area is located in a colonisation
scheme, neither the land ownernhip nor theshows uniformity among The 
extent operated

the households..that42Z of study revealedthe farmers operated hol'"ngs of 1.1-3.0while acres38% operated holdings between -. 1-5.0 acres. Withregard to the lowland, the majority (67Z) of the respondentsoperated holdings of 1.1-3.0 acres of laud. In general 

http:school-.ag
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the extents of highlands operated by the respondents weresmall. The situation with regard to land operated and landowned by the respondents is given in Table 2.3. 

Table 2.3 Distribution of households by operable 
land and land ownership 

N - 64 

Upto Over
I acre 1.1-3.0 3.1-5.0 5 acresNo. 2 No. Z No. 2 No. z 

Loland operated 3 5 43 67 1 2 0 0Homestead opor&ted 
12 .19 0 0 0 0 0
Other highland

0 

operated 37 58 24 38 1 2 0Total operable land 7 11 27 24 
0

42 38 6 9Land owned ' 12 19' 27 42 22 34 1 2 

Omership of Livestock 

In spite of the fact that agriculture plays an important rolein the economy of the selected area, the study revealed thatthe rearing of livestock was not done on a wide scale. Asindicated later in the report, none of the households hadobtaiaed any cash income from livestock. Only 10 households(16%) reported the ownership of neat cattle, 4 households(6%) reported the ownership of buffaloes, whiLe only 3households (5%) reported the ownership of poultry. The break­down of the ownership of livestock is given in Table 2.4. 

Table 2.4 Distribution of households by the
 
ownership of livestock
 

N - 64 

0 1-2 3-4 
 Over 5
No. of No. of Yo. of 
 No. of

house- house- house- !ouse­
holds Z holds Z holds Z holds 2
 

Neat cattle 54 84 8 23 1 2 1 2Buffaloes 60 94 2 3 1 2 1 2Goats 
 64 100 ­ - - - - -Poultry 61 95 1 2 1 2 1 2Pigs 
 64 100 ­ - - - - -
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a.3DA44Jopt6 LabowtTbe2.5 givesTable d.5ivs he breakdow h o ,Z~ oof Of the Populatinthe economy of taour. on the basij
ine th~ecotoa The Pzedomxi em of agricultureothe R i.angana schemeis seen from the Table%'ile the ttal volume Of*a W part-tim.is nonfam emPloymet, -both full-tinot significMt.
 
Out of 
 the male cembers,
On full-tie basis, 

68% are working on heii ownwhile another far= 
on part-time basis sp-nd"ng 20Z work l their own farmare than one-rOn the "other han4, d of their time.in te case ofengaged in one's' Own farm 

female members only 6Z
Howev, activities on full 

are 
65% of..female time basis.family members are
farm activities engaged in ona'sfor more own

equal number than one third of thi, ziui.of female members . A.
hounehold chores reported thei- involvemnton full-time inbasis.holds (64) is taken If the nunber of house­into account,the need for at least one 

the above figures indicatefemale meabr to attendhousehold to thechores. 

It could be concluded that the majority oj female Membersin the area a- mainly engaged -householdaddition work. Into those engaged full-time -in hou&eho!Of th female fam i ly k~- "- - "-- .. .. work.24= , I.: ;~K24 %
 oth female%0ailthan o-thiy-devo tethetme stated. ies- that they devotefor houuehold worethat they devote less than 
work while 1% statdone-third of the time on such work. 

study reveaJeThe that em]jent fromactivities is off-farm agriculljanot significant in the Selecte
could -be dte area. Thrsto the' fact*& ;t sincescheme, almost all this is a colonisationthe farmarsholdings have sujfic.Let xtantsand the majority ofof farmers maLge-their land using family labour only and 
to cultivate 

demand for agricultura as a consequencelabour thethe sae Table that is less.the number of It is also seen fromed female family mamboes engag­in off-farm agricultural activities is higher whenpared to"male com­uembers. 

As for the time spent an non-agaricultural activities by the
family members, the study revealed. that' 33the age group 14-65 family members ofyearsactivities are engaged in non-agricultural(inciuding schooiing)'eitber-on
time basis- Of full-time or partthese 10are student..showing-the distribution offamily 

A further breakdown' 
according to - members of age 14-65 years,their empl9mnlt in non-a ,,icultur.l activtiesis given in Table 2.7.­

I-V 

http:part-tim.is


Table 2.5 Distribution of family mambers oi cuxo 
age group 14-65 by ths allocation of
 

tim for various activities
 
Females .91 Males N ' 98
 

Farm- Off-farm Off-farm Haase- Leisure
in (agri- Non-agri.. hold ti.= (U t 

(own culture) culture work eployed) 
farm) (ilc.wiing 

students) 
No. Z No. Z NO. Z No. Z No. z 

Female 5 6 1 1 4 4 59 65 - ­

68 - - 17 -.? -Hales 67 


Patr-time Feules 59 65 6 7 3 3 22 24 84 92
 
ire than Males 20 20 1 1 8 8 4 4 90 92 
1/3 of time 

Part-time Females 3 3 4 4 - - 1 1 5 6 
less than Hales 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 6 6 
1/3 of ti
 

Table 2.6 Distribution of femle mebers 
according to age and mploumt 

H - 91 

Farm- Off- Off-farm House- Leisure No. of 
ing farm nou-agri- hold tim respon­

(own 
farm) 

agri-
cul-
iure. 

culture 
(includivg 
students) 

work (not am 
-ploy-

ed) 

dents in 
each age 
group 

No. Z No. .Z No. Z NO. z No. z No. z 

14-20 Full-time
Part-time 

i 411.46 -
2 

-
8 

4 - 1? - 145 58
2. 

-23 -96 24 100 

21-35 Full-time 2 4 1 2 - - 34 68 - - 50 10 
Part-time 37 74 6 12 2 4 13 26 50 zoo0 

Over Full-time 2 12 - - - - 11 6. - ­
35 Part-tim 14 82 2 12 1 6 5, 2& 16 9417 200 

Table 2.6 examines the eMloyment of female meebers in rela­
tion to their age. Here too as in Kttliyapitiya the contri­
bution to farmin- came mAin1 from the older family =mibers. 
However, with regard to household activities, the full-time 
contribution of younger members was substantial. This may be 
due to lack of avenues of employmsit as well as out of school 
educational facilities. 
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Table 2.7 FApioymen of family m(mbaf o£ 
age 14-65 years in non-agricul­

ttral activities. 
(eMludin, student.) 

males. males Toal 
N''- 3' N - 20 N -P23.* . . NNo. •Z No. Z 

Salaried oc vhita-collar
 
OWloym nrt .'•.,illed workers •

e&=cudin- .taztile verave* " 
-

NonagVcultural - 6 30 6 2labourers -9 95Buaii=as 9 3
-3 5 3 13Other kdnds of self-employ-,.

ment"' 
3 109 1 5 4 17Total 3 200 20 0000 

Includes carpenters, tailors, barbers 
and blacksmiths.. 

IncludL s jaggery making, sewing, mat­
waving. 

The total number engaged in non-famtime and part-time). is eployment (both full­not very significant being onlyof the total .,populaion of 122the age group 14-65years.ag!:icultural 'labour''which 'tccounts 
Non­

the most important among for 39Z o5~ the total isthe v.riouq avenues of ployment,while skilled 'aorkers (26%) contit:uteCategory.. .Oly the next largest3. female .members reported engaged in non­agricultural employment.' 
As fo=. unemployment amnong family members14-65 years, ol :he age groupthe study reveals that considerable part-timsemployment exists In the selected:area. 
As seen in Table2.3 almost all the family members in thi& a3e group reported
under-employment. This is 
employment activities" in 

mainly due to lack of off-farm 
the area. 

2.4 SowmA 6 dIncome 
Only the sources, of cashtained through incom of the families werethe questionnaire ascer­survey.(a) Sale of paddy in the 

For this purpose-.crop year;
produce; (b) Sale of highland(c) Sale of livestock products;from off-fam employm and (d) Incomeand other sources,Table 2.8 classifies were enumrated. 
annual 

the 64 households according theiI cash income'. toThe majority ofreceived an annual cash the farm families r (26)incom of Rs 3,000 to._14 families received .5,0009 Whileam annual cash ucom.It is also seen-from the 
of over Rs 5,000.sme Tabla that income from agri­



culture accounts for more than 85% of the total annual cashincome of practically all households. This shows the pre­dominance of agriculture in the economy of the selected area.
The proportion of income from agricultural sourcqs washigher among low income groups. In spite of the fact -hatthis is a colonisation scheme, inequality' in ioc e distri­
bution is seen alkhough to a lesscr degree. 

Table 2.8 Distribution of househAds by their 
annual cash receipts 

N w 64 

Annual cash ofNo. Percentage Proportion from
receipts households of houaelio34s agricultural 

sources
 

Upto 500 4 6 100501 - 1,000 3 5 100
1,001 - 2,000 11 17 75
2,001 - 3,000 6 9 100
3,001 - 5,000 26 41 88
5,001 - 8,000 
 8 13 91


Over 8,000 6 9 85 
Total- 64 100 88 

As for the income from different agricultural enterprises,
the study revealed that income from paddy was very much
higher when compared to that from highland, while none of thehouseholds reported any cash incomes frGm livestock. Table2.9 shows the composition of agriciltural income in which the"figures refer to cash incomes only, leavirg out the value
of agricultural produce that is used for home consunption.
Sixty three per cent 
(63%) of the houseiolds derived an
annual cash income of above Rs 2,000 frow paddy, while the
annual cash receipts from highland wa3 only 4Wp RR 500 for 
41% of the households. 

Table 2.9 Distribution of houaeholds by *heir 
annual cash income from the sale of
 

agricultural produce 
N - 64 

Annual cash 
rceipts 

Paddy 
No. Z 

Highland 
No. Z' 

Livesock 
No. Z 

Total 
No. 2 

Upto 500 
500 -. 1,000 

1,001 - 2,000 
2,001 ­4,000. 

Over 4,000 

0 
8 
7 

28 
12 

-
13 
11 
44 
19 

26 
6 

13 
4 
0 

41 
9 

20 
6 
-

0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

-
-
-
-
-

4 
3 

11 
24 
22 

6 
S 

17 
38 
34 
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Th study revealed tha tagriculture is 
the cash income from sources outsidenot so sXgn.fian-aricultur" when coma%udsources. to that fromly 18 (28%) households derived any
cash incoaes frm offf-faAC,=mily members -.oyMec. Twenty three (23)in these 18 households were engaged in off­farm activities and their annual cash income& are given inTable 2.10.
 

Looking 
at sources of income out;dt.: agriulcure,that non-agricultural labour it is
sow'ct and skI1 1ed seen 

of income despite the fact. zha 
Trk are the urin 

It is also seen from the 
they yield low incoxas.same Table that nonefamily members receive any of the ffmalgcashetc., 4hich are the main 

incume froci weaving, knittingsourcesThough of vNploymntthree female Members reported for thr. 
Zarm activities their involvement(Table 2.7), in off­
income out of they do not de:_iveit. It should also any cashof be notedthe female population of zhat more than 90Zthe ageder-employment. 14-65 years reportedThe 
very foregoing discusion 1ndi'ataslarge proportion, of thmt a area female membersis not adequately employed 'n the selectein fruitful incomeg-cmeratinactivities.
 

As for rhe ability of the farmexpenses familieswitho ,t obtaining loans, 
to meet day-to-day

42% ofported their iuability tO do 
the resporsents re­sov 
while the remaining 58%
stated that they could meet the famil:
borrowing. expenses without
However, those who abtained loans stated that they
borrowed only upto R.!7 

wete 503 per aunum. Tradera-and neighboursthe main sources of credit, the Sormer beingimportant the rMostsource.
 
As for expenditure

that 83Z 

on food and Llothiqg, the stud7 reveledof vhe households spend.family incom up to 25%'of thei-ron totalclothing, while 66' of the houreholds spendover 75% of their income -on food.
 
2.5 SeVA Poueued by Famu4 Membek, 

The specific 6Akills possessed by the kamilyhelp in planning any form oi 
m mbers which couldincouethem were ascertained. ganeratins activities foronly With reference to the mae population,3 membei.s reported possessiag certain,specific skills andthey were - carpentry, motor mechanism and hair dressing.However, in the caste of females, 29 members reported possess­ing specific skills. 

possessed by female 
As seen in Table 2.11 the popular skills

weaving of bags 
family memjers are vat weaving (55%) andand othek similar items (41Z). Amns theother skills possessed by female mew-bers wereknitting, sewing andtextile w6Aving nd handicrafts. 

est Ava ocme 



Table 2.10 Distribution of households by their annual 
cash income from non-agricultural sources 

M - 18 

Annual cash 
income 

Non-agricultural 

labour 

No. Z 

Salaried 
white-
collar 

employment 
No. Z 

Skilled 

work 

No. z 

Other types 
of self-
employment 

No. z 

Trade and 
other 
sourcc 

No. Z 

Total 

No, I 

Upto 500 2 .1 - - 2 1 2 .4 1 C 4 22 

501- 1,000 

1,001 - 2,000 

.2,001 ­ 4.00n 

Over 4,000 

1 

2 

3 

-

6 

11 

17 

-

-

-

1 

-

-

6 

-

1 

2 

1 

-

6 

11 

6 

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

1 

1 

-

6 

6 

2 

4 

7 

11 

2? 

39 

6 

Total 8 4 1- 6 6 33 3 .17 3 17 1 100 
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Table 2.11 Specific skills possessed-by
 
family members
 

N a 29
 

Skills No,
 

Textile weaving 4 24 
Mat weaving 16 3
 
Seving and knitting / 24 
Handicraft 1
 
Weaving bags and other"similar itas 12 41 

However, on comparing these potential skilla with the off-farm 
employment situation of female family nimbers, it is seen 
that the skills poseessed by them have not been adequately
utiliso. Futher, nothese,- skills iuAe contribution to the
family income. Although ,there is scope for utilising the skills
possessed by the female labour force, in income &nerating
activities,, large sc'le employment utilising such skills may
create problem ia the light of the low market potential for 
the end-products. 

Contrary to the expectations, 66% stated that they learnt 
these skills through formal participation, while 1t5z reported 
learning through informal means.
 

As for the interest shown by the respondents to' learn specific
skills, the study revealed that 43 female memberR expressed
the desire to lear, skills. Of these, 88% liked to be
trained in sewing, 26% in" aitting, 19% in'wewving, while 92
each Wished to be trained l. handicraft work and mat weaving. 

However, when giving reasons for wanting to learn the above
mentioned skills, the majority (66%) of the respondents
stated that they ould like to learn those skills only to 
meet family requirements; while only 29% reported sale or
employment as additionul reasons. This indicates that al­
6b1ugh'a majority have learnt that skills by formal partici­
pation, the purpose of learning- had been to satisfy family
requirements ma nly. Female members do not consider these
 
skills (except probably textile weaving? 4s important for'
 
purposes of employment. They consider these skills more as
something female, mebers -should be fmailiar with. 

Further the study revealed that 70Z of the respondents did 
not sew their own clothes. Of these, 72Z paid for sewing of
their clothes. Majority of the family members expressed
theix, desire to be triAed in sewing. Only 9 households 
had their own sewing-machines. 



2.6 Home GaAdemng and PoatV., 
Of the tote. respondents, 93% were aware of the advantages
of home gardening. 
As for the availability of land for this
 purpose, 94% of the respondents reported the oimnership of a
plot of land for home gardening. C7 these, 4&; were betwen0.6-1.0 acres, 29% were beLveen G.5-0.5.acieL, while another
12% were between .125-.25 acrn in size. 
Further, the study
revealed that the majority (92%) of :he farm families in the
area produced vegetables foia consumption in their home 
gardtas. Problems of providing waterand pcor quality ofsoil were the main reasons given by th se who did not have
home gardens, for not having a h,,ae garden. 

Unlike home gardening, only 6% og the respondents were on­gaged in poultry keeping despite the fact that it is a pro­fitable enterprise. This is in contrast to the situationfound ia Jaffna where poultry keeping was a popular activity.Lack of interest and difficulty in buyiag meta, chicks,
etc., were the main reasons giv.n by the respondents for not
keeping poultry. 
Table 2.12 lists the reasons given by the
 
respondents in detail.
 

Table 2.12 
 Reasons for not keepir.g poultry
 
N - 59 

Reasons 
 No. of 
 % of
 
respondents respondents
 

Lack of knowledge and experience 4 7Lack of capital 

14
Difficulty in buying neLs, chicks etc. 20 

e 
3
Lack of interest 
 20 30
Crop damege caused by birds 
 12 
 20
Lack of time 
 2 
 3
Theft 


2 
 3
 

Those who were engaged in poultry keeping adopt rhe free
range system of rearing poultry, and 50% of their poultry are
of indigenous breeds. 
Therefore, it should be noted that
there is great scope, for introducing poultry keepng on
scientific lines. 
 Unlike in Kuliyapitiya, none c! thc 
res­pondents expressed their uwillingness to adopt poultry keep­ing, slthough some expressed cheiz disinterest.
 

2.7 C'wtion o6 Incomre GenReca.tjal
k.tivtieA6do' Faauw Woment 
In obtaining the views of the possibility of small scale en­terprises which could be set up for rural womer,for the pur­pose of creating income generating activities from locally
available raw materials, as well as raw materials, which
could be brought from outside, the study revealed that the
majority of the respondmts have shown their unawareness in
this renard and did not respond.
 



With reference to the creation of income grzc-,ating activities
that could be created by using loCally..avaKLable 
raw materials,
o2% of those who responded stated the possibility of bags and
mat weaving using rush (U~Pj)indu-try, processing of 
as the ra')material.alf0 sate manioc lu hancmabytheresondatfl6our,.
a1ao stated by handicraftst etc.,.Paperthe respondnts were 
as shown in Table 2.13.
 

Table 2.13. 
 Income generating activities thad 
 could4vCbeated using localiy available raw

mterials. 

N -18 
Raw aterial 
 Activity 


a. 
 ef
 

t.4SPondet2
 
Rush ('Pan') 
 egs and mat weavig' 13
' and 'li'weavi 62 

leaves* 

Bags and mat weaving


Straw Paper industry 20Manioc Z 10
Preparation of flour 
 2 10Wcod Carpentry 
 "
 'Kambu' (wood) -Handicrafts
 

As for the respondents views 
on the problems associated
with the enterpi'ises mentioned above, it was stated that lack
of knowledge and experience wa 
a major problem. 
Lack of mar­keting facilities, andtriansip rt difficultie' 
were also men­tioned as problem. associated rirh"the
Posaesco e2~t'ed - .,_ "nter ""the activitiesby t i Cimil were' a..c _.. . prises. Most ofance with the skills
possesc d by the family mewjers.
experience was identified as 
As the lack of knowledge anda major problem, it is likely
that even the skills posseqsed (s:,ch as mat weaving) need
further improvement or refinement if they are to be used in
income generating activities.
 

With regard to 
the income generairi.g activi:es using raw mat­erials brought from outside, the majority of the resoondents
suggested textile weaving, whiie a few resondents mcioned
the possibilizies of making bags
paper with straw. 
with cana and manufacturing
As for the possible problems associated
with the enterprises, the majorit-
 .
reported lack of knowledge
and experience while a: smaller number reported the non­availability 
o 
a Zupply channel for necessary raw materials.
 

From the above discussions 
we may arrive at the following
concluazions 
:
 

(a) Only a very small number of female family members
interviewed consider the above enterprises "as
Possible income generating activities for them.
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(b) 	 Even those who consider the ab,74e eraer­
prises important need assistance in the 
form of supply of raw materials and mar­
keting of produce.
 

(c) 	 The scope for expansion of cottage type 
of enterprises mentioned above (such as. 
bags and mat weaving, handicraft indus­
tries etc)., is limited due to the 
limitation of markets. 

d) 	 The other industries mentioned, Luca as,
 
paper and flour induxtry are usually
 
large scale enterprises.
 

e) 	 Sam of the skills possessed by and
 
desired to Le learnt by family members
 
such as, textile weaving, sewing and 
knitting have not been considered as 
impetant by the members for itcome 
generating activities. However, it 
appears that the greatest potential for
 
income generation lien in tapping these
 
skills and in generating employment with­
in agriculture and animal husbandry.
 



3. STUDY AREA - JAFFKA 

3.1 	 Pejrr4mg ChaeAitcA~rjj 
The study included 60 households; 30 each fra the oselected villages.' 

Panuly Size, A"e ad Wucation 
The av8rage Size of th ,' households m ari. 	 in the sample wa 5-6The at-, ,r-ta-- d1. tha. outof the.52Z had *between 5-4 	 0 ae-6ldmm s and 	38Z.had 2-4the remaining.loC.-	 01ess while-a.. 	 iy size of verage groups were predominant 	 7. The ymger

in the two.elected villa&"
6a ad . i. was in ktepijg.vith the" national dp&j,-& .' * e o I- ..-.-Pattetda.'*: mtotel population
-the a&d of 14 	

of the 60 hugehaolds betweento .65 if 184.' Of these,91 Voee'males. on 	
93 wee faales andThus the average each household had 3members Et.his age group.
 

A further-breakdown 
of. age groups is giv= inis seen rromi' 	 Table 3 .1,1t.S Table-that the highest PrOP rti.fem.e..'s fa.;t 	 f inof •gropin thle ier 
age. l4 - 2O.:O. the othe ha,t:. ...this. group 	bad..thelomwtwhie trou*.h".	 proportionr, rt 1 of'o* mlesb-alonged to the 21-31age group .
 

" L 3. ie ...
 istribution of fainy-members of the age 
group 14-65 	b. their!age 

Age group kemales M(alea(years) 	 Total.No. Z No. % 	 No. Z 
14-20 33 36. 17 2921-30 	 50.. .2722 24
31-45 	 28 32 50 .2?720 21 23 2646-65 	 43 24•1.8 is 22 24: 40 22.Total 93 	 .00 90 100 183 


In terms of educational .AttAIUM~t Of
stvy 	reealed that 7% of. the the respondents, thefmalashave h no schooling andall of. the 
and 3 of the =log 

age. 	 ere above 35.yeas ofIt is also seen from T e .2 that, more male vier-have taad -an educatjn .Qf ro0 levI l " a. be . a sto tbe famalea*. 	 reo 

200 
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Table 3.2 Distribution of family members ofthe age froup 14-65 by their education 

Level of
education Females 

Noa .ae 
N. I 

MaleT 

NO. Z 
Total 

No. 
No schooling 

UPto Grade 5
Grade 5 to '0' level 
Passed '0' level and

above 

6 

37 
37 

10 

7 
41 
41 

21 

3 
3C 
37 

lb 

35 
43 

19 

9 
67 
74 

26 

5 
.38 
ez 

15 
Total 90 100 86 100 176 200 

3.2 Nviv on od Labou& 

With regard to the division of labour of the.amily membersOf the age group 14-65, Table -3.3 reveals that only 21Z ofthe male population was engaged ful'.-time in farming. 
In-addition, 101 Of the male members are engaged in agriculturalactivities in their Own farms for more than one-third of the timewhile 25% are engaged fcM less thn. one-third of the tim. Only onemale gained full-time employment from off-farm agriculturalactivities, while 4Z of males were employed in off-farmagricultural activities on a part-time basis. on the otherhand, almost half of the males were engaged full-time in off­farm non-agricultural aativities, while nother 17Z spent partof their time on the sae. The above information shows theimportance of off-farm non-agricultur activities in provi­ding employmant to the males in the selected area, whilefarming remains as a secondary source in this re3ard. 
In determining the division of labour of the female members, thesame Table shows that none of the females were enga~ged in agri­cultural activities on a full-time basis, while only 122 ofthem gained part-time employmant in agricultural activities inones own farm. 

Ar in the case of males, female members in this area also gain­ed employment mainly from non-agricultural sources. While noneof the female members gained full-time eployment from agri­cultural activities, 27% of them were occupied in non-agricul­tural activities on a full-time basis (including students aswell). Another 12% of females were occupied in non-agricultur­al activities on a part-time basis. (The number of femalemembers engaged in non-agricultural mploy nt, i.e. excludingstudents was 16). In determnng the contribution of femalelabour to the family fawn activities, it was evident thattheir participatin in own farm 4ctivities was very low. Only12% of the female population was engaged in own farm agricul­tural activities on a part-time basis and this figure whanexpressed as a percentage of the number of farmers, both full­time and part-time worked out to 22Z. IV 
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In tAiputing the time alloca.ed for ouseloic wock, 544 of
the female family members were engaged inhousehold ch3res on
a full-time basis. Fifteen par cent (15Z) of the female mewbersdevoted more than one-third of the time for household vork l.le161 devoted less than one-third of the time for such work. Ifthe umber of households (60) is taken into account, t:e above
figures indicate that at least one full-time female ueaber isrequired to attend to the,household work. 

As for the 'msployment of.family members 'of the age Voup 14-65yems, the study revealed that only under-employmant exited inthe two selected.villages. Although 67Z of the females and65Z of the males reported under-employmenc on the basis of the
proportionof time,, only one-third of the time was unutilised.
 

Table 3.3 Distribution of family members of the 
age group 14-65 by allocation of time 

for' vrious activities 
F l" 3 Hales a 91 

Farm-
lus 
(owu 
farm) 

Off-farm 
(agri-

culture) 

Off-farm 
non-airi-
culture 

(including 

Bouse-
hold 
work 

Leisure 
time (not
eaployed) 

Full-time 
No. 

emsles -
Z No. 

-
2 
-

students)
No. Z 
25 27 

No. 
50 

Z 
54 

No. 
-

z 
-

-Hales 19 21 1 1 45 50 - -

part-time 
more than 

*Females 
Hales 

2 
9 

2 
i0 

1 
3 

1 
3 

8 
15 

9. 
17 

i4 
-

15 
-

-

-
-

1/3 of tim 
Part-time 
less than 

1/3 of time 

Females 
Hales 

9 
23 

10 
25 

-
1 

-
1 

3 
-

3 
-

15 
17 

13 
1 

62 
59 

67 
65 

http:alloca.ed
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le 3.4 Distribution of female members
 
according 
 to 	age and em~loymsnt 

N m 93 
Farm-
 Off-
 Off-farm 

ing 	 Housc- Leisure No. offarm Don-agri- hold tim(ovr 	 respon­agri- culture 


farm) cul-	
work (not em- dents in(including 
 ployed) each aga
ture students)


No. Z No. I No. 2 No. ; No. ,roup
" ro. Z
 

14-20 Full-tie 
0 0 0 0 21 64 1 
 0 0
Part-time4 
 2 0 0 4 12 19 8 17 
 52 
 100 
21-35 Full-time 
0 0
Part-time '2 0 0 1
8* 0 0 3 1 23 80 a 022 2 8 22 
 85 26 
 100
Over Full-time 
0 0 0 0
35 Part-time 5 	

3 9 26 ?? 0 0
15 1 J 4 .2 
 8 	24 23 68 
3 200 
It is evident from Table 3.4 that th~e majority of female membersinvolved full-time in household work and home aspects21-35 an com from36-65 age groups. The sa
higher level of 	

Table also indicatos apart-time unemployment among the female members
in 	the age group of 21-35 years. 

3.3 ft~n &*0oy tpattM,
o6 	Fmity Meumbe 

It 	was seen from the above analysis that out of the 183 family
members of ae 
between 14-65 years, 96 wore engaged in non­agricultural activities, while 6 members worked as agricultural
labourers either on full-time or part-time basis.
category included students as well. 
The former
 

The number of students
was 34 of which 21 were femcles. 
With reference to full-time
emPloym~,,t of male members, non-agricultural a~uloylmnt
occupied a dominant pooition when cowared to asriculturel
employment (both own-farm and outside 
out the students. 	

farm) even after leaving
The number of female members engaged in off­farm activities excluding the students was however small.
 
A breakdown of the employment pattern of family membersgiven in Table 3.5. 	 is
Salaried or white-collar employmntwhich accounted for 29% of the total was the most prominent
employment source followed by nou-agricuituralHowever, 	 labour (22Z).only 16 female members (17) reported engagementi
non-agricultur8 l employment. 
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Table 3.5 Efploymnt ,1 family members c the age 
group 14-65 in off-farm activities

(excluding students and those engaged
in household work) 

Activity 
Females 

No. z 
Males 

No. z 
rotal 

No' . 

Salaried or white-collar 
em1oyment 

Skilled work excluding
textile veavings 

Textile eaving 
Agricultural labour 
on-agricultural labour 

Biness 
Other kiuds of self­

employmen'.** 

3 

-
2 
1 
3 
2 

5 

29 

-
23 

6 
29 
13 

31 

17 

6 
-
5 

12 
6 

6 

33 

22 
-

10 
23 
12 

12 

20 

6 
2 
6 
15 

8 

It 

29 

9 
3 
9 
22 
2 

16 
Total %6 100 52 20 68 206 

Msous, goldsmiths, tailors. etc. 
Sewing, cadjan weaving, fishing etc. 

The above discussions indicate that a very-large proportion of
female members are not engaged in income generating activities.As shown in Table 3.5 only 17% of the femalos are engaged in
employmuent outside agriculture. Even the contribution to
farming both within the fa and outside the farm bad been-very
mmall- (Table 3.3). Only t-.o female members were engaged in"textile weaving, while none of them were employed in other
skilled work. Further, ouly one of the two members engaged
in textile weaving derived an income out of it. Rance, it isclear that female members in the area are not adequately
employed. The skills possessed by them are not adequately
utilised Pither. 

3.4 Sowu. od ln'ome. 

The'survey was not designed to collect detailed information onfamily receipts. Only the cash incomes from (a) sale ofpaddy in the crop year; (b) sale of highland products; (c) saleof livestock products; (d) income from off-farm employmet wereenumerated. Farmers were classified according to thei: total"annual cash income" (Table 3.6). It is seen from the Tablethat 35% of the households received an annual cash income ofless than Rs 3,000, while 38Z of them received an annual cashincom of Ra 3,000 - Re 5,000, while another 27Z received an
anual cash incow i of Ra 5,000 and above. These figures
suggest a high degree of inequality in income distributim. 
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Table 3.6 Distrjbutioa of households by t,
 
annual cash receipts
 

N =55
 
Annual 
 go. of 
 Percenaseincome households of householii 

Upto 1,000 
 _
1,001 - 2,00o 7
2:001 - 3,000o 12 13
 
3,o - 5,000 21 

22
 
385,001 - 8,000 14 38

Over 8,000 1 25 
Total 
 55 
 '.00
 

only 50Z of the householdssources. With receivedregard to the incomes from agriculturalincome from differttural enterprises agricul­itwas seen that income from paddy and high­land was smaller when co-ar-d tosituation isdifferent that of livestock. (Thisfrom that obsrvedand Rajangana). In Kuliyapitiya"rther, only three families had obtainedcas'L incomes from paidy. The figures referonly, leaving out to cash incomesthe portion that istion. The availability of 
used for home cona~­land for agriculturalseems to be a purposeslimiting factor which determinestural ircome of households. the agricul­Thirty-eight per cent of thehouseholds reported unavailability ofto lowland although any land. With regard43Z operated lowland,holdings were upto 

36Z of the operatedone acre. Almost alloperated the highlandswere below one acre (refer Table 3.13). 
Table 3.7 Distribution of households by their
annual cash income from agricultural produce
 

N - 32 
Income group 
 Paddy High'iand 
 L:.vestoc 
 Total
No. 
 Z No. 
 Z Nc. 
 Z No.

Upto 500 z
 

- - - - 4501 - I,000 is 3 9-
1,001 - 2,000 

- 4 40 7 D6 
- 6 296 60
Over 2,000 

-
10 37 11 343 100 ­-
 6 22 12 38
Total 
 3 100 10 
 200 27 
 :00 32 200
 

However, the study revealed that the cash income from sources
 outside agriculture is dominant when comned to that from agsriculturaL sources. It is also seen that those who are en­gaged in governmnt salaried employment received cash incomeshigher than those engaged in other 4ativt4g, 

_10f 



Table 3.8 Distribution of households by their annual incowe from
 
non-agricultural sources
 

N - 62
 

Income group Noa-agri- Salarted Skilled work-
 Textile Otr,.r types Trade and Total
 
cultural or white 
 ers excluding veavers 
 of self" other

labourer 
 collar textile erroloymcnt** sources
 

ew~loy- weavers*
 
Mont
 

No. Z No. Z 
 No. X X
No. No. 
 z No. No. 2 

Upto 500 ­- - . ... ... . .
 

501 -1000 6 10 - 1 a 5 a - - 12 19 
1.001 - 2,000 7 11 - - 3 5 - - 1 2 5 8 16 26 
2.001 - 49000 2 3 13 22 2 3 1 7 1l 25 40 
Over 4,Oi 
 . 7 A1 1 2 2 0o ' 

Total 
 15 23i 20 
 6 10 1 7 12 13 2 6'9 ^0 

.Goldr-tuis, vasons, tailors ate.
 

Sewing, cadjan wesving, fishing etc.
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.5 SUML~ Po4es64e by F=uiz4 Membcyz 
Skills possessed by the female
planning any form cC 

labour force are crucia. forIncom generating activiti.. for them.The study reveals that the skills structure ofnated by mat weaving (57Z) 6emale isa doimi­and sewing (52%). 12ls is incontrast to the situation found in Kuliyapxtiya wheare textilaweaving dominated but siomwhat simila..the other to Riajange~ua. Amongskills possessed by fem,e fmily
weaving of cadjan, textile weaving amd 
Mers ware
 

jgery making.
 

Table 3.9 
 Specific skills possessed by 
family members 

N- 60 

Skills Possessed 
A 

MaC weaving 34 r7 
Sewing
Cadjan weaving 3). 55 8Textile weaving
Jaggery making 3 

1 
5 
2 

Hmiver, skills possessed by frzale ma*bers haveto their employment. Hence, thaer is scope 
not coUtributed 

the for utilisingskills possessed by the female labour fomcrn in incomegenerating activities.activity will also depend
However, tbe full potential of suchon the warket for goods produced undersuch schemes. 

With regued to learning of thev4 skills, ofskills, 121 reporcted learning thro~ugh 
that* who possessed


through informal Zormal ?articipation,
participation 23ZVhiV; 6Z through both means.Sixty per cent (60Z) of those who possessed skills did not res­pond. The skills that the female members learnt through formalparticipation were textile weaving amd seving. 
As for the interest shown by the respondentS to learn specificskills, of the 37 who respondted, 28Z ware keening in saeving, while to have a train­38 liked to be trained in textile weaving. 
The reasons reported by the majority o, .espoctsing these skills were to meet for learn­family requirmenCs,income through sale of to obtainproducts, andthough to seek employment. Al­none of the members reported learningemployment/income earning purposes, these 

skills solely for 
skills possess thegreatest potential for income generation in future.the 
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3.6 	 44a.tin o' ;,j Geni 

Ateut&W SOA ;7wjg wotn 

,
 

The incoiert:Lv. aZt.vx:c., that could be created forAeuale members Wvk. localy ava-.-ble materijal as reported bythe respon~ents arm given in Table 3.10. 

Table 	3.10 .-IncoMa geratinS 8:tivitieo rb... could
ba -creed.. 'for femali. mubexsc by twins1

locally. availabOe raw materials 
N - 58
 

Raw material 
 L'tivity No. of Parcuntesg of 
tespoudents repzond ta 

Coconut leaves Cadjan 	,.ezaving 9Coconut fibre 	 28 , :.oms 1i6 28
Mkking '.-vshes 14 24aI alking roperPalmyra leaves 	 3 6Hat Wem,ing 	 354 
Basket weavin, 41 72 

The activities indica'.ed by the respondents were in keeping withthe skills possessed by theme As mentioned, tie demand forthe finished product .ppears to be 	the limiting factor. 
Table 3. ii .,.ome gene:'a:in9 activities which could:be czeated by using raw maicri£la brught: 

Zrom outside 
N II 

R.av mater.al Ac . it,yZ N6. of ?ercentage.o 
respondents respondeut,; 

Clothe Sewing 10 91Yarn Textile weaving 6 56 
It is 	 seen from the Table that only a small proportionponden s 	 of res­indicated various enterprises 'uaing raw materialsbrought from outside. These activities are in line with theskills desired more than those possessed by the respondents
and usually learnt through formal participation. As was Wsn­tioned earlier, these skills posses t:e greatest potentialfor income generation in the future. 

3.7 Houe Gw d&nLw and PomU.LY 
Fifty 	per cent (50Z) of the households owned a plot of land
suitable for home gardening purposes, while the rest did notow any. This presents a situation different from that ofKuliyapitiya where almost all households possessed a plot ofland suitable for home gardening. Of those who ownedof land suitable for home 	 a plotgardening, 83Z reported utilising 

http:mater.al
http:indica'.ed
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it for productioa of vegetabes .moc..tfor consumtion.all the respondents ­were aware of the advantagez o, homcgardening. 

Availability of land seas to be a lImicijrg fac,:or for homegardening and other forms of agricultureeight per .n the area. Thirty­cent (38Z) of the households reporctd wu-avail­ability of land for agriculrnri purposes, while mest ofland opurated by the households were 
tLe 

below 1 acre.picture with regard ThGto the operation of land is given inTable 3.12. 

Table 3.12 Distribution of households by the 
xtent of land operated 

N - 58 

Number and percentage of ho. seholds
 
operating land


Upto 1.1-3.0 3.1-5.0 Over 
 51 acre, acres acres acresNo. Z No. 
 Z No. 2 Vo.
 
LowLand 
 21 36 3 5 1 2Household - ­6 10 ­ - - -Other h.ghland 
 26 4S -
Total operable land - .23 40 11 29 

- 1 
1 

2 
,Land owned 1 223 40 10 27 1 2 1 2 

Unlike in other areas, a very large proportion of bouseaolds(93Z) kept poultry. The birds were not kept under improvedsystems of management. 

'A0)
 



4. STUDY AREA - BEMINIWATTE
 

4.1 Pe~onaL CkhzaevL,6tt"± 

The sLudy included 60 households; 30 each from the selected 
villages. 

Fam.ly Size, Age and Education 

The average size of the households was beitween 6-7. Out of

the 60 households, 17% h,-,d 2-4 members, 47% 
 5-7 mambers and 
the balance 37% had a membership of 8 and above. The 
average family size is larger compared to that of other area:
included in the study. 
The total population of the ago group
14-65 in the selected households was 281; of these 146 were
females and 136 were males. Thua on the averaga ench house­
hold had 4-5 members which was again hipter coipared to that 
of other areas where the number was 3 or less. 

A classification of family members into different age groups is
presented in Table 4.1. Th-a proportion of males in the 46-65
 
,eara age grow? was higher compared to the proportion of
females in that group. Alternatively the 31-45 years age group
contained a higher proportion of females. 

Table 4.1 Distribution of family members of the age 
group 14-65 b their age 

Age group Females Males Total 
(years) No. % No. o. Z
 

14-20 47 32 41 ZO 88 31 
21-30 40 3728 S7 77 27.

31-45 
 35 24 25 18 60 22

46-65 23 16 33 24 
 56 20 
Total 145 136100 100 281 100
 

As shown in Table 4.2, 122 of the female :aerbcxs and 7% ofthe male members have bad no schooling. A very large propor­
tion of both females and males had an education of Grade 6 to'0' level. This could be patzly due to the high proportion.

of members between 14-20 years of age. 
However. this situation 
presents a picture different from that of othom areas where
the group which had had an education of Grade 5 and balow was
fairly large. 
In other words, a higher educational attainment
 
was found in this area.
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lable 4.2 Distribution' of family members ofthe age group 14-65 by their education 
N - 281
 

Level of 
 Femaleseducation Males TotsNo. aNo, % .t % 
No schooling 18 12Upto Grade 24 

9 ? ,7 X
77 26 29Grade 6 to 
'O level 81 .'Y 77 5? 

;0 "91:8 56
P"Ged 'O level and
above 
 22 
 is 24. 18 
 46 26

Total 145 
 200 136 200 
 "S. 100 
Land ON.zh4P 

he situation with reaard to 'ownershipby the respOndents an, opL.r ,t: "n of landis presented in Table 4.3.of the households :;,4tuough 56operated land,ownership. only 20 household:, rep.3rtedConsidering only the lowlandsleaving and higi .andG,ouc the homestead . it is seenhouseholds that onlyoperated lowland .' and 12 
majority of holdings operated 

and highland ruspectively. The were less than ore .ere in
extent. 

Table 4.3 Distribution of 4ouseholds by lnc.
 
operated and

N=60 owred 

Upto 1.1-3.0 .- 5-0 Over1 acre 
 acres 
 aCX'?,:
No. Z acresNo. % No, 
 % .o.! 
LAwland operated 17 28 5 8 - -Homestead opera­ted 
 52 8? 3 5 - -Other highland
operated 
 7 12 
 1 2 
 3 5 1 
 2Total operaed
land 
 41 68 11 28
Land owned 2 3 317 28 3 5

5 ­ - - -
4.2. VPvUon od Labo.ur. 

With rogerd to division of labour,that only it is seen from the13Z of Tablethe male mubers area full-time basis, engaged in agriculture onwhile 56Z indicated involvementture on a part-time b"is. of Apic.%l-It is seen that thtemalc members contribution ofwas on a part-time(51%) basis. Fifty one. perof centthe female members reported thring. Off-farm agricultu-al egameut in farm­activities wereavenue of eployrnt for both male and 
not au important

female members. 



Table 4.4 Distribution -f family members cf the 
age group 14-65 by al1ocatio., of time 

for various activitiaj

Females - N =145 !iles - N 136 

Far- Orf-farm Ofi-farm House- Le Lsurzz
in& (ari- Non-agri-. hold ta (n.t

(own culture) calture work empioye.',
farm) (includ,.r+ 

schooling)
No. No. 2% No. No. 2% No. 2 

Full-time Female'.3 1. - - 15 1C 35 24 - .
Hales 17 13 .2 2 
 45 3 - 2- 1 

Part-time Females 34 23 
 - . 24 17 66 40? 28more than ales 38 11 46 34 11 f 28 22 
19

28- F 
1/3 of time 
Part-time Females 43 30 2 2 5. 3 25 1;' 78 54less than Hales 38 28 2 M 7 5 22 IC 67 49 
1/3 of .time
 

With regard to the involvement of female mamberz in household
cforea, unlike in other areas only a 
lit*le more than 50% ofthe housebolds had a ful.l-time female member engaged in house­hold matters. At the same time it is 
seen that each housetol
had 1-2 part-time members engaged in household matters .naddition to the fuil-time members. This may be due :o thefact that each household has 2-3 female membeis who share thehousehold ;ork among themselve-. As showa in *able 4.4, thepropo'rtion of female members engaged both 2U agricul.'ure ai4Don-aglriculiture on a full-time basis is small. Thus mostfemaleo.members are available at home and thcy s.hze the, house­
hold work. 

Table 4.4 also shows a substantial allocation of time by maIemembers for off-farm no-agriculcural activities. Whentime allocated to farming and non-a6ricultural activities 
the

arecompared, it is seen that a larger proporti(ri of memrbers bothmale and female is engaged full-time in non-farm activitiej. 

Table 4.5 examies the allocation of timu by the feuale member-aof the households according to the drifereat age groups. It is
also seen that about 50% of the female labour force engagethemselves in agriculttral activities in thei-
 own farms .Lapart-time.basis and this contribution comes from all age groups,not only from the older members. This may be due to 4heircontribution in transplanting, weeding and harivesting of paddyirrespective of the age. However, with toregard the perfor­mance oi household work by female members, it is seen that it was the older members who were euaged in such work full-time.
Only one of the members in the above 35 years category was
engaged in off-farm employment, while more of the youngermembers were enployed iu this manner. (Howeou.r, thi.s group 
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also includes students). Abo'it 70Z of f eltall Categories did only part-t.1me work. 
u.MUers iu 

Table 4.5 Distribution of female members of 
different age groups according to

their allocation of time for 
various activities 

Farm-
iug 
(own 
farm) 

No. Z 

Off-
farm 
agri-
cul-
ture 

No. . 

Off-farm 
non-agri-
culture 

(including 
students) 
No. Z 

House-
hold 
work 

No. X 

Leiaure 
time 

(not em-
ployed) 

No. Z 

No. of 
respon­
dents in 
each age 
group 

No. 

14-20 Full-time .Part-time 27 . .S8 - . 
- 921 1945 231 466 -34 -72 4 100 

21-35 

Over 
35 

Full-time - -Piart-time 29 53 
Full-time 1 
Part-tme 21 4, 

1 

-

1 

2' 

-

2 

59 

-

1 

926 

2 

940 

24 
20 

1673 

56 
47 

-42 

-
30 

-76 

70 

55 

34 :0 

4. PILent 5Wyien PaXtem 
o6.Fmi.4 ).ebeU 

As wa* ,e.en from the earlier analysis (Table 4.3), of the 381
members bcptween 14-65 years, 142 are engaged in off-farm nm­agricultural act'.vities, 171 in agricultural activities in
their own farm and 17 in off-faxyim agricultur.al activities.The frmer category includes students as well.
studeats is 31 of which 25 are males and 26 are 
The number of
 
females.
Even nfter leaving ouc the Btudunts it is seen that non­atcicultural activities occupy an important position in theemploymeat of family members. 

A breakdown of the off-farm employmenr of family members is

given in Table 4.6.
 

\~
 

http:agricultur.al
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Table 4.6 Off-farm empioyment of ily embers 
of 14-65 years 
of age iz off-farm
 
activities (excluding students)
 

Activity 
 Females Males Total 
No. % No. No. 2
 

Sal.aried or white-collar 
ewployment ' 13 20 23 24 22Skilled workers excluding

textile weaving* 
 - - 10 11 10 9Textile weaving 
 6 27 ­- 6 3
Agricultural labour 
 2 S? 15 17 17 16Nom-agricult .ral labour 1 17 19 20 It'Business 


- Ur 22 19 17Other kinds of self­employment** 7 32 7 8 14 1 
Total 22 100 88 100 110 100 

Masonry, carpentry, driving, a rwing. 

Beedi-wvapping, sewing, jaggeLy making.
 
It is 
seen from the Table that while 88 (65%) of the malemembers were '.ployed in off-farm activit-ts, only 22 f =ale=embers ware engaged in such work. 
When agricultural and
nou-agricultural labour ar. 
taken together they occupy a
prominent position with regard to employment of male memberE
employimn: close to 40% of the total employed. Salariedand white-collar employment and business were the other major
avenues of employment for male members. 
With regard to
employment of female members, textile weaving, white-collar
jobs and agricultural and non-agricultural labour were themain avenues of employment.
 

4.4 
 Soace od Income 

The survey was not designed to collect detailed in~ormation
of family incomes. 
Only the cash incomes from (a) sale of
paddy in the crop year; 
(b) sale of highland products;
(c) sale of livestock products; (d) income froR off-farm
employment were enumerated. Households were classifiedaccording to their total annual cash incoze (Table 4.7).
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Table 4.7 Distcibutiou of households by the:.r
 
annual cash income
 

N 60 
Annual cash 
 No, of Percentage of Proportion
receipts households 
 households 
 from agri­

cultural
 
flOubeS 

Upto 
 500 
 -500.- 1,000 4 
 7
1,001 - 2,000 2610 17 
 28
2,001 - 3,000 
 9 
 25 
 493,001 - 5,000 
 25 
 4I2 
 325,001 - 8,000 
 10 
 17 
 29Over 6,000 2 a
 
Total 
 60 
 zoo 26 

It is
seen Orom the Table that 39% of the households received
an annual cash income of less t'han Ra 3,000 while 42% receivedan annual cash income of Rs 3,000 to Rs 5,000.. Twenty percent of the households received cash incomes o' about
Ra 5,000. 
A high degree of inequality in income distribution 
is sea. 

Itwas revealed that the contribution of agriculture to the
total cash earnings of the families was 
 26%. The coatribu­tion of agriculture we highest in the Rx 2,000 to Re 5,000income groups. Its eontribution was lower in the lower
income groups as well as in the high income groups. 
 It wasobserved that those receiving higher incomes darived moat oftheir income from white collar employmint, while those receiv­ing very low incomes were employed ais labourers in agricul­ture and non-agricultural work.
 

Table 4.8 Distribution of households by their
 
annual cash income from the sale of
 

agricultural produce
 
N a 42
 

Annual cash 
 Paddy 
 Highland Livestock Total
income 
 No. 2 No. % No. Z No. Z
 
Upto 500 
 1 2 14 33 5 22 15 386
501 - 1,OOO 3 7 
 9 21
1,001 - 2,000 - - 11 26 - - 10 24 ­2,001 -4,000 1 - 9 21
2 4 10 -Over 4,000 - - -.. . 

" 7 27 
.
 

When the annual cash incomes from agricultural products are
examined, it is
seen that highland crops are more important
both from the point of view of the number of households a
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well aa from the point of vi.i of the amount J monlyreceived. Thia is partly due to the subn:, -.. e naLin- ofpaddy 	farming in the area. Although five iamzers havu re­ceived cash income from livestock thair incomes were belowRs 500, indicating the smail scale &W,undvelopd nature of
livestock enterprises. 

A total P9 42 households (70Z of the total) had receivWIcash incc: s from agricultuw'Al sources. Of then, 36% Tiedreceived cLih incomas of lees thau R&500. Rowaver, the studyrevealed that 59 households (99%) receld imoms from sources otbLr than agriculture. 

As seen"in Table 4.9, tha households in the over Rs 2,000categories had received these 	incomes mainly from salaried or
white 	collar employment and from trade 	and ozher similarsources. The cash income from non-agricultural labour wasowar. A larger proportion of skilled wo:kars bad receivedhigher incomes than non-agricultural labourers. The incomereceived from textile weaving which 	 is exclusively a femaleactivity had been very low with the majority receiving lessthan Rs 500 per.aumnm. 

On comparing cash incomes received from non-agricultural
sources with that from agricultural sources, it is seen that
non-agricultural sources moreare inortant both from the pointof view of the number of farmers receiving cash incomes and
the amount of money received. 

4.5 	 Sk4,M Po, 6e4ed by
Famity Membeu. 

Table 	4.10 summarises the various skills po3sessed by familymembers. Very few of the male members have reported thespecific skills possessed by them, ",-hle 50. of te female
members have reported the various skills possessed by them. 

Table 4.10 Specific skills possessed by

female family members
 

N -73
 

Skills No. Z 
Textile weaving •. 
 21 29Mat weaving •. 16 22Sewing • 	 30 41Knitting • 	 17 23Cadjan weaving • 1 1Making curios and ornmenca 8 	 21Preparing smeet meats 6 8Weaving hats 4 6
Poultry -- ooing 4 6
 

<Ilover making ..	 2Reed/rush work 	 3 
4 6
Beedi 	wrapping 3 4


Batik 	printing 
 1 2
 



Table 4.9 Distribution of households by their annual cash income 
from non-agricultural sources 

K - 57 
Annual cash 

income 
Non-agri-
culUr l 
labour 

. I 

Salaried or Skilled -work-
white colla.- era excluding 

employment textile veavin. 
No. z No. X 

Textile 
weaving 

No. Z 

Trade and 
other *i .i-
lar sources 
No. Z 

Other types 
of oelf em­
ployment 

No. Z 

Total 

No. z 

Upto 500 2 4 - - 1 4 4 ? 3 6 22 4 7 
500- 1,000 9 26 - - 3 5 1 2. 2 4 1 a 5 9 

1,001 ­ 2,000 3 .5 3 5 5 9 1 2 4 7 5 9 16 28 
2.001 ­ 4,000 3 . 9 28 1 8 - - 10 18 1 2 20 35 
Over 4,000 - 6 11 . - - 2 4 - - 12 21 



Of the 5 who respomied, a 'e.Paoriv7 larVtlearning these ski!ls 'thro, .. 5 r,O) - -orualreaotedaveilabii, of a wide rngw oif skills, aneProportions of members the fact tbnt larepote 1..... 
these i hrgfOrmal participation suggests :t~h hi degxof exposujthoffeale members to trinin o
 
Table 4.11 starises the skills desir'ed to be I.earnt by thefemale members. 

Table 4.11 
 Specific skills dipired-to be 
learnt. by fema1i: in ers 

N 71 

Skills 
No. 

Making cUrios and*ornamants 
Batik printing 21 0

o.f 

Textij3.--wesvi g 

0 2e 
Sewing a• .. - 18 26 
Prepxiu-ng sweet meats 16 23 

7 20BeCdi wrapping . 5 7 
K~ i tin ..Bee keeping 4 6•. 
 3 4Poultry keeping 


2'Rted/rish 'ark 2 3Othazs* "-

5 ? 

Montes4ori teaching, claywork,
flovmr -kina.handicrafts.
 

4.6 Home Ga.de. ig a .-.Pou!t 
IfinetY two per cent (92Z) of the households had anough land toimintain a home garden. 
The distribution of the households
according Co the size of .the homustead is given in Table 4.12. 

Table 4.12 Distribution of houaehojds by the
 
size of the homstead 

N - 55 
Extent of homesteads 


No. 
(acres)
 

Upto 1/8
Above 1/8 - 1/4 5 9 
Above 1/4 20 36 
Above 1/2 

- 1/2 17 32-

Above 

1 10 281 
 3 5 
.'ixtyper cent (60Z) of the 
 ouseholdsfor home consumption. Produced vegetablesThe reasonthose giv. by a majority ofwhu Owned land, but didnot engagefor not maintaining a in hom gardening,home garden wasin haom gardening. How-ver-,a. 

the lack of interest 
the respondents wIe aware
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With regard to poultry keeping, the main reasons for not
baVing poultry is sumrised in Table 4.13. It ;.:w seen fromthis Table that the limitint factors were the nolavailabilityof capital and material inputs and the lack of sulficienttraining facilities and not their 	dislike or lack of
sufficient interest, 

Table 4.13 Reasons for not maintaining poultry 
N a 48 

Reasons No.
 

Lack of knowledge and eperience 28 38Lack of capital 27 56
Difficulty in buying neti,

chicks etc. 
 30 63
Lack of interest and dialsika 15 J.,
Unavailability of sufficient
 

land 
 9 	 29 

4.7 	 CoJteat od Intcime Gum"~~tn 
Ac*,tj, 6o" Fomm Cikuwe 

The income genaeating activities that cou!d be ca=ated forfinale members with locally available material reportedas
by respondents are given in Table 4.14. 

The problem associated with the creation of incom generat-xgactivities using 	locally available materials ac reyrted bythe respondents (Table 4.14) vere the lack of knowledge =4capital. It is seen from an earlier Table (Table 4.11),a very large proportion of respondents expresced 
tbkt 

tbe desiroto learn these skills. Lack of marketing sour:** %dichiaa major factor limiting the development of cotta a industriceshas not been cited as a major problem by the respoents. 

Table 	4.14 Distribution of respondents by ta 
indication of income Stueratnj
activities that could be created 
for female mmbers vitb localy

available material 
Nw60 

law material Activity No. -of lucestage 
respondents of reepon­

dents 
Coir Making itms from coLt 24 fQ
mboo Making curios 20 asEkel 	 Making ekel broom, 10 2?

making curios 4 PSweet 	 toddy Making JeUery 22 ,?Banana fibre Making curios 8 23
,ibre 	 industries 2 3 
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Table 4.14 (contd.).
 

Raw matail Activity 
 No. of 
 Parcntage
 
respoudmts of 	respon­

dentsRe"ad ("Data") Making curios

I"' fibrae Maing curiog 77 122
 

Weaving hats 5 a
 
Coconut leaves W boxes 42
Clay 

2 3Coconut shells 
 Handicrafts 1 2Read/Hugh 
 Weina mats 1 
 1
 

The views on inLome generating activities thatwith 	 could be createdraw material brought from outside are presented in Table
4.16. The problems idctified with regard to these anterrijewere the same as mentionad earlier, ecept that lack of s 
materials was cited as an additional problem. 

raw 

Table 4.15 
 Incom generating activities whbCh 
could be created by using raw 
materials brought from outside 

Raw material 	 N=60Activity No.
 
Beedi tobacco 
 Beedi making
Yarn 	 36 60
Txtile weaving 

.. 

.. 33 55Wax and dyes 
 eacik industry •.Reed 	 19 32Making curios
Plastic cane 	 . 13 22Making curiosCane 	 9 isMakifn curios 

.o 

. 3Bamboo Making furniture . 2 
5 
3Making curios
Coconut shells 	 -4
MAking curios • 1 2 

The views with regard to possible income generating actiLvitiesfor groups of females were also obtained and these are
summarized in Table 4.16.
 

Table 4.16 
 Income generating activities for
 
groups of 
females
 

N - 60 
Activity 

No. of Percentage 
respondents of respondents


Textile weaving

Making curios 

.. 

• 	
44 73 
36Betdi wrapping .. 	

60 
Batik Orinting 	 20 33 .. 	 16Preparation of 	 27
met matsDres-majking "6 

16 	 27 
Preparing preserved food 10 

4Others 	 70' 
 8*cojr industry, cane furniture, 81	 1s 
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.WithVatwrmcs to ths role G!rural organisationsand assisting inpre"Otingincm ..generating activities for farm ,wm,therespondents have mentionedSocieties, Pija l-w.a"a Young 7=mrs' Clubs, Wmnland Rural Development Societiesrganisations that ascould assist in those activities. Thespecific functions desired from these orgefisationsencourage mebera ane toto engage th melves In these activities.provi.sion of credit and provision of training 



5. 	STUDY AREA KAWUPALATHA 

5.1 	 PwuomaL CkaatL~t&A 

Fam'7g. ,Size , Age and Education 

The average family size of the two selected villages was
between 6-8. This is a 
high figure when compared to the average
family size in the rural sector of Sri Lanka. 
Forty 	one per
cent 	(41%) of the households had more than 8 members in their
fmilies, 35Z had between 3 and 7, while 24Z of the householinhad 2-4 members. Of a total of 238 members in the age group
of 14-65 years who reported in the 46 households, 117 vae
males 	and 121 were females. 
 Hence, it was evident that eachhousehold had 2-3 female members in this ige group. A furtherbreakdotyn of the population between the age of 14-65 is given
in Table 5.1. It is 
seen 	that a large proportion of thepopulation (38%) is in the age group 21-30 years. 
Sixty 	five
 per cent (65Z) of the female members fall into the 14-30
 
age group.
 

Table 5.1 Distribution of family cumbers of the age
 
group L4-65 by their age
 

Age group 
(years) 

Females 
No. Z 

Hales 
No. Z 

Total 
No. Z 

14-20 
21-30 
31-45 
46-65 

31 
47 
27 
16 

26 
39 
22 
13 

19 
43 
30 
25 

16 
37 
26 
21 

50 
90 
57 
41 

22 
38 
24 
17 

Total 121 100 117 100 238 100 

As for the leve:l of education of the family members, thestudy revealed that nearly 70Z of the populatiou of the agegroup 14-65 years have had more than 5 years of schooling.Of these, 29% had GCE 'O level qualificatians. Only 7Z of the
population 
of the age group 14-65 years have had no formal
education, while 23% have had education upto Grade 5. The abovefigures show that th, level of education of the family members
in the selected area in higb when cmpared to most of the otherrural areas in Sri Lanka. With regard to the female familymembers. Table 5.2 shows that a little over onm-thid of femalesbetween the age of 14-65 years have had '0'level qualifi­
cations.
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Table 5.2 Distribution1 0f family members ofthe age group 14-65 by their educntio4 
Level. of Females Males Toa
education No. alNo. Total

No. 
No schooling 

Nok zo 
11 9 S 17 7Upto Grade 5 28 '23 
 27 23 55 23Grade 6 to 
'0' level 41 
 Vi 55 
 47 96 40
Passed '0' level


and above 
 41 34 29 85 70 29 
Total 
 121 200 
 117 200 
238 100
 

5.2 &MC4e4kip Od 'Laxd and Live.~tack 

rand Oadfrs.ip 

The selected area is a
by 

densely populated region characterisedsmall laud holdings. Nearly half of the respondents hadholdings of less than one acre each. Anotner 302 of the•pondents owned ran­1.1-3.0 acres of land, while 20% ofdents had the respon­more than 3 acres of land. Distribution of house­holds. by land ownership and operable land is given inTable 5.3. it is shown from the game Tablerespondent that only onehad more than 3 acres of. cultivable paddy land.'Thirty nine per cent (39Z) of the respondents had up toacre holdings of lowland, one 
24Z had between 1.1-3.0 acres, whilethe rest did not operate any paddy land. 

Table ,5.3 Distribution of households by operable
land .ad land ownership 

N - 46 

Upto 1.1-3.0 3.1-3.0 Over 5
1 acre acres 
 a&.rus acres
No. z No. z No. Z No. Z 
Lowland operated 18 39 11 24 0 0 1 2
Highland oper.ited.
 

(including home

-stead) 28 62 12 28 4 9 
 0 0Total operable

land 21 46 15 33 3 7 6Land omed 2322 48 14. 
3 3 6 13 

O0mershUp of L.vestock 

Livestock industry .except for cattle h isbandry doesimportant not play. anrole in the econwoW of the seLectper area.- Twentycent (24Z) of t e households repottpd 
four 

*a ownership oi matcattle. Two pow cent (2Z) of the households reparted the owner-ShUP of goats, wh'ile only 13X wars reerfug poultry., None ofthe respondents reportedbreakdown the ownership of, buffalie, orof the ownership of livestock pils. AL4 given in Table 3.4. 

http:Oadfrs.ip
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Tdble 5.4 
 Ownership of 'ivestock by houae.-olds 
N = 46 

Number 
of animals 
 owned
0 
 1-2 
 3-4 
 5 and above
No. % 
 No. Z 
 No. 
 z No. 0
 
Neat cattle 
 35 76 
 9 20 2Buffaloes 4 0 046 100 
 0
Goats 0 0 0 0 0
45 98 
 1 2Poultry 0 0 039 85 1 2 0 
Pigs 0 0 5 0i46 100 0 0 0 0 0 0 

5.3 Ajuj4on 06 Labouj0 

It was intended in this survey to collect information on the
allocation ofTable 5.5 time by family members for various activities andgives the breakdown of the population on te bis ofthe division of labour of the selected households. Ar bastfwas not so significant as a source of employment when comparedto off-fal-m work. 

were engaged 

Only 18% of the males and 32 of the females
in own-farm work on a full-time basis. However,43Z of the males and 46Z of the females were engaged in famingon part-time basis. 
The important factor with regard to theown farm ;mloYentwere engaged in own of female members was that 49%- of toetfarm activitiue

time basis. on either full-tim. or part-This number when expreased as a percentge offarmers, both full-time end part-t:.me, works out to 8%. Thusit could be concluded that the contribtion of female mmbhersto farming is suistantial. 
Yurther, irrespective of sex, thesame Table reveals the predo-.Iance of part-time farming inrelation to full-time farming. 
It is also seen from the same Table that 5% of the male popu­lation between 
.heage group of 14-65 work full-time in off­farm agricultural activities. 
" ble 5.5 further reveals that
off-farm non-agricit:ural activities is the most important
single source of aployment engaging nearly one-third of themale population and nearly one fourth of 'the females on a full­time basis.1 
Another 20Z of the total work force (i.e. both
male and female fmily members between the age group of 14-65)are engaged in off-farm activities on-a pprt-time basis. 
Itwas seen that only 17% of the female members of the age
group 14-65 were engaged full-time in household work.
in conUtrajt with This isthe situation prevailing in some of the other
areas included in this study, where more than of the femalemembers are engaged in household matters 

50Z 
However, on a full-the basis.45% and-18% of the female family members statedthey dfivot. more than one third of their 

that 
tim and less than one 

The category "Off-farm non-agriculture', also
includes students.
 

http:part-t:.me
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third of their time respective]y for householu activities,
Here too, it appears that as 
in "eminiwatte the household work
is shared by more than one membex.
 

Table 5.5 Distribution of family members of the
age group 14-65 by allocation of time

for various activities
Females N - 121 Males - N w 1 1 7 

Farm-
ing'
(own 
farm) 

Off-farm 
(agri-

culture) 

Off-farm 
nou-agri-
culture 

(including 

House-
hold 
work 

Leisure 
tim (not
employed) 

No. Z No. % students)No. Z No. % No. 
Full-time Fefules 4

Males 21 
Part-,time Females 23
morethan M ales 35 
1/3 of tLe2 

3 
18 
19 
30 

4 
5 
3 
2 

3 
5 
3 
2 

28 
39 
11 
17 

23 
33 
9 

15 

20 
o 

54 
28 

27 
0 

45 
24 

0 

0 
2 

0 

0 
2 

Part-time Females 33
less than Males 15 
1/3 of time8 

27 
I 

1 
1 

1 
1 

12 
6 

10 
" 

22 
31 

18 
2? 

9 
8 

7 
7 

Although the fulltim 
involvement of female famiy members in
household matters is not so significant, ifboth full-time
and part-time engaaezetz5.areindicate the need for taken into account8.t lcast these figuresone female faM-ly member to attendto the household chores.
 

With regard to unemployment among family members, none of the
females 
 idicated total unemployment. 
Rowever, 7Z of the fe­males indicated that they were under-employed. Extent of
.unemployment is very much less significant when compared to
other areas.
 
Table 5.6 examine3 the allocation of 
time b- the female family
members of the selected households, according to the different
age groups. 
As for the allocation of time on own-farm
activities, the Table shows that none of the female memberethe age group 14-20 was engagad full-time on own-far 

of 
activi­ties, while only 5Z andage groups 14-20 and 3Z of the female family members in the21-35 respectively reported their conti­bution to own farm work on a full-timof female members was mainly basis. The contribution

be due on a parL.time basis.to the fact This maythat their contribution.is mostlyto transplanting limitedweeding and harvesting. 
It ju 
females 

also seen from the same Table that nearly 23-24X ofit ach group were the 
activities. The 

en-gaged in off-farm nou-agriculturalstudmta who account for 4Z of the total offemale family members, arstalso included in this category.
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lOWiMvg, all of them belong to thehence, 	 age group of 14-20,the majority of as, who gain emplo;,nent from off­farm activities ccre from the age groups of 21-35 and 36-65. 
With regard to the contribution ofwork, 	 it was evident that 

female members to hou5thold
the majority whotime came frn the 	

were involved full­older age groups. There wasvariation among 	 no markedthe groups with refeieacb to off-farm agr i ­cultural activities. 

Table 	5-6 Distribution of female members 
according to age and employment 

- 121 

Farm- Off- Off-farm
ing 	 House- Leisure No. offarm non-agri- hold tize respont­(own agri- culture work (notfarm) 	 ea- dents incul-- (including ployed) each ageture. students)

No. Z No. 	 groull% No. 2 
 No. 	 Z No. Z No. % 
Full-time 0 0 2 7 7 2314-20 	Part-tibe 15 48 0 

2 7 0 00 3 10 21 368 Y0 31 160 
2 1- 3 5 	 Full-time 3 


Part-time 28 50 
5 

2 
1 2 

q 
13 23 8 14 0 017 3n 39 70 4 7 5610cOver 	 FuIll-time 

35 Part-time 13 
1 

38 
3 2 6 e 24 10 29 0 02 6 
 6 	 18 21 62 2 634700 

5.4 	 PWe.mt Emtoynet Patt.,.
o6 Fai.y Membeu 

It was seen that 109 fanily members of Che age group of 14-65years 	were engaged in non-agricultural act3.vit-..ez.
gory includes students as well. 
This cate-


The total number 
of students
in this age group is 12, of which 7 are males. A breakdown of
the off-farm employment of family members (excludingis given 	 students)in Table 5.7. 
 It is 
seen that unlike in other areasa substantial proportion of both male and female work force
is employed in non-farm activities.
 

Table 	5.7 Employment of family members of age
14-65 in off-ferm activities 

(excluding students) 
Activity Females Males Total 

No. z do. 2 No. Z 
Salaried or white-collar 

employment 11 28 7 12 18 19Skilled workers excluding

textile weaving*


Textile weaving 	 0 0 16 28. 16 174 	 10 0 40 4 

http:act3.vit-..ez
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'able 5.7 (coutd'.) 

Activity Females 
No. 2 

Mla 
No. 

: 
Z 

-.,'& Rl 
ft. z 

Agricultural labourer 
Non-agricultural labourer 
Businesa 
Other kinds of salf-mployment** 

9 
4 
5 
7 

23 
20 
23 
18 

9 
5 

18 
2 

16 
9 

32 
4 

18 
9 

23 
9 

19 
9 
24 
9 

Total 40 200 57 100 97 200 

Blackmiths, muons, carpenters etc. 

Sawing, knittins etc. 
Salaried or wbits-collar Qployment wa the most important
single source of ...employment for femaleeight 	per cent family members. Twenty(28%) 	 i~f thebetween the. ag 	 total female family members 
mert, 

of 14-65 were engaged in white-collar emloy­while 	the respe:tivd figure for males yas only 12Z.Twenty thrae par cent
16Z of 	 (23%) of the female finaily umberg andthe males were employed as agriculturalThe 	 labourers.Table also reveals that the majority of the males (32)gained employmert 
28% of 

from various business activities, whilethem were skilled workers. Only 10% of the femaleswere engaged in textile weaving,accepted zhough it 'is generallythat textile weaving is a better source of employmentfor women. However, 18% of 
age of 	

the female family members of thegrovp 14-65 years, vere self-employed and were engagedin iaving and knitting. 

5.5 	 Souae. od Inna_, 
It was not intended to collect detailed information on familyincome and only the sources andthe 	 the amounts of cashselected families 	 income ofwere ascertained 
survey. 	 through the quaestionnaireFor this purpos,% - (a) sale of paddy in the(b) sale of highland produce 	 crop year;

in the crop year; (c) sale oflivestock produce; (d)
other 	sources 

income from off-farm employment andwere enumerated. A breakdown of farm familiesaccording to their total annual "cash income" in given inTable 	5.8. 
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Table 5.8 Distribution of households by thef-_
 
annual cash income
 

N -46 

Annual cash No. of Percentage of Proportion fromincome 
 housbholds 
 houdiholds 
 agricultural
 

sources
Upto 500 2 4 0500- 1,000 0 01,001 - 2,000 0

112po0. - 3,000 
3 66 

233,001 - 5,000 
5 2310 22 435,001 - 8,000 13 28Over 8,000 10 22 

50 
30 

Total 
 46 
 200 
 38
 
Despite the fact chat the. disparity in incom distribution isseen to a large extent, it seenis from the above Table thatthe majority of femaleswere getting relatively high cashIncomes. For instance, 501 of the fmilies recelva'ancash income anm ,s'­of over Rs 5,000. Further, 722 of the totalfamilies receive an average annual incomeOn the other hand, only 15Z of 

of over Is 3,000.

the families received less than
Is 2,000 per anows. 

The Table does not show a relationship between theand total i'omeits ptoprtion frza agricultural sources. However,revealed that the it Mmnscontribution of agricultureincome of of the total cashthe families Was. ess than 5O in most cases. Itscontribution was lower in the lover income groups weil asin high income groups. This may as
be due to the fact thatreceiving higher incomes derived 

those 
most of their income fromsalaried employment, while on 

very low 
the other hand those receivingincomes were landless and derived their incomes fromother sources like agricultural labour. 

When the annual cash incomes from agricultural productsexamined, areit was seeA that the income from paddywhen was smallercompared with the income from highland crops. Thisdifferenme was much significant amonga the farmers receivingtotal cash incomc of lis than Ps 2,000 per annum whichindicates the subsiutant nature of paddy farming among laiincome groups. It iw likely that in the casegroups, of low incomemost of the production is consumed at home.gives a breakdown of Table 5.9the cash incomes from various agricultural 
sources. 
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"'able 5.9 Distribution of households by ;aeirannual cash income from the sale of
 
agricultural produce
 

N - 26Annual cash 
 Paddy 
 Highland
income Livestock
No. Total
2 No. 
 No.
z Z No. Z
Upto 
 500 
 1 4 
 1 4
501 -1,000 0 0 2
0 
 5
1,001 2,,000' 0 29 0 
8 

4 25 0 3 128 312,001 - 4,00o 0 06 23 5 19
Over 4,00o 2 8 

7 27 0 0 7 2?
3 22 0 
 0 9 3
In spice of the fact that Kandupalatha
the Mid-coUntry area, being located in
improved 

wet zone, is ideal cor profitable rearing ofcattle breeds, the study revealed that none of thefarmers received any cash income from dairying.of the households received,,ny cash income 
Further, none

by keepin poultry,pigs or goats. 
A total c! 26 households (562 of tbincomes from agricultural sources. 

total) had received c&sh 
Cash Of thse. 612incomes of more hadreceived 
contrast with the 

than Re 2,O00 per year. Thissituation iii inprevailingfurcher, the study revealed that 
in other areas studied.852 of the households receivedxncoLes from sources other than agriculture,
 

Table 5.10 gives the annual cash incomes ofwho were: engaged the family membersin of f-fai--, activj,:eu8. S~ki1 led workers(excluding textile weavers) and salaried or white-collar
employees, were receiving higher incomes. 
Sewing, knitting
and other types of self-!mployment could also ba considered
as important sources of income despite the fact that some gam
womm received low incomes. 

textile weaving 

Only 4 freales were engaged in per annum. and they too were drawing less than Rx 2,000Significant contribution of trade and other sources
to the .off-farmcash incomes is also seen from the same Table.
 
With regard to the degreeselected, of indebtednessthe study revaloethat b832 amonG the fmuiliesable to meet day-to-day of the households ver
this is a satisfactory 

expenses without obtaining loans ad 
areas fituon compared to that of the otherincluded in this study. As for the annual Sxpnditureon food, 632 and 352 of the respondents stated that they spentbetween 50Z-752 and over 75Z of the total annual incomes
respectively 
on food. 
The study also reveqled that annual
expenditure on clothing was less than 25% of the total cash.mncamefor all the households.
 

Vet
 



Table 5.10 Distribution of households by their annual cash receipts 
from non-arLcultural sources 

-. 47 

Annual cash 
income 

.on-sri- Salaried or 
cultural white-collar 
labour ezployment 

No. Z No. z 

Silled iork-
ers excluding 
textile weaving 
No, 2 

Textile 
weaving 

No. -

Other types. 
of self em-
ployrent 
Na. z 

Trade and 
other 

. parces 
No. 2 

Total 

No. z 

Upto 500 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 7 3 7 6 1 

501 - 1,000 0 0. 0 0 0 0 1 2 1 2 2 4 A 9 

1,001 - 2oo 2 4 0 0 2 43 7 0 0 1 2 0 17 

2,001 -4,000 1 a 1 2 8 .1? 0 0 2 4 2 4 14 30 

Over 41!000 0 0 6 .13 3 7 0 0 1 8 5 11 15 33 

LD' 

- I 
I 
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5.6 SklA, POUed~~ byj the
Faftit. Membeu 

Table 5.11 summerises the various skills possessed by famLlymembers. 
Of the 41 mmbers who reported the specific skillspossessed by them, 31 war femles. Thf mjoriy ofcthi(522) POssessed slj in sewing. Butindicated that only the aalier ana!.ysisaew of them were gainfully employed 

Table 5.11 also show~ that som female$kills in knittng and family msnbers Pohbeglsedtextile weaving. 
Table 5.11 Specific skills POssessed by
 

family members 
Skills Females as 

N 31 N 10
No. 2 no. z

Textileweav.ng .. 
 7 23Hat weaving 2 7 2
 
Sewing h/t~iu$••16 52
 
Cadj u.ea.,ing 8.3 20 -
Cookery .. 2 
Reed/Rush Work 
 2 0 
Carpentry 
 . 4 13 1 20Timber saving 6 10 
Industry with coconuit fiLbreCoconut leaf ork 1 120 

. 20
Art. 1 10
 

Although 31 fema fa&mily Memberspossesed specific skills, it 
of the selected two villagesshould be notedthem had (7 were that only 11 of 

waving) wade use 
engaged in sewing and knitting and 4 in textileof the skills in hsaking imployment. 

With regard to the way of laarning these akills, 21% stated thatthe), leart these skills through formal participation and 21Zthrough informal participation,
reepcmd-enta reported they learned 

while the remaining 58Z of the'these skills through both meaw 
As for the interest shown by the female fily members tolearn specific skills, the majuri-,yin Auim1i husbandry. were keku to have tranin*At present none of tht houasholdsany cash income earnsfrom auial husbandry.which ths fm.I The other areee infamily members liked to beprinting, saving,, Cottage trataid we,.batikindust!'ies =4 kttul , 
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Table 5.12 SPcific skills that respondents 
liked to learn 

N a 26 
Skills 

No. z 
Animal hsbandry 4 
Batik printing
Sewing 
Knitting 

14.5 
5. 
3 

4 

12 

When giving reasons for wanting o rn
 
sk~t*a
skills, '11whall the respondents the above mentinestated that they Ished mt od 

to met fmily requirrntg but 41 the produce as well.
Further the study'kewealed that 67X oftheir the households badthat they $Owing Machinswu saw and 76X oftheir oa-clothes. the respondnt StatedThe remaining 24Z piu forseweing Their clothes. 

.7 Hmei Gwcden awii PbuL~f 

With refearence to the awarenessgardening, of the advantagesthe of homestudy revealed 
were not convinced 

that 3CZ of the reapeadents
the availability of of

land
the 

for
usefulness of home gardiming. As fo1.this PUpose, almosthouseholds reported the ownership of 

all the 
gardeing. a plot of land forOf these home 
221 up 

41 had between 0.126-0.25to 0.125 acres. Ft=ther, acres and
farm fauilies in the 

it was seen that 88Z of thearea produce vegetablesin their home gardens. for home needsThe respondentshome gardans could who did not havenot zention any Nalid reascas for not havinga home garden.
 

Only lOZ of the households reported keeping poultry.
60Z had indigenous breeds. Of theseTh balance who arepoultry keeping adopted engaged in 
considered to 

the "deep litter" systcm which istoe an improved system of management.for not keeping poultry is The reasonsgiven in Table 5.13.

Table 5.13 
 leasons for not keeping poultry 

M a 41
 
Reasons 


No. Z. 
Lack of space 
 ..
Lack of capital 
 .

Difficulty in 12 29buying nets, chicks etc.Lack of 2 7interest and unwillingaeskeep poultry to 

19 46Lack of time. 
2 5 

http:0.126-0.25


Lack of interest and unwilvinguess to keep Poultry were,main thereasons given by the respondent3Poultry. However, there 	
for not keeping 

keeping aS 	
is scope for expanding poultryAm incom generating activity for female'-
by providing capital, 	 brsmaterial and training requirem,:,2ts.
 

5.8 	 Rupok6de Vie;6 on tk Ckrt .gon
06 1"om Ge VtZVi A~ctvitiW 
In obtai ni respondents' views on the possibility ofscale enterprises mallwhich 	could be cr -,ted for ruralfor tbe Purpose of creating 	 tomn

income generating activitiufrom locally available raw materials, thethat 	 Ctudy revealedthe majority of the respondents (611) 	 viewed thePossibility of bags, hat# and. vat weaving, usina Of "Pan"(rush) coconut leaves and other such items.and bezidi wrappings were 	 Coir products 
shown in Table 5.14. 

alqa stated by the respovijents as 

Table 	5.14 Income generating activities that couldcreated by 
using locally available rm
 
materials
 

N a 46 

l aw c v i t 	 N . o f 
materials 

rempondents
"Pan" Weaving mats, bagv, hats eat.
"Pan" 	 28 UHandicraf s 
Coir 4Making brushes and other coir 

2 

productsCray 
 Brick 	making 6 23 
Tobacco 	 1Beedi 	wrapping 2
 
Coconut leaves 	 1 2Boxes 	and hanicrafsc 2 4 
Lack of kneowledge and experience, lack ofwere stated by the 	 markating facilities, 
associated with 

ajority of the respondents as problemsthe creation of income generating activitiesusing 	 lacp IY available raw materials. 
Repnndan' 
 views 	on income generating activities thatbe created with 	 couldraw materials brought from outside are givenin Table 5.15.
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Table 	5.15, Income 
ge eracing activitiFs Lh&bt 
could be created by usin& ri-.u .aterials 

bzought from ov.,aide 
N a 46 

Raw materials Activity 
 No. z 
Cloth 	and batik dye 
 Batik 	industries 
 8 	 17
Yarn 	 Textile weaving 
 15 3
Cane 11sking furuiLure

and bags 
 .1 
 24 
Tobacco

Plastic 	 Beedi wrapping 4 9cane 
 Plastic bags 
 7 	 is
"Pan". leather. coir Produc~s based on 

these raw mwavials 5 11 
The problems associated with these enterprises were similar
to those associated with enterprises using locally available
material except that difficulties of obtaining raw materials was ntioned as an additional problem. However, lack ofknowledge and .paeriince was given mare weightae. thandifficulties in marketing in regard to the second category of
enteprise. 

5.9 	 Rae o6 RW kJan6iom .tinRoe ion 
.to dme Inc~ome Geananbing Ae~tvitLeA 
An attempt was mde 	to obtain respondents views on tbe role
of rural organizations with regard to the creation of icomegenerating actlviti" for female family menbers. As for the,presence of rural orgnisa.ions which provid. training andother services to fewaLe wazbers, with regard to any form ofincome generating activities, 76% of the respondzt=3 indicate.the avreneea of such argauisations. This is in 	:.ontrast withthe situation found in other areas surveyed.
 

Most of the service2 and trainia'; were provided by; he"fl~zkhmithi". 
The t-ain.Lng imparted by such organisatio'n was
mainly- on farming, cottage induistces, sewing, knitting and
cookiry. 

All th. respondeats reportef the ueed of -:ural 	orgaiisations iacreating inc(me genarating activities fo: rural vaomn.' Themajority of mn recogniaed the need to establish woLan'sorganiations to.'facilitate farm wome 	to engage in income
generating riatLvities. 

7 



6. CG4PARATIVE ANALYSIS AND COUC",UCiO S 

It- Wes f elt that a COCazatiVe 3z~ o - r cevarz and-,d ­
ussiful in examidig th inte,-ai..a" ,, 
similarities and'in identifying the saifir t~ tat
would be useful in formulatiz, ic.oaa - . ,i-.i. s 
for.rural farm wm.. In th aurv aaoz.r az itti=A'i 
regard to male populationa a also: in r,h ; r o 
Comare theei ployent actiri-a Of . =boa1rsera 
of fir' f milie. w,,v, -this infori&orti Lo uti.isedo c aar,

in the ec~prative analys is. 

.. 1 FaiL4SUzc 

Th family size in the swrlehselected from Jaffna a.d 
ol4iy tiya averaged 5-6u mber3, a tigure which. ise cbm a­

ble with -the average fmily sisa in the tical Avctor. ju 
oere =isize of the h-usbolds in Tndupl th, and 
Swainivatte wes 7, while, in RaJangane it was 4-5 maberas. 
The nuber of f mtale fmo1y mombern of the age group 1"-5 
in the selected hou ehodawetaged t in Xaliyapitiyu, 
1-2 in Jaffaeand 2ajangana and 2-3 in i,dupalatha 7zd. 
Iomiuivatte. TEMS TM WMIR 01 FDCALE IML3S 0F TM AGE 
G&WP 14-65 WAS SEUINfl3MflIA2!, KAWMUPAZ.JU A= 
MMWWh1ITMT WPZN CC(YARED TO.TI OI TWO AR2US. 

The distribution of feale4 family'mbers by, age, within 
thge group 14-65 is Sivej in Table: SA.. In all ares, the 

46-65 &&,a group comp-deeod the lowatt proportiou *! :be ftmale 
population. it is seen from the Table that the lzrgect
proportion of the female poipulation in Zaiangaczi and lamdu­
palatba vas in the age group of 21-30 years, *t.i1e tu the 
other areas the 14-20 age group comrised t~he hIiajt pro­
portion of finala members. 1ra the figcures Previnsd. in 
the Table it could be gmnraliaed that around 60% of the 
female labout fates in all areas arobatsom 14-30 yaws at 
*age. 

Best Available Document
 

http:KAWMUPAZ.JU
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6.1.2 

Table 6.1 Percentage distribution of femalefamily members 

an important co.deatiort in arin­lating income 

Age 
group 

Kuliyapi-
tiya 

of age 14-65 by 

Jaffna Rajangana 

their age 

Kandupa,. 
lath& 

Bemini­
watte 

14-20 
21-30 
31-45 
46-65 

Total 

29 
26 
30 
15 

100 

36 
24 
22 
19 

o0 

26 
42 

28 
4 

100 100 

26 
39 

22 
13 

100 

32
28 

24 
16 

UEA.tio 

Educational level is 
generating activities for rural farm womenin Iaparticular area.,. The study revealed that the level 

of edcton of-65 in the f'emle POPulatim betweenRajangana the naeis low when comrared to the 
of

arae". other fourIF THE AREAS AM ARRAINED ACCORDZ TO THE P RoENTG.OF PFEMUS OF THLGE GROUP 14-65, WMT AT LEAST 5 YEAIS 01Sr"8OOLNG,MUPAIA&LA BMINIWAT CONES FIRST (71Z) FLL0WM 3y(68%), IWLIYAPITYA (61t),.,RAJANGANA JAFFNA (521) AND(47%); HOWEVER, KADUPAIATLA, (34%) HAS THEHIGHEST PERCENTAGE OF FE1ALES WITH GCZEQUALIFICATION ("o LEVEL)AND IS FOLLOWED BY KULIYAPITITA (25Z). 
Table 6.2 Percentage distribution of female

family members of age group 14-65
by their level of education 
Level of Kuliya- Jaffna Rajanganaeducation pitiya Kandupa- Bemini­

lathe watte
 
No schooling 
 12 
 12
Upto grade 5 41 

7 9 12
27 
 42 
 23 
 17
Grade 6 to
'0' level 
 36 
 41 
 39 34 
 56
Passed '0' level
and above 
 25 11 
 8 34 15.Total 
 100 
 100 
 100 
 100 


6.2 PiviZio o6 Lakowr. 
The survey was intended to collect information on the allo­cation of tive by female membersTable 6.3 gives for, various activities.the breakdown of the female population ofthe age group 14-65, in the 5 areas selected, on the basisof division of labour. 

G1­

100 
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Most females were engaged in own farm work mainly on a *)art­time basis. THE TIME ALLCCATZON FOR FAMIFG 'AS ,G EST ZNRAJANGANA. OF THE SELECTED AREAS IN JAFFNA AGIELICJLTURE WASNOT AN IAPORIANT SOURCE OF Mi.-PLOENT FOR WOMCN. HERE ONLY12% OF THE FtiALE POPULATION W;ME ENGAGED I OWN FARMACTIVITIES on part-time basis (none of them were engaged
in own farm activities on full-tima basis) and this figure
when expressed as a per:.ntage of the number of farmers, both
full-time and part-time accounts to 21%. 
P-RCEbL1ES OF
FI1ALE MEMBERS ENGAGED IN FAMILY FARM ACTIVITIES fZITFR ONFULL-TInE OR PART-TiDE BASIS IN TMZ OTHEZ AAS NAMELYKULIYAPITIYA, RAJANGAN KA,%UALATEA AND B&INIWITE WERE
402, 74%, 49% AID 54% RESPECTIVELY. 
This when expressed as a
percentage of the numbar of farmers, (both jull-tim andpart-time) works out to 57%, 82 Z?,.80%'and 77% resepeqtively. Thehigh participation of fmale members in own farm activities
is an important critarica to be considered when formulating
income generating activities for rural women within the
agricultural sector. 

THE STUDY ALSO REVEALED THAT OFF FAFX AGRICULTURAL ACTIVITIESWEE NOT AN DIPORTANT SOURCE OF EKLOW4ENT FOR ?DUALE F&MILYLHBERS INANY ONE OF THE FIVE SELECTED AREAS.
 

The proportion of female faily members of the ages 14-65,employed in off-farm non-agricultuzal activities (excludingstudents) is given in Table 6.4. 
Rajangana recorded thelowest percentage of fmale family members engaged in such
tce.vities. This may be due to the Lack .f off-tarm non­agricilturaL employment opportuities as it is minly anagricultural area 
(a colonisatiou schme) and is situated
away from urban areas. Correspondingly the level of unler­employment is also higher in this area. On the othe-: handoff-farm non-agricultural activities which employ one t1.izdof female members of age group 14-65, is the moat Lmportant

single source of employment in the Kandupalacta area.
 

THE STUDY REVEALS THE NEE 
FOR AT LEAST ONE F F FA:M.Y,MATMEMBER TO ATTEND TO ALL THE ROUSE'dOLD WORX ON A FULL-TDMBASIS. Considering the family size (3-7) and the timeallocated to other activities, one could argue that thetime spent on household work is generall7 mre than what iLsrequired. 
For example, in Rajangana and Kuliyapir.iya, 65%and 40% female members respectively are engaged in householdactivities on a full-tim 
basis along 'withothers who are
involved on a part-tim basis. In Bemini'acta and randu­palatha full-time engagement in household activities is lowwhen copared to other ar"s where household activities are
shared by more than one family member. ALT 'UG FULL-TME UN-ELODMM WAS NOT RO0RTED BY FALQ MfZ R, T3= S 

pest Availdale Document
 



65 

UDER-EXPLOYKENT TO A LARGE EXTENT.'
predominant in Rajan'gana Under-employmezt waswhere 92Z of the female memberswere not gainfully employed for.more than one third bf theirtim In Kandupalatha where both farm and off-f rm amployment
were hqh, only 7% of:the femalefamilY Members of-the age
group 14-65 reported unemploymnt and that too on.part--timsbasis. 
 In the remaining three areas the situation was 
moderate. 

Table 6.3 
 Percentage distribution -f 
female members 
of the age group 14-65 by allocation of 

time f-or various activities 

Code 1 - full-time
 
Code 2 - part of the time 
Code 2a ­ more than one thick'of the time
 
Code,2b - less than one third of the time 

iArM- Of --farm Off-f a-M House- Leisure timeI.ng (agriculture)(non-agei-
 hold (not employed) 
culture) work 

including 
students 

1 Za 2b I 2a 2b I 2a 2b 1 
2a 2b Za
1 2b 
Kuliyapitiya 
3 28 9 0 0 1 26 4 0 40 19
Jaffna 7 0 26 9
0 2 10 0 1 0 27
Rajangana 6 65 3 1 7 

9 3 54 15 16 0 0 67
4 4 30 65 24 1 0 92
Kandupalatha3 6
9 27 3 3 1 23 
 9 10 17 45 18 0
Beminiwatte 0 7
1 23 30 0 0 
 1 10 17 3 24 46 17 0 19 54
 

Table 6.4 Employment of female members of age
 
14-65 years in off-farm
 

non-agricultural activities
 

Total no. of No. employed No. employed infemale members in off-farm off-farm mou-a,­
of age 14-65 non-agricul- r'.cultural acti­

tural activi- vities expressed
ties (excl.ud-- as a pexcentage
ing studerzs) C9 totzl 

Kuliyapitiya 117 
 21 
 18
Jaffna 
 93 
 16 
 17
Raj argana 
 91 
 3 
 3
Undupalathet 
 121 
 46
Beminiwatte 3145 
 22 
 1. 

Although full-time unemployn.t waa not repotted by
female members, a large proportion of them were
employed either in the farm or in the household on
a part-time basis. 
 These members can take up full­time employmeznt if opportunities are available.
 



O e6mining the ailocatiIon o f tize by ?he female -=ily
members Of the selected five areas, on the ba3in of the 
difftrent age groups, it was observed that the majority of
f1inaes invclvlad full-time in household activities were
above 20 ycars of age. The mjority of the unhers involved 
in faring (either full-tim or part-im basis) axe alea
in the same ae goup. Ms t of the mebes ciployed in off­
farm 	nou-saricultural activities firm ofwere the age group
14-20 and 20-35. 

Table 6.5 lives the parcatage distribution of femala family
imnbr3 of the ages 14-63 according to off-farm e=ploynmt.
This shows gast div=sity according to the respective areas. 
Fr lustanc, skilled vork, which accounto for 71% was the
 
mst iportaunt source of off-far. aploymat in Kzliyapitiya 
uea while labour and"self-cploymet vee the mjor sources 
of tif-fazm employmvt i. Jaffna. 1T IS SEEN FROM TABIZ 6.5 
IMM7 	 IN AAAA NOMU CW ITOT YFALE FIWfTY MEH IS WERE
EMMED. IN SALARIED E2!4LO T , SMI=ZD WO4 LAOU OR TZRAS. 
THS IT ,OULD BE CONCUD THAT IN RAJ&AA AN URGENT SU EXITS
FOR M CMEAOI OF HM ZCWLO' O?7 ITUNI'IES OUTSIDE THE 
'4aZcrTUWA', SECTOR. 

Table 6.5 Typ* 	 of wiplayrant of famale family
 
umbra of age 14-65 years
 

Percantage of Respondents

Kuiya- Jaffna Raj an- Kandupa- Bamini­

•pitiya ga latha vatse 
JN a 21 N a 16 N = 3 N a 40 k - 22 

Salaried ov white­
collar caployaw* 29 019 	 28 18 

Skilled work 
 72 i3 0 20 27 
Labour 	 5 25 0 33 23
Trade 	 0 23 0 13 0 
fthar kinds of self-,
 

=Vloywnt 5 200 3a
32 	 18 

The foregoing diszausion could be sumarised as follows : 

1. 	 OF-FARK NON-AGRICULTURAL E OPPORWITIES 
AR IUDELAT_ ALL TE FIVE AREAS. TR1S 13 SEEN 
TO A GREATER D=RLE3 EMA 3 OUTIN RAM E ONLY OF
91 JP .LZFAMILY HLEMS WERE GAINGLL= EMPLOYED IN 
ME-1AA?4 ION-AGRICULTUL AcTMVT1ES. KANWUPAJ&TE 

REPORTS inE H7ZU5 PRIU y M_ FUW.Z FAMIL7 
HEHMSINVOLTE I OFF-PARK WORI. BQWM, 7Z,


TOO IT ACC = 7M ON TRI OW TN TOTAL 7MWZ
 
W= FORCE.
 



2. SALARIED OR WITE--COLLAR, EQ ,-LTE'AND LO7R MMTO BE THE MAJOR AVF2UZS OF OFF-FAPI. TPLO~wMFEMALE MHL'BERS FORIN MOST AREAS WHILE OTHER AVENUESSUCH A, TEXTILE WEAVING, SEWING, KNITTING, SANDICRAFTIMDUSTFLY A&E O LESSER IMPORTA jCE. 
3. T 3 THEI IS : SCOPE FOR E EST3LI15HE OFnl a4E GENERA.LNG AI;T&VITIES XAKI USE OF SUCHSKILLS IN ALL TU AREAS COVERM BY W PRESENT 

SMUY. 

Informatiom on the skills alzeeady p'ssessed by thefemale family m3mbers as aswell the skills theydesired to learn al3 supports this view.
 
IT WAS ALSO S THAT TEME 
 IS A POSSIBILITYOF AmITIONAL KPLOVEME FOR THE CREATION

WITHIN AGRICULTURE, BOTH IN ANDTHE FARM OUTS1IIN UOST OF THESE AREAS TUROUGH LTODUC:XIN CROPPING PATTERNS. CHANGESA t=epts couldlabour be made to introduceintensive cash craps. This would gerwcate additionaleloyment opportunities within agriculture in rural areasand consequently Participation of female family members inagricultural activities could be enhanced. In addicion,there may be possibilities of introducing cash crops whichcan be grown and marketed by farm women. 

N.46.3 Sk" Qe&aed by the
Fwemg. Fami.4 Membeu 
Tha specific skills possessed by the female family viwhich could help in. bersplanning any form of income generatingactivities am givem in Table 6.6. 

Table 6.6 Skills pos-sesscid by female family 
members
 

Percentage of RespondentsKuliya- Jaff'nz Raj an- Kmadupa- Bemini­pitiya 
 gEna l-ha 
 watteN.- 49 N - 60 N - Z9 -N 31 N - 73 
Textila weaving 61 5 14 23Mat weaving 2927 57 35Sewing 7 2252
1nitting 

8 24 52 41 - -Weaving bags etc. -
- 26 23

41 13Food preparation 11- - -Weaving cadjan 8 
7 8- - 10 1Making curios and


Ornamnets 


Typing and short-
- - - 11 

hand

Poe, lty keeping 2 ­-

6 
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Table 6.6
 

Percentage of 
 Respondents

Kuliya- Jaffna Rajan- Kzndupa- Benini­
pitiya gana latha Wate 
N 49 N -60 N -29 N -31 N - 73 

Flower making 
 .... 
 3Batik printing .... 1 
Beedi wrapping ­ 1
Other handicrafts -

-

3 
-

- 4
'N' as Z of total 

­

female members 42 65 32 26 50 
In Jaffna, 65% of the female family members of the age group
14-65 reported posessing specific skills, while in Rajan­gana and Kandupalatha about one third and one fourth of thefemale uvrk force respectivily reported possessing skills.
Skills possessed by the femala family members in Beminiwattewere many - aong which sewing, textile weaving, mat .weavingand lnitting were the major ones. The skills poasessed by
female members va?7 in accordance with pertimular areas.For instance the uiLls possessed by the females in Kuliyapiciyawerae minly textile weaving (61Z) and mat veaving (27%) whilein R&jangma the majority possessed skills in wasving mats and bags. 

HOWEVER, ON CCPAPRLG THESE SKILLS WITS TE LWVEL O OFF-FEM DPLOMINT OF FDIALE FAMILY M.MBZRS (TABLES 6.4 AND6.5), IT IS SEEN THAT TE SKILS POSSESSED 3Y TMI HAVEN0I BEEN ADEQUATEL! T.LISED AND THIS S:TUATION IS CLEARLY

SH3WN IN.TABLE 6.7. 

Table 6.7 utiliaation of specific skills for
 
income generating activities
 

Kuliya- Jaifna Raj an- Kandupa- Bemini

pitiya 
 :&an latha vatts 

No. of female family
 
members possessing
 
specif ic skills, 
expressed as a per­
centage of the total 
female = force 42 65 32 
 26 50 
No. of female members 
who make use of these 
skills to &tin employ­
m2Ut expressed as a 
percentage of the total

female work force 15 83 9 
The Table above clearly indicates that there is scope orUtilising these skills- i incomn gneratint activities. 



69 

.4 SkJJJ Deted byFouiy Mmbm6
 

Specific skills which the fimale family members desized to
learn, could be used as an i'mPortgnt guideline in designiug
income generating activities for rural farm women.in the present stUdy it wuS Hence
intended. Co Satharon inf lrmaeionthe interests shown by the respondents to leernskills. specificTHE STUDY REVEALED THAT T3 MAJORITY Op T.. FALESIN JAFrA AND RAJANGu WERE KEEN. TO HAvYRSEWING, KNITTr= A TRAn INAND TZT.X WEAVIM, WEIEMAJORIT IN KANDPAL&T4,OF THE RESPOND S EXPRESSED THEIR DESIRE TO BETRAIED IN A IMAL HUSBANDRY. IN BEHINIWATTE THE MAJORITYOF TEE RESPCNDENTS SHOWED INTEREST IN BATIK IN=STRY,
HAMM CURIOS AND ORNAMETS, TEXTI:LE 
 WEAV- AND SEWI ,
WHILE IN KULIYAITUA 
 THE MAIN AREAS OF £.Lt_-ST SBOWN BYTE RESPONDETS WERE H&NDICRAT WORK,SEWL4G. BATIK InDuSTRY ANDTable 6.8 swmarises the skills decired to be leantby fm .aemembers in the selected ares. 

.Table 6.8 
 Skills desired by female fmily
 
members .
 

Percentage of Respondents
Kuliya- Jaf.inaSkills Rajan- K.ndupa- Bemini­pitiya 
 gana latbh 
 watte
N - N ­26 37 N - 43 N a 26 -
N 71
 

Sewing 
 23 28 88 12 23Litting 
-- 26 4Textile weaving 6A5 38Mat weaving A9 25 - 9Handicraft work ­35 
-

Batik printing 23 -
99 - 7 
- 19 28Animal husbandry 


- , -Cottage industr7 54 3 
- -
 - 2 -Making curios andornaments - _ 
 -Food preparation 29 - - - 200Beedi wrapping 

­-
- . 7Bee-keeping 
 _ 
 _ 
 _
 

With reference to the reasonsskills the majority f or learn.i thes4. specificof the respondents in all th,' areasRajangana stated exceptthat they wished to lear2 these skills in
order to 'produceitems
and also to meet 

f or, sale or for seeking z,poymentfamily requireimenes. Fjvever, the majority
of the respondents (66Z) -n
Rajangana isated that they wouldlike to learn those skills only to meet domestic requirements.In this regard i= 'should be noted that 88Z of 
the respondents
in this area desired to be trained in sewing and at presentthe majority of the households (70Z) pay for sewing. 
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6.5 Hfome Gaitdeud. 
ad Pamtfty
 

Sme gardening of vegetables and poultry proucta are helpful in 
raiaig, the nutritional stadards of rual families. Eme 
gardening and poultry keeping for how consumptiot. will also 
reduce tah e3xpenditure on food items. Further, mrketabla 
surpluses cou, bd lead to an increase in the cash inctme of 
the family. 

6.5.1 Home Gdening 

Hajority of the responde:m! wart. aware of the advantages of 
home gardening. The study revealed that more than 5OZ (f
the fam families bad.some land t:o produce vegetables for 
home needs. However, 'home production w' vegetables, fruits 
etc., in relatively low in Beminivatt and Kuliyapitiya

despite the fA'nt that the climatic, conditii are favourable 
and that there is sufficient female labour. 

IT IS SM THAI N MOST OF TRE AREAS HME GAIDENInG. IS NOT 
CARUID OUT SYSTEMATICALLY. HENCX '.ME IS A NEED TO 

MITDUCE PROFITABLE HCHE GARDErING PROGRAbES TO EACE OF
THESE FVE AREAS. THIS IS PARTICULALY RELEVANT TO AREAS Ili 
BEM(NIWATTE AND KULIYAITIYA. 

6.5.2 PauJ..byy Keepig 

DESPITE THE FACT THAT POULTU KEEPIN IS A PROFITABLE ERT-
PRISE, IT WAS OB3ERV .HAT IN ALL AREAS, EZCPT JAMA,
ONLY A FEW HOUSEHOLDS ULRE ENGAGED IN THIS ACTIVI1T. Ninety
three per ceat (13%) of the households in Jaflna w=e 
engaged in pottltry keeping, while only S% of the total 
families :La Rajan;aua had poultry. The respective figures
for the other areas are - tKuliyapitiya 201 3 niniwatte 20" 
and Kandupalatha 10%. 

Most of thoee who were engaged in poultry keeping rasred 
,indigenous breeds under the free range systen. Thus there 
is a greater potential for the organisation and improvement 
of this activity in t.m futurs. 

IT IS EVIDLT FROK A OVE FACTS, THAT TWEE ARE POSSI-
BILITES OF P VIDLG WPLOTLMM OPPOTUT7ZS FOR RURAL 
WMTW.=.", MULL SCALE H04E BASED ?ROJECTS SUCH AS HOKE 
GARDENMlG AND PCULTRY KEEPTM . IMONR9, IT IS ESSENTIAL, 
ESPECIALLY A7 TIE LITIAL STAGES 'O P&NVMhE ASSISTAIC SUCE
AS- TE PROVISION OF UMUTS (e.g. SEED .MATERIAL, CHICKS 
ETC)., T!XCIICAL INOW-ROW AND MARKZTING FACLITIES. 

Best Available Document
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6.6 m~LLSCda. E~tte~aeA 

Data vere collected in ralatiou to small scale enterprises
vhich could be created for rural farm meu by using
locally available raw materials as well as raw materials 
brought from outside. 

th obtaiWng respodeuta' views on the pousibilit7 of 
LtLating smull scale income Senetating, euterpriaqs to rural 
imim using locally available raw materials it was revealed 
that t~pts of entexriaes varied according to the availability
of rAw .rialn in the respectives areas. 

Based on the views' of the respondents, the folloving could 
be sugiested as possible areas for creating. incoom genat­
ing activities using locally available.raw materials.
These activities are in line with skills possessed a well 
as likAd to be lnt by' th family members. 

Kliapitiya Coir productsi 

Bags and mat reaving 'ung 
reeds and rush ("Pan')

Eadicrafts using 'Wetake'. 
Jaffna Weaving mats and boxes using 

Palmyra. leaves 
Coir products 
;1,aving cadj an. 

Rajangana Weaving bags and mats using 
-hefi('Pan'), "K=sbu"

'"idi" leaves. 
and 

.andupaLatbha Coir.products 
Lnd-crafts using rush ('PaN=') 

and coconut leaves, 
Weaving bags, mats, hats etc. 

usins rush ('?an') 
Brick making and pottery. 

aminiratte - Handicra/' ts using bamboo, 'ekel, 
reed .and-',aL fibre..- -. 

Coir products 
Haking japery using sweet toddy. 

Brooms, brushes etc.
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The possible intcere generating activities based on rawmaterials brought from outside as viewed by the respcndentsare given in the following aection. A SUBSTANTIAL NLMZROF RESPONDENTS FW ALL ARIAS STATED THE POSSIBILITY OF

TMTzLE WEAVnG.
 

xuliyapitiya Textile weaving 
Handicrafts using cane and 

-plastic cane 
Beedi-eirappi'g 
Cosmetic industries. 

Jaffna Sewing garments 
Textile weaving. 

Rajangana - Textile weaving 
Products from andcane plastic 

cane.
 
Kandupalatba 
 Textile weaving 

Batik printing
Furniture and frombags cane 
Beed i wraM :b& 
Products based on plastic 

cane and leather. 

Beminivatte 
 Textile weaving 
B-edi-wrapping 
Batik printimng
Hmadicrafts using cane, Reed 

amt bamboo. 

LACK OF KNOWLEDGE AND EKPIR E,- UNAVAIABILTTy OFHARK7TING CHANELS WERE STATED BY A MAJORITY OF RESPONDLNTSAS PROBLEMS ASSOCIATED WITH INcLCZE GENERATnIG ACTIVITIESWITH LOCALLY AVAIIABLE RAW MATERIALS. WITH. REENCE TOACTIV7TIES USI!C RAW MATERIALS B1O GH!T FROH OUTSIDE, LACKOF CA ITAL AND UNAVAILARILIT OF SOURCES TO SUPPLY THENECESIAk RAW MATERIALS WERE IDMEMYTED AS ?RCBLEKS INADDITION TO THOSE MmTIORD ABOVE. 

WHEN LOOK= AT TE ACTIVITIES MINIONED, THE DEM.DFO THE FINISHED PRlDCTS SEEKS TO BE THE MAJOR LIHITIlFACTOR AFPICTflE THESE ACI"VITIES. HEC IT IS NECESSAXT TOEXMIN1TEE POSSnIl2 IES OF MA (OF PRODUCTS) VERYCA ULLr BIW'OR EIIAGfLE IN P;3AZES" TO DEVEROP TISEZRTEPRISES. ?URTUR, IT IC USEFUL. TO CAUY OUT RESERCFOR THE DEoMIT OF PROUCTS WTH A GREATER CONSUMHD 
DOUNZD LOCALLY. 



6.7 	 Rote oi Rwtat 0AganZ&ation6 in 
RetiCtixo~ Inc'uome Geneij
ACktiviJte 6"4 RUtaL Women 

The majority of the respondents in all the areas reported
the need of voluntary organiastions tu promote incomeSenerating activities for rural. women. Hence there is a 
crucial need for making use of the existing institutions 
as well as to hael and encourage rural women to establish
voluntary organiati,)z to f =ilitate the farm vomen to eng la in incoa generating activities. A majority of
the respondents in most 3f the areas stated the following 
as the functions of women'a voluntary organisations :
Pravisic of training, orgazising group work, and
encouraging the mbers to participate in income generating 
actlvities. 

Most of the respondents felt that the role and functions of
the formal organisations should be the Provision of inputs,credit and marketitl facilities and organisatioual aspects 
in relation to income generating activities. 

6.5 	 TJAin~,u FaZ~tiue 1in Re"a22n 
to Income Geneu~tLV Act&ZCtu 

The earlier analysis indicated the inadequacy of training
facilities provided to rural 	farm women in relation to in­
come generating activities. 
On the oth!4r hand, Women's 
utilisation of training and other serViCes provided at 
present appeared to be very low. 
On the basis of the
information gathered from the present study, the following
suggestions could be made in relation to the training
 
aspects :
 

1. RURAL 	FARM WOMEN SHOULD BE MOT'±7A. FOR TAXiG 
ADVANTAGE OF TEE TRAINING AND OTSE SERVICES 
PROVIDED AT PRESENT.
 

2. FOiL AND VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS WHICH CAN BE 
USED TO PROVIDE RELEVANT TRAf2lI FOR FAM 
WOMEN 	SHOULD BE IDENTIFIED.
 

3. RURAL PARM WCEN SHOULD BE PROVIDED WITH EDUCATION
 
TO DEVELOP LEADERSHIP, PARTICIPATE MORE ACTIVELY 
IL CQOIUNITY AFFAITS. THIS WILL INCREASE THEIR
REPRESENTATION IN FO LAL AND VOLUNTARY O.&ISATIONS. 

4.' RSPECTIVE'ROLES OF RURAL FEH WOMEN INi A PART10LAR
AREA, 	 ESPECIALLY IN RELATION TO A PARTICULAR ACTION
PROGRA ME, SHOULD BE TAME INTO CONSIDERATION WHEN
DESIGITMlI TRAINI PROGRAMMES. THIS WILL ENAL THE
FARM WOMEN TO MAKE FULL USE OF FACILITIES PROVIDE 
THROUGH THE ACTION PROGRAMMES. 


