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INTRODUCTION

A significant amount of research on animal traction was conducted in North America between 1900 and
1945, and in Europe until the mid-1950s, after which time mechanization came tc provide most of the
power for agricultural production. Studies on the use of animals for work began 1 Africa and Asiain the
carly 1900s and have continued to the present. Unfortunately, due to lack of dissemination of informa-
tion on past rescarch activities, repetitive experiments have often been carried out within the same conti-
nent or geographical location. If advances are to be made in the area of animal traction, then researchers
must build on previous studies which may be fully or partially app.icable to cucrent situations. A study
should not be immediately discounted as inappropriate to present conditions in Africa or Asia just be-
cause it was conducted in the 19th century in North America. Given the establishment and operating cost
of research projects and the urgent need to improve the efficiency with which animals are utilized as a
source of power, more emphasis should be placed on properly synthesizing relevant available informa-
tion.

Kowever, until now, an in-depth compilation of references published on this subject has not been
available. This bibliography is an attempt to provide a comprenensive listing of documents that relate to
the research or application of animal traction. It is hoped that it will be a useful tool to individuals work-
ing in areas of agnicultural research and extension, national government and development agencies, and
planning and administrative positions. Thirteen categories have been defined to allow the user quick ac-
cess 10 a particular area of interest. Some documents could be placed in more than one of the categories
listed; however, an effort was made to classify them according to their major topics of discussion. For
example, several references placed in the “Management” category touch Jn various aspects of animal
traction.

Except for those found in the ILCA Library, references without complete citations have not been
included. In compiling this bibliography it was frequently found «hat in addition to being incomplete,
some references were zlso cited inaccurately. Such a practice serves only to frustrate a reader and canre-
sult in useful documents heing averlooked

Indices of specics and authors have also been included. This indexing not only allows the user to
select references dealing with a particular species, but also illustrates the lack of information and past re-
search carried out on certain animals employed for work.

Since 1979, the International Livestock Centre for Africa (ILCA) has placed great emphasis on
animal traction research in both eastern and West Africa. Experimental studies have focused on differ-
ent tillage systems employing traditional and improved implements, the use of cows for draft, and nutri-
tional requirements and working regimes for oxen. Research at ILCA in these and othcr areas, such as
employing single and crossbred oxen for draft, will continue and attempts are being made to establish a
pan-African network for animal traction rescarch.

In addition, ILCA's computer-based Documentation Service plays an effective role in supporting
research by collecting. processing and disseminating relevant information in the field of livestock pro-
duction. This is the first of a series of bibliographiss tn be compiled jointly by research and documenta-
tion staff.

Provided they are available at the ILCA Library, photocopies or microfiches of documents cited
in this bibliography may be obtained by writing to:

The Librarian
ILCA Documentation Centre
P.O. Box 5689
Addis Ababa
Ethiopia.
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