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SENEGAL - Drought/Famine

Data

Date: : 1979-80 (FY 80)

Location: Fleuve, Louga, and Senegal Orlenfalvréglons
No. Dead: None reported |

No. Affected: 950,000 -

Damage: Drought during 1979-80 caused serious crop fallures In Fleuve,
Louga, and Senegal Oriental regions and also increased vul-
nerablilty to and incidence of disease.

The Disaster

Poor ralnfall during 1979 and 1980 contributed to Inadequate yleids of Sene-
gal's basic food crops, Including rice, sorghum, and millet. In the Fleuve
and Louga reglons, total rainfall was less than 50% of normal. This short-
tall produced an energency sltuation in the region which included food
shortages and concomitant Increased vulnerabliity to disease and malnutri-
tlon.

Actlon Taken by the Government of Senegal (GOS)

In late January 1980, the GOS appealed to International donors for food
assistance. The GOS distributed 9,000 MT of millet Initially and Iin June
began dlstributing 28,000 MT of emergency stocks of mililet purchased from
ONCAD, the Senegalese National Cooperative and Development Assistance
Office. This food was distributed In Fleuve, Louga, and Senegal Oriental,
the areas most seriously affected by the drought.

Asslistance Provided by the United States Government (USG)

In response to an appeal for food and medical aid by the GOS,
+he U.S. Ambassador to Senegal declared on June 19, 1980, that
a disaster of sufficlent magnitude to warrant USG asslstance
existed In Senegal.

The USG donated 8,000 MT of PL 480, Title Il sorghum valued at
$944,000 to Senegal to feed some of the 950,000 people affected
by the drought and resulting food ShOrtag@.eeecesescaseeeseeanssesss$944,000

The USG provided a grant of $600,000 to the GOS to cover the
costs of handiing and transporting the 8,000 MT of Titlie Il
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sorghum from Dakar to distributlion pblnfs In the Fleuve and Louga

areas'.......................l....."...............Il...l.l'......

The USG awarded a grant to Catholic Rellef Services (CRS) for
$337,620 for the local purchase and distribution of medicines
and vitamins In Fleuve, Louga, and Senegal Orle:. -al regions,
Medicines were distributed by CRS to persons in. the affec-
ted regions through the government's 98 existing health centers

$600,000

'n *he affec*ed reglons.....'......l....'-...........I.....l.......s337.620

TOTAL . $1,881,620

- Assistance Provided by U.S. Voluntary Agencles *

Through Its existing program of Food and Nutrition In Senegal,
and Its natlonwide health monitoring efforts, Catholic Rel lef
Services (CRS) was able to recognize the potentlial adverse
effects of the food shortage early on. CRS lidentified the
medicines and vitamins which would be needed to combat and
reduce the Incldence of malnutrition, bllharzla, malarla, and
amoeblc dyseniery, and requested a grant from the USG to pur-
chase and distribute these medicines and vitamins In the -
affected arnas.

CRS also contributed medicines valued at $97,365.
TOTAL .

Ass|stance Provided by the International Community ¥

The European Economic Community provided a grant to the GOS of
one milllon units of account for Internal transport of 8,000 MT
of GOS millet and other human and animal food stocks for a total
value of $751,800.

TOTAL

% pPlease note: +the figures for total U.S. voluntary agency and
International asslistance are an approximatlion. In many cases
the value of ‘In kind ald Is unavallable.

$97,365

$751,800



