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EX=JTIVE SLE44ARY
 

PROFILE OF LIBERIAN Wa AND DEVO17= M' PIOECT
 

The Profile of Liberian women in target sectors ot development, 

including agriculture, education a--d marketing as well as the status 

in a complex legal system, forms the subject matterof Liberian women 

two 	 finalof this stmmary. The significant findings and issues frao. 

reports, covering these topics, prepared by the Profile of Libcrian 

Mnen and Development Project are highlighted. 

in 1977 by the Liberian FederationThe Project uas initiated 

of ,Wtmeri's Organization (LWJ) which, realizing the need for re­

decided o sponsor aon 

%omen with financial assistance fram 

liable quantitative data Liberian wmen, 

onnational research project 

(COL) through the Ministry of 
USAID and the goverrment of Liberia 

Affairs. The University of Liberia replaced the
Planning and Econcnic 


1980.
IFWO 	as the executing agexy after April 12, 


The first report focuses on rural Liberian women and is internded
 

those %orkinr in development, either at 
to provide information to 


better understand
the policy or project level, which will help than 


access

the role played by urimen in food productions, their to formal
 

their legal status. The information is also intended

shooling and 


wnn in the development

to assist ir the further integration of 

process.
 

on the profile of Liberian wxmen in marketing

The second report 

important information on the linkages that 
provides valuable and 

and their social status 
exist beteen the cconamic role played by women 
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in society. The degree of participation or non-participation of 

women in the country's marketing system is discussed together with 

an assessnent of this participation and an analysis of factors affect­

ing the roles and status of %xnen. 

In meeting the objective of the Project, Qiich is to generate a 

data base on Liberian wxmen that would assist planners and t ose 

%orking in development programs, the methodologies deacribed below were 

enployed in the agriculture, marketing and legal studies. It should 

be mentioned that there wus no systanatic methodology for the education 

study which drew heavily upon census and related secondary sources and 

previous studies on the subjLct. 

MethXology cf the Agricultue S7tudy 

Erpirical research on Liberian wnmen's roles in agriculture relied 

upon relatively informal itterviews with groups and individuals. This 

app['oach conforms to discussion. in the methodological literature on 

the subject and the experience of previous researchers in Liberia. The 

data were cc? l.ected fran camuinities in seven cuties a to terri­

tories. 1 The selection of the carmunities %asinfluenced by (1) 

logistic considerations-especially transportation and (2) knowledge of 

by members ofthe coaminities and rior contacts made in these areas 

the research tean. 

Sine: Greenville, Lexington, Seabeh 

Mar-land: Pleebo, Bonikeh, Gedetabo; 
Grand Gedeh: Zwdru, Poohto'n, Zleton; 
Nrimba: Saclepia, Gawonkpa, Gbanquoi,Payee; 
Bong - Fokwele; Montserrado: Todee; Iofa: 
hun, Foya, Shello, Nyokolitakun, Kpandemia 
Sassto-n Territory: Felekri, Jekwi, Norkwa; 

Bolahan, !)lahun, 

Bani Territony: 

assanbola-

Klay, 
Bonkahed. 
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to talk directly to wen. MostA special effort was made 

interviews were conducted in local languages with a minimum of note­

the discussions
taking and no tape recording. 	 After each interview, 

as possible and supplemented by general 
were written in as much detail 

observations about individual and ccxmunity variables. 

studyMethodology of the .Mrketirn 

in condubcting the 
Three major methodological approaches were used 

These were (1)involveTent in marketing.field research on women's 

(2) an investigation of 
systematic observation and informal inquiry; 

(3) seni-structured interview­
the food distribution and price system; 


ing of the randaly selected sample of 146 market winen.
 

Additional infomation on marketing was gathered through informal 

persons from various goverrment agencies.resourceinterviews held with 


anan were conducted in English.

The majority of interviews with market 

later 
the data obtained from semni-structured interviewing were 

MNtably, 


to allow for some systemnatic statistical analysis.

restructured 


tudy
Methodology of the Legal 

the legal status of Liberian uomen was based on tuo 
Research on 

at customary(1) observation of cases
methodological approaches: 

(2) the analysis of available documented cases. These 
courts, and 

chosen with the objective of identifying the controlling
approaches were 

and of discerningas they affecc men, 
norms governixy, custmary laws 


under custairy law. It was
 
in the legal status of wmenchanges 


ws
the statutory judicial systen
decided that empirical research on 


constitutional
 
rot required. Instead, compilation and analysis of 


carried out. 

amendments, statutes and controlling of cases were In 

from 
to these two approaches, infornation was gathered

addition 
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resource persons and fran interviews with unen. The field research 

on Liberian women's legal status was conducted mainly in three counties -

Bong, Montserrado artq Lofa - where selected tribal courts and comui­

nities were visited. 

Limitations of the Study 

The methodological approaches described in the previous section 

have some limitations which should be borne in mind in interpreting 

the findings of the Project. The following section highlights the 

major limitations of the methodologies and data for the four target 

areas that were investigated by the Project. 

Agriculture 

The major limitation of the methodology and data collected on 

wmen's role in agriculture is a bias toward cmnnities along the 

main roads. This bias was largely due to transportation difficulties, 

the relatively high cost of traveling to remote rural areas and suilne 

constraint. 

Marketing 

The existence of an urban bias should also be noted in the data 

collected on wxnen's role in marketing, which led to a more systema­

tic investigation of urban localities, despite the emphasis placed 

on rural women iii the project proposal. Consequently, 80 percent of 

all urban markets were visited as canpared to only 30 percent of rural 

markets. Thi3 bias was due also to the constraints mentione above 

for the agriculture study. 



to note that the total number ofAdditionally, 	 it is important 

from uhich the sample of markets was selected,narkets estimated, 

should be viewed with caution. This is because the estimate was based 

sources which cannot be considered ason information provided by 

totally reliable. 

The legal study 

The empirical data collected on Liberian women's legal status can 

only be considered representative of proceedings in urban tribal courts, 

in rural areas, indeed outsidesince an insignificant number of courts 

of Monrovia, were visited by the researcher. The urban bias can be 

a factorattributed to the lack of additional research personnel, 


uhich also resulted in the concentration on wmLen's status under the
 

customary and statutory systems of law to the exclusion of Islamic law.
 

the absence of 	field research on wmen's status underCnsequently, 


Islamic law should be recognized as an additional limitation of the
 

legal study.
 

Blucation
 

for empirical
Despite the specification in the project proposal 

to and participation in theresearch on Liberian wunen's access 

educational system, data on education were collected mainly fran 

it was possible to draw sme broad trends
secondary sources. However, 


fran irductive research on the educational status of Liberian women.
 

tne lack of primary data on Liberian wrien's involvement in education
 

should therefore be considered as a l.imitation of the study.
 

1 'only ona researcher conducted the investigation on the legal status 

of Liberian wimen. 
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The issue of women in developmt in Liberia is a development 

issue and not a "feminist" or "special group" issue or fad. Develop­

ment policies and projects affecting wmen could be more effective 

and implemented more successfully if the roles of women were 

identified in the particular setting o: environment in Ahich they live 

as they relate to these policies and projects. Liberia women, likei 

wanen elseuhere, bear nich of the responsibility for prcviding the 

bsic needs of their lousel-ids. Hence, wnen are central to the
 

besic needs approach to developnent which emphasizes an improvement
 

innutriti.on, heal.th, hous>, education and so on, as the main goals 

of development. 

Womien's status and roles cannot be analyzed in isolation fran the 

broader economic ary social environment in which they live. These 

basic assumptions should be borne in mind in understandih the 

Profile of Liberian Wamen inDevelopment. 

Before dis.ussing the significant findings of the study, the 

followin overview of Liberian women within the national socio­

econamic system ispresented. 

LIBERIAN WOMEN: THE SOCIO-EXYNCOIC CCTEXT 

Liberia women live and function within a complex socio-econmic, 

ciltural and administrative system. Their historical experience 

differs in some respects fran that of women in the neighboring 

ountries, although sane similarities do exist between their experience 

and those of their counterparts inothe- countries. 

http:nutriti.on
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Historically, the original inhabitants of Liberia belonged to 

Mel and Kwe speakers.a number of ethnic groups, mainly the Mande, 

The early migration of these groups 	fran North-West Africa continued 

,.mti- the early 19th century uhen the settler copulation fran tle 

Imericas first arrived and ware subsequently followed by the "congoes" 

the Atlantic oceanvhwere recaptured Africans frcn slave ships in 

in the years following the ahlition of the slave trade. 

A complex social and cultural system emerged characterized by 

the indigerous ethnictwo cateourics of wmren. First, wmien or 

groups and second, wanen of the setler caiuunities. The first group 

They spoke the language of
of wcmen worc ii-inly occupiel in farming. 

their particu-a ethnic group, ware accustcmed to polygynous marriages 

and often received their education through initiation schools of 

wrnen spoke Enjlish
unenis secret societies. The second grcup of 


as their first language, wore Christian arnd were accustaned to mono­

in fonmal Western
 gamous marriaiges. They were likely 	to be educatLd 

orient(.d stchols. 

The econany iii uhich Liberian .rnmen function hLs ex erienced 

y~ars. After a period
a considerable degrec of stxjmation 	in recent 


betueen 1964 air 1974 of 5.7

of relatively rapid ocovmic growth 


in the Gross [criestic
percent pxer annum, the growth rat.e vxr annun 

1.7 betcen 1976 and 1980 arnd wUs a
product dropcd to percent 


These declinixtj growl Ih ).te:; occurcd
negative 4.4 percent in 1980. 

econiny which ioor-t directly affected
within the context of the world 


to revenue earners: iron

Liberia with respect its main export and 

seen dramatic increase in public
ore and rubber. Recent years have a 



debt which grew frao $175 million in 1976 to $520 million in 1980. 

The araricultural sector is the largest Employment secLtu in the econany,
 

accounting for approximately 80 pcrcent. 

Darographic and migration data indicated linkages in the modern 

and subsistence - oriented small older farming sector in the form of 

ithdrawil frui L-e latter s&ctor of its most important re -urce. 

people, especially men. In recent years, there has hoen an increasing 

rate of migration amPong youiwj wmien who frequemtly go "up aird down" 

beteen the rural areos and the places of work of the men (concessions, 

urlrn areas). Tly withraw1l of laLor frcin the subsistence :cctor 

to the modlern !cc tor ,'as Ivid profound efftcts upon the farming capa­

city of the rural systan to finction more effectively. mo*re seriously, 

this systan is less ahle to aLxtr'; tfhe loss of xult f!.uale laborers. 

Libri-in wiuen also function within a cxr'ple_-x adninistrative 

structure viich uvolval frun a dual systxm similar in quie resxcts 

to the British colonial syston of irlirect rule. Originally there 

w-re five coastal count-ies governed by the statutory legal syston ani 

three internal provinces c)verned 1-y custim-ary law. The present nine 

counties wre established in 1964. 

With this hnckgrouri, the following sections oresent the main 

features of Liberian wcen's roles, status aryl importance in the 

country's agricultural, educational, legal and marketing systems. 
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=0E 1 AND AGRICULTURE 

The natuire of the food production system of.Liberia and the 

played in that system are issues that are central torole which w 

hle presentAxrmn and food production in Liberia.understanding 

in Liberia, namly,
study identified four major types of farming systems 

Liberian
concession farms, corporation - mnnaged or supervised farms, 

farms.
awred cormrcial farans and traditionil or small holder 

Scn woamen
!xnen's involvcnt in concession farms is marginal. 

in cciinercial Farning while coparatively fewer wonm 
are involvcd 

are enga,_sed in agricultural wage labor in corporation iTnaged farms. 

there is sCine indication thait their participation may be
However, 

on sonv rubber fano, including
as they now ,ork a3 tappersincreasing 


on the Decoris Palm Oil Project
asFirestone Plantations and Laborersa 

abn's participation in agriculture is therefore 
in Itryland County. 


farms.
mainly conccntrated in small Nlder 


the nain features of the food

Rice prodiuction exemplifies 

system in Libcria where .hifting upland cultivation or 
productioo 

Technically, it is a horticultural 
swidden cultivation is practiced. 


tools utilized
were hand are 
rather than an agricultural system, 

The system relies upon rainfall and 
and energy inputs are all hunnan. 

water control is practliced.
 

involves the clearing of foliage

The preparation of fa-ni sites 

stunps of other 
and felling of trees, leaving palm trees and the 

T ast
follo . d by burning *lanting and weeding.

trees. This is 


rice has ripened.
 
process is harvestfng whi.h is done .-Ahen the 
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It should be noted that fam sites are left to fallow for a 

ninber of yedrs at the end of harvestinj arh thas thse processes 

are not necezsirily repcatxl on tiu sane sitte. 

There is a sc--ul division of lahor in the allocation of tasks 

in rice cultivation %hich varies s9me4vit throuqhout the cuntry. 

.Generally th tAsks of 1rushirl, bmrnin, ar] ciearinj are male 

tAsks QAhile plantrin;, wx in; atl hirvesl;irr are forile ta ks. 

There is a variation in tll,. actuil divi:-ion of lahor at Lh rcilioriil 

level arid within Im.zjehAeds. ,tile lahur inliuti' into rice ciltivation 

tend to h2 h " in the n th, w.;t.stcrn :oct 1 (fl t0h ci,:nty %Jh're 

man may assist with plalti1l; 41 rvetin. VWuahe 1.tl ci inijit s 

are higher in the -muth-tm.stcrn :uction d'xere ,rifen ',y do ivtrythinq 

except fellii] the largest trees a di tht! Lrnini. Tho twi UlirJs 

4iich are nre riginly dssinrod to eithr .. are hunir;, iich4 

appears t.1 he (lone c-clusively i 1' :,.n, a-i wnd Lnj, Which is (lone 

exclusively by/ Wumn. 

Thx report uriderlines tl,- fact that: the rice farm terdls to play 

a greater role in thg, life of a ucmin farmer thln a- m,6n. Wien, 

rare thn men, ixve to ,xljust thei.r tire an] othr activities arouril 

the roxauiraents,; of the rice fm.. With' ty- ,xc)tion ol tlo- sLick 

period followirn; the hirve:r, a ,uman will m,!t of lher on1:-x, '..y 

the farm, qoinj mon in thlex, mnornin *ai re(llrnirl. %*'In t: :tin :;ets. 

The major sisles Wiich aff(cl: tio irol of wilnon ill tlr , f(oll 

rxuction syst'au are tlh lani telIwe yY,:1t ml, I',I t()t 1!; U.'i1 i-. ll in 

rice cultivation, the lyxii'!nyd structure ailx it!- relationsti !) t 

faming, the organization of rice fane, the rice cv-yle, tlvh allocation 
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of labor in tice farming and cash crops including cassava and the 

gromdh~gs.problmn of peCtS , paruitcu.rly bi rdt, irnd 

to( th lilarLCUltoUaJA !i th(;entr.illy ,kx-n~~ ILIVV 1 1,tC )EP(1 ­

tural cycle 1;I~~1 rict, kult iv'.'Atnn--i to A'riv 

rice~ tecrOWog. inivolviflgt'jt (X of ,I-:tht Ow:LL!.th-ti01 

suc~ii 1.Jctii farmerst-i !,ua I irnittdWafte c(Xn roLl I~':ram1t'tI-y, 

rem,Ared'' SCCO~i to tM.*le laboxr 
- I!tr~: XY~appe.r 

...irnit ilalIy+I') 1 

icxi lvioi I -n the chiiin sx- whichlht~~r1~i o ciiriuv.t 

fia :.;itv:i rt)rt offeciently,n c learr !r',iir.tcto tiwis used 

.'I" c
This ?1cz~~-.h-v.ca lt (A t in-.Ma r - wnt il 

on ".4O-11d- A cW. 1()o 1.. 1 tO()
retailt. iflt, hi-Uc 

!yko Ti!it.0 ::1 P!111 :w1 '!4 to :m c a.*(.
eitht-r cri or rvnt t 'j 

1 rlI pt-r3it 4- [ ~:.P'~ru. or rent, flwl d.11- rcej to 

fore sitill 1Lndtvd. 

to Owe . trKIti t eni of rice raill 3ndV"IM:11 Vtsvi-t1*f~d1 

l-a a:undII TIlwl :it':e ~ 
r *Irg.WipaLintit 

.ti~ 

Duch 1111 coft'CC , CCLL)At, %;tigr c~l! , Wiu p)e.IftiL s . Alnio izicludel aire 

http:r',iir.tc
http:Ow:LL!.th
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Kne citrus fruits andl sme vegetables aich as cucumbers. 

New wtys of orqanizirnj ani recruitir 'iaLr have also been 

aiopttd. ('u~ptrAtive wrtk Irokips I-vvo been introxlucd in xmne to.ns 

ixn th-erv Iits hLvvi t~ -Iiift in the (I iVision of lklznr. .'kIhifl no)w have 

ajxeriitiwe wzwk q;rcipsn tor hrtisiinj aril clearijj taxu sites;, ai task 

%41'iCh w13 l 1':.110. TIV, U~e Of hircd. mrnint lalxr for gxxne 

1zrka ~t'l 2ftof the j-).;t 25 ytm~rsi.i! 

d ~ int[~~qric W~r~ occured.'.t x~jfl~ I c~lyav 

irix~r~t'ti0! iX~'' ( .'ir~rnt jio jtct. P~urt-l rirkets have developed 

in rz v i A r i ir!zti :tirkt dorL-tryl. Wa~nen haive respo~nded to 

a qrouii ncit !:vr ca:,h Iy pi tc in; aL --cllinq1 -igricu1tural produce. 

lbyhive il :i) ! 1I~tito O's, ;ruwin; (hinlii-0 for procesrcyd foods. 

Pii 1'y thk tljx <)I clnull;nit'Y in thiich %,ruvnlive was found 

[hI activities. 

If rmrr ittl, th-~t' ~ ~~~u in whIich wintit ' live affects the 

rneof ti n; ''ii ti t. li Othul tji their his~bibd. Apart fran 

t)"N Alr m 

to b-- cnt , !,, ~ r.t ~ll~A! et ix; f.m1mj 

Uth 1t,!-.:y h o zvar l- ()e t'fltit i(I1. 

'Iw.e r'(1) 11 )0. 0t! ii,! writ-ii in tiht Wie vldh-ich affect 

thecuu l .. tiviir (."n b .ini t 1 11t!; iml tlvir access to and~ 

control tyvi'r th-~ 1.iier- (dthr; (2) the-ir ',ccesf; to landr urder 

O~ii£ y ~ ht (),r U11 trt4t1h irx (13) vother wunen are engaged 

in ottxr (xxL-tij- tiuaL or activities. 
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The finding that women play -rucial and determining roles ini the 

consisb- for marketing. Infood distribition systen in Liberia is 

which a 
playing these roles, they control the above systens through 

large quantity and wide variety of locally produced and imported food 

amnodities are distrib. ed efficiently to the various groups in 

society, irrespective of their residential, social and econcmic status 

and the period of the year. 

The main motivation for getting involved into marketing for the 

majority of women sellers was not profitbit rather the necessity of tak­

ing care, wholly or partly,of the essential household requirements 

sac as food expenses, paynent of children's schol fees, clothing, 

etc. 

Some women in Greenville, (Since County), for example, indicated 

that they ware in marketing because they were responsible for feeding 

their families and could not depend upon their husbands' incomes to 

-
meet their cash needs. Saie said they did not have access to the 

necessary male labor to make farm. 

There is also the fact, confirred by the study's findings, that 

tend to be either unemployedthe husbands of most urban market =nen 


or employed in relatively low paying jobs. Nevertheless these
 

studies show that the majority of
findings and the results of other 


Liberian wimen participate in the money economy with the apparent
 

help of their husbands, and
consent, encouragement and financial 

ccmodities.other relatives, through the sale of locally produced food 
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This fact is sufficiently revealed by the data of the study which show 

that 86% of the 146 respondents interviewed had received their initial 

marketing capital fran their husbands or relatives. The majority of 

the remaining 14% received such capital fran the sale of farm products, 

vhile a few received funds fran friends. It is revealing to note 

that a 1978 study of married market wmnen in the city of Monrovia 

discovered the samne trend, nanely that over 80 percent of the married 

market -=,ien received their marketing capital fran their husbands. 

The .ield observation further showed that market wmien perform 

different marketing roles depending on the type of market in Aiich 

they sell or buy their goods. The major differences between these 

roles are based on such factors as the t!ye of produce sold, the size, 

in monetary te7-nmv, of the market and the inpact of governnent regula­

tions on them. 

A positive relationship between the roles of market umen and 

the function of marketing sites was found to hold true irrespective 

of geographical :'nd ethnic differentiations. For this reason, a market 

wran who operates in a daily market in Bong Couity, for instance, 

nay easily move to another daily market in Grand Gedeh County and 

maintain her prerious status/role in the marketing system. In spite 

of this fact, the residential mobility of market wanen, especially 

professional market wmen, %asfound to be clite limited. This may 

be due to their embedment in the extended fanily system.
 

hsiness managers share with the professional
Small scale wnen 

market wmen a generally low level of education and a lack of formal 
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training in bIsiness practices. However professional market women 

were found to have a relatively firmer control over the Libarian 

Four main factors explainfood distribation and marketing systems. 

this important role: (i) the nunber, volume and scope of their 

cperations; (i.i) their status as full time marketer;3; ',iii) the quan­

tity and Unportance of the camuodities they distribute within the 

(iv) their relatively good understarding ofmarketin, system and 

n-arketing techniques. The field data point to a potential growth in 

the area of professional market wmen becaming actual snall-sc-" e 

bsiness operators although the number of such individuals is still 

insignificant to arrant categorization. Information gathered fram 

group discussions indicate that professional market women make very 

little profit fran their marketing activities. Consequently, very 

among this group in the marketinglittle capital formation occurs 

system. 

The reason for this trend is that the main motivation for buying 

and selling renains the provision of the needed funds for basic 

bcosehold requirements either as supplementary or main funds. The 

yearly marketing capital of the average professional market women is 

estimated at between $1,000.00 and $3,000.00.
 

Small scale women business managers ware mostly Mandingo, Fanti 

In Lofa County, howeer, there areand Nigerian in that order. 

who operate in theGbandi, and Kissi wmenindications that the Lana, 

Foya, Koidu and Nongoua areas are beccning adept in this
Ylahun, 


imthod of operation.
 

wmen are
The field data indicated that most Liberian market 

http:3,000.00
http:1,000.00
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married (custanary or statutory type marriage), and that most of than 

have not received formal Western type education. They also suffer 

fran non-participation in decisions pertaining to marketing and lack 

the necessary technologies that would facilitate marketing activities. 

They are almost exclusively confined to the sale of perishable food cammo­

dities, aed tend increasingly to specialize in marketing at the expense 

of their dual career as farmers and marketers. 

The field investigation revealed that there are approximately 

120 different market places in Liberia. Out of this tohl, 46 or 38% 

of the country's estimated markets were visited by the research team, 

six major categories of markets were identified and investigated in 

the nine counties and three territories. 1 In rising order of centrality, 

these are: House Seller Sites; Clusters of Sellers; Village 

Periodic Markets; Daily Neighborhood markets; Ton City Daily 

Market; and Central Daily Markets. 

These categories of markets were differentiated along a number 

of variables including size, number of sellers, frequ(cy of markets, 

age, types of available facilities, price variety, types, quantity 

and quality of cammodities sold, presence and absence of marketing 

associations and their functions, types of custaners who hay fran the 

market . etc. 

1 .Gibi, Marshall and Bani Territories 
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It is necessary to define briefly the aforementioned categories 

of markets as follous: 

seller's sites have the smallest number of ccnuodities(i) 	 House 

and serve a relatively small population fran the igmediate
 

neighborhood in items like cigarettes, biscuits, etc.;
 

First, 	those in front(ii) 	 Clusters of sellers are of two types. 

of supermarkets in Monrovia, Buchanan, Bong Mines and Lanco,
 
and second, those at busy road intersections or car parking 
lots in the vicinity of cities; 

once a 	week and perform mainly(iii) Village periodic markets meet 
the function of assenbling local agriculture produce for 
export into regional toun and city markets and distributing 
imported, mostly non-food, camodities for local consmption; 

(iv) 	 The daily neighborhood markets are concentrated mainly in 
the Monrovia metropolitan area. They receive the daily inflow 

wellof commodities fran different parts of the country as 
tie central markets for distribution to residents of theas 


neighborhoods in the city;
 

are primarily oriented to.ards(v) 	 'iqe towcity daily markets 
like Gbarnr-a,a population of non-food producers in tows 

Canta, Saniquellie, etc. For the majority of these markets, 
there exists special market days during the ueek; 

located in Monrovia. They(vi) 	 Central daily markets are 
function as the apex of the food distribution and marketing 
systars in the country. 

wanen 	in theAbout 	44% of the total estimated number of market 

country operate in central and neighborhood daily markets in Monrovia 

and its suburbs.
 

Women in towVcity daily markets play the major role of tran-snit­

ting the food denands of the growing urban population to village 

farmers. They play a more professional role in the marketing system 

than wxnen in other market categories. The markets in uhich they 

operate serve as the final collection points for export and the primary 

location for the distribution of imported goods. 
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More than 34,000 self-enployed fenales are estimated to he mar­

keters in Liberia. This figure is approximately 60% of the pupu­

lation of self-enployed fenales reported by the 1974 census (56,491). 

The General and Rally' Time Markets, the country's tuo central 

markets located in Monrovia, are referred to by most marketers and 

buyers and wre found to have an estimated total selling population 

of 12,500 market women. It is estimated that these two markets cater 

to the daily food aic essential comdity needs of an almost totally 

rnn-farming urban populaticn of more than 300,000 inhahitants. 

The neighborhood markets play an important function in the 

Mnrovia urban system. Their estimated total selling population of 

1,450 represents about 12% of the population of sellers in the tuo 

central markets. 

The regional percentage share of estimated wammn sellers in 

daily/wsekly markets is as follows: Lofa, about )1 percent; Nimba, 

about 21 percent; Grand Bassa, including Marshall Territory, about 23 

percent; Bong, about 15 percent; and about 5 percent in Gibi Territory. 

The balance selling population of 1,100 (about 10 percent) is 

distributed among the remaining counties and territories. 

The control of the marketing systrm by Liberian wamen is seen 

further through their efforts to organize themselves into marketing 

association in decisions pertaining t the choice of market location, 

the size and other characteristics of the market sites, they play 

Important roles in the internal regulations of wmen's marketing 

activities and in the undertaking of projects on a self-helf basis. 
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Aas found in this study that the "isusu", a traditionalFinally, it 

system of creic and loan cooperative is alive among Liberian market 

Hower, close to three-fifths of the respondents inthe 
sample


ucmen. 


claim not to belong to a "susi" organization (58.5%). Most of those
 

in this category attribute their non-participation ina 
"susu" coopera­

tive to tihe low level of their marketing capital and profit. Only the 

more prosperous marketers could participate in 
a ,,susu" organization.
 

WJ1EN AND EDUCATIO 

Education isusually taken to refer to the formal Western 
oriented
 

scool system in Liberia although a number of indigenous societies 

have their own educational institutions often associated 
with the Poro
 

and Sande Societies.
 

In this section, the discussion on the education of Liberian 

heir socialization especially in the rural
 
wonen is first in terms of 


areas and the relationship of that socialization 
to adult female
 

tasks followed by their status in formal education.
 

are often dependent upon children's labor 
Women in rural Liberia 

Tasks are
 
for the performance of productive and domestic 

chores. 


assigned to children according to their physical 
and intellectutal
 

abilities and the amount of responsibility 
is found to have a low, if
 

not zero opportunity cost, and therefore wamen operating primarily in 

However,

the subsistence - oriented sector attach value to their labor. 


assign tasks to children in order to 
it does not appear tlat women 


are not

time for other tasks or activities unich children

hwce more 

capable of doing.
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Tasks are assigned to children so that in the ,xocess the 

children learn the various tasks which they will have to perform as 

adults. They learn tasks by proceeding from the easier, simpler 

level to the more complex and demanding tasks. 

Girls begin to learn the basic tasks needed for their life time 

at an early age. At 2 or 3 years they accampany older girls and women 

to the waterside and return with small pans of water on their heads. 

This is followed by other domestic chores which are permissable with 

a gradual rise in age. In learnir at any age, emphasis is placed 

upon imitation, observation and following orders while they are 

discouraged from asking questions. 

Much of a girl's socialization is "on the job" and an important 

part of her socialization in much of rural Liberia is the "bush 

school" or initiation school hich is most often associated with Ube 

Sande Society for wcien and the Poro Society for men. The Sande 

Society is primarily found among the Mende and Mel Speaking peoples. 

It follows from the aforementioned patterns of socialization 

that the knowledge which a girl must learn to be an adult fanmer is 

not available through books hit must be acquired through working on 

farm. This is not ccmpatible with attending school. Primarily because 

of this reason, there exists considerable ambivalence in most rural 

societies about the benefits of formal Western oriented schooling. 

It is recognized howver that getting a job in the modern sector is 

dependent upon "knowing book". The canon notion is that these jobs 

are primarily for men and hence it is boys who need to go to school 
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and for whom the limited financial resources for that purpose are 

allocated first. 

iore imporcant than the limited financial resources and the 

availability of schools is the necessity of girls learning the skills 

an adult female in rural Liberia necessary for farming. The task of 

skills while growing up. Ais to make farm. She must learn these 

Farming might appear relatively simple to outsiders but it is Ln fact
 

complex system involving knowledge of the environment, the
a 

varieties of crops to be planted and the techniques of cultivation. 

It is against this background that the socialization of females 

through observation, imitation and practice becomes extremely crucial. 

Turning to formal education, there is a small elite of well­

educated women, many with degrees from abroad, whose access to 

education has been greater than that of many men and the vast majority 

of other women in the society who have had little or no access to 

education. However, it is clear from the existing data that females 

fewer grades in school than males. The explanationshave completed 


are econonic and
for the lower attendance rates of females 


sociocultural.
 

However, school attendance rates are higher in the urban than
 

only in the 10-14 year age group that females
rural areas. It is 


than 50 percent in school. Although attendance figures are
 are more 

areas, the rate of females r ':tendancehigher for both sexes in the urban 

is comparatively lower than that of male attendance in rural area. kwmng 

the 10-14 year olds, the difference in school attendance between males and 
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females is smaller in the-urban than the rural areas. So while urban 

females have a better chance than their rural counterparts to be in 

school, their comparative position with respect to male attendance has 

not been improved. 

In 1980, female students were 42 percent of pre-elementary 

students, 35 percent of elementary students, 29n peacent of junior high 

and 27 percent of senior high students. Wtben were 27 percent of the 

students at the University of Liberia and 37 percent at Cuttington 

University College. 

Tw-thirds of the wen graduates of the University of Liberia 

in 1980 came from 1ontserrado, Maryland, Cape Mount and Bassa Counties 

taken together. These statistics would appear to be consistent with 

a survey of university students conducted in 1975 which indicated that 

there were considerable differences in the socio-economic background 

of male and female students at the University of Liberia. More than a 

quarter of the 713 students surveyed were waren. The data indicate 

that these w who ar-. able to maintain themselves in school to reach 

came from a small sector of the Liberianthe university level 

population. They are more likely than men to have came out of the 

private school system and to have parents or guardians with the 

The comparatively
financial resources to support them in school. 


higher educational background of parents of the surveyed students than
 

the population as a whole indicates that the parents are an elite
 

group.
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Finally, it is important to draw the attention of planners and 

policy makers to the fact that the goals of educating rural Liberian 

are wmen and of maintaining and possibly increasing food production 

the present economic and educationalyt to be achieved considering 

systems within which wanen operate. 

Even if the necessary expansion of the educational system occured 

to education for all Liberian children, it will notto provide access 

increase female enrollment unless there are major changes in the 

small bolder systen of fanning.curricula of schools and in the current 

to c-me that the percentageIt is therefore lUely that for sxmetime 

evenwill not increase significantly and mayof girls attending school 

The current situation in which illiteracy rates among Womendecline. 

therefore likely to perpetuatedin rural areas are extremely hijh is 

for smme time. 

system in its present form is unresponsive to theThe educational 

Unless national institutionsfarmers and marketers.needs of wxnen 


are responsive to the contribtion of these women, the
recognize and 


base upon which the Liberian econany depends may be endangered.
 

THE LEXAL STATUS OF LIBERIAN M4EN 

The dual legal system under which contemporary Liberian wimen 

live, is function of their scrcio-econmic status, their educationala 

level and their ethnic and religious affiliation. Depending upon their 

women are provided with differing options
relative statuses, Liberian 


in seeking redress for their grievances. The main options are the
 

statutory and customary systems. The statutory system is the
 

are often at variance with the in­
result of received laws which 

systems an un­the co-existence of the twodigenous system making 
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omfortable one. The differences were clearly brought out in the 

present study by the examination of the assuvp'L-ins upon ukhich each 

system is bnscd. The acnphasis of the statutory systA is on the 

aoncepts of monzcamy, hilineal inheritance and the MnciL.ir of fiily 

while the customarysystem emphasizes polygyny, unilineal 

inheiitance and kinship ties and obligations. 

According to the susperked constitution, aZl I,ih2"ian wanen are 

guaranteed equal rights with men ard afforded sqcCial protcction, 

through provisions that grant thmi dowr's riqht in property t~it their 

husbands owned at the time cf death and provide for tlh ACUrity of 

p~rjijArty owned in their own right. The reality of the situation is 

rot as clear-cut, as in mTny cars, these rights hive bLxn denitd to 

wanen while statutory marriage is -.een .is ,t contact hVtw-en irklividuals, 

custanary miu-riage is one betuk:n f2ni.ics. DoJry, %hich IS TY) 

parallel in the statutory systnin, i impoxtrt-t , is it: vaid,,tA,:; thle 

mrriage and transfers a -in '5s r( W .1r1x1tu :!irt i'.w, r iIlhtsiI p2. 

ti) her hushird. The refuail to accept duwry i',; h vniin; rvre coIIIn 

in light of the (JrowiLVJ nurnilxr of divorcc;, Irrnt.;' (A ths-irI '.ir 

inability to refurrd it in tlhe. event of div, -ce, *,r winti' ; de;ire 

be econanically irtcixident ifl to hive(-u;trxty of t:their :!hil(Lrtli.to 

With the pywrnt of dowry, a waivn is consider(d tle prjz-oprt.y of 

the man ard his fanily ard ulxn his death, tl marital cont.rlct (Nr.ntinucs 

with the family, %.An hive certain ohliqlations ut)i.:1 re-in]sihi i to 

the widov, if she ruiin,; with tte,! f!inily as wife to au-nther te.l.ittivo. 

Because ot this family o-liqat: ion, a ,xan is no t i~ail ]y 'nt t IIl~d to 

inherit frcm her lusbirl or t) vininister hi.; (:;t 4 te. In r~ct-nt y,%tra, 

http:MnciL.ir
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wcw are cnoosing to leave their husband's familiesmany Liberian 

finding this abrogation of theirafter the death of the liisN hmtdi td aire 

inlierit-rnce righits~ to lx ai !hLrd,;hip. 

'iuw Liberinn ~ai de n~ow straddlting both legal ;v!;tciw;, i king 

vqxLA r ightt; ,uivr bo~th sytcms
it riecessary for themi to 	be affordcd 

the ;Y-stmf :ire al !;o (7UnctrvtetI abhout 
')kxil tnJVTit-A tundur ciYicmr'/ 

the Ol(Y) LVI~w
other inequiit i ~ '%,A of the~;e are 1	 ''n ;of i Fees 

'N'ucc~ fnC id!lCVw ofhip'lrl 01he htliband il tht' CA'At' Of 

C.,'! i~~hc~ t~i'' '~.'C..t rIia1 s, a violatl lolYl o! 	 the 

pr ivily1 ,c.tn t :cri ~i!Lt('t ac1 .1 he 1(1 1 ) Vn'c" Ekt 

thait Ol'.' C.il bl'id to 	1;A%' ~~.v
confes: hir \er; 

I:.c t hi.
of Liber ia ( ic of t YeJ 

l 	 oflUC1 
a r the t E(t' A.ttnl~ L.t I !'A* the 

oni t b i. ot- I 


~ e1W~i t, attl 1
 
p4LoplIc A:Ci1.A L113 I1'. .~ tl 

c ~ Y±a-r'vvc rt-ner£ !'Situat iotn thait or :ln, 

t~~I~ *..tl1viwith edtica ion _nd hit-!eracy :!,.Cl of t:Olv; :w t' 


i t it,i , theretty crt11! 114', -a tied for

incorm iitl.I t h1ct-il (W. Ulti t 


the nay.-tvvi,
the halrnml l.3tit ofAOw .) 

Liberian 1&rw--n in 
71x- reit-i of tlw %ttaion tle N-of j le of 

Davolopm-nft reve il ci'rtatn prnacticaiI co trifiltf fe~cing Liberian 
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in mawrketing and agriculture. These constraints have se ious policy and 

planning ixrplications and should accordingly claim the attention of 

policy makers and plamners. 

First, there are five nvnjor constraints to the marketing conditions 

of women that warrant imivdiate attention. These are: (1) the constraint 

inposed on uitrkets in generil by the relatively unsystQnatice price 

regulation system used by the Ministry of Cmerce, Industry and Trans­

portation, (2) the lack of an adequate transportation system and the bad 

conditioi of the motor roads, (3) the lack of adequate marketing facili­

ties, (4) the lack of appropriate credit and loan facilities, and (5) 

the lack of adeqtLate storage facilities. 

Secotd, the ctizia=ties in %hich Liberian females live are becaning 

incr.-IsiniL',ky di,.,,r;e. ', iis diversification provides ,nen with differ­

ing, opt. v, in;l co!:;tra't:; Th, limitations created by the bad 

cCxoditi : :m'L arn .I 1he net works affect oft.ran;port the condtions 

.-UThn and iIet' t c: }J ! or, r-.11,;portat ion of their cairmdities. 

This cou:;traiin! ,:,it,.; a ru:,, lre(:;Ir on their tire and limited 

Al:-, ! ., . il i-i t,! '. q' ; lahor i:; a fi iction of whether 

their !i';*chOI,!:; .n-t -: c, !, (.,r ;-)ly ,;nom:; ard the numtber of 

adult x:,-:i pr.rin t ;t,-who ld. 5-bad wive; tend to have nore 

aCCes:iS ()ii . i m Ico) r( l i% tr tihc .ib of other ',k.lwn. The more 

wtln at, inz ho hc t hold t he- I:n) tltiy ;are 1li'ely to 1ye able to 

engage In :;uppl,:vintary rice production or vegetable pruduction. 
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Some wumen are prirrarily market wanen and owl farms. Their 

of then have the potentialaccess to land is customary, although some 

some farm work themselves or
of obtaining lard deeds. They may do 

may rely upon their kin or hire labor. As a result of the afore­

mentioned constraints, wamen fanners and sellers tend to abandon 

their prLncipal productive roles in fanning and migrate to the towns 

%herethey join their hisbands and bolfriends and engage in full 

time marketing. In the towns, progress in their status and roles is 

further retarded by the pressure on their meager household expendi­

tures generated principally by the inability of their male counter­

parts to contain houselold eqpenditures. 

When wanen engage in direct echange of material goods, their 

or distorted. It is
cultural values are transnitted, interchanged 

also in playing this role that particularly the village farmers and 

their primary roles in agriculture.sellers abandon 

Turning to the statistical problems, it is revealed that a 

further constraining factor on development programs in general is 

Wonen form 
the unavailability of a reliable and sound data base. 


cne of the major groups on uhich there is a striking paucity of
 

like in many other developing countries,In Liberia,reliable data. 
scarce.in social and econonic life are

data on wxnen's involvement 

their activities tend to be underreported and under-
Additionally, 

esttated. 
survey and

The examination of data from the national censur,, 

both food pro­
other primary sources indicate that wanen's work in 

not being reliably recorded. As these 
duction and distribution is 
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sources provide the national data base for planners for a period of 

time, it is critical that attention be given to the labor force and 

related definitions used in then and their operationalization so 

that the activities of women in critical target areas of development 

will be recorded more accurately in the future. 

The provision of adequate socio-economic data base on women as 

a neglected group in the Liberian Society could prove to be the single 

most important step in helping to alleviate these constraints. 

Trough this means, priority areas will be identified to which 

development resources could be directed to correct the biases against 

wonen in development policies and plans. 

Finally the following major implications which have direct 

ranifications for development planning and policy making should he 

considered for each of the major areas investigated in this study. 

Priculture 

TLeian women farmers are the base of the Liberian economic systen.
The viability and development of that ecorxxnic system is dependent 
upon the maintenance and strengthening of its base. 

The involvement of women in the development process is not to 
he divorced fran that of men's. since in Third World countries men 
and wonen, in the process of social and economic derelopment are 
extricably enmeshed into the danestic group uhich forms the basis 
of social organization and production. 

Mucation 

The educational system in its present form is unresponsive to the 
reeds of women farmers. Unless national institutions reco ze 
and are resnonsive to the contribution of anen farmers, the 
bese upon which the Liberian economy depends will be endangered. 



- 29 -

Legal Status of Women 

The custonary legal systen continues to support the traditional 
agricultural system, but changing socio-econmic conditions make 
that legal systen increasixly unresponsive to and inadequate for 
the concerns of wmen and the reality of their lives. 

Generally, drelopment plans that ignore the importance of nmcn' s 

roles in socio-economic production in Third World coumtries miss their 

epected goals and objectives because the resource base of the society 

is basically mis-oriented aid unequally distributed with a majority 

increasingly accumulating the wealth in its hands and the poor, 

including wonen, being overlooked and neglected in the process of de­

velopment. 

RE E TIONS 

The Profile of Liberian Women and Developnent study is based on 

two premises. The first is that wonen's roles do not exist in iso­

lation, hIt are integral to society, canplementing tiose of men. The 

second assumption is that the issue of women and development is a 

as concerndevelopment issue, which has its major the integration of 

women in the development process. 

In the light of the above premises, a number of reccamendations 

can be made for policy implementation and the designing of research 

and projects on women and development. 

First, it is important that development projects be sectoral 

in nature. For example, projects targeted at ucmen entrepreneurs 

should be considered as business projects rather than wonen's projects 

are designedsince experience elsewhere indicates that when projects 
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specifically as wxnen's projects, they tend not to be sujected to 

the sane scrutining with reference to their feasibility and viability 

and do not receive adequate funding. 

Second, it is important to recognize that rural Liberian wmen 

are primarily interested in improving their productivity and their 

kae earning capacity. 

As such, they are not interested in traditional hane econnics­

type projects nor are they interested in projects with a "social 

welfare" orientation. Furthermore, unless u~men see that they will 

benefit fran their labor inputs in any project, there will be little 

cr no incentive for then to participate. 

Lastly, it is important that projects take into consideration 

the regional variation within Liberia and the range of camunities. 

The aforenentioned points should be borne in mind when consi­

dering the folloing recamnendations for further research and policy 

making which are airned at upgrading the marketing systen, Liberian 

wmen's legal status and improving their roles in marketing, agricul­

tire and the educacional systens. 

MRKTING 

Given the overall constraints which were found to act acrainst 

market unen, it is recamended that develorinent and planning agencies 

in Liberia officially include maret w~nen under the general category 

of worker and producer. 

In line with the findings on the financial constraints operating 

against market wunen, it is recatmended that financial institutions, 
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possibly in the fonm of cooperatives, be established which will lend 

funds to marketers. This recommendation also takes into account the 

reed to extend existing credit and loan programs which assist marketers 

in areas outside of the capital city, Monrovia. 

There is a need to redesign existing credit and fure-ing programs 

for marketers so as to meet the specific capital needs of market wunen. 

In order to increase the effectiveness of projects geared towrd 

market wanen, it is proposed that development and planning agencies 

design marketing projects in conjunction with marketing associations 

due to the leadership potential of the latter. 

It is suggested that the cost of production of local produce, 

as wll as their quantity, quality and availability, be taken into 

account by the Goverrnent in detemining sale prices. Other measures 

of price determination should also be devised which will allow the 

sapply and demand mechanism to operate more freely. 

A detailed study should be undertaken to investigate low market 

wanen acquire and expend capital and the implications of their finan-

Such a study sinuld alsocial situation for their role and status. 


attenpt to identify factors which influence advancenent from the
 

to that of business operator.
position of professional market uanen 


It is recammended that a study be specifically designed to
 

evaluate the "susu" system.
 

AGRICULTUPE
 

It is reccmerded that more projects be developed which invclve 

food production, particularly the production of vegetables and fruits 

for market sale. Such projects must recognize wmnen as a primary 

target gromp. 
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More projects should be develoied to provide women with appro­

priate technology %hichuould help alleviate heavy work loads asso­

ciated with danestic chores and the processing of crops. 

Research is needed on the issue of varieties of seeds and how 

these are diffused and adopted. A better understanding of how new 

varieties are introduced and adopted within the existing smallhelder 

system might indicate how an agricultural extension service could 

operate more effectively. 

THE IBXAL STUDY 

Because property has become an issue for sone Liberian women, 

those married under the custonary system should inherit up'n the 

death of their husbands, as do women married under the statutory 

systen. 

Widou choosing to leave their husband's family after his death 

shuld not have to refund dowry. 

The practice of requiring wmen to pay $100.00 "damages fee" 

to their husbands should b- abiished. 

A legal aid bureau should be established by concerned lawyers 

4dich will inform women of their rights and assist then in processing 

their cases throagh the legal systens. 

Research should be conducted on the legal status of Liberian 

women under Islamic law, and more generally on the operations of 

the customary legal systems in areas outside of Monrovia. 

EDUCATrION 

It is recainended that a program be developed to teach non-

English speakers, particularly uomen, English. Such a program has 
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obrious and important implications for the entry of more Anen into 

n xketing and business. 

GEERAL R 4 ATICN 

It is recoanended that an institutional framewxk be set up in 

Liberia to help ensure that wunen are integrated as full partners 

in development. Such an institution, which could have the status of 

a bureau, should be professional and technical in its orientation and 

operation and should either be a seni-autornmous unit or incorporated 

into the Ministry of Planning and Econoric Affairs. 


