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SOCIAL MOBILITY AND INCOME DISTRIBUTION
IN EGYPT: 1952-1977

Saad Eddin Ibrahim

I.. INTRODUCTION

This paper addresses itself to the question of income
4istribution as it relates to social mobility in Egypt during
he quarter-century following the 1952 Ruvolution. 1ncome
istribution is a crucial indicator of class structure in ahy
ociety. It is both a cause and an effect of classiposition
t any given historical point. One's standing on the dimen-
ions of power and prestige in his society is determined,
mong other things, by the amount and/or source of his income
elative to that of others in the same society. A given income,
ownwhile, determines the differential access to goods, ser-
ices,'and-other scarce rewards -- including power and prestige.

Income rarely operates in isolation fiom other compon-
nte of socio-economic status (SES). . Together with education,
ccuaution,'life-atyle and power, it ﬁrovides a fair measure-
wnt of soclo-economic status, 'Because,of this close link,
ncome may be considered as a rough summary index of occupation,
ducation, life-style and power in most modern-oriented socie-
fes. By the same token, income may be inferred from these
brrelates. 4

When individuals or groups change their SES, it 14 often
acauseone of the above components has triggered the caange,
he latter may be an improvement or a deterioration. The
hange in either direction is what sociologists refer to as
social mobility.™ Thus change in SES over time, either upward
P downward, is effected by a change in income, education,
iaupatlon, or power.

B During Ehe past quaiter cantury Egypt witneased changes
M its class structure, income distribution, volume ard direc--
lon of its social mobility. The causea and consequences

-le . | ,
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¢ these changes may®articulated in the following broad
ﬁclt}ona: How does income correlate with other indices of
i)all ~= namely e?ucation, occupation, and life--style? What
|s the overall class configuration in Egypt today? How is it
iifferent from what it was before 1952 and the mid-sixties?
ho achieves uprard pobility and who was forced downwards?
\nd what have the volume and direction of such movement been
In the mid-1960's and the mid-1970's? . :

We hypothesize in this paper that rapid social mobility
tock place in Egypt after 1952. Consequently, Egypt's classa
ptructure was markedly transformed through the mid-1980's as
1 tunctio}%of (1) intontional rodietributivoe policiuve; and
(2) rapid ‘expansica of opportunities through planned socio-
lconbmic development. At the point when these two factors
vere glowed down or halted in the late 1960's and early 1970's,
there was a sinilar slow-down of collective mobility.

A new non-revolutionary system has been shaping up in
Egypt since 1970 . S.nce then social mobility has become
slower and sporadic rather than rapid and deliberate. The
pendulum of change in Egypt had awung from right to its fur-
thermost poiné left between 1952 and 1965. It was slowed down
between 1965 and 1970, and has gradually been moving back

toward the center since 1§70.
Attempting to a ome of these - questions raises

various issues, theoretlcal and methodological. Rigorous
treatment of the subject requires more and better data than
Are presently available in Egypt.
For a multitude of historical and structural reasons,

the components of SES (income, education, occupation and
power) are differentially distributed in most societies.

dal scientists, ideologists, and politicians have vehemently
Bisagreed and debated over such unegual ‘distribution, its
snderlying reagons, and what to do about ijt. wWithout' getting
deeply drawn into poleumicu, it may suffice to mention that
the two most theoratically developed jositions are those of
functionalism and Marxism. The readex can find numerous treat~-
hants of these two and other positions in the social sciance

teratur..l
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The methodological problems of studying stratification
and social mobility are the operational side of the theoretical
issues raised by functionalism and Marxism. Defining what
constitutes a »dlass" or a "stratum" is theofetically contro-
versial. More difficult, however, is to operationalize the
concept and identify its import empirzcally in the world of
everyday experience. Equally difficult is to establish the
number of classes in a society 1like Egypt with multiple
modes of production (if we go Marxist), and with a dual uni-
versalistic-particularistic mode of position-reward assignment
(if we go functionalist).

Whateveyr the bases and number of classes or strata we
may agree upon, we still have to describe and analyze the
flow and outflow among them -~ i.,e., social mobility. The
methodological questions here L would center on measures of
rates, causes, and consequences of social mobility. In the
broad sense of the word, “mobility" is akin to the bettering
or worsening of one's living conditions. Therefore it is
compelling to consider mobility along several dimensions,
e.g., income, occupation, education, and life-style.

Previous studies of Egyot's stratificaticn and social
mobility have all, in varying degrees, struggled with the
above methodological questions., The attempts in this regard
fall into three broad categories: macro-ideological studies,2
licro-structural studies of specific communities,3 and aggre-
gate gocio-economic studies of Egyptian society.

Data Gaps and Limitations
The above studies however reveal serious data gaps.
gome theorctical and methodological issues will: remain un-
_settled so long as such gaps persist. liere we are not talking
80 much of the quality and degree of data refinement., The
concern is over basic categories of data, The most obvious
*gaps in data needed to answer oun major research questions
are the following: '
(a) Time-series of income distribution in Egypt;
(b" Consistent time-series of occupation distribution
(i.0,, uniform or standard classifications over
the pest twrnty-fivae ycars))




{c) Inter-generational nobility data (vertical
. social mobility);
ta) Intro-generational mobility data (horizontal
social mobility), and

(e) Correlational data on income-occupation-education,

One source for some of the data needed may be the
'amily-budget surveys of 1958, 1969, and 1974. But this kind
£ data ﬁgﬁld etlll fall into the category of aggregate
tudies referred to earlier. PR

It is obvious that supplementary data gencrated
specialby for this study is in order -- by means of a
ational sample survey. The sample survey is to provide
ata on at least items (c), (d) and (e) above.

As a partial remedy for the data gaps on social
obility in Egypt, two sample surveys have been conducted.
he first comprises 4000 households drawn from several Egyptian
overnorates. The second is on a much smaller scale and
emprises only 640 heads of households, about evenly divided
otween rural and urban areas. Unfortunately, only the smaller
Nrvey was processed in time for this Chapter. Since we draw
savily on it,'e.word'about this mini-survey and some metho-
ological precautions are in order. ..

The usban sample of the survey comprdses 232 heads of
dJuseholds drawn systematically from nine wards (shiakhas)
n Ciiro.s These wards are considered, by Egypt's Central
jency for Public Mobilization and Statistics (CAPMAS) , as
spresentative of the population of Cairo proper.6 Neverthe-
)ss, extrcme caution must be exercised Ln generallzing the
Indings with regard to urban Eqypt, For one thing the sample
lze is too small for a city of over six million. Second,
Mro is hardly representative of urban Egypt, Being the
Entty'l capital, it does tend to have a greater congentra-

of power, wealth, goods, services, and high level manpower.

lt since our primary coicern is with social mobility
iter-gencrationally, such serious limitations remain within
Asonable bounds. That is to say, the.que-tiun is not whether
@ percentage of poor is greater or lesser in Cairo than in
her cities; the question, from a social mobility perspective,
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whether or not the sons of those poor are better off
worse off over time.’

The rural.sample of the survey coansists of 312 heads
of households drawn also sytematically8 from eight Egyptian
villages. Two are from Asyut Governorate in Upper Egypt,
and six are from pakhliyya Governorate in Lower Egypt. Aside
from this broad regional representation, we have no grounds
to claim that the five villages are typical rural communities.
por is the sample big enough to warrant hafd generalizations.
put as was the case with the cairo sample, such liwitations
apply mostly to general statements on distribution of incomu,
education and occupation, However, they do not geriously
impede our ability to infer rates and directions of social
mobility over time -- so long as we ‘are working with percen-
tages and proportions across generational categories of
gocio-economic strata.

Along with data findings from this small-scale survey,
we shall utilize other aggregate data, notably from the national
census series (1947, 1960, 1965, 19761, the Family Budget
gurvey series (1958, 1965, 1975), Labor Force sample Surveys
(1960, 1966, 1974), and other studies.

The Plan of this Chapter
After a brief overview of Egypt's socio-political evo-
lution in the last three decades, we deal respectively with

the stratification of income, occupation, and education. Our
treatment of each stratification component is accentuated
toward a duscription and analysis of social mobility. In the
final éection, an attempt is made to link these components in
a way that yields an approximate picture of Egypt's stratifi-
oarisn ::::i;;:z;:u:.
(R ap. Gtoa,)

II. An Overview of Egypt's Socio-politics

T0 make gqualitative sense of the numerous tables and
quantitative data in this chapter, a brief overview of Egygpt's

‘major socio-political change in recent decades is in order.
|



He propose to begin with the'socio-political—

e .aomic setting on the eve of the L952 Revolution, through
Masser's and Sadat!s regimes., Even though it is often said
that social history contains no surprises, it would be help-
fn1 to outline the march and retreag of Egypt's socialist
policien. They have had a direct bearing on income distribu-
tion and shifting positions of various strata. In other
wocds, these policies are, in a gense, the parameters of
Egypt's gtratification, income distrzbution, and social
mobility.

The 1952 Revolution inherited a socijety whose soéiOn
economic transition from "traditionalism" to "modernism" had
begun a century and a half earlier. That transition, however,
had lingered and been frustrated by external and internal
factors, resulting in accumulation of problems and bottle-
necks in all aspects of life.9 .

Egypt's sub-structure was cha¥acterized by four principal
. modes of preduction: capitalist-agricultural; capitalist-
industrial; traditional-urban informal sector; and traditional
agrarian sector., The size and rate of growth among the'four
modes was quite unequal, with the capitalist-agricultural domi-
nating in the countryside, and the capitalist-industrial
dominating in urban areas. This domination was indicated not
as much by the human base involved as by the relative share
of cach mode in Egypt's national wealth and in the wielding
pf political power., . . .

, The integration of Egypt's economy in the international
capitalist system, the slow and imbalanced growth of resources
and 1nsti£utions throughout the first half of the 20th century,
zoaulted in the accumulation of socio-economic problems. The
failure of the political system to cope with these problems
was a principal factor behind the 1952 coup d'etat by the
Pree Officers, ' )

The Revolution of 1952 was to confront many challenges:
a land-scarce economy, a surplus population, a lopsided produc~
}lon structure, substantial unemplo&ment, capital shortage,
Qtpendenco on the outside world, maldistribution of wealth, ;_



‘alf-paralyzed bureaucracy, the British occupation and

the task of national liberation and the Arab-Israeli con-
glict. Some of these problems had reached crisis proportions
on the eve of July 1952 and others were to explode later,

It is bejond the scope of this paper to deal with how
the 1952 Bevolution attempted, failed, or succceded in meeting
this.host of challenges.10 But the sum of actions, measures,
and policies undertaken by the new regime resulted in changing
the class structure of Egypt. The intensity and- implications
of the change varied over the next quarter century, It is
possible to identify distinct phases during this twenty-five
year period.

A. The Hesitation Phase

Between 1952 and 1956, the pew regime was busiest trying
to consolidate its power, establish its legitimacy, and ga;n
full political independence from the British. Socio-economic
policies were, by and large, a continuation of the old regime.
A major exception, however, was the issuance and inplementation
of the Land Reform Law &n September, 1952, limiting land eowner-
ship to 200 acres per family. Although its social objective
should not be minimized, the Land Reform Law was, to a large
extent, aimed at weakening the landed aristocracy of the previous
regime,

Tha changes 1p the class structure during this phase
(1952-1956) occurred primarily at the top and near the bot¢om.
The top ruling elite was completely changed, as a few members of
the middle class replaced the old elite of landed aristocracy
and big capitalists.lr The landed aristocracy, but not big
capitalists at this point, lost substantial parts of its
economic oower-base. The beneficiaries of this loss were the
landless and small peasihts near the bottom of Egypt's class
structure, as well as the rich peasants, or what Binéer calls
the "Second Stratua.*l? '


http:challenges.10

p. The Consciousnéss Phase

Between 1956 and 1960, the leaders of Egypt's revolu-
jtion became aware of the need to escalate their attention
to Egypt's economic problgms. Such ayareness reflected itself
ip thq following measures: (1) the stipulation in the new
cpnstitution (1956) that Egypt's economy was to be managed
according to a comprehensive ‘national plan., A commission was
gptabliahed in 1957 to prepare the First Five~Year Plan (1960-
1965)m (2) Egyptianization of most foroign intorovtu in Egypt,
1naluding tho Buez Canal COmpany, banks and luuuranuo‘companlon.
A public corporation, the Economic Organization, was established
as a holding company for these interests, and was given mandate
to expand its activities alone or in partnership with the
prdvate sector, | Several new prOJects were undertaken by the
Economic Organxzation in the ficlds of cement, fertilizers,
apd textile 1ndustr1es, (3} the establxshment of a new Ministry
of Industry, in 1957 to undertake the planning and implementa-
tion Qf an industrial program in the 'interim period 1957-1960,
and subsequently for the First Five-Year Plan;, (4) laws issued
in 1958 for urban housing rent-control, reducing rents by 25%
and fixing hew rentals according to rules favoring tenants,
and (5) a policy of expansion of agricultural cooperatives and
agricultural credit to cover the entire country.,

The global impact of these measures in the second phase
was the opening up of channels of social mobility. The Egyp-
t4anization of foreign interests in 1956—57 led to the exodus
of thousands of foreigners who used to manage these 1nterests.
Egyptian professionala, mostly college graduates, moved up to
£111 the vacuum. The moderate expansion of industrial activi-
ties created a greater demand f£or highly trained managers,
Ongineera, skilled and semi-skilled manpower. The latter either
‘XISted but was hitherto under-utilized, or had to be drawn and
trained from middle and lower class pools. The rent-control laws
had their redistributive effects on both sides of the class
divide. urban landlords lost, and middle and lower class
tonants gained the equivalent of twent/-five percent of the
rontalg in annull 1nconel. Thus, in torms of mobility and



sheer improvement in standards of income, the less well-to-do
strata gained markedly during the second phase, especially in
urban areas =- as .their counterparts had gained in rural areas
in the first phagg,

c. The Socialist Transformation Phase

The period between 1960 and 1966 witnessed the heighc
of Revolutionary actions in changing Egypt's socio-economic
structure, Among the far-reaching measures effected in this
phase were the following: (1) am implementation of the First
Five-Year Plan for socio-economic development aiming at a 40
percent increase of nhtional income (7 percent annual growthj,
a more cqguitable distribution of income, and the creation of
one million job opportunities; (2) the expansion and consoli-
dation of the public sector to lead the country's economic
activities; (3) the nationalization of all big business in
industry, banking, insurance, construction, import-export, and
tourisnm —-Qkhis measure brought over 80 percent of non—aqriculcu
tural activities undet state control; (4) the issuing of a
aecoﬁd Land Reform law limiting land ownership to 100 feddans
per family; (5) the issuing of a second rent-control law in
hrbaﬁ housing reducing rentals by another 25 percent; (6) the
stipulation in the constitution of allocation of 50 percent
of the seats in all popular elective bodies to workers and
peasants: (7) decreeing of a mandatory election of at least
two workers to boands of directors of all companies, and the
appropriation of 25 percent of annual profits for workers and
employees in these companies; and (8) the initiation of a new
policy of employing all undversity and trade school graduates
in state or public sector jobs.

These meagures arg known among students of Egyptian
soclety as the Booclalist Laws, Regardless of their sheer
economic meaning, their implications for the shape of Egypt's
stratification structure and-social mobility were quite signi-
§4oant. They had: marked redistributive effects in favor of
the middle and lower strata. The vast expansion of the public
sector, resulting from both nationalization and the creation .
of new industries, substantially increased tha demand for neﬁ
taicnts and skills. The demand was met by a corresponding
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expansion in public education én all levels. The policy

of employing all graduates meant the entry of several

hundred thousands into white-collar and civil service jobs.

The representatlon of peasants and workers on elective

bodies increased the political power of these two groups as
never before. Thus, in terms of income, occupation, education,
and power, the third phase resulted probabl& in the biggest
change in Egypt's stratification system'in this century,

D. The Stagnation Phase
!

Between 1965 and 1970, Eqypt witnessed serious military-
political setbacks. The defeat of the 1967 Arab-Israeli war,
.th? drain of the Yemen war, the termination of (hmerican economic
aid, among other factors had a profound effect on slowing

down Lgypt's socio-economic march. The envisaged Second Five-
Year Plan never took off .as an increasing percentage of the
country's resources were earmarked for military expenditure,
The loss of Suez Canal revenues and the Sinai oilfields, the
massive‘ﬂestruction of the Suez Canal cities, and the mass
displacement of nearly one million people from those cities
addéd to the strain on Egypt's economy, As a result, invest-
ments in socio-economic'development declined sharply, and
Egypt's rate of growth for the period was'no more than one
percent annually, The public sector stood still during this
phase and under some internal pressures the private sector was
allowed some margin for movement,

E. The Socialiﬁt Retreat Phase

- Between 1970 and 1977, four major events took place:
Nasser's death, Sadat's ascendance to power, the October War
of 1973, and the institution of the Open-Door policy. The
latter, though in the-ﬁaking since 1968, took on explicit
official endorsement after the 1973 war. It called for re-
vitalizing the private sector, opening the door for forean
and Arab capital to flow into‘the country, revoking certain
aspects of the Land Reform Law (specifically those regulating
land_tonure)q and indirect measures of Egyptian currxency
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serpluation. The sum of these policies amounted to a

revérsal of Egypt's socialist transformation. -This phase

can be characterlzeq as one of mixed economy, progressively
tilﬁing toward capitalist "laissez-faire laissez-passer.”

The: impact on class structure is not definitely clear yet.
There are indications, however, that some'eléments of the
pre-fevolucionary uppér and upper middle class are resurfacing.
Vpwhed wooldal mobllity i mdlnly{;auomplluhnj;&h}uuqh ()
private gector activities or (b) migration to oil-rich Arab
couptrieé. Strath with fixed income seem td have suffered

the most in this phase.
Against this background, the elaboration of the strati-
fication of income, occupation, and education may be understoo«

(dlthf.bdnﬁg)

I1X. Stratification of Income

Income is often a summary index of one's earning from
wages and salaries, i.e., occupation, The latter is deter-
mined, in turn by one's training or education, Thus both
occupation and education are implied by income. Another major
source of income is revehue from property (land, real estate,
shares, stocks, etc.). ' Income distribution, therefore, is
both a reflection and a cause of stratification in a given
society. A separate Chapter deals more rigorously with income
distribution (Ibrahim H. El-Essawy, Chapter ). Our treatmeni
of stratification of income here is only meant to provide the
context in which income mobility could be best understood,

A. Evolution of Income in Egypt

As shown in Table 1, Egypt's national income has risen
from 806 million Egyptian Pounds in 1952 to over 1.9 billion
in 1974 at constant prices. That is more than 137 percent
real increase in 22 years. Given rapid population growth in
Byypt, however, income per Eaplta did not rise As fast. In
1952, the avcrage share of the individual was slightly over
37 pounds. Xt rose to abonut 53 pounds in 1974, a percentage
fncreass of 43,0 duaring the 22 years, 1.e., at an average


http:1ncraa.sa

MISSING PAGE
NO._z



13

Ed! slightly less than 2 percent annually for the

) p.t’»“c
‘Host of. the growth in national and per capita 1ncomc

;;cd during the 1955-65 perjod, which we referred to in
ptovloul sectlon as the "Consciousness® and “Socialist®
., respectively. ‘Batween 1955 and 1960, the national

pe grew from 881 to 1,139 million pounds, i. ., over. 29
mnt, Qr at an anmal average of about 5 perce Incomo
:lpita roge during the same peried from 37.7 ﬁg%nds, i.e.,
§ percent. Between 1960 and 1965, the Socialist Trans-
)ition Phase, national income rose from LE 1,13§ to 1554
lon, i.e., 36.4 percent real increase averaging over 6
ant average annual growth for the vhole period. Despite
sontinuing population increase income per capita rose to
2.2, 1.e., 20.3 percent, Taken together the 1955-1965
»d wltnessed the greatest rise in income per capita of
tians in this century.13 In fact, most of the real gains
ndividual income during the last guarter century were
eved between 1955 and 1965,

The period 1965-1974, which we referred to as the
gnation® and "Socialist Retreat" phases, witnessed a zig-
ing in per capita income, Thus, it recorded a negative
th in the years 1966, 1967, 1970, and 1972, In the follow-
year, 1972, income per capita recovered to its 1965 level,
in 1974 it showed a slight incrcase of 1.6 percent (or up
B 52.6 in constant prices).

plative Shares of Different Strata |

- One way of examining income distribution in Egypt is
ivide the population into five groups, each cqmprising
_percent, from lowest to highest. Using Kousekold Budget
iyi, Table 2 gives data on relative shares of total expen-
io at three time-points (1958, 1964, 1974), broken down
ru:al and urban areas, The shara of the lowest 20 percunt
nral areas was 6.4 percent of total expenditure in the
trysidu in 1958, It rose to 7 percent in 1964-65, but
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Parcentage of Expenditure
According to . ... . .......

_ 'rabie 2
Percantage Dittribntion 9f Household Consumption !:qnnditnro
—_— 1958/59 - 1964/65-— 1974/75 - -

1958/59 19€4/65 1974/75
Rural‘ Urban** Rural* »Urban" Rural* Urban**

Lowest 20%
"Second 20%
“Third 20%

Fourth 20%

TOp:20%
_fop 101

6.4 5.6 7.0  5.9° "°5.8 ' 6.3°

-11.3 9.9 "".11.9 - 11.7:1-' 11.3 . - 10.7 0P

15.7 13.6 %5 16.1 © 15.35415.7 - - 15.8 328

22,8 23.2 $2722.4  20.283,21.9  17.3 §0.1
. . : S~ .57

43.9 47.7 42.7 46.9°  46.1 50.9

28.2 27.9 27.5 28.2  31.0 (29 3)

.- M Nt 3 4 . . - c e e o c—— - . -

Source: ¥ Samir ‘Radwan, The Impact of Agrarian Reform on Rural Bgypt, Genevr IL0, -

1977, p. 43 (Table 4.4):

#* Computed from Sample Household Bud et Survey, Cairo: CAPHS, for 1958/59,
1964/65, and 1974375. .
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declined to 5.8 percent in 1974-75, In contrast, the

share of the top 20 percent declined from 43.9 percent

in 1958 to 42.7 ‘percent in 1964-65, but rose again to over
46 percent. Thus, while the lowest fifth of the population
lost 1.2 percent in relative share between 1964-65 and
1974-75, tha top £ifth gainad 2.2 porcent,

In 1958, the lowest strata comprising 40 percent of
total rural population accounted for 17.7 percent of total
rural expenditure, Six years later, the figure was 18.9 per-
cent, but by the end of the following ten years it dropped
to 17.1 percent. The bottom 40 percent of the rural popula-
tion, in other words, were worse off in 1974 than they were
alxteen years .carlier, At both points they were adcounting
for far less than the upper ten percent in rurzl areas, 1In
1958, the latter accounted for 28 percent of total expendi-
tures, then enhanced its share to 31 percent in 1974~75,

As a matter of fact, except for the tor 20 pexcent,
all other strata seem to have suffered a decline in their rela-
tive shareg of total rural expenditure between 1965 and 1975.

In urban areas, the same pattern holds. The lowest
fifth had a yery slight'gain from 5.6 0 6.3 percent of total
urban expenditure between 1958 and 1974, i, e less than one
percent. The second fifth suffered slightly between 1964 and
1974 (about one percent). By contrast, the top fifth raised
itq shaxe by 4 percent, by far the largest proportionate
change between 1964 and 1974 -~ i.e., during the phases of
Gtagnation and Socialist Retreat,

The impact.ot the Socialist Transformation was not felt
in urban areas until the mid-l960's. Although all lower strata
benefited somewhat, the small middle class gained relatively
®ore, The second and third fifths raised their combined share
of total urban expenditure from 23.5 in 1958 to 27 percent
in 1964-65. This gain was at the expense of the two strata
above, whose combined share dropped from 71 gercent to 67
percent in the same period, While the upper 20 percent of
Urban families more than recouped their lasses by 1974-75,"°




'™
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"the fourth fifth continued to lose. Its share of total
urbah expenditure dropped to 17.3 percent. This is by far
‘;he hreaceat loas that any of the five strata experiéenced

at apy time. Between 1958 and 1974, its share declined
grom‘23 2 to 17.3 percent, a net loss of nearly 6 percentage
Pointl. ‘We suggest that the £ourth fifth of urban families
{o comprieed of top civil servants in the-.government, As
any group on fixed income, they tended to suffer as a result
.of ] flationary pressures in the late 60's and early 70's,

ENeturally, this would reduce their relative expenditures.
o .
‘c. Poverty and Income Distribution

In a Third World country sueh as Egypr, income distri-
bution does not acquire its full social meaning unless it is
related to people's needs. The poor are often thought of as
those who cannot satisfy their basic eeeds. But the question
of what ‘is basic is quite relative. Nevertheless, it is
'possible to estimate the monectary value of least-cost diet
which fulfills the minimum nutritional requirements as set
by specialized agencies such as the Food and Agriculture
Orgunization and the World llealth Organization.

The Egyptian economzst Samir Radwan calculated the cost
of minimum diet, clothing, and housing for rural Egyptian
femi}ies.l‘ He Lsed that minimum as a benchmark to establish
a poverty line" for the years 1958-59, 1964-65, and 1974-75.
His ettempt is quite ingenious; we only regret that he did
not 49 the same for urban households. To complement his work,
we estimated that an urban household requires about 30 percent
more;than a rural counterpart in order to meet typical urban
needs, egpecially those of housing and transportation in the
city. )

_ Table 3 shows the two respective poverty lines for rur,)
and urban areas in three successive periods., In 1958<59, 35

' percent of all rural “amilies were below the poverty line.

-py tﬁet date, sthe first Land Re!orm Law was implesented, and

po doubt several hundred thousanda as land recipients and
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e 3. Estimation of Rural and Urban Poverty in Egypt,

1958-1975
. 4
variable Area .958/59 1964/64 1974/75

poverty line as
paeasured in L.E, Rural®* 93.0° 125.0 270.0

. Urban** 121,0 163.0 351.C
= a
percentage ~f families Rural 35.0 26.8 44.0
below the poverty line . p,qew 30,0 . 27.8 34.5

pources «Samir Radwan, The Impact nf Agrarian Reform on
’ Rural Egvpt. Geneva: ILO,; 1977, p. 42,

*%Qur own computation on the basis of 30% irncrease in
minimum living expenditure in urban areas

and tenants had benefited from it.. Ourx estimation is that the
percenfage of poor families before the 1952 law was well over

408 of 211 rural households. By 1964/65, the second Land Reform
law wes in effect. Along with other policies (credits and cooper-
.tlves}, there was further reduction ot the percentage of poor
families to 27% of the rural total. During the next ten years,
however, economic stagnation and the socialist retreat affected
the situation in the countryside. The percentage of households
below the poverty line jumped to 44%, 17 percentage points over
the 1964/65 figure. ' :

In urban areas, poverty was the lot of 30% of all house-
holds in 1958/59. There was some improvement in 1964/65, the
tigure dropping to 28%, But again, during the next two phases
of Stajnation and Socialist Retreat, urban poverty climbed to
nearly 35% of all households. Part of this rise must have been
dua to thePn!lux of some of the rural poor to urbad centers.

D, Income Mobility \

A micro picture of the changing income distribution may
be inferred from the findings of the small-scale survey conducted
for ih’ purpose of this study in 1979 (see scction I). Respondents

1
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ware asked to report their annual income, and that of their
g.:hers'and heir oldest working sona.16 The thra2e estimates
were cltogo;§zed differently according to the range of income
in the three successive qene*atxons.17

Tablos 4 and 5 together show incomg mobility ecross
three generations, The respondants (heads of household) in
the Cairo sample are the point of reference. Table 4 compares
their distribution by eight income categories cross-tabulated
with their father's income categories. Looking at the two
marginal totals reveals the relative improvement attained by
respondents vig-a-vis their fathers, Thus, while 20.4 percent of
the fathers were in the lowest income category, only l1ll.4 percent
of their sons (respondents) fell in the lowest category in 1979,
an improvement of 9 percentage points. The combined total of
categories 2 and 3 for respondents was nearly 55 percent compared
to about 47 percent for their parents. The biggest differences
Are in categories 3 and §. Proportionally more of the respon-
dents were in the third income bracket (33.3 vs. 24,7 percent
of their parents), and proportionally more of the parents were
in the fifth income bracket (16.5 vs. 5.9 of the respondents) ,

If we leave the margin totals and look inside Table 4 we
esve mose 28 %ne dmsces Iymamisy 28 inzoma mepilisy, Te
appreciate the extent and Sirection sI that mesilizy, the reedex
Ray look at the diagonalhin(Table 4 as the dividing line between
upward mobility (below the diagonal) and downward mobility
(above the diagonal). The diagonal itself represents income -
immobility between the two generations. Thus, in income categor)
1 of the respondents (first row) which is the lowest income
bracket, we see that nearly 35 percent are locked in poverty
for at lsast tne sacond generation, as their parents were also
in the lowest income category. The other 65 percent of the
respondents in this income group hava moved downward. In cate-
gory 2, while 29 percent of the respondents improved by one step
bver their parents, 26 percent remained the same, and 45 percent
moved downward by one to five steps below their parents, In .
lncome category 3, nearly 39 percent of the respondents moved
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Table 4. Incorms Mobility: - Res 'ojn’t!ent‘s and Fatheys, for » Sample of Heads of

ousehold, Cairo, -

Income Categories Income Categories

of Respondents of Their Pathers: . . 1t .. 2 . . 3. 4 5 ... 6 .7 8* _Total
L) 3 3 3 ) ) 3 L

1 (Lowest) 34.5 34.5 20.7 6.9 3.4 - - - 1l.4
2 . . 29.2 26.2 24.6 1.5 15.4 1.5 15 - .. ‘25.8
3 l8.8 20.0 28.8 8.2-16.5 7.1 - 1.3 7 .33.3'
4 6.3 16.7 22.9 2.5 25.0 10.4 '6.._3 - 18.8
-3 " 13.3 20.0 33,3 13.3 13.3 - 6.7 = 5.9
6 | 22.2 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 1.1 22.2 - 3.5
¥ , - - - - - 500 500 - _ 0.8
8 (Bighest) L.t s mo- - 00 o o
Total 20.4..22.0..24.5 7.5 16.5 5.5 3.1 0.4 100.0

Statistical 2 w"‘ﬁ“’ﬁ C-ofpeien=

Measures: x~ = 86.29 P = 0.01 Gasmna = 0,35 %4\- 0.50

Source: Original Survey Data
- e ——
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Table S. Income uobilit g 1e of Heads of

Income Categories Income Categories

1¢4

of Respondents of Their Sons: 1. .2 3 4 S 6 7 Total.
3 s s J ) : 2 .
2 22,2 77.8 - - - - - 12,0
3 26.1 60.9. 4.3 = - 4.3 4.3 30.7
a4 18.8 75.0 - - - - 6.3  21.3
5 - 100.0. - - - - - 10.7
6 ’ - 71.4 38.6 - - - - 9.3
7 - - - 100.0 - - - 1.3
8 (Highest) . . .. - - - 1l00.0 - - - 2,7
Total . 21.3 65.3 4.0 4.0 - .1.3 4.0 100.0
. - Coatemjlencs Co-cificscnt
Statistical Measures: xz = 103.53 P= 0,001 Gamma = 0,49 Glé~?k 0.76
» A

Source: Original Survey Data
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the lowest income category, more than half (56 percent) were
sorn to fathers who were aleo in the lowest inccme bracket,
shile the rest (44 percent) have improved their income standing
vis-a°vil their fathers. In the second income category, nearly
78 percent of the sons have remained immobile; the rest (22
percent) were still below their fathers' income levals. 1In

the third category of vespondents, the overwhelming majority

of gons (87 percent) are still below the income level of their
parents, and only 9 percent have exceeded theirs. The same
observation applies to the fourth category of respondents,

34 percent of sons being below and 6 percent above father's
income level. WNone of the respondents xn the top four income
categories has reached or exceceded father s income,

In summary, Table 5 suggests the following: (a)given
the fact that most sons have not reached the peak of their
earning capacity, the majority are naturally below the income
levels ot their fathers, and (b) the sons of the more well-to-
do are, however, markedly better off than the sons of the less

ell-to-do.

onking at the measures of association for the data in
Tables 4 and 5, we observe that both Gamma and the contingency
coefficient are higher. for respondents and sons. (0,49 and 0.76,
Table 5), than for respondents and fathers (0,35 and 0.50,
Table 4). The variance in both tables was'statistically sig-
nificant at the 0.001 level. What this implies is that upward
income mobility is determined in good part by one's father's
income. But this fact was less inetruménta} twenty years ago
than it is at present. In other words, it was relatively
ragsier for more people to improve their income vis-a~vis that
of their fathers fifteen oxr twenty years ago than it is today.

{n conclusion, it is quite obvious from aggregatc data
that income distribution in Egypt has been a function ofs
(a) the overall economic growth, and (b) State policies. Over-
all growth naturally increaies[éverage income per capirg} and
tends to have a trickling effect on lower strata of the popula-
tion. This can be seen from Table 1 for the years 1952-1960,
i.e., vven bofore the massive socialist measures of 1961,
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gtate policies augment or distort income distribution,

she Land: Reform Laws of 1952 and 1961 had marked distributive
effects in favor® of the lower strata oflEgypt's population

up to 1965. ‘The same is true for 'urban population, which
penefited directly or indirectly from both economic expansion
and the Socialist Laws of 1961, & °

Those.significant effects, however, were not substantial
enough to become self-propelling for further equalization
without steady growth or state intervention on behalf of the
poor, When both factors ceased to operate between 1965 and
1970, there was a slight increase of inequality. The trend
toward inequality pjcked up after 1970 when the State began
to intervene on behalf of the well-to-do.

The micro-structural data on cairo's income mobility
'aupports the above conclusion. The respondenfs generation,
roughly coinciding with the 1950's and 1960's periody had
greater opportunities to improve its income standimy vis-a-vis
the previous generation'(pre-Revolution). Their sons, however,
remained mostly immobile. The few who attained upward income
mobility tehd to be the children of the more well-to-do,

1V. OCCUPATIONAL MOBILITY

Lipset and Zetterberg assert that "from Plato to
the present, occupation has been the most common irdicator
pf ptratification. Social scientists have féuhd that occupa-
tional categories are one of the major factors which differ-
entiate people's beliefs, values, behavior, and even their
emotlonal'expxessions."la Monitoring changé in the occupational
- structure of a society, therefore, informs us about all these
‘ aspects. More important to us, however, is the income impli~-
cation of occupational mobility.

Occupational mobility may be inferred from differential
growth in each type of activity and/or occupational catcegory
vis-a-vis both overall population growth and growth of the
labor force during the period under conaideration (i.e.,
195?-1977). The underlyinq asgumption here is that occupational
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p"b*lity results from 1) the supply of vacant positions
'gnerated by expansion of certain socio-economic activities,
jnd 2) the 1nter€hangeability'of occupational positions
pithout an overall expansion in socio-economic activities.
rhus any mobility which occurs in pociety is either a
§§nscquenco of a change in the absolute supply of job oppor-
iﬁniﬁies in ée:;ain occupational levels or results from an
i;te:change among levels of the occupational structure. The
latter means that for every move up there must be a move down.
jnterchange mobility is determined, to a large extent, by

the opportunities which society gives its members of the

Jower occupational strata to compete with those who enter

the structure on a higher level.19

A. Changing Lconomic Activities

Egypt's population grew from 19 to 37 million between
1947 and 1976; in increase of 93 percent in 29 years. Its
eivilian labor force, however, grew by only 38 percent (from
6.99 to 9.63 million) during the same period. Thus while
the,population at large grew at an average rate of slightly,
oveé 3 percent annually for the entire period, the comparable
growth rate of emploYment was only 1.3 percent., The gap
petyeen the two rates may be explained by the rapid expansion
of elementary educatidh after 1952, which reduced the entry
of children into Egypt's labor force. A similar expansion
in the mk%itary, especially after 1967, appropriated nearly
halg a million yotngsters who would have otherwise been added
to tha labor force. ‘

rable 6 shows the distribution of Egypt's civilian
%labor force by broad economic activities between 1947 and
51973. It will be readily observed that those engaged in
:agriculture have declined steadily over the years. In 1947,
agriculture appropriated aver 58 percent of the totai, and
by 1966 it decreased by 5 percentage points. At present the
‘share of agriculture is about 44 percent of Egypt's labor
force. This is probably the first. time in the country's lonpg

Best_ Available Document



. ~ Table 6

Employment of Labox Force by Economic Activities {Thousands)

Economic 1947 1960 1966 1971 1976
Activities . .N ..A ..N s N t. N M. . N... %
Agriculture 4,086 58.4 4,406 57.0 4,447 S53.4 4,471 53.2 4,224 43.9
Manufacturing,

Mining and 574 8.2 734 9.5 1,089 13.1 1.045 12.4 1,210 12.6
Quarrying :

Construction 113 1.6 159 2.0 206 2.5 195 2.3 434 4.5
Electricity, Gas and
water ’ 23 0.3 37 0.5 Sl O.ﬁ 26 0.3 47 0.5

Conmerce and Finance 590 8.4 641 8.3 599 7.2 803 9.6 1,016 10.6

Trunsport, Communica-

tion and Storage 203 2.9 260 . 3.4 340 4.1 324 3.9- 422 .'4.4
Other Services and .
Unspecified 1,405 20.1 1,489 19.3 1,602 19.2 1,541 18.3 2,276 23.6
Total

6,995 100.0 7,727 100.0 8,334 100.0 8,406 100.0 9,628 100.0

Sources: Population Censuses 1947, 1960,

1966, 1976; Labor Force Sample Survey 1971,
. CAPMAS; 1976-1080 Eqypt's Five Year Plan, Ministry of Planning.

114
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gecorded history in which the majority arec no longer
engaged in agriculture. . '

The share of manufacturinq (and related activities)
tn the ivilian’ labor force has grown steadily from 8 percent
in 1947 ‘to 13 percent in 1966. This five-point percentage
rise is equal to the percentage drop in the share of agri-
culture between the same dates. °'It is fair to assume, there-~
fore, that industry's relatively faster growth in manpower
was at the expense of agriculture, The implication of this
datum lies in the fact that earnings and wages in manufacturing
are substantially greater than those in agriculture. 1In the
1960's the average wage in the latter was L.E. 137 per year,
compared to L.E, 208 in manufacturing, i.e., a 52 percent
:ltfercnce.zo_ In other words, the rise in industrial manpower

_between 1947 and 1966 meant definite upward mobility for
at least 5 percent of Egypt's iabor force. The relative share
¢! industry in the mid-1960's has been the biggest ever. It
wes a clear and direct reflection of the industrialization
program during the "Consciousness" and "Socialist Transforma-
tion® phases (1956-60. 1960-65, respectively). During the
next two phases (Stagnation and Socialist Retreat) the share
9f the indugtrial labor force declined to 12.4 percent in
1971 and 12.6 in 1976.

The other big sectors of the economy are those of
services and commerce. The services appropriated slightly
over 20 percent of the civilian labor force in 1947, This
share declined steadily to reach slidhtly over 18 percent
by 1971. But during the Socialist Retreat phase, which coin-
€idcs with the capitalist reorientation under éhe "open Door"
wlicy, the share of services climbed to an all-time high of
Learly 24 percent of Egypt's total labor force, The same
thing has happened with employment in commerce and finance.
during the Consciousness and Socialist Transformation phases
its share {n the labor force declined to 8.3 and 7,2 percent
In 1960 and 1966 respectively. But by 1976, with the Open
Bor policy in full swing, the share of commerce and finance
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rose to nearly 1l pércent of Egypt\s total civilian labor
forée, The share of other sectors in the labor force
showed a modest.sut steady rise, with a tiny halt betwcen
1966 and 1971, AR

What may be concluded from Table 6 1s;that agriculture's
shars of the labor force has steadily and substantially de-
clir.zd over the.period 1947-1976, a net loss of 14.5 per-
centage'pointa. This decline took place regardless of the
prevailing economic orxientation, i.e., during the Socialist
Transformation phase as well as du;ing the Open poor phase.
Most of this net loss, however, seemed to have been primarily
a net gain for industry during the Socialist Transformation
phase, and a net gain for services, commerce and finance
during the Socialist Retreat (or oﬁen poor) phase, Table 7
provides a clear substantiation for this conclusion.

B. Changing Occupational Structurae

Another way of depicting mobility is to examine the
chaqging'compositioh of Egypt's labor force broken down by
occdpational categories. Officiallstatistics reporﬁithese
categories as shown in Table 8. cétegories I and II include
professionals (doctors, lawyers, engineers, scientists, tea-
thers, and the Like) and those in commanding government ad-
pinistrative positions as well as executives and managers of
both public and prigate corporationa. Together,.these two
tategories represent the upper echelons of the occupational
dtructure, In 1947; the date of tﬁq last census before the
Revolution, they ¢otalled 252,000 ar 3.6 percent of the civilian
labor force. In 1960, eight years after the Pevolution, their
representation rose to 4.8 percent. By 1966, the height of
Socialist Transformation in Egypt, these two top categories
totalled 588,000, or €.6 percent of the lakot force, ‘' After
1966, the professionals conginued their absolute and relative
Gfowih, to 5.5 percent in 1971 and 5.7 percent in 1974, A&-
minigtrative executives and managers, however, steadily declined

An apsolute as wgll as relative terms, fronm 150,000 in 1966
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Table 7
Percentage Change of Labor Porce by Economic Activities 1947-1976

.

- - - 71 1971 - 197&
Economic 1947 1960 ~ 1960 1966 1966 19 L
Activit Total Annual Total Annual Total Annual Total - Annual
¥ .Change Average Change Average Change Avcrage Change . Average

[’ —
Agriculture 7.83 0.6 0.93 0.2 0.54 0.1 =5.6 -1.1
Manufacturing i «
Mining and 27.88 2.2 48.36 8.1 -4.05 -0.8 15.79 “ 3.2
Quarrying .
Construction 40.71 3.1 29.56 4.9 -5.40 -1.1 122.56 24.5
Electricity, - -9.8 80.77 16.2

as and Water 60.87 4.7 37.83 6.3 49.02 S.
Commerce and - - .8 26.53 5.3
Finance 8.64 0.7 6.56 1.1 34.06 6 .
Transport, Com- i cpp . -
munication and  28.08 = 2.2 30.77 5.1 30.25 6.1 30.257 ° 6.1
Storage ’
Other Services - -0.8 47.70 9.5
and UnCIassified 6-00 : 9.8 7.59 1.3 3. Bl 0. .
Total 10.46 0.8 7.86 1.3 0.86 0.2 14.54 2.9

Source: Computed from data in Table 6, above.
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oﬁ. percent of Egypt's labor force on the three respective
dates.

The third category is that of clerical occupaticns,
which includes white-collars and the lower stratum of civil
gervants with lower than university level education, In
1947, their number was 140,000, representing 2 percent of
the total civilian labor force. By 1966, thef more than
doubled, to reach 458,000 or 5,5 percént of the labor force,.
in the following five years, this category declined slightly
in both absolute and relative terms, but by 1974 it topped
the half-million mark and regained 1£s relative representation
of 5.5 percent of the total labor force.

Occupational categories I, II, and III share basically
the same change pattern between 1947 and 1974, They assumed
a steady growth in both relative and absolute terms between
1947 and 1966. This substantial change was primarily a
function of the expansion of the economy in the first three
phases of the 1952 Revolution, The rate of change was slowed
down or éompletely halted between 1966 and 1971 because of
the 1967 war and its aftermath. In addition, many of the
medium and highly educated youngsters were drafted into the
military between 1967 and '1973. Since our treatment here is

onfined to the civilian labor force, the data in Table 8
reflects this deflection in the flow of potential high and
ltdium level manpower into the labor force, The data for
1974 (Table 8) shows the early effects of the post-1973 war,
as tens of thousands were releagsed from military service.
Clthories I and III recovered their 1966 position or improved
on it, Category II, however, did not. A tentative explanation
iﬁr the latter may be attributed to 1) the undermining
0! the public seéctor under the impact of the new Open Doo.
POlicy adopted since 1973, and 2) the out-migration of many
€lemecnts from this category to neighboring oil-rich Arab coun-
tries. Executives and managers, with a high entrepreneurial
spirit, would naturally be more prone to migrate for greater
fortuncs elsewhere once the state ccased to create new oppor=-
tnnitleq for them. HWc slay expect, however, that many of them
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Table s
Distribution og Labor Force by Occupation 1947 -~ 1974 (Thousanda)

. 71947 1960 1966 1971 1874
Occupation N s N v+ n ' N Y N y
I. _Professional and Technical 189 2.7 285 3.7 400 4.8 462 5.5 522 5.7
1¥. Adninistrative and Managerial 63 0.9 85 1.1 150 1.8 162 1.5 91 1.0
I¥. Clerical Workers 140 2.0 285 3.7 458 5.5 429 S.1 507 5.5
IV. Sales Workers - 476 6.8 626 8.1 525 6.3 480 6.9 769 8.4
Total Non-Manual 868 12.4 1,281 16.6 1,533 18.3 1,497 - 17.9 1,189 20.8
V. Craftsmen, Production, Processing* .

and Operaéors ’ 1,490 15.5 1,491 19.3 1,733. 20.8 1,547 18.4 1,999 22.2
7I. Service Workers 630 9.0 688 . 8.9 701 8.4 765 8.3 826 9.1
Total Non~Farm Manual 1,720 24.6 2,179 28.2 2,434 29.1 2,312 27.6 2,825 31.1
II. Farmers and Related Workers 4,232 60.5 4,103 53.1 4,198 50.4 4,337 S1.6 4,126 45.6
Total Manual (V, VI and QII) 5,952} 85.;_6,282 §1.3 6,632 _79.5 6,649 79.2 6,951 76.7

fI. Not Specified 175 2.5 170 2.2 200 2.4 227 2.7 235

2.5

Total

'6,995 100.0 1,733 ;OQ:O 8,365 100.0 8,373

100.0 9,075 100.0

*Including transportation workers.

Source:

o

-

Caliro.

1947, 1960, 1966 Population Censuses; CAPMAS, Labor Force Sample Surveys,

1971 and 1974,
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would return after accumulating seed capital to start
private business, taking advantage of the measures provided
by the Open Door policy.

Category Iv in Table 8, sales workers, includes
those warking 1n commercial, financial and related activi-
ties, whether self-employed or employed.by others. In 1947
they nunbered 476,000 and made up' 6.8 percent of the labor
force. They continued to grow in the early years of the
Revolution since free enterprises remained basically un-
touched by any contrary government policies, Thus, by 1960
their number topped the 626,000 mark, representing over 8
percent of the -total civilian labor force. The 1960's decade
however was not theirs, as Socialist Transformation began
in earnest. The gize of this category suffered a serious
decline, falling to 525,000 or 6.3 percent of the labor force,
But by 1974, the winds of change were in its ‘favor, and sales
uorkers rose to 769,000 or 8,4 percent of Egypt's labor force.

Category V includes skilled apd semi-skill .d workers
such as craftsmen, production and processing workers, and
machine operators, Between 1947 and 1960, their number rose
by nea;ly half a million (1.1 to },5 million), or from 15,5
to 19.3 percent of Egypt's labor force, By 1966, the height
of 'socialist Transformaéion, the size of this category was
over 1.7 million, or nearly 21 percent of the labor force.
There was a slight decline in the 1966~71 period, as part of
this manpower was transferred to the military on the one hand
and as expansion in industry was halted on the other. But
by.1974, i.e., the post-war years, . this category more than
Fecovered to reach mllions in size and.over,_z_; Murb
percent of Egypt'a total labor force, -

Category VI, service workers, includes all the unskilled
outside both industry and farming, Their number has been
slightly but steadily increasing, from 630,000 in 1947 to
701,000 in 1966, and to 826,000 in 1974, Their percentage
in the labor force, however, slightly dropped in the 1960's
decade, from 9 percent in 1947 to 8.4 percent in 1966, But
by 1974 their proportion rose again to slightly over 9 percent
of the labor force.
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Category VII includes farmers, farm workers, fisher-
men, and forestry workers. The size of this category, even
though the biggust, seems to have stabilized around 4 milliong
since 1947. But* since the total labor force is steadily
growing, the proportionate :epreséntation of this category
has steadily declined, Between 1947 and 1960, it dropped
by 7.4 percentage points (60.5 to 53.1) of the labor force.
flith the exception of a slight reversal in the 1966-1971 o
period, the downward trend continued through 1974 to regeagch
45.6 percent of Egypt's labor force.

We can look at the data in Table 8 in terms of manual
and non-manuval occupations, Categbries I through IV repre-
sent the non-manual occupations, whose combined total rose
from 868,000 in 1947 to 1.5 million in 1966 and to 1,9 million
in 1974. The relative weight of these four non-manual occu-
pational categories rose from 12.4 to 18,3 to 20.8 percent
in the three periods réspectively. As for manual occupations,
Categories v, VI, and VII, we observe that the relative weight
of their combined total has declined from 85,1 percent in 1947
to 79.5 percent in 1966, to 76,7 percent in 1974, or a déop
of 8.4 percentage points in 29 years, All this drop, however,
occurred in the farming -and related occupations (Category VII},
The non-farming manual occupations (Categories V and VI), rose
from 24.6 percent in 1947 to 29.1 in 1966, to 31.1 percent in
1974, a net gain 'of 6.5 percentage points. To phrase it
ditterenﬁ}y, Egypt's occupational structure ‘though still
heavily dominated by manual occupations is changing steadily
toward non-manual occupations. The latter have gained 8,4
perceniage points at the expense of the former in the course
of the last 27 years. But among manual occupatibns the net
loss was in farming and related occupations, amounting to 15:.1
percentage points. Part of this loss went to other manual
Occupations, namely skilled and semi-skilled industrial (6.7
Percentage points), and to non-manual occupations (8,4 pexr-
centage points). ;
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Table 9 shovs the percentage change in various
ccupational categorﬁes between 1947 and 197¢. We divided

thil time span into periods which roughly correspond to the
successive phaaes of Egypt's major policy orientations.
Thus th‘-1947-1960 period covers the first eight years after
the 1952 Revolufion. As we 1nddcated earlier, the first
phase of these years up to 1956, saw the new regime concen-
trate on political consolidation, improving economic perfor-
mance without much change in the nature of the economic order.
Egypt's labor force as a whole grew at rates higher than the
overall average, Highest rates of annual growth were accom-
plished in clerical (8 percent), professional {3.9 percent),
- and industrial {2,8 percent) occypations, Lower rates of
ennual growth were recorded in administrative and managerial
occupations (2.7 percent), sales (2.4 percent), and service
workers (0.7 percent). Farming occupations regxstered nega-
tive growth of -3 percent for the entire 1947~ 1960, or’ «0.2
percent annually.

The following period, 1960-1966, is the Socialist
Transformation period, The new socialist orientation involved
not only measures of greater equitable distribution of wealth,
but also a deliberate policy of planned economic growth, with
special emphasis on 1ndustry. The labor force averaged an
annual growth rate of 1.4 percenéf All but sales, farming,
and gervice occupations registered higher rates than this
global average. The leading occupations in growth rates
during this period were administrative and managerial (12,8
percent), followed by clerical (10,1 percent), industrial
(9.8 percent), and professional occupations (6,7 percent).
8ales occupations, in contrast, registered negative growth
(=2,7 percent annyally), Farming and service occhpation
grew at the very modest rate of 0.3 percent and 0, 4ﬁ:iespec-
tivliey.

The 1966-1971 period represented stagnation Years, The
var efforts and the drafting of about half a million into the
military caused not only a halt but also a negative growth in
leveral occupational categories. Training for professxonal,
Ilnlgerlal, and production oceupations did continue, but these



Table 9
Percentage Change of Occupational Composition 1947 - 1974

" 1947 ~ 1960 1966. = 1966 1966 — 1971 21971 - 1974
Occupational Category Entire :::i:ge Entire 'gﬁigge Entire :::::ge Entire :::::ge
_ Period Change _Period .Change Period Change Period Change
Professional and’ '
Technical 50.8 3.9 40.4 6.7 15.5 3.1 . 29.8 9.9
Administrative and : . _ - - - - o
mnagerial - 3‘.9 2.7 76.5 12.8 . 16-0 3.2 17.8 5.9
Clerical 103.6 - 8.0 .... 60.7 10.1 -6.3 ~1.3 18.2 6.1
Szles Workers 31,5 . 2.4 -16.1  =2.7 -8.6  =1.7 60.2  20.1
Craftsmen, Production - -
Workers and Operators 36.8 2.8 59.0 9.8 0.7 2.4 29.2 9.7
Service Workers 9.2 0.7 1.8 0.3 9.1 1.8 T 7.9 2.6
Farmers -=3.0 ~0.2 2.3 0.4 3.3 0.7 -5.0 =1.7°
Not Specified ~3.0 -0.2 17.6. 2.9 13.5 2.7 3.5 ° 1.2

Total ’ 10.6 0.8 8.2 1.4 0.1 0.02 8.4 2.8

Sources: Computed from data in Table 7,

—’E-
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new trainees, instead of joining!.the civilian labor force,
were'inducted into the army. Thus, ag soon as the 1973

war was over, a huge backlog of trained manpower was released
to join the civilian labor force. By 1974 we see the impact,
as shown in the .last columa of Table 9., The annual growth
rate for the entire labor force was tﬁe highest (2.8 percent)
of all four periods covered in the table. The growth rate

for sales occupations was remarkably high (20.1 percent), also
reflecting the early thrust of the open Door policy of the
gadat regime, But. high also were the growth rates in profes-*
sional (9.9 percent), jndustrial (9.7 percent), and clerical
occupations (6.1 percent). Service occupations grew modestly
at 2.6 percent annually; administrative and farming occupations
showed negative growth (-5.9 percent and ~1,7 percent respec-
tively).

C. Intergenerational Occupation Mobility

_ Along with the aggregate data on Egypt's occupational
structure, the 1979 Survey, conducted for the purpose of this
volume, sheds more light on the inner dynamics of occupational
mobility. .

Table 10 compares the occ wpations of a Cairo sample of
heads of households with those of their fathers. The occupa=
tional categories are arranged ordinally from *higher" to
*lqwer." The diagonal (underscored values) represent the
dividing line between upward (below it) and downward (above it)
as well as cases of occupational immobility across two gener=-
ations, . ' '

pirst, we look at the margin totals where the last
colunn refers to respondents', and the last :qwhtheir fathers',
occupations. Ve obsexve immediately that professionals are
nearly four times greater in the respondents’ generation (9.3
perchnt) than in their fathers' genezation (2.6 peréent).
Executives are twice as many in the respondents' generation
(315.1 percent) compared to that of their fathers (7.7 percent) .
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ghere were similar, though less dramatic, increases in the
pe?centages of clerical and sales occupations. In contrast,
there were less production and service workers among the
respondents than among their fathers. And since Table 10
contains data on cairo only, obviously we can not compare
the change across generations with regard to farming occupa-
tions. It is interesting to note, however, that as many as
29 percent of our respondents who are engaged in typically
vrpan occupations had fathers who were in farming occupations.
this in itself may be construed as a partial measure of rural-
urban migration precipitated by and/or resulting in occupa=
tional mobility.

1f we look-at the inner cells of Table 10, we observe
that a) as many“sséso pe;éént of the professionals among the
respondcnts (tob row) are sons of peasants (34.5 percent) and
workers (13.8 percent) . Thus the entry into this high occu-
pational category was only partly determined by father's
occupation. ‘This was also somewhat the case with the next
citegory, ex?cgtives, in which 34 percent of its ranks had
pegsant or working class fathers, p) But since workers and
pe‘sants ac;ounted for over 70 percent of Egypt'svlabor force
a qeneration ago, theif sons (our respondents) were still -
maikedly under—represented in the top occupational categoriesj
c) Respondents whose fathers were professionah;and executives
tended to appear in greater percéntages than their proportiomn-
ate shares in the higher occupations, and in smaller percentages
in lower occupations., Thus, on1§.4 percent of respondents in
clerical and 1 percent in working'class occupations were sons
of professionais. And only 6 percent of the respondents in
clerical, 2 percent in sales, and 1 percent in Qorking class
occupations were sons of executiﬁes. This suggests that the
entry into higher occupations was rglatively greater than
exit from them across the two generations under consideration.
d} The middle occupational catagories, clerical and sales, ?
tended to be manned primarily by sons of peasants, service’’
workers, and people in the sane occupations; e) Production
workers among the respondents heavily tended to have working



Table 10. - Occupational Mobility: Respbndents and Fathers for a Samplc of lleads
of Households, Cairxo, 1379 =312)

.

Occupation of Occupation of ’ produc. Service

Respondent his Father: profess. = Exec. Clerical - Sales workers Workers Farming Total
?rofessional .}_2._3_ A7.2 Jo.l 13,8 - 13.8 34,5 9.3
Executive . 4.3 _‘2_5;5_ 17.0 19,1 6.4 10.6‘ 17.0 15.1
Clerical .. 4.2 .. 6.3 }E ' 18,8 2.1 20.8 29.2 15.4
Sales B - 2.3 6.8 36.4 2,3 13.6  38.6 14.1
Production - - 13.3 20.0 20,0 0.0  E.7 4.8
Service 1.0 1.0 6.7 12.4 2,9 _&?_ - 32,4 33.7
Farming - - - - - - — -
Rousewives - " 8,3 12.5 45.0. 12.5. 6.7  25.0 7.7
Total 2.6 7.7 10.9 19.2 4.5 25,6  28.8 100.0
Statistical Measures: x2 = 106.41 P = 0,001 Gamma = 0.22 c'ont:'mgex.'ncy Coeff, = 0.50 .

Source: Original Survey Data

N
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class fathers (60 percent) or other typically middle urban
occupations (33 percent). Very few had peasant fathers

(7.7 percent): £) The primary source of manning the service
workers category was from its own ranks (43 percent of their
fathers were also service workexrs) and from the peasantry
(32 percent),

The relationship between respondents’ and fathers'
occupation is positive in direction, though wmodest in volume
(gamma 0.22, contingency coefficient 0.56) A weaker relation-
ship implies greater mobility across occupational lines between
the two generations. In other yords, the data in Table 10,
which is statistically significant at the 0.001 level, suggest
a moderate to high degree of mobility, Respondents were
generally better off than their fathers for the sample as a
whole. Most of the respondents with fathers in higher occu-
pations continued to be in equally high occupational cate-
gories, But the opposite was not true. Many respondents ol ult\
fathers in lower occupations managed to move up in the occu- "
pational ladder. v

~ Table 11 shows the extent of occupational mobility
betv,iecen respondents and their sons, Here, we notice right
away that upward mobiiity has become more difficult for sons’
af the working class. Only 9.7 pexcent of the sons of service
workers made it to the professional category (compared to 13.8
percent in the previous generation, as shown in Table 10),
and none made it to ‘executive occupations (compared to 10.6
percent in the previous generation), Mone of the sons of pro-
duction workers made a change to either one of the two top
occupation categories (compared to 6.4 percent who made it to
executive occupations in the previous generation). About the
only upward mobility channel that was still open for sons of
working class respondents was clerical occupations (33.3 per-
cent of production ‘workers' sons and 41,9 percent'of service
workers! sons). Otherwigse, they were locked into working class
occupations like their fathers (66.6 percent of production
workers® sons #nd 48.4 percent of service workers' sons).



Occupation of Occupation of ' ' produc. Service
Resmndents Fathers: - - profess. Executive ° Clerical ' Sales ° workers wWorkers Total

___—————'-—_—

professional 87.5 - . T2, - T - s T 8.8
«—'—-‘ 'y ¥ .
Executive 28.6 57.1 - - 14.3 - = 13
Clerical 20.0 - 30.0 - 20.0° £0.0 ~'10.9
. RN
Sales 10.5 5.3 26.3 10.5 15.8 31.6  .20.9
production - - 33.3 - 33.3 . 333 ’ 3.3
Service 9.7 e 41,9 .- 6.5 41.9 43.1
. e
Housewives 23,1, -~ - 46.2 7.7 7.7 15.4 14.2
. . . It B R .- N . . e ———
Total . 20,9. ....5.5 . ..31.9.. 3.3 30.8  21.5 14.2
Statistical Measures: x2 = 91.65 Pp=0.001 Gamma = 0,48 c°nt.'COeff. = 0,71

Source: Original Survey Data

6t
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In contrast, nearly 88 percent of professionals'
sons were algo professionals, and nearly 86 percent of the
executives' sons were either professionals (28.6 percent)
or executives like their fathers (57.1 percent). In other
words, there seems to be a greater cénsolidation at the top
occupational catcgories, i.e., sons inheriting fathers, and
thus restricting entry of newcomers from the ranks of the
lower occupation categories.

Sons of respondents in middle level occupations, e.g.
clerxical and sales, showed a mixed record, though still on
the whole better than those of the working class. Twenty
percent of the sons of respondents in clerical jobs managed
to join the ranks of professionals, and nearly 16 percent of
the sons of respondents in sales occupations managed to rise
up ¢0 the ranks of professionals (10.5 percent) or executives
(5.3 percent). But as many as 50 percent of these sons slipped
éown to occupations lower than those of their fathers,

To sum up,the picture in Table 11, we may add up the
values below and adbove the diagenal to show the extent and
direction of mobility for the sons of respondents in ecach
océupational category. For sons of professionals, 88 percent
continued in top ranking occupations and only 12 percant
exporienced downward mobility. For sons of axecutives, 29 per-
cent moved up, 57 percent remained upward mobile, and 14 percent
moved downward. Fbr sons of clerics, 20 percent moved up, 30
percent remained in place, and 50 percent stepped downward.

For sons of sales occupation respondents, 42 percent moved up,
11 percent remained in place, and 47 porcent moved down, For
sons of production workers, one-third moved slightly up,
one-third remained in place, and one-third moved down. Finally,
for sons of service workers, 10 percent moved higher up, 42 per-
cent moderately up, and 42 percent rerained downward mobile,

. ®he relationship betwecn respondents' and sons' occu-
pations is positive in direction, strong in volume (Gamma ~=
0.48, contingency coefficient 0.71), and highly significant,
at the 0.001 level. This suggests that the respondents'
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occupation made a substantial difference in determining
his son's occupational standing, i.e., the higher that of
the respondent, the higher that of the father and vice-versa.
Taken together, Tables 10 and 11 show occupational

mobility acros§ three generationsg, father, respondent and
son. While father's occupation made only some difference
in determining respondent's qQccupation (Gamma = 0.22), the
respondent's occupation made more than twice as much differ-
ence in determining son's occupation (Gamma = 0.48). In other
words, the middle generation enjoyed greater mobility (mostly
upward) than did the younger, present, generation. The middle
generation was occupationally placed in the 1950's and early
1960's, the younger one in the late 1960's and 1920's, The
respondents' fat ers (grandfathers to respondents' sons) were
occupationalfyiin the pre-1950 decades (1940's and 1930's).
Thus, those who started their careers in the 1950's and 1960's
had, on the whole, better occupational opportunities than
both the preceding and following generations,

-The data and analysis presented in this section seem
to support our hypothesis concerning social mobility in Egypt
sinca 1952, Manual occupations have subsided in favor of non-
manual occupations, Farming activities have steadily declined
in favor of non-farm1n§ occupations., In other words, an in-’
creasing portion of the labor force has been moving up occu-
pationally, with all the implications entailed with regard to
income and prestige. This upward occupational mobility, how-
ever, was greatly affected by the prevailing socio-economic
policies in the successive periods of the 1952 Revolution.
Between 1952 and 1966 moat of the upward moveanment was channeleg
into protessional, managerial, and manufacturing occupations.
Then there was a slowdown or complete halt of occupational
mobility in the years following the 1967 war, up to the early
1970's. After 1971, upward occupational mobility accelerated
again. But with a new socio-economic orientation under Presi-
dent Sadat, known as the Open Door policy, most of the upward
mobility was channeled into sales occupations. The latter
include commercial and finance occuvations which a~em to
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This conclusion based on national aggregate data
4s further sharpened by structurgj data on intergeneratibnal
pobility for a Ccairo sample, Strong evidence shows that
upward mohility was much greater in the 1950's and 1960's
than it was in the pre-1950 decadas or in the post 1960's
decade. The upward occupational channels were much more
open to sons of peasants and workers in the middle period
than at any time before or after,

V. EDUCATIONAL MOBILITY

rducation is one of the principal indicators of socio-
economic status. In modernizing societlies, education is the
fastest path to social mobility. Modernization implies at
least two things: 1) the unfreezing of formerly rigid
parriers among various strata, and 2) institution-building
and expansion of modern economic activities. Educational
achievement becomes a major criterion in manning these insti-~
tutions and in carrying out those activities. Incbme, eéper
cially in the form of salaries and wageé, becomes mainly a
function of educational attainment. The channeling mechanism
of status, in other words, becomes vachievement" rather than
wascription." The jatter implies status determination on the
basis of particularistic criteria such as kinship, family,
tribal or ethnic packground, i.€.. inherited privileges.

The 1952 Revolution was keen from the beginning on
undermining such inherited privileges L‘;‘.‘..d “1‘15& i.t\isang. &imﬁuw‘,‘h
ples of fairness and equal bpportunitieaqf One of-xus carliest
acts was to abolish aristocratic titles such as vpasha," "bey,"
and "effendi," along with titles associated with thg monarchy.
Another major objective of the Revolution was modern institu-
tion building and economic development. Both thrusts meant
the primacy of educational achievement as a social mobility
vehicle. The efforts of the Revolution to expand education

are covered in a separate Chapter in this volume (M.A, Fadil,
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chapter .). our concern in this section will be mainly
educational mobility, both aggregate and intergenera-
tional.

A. Aggregate Educational Mobility

Thé expansion of =ducation in Egypt after 1952 allowed
new groups in society' to send their children to school, en~
jarged the pool of literate population, and: ‘increased the
size of those groups in.the nmedium and higher educational
levels.

Tables 12 and 13 show the evoliition of and relative
changes in population over ten years of age by educational
levels, from 1947 to 1976. The inference we may draw from
these data is that between 1947 and 1976, greater numbers
‘were being educated at a rate faster than that of annual popu-
lation increments. Thus, whilc the population as a whole
increased by nearly 198 percent in 29 years, the literate pool
increased by 289 percent, i.e., nearly twice as much, To
assess the aggregate educational mobility, we can assume that
zero mobility would obtain if the literate pool grew at a rate
similar to that of population in general, i,e,, 198 percent
betwegn 1947 and 1976, That pool in 1947 was 3.1 millions.
Had it grown by 198 percent, it would have been 6.1 millions
in 1976, Any increase over the latter figure would mean
vpward educational mobility, and any decrease below the figure
would imply the opposite, or downward mobility, Since the
actual figure for 1976 was slightly over 12 millions, it means
a net increment of 5.9 million or nearly 97 percent over the
hypothetical figure (6.1 millions) had -there been no mobility

whatsoever.
The literate pool includes three broad categories:

those who read and write (minimally %ﬂucated), those with
intermediate cextificates (9-12 yearsAtormal schooling), and
those with college or higher.certificates, We can apply the
above method to assess the mobility for each category, i.e.,
rate of entry into it, Thus, had the minimally educated -
category grown at a rate similar to that of population betwecn
1947 and 1976, its size would have been 5.8 millions, medning



Table 12

.Distriartion of Population (Over 10 Years 0ld) by Educational Level
) 1947 - 1976 (in Thousands)

» ..

7

Educational 1947 1960 1966 1976
Level . N. . 5., N 3 R k 3 . N )
Illiterate* 10,900 78.0 12,726 70.5 13,770 65.3 15,611 56.5
v .
Read and Write 2,911 ° 20.8 4,356 24.2 5,886 27.9 - 6,923 25.1
Intermediate : _ ' .
Certification 113 0.8 801 4.4 1,293 5.7 4,475 16.2
College or
Bigher Cer- 57 0.4 170 0.9 235 1.1 606 2.2
tificate - - L
" Total 13,972 }OQ.O 18,053 190.0. "-21,084 100.0 27,615 100.0

*including not classified.

Sources: Population Censuses, 1947, 1960, 1966, 1976, CAPMAS, Cairo.

A 4



_ -‘Table 13 ] :
Percentage Change in Egyptians' Educational Level, 1947 - 1976

sy

Educational. 1947 - 1980 1960 - 1566 1966 ~ 1976
Level Average Average " Average
pehange fOr aomual o CRRSRTOT, Aneual o (UTOSD fica Annual
Change Change Change

Illiterate 16.8 1.3 8.2 1.4 13.4 1.3.

Read and Write 49.6 3.8 35.1 5.6 17.6 1.8

Inﬁe:mediate . : .

Certificates 608.8 46.{ 48.9 8.2 275.% 27.5

Callege or :

Higher Certif- 198.2 15.2 38.2 6.4 157.9 - 15.8

icates .

Total 29.1 2.2 16.8 2.8 30.9 3.1

Soﬁrce: Computed from data in Table 12.
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o net mobility in or out of this cétegory. But since the
sotuval size in 1976 was 6.9 million, there is a net incre-
gent of 1.1 million, i.e,, about 19 percent higher than the
pypothetical no hobility figure. For the intermediate
category, the hypothetical no mobility figure would have been
224,000 in 1976; the actual figure was 4.2 millions higher,
i.e., about 1900 percent new entries into that category between
1947 and 1976, Tor the college-educated categury, the ‘new
entries in the same period were 463 percent (or 493,000 persons)
increment over the expected figure had that category grown
at the same rate as the general population.

Another conclusion we can draw from Table 13 is that
the average annual growth rate in the read-and-write category
peaked during the 1960-1966 period (5.6 percent) . The com=
parable averages for both intermediate and college categories
reached their peak in the 1966-197¢ period (at 2.7 and 15,8
percent, respectively). This seems natural, since each edu-
cational level represents a pool from which the next higher
level would Gcaw in successive years,

F. Intergenerational Mobility

Given the imptesslve rates of aggregate educational
sobility in Egypt in the last quarter century, the question
remains; which of the various strata in the society had
greater access to available educational opportunities? This
questjon can ideally be answered by surveying & representative
cross section of all Egyptian families to collect comparative
data on the educational level of sons, parents, and grandparents
in the same family, along with information on their occupations
“and incomes (i.e., the other two indicators of socio-economic
status). Such data is not available, However, we have a few
srall scale studies which shed some light on the question.

The first study was conducted in 1962 on government and
Public sector enployéen.z1 As Table 14 shows, nearly 43 pgf-
Cent wore sons of professionals and managers, The combined
total of these two latter categories in the labor force in
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‘,go was 4.2 percent. In other words, occupational cate-
gories I and II (Table 14) supplied the gcvernment and
,ublic sector wi}h university-educated people at a percentage
rate ten times bigger than their proportionate representa-
ti1on in the labor force, Category.III, businessmen, finance
sand sales workers and landowners represented 10,2 percent of
the labor force but supplied government and the public sector
-1th 30.8 percent of the college-educated, i.e.,, three times
their proportionate share, The other occupational categories,
iv through VII, were all under-represented in the college-
cuucated employees of government and public sector, Thus,
only 2.7 percent of the latter were sons of parents in clerical
occupations, which make up 8,1 percent'of the labor force,
Slightly over 4 percent of the college~educated were sons of
cruftsmen und skilled production workers (16,2 percent of the
labor force), Service and unskilled workers, with 12.4 per-
cent of the labor force, supplied goverrment with only 1,4
of the college-educated employees, Occupational category VII,
all others including small farmers, represented 41 percent of
the labor force, but their university-educated children in
government represented less than 18 pércent of all employees.’
The first three éategeries, I, II, and III, in Table 14°
correspond roughly to the upper and upper middle strata in
Egypt. They made up 14 percent of the labor force in the
early 1960's., Together, however, they appropriated ncarly 74
percent ‘of all the higher~track positions in government and
the public sector for their children, (ategories IV and v
Correspond roughly to the small middle stratum; with a combined
total of 24.3 percent of the labor force, they appropriated '
less than 7 percent of the high-track positions in the state
apparatus, Finally, we may consider categories VI and VII as
the lower strata. Their total in the labor force was about
54 percent, but the share of their children in high<track state
Positions was only 19 percent,
Among state employees with intermediate certificates,
there was less lopsidedness. The upper occupational groups
(I, 11, and IIT in Table 14) appropriated for their childre:



Table 14

!uéecncnqc Distraipution .of Government and Public Sector mployees by
Their Educational level According to Parents' Occupation, 1962

* Percentage of . Educational Level of Emplovees
Pather's Occupational Category Internediate
Oc ation -¢2n Labor Force College or Above Certificate
cup (1960) Per Cent ° Per Cent
I. Professionals 3.1 39.2 18.4

IXI. Administrative and
Managerial 1.1 3.9 0.8

IIX. Business, Commerce,

B toamors 10.2 30.8 33.5

. Gement Gnate g 21
v. g;‘;ﬁf;‘:o::‘:“ 16.2 a1 12.7
Vi service w4 14 2
VII. Other Occupations 41.1 _ o 17.9 . 13.0
Total 100.0 100.0 - 100.0

Sources: M. A. Shafshak, "Role of University in the Formation of Egyptirn Elite,” in
National Review of Social Research (Arzhic, Cairo), No. 2-3, 1968; Nazih N.

Ayubi, Educational Policy in nggt (Arabic), Cairo: Center for Political
and Strategic Studies, 1978, p. 72; 1960 Census.

1
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52,7 percent of the medium-track positions in the state
cpparatus. The middle categories (IV and V) appropriated
31.5 of the medium-track positions; the lower categories
appropriated 15.8 percent of such positions. It is clear,
here, that medium and lower occupational categories fared
petter in medium-track positions than they did with higher-
track slots. Their combined share in the former was 26 per-
cent, and in the latter 47 percent,

' Another study conducted in 1966 on the students of
Cairo Univerelty.22 also offers a partial answer to the
question of intergenerational mobility. The data are presented
in Table 15. Being a university studénc, presumably, means
that upon graduation the person will occupy a high=-track
position in the state, puhlic or private sectors, i.e., upper
occupational categories. Therefore, we may assume that there
is greater upward mobility if the proportion of students whose
parents are from middle or lower occupations is rising over
time. Categories I and IX in Table 15 may be considered
upper occupational groups since they include profesgionals,
scientists, top administrators, executives, managers, business-
men, aind rich farmers. In 1966 they made up about 17 percent
of the labor force, but they appropriated for their children
nearly 63 percent of all slots in Cairo University., Even
though still over-represented, their ghare in potential high-
track positions has dropped (from 74 percent in Table 14} by
about 1l percentage points between the carly and middle 1960's,

Students whose parents were in medium occupations
(categories II and III in Table 15) totalled about 29 percent
of Cairo University's student body, Assuming that they enter
higher track positions upon graduation, this represents a jump
of 22 percentage points over their share in government in the
early 1960's (Table 14)., The farming occupations were still
heavily under-represented. They made up over 50 percent of _
the labor force, but appropciated only 6 percent of the uni-
versity slots for their children,
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gable 15. Distribution of Students in Cairo University
- Accordding to parents' Occupation, 1966

Parents' A of Occupational Students at

Occupation Category in Labor Force Cairo University

- -

I Professionals,

administrators,

mpanagers 6.6 33.2
II Businessmen,

landowners © 10.}1 29.3
1II Clerical (white

collar) 5.5 21.0
. IV Craftsmen and

skilled workers 18.4 . 5.6

Vv Farmers 50.4 5.8

VI Others 9.0 3.1

Total 100.0 100.0

Source: M.A. Shafshak, "Role of University in the Formation
. €% the Egyptian Elite,* National Review of Social
Recearch 7(Cairo) No. 2-3, 1968 (Arabic); ana 1966
Census. .

Pinally, we present data from the Cairo sample survey
conducted in 1979, thirtean years after the above mentioned
study, Tables 16 and 17 show the levels of education for
respondents and their fathers, and for respondents and their
sons, respectively. Together, they reflect the extent and
direction of educational mobility across three generations.

The margin totals in Table 16 show the overall improve-
ment in educational attainments of respondents over their
fathers. The illiterates among the latter were p;oportionately
more than twice that among the former (48.4 versus 22.6 per-
cent). The college-educated among respondents (15 percent)
were nearly four times that of their fathers (4 percent).
Looking at the diagonal reveals the dynamics of such improve-
ment. Many of the illiterates among respondents (85 percent)
had illiterate fathers (i.c., two-generation illiterates).

The rest, 15 percent, had fathers who were at least litcrate;
mhmient fu 3 drea a% downuard edpeationa) mohilitv,  In the

Best Xvailable Document



Table 16. Educational Mobility: Respondents and rathefs for a Sample of Heads of
Households, Cairo, §§7§ (N = 313) R

(3)

Zducation of Education of Read & Prepara- Secon- Post
Respondents their fathers: Illiterate Vrite Primary tory.. dary Colleqe ¢grad. Total
tlllitcrate ' 84.7 13.9 - 1.4 - - . - 22.6
Read & write 62.4 _ iig;g 4.3 - 1.1 - - 29.2
Primary 48.4 41,9 9.7 - - - - 9.7
frzeparatory 29.4 .- 58.8 5.9 - 5.9 - - 5.3
ESecondagy 21.2 40.4 11.5 3.8 22;§ 9.6 - 16.4
College 4.2 39.6  20.8 2.1 10.4 18.8 4.2 15.1
Post-graduate - 20.0 - 40.0 40.0 — 1.6
Statisticel Measures: x> = 158.58 P = 0,001 Gamma = 0.68 0.58

Source: Original Survey Data

Contingency coefficient =

-15- "


http:x-158.59
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next educational level, reading and writing, 62 percent of

the responcdents had 1111terate fathers, i.c., one step
improvement; 32 percent were like their fathers, and 4 percent
vere worse off than their fathers, or one-step downward mobility.

Respondents in the third category, Primary education,
vere mostly better off than their fathers: 48 percent of
them have illiterate fathers, 42 percent have fathers who
only read and write, and 10 pPércent had fathers who were at
the same level. 1In other words, there is no downward mobility
in.this category,

Respondents with Preparatory certificates ,showed nearly
the same overall improvement, Over 29 percent of their fathers
were illiterates (i.e,, three steps up); 59 percent of their
fathers read and write (two steps up), and 6 percent of their
fathers had primary certificates (one step up). All in all,

94 percent of the respondents in this educational level have
expezienzed vpward mobilizy and gsnly € TEITENT movel zwrwazi.

Respondents in the category with Secondary certificates
were mostly sons of illiterates (21 percent) or of barely
literate fathers (40 percent), Slightly over 15 percent of the
respondents had fathers with primary or preparatory education,
All in all, then, about -77 percent in this category have experi-

enced upward mobility (from one to four steps), MNearly 14 per-
cent have remained at the same level as fathers and about 10
percent have experienced downward mobility.

Among respondents with college education, few (4 percent)
of their fathers were illitcrates, but the majority of fathers
(60 porcent) were either barely literate (40 percent) or with
Qnly primary level education (20 percent), For these respon-
dents, the educational mobility was indeed substantial, i.e.,
five and four steps up, respectively., All in all, 77 percent
of the respondents with college education were born to fathers
who did not exceed the secondary level. The rest (23 percent)
were born to fathers with university or post-graduate education,

The relationship shown in Table 16 is positive in direc-
tion, strong in volune (Gamma = 0,.68), and highly significant
{(at the 0,001 level)., bDut it is a complex relationship, Thus,

—whiledit iz shas that, fosrer! educaking 1a.a mator determinant
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Zducation of Education of

Read &

®able 17. Pducational mbutﬁ' : Res;g;ndentc and Sons for a Sample of Neads of
us ! ] 170 N =

Prepara- Secon- Pogt~

Respondents their Sons: Illiterate Vrite Primary tory dary Colleqe grad. Total
Illiterate 23.6 20.0 14.5 4.3 23.6 10.% - ac.9
Read & Write 10.8 10.8 18.5 16.9 30.8 - 12.3 - 34.2
Primary - 5.0 30.0 5.0 50.0 10.0 - 10.5
Preparatory - - 16.7 }i._z 66.7 - - 3.2
Secondary - - 4.2 8,3 58,3  25.0 4.2 12.6
College - - - 15.8 21.1 47.4, 15.8 20.0
Post-graduate - - - - - 100.0 - 0.5
Total 10.5 10.0 14.7 11.6 34.7 16.3 2.1 100.0
Statistical Measures: x° = 88.95 P = 0.001 Gamma = 0.50 Contingency coeff. = 0.57

Source: Original.Survey Data
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gospondents to another. Thus, while only 11 percent of
{11itérate. respondents' sons and 12 percent of literate
respondents’ sons made it all the way to college, more than
tvice as many of'the sons of secondary-educated, and four
times as many of the sons of college-educated respondents

got to college. This situation is relatively no better than
it was a generation earlier (as 1mp11ed in Table 16). _To
clarify this point we reconstruct the total margins of Tables
16 and 17 of the three upper educational levels for the three
generations:

Generation: 1 11 L1x

Pathers Respondents  Sons
Level of Education ) S t
Secondary 4,7 16.4 34.7
College 4.4 15.1 16,3 -
post-graduate " _0.6 1.6 2.1
Total: 9.7 3.1 53,1

NHe see immediately that the middle qeneratjon, II, has nearly
quadrupled its petcentaqes in secondary ‘and college education
vis-a-vls gencration 1 (their fathers). On the other hand,
generation III (the sons) only doubled its percentage of
secondary education and slightly increased its college and
post-graduate education vis-a-vis generation II. In other
words, the upward educational gains of generation II are
substantially greater than those of generation III.
Generation I is mostly made up of persons whose educa~
tional opportunities were charted in pre-1952 times (i.e., in
tho 1920's, 1930's, 1940's). Generation II is made up mostly
of persons whose opportunities were determined in the 1950's
and early 1960's, i.e., the height of the 1952 Revolution,
Generation III is mostly made up of youngsters whose’ educa-
tional opportunitiecs were set in the late 1960's and throughout
the 1970's, i.e., years-of stagnation and socialist retreat.


http:years.of

56

_ The national aggregate data as well as the data from
the threc surveys cited above strongly support our hypothesis
with regard to Egypt’'s gocial mobility in the last three
decades. Taking, educaticn as an éndicator, the volume of
upward mobility reached its maximum in the 1950's to the mid-
1960's pearicd. Although upward mobility continued through
the late 19€0's and 1970's, its relative increase has markedly
been smaller and more concentrated between the middle and
upper educational levels.

VI. LINKAGES OF CLASS COMPONENTS

In this final section an attempt is made to link the
various components which deternmine one's class position, i.e.y
his socio-economic status (SE3) . Four components are con=
sidered: income, occupaticn, education, and 1ife-style. The
first three were gseparately elaborated in earlier sections.
The fourth, life-style, is operationalized here in temms of
acquisition of certain durable goods.

since income distribution is the focus of this volume,
We will first eilaborate-its linkages with other comg:nﬁnts of
s2S separately. Then we shall construct a compositﬁof all
four indicators including income and measurée it against how
people subjectively perceive their own class standing.

A. Social Correlates of Incomes

We made several agsertions to the effect that income is
dete%mined by and is a determinant of education, occupation,
and life style. Tables 18 through 25 give data which sub-
stantiate these assertions.

1. Income and cccupation: To suggest that occupation and income
are interrelated in a modern or a modernizing society is not
new. What would be of greater significance is to reveal the
strength of such relationship. Table 18 shows the annual .
income distribution by btroad economic activities for a national
sample survey of heads of families of Egypt's labor force 4in




" s

1977/ Although economic activities are not occupations
per se, it is still obvious that agricultural occupations
have their central tendency toward Wowerbfn of the
income scale. JThe "modal” category,is L.E. 150 income per
fanily per annum. Manufacturing, bonséruction, commerce,
transportation, and services occupations are included in the'’
same income bracket above, Their modal category is L.E,
200-250 per annum, and they are closer to the midéle of the
income distribution. Finance and insurance activities have
the highest central'tendency; their modal category is the
L.E, 600-800 per annum,

Table 19 shows distributional data by occupational
category for another national sample survey.conducted in
1978. The income éategories here are in U.S. dollars, and
the occupational classification is not strictly comparable
with similar Egyptian data, since the survey was conducted as
part of a comparative attitudinal study in several Arab coun-
tries. What matters, however, is the magnitude of the rela-
tionship. We observe from Table 19, for example, that mass
media, medical and legal occupations are at the top of Egypt's
income scale. They are followéd in this respect by engineers,
academics, craftsmen and skilled labor. At the lowest end of"
the scale (less than $1000 per year) we find farming, unskilled
and semi-skilled labox, agronomists, and educational occupation
The lowest income category in this table is at a relatively
high-cuttinq point, and it therefore may contain a greater
variancc within it than between it and other income categories.
This suggests some precautions in drawing any firm conclusions.
The findings, nevertheless, substaniate one of the impression-
istic observations made in recent years about the rising income
of craftemen and self-employed skilled labor (e.g., mechanics,
carpenters, electricians, plumkbers, etc.). Respondents in
these manucl occupations reported, on the average, pigher
annual incomes than some of the white-collar and college-based
occupations. The correlation between occupation and income,
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us shown in Table 19, is statistically significant at the
¢.01 level, and its magnitude is moderate (Gamma = 0.32,
contingency coefficient 0.58). This suggests that income is
ponitively related to occupation, though not always or strictly
along manual versus non-manual lines.

Table 20 gives the results of a smaller scale survey
of a Cairo sample of heads of household conducted in 1979.
The occupational classification here is similar to that used
in official Egyptian census and surveys, and is different from
that used in Table 19 above. Yet, the magnitude of corrxelation
as measured by both Gamma (0.39) and contingency coefficient
(0.52) is very close to that reported in Table 19. The modal
income category for professionals and executives are in the
fourth highest income bracket (L.E. 1000-1500 per annum), and
as many as 16 percent of the professionals and 22 percent of
the executives were in higher incoms brackets. The modal
category for clerical occupations and production workers was
the second income bracket (L.E. 300-500 per annum), and except
for housewives, they ranked closest to the lower end of the
income scale. Between them on the one hand and the professionals
and executives on the other hand, we find people in sales and
service occupations situated nearly in the middle. The modal
income category for sales and services (who tend to be self-
employed) is the third income bracket, L.E. 500-1000 annually.

In summary, the data in the three tables, though not
strictly comparable, substaniate the proposition that income.
and occupation are interrelated. The correlation between the
two vatiables, however, is far from perfect. At best, occupa=
tion explains slightly moxe than 50 percent of the variance
in the income of Egyptians surveyed between 1974 -and 1979.
This suggests that other factors must be introduced to explain
the rest of the variance.

2. Income and education: Education is thought of as .another
doterminant of income in most societies, i.c., the higher the
education, the higher the 1ﬁcome, and vice versa. Tables 21,
22, and 23 contain data from the same three surveys cited above.




grlblo 20. ':_ p_be » al . me _and pation for a

(1) (2) (3) (4) ‘045) (6) ) (8)
Annual Less than 30C~: 500- 1000- 1500- 2000~ 3000- $000
Occupation Income, LE: ..... 300 500 .. 1000 ..1500 .. 2000 3000 5000 & above Total
Préfessionals . - 10.0 33.3> 40.0 6.7 - 6.7 3.3 . 9.4
Executives - 10.6 27.7 38.3 10.6  10.6 - 2.1 14.7
Clerical , 8.3 35.4 31.3 18.8 6.3 - - - 15.0
Sales’ 19.1 3l1.9 4.0 6.4 - 8.5 - - 14.7
Production workers 17.6 47.1 23.5 5.9 5.9 - - ¢ - 5.3
Service workers 17.0 32.1 35.9 7.5 6.6 0.9 - - 33.1.
Housewives; . 28.0 36.0. 28.0 8.0 - - - - 7.8
Total l12.8 28.4 32.2 16.6 5.6 3.1 0.6 0.6 100.0
xz = 117.23 Pe= 0,001 Germa = 0,39 ' Contingency coefficient = 0.52

Source: Oziginal'Survef Data
I N
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The National Labor Survey data (Table 21) shows the
wodal income category for illiterates to be L.E. 150
annually; the barely literate (second row} are condentrated
in the next income catégory (L.E. 200 per annum). But the
next three aducational levels jump their modal categories by
three steps, i.e., L.E. 400-500. The college-educated are
concentrated in the upper third of the income scale {modal
category L.E. 600-800), with as many as 50 percent in income
brackets higher than the mode. The same applies to those with
post-graduate education; their modal category is L.E. 1000-
1400 annually, with as many as 38 percent of them in higher
income brackets, .

The 1978 Arab Attitudes Survey data for the Egyptian
National Sample, shown in Table 22, gives another distribution
of income and education. Again, the correlation between the
two variables is highly significant (at the 0.001 level), and
the measure of association, Gamma, is 0.47. At the lower end
of the income scale (below 1000) we find 93 percent of the
lowest educated respondents, compared to only 49 percent of
the highest educated. The comparable percentages for respon-
dents with intermediate and college education are 82 and 68,
respectively. UNone in the lowest educational level goes
beyond the third (of nine) income category, and none in the
intermediate level earns beyond the fifth category. In contrast,
both the graduates and post graduates span all income brackets
to the top.

- Finally, Table 23 gshows the same relationship between
education and income for a Cairo sample in 1979, The results
are quite consistent with the two surveys cited above. The
lowest income category (less than L.E. 300) shows a preponder~
ance of {llitcrates (57 percent) and the barely literate
(31 percent). These lowest two educational levels decline
gradually as we go up the income scale until they disnppear
by the fifth and sixth brackets completely. In contrast, the
highest two income brackets are populated entirely by the
college educated and post graduates. The correlation between
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:.b!o 23. pelaticnship of Anrual Family Income hnd Education of a
gample of Heads of Households in Cairo, 1979 (Pcrccntages)

Ne322
gducationt 1 2 3 4 s 6 7
gncooe Read & Pri- Prepar~ Secon- _ Post-
JoBe 111it, Write aary atory dary A College graduate LY
f \
1.Less than 300 57.1 31.0 4.8 2.4 4.8 - - 13.1
2.300-500 20.7 M. 13:2 2.7 110 1.1 3.3 28.3
3,500-1000 17.5 34.0 9.7 5.8 20.4 12.6 - 32.1
4.1000~2500 5.7 151 1.5 3.8 22.6 41.5 3.8 16.5
~ %§.1500-2000 11.1-  33.3 1. - 16.7 21.8 - 5.6
6.2000-3000 - 10.0 0.0 100 4.0 30.0 - 3.1
3.3000-5000 - - - - - 100.0 - ‘0.6
8.5000 and
above - - - - - - 100.0 0.6
Total 23a 293 9.7 §.3 16.2 15.0 1.6 100.0

:: e 133.62 p = 0.003 Ganma = 0.51 contingency coefficient = 0.54

Oou:e.o\ Original Survey pata
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education and income is naturally positive in direction
and highly significant (at the 0.001 level). But the
magnitude of this correlation is moderate (gamma = 0.51).

The results of the three surveysd, taken together,
suggest what we expected--a positive relationship between
education and income., But as was the case with occupation,
this relationship is not perfect. Education, at best, accounts
for only 50 percent of the variance in income.

3. Income and life-style.

AEE’EEZ"i§5S’EEI§E’survey, life-style was cperationalized
by two separate indicators. The first comprised a weighted
scale of certain .durable goods (e.g,, radio, TV, refrigerator,
private car, etc.).23The second was'simply the size of resi-

dence as measured by the number of rooms. Tables 24 and 25
give the relationship betwgen the two indicators and income
distribution., Both disi!&gkétoaa show that the variance on
each pair of variables is significaﬁt at the 0.001 level.
Equally, the magnitude of the two correlations as measured

by Garma are substantial, 0.56 and 0.59. Though they still

do not correlate perfectly with inceme, the two life-style
indicators (durable goods and size of residence) show a higher
association than did both occupation and education. In other
words, the two indicators of life-style are slightly better
predictors of income than either education or occupation.

This may be of some methodological significance in third world
countries where income data is either hard to obtain or its

" reliability is suspect.

B. Stragification Configuratidns

Of the three surveys cited in the previous section,
only the 1979 Ccairo study gives data on the fohr indices we
consider. important for measuring relative class positions.
We have, therefore, constructed a composite index of stratum
out of the four indices far each respondent in the sample.
We offer the results here not 80 much as a.generalization
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gchle 24. Relationshio between Annual Family Income and Acqusition of
Durable Goous for a Sample of Heads of Households, Cairo,
1979 (Percentages), Nw298

Durable goods
Income (Lowest) A (Highest)
L.E. Catogory Category Category Category: Category Category
1 2 - 4 © 5 6 .
Less than 300 33.3 33.3 30.0 13.3 - + 10.1
300-500 17.3 18.5 44.4 _18.5 1.2 - 27.2
500-1000 4.9 16.7 42,2 32.4 3.9 - 3.2
1000-1500 3.8 1.9 - 28.3 56.5 7.5 - 17.8
1500-2000 5.6 - 27.8 50.0 5.6 11.1 6.0
© 2000-3000 - - 10.0 60.0 10.0 20.0 3.4
3000-5000 - - - - 50.0 50.0 0.7
5000 & above - - - - - 100.0 0.7
Total : 10.7 14.4 35.6 33.9 3.7 1.7 100.0
2® = 146,54 P = 0.000 Gamma = 0.56 Contingency coeff. = 0.57

Bource: Original Survey Data

e




Toble 25. Relationship between Annual Family Income and Size
* of Fesidence for a Sample of Heaas ot Houscholds,

ggfroL 1979 (Pcrceatages), N=318

Income 8ize of One T™wo 3-4 5 Rooms
L.E. Residence: Room Rooma Rooms oOr more A
Loss than300 9.5  36.2 14.3 - 13.2
300-500 16.5 50.2 27.5 5.5 286
500-1000 10.86 37.3 44.1 7.8 32.1
1000-1500 3.8 11.5 67.3. 17.3 16.4
1500-2000 - 22.2 66,7 11l.1) $.7
2000-3000 - 11.1 66.7 22.2 2.8
3000-5000 - - 100.0 - 0.6
5000 & above - - - 100.0 0.6
Total 16.7 33,3 4l.2 8.8 100.0

82 = 135.99 P = 0,001 Gamma = 0.59 Contingency coeff. = 0.5%

Source: Original Survey Data




69

about class conf}guration in Egypt as a whole but as an
attempt to summarize and synthesize the data of the Cairo
survey. It is also meant as a methodological contribution
which may be useful in future studies on stratification.

Each of the four indices has a weighted score and
the sum of the four scores represerts an Index of SES for
each reapondent.z‘ Respondents were divided -into gix strata
according to their sum of scores on the SES Index. Table 26'
shows the distribution of the Cairo sample among the six
strata as well as how they correlate on each of the four
objective indices. It turned out that 21.5 percent of the
famllies fall in the two lowest strata (11.2 percent were
destitute and 10.3 percent were poor), 26.5 percent in the
third stratum (low middle), 36.1 percent in the £odrth (middle),
15.3 percent in the fifth (upper middle), and less than one
percent in the sixth stratum (highest); The SES Index (class
position) correlated highest with life-style (Gamma = 0.70),
then income (0.69), occupation (0.62), and education (0.61) .
What follows is a brief description of each of the six strata
as it can be inferred from empirical data.

1. The Lowest Stratum: "the Destitute: This category mostly
comprises familias whosa annual income is loss than L.E. 300,
who livé ip one room, own no durable goods or only a radio,

and whose bresdwinner is unskilled, a production or service
worker. He is likely to be an illiterate, born to an illiterate
father who was equally poor, & worker or poor peasant. The
urban poverty line in 1975 was L.E, 350 (see Section II above) .
Given an inflation rate of at least 10 percent annually in the
following four years, the urban poverty line in 1979 would be
well over L.E. 500 in 1979. This would suggest that these 11
percent of Cairo's families are rock-bottom poor. If not
11literates like fathers and grandfathers, the children of
these destitute families only read and write, with very few
past primary school. Ail in all, this stratum epitomizes the
Sculture of poverty,"25 in which low income is only one mani-
festation of several in a multitude of vicious circles gripping
sevaral successive generations.
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2. _The Low Stratum: the Poor: This category comprises

over 10 percent of Cairo's families, whose annual income

is between L.E. 300 and less than 500. The typical family
lives in one or two rooms, with a breadwinner who is illiter-
ate or barely literate, and who is a semi-skilled worker,
vendor, or in a clerical occupation. The brecadwinner is
generally born to an jlliterate worker or a peasant, and has
moved up slightly over his father. His children have gained
more cducation and if working, they are in skilled or clerical
occupations, with very few going to college or joining pro=
fessional and exacutive ranks. In sheer income alone, these
families are immediately below the poverty line. But socially
and culturally, they are not as caught up in its vicious cycle.
Many of them do not “"feel" poor (see Table 27}.

3. The Low-middle Stratum: the Border Line: This category
comprises nearly 27 percent of Cairo's families. Their annual
income is between L.E. 500 and 1000 per family. The typical
family lives in two rooms and owns a few durable amenities

such as a radio, gas stove, and a black-and-white TV. The
breadwinner is likely to be literate or with intermediate
education, a skilled worker or in clerical or sales occupa-
tiops. 1In most cases, he is better off than his father educa-
tionally and occupationally. Nearly half of.the heads of
household are from rural backgrounds. Their children have
attained as much educationally or slightly more. These
familics “feel® and try to lead a middle-class life style.
gince their income is immediately above the poverty line,

they are %ound to feel h~ard-pressed,

—

4. The Middle Stratum: the Upwardly Mobile: This category
conprises 36 percent of cairo's families. The typical family
has an annual income of around L.E. 1000, lives in three or
four rooms, and has more than half of the durable items (of
of 1LSS). The heads of households in this stratum are likely
to be young professionals, middle executives, or in senior
clerical and sales positions. Most of them have had college
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educatior. g. More than half of them are newcomers to the
middle class and have ascended to it from lower strata in
which the father was a peasant, a worker, d¢ a clerk or
salesman. Respondents in this stratum have experienced
more upward mobility than any other. Their children seem
to have more opportunities than the strata below, but not
more than their fathers had a generation ago.

§, The Upper-micdle Stratum: the Secure:, This group com-

prises 15 percent of Cairo's families. The typical household
has three to five rooms, almost all the durable items, and
around L.E. 2000 to 3000 in annual income. The head of the
family is likely to be college-educated and an established
professional cr executive. Most respondents in this stratum
are born to fathers who had at least intermediate education,
and were themselves in one of the middle strata a generation
ago. Their children are continuing on the upward track for
the third generation, both educationally and occupationally.

6. The Highest Stratum: the Rich: This is the smallest
group, consisting of about one percent of Ccairo's families.
The typical household comprises five rooms or more, enjoys

all the urban emenities, possesses all the durable goods
(4ncluded in the LSS), e.g., private car, color TV, air-
conditioners, etc. The family income averages more than

L.E. 5000 per annum. The typical head of houschold is college
éducated, well established professional, senior executive,

or a businessman. Almost all respondents in this stratum
were born to college educated fathers and have college educated
sons. In other words, this group seems to be locked in the
highest stratum for the third generation in a row.

This six-strata configuration is.based on objective
criteria. There may be a degree of arbitrariness in the
indices or in the cutting points along the stratification
continuum. bBut this is unavdidable in any such attempt.
por is this the only approach in depiciing class configuration
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in a community or in a society at large. One approach is

to figure class structure on the basis of relations of pro-
duction, e.g., ownership of means of production versus hired
labor. We opted against this method since most large scale
means of production in Egypt have been state controlled for
nearly twenty years. .

Another approach is to construct social stratification
on the basis of subjective identification, i.e., how people
26 The premise here is that
if the concept of “class" is to be a useful analytical tooi
of general behavior, it matters less where people objectively
gtand, than what they think of their standing. It is the
Yatter, not the former, which shapes their attitudes and be-
havior. The objective and subjective may or may not coincide.
In the case of our Cairo sample, we did ask the respondents
to identify the class they telong to. Table 27 summarizes (p.72)
the answers and correlates them with the objective indices.

It is striking that less than 2 percent identified themselves
‘ as belonging to the lowest stratum (as compared to ll percent
of the sample who "objectively" belong there). It is equally
striking that as many as 69 percent of the respondents per-
teived their class standing as exactly in the middle. 1If we
add to them those identifying with the upper middle class

(14 percent), the total jumps to 83 percent of all respondents
identifying with one or another layer of the middle class.

perceive their class standing.

In other words, there is a tremendous social-psychological
pressure to be members of the "middle class,” whether or not
people "objectively"” qualify.to be so. This tendency, revealed
by the Cairo sample, is not much different from the pattern
found in some western societies.27 The *middle-classification®
tendency has a multitude of socio-political implications, not
least of which is tho‘pteaervation of the status quo. This
may be dishecartening to those who seek radical change; they
would label it as a classical case of “false class-consciousness.”
Finally, wa take a look at the objective class config-
uration (based on the SES Index) cross-generationally. Table
28 shows the respondents in the Cairo sample broken down by
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‘l‘gio 28. Relationship between Age of Respondent and His Class Position {SES)

e s re——

he Clags bPosition of ilis First Son and of His Father, for a

and the Class Position of ilis F XSt 22 ot
Loz 8

samnle of Haads of Houceholds, Cairo, 1979 (Percentages)

CLASS CATEGORIES
(Lowest) . (Highust)
Age of kespondent I 11 111 v v v Total
20'30 son - - - - - - -
Rospondent - 5.3 36.6 | 47.4] 10.5 - 5.9
Pather 5.3 21.1 57.9 -1 1s.e - 6.0
30-40 son " - 100.0 - - - - 2.9
Respondent - 13.9 17.7 | as.1] 20.3 - 24.6
Father 6.3 21.5 40.5 | 29.1] 2.5 - 24.8
40-50 gon - 14.3 s7.1 | 28.6{ - - 20.3
Regpondent 1.2 7.1 29.4 | 49.4} 11.¢€ 1.4 26.5
Father 6.0 38.6 41.0 | 13.3] 1.2 - 26.0
$0-60 gon - 16.1 7.0 | 129} - - 44.9
. Aaspondent 5.0 8.} 27.1 | 42.9] 16.7 - 29.9
rather 7.4 43.2 33.7 | 1w0.5] 5.3 1.1 29.8
60+ son - 18.2 72.7 | 9a| - - 31.9
Respondent 7.2 16.7 31.0 | 1.0} 14.3 - 13.1
Father 4.6 41.9 46.5 | 4.71 2.3 < 13.5
Total .
(N=69) ®on - 18.8 66.7 | 1a.5] - - 100.0
(R=321) Respondent 11.2 10.3 26.5 | 36.1] 15.3] 0.6 ]100.0
(N=319) Father 15,3 3s5.1 0.4 | 14.4] 3.4] 0.3 100.0
Statistical Messures:
goni 311,70 P=0.08 Gamma = -0.06 Cont. Coeff. = 0.38
pespondent: x1e33.09  P=0.05  Garma = -0.09 Cont. Coeff. = 0.3
Fathers x2-46.45 p=0.01 Gama = -0.21 cont. Cocff. = 0.37

gource: Oxiginal Survey pata
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age categories, and conpares their class position with that

of their tnthers.nnd that of their first adhlt sons.28 Res-
pondents in the oldest age group {60 or above) had their
life-opportunitiés set in the pre-195C Revolution period
(e.g., in tha 1940's) and respondents in the youngest age
group (20-30) had their life-opportunities set in the late
1960's and early 1970's. The middle age categories (30-50)
had such opportunities set in the 1950's and 1960's. 1f we
look at their relative representation in the three upper
strata (IV to VI), we notice marked differences that are
statistically significant (at the 0.05 level or better).
Measures of association such as contingency coefficient, show
a higher correlation between age and class position for both
fathers (0.37) and sons (0.38) of respondents than for res-
pondents themselves (0.31). This suggests that on the whole,
fathers and sons (i.e. generations I and 1I1) were generally
worse off than respondents in terms of class standing. To
put it differently, the middle generation tared better than
either of the older or the younger generations. This conclu-
sion was confirmed by other data earlier. But to sharpen the
picture further, let us compare the percentages »f respondents
in the strata V and VI in each age group. For respondents in
the 20-30 age group there were 58 percent, compared to 16 per-
cent of their fathers, a difference of 42 percentage points.
For the next age group (30-40), there were 68 percent of the
Yespondents in the three top strata compared to 32 percent of
their fathers, a difference of 36 points. But this age group
is 10 points better than the 20-30 age group. As for the 40-50
cohorts, we find 62 percent in the top strata, compared to
only 15 percent of their fathers (respondents 47 points better)
and 20 porcent of their sons (respondents 31 points better).
The 50-60 age group of respondents were represented 1n the
upper half of the stratification scale by nearly 0 gnercent,
compared to 17 percent of their fathers (respondents better
by 42 points) ,and to 13 percent of their sons (respondents
better by ¢7 points). Finally, 45 percent of the oldest
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respondents were in the three top strata, compared to 7
percent of their fathers and to '9 percent of their sons
(respondents better 38 and 36 points, regpectively) .

Respondents who are 30-40 in 1979 were -3-10 years
old at the time of the 1952 ReVolution. They benefited the
most from the expanded educational and occupational oppor-
tunities made available during the 1956-1965 period, i.e.,
the upswing phases of the Revolution. Tﬁe age groups immedi-
ately younger and immediately older also benefited greatly
but not as much. Older.age groups also benefited from these
years, but their sons have not benefited as much.

Thus, ma%ipulating the data by age cohorts adds more
substantiation the hypothesis stated in the introductory
section of this ehaptet. Specifically, Egypt's stratification’
system reached its maximum fluidity from the mid-1950's to
the mid-1960°'s. Along with ambitious programs in education
and industrialization, and with bold socialist policies of
equalizing opportunities, the Egyptian society witnessed more
social mobility than in any single decade in this century.but t‘l
Simee the late 1960'3A,the class structure appears to have
been hardening again. quing the last 15 ycars, upward mobility
has increasingly become "confined® to children of the middle '
and upper strata. For younger members of the lower rungs,
the system does not offer as many opportunities to move up.

For them, such opportunities are to be found outside the
Egyptian system. It may be a sheer accident of social history
that as Egypt no longer held as bright promise for its dis-
posscssed children, other parts of the Arab World were opening
doorsof opportunity to thenm.
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and inequality can be found in Reinhard Bendix and Seymour Lipset (eds.),
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ive, New vorr: Tne Free Press, 1966 (2nd ed.). For an original state-
went on Functlionalisk, uee Kingsley Davis and Wilbert lloore, "Some
Principles of Stratificatlon", The American focicloszical Review 10:2:
242-249, Yor a classical critique of the Iunctionalist theory of strat-
ification, see lfelvin Tumin, “Some Principles of Stratification: A
Critical Analysis", The American Sociolarical Riview, 18 (1953),387-393.
For a statement on the Mu.rxist concepticn of class, see Yarl tarx,
Capital: A Criticue of Politlcal Feouncmy vol.I1I (unfinished chapter),

Moscow: Forelgn Language publishing ilouse, 1962, 7.862, Other arxists,
especially lenin, have claborated the concept of class. 'Se F. Lenin,

The Conalete works, loscww: Foroelga Language Tubliching House, vol.29,
p.410. !lost rocent Mfarxist accounts of Egypr's class structure would

couch it in terms of the "Asiatic mode of production”. See Nazih N.M.
al-Ayubi, jurcancratic Fvoluticn and vtolitical Develooment: Egvpt 1952-1970
unpub) ished D.Pall thesis, Csiord Uuiversicy, 1975; and E. J Hobsbawm,

Karl Marx: Pre-capitalist Formations, trans. Jack Cohen, London: Lavrence
and Wishart, 1Yu4.
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in Egypt” in Proceedings of the Third International Congress of Stat-
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For examples of mictorstructurnl stndies, see A.1. Abdul-Wahad, Taitheer
IAadet Tawzla al-Ard Ala al-3inad al-ljtindl Li-Jariva ltisriva (The

Impact of Land Redistribution on the Sccial Structure of an Egyptian
Village). Unpublished .A. thesis (Sociolozy), Aln Shans University,
Cairo, 1975; Abdul Baset Abdul Moucty, 11-S{iraa al-Tabaqi fi al-Oariva
al-Misriva (Class Conflict in the Egyptian Village), Cairo: Dar al-
Thaqafa al-Jadida, 1977.

For exarpler cf aggregite socio-econonic studies, 3ee Robert Mabro,

lhe Egyrtian Economv; 1€52-1972, Oxiord: Clarendon Press, 1974; Donald

C. Mead, Growth aug Strnctural Chaage in the gevptian Econonv, Urbana:
Illinois University Press, 1967; Sanir Radwan, The lppact of Agrarian
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Distribution and Social Chaner {1 Rural Egvpt (1952-1970), Canbridpe:
Caabridge University i'ress, 1975,

The ward (shiikha)is the smallest adninistrative unit in urban areas,
and corresponds to a census tract.

The ninc shiakha's samples werce: Rod El-Farag (51 cases); El-Sharbiyya

(86 cases); liadayek El-Xubba (60 cases); El-Zeitoun Fl-Gharbiyva (30
cases); ibn El-Rushid (18 cases): "Abdeen (10 cases): Fl-Gamaleyya (13
cases); Misr El-Gedida (27 cascs); and Asaad Fl-Sahel (24 cases)., A

total of 319 cases were drawn using a multiple stage probabillty sazp-
ling method. The sample size was set by the project coordinator (300
cases) and it was fractioned among the nine wards according to thelr
relative population (by the 1976 Egypt census). A door to-door counting cf
households in each ward was conducted to Jdetermine the nth fractzion of

the systematic samplings. For exauple, 1f the Abdeen shiakha turned out

to have a total of 500 houschulds, thea every 50th houschold was selected
for inclurion in the sample, as the relative share of that shiakha wvas set
at 10 cases (its population being 3.4% of the population total of the

nine shiakha's combined).

For a relevant discussion of this issuc, sce Thomas Fox and S. M. Hillcrl
“Oceupational Stracification and Msbility: Iatra-country VYariations", in
Studies in Cormarative Internuticnal Devslopuent, 1:1:3.10 (1965).
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Saragna. The Dikahliyya villawes ara: T1-Singa; Xafr Allam; Al-Shibulj
Mit Sweed; Sallaat, and Kafr Qansouh. The sampling method was the same as
that described in footnote 6 above.

For au analysis of these nounting problems, see Charles Issawi, lgypt
in Revolution: An Kconcnic Analvsis, London: Oxford tniversity Press, 1963
and Robert llabro, lne Pzvptian Econ my, op.cit.

There arc tens of scholarly accounts, See, for example: R. Hrair Dek=-
wejian, E2ypt Under ‘lasser, a Studv in Political Cvnamics, Albany: State
University of New York Press; Raymond Baker, Egvpt's Uncertain Revolut-
{on under :asser and Sadat, Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1978.

For an account of the changing elite structure, sce R.H. Deknejian,

Egypt under Nasser, op.cit., pp.167-224, and Robert Springborg,
"patterns of Association in the Egyptian Political Elite” in George
Lenczowski (ed.), Political Elites in the Yiddle East, Washington D.C.:
Anerican Entetrprise Institute for Public Policy esearch, 1975, pp.83-108.

Leonard Binder, In a Monment of Enthusiasm: Political Power and the
Second Stratun in Esspt, Cuicago: University of Chicago Press, 1978.

All e¢l-Crefely, Xhamsab iatirun Aaman, Dirasa Tahlilivya 141 Siyasat
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