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Arab Kafr El Elw.
 
I. eo-qrapla tl 

Arab Kafr El Eh1 
is an uncontrolled settlement situated
almost on the main road Xeadal.j to Tibin, at the North of Cair,
behind the original Kafr El Elw settlement.
 

Arab El 
Elw is bordered on its North by the Helwan portland cement factory,on its western side by El Sheik Mahfouz
Street and the coment railway which has been stopped and on itseastern side by the railway of the iron and steel factory.
 

The settlement originated at the begining of this century
when a group of Arab Bedouin settled near the Valley of El Ei'lcreating thus the actual settlement, Among the first settlerswere El Shekaifi, El Barrawi, Abou Barchi and Arab El Hiaoan 
families.
 

There are no popular voluntary associations but 
some
families are affiliated to some of these associations formea
in the public Housing area of Helwan like "the sons of payoumot
 
and "A rmantit. 

Naver theless there is an Iflamib; association whichoffers religioas services to muslem 
settlers like teaching
coroan 
to their children, hnlping families in case of death
and aiding 
settlers in the building of mosqae.
 

6 
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2. 	 Population.
 

The Population cf Arab Kafr El Elw can be roughly estimat

ed to be around 7000 inhabitants. Arab Kafr El Elw has a 

trapezium shape its biggest base being at the North and the 

smallest at the south. It is wedged between two :railroads
 

tracks exposing, thus, the settlers to a dangerous polluted
 

environment.
 

3. 	The physicsl aspect.
 

The physical aspect of Arab Kafr El Elw is one of a very
 

poor urban area where most buildings are one floored with some
 

few 	exception of tto.cetoris which represent the new houses (35') 

built 	in the two main big streets of thc settlcmont.11ouoeo are
 

mainly erected with mud and red bricks with a joint board roof
 

and 	 are aligned:arounid 'long irreguldYunpaved' streets varying from 

3 to 5 	meters large.
 

The main streets of the settlement are Shares El Arab, 

Sharea El Cheik Mahfouz and Sharei El Shekaifi, which link the 

settlement to the surrounding areathey are between 10 and 20 

meters large each.there are three types of orculatory space. 

1-	 The main road linking Arab Kafr El Elw to Ezbet Kafr El Tlvi
 

and to the Rfveti Nile corniche.
 

2-	 The main streets which link the settlement to the surrouziding 

areas 
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3- Small cul de sacs.
 

Only very few houses (14) have water and electricity.
 

The settlement contains 5 public water taps.
 

4. The urban contact. 

The settlement in located 8 miles from the city of Helvai 

and 4:8 miles from the Nile River. The inhabitants., are isolat

ed some how and must' cross the Ezba of Kafr El Elw through vii 

unpaved street to reach the main road going North to Tibin or 

South to down town Cairo.The settlement is under the direct 

Jur is Bboof the sub-administrative districk (kism ) of El 

TibinSettlers conductu most of their affairg and business in 

Helwan and in TibiL but they rely upon Ezbet Kafr El EIw in
 

services and in purchasing many of their every day needs.
 

There is a popular council, nominated by the settlers
 

themselves, headed by a cheik helped by wise old settlers who
 

resolve conflicts between settlers and try to find positive
 

solution to their problems.
 

5. Settlement economy.
 

The people in Arab Kifr El Elw are largely dependant on
 

the secondary sector for their livelihood: 85% of the labor
 

force are working in the induatzidll sector in the iron and 

steel factory,the cement Portland factory the silk factory 

and the mtrition factory. The second major activity is the 

agriculture sector whichabsorb.lOof the labor force, only 

I
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5% of the working population are engaged in trade through
 

many private shops like groceries (12) butchers eact. 

6.. Services available,
 

Arab Kafr El Elw is deprived from all services only very
 

few 
houses have water and electricity.ThQ. village is deprived
 

from a sewage system and lack educational? medical and recreative
 

facilities. There are five public water tap.T here is one
 

primary 
 school of two classes which has been erectebut
 

has not open yet.The nearest schools are in Ezbet Kafr El Elw
 

where there are two primary schools one of which includes the
 

preparatory phase.
 

There is no public health services.The nearest public
 

hospital is in Helwan.Neverthless'thereis a private 8linic" 
in
 

Ezbet Kafr El Elw. RegistratioA -of-birth and death as well as
 

vaccination are done in El Tibin.There are two pharmacies at
 

2 hkm from the settlement.There are neither a public telephone
 

nor a post office the nearest one are in Kafr El Elw.
 

There are 
five mosques erected by the sattlers: "El 

Shokefi"., "El Barrawi', "Abou Sheir" "El Rahiia" and "El 

Uabalaya" mosques.
 

Some mandaras (reception places) has been erected by
 

the voluntary participation of settlers to celebrate
 

and to receive condoleances 'incase of dea-ch. 
 Garbage is not
 

formally collected and families are obliged to threw it out

side the settlement or in the streets.Theoemetry which separetes
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the settlement from the Ezba of Kafr El Elw is shared by the
 

two settlements.
 

7. 	Urgent needs and demands. 

As we can see many basic senrices are lacking and the 

ettlement relies basically ori the Ezba of Kafr El Elw in services 

as well as in pothaising their every day needs. 

Settlers basic demands turn around the provision of water 

and electricity, education as well as medical services (health
 

nit and ambulance) a youth club,a public telephone and the 

pavement of the main road leading to Ezbet Kafr El Elw and the
 

River 	Nile corniche. 

Concerning the provision of a sewage system it seems that 

this is not an urgent need because of the ground nature of 

th3 settlement which is sandy and could absorb easily their 

excrementsathe usualy,.. luOBtL.eyery f 4ive years. 

Concerning the pollution of the environment settlers
 

suggest that planting trees around the dettlement,if water is
 

available,could reduce the pollution effects due to the cement
 

dust, 

The most popularlbaders in Arab Kafr El Elw are El "Cheik 

Kamal El Shakaifi" a guard in the silk company,his brother 

"Rashad El Shokaifi" an employee in the cement company and 

q
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"Mahmoud Abou Seoudi" a worker in the cement company; they 

all certify that settlers are ready to contribute and to par

ticipate in any upgrading programme aimiz* t -aeliorate the 

socio-economic conditions of the settlement. The government
 

has to t ourage the settlers and begin to er.ecite any project
 

and settlers will follow very actively and will contribute and
 

cooperate very efficacely.'
 



II Description of the sample.
 

I- Householders socio-economic characteristics.
 

2- Occupation background of householders. 

3- Children oharacteristics.
 

4- 1amilies characteristics.
 

It
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1- Householders socio-eoonomic characteristics.
 

Families or households chosen in Ezbet Arab Kafr El Elw 

(150) are headed by 94.71 householders male (142), and 5.3i
 

householders female (8).
 

The mean age of the householders is 43.5 year with a stand

ard deviation of 12.1 while the mean age of their wives is 34.7
 

years with a standard deviation of 15.2 while 26.6' (40) of house

holders are below thirty five years, 27.3/o (41) of them are over
 

fifty five. 

The majority of householders are married (88%), 10.6%,of 

which have two wives, 4% (6) are divorced or widowers,and only 6% 

(9) are single. The mean years of marriage is 18.9 years with a 

standard deviation of 9.177. Only 11.31 (17) of married house

holders are newly married couples. 

Illiteracy spreads between householders and their wives, 

90,0 (135) of householders and 99.3 (145) of their wives have not
 

even a primary certificate. Although, 36.7% (55) of householders
 

and 6.2% (9) of wives can read and write.
 

Householders who hold a public certificate reach no more
 

than 8.7% (13), 6 of them hold a primary certificate, 5 a secon

dary certificate.
 



- 11-


Only 1.3% (2) of householders hold a university degree 

or an equivalent certificate. 

If education is to be divided into three stages:
 

primary certificate or les, preparatory and secondary certifi

oate university degree or equivalent, we shall find that 93%
 

(141) of householders fall in the first and thatone, 3,4% (5) 

fall in the second one, and only 1,3% (2) fall in the third 

stage. 

In term of. education we have an homogenous group,
 

Householders are mainly from rural origin, 96.6% (113). 
 The
 

remainders are native born in Cairo or in urban cities.
 

The non-native hOuseholders originally settled in Arab
 

Kafr El Elw near the emerged city of Helwan, hoping to find work 

in the surrounding areas (34.2% (40)), or settled there becebuse 

they already worked in the area and wanted to move near their
 

work (47% (55)), or because of the housing crisis which induced
 

them to live in the periphery of the capital (7,7% (9)). 
or
 

because of other reasons like migration with the family (5.1%
 

(6)), 
or marriage and their desire to be independant (4.3(5)).E
 

For more details se table 1 and 2. x 
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2- Occupation background of householders: 

"Occupation" is considered by sociologists as an inpor

tant variable in the differentiation of rural farlily from othcr
 

typos of families in urban areas. Occupation in the secondary
 

sector influences the status of the family.In the social struc

ture it creates a sort of sub-culture in the society with
 

specific values and traditions.
 

Kafr El Elw is and urban settlement. Only 1.3% of its
 

inhabitants are engaged in agricultural occupation, while the 

remainders are engaged in the secondary and tertiary sectors.
 

The proportion of householders engaged in the industrial 

sector reaches 57.3/ (86), 53.5% (46) of them are skilled 

workers, while the remainders are unskilled workers. 4.1,', (6) 

of householders are employees in the government, 5.35 (8) are 

in the service, and only 0.7% (1) are in business or trade, 

5.3,; (8), are artisans, 5.3% (8) are self-employed in private 

shops, 6.7% (10) are daily labourers without permanent job, 2/; 

(3) work in the army, and 6% (9) areketi3 ed. 

6,; of householders were unemployed at the time of the 

study.It was noticed that 55V# of tenants versus 451 of owners 

arc skilled workern and that settlers engaged in thc primary 

sector (Agriculture) are all owners. 

http:study.It
http:family.In
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The data indicates a very broad working-olsss composition
 

ranging from skilled workers to the non-working (retired) and
 

Their working
temporary working members of the working class. 


years average 14.9 year with a standard deviation of 8.951
 

Householdeis female are mainly out of the labor force (144),
 

only two of householders wives are working, one as skilled
 

labourer and the other as daily worker.
 

73.9% (90) of householders work actually in nearby fac

tories.and companies at less than 10 miles from the sottlement
 

8.2% (10) work for the government either in Cairo or in Helwan.
 

The remainders work in Helwan or in the settlement in private
 

shops or as labourers in shops or in workshops, while 66.7 (64)
 

of working householders go to work on foot, 15.65 (15) depend
 

in going to work upon factory and company bus. 8.3 (8) rely
 

upon public transportation. The remainders (9) rely on bicyc

les and taxis.E
 

3- Children characteristics:
 

The children characteristics of our sample reveal the
 

very young population or Ezbet Kafr El Elw as many of our rural
 

villages or even urban towns and cities. The percentage of
 

children below the school age (6 years) reaches 33.8% (175) of
 

the children in families interviewed. 29.3% (152) of children
 

u For more details see table 3.
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are aged between 6 and 12 yems, 24.4% (127) between 12 and 18 

years, and 12.50 have more than 18 years old aver iging a mean 

age of 9.8 year. 

If we compare the education of children to their father
 

education, we shall find that parents attach more importance
 

to day to the education of their children boys as well as girls.
 

If 35.3% (113) of children in the age of schooling are
 

illiterate (56 boys for 57 girls), the remainders have obtained
 

an education certificate or are still in school (64.7,J). 56.2,;
 

(180) of children hold a primary certificate or less (134 boys
 

for 46 girls). 6% of boys hold a preparatory or secondary
 

certificate and 2.5% (8) hold a university degree or an equival

ent certificate.
 

As we see, 8 boys only have obtained a university degree
 

and a substantial percentage of children (31.4%) are still
 

attending schoole and faculties.
 

Only 22.6% (74) of boys were working at the time of the
 

study. They are mainly engaged in industrial work as skilled
 

labourers (22), unskilled labourers (11), in private shops as
 

self employed (8), in the government as employee (3), in the
 

army (6), and as daily workers (17). Sons go to their work
 

mainly on foot (27.1%). The remainders depend in going to
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school on factory bus (45.8%), or rely upon public transporta

tion.
 

4- Families characteristics:
 

a. Despite the fact that the original settlers of Arab
 
Kafr El Elw were from rural areas, they were from the very 

beginning engaged in industrial work.
 

Their occupation in the secondary sector has affected the 
social structure of their families: only 12% (18) of the fami

lies interviewed can be classified as extended; they are con
stituted by husband and/or wife, their married and unmarried
 

children, or by a widow or divorced (man 
or woman) with their
 

married and unmarried children and relatives.
 

The predominant type of family is the nuclear one (88%), 

who acts as a socio-economic independant unit, and is consti

tuted by one generation: householder and spouse, single house

holder with friends; or by two generations: householder and 

spouse with unmarried children and relatives. 

b. Despite the fact that the nuclear family is predomi
nant, the number of persons per family is high: 18.7% (28) of 

families count more than 9 persons each, 68.6% (103) count 

between 6 and 9 persons each, and only 12.7% (19) of families 

a For more details see table 4.
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ount 10ss than 3 persons each; averaging 5.9 Persons per
family with a standard deviation of 2.408. 

c. The mean monthly income of householders was found
 
to be in the order of 32.3 with a standard deviation of 12.329.
 
When we add to householders income, the income of the other
 
members of the family (wife, sons, eta...) the mean total

family ino me warn found to bs in the order of 46 LBE/month wit'.
 
a standard deviation of 23.521. 
While only 9.49 (14) of fami
lies have a total monthly family income of more than 70 LB,

46.6% (70) have 
 a total family income between 30 and 70 and
the remainders 44% (66) have a 
total family income between 10
 
and 30 LB/month, 

The per capita monthly inosme wan found to be in the

order of 7.466 with a standard deviation of 3.383. 

do 
 The ownership of certain consumers durable (as a
television eeb, a washing machine, or a refrigerator) can be

also a 
good indicator of the economio standards of the families. 

Almost all families have a transistor radio, 2193% (32)
have a television met ihich had been sold on a credit basis 
And unually families iivite their neighboore to follow oar
tmn p o ammeae Some of householders wives (18) have adopted
the new ways of cooking by purohasing a range butagee. And 
one family hdc a washin -maohine. 
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Some few families (6) own a radio, a television set and
 
a recorder at the same time.*
 

e. 
The examination of households expenditure on variab
les related to housing could give valuable informations about
 
the current pattern of settlers expenditure:
 

I-
 The average monthly rent paid by families is 2.7 LE
 
with a standard deviation of 1.904. 
 Only 6.6% of renters pay
 
more than 30% of their income as rent; 
53.4% pay between 10
 
and 20%, and 40% pay less than 10% of their income as rent.
 

There is a reverse relationship between the total family
 
income andthepQ.raentage of income spent on rent. The more 
the total family income, the less the percentage of income
 
spent on rent as it is shown 
in the following table.
 

Relationship between the total family income
(A) and the percentage of family income spent on rent (B) 
D 

A(L.E) -10% 10%- 20%- +30% N/A Total-30 
 7 7 3 
 2 47 66
30-
 5 
 4 2 
 59 70
+70 

14 14
 

Total 
 12 
 11 5 2 
 120 150
 

r= -0.243 significant beyond 0.05.
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I- The average monthly expenditure paid by families on
 

electricity is 158.7 paiastres with a standard deviation of
 

65.534. Only 2.4% of the householders pay more than 9% of
 

their income on electrici$y;29% of the householders pay from
 

5 to 9% and 68.6% pay less than 5% of their income on elect

ricity.
 

There is a reverse relationship between the total family
 

income and the percentage of income spent on electricity.
 

The more the total family income, the less the perc ntage of
 

income spent on electricity as it is shown in the following
 

table.
 

Relationship between the total family income
 
(A) and the percentage of family income
 

spent on electricity (B).
 

A(LE) 

-30 

30-

B 
-3% 

2 

5 

3%-

8 

30 

5%-

10 

9 

7%-

1 

4 

+9% 

1 

1 

N/A 

44 

21 

Total 

66 

70 

+70 4 8 2 14 

Total 11 46 19 5 2 67 100 

r - -0.163 significant beyond 0.05. 
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On the other hand the data showed that there is a signi

ficant relationship between the number of persons per family
 

2and the monthly expenditure paid on electricity: ( x- = 9.17
 

significant beyond 0.05), as it is shown in the following
 

table.
 

Relationship between the number of persons
 

per family (A) and the monthly expen

diture of family on electriciti 

(B). 

B 
A -50 50- 100- 150- 200- +250 N/A Total 

-3 1 2 4 1 1 10 19 

3- 6 9 1 3 34 53 

6- 2 15 9 4 3 17 50 

+9 4 3 2 7 6 6 28 

Total 1 14 31 12 15 10 67 150
 

3- The average monthly expenditure paid by families on
 

water is 140.2 piastres with a standard deviation of 71.410,
 

13.1% of the householders pay more than 5% of their income on
 

water 47.8W pay between 3 and 5% and 39.1% pay less than 3%
 

of their income on water.
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Tho~er..isa significant relationship between the total family 
income and the Veroentage of income spent on water. (r = 0.322 
significant beyond 0.05) as it is shown in the following table.
 

Relationship between the number of persons 

per family (A), and the monthly exend

iture on water (B). 

'13 
A -3 3- +5 N/A Total 

-30 1 4 1 60 66 
30- 5 5 2 58 70 
+70 3 2 9 14 

Total 9 11 3 127 150 

4- The average monthly expenditure paid by families for 
flunhing is 101.3 piasters with a standard deviation of 75.881
 

Only 13,20 of the householders pay more than 5% of their 

incomor e on flu*tAng, 34,2:4 pay between 3 and 5% and 52.6% pay 

los than 3 of their inoome on flushing,
 

5- The avorago ronthly expenditure paid by families on 
transportation is 2,6 L3 with a standard deviation of 1.878.
 

1 Only 41 of the hougeholdern pay more than 30% of their 

income on transportation, 
26.7 pay between 10 and 30% and
 
69.3 pay loe 
than 10% of their inoome on transportation. 
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The average monthly expenditure paid by families on food is
 

30.5 LE with a standard deviation of 15.9. There is a
 

significant relationship between the number of persons per 

family and the monthly expenditure of families on food; 

(. 22 . 30.47 significant beyond 0.05). 

Relationship between the number of person/ 

family (A) and the monthly family 

expenditure on food (B). 

B 
A -10 10- 30- +50 Total 

-3 2 12 5 19 

3- .4 35 13 1 53 

6- 2 21 20 7 50 

+9 10 6 12 28 

Total 8 78 44 20 150
 

While only 3.3% of families pay less than 30% of thmir
 

income on food, 50.7% pay more than 80% of their income on
 

food. 32% pay between 60 and 80% and 14% pay between 40 and
 

60%. There, is a reverse relationship between the total family 

income and the percentage of income spent on food. The more
 

the total family income, the less the percentage of income
 

spent rn food as it is shown in the following table.
 

22?5
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Rele onship between the total family income 

(A) and the percentage of family income
 

spent on food (B). 

B 
A 30- 40- 50- 60- 70- +80 Total 

-30 2 8 9 47 66 
30- 3 6 8 14 12 27 70 
+70 2 4 1 3 2 2 14 

Total 5 10 11 25 23 76 150 

r a -0,5248 significant beyond 0.05. 

The fol!iuing patterns of households average expenditures 

emerged from the above -analysis: 

14 % of income on rent. 

4.5% of income on electricity. 

3.3%of income on water. 

2.9% of income on flushing 

9.6% of income on transportation.
 

73.6% of income on food.
 

By local standard., "AraV Elw" families interviewed 
are not particularly poor. Families have more or less a steady 
income. They are poor but they represent the average wage -
earning sector. The utilization of modern domestic means, by
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some families, like butagaz, refrigerators, washing-machines, 
etc... 
 The Purchase of television sets, recorders by others,

and the rate of physical improvement in the houses, indicate

that they have maintened an appreciable rate of upward mobi
lity. 
 58% of owners have done housing improvements such as
 
add rooms or stores, repair ceiling or floor, and install a
 
cesspool.
'
 

k 
For more details see table 5. 
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Table 1 

Householders Sooio-ftonoxio 

Sex 


Aale 


feLale 


2 Age
 

<25 years 


25-


35-


45-


+55 years 


Marital status
 

never maried 


Married (one wife) 


Married (two wives) 


Divoroed/widower 


N./K. 

4 Number of years being married 

< 5 years 
5-

15-


+25 


N./A, 

ohweaoterietios, 

N. % 

142 94.7 

8 5.3 

11 7.3 

29 19.3 

34 22.7 

35 23.4 

41 27.3 

9 6 

118 78.7 

14 9.3 

6 4 

3 2 

17 13. 

38 25.4 

39 26 

41 17.3 

15 10 
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5 Education N. 5" 

Ill it erate 00 53.3 

Read and write 55 36.7 

Primary certificate 6 4 

Preparatory certificate 

Secondary certificate 5 3.4 

University degree/equiualent 2 1.3 

N./K. 2 1.3 

6 Origin 

City residents 4 3.4 

village residents 113 96.6 

N./A. (born in cairo). 33 

7 Reasons for moving to the settlement. 

Near work 55 47 

Migration to find work 40 34.2 

Housing crisis 9 7.7 

Migration with the family 6 5.1 
Marriage and independence 5 4.3 

Others 2 1.7 

N./A. (birth place). 33 
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Table 2 

Occupation background of householders , 

Previous job (if any) N. % 

None 135 

Agricultural labourer 3 20 

Unshilled labourer 3 20 

Skilled labourer -3 20 

Artisan 1 6.7 

Salfemriployed 2 13'. 3 

Employee 

Tradesman 1 6.7 

Service labourer 2 13.3 

Military 

2 ecaoons for living previous job 

Present job best 10 66.7 
Illneos or rot.irement 2 13.3 

Other, 3 20 

N./A. 135 

3 Presjent occupation 

Skilled labourer 46 30.6 
Unskilled labourer 40 26.7 

Agriculture labourer 2 1.3 

Service labourer 8 5.3 

Employee 6 4.1 
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Artisan 

N. 

0 5.3 

Self employed 

Tradesmnan 

:.A litar , 

0 

1 

3 

5.3, 

-0.7 
2 

Daily w6bk 10. 6.7 

Retired 

unemployed 

9 

9 

6 

6 

4 ...' ace of present viork 

Vac t ory 

Private workshop 

Workshop labourer 

.26 

4 

4 

21.4 

3.2 

Private shop 

Shop labouror 

Government 

Arny or police 

Company 

Agriculture land 

il/A (retired and daily worker) 

0 

1 

10 

3 

64 

2 

28 

6.6 

0.11 

0, 

2.5 

52.5 

1.6 

5 ilumber of working years 

5 years 

5 -

10-

15 

21 

31 

22 

24 

15.13 

23,5 

16.7 

18,2 
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N.
 

+20 34 25.8 

N/A 18 

6 Distance home/work 

<5 km 75 78.1 

5 - 14 14.6 

10- 4 4.2 

15- 1 1
 

+20 km 2 2.1
 

N/A (working in the settlement) 54
 

( Retired + unempioyed). 

7 Means of transportation to work. 

On foot 64 66.7 

Factory/company bus 15 15.6 

Public transportation 6 6.3 

Bicycle 5 5.2 

Train 1 1 

Taxi 1 1 

Two means 4 4.2 

More than two means 

N./A. 54 

8 Time spent to go to work 

,aou' 55 57.3 

'?- 30 31.3 
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1-. 

+ I/2 

N. /A. 

N. 

10 

1 

54 

% 

10.4 

1 

9 Monthly income 

.20 L.E. 

20 

40 -

+ 60 L.E. 

36 

75 

27 

13 

24 

50 

1a 

8 
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Table 3 

Wives characteristics. 

1 Age 

<20 years 10 6.8 

20 - 48 32.8 

30  45 30.9 

40 - 29 19.9 

+ 50 14 9.6 

2 Education 

Illiterate 136 93.1 

Read and write 9 6.2 

Primary oertificate 1 0.7 

Preparatory certificate 

8econdary certificate 

N./A. 

3. Ocoupato*-.. 

House wito 144 98.6 

Skilled labourer 1 0.7 

Daily worker 1 0.7 
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Table 4 

hlfen oharateristios. 

No.
 

I Sex 

Male 319 61,3 

Female 201 38,7 

Total 520 
Male Pemale Total % 

2 Agse
 

6 years 90 85 175 33.8 

6 - 92 60 152 29.3 

12 - 78 49 127 24.4 

+18 59 7 66 12.5 

3 Eduoation 

Illiterate 56 57 113 35.3 

Read and write 110 34 144 45 

Primary certi'iate 24 12 .36 11.2 

,repan'ory certifioate 14 .14 4.4 

secondary oertfioate 5 5 1.6 

Univerflity oe'rtifioate/equLva- 6 8 2.5 
lent 

NIA (younses, than school af6) 

4 Occupation 

Unemployed No, 

Itulent 140 31.4
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N.
 

Dont work 
 106 23.8
 

Under the work age 
 194 43.5
 

Girls at home 
 6 1.3
 

,%ployed Total 446
 
Gov eminent omployee 3 4 

Skilled labourer 
 22 29.7
 

Military 
 6 8.1
 

Self employed 8 10.9
 

Unskilled labourer 
 11 14.9
 

Daily worker 17 23
 

Agrioulturer labourer 
 / 5.'.
 

Artisan 
 3 '
 

Total 74
 

Total 
 520
 

6 Distanoe home/work
 

-5 km 13 27.1 
5  16 33.3
 

10-
 12 25
 

15. 
 3 6.3 
+20 km 4 8.3
 

N/A work in tho uettlomont 26
 

7 Means of transportation to work
 

On foot 
 13 27.1
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N.
 

Factory bus 

Public transportation 

Bicycle 

Train 

23 

13 

- 45.A 

27.1 

Taxi 

N./A. 26 

8 Monthly income 

- 10 L E. 

10-

+20 

N. 1K. 

N.IA. 

23 

32 

17 

2 

446 

31.2 

43.2 

23 

2 '1 
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Table5 

--

Failies characteristics 

1 Type of family 

nuclear 

extended 

132 

18 

88 

12 

2 Constitution of families 

householders spouse, children 

Householder spousc, children, relatives 

Householder, spouse 

Widower nouc;eiijldei' Children 

Sin.;ic hou:!eiQ 1,&, r 1-Jiundo/relatives 

Houjeholdcr :;pou -,,o r.ried and 

unmarried chi ].drorn 

Idido-wer ho'--:i!r : rried -

and unrvirriei ch!i.!dc'en relatives 

?';o fu'ilior; 

92 

19 

7 

5 

9 

17 

1 

61 3 

12 7 

4 7 

3 3 

6 

11 3 

07 

3 hunbor of chill'vi/ciat. 

ilone 

3 children 

3 -

6 -

+9 

ehold 

18 

32 

55 

39 

6 

24 2 

41.7 

29 5 

46 
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4 Number of persons 

< 3 persons 

/ family N. 

19 

% 

12.7 

3 -

6 -

+ 9 

53 

50 

28 

35.3 

33.3 

18.7 

5 Total family income 

10 - L.E. 

30 -

50 -

70 -

+ 90 

66 

50 

20 

9 

5 

44 

33.3 

13.3 

6.1 

3.3 

6 Per capita monthly income 

, 5 L.E. 

5-
15-

+ 25 

44 

96 

9 

1 

29.3 

64 

6 

0.7 

7 Ownership oonsumer durables 

Radio 

Television 

Radio, television 

Radio, television, recorder 

Butqau 

72 

5 

21 

6 

17 

48 

3.3 

14 

4 

11.3 
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N.% 

Butaga, . 

Washing maohine 

Bioyole 

None 

1 

12 

16 

'0.7 

.8 

10.7 

9 Monthly expensie of families 

variants relenant to housing. 

a. Rent 

on some 

1L. 

1 

3 -

5-

+7 

. 3 

is 

5 

2 

2 

10 

59.9 

16.7 

6.7 

6.7 

b. 

N./A. 

P.-eotricitt 

120 

11 L.B. 

1-

+ 2 

N./A. 

15 

43 

25 

67 

18.1 

51.8 

30.1 

Ki L.34. 
1-

+ 2 

N./A. 

8 
8 

7 

127 

34.8 
34.8 

30.4 
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d. Flushing N.% 

K 1 L.E. 22 57.9 

1- 11 28.9 

+ 2 5 13.2 

N./A. 112 

e. Transportation 

31L.E. 22 21.8 

1- 50 49.5 

3- 16 15.8 

+ 5 13 12.9 

N. /A. 49 

f. Food 

10 L.E. 8 5.3 

10 - 78 52.1 

30 - 44 29.3 

50 - 18 12 

+ 70 2 1.3 
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III Housings
 

1- Housing conditions of the buildings or
 

houses.
 

2- The dwelling unit or apartment.
 

3- Dwelling facilities.
 

4- Satisfaction from housing conditions.
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III H[ousin'
 

Housing is the planner's term for the dwellings that
 

shelter families and individuals from the forces of both nature
 

and other people. As a material element of culture, housing
 

may be studied in architectural, engineering, and economiic tot1,w.
 

The urban sociologist concentrates mainly upon the non-material
 

elements; habits, values, satisfaction,. social relationhiiri
 

attached to housing, as much as the effects of the material
 

elements on the behaviour and attitudes of the individual
 

sheltered in the dwellings.
 

From the family's perspective however, housing is not
 

only "shelter" or "household facilities, but comprises a number
 

of facilities, services and utilities which link the individual
 

and his family to the local community, and the coimmunity to the
 

region in which it grows and progresses.
 

Housing is unique amonl consumer goods in the degree to
 

which its quality can fulfill or diminish the well-being of
 

individuals and families.
 

Housing is very costly to-day. A built-house is the
 

most expensive single item most individtials ever buy; and ex

cept for food, exponditures for a rented shelter to-day take
 

the largest part of the budget of most families. Neverthless,
 

one's house is in itself a function of income, occupation, and
 

educational attainment.
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In this section, we shall examine the housing conditions
 
of the households visited in "Arab Kafr El Elw" which are the
 
material elements of the dwellings, as mush as the social
 
habits, social values, and social relationships relevant to
 
housing, which are the non-material elements of the dwellings.
 

1- Housing conditions of the building (houses):
 

To-day, most of the site is built up and accomadated
 
approximatively 11000 inhabitants on an area of one square
 

kilometer.
 

This high concentration is achieved using, mainly single
 
storey dwellings (90%), 
or two stories buildings (8.7%), organ
ised in such a 
way that no opea spaces have been retained
 
adjoining the housing areas. 
Only 1.3% of the houses studied
 
are three floored. The saturation of available land by building,
 
ensures that there is
no extension of the building, and most
 
building operations are limited to improvements or alterations.
 

A big majority, 80% (120), of houses are owner-occupied,
 
while 20% (30) are renter occupied. 88.9% of owners hold the
 
plot on a forms! nlkr lease. 
While scme householders claim to
 
have paid for hikr title, the others claim to have purchased
 

their plots from other residents without registration.
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It was found that there is a significant relationship 

between the total family income and tenure status (X-2 =5.072) 

sa-it is shown in the following tables 

Relationship between the total family
 

income (A) and the tenure status(B) 
3 

Owner Tenant Total 
A 
-30 47 19 66 

30- 59 11 70 

+70 14 14 

Total 120 30 150 

Owners are squatters in the sense that they erected dwe. 

ing. on land not owned by them. 

The plot aim. of the houses studied ranges between 40 iiid 

70 square meters averawing 55 square meters. 

Bu ildings or houne are divided into independent apart

mente or rooms, The former is predominant: 56.6% (85) of houses 

are divided into independent rooms, mainly occupied by sons or 

slose relatives, only 4,3%(4) of which are rented. Households 

are sheltered together but are aoting as independent economic 

units, 



- 42 -

The data shows that there is no relationship between the
 

number of families fn the building and the inclination of owners
 

to divide the building into a private independanct rooms.
 

(.A.2 = 5.56 not significant). 

Relationship between the number of families/
 

building (A) and the internal subdivision
 

of the building (B). 

B 

A 
RoomIJ Apartment Room+apartment Total 

1 54 57 1 112 

2 14 1 3 18 

3 8 4 1 13 

4 3 2 5 

5 1 1 

6 1 1 

Total 80 65 5 150 

46.6% (70) of houses are divided into apartment or dwell

ings. Only 1.4% (1) of which are rented to new comurs; 82.3"
 

(51) of these houses are divided into apartment exclusively 

occupied by the families which owned them; while 17.7'. (11) 

are shared between members of the oRfning family and tenants. 

The average number of apartments in houses is 1.838 apartm:ents
 

with a standard deviation Qf 0.932.
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The monthly rent of the housing unit in general, either
 

if it is a room or an apartment, ranges between 2 and 4 LE
 

depending on the facilities available in each and if it is
 

shared or private.
 

Some few owners (4) rent shops in the ground floor of
 

their houses at an average monthly rent of 6 LE.
 

While 74.7% (112) of houses are occupied by only one house

hold 20.7% (31) are occupied by between 2 and 4 households, and 

4.6% (7)by more than 4 households . The average number of 

households in the houses visited reaches 5.9 households vith 

standard deviation of 2.408.
 

- Building materialst
 

Three kinds of building materials prevailed: mud brick
 

(38.7%) red brick (32.7%), and stone (5.3%). The remainder
 

houses (23.7%) represent a combination of these building
 

materials,
 

Materials used for the roofs range from palm trunks and
 

reed (11.3%), to concrete (6.7%). The majority (72%) used a
 

combination of joint and pertinand board, joint board and reed,
 

joint board and asbestos,
 

Floors are mainly in cement (61.3%) in Earth (26%), or
 

in tiles (10.7%).
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Only 11.8% (14) of houses had been bought by the present
 

tenants, while 22.6% (27) had been inherited.
 

65.6% (79) of householders visited have built their hou cro
 

Only 7.7% (6) of them have built it in one stage, while the
 

remainders 92.3% (73) have built their houses in two or three
 

stages over a maximum period of 25 years. Each stage had addos,
 

rooms to the house either orizontally or vertically.
 

The different building operations was carried out by a
 

local bricklayer (89.9%), or by the members of the familb iLtoJif
 

(8.8%). Only one family have delegated a contractor to carr u
 

all the building and construction procedures.
 

It was found that there is no significant relationship
 

between the total family income and the decision of familieo
 

delegate to a bricklayer, or to a contractor, the responsabilit,
 

of the building procedure as it is shown in the following. Lab 


Relationship between the total family incomo (A),
 
and the respondible of the building procedure (B).
 

B 
A Contractor Bricklayer Family members ff/A Total 

-30 22 5 39 66 

30- 1 41 1 27 70 

+70 8 1 5 15 

Total 
 1 71 7 71 150
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51.3%(41) of families financed the different stages of
 

the building works from the family's own savings. 26.9% (21)
 

financed partly the building works, and borrowed the remain
 

mosey needed mainly from relatives and friends (59.5%), or by
 

entering into a gameya (18.9%). 21.8% (17) of householders
 

with no savings at all have borrowed all the money needed for
 

the building procedure. Only 6 of owners who have built their
 

houses relied upon a credit from their work or a credit from
 

the bank (2).
 

2- The dwelling unit:
 

The dwelling is defined as the independent room, or apart

ment, or house rented or owned by a socio-economic independant
 

unit. Householders occupying the dwelling visited in the study,
 

are not from the first generation which immigrated to the sotte

mont. 
27.3% (41) of them have boon in their present dwellings
 

for less than 5 years. While 34.7% (52) have lived in their
 

present dwellings for 15 years and more. The average years and
 
12.43
 more. The average years spent in the present dwellings is/years
 

with a standard deviation of 9.034,
 

We shall rely in the evaluation of the dwellinmn on two
 

main varinbleoi tho crowding rate and the availability of
 

faoilitiea,
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- Crowding rate:
 

Most research attention has been paid to the kequacy of
 

internal space or its inadequacy which is crowding.
 

Crowding is the key housing factor affecting low income
 

families, and in period of acute housing crisis, all families.
 

Space is as Rosowm stated the dominant reason that famil

ies, when they can affored it,change one dwelling for another.
 

The effects of crowding have been more investigated than
 

other housing shortages, because crowding is more easily nieos

ured.
 

However overcrowding of building must be distinguished
 

from overcrowding of dwellings. If the first deprives the In

habitants of adecuite supplies of sir, sunlight and exposes
 

them to many infections diseases, the formerdeprives the dwell

ers from privacy, healthy sleeping arrangements, makes the
 

development of a steady study habits for children extremely
 

difficult, and influences family relationships that tend to
 

spread out in the settlement rather than in the family unit.
 

Crowding hau been measured in avariety of way:
 

- Room orowdirg (person/room),
 

- Room crowding (peraon/aloeping room).
 

m Rosow, Ir.ingi "The Sooial effects of the physical environ
ment" Journal of the American Institute of planners-Vol
XXXII N 0 2 May 1961 - P. 128.
 



- 47 

- Area crowding (sleeping area per person).
 

- Area crowding (room sleeping area per person).
 

The most easier standard to use counts the number of
 

people per room in a dwelling unit: 1.5 or 2 persons per room
 

is generally considered as adequate.
 

When we look to the crowding rate in the households visit

ed, we shall find that the average number of rooms per house

hold is 3.613 rooms with a standard deviation of 1.324 while
 

11.3% (17) of dwellings count one room, 60.7' (91) count three
 

rooms and more. It was noticed that some dwellings (31 Owners)
 

count more than 5 rooms each.
 

The following patterns of internal densities emerged:
 

Number of rooms Person/room Average number of person
 
(crowding rate) per household
 

1 3.0 3.
 

2 4.9 2.5
 

3 5.7 1.9
 

4 5.2 1.3
 

5 .1 1.2
 

6 6.3 1.
 

+7 3.5 0.5
 

Several conclusion could be done from the previous
 

table:
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1-	 The more rooms there are in the dwelling, the higher the
 

number of persons inhabiting the dwelling.
 

2-	 The more numerous the rooms, the lower the rate of crowding.
 

,he data shows that there isa reverse weak relationship 

between the total family income (A) and the number of per

son/room(crowding rate) the more the total family income 

the less the number of person/room (r = -0.002) as it is 

shown in the following table: 

Relationship between the total family income (A)
 

and the number of person/room in the
 

family dwelling (B).
 

B
 

A -1 1- 3- +5 Total 

-30 (L.E) 11 38 14 3 66 

30- 6 47 8 9 70 

+70 14 14 

Total 17 99 22 12 150 

If we considere that overcrowding exists when there is
 

more than two persons/room, then 46.7% (70) of dwellings are
 

overcrowded; 48.5% (34) of which count more than 5 persons/
 

room.
 

The 	average crowding rate in the dwellings visited is
 

2.192 persons/room, with a standard deviation of 1.188.
 

G
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The data shown that there is a significant relationship betwoori 

the total income of families and the number of rooms owned or 

rented by households as indicated in the following tables 

Relation between the total family income (A)
 

and the number of rooms in the dwelling unit
 

B 

A 1 2 +3 Total 

-30 12 25 29 66 

30- 5 17 48 70 

+70 14 14 

Total 17 42 91 150 

( •2 21.57 significant beyond 0.05). 

Since the internal density of dwellings had shown that the morc 

numerous the rooms, the lower the crowding rate; and tho fi,uro.i 

above had shown that the more the family income the more numorou 

the rooms households can built or rent, we can reach a coucluoion 

that the highest the family income, the lower the crowding rate.
 

(hi the other hand the data shows that there is a signi

ficant relationship between the tenure status and the number of
 

rooms per dwelling ( z.. 2 , 64.667 significant beyond 0.05 and 

0.01).ae indicated in the following tables 

http:0.01).ae
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Relationship between the tenure stitus
 

(A) and the number of rooms in the
 

dwelling unit (B).
 

B 
A One 2 3 4 +5 Total 

Owner 3 31 25 30 31 120 
Tenant 14 11 4 1 30 
Total 17 42 29 31 31 150 

3- Dwelling facilities,
 

The lack of public utilities hap -,eady been mentioned
 
before. The settlement is deprived from major public utilities
 

such as running water, sewage system and waste disposal.
 

A big majority of dwellings visited (91.3%) relies upon
 
public tap., while the wealthier residents had find their ways
 
to connect water to their houses. 
The average distance between
 
households visited and public taps (5 taps in the settlement)
 
was found to be 406.204 meters, with a standard deviation of
 

168.662.
 

63.3% (95) of dwellings have eleotriolty. Dwelling facili
ties as private toilet, bath, shower, or running water, are
 
considered am 
an index for fair housing conditions their lack
 

could be conmidered, among other deprivations, as an indicator
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of bad housing conditions. Facilities within the dwellings
 

visited vary from having a private bathroom which is rare
 

(10.7%), through having a kitchen (14%), and having a private
 

water-closet (80%) or a shared one (13.3%). The dwellings
 

provided by all these facilities reach 12% of the dwellings
 

visited.
 

When we look to the distribution of amenities between
 

owners and tenants the following figures emerged.
 

Owner Tenant Total 

Yes 18 3 21 

Kitchen No 102 26 128 

Shared I I 

Yes 14 2 16 

Dnthroom No 105 28 133 

Shared 1 1 

Yes 106 14 120 

Water closet No 8 2 10 

Shared 6 14 20 

Connected 9 4 13
 

Water Public tap. ill 26 137
 

Yes 79 16 

Electricity
 

No 412 14 55 
Total 120 30 150 

95 
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We think that owners are more fortunate than tenants in
 

term of amenities which is normal and logic. The data shows
 

that there is a significant relationship between the availabi

lity of oert&in amenities, like water closet, and the tenure
 

status.3 Owners:erected their houses with their own means and
 

shared them with their children, when rooms exceed their family
 

needs they rent it as a mean of investment. So it is only
 

normal that utilities in the houses remain for their own private
 

use.
 

85.7% of settlers who have a kitchen are owners
 

t. 	87.5%.of settlorhwho have. a private-bafhroomae owners. 

88,3% of settlers who have a water closet are owners. 

69.2% of settlers who connected their house with running 

water are owners,
 

83.2% of settlers who introduced electricity are owners.
 

It was noticed that the water closet is the only amenity
 

which owners provide in the rooms rented either as a private
 

or shared aocomodationu,
 

When we look to the dintribution of amenities between
 

the different income groups the following figures emerged.
 

x Watdr oldn. (xr 2 a 36*458 significant beyond 0.05 and 0.01). 

http:87.5%.of
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30 L.E. 30- +70 Total 

yea 3 11 7 21 

Kitchen No 62 59 7 128 

Shared 1 

Yes 1 11 4 16 

Bathroom No 65 58 10 133 

Shared 1 1 

Yen 48 59 13 120 
Water No 5 5 10 
closet 

Shared 13 6 1 

Connected 2 7 4 13 

Water Public ':64 63 10 137 
tap. 

Yes 30 53 12 95 
Eleotr$oito 36 17 2 55 

Total 66 
 70 14 150
 

4- SatjmfaotIon ftom houiML condition.l
 

a. If we define general natisfac-sion from housing condi
tions as being the absence of complaints, and dissatisfaction
 

am complainti from defeats related to housing, we shall notice
 

that 08% (132) of householders in our sample are satisfied
 

while only 11% (18) are not, in spite the fact that the standard
 



- 54 

of housing in "Kafr El Elw is low. Most houses have neitheir
 

piped water nor a sewage system. The only bathroom or lavatory
 

may be a rough shelter in a corner of the courtyard, water has
 

to be collected from water taps.
 

It was found that there is a significant relationship
 

between the availablity or certain amenities like (Kitchen,
 

Bathroom, water and eleotxroity) and the total family income.w
 

The study team thought that satisfaction or dissatisfac

tion from housing conditions may be related to some variables
 

relevant to housing, as the total family income, the crowding
 

rate the tenancy status or the education of householders,
 

etc.., but the data shows that there is no significant relation
 

betwoon the attitude of householders towards hotising condition,
 

ant. certain households oharaoteristics like income or crowding
 

whilo it was found a significant relationship between the
 

tenancy statue and the education of householders as it could
 

be noon in tho following tableui
 

a Kitchen 2 w 18,5098 significant beyond 0.05 and 0.01). 

Bath-room 2 10.7600 " " " " " ). 
Water 1 2 a 12.8079 It" " v . ). 

Eleotrioaty ( 2 a 17.1048 t" " " 
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Relation between the total family income (A)
 

and the satisfaotion of householders
 

from present housing conditions
 

B 

A Satisfied 

30 L.B. 59 

30  61 

+ 70 12 

Total 132 
2 1.34 -not 

(B).
 

Dissatisfied 


7 


9 


2 


18 

signifioant)..
 

Relation between the orowding rate (A)and
 

the satiltaction of householders from
 
present housing condition (B).
 

B
 
A Satisfied Dissatisfied 


-Oe 16 	 1 


1- 55'" 8 


3 - 32 4 


5 - 19 3 


+ 7 10 	 2 


Total 	 132 ls 

3C 0.24 not signifioant). 

Total
 

66
 

70
 

14
 

150
 

Total
 

17
 

63
 

36
 

22
 

12
 

150
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Relation between the education of householder
 
(A) and their satisfaction from present 

housing condition (B). 

B 
A Satisfied Dissatisfied Total 

Illiterate 75 5 80 

Read and Write 50 5 55 

Primary certificate 1 5 6 

" Preparatory 

Secondary " 2 3 5 

University degree 2 2 

./K. 2 2 

Total 132 18 150 

2 = 32.77 significant 0.05). 

Relation between Tenure status (A)and 
Satisfaction from present houcing 

Conditions (B). 

B 
A Satisfied Dissatisfied Total 

Owner 110 10 120 

Tenant 22 8 30 

Total 132 18 150 

2 5,909 vitnifioant beyond 0.05). 



---------- 
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As the table shows 44.4% of tenants are dissatisficd
 

from their present housing versuc 55.6% of owners.
 

When the fisldworkers reasked the question of satis

faction in another way, by asking the householders about
 

the main reasons of their satisfaction from their housing
 

conditions, we found that in spite the fact that 12% (18) of
 

householders had reported their feeling of dissatisfaction,
 

38.9%. (0()of them had find a reason for being satisfied,
 

on the other hand, when householders were asked about the
 

reasons of their dissatisfaction from present housing con

ditions, we found that 12,7% (19) only of householders who
 

reported to be satisfied did not complain and expressed once
 

again their feeling of satisfaction ,
 

We can conclude that seneral satisfaction or_genera 

dinsatinfnction from hosn conditions ismisleading. and 
~ of being satiid from their housing codtin 

householders couldd u e manydidaae in their houses 
------w---------------

and vice 
-verg,
 

b - When we examined the sources of satisfaction of house

holders, we found that they are concentrated on owners),ip (56%). 

The other sources of satisfaction are related to the
 

location of the house which is ivar the work (14.7%), or
 

being in a good social neighbrhood (13,3%), The suitable rent
 

91~
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of the dwelling unit has been reported by 7.3% of householders,
 

while only 2.7% reported that living in the family house re
presents a main reason of their satisfaction from their housing
 
conditions. The largeness of the housing unit and its healthy
 

condition were reported only by 4 settlers.
 

c-
 Concerning the important sources of discontent form housing
 
conditions, the data shows that there is two groups of reason.
 
The first one concentrated on the dwelling unit itself, such
 
as the lack of facilities 41.3% (62), the smallness of the
 
dwelling unit 5.3% (8), its bad building materials 14% (21),
 
its unhealthy conditions 14.74% 
(22), aud the deterioration of
 

the house as a whole.
 

The other group concentrated on the location of the
 
dwelling which is far from the means of transportation 9.3%
 

and

(14), far from work/school 0.7% (I), only 1.3% (2) of renters
 
complained about the rent of their dwelling which was consid

ored high.
 

The major sources of dissatisfaction are concentrated
 

ons
 
Lack of facilities.
 

Poor health conditions.
 

Poor building materials.,
 

Far from transportation.
 

(Pt) 
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Little space within the dwelling.
 

Rent of the dwelling which is considered too high.
 

d- While ownership represents the major source of satisfaction
 

from housing conditions, lack of facilities represents the
 

main source of discontent; These reasons are followed by the
 

location of housing as being near work from on part, poor balth
 

conditions and the poor building materials from other part.
 

e- We think that satisfaction and dissatisfaction contain a
 

subjective element varying from family ?td family and depending
 

upon different combined variables, such as life cycle, level
 

of education, income, size of the family, previous housing,
 

aspirations, goals, etc..
 

Several hypothesis can be tested in further studies, as
 

the relation between satisfaction from housing conditions and
 

family life cyale, with the assumption that one environment
 

which is suited to the needs of the young couple, becomes per

haps inadequate when children reach sohool, or that a shift in
 

job location, or the enlargement' of family size can render a
 

previous convenient dwelling quite unsuitable.
 

f- As for Kafr 31 31w settler@, we think that factors are
 

playing in favor of their general fedling of satisfaoti)n from
 

their present housing conditionsi
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previous housing experiences in Cairo or in other urban cities
 

as migrants from rural areas, and ownership of the house which
 

represents a social value and indicatei an upward social
 

mobility,
 

Por more details see table 6 and 7.
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Table 6 

a) The buildim, 

Housiga Conditions. 

N. 

1 Number of floors 

One 

2 

+3 

135 

13. 

2 

90 

8.7 

1.3 

2 Number of appartments 

One 

2 

+ 3 

N./A. 

51 

7 

4 

88 

82.3 

11.3 

6.4 

3 Number of rooms 

One 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

+7 

N./A. 

3 

21 

20 

23 

11 

9 

6 

57 

3.2 

22.6 

21.5 

24.7 

11.8 

9.7 

615 
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4 Number of families 


One 


2 


3 


4 


9.5 

5 Building materials
 

walls
 

Red bricks 


Stone 


Red brick and stone 


Mud bricks 


Mud bricks, red bricks 


Mud brick, atone 


Red bricks, stone, mud bricks 


Red bricks, reinforcement concrete
 

Roofs
 

Palm trunok and reed 


Joint board, asbestos 


Joint board, reed 


Joint, pertinant board 


Joint,+conoret 


Concrete 


N. 

112 74.7 

18 12 

13 8.7 

5 3.3 

2 1.3 

49 32.7 

8 5.3 

13 8.7 

58 38.7 

14 9.3 

5 3.3 

3 2 

17 11.3 

2 1.3 

66 44 

54 36 

1 0.7 

10 6.7 
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Floors 

Earth 

Cement 

Tiles 

Tiles, cement 

Tiles, framed 

N. 

39 

92 

16 

3 

% 

26 

61.3 

10.7 

b) Tenure 

6 Type of tenure 

Owner 

Renter 

120 

30 

60 

7 Number of rooms rented in *.kie building 

One room 

2 and more 

Don't rent 

N./A. 

2 

116 

30 

i.7 

u.6 

8 Number of appartments rented (to owners only) 

2 1 

Don't rent 129 

N./A. (renters) 30 

0.8 

99.2 

9 Average rent of the housing unit (to owners only). 

<2 L.B. 1 

2 - 4 

16.7 

r.6.6 
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N.
 

+4 1 16.7 

N./A. 144 

10 Other parts rented in the building (to owners only).
 

None 116 96.7
 

Shop 4 3.3
 

N./A. (renters). 30
 

11 Average rent of shops 

< 5 L.E. 1 25 

5- 2 50
 

N./A. (renters). 146
 

12 Ways of owning the building (to owners only).
 

Built 79 65.6
 

Inherited 27 22.6
 

Bought 14 11.8
 

N./A. (renters). 30
 

c) Ways of building
 

13 Building procedure.
 

One stage 6 7.7
 

Several stages 73 92.3
 

N./A. 71
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14 Responsability of the building procedure, 

Bricklayer 

Family 

Contrac tor 

N./A. 

N. 

71 

7 

1 

71 

89,9 

8.8 

1.3 

15 Money needed for construction. 

Had the money 

Borrowed the money 

Both 

N./A. 

41 

17 

21 

71 

51.3 

21.8 

16 Sources of borrowing money. 

Friends or relatives 

Gameya 

Work 

Bank 

N./A. 

23 

7 

6 

2 

112 

59.5 

1819 

16.2 

5.4 

d) The householder's dwelling. 

17 Number of years in present dwelling. 

,, 5 years 

5 -

15-

+25 years 

N.1K. 

41 

54 

38 

14 

3 

27.3 

36 

25.3 

9.4 

2 
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18 Number of rooms 

One room 

2 

3 

4 

+ 5 

k. 

17 

42 

29 

31 

31 

.. 

)0.7 

20,7 

19 Number of persons/room (crowding rate). 

1 person 

1-

3-

5 -

+ 7 

17 

63 

36 

22 

12 

14 

3 

20 Rent. 

1 L.E. 

1-

3-

5-

+7 

N./A. (owners). 

3 

18 

5 

2 

2 

120 

A 

6.6 

21 

Utilities 

Kitchen 

Yes 

No 

Shared 

21 

128 

1 

14 

85.3 

(., 
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22 Bathroom 

Yes 

No 

Shared 

N.% 

16 

133 

1 

10.7 

88.7 

0.6 

23 Water  closet. 

Yes 

No 

Shared 

.20 

10 

20 

80 

6.7 

13;3 

24 Type of flushing. 

Cesspool 

Trench 

24 

;6 

17.1 

82.9 

25 Number of flushing/year. 

Don't flush 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

+5 

Don t know 

68 

18 

21 

10 

3 

3 

5 

'RR 

45 3 

12 

14 

6.7 

2 

2 

3,3 

14 7 
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N. %
 
26 Source of water.
 

Watey connected 13 8.7
 

Public taps 137 91.3
 

27 Distance house/public tap.
 

l00 m 11 8 2
 

100 - 12 8.9
 

200  11 8.2
 

300 -3 17
 

15 11.1
400 

+ 500 65 46.6
 

N.IA. 13
 

28 Reasons of not connecting water.
 

No connection in the settlement 67 48.6
 

Very expensive 49 35.6
 

There are other priorities 3 2.9
 

Owners responsabilities. 18 12.9
 

IT./A 13
 

29 Having electricity.
 

Yes 95 63.3
 

No 55 36.7
 

30 Reasons of not introducing electricity.
 

Very expensive 21 39.3
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No means 

Use a gas lamp 

Owners responsabilities 

Not necessary 

N./A. 

N.% 

18 

11 

4 

1 

95 

32.2 

19.6 

7.1 

1.8 



- 70 -

Table 7 

Satisfaction of housing conditions.
 

1 General satisfaction from housing conditions.
 

Yes 


No 


2 Important reasons of satisfaction.
 

None 


Ownership 


Near work 


Good neighborhood 


Cheap 


Family house 


Large 


Healthy 


3 Important reasons of dissatisfaction.
 

None 


No facilities 


Small 


Bad building materials 


Not healthy 


Expensive 


Par from transportation 


Likely to collapse 


Par from work and school 


N.% 
132 88 

18 12 

5 33 

84 56 

22 14.', 

20 13.3 

11 7.3 

4 2.7 

3 2 

1 0.7 

19 12.7 

62 41.3 

8 5.3 

21 14. 

22 14.7 

2 1.3 

14 9.3 

1 0.7 

1 0.7 

1*,
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V Upgrading program. 

1- Utility and facility needs.
 

2- Means of participation in upgrading program. 

15
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Upgrading prorasmme.
 

The major aim of the project is directed towards upgrading
 

the basic deprivations of the settlement, and improving the
 

living conditions of settlers in view to integrate them in the
 

urban core of city life.
 

large social sence, beyond the political and economic
In a 


involved program for urban upgrading has imporissues, .;...., 

It aims to make available to settlerstant human objectives. 


in uncontrolled settlements, some of the advantages of modern
 

urban facilities, ranging from running water and waste disposal,
 

to improved houces, streets and settlement ressources, to ensure
 

training and employment for adults and education for the young.
 

With this human objectives in mind, the study team thought
 

that the settlers participation in upgrading programme will be
 

the key factor for the success of the project as a whole; and
 

a good deal of the enquiry was oriented towards determining
 

their needs and in which priority, their acceptability, their
 

willingness to cooperate and to participate in the programme,
 

a3 much as their perception about the terms of their participa

tion.
 

study aimed to gather informations about
Accordingly, the 


the available utilities and services in the settlement, as well
 

'I
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as the voluntary associations which can help as vehicule for
 

These:kinds of inpopular participation in the programme. 


formations were gathered from informal leaders and members of
 

the voluntary eseociations.
 

Another kind of data was gathered from settlers themselves
 

about the basic needs of the settlenwstnd&their opinion con

cerning their priorities, their own needs in term of improv

ing their housing conditions and their means of participation
 

in upgrading programme.
 

I-	 Utility and facility needs:
 

Informul'.leaders interviewed gave first priorities to
 

sewage and domestic water connection, and ascertained the
 

by labour only
settlers contribution by money and labour, acr 


(poor) in the provision of these utilities. The data gathered
 

from the settlers themselves suggests the same results as
 

followed:
 

1. 	The demand of piped-water supply was asked by 75.3% (113)
 

of settlers as priority number ona, and the most urgent
 
w S
 

needs of the settlement. Itfollowed by a sewage system
 

23.3% (35) and by electricity 1.4% (2). The data shows
 

that priorities in term of utilities are distributed be

tween owners and ttnants as follows:
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Relationship between tenure status (A)
 
and priority of utilities to be done
 

in the settlement (B).
 

B
 
A Water Sewage Electricity Total 

Owner 96 22 2 120 

Tenant 17 13 30 

Total. 113 35 150 

(x. 2 - 8.30 significant). 

The majority of owners 80% and 56.6% of tenants gave their
 

priority to the connection of running water to their settle

ment and consequently to their houses. A sewage system has
 

been asked by both as priority N : 2 it was followed by
 

electricity.
 

2. 	The demand for a health unit was asked by 61.3% of settlers
 

as priority number one in term of their basic social faci

lities needs. It was followed by a primary school (12.7%),
 

a consumer cooperative (10%), and easy means of transporta

tion to the outside world (11.3%).
 

Settlers suffer essentially from the lack of a health care
 

center. In emergency cases only, they have to go to Helwan
 

public hospital, or to private clinics in Helwan or Cairo. If
 

the second alternative is beyond their means, the free prescrip

tion offered by public hospital is considered by settlers as
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unworthy. In term of health care, settlers demands seemed to
 

be the establishment of a public clinic, or a public health
 

care center in the settlement provided by a pharmacy.
 

II- Means of participation in upgrading programs
 

The informations gathered concerning the means of partici

pation of settlers in the upgrading programme, were divided
 

into the following svbjects:- Housing improvement.
 
- Settlement programme.
 

- Training opportunities for youth. 

1. Housing improvement:
 

The importance of housing is well recognized to day as a
 

main factor in the stability of the labor force and the growth
 

of productivity. Housing plays a vital role in maintaining
 

privacy, health and stability.
 

The upgrading programme represents in itself the main in

centive for active participation of settlers who considere it
 

as a garantee of tenure security. By providing loans on credit,
 

for the connection of water or sewage, the improving of roof ox
 

floor system, installation of a water closet, ect.., the local
 

authorities ascertain indirectly the legacy of their wrights on
 

the land,and on the houses they have erected.
 

Settlers are accordingly well motivated by the programme
 

96.7% of owners in our sample agreed to connect their houses
 

with piped water as well as with a sewage system, and to pay
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for it on a credit basis. They are able to pay a monthly in

stalment ranging from 2 to 4 L.E. untilL they pay their due. 

Concerning the house improvements, 85% (102) of owners ex

press their needs in that term. Improvements needed vary from 

adding rooms and story, to repair the floor the roof or the 

water closet, But if settlers are willing to make reparntioiv, 

and to pay on credit for these reparations, they would prefer 

to rely on a private bricklayer (80.7%) or a private contracto' 

(10.1%) to accomplish the improvements needed, rather to depon! 

on government realization which is considered very slow. 

Settlers who refused this opportunity gave the followic
 

reasons: - There are other priorities.
 

- House doesn't need improvement. 

- Interests of the government are usually high. 

The correlation between the number of person/room per fainily, 

and the willingness to make housing improvement is not signific

ant (^.2 = 0.02) as it is shown in the following table: 
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Correlation between the number of person/ 

room per family (A), and the willing

ness to make housing 

improvement (B). 

B 

A Yes No N/A Total 

-1 16 1 17 

1- 41 6 16 63 

3 - 32 1 3 36 

5 - 15 3 4 22 

+ 7 5 1 6 12 

Total 109 11 30 150 

As for renters who can not by housing law make any repara

tions ip their dwellings, only 43.3% of them are willing to 

share with the owner the cost of the reparations needed by pay

ing a monthly rent supplement averaging one and half L.E. Those who 

refuse this alternative, have either no surplus to be paid or 

considers housing improvene~te as the responsability of the owner. 

2. Settlement facilities ,
 

While housing improvements represent a household choice
 

which reflects:'Utneeds and its aspirations in term of its
 

private living arrangement; settlement improvements and settle

ments facilities represent popular and communal aspiration in
 

terms of the whole living situation. The study team choosed to 
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ask settlers about their agreement to participate in two main
 

issues related to the welfare and the improving of living con

ditions of the settlement as a whole: - The pavement of the
 

streets.
 

- The establishment of
 

a welfare association.
 

Settlers welcome any programme oriented to the improve

ment of their settlement problems, because it represents the
 

only alternative to gain infrastructure services and security
 

for the possible threat of violent eviction.
 

The data shows that 94.7 (142) of settlers are willing to
 

cooperate for the pavement of the streets mainly on a voluntary
 

basis (115), nevertheless 27 of them welcomed the idea of par

ticipating in the pavement works providing a salary.
 

Concerning the welfare association, 81.3% (122) are
 

willing to cooperate in its creation by giving money (65) or
 

by participating in the building works (40). 13.1% (16) of
 

settlers want to cooperate but don't know how to do it. The
 

data shows that one settler is ready to give the land necessary
 

to the erection of the welfare association.
 

3. TraininR opporturities:
 

The study team thought that services directed for a better
 

assimilation into urban life are perhaps as important as physical
 

facilities.
 



- 79 -

Opening classes for illiterate adults, and providing
 

training opportunities for youth were considered as important,
 

consequently, settlers were asked about their willingness to
 

attend literacy classes in their free time. 58.6% (41) of
 

illiterate settlers welcomed the idea and were ready to learn.
 

Those who refused the idea, (29) argued that education in cffici.

ent only in the childhood, (9) that they don't don't have time
 

(9) or aptitude (1) .
 

When asked about the most important training opportuni

ties needed by youth to realize a certain self sufficiency in
 

the settlement, the following skills were mentioned by order of
 

importance: 

Wood work and carpentry 42.7% 

Electricity 16 

Building 14 

Plumbing 10 

Mechanics 9.4 

Lathing and filing 5.3 

Painting 2 

Carpets weaving 1.4 

N./K. 5.3 

76.7% (115) of settlers affirmed the availability of locnl
 

leaders or skilled workers who can in their opinion handle the
 

moblization of youth, their organization, and their guidance.
 

The following names were cited by order of importance:
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Names 

El Sheik Kamel El Shekaki 

Rashad El Shokali 

MLahmoud Abou Seoudi 


Fathi Abmad Bassiouni 

Salem Youssef El Shokalfi 


Ahirad Kambl.'. Hassan 


Mohamed Reda Goma 


Gomea Abd El Haroid 


Profession
 

Guard in the silk company
 

Employee in the cement'.
 

company
 

Worker in the cement
 

company
 

Employee in the silk company 

Work " " " 

Employee " " " 

University student
 

Worker in portland cement
 

company
 

Nevertheless, 22.7% of settlers were unable to nnmno an 

unofficial loader and claimed that the settlement is duprived 

from persons who can take this responsability. 

If a big majority, 74% (111) of settlers, agreed to orgnnizc
 

a vocational training programme for girls, 26% (39) of them re

fused such idea. The first group suggested the following items
 

in order of importance:
 

Sewing 


Knitting 


Embroidery 


Weaving 


Carpet weaving 


N./K. 


61.3%
 

6.1%
 

5.3%
 

1.3%
 

0.7%
 

25.3%
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22% (33) of them affirmed the availability of women who
 

can handle the organization of girls and their training. The
 

remainders were unable to do so (21.7%), and a big majority did
 

not know any women in the settlement capable to undertake this
 

responsability. Only three names were cited:
 

Names Profession
 

Wagiha Sayed El Roubi
 

Soad Mohamed Abou El Fetbuh
 

Sayeda Sultan
 

As we can see from the above results, settlers could be
 

stimulated for any kind of programme corresponding to their
 

needs and demands which are multiple.
 

The priority of needs has been already assessed by this
 

study; the willingness of settlers to cooperate and to partici

pate in upgrading programme is apparently evident. The mobiliza

tion and direction of human ressources towards a better use of
 

latent skills are welcomed. They are hoping for a better life
 

and they are ready to invest, to work, in order to achieve such
 

a goal.
 

We hope that the upgrading programme will not deceive them,
 

and that settlers will gain by their active participation in it
 

the resolution of their crucial problems, by improving their
 

housing conditions as well as the entire conditions of their
 

settlement.o
 

a For more details see table 11 - 12.
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Table 8 

Social habits related to 

1 Means of cooking 

Primus 


Butagaz 


Gas lamp 


2 Place of cooking 

Any room 

The kitchen 


The hall 


The court-yard 

The passage 


3 Ways of getting meal
 

On the floor 


On a floor table 


On a table 


4 Places assigned for visitors.
 

Any room 


Sitting room 


Living-room (hall). 


5 Places assigned for washing clothes
 

The hall 


housinZ, 

N. % 

129 86 

16 o, 

5 3.3 

103 68.7 

25 16.6 

14 9,3 

4' 

4 2,1 

128 119.3 

4 ';,7 

18 12 

100 66.0b 

40 26.7 

10 6.7 

54 36 

q 1A
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Any room 

Court - yard 

Bathroom 

Kitchen 

In front of the house 

On the roof 

N. 

41 

39 

9 

4 

2 

1 

% 

27,3 

26 

6 

2.7 

1.3 

0,7 

6 Places assigned for lenghten clothes. 

On the roof 

Courtyard 

Inside the house 

Outside the house 

The balcony 

33 

68 

34 

13 

2 

22 

45.3 

22.7 

8.7 

1.3 

Places assigned for breading poult.y 

Cage on the roof 

Court - yard 

Cage in the kitchen 

Cage in a room 

N/A Dont' Bried 

7 

71 

4 

32 

36 

6.1 

62.3 

3:) 

28.1 

8 Places assigned for throwing garbage 

Demolished area 

The street 

The canal 

91 

30 

1 

60.7 

20 

0.7 
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In front of the house 

On the roof 

In the mountain 

Garbage man collects it 

N. 

2 

6 

20 

1. 

4 

13.3 

9 Places where children usually study. 

Any room 

Sitting-room 

N.IA. 

67 

12 

71 

84.8 

15.2 

10 Places where children usually play 

Indoors 

In front of the house 

In the street 

N./A. 

7 

9 

63 

71 

8.9 

11.4 

79.7 
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Table 9 

Social relationship 
N. 

1 Persons visited in the settlement 

Don't visit any one 15 10 

Relatives 37 24.7 

Neighboors 15 10 

Friends 2 1,3 

Relatives and neighboors 31 2Q 

Relatives and frienda 7 4.7 

Friends and neighboors 7 4.7 

The three 36 24 

2 Occasions of visiting people in the settlement 

Death 11.3 75.", 

Marriage 104 69,.3 

Feast 32 21.3 

Birth 2 2-3 

Sickness 55 36.6 

N./A. 

3 Mutual aid happened between 

Relatives 3 

Neighboors 2 1.3 

Friends 1 0.7 

Relatives and neighboors 16 10.7 
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N. %
 

Relatives and friends 
 7 4.7
 

Neighboors and friends 11 7.3
 

All 
 110 73.3
 

4 Persons resolving conflicts between neighboors in the
 
settlement.
 

Older people 63 42
 

Nobody interfere 22 14.7
 

Neighboors 27 18
 

Relatives 
 14 9.4
 

A friend to both sides 11 7.3
 

Police 2 1,3
 

No conflicts happen 11 7.3
 

5 Sources of borrowing if money is needed.
 

Don't like the idea of borrowing 20 13.3
 

Neighboors 58 38.7
 

Relatives 
 35 23.3
 

From work 25 
 16.7
 

Gameya 2 1.3
 

Can always be in the safe side. 10 6.7
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Table 10 

Social values related to housing. 

N. 
Factors which contribute to individual 
happiness 

Health 83 553 

Living peacefully with children 20 13,3 

Education of children 21 14 

Owning a decent dwelling 20 13.3 

Having money 6 4,1 

2 Things which car, be done if having money. 

Make a project 8 5.J 

Educate children 28 18,7 

Buy a land 1 0.7 

Pilgrinage to Mecca 17 11.3 

Build a new house 68 45.3 

Buy clothes for children 7 4,7 

Buy furniture for the house 9 6 

Others 12 8 

3 Furniture which can be bought if having money. 

Bed 95 63.3 

Sitting - room 17 11.3 

Wardrobe 7 4,7 

Table 4 2,7 



Sofa 5 3.3 

Two ohalrs 4 2.7 

Wood sofa 5 3,3 

Cupboord 

Othera. 13 8.7 

4 Oonsumer durable whioh can be bought if having money. 

tsease 39 26 

7urnlture 36 24.1 

Refrigerator '14 9.3 

Television 29 19,4 

Reourder 5 33 

WAter - heater 1 0.6 

Sewing machine 15 10 

Washing machine 9 6 

Ventilator 2 1,3 

cI'o
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IV 	Social Relations values and aspirations.
 

1- Spatial use and social relationship.
 

a. Internal usc of space.
 

b. Social relationsnip.
 

2- Values and aspirations.
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Relationships, Values and Aspirations
 

1- Spatial use and social relations,
 

We shall try, in this section to analyse the pooihbli
 

effecto of the internal use of space in the dwelling, on i,
 

network of social relations among the households viited. 

think that the understanding of internal 8patial organizaticii,
 

aR munh aR the nignificance of local social relaticnc 

give u a fair appreciation of the meaning that the oet t e:c,! 

have for settlers. 

a. 	 The internal use of space. 

The overcrowding of the dwellings visited makes thn int:ua

nal arrangements the space use difficult, and the multifuzct 

of each room an obligation.
 

The current patterns of internal use of space suggest tl, 

foil owing: 

1. 	 Rooms fulfill many functions as a place for sleeping, oit.

ing, cooking, washing and lengthen clothes, receiving vi.

tors, and as a place where children use to study, and up2nl 

time. The data collected from the householders about their 

every day activities shows that these different activitie; 

are 	fulfilled in one or two rooms in 40% of dwellings visited. 



- 91 -


The folliowing figures show the different activities of
 

families fulfilled in any room available.
 

Cooking (68.7%). 

Receiving visitors (66.6%). 

Washing clothes (27.3%). 

Lbngthen clothes (22.7%). 

Breeding poultry (28.14). 

Studying (84.8%). 

Playing ( 8.9%). 

2. 	The rural courtyard fulfill many functions too, as a place
 
for cooking, washing and lengthen clothes, breeding poultry,
 

as the figuren shows
 

Cooking 
 ( 2.7%). 
Washing clothes 
 (26 	%). 

Lengthen clothes 
 (45.3%).
 

Breeding poult j 
 (62.3%).
 

3. 	The same activity is fulfilled in different spaces in the
 
dwelling. 
Each activity follows a different continuum
 
which varies from non - specialised area, to specialised
 

one,
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a. 	 Cookingt 

+ Kitchen Courtyard Hall Passage 
 any room 

16.6% 2.7% 9.3% 2.7% 68.7%
 

b. 	Washing clothes:
 

+ 	 Bathroom Courtyard The 	roof Kitchen Hall Infront Any
the 	house room 

6% 26% 0.7% 2.7% 36% 1.3% 27.3% 

c. 	Lengthen clothes:
 
+ 	 Balcony Roof Courtyard Street Any room 

1.3% 22% 45.3% 8.7% 22.7% 

d. 	Breeding Doultrys
 

+ 	 Courtyard Roof Balcony Kitchen 
 Any room,

62.3% 6.1% - 3.5% 28.1% 

e. 
Places assigned to the study of children:
 

+ Sitting room Any 	room
 

15.2% 
 84.8%
 

4. 	When kitchen is available, activities like cooking, wash

ing clothes and breeding poultries, are conducted in the
 
area assigned for this facility.
 

5. 	Every space available in the dwelling (the hall, the roof,
 

the courtyard, the front of the house, the stret) is fully
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utilized by the households members in their every day acti

vities, except the sleeping area reserved to beds.
 

6. 	Furniture too is multifunctional; beds (as a place to vit
 

on), tables (as a mean to cook on, to get meals, to ran'e
 

book or radio, or television), wardrobe (for food otora;c).
 

7. 	The street is the space in which many activities and social
 

networks are localized. Women (mothers, daughters, female
 

relatives) are acting together the every day activities.
 

They use the street to wash, and lengthen clothes, tu Oiri
 

their garbage, to talk with friends and neighboors. Men
 

go to their work and return back only to eat and sleep.
 

They are either in their work, or with friends and noigh

boors in the coffee house, or sitting in street cor-ie_.
 

8. 	Children are deprived of any private internal use of spuce. 

There are no places assigned to children, neither for e:i.r 

sleeping, nor for their studying, They sleep and :itmly 

anywhere. Some of 15.2% (12) of families reserved Lhe sit.

ing-room in period of exams to the study of their children.
 

Children are sent into the street to play.
 

9. 	The physical space is structured arrcund the residential
 

unit. The settlers have experienced a certain usage of
 

the local area as being an integral pi. of home, Streets,
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are structured on the basis 
of bei-:;
 

alleys, cul de sac, 


integrated in the whole social 
organization of the settlO-.
 

ment.
 
'u.
 

In spite of the fact that settlers 
are living in the 


10-

of lielwan and are
 

ounding area of the capital 
very .near 


engaged mainly in secondary and 
tertiary sectors, they 

could not be classified 
in local standards as urban 

sett

lers; but in other hand, 
they are no longer villugers.
 

-
:'
 
48% of Lhe dwellng.9 vi
 

Their way of life has changed: -;o'.,
85.3% (128) of families 

are 
a rural courtyard;ed has 

'e11sof families a 

ing their meals on the floor 86% (129) 

ing Primus, and 10.7% (16) 
are using a range butagaIz 

>.r 

cooking,, 76% (114) of families are breeding 
poultry. 91.,
 

,
 

(137) are relying for getting 
water on public taps. 


(32) have a television :ot,
21.3%
(95) have electricity. 


one family have a washing 
machine.


and 


b. Social relations:
 

The physical space provides 
a framework within which 

somfle 

as vi.l1
the most important social 

relations are achieved such 
of 


ing, mutual help, resolving 
problems between settlers, 

borrowing
 

money in case of necessity.
 

Space in the settlement is used 
in a non selective way.
 

street, outside their houses;
 
The settlers are at home in 

the 
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Thuy communicate easily. They see neighboors quite often; they 

don't need to visit their near neighboors, because they are 

toeether every one and then. 

The current patterns of social relations suggest the
 

foll owing:
 

1. 	Kinship relations (relatives) is of oonbiderable importance
 

in term of visiting, mutual aid and borrowing money, but
 

there are other alternatives which are quite evident in 

these tois: neighbours relations and friends relutions. 

2. 	Death and marriage are among the main events in which sett

lers must visit each other to present their condolences or
 

congratulations.
 

-
3. 	1.1utual aid occurs between settlers without any prefe-c ricc
 

in 73.3% (110) of households visited.
 

4. 	Elder people resolve the problems of settlers. Neighbours
 

and relatives interfere too, but at lesser extend.
 

5. 	Borrowing occurs more frequently between neighbours than
 

between relatives which is understareable because of their
 

every day contact.
 

We think that settlers have experienced a high degree of
 

residential stability since 34.7 (52) have lived 15 years and 
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more in their present dwellings 26.9% (14) of which have lived
 

more than 25 years in the settlement. They thought about Kafr
 

El Eiw as their houses: they have lived together, reared theit

children together, confrcnted almost the same prohloms of' su:-

vival; they constitute a big family tied togther by similar
 
1
 

problems and worries.


2- Valuis and aspirations.
 

The research seeks to determine the social values of Kaf"r
 

El Elw settlers who are no more villagers, but not either urban 

citizens in our local standards.
 

The study of social values and aspirations is very tim

portant for the understanding of human decisions and human bL

haviour. The prevailing values in a community provide many 

social indications which can explain social changes, prioritic: 

and decisions to make. The study used two techniques x to
 

detect the values and aspirations of settlers:
 

N For more details see table 8 and 9. 

N These techniques have been used before in a research
 
project done by the center: "The study of housing condi
tiors in rural Guizeh governorate" - Dr. Gamal Zaki and
 

W.a 1amy-in 't'nal Review of social sciences " 

Special issue - Vol. VII n Q 3 September 1965. 
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1. 	Exposing the settlers to several variables and giving them
 

the chanice to choose the most important factors am.ong them.
 

The purpose of this question was to determine the values
 

prevalent in the community and the importance of owning a
 

decent dwelling in relation to the other proposed variables.
 

2. 	Asking projective questions.
 

The 	ownership of the dwelling a social value:
 

The following variables were cited to settlers: 

- To have money. 

- To have a decent dwelling. 

- To educate children. 

- To be in good health.
 

- To live peacefully with wife and children.
 

The settlers then were asked to determine the most impor

tant among these variables in their opinion. The result was
 

as follows:
 

55.3% health.
 

14 % Education of children.
 

13.3% Living peacefully with wife and children.
 

13.3% Owning a decent dwelling.
 

4.1% Having money.
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1. 	The above results show that health represents the most im

portant variable for 55.3% of settlers; which could reflect
 

their crucial needs of health care services, and their be

lief that illness is synonym of poverty, distress, and
 

necessity which is understandable since the only guarantee
 

for their survival is their work.
 

2. 	 Since 80% of settlers nre ovniertj who erect their house 

without any help from public authority, the owning of
 

adecent dwelling didn .p r '::. ave a primary importance. 

13.3% only of settlers, mainly renters mentioned this vnri. 

able as being the most importan variable in their opini:n. 

But when the settlers were l.oft to determine the variuhal.' 

themselves in a projective question wnich put the settlers in tio 

at;surned position thus. 

"In 	 case of obtaining rulncy, whtn 1_3 the most important thing 

you 	 choose to do to buy," BuLL ng a new house emerged as -in

dicated in the following fgurcs. 

Build a new house. 1,3%
 

Educate children. 18.7%
 

;.Lako. u pi]',rinnge to iocke, 31.3%
 

Buy fuiniture for the house, 6%
 

Lake a project. 5.3%
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Buy clothes for children. 4.7%
 

Buy a piece of land 0.7%
 

Others. 8%
 

Build a new house and educate children represent the main
 

important aspirations of 64% of settlers in our sample. Never

theless, the above variables on aspirations were ordered in the
 

same way for literate as well as illiterate, as we can notice
 

in the following table.
 

Relationship between things which can be
 

done if having money (A) and education
 

status of householders (B).
 

B
 
Illiterate Read and write Certificate Total
 

A 

Build new house 39 21. 8 68 

Educate children 14 11 3 28 

Make a pilgrimage 9 8 17 

Buy furniture 4 3 2 9 

Make a project 4 3 1 8 

Buy clothes 4 3 7 

Buy a piece of land 1 1 

Others 5 6 1 12. 

Total 80 55 15 150 
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the data shows that there is no relationship between the educa

tion status of householders and their aspirations (2 = 1.15 

not significant). 

If we divide our sample in three income groupb:the poor

est (less than 30 L.E./month), the middle income (from 30 to
 

70 L.E./month), the biggest income group (more than 70 L.E./
 

month), we can notice once again that building a new house has
 

the first priority among the three groups, as it is shown in
 

the following table:
 

Relationship between things which can be done
 

if having money (A) and total family income
 

(B). 

B 
-30L.E. 30 - + 70 Total 

A 

Build new house 32 31 5 68 

Educate children 11 14 3 28 

Make a pilgrimage 5 8 4 17 

Buy furniture 4 5 9 

Make a project 6 1 1 8 

Buy clothes 4 3 7 

Buy a piece of land 1 1 

Others 4 7 1 12 

Total 66 70 14 150 

\-V
 



ti16 	Ahifi ihbost* thd 1dii~~~ bo totali bf 	 tWebi 
famijy ±h66i 8 i iSUhbiSi'@ aid thifi a~piigations (.,*2 = 2,87 

not 	iign~ioiafii*)
 

Prahthb~ ~tlt~*9 ban fibia thati 

1. 	Wen s~ iis id d 6A8666 bet*dbi material and non 
atria o t ty idi iidiflined to choose hbn 

material ob hMit iifid pbacbfully with wife and 

child~~e j Ai*h rpisits iu6s 6k the individual settler, 

2. 	When settlers were left to their proper initiative to dccide 

what wiii be h% n b fia Apt ifiito do if they obtain 

mony thby i fi6ily 4iiibd. Th6 biilding of a new 

hose, Which is a smt6i 8f pieatigle an4 achievement for 

the 	whole family; and the education of children, vwrc cited
 

as 	the first priorities for 64% of 6iir sample.
 

3. 	Make a pilgrimage to Meokb represents an individual aspira

tion of settleis 11;3% (17) of the settlers, expressed 

their desire to make this sacred obligation if they obtain 

money. 5 of them are from the poorest group, 8 are from 

the middi6 iROii-e g'ib a4 ii%i tfib Uiper income grotp; 

w*opi 	 tozday and ifi
f 	 m26~l bf ke gikdndiy of thb, 

B5IAiAm*i 	 A 
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4. 	 Kafr El Elw settlers are opened to the urban city life,
 

as 6% of settlers aspire to furnish their houses.
 

When asked a direct question about the nature of the
 

furniture they aspire to if they have a surplus of money, it
 

was not a surprise to note that 63.3% of settlers whish to buy
 

extra beds, and that 11.3% wish to buy a decent sitting-room in
 

which they could receive visitors.
 

Concerning the domestic needs which can be bought if hav

ing money, domestic apparatus which can help the house wife in
 

her daily work seemed to have the priority, as a range butagaz
 

26% a refrigerator 9.3% a sewing - machine 10% and a washing
 

machine 6%. A television set was quoted by 19.4% of settlers,
 

and once again 24.1% of settlers expressed their desire to buy
 

furniture.
 

Three 	domestic needs emerged in our sample: 
a range butagaz,
 

furniture, and refrigerator and were quoted by literate as well
 

as by illiterate settlers, as we can notice in the following
 

table:
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Relationship between the domestic priorities
 
which can be bought if having money (A)
 

and educational status of house

holders (B).
 

B 
Illiterate Read and write Certificate Total 

A 

Butagaz 24 13 2 39 

Furniture 24 11 1 36 

Refrigerator 5 5 4 14 

Television 11 13 5 29 

Sewing-machine 8 5 2 15 

Washing-machine 3 6 9 

Ventilator 1 1 2 

Recorder 3 1 1 5 

Water-heater 1 1 

Total 80 55 15 150 

It was noticed that the refrigerator have the
 

first priority among educated settlers there is no
 

significant relation between the educationa; status of house

holders and their aspiration concerning furniture (x2= 7.67).
 

Nevertheless, the priorities quoted according to the diff

erent income group, show a certain difference as we can notice:
 

The first group quoted their priorities as follows:
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Butagaz 21 (31.8%) 

Purniture 16 (24.3%) 

Television 11 (16.6%) 

Sewing-machine 8 (12.1%) 

Refrigerator 4 (6.1%) 

Recorder 4 (6.1%) 

Washing-machine 1 ( 1.5%) 
Water - heater 1 (1.5%) 

Total 66 

The second group quoted their priorities as follows8
 

Purniture 18 (25.7%)
 

Television 16 (22.8%)
 

Butagaz 15 (21.4%)
 

Washing-machine 7 (10 %)
 

Refrigerator 6 (8.6%)
 

Sewing-machine 5 (7.2%)
 

Ventilator 2 (2.9%)
 

Recorder 1 (1.4%)
 

Total 70
 

The third group quoted their priorities as follows:
 

Refrigerator 4 (28.6%)
 

Butagaz 3 (21.4%)
 

Television 2 (14.3%)
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Purniture 2 (14.3%) 

Sewing-machine 2 (14.3%) 

Washing-machine 1 (7.1%) 

Total 14 

A range butagaz represents the urgent need of settlers in
 

the three income-groups, and especially in the first group where
 

31.8% of settlers express their desire to buy one. This item
 

has been followed by furniture, then television, in the first
 

group; and was cited as the third priority in the second group,
 

preceeded by furniture and television; and as the second priority
 

in the third group, preceeded by refrigerator.
 

ID
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Table 11 

Availability of services.
 

N. 
The most important utilities needed by the settlement.
 

Water 
 113 75.3
 

Sewage,. 
 35 23.3
 

Elect ity 
 2 1.4
 

2 The most important services needed by the settlement.
 

Primary school 


Health unit 


Consumer cooperatives 


Transportation 


Trade shop
 

Preparatory school 


Others. 


19 12.7 

92 61.3 

15 10 

17 11.3 

3 2 

4 2.7 

3 Education problems confronted by the settlers. 

Lacking of schools 30 20 

Lacking of transportation to school 16 10.7 

Education opportunities very bad 70 46.7 

Number of classes limited 20 13.3 

School masters very cupide 10 6.7 

Escape of children from school 4 2.6 

4 Places where settlers usually cure themselves 

Hospital in Helwan 126 84 
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N. % 

Private doctor in Helwan 23 15.3 

Public hospital in Cairo 1 0.7 

Traditional means 

Medical barber 

5 Health problems confronted by settlers. 

Hospitals are far (no means of 59.3 

transportation). 

Free prescription is not efficient 10 6.7 

Costs of cure are high 22 14.7 

Lacking of pharmacy 6 4 

Lack of doctors 2 1.3 

No problems 21 14 

6 Suggestions to confront health problem. 

Creation of governmental clinics 
78 52 

in the settlement 

Creation of health units in the 
settlement 46 30.7 

Governmental control on hospitals 2 1.3 

Creation of pharmacies in the settlement 7 7.4 

Don't know 17 11.3 
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Table 12 

Upgrading 

Owners. N. 

Agreement tb introduce utilities in the settlement 

and to share costs. 

Yes 116 

No 4 

N.IA. 30 

% 

96.7 

3.3 

2 Monthly share of settlers. 

One L.E. 

2 

+3 

N./A. 

32 

37 

47 

34 

27,6 

31.9 

40.5 

3 Nature of housing improvements done by settlers. 

None 63 

Add rooms 37 

Ceiling reparation 11 

Floor reparation 3 

Installation of cesspool 6 

N./A. 30 

52.5 

30.8 

9.2 

2.5 

5 

4 Need of housing improvement. 

Yes 

No 

N./A. 

102 

18 

30 

85 

15 

\\o
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5 Nature of housing improvements needed 

Add floor 

Add room 

Repair the floor 

Construct or repair #ater closet 

New roofing system 

N./A. 

N. 

50 

10 

10 

20 

30 

30 

% 

41.7 

8.3 

8.3 

16.7 

25 

6 Persons which could be responsible for doing 

the reparations needed. 

The settlers themselves 10 

A bricklayer 88 

A contractor 11 

N.IA. 

9.2 

80.7 

10.1 

7 Willingness to make reparations and to pay 
costs on credit. 

Yes 107 

No 7 

Yes but under my control 6 

N./A. 30 

89. 

5.9 

5.1 

8 Reasons for refusing such opportunity. 

House dnoesn't need improvement 

There are other priorities 

1 

5 

14.3 

71.4 



N. 

Interests are high 1 14.3 

Government realization slow and bad 

N./A. 143 

Renters 

9 Willingness to share with the owner the costs 
of any reparations needed. 

Yes 13 43.3 

No 17 56.7 

N.IA. 120 

10 Monthly share of renters (supplement to 

the rent). 

One L.E. 9 69.2 

2 4 30.8 

+3 

N./A. 137 

11 Reasons for refusing such opporvunity. 

Have no surplus 10 58.8 

This is the responsability of the owner 1 5.9 

Didn't ask for any reparations 6 35.3 

N./A. 133 

12 Willingness to cooperate for the installation 
of a welfare association. 

Yes 122 81.3 

No 28 18.7 
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13 Means of cooperation.
 

Give money 65 53.3
 

Work 40 32.8
 

Give land 1 0.8
 

Don't know 16 13.1
 

N./A. 28
 

14 Willingness to participate in classes for illiterate.
 

Yes 41 58.6
 

No 29 41.4
 

N./A. 80
 

15 Reasons of non-participation. 

Education not efficient in old age 9 31 

Don't have time 9 31 

Don't have aptitude 1 3.5 

N./K. 10 34.5 

N./A. 121 

16 Opinion concerning the most important training needed
 
by youth.
 

Wood work 50 33.3
 

Plumbing- 15 10
 

Electricity 24 16
 

Lathing and filing 8 5.3
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N,. 

Building 21 14 

Carpentry 5 3.3
 

Mechanics 14 9.4
 

Carpets weaving 2 1.4
 

Painting 3 2.
 

N./K. 8 5.3
 

17 Availability of settlers which can be responsible of the
 
training of youth.
 

Yes 115 76.7
 

No 34 22.7
 

N./K. 1 0.6
 

18 Agreement of settlers for girls vocational training.
 

Yes ill 74
 

No 39 26
 

19 Most important training needed for girls.
 

Sewing 92 61.3
 

Knitting 9 6.1
 

Embroidery 8 5.3
 

Weaving 2 1.3
 

Carpet weaving 1 0.7
 

N.1K. 38 25.3
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N.% 

20 Availability of women's settlers which can 

be responsible of girls training. 

Yes 33 

No 32 

N.1K. 85 

22 

21.7 

56.3 

21 Need for a nursery. 

In need 

Not in need 

130 

20 

86.7 

13.3 

22 Willingness to cooperate in the reparation 

of settlement's streets. 

Will cooperate 115 

Will not cooperate 7 

Will cooperate with a salary 27 

N./K. i 

16.7 

4.7 

18 

0.6 
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Summary of Statlerical Data 



- 115 -

Summary of Statistical Data.
 

Socio Economic characteristics of Householders.
 

Average age 43.5 years
 

Marital status 
 88% married
 

Mean year of marriage 18.9 years
 

Education status 
 53% illiterate
 

36.7% read and
 

Origin write
 

96.6% rural
 

57.3% Secondary
 
Occupation 41.4% tertiary
 

1.3% primary
 

Average monthly income 32.3% L.E.
 

ii Household CharacteriStics
 

Household pattern 88% nuclear
 

Average number of person/household 5.9
 

Average number of children/household 3.9
 

Average total household income 46 L.E.
 

Average per capita income 7.46 L.E.
 

Average monthly expeilditure on reft" 2.7 L.E.
 

t it " " electricity 158.7 piasters 

i of " water 140.2 Piasters 

it " flushing 101.3 Viaster 

" transporta

tion ?.6 L.E. 

" "i " food 30.5 L.E. 
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III 	Housing oonditions.
 

1. 	The building 80% owner 

Tenure 20% tenant 

one 	or two floors
Type of building 

3 and more
 

Division of the building 	 1.838apartmnt
 

3.613 room 

Average number of household i.953
 

Householders who built their house 65.6%
 

Responsible of the building Briokliyer: 89.9%
 

procedure 

Sources of finanoing friends and 

relatives 59.5% 

3. 	Building materials
 

Red bricks 38.7%
Waxlla 

imud bricks 32.7% 

Roofs 	 Joint and pertinand
 
board 72%
 

Floors 	 Cement . 61.3% 

4. 	The dwelling unit
 

Average number of years in the dwelling 12.43 years
 

Average number of rooms 3.61
 

Average person / room 


Have water 8.7%
 

Have electricity 63.3%
 

2.192 
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Have Kitchen 14% 

Have Bathroom 10.7% 

Have water closet 80% 

5. Satisfaction with housing conditions 

Satisfied 88% 

Main sources of satisfaction ownership 56% 
near work 14.7% 

No fAcilities 41.3 % 

Main sources of discontent Not healthy 14.7 % 

Bad buildingmaterials 14% 
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Comparaison between owners and tenants.
 

ilumbcr of rooms 

1 

2 

3 


4 


+5 


.erson/Dwelling
 

3 


3 

6 

1-9 

Person/room 

1-. 

3 

+ 5 

Jatisfaction 

Yes 

No 


Owner 

3 


31 

25 


30 


31 


13 


34 


47 


26 

14 

83 


20 


3 

110 


10 


Tenant Total 

14 17 

11 42 

4 29 

1 31 

31 

6 19 

19 53 

3 50 

2 28 

3 17 

16 99 

2 22 

9 12 

22 132 

8 18 
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Owner Tenant Total 

Priorities 

Water 

Sewage 

Electricity 

96 

22 

2 

17 

13 

113 

35 

2 

Amenities 

Kitchen 

Yes 

No 

Shared 

18 

102 

3 

26 

1 

21 

128 

1 

Bathroom 

Yes 

No 

Sha'ed 

14 

105 

1 

2 

28 

16 

133 

1 

Water closet 

Yes 

No 

Shared 

106 

8 

6 

14 

2 

14 

120 

10 

20 

Water 

Connected 

Public tap. 

Electricity 

Y2s 
No 

9 

11 

79 
41 

4 

26 

16 
14 

13 

137 

95 
55 

Total 120 30 150 

\- ,\ 
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Comparaison between different income groups.
 

Tenure states
 

Owner 


Tenant 


Number of room
 

1 


2 


3 


4 


+5 


Person/room
 

< 1 


1-


3-


+5 


Satisfaction
 

Yes 


No 


Person/dwelling
 

<3 


3-


-30 


47 


19 


12 


27 


13 


9 


5 


11 


38 


14 


3 


60 


6 


12 


33 


30-


59 


11 


5 


15 


14 


18 


18 


6 


47 


8 


9 


60 


10 


7 


18 


+ 70 Total 

14 120 

30 

17 

.42 

2 29 

4 31 

8 31 

17 

14 99 

22 

12 

12 132 

2 18 

19 

2 53 
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-30 30  + 70 Total
 

6-

+9 

15 

6 

31 

14 

4 

8 

50 

28 

Satisfaction 

Yes 

No 

60 

6 

60 

10 

12 

2 

132 

18 

Priorities 

Water 

Sewage 

Electricity 

49 

17 

53 

15 

2 

11 

3 

113 

35 

2 

Amenities 

Kitchen 

Yes 

No 

Shared 

Bathroom 

Yes 

No 

Shared 

3 

62 

1 

1 

65 

11 

59 

11 

58 

7 

7 

4 

10 

21 

128 

1 

16 

133 

1 

Water closet 

Yes 

No 

Shared 

48 

5 

13 

59 

5 

6 

13 

1 

120 

10 

20 
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-30 30- + 70 Total 

Water 

Connected 2 7 4 13 

Public tap. 64 63 10 137 

Electricity 

Yes 30 53 12 95 

No 36 17 2 55 

Total 66 70 14 150 
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