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that period, this mobility was intensiflid to an appreciable degree. It 

also took on a different character. Apparently, its underlying causes 

were no longer political or ideological, but essentially ecohic. The 

drought certainly vs. a climatic catastrophe f-rcing populations to under­

take massive shifts; but it was equally the consequence of the situation 

of dependence tn which Mauritania's producers were placed. Formerly, popu­

lation movments could be starting points fer political and social reorga­

nization. The current populatiow movenents, hwever, take the fore of 

labor msigrations or a !rift fron the rural areas; as such, these moements 

seriously dislocate the acial structure. In fact, not tn put too fing a 

point on It, they are ttstructive of the socil order. In faruer times 

population movements were an integral part of the pastoral and noinadic life­

style, as well .6 to a ,;-extn. ,f agricultural being con­miz-. lift., 

rtected with the search fcr new farmland, the practice of leaving land ly­

ing fallow for long pwricds, etc. These days, howevwr, population movc­

meats are causing a radical transf mation of these lifestyles, This is 

especilly trui) in Instances where thcs, pe-pulatimj ioveznts bring about 

the sedcntariaai n of herlsvwn or th upplznned urbanization of nigrant 

groups.
 

In this study w%: shall a.ttmpt t, clarify tw. issues ; first, the 

historical and cultural Aspect if this spatial iu-bility; and seconlly, 

the current econosmic *:n s ciil changes re.-tel to it 

Thus we shall isolate four tactors:
 

1. the histerical and cultoral dlw'nslcn c-f spatial nirbility 

2. the prevatling conditions, factors and reasons fzvoting nigration;
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3. the spatial and social organizatiom of migratiom : and
 

4. the settlement of algrants In the urban ircas.
 

I. Spatial mobility: thu historical and cultural aspEct
 

Wt shall first try to find out hcm this %*illy fits into the 

culture of Krltanie's thnic itroups. And hov iz naniftsts itself in their 

history. ,.do not al h.zri to presy:nt an exhaustive- treatment of the 

subject entailing a survty of the population movements which have produced 

the present demographic vtix and det,'rnlncd the spttal location of these
 

groups. Wc shall Ilit ourselves to i discussien of Frincipal changes
 

dit:ring the colonial period. W4 shall -lso try to ga*Ae the way in vhich
 

this spatial mobility operates and ov it fits into the cultural framxwork 

rf 'ichof these groups. In other vords, V.' shal! ittinpt to evaluat.: th 

vi- In which this spatial woobility fitA into th- sv'clffc articulation of 

t f%-itures of th cconmic, sociai -in pclit!ci sil turcs pecullr to
 

:-!-h -f thst groups.
 

1. 1 Pastor-illst rabflitt 

A cvrtain dcrc' of spatial gcobility is n-cessarj for pastorallsts.
 

The principlc o' th.: pastoralist ocdt. of productn, after all, is that the 

livestock herd itself travtls in si.rch of its fodd.r. This nccssary 

mohllity is sum-d up li tuo t,*rns ! transhumance refers to a situition in 

vhich th, hunan population rcr-iins s-,ttlcd v11lt its livestock trawIs 

under the guidancc,of her'f n . arA no-idtsn rfrs to a situation in 



which the human population and its livestock herds both travel. It is 

hardly necessary to horp on th cultural inplicirtlns of this no,4ic 

lifestyle at th, level of forn and practices of 
(1) 

spatial orginization. 

The foris and values so shaped noturally affcct current forms of mobility 

in Hoorish society. For 4xnmplk , th cst-blishct, of geographical comer­

cial networks which at tine.s extend over long ilstances -- sow reaching 

all the way to Central Africa -- in a certain iasure reproduces networks 

of relationships btveen tribtspiople, herismen and caravan teams 

capable of spreading huran grouvs cver thousands of kilometers while still 

keeping alive in thc-. a fLclln that thcy h,.long to the s.e cmmunity. 

Clinntic conditions, pastur, quality, the spccics of aniva!s reared, 

access to water, ctc verc all factors that h.-!lped detcrninC the nature 

of pastoralist and ncediz rovints in H)iurltanIL, To sitplify the 

atter slightly, nv y distinpuish tht following tytws ­

- Exploitatira of pastur . lind supjpnrtinv annual vcgttation in the 

Sahel zone t in this cast mwt-ents follo a South-North axis, with livv­

stock herds noving up t,, th north:rn prsturcs in the annual rainy season. 

All the livestock spcei.s.t, invnlv;, spcll:-cittle and sull livce­

stock herdsucn which Lxtt,-,4, farth',r no0-1h, -.iy ire tire ta ti4t be 

superinposed on :ov,-2nts of rattl-h-rds.,k~n. 

(I) A.Lroi Gourhan, in Le C,4G:;tc -,t 1t ParolL. Albin :Mchel, 1963, makes a 
special stiAty of th,. radi.- orianizitln of noCdic space, contrasting 
it with th- "'concentric" or,anizuttn of spac charactcristic of seden­
tary agriculturaI culturs. 



- Exploitation of pasture Irind supporting non-annual vegetation in 
the Sahara zone 
• "he feasibility of this type of pastoralist activity 
depends on irregularly distributd rainfall cius,d by the confluence of 
varying clinatic hinterland. In this zcnc the. necessity of long, irregu­
larly-tined trekA, coupled vith the difficulty of access to water, puts a
 

prcmuicm 
 on the r,isi. of carels.
 

- Exploitaition of pasturc linJs In zoncs experiencing nark d floods 
thse zones producc rat..r stbl. shrub-type vcgctation along the seasonal 
river basins nnd In the v.tr c.'tchfmtnt arces. This nkes pos.*le a 
type of nomadlsn ranging over shorter dlstanir, primxarily Involving
 
suall livestcck. but 
 also -sracing ci s and cattl- vhen rainfall is 

sufficient.
 

Frc thr- colonial p:rf.I te :his diV conditions governing this pasto­
rolist nobilify hav, rem3in..i ccnstant, -:.n if continpent difficulties
 

have occasioned -or-: or Icss 
 lor-ter-. dfsturbanc ,s. For cxz--pL, In
 
periodts of drought., th southv-,r.rd mv4-n!nts 
 of hrds-,n -t prolonged (as 
happened as -t r- sult of th. ri1.-. prtcipiticion shortfill In th.: Eastcrn 
Sahel zon, Ini'91). Or cert i mv:stxjrc lands rt~ b.sclosed off for safety 
reasons or becaus, of war (as v-, pirrlv t.,: ,'xn'.ritnce ofr sc cmzl h !rds­
ncn during confrontations vith thi POLi.MRIO novet.mnt). On the other hand, 

a series of goo~d rains In rhL nnrthern r..~!ons with v'ell-known pastur,,. 
lands, such as Tirs and rhc ... can!tsn r Jttrct a tnporlrv concen­
tration of livistock qn thtcse pastur- !ands. Tt-is vas tht cas. after the 
heavy rains of D!ce.tr lq'9 -- s!tuitin tik,-ly etated inlo b- re th., 

http:southv-,r.rd
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same zone after the 1979 rains.
 

Nevertheless, the spatial distribution of populitien groups has been
 

considerably nodified during the past decade, ma'd there have be-n very
 

lage Pastoralist group movmmtts. The re:ison is 'hat territortil urgani­

ation, which Is the social fern taken by this spati-! distributim, does 

not feflect only ecological and econrmic constraints. Thus, to understand 

the nature of these movments, we shall have to say a few vords about the 

concept of territory atnong Hoorish .nstorAlist populations. We shall also 

iinve to discuss hoy this concept evolved during the colonial period. 

The concept of territory vas particularly cocplex in preroloni;l
 

society because of tht, constant superinposition of usufruc, ind 4pproprta­

tton rl.hts, and of econonic, legal and political cctrol.
 

In no instance wes there cleCrly dckind ncttion of tribal 

territo-. in the sense of the exclusive use of specific natural resources 

eithcr definitively or ptrio!Ic.ally. This is contrary to the situation 

observed amone North Africa's Rdouln tribe5, or thisc in thse Hidi Ic
(3) 

Fast. 'ost often usufruct rights are extreowly tanglcd they 'ire non­

exclusive, and wy be fCund superitrrsed on each <t'wr over :.r-mriod of 

tLme. This is pr.rttculirly true in the_ Firnes, b-it It is -*Ise true in 

the m-re segnented, less c-rntralize-, soclkties In the lund the East.an'tb 

(2) 	 E. .E-rx, 'Th. Tribe a a Unit of Stisbite:ce - Nomadic P.storalisn in 
the Hl ddle East, Aeric'an Anthropologist 197;. 34) -363.M1-2, 	 4. 

(O) 	Digard. 'Cntr:intes techniques de vur l'orgaaitation deso':lemgc 

soci?tdc tasteuri nvies," Cahlcr du CERV, I. IC9. 1973. pp.33-0. 
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For ey.anple the tjit-trT'-iTi,the territory of the Rgbnt, was a vast zone 

inwhich other groups or tribes renmed At the host, 
sme of those groups
 

tended to get Idtegrnted with the Rgibat an client groups. 
Such intergra­

tion could lead to cooplete absorption into the tribe.
 

In ;eneral, the hierarchical asrect of territorial organization is 

very noticeable. But It does not directly overlap the social hierarchy, 

as it des in the southern faming societies we shall bt looking at later 

on. Mlany landholding rifhtsa especially regarlIng control of water wells, 

belong to the ZawayA tribes, hstnrically th principal erganizers of the 

pastoralist econony. other tribes hive taken(Several likewise their "cut" 

fron livestock h.-rds). Ac iny rate, the political rights of ttv ltissant 

group were entrenchcd in rights over wcll-vater which they acquired after 

the, Shar lebba War. That war established the political supremcy of the 

WLtssni over the Berbt.r tribes. In fact the hierarchization oif land tenure 

rights vas primirtly chtvracterizv,'.b" rights based in the assurance of pro­

tection to ';sers of pasture lands. The ould! u f-r such prot,.ction 

was the Patyent of fees t. thetHassan! either collvctiv-ly by the user 

grrup (ghift.r) by fanilies of herdv-.n0or individu'l (hur-i). The different 

levels of usufruct rights thus came t. a 1,eak at the -4lltical level - in 

the finnl -inlysis p-.l4tical control ovtr tht t,-rritcory as the basis of 

territorial rrganiz-itinn. O, the other hand, thc ',leni;-l tnllticul struc­

ture was 1.. part i crnscquncL of this territrial conr:rcl. 

The pAliticil n-it,'r. .f territorial -rganizat1,n is ;jirticularly 

evident at the levcl -f th,. Fairntc. Tht Fair i14- not hld any specific 
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usufruct rights over the land, apart fr-c' rights to his wn private set­

tienent, his ;aln grcves, And accesL :- pasture land. Still, the EIir Is 

identified with the territorial unity -f the Erratc. Thus Adrar It 

kntwn as "the land of the Ethunn," nfter the Enir's fanily n-ne. This 

identification takes ccncretc fern in the E'ir's nrerogative of arbitra­

tion in land use disputes, where h ny lup-se fines kn-wn as tivanin, 

and in the power ts itrisoe Foce ,-n cjr-vans cr-ssing the are., etc. In 

its hierarchical aspect. in connection with IIassani power, the territorial 

unity of the Enirace is ex-ressed by the fact that groups from outside the 

Eirirate wishIng tr be pranted access t- its pasture-s arc obl-ged t-, rwke 

a0 hoc p,ynrnts (hur . tarinjert) tcr specil'ic lla sani f ' llies or t- the 

Enirate t;- ensure their rrtectln.
 

This nuch sinr-liftd anmlysi- mf thb c-ncLpt Of territ-ry brings
 

nut its eseentialy 1litical ch-.racti:r. nust also-, bear in mind the
 

nature -f Kwer rclat inshirs and litlcP1 1riuati.ns in a - lciety in 

which piwer Itad n- at,u chararter whats-c.':r init reruianed anch:-rvi 

in rther kirds -f kin.thiT rtlati-nshiv, In '-hich th,: poltricrl hierarchy. 

especiallv in its d-ler.ical is..ct, r,-ain,! ',erativc, as in the ;Wwer 

.f the relilious br-therh -'ds. Jruring the c-lcnil pcri-d *hc ,-litlca 

bases nf &his territcrtil r nizat." - undiruent radic.il changs. Tt.es, 

chanes will shw u- is a ij r caus,. f 7-Tul-tin n-vcro~nts ar,,ng thc 

pastoral ist MV-rs. 

Colonialisr. destr -yt,' th tridit! -n:! tvrrit-;rial irganizati a by 

prcoulRitirl; the :'r!nci-l'e of "frecd .- f tur" and by ilacin,- ad-inis­

trative centrrls -% the :"vets -f hW:rds-n. f:-ns4!n-jentlv, .n,1ifilcal -constrai.-ts 

W h i c h Nad h!thertc reTulated thesc -wvO.ewnts were' lifted 

http:1riuati.ns


at the same time other factrs, this.tize or,: ;urely ecoamiI'c,etme 

tbo. hotdsm:n t. resume- their r:vec.nts. 

Such, for exaaple, vas rh 
 :ase of the Rgibat and other canel-herders 

in the north of the cmuntr- -- a sectgin which remained dissident for a long 

time, actively resisting colonial penetration. In an attetc to enhance its
 

-olitical centrol, the colonial adainistration adopted a "policy of coopta­

tier.' toward thnse northern dissidents. This policy coaprised in the main 

the ope.tag up to then of southern pastures to vhIch In forner times they 

had no access except as a function nf prevalltnr pclitical or military power 

relationships. 
As a result they nushed farther south, putting the southern
 

pastures under intense pressure. Thiz. pressure was all the 
m-ore onerous
 

because the dissident nomads. on t1-eir seasoia trips back north. made it 
 a 
(.4) 

habit to pillage the herds of tribes already colonied.
 

Similarly the ?naga tribes (dependent herdsmen) have a tendency to
 

abandon territories on which thty -.
ork./A traditionally as po.1tically and
 

econonically subject aroups. 
 I- titis thev havc been activated as ruch by 

the search fcr greener pastures as hv tthe a.sre.to break free from their 

traditional overlords 

The break-up of the polii-a! fra..es of reference governInK territo­

rial organization can be .ore rcneraIly cen la the southward =-,oveent of 

pastoralist populations. T.is gc-ithward nove-ent involves all the cateeo­

ries of herdsmen, znl !-s the -anif.,statior. of two very ,ifferent processes 

(.4) 
 P. Bonte, 'L-irat de !*Adrar apr's la cl e-..stion rt la 4!SsItdnce 
de l'f'-nir SIMi At~ed -I,, i ,JEtues Africanes, 
publication scheduled for 1931
 

.J.
 



- the search fnr richer southcrn ;astures ith the potential for 

s-,pporting more numerus livcst(0ck hvrds as well as a greater human pxoFu­

lation. In the €lenial period this search ht-ca& nrre Imperative because 

the bringing ef animal hushanlr, y:nt' the nmarkct eccncor and the herdsmen's 

need fer montv caused a narkeJ increasc in past-raftlst r~4uction (see Sec­

tion 2.1). The cansequnce was a gencral s,'uthwarl slide of the tribes. 

This mcven-nt als,. Jleoustgated the. mrhirn htrdsmen's greater
 

potential fnr expanslon, and brought lnng-term trends t; a peak. The ec.­

iogical and economic cnditl-ns 4tterdant en cantl herding are responsible
 

for the greater capacity for expansion characteristic of these pastoralist

(5) 

societies. The rcginn of I i r i stZiu'vaur has functicni-O as a sort of 

gecgraViecal tatrix -f tC, hist-rical ravcents f -astoralist -orvlnticns 

over 'Mauritanla's land arcs. Tne 'igh tfgrtc f ahilit- hs in the ccurse 

cf history resulted in a nr,:ressiv, snuttlyari ;,puh of the tribs, ;pmula­

tinn, shifts, the establishment of new p'litical ;e.r structures utc. In 

the new ctntext crtat rd by clonia ils.;. this r~t4lIty did nit oweratt- sim­

ply as a facet ef thA ec-n =uc and -i t ical lvyanics -:f the .,ast-rallut 

populzations. Rather, it becan:e ciu; li- with th. t-cfmnic inric, thus 

aggravating ;astvrnlis, ;.rcssur.s -%n the Ssuthern .- sturt l.nds. 

To the I ist rtf tL !'-risir-, st ral st N-isplation anveents that 

took place during the cnlznlal peririd rust b. added these novesents that 

arsc in response r., clhuiges in iastcralist rAducton-a. - and life­

(5)P.Bnte, 'Pastral Pr-auctlon, Territorl;l Orrinnt:atien a.d Kinship In 
Scgzntary Lineage Sc!etles-. in P. Rurnhan inJ R.T. Allen. ed ., 
S-ilal and Ecoloygical Svstc=s,ASA, 13. Academic Press, Lenden. !979. 

.1. 



style whether these b.inges we*re Intended by th-t colonial icbministraien 

or not. M-- tevelreiaent -f :.a1a cultivation aind h sttentfp'1­

tion gr-iups ini the na,-, si:Vly exit-nd-tla irce i-#lrcdy observable in the 

19th cz-ntur, , here~by th, st -criods In which thL, Extiratcs enhnnced their 

power were characterized by the plantation :N neat ijmlm grivs. It was the 

pj-licy ci the ccIcni~it sdinistr-ition to give~ wixiSMi ncaurcgent to the 

'develo-inwnt -if thtc ,ilantatilil.. !n te first ri.aee they reinstltuted fix­

ed poulation centrea caslr t,,, ar ejt -n. SvconJly. thtv were able 

to generate In '-tw'rt o~ritcr an %--vreciblm -roductimr surplus which cnuld be 

Finally, the -'-uthward -vvvunr sof ,osvrali~t gru, t* 

1:. -v~ulati"n and th. e~v-luti.,n 4f ecorv-mc and ct1reckiImshl;ps r%..sul-t I 

tcd In i'n lncrct.od settLxmk~nt of ~Hratin farmers, uw., tt-vic- zwr ind =re 

t-' wko' ptirrarnn hN-- n the lands. they :i..r3 4gain the' initial 

i~~~cam~ iromc thc ct'-onial adninist rarlon­

ias this sctin ur ;'-ritarv fnec's ! 7 be ,n :vpul.t ion -,'vewuclfs 

wvng tht. ptsvrnlfst 'tes The c1'ic-~ri, A;s - saw - northward 

=v-mnt of Ptulh hcrdsr-*n. Frrl)r 11-vs4 h4 rdsvm. )h"O "tlo mSAJziy on 

the VIv-r Scu left b~nk In tht: c:'lniz1 Oi'tt'~v streined stcadl­

ly northwvard in a sicarc! 1o-r frt si -. turts. -his~ wv-rt~mird putsh 4f the 

aments wh~tich cmwtt,:tjEi t -' -, etl*'rcnt t. ti,*. Sev.',zal Vallcy. The 

ileulh3 werc *o.' rg t- V', 1 .a11.v. Ag such tht-v 'rn1v Ivd -. ;orccarious 

ilrvady establistti.d. 1!ervcuet r,,Ants -ut, for insinc,, th.1t the Fulabc 

http:lncrct.od
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fliert, vho Jtri1cd Incl th. %ft!-ut & Mb~ut irea- In smwil gr.-ups iftcr
 

1914. hznwL suffered much htxwavier li)ss fr.= the dr',t~zt than 
the Fulabe 

Iftle, wtw have been si'tzicJi n4ar the Pivz.r S.q-negal 7v*-*r .i 14bnger period. 

On the. ther hind. the Fu!abe :4 K~r~aks-r-~ t--v( 'nly been se~ttled in thtir 

arci a sh-trt tin~e (sinrc ibc-ur 194n). lot thcy hvq. a highly structured 

vfiage organizaticn. -ind the), %Is,-htve bcin AWh..- vp resist the drmught 

oucnre effecti-ely. At mny r ,- -.k.;t--rA1,t P(,Ulh -.crulatIt- fmas 

gr,.-n e nmZderably in c rrici;. :n 11908 tbh. ?tuUs -? cGuidfz~kh';, 

Assaba ind adjaent mmnu~crcd le~ss than 3,O0bO. In 1972 they Ivid 

(6)grcwn t . -t',~)v-1st -is mv'- as tht Mi-'rs 1-:1 the r- Hervcu~t a 

pirints iUt tthat -igrtIfm irnt-Peulhs th'&s zi-n-fi v re~ (acilitatcA1 

It s" uld hi. ,'I.,-ut t .ncc. thit thc farirn syste-s v'C find 

In S..h1l.in s' cctiv ir* .!xtc~nsiw svstms Tivy ... taii i ccrt-in arw-unt 

of sc~t1nsiv xl1i~ ~ ~ ~ Iind ':~has r,?ercssIrns In -t num­

11er -f arem's . ii -nrits .hiftin.. c~tivai-m. and rathe'r un-

sta!Zle duratti-n -f fnr.fr.,:1.~is Th, -ricti, -f a-riculturc~ in 'tv-ri­

tanta fits int.n thiis g'.nvril ;Ictur, Vith nly aif~w -ocipt1-ns. the In­

creasc In -ulatitrm ~d.arin,.sr1 V% I..- :eri , was r.,- su-re 

by, Any nLij:r chansies In; fir~nn ttln- q ­

13 
 ~19j~~,~ J. r"L11.mIS. Ll., 7rv.i;ix %t Dc~unts dc 

.. 



The ovcr:>-J therefore ueade th \ faroing sylitcms o-ven ute.-ker. M!. se..,tle­

1%-nt of Mte Sonink, at Gulimakh,- is an cxas;le if this svstci of 'extens~ive 

agriculture In Mauritania anl In th. Scuthern H-dh. Th~si. fairaing groups 

had long congrtgatc-d In a few~ 1k7rge v:illa;es fnr 7--litlczI and militAry 

reasons. In the ccoloniil pcri1A thy stttlcxJ in their '-Id fainn villages, 

which thcnselve5s spre.id icutwzrd, taking ve umiccupicl lani ind pushing 

n.,rtt.,ard In a~ search fcr new lnnd. In thise clinmticilly margin.il regions, 

ho.rer, they J14 nt re~ach thor~e -ii-ulti&n &vnsftis-bstrv&,d in certain 

Sahcli-Stud3nesc .r~s. ats In the Wtssi arts of Ubrer Vr1ci In the Hausa 

ar.vas if NIX:r1t, ',r ir the Sonuthern. R4:,;i,*,n ni %*4r 

Wecre, as In th,, Sze4- livi.r X3isin, 1.and rvvulaurly su! J,.ct vi fl, os. 

Nis its fertility rtcnu'wA by Je--sits -F Illuvial silt, the 6i­

tuatiotn is very 11Mc'-ront. Pi, Scevttl Rive~r fl %-1mnes (W-loVbave beeo ­

;"Ccupi~z8 1ri-t. l v'; b~ik in uncertiIi by ;i -tmnr,' minrer hinwAa' 

ti--n w Ach n- d-ubt zc.: fr--, -different ' rhnic bickzr-tuids. the reuult crt 

succesiIv'- wvwes 14 nicrati-rs thhu~U isz-7r. Ut this '.Orul~i'n hits 

In the ni-ir.c~ --,;rt cf 1i-;c'j1cur soct'Lv. The -mm;,0 cuitivation -f 

the itllavi'- vi1o 1?r4M if.c l,:tcntcA h" ch. fam~ng 41 sandy JIeri land. 

The high r-Aictivity rezulozimv fr-r thir-v i;rtczur1- syst---s Kv's mtdc 

this regio~n -i z - if r( l:!t iveh dcns' -4-pul~itmin4 -in -irti of deaora­

:'-hie ml :N-IMtCAl~s~ In rh%.' 19th ctntury this -olitical mnd dem­

gr:'-hfc Jynmlsr, sctms to hn..: 1,,,L.n hanlod int -.Atlc ,-relioues =-'ve­

nents. The ir;arta1ncz of ti.. F,,tt Tnr- as -m cpicent,.r -f successive ngra,­

t,rv wmLs -ihich Mvw- shaktn -j- Wi. Aurfcai fr-i.- tft. t'lAr;or Cra (irtUMd the 

11th ce:ntury) t- ti-' tit6.L -i El 1Ha U--.ir i. wti', k'nr'. 

http:margin.il


At that tine the socivty wvis "tstd e~n thu eve, tof cel1'iziti,-n, --i t. 

scrp~ ,, demcgraphic exra~nsl,-n anrd 4-f wt3tiarvj.snts iriginatnp, 

frrnw the Senegal Valley cv, b*.iur bc- A-precfuitd: "'S0,000 (Tuc#oakcurs) 

are srread out Vrca bakcl All the~ viy t.- ?V1-tt by w,,y -,f tht, M4orn Sahll 

55,000 along the Bound-m, -td the v-illvs )f thtn Sinc, thc S-drw, andi En­

glish~ Gmwbia- while 11.". nV ther. still b.-ilJ tht: Ad b~s --f the Ciavnder 

of the, Faithful at Dlinguir y.; (-n th: c.astern fr-- ttir --f th~. Futa 

Ths p;'itic-il %inms rc.surfaccs wiithin Toucoulcur so-ciety with 

thv trj'dittmal cmstttutin of -tght-*-y hi-rorchizud l n centrvIizcd >1 

tical strutturcs. A reonqtitutian o'f this toiiticaI orizagaion Is not 

within thc sco-o of this stuty. D- we .*o nct-I tc. discuss its effccts on 

the history of th, ; ui ire -d .iccuation 4 thv land, esecially 

the .4uato fertilc walo lani. In Tnucr-ulvur aocial ansi po!i­thv 

tical smuatficaition nrtl ,- -lace~ 1-ccs t aJn.~s AMt~lt 

situation h~ic bi ,n h.3zLJ -v-,r Sby 0,, L-robt- ---vtopnt. wtii partly. rd Icts 

the aspirations of -t r'u~l Ila~frJ clss of small ;',-mants. But the 

-ct,Is thpt r%..il in~ 01-.- ci -ntr- linilr f I tc..nure 

rit'hts %cqulred as i' rvs.;t A., erii1jx %inJfluiid histtricail rt's: 

(7) T. Richard-4pliz-rd. tAS rtju.' f"cc .4dynt :ile~ Tr.nca!s, her'-er-L'ivratu1 
Paris. 1956. :-. i.)! 



These are the great lainc-rds. orers n( extensive estates, the l&akabe. 

3nhd <w r t4. t. ,"frcor t "- %~It-uj
 

to the A1lnants, uscl thL s;-m. strategy to naintain an-' entrench their
 

dmuination: the itsctbuton 
of chfw' to ther aost faithful ccepknjons 

-and allies. Inptarticular, the reigns of Koli Tcmgella. SalItgul Sulay 

IWdyaye, the Aiua Xadcr~etAhdul -%I.. wtre distin~.uished by grants of
 

1;%rge parcels c-f land. 
 'Mar zmklch)4 of politir.l dcoination W'as a acthnd
 

In genera! use, an! the Fren~ch, it 
 Cte st~rt of their owccu-atton o~f the
 

ecawitry, vre to have mnrle uecoursu o t: .
 

S, here. just as w* fi1nJ ashnn the 4oors. wc L-.e a politically 

deter.-1ncl ter-Itorlia critrnizatowhvUch helpedt te chirind and to direct
 

; pulzatfnn miovwts t'tf'-rt thie caloni.-Al :wri,d. But that Is wuhe th..
 

jrtini~rti1 vs halt, ais is e-kAnt 
 frnl= thL. veryv dtff, rent e.ffects colenia­

lisa *11 tin u-tocse ryerttc 

Tn the f~rst A.-. c -Ini-ii "paciicati--,n rLsulteql In the jCrovth 

,) -i.rv---i to --, cn up farnla.d. esptc tally ii.-n the S,%nernl River's 

right bank. In~ t 19rh r, rturv this arer i.31 b-im hotly -tisputcd bctvwen 

Hoors. and Toi:rulljgt,. -*dh c, ntr--I ,v.r it resttng -riwarily in the' hands
 

4 0m %i-rc. %=, r,'us villages spraing r' -it tha-t tCi lnn- right
Ok 

bank, o~ften startini- i- (4fsbts ti villag,.s -ni th. %Lftbank. 

(8) AJ-hulayo SarA No-~ . Sccil.t teucouleu et ragrattr.,
IFAY', Cunversitr de ;:kAar, In iatens et --tuien XVI1V 

Gi~ar -All 



What happened vas tat people n=- settle, on land thich they had thitherto 

farmp& frcT acress the river. In their search for fresh land the Toucou­

leur farmers also ranged along the Stnea! R.'ver's right bank tributaries 

and distributaries, seeking out especially the areas of alluvial valc soil. 

Such vas the case in the Pktz region; It v.rs vspeciIly the case along 

the Gorgol valleys, which dig dep Into th. hinterland, channeling waters 

frcu As.saba and Afolle. Tht aivance of th-c 7oucouleur population involved 

aloost as mny people as the Peulh advancv. In 1908 the Toucouleur popula­

tion .sesti.wtefi it arund 6,00% by 1972 It hid reacheJ 37,1XV. 

This ocupation of newlhnd ,)artIv situited outside the tradition I 

Toucouleur spnert of influene w-difi- tl - ind ttnur. stit.atiCn -- 0 

situition particularlv trinsfor.ie4 by tl, Jirect izp*-ct of colonial con­

quest or the Touculcur pollical systemi. ;n 181 tile '-st -f A1,-:t was 

If o 

p--rt 1- rcsfrtance ir-ii~t tht colonaial thtilr esta tes 

off iciallv iholisde. The radiic: - _cr-rs -n ,mtiOle; Wio ha! taken 

ans: pvvr lh-4 

confiscatd. th'tl i cf:e. tv-: wre- cmontrainA- tc 'o into cxllu. The con;. 

f~ste;! estltts wcr,, -0"~ h=_! lan~n -- the proptcrty oif z~ve 

Yuslis coemnity formr!v 1i,'v t"-,# Al-nmI -- ind Put undcr the direct 

control inf mmigemnc f , t,O,:trotLIon . ,. 

satt[.tl i,, i in 

nization waos thus . :inffestfor- c." thc ri1rttions -f i class of Toucou­

leur s-tall pe.'s-nts hunry for lind. (Oth,-r ethnic proups living In trin 

valey experienced • 

Tht ntra kimd of " vIch follovtd tht, v-k of colo­

the sawe needs, spc 31l the Soninire, who hMd also 

settled or ,.- f;raLnd). The nev :iohilitv Is lestined tovas contribute 

http:satt[.tl
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to the developsent of Increasinply Individualistic forms of land tenure,
 

•
all th. cor to as t%;4 entire poiltical franwnork govrr -P t#" ccrxe- t of 
St:-iure IvA been profoundly transformed. Transforued, but not totally 

overturned. Because tho colonizer in effect created a new stratum of Chief*
 

which vas ro play a significant role in thu. distribution of lar, especially 

in the nMl7 settled zones, rnd =ore genera'ly alon? tw entire right bank. 

lneWuality in land tenure vas therefore far fron disappearing. But it did
 

change Itn features. Certinly, in Toucoulcur s.'ciety, landed property
 

coot. -" toi be a status criterion especllly for 4ist'Aguishing groups of
 

free people fro* slavei. But in this area r'so econmic pover relationships
 

tended to intrde: to an tncrtastng extent, landouners were confronted vith 

la-dless pasvnts who cosld only ohtain access to the for~er's land efter 

agreeinp tn nke t series of p'a1yents ir tr enter into sharecropping arrange­

rent5. The result .as a relnforrenent -i't~e traditional soclzl hierarchy.
 

Sut as for th! ,.olitica! hierarchy, ch-t v. .criousy snaken up. 

In coancltsion It -t!-ht 1-f! said that luring the crdonil period there 

was a c..t-tln devclo;vAent of ipatial notilitv in these blrk African socie­

ties south of Kaurit:nla. Thu development wn not an entirely novel pheno­

xenon, hoe-t-.er. It wz s zire of an extensi n of tendencies a!ready present 

in thee -o.cieties. Th," econic and political dynalsr of populations inha­

biting thti Senegal '.llev thus brought abcut size,-ible avricultural nigiatlons 

and the 3peedy occupatien of lzn! on tl.e right bank of the river, the Mauri­

tiniar O!de. In the regions vher, extensive rain-d1pend.nt agriculture is 

practiced 'e find again this tendency tovard agricultural nigrations and 

the conccntratien of high population densiti1es on the land. 

http:rain-d1pend.nt
http:hoe-t-.er


The convergence of these agricultural nigritions and the increasing settle­

ment of Barattn fsruer-herdsain In the south vas bound soon enough to lead 

to a situation of relative saturation, beiring in aind the kinds of produc­

tion techniques involved. Hevertheless, durin-g the first stnge, these agri­

culturat wigrations encouraged a certain development in cereal production
 

within the valley so t.at th. area, right until the 1940's actually produ­

ced enough cereal to gtnerate an exportable sur4us. 

1.3. Roots of Moorish Higra-orZ Movements: Islam and Trade 

We have exanined those chiractcristic features of sobility InIoorish
 

society vhich are connected to Its econemic and social organization, in
 

particular to the pastoralls! aodt of production and the nonadic lifestyle.
 

This mobility and the eatablishuent of nigratory chinm-ls ire in turn linked
 

to tw functions which historical conditions have helped develop vithin
 

Moorish society: 

- the religious ftincticn: %iuritanti and the Western Sahara have 

been a key zone f-r th, spread of Isl= into Sub-STharan Africa. 

- the cocC-4!7Cia function. in this region the tw- functions (rell­

glous and comercal' ir.- clrscly linkcd, sinc.' the Islic religion has 

spread along betueen th, Kighreh and 91,'ck Africv r since the Middle ages. 

1.3.1. Higran1ons ind th,: Sprc ! of ;sar 

We need to treat succ~ntlv Cii issue htich is !ssentiAi tc the un­

derstanding of the histurical evolutlen ntr only -,f M-eor!sh society but al­

.r of .aurltania in Its entirety. Frcr-- ',ur D-Ant -f vie, the r-ast interesL 

It; aspect is the aspect 1f K-rish 1sl-, ty;if!%d bv in ergcniLzation into 
brotherhr"nds (tariqi) strv'ngly rirked by Stfist lnspiratien. Significant 



P.juI.zim nmts in ftat t~tkz ithin this relispinuew1c structure. 

Brotherhood organizaitions first apz)
4ir~-d In aboui the 15th century. 

but thcir p%ric4 of grc.test *evelopant h-s ! en fron&the 19th c.ntury to 

the Present. Thi :r'del, tohisturtci so "-*ms tc he bastd on the 

proselvting career of thi kuntnis. vio he Western itsinitta­fr! Sah~wa 

tor of thc. QidIrI~ya Wiy of Islani, "preci3!1l: Sidi Ahi-Hc el Rnkkayt and the 

Kunta Shei~rha wbtisettled In Northern Mauritinia. We night note that 
this 

rextr. tcxeth, r ith the Saetvat At H.mri' f-!rrht-r north. Is once meiin the 

center mpf -i redgtous arnd politicivA,lvvwnt dus'1n4ed to afftct the wDhole of 

n(aurtnia (sce Section 1.1.). 

This acodeI of orgnn1.ziti-n into broth,,r!',ods w'is to pe-roduce ?~nd
 

pervctuatA' Itself down thu day. 't' shall
t. pr,!sent stanarize its.princirail 

atspects with the help of the study zo'nduct..d ' CLC. Sr."EW-rt on thC SIdlyYva 

(9)wbven.rnt for-acd In Trairzi at thi b~viinninlt oi thie 19th ccif13F. 

On the reli. inus l.ivvI a brotherhooe. 15 forucd arcurd i shikih vhc 

posscsses ? s-,frituai1 Dot Kn(,ur : s baraiv 1his pawer ca.- ,e transnitted 

to tht hrohtrhoods lvaid-rs. The tarai~i 15 in Frinciplt , r.ligious rove.~r 

Inirition. irwO its posse~ssion Is n-ahnis In niricics. It Is; basically 

th-,oliflticul, fourwdcd on tht IVfl,il,..dRL -in t4i~th~e snh1ri.,% t, mus­

%h,0~. vrlin law. 7ho im *,rizctr.ii:v of t :~r of *.hc hrotherluood 

whe receive fron !S,-r -JUf . ird. cr nnU-.i':*stur,. TK~ :-n of tis 

N) -Ec Stc. rtr, l'.and 1-?inr~i Stuilytj -IneMvlrfJ -A 
?'neti~enthCeturv,tht. ~>~d~In Africa-i Af' r'; %Clar.,ndon 

Press. Oxford, 1973.
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UmVUtwuwe cimts the'talRd t- abs.rwv n nunber of distinctiye rules 

peculiar to the brotherhood. Ruch ir rules pert nii 
 to prayers.
 

The head ( the brotherho d msv delgtqi-r his ;,-.crs t,, Khalflf or 

to "t? . t! b-c:. I r.-rtc . vr,r. lv. :!,ect-liy cS3r: 

wtIere the brothertwod extends over iccnsider:ble geographiccl range. 

The brotherhood is not exclustv,;ly a religious mode Df organization. 

It also perform very Inportant po!itical are :icnonic functions. Fron 

this aspect it demonstrates a certain flexibility which accounts for its 

ability to adapt tc nev conditions crcaned by colentalisn, as veil as for 

th. role It continues to play to this day. Prior to celinization a
 

broth-rhood dveloped on the basis of tribal, kin-group and se-wntcc,
 

nodels ,rerganization 
 This was true of thc Kunta, certainly the nst 

Inportant Saharan tribe. It vas equ-illy truv . thL Ouli Ebleri, th,: 

tribe of the Sidtyya, and of tht Ael Sidi Iahud etc. The brothcrhood
 

organization thus appears as an instrument of 
 gtographical and social
 

mobility fron this pvrspectlvc. InlivIdualq of assnrt.d origins cluster
 

around th. sheikh -sbnrs of rhi, Iassint ruling llncagc deprivt d of
 

political oow.r wh.- tak, on 
 the stat-s of .- xoba , abandoning thtir status 

ai warriors , dpcn.ents fl:nIni frc-' th doe nation of their fornor 

tvcrlords either indtvWually or In crcups- grnups drlvern off their
 

pasture lands. etc. 
 Ccnerlly. ther, tribe.s ar., characterized by a 

very high degrec of detgraphic and pc-litical dynanisn. Th4.y nake up 

the social farcrs on wh.1ch the sh.Akhs dcpndi vhen thcy -,nter the poli­

tic.l arena. Ar . xaaple In thn: case of the Sldiyi sheikh playing .
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part InL the' aoqinat ion of thc Trarza E=drs. After colonial conquest the 

brothcrboods based thcnselves less aind less on the tribal arde.1 (iforganiza­

tion. But thi'y continued to function as rallying, rints. Pnd to bL- consise 

tently siftnlfic =.t as i' frce for econm in d pr'iitizal nobilization. 

TIs, balds p~irticulnr!.y for the xore r_.rnt Tittnff hrrntherh-ods. 

W!~ Sr-hrhp.-1. or rather its hc~ad th.. 'sh Ikh, als.o dcvc-lops P ItI­

cal plnns. f C. Sticvart showns the-;v- In whzch tV~ Stqtiyyai org.aniziA pasture 

land zones, horcd vells, constructed trade routcs, 4cted tc ficilitate the 

settlcngnt of 4*.AirisIh farners in the Chm-.6 -tr I inwved In~ thv- run 

trile, etc. To thI'. w~y tc.y nay cintribute, :o rth. c-nunal govd- tb<-v 

al:;o 'tray Sn.L r.-a profit. Thc s-n itfnlz praictice of 

pr',sentini; rifts t- th s~c1kh (hndiyy ). and tl, r.rcic, of gcifla an col­

letcion vurits(.-tar3) mikv I,. pnssibli: for tfic shcikhs ti iccuul-lte consi­

dcr-iblie wcalth. thus bicccnin,; prcpcrty '-4-rt of c "sequence. This 

nspt'c*, -f hrrtherhood orgtinizaticni his centinUt~d aftr:r coln-nialisn. And 

th. eccnc-nic forict ion of thr: brotherhoods h'-s -.,, it possible far tbe2 to 

devalcp ttxpnrt cish er-p prndu-t ion ailned -i supivir..- thi colenial r'ctro­

p'-le's n.c'b. Thc c.-se o( the '4ouridov br thzrho,-d in Sne,.-x1 Is -i good 

ex2loUle.
 

n 20th 

th - hrotherhinp'! movezcnt sprf-ad c--sid5crably. Thyi whveneflt his crs' exis­

ting frc'ntk'rs and served to s-.c *xteInt as a chinniA fcr nwv ad~vances Oade 

7hus wh-s~4o in d 

In vi. I -,h ct.ntur,,, -'n - ti!'tht, 190I '-nt c.aturies, 

by lsI~m. Peulh nrianizkd h is ' conquest' 

of the Futa .1-tlan ,it thit clxf th4. iHh cen'iir-f:r nc:-bvr.~ -4 thc 
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Kuata Bakka'iyya. In Senegal also it was a group of Kunta sheikhs who 

settled in the 19th century: first Sheikh bu Nazana and then his son 

Sheikh hu Kunta who settic In Dliassane, the station to the n,3rth of Thies
 

which is still Senegal's principal Qadiriyyi center. Tn the 19th century,
 

new brotherhoods of this ty..Te were iorcted in ItauritanLa: the Sidiyya al­

ready me.ntioned, and the Fadeliyya ravrnub. The latter spread rapidly 

from Sourthern !orocce to Senegal; starting f.om S:rt. the seat of Sheikh 

El Zaynin, it passed through Adrar. the stat of Sheikh Huhasmed Fndel, and
 

reached Senegal, vhere Sheikh Saad bu helped enhance the Islam-ization of 

the country. It was ilso in the IQth century that the Tilania nwve=ent 

spread, first in Miaur.at !-a, then into Black Africa. This cover.-ent uwaf 

soon to nrolifer itc Into: nurwrous britherbos, it was started ,1-y the 

Idaali ,f Chinguerti, the ,reit c.ar.vaP tr~nsPrters u4bo had n',ved into 

the Tagint mnd then the Trarza are.as. Its first sheikh was ItuhI:ed aifed 

ul Hukt..r. ThLs broot herhand u.is rx-rv dync.ai .nd -i~gressive, nnd at times 

provided a channel f-r the spirit of resiitince t', co-nial conquest, as 

In the cnse ,f El Raj U'ar -t the. end -f thc 196, century, that f Sheikh 

i;a.tllah at ,i'-r,. ind thtt )f his . -nrkr i-ciple Ycubi Sill-, Kcdl.at 

In its expansi'nist thrust, the brntherh,p- f-.nt rrcz. at the %:xpene ,( 

the Qadlrly-ya -rvec-int btA',.c fvaqtw j-n- lnt- areis where the pinulntln had 

only recently been cr.nvertec - Islar. 

The sil:)Ic exlvsitir.n -f thi-s -- litic- dn'.a.-ls rnakes it p"-slble 

to understand better the r -pulatie. :> ve,.-.-nts it has cngend. red .-nd c'nti­

nues te engender t- this day. re pr-,selytizin,- '( the ShIURhs -r thcir 

Khalifa nlw.-v- sends the.n .n nev rnutes in n se.irch f,-r ne" fc!.14.vrs. 

.d.
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The talamid also set out on nions in fulfilment of their religous cos­

ltment. They move, either because they want to get closer to their Sheikh, 

or because the Sheikh hiaself pives the" a nandate to opel up neu fam 

lands. Such methods hav, been systewnatically developed by the Nourides to 

exploit nev peanut plantations. This need for movertnt is expressed in 

the concept of Slyaha, the mystical and material quest in aid of the knw­

ledge and propagation -f Islan. It i1 no acc!..nt that Sidi Ahmed el
 

Bakkadi, one of the first great brcfherhood leaders, has been credited
 

with the famous saying: that the faithful have a duty to "undertake the
 

SivAla quest -ithout ever settlin down In a sedentary or populous coamu­

nity. The prlnci le is tha: the faithful rust flee tK entrapnents of
 

worl-fly affairs, but at the saw !tme they -st Indefatigably roan the 
(10)
 

world.
 

The brotherhood =ove-*nt is also evidently ,ne )f the channels 

along which the N4oors havc spread across 'est Africa, especiallv in Senep, 

gal. This !s also true for ether 'lsuritanian population groups, namely 

tht Ti,.,rouleurs and the Soninkc, who are similarly Involved in zhis bro­

therhood -v(-ent. Mcoors hws, often functione as transuitters of the 

ird of the leaders of thcse Senvgal1e, br -th.-r,.'ds fnr:xd in the 19 th 

century. This, for cxazple, wzs tle case cf Ahadou &a=ba, founder of the 

.othrIde -vecent which, after col.-nfzatIon, helped tn decpen the Wo.of 

iccty's ceonversic to . !c rcccived his invcstiturte fro- the Kunta 

Shctkh Bu Kunta, son of r.4 .aza.a. "b." hi.uself had cenv rtod Kayer to Islim. 

(10) 	J... Willis, ed., Studie5 In qt African Isl,: _itervv- 'Th. 
Cult ivators of Islas.-, r. Ca-s, L,.dnn. i71). 
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le also uuintained close links with tht- Sidiyya .ivesent. But above all, 

the Moorish Sheikhs whc actually lived in Scncgsl gathered iround then­

selves large ane sigificant c.,terles of tan, ii disci.*cs. At the game 

time they attracted their own r'la:tvcs ,r hWrish d'sciples, thus contri­

buting to the expansirn of the 'i-irirh p-pulation in Seneg.'l. This Is what 

happened with the Kuntas at Dfass'n.t. Tht first son Sheikh Saad Su, Sheikh 

Tallbuya. also h,-d a large *(galese foilwing uhtse neubers regularly 

vent on pilgrimages to his fathi-ri; tochn In ,NIsjatt. +ven theugh he hiself 

lived not In Senegal but at .ederdra. Fadilyya adh rents s.ttled in Sene­

gal have opened a "vcritablcIslamic pioneerin frnt In the- Casansnce Region, 

chiefly ax eng the Soc'. They hivs founded sv-ll centers therc they have 

settle- together with their fnililes and dJtscnl-s. Juitv they have-ften 

naved these n-.w centers after their old hou aris in .auritanl.. 

These brothertl-4 nerw-kr u+Ic! r,, ch h.-,nd Scn( al ind vhich are 

not, as we h5vk ire.Iv pwtnte-d i-,t, I.ititc:d tc the 'Vors, form in i=por­

tant part of nigritory channls .!stablishcd by the Nrs. The rc!irous 

networks help tht, !oorlsh nigrints t- Ratn n econmtc and prlitical foot; 

hold or the ecrc! sci n. This In t-,irr helps "thcr nlrints. esptcislly 

traders, to find security thcrc. Thc hrntherhci nctvrks are t~srcfore 

a very 1---portant aspvcr Jt *-, fc.r-t!i-tn of ., "'-rs, Jiaspora which has 

steadily spr,.ad throughout 1:4-s: Afric;. On a s. llcr scile this process 

has been te.td ttorng nthier .uritzrn %r-thnic zrcups. To ta- ijst one 

(11) F. Dtant L pcns'c religtuse .c A_--dcu itlonsiaba,txlies 
Africaincs, !aWir, 1975. 
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example: the presence of a sisnificut Scninke population in the Ivory 

Coast, with a role in that coutry's crmerc-, receivvd a decsiv boost 

when the cclonial adninistration deported Y-cuba Silla there After the 

HMmalla resistancc tv -vucnt vas crushed, especially after Yxcuba Sills 

sattled p.rvanently in the Ivory Coast. W tavt :ow- full circle, back 

to a consideration ef tht. rel tiorshlp betwe-n Islam -.d trade -- the 

point vith which we beg-in this scWcti.. e -wv proceLd to Sevelop rur 

discussion of that relaticnship.
 

1.3.2. Trad, and Higratory 4overvnts 

These historical trends in the evclutton of ce-merce in !Worish 

society will b onalyzed at greater length in a different paper. Hcrc we 

%hall simply sumnarize the principal cnnclusions drawn fron this analysis, 

fcz.stng on those points which ari' rclevant to the relitionship between 

tradc and ntgratrv vrvcsments. 

That trade Is an eld pursu.it in fl-rirh socicty :s an incomtro­

vcrtiblh, ax-,c. But equally incontrnvn.rtiblv is the f.:ct th.u. In the 

19th century 4-irish trad. -4ent into i cclIn, reflectIng the probl..-1 

faced by trans-ShArin dcz'rce in general. Trut, .nruph. the elehts of 

thL comterrial exchange beta-ccn the S.hira and the 'luda r girns retined 

in existencv, This va particalarl- truc ,f the xchan:t of Moorish salt, 

13tes and handicrift preducts for rtr.-ls. And t-z K'our tril s like 

tht- Id.vall of Chingu ?tti id Titikin -- itrnu - t-, functien ,s tr:Ipor­

t, r'. Furthertore., ncw c-qmrcial n.tworks ,,r, .siblsht d, 4.sptcIllv 

in the south, litn;ing :'o<rishi -cOI:tv -.-Ith t0- tr-Jrs of f-int-Leus, 

http:pursu.it
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who were themselvcs ousteid by the colonial trading camr-4les at 
the start
 

of the 20th century. In thia trade tl- Saint-Lcuis traders nainly vmtvd
 

guSm. 
in exchange for which they s)1itd -tnuficturd docds. but here
 

again thrlbors operated sore zs transporters than as traders. In the
 

19th crntury t'ey were also activ,, In the pcvr.ut prcduction areas of
 

Senegal, again as transporters. 
 In short erdcr the 4oo-rish Car~warts rea­

cted dwmt all the way to 
 'Bour and Daktr. In the process they made han4­

s£e profits, usually g,,ttlnR bctwten 117 and 33t of the price of the pro­

duce they transported, and se~etIoeq getting -s nuch as 
 0?. This business 

was doninated by the ca'tel-herdlng tribes, the Rahahla and the Euleb, to­

gether with the exT-rlenccd Idawall transporters and the Oul.d usba, &- ­

group 	nore entrench,.d In cck-rce. Co'petition frow the Dakar-SaInt-Louls
 

railway posed only pArtial threat to the Caravan transport business. As a 

stter of fact. after 1932 ind especially during the 2nd World War, cara­

van transport got 3 new lease of life Dn rcount of the curtalm nt of auto­

nobil transport. 

We sh~ll br dlscussin2 t64 role ef th1 carivan trinswrt business. 

At any rate, durinp the ]Qth cetjrv anj In the first decades of the 20th 

century coerci.-i husines, str!ztlv speaklng, vas n't yet well devdLoped 

in ?borlsh snclety. Europein ccnief ir their branches, which rc.alnv.d 

restricted to te Senegal Va!e- "hrts , ny:d -.unioue pirt In tht 

area's cemwrce. Aside 	frm thcr.n, prt )f th- distribution of ranufactured
 

(12) 	 S:ntoir, '"Minlrition :vt-ire - unt vocatl-,n ce-.rcI:%lc Iffirnp'e," 
in Cahiers do I'M-TO, S .ri Sciences Hummints Xl!-2 1975. pp.13 7 -1 6 0 . 

.
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goods fron Europe. or gords distributed by Europe," cni'talism - - such as 

tea, sugar, cotton fabrics, rnritims, etc. -- wis at that tiw handled by 

Moroccan tribes recently settled in Mamritrila- th,- Oulad Rusba and the 

Tekna.
 

A certain nwubcr *,f fictrs explain the rapid develope.nt of a co:­

mercial vocation acng scverA!l .?Sirish trlbcs. We salIl study these fac­

tors in detail in a further rep.tt. But tw, hf the-sc f3ctors bring out in 

a wre direct sense the gcr-aing trtcr!If-kigc of conwrce ind migratton. 

The destinations of these comcrclal nigraticns were partly outside Mauri­

tania's land sace: the principal destination vas Senegal, but to a lesser 

extent 4ali, then kn.'vn as th, Sudan, vas also a destinat mn. This weant 

the development of econofic r-lcs .iutslde Mauritania, which itself case to 

censtitutc, frcr the colonizcr's perspectiv', a rtservoir for consmner pro­

d,:cc, livest.-ck, ard, t" a nuch smiller extent. rmnpwer. The fict that 

both 4auritanian livestock and humn l1hor p'vr cc'AO bc huid fcr pcanuts 

.adc th exploitation if Scnt.gal's ,-anut z,,ne auch nore profitable. 

Th. first <f th-L two (ictors rtf,-rred t , wr.% precisely the trade in 

Ilvtsto'ck ' ri#nted to.ard S'negal's urban cent- rs -md tht peanut zone. in 

this cmn.cti,n I',0c, vs i signr'l dAt.. Thit "as uhcn the L',uga livostock 

warket vat; '-cned . it acted isn ttre;-,t fo r livestock coning frxn Xtu­

ritania, c-llcctin; herds there f--r ,tcr distr! utin t- 11lk.r and as far 

as GaQbi-. This wtns al-, t,, tin ahi- *,rsh cattlv dcalers, the 

ndiatigui, settld tt Liuga. In their wake c.-awe shcpkeep.rs part 3f whose 

business invwlved the reexport 'f f AM ,r-4ducts and tcxtiles purchased in 

Senei.l to'!uritania. in . sh'rt -Alie- the L-uga livestock nArket 

http:shcpkeep.rs
http:develope.nt


Slunped. The slumnp te-ok on the dimnsions it a rt,,esston 4f ter 1930, vhen 

the trade routes shifted tmvard the Fer1o area amib th' aiddle SCnwcPI Val­

ley. all the wvIy t, tht 1"'ch. Aftcr 1950' It spiraled Int-. a full scale 

derressli7n wvn imprcvements In S.,ngal 's rdgrid nade it easier to- by­

pass Lougz and tvtnspa1rt livest,,-ck directly t. the preat urbin centers. 

In 19,S the W$tors still made up r.-ry 16Z of L.-uga s tutal populatien. 

Mlany of thc* have sc-ttled th'ert. KcrraLntl'f. carrying t',n3 tradin~g business 

betveen Sengul and luritxnfi. 

All the sam 1 for twi zccitds the livest-ck trOi' and tOw aigratery 

movements ancillary tv' it 1i-ve t~ns-wntiaily 'ri.fiticd t'.v'Wrd Dhak. wtwrc 

bccause :f that trade thervisi~ high civrntration ofr W~r In scctizns 

like Miine. 

Another t4rtiflt ficz*'.r 4;rcngtkrning the ccaxwercia1 vivcztIm. whocng 

Moors In thAt Oticr firnctt-n in trinsp-'rtcrs enibledJ th~a to' vtke ti steady 

and substantial cuit ircim the c-ish -rnp eirniugs -4 ;w.mt (trn.rs in-i in 

this way t,~ buld up tradin, 7itil. We f nd Cts4s an-i .trn Ir Hiauri­

was tradIMinally r-It just ri r-ntc~r -ind 1-vir J. tr n..-Y'rt carlwns but 11­

sc A trade r~irtnrr In th Ksur %tvil. sFu hcinz the n. rk~tiz:g and trans­

port %en-.rt) quickly ,-vr-1vc4 Ii :- s ,kce:tr. Mri h',ve --dr~te~d this 

distinction h-toe Ks, 'r-z! c-irrc P~htjh-c -pkictj'in varicty from 

30. TFAN. Opkair. 1970. 

(1!.) P. 0D3bi', L-. v 
Dak-ir, 195.~ 

.itlriell, dk-s nu~,Mfmv.'r lFIV,. 

J. 



into one of the chief vrish triding tribes. 

There 3re tvo asvects tr tb: contrml of th:se trpde ditribution 

networks by certain *hcrish trills: 

- tribal and kinship rc!itionships are Lqortant. Oitan the wray 

capital is raised is by app*,n1Ii. te tribal and kin-group bonds of solida­

rity. And nembrs of the samw tribe tre -lced At vnrlous nodal points of
 

the crerc Sal netw~rk. 

- hierarchical strati(Icaticn is highly developed awng Moorlsh
 

tradcrs. This trait does nt cmntradict the first tralt, the Inportance 

of tritbtl and kinshi relatimnships. Inpvrtant traders lend noney or 

make uo the Invtntory of nall spkcepers. In return they pccket a per­

centage of the profits. :n cthcr cass th'. small shipkeeptr builds up his 

own inventory of g.--ds vhilt w.-rking for a vealthl.r trader. 

There hierarchical :ribal tradie nct- -rk- cvidently functi.n as the 

undetinnings for sizeable -i'raecry flts within .uritania, t'w3rd Sene­

gal, snd evcn. ith risints nt. twvard the rest of West Africa and 

Central Africa. In all th.-se rc,,ions th, (raders constitute nuclei for 

more ,'r less .%u rius grcups c ' -orich migrants. Ouite naturally, these 

nigrat-ry mvecents are shaipd by tht cbb in flov -,f tradc. In the colo­

nial pierloi. tht ' ..y artery wis the Dak~r--iint-LouiS-.,S'-At ar ax!-. 

thst wes the routc aUhag 6+.ch -'lonial -aigratorv novoments started. v) 

spread aftcrvirds int- thi. urO!, cenor and right dMM to the W'all vil­

lages -f thi peanut znn.. With rmrkikatle flcxtbllaty. th ..1rs Dide their 

alirady -nccupied bv Eur0>)pan *,r Svri,-Lebancscway intr tradi.m niches n-



trading ccrpantcs. Thus In 19S7 wVTS th - S -egalem capital v-is shifted 

frioa Saint-Lcuis to' !kar. occasl-ninx, -t sl =p An the )-cat trading ce 

pastes, tht %Irors wrvvc-d In tc tik.-! cnrtr-A of4 i sizeable. chunk of Satat-, 

Louis's ccwwmerce. In i c'-rcrIlary dl.'l-;met, the K-,crish populatio4 n rosc 

steeply, te'cowstitutc arvur 251 -f 06v 1%.-pulition In sv&e quirters if Cuet­

V-a r. 

f~w *ovenent rf !{'orish traders ir.I. kiall has never had thcwsei art­

plitudc as that inte Sentgai. And outside the -rder towns whe~re thcre Is 

an iuaportant traile in livestock. the M.-orish traders do no~t offer such cm­

petition zo 4*alis tr,%ders, hc th-.L3,1vFS ire. h;Ars tfi Iong cevaerctal tra­

ditins. On the: eth-r han~d, they have spread -ut in eomstdcrable nummbcrs 

alrig livestock tradIing r-utc%frm'r the. ?bh r,,;iions into the Iv-wy Coa~st, 

which Is the principlt nwirktt. 

Aw.~ng tbt S ISnnke, -I~rvtr" v .,atnts tied tc tr.,'dc tsro rt thi: 

most Inp-ortant trititis. Still1. the~y -!. fir fron Irnsinificant. In 3u­

perficial forn tK-y .Ir* id1 .entic~l t,, c-1wercI'l nigrati.-ns amwng the W)is 

but in reality thA-y arc rr.4te &If~rcnt, if w,: excluiet such noveaents as the 

aigration tnr,' :h%:. Iv,-rv Ccast f S$iit 2rr~u! frm Vatxit uft) c,ns.tituted 

'(scuba Sillj-'r. cr~trurag'. (Origimi.lly tloesc Stninke tradirs wer efton ;hdd-­

U--rs wiho speculatc-)n~ t?'- trnnsport r) ccrtnin cr.=aiditics ir-n country 

to c~untry. Accasiriy this kin.' P4f ! sts ho,L~rrs on smugglinF, Invo:l­

*tug such cc*=uiftics -i diam-tids frer, t!beria. Si.rrat L-cor' or Zai1re. On 

this kind of foundation idrtittedly large fortun-ei uivc b.!,;a bilt up, but 

thr, methcds of accurtzlati-n In such crse.c te~nd -*, 1), -.. th*!r individualized. 

Fnlowing -in axis fr-ni will t., the Culf (ifCuinc,', thec%~ nigratory :Zovtl*.nts 

haive only slightly tflu.-h~ Si-negil. 
J. 
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In fact most of the Soninke traders currently living in Senegal have moved
 

there fro Guinea.
 

Religion and commerce thus go into the making of the social, poll­

tical and economic network which has directed Moorish migratory movements 

chiefly outside Mauritania but also within the country, through such means
 

as the spread of religious brotherhoods, the settlement of trading ":':. 

tribes from Adrar in the south of the country, etc.
 

1I.4. MANPOVER EXPORT AYD THE ORIGIN OF LA&')R MIRATIOClS 

iehave already mentioned the fact that in the colonial period the
 

formation of poles of econowic attraction inside Senegal instigated quite 

sizeable population movememts. Wk should not cverestinate the importance 

of these labor migrations In the development of Senegal's p%.anut production. 

In the main, these populition movements took place vithin Senegal itself, -
I 

as a result especially of population mov,.ments .vmng the Wolof in their 

efforts to break ncw arible grAnd in the Ferl, border areas. Nevertheless, 

kia the Mauritanian zone bordering on the Senegal River the force of attrac­

tion had long been extremely powerful. It involved chiefly the black Afri­

can greups settled on both banks if the river; but it also involved part of
 

the Heorlsh populatien. Vith th. u:surge of urbinization in Senegal, espe­

cially tho groth of Dakar, nisritory novewents vere increasingly directed
 

toward the urban are.as.
 

We shall treat the current nechanlsas of nigrations among these dif­

ferent populations ingreater dttail (st: 2.1,2.5, 2.6). These nechanisms 

are the consequence of A historical proccss sct in notion very early with 
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tCb omet of c€lonfaism. In this section we do not intend to analyse this 

process which continues to develop to this day, constraining Mauritanian
 

populations to migrate in ever-increasing number. We shall for the moment
 

limit ourselves to a descriptive and historical treatment of these population
 

mavements. At this lervel no matter which ethnic groups are involved, the
 

causes 	 of the phenomenon appear somewhat similar.
 

- Rising population and stagnant production:
 

Without making a fetish of statistics, we have collected some figures on the
 

evolution of population and production during the colonial period:
 

Table I
 

Population and-Ptoductinm Index -x~CloIal-.P.,rjod
 

Population 1920 260,000 1950 520,000
 

Millet 1929 47.727 tons 
 1959 60,000 tons
 

Paln trees 1924 1955
190.000 	 565.000
 

Cattle 192) 239,009 1947 260,000
 

Camels 1929 50,922 1947 90,000 *
 

Coats 	and Sheep 1929 2,560,000 1940 2,340,060
 

* * 	Of these. 13,00 were In the tlHeh restion, united with
 
Mauritanis after 1945.
 

~----	 ----- - --------------------------------­
* Source: Archival Papers.
 

Apart frca the planting of palm trees, which increased considerably 

during the colonial period -- the Increase being possibly an extrapolation 

of trends already operative in the 19th century -- these figures tell a clear 

tale: While the pojulation doubled in two decades, production only rose neg­

ligibly, with sox figures actually going down. Aduittedly. though, these
 

. 
.
 

_ - -I 
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figures refer to the period of economic crisis ending in 1947- 1948. as far 

as livestock production is concerned. 

During the initial years of the colonial period, the movement to 

open up new arable land, together vith the mobility of Moors over pasture 

ranges, resulted in a relative increase in production linked to the fact 

that a larger land area was put to use. This relative increase also re­

flected the effects of "colonial pacification.' Starting from the 1930's­

and the 1940!s migration became a necessary strategy for generating Income, 

since income from agricultural or livestock-herding occupations was deftini­

tely inadequate. 

.-Fjp.ft of cash needs and deterioration of terms of trade: with 

the establisiment of the colonial system, the demand for cash grey tremen­

dously. In the first instance this was a result af deliberate ptessures-e­

erted by the celonial sainistration, especially in the form of taxation: 

there was a pool tax and a livestock tax, the achur-tax on harvested pro­

duce, and a tax on conercial transport and caravan maovemets. Secondly, 

the rise in cash denand was a sinplt,consequence of the growth of the sar­

'kt'eCono*. the spread of new tastes for inoorted cornoditles like tea,
 

textiles and fireara and the substitution of cash exchanges for previ­

ously non-nonetary exchange systems. An exan-le of the last was Zhe case 

of traditional regional exchange systeus based on the distribution of , 

cereals. 

The reality of these aonetar.# needs and the difficulties the people 

f~ced in neetino then, in other words the shortage of cash, becane evident 
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for examtle in 1929 when the repercussions of the great wrld depression hit
 

Haurtteala. 
4ere was proof, if oroof was needeJ, of th,2. penetration of mar­

ket relatiouships and of phenomena of economic domination. 
The gutm trade
 

took a nosedive vith the drop in gu prices. Business sloved dcWn all over
 

and prices plummeted- "A catl which cost between 800 and 1,500 francs 

seven or eight years ago nov fetches only 200 to 300 francs. A cow which 
(15)
used to cost 400 to 800 francs is nov sold for just 125 to 150 francs." 

As a result, the producers ran out of cash invery little tLe and taxation 

becre cxtremely burdensone: "Alnost all the noney earned from transport
 

and the supply of aninals for 

pay tax. The chiefs are highly dissatisfied with this state of affairs."
 

transportation purposes to the GS, as well as 

money from the supply of pal= wood to the adainistrative post, is used to 
(16) 

Under such circumstances the producers hnd ne option hut t6 get rid of their
 

herds or their harvest crop and then to look for other sources of income.
 

Nore and nore, such incoe casu from nigrations. 

To round out this point let us again refer to an archival document 

which illustrates the l lted role of noacy in 'loorish society at the start 

of the colonial period cv'en though 'iarket-oriented nroducti.m and distribu­

tion already existed. 0i the eve of the conquest of Adrer, when Gouraud 

was ,layin. host to th.. Tek-nn traders of Chinguetti, he sugested they 

should open branches at Atar, which vas then b.-passed by the trade routes, 

(15) Archives. Rapport d-e nisslon Beyries. 1935. 

(16) Ponthly Report, Atar. April-,fav 1932. 

.1./ 
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"so that you can make coney there as niddle-en betveen the Snasid who are 

dying to get their hand-, on Guinea fabric, and the French, whose pockets 
'17)
 

are bursting with woney' Thirty to fort7 years later the Smasid were
 

to become one of the -win trading tribes rf Adrar.
 

The first result of the ria; in cash de.and was the extension of 

narket-oriented production. Livesteck very rapidly becn.-ve a ccarircial 

cormodity Even the great nomidic tribes of the north, the cnnel-herdsven, 

got involved. Even though politically they were unsubdued till f3zA, • 

economically they were active ns suppliers to the Sencgalese nnd SoUt'..7n 

Moroccan narkets. Nevertheless, as vc huve just pointed out, the rarket 

value of livestock know a relative decline. All through the colonial pe­

riod, economic crises set off periodic colla:'es ir livestock prices. 

These collapses linited the cash earnings of livestock herd.sen considera­

bly. In extreoc CasCS they forced thin to abandon livestock herding. 

In the Senegal River Valley Pnd!iong thz suthern farters the prin­

clipal cash crop vis hillet. At the beginning of the century, the opening . 

up of ncw arable land and the increase in ,,?7tiat:,) -d. it ,ossihle to 

generate a large surpl-us frc' the fertii" _:. sel. Thesc surpluses went 

into local er regionl trade, %..Ichweas rnrti" hasee or. bart.. with '. ,u­

ceulcurs an4 Peulhs bartering ca!rc.ilr for -milk. f(r exarl. But !ncrea.-t 

singly, :h*se ixehnnges alnso too!, annetar: fcr-'." the Saint-Louis trading 

(17) Cahiers, Colonne de l'Adrar, 03/02/1909.
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coaprnies were not above prefitecrin. frco the ccrc-tk trade. It has often 

been estinated that right until thk 1940's the surplus of cereals traded 

could be as high is 10,000 to 20,000 tons deIvending ,m the year. This si­

tuation changed when peoulation continued to soar while possibilities of 

opening ur new lands fell. Sur.!qtsed nvailable far trade dropped sharply. 

In w*r ycrs there were actually shortfalls in prodction. According to 

estinates included in the HISOES' studies conducted in the best years. If 

we take lito account deductions for barter and for different p.yzzents in 

kindwe see that the trade potential was very nuch reduced. In 1957-1958 

the surplus avrilable for trade was 3.0.0 out of an ')vcr-I1 surrlus of 

600 tons or thereabouts. Clearly, cash revenues obtitned therefrom were
 
(18)
 

insignificant.
 

!t rust b. addel that cash incrne fron triditiorilly cone-rcialized 

production Also dropped. C(u, production leveled off at about 2,000 tons; 

is for gun prices, they kept dropping stcadily, excert in the 1910-192B 

period. Salt 1;roduction and marketing bec=e monetrzed and brcught in 

appreciable profits fr- th , alfan And Senegdlesc rarkets. But ;,litical 

difficulties ade it impossille to c."and production.
 

Labor nigrations during the coleni.l ,erid therefore were princi­

pally a response to rising cash dcoand Ir nuch the sanm way .b the uisurge 

in livestock triding and the transportation and ctx crcial business Still,
 

there hndtalso to be scce dnmand for labor. Labor dcm.ind t.n Liuritania it­

self had long been very 1ov, even nonexistent, so that the cole'nial adninis­

tration there enly operated in , desultory way th fo-rce'd labor systert which 

(18) La lkvenne Vall~e du S.ilal, Pur , Paris, 1962. 
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created so such havoc in other French African colonies. That system, on 

the other hand, did operaf;e in an increasingly serious way in Senegal,. 

And it was toward that co~intry that the fitrt streaus of =Igrant laborers 

headed. These first strems of migrant laborers therefore involved nostly 

the grcups living in the border area- near Senegml. In particular, they
 

invflved the riparian tribes: Soninke, Toucouleurs and Mkors living in the
 

Senegal Valley vere to provide the first batches of migrants.
 

Before getting into a detailed discussion of zigratory movoewnts 

aong these various grours. let us note ;he cmwon features of their cove-

Cents: 

- the nigrations were temporary and stasonal. This was the seasonal 

nigratory phencoenmn known as navetanes in the peanut zone, after the Wolof 

word navet which neans the rainy season. Higrant laborers hired themselves 

out ti peasant far-ers for the duration of the planting se.son. Alterna­

tivelythey yereigiven the use of farland in return for a friction of the 

hatvest. Seasonal nigr3tiems directed toward the urban areas were also 

considerable. There the nigrant laborers took 'ocrly oldi4odd jobs. The 

nigrants preferred to 7lan their hoocard return trips annually so they
 

would coincide vith the busy season for fnrning And -nstcralist activities
 

at home. With an increasinx 7r,-,ortron of m4-rants goinp to the urban 

areas, it became eot cc=nn for return trips to be wade after one or tVo 

years' virk i. t-wn. XI.144 st:dies conducted in the 1950's indicate thaet 

among Ttucouleur migrantf the average duration of one migrant trip vas
 

10 months. These nsnirantr veuld =Igrite igain after one cr two seasons of 

ftrn work at hmN. According tt- the' saxe stuties, out of every 100 males 



over 15 years old, 12.5 2 had nevcr migrated: 41 % hid 2iprated once: 29.3=Z 

had u rqted twice: .-id 17 '. had nigrated three times or ncre. Migrtions 

among the Mors, there they dt take place, Present practically ide-ntical 

features, with an even more pronouced seasonal rhythm. 

- The migrations involve a specific categary that of young sales. 

They are clcsely i.terneshed with the domestic cconcmy in the sense that 

their essential function Is to provide the ish incvom. the nigrants (muilies 

need. As we have already seen in the 1950's al=;st 90 Z of Toucouleur males 

over 13 yeers old had aigrated at least once. According t the findings cf a 

the MISOES studies over 51) 7 of first-time nigrants verc les than 24 years 

oldand 50 1 were still single. Asvng the Ht-ors, vtv- have saaller families. 

it is more often the practice for the f*ailv head hinself to nigrate, Zeav­

lng only yeoen, children and the age-d it hc~e during thL dry season. 

The nicrations vert, anied -t servin- dc-ands gcncrated within the 
domestic ec-onoay, but in fict they indcd u" 'rofoundly chaning thcsc nds 

themselvestogether with the structure of he family. (sL, charter 2) 

-Finnilly. bccause thet nlcritinns wire (,f short duration, Zfecause 

the migrant laborers wre unskilld. nd bcause th, iobs hy held wcre­

not sttadythc Income thty brrught In was v%:ry walvr. 

I 
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The following table gives estimated accunts briurht hce by migrant vwrkers 

accordIng to Job ctegory.
 

Table 2
 

I.CO FRW HI TION (1958 - 1959) 
Job Category .kths s-nt Cash Va1lu, nf rre- Total 

away trm hhs, rou ht %Crtrtv brought 

Farn Laborers 10.5 9,503FCFA I , ')MCFA 9,500 PC? 
Urban Laborer 13.5. 10000 8,500 

Doimestic servants 15 12,0m 2,. " P2,00 

Craftsmen 9 9.000 
 ' ,500 17,500 

Enployces 60 n000 IS.000 "37,000 

Tr~irs 89 2S,00 " 12,O30 " "0,S00 

S-,urcc; H4TSOFS, 
 .2. 

In the interests cf giving a bal-nc-ed interprctiti,n to these figures, which
 

sten rather lcIr by absnlute standirds, 1lt us ,add that the "irmestic budgets" 

as dcternined by .'SOES durin the sim p, ri-nd gave the averaze incoe per 

head 3ibnag thes sae Ta-ct-slc-,rs as 10,00 F7-A. Averagc cash Inccm vas 

stated 3t 4,,400 FrFA; under the circtmstance.s 20 1 f this c.v- fron migrant 

earnings. ( T- this -nust he added pr:,fi ts fr -n tr:-c br'ught in in 1mrt from 

nutside). This figure -ust he c,' arcd tc thtr -4-rticn -f cash inct.we coning 

frr'o agricultur,-, which var tss th,-n I) '. 

T,-ucculeur rigratinn at-.ars to have '--Lc(", - gneralizeA 7hcn-en,n 

.-y the end f the 1950's- 1ut it is rel,.rlvcly rcn'.. In fCict. between 

1890 and 1920, ,'ftLr :he great *,vc- nts tbit c-4 zice in thc tire -f 
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El Hadj L'otar, the T'kcculejr poul~tirwm seeccd airc stabic. at leAst in the 

vnlleysince this wris alsa the ?verlod 
Inwhaich new arable lands wer opentd
 

up. V'- deubt the stil:. rct.nt habit%-ifnbility 4eveL--id at that time~
 

night hiave plpayL%4 nytic
it rille in the nfqritory ex;-I-'so that followd tht 

4triarition - 7f thv s'~iiStutic-n. A~e gr-U; structure~s (plural: 

&wlle) uere ,psrtic-ila-i, iLnrtant here, because they brought the youth to­

tether and torient,-A thur very early toward their assisnm4 ecoa'ic and Ck>­

litical rtles. In this way thty hel* ed c-rganize -tnd direct thc aigrat')ry 

movemnt. Abzaut 1966 theuc ukre 70,QOO 7u'-comleurs froat both banks of the 

Senegal:~ va11lcy z~t~prarily living outside the valley. In addition, 
(19)


there ur, 120(Y; piermanntly set~N outside, socb from a long timw back. 

In 1957 It was !slti.l~ tlit therw mtigrants nt~zercd 60,003; of this nuo­

ber 31.A) ucre iMre.W sett.%.J In '.tkr ISO Want toward up­.1tgrant r"-ps -.


pcr Cvtmnv ,trcund Xedlr" w~st~here~ the foll-s.Crs 0f the Tijanta 

Sheilkh El IL-.) S, .yjho A-- -cotlad. Arzund 1960 ther,.. %#,r-! ibout 4,000 of 

then In this reeio. 
(20) 

r1hi s zigratory novmont ht i rcoLnt and explosive 

chact-r linkcd t(. z4- f tc~t th.it it %:tn-stly d~ructe-d touv.rd the Sene­

galese urbi, .ar.ts, -_!0 -i~sorbdV. 4" of T4Uculur nigrntnts. A.B. Mop" 

points out tL.ar r-)ttcceA,(ur zigration intc S.-megls rural artas u~as quite 

linited,7 ssillA'y crii s :.inr-. 1 rnr : i dir.ct chK1I.Lnge to the: 

f e _ irt ivI'c.-.s u~rALrtikn in th va1!~v irounJ t ~te tT.j ';~C 

furthur th,,t svao~na 1,b-, r aiid net d&vcli I.-the v-111,y until pressure 

(2O)Lcriccl-Ijs. :P!,l'fl danst ::1jr:!tion 1-t'l~ i-; Ssn-?gt,*' in 

.J.
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from the colonial adinistration forced its developmwnt. AMd when this 

pressere esed off, it too rapidly fell off. 

The A.DIop study ilso makes it possible to Indicate accurately the
 

reciprocal inportance 
of both bonks of the Senegal River as far as migrations
 

are concerned. The Senegalse bank plays a much greater role, 
vith 75 1 of 

the migrants cooing from the two districts of Podor and ?ftan. These two 

districts are also the most densely populatod, -is wel a* being the districts 

In which the syst= of large landholdings is most developed. The rcainder 

of the migrant force comes usinly (23 1) from the districts of Kaedl and 

IBohe on the Mauritanian side, the right bank. Thus the Mauritanian side 

provided about 3 quarter of Dikar's Tcucauleur imigr:nts. nuWbering about 10.000 

t n1 9 6-0" . when the population of these districts wAs 106,000. 

The first Toucouleur labor nigrations principally inv-Ilved the Tou­

coul#eur heartland butvecn KYicdi and Podor, where population densities were 

highest =nd conomic and social 4tructures nost rigid, mAking land acquisi-" 

tion difficult. Moorish alvrations principtily Involved the leer Senegal 

Valley and the TrarzA area. Thcre were historical 4xpl3nitions for this: first, 

I" - q--.-jojp ties existed bctvvt.n Trarz., -tnd th. Waf1. are.1, the site 

of one of the IWolof Yitngdos; s ccndly, Moorish prout-s had forrarly penctra­

ted as far as the left bink of the Senegal River ir this zonk. Th& area is
 

also thu Kauritanian are: w'ith the lenl-est histcry ,wf penktrati-', by foreign
 

Interests,being close to S-int-LUuis. Finally, it wis the first arza conque­

red by the colonial p-r, in 1902.
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The fact that Moorish popwlation moveents in this region date back 

a long tim is borne out by the existence of satil groups of 4ocirs from 

very different b4ckgrounds settl..4 on the left bink. They hake up 10 X of the 

population aof the Ross Sktyo district In Senegil. that Is, about 2,000 pCople. 

a os t ' iratln fleeing the dcnlaiIcn of their Bizsnt overlords and
 

looking for new land. Here again te must take inv- account a background
 

of protracted nobility which no doubt has oriented th.sA: nigratory move­

aersts southwvrd. There Is also the- fact thAt a rw:!sur.: of assimilation 

hvs taken place, evidtnced by such indices as the adoption of Wlolof nams. Dubil 

kIst ted . in the late 1940's that 5,000 Io4-rs wLr, settled on thc. 

left bank in this region. Socetinvs the settlements involved whole grofus. 

On the right bank the districts of Keur .ic- n. Ross. and Kkiz vx­

perifLnced thz heaviest =larations. In the 195S*s this mi ,ratlon invo!:tc 

nestly Hfaritin,..h, sc, likc th mivrint3 on the lcft bank, vcry soor headd 

fer Sene-,l's p anut fmning areis and urban ccnt.!rs. whre they toiok J;bs 

as lwaborrs, 1Itcr carriers, butcl-ers etc. In the course of the 4ISO.S study( 2 ') 

t %. 7 r 7 r z t nd Br:kni s. nlc ylildeA th, folle-v'., 4eccgriphic 

distribution:
 
Table 3 

:MIGRATION IN W wCCORDING,fOACE *,t-'%!) L 'AECAORY. -955-i958SO(THR ER XIb'IT xL%3 

Ale Utri t I Ain0kr T Otp.v C-rnd Total 

0-:4 113 272 1016 1401 115 -1 1516 

-~.-

219 

195 

12 

,95!li9 

981 .11fC2­

2.2 
-

24 
--I------­

2607 
J------- ---------- -- - - - -

Total 82 5p • 70 5)64 

Sources: '4ISOES, Poptlations :-.r'ure% ' Cs',i= 

(21) %%,e~ques"donnv'e.3 q- ntitatives !- r It - lt( ars du Chcmma-,." 

Doctient de travail IIF)E, undatcd. 



Basically, then, the migrants w-rt overthIlingly Haratin, and 

came from all age caterories. This fact indicates that sonetioes whole 

families algrated, going,to Senegal In the dry season to find somthing 

to live on. The slave grou,, Abid, also aigrated in considerable nucbers;
 

but ang then those Invelvid were primarily single adults. Members of the
 

other -csocLa groups did not xigrate. In this sam period, there vas
 

practically no Hoorish migration In the Gcrgol area out of 4,364 persons coun­

tzd, 70 wre nigrants as against 653 out of 4,364 upriver.
 

By the tine Sant.ir conducted his study in 1971 the sitation had 

changed appreciably; "ore than 20 2 of the male adult Iocrs in the valley 

nigrated seasonally or temporarily. On the right bank of the lour valley the 

prc;crtinn- . rose to about 33 Z- on the left bank it alnst reached 60 2. 

It should also be added that other regions wAre nov involved: In th. 

Gorgol region (Mo.guel district), 15 Z of adult ,lcs vre nigrants, while 

in the Guidi.khz reion the -roportion ri-Ached 13 !. In all these reglons. 

thcn,'1gratcln had btecomL a si-niflcant fpct of lifc. 

On the c:hr hand all social strita aie -ww Involwd in nigration 

even though harher ,ropirtl:ns cow- frorA - !-i!andAbid proups.
 

But in thc. zones only re-cently affected by nigrations, the roportions of
 

ior-nts-.,fron ,th-:r social classes is hi~hcr than that of Plaratins. 

wsho maintain closer ties "rith thtir h areas beciuse of their activi­

ties as fairers. 
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EIGTGATIO4 ACCORDING TO SOCIAL CATEORY- SOItME 
 NAVRITAXIA, 1971
 
(number of migrants per 100 adult nzlcs In each cate.gory)
 

e..eee ene 

DestlaxtioG " 
---... ...*.. Haratir 

---

.. .~ .....aratin........ Abid . 
Keur N*cone 32.6 31. 27.7
 

Rosso 21.6 17.? -


Rkiz 1.3 
 2.8
 

longuel 2-.1I 12.3
 

Ross Betya 
 54 5911.5
 

Source: Santoir, 1975
 

Wc shiv.l take up the issue of this ovoltstion of the features of mi­

gration wv,e.nents in recent d~cades Inttr. 
 For now all we need to do is to
 

show that a nvemts
of Moorish ulgrant workers in thisRiver Valley reglon
 

gc back soe tirmc and involve coes!tlerble n,'nbers. These migrations have
 

Senegal as their destination. Just likie Touccul,:ur nirants, the Moo­tN. 


rish nirrants also head rpidl',. fcr the urban arcas, c'specially flakar. Dakar 

In fact absorbs nearly 
.'V7 of tht ."oris. nigrants froc this retion. But some 

also qo to Saint-Louis, which is the coal nostl- of the neiphboring!Ioors of 

Keur Xcunc- ethcrs 1nd up in Kaolack, th4 dce.ination of a sizeable strean 

cocin? frc Rkt.. Th se last nav h1- followinp in the footsteps of much 

;arkltr ni.rants .ron Rkir tc the Sin Sil -x re-ilen. 

It is rathe'r difficult to drasp ,ipa qu.ntit.ativt halance shcer, of the 

first Moorish alrattens in Scnel: Sartoir (1175) has cstit.ite'd that before the
 

second World War thi, poulation of 4oors in SenL$al 
pas around 14,500. 



Dubi* (1954) gives the nuch higher figure of 31.085 migrants. of whoe he
 

places 4,396 in Dakar as opposed to Santoir's 1.800. Santoir's statistics 
-

apparently exclude seasonal or temporary aigrants, vhilc Dubt;'s figures
 

possibly include them. At any rntv, if bns
vw our calculations on Santoir's 

figures, the Moorish p*Nlatic-i in Senegal rwachcd 33,000 in 1961, and 

clir.bed again In 1171 to an csttatcd 50,00m. 

There have also bccn changcs inmigrant dcstinattons. They focus on 

the urban cnters, avoiding peripheral areas like the River %asin Region and 

the Eastern S-neral P, ion.
 

Table S
 

DESTI.\TI0- OF I GRAhTS AMN F0UThEILS ?L\RITANUA
 
D.stination 1043 1961
 

Dakar 
 12. 1 7 24.2 , 

Clsamance 
 1.1
 

O)liurbcl-Loup. 
 27: 3 
 3.1
 

River &ain 
 £.9 19.?
 

Fa,;t rn S4enewal 

Thies 
 5. 7 27.2
 

~urce "Santoir, 1975
 

)Irrcovr, 1971 S.en:val cknsus data on zranstents (t mporary =igrants) 

confirn the fict that .n ovcr'hctnin. majority- of nigrants (767 head for the 

Cape Verdo, Thies and fine Stii r.-.irs. 
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About the Noveaents of nioratory vorkors which began quite long ago 

from Eastern Mauritania into .Kli, we h4ve far less Information. Here also, 

these migrations were extrapolations of traditicnal transhumince trips 
-


as transportation and trade moments 
oriented toward the fariing areas and
 

the tows of Mall. Her, the movcuent has 
not bIecr as large. It has also
 

been wich more seasnal In nature, o*t(Un beinp n result travels of
of the 


Haratin families in search of odd jobs or cash to tidc 
then over the dry 

season.
 

tle turn finally to n discussion of labor ni*1aticns anonot the Sonlnke.
 

Among then also. and quite early on, there verc 
large outflovs of nigrants
 

headed mainly for Senersal's peanut zones wherc they worked as 
seasonal kcbo­

rers before the practice of streins of nirant workers Roing to Europe began.
 

The Soninkn ire. of Guidiakh3 pl.ys ia Lportant role in the economv 

of the upper Senegal Vill.-y. Many of th% points rad: with rcard to the
 

Middle Vagley and tht Toucculeur areas could bc, repented h.rt: the decline
 

of prccoloniul exch:r. 
 systens, stgnatiin of rillct production nnd trade
 

(22)
when the period of Intr Iv. oteknins: u, f nev anrbh- lznds ended. In 

1923 migration sec-n, 
 to be A fe-sib!- respons.' to cash n.:i:Js .ind difficul-" 

ties from the Soninke point of vice, sincv they had i long tradition, of al­

grations ow'ing to their Involvc-aent In.Icn-distince trade with the south:in 

addition, during the colonial pcriod t.cy lh- bccorw- accustcmed to voysing 

cn French boats.
 

(22) 	 V1de P. Bradley, C. Rlynaut and J. Torrenrib,,, L (Gui. i,kh %I'urltaien 

D!-.-nostic :t ,r3'ositins d'actl-n, W-r o-n IUnt, L~ndo,= 1977. 
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A large percentage of migrant laborers vorking on the peanut plan­

tations came from the Soninke districts of Mauritania, Hall and Saeegl. 

The use of these migrant workcrs in peanut production ws profitable from 

the point of view of the trading companies to the extent that it eliminated 

transportation problems by developing production near the export outlets. 

No doubt it would have been possible to grow peanuts in ither areas. includ-

Ing Soninke areas. But it was more profitable to bring labor to wielected 

farming areas. Moreover, the seasonal laborers were exploited by landowners 

,, provided them with land and seeds in return for four days' labor per 

week. This arrangement reinforced capital accumulation among a social 

category whose Lumortance we shall show in another report. 

In the course of time, with urbanization proceeding apace in 

Senegal and Soninke nigratory movements also Croving, the latter cae to 

be directed ore exclusively toward the Senegalese towns. Later, they 

moved beyond thesc towns, heading in a great migrant flood toward France. 

The early 1960's were benchuark ycars. At that time even the refotcst 

Senegal Rivier Basin villages began to &tend out appreciable numbers of 

migrants, even though right down till today significant differences have 

remained between these- remote villages, which have an avera ge migrant 

statistic of 16 X, and the villages of the Valley rroper, where the figurc
 

is as high as 35 2. 

To understand features of current migratory movements, we shall
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ned to examine thc establishment or migrant worker networks in the colonial 

period. Such an exanination viii clarify the context of political and e'-no-

Ric dependence in which these nigratios take place. 
The principal jole of
 

attraction is the Senerales, peanut zone. iext come the urban center*, which 

are functioqnlly ancillary to this principal ecenouic pole. The mechanisms
 

governing these aigrancy novenents have continu2d to operate to this ,y.
 

Granted, durian 
 the col nial pw'rIed political coercion. sooctimeii nakedly vio­

lent. was used to supply the export cash crop zones with scapnal labor, and 

this practice is niv obsolete; but c.neucic coercion Is ztill very much In 

force. It takes tht for, of n scarcity of cash incvews, starnant production,
 

population pressures, dependence on the nlrket econev, etc. In the remain­

der of this paper we shill look at the ways In which these ,nchanisms affect
 

the producers thesmelves. One thipn Is clear, at as
anv rate: free the 1960's, 

these aigratory mno,.-ncnt, grew tremendously. In th- ensuinr, chapter pro­we 

post to inalyze f.actors behind this r!cent .iccdl*ration in the growth of 

migratory sovenents. Otwe of tho.sc f-ictors can in fict be discussed forth­

with, viz.: the effects of these ni-7ratory outflows on the societies where 

they originate. In eff*Trt. thcse abndoned societits. &-privcd of their
 

most active nanpowcr. refoundly disorganized. irc no 
really in any posit-iA 

to use the foreign reni.ta~tces ccaini t t-the= i.-aprove do~.stic productivi­

ty. They therefore Pet plunrtd int, zivertex of crises which helr to ex­

plain the current problems bvsertinR the rural sc:cto'r. 

1.5. Migratory *w-iw,,nts -nd the Creation of atona) Space 

In the for e'fIng i;ctions vw- Iav.e "oInted out the centrifugal tenden­

cies and the external forcs exerting, a null on 4Lnuritania%' 'nulatien 



roups. We think itnecessary now to devotc a short passage tc a discusslcn 

ef the way In which the steady integration rf Hurftania's national space 

has in its turn conditioncd the direction taken by these nigratorY"uoveoents. 

As far as the colonial period is concerned, two facts leap Into prc­

atnence; 

I- The demircntion of this national space was not ichic- .d overhLhc. 

,s late as 1934 -nd the tine of joint, =ili-ary ,.x-cditions launched fron 

Morocco, *lgerii and )iauritania, the colonial adninistration was still not 

in control of the .North.that area that was to be known as 
the "Outlying 

Territories" under thr *ilitiry adn.inistratiin. This occupaticn sanctioned 

a geepolitical vinin of the colonial enterprlsc in uhich pride of place 

was -Ivcn tc the axis 3lcnr which ran the lcrial Highvay: Bit, oghrci -

Aar- Rosso - Snint-Louis. Thzr%'vere no eastward connections savc by tay
 

of Dakar or .ali. Forther-ore. the 1iih recIor vas still attached to the 

colony of Sudan down to the eve of the Second World War: nnd for a long
 

time yet, the adainistrative and .o~itical integration of this region re­

-ained extrcuely frail. qu~te apart frr the far' that prevailing econcaic
 

and igratory vvcrors werc still oriented townrd !"Ali. 

2- Econcically, H uritinla's nztional space ias annexed to Sencal. 

and to a lesser cxte:nt to ?.-ii also, in th-cc.lonirl pericd- this dL facto 

amnexation was r,.flcct, ci athe nolitical levul tcr. fact synbol.zed by 

the sitinR of %Liuritinia's cirital at Saint-Louls. On account of sittinthis 

Miurit,nzi'.. bure.ucrmits werc bas-) in Fa.Lit-Louls righ: down to the. 

tbe of independence. The rk .ativ- syrnchro.izantirn if colcnial an'fInistra­

tions, and the fact that they bconged to th-% s -mtropoliran ;,'eter. made 



so 
certain frontiers artifictLl Indeed. This is true of the Seneal River
 

frontier, since some of the people Inhabiting the two banks have a coamon
 

origin. Such a situation facilitates migrations fr:n,one country to the
 

other and causes a certain miount of confusion as to who is a citizen of 

which country. This confusion has been perpetuated tith the creation of 

an Independent Mauritanian state. The first prelects involving the Senegal 

River valley tanded to approach the valley as if itwere an entity unto
 

inself. thus fallin; to give any resl consid:ration to the .Mauritanian 

hinterland. l1SOE$ provides a concrete exanple of this approach.
 
0 

Colonial adniistrativ policy thus tended to fall In line with
 

economic interests which ga.ve prior attention to the developckental pole
 

constituted by thc Senegzlese exrort cash crop ,conony. This policy vas 

only changed under specific circumstances, for example during the 1942­

1946 crisis and the Second World War, when the principle of the autonomy
 

and even the salf-sufficiency of colonies vwn promulgated. %lauritania's
 

independence his nf course affected this situation profoundly, and it is 

contributing tc a reorientation of nigratory channels. The building of the
 

capital city. Nouakchott, In 1Q5.5, ,nd th develc7-ment of a political and
 

administrative bureaucracy chiefly centraIlzed In the c'pial Implicd the
 

rise of a newol.,of attraction for nigrint-. The steady construction of 

a communications network, .srecial!y of paved h'hvays which have radically 

changed transpirtation cenditians, is effecting a fidirftticn of econaeic and 

migratory channels. Of the new rods th. nost 1=portant is easily the eastern 

road artery Joining Nouakchott and . Th-it road is'rcintepratinv the en­

tire eastern region with the rest of the country. 



Th.i otpenin7 of the Ke~diA J'Tdjil Iran ni~e* exp.mded Wwurttanta's
 

donestic Job narket ind gave niprint workers 
t second r'ole of attraction. 

Other factors contributee tn the nr antiicin ef in iutnnCoxmS nationn1 

n~rket -md determintd '-canottic bhjtviorml o'wt ions, includinst tothe option 

aisrate nzmd the ch~-'I -a( Cier.-iter destinationgs. Ar-enr' these Victnrs wre 

the estiiblishnment of public trndinq cor~or-tiens, the Instillation of A na­

tional ban!- n.- syrten, the creAti m, of ai naitiona~l currency, the wuguiy,
 

the Institution of ~x.:necontrols. the itihdrawal (r-.V 
 customs .greeftents 

which Vive Senegal I-psided adv. n;3gos, etc.
 

To put It hricly, In thq first ptzce nI!rnt-r- channels were rcat-­

11ined In the dir.ecrier. of dcmestic poles of ittr-ction. Secondly. 
 the fiis­

#tnction betuci'n Intvrmv'1 ni-rtion amnd f-erti -1-ruton.which hid hten 

.zcr-hit Irreli-vint !-%rcolonial! tfves. his n~'.- ccuircJ serious sit'nif I dnce. 

rurrent !Irrmtory -vv.ints fill v~ithin thi~s n--w c'itext. 

CONDlTIO'NS2 FAC"OIRS AND 0-, 'ATIONS43TIVATI:S 41r. 

In the pist tvt- deei! --- =Irtor- , h-v, 'tv-lled cc'nsider.'ibly. They 

hav-~ also er .-rJllitlivr~ rel 'tiv !-. -tvikin. In. this se­

co' chmipter %"w sh-01i -t4'ett -t vilu-ttln -f 'thv~z chang~es. In odditicn, 

f!'r t"-' fli£ht iviy :;r-- th4- ruzr-0 -:rr s -,.4 t> !ic-1omn it I-i hetlping 

r- ciuse izonz Mi'uritsii' vir,~~t!-rms~ SorA- of thes- f.-ctorS, 

s-ui!% in ttw openinF, u :,% !fr - ri,~ -; n,!2 t.r !---t, v seen to ho ert4rly 

f-rtutous by riturc'. *'rert'-Iele-ts it r,1~ :s they with':Ivit -ire IIok -i 

t' Pritviously . int Inn- f-cti'rs %+Ah In I - 1--n.il Perio'd -- ~nr.st: 



of Uigratory novenents toing.
 

2.1. General Conditions Governing the Iurl Exodus 

t have already posed the question of rural denopulation, exaniing 
the origin and developsent of labor usrations In the colonial period right 
up to the eve of Independence. In that eximinat ion we pointed out the part 
played by the frustrated craving for cash incatkts, the hey w'tive behind 
the option to uigrzte. The stagnation of subsistence production it 
a tine 
of increased population grovth, the deterioration of systems and terns of
 
trade (a deterioration linked to the producers' dcpendence on the mirket)
 

justified these nirati,,ns. 
It sees that the 
sain responses of Kauritania's 

prcducers to the renetraticn of the narket cash i'cono'uy cost-rise the sale 
of livestock v"Rj herdsnen. 
%nd labor, whether it takes the forn 
of vage
 

labor or not.
 

In fzct this Pr,!linin.rV.nalysis 
 tmere.ly touched the superficial,
 
epiphenonel :s;%*ct tr the extent that it l .cd to the imediate lIvm
 
of the -mrket- the ,roducer is obliged to sell his labor power %broad be­
cause he no longer has iny products to sell even if ht any the firsthad in 


place, or vwiat he Jots hve 
to sell is of insufficient quAntity to generate
 
the cash flow necessary to :-,et his 
finincil oblititions, ntqxly thI pay­
cent of taxes ind the purchase of tra&- qoods, !ndeed budgetary stules con­
ducted by MfSOES the!n late 11SI's in the St negnl River vnlley show that In­
bor niration%provided on the averare 20, of cash incoce. Anont Moors in 3 
position to sell livestock, during the sm period "he coe.prable figure for 
dash income frmn livestock sales vis AQM. But -monr the HIirtin the figure 

http:tmere.ly
http:Pr,!linin.rV


vgs only 4.2.52- In theIr care the firurc for cisi cinin.s broug~ht in by
 

cnsgrnion thow-s that airrit .mtrninrs supplted only 37 of needed incm~e.
 

This, hovever. to finr frt the c~ml.'te str.rv. Wjhat. for ex.Wale,
 

accounts for the m~rked dlferenees in ni,,rrory pQttur tnons 
 the Toucou­

leurs %nd " np the Sr'ninke IVo is one to understaind th" :cctelerIt ion of 

thesc sipr~zory novcm-nts In.the 1161s up' till the point whevre they ae'iql­

ly icopirdized the~ s~'f-rt*?roduct ton of these %*cictles, during the dr'iutht ? 

Why Is It thnt certuin fornis of pr, :erty. csnve'1illy lainded property, did 

nlot. s~v(e In exception21l, c!s(', 7#t drownl into th !%irk~t context e'nd the
 

cish nexus 7 Ilo.y 
 wtere cthcr c;%sh zron~s, such is cottcn !nd peanuts. not deve­

loped ? IVhy, Instead, did N-inuts, long~ pr.-ver vtthl In tht- Sencs'al River
 

v'illcy. ictuilly 
 lose riM t- this ;%.rlod ' 'Anir,4er to inwer these aind 

other question~s, w, shill h~ve t-. rmise the lev'el 1f ann~ylys. Ir thteso 

societici, tht ,evrmmvyws nr- Pret- tcv-rld producti(-n ;r -..rket1nR. Ex­

cvptions to this rule -ccurred !n s:'ecific -'-commic s,_-ters su~ch -% %-It 

-roductin~n; but e~venl them' , tlre veme nr c rrutze,4 sv~'zvns of leRil 

cc'-dcr (mnec), tlhe h'sis of -mker -r muct.ton. It 1-.! t". W.-ys -nd !w-,ns by 

which t~lvsv sil!.te ic vr,P cw- to ,rz:!uce for th(L mrkcr (04hdr -r-ducts 

%incc- Evtc-tein rneetr-ittr~n I- 'A z ric 't hie !) f lcj'r'tic--. th'7t 

c--n really expl:%1n O't rwch~rIq;rs -nd 0-e d1!feren'ti-it, .1 fftcts if the mu­

ril exodus. It I-% -ur Intentic- ~~ _'*!vsie t''P In ­v-re fully 

study 4,ftitied TvohtPv- ,,f t!'-des nf 'ccu-:tici'n -n fh.:'*t in 

.4 " r 'feretah i; -- M -: si -A v o tll .( s vvtn mr-ry, 



will be on conditions conducive to the "liber,iton" of the labor force.
 

. I . 'IobI. epedecy"
 

By the tern "double dene.cy" uwe refrt to the situation .isurIt ­

nli's producers found thenselves in ifter the establistient wf the colonial
 
(23)
systes. This vas also the situation ef Sahelin ocleties In feneral.
 

This situation which, at the level of the uirk,,t, ni'fests itself as a 

deviauation of Lhor powa. ntnA It- products. 1,c- result -fa double bind 

built into te vav mtrket production works. It Is. in short, a czse of 

"double d"'wncv, this:
 

I. It results frm the productic, of chtp ccrzwdices for export
 

to the colonial itrc'ols. !- flaurittla this ,roduct'im is destined for
 

extort only in in 
inure-t sense, since it :'nsists miinly of the prcvision
 

of livestock and vecondsrilyf l.ibor to S-neg l's ,penut reduction zone 

and the urbin centers wich -rnvide that zone with 4uh .'nclllhryservices 

as transportatio and pricesninp Industries. This supply of cheap fnod and 

labor at rockbe:tca prices =.ki it - -sslblc t- cinttnu the profitable pro­

ductic-a f peanuts for -xncxrt. We should reint out that these rwch~nISs 

which ensure cheap ,rrductivity Also o-erate vithin Senegalese snciety It­

self. We have seen thest- t-:- cus-.::e fictors qf 4lturitanin f nirrrtory 

(?3) P. Bonte. "Li -;-chcr..sse des mr.ks soixantt. !-u Sihel - Transfornaticn 
"des mystices ;N.storiux et anrcoIc sth1lIzns, in man and Drought, 

GC-nevw;-. Publilc,titn pendinR. 



mvasnt~s at work - igrations Unved to the livestock trade, ar-d labor mi­

graticns, first in the (orn of scas,m41 liuor then~ in~ th* fo~r% of the drift 

into the isrbin centtrs. These~ =cv#evtcts begmn quitt carsy, atw -90 and 

drelored steadily. In tctveeu tie ti.,r WJrk RVars and durin- th. Scznd Worlid 

%Ur txtrai-econonnc pressures t-cant nvr:es*Ary to #.o the -1#,-w These 

prtssurvzl tck the fcr-- of livestock rcquisitions and forc*-. l.0-or. Therefore. 

the econc'mic -wchanisns already cn:ewire1 suffiiw to fec-! 0.,t- mvuxvnt. Atter 

tiont. grtLV !aisItr and faste~r. Ats fir tht, d.wr'uht ;~f tht I56e,-, it ea-oIjraged 

,a =-ssi-c rrl exodugs ubicb ir sti! ,oing on zajay. At~her touw:zcr ir. the 

Sahel z-tx. h~iv suffcred. a inal ir !-i. they alsc %har. tens ir. ction of pro­

vidin,? ! iv-k an migrant 1Ati.r fi'r tht .:Olon is! deielo'M.-nt ;-,Ats which 

uwr4 -zr L-it-n cit-t:! on ccis. ru- is. the situzticn r.- t 1-tshi ar_-s 

ch Zvc -if thq. 1-:--za -.- rc thurt is As,_ t' 

Thy I 

fro1 - rcirn .nJ ths orofitn -ir onli~ hcu .,fictt r.ax&J for 

it~ V.' C,, L.L r r s ~is nrch~int strAtut -nise con~iJe'atb tcf its 

thc t .rt a* S~hb. S,its rok-t in Uiiic v.ositicwc of Ehs I r ocicti% 

in t -c rot* -evcc (or%-rlv :1-yt, in their -ind p- It tc - 1 c rg&n iza­

a nerchint :;perc partly but -~~'~s..y !i rk~cL with~ intora:i,.Q_ tradc. 
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Let us %ake clear the necessary quality of this level of dependence 

on the domestic market. M, European trading companies did not really con& 

trol this -.urket even during the most unchallenged priods of eolonial power. 

Most certainly they could not have done so becaust '.-'Xnieve such control 

the Europeans i'ould have had to Antegrate thmselvw into local society, and 

to be in a position to use relationships that were not o(-a directly econo­

mic type -- relationships enabling local a rchants te manipulate production 

prices and to aintain rthe at a li level. Not on!y could the Eurol-ans not 

do this; they assuredlv did not in the least want to. 3ecause this type of 

commercial organization Khis to b: worked out on a -!cro-scalc. It d6es 

bring in profitabh retu'rns, evcn speculative killir-s but these are also 

lizited in size. Arl then this kinw of trading act lvtt- is not compatible 

vith the sort of erri¢nt investment that ti.-s ur capital: branch shops, 

salaried personnel, -tc. So the European tradin& zcpanies remained restrie­

tzd ro "river Aw in thoste cases %rhere they showed so-methe W even 

fledgling interest in local trade, they soon enio:uh abanioned it to lo'al 

nerchants. Such viw th-- cas, In the cereal rat .. 

Fu:rth urtore. :I!-- perpetual undervaluing of lo-l prices requir"d the 

operation of a s- ri-s r4 nor-ecenontic ci-,nstraint4 -f 0 kind tht.th& ­

sly. apparatus controllt-.! Sy the coelonial pc.v r ccui' n-)t establish and ain­

tain. The pclitical ani eccnonic power of thes. --rcI.:l strata. cxerpl..ied 

by :he ability to flix intcrest ratts, . l,_."h t.c .r-lintain Just such .1 

"ten of extra-econonic sanctions both .r.n(!ft~r the colonia! period. 

In -.r.-r.s "'quzh. ih.n- itIck cutl!r.-- ." this sittusticn 'f 

.1. 
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-dnuble dependency": since conmodities imported from abroad continue to be 

sold on the Mauritanian market at their actual price, it is obvious that 

cash needs viii e nttnue to mount. and that 
to ucet them the producers
 

will be obliged to ell more and core of their products or their labor.
 

This process works itself out through phases of acute crises: in Mauritania, 

as in the entire Sshelian zone, such crises appear to be most closely 

connected vith perlods of drought. 

Droughts and the famines vhich follow.them are constant 
fixtures
 

in the country's history. They have invariably been accompanied by larg­

scale 	nigratory mov.ments, which constitute ont of the ways in which the
 

local 	ropulaticn groups respond to the deterioration of local conditions
 

of production. Thcr., were other vays: anJ a vholc ganut of economic and
 

social stratagems woul" htl' the society to restructure itself after each
 

crisis, adnittcdly at a heavy cost. Such stratztns Included the settin,
 

u. of 	collective 4ranarlus, the award of loans and ?rants for rebuilding
 

(24)

decimated llvestock herds, and evcn livcstock ruitlin,-. etc. 

but the situation is -ntirely diffLr,:nt vhen Sahellan societies 

appear less Interested in their own sclf-repr-ducthon thin In the develop­

zent of markvt-,ri,'nted production. Th.!n tt ;-rios of droutic become 

phases of nassive tine-- wh,:n th, to sell laborccarclallzaticn, 	 i 

powr 	btcones acute, and th.- cwrriard drift ',,rns inec t flood. 

(24) 	 P. Bonte. 'PasuLurs 4. ncidcs : l'lx l de la MIuritante", in 
.1.Copans,, S';ch,;rvsscs .-t Fa=?es au SthA.V lte 111. .laspero,
Paris, 197'5. ;);,. 63-86. 



In the short run such periods result in a further lowering of local commo. 

dity and labor prices - proof of the effectiveness of the mnchanisms of 

domination euen during these crises. In 1948, the colonial officer in 

charge of ChInguetti noted, at the height of the crisis, that among Moorish 

herdn "the proportion of wealth held in the form of livestock herds is 

rising, the number of middle-level owc..rs is falling, and former members 

of this groups are Joining the vass of petty owers, hthiie large livestock 

herds continue to accumulate." These crisis poriods were also periods of 

intensive local accumulation and sharp econonic differentiation. Hany were 

the trading fortunes built up during the 1942-1948 crisis. 

This crisis cac on the heels of the 1942-1943 drovnht, itself made
 

sore catastrophic by a series of very damaging locust invasions. This was
 

the first Indication, after a long period of colonial penetration, that
 

thz colonial systen had deflnitively becone established acong the .toors.
 

In the Senegal River valley, of course, the system had established itself
 

inch earlier. This vas .ilSo the starting point for nigratory movenents 

which were soon to pick up speed. !% rous herdsmen lost their livestock 

herds, eith,:r becausv they had to s-ll the- anirals, or because the drought 

decimated the=. The zost southcrly of thesc herdsain at that tine drifted 

in large nusberi into Senegal. There t!hev found tenporary pastures to 

help build up their herds aliin. in the process escaping the official 

livestock requisitions which had aga!n becoz extrely bhr4ersom during 

the war. Thvy veri- also ahh. to get better pr'-cs for their animals, and 

even to find -.,ork in the Sencgalese towns or ,"llages.
 



It was also during this period that peoPle tegan to *.ttle In the
 

urban centers In steady, appreciable nurA^r.3. AccoidinE to DubiW (1954),
 

hetween 1939 and 194. the population cf 'all Hoorlsh tovns grew 400?:
 

Port Etienne clinbed fros 500 to 2,000: Ttdjikjr grew fram 1.000 to 5,000;
 

and as for Atar, it began to look like a real otly, etc. 
As yet none of
 

this was of earth-shaklang significance, but It M'd signal the start of a pro­

cess whose culm-ination -an nov be seen: curren:ly, alnost 25t of Mauritania's
 

total populatior Is settled in the urban centtrs.
 

From the persnective of the analysis of -.
igratorv movements, v(- night
 

therefore surm1'z: chat by its very logic this s tuation of "double dep4ndency."
 

aggravated by th-,! society's chronic cycles of crises, results in a "liberation"
 

of the work force, which then becones available for c'*loyrent. Naturally,
 

this "liberation" also affects products as well -s 
li'.estock, which tends to
 

becone Increasingly ccomercialized. All this in 
turn his repercussions on
 

nigratory movernnts. 
So mich for the general schc= W. The question nov is. 

how do the auchanis" referrel to actually work in the society I How do exis­

ting social relationships get sufficiently unraveled to facilitate this kind 

of "liberation",)
 

2.1.2. 
 Th.- Evolutior of Dcpzndent Labor and the 'Lberation"of
 
theWork rorce
 

Mauritania's $qcieties share this cocoo. trait: 
in their precolonial
 

history the codes of labor organizatien which ty-'ified' the-n were hierarchical
 

and dcpndcnt md.os. 
 To b. specific, slavery was widespread in each of these 

societies. In addizion to slavery t" rv. v-.r-' other forms of dependent labor.
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such as the serf labor of the Moorish Haratln, the vassal labor of the 

Zenaga, the depenfmce of landless peasntr on landowners, etc. In itself
 

the dependent character of these fcrns of labor ori-nization vas an obstacle
 

to the "liberation" of the york force thus exploited in a contextual frame 
-

work of doseieic political relationships incoematIhle vith wage labor. Nov 

in the colonial period there vas 2 steady corrosion of thi.se dependency ties. 

In turn, the loosening of forner bonds helped 'liberate" the work force and ­

gave the moveoent avey fron the countrysido.added nosentum. 

The Zenagn "avre a specific strattrm of MIoorish society. Working as 

herdsmen, or as piln cultivators In the ncrth, they were technically free men.
 

gut they ter,( bondcd :Lcpay various fees Ir kind, that is to say in the for 

of antnals for -et ,ra nilk, dates. c'.reals, Ltr., to Rassani families. 

their overlords. .ot ,ti.es they also h3 to pcrfor. unpaid labor for them, 

In Moorish society this form of economic dependence was closely tied to the
 

political system of th. E.irates a d to the rover of the Hassani 
The way it 

evclved was to dc;'%nd on the -tnner in vhich the colonial adninisteation 

progressively yoked :his whole nolltIc..l sy.te- tc To startits own needs. 


vith, the colonial ad.i~nitr.tion left tht. svst- of tributary payrents in­

tact. In so doinv, it was -otivated by the desire to seduce the Hoorish var­

rnor stratum into helpinp It against the ,'nti-colonial dissidents. The colo­

nial administratio was also unvilling to risk A rebellion vong the varniors 

thetselves. Hevertheless. it did be.co-e the practicc for the tributary fees 

Increasingly to get cmtuted Intc cash pay-nts. rurtherzore, :he Zenaga 

began to protest agzinst h-ving to -ke th. na)-ents in The first place. Not 

only that: very often they -.ctuilly fled fron their -asters in order to avold
 

..
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having to make these payments. Thus the political ascendancy formerly en-

Joyed by iHassani was progressively weakened. In the north, this weakening 

became complete vith the exilt (as a dissident) of the Emir Sidi Ahmed and
(25) 

his subsequent death. In addition to this political weakening, the fact
 

that the tributary fees wert getting comted intc casn payments made it 

inevitable that they would come to look rather like a duplication of the 

colonial tax. All this engendered a serious crisis in these tributary
 

relationships, making them a chronic source of tensions and conflicts In 

the Oeriod between the tw World W/ars. The 1942-1948 crisis d 1t the 

tributary relationships thi ir c de sr,-I Hard hit b7 the drought and 

by economic privation, the Zenag herdsmen increasingly refuscd to pay
 

tribute. For their part. the Iassani warriors. mpoverised and with no 

access to political power, werc Inpoto-nt to enforce th.-.ir privileges. The 

redemption of the hurma tribute (neaning th lifting of the tributary obli­

gation in return for tlx- paym-nt of a ccntractual fce), a process organized by 

phe colonial administration, started In Trarza in 194b an- ended in Adrar 

in 1952. Thi Z!naga libcrated as a result of this exercise s'%Jled the num­

ber of small. autonomous Moorish herdsn,.n, roving with then on their traps­

humance treks, and also following the sanc production orientation. In this 

wry !Ivestcck productior for the sarkvt got a boost. 

As for the Iassani warriors. ot rh% time of the rtdeoption exercise
 

they received large sums of oncy. worth over 3,000.004 francs at that time. 

(25) P. Bonte, Cahier d!'tuds Africaines. rublica-ion p. nding. 

.. I.. 
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they received larg' sums of noney, worth over 3,0.00)O0 francs at that time. 

But colonial adninistrative reports note, vith perhaos a note of chagrin,
 

that they did not 
usc the wency to acquire livestock capital. They there­

fore went as bankrupt i-s befor, In very little tin, but with the difference 

that nov they had lost their principal source of incwe. 

Another formI of dependent labor characteristic of .Morish society Is
 

that of the lParat!n. 
 !:ost often these are forwvr slaves, nov frec-d, and 

vorking as faruers. In the southernnost reaches -f 4Iorish sceietv, the 

Haratin nake up ms ruch as 80 of the a'oulation. Their relatiomships wich 

their former nesters are partly politricnl, teking the form of integration in­

to the lattor's trti ,s as a specific stratm :ird partly econonic: the
 

lHassani varriors end - 7 avv.ra narabo-'-ts (both the varrier group and the 

warabout group hn H-r-ttin nts 1,prJdyeJ entit­l.td. tenure privileges 

ling thmen to pirt of :"w Par,'tin h-rvest uf-n 10%. In the colonial period
 

the Dolitical bonds v.r, gradually s'v:rci tht !iaratin tended Increasin;ly 

to escat.t the control ,f zh, ir t1stcrs a.-. to lork for (ree land. Wv have 
alrcadv discussi,: :hb ;lov -o-,thvard sltid vhick brlns ni rous 8aratin 

groups into :tall. ;- v crosnin? :ht, Ri'.-r Into , The relatively 

fluid character of tr1'mt-rv ,aynv'ts r -­ ,ults frft- -xtritly varied types of 

evolution. At t. r!,,- of extrow <inlictn , -. av distin;-uish three 

- Sme Har t'!r ; roups very Jef lnl' ly iban!a their tribal links. 

This is true of the 'tar.tinwo hv.te Inhabit:e ci-rtaln -art; of the Senv-al 

River vmlley for a lon timc. ,:xaipl . irw tnh le-eadb-i llaratr., situated 
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between Boghe and Kaedi, south of Braknr. The old tributry pnyments are 

transfornied into "presents" of a nore or less voluntary kind, tined to co-

Incide with visits paid by the forner :w1ste.rs at harvest time. External 

pressures are not very strong, but these R..ratt- are often 	small-scale 

pr ducers Involved in a diversified but fragi!e economy, consisting of
 

small 	 livestock herds and tiny plots of land. Amrng thc, labor igrations 

are extrnpolations of transhunance trips. In th. dry season the fmailles
 

settle rear Senegalese or 4auritaninn Villages, doing odd jobs that bring
 

then 	odest cash incoacs.
 

- inother cases dependency relationships are naintained ina nore 

oppress. ve fashion. This -,w.y bc due c1ther tn the fact that the forner 

masters enioy greator political status, or that the political relationship
 
(26)
is reinforced by a religious on,. 
 Santoir (1973) overlords. In all
 

such tascs a large portion of production is allenated: as a result, the
 

friglit," nf the economy is correspondingly -.
orsened.
 

- The ilaratin who work or. the Tagant tnd Adrar palm grov s belong­

inF to 
their former n-istcrs forr a category unto thertselves. Traditional­

ly work rontrazts in these areas wer-v 
eiser of thc Khxxts sharecropping 

varietv, :ntitline, :ht :1ster tr 20. of the hirvest, or of the co-planter 

type, vhich after scn- :!e voul4 .ive the tiaratin farrer title to scue of 

the tr, s he lad plantcd. tf not t.. - portion of land. In this case one 

decisiv. factor of evolution was th- Introductidon of wtor pumps.
 

(26) 	 S# C.J. Sintoir, L, V"glon du LA* Rki. cvcloz:vld, 'aS.M,, 
Dakar, 1973. 
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development vhict spurred the Prowt -f wul;c labor. 'n the Adrar region, 

this happened in the 1950 s. Currently the following varie firms of labor 

exist amng the Ilaratin - th-.re !rc =all 'eodins --ith a ceuination of 

labor practices that =ay also b.. foun,, independontly; there jr sharecroppine 

arran$Lzients, and there i tiwge laber. 

Later on we shall res-iw t04t an-lysts of the flaratin situation, and 

look at th spei.ial features of -..igraatory rnovce-cnts within tbi!; social group. 

Right now, we need only oint oai that in this social Group which is clearly 

disadvantaged as revardr access to thc =eans of production, esrec.ally land 

wrk patterns ;ire evolving in su-'t a w.y o to make these prqd-tcers progres­

sively 3utenocouc. A5 a result. they find zhixscives in (firct ronfrontation 

%rith tht. necluinis~t of :h. narlet econiv. 

Stil! tht :=,st i~portrint -!L . art thnse &,iolvin- :l; evolution 

of slavc la-ir, a phenoc.enon ra.ip.-nt in il.of Iiuritanit' ._ socictics. 

The sbno itivn of slavery tii3 -,,ffti. i.l colonial position, ir fact. it 

serve , :'.,!of the Justiiicatinn., :', r co,?nial conquest. [Nit Ivt , tht 

seate. prin!;.rlc and the acrual ,--itura1 practict- of the L-0tonll ;Idminis­

tration, therv vas a gap. nc satl a -it g I., difficrt:nt e',lution 

of slave2ry in deffer.nt czthniri- i tu'. thi. -v.ilustra:ts uiscr1 

or." rh:, Moors, th. sl,'v.:; id) nu--,4:r far fLw.-r nei .lh,KItrat in. 

Formerly, thicir function ve~i t.' pr-'vide !i-ily units with ir,'.ry labor, 

in the ric!icrt fa=ilies, theiy eit: -ore tKhn jat provid, supp!oajntary labor 

they ,lid all the uork. It this , thcr. thi ,volution of .:v lior is 

linkcd to :l e evolution of t!c faoLiy it-it. In on w..* or a:otilr Iepvndinu 

on th,' f-!-ily - unit's s!0. :.n mt-ntining - ccrtait ccernazr or f,Iitic.%l 

statiHs tLee old slav%-.artir -ci )L:uship slL.%V. ai :h. fr-.a .urvivc 

-a.I 
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status, these old slave-caster relationships have survived in the farn of 

dowstic relationships in both senses of the te. Quite often, too, the 

Abid worked for his caster, but nnt necessarily vithin his farwly. When, 

as was common in the Sojth.-rn regions of the country, the Abid v.rked as 

a farmer, his situati>n tended to resech e that of th. 1lartzan, writh the 

crucial difference that there vas a t-enlenc7 for th, :str. W.0 of course 

was also the landlord, to sppropriatc i .rything th Abid produced. As a 

rulethe colonial adinistration was extrtsAly accomodating on the issue 

of slavery In !Morish society. In sou- in.ttanc:.,s it actually acted to frus­

trate the emancipation rventnt, sometizes v.,'en hunting vscaptd slaves 

and turning them -ver to their vastcrq. On occount Pf al this, liberatior. 

was an vxtrem.aly slov rrcces, and as for the 'lib.,ration" of the work 

force tied ap in the institution of flawry, it to- was a very slow process, 

-rong i'i ft 4d out of the -vol-Ition of :ne 4r'wrth :'anly unit itself. 

In the (-nd. the_. inxbtlitv of the mvt:r t nnintnin !:i Abid ilavc Was 

is mich a cass,, of ,zancipatien a,; th,: slavs' o-izn aItation for frevdon. 

Actually, In -ny !n.tanc.s the for-er ildlvi-: ihavL " the -ost dcprived 

produc.r5. To survive, they r forc.d to s, ll the!r Lhb:r power under 

nost disadvanta-cous conditicas. and th ir ,,uiti'n on the lishor "3rket is 

naost unenviabie. 

In the blac' -fr.!can secieties. ever . ,u h elx-,,irv liv s 

ltked to docestic productlon. th- qucstion of A(-v.vrv azpear' In -i very 

different aspect. Acong both thc 'ioninkt and tMe ro-ccileurs, in precolo­

nial tizes slaves for(.-d stzeabl.. of 1cnL.stic orki. portion the --- force. 

Sowatires, in thv. l~y.hest aistr-cratic fr-i~i.i-;; . sjpnlied al! the 

http:produc.r5
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14cor. Amn the Toucouleurs the rapii. brea.kup c( the coresidential hous,, 

hold production tralt &~j~njance d the oc~al ema,.aiptiton of the s laves 

(Lmaclube).- Thenmeforth theV beenaw an .3utonowus socizI str,3tum. On the 

other hand, $Inw-aaste.r depuendency ridationstp1s It.ve beeni relaced by 

other depe'i4'.ey relationships based on eff, ctiw. Lin- t !nur,- They own t 
dieri lood. arA e%-%n some recentlv clearc4 fonho$ land4. But 3s a general 

rule. they 3re still de ?bdent on thcir formmr masters for access to land 

(HlSOES study).
 

LAOND DIFTMUTION ACMFD.!SC TO W~IAL C.ATEGORY 

Modt --f 3CCHSs Pvnt f rayzent (or Jo~i nt !a=i;y -rhodTol
 
tC0 land jright to fi r?.flandholding 

Torodo 4~ 2-'.5~"1*25 
 12~~1

Ito 5 z 1001 

1) Tot;! wittia !ajizutur .cii 

In t~np% tvt-5,.. tai say that i::cngt t%- kucoul(-urs th': ,mster-s1.jye 

relzirs$:-Li 1-.ve virpiely rt-pkotced by 1 rv-i n Lss nt relat­

ship. I- necw J p- rdcnev jini vith -sitt i I. f r-. ft'x th. 'kind Pf 

sharecroping lmnr 3s n= eienv to tithit- I Mt;:nnvn'1le a ntimber 

of prejudiccs 4!'-ut the serv1iit% of thq f.-r-n~- slvkf pkr- tst. 

In SonirJke s'ncler-. the ~asland t(nur, v very. cdfferent. A~ccess 

to land was ;,c1iticaily contrell, -4 y coitin laiv-nin, iristicrattc lin':44e *tOUPS­

http:depe'i4'.ey
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the ss of frt-C P*or'le hJU- sufruit rights. the evolution of slave labor. 

which was lust its lportant, vas also very 4iffcrent . Amng the Soninkt,, 

slaves wre the property of the head of the extended fazily, the Kisgmme. 

They formed an es.ential part of the p.-rking order within this fasily; unit, 

the Ka. The slaves, a ruthlessly exploitcd group, very soon rebelled . 

against their nasters, sometimcs d*srztilg theu en massc. This develop­

!unt undermind the outhority of the r3F e and helghtcened friction levels' 

in relations between elder and younger age groups, between Ka heads and 

their dependent mlt relatives. Social status sems relatively riLidly
 

defined, so the forcr slaves (Koso). here as a.ong the Toucouleurs, remain 

deprived of access tc land. except for dieri land, which is easy to cow by. 
(27)


(In one village they ovned 50-93t :f tht dierl land). Ulthin a context of
 

ongoing social tensions, th" rensin economically very dependent on the 

f(elly heads vhc want t.- use th*ir labor p'ewr to build up and p.erp~tute 

th-ir own -ovcr within t. fanily. 

The cv'wlutlen of master-sla&e relationships also takes the forn of 

the slavs ,'scaping from the w.hly,- ich v th.- context for most slave 

labor. But. th*. nast!r-slave relationships persist i. diiffrent, nore erce­

nary guises s,:ch as wag. labor, lnd r,-ntlnK arraingeents etc. On account 

of this the slaves do not exhibit chractristics on:- I.ht cxpcct from 

tht'sc social strata nost (ffe.ctd by coloniaiisa by 'virturk- of their having 

teen the wst deprivcd nbrn of the society, the -,-ast cm.itted kin­to 

ship relattonships at th.. bsc of the society's ;rJuctlon systen. 

(27) Informition -bt-sint from the Wir 'r.t St.y entitled R.ppo.t d'acti­ni 

vit; et Jc r,ch rch., 197. 
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Quite the contrary they Are soetimes relatively "conservative". They 

are slower to get involvzd In nigratory ovvnents, and they seto more noti­

846d to reek access to land th-n to s4ek Any kind 
.f totil, Inmdiate 

social cmncipstion. 

WJhetever th 
situtn may bc with recgrd to sl.ive labor, in .aurl­

tanWs 
different societies d&pndent labor rel.itionships generally follow 

the s'ie pattern: In the first place the social and politic-t! fraxswork of 

these dependency relatienships gets broken up; then th. Asolrte relationships
 

are rplacd vith forns -f libor 
xplolttlon bisd n igs oir csh piy-- ­

ments. In both cases this means th producers are ;ut in wr incrasingly wea­

kcr position: cut .drlft !rr. their traditional moorings, they find them­

selves In en extrezely dIsfdvinti&,,ous position in the wrk..t ecnoy. 

Thcs, processs thus g,.rllv contribute to the "ltb-:r.tLn'"cV th work force. 

I n 4isrt order, '!,-r-.r . ss. thy h'nhanc.- inong%I: ,igr4ticn thlt . 

sccilA citcgorle s. 

?.I.3. The t<vl ;t ct -oesti: Labor Patterns and th< 

No matt.r hcu i-Pertant thz. diff..rent f rm-s -.f -. pendent labor r . 

In Mauritinia's various. scle .i.s virk is organtica tr(und the fially unit. 

That Is the prod.uctlon 'nit. tht -cnsu>r unit, th,- unit hnndlesind which 

the appropri tIon cf th- prin,:1p,-.! m:.-i -f pro uction. What this !atns 

is that labor reltlcns ire Ls,. n inship. Kinship in the first place 

deterulnzs daily v o nd r,>uctitn rout incs caviring such fktalls as 

firm workteans, hvrd duty .tir.. But yttd . kinship riaifies into a 

vider, lin.-bc trib-:tl strrctur.. And this structure pl.o s .­i part 
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in deter-:Ining conditions of access to collective neans of production for
 

e&ch faily unit. TIM 0.an"roductiOn thus Involved i.nclude villageoP. 

land, river waters, f(ithing banks etc. In cclon!al tines these domstic 

relationships undewent changes In both hw inmelate plarning of work rou­

tines and the collective deterninrtlon of accesr te produztton facilities. 

In Moorish society the fOuly, takeni as a produ:cion znd consmption
 

unit, was relatively s4ll. Exceptlons devl".e in cases where the failly's 

nunbers were swollen by the addition of Ioewold slaves. A core elaborate 

division of labor becamc pr.act il only at the Level of the settlesent, there 

coopcratcin was the rule for such tasks as !lvestock rearing, herd protection, 

caravan asqeablage arAd fa:-.mlrk organization, etc. Farmork was nost often
 

restricted to one specific pha%L in the cycle of nigratory and transhumance 

novtents. Wlithin any settlvent eah fanily CnjoyS a great sasure of auto­

nosy, and 13 fre. to c,"sc its 'v. neighbor.hced. Mwont often such choices 

are determired by kinsn'.p or ratr--onial tt!,.. ,h- .iutoncmy is linked with 

the close n,.-lationship ':tuver (.ilies x:, their liv.stork herds. The fani­

ly is the un!t -.- nanzcr the herd. Ce.tF'- 'ther hand,that both ns and 

pasture access and access l + v¢ ticn aret c r.'. cct facilitles deter-ined 

by .tumbrshin nf muc. t. th. -rb.bc the Entrate.lar-cr u:-Irs as .'r And 

such access dpe,-s or, tti crc~ijc.yr',.tatus. It is pre­ltit1,1ies -Inj 

cisely it this lvvl that depe;dWnzy -.- !atloxihip-z ccm Into optration, in 

such for- as th. Hassani a.istcc.a:q' pcct,ictin o! t'.ir Zenaga vassals: 

the g£urant< they giv. thc l.tt.'r -f acc.st o'. t:r. landi the financial 

control exercis,'4 by thi- for-.r .t- thc iLaratln. !.c. 

http:crc~ijc.yr
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Since colonial tts s tvo main factors hav docLnatcd the evolution 

of domestic labor: 

- The breakdom of Moorish societx's political framework:
 

WJe have already discussed thce 
effects of this breakdovn in connection with 

the development of the notion af territory. Political relationships govern-


Ing access to land disappeared. 
 In their plact. the colonial administration 

instituted direct controls cver mvement: th 
nw isctn gave producers a
 

great deal of latitude, save in cxceptional c1rcuv:ances. T71 only rights
 

left 
intact were usufruct rights, strengthned by own,:rship rights over
 

nan-de water outlets, such rights 'elonpln.g to the tribe, tl'' clan, even 

the family wtc made the particular outl.:tc. This breakdown reinforced the 

autonoty of faxl1y units. 
 In the course of tin. It hiJ the effect of bring-

Ing the status of producers in line with that ef s=all-scale hcrdsmen in
 

control of their own 
labor pover a.-A herds, producing directly for the nar­

ket. 4, w- havie th principal obstacl. in th- way cf such develop­a 


sent was the opposition b.-tveen 
 th,- Iaratln aM.nd their formber masters - an 

opposition kept aive by virvuc of the land tenure ri.?hts still enjoyed by
 

the Bizant.
 

- The close associaticn of faullis with th, Ir herds and the ipor­

tant role nov playc.d ty the livestock tradi =k . U' 1 second factor in the 

evolution of 4oa-stic labor. rhT two fa.tors work tortther to ease the pe­

netration of aarket rclationships and th- cish nexus, plus the rise of
 

forus of privitc proFerty. In rapid order differ--t scholars have noted 

the penetration of all gvctorb of -.cnonic !ifo, by t., -arket .,Conoay. 

Contrarv to what happens in black Africin st-ceia,;. farmland has thus 
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become a cash commdity; it can be sold. And traditional fees and paymemnts 

have nov been comuted to cash. though, ;erv again thc iaratin provide an 

exccption, still making paywents in cereal.
 

In pc.clods of crisis this pcnetrution of :%arktet relations ind the
 

cash nexus leaves the producers, that is to say th. fanily tmits, s9..mhat 

at the w.rcy of thv- Iaws of the aarket place. The boorish paterfamilias may 

lose his livestock herd as a result of a period of drought; hc amy justor 

find himself forced to sell his aninils. In either case the family head,
 

thus having lost his principal neans of production, is increasingly reduced 

to one last resort: nigration, the townward +rift. the search for different 

sources of Incom-. This is what happened during the last drought, a situa­

tion which brought about a profond traneformtion vithin pastoralist socie­

ty. 
 In the preceding pi:vroi other factors 43d rltigatld these risks of In 

proverlsh:ent. There were econonic factors such as thy- search for supple­

!wntary incoues, partcipation in trade, far-inz a=t! th' transportation 

business. There were also employent opp;rtunics In the ir-y or In the 

goverrmcnt !urcaucracy. Finilly ther,: Ae:e inccme or;ortunitics connected 

with tt-& ciutatlon of prevous statutory rights Int- cash pyments, and 

incowes d,.rtv.!d fron relil~ous activities. Then there wer., social factors. 

such as the nlntnance of bxrrwxr-lend,,r rlat!cnships or CVCn donor-r-­

ciplknt rzlatior.ship , %ich -dc It osIblh !to hull-! up herd strengths ­

again. at leart to sone <.Attnt. Th-s,' rclatlehips wv!r supplc~knte by
 

tW possibility of %:"Plov'nx*t Is sh.-herds zntitlc! b right to i percen­

tigc of the flock on a yearly basls; b,, patrcn-clhit arrange:cnts; and by 

a whole ginut of rules . nsurlng th -;,cial rt.-istributton of vWalth -- rules 
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linked vith kinship and social status. Bv virtue of these rules, social 

Sroups that acquircd a dcminant position flrough centrol of the market, 

I.e. the %archants, would .qtrzdily c-rvc for theaselves a andsocial poli­

tical position cvmbensurate with their ecenomic powr. 

In the black African societis the lati~ . of dcmstic labor has 

followed a very different pattern, In przcalontil tines, household organi­

zac,:, among the Toucouleurs and the Soninke ihared sone co=non features.
 

The extended fanily, which Aenbractd several conjugal families, was both a
 

production and consumption unit. Within it vork relationships were strict­

ly hicrarchized according te sex age group. family jointly managedan Tht 

property such as livestock or slaves, or workkd land which it held in coo­

son. Land access rightA w-rc also deternined at this lev'el. As we have 

already pointcd out. these land access rights uere strictly hierarchized
 

and controlled by a specific sccial group In both societii:.s. How ver, 

household organization *=onr.the Toucouleurs -nd tu SnInke cxhibitvd cer­

tain differrnc. during the colonial pi.riod, Its volution in the two 

societies followd divergent paths. 

Among th, Toucoulcurs the gall. or vx,.,.Hcd fa-1ly unit comprises 

several conjugal f.ims, kno,,n as foyre. Rul.s c'v. rning access to land 

are exceedingly vartid. Th. .xistenc, of lar-. . .idholdings, with their 

roots in political acts 3f redistribution, !s zvld,tcc that especially in 

the Toucouleur hv-artland. social differentlaticn Isi% phenomznon of long 

standing. In addition. wvewents that, at :h, beginnine of the 20th century, 

opened up new arable land, ha¢ also .nh-nc..AO th, cro'ation of privat. pro­
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perty. 
According to thL 1957-1958 ?ISOEcZ study, in the Toucouleur country
 

takQn as a bole, 
32 X of farus bclong to thosz who till thm. In the
 

oldest inhabited are.is this p rintage drops down to 2'A Z; but downstreau,
 

that is to say, in recently s"ttled areas, it shoots up tc. 
70 2. Tradition­

nal modes of land acquisition nawJ!y,-h piyn-nt of ft cs to the holder of
 

faming rights, are ignored except ir 21.5 'tof cases studid. 
by contrast, 

leasing and shareholding arrangements (reapatien4.are very well developed, 

accounting fcr 37 2 of farns. (In the elder areas the figure is 40 2; in the
 

never downstream areas it is 2S 2). 
 To all intents-and purposes, it sees as 

if landed property-holding differentiations havc provided a basis for a new 

social and econcoic differentiation. This diff,:rentlation kept intact the
 

old forms of indiviJualized appropriation; 
at th.i saw tine, itr sharpened 

th,! conflict bctv*.cn landlords and landcss p-asanrs. ThsOC tvo aspZcts of 

the evolution of landed prop .rty help 
 disintegrativ 


the extendth f.itlY, the ll..-


,-jdct ilenMts into
 

the resulting distintegration w-irked to the 

advantage of the sualler fanily units, tht foyre, -Alcf,in fact were the ope­

rative worling units. Adnltt-dly ther.- s.fll rziintd collecti-. extended 

family landel property or yow-r. whos. .-n-g-:ent -nd !.-hr-tAz.cc W're col­

lectivc. But these farrs vre r, portloneA wi.t',In the Ciaily. %rd w-r not 

cultivated by =Lans f c'llcctiv. extended family !at 'r. Thc dir.ction 

taken by the failv in do=stic labor azzong tht TL1ucruleurs i- "h!lrcfor­

that of a strengthrnini of th., nuclear fa-iv's furcrns at -,he -,xp-nse of 

the extended !.=ilv, tht S . Rising .netar- d,=r-Js, wh~ch airc at the 

root of the flight fron the,countrvsitb, ar -xist.ntiallv exp.ricnced at 

the level )f the- nuclear fanily .ai a budg,-t.ry :nt.. Land tk.nur. iff.rcn­

tiation and pronounced s~ciai and.­ c. noai In-qlitivs -ak, th- 4,itu~atlon of 

http:hr-tAz.cc
http:bctv*.cn


social categortls additionally hazardous.sow But, far nore than statu­

tory considirntions, the principal factor is th3t o;f invq,.alities In land 

holdings. This explains thtu fact that In the cour3,1 t;f HISOES studies it 

was found tht th. ;crcentatv of nigrants hIgLer aznrg allvas the castes 

situated upstrcan than nong those dx-nstrean: atong th,, upstrean groups 65 

out of ev 'ry 100 ales ab e 14 y, rs -d bed sigratiJ at least once; but 

smog thy downstream grcups the corr~sp ndinS fjure vas 35.4 out of every 

100. ,Uverthelesfi, a.ng t down-ttrana castes, the .ljtiube migrated mor­

often (45.6 out of 100) than the Torobe (37.5 out of 10G). 
 In the upstream 

regions wherc landhlding differentiattons Inherited from history are 

strongvst, the proportions are reversd-
 0 Z :ncng th. Natiube, 70 1 among 

the Torbe. 'ndcr thvs, circu.tances, it biccves cl..ar that though Tou­

couleur uigrations ir.vlv. ntt- young rmles, it touchts =Arrizd men quite 

as such as bacheorq an,. rvIpdly turns into ,i aigratory .ovetw-t involving 

whole fauies.
 

Anong thL inninkc d-estic labor sr . '--,rlved -. ry differently. 

There the extended fianlil 'rc.tp. callJ the Kz% "t! btlywas Ptructurcd un­

der the auther!ty of tht clder, ca~ld th, E. Th. Lagic= was the 

group's manager. His iut.critv Lvzr slavs.th, whc in tiies past supplied 

a large part ffdorsttc lab-r, vi, 4bsolutc. Hc al: ce.ntrmlld th'C 

harvests obtained fr'c vhIlectiv-ly %tcrk~d !an.i askne.-. tukhor%. .cn 

and ,-zen had us. cf i.dividu.il olot- call.- -alu for :,t:n and yakharintc 

for w n. tbc-Aen's plots wr .v-':1r, but they hd a ccrtair =- unt of 

control over their la-r ard !ts res-ltant har-vst. 4zc:,. 1c-v-r, vere ob­

liged to uork -r cAII.ctiw: ?lot. , thvn bcloing ton c.a fanily vldurs, 

http:i.dividu.il
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before finally gettinx to work an their own plots. Ncr vas hat all: th.
 

crops harvested frce the hen', individual plo4 vre also subject to the 

!Mme's c'ntrol. This rigidly hierarchical organizattnn of dom-stic 

work encouraged the naintenancL of an extended fanily group, but only at the 

price 	of explosivc t nsons vithin the fanily nrganis.-.. Th.-- tensions
 

vre aggravated by the speedy flight of the slAvs, since the effect of this 

flight vas to nake much heavicr the hierarchical inpositions operative in 

domestic labor. gt h.:re again thi evoluticn took the forn of a degree of 

tdividualization whose chief characteristic vas the )'R1unmethat 	 lost con­
(28)


trol over the labor power of his nephevs. his 7-unit.r brothers' sons. 

In this contez, th departurc of nigrant vrkers again in search of cash 

income a departurt partly centrolled by f/ally lder-,. see s fr--c the point 

of view of young Ales In .4-epervient -ituation .t hoce t," v'ffcr a possibi­

lity of advancement, a m-xtns to esc.!w the control )f th -ldurs. Among the 

Soninke then, :ao'r than ai-%n th*y Touctuleurs, and of cnrse far core than 

anong the .oors. the migration optl n bcc.m! a zaj4"r aspect af i conflict 

festering vwthin th, fanily. At atakc in this cnflict was the individuali­

zation rd rhe "liberation" of the work f:rce. This nigh '. Ib-xpla.. 

tfon of the paridoxical As cts if Soinki. n1ir:tzry Mvc ente- wholewiale 

departur:,; on th en hand. and th., -inflict-genratcin q..r;ettjation of so­

cial for.s of patdntly prc-marker ofloci' typ . 

(28) 	 Polle andWintar, LA S.-cl t..t Soninke (Dyahunu. M I1) 
Univ.'rit( !,- Rrux,.llke,. Inst it't d. ~oeI.1971. 
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This rapid analysi. of dcp.mdent and doxcstic tvpvs of labor afng 

KauritanLa's variL societies has u.nabled us to showi that the phenomenon
 

of vigration b.longs within a Vidur context-
 the contcxt of a ouch uvre
 

general process of th. liberation of the ibtor force, which involves a
 

whole ranSe of econmic and social changs.
 

Higraticn i. scmotis.-e th. cul:;Ivnation of this process. This is 

the,casz a ng the Moors, her.aligration was a responso- to tht paupariza­

tion and expropriation of producer,- batter.4 by -rket forces during the 

last critical phasc brought about .by the rccent drou~ght. Migration can
 

'Iso in itself constitute an csqcntial factor in t::is process, helping to
 

disnantc rightly hicrarchiz,. distic structurss anly parzially shaken
 

by vArket forces and th, ,-ash nexus. That is th,_ cast: anong the Soninkc. 

Before ovin,; an to a d,.-,:pvr study 'f the rql. of nigratory phnoona in 

thtsv diffcr,.nt scietis : shall tak. a 1.r;ok at other factors which h-%W 

recently ccntributcd te th.: rural ex,du F,.Ither spteding it up or channcl­

ing it in n,:v jlrcctins. 

2.2. The Creatien of a Vap,* Stetor in 4auritania 

In Mauritania th:e creation of a va-% u,!ctcr. in other wrds the crea­

tion of a natic.al labor nark, t, I. r !.ttively r.cent. It beSan Just after 

the second VorlJ Var. but kn.. no s,rious "evelcpent till the 1960's. That 

wras wh.n industrial .nterprises v~.r.* cstablib., and the independent state 

of Mauritania vas founded. 

After the Secor.d Vorld 1.ar ithr.vvr. a nu=),or g f changes in. 

http:natic.al
http:diffcr,.nt
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colonial conwIc options. TyTically, :herc vas nuch heavier investment 

Iron the w-tropolc, uspcially on the infrastrurtural level, through the 

agency of such organizations is FIDES. Concurrontly, r. "policy of deve­

lopment" was A141Arated. In addition, rrincc constructed 9eW nIlitary faci­

lities, rnotatly during the Algerian War. An.! finally, =inralogical sur­

veys er- also b-un. All this brought abo*tt a certain amount of develop­

*.nt of the, wng- ,rket. thou.h the developsnt vas so-il! very nodest. It 

is truc that at tha: tizA there vas an incipient urban boom, especially 

ar und Atar, which wns indisputably in thi. ascendant then. But in its 

overall direction the =igrator drift, spceding up juntt then, was alcost
 

tholly pointed tovird Senegal. 

Aftr the HIFERA nincs &rc coctssicntd in 1952. and especially 

after all the nvcesniry groundvork had bl-n cooptolr1 in 1963. the situa­

tion was set to chang. I th the- creation )f SOMIYA (founded in 1967. in 

operation in 1971) the nedern i4:tor grc steadily. An additional contri­

butio3 factor wi': the building of - fibing,-rt at Nouadhibou betveen 

1965 and 1968. W4. shall tr~at th, problc. -f :=ioy:%. nt in this mXern 

sector lse*1here. For nnv .w shall lv prer, :it : few statistics which 

give an overviLu !t tht d'evelvp,2nt of thi- s.tuation pr-or to the drought. 

Betveen 1959 and 157i thes. jobs grew fro= lS00 "- 12,PMO. Of these the 

nines accounted for 5O0fl. Jobs in th- adninistrat i,.e burcaucracy reached 

1971. thin t thK .o:al in7$00 in 7c ii. add cf jobs the category 

dubbed "the unsr-nict.ired od,,rr, sctor.' 

.. 1 



- 78 -

This sector Includes all artisans, an4 ancillary jobs dependent on the ur­

ban bureaucracy. Only one study of this sector has b,:.n done. a study dated 
(29)


1977 and zxclus!vely focused on Nouakchett. 
 Thv s:udy covers 2.OOU Jobs 

in Nouakchott, of which 1,590 ar- vac-carnlng jobs. It gives an .stlmate
 

of 3.000 such Jobs for all ?Iuritania. This ai::ld give us in approximate 

idea of the ntmber oi vage-earning jobs In thc sector at that time: about 

3,500. The figure of 20,/) to 25.0, vo_--carnin; jobs 

of the 1970's should correspond to arn appropriat,: cr.kr )f argnitute if 

ag at the bzginning 

we 

include vase-earning day laborers, workers enrloyed .n piece-rate Jobs,
 

et al.
 

This figure lIoks disarmingl low. But the cxi:,tence of even that 

nuch of a labor market vas tc contributc In no mcasurv to tht redirection 

of nigratory currents, turning around tkhirthem frcm fLrrr extu~rnal des­

tination of points inside the national territory. 'We shall bc cxamining 

this turnaround later- but first wc- must sv a f wordsya about this wage­

earning population ItsIf, a group vit" its c-n sp vclfic evolutionary his­

tory. In doing this yv shall draw datann .athcr,,I in the course of studies 

cwnductc-d by ourselvvs In Z,.,u'ratt an! ouilhiliou in 1969 and 1970. The 

focus of thcsc studies iris on thc workin5-cluss popul.tion ef the to towns; 

but its conclusions miv to - c. rtain extent lustify .xtravolation, since the 

phenoch.on they highlight is prtciscly th, deci3iv, imrortancv of the wage­

earning candition.
 

(29) Nlhan and Jctirdain. '*. sctur n..-rjctur' - de Nauakchnt". 
in Revue International,: du Tr.v-'il. 1I17, No. (,.1974. 

http:phenoch.on


Thosc nigrants v,"'o scttled in 7ouerite and Sotsidhibou in the
 

early I'S')'s atid later vwr, 4o(tn first timl, :-irn- fror the coun­

tryside, though i nmritr ^f ther oid. tlr-Lady 4-mc or tu previous
 

!Iigratory trios int *'xrir-t toL-n lit.-. (knn the -.xrkc-s inter­

viewdin Zouuerate in 1 9, tir- preiit of such exi rienccd migr~nts 

%,ns 33'; in nou.--i bou, .'-- : i t wis praicct i.OI y v~i, sM ,) E',,PE
 

for ai smll nizrtcr of c:!ntr.ite vnk & th(- tbtrhrtj p
 

-rploved it th's rz-it ive i I~nou -el of iu-il ificA: in wort. low.
 

(in 116A 72" of 4'4TiA -- rkrs cirn~d Icss '-!f~ each,thin CrA 


ini their totit is %" t;-% prss tot:l. On the
i.41i-ntd to of 

oth~.r hind. 11' of Ci.:~. ~.st-u Furopr-ns, 1ver., p..,id 54)T 

of 0-~C EoMi.)'rt-i, 'vr~irs' -ttriil situi.-tion -6, .. 'ri difficult 

by rt-glIr ii ktiovi. l'uigv :rinlvyi- con~uct-A it. 7.ou-,rit.~ in 1198 

S!-'o t.It. 'n .'er 50 -b c:I'C.; stud ' tctw 'uts uxtr . 4%!fine­

tely in the rel, i4 'd to. nil ezvl :? xzri tco,7.- haid to b 

s5o'lgt from -.ucl- seurc-- *rtd, ,eirJening, even conzritr-wi huigrles, 

,IEC. AS A result, %vrvirf claiss fin',:eS W-ri in d,-t t'e the tune 

tof !;ev. ral -vin0t'~ v-. s. e-vt zz ,, ' r. ic,* viwol- Year's 

SAll tho- u~nt.- vai-'t freczcrvie -.r force --hile 

I iviti,, 4-ts "-i. re ri'in ilv ii . ftr 71-is'h , I itu~it ion 

VI (' ttvwasons i~'t i~ v~ tz'.rt.i n rhook th~e 

vige w.ii ri.. a rvil ly ', 'Iv boost. 

C 6"Fe -*I. n v1--Ct "f 0 ue !" rvx i..n 'Spite 0! tht.I t'. I t!'o 

diffi-Aztv of .t,''~ - triii -zituiti.n, ---,It- 'zAjtc sGen a rmr 

kn'le %-t-1iltiior t" xrIi*- --il'.t on ' tfen qoe% on to 



difficult sltiations wts to abindon 4obs and 
to held for other migratory
 

destinations, to go to other ccvs where they hoped t, fLid better paying 

jobsor even quite ainpily to go brck hor-c. VI',take this change in attitudes
 

to be a result of a procCss of Troletar1.%niz,%tion. 
 Such a process narks a 

definite break betv'en the old situation, In Citch nigrntlon3 were undertaken 

as a tactical neans for satisfvyng cth ne-iis, atu! the ntv situation, the
 

situation of wage e rning yorkers. 
 (In the case.-f the ninevorkers the break
 

was radical).
 

IA- us firs: .;u ;.ar.-e the principl data de.ling vi:h labor turnover 

in the .TYEVJA cor oratlon. 

T bI e 7 

Evolutfon of Virk,r Turnover at M1F7!Vt? by-Job Citegory
 

JCategory!~ 1961.7..
Y--7 4 -" .........
 97
 

___I __ i t_ _ 73 Z 24 t 

S2 62 !n . 1 70} 7 

s, ni 1. 6 4 1 

$5 25 nd 

S6 25 j 2 

Worker Total, V * 10.j 
_ _ 10.5 

Scurce: StWu by r. .onte, 1969-19;0. 

.1.~t 



Currently, personnel turnover rates anong Hauritanian Workers and 

Foresen are extresaely low. Even during the War they remaned low, annually
 

fluctuating betvwen 2, ex! 6;. This is in contrast vith the prevailing 

situation in the initial years, when Xauritanian personnel behaved so unsts­

blyas to jeopardise the continued functinning of the enterprise. An analy­

sis of reasons for resignations atnd dlsnissals at ,Nouadhiboubetveen 1966
 

and 1970 would be the bost vway to approach this issue. About 33 Z of Workers
 

who left the factcry wvr, diiuuissed. This percentage included workers on
 

probationary trial who did not nake the grade. Reasons for layoffs remalned
 

relatively uniform fron Fear to year: abolition or conversion of job posi­

tions: 5.8 %; inconpvtence: 4.9 2 insubordination: 2.6 %:desertion: 3.9 2; 

absenteels: 5 1; york-rule infractions: 2.8 7.By contrast, voluntary walk­

offs dropped sharrly. In most instances the causes vre failure to return 

from leave, unpreneditated resignation, trirs back urcountry, ?tc. Leaving 

.side such o*Jective reasons as nilitary service, health, etc., if we add up 

the various personal =otivcs we see that they play a progressively smaller 

role as tik, goes on. in 1966 they accounted for 53 Z of total departures 

and dismissa s: in 1970 they accounted for only 28 Z. The evolution of the 

turnover rate primrily refl.ects this falling off of voluntary waik-offs; 

secondarily, it r.:fl.cts the fact that the workers had heccebe better in­

tegrated ints the industrial systen. and thus iocmitted fuer ork-rule 

infract ions.
 

Initially, HIFERMA workcrs vere aigrant laborers in search of Jobs. 

As such they still =alntane-d their old beh.mrior natterns, and sote of then 

vished to return rcgularly to their nr!gInal homes. because they thaught " 
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of nigruion" as a s[op-gap measure. Under these circumstances, dissatisfac­

ciM with ley wage If/vels and working conditions aggravated the tendency 

to quit jobs.
 

Two develoyments changed this bzhunvior to 3pattern and remarkable 

degree stabill:td the working population- the first %ms the rrocess of pro­

leterLanizAtvI n- the second was the accepranc* by the workers themselves of 

their condition as wage earners. 

This %t's3 complex process related to the initial indebtedness of the 

working populatqon. After ill. to pay one's debts one had to stay on the 

job. Another ispect of this proletarianization process vas on-the-job pro­

notion resulting from the acquisition of 3 prcftssional qualification and 

the policy of .urtananization which got t spccial boost after .(IFERMA 

as nationallzed In 1973. Tablt 8
 

Evolution af ,Wetkcr Distribution at HIFEP.A ind S:!l1
. 
by 2eb Categories 

MOUADHIBOU I ZOERATE 

196. 1971, 1980 1964 1970 1980
 
Sl 28.3 .,.3 -7.1 2.1 1.3 
S2 14.6 28.: 15.6 25.7 15.8 13.4 

_ 3 19.4 19.3 19 16.5 22,.8 13.6 

$4 13 16.3 26 16.. 16.5 22.9 

S5 12.8 l;.l 15.4 22.921.2 20.5 


S6 
 9.2 J I.5 . l;.s 11.7 14.1 14.2 
HCi 1.1 ._ -3.4 7.5 6.2 10.3 

Total 100 100 # 1 In 12 100)? IOOt 
.laur i t in ian 1 1"0 769
 

SBurordenStu 15y . 110 7697 I22te. 
Sourced:. Study by 5r..Re nte. 196S-;o.7; S:¢IXd, .* 



A parlle! levelopetent was thit I series of benefits uert obtained
 

or improved, particularly in thc dowi of housing. These help\4 stibilite
 

the w'rkinx population. Kitny beh-.vior patterns. for instance consumption
 

patterns, hangcd. (W. sh%l return co a !iscussion of such changes in 

ch4pter 4). firlly. these mine orkers lradu.ll7 becaa.. consciou3 t'ivt they
 

foned i group with its own diatineuishing characteristict .and specific
 

intertsts. In' this regird, tl: turrins point cmae during the soc.ial struggles
 

which spread considerably betu-eer. 196C, and 1971. 4ore recent events such 

as t c ..rch 190 .srike at NouAdhit-iu. the call for whic' the auorkers res­

pected to a very great extent despite real political and ethnic schisms 

dividing the uorking pop lAition rivc Rn indication of the high degree of
 
awareness tl.it population bs of ita.eif z i group vith con interests.
 

'he reation and stabilization of a mrdern w-ge sect<.r in "uritania
 

affectc,! the development of a.-igrtory -.-vcr.cnts in iLportant ,y-..
 

ur.
'ave of urbaniAaticn 

tially tcv rd those rew urb-an cer.,rs v,hre the jobs vere zN"Iz f und . Souak­

chott, "'oudhibou. 7ouerate, and, iewvtat later. Akjoujt. T1uj5 thc urban 

rplalati-in f'rcv frc, 91.4M in *9'I trnc-tuven I0).O and 1)3 )Oand 200,000 

-arcRind 1971. (if .b# increise, :,.i.lthtzt iccountcd for 5.,MY to Au.OLV, 

rirzt. it gave rise to a .irccted essen­

';ouahibou for 20.000, and Zc-.':ritr totbetv-yen 1!,OW and 7'W 4X.) In part, 

thi irs.'se c.ime frr-' the reloc-i. of grcups alre.ady urbariz._L .one 

workers it the iininr cnterpris tresdy hid qualifications pr':iously acquired 

in jrbin are-s they .evea to .otuiV'i.-u or 7ouermtr4 ,;i prospec:s of better 

pay. -. i ex-l3ins uy a larr, -:_A.r , inhitbitints i. t.es- tonis '.hd 



already lived in 
town by the time of our study: 20 2 of the idults at Zoue­

rate, 30 Z it Nouadhibou. In parti'eular, a good nuaber of then hMd been to 

Dakir. Ir addition. quite a large numbcr also noved over fron Atar. Atar 

us-ed to be i busy econonic center during the colonial pcriod, and the con­

struction of an L-:ortant French military bnie there had resulted in the
 

dcv. lopent of ' vag& sector of some s!ze. But after lQ60 t/i town suffered 

a quick bust, and its wost active inhabitants mwed to Zoueratc, Nouadhibou 

or Nouakchott. 

Another consequence of the growth of this nodern sector vas that 

airaory movecents which heretofore hmd gone nlmost exclusivel7 to Senegal 

v.re redirected Into Mauritania'% nitien-il territory. This redirection 

iplied a reorgni--.tictn of the. . nal spac# itself'. .Son of the inhabi­

tants of these nev towns were also igrants vh- tad settled previously in 

Senegal; these wvre returning vith the hop.' ef finding better jobs or of 

putting the skilis they had ac'uired, to use In a less conpetitive enviro­

sent than the SineSalesc towns. 4,oreo.er, the rural exodus, Instead of be­

ing oriented exclusively toward Sencg..l, wculd ilso gt t redirected into the 

new .uritanLzn tcvns. In any cnse the InItLd inhabit.ints of these tons 

c-me from regions alr .ady involvcd in thc rur.al exodus during the prevlus 

period. Thus the ;wopulaticn ,4 Nouadhibou ir 1970, apart from the original 

groups And those fror Adrar, ais made up -f 4'-.rs from Tr.rza (13 ^) and 

Braika (12.1 2) as wAl as of H.ratin frm these sac regicni (10 %). iron 

the Toucouleur areas in KauritanIa irAd Senegal. etc. 

In the !krth, where the nining trans are, the rural exodus becime 

ptarticularly serious. and it resulted In :lccationthe en uasx. of 

http:4,oreo.er


pastorallst and nomadic groups In the new towns. 
Thus, in 1969, 75 7 of the
 

population of Zoueratc coaprised people from Adrar and Tirts. 
 In Noumdhibou
 

they vere 13 X of the population, while in Akjoujt they constituted a majo­

rity. 
This rapid descrtion of zgist of Xhe active population seriously dan­

Z'zd the pAstoral econcey as well as the palm Froves. 
 It also in the end had
 

a cuulatfve effect rosulting in the very clear depopulation of the region.
 

Right nov, more of the reg.ion's population live outside than inside this
 

region.
 

The creation of this modern vaWRe sector has had a third effect on a1­

grat6ry movemnts, an effect due to tht- fact that the wage-earning class 

has been spread out over nev townsa rider area. The became centers of
 

ttraction for nany nigrAnts 
 - nly looking for ork, buz also some who came 

to .o.k help fron relatives or fellow tribe.t-n or villagers who had already
 

got jobs in town- Thip putzrn holds oost consistently a.zong the Moors, 

vhere vc lth rdistrlbution goes on more vithin the urb.rn areas theselves
 

than through the sending or re-wittances bAck hon.m. We shall pick up 
 these 

issues again in later s.ctions of this work. For nov, let us conclude by
 

highlighting one last point: Theqe ncv .m Is of urban life or vage-earning 

employ .nt which arv clos.!r it hand than those-available in Senegal, and 
which offer m definfiv..alt-rnitive t rural lifestylts instead of a Dere
 

sourc.? of extra cash in ortant inirncox., ar frtorr the determtnatlon of 

directlons open to nivrtory 
wove-knts.
 

2.3. 
 The Drought of tht 197*fl and thc, :llr..tcrv. Explosion
 

Sevvral tises previously, we lmvc mentlon%t 
 the part played by droughts 
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at the onset of economic and social crises in Mauritania during the colonial 

period. Nov the drought thich started in the late sixties and took on quite 

extraordinary dimensio.s in 1972-1173 again sces to have played a catalytic 

role In unleashing A crisis whose actual causes vere not 
In the least cli­

matic. A major aspect of this crisis wzs th, speding up of migratory 

moveents and the flight froa the countryside, the ,norwous numbers of
 

peopIc involved in these population shifts, ar. the resulting changes In 

lifestyle.
 

It Is not our amn here to offer an in-depth analysis of the drought
 

-and the accoapanying crisis. 
W- think such an anlsis could mell fit into 

the generai framevork prtsente-d above. One i=,ediate !ffect the drought had 

was to bring about a kind of dcublk bind: it Intcnsifled the need for money,. 

but simultaneously it 
 dadthv sitisfaction of 
thiq need harler. Food prices
 

s2oired dizzyinly vhilk, at 
leirt in the first phase, livestock prices fell. 

The rural exodus vas set in metion just as much by hird times in the arri­

cultural sector as by th. shortage of cash and resources for obtaining food. 

At any rate the crisis vs =ore serious, f.r deeper th,.n till other crises 

before it. As such It laid bire th, deep roots cf the factors reshping 

Mauritanian society. 4eans of productirn ver,- iffect, , b- Ing destroyed In 

large quantities in the case of livesteck; but zhit %.snot ill! the social 

-cadres of production vere also aff,,ct-d. Livestock producers had no neans 

of makin? up lost stock except by res rting ze va.;e labor- in sotm- places 

fnruland was ibandoned for ve'rs on Ai:rd; itt.pts t- -. Mify agricultural 

production by starting irrisated patches on f[.r. 
fringes fn!led because of
 

complex reasons relating to the orp-iniz.tion of farm labor and land tenure 

.. 1.s 
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PractIces. The ae4ninS of all this was cli:ar: Mauritanla's societies had 

undergone changes that had pushed them to ,ibreiking point vhere In their L 

cntircty they would have to 
.et reorganized if 
th.-y wcre to survive. Hence­

forth the germane issue vas not vhether to reorganize, but hov. Nor was
 

thit the worst. The drought and th4 crieis Alse jecpardizcd the chances of 

success of any such reorganization. Mat was threntaned was the environment 

itself; it.was necessary to conserve it because it %ns endaneered not only 

by natural causes but also by the reckless growth of huian exploitation. 

The GuldiLakha study (War and liant, l'77) actually provides evidence that
 

In many areas thce vegetation, ifter -erting adaptcd to drought conditions 

(some species survivin?' better) u-s to a large extent intact: and that In
 

.xct the Livestock Department on the local 
level ht-d taken over several 

pisture zones that were still intact. having bcn abandoned by livestock
 

because of the lackof 
witer. Tb.. saze is true of dieri lands which vre
 

not tauch used: 
 !n this case peoplc had wvn-d av-iy before the drought hit, 

for reasons 
linked with difficulties .ncountercd in gcting people to work
 

on the farms (see Section 2.6.2). " thse dier.i lands had been saved, while
 

vile and f'onde lands hid deterinrite! on account cl n, " farms being started 

in then and their tre%. cover beine destroyed. 

In :his general context, zbility -'ng 
 the population involved was
 

conhiderablv Intensified. 
Anong livestock herds=, 
this :obilIty-at first
 

took 
)n th: aspect of t reidjustm.nt to the drought. The niost precise
 

studies of the prolingaticn of norml pasture treks nnd the nodification of
 

trinshumnce route% among the different pi-itor-lIt.t i roups in Southern and 

Central .tXauritania 3rc thcs conducted by Hervcuet (1976). In th, Eastern
 

http:reidjustm.nt
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Region the climatic difficulties encountered !n !?79 startcd a general
 

southvard exodus of livestock herdsaen intn 41nurltanin GuidiLnkha, as well 

as into M11. 

All that nctvithstandIng, the principal result of tV drought tis the 

large-scale sedentartzation of Mauritania's livsti-ck herdsm.n. We shall 

givi- this phtncowtu detail-d scrutiny in Section 3.2. 
 It deserves such a
 

close look, becaus, It is a coe lex phenotenon, qult-.. different froc the 

rural eyodus, Involving as it dc,:s 
a profound alteration of llvestyles with­

out necessarily being Incimpatible vith aninal husbandry or, naturally, vith
 

faming. In fact, 
in i nwiber of cases, people actually 3ettled dom 
on far=­

land, ir vith t"- Intcntion ,f procuring access tc farmland. 
Ver- often this
 

was true for the Haratin and fer seo- Pculhs. but former Bizani herdsmen were 

also involved. 
 In this case agricultural scd.ntari:--tion is equally a result
 

of increasing difficult's onfrintin :he Bizani Ir. their atteapts to get
 

cereals 
 from thuir firm-r vassals. A differvnt fore of sedcntarization in­

volves the s..ttlczcnt of h.rdsmcn at vatzri#n points vhich, in forrer timmes 

they awrely visit.A regularly. Sc,=n tines resultinrtht settlcments are 

large. This tvpe cf s.dentarization leads directly to rigratien when it be­

cones Inpossiblc to cirry -r ani-.al hasb.ntrv. F*ni!l-o', in some cases seden­

tarization tomes abur directly in the fern of migration, as a flight ivay 
froc the countryside. Rerdsen have resorted te !hese three types of seden­

tarization In rLspcns. te l-,cal conditions- it Is th.rcf-r- possible to 

find all hrce types *peritivc within the ixan ,proup (Santoir, 1973). 
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Santrir vas thus able to Investigate habitat chin;.es axong several Moorish 

tribes of the Lake Rhiz area in 1972, focusing specificilly on their In­

modiaet respenses t the drought. 
Tiblt 9 

Habitat Changes ,.-rng Rklz Area Moorish Tribes, 1972 
 |
 

- Places dsblhacen .. J IdavalI ladjahanet 

1972 Pre-1972 1972 Pre-1972 1972 Pre-1972 

.
Lake Ski a IZ.81 62.52 62.2 97.2%J i.1z 63.72 

W'ells _52.5. 30 14 1.1 46.3 29.2
 

Chenno (.1 2.6 1 6.3
- 2.5 

Iowns in R-I-.i 1 3.7 0.8 6.8 0.1 7.9 0.7 

Tovns InS-.ne.a;:a l 15 i.3 19.7 3.8 

Other 1.9 0.1 f - - 1.7 0.1 

Total Pcpulario 212,887 193 2,3--9 
 3,085 20,191 

.ourccz Snt-ir, 1973 

I) P*, dn of tent-ousehl!ds 

Th- study w-as c-nducted in 'Xirch 1972. It covered agro-pastoralist
 

tribcs fming Lik, Rki: floodbanks at ebt :idc. Tiht y.ar. since the lake 

did nnt flood, its banks ceuld net bc fi.Ld. Groups settled Ath'r on 

their fahmlnds, or ,r,!und their wells (such settlo-cnts were particularly 

large) or he.ded for the urban areas. Thi iprion selectk-4 depended on the 

rebtive iportrinc of agricultur% (in rhe Rk17 and Chemi areas, local sit­

ting wns also L=portant) and anlril husbtndry. . :han 1 took25 the urban 

option, though it us: be pointed )ut rK-t th.4 ri.-cs involved lived in 

http:chin;.es
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traditionally faillar with migratious into Senepal. 

The droupht and the ensuing crisis had yet annther consequence: a
 

third wave of iomplL coving into KMuritania's (Mm towns. After 1971 the
 

urban population growth sho: up spectacularly. In 1977, according to census
 

figures, the urban powulation was estimatcd ait 300,000: in c€fect, it had 

doubled in Just aboyt 5 years. The =ost spectacular grovth sms in Nouakchott, 

htich climbed to a population of 14, 704; in other words, In the single year 

1972-1973, its p-oulation had doubled, And In 1974 Its grovth was just as
 

fast. eanwhile, practically all tovns grew in populatien size. One parti­

cularly strong reasor for this urban drnvinig p--wer, the distribution of food 

aid, was ind ccntinu.s to be aluost completely restricted to the urban areas. 

Because of the drought the flight freo the ruril to the urban areas 

no longer predocniantly involved Job-se,.king adult males: it camc .nvolveto 

entirc fa ilis. After the worst yars of the drought, however, this tenden­

cy seems to havw. sloved dour, and the --lt-feale sex rtlo among nigrant 

stream as noaltoked darirug the 1977 census s-.c= te have fallen. (On this, 

see the RAMS D.w.raphic R.port for n detailed analysis). Several cases 

may be distinguishg.d:
 

- Nouadhibou r-nu'incd an urban ctnter .-.t-racting only job-seeking . 

migrants. 1h: sex ratio acone migrants r-,zaiie high: In 1969-1911, for 

every 100 cuvan there ver. 194, in;i 1il971, thc mile figure vas 173. The 

townts rather p-culler character and thv snall slz of the area's pastora­

list population have precludd - rural txodus directly connected with the 

drought.
 

.1. 
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- louakchott and Zoucrate wrc two LIportant towns attracting at­

grant vorkers; but they also drew migrants pushed 
 into notion by the drought. 

Onc. the worst part of the crisis was over, sex-rati figures again climbed 

higher: In Zoucratc the ratio was 132 In 1972-1973, and 188 in 1976; In Rlou­

akchott It was 126 In 1972-1973 and 1A0 In 1976. 

- In those centers where there ver. no labor igrations, the sex 

ratio among .lgrants remained constant throughout this period, at Kiffa it 

was 86 in 1972-1973, and 77 In 1976; at outilinit It was 86 in 1972-1973, and 

93 in 1976; at TijIkja It va6 37 In 1972-1973 and 106 In 1976. In the
 

first tu cases, It even appears chat first nigrints s4ttle In town as fami­

ly units. and later the ane go off in search of work.
 

- Finally, ther. ar., a few atypical cases, atypical because of
 

local conditions, the .Lndes workyards were at the root of 
 the sex ratio 

Lmbalance In the A1.:g 'rea after 1974 (in !.175 th. flRure wns 199): while 

the cause 'qf massive wvecents of miles into the area around Mar was the 

war- corrcsp.nding figures for chiat area wu.rc 124 in 1972- 1973 and 316 In
 

1976.
 

Anon? this third wavc of ulzrants movini, lntc urban areas, Indivi­

dual places if origin are alsc much nore varld. Frz'erly the Migrants 

=ainly can -either frco cartain areas traditlonal', Involved in niratory 

nov ents, or fro= the regional hinturlands of tt.e urtan centers, such 

as Adrar and Trarza. But now nigrations Involved ill of Hauritanin's re­

gions. The largc nu-ber of p.a: le frec th. Hcih irca settled in Dikar 

%as evidcncc of the attraction oi .lgrant strcann. tcwnard dles within 
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Maurittinia's ovn borders. As for thc inhabitants -f the Senigtl River's
 

right bank, they 
no longer headed for SeneEal as in the past7 reversing
 

their traditional direction, they nov tcr 
,eJ naanly to mvc into Mauritanian 

towns. 

By virtue of the population movemennts it brought ibouL, the recent
 

crisis inst igated by the drought - is the crisis in fact over 
' - completed 

the liberation" of the work force, a process wv exrnincJ ir Section 2.1.
 

It also highlighted the dolsnance of !arket forns it the are.-
 of production. 

As we pointed out at th., start c this secticn. the crisis ;rcv Vrse because 

of the additional circtmstance Ovit .a'ritania's rural societies found it in­

possible to continue tn perfetuate thems.eIves gdven th,' context of *double
 

dependency" in which th.-y existed, as well as rhe draatic1 chinges affecting 

the environmental. 
atcrial and human factors of production. Current as­

pects of tht crisis now z.ake it 'ossible ro give ri sharor focus to a number 

c-f ,oints in our historical analysis of these socil chanes. 

Thus it seets to, us that thi chcar-cut r-, in Ulvestock prics !n 

1974 vas i very interesting phnoamenon if .; r !atto the parallel risc 

of a wage sector in thc livestock industry. Thc crucial factor in thc par­

tial rebuildini- of depicte2d herds was the raisin: of lart:. herds by bureau­

crats and business:n, who paid shepherds to l*A'k after thc-. This fact 

makes it abundantly clear that on. of the .bcttlcntckfactors in the previous
 

situation makes it all the -r, 
!nper#ant to note 
that this revaluation of
 

labor takes place In 
a social context vhich i-vors ccarkct relationshipn and
 

the cash nexus, thir ilnly ben:fitmrv: the social cateiory which controls
 

these market relitionships, inst,!ad of b~nefitinng tii- live,stok producers 
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theselves. As s result, these producers have F/oply noved from being
 

victfmized in the uarket placc 
to being victinized as wage laborers posses­

sing no assets beside their libor power. 
 In other words, they are subjected
 

to a new form of domination vithin the context of these sane market relation­

ships.
 

The Oresent crisis also makes it clear that the producer* are not in 

a position to make the kinds of iwestwents which would enable then to
 

increase their production and raise their productivity. Problems encountered
 

by projects designed as responses to the crisis, to the extent at least of
 

guaranteeing that nutritional needs would 
 be net, are evidence of this inca-.
 

pacity. 
This question of the lack of Investment capacity on the local level
 

arises izwediately whether what is at stake is the development of irrigated
 

areas, the opening up of village land through the use of public funds, or the
 

supply of fodder, etc. 
 Even when such investnent capacitry exists, for ex­

ample in the forn of resources repatriated bv migrants, their profitable use 

is doubtful on account of the low prices fetched by pr.oduce on the market. 

Here again, the Insurmountable obstacles confronting rural peasant investment are 

likel tc tercite a vacuum to he filled by prIvate investismt in those few areas 

such ts truck f ri-ring Pnd v-.gtib,.o gardening, where profits nay be reall ­

zed. 

Finally; the crisis has hcled entrench the economic and political 

power of the social category In control of market. thethe local At tries 

crisis has even enhanced the capacity ef this class to accumulate wealth, 

through speculation involving market producv, including foodstuffs. 
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Thus the drought, the crisis and the resu;ting large-scale population 

movements indicate that Mauritanian society cannot evade profound changes. 

The question is whether these changes in store for the society will happen 

spontaneously, with all the grave critical implications attendant on such
 

spontaneous evolution- intensified fapoverihment, famtne, anarchic popula­

tion movements, speculative development of private Investments, and the ra­

vaging o the envirokment- or the changes can be directed and controlled. 

This hypothetkL.l option of directed, controlled change Is the option ad­

vocated by those in favor of planning. 

2. 4. Effects of Policies on Migrations 

Mauritania, an IrAependent state has thesince 1963, requisite 

facilities for the conduct of an autono0ous national policy. Overall eco­

-.

policies followed in different aduinistrative sectors, have since then be­

come significant factors in 

nomic and political options made fter independence, as well as specific
 

the econonic social transfornation of Maurita­

nia, even if they have not been the only decisive factors, since other : 

aspects of dependence continue In force, especially in the econmnic donain; 

in addition, wechanisus of econouic and social change inherited frou the 

colonial era are still cperative. In i report such as this, it is of course 

difficult to present a conphehensive evaluation of the effects of these 

policies on nigratory nove-cr.ts, especially since In nost cases these effects 

arc indirect. 4- shall therefore select a few key points to focus on.
 

The options at issue are stated cospreherstve!y throughout the 

three plans designed ant! inplcented In !0urit.-nta. Ti.c optinns adopted 

http:nove-cr.ts
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when the First Plan wss designed (1963-1966) wre especially Isportant for 
the :.volutiom of the rural sector -- winly because of their negative effects. 
Developmental choices made at the tine weim based on an cxtrenely pess/nistic 
vision of the rural sector. Crest stress was 
1id on the limitations !nhe­
rent in the eironacnt, the la level of human resourcts, and the ispossibl­
lity of achieving a real rrodution increase ir the By.ector. contrast.
 
the vision of spl.off pcssibilities from investntrts in the mining 
sector
 
for the Mauritanian 
 conovy's development was v.ry optimistic. Here w need 
not get involved in a critique of this latter point. 

(30)
 
The first analysis
 

resulted in extremely lour levels of public investment in the rural sector.
 

Xoreover, the investnents aczually made were 
often highly expensive. Deve­

lopeent piojects vere fey: management was neglected: 
sm~e facilities estab­
lish-d in the colonial era collapsed. 
What ws even worse, ilthough the
 
rural sector yas allotted 4 nere 8.6 2 of 
 total tnvtetment capital, at the
 
tine of evaluation 
only 77 Z of that small allotment had in fact been used. 
Audgetary appropriations earmarked for this sector drnped from 7 2 of the
 

totil budget in 1960 r 4 
' in 1969.
 

There is,needlzas to say, no iron-cast Zsarante! that any other plan­
ning strategy cojld have reversed the trend towir! deterioration in the rural
 

sector. Still, It is clear that t.e policy of "lassez-faire" and the rela­
tive neglect of a sector which still comprised the -Tajority of Mauritania's
 

irptitton could only .-ggravae that trend. 

(30) See P. Bonte,"lultinational Cerpcrations and N,,tional Developoent:NIFERMA and Mauritania,;" Revev of African Political Econoy, 2.
1975. pp. 89-105.
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The lack of facilities, c!inics -id sclhools videned tix S p between the urban 

and rural sectors. The lack of t price policy. nd the :bscnct f 3ny policy 

covering trade and reserve stockilinp. left the fild op4Ln ta t4Z untram­

meled pliy of -sarket forces. Th f~iilurc to inprcove prduction f-ctors, in 

other words. the degrmdation of these pr, duction f ctcors, s:d.L the ore vul­

nerable to the kind of crisis browuht ibout by the Jrought. Se the speed-up 

of nigratory -moments throughoit this period seens equally to have L e a 

result -f pliticai ortions defin4 -it the ntion-i! level. 

ht.n the evaluation was ,-idt :',. danger %ns ir fact p-iiated out in 

the co= wnts =ade. At the end of the 1971 BIRD nission, the Lxptrt R.T. I'estebbe 

had this te siy "By tht ,nd of the first plan it wis clear that despite th. 

high Inpes ittached to the drm-tic crs-th r.t thu modern sector, the bisic pro­

ble. of riisin. the standard oi ivir, .4 the tul" of tbe ;1vula ion Us not 

beini, cl'ed. Alt.qugh a grcat I-i -f nonvy h-d be-n spent t:n hi.hly capital­

intcniw -nj relatively sm.-0 I hydr- -gri-ulturai or|'s, thc :esult:; obtaincd 

did not, in retrospect, in r~ost ises. vi-rrsnt the investrentc -.mv'i. Too little 

erzphasis M4.. L-te piced on returns fr.v, invesmntt that la::it -cutdo tlh 

bulk of the r-jrl r,,na.lticn. 

-fnr pirt, thc ;pl nners diO. :.,r Vr~ow .€mp,.-thxt thc 4-coloi<,c%1! Pos­

sibilities rf traditionaml ivtt-ck crop iriculturt, ind. in part, thty 

plac.-I !xcessivc reliance ,n thc srinc~litive efifcts of infristructure in­

vestrments. In addition. tic b., udics tt nust be the found-tion of 

any imn, t;-rn effort to transf,;m- t Lconony -nd social structurc 4-1ve yet 
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in most cases, t be accomlished. In short the country semed to be in a 

vicious economic circle."('
 

The Second Plan (1976-1973) ani the Third Plan (1976-1980) admittedly 

tried to make up for this orientation, and the proportion of the investment
 

budget they set aside for the rural sector rose to 13.9 2 for the Second
 

Plan and 18.6 1 for the Third Plan. 
But the problems became more difficult
 

to dsal with because at the begixaing of the 1970's the effects of the
 

drought were beg innity, to be filt, and the necessary emergency aid programs 

nade it inpLrative to divert available resources into ad hoc relief efforts.
 

Besides, the revaluation of the rural sector was 3till a somewhat equivocal 

issue: for instance, in the area of esployment, priority was still given tu 

the modern sector. Possibly because the necessary studies han not been done,
 

the resources needed were not always well defined. 
They thus vacillated 

between short Earm expediencies aaie at making up food shortages, and the 

raising of pastoralist productivity through the development of fodder and 

pasturt lands. In short, the probiens did not get solved: 
they got worse.
 

One indication of this deterioration was the drop of the proportion of the 

GNP supplied by the rural population.
 
Table 1O
 

CUP Index of Total Population and Rural Population
 

YEAR Total Population Rural Population 

1968 100 ? 48.5 2 

1970 1002 42' 

1972 100 % 35 1 

1973 IO9 Z 30 2 

Source! Table prepared from various sources. 

(31) R.P. Westeb e, The Economy of Mauritania, Praeger, New York, 1971.
 
.1./ 
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Such being the circumstances, the rural exodus could only get aggra­

vated, 
-veen leaving aside the Imediate coercive force of the drought. The
 

Adjustuent Plan proposed by the nev regime in Septtiber 1978 again warns of 

the disturbing situation of the rural sector, suffering such "constant 

degradation' that this sector, which In the 1960's provided 60 X of the
 

Gross National Product, provided i zer,. 20 7 in 1978. In other words, the 

rnral sectQr had become compleiely "~rginal Na the ItWritanian economy. 

To do justice to this type of probiem, we uould have to undertake
 

a more comprehensive critique. Suffice it that we her. point out the 
wpor­

tance - of the political factor in a context wherc th . proportional veight
 

of public Investments In the overall cipacity to finance development is
 

considerable. 
Other aspects of national political options also have id
 

repercussions on amiratery mnovennts. 
On this head we shall merely state
 

a few points. since the topic Is
more fully dialt vith In other RAPM Pro­

ject Studies. 

1. Educ3ttonal Policy- The ,.ffort nountcd in this area has been
 

appreciable, especially considering that the starting roint was very low.
 

Thus, in 1950 only 2.5 T of the school-age popul3tion war In school. At
 

the time of Independence the figure vas 7.3 2, and In 1976 it reached 1BS.
 

Meanwhile, Hauritana's educational policics are confront.-d vith problems
 

commn to developing countries! th. difficulty of cxpanding school intake 

while maintifning wcachain? quality levels; and th. discrepancy betveen 

Instructional content and the country>E cultural and econcuic realities. 

In addition, 4auritanin has her own special prcblcns: the question of nul­

tillngualisa, and the cist of education., 
a problem partly linked to the
 

.. 



decision to use both Arabic and French in school. 

Educational policy has affected nigratory covemento in tvo ways: 

On the one hand primary schools tend to be conccr#trated in urban or seden­

tary centers. As for secondary schools, they are exclusively located in 

the urban areas. Thus they contribute to the movement of fanilies with 

school-age children into urban centers. 
This, for example, was one of the
 

principal reasons given by families fro= Adrar for moving to Atar. O the 

ocher hand, the youth themselves, once educated, remain in these same towns 

where they look for jobs capable of satisfying their aspirations. From 

this double point of vie-w educational policy has worked as an iWportant f 

factor affecting migrations. 

2. Infrastructure and Urban Development: Generally, the policy fa­

voring the develvg'ment of commmications ne wrks Ic a factor contributing 

to the direction migratory streas take. In the area of coutunications in­

frastructure the colonial legacy in Mauritania was very skimpy, and indepen­

dent Mnuritanla has had to build up the bases of i comunications network
 

serving 
the national territory. from t. Point of view of developo.nt and
 

the direction if nigratory 
strcams, what sews cost Inportant to us is the 

construction of i highway grid. -he Rosso-Akjoujt road which incidentally 

provides easy acc-.ss 
to Atar, and csptclally thL East-West road artery link­

ing 16ouakchott and Neca have helped integrate certain regions with the whole 

ccuntry; they have also made it possible for nigrants fron'the ea-stern re­

gions, aho in tines past used to go to the Senegal Rircr Valleyinto Senegal 

itself, or to Hali, 
to cove to Nouakchott. 
We sha.l focus on the influence
 

of these ccmunlcations arteries on nigratry novehents In the third Section 

(J.4). 
.1.~ 

http:developo.nt


-. 100 -


Urban investns in particul-r, mdn in genleral those iravestueflts 

gova toward the upkaop of the urban bureaucracy, have been tspeiilIly high 

becase in Ihuritania the new st~tte has tvid tc built i ca~pitali city frou 

scratch. The distribution of tht investae~ns invulved u'as -ts follows 

Table 11 Urban investwents: 

I1 63-156( C 
I970­ 17 i 

The tendenicy t- tivi.~o,4e:c tht lion's sluire cf in';-st,,"Its actu.1­

ly gets intensified, q~uite :%pi-c crp-Okiniti;-I ncesiy finst_: ,nt in­

volved in tiiilceirq tht caia -t - ihil.. 

7These~ ptbl ic ivvesunents in thc- xr~an sactir have a _!.zu!, inortance 

first. they hive epdt exp.-:n' the urlou'. job nor-i nd to , ttract aigraunt 

workers. Spctnndlv they r~inf.)r.- thc ir'norein _, of the nod!rn :rban sector 

in the sctt"s politic-0 ecncxzy, 61! -!t ti: c-r. ti~te jpr-vidin,: role --Odels 

for the -,i!rants. (12) 

2.,. Circtnstum.ces -- d Ffftcs. At i,-~tcn 4orxrish Scieties 

Ve th e xavintz at ltnpri 1tic Iistcorzcii or ccnttrijp-rY :!ctors 

(32) IM these differentc ;k-nts E,~--.cthc S-hldi:n cljuntriC7 sct 
Vr~an Growtacti Econ-ccic 'c 1 ta~in t.. S&thui.l i 6n StIff 

per,%o _157z~n; -tr '. 7I­



section. of this chapter, shift th focus of our analysis and pay special
 

attention to the circumstances under which migrations take place in Mau­

ritacia's different societies, and the effects the developm nt of migra­

tory processes have on these societies. la shall limit ourselves to three 

groups: the Moors, the Toucouleurs and rh; Soninke. In each case Ve shall 

seek answers to the followinu,sets of questions: 

- How do the migrations take place ? Und:r what circumstances ?
 

lat are the Imediate motivating factors ? What is the position of the
 

migrant within the relevant econonic ind social structures ? 

- What consequences follow the developmenc of migrations ? hat is 

the cconosic fallout attendant on migrations ? How do migrations affect
 

household organization ? How do ttey affcct modes of owmership ? How do
 

they influence wealth distribution ind consumption pattcrns ? Ihat effects
 

do they have on social organization, kindship ani narriagc ? And finally,
 

how do algratory moveatnts impinge on political organization ?
 

This is a tall order, and we shall only partially fill it. Fact is,
 

those przcise studies which alone would enablL us to answer these questions
 

have not been done. What w 
have tried to do is to bring together the
 

relevant dc.tcentary resources, and to eke these out with information ga­

thered from field uvrk. We have not hesitated, vherc such recourse was
 

justified, to rifer to studies on n~ighboring societies. On certain issues
 

gaps still remain, and all we can do for th. =oment is to adjust to them;
 

the alternative would be to nount a crash progran of studies which would 

rake it passible to fill in the blanr.k. 

.d.
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On the subject of migrations vithin hoorish society, we have been able 

to data collected in the course of our study of Adrar In 1970-1971. Ie 

have in additiom relied on other studies conducted at ibout the sae period 

in the South, near the Senegal River Valley. Analyses nade after the drought. 

a phenomenum that profoundly alteed these data, are not available. 

In the Adrar region migratory movements have been going on for a 

relatively long time. And they have expanded greatly in scope with the con­

aruction of the northern mining towns. 
 Among .Moors,the migrant is called
 

tenusu. 
The term is highly evocative, being in its literal oriA'ins the word 

for maverick livestock broken loose fron the herd, foraging alone. The 

temzsu is an individual who risks a possible break with his society. Often 

very young, thib individual roams betveen the different places where he 

might find work (living meanwhile w~th relatives or fellow tribes pebple)rAnd 

his original settlement. In the sanple covered by the study, among the
 

Oulad Qaylan, these young nigrants at the settlements they had returned to,
 

proved to be extrem&ely mobile: they had nade very many trips to Mauritania's
 

towf3. Table 12
 

Destinatton Zouerate 7,Izoadhibnu, Akoujt Nouakchott 
Number of trips0 4 20 34 36 

1 
2-4 
5-9 
lO and over 

10 
20 
7 
7 

8 
17 
& 
2 

14 
7 
1 
2 

15 
4 
3 
2 

anyTOTAL SAHPLE SIZE 1260 76G 6260 260 
Source: Study ccnducted by Author, Adrar, 1969-1970.
 

ie1O 
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These trips were often of short duration, but they could also last 

several months: 

Less than I weak 48
 

Less than 1 month 41
 

2 to 6 months 30
 

7 to 12 nonths 14
 

Over I year 12
 

In the course of the first trip, or sometimes later, the rupture
 

that took place was often traumatic. 
The young tenusu started job-hunting. 

Occasionally, It was a 3tter of shepherd abandoning his flock while pass-

Ing close to a town. After that, return trips were always provisional, c 

chancy affairs, even though some of the migrants interviewed expressed a 

wish to return to the countryside, most of then saying they Intended to in­

vest what they made in the traditconal twcb.
 

Once settled In town, and having found a job, thL nigrant very often 

brought his family over: If the migrant was married, this meant the spouse 

and children; If he was an umarried hreadwinner, this meant parents, full 

siblings and clan relatives. Studies conducted the migrants'in urban des­
tinations show that settlement by family groups Is more widespread among the 

Moors than in the black African societies studied. Furthermore, even though 

among the Oulad Qaylan the naJerity of migrants were yourg, there were mi­

grants in all age groups: 

Age In years 
 Migrant percentage
 

16-20 
 177
 

21-25 25 

. J.
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Age In years Migrant percentage 

26-30 34 

31-35 25 

36-40 17.5 

41-45 15 

46-50 11 

51-55 9 

Thesc percentages would be still higher If the figures covered m 

only. Back in the countryside, the remaining population was perceptibly 

older, and some settlements had only women and old folk left in them. At 

that time, before the drought, tendencies toward sedentarization became 

intensified because of this. 
People bought palm groves a. houses, even 

though there was a shortage of labor to look after the palm groves.
 

Nevertheless, the number of nigrants varied widely according to tribe 

and statutory group. We were able to c.ike more precise calculations of the 

percentage of the migrant population in Zouerate and Nouadhibou as compared 

to the totnl population, baong a number of tribes in thz Adrar region: 

Oulad Akchar-Oulad Ainoni 30: 

Rgibat 16.5 

Oulad Qaylan 
 15
 

Smas id 12.5
 

Teyzega 
 10 

Angarij 
 3
 
Torchane 6.3
 

Ideishell i 5 
Oulad Shaykh Nuhas ed Fadel 5
 

.. I.ft 
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These migrations mostly Involve the politically dominant warrior tri­

bes. In the Adrar reglon these tribes were hard put by tho cestation of wrs 

and the drying up of thitr opportunities for employeent as auxilinriea in 

the colonial nralcs. Their plight contrasts with that of the Zennsa tribes; 

these, practicing a diversified economy combining paln groves, agriculture
 

and animal husbandry, -.' Idos ift home. Among the Smasidmigrations were 

for the meet part co. 

Certain traits stand out in other studies on Moorish society conduc­

ted at that tie, in the 1960's: 

1) non-exclusive algrations wo ng youth 

2) ease if fmily-group nigration;
 

3) extreme mobility:
 

4) varlitions In economic, social and ,joernphic
situations; 

viriatinE Plso In the importance ,if nlgratinn; 

5) variations in goals aotivating nigritinn: work, trade, religion. 

In the Senegal River regiiti, we saw that labor nigrations were also 

a rhenown-7n of quite ancient vintage in Hoorish society (see Section 1.4). 

We also saw that In Owi first place they had n.Inly Inv-'lved the Itaratin
 

and those people living in Snuthern rrarzA, but th.t ,it the onset of the
 

1970's they expanded t" embrace ill social categorics ind to affect sme 

new regiom. such is Rkiz, Gorpol.eet. Accordln to Sintoir's study (1975), 

16Z of able bodied nale Hoors nik.. nipratory trips. Axmnp czrtain ilaratin 

groups on thL luft bank, this percentage rises as high as 86Z. Nevertheless. 

there arc narked disparities depcnding on the circumstances of fanilies and 

groups Involved. Thus, 8.4Z of the total tLiratin population in the Keur 

acenc district had nigrat.d, v.iil in Rkiz, where farnin? was a much more 

.. . 
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Important pursuit, the figure was a mere 0.9Z. Migrations involve the 

Hassani more than the Zaways. Among the former 20Z of all active sales are 

involved; among the latter, only 16.7Z. Types of nigration also account 

for palpable differences. Because migrations among the Zawaya are oriented 

toward trade, they help the Zaraya make appreciable profits, thereby facili­

tating the maintenance of social relationships. especia'lly of the master­

slave variety, back home. 
In this category only 5.6Z of the Abld migrated, 

while among the Hassani who were finding it hardest to control their sub­

jects, the proportion was as high as 17.21. 
 In our opinion, these variations 

have to do with the fact that among the Moors migrations are not the only 

source of cash income, as is the case with the Toucouleurs, and especially
 

among the Soninke. 
The Hoors have other optlons:sale of cerLals or live­

stock, trade, transport, etc. 
 In contrast to what we observed in the North,
 

where the attraction of regular paid employment and the problems faced by
 

local production hal rapidly resulted in family uigrations, here migration
 

was very ouch an individualist phenomenon, still in the main oriented to­

ward Senegal, and Involving young bachelors mostly. 
Here again mobility
 

is a featurc 
 80? of migrant Moors inhabiting Dakar's outskirts go on re­

gular trips, as against 31 of the Toucouleurs. 
(33) 

Above all, the young
 
Bizani and the Haratin ar, more stabe; when they do movc, they tend to do
 

so as part of a family grour. 
 So here, nobility annifzsts itself as Insta­

bility avong migrants, an Instability sillar to that of the Adrar region's
 

(33) H. Verni4re, Volontarlsmc d'otat it spontan-ite populaire de l'urban­sation du Tiers-onde--Fornation et Evolution desbanlicus dakaroises:
 
le cas dcDasoudane - Pkine, EPHE Dissertation, Paris, 1973.
 



- 107 -


Temusu, i.xcept that here there is no sottling doan t a specific base,
 

because vigration is not regarded as a deftnitive event, and thus does not 

result In proletariaalzation.
 

With the onset nf the drought, all this chanred markedly: from a
 

situation in which migration was a voluntary process integrated Into a set
 

of economic and social behavior patterns as just. "e more available option,
 

there yas A shift to a situation In which migration was in effect "compul­

sory", since in certain cases It offered th, only avenue to survival. Now
 

all regions were involv,-d; or, to be more precise, all the Sahelian regions
 

from Trarza to the Hodh area. Also, 311 sc il-categories wore involved.
 

Most often whole families migrated; either the rntire family settled in
 

town, litera~ly pitching its tent right in ton. as happtned in Nouakchott
 

in 1973 .nd 1Q74, or tie family settled down in an accessible place conducive
 

to the scdcntiry life, such as around wells, in stall farming villages or
 

towns. alorw highways, etc., while the wn went off to look far money and 

work in the major centers. Pilot studies of these recer.t phenomena are not 

available to us, so we shall often resort t- d.zlineations of typical case 

studies te make it easier to understand the way these phencnena have zv'-ved 

4r If. ul B., aged 62, froc the id#ykub trib.. of Hederdra, was a 

m~all -scale h:!rdsmait with betwecn 50 and 70 .heep in his flock, relying 

mainly on transport work and s.lt sales for cash income. 7comomically, the 

drought vipcd him out. In 1 174 hi! sold his lant rcmaining sheep to raise 

money for moving hi-self and hi. family to Nouakchott'. lie got there with his 

tent and household belongings, but othervfs dead broke. At his advanced 
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age .1ecould find no jobs. For five years now he has been totally dependent 

on relatives and neighbors in Nouakthott. He has no hope at all of return-


Lng to the countryside.
 

Unfortunately, this case of the ruined sall-tine herdsman is quite
 

common. 
There are more complex cases:
 

-r. 
H.ul S. is of the Ideybussat tribe. Alou, uas his home town,
 

and part of his family %,ssettled there, because he divided his time bet­

ween animal husbandry and trade, in partnership with his brother. As a
 

result of the drought, they lost their livestock herds - a loss apparently 

linked with the fact that their situation was half-sedentary. 
At the same
 

time, local trade crashed because of the difficulties faced by the rural 
.
 

sector. 
But in this case the migratory move was highly organized. The tw
 

brothers sold their livestock, of which enough rcuained to fetch sufficient
 

cash for use as 
tradIrg capital. 
 in 1975, M. ul S. traveled alone to Nou­

akchott to set uO a new business. 
A lIttle later his brother followed suit;
 

he in turn set up a small construction outfit. Th.i 
two brothers then bought
 

land and began to built on it. At that point they brought over their family,
 

in 1977. 
 They still kent their ho'ze in Aioun, si.cc they toyed with the
 

hope of rebuilding their livestock herd as soon 
.s [fasible, and 
ven dreamed
 

of returning to live in Aioun.
 

ie could cite many more exanples, but .he ,oint sec-sa clear enough.
 

In this situation of unavoidable nigration, the essential characteristic
 

of 4oorish migratory movcnents seens still to be their mobility, the ability
 

to move fast and to achieve rapid Intcgratlon in a different ailieu. hat
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makes such mobility possible is not only the traditional features of the 

Moorish lifestyle,, but aso the flexible ataptsblity of Moorish social, 

domestic and tribal organization, together with the vide range if available 

economic alternatives.
 

When these movements take on massive proportins and involve whole
 

families, they drag the home societies very rapidly into 
ruin. For proof of 

this, all one need to do is to visit the Ksour areas and the Adrar palm 

groves. The shortage of labor, and the probim inherent in any attempt to 

manage livestock herds or palm groves from afar, make the Investment of mi­

grant earnings (already slender enough) in the local economy rather diffi­

cult. For the most part, then, the social redistribution of migrant earnings
 

is accomplished in the urban 'kstinations, not in the rural hnes of the
 

migrants. And this circumstance ger.eralizes migration. 
In the Adrar region,
 

on their uany trips the Tenusu had the additional notiv, of cadging money
 

or gifts from -Jagc-earning relativzs or fellow tribesmen. 
Inextreme cases
 

the metive was quitL frankly to livo off these relitives for a few w.eks or
 

months.
 

hen migration is one option in a ange of econemit possibilities, 

its chief purpose is to ensure the accumulation of cavitpl for investarmt 

in livestock, a house, or trade. 4enbers of th, ftmaily who have remained 

at the rural "ssc, close relatives, or ,ven dipendents are trusted with the 

care of livestock, the nansg-.ent of trade, etc. The retwork of family and 

tribal tks of sclidarity Is sufficiently rsili.-nt to accomodate the hand­

ling of economic business in s.arat, Iorattons, sowetf=.,s spatially distant
 

from each other. As far as tride is cencrnkd this network ictuelly
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umdargirds a trading mrrangemeat which depends on the speculative nAnipula­

tioe of regional discrepancies, and Aneven nationkl economic lifferences. 


example would be the opening of 2 shep in enqal 2nd 
 a secord on: in tlauritanic. 

In both cases the strong penetration of warket and cash relationships
 

into Moorish society the
favors society's adaptive flexibility and its mobi­

lity. As the two cast studies demonstrate, people do not hesitate to sell
 

their rmant livestock, even if they hope to buy a herd back some time, as 

happened in 1969 for example, when abundant rainfall in the Tirs region
 

made it feasible for vage-e.rning euploye-.s in Zouerata to buy livestock
 

again and to bring their families to live in tents within a 50-kilometer
 

radius of the city. 
Similar bdavior patterns were observable vith regard t­

to houses and even farmland -- a phenomenon already pointed out in the HISDES
 

study in thc Cheaaz.- conducted in the lat. 19508s. 

In MIoorish society the family or household group is the fundanarntal
 

social unit. We h4ive shoa-d that this unt h.as gone through some changes 

linked vith the ascendance of market rc'ations and the cash nexus (Section 

2.1.3). 
 W, havc also sven that the underdo positioi to which producers 

are rilegated on the market results In r. serious weake±ning of the domestic 

economy; a nmnifestntion of this weakress tas the expropriation of these 

producers during ths -=.=t drought, -ind their consequint migration
 

en mn.s..e. These factors working tov.rd thc ruril zconony's fragility and 

even its disintegration, such ais thL difficulties Involved In attempts to 

maintain gtrontocratic augh.rity relationships it the titw of Tenusu depar­

ture, night seen on the surffac, ultiuately to contradict our insly3is of
 



the adaptive flexibility of Moorish social orRanization. But, in our
 

opinion, there is no real contradiction. 

Adnittedly, migrations affect domestic organization; and, as we shall 

see in Chapter 4. the Moorish family in the urban environment continues very 

clearly to undergo transformations. But in the main, the social relatloo­

ships at the basis of family relationships, namely, kin relationships, conti­

nue rather harmoniously. This is so because these relationships have been
 

put to use under novel circumstances. One germn exanpl& of such now uses 

is the moblizatitb of kinship tios for the purpose of business organization.
 

So these social relationships are still of Jeterniing Importance, whether 

we look at the, from the simple vievpoint of the social redistribution of 

resources, a phenxmenon vhich has becoa,' Increasingly Important because of 

the lmpoverishmenr of producers during the drought, or from the more complex 

perspective of stratvgles for acquiring econom ic or political power. In
 

Chapter 4 we shall see in greater detail how the success of a ajor trader
 

fron one of the ,,drar tribes resulted In a status clinb en bloc for the
 

tribal clan he belonged to. This kind of upvird social mobility takes tan­

gible form In the erection of housrs, the rel.tIvely exclusive appropriation
 

of proluctive property such as pal= treas and livestock, better education
 

for one's children, .tc. 
 A d it all happens mostly vIchin a framewrk of
 

these kinship relntionships ind alliances. It rcquircs in particular the
 

successful development of matrimonial strategies which are at the core of
 

pover plsys, just as they were in th. pre-colonial society.
 

Furthermore, those factors tending toward disintegration, such as
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the rising incidence of divorce, the consutation of narriage fees into cash 

payments, geographical dispersion of family unit, and the generational au­

thority cricils, tend to i-c cancziled tot rky factors shich reinforce thu .
 

maintenance and the reproduction of 
the family unit. In addition, domestic 

relationships work to support those ncchanisns of social solidarity which 

make it possible to develop those economic alternatives whose Inportance 

we have pointed out! the relatively harmonious n3ture of these domeslic
 

relationships even reinforces the functioning of the fanily group even though
 

other aspects of social organization, such as political and hierachical
 

mechanisms, vere profoundly altered in the colonfil context.
 

No longer does extrene nobility sees to be a factor of the family unit's 

lisinccration. Goacernin; this u. Wll have to brir. ;rLattr refine­

uvt into the analysis we .ade of a progressiv shift r= Individual 

patterns of nigra-ion to family novements. 'ithout a doubt, family mlgra­

t ons are encouraged by the abandonment of former occupations in the home 

areas, whether such A'bandonent be occasioned by voluntary option to trya 

vage-earning caploy=cnt, or by ineluctable constraints such as the loss of
 

means of production during the drought. 
 That is the obverse side of the
 

coin. 
But there is a recto side. this hich nobilltv also nakes It possible 

for those who arc econcically el off to support their families back in 

the home society. 

It is thus an aspect of sedentarization In certain centers in the 

Trarza area where fW/lles of Nouakchott's bureaucrats or traders have 

settled. Sonctincs the faily even maintains its nociadic style of life,
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or settles in a tent on the outskirts of a particular tom for more or 

less extended periods. 

A consequence of this nobility is that woncn continue to enjoy a 

certain degree of Independence which they already had in the traditional 

family. This is particularly true in the lower social categories: small 

producers among the Zenaga and even the Hassani :nd ZMaya groups, and the 

Ilaratin. Transhumance inperatives, ptstoralist activities, the business 

of the caravan trail, and the bustle of migration often leave wmen in conw 

trol of part of the management of the tent-household. It should be remew­

bared that the tent in fact is the woman's property, along with the house­

hold utensils. She owms private property, and the importance of matriwa­

nial alliances in social power strategies enhances the wcan's status in 

social life. Because nigrations accentuate nobility, they tend to rein­

force fcMale autonony; at the same time urban life offers women new oppor­

tumities to follow their personal Interests. 

To end this section ve have to take a lok it the special problen 

posed by nigrations anong the IHaratin. iere too we arc presented with a 

gre t situational diversity, but there arc a number of spicific characters­

tics uhich we shall try to identify. 

Often the ;airatln evincc even Rrenter signs of mobility than the 

Bizani because their; is a , r" vulnerable *counny, with a nore disadvanc 

tiged position in the generai narket economy. P.rtlcularly in the South, 

nigrations have had a such longer history. Here other notives supplement 

purely financial causes* cl i. ij, the nee cf the ikratin to distance 

A.I. 



themselves physically from their former masterq (or, in the case of the 

Abld, their present rasters) in order to achieve greater autonomy and to 

evade all serts of pressures. This was vhy, very long ago, some of thuM 

settled in the Sanelal River Valley towns or near the black African popula­

ticn groups. Some cooeration vas thzn established with these black Afri­

can grcups, Involving work in the village settiements. access ta land, etc. 

*Wre-ver, the Idvevdeba ilartin have settlenents In the Fiuth. iaratln
 

from the Oulad Aimed ben laman, the tribe of the Trarza emirate, have nixed 

a great deal vith Toucouleurs and Wolofs in the Trarza section of the valley. 

They enjoy la, tenure rights by virtue if m-nership in the tribe, but are 

not obliged to make any fWx7 payments. On the other hand, at harvest time 

they still offer a fey f;ifts to the Blzanl and especially to the .iarabouts 

who request thea. Their ni'rations tred partly in the same directions as 

those of the black Africans, hut they have sone special features, nanely 

extreme vnbllity and. vhor-z me roots hav, been pulled out, a tendency to 

move toyetber as a family unit.
 

Uen iMratIn continue to be nore dependent on the Bizani, their ni­

gratory behavior tends to reseable nore closely the patterns observable 

anong the Bizani. In fac:, the izant can sonetimes help block nipr-tions 

among the Abid for fear of losin part f their labor resources. In recent 

years this relationship has been knvan to explode into conflict on nunerous
 

occasions, especially wh~en the former dependents demand total, unhampered
 

control cver the farms they -lorkon. (The paper on agricultural labor and
 

land tenure structure contains a disc ;sion of such ;robleas in the Maqta
 

Lahjar region). Here again nigratlon seens to offer the -ptfon of an
 

* 	 See; Fikry, '., The Social Organigation of Agricultural Labor, AlAS, Studies 
in Social Change, 1980. 



escape from an underdog situation. During the drought, It sometimes took 

on anormous dimensions. 

To help i1,lustratc these various developments, me here present three 

cose studies:
 

. A. ul M.. a nrnber of the Tinwajtb tribe in the Aloun reSion, had 

a few years' schootin in Aloun trom. His father wdhose main ..:cupation was 

animal husbandry, havine returned to the home settlement, died in a matter 

of a few years. The livestock herd got scattered. A. ul M. traveled to 

Uayes vith some livestock dealers iho paid his travel expenses. He then 

headed (or Nouakchott, right then under construction, it was 1960. He 

learned the trade of driver-mechanic, working in that capacity in Nouakchott 

from 1961 to 1966, in touakchott froa 196 to 1969, in Akjoujt from 1969 to 

1970, in Aioun from 1970 to 1971, before returning to Nouakchott. Twice, on 

eorina bock hone to his Timmajib people in Aioun, he ?ot carried: but his con­

tacts vith his tribes-scoplc were few. Since then, his fanily has settled
 

down permanently in Nouakchott. 

3ecause of A. ul .'s relative success at -ork, a success linked 

with his education, this case 
is somewhat atypical. But itdoes illuitrate 

the extrame nobility of these aigrants. The break vith the home environment 

is pretty sharp, thou;h It is true that his two marriases took place In the 

tribal milieu, and many relatives and fellov tribesmen stay vith him while 

in transit. 

B. ul A. cones from the Oulad Wieri tribe of Boutiliait. He too 

.. I.. 
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left the countryside a long time ago, in 1963. Itz used to work as a herds­

man and a farmer in Chemana. His father had already nigrated to Senegal, 

where he got arried again. to a Senepoilese wmoan. After which he disap­

peared from the family's ken. 
Uh:n B.ul A. lost part of his livestock, he 

decided to move to '1utakchotc in search of a !oF. From 1963 to 1971 hi. al­

ternated short stays in town with return trips to the countryside. during 

which he did farm work. When the drought hit he was obliged to stay in Nou­

akrhott. There, in 1976, the other n-Pbers of his f.aily -- mother, two 

sisters, a brother, wife and children - joined him. Betw.een 1963 and 1971 

he moved around a grea.t deal, working in Nouakchott, Eir ioghrein, Zouerate, 

Rosso, Dakar etc. It was the.drought which helpct hin n3kc up his mind to 

movc permanently into ton., brin~in, his family alont: with hia. 

Tht case of A.F. ul M. a ilaratin frcm the Idawabi tribc of Rkiz, 

workinge mainly as a farxer, is sinil.r. After mwvine back and forth betwcen 

Dakar and Rkiz, his hoc., are.1, on %seasonal basis for 10 years, h,, left 

R;-Az peranently In 157'. In th.is cast: also, it was the drought which mti­

vated the final decisicn to rnvc. iHe sought work In Scn%'.it, but -avc up 

because of problms confrontine job-stekinr- fnreivners therv. In 1976 his 

family joined him Lut many nf his rlAtives stivvd lehind in Rkiz. 

Superficially, then, thes. nirations shar, =any co-or characteris­

tics twith airrations azong the. Bizant: extrcav wbillitv, the itportanc-, of 

family groups, physical separation from the ho.. arc.i without severancc of 

tribal and kinship ties. Mevzrtheless. herc th.se solidarity tie-.can work
 

differently fro= the way they operate aon. 
the iz.ini, for tur resons. 

.
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1. In general, the Haratin are among the most duprived strata of Noorish 

agro-pastoralist society; and
 

2. under certain circumstancea, black African ai.rations exert an influ­

ence en movements among Hlaratin exposed to then. 

Thus In ?oundhibu in 1970 some Haratin aigrant groups lived In com­

munal dwelli s -- a thing absolutely unheard of among the Bizani. Sometimes 

they even Integrated with the SonInke. Similarly, We sometimes find among 

Haratin migrants mutual aid facilities such as cmerqgmncy aid funds, smlilar 

to those In operation vmr black African groups, though "such less developed 

In structure. Such siallarities, hovever, remain rather superficial. 
 They 

have to do mostly with the great poverty of these migrants, and the need to 

organize collective facilities to ease adaptation ta the urban environment.
 

These structures arc necessrily based on voluntary association, since It Is 

difficult among the .aratin to naintain tribal and kinship solidarity ties,
 

they bein less widespr,:ad and less effectlve than vong the Bizani. 
 Very
 

eften, the mgutuil aid funds are or7anized on a neighk-orhood basis as smuch 

as i tribal one. 

2.6. Circtmstances and Effects of41grAtory .vea+ents 
 In Black
 

African Societies 

On this score we shall focus on ni'.ratons Among the Toucouleurs and 

the Stminke. Data available on other 7rouns such as th, Wolofs and Peulhs 

arc too scanty to forn a .asisfor serious analysis. We should also note that
 

this ethnic differentiatinr., 
thov.h it may expiain several of the differences
 

between observable airatory phenomena, does not explain everything,. In soe
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aspects geographical distinctions are Just as relevant: upstream, migratory
 

movements are massive, and their destination is fLrope. In the central re­

gion, the Toucouleur heartland between Kaedl and Boghe, these aigrations are 

just 	as massive, but their orientation Is primarily regional. the destina­

tions being 9akar and lately Kauritania's f rovns. in addition, these mi­

grations are accoejanied by population shifts. Downstream iln Toucouleur 

country the aliratory movements tend to peter out. 

2.6.1. Hiprations In Toucouleur Society
 

(34) 

Lericollais and Verniere, in their evaluative study of Toucouleur 

migration froo both banks of the Seneval River, point out that in the begin­

ning 	these movents were te porary, even seasonal nocents involving young 

males tho undertook trips to service their household ecovomies; but that in 

very short nrder they slipped away from the contr.l of .fawaly elders. 2=ily 

movements bocazae increasinply prevalent. We have demonstratid above (Section 

2.1.3.) that anont! the Toucouleurs the evolution of the doacotic group ten­

ded toward the disinte7gration of the ext.:nded fanmly unit ant the autonomy
 

of young ales -- developments favorable ze the pernanent cijlrat ion of fal­

lies. Finally. we pointed out that the ai.-ravat ions causln such frily nl­

gration were core severe In upstrea areas where rigid lar'd tenure struc­

tures made it harder to gain access to land, than in donstrean areas where 

settlement u.as mre recent and lIanlholdinv disParities yere less pronounced. 

Now the questionr Is,vhen did this ,volurin start ? 

When the HISOES studies were cnnduct.d In the late 1W)l's, nirratifns 

were still mainly Individual affairs inv1vin, cwles. A.B. Diop's study of 

(34) 	 Lericollais and Verniere, +l. igration toucoulcur du fletve Senegal, 
in . Cahier Orston . Sciences Kazaines, XIpp2-!75 pr.-. 16P,- 76. 
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Toucouleur n1gration into Dakar, based or, a sarple drawn from bath banks of 

the Senegal River, showed the situation chanFina. First, the study brought 

out the fact that the category of young adult males was not so predominant,
 

though 65 X of migrants ware between 20 and 34 years old. Migrants made 

their first job-huntinp trips quit. young, usually between the ages of 15 

and 19, but oceasionxally even as early as between 10 and 14, with a arabout 

as puardian. Furthermore, wore wowen were involved. For the period, the sex 

ratio amnur D.ik-r's Toucouleurs was 794 women par 1,000 men: anong seasonal 

migrants the figures were 125 women per 1,000 men. .farried men made up 57.52 

cf the nigrants, and tended Incre.-sint;ly te arrange for their wives to join
 

them. Also, se-pc unmarried wte.en ntrated with the hope of finding husbands 

in Dakar and escaping the Impositions of life at home In the village. Diop
 

estimated that at the tixie 12 7 of Toucouleur hiprmnts werL sedentarized. 

Seasonal ai~ration dropped sharply, bcin 7 resorted to mainly when migrants
 

could not find jobs. In short, the study showed a population in the process
 

of settlin7 down In ton. prnressively cutting off its links with the home
 

base. Another indication of this process of settline down: cash remittances
 

from the nigrants to folks back hork tid not Increase: !n fact, they dropped
 

in comparison with anount5 esti.ated bv .ISOES studies a few years previously.
 

On the averap., the renittances from each trip were 25,4(X) F CrA less than the 

amunt remitted by th-. .v.:r."e seasnnl nil-rant, even thouih the latter took 

shorter trios. Increasin7 sms f money were spent ripht there in Dakar for 

the upkeep of the niprant and those directly dependent on hin. 
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The tendency for Toucouleur nigrants to settle down inDakar. hardly
 

a unique tendency, and the trend toward family nie;rations of a more or less 

permanent type, both date fro;, the late 1950's. r)urln! a study conducted 

In Cula, a Toucouleur vtilage inSenegal, situated 10 kilometers south of 

Podor, Lericollais and Vernit-re found that out of a total of 938 people 

grouped in 151 faallies, there were 344 people settled outside the village,
 
including 42 households whose nembers lIve6 ard worked in urban areas: 
there
 

were also 18 couples staying In 
town but not yet settled; ther. there were 

26 youths who had set out In search of jobs. The following table lists time 

periods during which these rl.rants settled down in t.can:
 
Table 13 Periods During hich Migrants Settled down in Town 

193011 19M.l/V .CSO/5,i 1,SG/69 /0/73 ICTAI. 

Ken 1 7 t0 2q) 10 57 

Iionen - 1 12 19 13 46 

Females joined the nlgratorv fovements rather late. but they are now 

a very iportant part. In this connection women's .eaands carry a lot of 

weight. Whenever wives left in the villages consider that their neeJs are
 

not being net, they send a delcgition to the aig.rant spouse in 
town. Its
 

mission: to confront the del-inquent nusband with three options: divorce, 

the husband's return to the village, or the wife corinR 
to join hi= in town. 

A key factor in the husband 5 response is the rel.tive cost of supporting his 

wife in the village a3 opposed to bringinp her to tou.. As a rule. the hus­

band estimates that it Is cheaper to keep her in the village, but the amount 

of money he is obliged to send back to the villar.e havinF grown steadily lar­

ger, he night prefer to send less "voney hoc and bring his wife to town. 
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Let us make it quite clear that urbanization is not tantanommt to the 

breakdown of ethnic ties. quite the contrary- the growth of a Toucouleur
 

tribal comunity has been observed in urban areas. The very strict controls 

exercised by older, aore settled migrants over youner nigrants, the ye7.'­

known urban land acquisition stratc.gies, collective housing patterns etc., 

all help to maintain soildar7 bonds: at the same time they reinforce tribal 

hierarchies.
 

Hc. longer Is Dakar the alnost uniue destination of Toucouleur ai­

grant-. Their organizational proficiesw' and their efficient adaptation 

to the urban environment stood then in good stead in the perlod of Maurita­

nia's intensive urba.zatton beginninp in 1960, a~lowing then to play an 

iportant part t,that urbanization process. According to a study conduc­

ted by this author, in 1970 tht Toucouleurs "~de up 15 2 of Nouadhibou's 

population. On account of such f.-ctors as distance from hoot-, and problems 

faced In gettina settled, the percentaqe of individual migrants was still 

high. As a matter of fact this tas true for all freshly settled ntgrsnts 

in .ouadhibou. Sut in V5 Z of the instances studle,! the spouse was In 

tounfurthermore, a large nunber of nigrants wcre married nen, cven If they 

had left their wives behind. (57 7 of .iuadhibou's Toucouleur migrants 

were bachelors- among the .oors the ,ercentage was 60 Z, uhile anong the 

Soninke it was 7", 7). "Unfortunately, %. have no credible data on .ouak-, 

chott's population as scen fron an ethnic perspective: but it seens -:lear 

enough that cf the bl tck African pcpulation the Toucouleurs are an over­

whelning majority.
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What effects have migratory aovevients had on Taucouleur society ? 

As we have already noted, the cash spinof' is not all that impressive, es­

pecially when compared vith gains fron nlpratory trips to Europe. And when
 

the migrant settles in town and gets a more lucrative Job, the spinoft di­

minishes even further, since the nigraat terj'' to bring his family to town 

and by the same toko.n to skirip on rmittances to .' vtlll. Th. breakup 

of the extended family, the galle. and the Importance assumed by the nuclear 

family, make this type of migration easier. The converse also holds: .igra­

tion also hastens the extended family's disintegration.
 

Fron what goes on, It 
seens as If the final aim of Toucouleur migra­

tions were the transfer of populatiens from the river valley where there in 

fact is a population exce!ss In relation to cxistinp productive capacity, In­

to the urban areas. For scze two dec.des the population in the valley has 

to all Intents re=alned *cn tint. Production also resains stable, contrary 

to the implications ef the 1iISOES studies, and barlngf In mind also the 

imfect of the drourht years- durint that period, production fell sharply,
 

and miRration rates rose. Accordin. to Lericollais's Interpretation of 

aerial photographs taken In 1970-1971, all arable land ws in fact under
 

cultivation. The prnblc 
vas that because floods varied in cxtcnt, the
 

land surface areas that could actually be farn.l at any specific tine also
 

varied. Consequently population size and the vnlu=L- of airatory movcmntg should 

be coordinated . - ith minimal averaie data. lericollals concludes. In 

the Middle Valley area eniratlon is not il'.- a: tkin,- land out of culti­

vAtion. Sure enoueh, It worsen$ the vil!ey's desvrtion and economic sta.­
(35)
nation, but in the 'tain, famns and arro-wastornlint svstems recaln Intact. 

(35) Lcricollals, 1975. p. 13'. 



Unfortunately we have no accurate studies on the consequences of ni­

grations 
in their present form, i.e.. since large scale family nigrations
 

began taking effect, on Toucouleur society and the Toucouleur economy. In
 

particular, 
 we nay vonder what lPes beneath the apparently stable fashion in which 

tritidi tiev *s have been maintained beyond the village, especially In town. 
The young Toucowleur is taken under control by grown-ups; in his own psyche
 

collective values are strong. 
 And he surely is not oriented toward a perma­

nent return to the village, since young migrants 
in steadily increasing
 

ambers will get integrated into urban life. 
Still. he does have to remit
 

money to his family back in the village, and on trips home he has 
to give
 

presents to more distaot kin: he must 
 contribute to the mosque collection!
 

he must save money for his marriage, most likely to be held In the village.
 

to a close relative, etc. N(o matter how fast his personal rate of .dvance­

sent. in social terms he comes of age rather late. 
 This pematience of ethnic 

relations beyond the village is due to the internal stabiltzation of the so­

cial system, especially the land tenure syste. 

It renairts a fact that these nip.ations pose problems of manpower 

availability. For a dozcn 
or so years. howver, these proble-s have been 

hazed over by clir.attc conditions which have greatly reduced cultivated 

land areas, pastoral activities, fishing .tc. 

For a number of years appreciably large groups of Harattn have set­

tied close by Toucwulcur villages in the valley, partly because of pressures 

created by the sane crisis. Froa the Toucouleurs the IHaratin obtain land­

a practice that in roee instancet? Pocs N.Nck a long tire.
 



We my wonder if this signals an increasing resort to external labor powr, 

whether this resort h4 
in the traditional sharecropping form, remetiene,
 

to land lease for, or even in the forn of actual wage labor. Even though 

the shortage of cash prevents a rapid devlopeent of wage labor, such an 

eventuality should not he counted out. 

If we project from the trend toward the disinteration of the galle
 

extended family to the advantage of the foyre nuclear family uwft, a trend
 

considerably accentuated by the fact that the usual home unit among 
 these
 

migrant families In the urban areas or the
is the couple individual house­

hold, we discern two types of social relationships apparently evolving from
 

the migratory process. 
 (A caveat: we have acre accurate information an this
 

evolutica in the urban context than in the rural hon 
base).
 

Rclationships between tho sexes: h% decision to migrate as a family
 

was ultimately a male decision; but as wt have seen, 
wonen excrtd a strong 

influence on the dccisitm-mking process. For ilentical reasons, the sup­

port of the wif:, who amp,the Toucoulcurs rarcily vorks for pay, unlike 

wives in other Senegales- ethnic groups, leads :c an increasing Incidence 

of divorce. According to the HISOES study, It 1958 the average wonan was a
 

partner In 1.32 wrrlages, tu: anonf migrant' the 
figure was 1.6 -'vrri@sW.
 

Relationships betvven 3la'- and fre4born:thz For a lonR time migra­

tory movements amonp slave castzs. the LM.atub., were relatively feebler than
 

those among the -3robe. for initanc. This sezzd to indicate the presence
 

of certain pressures working te keep nanpover at hock. 
 Since the drought
 

these pressures seem to have weakenid, -tv!aigrticions anong th. Mlat iube are
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bound to have an inevitable result: the raising of quest-ons about their 

status back home. Alse. w. have seen that aong thc Toucauleurs all social 

differentiations tended to be subsumed in the opposition between landlords 

and the landless. 

The Toucouleur zone of the Snegul River Valley, where, as in Soninke 

territory, Immigration is oriented toward Europe, necds to be treated sepa­

rately. Thus, Sangue, s villa;e In the Southern %iaghawA area, had about 

300 men In France- thec next village, Ouall, had 250. (Both villages were
 

founded by Nuyanke Peulhsbut arc identical in structure to Toucouleur 

villages). Here the zodalitics and effects of nigrations arc close enough 

to those ameng the Soninka. but thcre are also salient differences. 

These sigrations bring in 4 lot morc net cash income than do regio­

nal migrations. Very seldon Are they fanily igrations. As a7r4g the So­

ninke they involve young sales exclusively, anm Acxng the Halpularen this 

exclusivity is even tightzr. Again, lust as a.ong the Soninke, cash earn­

ing fron nigrations nokc it possibL. to coopcnate for the manpover short­

fall by hiring laborevs to famrn walo land in good yesir. In addition to 

using &=bara uork,.rs, the Paratin hire thenselvcs o'at -fter working on 

dleri land ,.rlicr in th_ sciison- s.etltes havin, practlcailly given up 

faming theaselvcs, they settle near Lhe villages. 

Hovever, this .;=.Ioym-nt of pal1 la.orers takes plzce in a context 

lifferent from that founi In Soninke vIllaRgs. Vi!lagc organization is 

characterized by aarked incequlities tn access to land, and the system is 

controlled by the D:nyanke nobility who foun4ed th-msc villages, uorkinp 

.. 

http:uork,.rs


- 126 ­

with 	groups to whom they delegate rights. This land tenure system has re­

mined stable enouph, though land is generally granted to faially dependents 

without payment of any substantial fee. On the other band, domestic orga­

oustion here seems less deeply fracturei than in those Toucouleur villages 

where 	 regional rigrations have tk,-n place. In short, what ye have here is 

a situation midway between the Toucouleur and Soninke cases. 

2.6.2. Hirations in Soninke Society
 

For a long tine large scale migrations have been familiar phtnomena 

in Soninke territory. At firrt these -igrations were oriented toward Sent 

gal (see Section 1.4.). But for the past twenty orthirty years Europe 

(principally Francul has become just as inportant a destination. Simultane­

ously vith the shift in dcstinations, certain changes have taken place In 

the composition of the human mix involved in these aigrations. Prior to 

1960 	departing nirrants cane from the wholc gamut of agc groups, with those
 

above 	 30 years old quittv strongly r4resented. Th. n, too, migratory trips 

wre seasonal 3ffairs covrinIg rather short periods. But since that time 

the bulk of migrants have cove from th. agc group between 20 and 30 years 

old, and departur.s at Increasingly lover ages nrc bccoming coon: "The 

quota cocs nore ani fme.. definitely fro% the age group just roaching work­

ing age, and it is becouin; normil for youngstcr3 -ied 16. 17 and 13 to go 
(36) 

off." This analysis finds support in dantc fron the first of the recent 

series of adninistrative c.iisus cxercsas (1930) carried 

(36) 	 'KZa e And Lericollais, ".'t'igration en piw soninkc,"' 

Cahicrs OrstcnScicnces lhvmiincs. X1l, 2 1175-1977-1,8. 
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out fn the Selibabi :evioa. In the tuo villages of Olombonni and Counba 

Dao, migrations directed mainly tomrd Europe but also tovard Libya and 

xore southerly pirts of Africi involved respcctively 55 out of 1,028 and 

60 out of 1,077 people. Th age distribution of the nig antq Us as fol­

love
 
Table 14 - Age Distributiom of Miigrants
 

Oloubonnl Cou*b. DaD
 

Less than 20 years old 1 4 

21-25 " 9 9 

26-30 16 18 

31-40 18 18 

41-50 " 7 10 

Over 51 " 2 1 

TOTAL 55 60
 

Generally, provided we nake allowmnces for stinificant local varia­

tions, we can stapose that in the Soninkc villages of Culdinkha about 332 

of the able-bodied nale population is aimy from hone (U1r ind liant. 1977). 

'e have atlredy ren-rked that nigration is nuch norc prevalont in the Sene­

gal River villoy, ',her-. it sonetivs Involves Pore than 50 7 of the active 

males (as for instance in Diaguill), than in th%. Guldimikha interior where 

it Involves 21.e ' of the sace group. (These figures wr,' obtain.- from the 

a-.ve villages, boh in the Sell-abi district). 

Even h.er ther,. still Is seasonal vigration or nigra.tion into the 

S.-ncealesc towns as xs1ll as thios, In MaurLtnnia, it Is often just a prepa­

ratory stnic for longer-ranv. trips :t. Europ.,. 41,ratory channels oriented 



toward Europs, arc veil organizod. Trips arc of ten paid for by relatives, 

by ulgrants already settled in Frances or even by a businessman or a dig­

nitary, who provides the tickets. The whoic nove is closely controlled 

from departure to arrival in the French reception centers. This type of
 

aigration is most unlike the disoreanizcd, unstable wvsnets of Moors 

toward the urban centers. It does not have nuch in com even vithan the
 

larne-scale Toucouleur urban nigrations 
 involvin, real population shifts. 

Here e have highly organized migratory uovesnts involving a specific 

category: young adults whose status in domesticthe econoay is a dependent 

one. These rovcnents require organization on the econonic, social and 

even political levels both at the point of departure and at the receiving
 

end to ensur. continuity of the nigratory phcnosnon vithlin Soninke society 

vithout riskina the total underuinii g of that society's foundations. 

All the authors agree that this type of nigration has particularly 

far-reaching cff,,cts on the hcme society and its econony, if only because 

it involves an lportant transfer of the local wrk force and because It 

implies consistent modifications in the local anro-pastoralist systen.
 

The War and Uant draft paper (1977) gives r.quick evaluation of these
 

effects on the -irro-pastoralist systcms. Gonerally, one finds that land
 

under cultivation shrinks in siz,, and the shrinkage is directly due to
 

the difficulty of getting the land devcloped. In the Senegal River valley
 

villapes the dieri plots are abandoned by cultivators who then concentrate
 

on farmine the w-i.. arc-.is. Sinilarly, fond-L plots near the interior vil­

lages are abandoned in f.wtvor of far-ms o. the lwlnnds and slopes. 



In these two instances distance prevents develoment of the land. There 

are also changes in the types of crops srmm: on dieri land, where formerly 

vomen srev peanuts, we find that peanut planting, drops sharply. Apparently. 

cash needs are ut through =igration nw, as opposed to cash crop sales; 

simultaneously, the .eed ftr subsistence crops has become acut., and ,Ten 

have shifted Increasingly to planting sorRhum t' satisfy this need. Stat­

lArly, cotton and indigo, also formerly planted by woen, hatv practically 

disappeared fron the fonde plots on which they used to grow. And finally, 

the total cultivated arcs remains stagnant. In 1923 saint PNre estimated 

a total of 17,50C hectares under cultivation in Guidimakha. In 1972 the 

Selibabi sector cstiwute was 16,800 hectares. (It mist be pointed out that 

the two areas are not precisely identical, though). If we factor in the 

population ircrese, we might well conclude that there has been a signifi­

cant relative shrinkuae in the area under cultivazion.
 

The labor shortfall has bten agqravated by th large scale drop in 

slave labor since the start of this century. Formerly spch losses were 

made up by domestic labor (2.3. 2.). This coqmsatory arrangaent in turn 

%eant that the extended family, the Ka, which was a coherent production unit 

under the Kazuume's cqntr:l when the colonial era began, sms forced to un­

dergc profound ckanges. The fanily head's liss of power during the colo­

nial era rcsulted in a relative fragnencntior of the Ka the unit which in 

fUrner ties held "tgetherall the dacendants ^f i specific group of blood 

relatives under the authority of the family eldir. Since colonial times 

the La has acquired a morc clearly patriarchal structure: it comprises a 

father and his narried sons. 



Migratory movcments u ,re to result in a whole series of fresh eco­

ncuic and secial chances. HJavever, they did not, as in the case of the 

Toucouleurs, accentuatc tendency towardthe the extknded family's breakup. 

In Section 2.1.3. ye d;scribed the pronouncedly hierarchical struc­

ture of doest.c organization among the Soninke. In broad outline this
 

organization remains 
 thL sane. the Larum,, supervises collecti prcperty­

the young men work as dependents, and wmen do ancillAry work. bringing in 

supplementary cash Incora! and providing, certain special kinds of produce, 

mainly condiments. But beyond the purely forml naintenancc of the does­

tic structure top:rtent transfqrations are noticeable. 

These Important transfornations involve f:calc labor, which is in­

creasingly employed in the growth of food erops in the absence of nale 

workers. Woncn Increasingly concentrate or sorihun cultivation, contribu­

ting to the fanily's suhsfstnce needs. But they maintain a m-asuro of • 

control over their awn production, a fact which gives then an increasingly 

Important economic r'l1. 

Younp deprcndent .ales reain bound within the context of the hierar­

chical labor systwl. Pot they are to an increaqinp extent zxclusiv ,y In­

volved In the pheno!vmrnn of labor wigrations. Tsuir involvement is designed 

to N.lIp then contribute t3 the dmsic griup's subIstence needs Just .s in 

rins post- but thesi days they contribute by rtmittlnR cash. One of the 

first duties of niRrants is to ccntribut- t6 the fi ily's food and survival
 

needs by skmding back th wheruvitlui for buyinR focd. In effect, there-­
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fore, their situation in the society is very different from what it used 

to be.
 

On Lbe one hand, they can no longer directly take part in farm work, 

which Is increasingly handled by paid laborers, mostly migrants fron the 

KSabara region. Swetines these Sambara laborers also follo the former 

Soninke practice nf e&asonal labor ulgraticn. 

They are provided vith board and lodging. In return they owe their 

bosses three days of work per week. On the rcnaining, days their work fetches 

a daily wage. Quite often, too, they are simply employed as day laborers, 

earuing between 10') and 150 ouguiya daily. The development of a form of agri­

cultural labor tied to the narket entails changes in consumption patterns. In 

Soninke villages the consumption of Imported foodstuffs like rice, bread, ho­

nogetized oil, tecato sauce, coffee etc., bought with migrants'. amittances, 

has increasingly become the style. 

The grovtl' of the labor varket is not the only feature of the deve­

lopcent of the domestic -,roup. This group vs fomerly a coherent group on 

account of the cmntrol the KatmJe exercised over slave labor. Niowadays it 

needs the individual participiatiln of ach ncnber- young wen work on their 

individual plots, whil. ynung nen participate by sending renittances from 

their migrant earninvim. Hlere we find a potential for individualization and 

the frasmentatin of the Kai but this potential has so far not nanifested 

itself in ny strong tendency. In fact such tendencies become ost opera­

tive at th. point when the nigrant pets m-rri.d. No longer is it :he Kagwne 

..
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who makes the necessary payments - an arrangenent which in days gone by 
enabled hin to control labor ofthe young devendent males: now the young 

nlgrants take car4 of the payments themselves. As a matter of fact. one 
of the alns of migration is to save enough coney for these payments: a
 

meriage may cost up to I00.Wo U.X.
 

These potential tendenctes toward Individualization are held in 
check by the fact that the agaumve still aanages to naintain a relative 

degree of control. He continues to control the vo@en's direct labor, as
 
well as the work done by children, who tend to start frm work at 
an In­

creasingly early age. around 
 ten. The RAuww also continues to rmnaxe 
the Ka, which fron thK ,arant's viewpoint is seen inercasingly as a collec­

tive structure ensurlnp the support of his wife am] children while he is 

awny in Europe. So 1r.;Krtant Is this noint that family elders strive to
 

block -- very effectlvely too ­ the practice of f.amily xairntions to
 

France. 
As a result, the Indiiduml character of nipration, a point already
 

(37)
noted, is accentuated. On this topic we refer to the tkar and U-Int document* 
In this nev context the functionine of the kin-group cell as a coherent
 

unit, 
as In dilly lifL and in airicultural work, becoes in
a way ancillary
 

to the phenomenon of emigrition. Enieration, in other words, is the doni­
nant center around vt,,ch ill other factors in the fanlly econocy orbit. In 

effect, the e=lgrant can c o off and leave his failly behind without expos-
Ing it to exccssive riqks precisely becaust therc is 
on ontcoing co~rrunal 

support organization behind hL which Is capable of ensuring the survival 

(37) Itar ani llant, 1977. p. 119. 
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of those left behind, especially wmen and children. So the famlty cell in 

its present f6om provides the collective security base which makes It pos­

sible for individuals to pet Involved in what his become their principal eco­

nomic activity: cigration. Thus far the War and Want analysis. 

It is not n false analysis. But it does seec to us iunomplete to the
 

extent tht it offers no real explanation of the fact that the form of the
 

domestic grours is still intact. 
After all, asong the Toucouleur the basic
 

data are identical, but there the extended family has to all intents and
 

purposes become totally frasncnted. It seem to us that the War and Want 

document pays too little attention to the contradictory aspects of this
 

process. In particular, the use of the tern cocmunal is infelicitous. 

Collective organization would havc bcn a norc getinL phrase. And the main­

tenance of the dosestic group explains the mnintennce of a whole rnnge of 

social differentiations and hierarchies.
 

In the first place thcse differences show up as differential access 

to land. Within the donestic -roup access rumitns under the cnntrol of the 

Kasmte. who Is the specific cwanarer of ccwmon property. In general, former 

slaves are banned frw= access to land. At the other end of the scale, only
 

a handful of fauilies possess real control over land tenure.rights; they
 

merely delegate thcse rights to those in a position to use them. Thus, slave 

labor continues alorvside wage labor, accountin (or 1 Z of the cases. It 

is a method by -4hich the slaves hope te naint:in their usufruct rights. And 

this is one of th,: principal sources nourishin- the antapnnism between the 

freeborn and the slavus a-nonr milrr.: !ab'r.-rs in France. Should the slaves 
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challenge the system in any way, they would risk losnrg access to land
 

back hose, and the disbaruent would hit their faMllies too.
 

Still, the principal contradiction is to be found vithin the domestic
 

group Itself. There, there Is a constant imperative, In the interests of
 

system maintenance, to suppress the ulfrants' capabilities for autonCMous 

behavior and individualization. The migrant of course has to take care of 

payments necessitated by his own marriage. Occasionally he ventures to 

make personal tnvestmnts (see S4ction 3.1). ;ut lt finds himself ,rmeshed 

in collective structures which are not the evolutionary offspring of any
 

putative ancient villagc cocunal lifestyle, but actually structural innowv 

tions. These structural innovations involve the orriniLztion of migrants
 

In receiving centers or foyers at the destination points as Wel! as the or­

ganization of cash contributions at villowe lcvl. On this issue, the War
 

and Lint document (1977) notzs the development of a verltahlh- "collective
 

village budget," one af whose priz functions vas to ensurt sroup coherence,
 

specifically through construction of a mosque. In eff:ect, the air %s to 

reproduce statutory and econonic hie.rarchles operativ'c ithin the donestic 

group at the levcl of thi villan, as a whole.
 

In these conditions nigrants nzf pn the on-- hand .tend to undermine 

the foundations of th,. society's orgnnization by exacrbatinC all its con­

dictions; but, -n the ether hind. the, also naintain and reproduce the ,ni­

egalitarian features of this orgnnizati.in. -his is contrary to the Toucou­

leur experience. A.n-in the Tnucouleurs mic.rations encouragcd the transfor­

nation of dcuiesti": and hierarchical arrnnga-nts while stabilizing ;roduction 

http:orgnnizati.in
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conditions. But anonr the Saninke ninrations necessitate changes in produc­

tion systems but on the whole pres-rve the social organiLtion. And this 

sochl organixation works t. reproduce what In fact his become the only com­

codity the Soninke have for sale: tir labor pover.
 

3. TICE ORGANIZATIOX OF MIGRATIONS
 

So far we have aJprmchi ;igration as o .rhenomenon deterk-red by a 

nmber cf facttrs, a pheomcnon uhich itself Is one aspect of a gestalt
 

of econonic and social tr-insfomutnns. Wc thus exanIrnod miqration accor­

ding t, its distinuishinp feature 3s relA.cd to -thnic 'roups, rcglonil 

refrence points. sociai tifictinn.etc. WIthin the limits of this
 

;Perspective each social cite-ry in effect 
Injecte-i a rce'surv if oreiina­

lity into the overall 'ssuv of ni'prations. To tike Just one exanple, that
 

of the Senegal River vall-ey, w- fcund Mioorish ernups living cheek by jowl
 

with cach other, yet follevinr veryf different Patterr.-* !n their alratory
 

behavior. Soot 
Sroups had i vcry lone history of nigrations Into Svmepal, 

uhile other groups only 6';-in to experience migrations,as i result of the 

drought. In zone cases whit Is involvtA is as much a matter of sedentari­

zation and i rsort to the urhan areas for protcction free the drouRht's
 

effects as A -.atter of renuinc nirration. Sinilarly. certain Toucouleur
 

villages quite close by fhve only develo-ed nciratory channels oriented to­

ward Senegal or the teveal of 4{auritanina. Again sinilarly, in the Arar re­

gion soer4 tribes hav.t alrnost half tnhir ablebodied zn ta; the Mauritanian 

toumswhilc others hiave ry few nigrants. 



3eynd the -liversity r.- o.es.- -ti ,raccry :ituatjogg,,.I _#AY mlr
 

approarl; fnisration ps a ilicrowit.n i.- iw o#'fl ri~t-.t. 
 ",rvz t!;iz perspective 

we nay see --i~pr~ints firer of all its 7, st-ecifi- arou- vhici4. Ar cuuly partial-

IY 4evtr.-, its tier rth t~.e hkwi cnv:r-.g=ent, and i& as ytt n-ot cap~eteiy 

integratel into the fctt :ar!ban Tii-tart siml! aL.tupt too *,it!:. ve 


gauge the &t;ree tc wh-ith gaigrantn' lin 
 itih their hmc tm.,ircrmient have 

been lce;.(Th-r exiwiIaion of wrtag. icr~ujor. ucill tjc a chapter
 

ail by itself.) -cexr. 
 ve shall exacine the oreJanizatjon of cij.rations. In 

this e?.,ination. we shall use the follcwjn. -uestions ais probes :a vohat. 

extent irv nigraorr novements identiral witt the seijentar~z.,y on of herds­

men I. ~ txent are they lIi'ferentv Mixt it, the spatial tr.anization
 

of nigration-
 likv? IUhat is tht fun-tio, -f those r-tgional cts-tert vtch 

have ne taLejr population rw'olltg. -. re~sult of the drou~jr' 'n Ouat
 

extent is =4Rratior. structured 
 A~onf, cxistitv, 'omunication ax,'S" V007do i­

grations fit into the natig'nal %.pcel ow, in pharticui, ar. we to CvAluatt. 

WuaV-btt'-' rolL tht~f-~as (OI Oit n;,raory nov,.zcnts? 

thr-y are rcnterLJ ar *aztiona! ni~r-,-iot~s 7%is if b.causc C/-,.r sinfce tbk 

1460'r. uhte the arei s n-in-sa -nWr into bviflj. Whi!C 5'IAUu~t~ntCUSly 

the? rf- ion s rnigraory =cvtrcits ma-or qu.2iificarjvu chml~es, it tus 

becove incr-aiNgly L~c4 sszry to *!-i~jhLt~.r~stiorwl nr mut~.a-

Liona1 -si-ratjons. Meh quwlit,--ive c-ihut;.~at issue iticluJ. S:4niu.~mi~ra-

Lions into Europe. the increasin - t-rienqy tom-rd ixmily zgrtions .20n 

the ToucoAtuir., ind Aloorisl i,-aih into urban areas, c1: 
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In a way, International migrations are to a certain extent extrapolations 

of migratory channels established in the colonis! era. when these channels 

were directed mainly into Sene4al. But they deserve to be rlven special 

attention (Chapter 5). 

3.1. 	 The Nizrant and His lome Enviroment 

The manner in which the question of the degree to which links binding 

the uAgrant to his home enviroment get w akened -v a r i a videly accor­

ding to 	type of iegration. In this respect we miy isolate three types of 

migrations:
 

- Senegal Higrations: These were formally the dominant type, but 

their incidence has gknc doam steeply. Miat is clear, thounh.is that this 

was a type of s'iration totally condittoned by the hone societ-'s characte­

ristics such as available working time, cash needs etc. They tberefore 

tended, at any rate in the short ter", to reproduce the home environment's
 

economic ard %octal orracizario:n. 

- TeM.,orara Individual -ijrations: This type was typical of Soninke 

aigrations into Europe, but the pattern was also naintained amwng Toucouleurs 

and Mloors, at any rate before the drought. 4lgrations of this type may last 

a long ttze or not, but they slvays involve single individuals or married 

men who 	leave tteir fauilies back hone. 

- Fanmily 4i~rations: These are prevalent anonr 4,oors and Toucouleurs. 

They entail the highest degree of rupture between mi rants and their home or­

fins. This. hovever, in not necessartly tantanount to a radical break, since 

http:thounh.is
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ties of social solidarity my be refashioned in the urban enviroment. 

(See Chapter 4). 

In our examination of different migratory channels we have gauged 

the respective significance of individual and family migrations in each 

ethnic and regional group. Our evaluation was warkedly ouslitative, be­

cause given the current state of available data. quantitative assessments 

iw.re out of the question. 

Family-type migrations entail the highest degree of rupture on the 

economic level. The reason Is that with a family's mvement into town 

those redistribution mechanisms which operate within the context of village 

kinship ties or tribal and ethnic bonds begin to operate right there in the 

urban environment. In Chapter 4 we shall see how some social solidarity 

structures get built up In town. using traditional solidarity bonds as a 

basic, but in fact acquiring a different character. Indeed, the use of
 

tribal and kinsh!p networks awng Vors as well as the use of village and 

regional associations by the Toucouleurs seen essentially to have the char
 

racier of structural strategies for achieving integration into the urban 

milieu. And the solidarity 'onds on which their operation depends are 

nuch more responses to the economic ard Political inperatives of this Inte­

gration, that is,responses tc the new forns of social competition involved­

than to any need to perpetuate traditional ties with the home enviroment. 

Nevcrtheless, before the ,rought a certain economic relationship re­

mained to the extent that the uiRrant coulHi invest his urban savings, which
 

were very modest and dependent on contingcncies. back homs in the forn of 

.J. 
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buildings, the purchase of livestock, or that of ,aln trees. 

Judging by the findings of a study conducted by this author In 1968­

1971, it was rather rare, to find such cases among urban minevorkers when 

migration was not an individual affair vith short term goals. Naturally. 

problems staing from and recent crisis have notthe drought the facilitated 

such investments. In the current context, th-y do not develop in any real 

sease except In the form of private Invest:ent using paid labor, especially 

-hepherds. But this phemenon Is not directly linked to migration, as may 

be seen frim the report on the grovth of modes of acctmulation. In addition, 

it involves only on. 4pccific category, that of bureaucrats and businessmen. 

The rupture of economic relationships between this kind of migrant
 

and his home environment does not, however, mean the severance of all social
 

relationships. Here we shall focus on a discussion of tw aspects of the
 

continued maintenance of ties between nigrants and their hone societies:
 

- Family Trips Back Home: Wlithin the lnits of financial capability, 

family trips back home are regular affairs. This regularity is compromised,
 

however, the fact that transort costs have risen steadily, so that many
 

of the migrants Interviewed do not think they can cake these trips so regu­

larly anynore. The visits hape-w.d under institutionalized circumstances, 

such as when a witf goes to have a baby-- anong 4oors this has to happen at
 

hose -or when there is a death in the fanily, etc. They can also happen
 

when the migrants go on vacation, or when they pay -egular visits to wives
 

left behind. The visits are opportunities for property redistribution to
 

family mvibers at home. 
.J.~
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Among the Moors, however, since the drought which brought about mas­

sive population shifts, and also on account of the poverty - sticken condi­

tion of urban migrant recruits, these visits may slow down or dry up alto­

gether. On the other hand, amogt the most wealthy mtgrants a reverse motion 

might be Jiscerned: these private sector employees, businessmen and bureau­

crats have taken to settling their families back home in the country and 

visiting them regularly. This tendency was enhanced by the sedentariration 

of herdsmen around wells, along road arterics and in small urban settlements 

etc. There they erect a house, buy enough livestock to supply the family's 

milk needs, and for the rest, buy all other necessary food Items from Nouak­

chott. Such choices may be econoically motivated, for example by the deatre 

to have low-rent housing inone's possession in Nouakchott. But they are 

also motivated by a des're to revalue country life. It even happens. when 

pastures near urban areas -aregreen, that this Moorish population actually 

shifts back to the country in appreciable sumbers. At Zouerate. after the
 

abundant rains of .cesbc.r 1969 in the Tiris area, a section of the working 

class population s,ttled in just this manner within a 50-kilometer radius of 

the town. Sinil3rly at Nouakchott, durino the rainy season, quite a few 

people who hav, the neans settle their fantlies under tents together with 

milk-producing livestock, and visit the= there every weekend, sometimes 

every cvenine. A question arises: does this persistence of cultural beha­

vior nodel% mean the preservation of ties with the home envirornesit? Such 

a supposition Is not to b%: taken for grantsd. "Jhat is involved here is 

rather a ,,twn h uthwn 3r .is andreshaping of relationships e th, badiya, 

the nomadic habitat. hat In fact is rolnr on Is an inversion of former 



relations, in which peonle lived percanently in the badiya and used the 

twns as zones of transition for purposes of religion. concvrce etc. Here, 

then, we have a phenomenon analogous to the use of country residences in 

France, mtatis autandis. 

- Marriage: Katrisonial strategies continue to functiorn as center­

pieces of social and political strategies among urbanized Moors, and marri­

ages thus perpetuate several old social solidarity nechansms, appropri­

ately adapted to the urban environment ( Chapter 4). Oftzn spousec are 

chosen from the home base, accordinq to traditional rules of preference. 

In this vay marriages help refurbish ties with the hone environment, hy 

eans of frequent visits tetween the couple, cash remittances to the in-laws 

etc. But here again we must not let the forual aspect of the perpetuation 

of the marriage link obscure deep underlying changes. , at is at play is 

nuch more the readaptation of 1in-group and tribal solidarity awchanisus to 

ease insertion into the urban ailieu, rather than any aintenance of com­

prehensive ecorc-.ic anJ social relationsh!ps with the b envirorment. 

The situation of thr Toucoulours varie slightly. krmg them there 

is an organizational duality contrasting those relninin? In the village 

with those coninr from thte village. f, t C marriagi. is it the center of 

the majintenan:,, of ties vlth theoha . %t.: it functions principally as 

a way to reproduce rural solidarity nsechivnisms In a. urban context. An is­

portant aspect of thcsL tradit!erl solidarity schanisas is ethnic and kin­

group . ndogaay -ispracticed In th,. v!llak, =!nly the nirriagc of close 

cousins. In thL urbin contcxt all :h!' .inxreelv inportant, • 

.1. 

http:ecorc-.ic


especlally ethnic edossuy. On the other hand, the preference for close 
(38)

relatives as spouses gets wakerd. The control exercised over nartraRes 

by the el.rs axong SIganas, evcn in town, courages the preservatioa of 

this endogamous pattern, which among the Toucoulcurs is more resistant to 

change than amon th Moors, since Chi formr set greater store on tribal 

criteria. (The Toucouleurs arc gencrally a minority in urban areas, in 

Dakar as v-1 as in the Mauritanian tovns. This point rill bc treato4 in 

Chapter 4). 

In thL case of individual teiporary migrants, ties vith th hoc* 

enviroment sre very diffarcnt. Here we shall limit our discussion tc the 

Soninke, who provide the nost distinctive t:xanple, and to the ToucouleLr 

villages in the Kaghema region, vhich experiencd identical migrations. 

The fact is that cven though migrant sa;aries arc low in France and job 

security is also extremely hazardous, migrants send back hoee suns of money 

much greater than the 
rnunts migrants in the national urban areas can
 

afford to rulit. A factor her, is the fact that migrant workers in France 

have an extrotely high savings capability, r.aching 40 2 of their Incone. 

study InAn IDEP conducted 1971 estirt~e total rewittances to 'auritania 
(39) 

at 220 million U.N. ()or the CuidiWakha arci, the sane author came up 

vith an estinate of 67 nillion U.1I. 
base.d on official postal and other trans­

fer statistics. No doubt this figure urerstat~a the actual total. since a
 

(39) A.B. Dior, 1965.
 

(39) Dussan:L-Ingrand, Vfffct de l'mnitraton sur la r-gion ddepdLart, 
IDE1PIET/R/24.16, tlndatce. 

http:IDE1PIET/R/24.16
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lot of money gets into the country by other channels, such as being remitted 

first to Senegal, direct cash transfer, and rmittance through trusted per­

sonal intermdlries etc. 
The 1977 1hr and Wlnt study gives a higher esti­

mate of 100 million U.N; this breaks down to about 40,00O U.4. per migrant 

yearly, ad can reach 60,000 U.N. In the Sengl vIley area where there is 

a preponderance of sailor migrants -- a better p3ld cateSory. 46 conducted
 

a fc polls in NMaghas and Selibabi, zeroing in on postal transfer often in­

volving administrative payments such as fanily allowances and social security
 

payments. In 1978 total remittances from France were 3.628, 740 U.N. in the
 

casv of Maghama. At Selibabi, for the first four months of 1980, rcittances
 

from France alone totalled 11.521,714 U.M. So th,- Mar and W~ant figures seem
 

to us minizal, and In n,-ed of upard revision. At any rate, the amount in­

volved is considerable, and by Itself provides a reason 
for the maintenance
 

of these migratory chennels, no matter what problems have to be faced.
 

Beyond thir upke.ep of migrants abroad, thcse suvs of money are total­

ly or almost totally reinvested In the he 
area. Such reinvestnnt comes
 

in a nu=bcr of phascs;
 

- First. ttw migrant ust support both his nuclear family an 
 the
 

extended Ka. This is 3n iqsrative duty, and those who shirk itdare not
 

return to the villag:. In fact, 
It is onc ot the reasons people sometimes 

giv for not returning to the villaxt, though such cases arc rather uncom­

mon.
 

- The voniy sent back by =1;,rants, as w hm,e Ilread- seen, helps re­

organize collartIv. lifc in th' villa.., which transcends fornr antagrcnise.
 



The principal function of this reorganization Is to recreate social hierar­

chies 	and mechanisms of cohesion threatenAd by migrations. The "collective 

village buda,'" to use the War and Want term (1977) is organized around
 

two foci: the fund established by algrauts from the village itn the receiving
 

centers abroad (Sec Chapter 5); and the assembly of village elders. The
 

met spectacular projects are prestigiously constructed mosques costing great
 

sus. At Sangue. for example, 221 nitrants contributed 16 uillion francs CFA 

toward such a mosque; this l.rge sun did not cover the interior furnishings
 

or the opening, festivities. the prestige quality and the ostentations
 

nature of this Investucs nay pose problems. In reality, w have to take
 

into account tuo .spects of thest collective investnents:
 

On tho one hand the construction of the nosque syrbolically reinforces
 

village unity by presenting It on th,-* only level where it Is unchallenged,
 

the religious level. All tht.villag. coonunity's contradictions such as ge­

nerationl.conflicts, and u.nstcr-slav.. conflicts, -ire thus sym-bolically
 

transcended. .ni the hostile cnerry thcy encndrr is displaced onto the plane
 

of inter-village cor-pctition. And this unity is particularly important to
 

maintain scil coh,.lon, threatened hy ', nipr-tory phenocwnon.
 

On th. other Lnd, it is not al-ys easy to locnto: profitable collec­

tive Investemmts. Problemt vxvk ri,:nco'd with oxp.rliwntal fam.rIng on irrigsed 

ls'J anke ngrints shy avay frc sinking their savings In that sector. Be­

sides, the nigrants arc In no great hurrv to Invest in projects froo vhich 
(40)
 

only the big shots and rk-rchants vold rr'fit. 

(40) 	On this issue, se the rev, atory pass.pcs in M. Sanuel, 
Le proltariat africain noir en France, 1'ls.pero, Paris, 1978. 
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Moreover. choices are difficult to m ke, in spite of the lively interest in 

ethe development of villag,.s" pointed out by Wr and Went. At Ouali, the 

*igrants* fund umdt it possible to buy a canoe for crossing the river. 

Other cogent exmapl,. may be citcl- from thz Assnba area- ssll-scale fans 

projcts involving newly cleared land, group purchse of siater-dr.aught 

facilities etc. If we consider the availnbl fir.nancing possibilities,total. 

Investmints of this sort arc low. But in our opinion the overriding ex­

planation of the f3ilur, to develop productive investment options is that 

it is difficult to cake these investnents really profitable in the present 

situation, since the ptential investors are not eager to help perpetuate 

situations of inequality. 

- Higrants' renittances also serve to finance the departure of new 

nigrants. specificIlly by pnying for tick.ts. Tht zjnc- is paid back later. 

Xanvhill, it helps mtintain a kind of rotation mmng nigrants. -vfore one 

migrant returnn home, he nrranges for a rclative zo com-e over. 

- Finally. th4 nig3rnts also prepare for their rt turn by aking a 

n'*bcr of p-zsonal inv.ntaents. This rersonal cor. of Invcstonts' the.y will 

do their best te prcv...rv. intact no uatter vw it intcns& collcctivL pres.­

sures are brought to bear on then in a. .attcrit tc induce ther to rzdistri­

butt their gains. 

in the first plc,! tho- nigrant nust s-iv. u :nough con,-y for his har­

riage if he is still urmrried. '-th su ir lr. and can reach IO0,O00U.M. 

Also, hr -ust provi&k, non-y t- s.t up Msr housec in th- fUmily cocmmpcd4 to 

buy furnit-rc an4 clothes. .tc, uiutc i n.-u -:r of -iRrnntx get -arried In 

http:prcv...rv
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Prance. but for thosw to do not want to risk * rupture with the home base, 

marriage at he Is still a must. This Is so because work, both doestic 

and agricultral, is organlzcd according to sexks. 
Herc a very effective
 

block is put on fkle migration, catrary to the practice Ir Toucoulcur
 

society. This is one of the most cfficient :wchnnisas for cnsuring that
 

migrations r=aain a tenporary phenomnon.
 

Individual investments right have a nore swccualtive charac'ter. It 

was the practicc for migrants to buy livestock, and with the growth of the 

migrations village livestock hords increased considerably. Others work 

through "truste. into.ruedlaries". These duntagne ,ay be businessmen, retired
 

bureacrats, uigrnnts cone back home: they invest the savings entrusted to
 

them in trade, real esta:c construction, etc. Thus they tend to Invest In­

tensively in )ikar or Nouakchott, buying u, vacant lots or.vhich they build
 

"Shacks for rent,' containinp !) rNo. each 3 meters Pquare, and hired out
 

to trannient Scninke nigrants for 2*,rOO 
 to 1, 000 Francs CFA a nnth. 

Such situations oft.. gener te conflicts Letvecn nigrants, their relatives 

-
and the duntin %1,o arc sonei-nes ke-ner on their own profits than on
 

those oi their nrrnnt clients. Still inilviduil succest stories ire not
 

unheard hack fr 

net worth of cver 1 Francs CFA in th- .orn of savinqs and the yield 

(ron fazily Investurnts. It-st..rted - c,)strticron firn and opened a cinema 

theater. At BAkel another *igrn-i st.irtec& a Weldin 'rkst o,. Another 

bought a boat ti run a transportation husin-;. the river, -tc. These 

of : it S-'I" -bi, 1 migrant h 1972 With an accunulated 

tn 


different cases ar,, still exceptions, ane the- neo" .noredetailed study. 
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In the final analysis, temporary nigrations into Europe anong the 

Sonlnke and their Toucoulcur neighbors reinforce ties vith their houe bases 

in coatradictory ways. 
On the one hand they reinferce the collective vil­

lage structure which, or.account of the relativc dissolution of domestic 

structures, appears indispensable if aigraticns are to be kept functioning 

as temporary phenomenon, through the :revention of pernanent niLrant depar­

tures. (We say the dissolution of donestic structures is only relative be­

cause the Ka extumded faxily still has some cohesion, and its elder, the 

Kaumie, still has iuthori:y. ) On the other i-nd, the sa=b aigrations create 

novel self-advaacment opportunities for the nigrants back In their home
 

societies. 
 In short, they reflect and develop the sane contradiction w
 

sau at vork in Sxninke society. Because these aigrations are a recent pheno­

aenon, it vould he unvise to atteMpt any definitive assessment of the direc­

tion in which they will go, especlally since ve nust also factor in France's 

imligration which iswchic7, beconing less and less liberal. Nevertheless 

it seems that the current --aintenince of traditional hierarchics and strucr 

tures conceals in anr increasingly ineffective =anner.decp-se.ited tensions 

which could result in a sidtcn lchanie of migrant attitudes tovard their 

how! societies. 

3.2. Sedcnt.rization and Migratlons 

One of the nJair factors in thc 4cnno-ic and social transformition 

of Hauritani, ,luring the last tw decazs is the large scil& sedentnriza­

tion of netmdic herdsmen. The principal reason for this, though not the 

only one, Is the drought. Other causes int.1tde labor nitratir.ns, access 

http:nitratir.ns
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to schools and the "odificationof productici systems. Let us recapitulate
 

here a few stat'Astics. These are well known figures; nevertheless, they
 

need to be handled with care. (See the RA1IS DeUcgraphic Report).
 

Table 15 : Sedentarization in ,auritania 

1965 1977 

Nowads 65 2 32.2Z 

Rural rcpulation 25 41.9 

Urban " 11 21.9 

TOTAL 100 IM0 

Part of this evolution Is 3ccount d for by the moverent of herdswen 

tovard urban areas s4- that it is not, strictly speaking, an instanct of se­

dentarization, understvod as the settlcment of herdsuen In the rural sector.
 

The development wtich n-st lucidly explains sedentarizatton i.s the growth 

of this rural sector during this period. It is also)necessnry to take ac­

count of subtle distintions in the v.anil urbant centers wuhere we ip.ht fine 

a continuation nf rural activity patterns. Sedenzarzatien and urbanization 

are two phencacnon Mard to tell ,iart. WIe nust also take note af cases of 

family settlerent In vich the nen go off te tcown huntinq jcrbs. We are in 

-effect dealing with ciciplex processes with onlAy -ne constant factor the 

prnnnunced reduc:Ior in one tvi, of an[ il hits-andr" and the relative fading 

of a way of life basel on noadist. This nprccos- is an onoing one, as 

1977 census data hearing on the intcnti,-- t-.) settIc doa of p-orle inter 

viewed shcv. During the census 91,495 nc.-adic tyuseh.lds w re located. Of 

these 80 or thereabouts practiced intil hushawiry is their chief ,-ccupa­4) 

ticn, while 15 X, most but not all of w'w. vre Ifar.tin, w-rked as farmers. 



I 
n 

* 
O

i 

-i 
	

o 
a
 

I
a
' 

t~
aI
."

Ia
 

-' ~
t*

-*I 
, 

a
 

1 
*
I
 

*
"



I• 	
J 

I 
, 

II
 

a
o
 

.
a



S
a
.
.



a 
a
 

1 
1 

0 
, 

I 
i 

V
!' 

a 
I 

I1
,i1

,.-
	

S
I

' 
.,.

.,.
w

I



*
 
	

I 
l

Il
 

liI
 

I 
I 

a 
	

I 
i 

;-
" 

I 
i 

	
It

-a
I 

, 
; 

i 
I 

lll
 

II
 

a
 

I ~
 

i 
I 

*
 

I 
_
 

a 
lI

P
.I 

I 
	

I 
I 

I 
t
~ 

Sr
" 

{"
) 

I 
! 

	
-

• 
! 

• 
i 

a 
-

a
• 

C
I o

 
I

al
 

1 
8-

I

f 	
l 

, 

rI
 

, I
I 

'. 
-a

 	
I 

• 
I 

I
-
a
i
 

i 
"'

 
a 

-
3I

 
I 

x 
I 

, I
 

, 
I 

*.
.*

I 	
,~

 
j 

l 	
a 

,, 
I~

 '
 	

. 
'a

*~
I 

* 
	

a 
" 

I
I 

d
 

S
 

a 
a 

a 
t 

!'
 ~

~~
~~

i 
1 

' 
.
a
.



, 
,
 

a
i
 

, 
;

a 
a
.
,
 

, 
S
 

a
 

I 
I 

i
 

I 
, 

	
I 

,=
I 

i=
 

I 

a 
,
 

I
-
'
 

I 
a 

l l 
a 

S 
I 

, 
,at 

ca
.
 I

 
a a

 
a
-
it'"

l
I 

	
a
 

a 
c 

, I 
a
 

a 
, 
a
 
	

, 
I 

o
 	

I
c
o
 

3.
.

a
N

 
'• 

0 
a 

I 
.
-

I 
• 

• 
I~

 
l 

II
 

,~
a,

 
A

 
a.

 
gq

 
,a

. 
c
 

.. 
-~

 
* 

S
 

-
a 

-a
I 
a
 
a
 
	a

, 
N

 
" 

I 
c
 

I 

' 
I0

= 
I 

ZD
 	

'1
' 

a 
I
 

'
 

" 
' 

: 
' 

a 
I 

a0
4 

I 
l i 

-
I 

, 
a 

a a 
N

S
 

a a 
a

a 
:I- ~

 * 
0 

0-
N

 
I a 

a 
I
 

a 
a 

a 
j..

-
1 

*
 

a a
 I o -

!'ia a £ 
a a 

,a'-
a a 

0 
a"

 '
--

'*-
' 

a.
 

a:
a'

a"
a I 

i.,
 

a 
­

a
a
 

, 
, 

-
, 

i 
-

a 
I 

I
a 

I 
a 

i 
a 

* 
a 

a
 	

II
 

,b
 

1.
 

, 
a 

S
 

, 
a~

 
, 	

C
 

,I
 

I 
I 

a 
a 

a 
	

1
a a

 a
 

I
I 

S
 	

S
S

 
a 

	
a

a
 a

 
-

.
.
 I

 	
* 

a 
-

a 
a 

a 
	

I 
-

" 
a i 

-
a 

C
II 

a
r 

a0
 

a 
a"

 
a 

	
2

i 	
a 

I 	
*
 

i 
I 

a 
a
 

I 
a 

a
a 

I 
a

a 
a
 
	

.
a

I 
	

' 
I 

	
I

I
I

i 	
I

II
aa 

a 
I'

J 
I 

i~
 

* 
' 

a a 
I *

 
a
 

I 



Thus, about 25 2 of nomad households asmed to get settled sooner or 

later. 10 2 of these were in fact either already settled or just about to 

do so. Among agro-pastoralists whose nain occupatton Is faming, there t 

were much more srious plans to settle down, Involving 50 1 of them. of whom 

15 2 wanted to settle dowm mmedIttely. A tiny mmber, 3.6 2. saw sedenta­

rization as a matter of settling down in town on this issue there ws., 

practically no difference between herdsn and agro-pastoralist farmers. 

Tis mans, predictably, that the occupation of far'2ing inclLies people 

strongly toward sedentarization, while herdsmen think of se4datarization as 

a long-tern project. For eaple, onl7 8 2 of then were either already 

settled or planning to settle down soon.
 

The Important role played by farming as w catalyst in the sedentari­

zation process long antedated the drought, and several authors have noted
 
('.1)
 

this importance.
 

To take just one example, sedentari:ation on arable land around Lake 

Rkiz began long before the drought (Santoir, 1973). At the outbrcak of the 

drought about 3,O03 Hors were already settled around -he lake. A najority 

of th se were Blizanl. their nunbers grew ranidly as a resulz of developoent 

projects using water froes the lake. 

The sedentarization of agro-pastorclists .iy result froc intensive 

farming connected with developoent projects of thv tyvW referred to, or 

with the erection of 0as etc. Italso results fron a decline in animal 

(41) 	 See es.vcialI, C. To-zpet. La svdenarisAtion dcs nonades en Hauritanie 
Centrale Sahliennu. 19)77. 



husbandry s based on a socil differentiation between MRaiz herdsmen and 

Isratin farmers, though some lemma used to do their own fa: Lng. I nt 

cases, then, this development of farming posed a nuaber of problem. Zither 

the Bizani entered into competition vith the Keratin for use of the best 

land, like the land Improved by development projects, or they tried to reas­

sert their domination of the Baratin. In both cases the situation generates 

conflicts ubich can sometimes explode openly, as happened in the case of the 

fagta Lahjar dams. (On this score, the report on farm labor and the land 

tenure systen Is wrth stydying). Thus, formerly, the sedentarization of 

Haratin, especially around agricultural development projects, semed to be 

a soans of intensifying their farm production, an intensification which 

would benefit the Bizant who still held on to control of the land. kut 

then the situation changed, often forcing the lizani either to take to 

farming themselves or to move closer to farmlands and to settle dowm there. 

The sedentarization of nomads whose principal occupation Is farming 

poses other problems because to a certain extent it makes it necessary to 

haruonize animal husbandry with the sedentary lifestyle. Beyond that, it 

is also necessary to distinguish betveen types of animal husbandry (see 

the distinctions drawn up in Section 1.1). Here again. 1977 census eta­

tistics enable us to refine our analysis somewhat according to region and 

type of animal husbandry. (See Table 17). 

Also the different types of animl husandry Are related to the degree 

to which note or less extensive noviment is necessary. Otl is, to a more or less 

wide-ranging -cazadism entailing varait.le shifts of settlements. :977 Census 

data shed light on these variations (See Table Id ) 

http:varait.le
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In over 50 0 of the cases the type of animal husbindry carried on
 

entailed muerous desplacemnts (5 or zore per year). msakir it hardly
 

copa ible with sedetntaritation. iince transhumnce, in which only the
 

family shepherd toes off with the flock, is widespread only in h.h 

southern regions. incidentally the areA with the largest percentage of se­

dentary households (Assaba. ("orpol and Trarza). On the other hand, there 

are quite a few herdsmen, about ItT. who move on~c or twice z 7ear. These 

also are lccned in the most southerly regions, i.e.. Assabi. Braknas and 

especially Trarza. These are areas where the abundince of poseure and 

the relative availability of wells haz- reduced the extent of nou'dic
 

practices.
 

It i- precisely in thesv repions that we find herdsen settled 

in the largest concentrttions on their pastures. In other wards, ;t is
 

here that w, find anial husbandry ind the sedent'ry life nost closely 

harmonized. In South Trarz,,, even before the drouht, tribes of cittle
 

herds--'.n te.re bexinning to settle do%.-n iroun5 wells w .utc Pernanent houses 

and schocls ctc. werc bcinp built. -.hus, the village of Lekri el MJEar was 

founded by the Tachedbit tribe arwund he vell bearing the sate nr=e about 

1960. there were discussinns in thr tr'bal assemblv. the jenm: then that 

section of the tribe uhd ;e noc.aic pasture r.-nge wa.s within IS kilometers 

of the w;ll head began -.onstruztion uork. By the tine of the drought, a 

school had 3lready been .oaplctc . r. -r the well. By IQ, ' to '5 houses 

had been built. Uhcn the dreught .:a.-c. the -ydcntarization Proctss picked up 

speed. Sut there wcru hardly ary n,%. 5uildings put up, sinc, k,: herdsmen lost 

almost -!I their livestock. Thsv !ost herds did not et built vnp again. 



because all the probleus follo ing in the wake of the drought caused lirge 

scale %jigrationg/I=nW the nale !abor force, wakie it hard ,o find shop­

herds. Need~eps to say* the continuation of the drought was hordly calcu­

isted to revive anil husbaniry.
 

Siben sedectarization nvenvjs reach a certain critical size. the 

process becoc*s vroblnatir, especi-lly since the drought entails an in-­

creasing soutbard pepulation drsin. these herdsccn who are not in I po­

sition to move are often the hardest hit by the drought's efiects, and their 

livestock get viFed out first. t'ri'er these circumstances, sedentsriztion 

is often linked to livestock .csrcs in opposite cases, it is facilitated
 

by the econonic capacity to pay shepherds to mov flocks farther south. That
 

was che case in the districts of Kifi- and especially of Aloun. In those
 

districts cost of the bonA fidc her4te.;n roved to P.ali in I77. By con­

trast, the rced to lengthen tr.ns~hp.nce trips southrrd activ.ted sow
 

herdscen to settlc dow core or less perminently on ncv rainr season 01s­

ture linds uhich (ornerly were their for-er dry season pasturzs. 

This vay they could Also carry on their ferninf.
 

In s .. -. en it ccos to the -eed to continue their livestock 

raisinr occuritions. nocads have sevcril options . numer of uhich allow 

a relative degree of sedentariz ior. 

Th.y xay becoe more =O1! t . . etvin; steadily farther soti.h: this 

option is P3tur.4lly the least c-i-rati, c with sedentirization, 

Thy may hire shepherds- this is the rich ":an's ortion
 



- They may settle around veils, this option is operative when only 

short-range nov nts are involved: 

- They nay settle on rainy season pastures and farm lind and prac­

tice trnsbunce, sending part of the fazily off vith the livestock 
perio­

dically: or, they say undertake short-rare movements in the dry season.
 

Sow sedentarization situaticns thus seen coupatible with animal
 

husbandry. However, it is patent that the context vithin which 
this seden­

tarization takes place, nraly the context crcated by the drought and attendant
 

livestock losses, encouragws the grovth of other occupations such as farming,
 

itinerant trading or labor migritions and these occupations fill the 

void left by the relative decline of animal husbandry.
 

if the foregoing ana!ysis is v.-lid, we rtay expect the sedentariza­

tion process to happen prinaril' on irtble land and secondarily on pasture 

land. The .ximple, already cited ef the Tachedbit villages of Lckri el 

Almar south of Mederdra, is an illustration of this latter cise. The fact
 

that th. group settled down sore ti.-x bick is an indication of its desire 

to beco e sedentary, link-d to thL establishaent of edainistretive facilities, 

a schel, the siaking of 3 second, cc-..nt-lined well aroune 194,. etc ... In 

the South Trtrza area, there ,ar.- -i'-n- such villages. 

A fev cas.zs ay excplify the conditions under which 9cnrish herds­

men got settled on firnlnds recently. A few kiloneters fre-.. Ale7, the Lad­

damani c!an of the Idyeydeba tri.. "-tilt the village of Tayhe, in -.n area 

where they traditionally farrxc. In 197?, theyi huilt the fi.rxt houses there;
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many finilies froc other tribes joined the* Laelil. Oulad -bieri, etc. To 

thes nevwvers the Lagdau-i allotted arable lInd In return for 25 Z to 

50 ! of the harvest. Farning provri difficult. for exanple cultivation has
 

only been feasible in two years since 1972. This, added to th. problem of 

livestock losses, led to isovecents of the n'les tcv%,rd the urbin 'reas, though 

aot in overaelaing nitcers, since worksites along the road provided a modest 

amount of erloyemcnt for a while. At the the village nm bersmcnt. about 

200 fawilies. Generally. sedent-riztion continues in the Srakna trea. The
 

Haratin settled first, especially neir the river valley where vill-iges called
 

adab2y hve existed for a long tive. Recently, houses in these villtges
 

have been built of durable *aterial vnd th,"villages ire be .-Oinf stable. The 

IarAti. 
 lso settled in the AlL? reiion, the farthest licit of tte dam-site
 

f.rmin z zooe. The Bizani Iwve ils rovcd closer to town, where they carry on 

noadic occupations on the outski-:ts, settle ircund wells 
or cven acre right 

into t-w !' ny of these Bizani also trsde, and the nates eften "ove to Sene­

,al cr t- .Souakchott. vbere they cpr, shops. leaving their fvilies behind 

in a sto't: cf relative sedentriz.ticn. 

Sedentarization is
even "Dre highly developed in the neirhborin? 

region -f '*);t( Lahjar. where di:, exist in the greatest pr, fusion. In that 

region, -i,-ritions have not been so rreva.lnt ard conflicts betveen Hara­

tin ind Riz-ni over land rigits h-vc bcccne rather wi"esprcid. Since 

1973. th.re k~s been incr,,asins, sede.c rization in vill..gcs or %all towns 

near L-iterinz points or the .ouikchot, Nemi highway. Invari-bly, people 

,ettl, dewn neir farains ireas 'r.-'
sc! .ntiriz:d herds-ien prefer sending 
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their herdsa on traunshsvmmce '.rics unk#gyz the cire of st~~ephrJs. Scmwtinzae, 

stdantariastion Uitht nrOCeeJ On tug, ltVel* in the Adabav JurjnS the plantiv* 

season, Witt, the *srbAn ctnter4 orcwuline -aLUll-back -osiltioni in case rainl 

precipitation level-% 'ike riup:stinerst irpr~ccical. Addiicionilly, 

ur!'an centers hive seen their noulv.r. rvctl with V%. influx o: t'&, (a­

ailies left teitnd by ntwuids who, or. -ccount of the drought, Khwc to range 

fir so'Jt' in search of Ivisture, A-0~ t'i* it bettir to lesm- their fanilies 

in these centers. In the Aioun rc4;r-.)n and in the lanchakett re,ior in parti­

cular, tk- finA this tepndecy to etvJl' on farv land eptrmtiviv on r".' Patn 

estit'e. 

Wuirtl.er to the south, !'e~- ettle wround ran-cpn- r e 

areaov, but t'e relitiv4' i',uu-ince ef imr-i N'rints zihout akird nt L!ttlenent 

linked to t!,, southuurd !xtcn-Oon .31 -xmudic aw.-events. In 'uidAw'gha. it 

his eveni r~cer known for larnit zi,': to obtiin land frm. ttA ;inke 

in returr for irccific 

' ~~ !0e be frozmrn t-ie %itutionat earticular 

MO.' ilrtaJy *-.a-),ned. As co-t w:;-*j-. , ;- ! to Vie rcasons.iffijcult ii-ntif: 

thy retn~ c'ose to sett'_, in z, -t_1 rathr thir c% : r-,il r or 

Place. !t do.-', seefr q'sitl. %:.- r, :i'nurs i. ofvp _ ;,c recv-on for? .,tthir 

cb.,osirw tr 4ttle in t-.- Lurhnr. Owtb'r:;, iftur M~, hzeI- is -.re 

accc!:~' in the fo-m -)f fot4 iAlw--nts. soci -I redistri zt--. -:'tc... 

The c-:., V th,. A'-cl Ir~r Aiz-t, 'v, -- ,-rved in 'v Mi%), is ...-I at 

http:Wuirtl.er


illustr-ition of %1hst these rmvnmt hive hecom.. Th'- trit-e invoIved in a 

?mway tribe frov Trirzi, norsI'v livin: 3n'i riisin't cattl! 211 kilomwters 

south of the CEmcl *%i. In 0~7-1, kivin. lost all chair r'osscssions, thzy 

tiecidjeI to move on wassa. O)nly Vfl ten~ts r.,rmined on the old -asture l~iwi 

vith -%fr surviviev aio'ils; 40 ,zr tents were Coved tovn:d 'te %osso­

.4ouskchott road, w'tdlq othern h.e..-c directly for t~e toun. til tents set 

up ilow t'~e ro~d survivedi in rn:il 'estitution, with absolutely no re­

,sourcts. rTh- "oole wished to reach '$xa~kcvwtt, hut for the Otim S~n did 

not h-v, t e-ns for .iccmw'!i-.i-- tile move. 

7uicwe b iustified in~ s-,,osinv. that the s.Cdntarizrtio:- of nontsds 

is one phmsz in a ProrT5ssion lo!iding to nore rrm-nt set-: -%cnt in 

towno ? In ,tevpral cas-is, tho ~-trtrizationi of fsu.ilics ot 'nr in 

hand with the -jigruipa of work~i v -les, and can !'Lrinp bou;r .1 f -nily 

grouw nivi t ion3f in the long run. znrc',les besetting thec (3r**n7 !:tctor a"nd the 

sni3w.1 hu '-3irv industry Cant tcv tt %;wr on such -t decl ".i'mnt. *)r!cr factors 

coul-i Actu~illy or note~ntiitly *.irf luence in other direczions. There is, 

i. the C~rst mlzice, t'w- very rt-. -- t-chwnt Docl fe--l for a lind they 

tuive f or -',neriations in -. t ses; this -%tt~tcb,1mnt on!yf stronger 

in th.. li"rnt of currmnt hir-Isi.it icr~thos.. -:eekinx icr tc--. No 

douht, it this level ther,- -tgl- *niv. *cen -a nes-tjlity of d.-certrilizing 

much noz cisitv the running of -'&tiietrativ-!3!fairs, of ;-ui1'tut 4chools 

3nd of 'i4tri!)utimt fool in4,ir vur. -mnner as to r~inforc tl'ii: Iocal 

"etri1t ion of n-mmas. 



3.3. ligratiors ipW' t'.i ri r. Interov.iste tjr'-n j.~nters 

The 'oest-Irtmight situitimo4 h'iii been ciracterized hy the~ lyrtaic 

growth of thex nrigxcinil urilon cent-rs. cirmsci-My1 %vuikciorc, as well ,is 

by 2 repulition influv i,~t.' %rsil:r.ror.-I isr n c -ntiers. j-,- tvcr. t4w crea­

tion of ne center%. I&' V,11 cvtte2riZ-. Vet na ~tts u* I not 

beciuse of th.eir .*izc. wh#ich. oft>.n hinpons te) S. quite %t!,be!utctuse, 

thav hwe na si,-n~ficmnt role- t. -Iiy with~in the ruril. socatr. Tb, populn ion 

grout. somic of these c-nt'erf '-.p excriencI ais teen reimrk.ibic. 

Table 19 Populstion Grovth of Urban Centers 

I Qj M- 1977 

Aioun 

*1~ 

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ 

!Outiinit 
__ 

4 if'/) 

1 

7 

7 

tt 

ftI, 

!outrcii:mrit 2 ,'?t.. 

'.:~ trr~~r s~'.' ~i..5~'Iv narth oif ti, Sri'k 7O:- tn nrc 

.in %A.i1:1 0- er5= ri.
-,t c-r .*: ' !i'vo, Otc' s 'r~~~ 



as such. W- row arced to !'Pr#")v t~e -iroiculir form it t-Akas in this in­

svrx-, of sedcntarizfiin in intc rmtcii tc urtn ce~nt4'rt. Incidentilty. in 

the poll or intentions trn iertll- doim cCrJucted durinv. the 1977 ccnisus. the 

moiber of tbomods wh~o pIintwd to sittIo in nuch ipterwediate toilnc w-s thrice 

that of those'~-n for !owikci-otr. To ht shiIrpen our pro~inpg. W- %hall 

Aq t erics of qrzwaific ltcstions -. it nre*Icr,; h- 1)(4'r. nvttendent on 

the settlewnt of -.?o-ie ir e. tc' mt I Do these -qtrlerient rovenents con­

stv~ werwzig,e cas.- s )f de~rio 7 -nd if -:o. ire~ thesc m~i-r~irms timp a 

stase~ on ttk-i vny to qetlevnent in H rr 'r irbi-t '-etert'.q? 

"c-)le ire draur. to th*-,~ i-t urbwr cimters cu fvcounft of 

ter%. At the tim- of~it~~r tv nc~nb.,rcd usuailly ~' htiilrd or, 

in a~C~:,i thfrz'-1rd top !thcr tofv-v "-:htt.rought s, rvi the 

2diistr-stive it com-4rciil -y;gt Since Iicr'r--etirc 1danistra­

tivofvc:t h-v* bt'en r ~)~~I virtst of V! - l of re­

cionl r~s.sof such Pu'dic r.c4 d~tispems.1ric.;, oCm-.i~llv hox­

pitilr, -'ri 'ct zotvonl-,s: ,'.' finct. in' -Zon of thi-e~ to--- coilcees 

j'mA~ V- h risis ith.iAv, ur~ ir I t~ d rf*:,bt im! Ow: foo& 

bromznt ir. it !4..- ON.,Jist r!-ut o o: Iow Ad ind 

O'e r-iut.r 4unp:*' fo-,; r r*ns. "v -ill zh~evil~L! hi OCne 

functiv %--: he-r Iec.7i- ntice that west el tjr- aivnf 

srited Oi-ir Vwikcinv,-~ -*is. v*'ich inici-ienti'-!I'. vt 'uilt for~l -c 

the ! ic 'urr'o' o" intc-'ic,, - it'iO he '-Ol( criUntrv 1i .1%'t" 

o')Cnian' tv ore r,. - t -1-;c:'l hclbidu-uct- -.- to --rrk linrv,.. 

..1. 



attract fliZ21flts to ths asu. cre-te andtOaJS th-v j'nbs *'Oost tra~'k.: 

Vi havc airzaL~y seen (Section 2.3' tha 't.lx ratios. in, tlicrc LVrbaz c-.nters 

are extreml-t %tell *,ilarc!. This is. tcntrry to vhit us- hive~ -rtlC in thos', 

town~s '> att~rict r-ior-nt iv~trcr.- twrtrily, an if. ;m ir.vi~ ot' thrit 

~itvir 'in,- -it h f a ilv-ty%, irr ion',. 

This ponut ition influx.. r Lin- :c in zi re'1itiveliy s.hort Twrio4 

and in 0-c~ ibsence~ of ev !n the -3ut 1 r.,"-t-ry uirbn nr tiit to~ take :.Ire 

of Wh ov.rl. %vi. v.,r'~v ~r qrohl..:i. No ';ltitionli .*Svc beO.~ 

look,A' -t t!- -ist closAdv at ',i(! cnL of tl%, c~tnt ,rs vhcrL ON-00:rraphiic 

pr,!ssur~r iwre tronve-t, in ir. %-rQ%vn ev.'n --ore inltense -_,.causc of 41 

Ar nil:' O* vis n) -it;. !.l tnin- of nv sort in. c E~om-s, 

mo.r Virt',~:vy '~r.s ti'.cl. irpccrirp, =;iRrat. -.1c; 'S, 

to -­

who of- .:e~rvA thir t i t_: %r f"trc-- trit -1 ch-.ilz. P-ir Situa­

sipvr7*v%, I r:ici'nt :~i'Ln t:)* t's.. tovn' s oldt r ir.3!tnts 

c oiriI f"Z.'t.:4 I ion~. r* 1 1 e I4 ilr -v:v allwat.1J rue e mde r*I yi 

inr.- ~It-. thLe ran. oi tmcan' I I iu-inc! con-truct ~on num~r-!- con­

flict-1 -.- our tv.-n1 -ir, i. .vitr t ii$"t'' 

ur sr,_r!-*.-. n r U~tr,-conron,bvrniht o! , lnce~t 

tl%, ii: - ,: tnt of;ic -, % ft re isoI it K;:-.-i :t ... pr1.c 

http:allwat.1J


them*lft, -r tven t*'_ first sq,. Attr%, io, of cou.rsi, hw- ac lev- I title
 
to tt.%Is-A. 7he fict th.at th-%t: iv ~u fr, sn ot~~ ~s4~
 

an is to*g r.'qteirinr ,Ioly th. .- rticioation of a qa~ And :WD vitnesses,
 

added to tt'L cm'fisiop. Thts, i,,; Urily th-t tr,%it;.ontl!v %mrILJA sc:
 

of lip.! siipVy sold this~'v ~Jit W:"tv ions*-, tc- To
,mi rr 

rnxi--u.Zc -prfits. thz svtIcrs cut u. -. otf. inti tiny parccls, rno -ven 'witring 

io a-. rw*sior, Pwr roids. I,. j h ni r.'4qr~w upi'. itoleve 


3roun-1 oti- n'.:rsotv1ve fron t A's Si~i lihrud -.rib,:. Thi* t'r 
 long 

settled j,;st qi'stsjde Vie town, to ,.sitd *j-;% A nio-so.nil fujtatyvanc. 

So Sc v~ol. it 'uwmn hinse1f 141 Iiitriute nlot of l-and fre.- of :%Ir.-C, vith­

out vu:-ois'sjof fFroe tha- rr.Iv.:rP --ff irjiAs 

Iv. ra touns vere mi i~t r; t* fi wIther !j 54, and%v3 r'oiid".t t: 

4Tht v-t r w o.r is .- -'cst t' 1 -'ic fj I. 'eit -iS:-?j. o icv tsnc -rqround 

vtter--S,1i .. str -t ; it i-ist A11 -iIor-*, -t- of wtc by viny 

t! - Vie .- ' nd t . . in 4mouI c inn -m1.~r cxtrem' 

scar,--. 5 Aif'ieult to qin,- l-- in 'Froo Ticaani icou-t fthe, ~Itraon 

4istav. ir- lr~iii. cost. T; t!'.'r iusv ',-ac IIh in, vis a water f t 

i' ~ h-~ , ' u L wm t I tc. -is ov1L, r"jd4v i ":hw. As A 

cors- ot-%L, th. r, r- i .: -( -r ~ rinr~ fro-. thec %.,l) Z.-r !jsjl-.4 

in t% . c. tqers. iryn -k-i i.rrojt~~rt f. li- t,.%- rur il 

http:rnxi--u.Zc
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aros., aroun:' tbe. At Kifta, ifistjhiluoin overitions vere suspuuid in the 

riiny sAasovr, Ouat r'osurted in Janu.ary. D.,nmnd Scaunt tsreciitly intense in 

"May. In "0 ~.s troui i cftv"lex Uure' 'cratic r"rocelure. tht operation %uc­

ce-ed ir. dist-i"lutint Of) zonnes o' corn. 'M~tonnes of hutter, 3,1 of milk, 

and 40 of 14ors. Kif4 uaz ther or-a't wly sur-il joint, so lets of peonl* 

from the nei-2'h'orin-t -i- desceade! or r*-e to-in. !lot!- the censuv --.- ation awl 

lsr-1-tion procets occir' *ne-! 1isrnutes 3ndthe fo II numerous evien incidents, 

iywolvinx fr-z'jc-tt casec of iedostn ouil-! :sCenity 0'tc!ar;9tions and 

overuigf-ts. I. reir-ihle asr'ect of the c~nsus is that al~ost 5"1I of the Jo­

clarat ion; vert rnde " y This civri-ot be texnt ine4 solely Osy 0t! ni
 

itrJation of 
w.or~ in- miles-, a 'tot of! -ilit.; solit uv, in or-ler to net fatitiple 

rations. At ^ny rate, !ond distri~utjon nrt'iP in aopertunitv tor antenre
 

socculat'n". -'ennilest. -'inii-s aell ~ 
 ration coupons to cf,1.ctcrs who
 

hand tht,-! ov-- to r~c' 
 *i ~ '~ the crv.t: th'zv' this ofltain 

till tI;ev c-in Ae I ticwa in twriodi of :rircitv. 

ra'~mnp. !f '-i'rator-: 4 case off. itresur! not w,, even !"cccoetraicl.
 

In 1971, t'.% j'iff. t- -- i, i okartr I I vof rain. flarrr of t..e r 7ion * $
 

her-!e~en hi, !~'-K-4d! oit' svrm. -vi i-, far as "Aii. rAt sotu- lef: K,.eir 

Po0Mu13ti-.-. '+i:%! U41 "!M! Wo \rv'tt - qno~kiw!r of. 41so cv- to town 

in l~r'e!r sc,-16-t- iuaccer. **-*:- these 0!~~ TntD~lt~t 

once ..tain rose -h-irply in Ia'>­

in -osition' tv ito -i3i -!Uirc Tfl' v -ck the issuec the relative 
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poNvlation +>,nturn in these villates see~instly indicated bv C:-o 077 census 

figurts. P~twte 1975 anit 19 77.Wiff'sporlitarion stipped from M.724 to Ifl,2bb. 

a droo of 21 ". Aiounis J!rope- ZO. 4. frc 13,1./.% to .3,505.Ticdjikja' 

dropped 1.9 7, fron i,175 to 7,15, eni so forth. The only excenlion 513s 

Mee whose P'opul.ition dl-i not (01i, -.-st rose from 5,224 in 1975 to 5,31b 

in 1177. 7her' is no Ar~qujnt a)out tl% nonulation lecreatse per sc; but the 

question! remins : is tOc decrease 4i'(iritive ? Let us takc th4- cs. of 

tiffs. !n 110 1thi,%town'%"iA~ climbed hak to a level certtirily 

hiv'er ttanf t%c 1975 kevelv 'iv rszirtd at 2?',fO by tho Ji-ttrict' s 

fooi 4istrjbution service,:. This devrlom'cnL lea-s -is to think tliat s floaiting 

populat ion 'cu'-r' -,vrou1 t'cese V zy canu to 'S36t. to the country in a 

cood year, hust t'i-Y 4till h'e-) thecir urhan cor-tact chnnl ec-sr. in the torn. 

for iletaince, of still hivi-Wg . d~tCl;i~- Place in ton keepir- -3r of t%* 

tinily t-er.-, in ... I" V'ic hoirt'n-roc, of these ursa~n cont-ers, th! food 

di-trihution -vrocci nlavs an itnxort-irt Part. #'n thc* other -arI, th poverty 

>f this rnorilition. the lack of < rw'-er,- n-cjrtunitics, ond the s'aortalto 

0' C.I'Sl irbc*% -- ~an -%rzl itive er;in. !, il,.*i in thuse tovias .-tiih uu~reto­

forfJ! 1)14 ,rnnret In soce neastJri Frt1 c3lin-s -tit": ncir;b.hri-r --erdsoon and 

famr'r. .Liy .ajoT tr~d-rs frosn rovrq I"r:VtrV'vtoVtci. on 

of t%i-. jpr, %ents th!- oul it iow ;t -.o i. rtovn-, vh.tbtr it he -crnminent ar 

flo1iing, frw,: exhihitln,! siiw:,y mar. , -chavior nattc rqs. "'Ir- Izv-np- con­

dit ione; zat -.mny of thuen to Pivv t:. P*I.:r towns vith 'a.tter iqr rosrmects, 

-Ioc sucl- nv'i ? iv hec irtOivi!-,jai or V-:ily -,vv- Tfhuv, n.rt to' t. . 'opulation 

livirqi in "'Ouj~chwtt-s 10 '*qrou.?'- i. ni-e tup~ of WeoM from -eiffa ina. Aioun. 



Wi have totreu Oca reva scai-uirbar. centcr4 built a!ter tb.- Jrought*
 

aud gopctireg harlborint seve'ral Ovotsn p'owle. in a searite c: rc-ory.
 

I% hetr w ces rarticulariv cl,'ir frcsn roil -'~ Ni'ouk­tan-*-vg~ iloop~ t~e 


chott srol Yiff3. In t'ir *1i'r r-ion, t~e followimt cen~ters iavt nmshroonwc
 

very fttt : tc~vrvit. AohCI p."-.L* I -*n to settle in 190.; L.Vd'-- I'~)
 

centers ira. nt-*cr5 of hucuci' !'iiis or '%conle frott *kin'tclott. 'at is 

chevw r to 1-7-ve o,''s fkuilv in t~s~tovn;, since cxtvnses %r-.- -nly 33 7 of 

what t"iv wnuld be in PNoui~cot; in %4dition. itmxivcs it cisier to "nain­

tahia traitOwnil customs". Thrv'iU o, livA.,stock u'Pch rivc far 3field 

under t'.- cAire of shuapbtcr.s, re'ni urini the rainy scassv- M~otor vdickes 

ru duily tritso bctvcvn thessCv;tz ar! *Al--!P. Traffic evon trrov! hea3vy in. 

the riiv -vison. lhcn tc'.ool chilir,;n -in- colle!-z stuJcats r-,tur-, '.on fros, 

I-, the Tiqt Lqhiiar re'-ion. tc'*:-e ccrptcrs ire owrc: chiis.cly c".necte4 

with' f.,rinp.~ vv! irc; often jil!.t cI'nse - i 'tr. site. 4Oaftt't is 

a re1lat velv nci' town vi,*, ttev,!r-. - foun. irh !iiints, is tl.us rittiated, as 

is Ss:nttravi, a cn', Of rtjtl-,srirs towns %%r,. -0sinisative 

sevcL .:,n4 scl-co:s -r.- situit.-!. xeric-nc,! t nonviudion inw 0-. dry 

sea" or? ecou'fl of the distr i'-,st" flf !ood r.tons. Co ,. 11,irtin!~ tizv,* 

the n ool 'hc.d bic% to their f,-.1. '--r si-i1 ir rcisons, tY. t-~rdepn alse, 

soesti-' . rni7 t'i'ir !v'' t c.rrs !or it of t%; yc.:r. 

in ' cn t h -rirzit, ve fiwvi yet .jt'~cr Situition. crtin l~vrcI 

centcriv n3-toly q'~i?, 'arein'r, %I'v %-ic jtc ... 'nsvf vrm -s scdontarizition 



centers becase of the 1 rought. In zne rerjon. the Se&Ientarizaticr .ovemnt 

is erieral. Larger concentrfii~s crow up around %ure~urraticpet!. 4s in 

Rrior arouri otle*r vpolts of 4kttcactiort : arcins a#-d ita %##later. for 

iosime wre fossio.- hy d-;4ci-les of the -'nergslest Ti'.aniyya Cheilki Ibra­

hir vyass cnmine fro tl'c lrol&O'. srtei. 

These in1tc'rrKii1C urhin centers provide, supolerent~rv chirmls for the 

rural evoilif', argi tt woui4 seti iivantsrec;',*in 043t short-ter,to emcour31 

acoale tr' settle there. 'cuch -i -olicy presut'poses the existence -3 a Dinima. 

of infrastructurei And anntiein. Lnfortuneit-ly, this mirniuun do-i not yet 

exist. lecsusc of this Ia11 'i* e irnterwediUtC urban zenters can do is 

to serve is io y stations for ori'n th~eir uay to Viec lar-est cities. 

3.4~. qi&ratpry 'owr*entS ant CCTC ruIktion Axes 

Ai re ",-ave a.-c~ady notel, -flritanfa's roie nec'aorl 'trev ratt-er rapidtly 

after iiceo.These hiru ays t-risl'rossino! thie -iationl territory have 

heli'-' re~trct --i,ratory %treae t'wird %Iuritiniasown i-itsrior, especially 

toviri !;ou4c#ot. cete of vo raim. The rperne of the %,ou1-chctt-::em& 

hi~%~~which, at rh,! C-w of i. hai reacheJ Fi'fm.snv! is expected to 

re~ach .Aio~rm 1 I'iI, h,3n".nin,-i.' i- -id jtust after the *Jrocv-, 01w'yd a very 

irportrt p~rt in ctunr'~iinp nirn: fro.- the .-,stern reltionvi, r',e latest to 

Pet involved5 in tl~e ',iwruorve tovird V.-kcNott. iuiltarly, during 

the 4rip' t, the ouf-chntt-Rosso '-i-hay served as an.axis tloe i-nich Yrarza' s 

noca4l" -. ttted. rhit suchi tom&rcier hKv cortinued iA evidence.4 '.. the exsmple 

of tOe .".tl ,rir Aldabjyi ct J.-scrihed in 3ection 3.2. *.t Oc. tine of 



the drought, these settlemaets cow, ,_! dozns of ,iloseters, thip roadside 

settlenents servingi as stations on the way to Souakichott's sl'as. 

VIith the worst of the crisis tchind us. howi are w Co evaluate the
 

role playe-4 by th~ese cxuwnicati*n 3xes in chan-mlinj rir4tor- -rrans?
 

Stui.. co'VIuctfd alone botth th.e fin~ished and the unfinisea1 -irtsof the 

Mouaachott-hioun hithiariy provile -t fe very tentat~ive ide%-%. V is is de­

finitely out of t'. i~uczs tl.jt iou-i justifv a Ionr r-nte study all by it­

self-. 

We have noted that this ah'yaxis pl %is %irt in OzI sc'knarit iou 

process- strtx of the neu urbin c,-nter- suc% ,i Oual I4ur and Atchereitt h.2ve 

in fict --'o,,n uP ilont it. ActJi~ly, the Process of people settlin- r'own 

alone. the roA he~an even hc[7r- ce roakd %nslauid dovn :t't. trkrts -and 

Via bor.:'le of 91.onds ittr-%cc -' tb: mnw'is thare; once~ thiere, th,:y found water, 

later i few old jobs, An! oportLuriti.-, to s.et up -ts pettv trHl.-r% orge 

ancillery ;o'-s, etc ... Trihu! -. cwr' at.' often quite ;ucill' 'a-ri! of ov)­

pertunit:-ZA off.-reI 1,y hi~ae t'm: asser"lv 0".thco 'ius, of '4Wylsouss-It 

fron A;.oun rcpior~ leciied to s.-l ur 4illa2:,ts aou th raduneo-wf-.i~ 

constructien so is Co cnqiure thtk th,, got suchu 'usic urtenitics Ps a school, 

ouhlic service facilities, etc ... Th-mo such vi!lAges, Miira i-t Titn 

2rc alrci4y Foinn concer-s. !livin.- ir fact -ach been Wmilt ir mlot -rovcs iround 

a sall Vsir u"h~c' hit4 loe~r in (-. quitte sore ri-v. -*'ter village
 

is under co,vtr-,ction -it tLunt-hayl.r. I* the Wdevbaussit, nh~:rt sedentari­

zatlon -voint! situ-ttzd on their :r-i'tionat istur.-s i)p,%r:ntIV !C! cc'noitible 

with t!;tr irvtice of aniw'l- '''-1v The nc:rhy pastures h--.-- itluiys been 



sa~tisf-ctory. Otit they rteded this they nov hope to hive, 

tfuks. to the worksite tr-eholet. 

just ai s-4ntiritLltior axis; it *. - ha!%penr. to cni e trvel such cisior. ard 

this %,,t -ni contriAictory o'" Pirrorv rovesnts. 

- Its reriods of ris t-a m~~*~~ikes it easy for paoVIiA- to travel
 

to th-z cit;- .-,r thie (ood tr :.n oit;
 

- NSit &- *s iv LQw1'v i1) j.%j reverFse :t)vevnts, WUt -.- OZv. SO 

it -n'kes it -ossible for Oaiiy to leive their faxitils ir. I.o viI1.rte cr 

in th iruc ,rvcdiite 'ur iv centc-r. t.iile t'y -' jcab-hu';.n' i. t~w city; in 

i (c co-.inry; 

- '?1'~,thzroid cisce. It1tr3vel, OcvioJYc a-rj or con­

Pre~itioir for frruc nn-i hLr-rrk.- -;rouwz Vv-i intortaliut.- ur,; r,-nters. This 

(fcility tt -is %-'u.ck a- rt. -i-! Oci'ncies to ri~ into tIle larger 

c~it icl. 

it is cl. 'r, tier r:-tt V'., -,t-tern e('rcts of th, con'trjictior of 

Iic~v~s n: , Vttitory roeet -. ! ev'trjdictory twJ j tii r--c-il. This 

,-4f-r - es7 t ects.bccos 'v c I-!--. whe. r.., ur- ccns ider-i ion of! I c,--.t -r-i ef 

r.o f-ct ;- , evi'rvthing *Ic-n~s c- r- tics to~ ulikl these -.tv~'ill be 

out . n AI-iv wrrs, tv-crvthin- - di on tc.- 'io Iit ic'tI 4-'-ich it I 

he cie.k vith r'-ird to r).e'c h r'-.'lls-t t. cone-rt-O S-V -- nut t'h' 



1 P? 

effect-. t%.- road M1s bid on nisr-itory strvams is very ambiguo'us. In the first 

place. thay notz Oat thre rozi ~' travel to Nouakchott e~tsicr; but travel 

fro- INoua)kchott is equilly eisy. Am$ c'-e ro'4 is used to shift i-ct only people 

but proc.-rty : the roA4 netvnr' .r ,nczs t':e grovth -3 n'.i tr34-: clhnnels, 

with pot: ntiilly berk-fici-il eff-.-cts o-~ the entir. re-.ivni1 -conov'y. 

In~ the first rllcc, comucriitlen fiziliti?s vn~e it -os-ihle to beref 

up~ the ,7fainistracive priesew-,, pu'ic se'rvices isA food distribution pro­

cesses in th- ri-ions t.'zv serv .*- ;.- hardly access~iry to hiro on this tic­

tar, u!'ich is -.articulsrlv jiworti~t in the., short rn.: is fir ~s fo*ni distribution 

S'Yh r&-ed for iid sn-, oni 11 th.: chief reaisons for thc nor.uL.ition ifu 

into libui'c-ott. The -zc:ntral I'ti c of thu.se iVubic aml 3& inistr-ltivc 

servic% v.oulol certainly Sc- .- in~ controll.-a' t".. ruril-n tfct'r 

exodus, if r-ot itt sto-min. 9.z 

capibi.: of finefitinz en.~ in such sectors -. t--- !iv.--tockt1'.- ~-av 

tra+e. -uc'. Szn.'fit -. 'ould -ccrz:- sot tz.i.nty fron tbc ruawhrrs or -' ;-itv of 

stocVi' rvelv4:J (sinc -ost of 0, liv,-tow' as wiell iv the 15t.e 1-'ides ar 

still expert,,- to ,;t'ml1 -- v~['"omrporturnitits of tt'c.. -'ittici~wttion 

in cc-*t-rc -.1 nroesite, thus -!d,. ' 

Li-zo! is mov-. to t' -~ --rlv ts ts~k- rov: in t: ;c*-s which rvrian 

marty on thi ribtorn trips. As trail-, tkey aire -t s~ci.,ll-. :!or uz to 

c-,irr'i livcrstoc~t )Ut tal-V ir% C 71- f h~mi ir.. a fu! I ton el.' sht~er 

or 12 viof c %ttl.! .- tch. T!-c !,v : comces frmi '3jme.:rr r.'7ians -it the 

height -'v' th.' -irv seoso, when trtt.- trnsort. is ;vrrticullriv 'sdv?-1t.1VOoUs 



bocausaj 	 travel on foot boccmws Jig"ic-ilt. 

Prices vary according to distances: 

Table 20 :.Price Variations According to Distances 

Kiffs
mal 


Sheen 	 I 2n - IY U'NW 

L'E
Cattle Sm&V 	 I 

stiblishoant 

airk-at. thouf+t this is not :Ant.~tmnt to -i total rovzrsal of forrn-r trade 

circui-s. 71u. --iy in which~ this nioivtl tr'ekt geCts set up vill n-stur-illy 

be 3 d&cisivc fictor in tlie iwwrov'.,.wat of locAi arcduction conditions. Not 

oni" livestocl, is involvedA; . !ir:ri'!tution of food vroduct.i, truck 

Utmin~t produc -ind s,,,fooI1 is -Ise ;ae -:wn~i it road tr'nzrort mbkos 

it e-i-i -r fo- th.. la'jor forcc to .z'-t.it -ilso wakes it ~o.i~.to look 

forvi in the loni run to a F ,.rrnijitic,. of mrewt rctaticmn~vips likely 

to %N'lrchqtc' th risrZl xodus. 

'&a!~ve se-.: lLaDveinfif ;s t'it 	 eagr~sv of a wittional 

3.5. 11ctti~x-;n and the~ Politiei! --r,-,ucracy : Foqakc'ott's Pull 

in chartIer 4. %v inter to dijstmc% th- condirians unl,. tu-uich :iig~r-nts 

enteriti' cOi to.ms are ur'vniz-'. ;ut !-cforc do that, vc 0-ink it necessary 

to a-.*- a pr. lininiry qui-ster f-zctors ex~ll 'a. incre-sinz tigrant 

prefcr- nc. -r "ciil'ehott ? h uto is -ill the -,orc' cor-t'cx since Nouak­

chott is , n. 'w c.:tv ar A*--% w~t --v. in -cononiac hs'c3ial n!. usiflq a 

Isrvv li~~or 'P'arko'. 'Jhen the city v-o cinz i"uilzz. thie city PI --tmtrs an no way 
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prolected rfr Nouachott by 1)7", %ia&supnvoed to he 700MY. 'JYwc mas planned 

wis si!3Ply a voltical cs- it4,1, 'ane it wagl honed it uullI re-%air. jitst a tcir. 

for hueurt In the event. Cie city r4d not eoonerate; it %_isprowin with 

srectacular rpe-, io'd rathe~r i~,cs ,the reason for thi%rVrOvI h-3s pre­

cisely tthqt sate %%uraucraticc-ia_-ct-r that VIS SUpo~osed to Ve4!' 'tS size 

modest. Lez "s recapitulate a few svit.-stics cjzilei from rittes vork : 

19SS ,%',, Pmuao. -% chi, nriinal Vsar hefor* !1o-kchott 

I *A 5. W~f rrjlari? 1 41urin c o~nrc' Wf t jmt­

94;7 134.7117 Cent., i --ir 

itrovt'. rare -tad "'een !xittler tlui.- r)r_,caft, hut it v-q still relaitively re­

strained. -4ut -.-W t'w '.isive r;Tral *'Yodju% o-* 1973 an.' 1074. rhn nnulation 

explo~le!, p~it* 3I~w1t a~ fozrfold i"~~u~.There 'uad leen zarnintt sicns of 

renrirtem1 ?rivvrv stro?,si tozvr 'o city. *4 have to rertc'er too that 

lfuakclhott i-. si:'-4 in tt'e, mws tr~c - rc!nulsite- nirc tofloorish Mlauritania. 

the Trnrzi irea, and thit ro*odon~l nicraciors 'J.Ve .1 very 1-)4- *ils.trythere. In 

1977, '.9 I cf 'fou4rc'ott's povmi: " cmue froo th1e Traurzau w.rz. T- addit ion, 

L'ue ci:', !orrerlv iztr-%tw strim c-' -i-rart- (ron the n:-~t.ca~ 

fro"- thie 'Ar.ir ri'~ior-. Co jn,;t~r~ h l"bar rev;@)n ewe ~ver~ before 

coanletine 1 tho '-Ivte 'hinv', "'. :hott .11 'v!.vjoujt,w#-ich it!ta, nalrs 

nossibIt. t-) rate!h Atir frcm tl-- -i~ta in just aboout 5 !'our .. PT'!r- vere 

http:n:-~t.ca


additional streamds of n-~i'tt fromi the Sonot-al River v.,lley. c-iiing ; rtly by 

the L-t of ',osso. also liri*#d to Nouac%,ott by a oaved hiih'ry. LA'uclyo for 

a feu years tmov t~ Extrr- Hj iw hee in oor:m e*nfourwift, mi­

stratio'is fror the ca-torr. rieions. F-c-l frox' thesv. revion-i ar' ,ari 

culariw concentratit. in the nost r- ctw nwuttr sections of xI4uacott, ex­

pecisllv the SO' horovjih. 

*c katt 3 wdcsc anount cf Aat:, on the~ coupottion of t'v -opulation. 

based on th-. 1977 cnup, with, spociAt refererts' to the distribution of the 

nivarnt "vPulaucior.accor'ing to agev jr'nz and mrr-val -!ate 

Tatble 22.
 

0fcIn.1,Tl 1i O41'I'AW( 9w)PtflA'I)% ACCO'41" TO MrE '.X'fTD DdATI OF 
M'IMI. P; MUO.KCIR 

A'eirliatrant.- fro, otl".r re ionsi 
yeer ir Thta Po.* 

1yedF I yearsi j Vear~ S years ard 

All av~ 14. 7 7 32.42 1;77 7 , 134,704 

10 - 14 11.11 30
 
3014 lI~l I V.25 21.'/.'.0
 

IS - 19 21.')" 39%1 .7 .b4.4 ? 14.44S 
:14 2.2 44.27 . .7 .26 :' 15,814
 

75 - 2 17.23 19.5.e 75.;3 8.19 3.dI IAo 7 12,44,
 
1-3' 14.27 31.!) ?5.72 12.3~4 h.>, 10 13,775 

40 - ' 14.13 :30.1-1 I?.#A. .o412.) 11,4) 
501 4.~ 2:4.I1. 10).59 12.34 ["1 4,15 

b,).101 IS3.21 lo.b,7 *.i 52 12.50~ 1-30 1 2,907 

'Cource 1-~77 C .-'sus 
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Aleost ba1! at the citys 'ovul;.tion %3s bmen there for only 4 years 

or less, is ga'anst M 7 fron cVc city itself or fron the surroundi-.g district. 

These wrcentaRgs aro- hicer !or t1c idult -e grouns : b1 ! of those hetveen 

IS sad Iq Years olA. bS 7 of th's. l,.t-!,- 20 and 25, 57 ' of t.os. between 

25 and 29. 'e ar deil in wrtly, vwn, witS individu l labor virrations in­

volvinv r.pre-.onderance of male'* 's horne out by the follovinii t~blo. of eva­

lutior, of sex ratios -rranrd icc-Hinz to .a-evrouns. 

Table 23 ! Evolution of Sex Patios According to age groups
 
,-z. in years Number of woten rnr I 0%O necn
 

A.I aqc Prouns 181 

15 - 19 742
 

21 -24 SO?
 

25-2 t3
 

30-31)hS
 

-.49 77t,
 

-59 9q9
 

bl r! * 1189
 

ir 1"77, :hen, in -it. of i lareles ruir.4 exodu, ir.nvlvirg fwaily 

-grouo .riritons durins th" fool ,ri.:.., at we find here au. f.itures charac­

teristi.t o.f 1i-ior ri.ritionr vi. c!ir nreronder-nc of io'-;.C:i-, young 

smles. 4. rare othirny ref:ned -dy of tht sex ritio rivs ovyn lc-ver figures 

for recent vigrants : l,4's -An 4W wor. -%.r I.M) n'en for 2" - 24 year-old 

nigrants O*o havc been in town for I.-: thin i y-'r. By controsr, 'rr recent 

.vigrantv older thtin 41) the sox r-'.;.- is prizticilly even. On, to" of these 

labor rniprations coar.- f 1,ril' nii, -tior- I inks uit" thc drouRt'-. Ind.-d, as ue 

nota,1 in th.- r:-cedinrvnsiction, r'.. -xodus oft n prcctracdi ap tr o Itves 

,first- "-r Ulics into -,i, ireavs or interrmcdi !t- urh-in ce.nters;rov- ent''..,,, 
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secor11y, smn rove off to MmOuIchott ar nther "romisinp towns 1oo4*in for jobs. 

Anprcntlv, theni, the comm~vic i'smwct plays a major rotk ri.ht fron 

the start. Noukchott does of for ai 7ct-lrntcr of jobs, cspeciilly in the 

secondlary awr. tcrtiury qrctor4, t~'ou't attetwnts to eqtah-lish iwr-ustries there 

have yiclrlcA disiv,p'ointint ri-sult! . In: 1-177, johs available in t!, -odprn 

sector tota!LAl 11.7(Y). Thte diitril.ution ton as folle'vs 

Table 241: Job Distributiion in The H1odern Sector 

CE'vtrfv'-nt burtaucrati*'c ... ................. . , 50 

r ics ine .......... *........................ .. ..... ..... 100
 

In-dustry. Constroiction, A,.cr oPrks. Flectric Utlliti. -.. 2,000 

..... WOintiq'CfrC'!k.* ******* 

(~~csrc.-Y, r : 2 ikchott District, 1974 

'Tn tijs tr-h.,r '.. %iuld '' o ici' about 3 hunidre:1 mu~ck fatdors. the 

traditionil crafts-en, in 4ocwevt~ rmints of nore or L's- .Instavvl status 

%nrkin-for 11eori-0 '.oiis. A ~ ti-ju-;t.cnt-. nee-i to hP' ma - for instance, 

in 11744, it vis 'es t=.,; t'Iit Ow T-.istructure14 comwrzi-il iMrt-isar sec­

statistic fryri 1473 courtc. Ft'jt,v-;arz 'ocm six%. .t&ju.st~iCntA, fli fie'irs 3re still 

valid, ir. :tsrrentlv th total g in~ ' ouwac'ont could notr "'ii~ly '-t 

histher C;%'z 1,t10. 

it stillstink.-.0s
'v 'taurit :,na 's 

is st;-stintialio~i nirt-b l . :hi-
d1oe-. not %'X-'l i' '"0C fAct t"I't ) ' of c;t's -S nut 'n is con­1"r tl 



th~e rujral sector rfsourc.-s this c; .y - .n4on ar- zxtrc.--lv 1imit.-d. Thtesc 

ficure-t 'wmn one .:ctivt, oerso- .- r $ -onlt:, hut 'IC 4w; to t;v,. a"'ccount
 

thy, low l-,!V; th.' :!r :vf
1".1i@~smcot 

,11 ir. all., tien, ecor-mic fiezors ir~. -. irt of 0c' xvi-mitien, but 

not the. ttholI; reas-n (or Vv-' c>. te' , o d~ in~'Oi6.ot 

The orie'ntation of miprfl4,r rom't ~i-, figml Zxnljstitions in other 

role% -).r-d Iav Nouai1chort. Tb.' fact is tl-.-k ii ar~v.w1 hii4' -onc zntration 

of !-ublic servic-!s i- NU~chntz. 

T%"' nints %r. ef ougtt.%ti'r, sivni~lict-c.' 

c'irst, ts-,- cernrton o! !!w-nio-vi in-%titvC ions *1t v4'-Ir. 

I,OWf %tv' nts in co'%S.:c'rnd-rv c~oi this is -il-c~t 33 '! o all 

sqcondir- stut~cnts. rurther-ore, or vromr~lly, tl-e qu-I ity of instruction 

availa' in 1:,a-.ht' chroo cte yo,sidere-i t-)h s-. er~lor. .1's far 

as the mltiqrI -19h -.cL$rol sv~t2- *om;. i- a ov.!r u~~ti' amT 

Houakchor "a . t~ -~oro!Y W t t,!mt IV-Iel.Av~t ~',:n~that, 

wafin onlv '-c',:ichott his h t'stii'i'v;, thew -*-. an'YZ To car) 

it all, ,ru'k'vhotc is :iln, Obi- It'j- t.-chn;.ca :4chols -ind colli-'-s 

v~hos-- wi- (tncion is to trin -- ."i; , -irsnnit- iheir t %.y 'Ir. 

post A' to t'v.- r.or0.,ri 11 - liw tv- - ics zorcx,! raticn or r.- r-l thoQusand( 

tory ~crt. 

http:t.-chn;.ca
http:1:,a-.ht
http:in~'Oi6.ot
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Stconly, t'her- is just 3c great a co'ictntration of medical servicers, 

ad this i-1 o o re factor encoura.ing nivration into Kouakchott. 1Lauri­

taniins are increisinely in need of zcJic:al serv.cos, and quitc often people 

**v cre or less te.vorarily to Noj3'tchott to get nedical cir.. rhe national 

%ospi.l is the only ont-eapa,l o! ivirne an essentislly co..pletv ranee of 

health services. 

These Oactor4 are inocrtant: but,by the,"selves, they do not sdequately 

exrplin :8ouakchott'u pull and the population concentration it hss brought to 

the city. .n ilditionwl factor must be nointe.l out : the Jistrilution of food 

aid after th udrout. Apnarentl-, in 'he first fev years, th distribution 

systt- worke-I rore officiantlv !t "ov.schott. if only Secause that was the 

.
rec.,iv-pw poipr. qnc.. theniovcv- listriution conditions in all regional 

cento. ',tve practically caught up vitt Nouakchott's standarls, thoih there 

still are fr ,wuent transort dq.!.tv;, at.r so this factor has lort it decisive 

ivnct. 7urter-ore, life in 'oukchott is ver-' difficult for niprants on account 

of hior lvinr coqt . ,-xtre"1%-hi-': re7ts, trans.sortation pro: iets, .tc. 

It s,!e'- te -is that if vc ire r 3llv to understand Soukchort's pull, 

e need to tik- into iccount ir .1lirfcki function as the cari'Al. ',s a pre­

lud! to tiat, ve havc to iay , f.-t: tor's ibout the uve '-auritanii's "oiiticl 

systz- %-orxs.This issue do 6l.-s- rv-ires a nuch coc re.-,c-sivc study,tb s.ore 

hut all v' nc,!d !o do hore is t> outline asfew nencril ieas on :h- systen, 

it leAst thc, %.ay it is nr till I'%. ';iturallv, th* roliticIl ivsct *-as 

nirt ,ne pirtAl of the totality of t'O. rountrv's economic ani soci i realities. 

"J miqht %%well start vith tua oslicnt o;r.t:s 



- III ­

- First. there is a sivnificant articulation over!ap between this po­

litical establishment totether vith its rersonnel, and the econaic Interest 

group constituted Iy the trader- ido they now form a national 5urgeoisie?). 

T'he -molitica! ?stblisxhvmt in thi; country is unsde up of .overtment bureaucrats 

and technoerats, in A nuch more definite way than in countrius vith sore co­

plex colitical structures, such as rr.ince. his Ioint uill be exavined in
 

(41iaL
greater det.All in the renort on rv!,, of accurulation . 4he interpenetration 

of the r.hrftr.t ind nolitical elites can sonetime be very great. Thus, sone 

politici'ns or Sureaucrats ive te-n abler to build u.. serious investment 

portfolios. As for the .otOtical influ.ence of the oterchants, It or's ore 

discreetly, iainly in connection vith t~e second Aspect of the o!itical system, 

ittich, piv-n tf, perspocivz of :his itudy, seerat to us important. 

- Th. systes is rely'entr~lized. :ut on the local !,vcl ir: political 

an-] minintr-tivc undprpinnin.% ar "i. (iNs tas true evea in tie heydays 

of the .P.".). Te -'vstev nrks it -uc' -%t'-v Ohat those i. Pueccegd to po­

sitions of -x,ver tert to attract clusterr of clients. -Atilc in tsrn the ciien­

tele suiprorts thcx in those ,,ou:c .'itcns. This is *y no n-ans i rst situa­

tion in 'go.rish societ', is car ' . s.,-. in the authoF's forthro-'ne study on 

the A rar .iwi-xte. It is %sithiprl.ef.r -rvr-''s of su'portive c "lznt-patron 

relation- :.-s that t%- inter-)tntr- ,;r3 thi iolitical estahli-,hmhct and 

,cono-;e ii.t.r ;t :rrotus ini' .- :. If %,ostcl-!r'y. This sit-rrmecration 

rust n - %# confunevs -, cor.flict of intcr.-s: t.no-znon astccourt 2.i 

knovm in vi-sr.rr sa'-cicti, s; it i rt%.r a feature- %4huritania x'iits in 

cmor vit, mmv other *,irl "iorl' :cti ries. Thc .ociety fu.ictions through 

a patron-climit relationshir. n..! 'vr '.%itzon r'chnisms are d!-, rel to ereate 

(41a) See Eonte, P., .4odesof Accu-ulatio,- and Social Fvolution in .auritania, 
in : cocal Chance, RAS, I1') 

http:vi-sr.rr


vertical solidrity bonds, i.e. relationships Setwen patrons and clients, which 

transcend the phmaena oi sociil atd eco.wnic differentiation prevalent in 

dew'lopinq countries, and t.hut also to smne extent serve to hide these stra­

tification "'jno'en hehind a -y%,tiiyinP veil. The Vatron-client system, in 

uhich t% natrons are part of th,. o!itical establistment frr bclong to the 

mrchant Rrnup thit controls economic life, wrlt.s all the mrP successfully 

becau.re it jells wrir those Iir-pro,-, trihal and .thiC solidarity bonds 

so cr.icia'lv active in 'turitrian life.
 

Lt us cite an omnl.o to i'lze light on this analysis ant"sake clear 

its si-nificance in relation to migritions. For ouite a long tick a menber 

of a trihe fron Adrar held in imncrrant post in Vouakcthott's city hall. This 

positinn of his helped sim advan:e t0% husiness interasts of a number of 

follow tribcmen tradi,%': r-hott,
inV -onq whor one belon,,o to the 

inner cahal of .ouakc tt's ric-Wst trdefrs and tntrereneurs. Little Sy
 

little, i -,xus of patron-cli:tt rliationships prtiilly h-sod or -nbcrs 

of tho rrih., '.ev up arcund th.-.: 'o~itical ane. ecoouic povr functions. 

Out of z tribil total ef 5'I - CW0l!, I'e ettle-I in owakhott. 

" n th. local scene.thls siv- i,., rsultel in the econoic am! social 

"idvanc'mcent *( t'.att miart of t. tril-t that Iia,! een -4osr involvcd Isee Sec­

tion 2.5). "Aich hrecthed nc%, lif( ;.to lota|t nolitical, witriconiAl and %-co­

nonic rtei. 

Ve culud cit.- sevral si,:tl-.r virplen, Sut the point i t'is : in our 

opinior, thf-.tcisive fictor -.Ai-_:xrlains Nouairchott' ' pull, i;s pouer of 

attr,-:tiot, ever ill Iaaiuritrni-.'% a-o nd th., -h.,,ovenon of ltrvc nuabers 

http:becau.re


streavinr into the city, that decisive explanatory factor patently Cou­

crises the set of econonic redistribution nechanisms, j,-b opportunities, 

access to real estate Ilcts, etc. which go along vith the .iatron-clint re­

lationships described above. Slaies of differentiation would necessarily have
 

to be intrpduced into the analysis to refine it : ,mv of the networks, for 

exanple those grovinq aroun4 soe tratding tribes, -ire comsrcial, while 

others are rore ,Irectly political. Ic this last case, fluctuations in 

power rositions nay entail certain zwvificntions in these pntron-client re­

lationships, tt *,.h at Notton they rt-r.3in remarkably stable. In all cases. 

such relatiortphins plv a major rco!e in *Ielnint ni-rants opt to cone settle 

in Nouakchott. Life there nay t-e !-,trl, and iettin- 3 joh may be a diffficult 

,wohe; nevertheless, neople , that onc. in %xisakchott, t!ev ciin !epend 

on these nitron-client nttworks t,';c% -arallel iWn. reinforce lin-eroup, tri­

bal, villare-asei aul eihn.c 'on'. to w.,et their survival nc.'s, and then 

to find i jY ot oth-r source V c ircone. 

,forc ,*.vint on, Ict us :W ,! it clear that we to not .,.n to imply 

that Vauritania's entire Politicil -yte- boils ('oTI to just fher tvo asvects. 

If w, Siv. vut Oe spotli. t o- z., it is only S%-cauc they r!aycd an ix­

.ortant 1krr in estahli-kint 4irpcti-- for rni:ratorv tlve.mxnS. As for a 

corvro1N.%iv st y of tt -wol ;tiral svten, -e sh'l! leave it to other 

scholsrs.or to otuer cirruvstir. -. 

http:scholsrs.or


4. 4igrstions and Urhanizat ion
 

Seyon4 the prohlen of sedentarization vhic we have already discussed, 

the uttimate destination of ntinrantr it tbe city. Th1 rural ezodus finds its 

outlet in the urban area%. Contrary to the -attern of rural exoduses in Europe, 

here the ei~rant siresan 4o's not loge its rural character on reachi"R the 

city. The nroletarization orcsr itsvolves only a tiny fraction of the society, 

concentratc' mainly in the nininv 'owns where a relatively tarn.e oriking class 

has settlcd in. Filse'Aere, no matter what the de.ree of ruptur nay be in 

relationships betfeen riqrantt -i-A t'-.ir home hises, settleent in town does 

not %!an isra:!ical transforwtio., o! lifestyle%and social bons. U'rbanisation 

is instoad characterized hy th? tetting up of transitional structures which 

still rc.oroduce several 'eaturz' of Pon-urban social or-ani.atioik. 

In this chas'ter, we do not -wj. to !iscuss the uhol- gauwt of problems 

posed 'y ur! nisAtion in *turit-%i. -hat ,4% oropose to -1o ica to 'iscuss 

the naturt of tve$s trancition-al forps %'hichhaire ceoe to cO'rac'.rize the 

urbinisacivi rocess, once the t-cr..% conditiors undcr whicu s varic­

eat-d .-rauns settlo. in ro" h,,,n l.-fincd. 

4.1. 'eneral Conditions of 4ir r-t ecrtlccnt in ?1rba ,reaJ 

tet it recitultate a ff.v of *4c -rbin -omilation's ck.ara:.,ristics. 

4ost of tv nirsn,,; irz only r.c.:ntlV settled in; in the rec ,t ;-riod, the 

irouzht ',ru the. f-o! crisis hive ictuilly itgrtornciflert., w'ovewnts. 

.J.~
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Table 25 

IDATES '1 'AVVAflt-v' A"IRIVAL IN1 IPWAN R 

Nw~er of years in town~ vi-chotR voul1hjbo-j Zowerat,-

Less than I yeair 14..32.1 If 15.14 T
 

4 yer 2b.0 31.3 Y'
 

5 Ywr*1831 *).7 46$.8 1
 

'lore that 0~yea1rs
 
(or borg- in towln) 34.1; 22.? 7 
ITotIO. *' t'4).)7 100 1O. 

Sources : Autlwr's stu-!ies in,! !:?I Census 

Scco-Wly. the rouatioa itivol~e' is yrnziv. In -in inpr.eciile mu.er 

of cists, thc nigrstiov % ire iniivil.,il raves. These v'Oints iv, uasportant 

ilien it ccwci to in - vuiltovion of --i-rant int- craiion into c'lc' uxt.in zn­

viror-.-nt. 

%vnth.,r '.-ict of i.'it iwozif. tri, -thnic an1d rz',- :-terne~ic 

of the rimmirrt po-ml-ition ,,iy, t~oi!-4-rittcA17, outcsidk thz cm-pf aloma 

the 1-.2a tiv'T %114v in il-- i; the cises O~e 'lo~r' aire - r'.-joritv 

861in Zoac'r~t,-, 67 '? in ojv!*;-*bou in 0,- yc-ir 1970C-1971.-..-* jcc,rdinq to 

Pitt '%',s:'wt-'s, h-t . hl *" ini !1ou.v,-c Lovt. To? l'it ,!xtenlt will 

the urbin cuv-ronrcnt Se cor~t.cv, 0-.L,~ vr,'servaci-r. of t';- ,.-r4cm 

14ttior I -%S~ - *-n lo..t s.':rlc' t is i Iuiri 1'je?.tto' to a" 'A- shill 

sttcrpt tv, -rib,- for ainsv:rs ~ '~is of various -. v.!. 

osn: er this score r-.e -ctiT- ii rflt vterv cl :ir. rort wr cmi 

http:cor~t.cv


say it that there is no nat..r' of trt-at seprestation in separate neiRhbor­

hoods or evenI in 4istinct enclives vithin neivoborhoods. Thert- is a1trewadous 

deal Of POr-j4JicOn n.Yine' 3S Ulf *s liojsinz vs I'vertheles,-, the iw'portance 

attachol to nci~hor-ton'iphbor rilatiotshnps. the tndiency to sittle 

down roeir 3s fiiqily mober or ot*- t :loz relitiv~r. coupid per'oa1ps with 3. 

certain hrk:erine, stfter security, I-Ms to ai ve.izurc of clustcrinr "'in spots" 

with peo; It troe the sa3%irc covit*, Ing.th-r. In *;.akchott tcC o1orish 

pcwmuition can he found practic-illy Al ovtr ICe P13CC but C-,rc 11-% regioal1 

cocnrt~n : rroile fre Wdr'r, for instancc, 3re nost thi6-1v concentra­

ted in thz first )"rou'th streteli, 'iong the *~:oukh-&t-Atr i1tijhv?7, as 

wll _- in cr. ssr. P.p'from th. 'iirirza are also numero-s in those 

1
sim e 'zsrs. Th~ t 0 6-rosj~, rvnr-t w settUA-, has t."!kc in a lot of 

fresh im; or-Ant %.-tnyof Vier frm! ' . stern zones of Fo4' . s~a ctc. 

Nlick -%rcn ir., ro.t mak-reu *.- 0;4 'k-Iima inner-city ir.-, -.P in ci~r­

tamn nuiqt'oriood of tV-.c SOt A-'aq~. irnformint nut it,one "'tlle SIcks 

haad fcr th., innir city. Ai~l- t-, 'r head for the outskirts." 

The %ituitionin '%ound'ibou-.i co~iriale in s'o,,e r,_s:%ct'; in 1971. 

the bl~ck ' fricin no-ml-tion therc v-%'ocentr.t.-A in th .. Ln~th~rP section 

of th.! Lirzvgil; .1uirtcr as veil it, fv", ,xkes in 'hiri-zi. As for the 

f isharfcWV ccmin' frm' virious -s vicyw liv. ! it 7 r' -. 

Occup-itions :In Zou-?rit., iq in 'ouid'ibo'u, th~.re wiis -,r.-tycloif 

occumtinnil spzcialiriin $-.is,-! on traiditi,'.Al mkillz or on the use of 

jot17 ~ " netvnr's :ontrol9: oi -.-, 7'thnic bisis. it is nornt! to find 

VOWo, '..r~r A'.ou fi-;h.-rm-.--, 'ol "oori-0 tr.id--rs inl cr csmnt~. It is 

http:traiditi,'.Al


ethnic-b~sed joh netwnrks tbit expliio thIe fict tha *olofs control the tsxi 

business, and cht thcer' is 3 -re-vnd~rince of Toucouleurs 'r.- ujn..in 

Nulhs workim .i%domstic se~rvints. or iotel waiters. Th, situition in Iqouak­

chott IF iinitar. 

4 hirri~tpess : 'tirriarefs aco-s ~ehnic lines ,tro still itte~r r~re; often 

they ivolvz '-iOS-iritu%inliviJuils or educsied People. rae mast notabic 

excenticn is the r.-it iv.'ly I ir.- nunt,-- of %'oorish vw~en njxri.: to men 

of ov,': tribes. On the -):her' %nt, v~irv (cv 4Ioorish ame' mhrry inta other 

ethnic xrnijs. To i:nderst-ind O'is t. rwcewmn. we ma~ulAi iv to jtu.!v in 

mpre !-r.-c'.- ti the etitriw-'rui --tv-stev~s in usC "wagl v-1Tki'J cthnic 

otroups. Vcr Oe' noot lot u~s i'.st o!, rve thit narrijwges -%cross zr!ic 

bound-;-_- -r.- few. 

5o +or t'e aest pirt, th. ir'xcxs of inteprat;,v into th.: tirhin envi­

ro!isHt-vt "UiA ! wit*-in -in et~ir.4, fr,-' of rtffer.?Pcc, 'is is oritin Afri­

cin tov.-c. Ttzrc -'iv Se no ii- % rr'4-rs in the artv of 1%ouxine, %nal work. 

but int r-,cthric 40civI coic - r.:strain,-, as evi-lonced '.y tl-.. low rsuzber 

of ir.,r-, t!-v:i.c h~ '1ir -)rx-'f 's situaticn1 is w'yt to be 

found totlIy ;r, Vt'- n,-rints' trl4ir frAI nuito~ av'rt fro-. thit, 

the --thnic cocoon ictuail 'unr~cio- i- -vn awustmwnt nevmniv' for -Irants 

-ent:.riv.. C--, ur-r icnc 'for, -,-- .!ir& to -in -ytint ion, :( t%,q. rmdes 

of idiust,-ept used 1,y thie dtrfe,.. ' :O''ik wrr4NJ9s. let us recw-tul-to -1 

'ttr- curr.'ntf.-v f-i.r! of *jr!-1-. T' in "iuritviii. 

..
 



in'A~l of iii" urbin irris. 7thI prohleas encountered in the lessor 

centers Ret 4own ur- in the mjor toni. Azwn2 the s-illent feiturer is the 

qrowtlh of squitter hous'mg, which sliel'ers ~i lIkr'.* -ortion of the ur~an vopo­

1.4tion in .wke-ift slums. In 1177, tr-i.- sIjr-dwellinet pro",ortion of the 

vorulitiov: wi- 58 7of !ouikchotts "-s'u1-ic ion, i1lmost 84).W~Y --Co~lc; in Rtosso, 

thre v.r; 7.YY) in the Sitir-i~urs of tit city'sponi! ition; in 

Zoueritte jnd VFgidhjhvj, the nerc-'ic-;. was 43 T. Theso -ire the largest 

concentr.iti',ns of slusdveil.er- liv~no in lunp:'n urban envirowscnts with on~ly 

the' crwitst of %Issicivifr-rotruzctur'! C'cilities. 

TherL w! two c.-usps helhire this squitter i*beroacnon :first. the 

eierints~ irrived in t'wzn verv fift, s'r there win no tim4 to orovide even 

nnit _:r'in -imnitics !or th'- t-c.rtion. Secowfly, the rni!r-tnts irrived 

pi~nies~r.!,1v.r" consenum-ntI' n~ot i - - ositior. to affor? -iny 002r 

tvr%' of .:fl 

In 1474., tlhe situition i. !ioufkchott wis so onorr~ousty Problcnitic that 

peoplp sianly put up tents everywhere. Andt the 1lick of v-ter. !q Vell -isthe 1:3ck 

of urhin "1t~,re-quited i- tr:.'iz rrleew. 

71i siene yeir, in P74. t'reiin-iry corri'ctiv, =i'Jrtires were 

t-'k'!n r.'.v nev lhorv uphs, tho I%- -.,,I z!-e 5th, ;-rcro set ur. tc in wst 

o h rr- ini irts. n lot- -P! distri~utod i" zh,' 5t'- 1.rovuki. Ind 

2VWi., !,z lst . Uaifcili- - . sot ui. incl~vAi.,w ,i .tvtzive ser­

vice not_ o~as~f 7irikertd, &tr r-W-Ais. plotslehools. vo~h, w s L.-nd 

newisurir- V!!' to V'S s'qtxire %.te. *-r. %!'v-Aedout with~ the initi::i t~ o 

reloc~tr in; -i.-rinvs 'OoOtad strttl -4fit. twn durinv! the lrou' t. Thc nu,. 

http:slusdveil.er
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zoes were Ceadily ex-anded on tl.- principle of public land Seiog oade avai­

lable for leasehold. Nnwersfip reainec! veste1l in Cte state, but the land
 

was le4i-ed on condition that the' lezse* too: steps to develo-p it. 
 in the
 

event. it !roved innricticnl to f:llor officitl roverroent 
stipulations
 

strictly in the listributior oa! l-t,. i' 
 smaller .lots neasurin less
 

than I,! squire-eters 
each have in fact be, handed out to slux familivs
 

with te orr,iso that they put u:, -cert'rnent builinits on such land.
 

So .uct. (or the principle'. teality has turnded out to bika bit
 

4ifferent, an, the :ruth is that t- -lreess of 
plot distribution i, Souak­

chott ;,a occ+-sionet rintant specul.tior. in liwM 
 uhich -.s 'ust or.; ispect
 

of the qereral 9henooenon of real s't.at- s~eculation, a major source of pro­

fit in a-itania s
'4.-1 society to1IV. 

there is A 

in th" ere.s 'ith tr.veitionail-tr*e .','e-. In prvctice, hovever. de 'acto 

prices art far h. 

l t eorv, an ofiic. i rice for t .,,e plots, 3,0 ' per plot 

eir. "e shall .4-- fro,- a few examples :,o, wivh these prices 

can rise. Ti. resut is x.tr,-n, r-;i in reil estate Ahwc, Orable" 

speculatr,r% -it'- ca'ti assets to 
--,, usti-,tial .rof its tisi, .,!-' !ronts in
 

ordelr 
 i-Ii!:i sunn.ort 

hustle, but dir.,ctlv r iwirecti¢. 'v -vassinr- thrcu.h these sr 

to pew hese -'ot. - ecomo-ic is nec.!ssary in this 

uiators, 'eovle 

in Nmurc-.r)tt t!se t-e'O "IPs is c -r.r %otrcs of necea- .
 

+osing ig as hnt ar iter .. ,ulatio, 's la- plots ar. . "i'rt i.q 

whv rent,3 vrP %ohich in ':,uakc.ntz, rcgirdles% of !ousin.c i,A-llty. In the re­

sidential ,r..as -%-.nt*lv rents 'm Cr ind W.I'YV t' ari *salt++COMWn.
 



In the craditional quarters, also, r,--Is are relAtively hivh, rtie rtnt for 3 

single ro:v iq c-" I,.;v) &W4 2,?Xl171 conthly in so-w. cases. Under 

these co.ditions. jan' faniti-s fi it Preferable to becoc "Ianilords" 

themscve;'. In the~ low irmc, fnic r ~x~ ,the ncrrccnt-*."e o rent­

P1w~v tcnkc,.- -ins 17 '1, thos hmviA -atis wt~ tz 10 7, ar,* 73 ' verc in~ the 

of ret -'onl , ,vcn "Iuillir': -r )- -in-, -,nty-town Iahct ia a costly tmsi­

u4 ', in of -asi~ in the o squatter ,%reas. r.,as triatitionil nd 

'Povicrn res*,I!niail ir-s-c. 77eortf -- r% ,r less scandalous .lsnects of -pr­

ticul-ir ! A% - 'c~.,vrrvnt lainw -i,i r-ctc-I into reil estit.! -nccvation, 

th~e u'c of fr.,"-s to -- 3haIitr'i "or sneculatm- !mlsn, etc. - tis situa­

tior r-.. s:r'. 'ric in *Ae. nation's invvsv*-nts I-, tr.,n'!ins 

at tl, !-.c irl, i-!ic~it - !iffict~lt i- is ca Cur v - irout" 

into r-'-''* 'a ' ' -~.cnction, se..: -'.w )'o:. che Whvcloo­

nent o .d. 

s:! ,1r-"z . a-.rA to 1 I -ti! t' ,.i Ao,?ic~i an'i -ccronic : ji 

T ~-' i'v-v in 1ho%- ;e!ctt i.- VI A Rowrm-en, "u- -rt Ck has 

(42) '' trr-oic" in Lo- :c.'!fl-n "auritjnit ,,'P 'tuly. 1175 



been Able to tur i nice nro!ir froi a plot situated in a 'noodsection of the 

5th borou;h. In fact, he.-is *ivn ) Olot near a ear-cn; this Ic sold to buy 

3 better ole: situate! near thi comercial uwi transport ayis. ;1e cal­"a', 


c-ilatcd that the re-A!e value o( thi= -,lot. in its undevelo.o,! 3cateuould 

have bcen 40.0M IN. 7z has startj t ,-ziNdin, on the ,lot (part shac!:, part 

prmnaent), ad he rlans to set 'ip,.n accm,:nt ui:h the "-ousinq lanto help 

conpletc :on-truction. For that, h. %,iil nmd ErlO,CYYIn th' rresentUT. 


st3te of th nropertv, to ,4hich 'e !,.s rouvht rvatter 3-A electricity connec­

tions it i co..t of 5,9AYV 04, hi- ." for o:salc value of !,"CYOO 'Un. 

¥ i; t new imiprint in .Youc:z;t. 9n his .orrivalhe set up a busi­

nes.,, and Itred -i roo for 2,50.'. s,tcr in! electricicv inclu..Ai. ThS- rent 

k~olt vc.in up, hittin 1,9V1-,a,',r u-t six ronts. Co Y +.ci!,.:d to pool 

resource: -oi'!.his hroti.r aM as %,ous-. ror 70,(W' MI he rurclased 

i -lot. ". th !:h :-orourN.h, ,,h.- , '.tri'ttion started. 'ra' ,'l',, with 

his brothi -'n "eln. he built -; :imnc takint- two years to .Io ir. low it's 

finishk1, bt be ;till hai not , to ':.-t vater anicl cr*:itv cort­

" riv .d in ouachott "- ;. Art .'ton the tent - . h he stil! 

lives. ,i-va-. uit, Izstiture t rnh-:-.has r,-rainn', d, stitut.. Pill now. At 
fir-it 'i sact: on tic' -it(- his tew,* ntiL d n pa'-:r. uo .ory rC 

the r--nal . relativ,. !,:r h i- t: :ncs-!-o" t lot for a ":1!o ut the 

Place 'si< tenr tik.-n o-.,r Oar ,:,,:trut-tion .3rk %,as in prov'r-- . %as be.:n 

there r.3 rh;,- . 'd.n tht, huil f;r.-ii f^. .hL, h,- will yIV.: to Ov, on. Py 

th n, . T-,,-s to ",ave 'zu.l rm.-. 't,-,r -'aci- to i iv, rent-fr 4.. 

http:inclu..Ai


A is a lont-time re-.ident of ,cuakchott. In 1971, he was living in a
 

roo& 
in the '1.edina, Paying W,) U'! rent Ponthly. the rent rose ste.lwily; by
 

V75, A ims havin, to nay I,0mo 
U4. At thit tine, plots were bei.g iistributed
 

in the 5th borouRh. To qualifv for a -w'ot, A bdurht 
a tent and novei into the
 

slum area. Nut he hae not 1'e-.n thi.
to Ptake any use of the la,', %v thus qot,
 

and he has qiven up the tent for ;t.,o---ourself shac<.
 

R, also a lon-.-tir, Y,*aiccot resiient, live! in a .oom in the .oe.dina 

until lq74, ,iyin, !,2n) U" rent vrm'-.1y. In !74, le hove . to thu 5th borough, 

uhpre he cur un a shack., 4pendin 45,'I; V11 to co"plete it. " ha. never apolied 

for a nlot. 'Oe thinks he does not -ta-v! a chance, because "it tales a lot of
 

"nonev ott.-rvise, vo..,'nv jivrt crcse-! ,-kf t e list.
 

C cawi to Nouakcb,.tt in 1 7_1. Z 17?7, he noved to the 5t.. borough and 

built i -.'ic'. there at a cost o.' Ul. .le '.is :-ut in an 1-l :!tion for 

a r-lot of Ian-!; the ..al!ca but C 1., n,!v,.r nhtained-:',a I ,vn resistered, 

a insicv. r..-qnse. 
Jhe'. he' i-ct :-rr'v-d hc stvrv, ;ith sorn r:'larives for 

wihile, ' -:tveI inte, a tpnt -:t' - 'Lilv wihen the fl: i-, irriv-..J 

The~c 
f(cv 'xanle h;01li.-- -. nrinci,! a~-ects of th-.. "te-sint pro­

blem i- cutacrozt : costs -rt. -.;-i, wlot arm b,'iljin's art:--.i t) sfCcu? 

lat ion, r"-sJucr 1 ,shack : serv.e, -r.ver d--fIl ing for so-. z. rh. tIws, the 

ru Iinw,:%1xt ive cri: !r ion i~%,'n^- tc . Anvi t,h--c oxawe -; -i' :o, .ov how 

scriou, -i trol cn confrents 0ii.. * ir~ti'rwts a i';'- oblied to*.her': 


swnd 'ctwc.:, ?5 "" A50) ' of thei :ncor on u'inqo 

http:Nouakcb,.tt
http:vrm'-.1y
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The housing~ situ1tior is in !%e' Vin t.-jns. thout~h onVc~ s~r othir -.

a reduced scnlr. In Kouflhi~ou, 's'ich hadJ very l-irgt slums. two v'lot distri­

bution exorcisvt were~ sch-Adsl-d for I :'o ix 1'171, involvi,%r out 2,')O nlots. 

The id:A win to sell -)lots -it ro.-I . pric,-s. 'lut sr.encliton is 15 rife in 

Ik-u3dhitAiu 3s in %mkcwtt., virs- vnlas vtoin't for ts nueIh is 4I,;,,> to 6A10 

U' in thie 3r_-an 'ith trilitionmi-tL3.~ Ar.!1 thr is - reisqnr to !c::r that 

ic plot distri*utian "eccrcis, is Scirv- ciri-d 'er In thc Z-Ime soeNculaive 

fashion. 

Rosso is inother twn i'r"' irt'c murher of squztrt.r iha-%6. There. the 

SATAPA zrohetct. sint! to w'rovii incnsiv.- housing for mitrzr, could 

offer -%fut-urs, %olutior. 9ut t%', iroj ,ct k. ox-r'ia-,s Mori- coriccrn, '.with 

technicil s'olutions nf the -h:cil po~iewms lf vousing 01:V. vith iolutions 

to th u~'~a.'.- invo':* 

ITl, b-. r.n -.,-t f 1.ffic.:. - ,, .. ront~! r tiqrants s.t i rr . 

urbsin i rti irvolvi-, t!- nnnly it' ;ci V e "-.t 1, f-A 

difficu.ri> - wo ~i~th 1-r -_-ier in -Iiv' tio neol ;)1.-c(!s 'onictions 

to t'V' citv' ; Iiter IVKc'?trdzst U~ tr .'~1 rs,a. l 1-

wio .Jererdl or. w'M -i en 1vm:ir-t in'; trucks. !n' 'cu'-;-chCet s 

'nave! %r.~mn- -- cirts. '.fletr ta:ls..~up~ -1 Substi-ti- - z of hiudts
 

in tv'*-c -r~rters, '~i; sh .' " ci~ ex:'-ndit:.,r. .
 

casir. costs bet-o.n V') 'r44-,'in,; -n th.- !i truc,: it r-icc of I
 

cisk zw~~ry t-.R lmv - " ., co-ist r 1-tt Iri-il it,:. of I' r,!r. co !
 

MEtOr-Is -f Cehi,. :Ve~r.. V- t'-~ ti; fi-'re, wit-ch n~W;ut -it less 

http:difficu.ri
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than 10 liters per head Per davy is -:.i.imal need - we see that water expenses
 

of , 500 to 12000 I mont:blv arn minim l, and some families spend as much as
 

2,000 TR4 a month. 

Often the supply problem is also posed on a daily basis for rigrant
 

families some 
 of whom have no r( gular resources (see below). In connection
 

with the official. handouts of low cost food rations, we find thc srame pro­

blems we saw 't Kiff.a. Press.2 or: cash, these destitute f'imilies have to 

resell some or even a11 their coupons for -cash with which to buy food.
 

Monopolistic traders are thus put In in position to speculat with these food 

supplies, hoArdin t them for release later at higher prices. At any rate, these 

food distribution exerclses only take :,lace several times 
a year, and are
 

scarcely adequate to meet the needs o families which have to feed numerous
 

visitors, rclatives and neighbors. Most of the distribution is still chan-.
 

nled throughi -private trade outl:'ts', especially by the dens:., network of
 

small sho- doin.., business ir.tS.eo uost remote slum areas.
 

In the Xeport on the Evolution. . of ,1odes of :Accumulation we shall pro­

vide a more detailed description of the urban commercial system, whose organi­

zation still preserves the principrAl features bf the coloni'al con'Mercial sys­

tem, viz.: near monopolistic con:'rd ,y the Moors, kin-group 4 tribal net­

works, hierarchical control bv thr' bi; traders, decentralized sales outlets, 

large-scale use of creJit, etc. The sold Fexerdised by this system is even 

stron-er in the city than in th.c rural areas, si.nce in the city all needs are re­

duced to the common denominator of the cash nexus. Indebtedness reaches large 

sums. Interviews conducted -n Nouakchott yielded average debt ..."' 'ures amounting.; 
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month's six weeks'to a or incomn pa~o l needed several months to settle 

their debts. Apparently, too, credit has been oettin, tighter these last few 

years, because traders, especially owners of small shons, arc no longer so
 

willinc to tie up an increasin' Proportion of their capital in this way.
 

Rather paradoxically, thourzh, thb economnic and social power of also
these 


trows as 
a r,.esult of this credit sittation, and their ascan,!nncy has be­

come increasingly more definitc. Ie fcund 
 m.any instances of their involve­

ment in the peonle's affairs, includinrz everyday family life, marriage 
 and
 

education. 
 All this in addition to their involvement in the patron-client
 

economic and social nower network ,e have 
 already discussed. They are especially 

acti.ve in land and real estate deals aimed 3t controlling landed property.
 

But they arc. not above profiteerinr fron the food trade either, among 
 other 

interests.
 

Outside Nouakchott the consuner is confronted with difficulties 

beyond those inherent in the organization of the trading system. A number of 

factors niwko the sunply of. commod.tics to other towns irregular, or make 

these towns dependent for their su'plics on droppings -from, parallel trade 

routes, such as the road to Sencgal in the River Valley area, or the road to 

Dakhli- and the former Spanish . .harain the northern region, 1Iefore the war 

broke out. Trhese factors inclu,.e the increasing centralization of the import 

trade in llouakchott, transportatio-- difificulties (these mayibe -'enuineor 

illusory, since speculators find -rtificiil transportation difficulties a 

useful device for raising prices), and the speculative trend in bisL-time tra­

din,, which instigates traders to abandon sectors yiplding low profits, 



especially the subsistence commodity sector.
 

Thus, even though Nouadhibou happens to be a seaport with good external
 

connections, that town's commercial networks were not functioning very well. 

The fact that it was necessary to im0ort groods through Nouakchott, the in­

ability of local traders to get together and coordinate regular supplies, and 

their refusal to handle such low-profit-margin commodities as subsistence 

foodstuffs all resulted in very steep :arikes on the consumer market.
 

Quite un.equivocally, the way the urban consumer market is organized
 

perpetuates the "double dependency" situation inherited from the colonial 

_era. The sreculative manipulation of- trade, indebtedness, irregular supply 

patterns all perpetuate the consumer's dependency status vis-A-vis the
 

market. LIe have already seen that this situation played an import,;nt part in 

the !roletar inization process which resulted in a measure of job stabili­

zation and the creation of a working class in the industrial centers. It was 

from the same source that the first collective attempts to deal with the 

situation of consumer dependency oriiinated. In Nouadhibou, where inflation was 

particularly vicious, affectin. local commodities just as much as imported 

products, with the orice of a sheen .*or instance Qoing as high as 5,000 UM 

the militancy of wage earners evidenced during the 1968-1973 disturbances 

made it Dossible to set up more or less snontaneous consumer cooperatives.
 

SNIH workers asked the government to institute price controls. They also 

formed a cooperative which bought commodities directly from the national
 

imnort-export corporation, SONII'EX, thus bypassihg the middlamen- who
 

formerly controlled that business and put a 10 % markup on the prices. To
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Table 26
 

____. . ___URBAN SALARY LEVELS Aggreg:ate Figures _ 

Sa lary Nouak- Nouad- f ThSSO Atar AtIeg Kaedi All towns 
i n UIM chott h ibou 

3,000 23.0% b.0 %f 18.07! 21 .0% 45.5 7 34,0 7 22.5 % 
4,000 3b.5 % 12.0 7 31.0 3b.5 7 57.0 % 55.5 % 35.5 % 

500 45.0 7 16.5 %" 3 ,.Oj 52.0 % 63.0 7 53.5 % 43.5 7 
6,000 55.0 7 23.0 7 47.57 59. 5 75.0 I 75.5 % 53.0 % 
7,000 64.5 7 31I.0 %7 57.0%f 67.0 79.5 7 83.5 Z bl.5 Z 
8,000 
109000 

71.5 7 
81.0 % 

42.0% 
54.0 . 

62.0% 
74.57 

74.0 7j 
81.0 % 

85.5 % 
90.0% 

88.5% 
94.5% 

68.b % 
78.0 

12 000 100.0 ,' 100.0 7 100.0%7 100.0 7 100.0 7 190.0 % 100.0 % 

House- ! 
holds 24,543 , 2,994 -2,968 1,166 3,791 54,419 

IMedian . 
Incomes 5,499.51 8,bbb b,292i 4,855 3,477 3,473 5,788 

Source : SOGOCI4, Study, 1975 

find jobs &s day laborers or dockers. Az a matter of fact, the evidence of our
 

interviews indicates that for the category of unqualified migrants getting a
 

job depended on extrinsic factors such as one's former social status, tribal,
 

kin-groutp, village, ethnic connections, even membership of a religious brother­

hood, etc. 
It was not simply a matter of the migrants thinking subjectively
 

that the play of these factors was indispensable to getting a job; our con­

clusion, based on evidence from selective interviews, indicates that these fac­

tors objectively do work.
 

• ./ . 



capitalize their cooperative, the workers raised 30 million UM. In this 
in­

stance ofposition to the traditional. commercial structures became more
 

combatively militant. 

It is a not.ble fact that all the difficulties migrants face in the 

urban areas boil down to money problems. In the urban environment market
 

relationships and the cash nexus dominate all 
sectors of social life, in­

eluding the mecha'nisms of soci.l redistribution which, at first glance, 

may seem to operate independently of these market relationships. To pay 

rent, and to pay for water, food, etc, the migrant needs cash. The crucial 

problem he faces is the problem of finding money to meet his needs. How does
 

he fare in this regard ?
 

Right off, we can point out two facts 
: first the number of jobs available
 

in town is limited (see Section 2.2.); secondly, wage levels area generally
 

low in relation to the kind of expenditure figures cited above, with rent
 

running 
as high as 1,000 to 2,000 UM, water costing 500 to 1,000 UM, etc. 

In 1975, then, average pay levels were very low, except in Nouadhibou,
 

where SNIM wages were hirhor, and in general people could barely make ends
 

meet on what they earned. If we remember, in addition, that on the average 

each salary supported ten Deople, we get a good idea of the extremely low 

living standards of Nouakchott s migrants. 

Pow for the 9,enerality of migrants, in other words for those without 

some minimum job qualification, getting a job was more the exception than 

the rule. Young men were in a relatively advantageous position : they could 

. o/ . 



Apart from the wage s~ctor, the urban environment makes available a
 

number of income opportunities wjhich supplement migrant earnings.Using cate­

gories established by other scholars, we shall make a distinction between 

two non-st:uctured sectors : the modern and the traditional. 

- The "non-structured" modern sector (43): This comprises all the indepen­

dent jobs connected with' the trading and modern artisan sectoi:. Nouakchott's 

February 1977 census 
counted 3,000 traders and craftsmen, who in turn were
 

employers of a total of 1,5oo -eople. The corresponding figure on the national 

level could be 10,000 jobs. It is not our intention to present a new quanti­

tative estimate; what we aim tQ do is to gauge the social importance of this 

sectoi. First, we must note that this sector gives even greater latitude to 

social relationships in the search for jobs than does the modern wage sector,
 

especially since quite often the trade and craft enterprises in question
 

got their own start on the basis of just such soci3l networks. In the matter 

of hiring, this sector is more flexible than the modern zwage sector. It is 

also much more open, only a modest amount of capital sufficing to gain entry. 

Evidence from the 1977 sufvey shows that nearly 55 7 of these small scale entre­

preneurs come from the rural areas. Finally, earnings in this sector are
 

generally superior to those availablca in the modern wage sector. rl'e speak 

here of that category of entreprereurs possessing a capital of between 10,000 

and 50,000 UM, or carrying betwe:-i 2,700 and 4,bOO UM weekly. Even the pay 

levels of employees in this sector are quite comparable to that of workers 

in the mod.ern wage sector. 

(43) Nihin and Jourdiin, 1978. 
 ..
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- The "non-structured" traditional sector Animal husbandry practiced
 

in an urban environment does not amount 
to a serious job, admittedly; but it
 

can still bring in some income. Such income is difficult to quantify precisely.
 

If we may abstract from the type of market-oriented animal husbandry carried
 

on by certain elite groups (namely, bureaucratic big shots and major. tralers), 

only a few animals are involved, usually small livestock at that, though herds
 

may be founi close to Nouakchott. One such examnle cropped up in the inter­

views 
: a herd of two camels and a dozen goats looked after by a paid shep­

herd near the wharf; in addition to his wages, he could use the animals' milk
 

when the owners were not around to 
consume it themselves. Most often, however,
 

this urban type of animal husbandry is a modest affair involving two three
or 


sheep and goats raised near the comp ound, so the owners may get a bit of milk 

from them, and also have animals ready for the slaughter when religious festi­

vals come round.
 

Urban market gardening represents another 
source of income. In Zouerate,
 

we studied a market gardening zone irrigated with 
 sewage water from the
 

town. In 1970, there were 81 garden plots, 50 7 of them worked either by the
 

owner or by a slave. 
Income from these plots was low, but that was because the
 

gardens were small. prices for produce were quite high at the time.
 

Similarly, Nouakchott has had a truck farming zone since 
19b5, covering
 

a dozen or so hectares. According to Pitte, most of the plots 
 .belong to
 

wealthy Moors, but are worked on by servants or sharecroppers.
 

We have just made a rapid inventory of income'ources available to mi­

grants in Nouakchott and the key urban centers. For most 
 migrants, however,
 

. .1 
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the problei3 is how to survive wihhout having access 
to these jobs. The way
 

we see it, the question as 
to how these migrants without resources survive, how
 

they meet 
their basic cash needs, remains moot. Clearly, for the most part
 

they depend on economic and social redistribution networks, whether these
 

are institutionalized 
or not. (As we shall see, such institutionalization
 

is more 
the rule among black Africans than among Moors). This redistribution
 

takes place within a context of kin-group, tribal, village-based, regional
 

or ethnic relationships, etc. It is practically impossible 
to evaluate it
 

within the reference frame of quantitative surveys, because the redistribu­

tion system takes forms very flexibly adjusted to ad hoc exigencies. A migrant
 

may receive a meal gratis, for example,or draw water from someone else's faucet,
 

or receive a cash handout during a religious festival, etc. We shall not
 

attempt a precise description. But one point seems important to us : the
 

contradiction between people's subjective perceptions of these redistribution
 

phenomena in which they are involved, and the way these phenomena actually
 

work in reality
 

- On one hand, this social redistribution is understood in terms of kin­

group, tribal, village-based or ethnic solidarity. In the final analysis it
 

is understood as a consequence of adherenceto Islam, of the sharing of
 

common religious and ethnic values.
 

- On the other hand, as we have repeatedly pointed out, these social re­

distribution networks are natron-client networks dependent ultimately on po­

litical or economic power.
 

•.1. 
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We may therefore conclude that these redistribution practices func­

tion as ideological veils behind which phenomena of economic and social 

different .ion lie hidden. This is not to 
say that they are not effctive
 

purely as redistribution mechanisms; they certainly are, and it would be
 

impossible to explain th2 survival of so many migrants in Nouakchott and
 

other principal towns without taking them into account. 

Continuing our general analysis of urban living conditions, we will
 

now examine these conditions in different social and ethnic contexts. 

4.2. Migration and Urbtnization amon' Moors 

Among the Mdors, the key group, as far as integration into the urban
 
milieu is concerned, is the family grou. This follows from the fact that
 

migrations among Moors are y nature family affairs, entailing a definite 

move on the p#rt of the nomadic fatnily,' which thus breaks its spatial links 

with the original environment. Even in those cases wherm migrations happen 

to be individual, most often the young migrant is welcomed in town by relatives 

living there in family groups. This does not imply the total absence of collective 

structures aimed at helping migrants get settled in town. 

In Zouerate, where ethnic and ceven regional homogeneity were strong 

factors, in 1970, there were a number of tribal funds known as 1.as Lawha. The 

tribes concerned were tho most populous in Zouerate, mainly from the Adrar 

and Tiris areas. What was involved w.,as a traditional tribal institution; for­

merly under the direction of t.e./v.llage assembly, its purpose was the manager
 

ment of collective expenditure for we.lls, payments, festivals, the reception 

Od./
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of important visitors, etc. 
These were relatively informal associations,
 

and did not have among the Moors the well defined status of similar institu­

tions among black Africans. The treasurer was appointed by the council of
 

family elders in Zoucrate..Contributions to 
the fund varied according to
 

need and circumstance. Subscriptions were used for aiding accident victims,
 

bereaved families, individuals sentenced 
to pay a fine, sick people et al.
 

A residual purpose was to use the fund 1;..n connection with any objecti-3
 

related to the tribe's honor". This might mean receptions for griots,
 

marabouts, or other dignitaries. In all cases, the tribal assembly controls
 

the use of the fund. The money is collected by three or four representatives,
 

who fix the amount each •member is required to pay (about 1,000 F CFA at the
 

time of the study). 
In the main tribal groups the total collected could be
 

as high as 500,000 F CFA, especially on extraordinary occasions. In
 

Zouerate, for instance, 
a sum of b90,000 F CrA was collected for the re­

ception of the griot Sidati.
 

Outside Zouerate, the Kas Lawha institution became less and less
 

effective in the ensuing years, and eventually fell apart altogether, to all
 

intents. 
In Nouadhibou, the practice was rather poorly structured, and rarely
 

operative. 

On the other hand, other collective structures resembling tontine 
-


type revolving funds developed 
: oeveral people would band together to put
 

up monthly contributions of 1,000 to 2,000 F CFA each. Every month lots would
 

be drawn to decide which contributor would get the total collected. In this
 

case then, the association was a voluntary type, transcending kin-group
 

../. 
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or tribal categories, and designed to aid personal savings efforts.
 

In Nouakchott, formal tribal associations were relatively scarce, apart
 

from such institutions as the Qadane Rcsidents' Fund, fed by regular contri­

butions. Most often, there were associations of a few dozen individuals contri'­

butin, modest sums to heln the neediest, the sick, et al. This is not to 

say that tribal or kin-group networks vere ineffective. They were simply 

much more likely to be orgnaized on patron-client lines and were built around
 

important individuals. For this reaoon, they did not fit in with the formally
 

democratic organization of the tribal associations. 

Among the Haratine, such associations seemed somewhat better structured, 

even though thDey rarely attained great size. In Zouerate and Nouadhibou, espe­

cially, the P aratine often lived in collective homes rather similar to those 

of the Soninke : a group of young men from the same place would got together
 

on a basis more local than tribal, such Ps the fact that they cnme frow the 

same 'Adab-ay or the same farming areas. Such associations seem to have been few 

in Nouakchott. By contrast, one often came across "Funds" to which members of 

the same tribe coaing from the same region contributed, with the sums collected 

being used to ai.d the neediest. 

Contrary to what we find among the Toucouleurs or the Soninke, asso­

ciation-type structures do not play i determining role in the urb.n adjustment 

of migrants. The family group is the one social group essential for ensuring 

the integration of migrants into the urban environment. This does not imply 

that the urban Moorish family is ideTntical with the nomadic,. pastoralist 

Moorish family. The oorish urban fatmily has lost many of its characteristics 
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as a group collectively organized to accomplish the different task3 of pas­

toral life. The pastoralist life ,as the context for the old divis:.on of labor
 

within the family group, which w3.s itself the owner of the livesto2k herd. 

Within the ,-' extensively individualized, evenfamily relationships ve 'hecotic 

though the family continues to provide solidarity support largely transcending 

the nuclear family's limits. In Zouerate and Nouadhibou, the nuclear family 

was clearly the nucleus of. most rjeid2cntial grcups, but very oft,.r it was 

supplemented with other relatives. 

The relative weakening of social ties within the family shows first of
 

all in relationships between the sexes. The divorce rate in Moorish society
 

has always been high, but in both Zouerate and Nouadhibou, at the time of
 

the study, it was on the rise. But more significant than the absolute in­

crease in the number of divorces was the change in the status of divorced
 

women. In Zouerate, almost 25 7 of women between 30 and 40 years old were 

divorced and living by themselves. For women above 40 years old, this figure
 

was almost 50 7. Marital instability accentuated family ins'ability, and in­

stances of broken families were freq.uent. Living conditions were often very 

harsh for these women living alone with their children. In a general manner,
 

%.omen are moving in the direction of greater autonomy in the urban areas. True, 

there always was a degree of autonomy for women in the pastoralist environ­

ment. In families without dependents to work for them, the imperatives of 

pastoralist work very often gave women the responsibility of independently 

managing the home or even the settlement. In the urban areas, wmrking women 

are a commcn sight, and in Noundhibou, female employment is a tradition of long 

standing. Some women manage trading enterprises either directly or by using 

http:divis:.on
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fronts. Admittedly, there may be countervailing tendencies, such as religious
 

and ethnic values which may experience a resurgence in the current crisis. It
 

is not only government policy that encourages these values; it seems that
 

currently they are also bein( reinvigorated within Moorish circles in the
 

urban areas. Thus, the divorce rate seems to be going down now, relatively
 

speaking. Qc shall see the same development in relation with marriage per se.
 

The individualization of social relationships within the family also in­

volves relationships between generations. This crisis of patriarchal authority
 

was already visible in the phenomenon of the maverick tenusu .... the young
 

Moors setting off for the urban areas. A number of factors have acted with 

great effectiveness as solvents on inter-generational bonds • the large number 

of divorces, the dispersion of families, geoRraphical mobility, etc. A signi­

ficant index is the very steep drop in the age at which men get married. For­

merly, that is, in the pastoralist milieu, this .was around 30 years of age, 

because marriage then required marshalling of property and social resources, 

and it was the father who controlled them. Now, men marry around 20 years 

of age, and increasingly, marriage is becoming in act of individual choice. 

All this makes it the more remarkable that matrimonial strategies endure 

and marriages continue to play an important part in the lives of urban Moors. 

Date on matrimonial choices in several Adrar tribes available to us (family 

trees, complete sets of marriage records now under study), provide evidence 

of great stability in marital choices and customs. Of course,there are more 

people marrying outside the tribe, and fewer people are marrying close rela­

tives; but matrimonial' Structures seem to have preserved the functions they 
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had in the ozIJ nomadic pastoralist society. To us this seems to indicate
 

that matrimonial strategies continue to play certain roles in urban Moorish 

society, roles connected with social integration, and with the i.cquisition 

as well! as the maintenance of power. Perhaps there lies the decisive factor 

determining the importance of 
the domestic group in Moorish society, and
 

the reason why it has remained iniptable under the new conditions of the
 

urban environment.
 

However, the penetration of .market relationships and the cash nexus
 

manifests itself clearly at this level 
in the inflation of dowries and the
 

rise of other expenses connected with marriage ceremonies. rhe lirge-scale
 

circulation of wealth on such occasions, together with conspicuous expendi­

ture for purposes of 
showing off, reflect the fact that new hierarchies,
 

based 
on economic power and capable under certain circumstances of trans­

cending the traditional hierarchy, are 
in the process of being established.
 

That is probably why the strongest trend toward ethnic exogamy involves
 

Moorish women. Similarly, it is possible for people of different 
 traditional
 

ranks to get married.
 

The importance of matrimonial stragegies and the social desire 
 to main­

tain certain traditionial "rules of the matriomonial game" now threatened by 

these new hierarchies as well as by the economic and social conditions of urban
 

life, can become evident in spectacular ways. Thus, for examplc, among the
 

Kunta tribe of the Tagant area, the assembly of elders recently decided to
 

bring the dowry payment down to i mere 2,000 UM in endogamous tribal marriages 

in order to preserve the prestige and the reputation of the group (darja) 

*../*
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3nd to prevent the weakening of the tribe. (As a matter of fact, the tribal
 

assembly stepping in to define . tribe's matrimonial policy is no new pheno­

menon). From the time this decision was taken, that is, from 1978, there have
 

been 97 endogamous m :'riages in the tribe. Before the decision, there were 

only 10 or 11 such marriges per year. 

So the family group continues -playing a number of old roles and
 

assumes new ones even while more or le3s changing character on account of 

the individualization of relationships within it. Other types of social re­

lationships have evolved according to the same pattern, master-slave relation­

ships being an examplc.
 

The old slave groups, the Abid and.Haratine, have quickly found them­

selves in mn underdog posi.tion in the urban environment, just as they were in 

the rural home areas. This is due to their economic impoverishment, their 

low level of education, and also their lack of direct access to the levers of 

economic and political power. It may not happen very often now that a former 

master directly takes the wages of those of his former Abid or Haratine who 

have jobs; but there still is a certain amount of hierarchic appropriation, and 

it is .especially true that many If the former underclasses have been inte­

grated into urban life as domestic servants working for Bizani families. In 

that capacity, they are poorly paid, and a lot of the old social slave stigma 

still sticks to them. 

With the coming of the drought social ties in the rural areas were 

loosened, and the Abid and Haratine even began to challenge the authority 

of their former masters to a certain extent, especially with regard, to land 



tenure; simultaneously, in the urban areas, these underclasses began to put
 

forward specific demands. These demands fit in much more neatly within the
 

current soci-l and political structures of Mauritmnia, and appear to manifest
 

the desire of to
the underprivileged gair more direct access 
to the favors
 

of power, to control their own power netw7ork instead of being a subsidiary 

pqrt of those networks controlled by Bizani Moors. At the core of their 

demands are education and access to cdministrative and political jobs - their
 

main hope for advancement.
 

We shall not harp on the reorganization of urban Moorish society, nor on
 

the rise of new mercantile groups. These points will be dealt with at greater
 

length 
in a szparate report. But we would like to emphasize, in conclusion, the
 

fact that the perpetuation of old family or tribal structures is only meaning­

ful to 
the extent that it hlbs establish and reproduce the new hierarchies
 

we have touched on. 

For the rest, we need to add a 'few brief words on the evolution of 

Moorish religious life in the urban environment. Two facts strike us as impor­

tant : for good reasons, Moorish Islam is much less urban than the variety 

of Islam we find in the Maghreb, for instance. Of course, attendance at mosques 

in Nouakchott has clearly been rising on account of their siting in the city's 

outlying quarters. But even so, the mosques here have not become the centers of 

social life ... which they definitely are in the Maghreb cities. 

In the same vein, the brotherhood movement in Islam whose central impor­

tance in Moorish Islam we have alread pointed out,-
does not seem to us to have
 

become really urbanized, except in Senegal where it is strongly established in
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the urban areas. The principal Sheikhs of:course go on numerous trips into
 

the towns to visit their distiples, but as a rule they do not settle in town.Thus, 

only tio Sheikhs live permarLently in Nouakchott for the Qadiriyva movement, 

which seems better adapted to urban .ife, as its establishment in Senegal
 

indicates, there is Sheikh Aba ul Shayhk Talcb K'hyar of the great Fadeliyya
 

brotherhood; while for the Tijaniyya movement there is Sheikh Muhammed el 

Mukthar ul Maruf. This only makes it all the motre intriguing to -ote that 

at least one of them has adjusted brotherhood mores to urban conditions in a
 

remarkable style, in the sense that his disc'.ples areoften paid employees.'
 

He has dcveloped an efficient proselytizing movement among the youth, whom
 

he considers disillusioned and disenchanted with Islam. And in his approach
 

to the'evolution of customA and reli'gious practices, he shows a great deal of
 

flexibility.
 

4.3. Migration and Urbainization among Black African'Population Groups
 

4.3.1. In the New Urban Centers 

W .shall focus mainly on the largest group of migrants, the Toucouleurs. 

Beyond that, we shall mainly examine igration and urbanization among the Soninke 

within the context of international migratory movements, where they mainly
 

belong.
 

As we have noted, Toucouleurs migrations have increasingly come to in­

volve families. Still, the specific organization of individual migrations into
 

urban areas remains important to the extent that they play a major nart in 
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.in structuring the Toucouleur urban environment, where they set up those net­

works of ethnic solidarity which provide a framework for family migrations.
 

We shall therefore look at them first.
 

In Nouakchott and Nouadhibou, as formerly in Dakar, migrants often had
 

collective habitation arrangements. These took the specific form called the
 

sudu : a group dwelling containing people from one village or region, all
 

bachelors or married men living in t6wn. without their wives. Daily life, in­

cluding rent payment, cooking and the upkeep of the unemployed, is organized
 

collectively. In Nouadhibou, 20 % to 
25 % of the tenements are occupied by
 

such groups, and some contain as 
many as 15 or 20 people. In Zoucrate, where
 

there are fewer Toucouleur migrants, taking up about 5 % of the tenements,
 

there is sometimes collective savings organization of the "tontine" type
 

running parallel to the collective ho.Lehold arrangements :-everyone in the
 

group contributes a monthly sum, and every month the total collected is given
 

to one member.
 

Certainly, with steady urban growth and the development of family mi­

grations,. tha Sudu is disappearing. Ir Nouakchott, for instance, housing diffi­

culties can resitlt in one sudu being split up between several buildings.
 

Also, the wpy the ethnic milieu and patron-client power networks operate,
 

quite often a sudu is not, as A.B. Diop points out, an ethnocentric hyper­

tribalist group. But it is very important because it is a response to problems 

of adaptation to the urban environment, and also because it signnls new con­

ditions cf orgnaization of the village and the antagonisms of the regional 

matrix society. The sudu is a microcosmic expression of the nature of Toucouleur
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migration and urbanization : the building of new social structures on the 

basis of village, regional and ethnic bonds, in order to ensure urban inte.­

gration and the acquisition of power in the urban environment.
 

Similarly important are the voluntary associations proliferating on 

the urban 
scene. We examined them in detail in Zoueratc and Nouadhibou; here
 

we shall sum arize .our findings. The most cormmon were mutual aid societies,
 

sometimes organized around the sudu. In Nouadhibou, these groups were always 

organized in practically the same fashion : a Chairman to keep taps on 

the society's books and organize ac't'ivities, a treasurer to take care of funds. 

All zimambers from the village or region were elibible on payment of a 500 F CFA 

membership fee and a monthly subscription, also 500 F CFA at the time. The
 

money went to a social security fund which '.ould 
reach quite a large amount.
 

It was designed to aid needy members, accident victims or the sick, as well as
 

to provide cash for repatriating f'amilie's in case of a breadwinner's death, etc.
 

Furthermore, in Nouadhibou, there was a spedial fund for helping unem'ployed 

migrants, into which unmarried workers paid bOO F CFA while- married workers 

paid 300 F OPA. When it 
was necessary to make contingency expenditures, as
 

for a visit from a marabout or a griot, a special subscription was levied. 

Regional funds sucli 
as for Lao, Toro and Bossea kept substantial current
 

accounts in Nouadhibou, with between 100,000 and 150,000 F CFA in them. Parallel
 

to 
these mutual aid funds there were funds for the maintenance of the mosque.
 

Subscriptions were collected every Friday by some official of other'well-regarded 

person.. Dues amounted to between 50 and 100 F CFA per head, and the amounts 

collected were there and 'then given to the relevant mosque officials. 

• •/
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These associations were not mere carbon copies drawn from village or
 

locial collective life any more than the sudu. They were new structures going
 

beyond the schisms and-antagonisms of traditional local life, and serving
 

as support poi-.its for the restructuring and reproduction of the ethnic milieu,
 

for the emergence of solidarity bonds conducive to urban intefration. As we
 

saw with reprd to Moorish migrants, movements, these solidarity bonds do not
 

preclude the establishment of hierarchical patron-client networks which form an
 

aspect of economic organization and a component of the politic.l system. Among
 

other black African groups we find *silar 
social 'forms. Thus, at Zouerate,
 

the "Senegalese Mutual Aid Society" brought -Wolof workers together around re­

ciprocal goals, while the "Spnegalese union" brought together other Senegalese
 

with the more specific aims of org,.nizing receptions or getting ready for the
 

'Id el Mallud festival. The association took diffcrent forms according to
 

differences in the urban environment, characteristics of the ethnic groups in­

volved and circumstances under which they migrated.
 

And then also, Toucouleur migration have been trending increasingly.
 

toward family-type movements, expecially in such a city as Nouakchott, where
 

between 25 % and 33 % of migrants have settled permanently. This kind of settle­

ment does not seem to have brought about such significant modifications in 

family structures as among the Moors. TIe coherence of the ethnic milieu and 

the pressure it exerted on migrants worked toward the preservation of sexual
 

and generational status leveis and roles. This was all the more obvious since
 

Toucouleur family structure gave an increasingly important role to the nuclear
 

family. Nevertheless, we find the same inflation of marriage-related expenses,
 

for examnle in connection 'with the distribution of cloth gifts at the time
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of trarriage. Furthermore, the f.ct that~the urban milieu is an-expanded milieu
 

means 'an inflation in this distribution of property, because now people be­

yond kin groups have to be included. Other social events also provide oppor­

tunities to reactivate these social networks that are 
thus expanded because 

of the urban environment. Among Toucouleurs for instance, burials have acquired 

an increasing importance as occasions for bringing together relatives - de­

fined in most generous terms - and patro-client connections. Among the Soninke, 

Tabaski celebrations are also occasions for large gatherings and reciprocal
 

visits.
 

The'restructuring of the ethnic rilieu in urban areas also entails the
 

transfer of some traditional activities into town, where they assume novel 

dimensions. This, for exanple, is the case of traditional wrestling matches­

these are organized,on a regional basis, but increasingly now they are be­

coming a show-business phenomenon, and have been drawn into the context of 
na­

tional or even international competitions.
 

The religious aspect of this process of ethnic' restructuring is im­

portant among black African groups. In Zouerate and Nouadhibou, it was more pro­

nounced among the Wolofs than among the Toucouleurs : Mouride and Ti,aniya
 

brotherhoods were organized on a local level with regular collections and
 

remittances to the'marabouts Among the Toucouleurs, we find no such
 

precise organization; most oftentheir activIties .are organized around the local
 

or villa.e mosque. It is a-s if the Wolofs use the religious dimension to 

achieve the same kind of restructuring of social relationships which the 

Toucouleurs accomplish through the instrumentality of ethnic relationships. 

•.1/. 
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No doubt, the difference springs from the more recent character of migration and
 

urbanization, as well as from the fact that rural Wolof society, more deeply
 

involved in peanut production, has been more radically transformed.
 

4.3.2. In the Old River "Ports" 

Urbanikation conditions in the towns along the Senegal River appear 

somewhat different. Here, the urban function started earlier, scmetimes as early 

as the start of the colonial era,without the population necessarily abandoning 

its rural occupations. The concentration of people was encour-or<: by 

the .concentrated presence of good walo soil, and the urban function is linked 

with the commercial and navigational functions of the river. 

The towns often have old origins; and, like many of the valley's
 

villages, they have a relatively homogenous composition, with one dominant 

group on the local scene. In Kaedi, that group was the Toucouleurs, but after
 

the French took over, the Soninke succeeded in gaining autonomy first, then
 

political ascendancy, by dint of astute politicking.
 

At the itime of the MISOES study at the end of-the 1950's, only Kaedi, 

with an estimated population of 7,500, had urban pretentions of any credibi­

lity. (Rosso was not included in the sample). Currently, these towns have grown, 

but only moderately. in 19b1,,the Mauritanian towns along the Senegal River 

accounted for 31 Z of the urban' populition (22,b12 peopld); now the total 

number is 51,3b4, which is only Ib.9 Z of the urban population. This figure 

also includes Rosso, the fast-growing sedentarization'point for the Trarza 
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area after the drought.
 

Toucouleurs were often in the majority; in Bohi, they were 81 % during
 

the MISOES study, and in Kaedi, they were 51 %. Everywhere, the Moors were an
 

important minority, 11 % in Kaedi,' 7,.5 % in Poghe, figures approximately in­

dicative of the size of the commercial element among the active population.
 

Among this active population, almost 50 7 carried., on some such traditional occu­

pations. as fishing, animil husbandry or agriculture. 

In Kaedi just as in Boghe, outside the local population nucleus, a 

quarter has grown which owes its origin to runaway slaves or outcast elements. 

In Kiedi, the quarter is known as Jerida; in Boghe, it is calied Libert6 ­

names signifying origins.. The population in these quarters is very mixed, with 

a strong Haratin presence. This is important because what we have here is an 

instance of first contacts between Haratin and black Africans. On a small scale, 

these quarters have become places where the Abid and Haratine, are in a posi­

tion to examine and challenge their traditional status'. The founder of the Jeri­

da quarter settled there around 1940, on a plot entristed to him by a Sonin­

ke family. Similarly, the Soninke villago chief at Kaedi allowed a few Hara­

tin to settle there. %~efore then, the ,aratine made their hom.*s ne'ar the So­

ninke in the Soninke quarter of Gataga, where they worked mainly as butchers.
 

They were joined by dozens of other migrants, mostly Haratine fleeing first
 

Bizani oppression, then the drought. The quarter grew ranidly. 'en plots were
 

first distributed, in 195b, there were 18 families. By 1958, there were 3b;
 

at the moment, there are 585 compoutids, all but 40 or 50 inhabited by Haratin
 

The rise in population has motivated the old landlords to demand land rent
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or title to the land. 
Since 1977, the question has been held in abeyance.
 

People living in the. quarter are extremely poor, depending on a bit of far­

ming on dieri land, and mostly doing odd jobs in town, hauling wood, selling
 

coal, working as butchers,doing manual labor, etc.
 

The quarter called LibertA in Ioghe dates back to 
1920. It was meant
 

as a reception center for runaway slaves. People in this quarter are better
 

integrated into urban life, and there 
are fewer Haratine among them, settling
 

there mostly after the drought. 

This old situation has encouraged a kind of ethnic contact or mixing
 

which is not prevalent elsewhere. The MISOES study, for instance, found that
 

there was a higher rate of ethnic exogamy in the river "ports", involving 

mostly Moorish women marrying men from other ethnic groups.
 

The Toucculeur-type restructuring of ethnic society that might be expec­

ted to result from migration and urbanieation has not materialized here. Quite
 

the contrary has happened, with schisms ard internal hierarchies coming up
 

stronger in the urban areas than in the villages, on account of the attitude
 

of landowners in Kaedi. Conflicts are frequent. The fact that proto-cooperative
 

societies have been set up among the fisherfolk and weavers at Boghe, the former
 

oriented toward sales, is evicence that the same associational capabilities 

exist; but there, the associations have a very precise social or professional
 

base, and in no instance do they exercise the same functions as those we have 

already studied. 
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5. International Migrations
 

So far we have mainly dealt with migratory movements within Maurita­

nia's national space, 
though at times it has not been easy to differentiate
 

such mc.vemnents frnrm older, regional migrations in the border areas oriented
 

toward Senegal and Mali. Mauritania also has large-scale migratory movements
 

which reach outside the nation, even going beyond Africa in the last twenty
 

years, into Europe.
 

5.1. Migrations into other Parts of Africa
 

Migrations into other parts of Africa have been going on for a long time.
 

We.have already discussed the origins and development of the Moorish diaspora
 

(Section 1.3.), and -of the Toucouleur and Soninke labor migrations into
 

Senegal, which underwent more radical -conomic changes in the colonial era and
 

thus became a pole of attraction on the regional level (Section 1.4.). Mau­

ritania's migratory movements qrc still principally oriented toward Sene­

gal, or to put it more accurately, the Senegambia. area. Frontiers ere rela­

tively porous, with identical peoples living on both sides of them, sometimes
 

even mai.ntaining very close s6cial ties. As 
a result, these migratroy move­

ments have maintained a very noticeable regional character. Naturalizations 

are quite common across the different frontiers, and even double natio­

nalities are not unheard Pf. Never.thelessi diverpences in political and 

economic choices made.,by the two countries have .;been driving the left 

and the right banks of the river farther and farther apart; we have conse­

quently opted to classify these migrati.ons as international migrations at 
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the present time. there is 
no argument at all about such a classification in
 

the case of migrations into other African countries. After all, in those other
 

countries M.turit-ni in nigrants have frequently been confronted with the choice 

- and attendant vicissitudes - -f national options. Such dilemmas have led 

to deportations in the Congo, incidents in the Ivory Coast, ctc 

5.1.1. The Moorish Diaspora : Current Evolution
 

Two reasons make a quantitative evaluation difficult : first, census
 

statistics are not available; secondlv, the population under study is 
ex­

ceedingly fluid, and maintains extremely close links with Mauritania. The bulk
 

of Mauritania's migrants are in Senegal; there, 
as we have seen, they were
 

estimated in the early 1970's 
to number 50,000. Some migrants have also been in
 

the Gambia for a very long time.
(4 4 )
 

So, there were probably several thousands involved. Migrant numbers 

are much lower in other African countries except perhaps in the Ivory Coast,
 

where there might also be several thousand Moors. In the case of Mali, the issue
 

is much more complex, since 
in that country Moorish migratory movements have been
 

much less specific as to the usual functions (namely trade), and cannot be 
se­

parated from pastoralist or agro-pastoralist population movements sometimes
 

going back a long time indeed, as in the insance of the Kuntas settling in
 

the Azawid area. Periods of drought and food shortage like the one that began in 

the early 1970's can cause a recrudescense.of southwardb'migration movements on
 

the part of herdsmen, leading eventually to fresh instances of settlement.
 

(44) 	 Dubi6 (1953) indicates that in 1934 there were 200' Aborish shops in 
B1athurst (now Banjul). 
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Essentially, the Moorish .iasTora remains commercial. In Senegal,
 

according to Santoir's 1975 study )n tfoorish migration in the valley,
 

90 % of the .izani and 84 % of the Haratine were involved in trade or earned
 

their living from occupations linked with trade. Here, as in Mauritania, 

the whole range of trading activities is represented, but the overwhelming 

bulk is concentrated in- the area of small-scale retail trading. In some 

quarters of Dakar the Moors practically have a monopoly of this kind of trade. 

Big traderR .re fey. M'stly, they come from Adrar, Brakna'or the H-Th area, 

and have beer. in Dakar for a long time. Often, they accumulated their trading 

capital by dealing in livestock. They import sundry products such as tea, 

sugar and cloth, ir[great retail demand. In effect, as in Mauritania, 

they control .the retail distribution networks involving Moorish petty traders 

to whom they advance goods on credit. Before the breakup of the Senegal-

Mauritania customs union and the crdation of Mauritania's currency, the Ou­

guiya, their trade networks covered both Mauritania and Senegal. Manipulating
 

demand and supply in different product lines, they made a double profit.
 

For example, they could buy livestock in Mauritania, sell it in Senegal, use the
 

cash to buy merchandise in Senegal, then go and resell this also in Mauri­

tania. The old networks still survive, but the traders are increasingly
 

obliged to concentrate on the Senegalese market. There, they run into com­

petition from Syrian and Lebanese traders, though their lines do not exactly
 

overlap, or from Senegalese traders, who enjoy privileged treatment in the
 

handling of foodstuffs.
 

Almost all migrant .Moors are petty traders. The scope.-of activities
 

is small7 for example,initial capital invested in trading business in Pikine
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around 1970 averaged between 25,000 and 100,000 F CFA 4 The money is 

raised either in the form of loans from relatives, fellow tribespeople, or
 

wealthy traders; it may also be accumulated from money earned working on the
 

docks, in the case of Haratine. Many of these shopkeepers are Bizani or
 

Haratine Moors from Trarza, who often have a long experience of migration into
 

Senegal. This experience is reflected in the establishment of tribal networks
 

with a regional extension right into Senegal 
itself. In his study of the
 

distribution of Moorish shopkeepers in 
!'Kiz, Santoir (19'73) notes t'at the
 
Idawali make up more than bO 
 7 of the Moorish populatilon in Dakar, while the
 

Tadjakaret are most numerous in Kaolack and the Sine Saloum region, the
 

Idabelhassan in Kaolack and Saint-Louis, etc 
... The great asset of this kind
 

of commerc6 
is its financial organization; this is such as 
to cushion it
 

against instabilities of the market place or of any other type. A trading
 

organization adapted to the needs of poor customers, it depends heavily on
 

credit 
(the opinion is that debt collection is harder in Senegal than in
 

auritania, though), and does not hesitate to impose very high interset 

rates and prices.
 

The livestock trade also remains an important occupation for Moors
 
in Senegal, involving mainly traders from the HIodh region. Here again, the en­

tire livestock trading system is based on credit. The trader collects the live­

stock, often on credit, hires a shepherd who travels on foot with the animals, 

and meets the trader shortly before reaching the market. From Aioun the trip 

may take 50 to bO days since the animals have to be, driven slowly, pasturing 

(45) John-Lambert, Le Commerce 
' 
Pikine, M.A. Thesis, University of Nanterre, 1971.
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on the way. Each shepherd may handle between 200 and 300 sheep. Currently, the
 

animals are often transported in trucks from the moment they reach Senegal.
 

Dakar is the key center. The merket is extremely fickle, so that sheep of 

identical quality may vary in nrice between 10,000 and 25,000 F CFA, the average
 

falling* between 10,000 and CFA. prices drop low,12,500 F When too livestock
 

is kept waiting on nearby pastures pending a price upswing. On arrival the
 

animals are often bought by brokers, working as a rule in cahoots with the
 

same traders; they pay them Dart of the total in cash. The traders then buy
 

goods for resale in Mauritania, the proceeds enabling them to pay the herds­

men. This credit system comes 
into play again when the beasts are sold, often
 

to Moorish butchers, and usually Haratine, who pay after selling the meat.
 

This complex credit:system is often cited as a cause of 
sedentarization
 

among the Moors of Pikine, the great livestock market in Dakar. To recover
 

bit by bit the credit they-advance, traders, especially the petty traders,
 

sometimes settle down for months even for years. With the first repayments
 

the trader often starts a small shor, and this sedentarizes him further. From
 

then on his life becomes a series of more or 
less regular trips between Sene­

gal and Mauritania. His relatives j*.n him, and he puts them to work in the
 

trading business. Meanwhile, bonds with Liuritania, including economic
 

ties, remain very strong, because the System is based on the extension of
 

tribal and kinship networks and also on the possibility of reinvestment in the
 

country. All those interviewed considered their stay in Senegal merely tempo­

rary. At any rate, after a while they will be able to afford to use shop assis­

tants to manage their business while they themselves branch out into other lines 

in Senegel, or,even more frequently, in Mauritania.
 

ee/e
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Still, not all Moors make their living from trade. Some of them, es­

pecially the Haratine, come to Senegal simply looking for jobs. These are mostly 

young:, very mobile people, who sometiL:es still continue the old pattern of 

seasonal migrations. The drought has intensified the movement, and the number 

of Moorish laborers, carters and watersellers in Dakar and other Senegalese 

towns is large. 

The second aspect of Moorish emigration,. Islam, is just as important. In
 

Section 1.3.1. 
we gave a few bricf pointers as to the main Islamic currents
 

in Senegal, emphasizing Moorish influences at 
their origins or in their current
 

development. Two of the Qadiriyyi movements are led directly by Moorish sheikhs.
 

These are 
the Kunta in Ndyassin, north of Thies, who have a large following of
 

Moorish and Senegalese discioles. (-Jhile we were in Senegal, the annual pil­

grimage these disciples make to N.iyassan had drawn thousands, maybe even 

dozen2 of thousands of people). The Fadeliyya movement plays a pioneering role
 

in the Casamance region. There its sheikhs have founded several communities. The
 

movement also thrives in the rest of the country, and lots of disciples also
 
/
 

go on pilgrimages to the tomb of the holy man Sh3ykh Saad Bu, between Nouak­

chott and Rosso. 

Aside from the influence of these major sheikhs, who head large religious 

brotherhoods, there are also the activities of hundreds of Moorish "marabouts", 

which are perhaps even more relevant to this study. These marabouts often come
 

from those tribes with the least amount of credibility in religious circles
 

back home. But in Senegal, by virtue of their mystical, religious ind magical
 

activities, they exert a strong influence on their migrant compatriots as
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well as on Senegalese. These Activities help to make Moors welcome in Sene­

.gal even where their economic functions, involving trading monopolies, usury, 

etc ... , are not always appreciated. 

To take just an example - X comes from the Kunta tribe. For quite a 

long time his life was far from holy. But after that he devoted himself to 

the study of the "Mystical Sciences", and gained . great influepce, among the 
Senegalese. He is consulted in c:iser of insanity, illness and other personal 

problems, not only by people from the SICAP area where he lives, but also by
 

people from all over Dakar. Re is recluae, receiving his clients at home. He
 

says, somewhat in a boastful vein, that though he has lived in. Senegal since
 

1952, he seaks not a single wo--,j' of Wolof. His rising reputation enabled
 

him to amass a fortune after 1971. He gave 3,000,000 F CFA to a UHartani to
 

open a shop for him, which he does not personally nan-ige. He also owns a 

fleet of transport vehicles. He rmaiintains regular contacts with Mauritania,
 

and .2veryyear at the time of' the getna festival, his family goes to Rachid
 

in the Ta rtnt region.
 

Almost 25 % of Senegal's iMoors live in Dakar. A study of Moorish settle­

ment .patterns in this city give; n pretty good overall picture. of international 

Moorish migrations. Mainly, these r.;igrations are individual, involving young 

adult males; the sex ratio in Dakar, for instance, is 158 men. per 100 women. 

Often, they are bachelors (48 P of the men), under 40 years old, and they
 

generally live alone. These data, collected during the 1955 population cen­

sus, remain mostly valid. The fact that this situation has remained constant 

reflects the instability and mobility of Moorish migrants. The manner in which
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the commercial migrations involving most of these migrants take place is also
 

a reason for this mobility : to acquire a shop, one has 
to have held a number
 

of jobs and served one's apprenticeship as a sales assistant. Once the shops
 

are 
set up, people usually hire assistants to run them 
so they are free to make
 

repeated trips back to Mauritania and to get involved in other business. Those 

who .go to Senegal not to 
trade but to look for employment often stay only
 

a short time; sometimes their trips are in fact seasonal. The result is 
a
 

marked degree of spatial mobility, which Verni.rc 
(1973) e~timater, at about
 

80 % for the Moors,as compared to 30 % 
for Toucouleur migrants. Dakar's
 

Moorish population is particularly fluid and unstable.
 

This mobility is quite compatible with a measure of urban concentra­

tion. Of the Moorish migrants of the River Valley, whom Santoir (1975) studied,
 

more than 80 . are in the four principal cities: Dakar, Kaolack, Thies and
 

Saint-Louis. In Dakar itself, 
4oors are overwhelmingly concentrated in Pikine,
 

especially around livestock Dakar'sthe market. Moorish population is not more
 

than 2 % of the total, but the percentage in Pikine is between 5 % aId 10 %.
 

The integration of Haratine, in particular the most numerous
group,
 

those from the upstream 
 parts of the valley and from Trarza, presents special
 

features in Senegal. Because these miratory movements and contacts have a 

long tradition, they have brought about a certain measure of assiril!tion 

into Wolof society in certain cases. Whatever the size of this phenomenon, 

the few cases of successful assimilation bave been cited by the Bizani as 

pcoof that Senegal is practically .exerting offici3l pressure to get the 

Haratine emancipated.
 

* .1 . 
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Our remarks on Moorish migratory movements in other African countries
 

will be brief, chiefly because we have neither first hand knowledge nor the
 

benefit of other scholar's analytical work 
to base them on. Special attention
 

should be paid to migrations into other Arabic-speaking countries, especially
 

the Maghreb countries, but also the East African countries such as 
Sudan,
 

where a smattering of relevant migratory movements have been brought to 
our
 

attention.
 

5.1 .2. Intermational Migrations Among Mauritania's Black African Populations 

Internation l migrations among tIfauritania's black African population
 

groups have a very special chnract.r because they 
are oriented toward countries 

where very. large identical ethnic communities exist. This makes it difficult
 

to quantify this type of migration 
 in: any serious way. For this re:ason, 

too, we ihall make no attempt to !urm'rize all the texts devoted to this type 

of migration in Senegal. As far as Tucouleur migrations are concerned, we think 

there are 
two important points i first, these migrations bving into play the
 

same urban inteprative mechanisms we siw in Mauritania, in particular the key 

function of the restructuring of thn etbnic milieu. Secondly, the fact that
 

these migration and urbanization processes are part of a long tradition brough
 

about lariae-scale settlement : right now the Toucouleurs are Dakar's second 

largest ethnic group. 

Lericollais and Verni~re have noted that currentl* miratory movemants 

oriented toward Dakar are getting stabilized. A settled urban nucleus plays 

an important role in controlling migration, and family migr' tions often follow 

* ./ . 
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as prolongations of individual migrations among the young "the men leave
 

first, bettreen 15 and 25 years old, then they go back to 
get married in the
 

village, 
after which their wives join them in town.,,(46) These migrations fit
 
into a very dense network of social and ethnic 
 bonds which support the young
 

migrants, often 
 in 'he first place employed by an older migrant. After the
 

years of apprenticeship and the time devoted to getting the dowry and money
 

for other marriage connected exvcn.iture together, success comes when a
 

migrant is able 
 to get a stabler job, especially if he is also able to buy 

a plot of land which will ensure his permanent settlement and provide shelter
 

for his family. This step-by-step acquisition of urban property, the material
 

and symbolic sign tha. the passage from migrant to settled status has been suc­

cessfully negotiated, is made easier by ethnic bonds of solidarity. Verni.re (4 7 )
 

has specially studied these urbanisation processes among the Toucouleurs, which
 

themselvcs need to be reinterpreted in relation to Dakar's urban evolution.
 

The massive concentration of Toucouleurs in the overcrowded Medina yielded
 

explosive results durinR the 
 lexpulsionr campaigns started by the Senegalese 

government after 19b0. The result was a massive transfer of the Toucouleur po­

pulation into the new town of Dagoudane Pikine and its satellites, as wcll 
as into
 

new squatter zines which sprang up around Pikine.
 

Tc:ucouleur migrants are particularly involved in these urban transforma­

ti'n. In the first place this results from the fact that their economic status
 

is really low, also on account of their 
being migrants, recently installed,
 

with lot; qualifications etc. It also has to do with collective'he fashion 

(4b) Lericcllais and Vernire, 1975, p. 17. 
(47) Vernire, "Campagne,ville, bidionville, banlieu; les migrations intra-ur­

baines vers Pikine", in : Calhiers de 'ORSTOM, Sgrie Science Humaine 
X - 2.3, 1973. 

.. I.o 
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in which Toticouleurs react to the situation they are confronted with. They 

rapidly assumed a dominanthave p!,s.tion in these new quarters, an average 

of 40 % in Pikine, while durinc! the A.B. Diop study they made up 80 % of
 

the population of the core sections of the slum. (Now they are only 15 %
 

there).
 

Their old ties with th.i Lebous, traditional landowner!. in the Cape Verde 

peninsular, made it easy for them to .t access to land. Tie Lebous gave 

them favorable terms for the purchas* of land in the squatter zone. 
Strong
 

ethnic bonds 
took care of the rest : Toucouleur miqrants at any rate always prefer
 

plots in Toucouleur neighborhoods. But this access 
to property often came
 

only at the end of a Ion-, series of shifts. 

As, urbanization has developed in Dakar, the Toucouleur population has also 

advanced economically and socially. In particular, they have Rained better
 

job qualifications. Enterprising youn, Toucouleurs set'tle in the slum areas and 

very quickly acquire -lot of land. Adrittedly, for the time bain-- they maintain 

the ethnic solidarity which nn.hlasthom to6 play an important role in Dakar's 

urban development in spite of being rlative. latecomers on the scene. Never­

theless, siqns of disintegration are appearing - owinc, to the fact that this 

urbanization is recent, and i3 becomin2 definitive in Dakar.To quote Verni~re 

"There is 
no prospect of Dakar'5 Toucculeurs eventually returning to 
their old 

river valley homeland to farm aoin, even if the soil is irrigated. They are now 

city dwellers, working and living to' the city's own rhythm, cven if some of 

them, liviup near the Lebou villages, still harbor nostalgic sentiments for 

rural lifc." (1975, p. 175). B!cnuse of urban developm nt and the positioning 

. .1 . 
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of 
 Toucouleurs away.from the central zones, ethnic solidarities have weakened
 

somewhat. 
Fresh youn- migrants looking for jobs prefer to 
stay in the central
 

zones; their ties with the older-established urban community become weaker.
 

They are force0 to 
hire scattered dwellings, s'plitting into little groups
 

to occupy them, and this type of livin 
arrangement is 
not conducive to the
 

organization of sudu-type cooperatives.
 

Moreover, job opportunities have 
also shrunk because of the rise in
 

urban unemployment. A.A. Diop (1958) cited an unemployment figure of 1b % 

amonq Toucouleurs. The fifure is dated now. Unemployment most affects those
 

same mi.-rants whose living conditions have worsened, thus jeonardizing their ability 

to 
integrate into the urban environment. At any rate, they will be obliged to
 

work out ortions different from those that served their predecessors. 

Sininke migrations have taken an even more international direction than 

Toucouleur migrations. Beyond SeneR al, we find substantial communities estab­

lished 
in a number of African countries. We have already mentioned the community 

that after his exile in the Ivory Coast. Outside 
crew up around Yacouba Silla 

Senegal, these communities are mainly involved in commercial activities. But
 

the way trade is organized 
 among them is certainly different from the way it 

is among. the oors. Their type of cormmerce is often extremely speculative; some­

times, it borlers on smuggling. Hence, the expulsion in the early 1970's of 

a Soninke community formerly settled in Zaire. There are other commtunities 

in Conqo-grAzzaville, Sierra Leone, Gabon and %uinea. They specialize in
 

fabrics 
is well as gold, diamonds, in, foreign exchange deals. It is a chancy
 

business, an% even 
though some large fortunes have been made in it, it 
is
 

. .1/. 
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always vulnerable to 
the vagaries of local policies. When traders of this type
 

return home, their prestige, and scmetimes their actual power, is great indeed.
 

In Kaedi, the notorious "Committee of Eleven" which grew out of Yacouba Silla's
 

following is important on the local political 
scene. They maintain close links with
 

the Ivory Coast community, some of whosr members have returned to 
settle in
 

Kaedi.
 

The life history of a big-time Soninke trader from Guidimakha offers 

a good illustration of 
these sketchy remarks. This man set out in 1938 
on
 

foot, armed 
 with 15;001 F he realized from sale of his livestock. He went to 

Bamako, where he bought cloth with this money. For two years, he shuttled bet­

ween Bamalo and Y'ankati in Guinea', trading Malian cloth, for Guinean mats, which
 

he resold in Mali. 
 His nrofit margin for each trip : 400 %. In 1940, to avoid
 

war-time conscription he moved to Sierra Leone where, 
 during the war, he operatdd 

a smuggling hustle yieldine 
a 1,000 % profit margin, according to him. He then
 

settled in Guinea, dnd only moved from there after Independence to escape Sekou
 

Tou-9's socialist experiments. lie moved to Dakar .after realizing his capital.
 

He has built a large three-story house in which his family, all 33 children, live,
 

and he c=rries on a fabric dyeing arid 
sales business complete with a printing
 

press, etc
 

Beside these trading migrations individual labor migrations into other
 

African countries are substantial. ut migrations to Dakar, the first stage on
 

the 
 way to France, are quite important. Migrants waiting for pnssage can wait
 

a few years in Dakar. They h-re roonw,; in lgroups, of'tpn from traders or migrants who 

made the grade. In this lot, the features of migrations toward Europ-a (which we
 

. .1 . 
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shall describe in Section 5.2.) are duplicated on a relatively less well funded
 

and less well organized level. Among them there are also quite a number of
 

women. 

Among the 364 immigrants from Diaguili living 4 8 )in Dakar there is even 

a majority of women, 52 %. -aybe this signals that desire of the migrants for 

autoncmy -whose premises we sought in the home environment; in effect, this
 

may indicate a way the m;irants have found to remove their families from the
 

Kagummes nuthority, and also to keep tighter check 
 on the money sent home. 

5.2. Migrations into Europe 

Those mainly involved in migrations into Europe are the Soninke and
 

neighboring groups from 
 the upper Senegal River valley. Again, .'any quantitative
 

evaluation turns out to be problematic. Fact is, 
not even the exact number of 

African workers is knowm, and estimates vary by a factor. of as much as 200 %. 

A few -:2ars ago the most credible estimates cited bO,000 to 70,000 people,
 

of whom between 40,000 and 50,000 were 
Soninke, and 10,000 Toucouleurs.Put these
 

figures wer., for Senegal and Mali in addition to Mauritania. If we assume that 

the migrAnt percentage is proportional to the percentage of totalthe population, 

then Mauritanian migrrants aboutmight number 10,000. As we have seen, this 

migration is almost restricted to men, and increasingly younger men at that. 

Studies conducted when migrants reach France confirm that the average age of 

migrants his been falling steadil* Debresson, citing data from the Seine
 

(48) M. Samuel, Le prolitariat africain noir en France, M'1aspero, Paris, 1978. 
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Prefecture, shows that in a few years the average age at hiring dropped 

from 	32 to 26 years old. He himself met a 12 year old migrant looking for work.
 

Among the migrints, we ourselves met in Selibabi one who set out when he was 15
 

years old. This; phenomenon is not only a consequence of the expansion of mi­

grations. It also reflects the young men'.s situation of dependence at home
 

they 	are ofteu detailed to replace a "big brother" returning home. Ideologically,
 

the 	education of 'young Soninke prepares them for migration by presenting
 

it :,s a test of' manhood, and as a way to assert independence within the family 

group.
 

This type of migration is also almost exclusively male, besides in­

volving mostly bachelors. (Admittedly, a few women have joined the stream).
 

For this, an immediate reason is sometimes the continued refusal of families to 

permit reunion even though some wives get tired of waiting years for their 

husbands to come back : the wifc's presence among the family back home is in 

effect the best Ruarantee that remittances will be regular. There also seems 

to be a degree of unwillingness on the part of the migrants themselves : they 

fear what might happen under the conditions of greater feminine autonomy pre­

valent in France. 

One examnle related by a,migrant illustrates this reticence : A man took
 

his wife with him to France. He lived in the communal dormitory, cooking for
 

everybody there and getting paid for it. He thus made a lot of money, which
 

enqbled him to buy a house in France for 8,000,000 F CFA. But 'she slept
 

(49) 	 Debrtsson, "Le travailleur Soninke et - Toucouleur dans 1'Ouest Parisien", 

in :Cahiers Orstom, Serie Sciences 1lumaines, XII.2.1975-139.208 

i..
 



- 23o ­

around with other men in the communal dormitory. The husband got to know, 

and in a fit of pique planned to hare a second wife join him. The first wife 

would have none of this, and she sued for divorce, together with part owner­

ship of the house they had both bought. She remarried later, in France.
 

ve have already pointed out that the essential characteristic of these
 

migrations is their highly structured character, esnecially their collective
 

organization in the host countries. Organisational support, sponsored by a
 

"big brother", a former migrant from the village or by trader, begins with
 

the trip. Thoever Days for it sets paid back when the migrant finds work.
 

One o' the former migrants in Sangue, the first to leave the village in
 

1958, hal himself sponsored seven people between 1959 and 1962. Having 
re­

turned to France, after the failure of an attempt to set up a livestock 

business in 19b9, on a t:icket supplied by a friend, he himself sent a 

ticket to his nephew, but the nephew was officially rebuffed by French
 

immigration authorities.
 

Th-t was the first phase of the young migrant's sponsorship. lie
 

immediately went to one of those notorious communal dormitories or 'com­

munities of misery' as Dubresson calls them, which often exist in the
 

slums, ever, in cellars. Thero, the migrant tried to settle in with his
 

"big brother" from the village. In effect, they would look after him till
 

he found work. They housed him, fed him, and gave him cash necessary in his
 

search for a job.
 

Collective living arrangerent; are made easier by the set-up of these
 

• .1l. 
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village nuclei, but other types of graupin j may exist, some even transcending
 

ethnic bonds 50 ) Most often the group organizes a village-basea common fund to
 

receive fresh migrants, pay for collective boarding arrangements, provide aid 

to the unemployed, and also repatriate the sick or burry the dead as the need 

arose. There are often also funds organized on the basis of social categories. 

Also, witin the communal dormitory, there is a division of labor. Since women 

are generally very scarce, it is the duty of the slaves to cook and to run 

numerous errands.
 

The collective organization, then, decidedly reproduces the social
 

cleavages and hierarchies of the home environment. Age group hierarchies, and
 

the aristocrat-slave pecking order exert a heavy influence on daily life.
 

Funds are invariably controlled by aristocrats and chiefs, who entrust their
 

management to their councillors. Gerontocratic.authorxity is opprassively
 

strong. F.ines can be imposed in cases of insubordination. In short, life in
 

the communal dormitories duplicates the structures of the home society and
 

denends on these structures and the situation bck in the home village for
 

enforcement. Should any slaves -.rove recalcitrant, immediate pressure would 

be brought to bear on their families back home in the village, who are depen­

dent for their livelihood on the landowning nobility. Any really strong bid 

for freedom on the part of a young migrant would result in the elders back in 

the village acting to delay his marriage, etc 

(50) Ibid., ,. 207 

* o. 



- 232 -

Another aspect of the collective organisation of migration is the 

association of people from the village in groups going beyond the limits of 

the dormitory and reception centers to embrace the whole migrant community. It 

is this association, apain controlled by the nobility, which oversees the 

collection of dues for collective investment projects back in the village. Normal
 

dues are rather small, but dues for sDecial purposes can be heavy indeed.
 

Dues of 5,000 to 15,000 UM, for instance, are quite common for the construction
 

of mosques. In case of needs,the derrmand for such dues may be repeated. Resulting
 

sums may be substantial, and problems frequently arise in connection with
 

misappropriation either by those managing the funds at source, or by those
 

handling it at the receiving end. This is particularly likely if traders get
 

involved; they tend to "borrow" the money provisionally to fund their own busi­

ness.(5
 

The primary purpose of migrants in France is to look for jobs, and the
 

collective hospitality arrangements made for them are designed primarily to
 

speed them on this by no means easy quest. Untrained, often finding it diffi­

cult to be articulate in French, the migrant must wait a long time for work
 

papers, and then he has to wait some more to get a job. The data below were
 

collected before unemployment became rampant in France, hitting immigrant
 

workers first of all. Debresson's study on African workers 'in Western Paris
 

brings out a few of the Drincipal features of the work scene
 

(51) See Samuel, p. 200, for a description of several such cases.
 

* ./ . 
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- Generally the work invclverd is unskilled and extremely unstable, with
 

a particularly high turnover rate. Thus, at the Renault factory, turnover
 

rates among African workers in 1909 were as follows 

January 1969 first two weeks : 10 % 

second two weeks : 5 , 

February 1969 !0 % 

April - May 1909 12 % 

June 199 
 5% 

July 19b9 7 %
 

September 1969 5 %
 

85 % of the African workers stayed less than three years at the fac­

tory. ?Qst of the time, those involved were specialized workers or laborers 

who gained no qualifications in the course of their stay. 

- Employment is often concentrated in a few circuits maintained by al­

ready employed migrants who recommended recruits. One such principal circuit 

exists at the Renault enterprise, which employs over 1,000 Africans at its 

Boulogne-Billancourt factory; but there are others in the auto-industry in 

general, in laundrees, urban cleaning services, etc ...
 

-Nevertheless, there is a relative prolongation of total time spent
 

on the job per trip. This is linked with the fact that it is getting increasingly 

difficult to set aside savings. Uage levels play a fundamental role in deter­

mining the length of time migrants stay in France, because only after amassing 

a substantial nest-egg, of which . good part gets sent home, does the worker 

• .1 . 
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decide to return home. On the average, the workers interviewed said they had
 

spent three to four years in wrance3 they also added that each stay was 
ten­

ding to get longer. ( 5 2 )
 

Eventually, the migrant return( home. The problem of migrant returns
 

has grown more acute. because of th,: increasingly severe crisis besetting
 

African migration at the end of thn 197 0's. This crisis is first of all
 

the result of miserable living conditions in France, and of the unchecked
 

exploitation of migrants,not only at work, where their wages ara 
the lowest,
 

but also in their day to day lives in the notorious tenements and communal
 

dormitories. The situation has brought about a certain awakening which became
 

evident during the communal dormiitory rent strikes as well 2s in the very 

sharp reaction to certain pa:ticularly trag.ic cases such as the Aubervilliers 

deaths. At the same time, unemployment was ri.sin-, in France, instigating
 

a series of administrative measures such as 
the Fontanet, Dijoud and Stoleru
 

bills, etc... These official moves make the migrants' recention in France more
 

difficult, making integration and employment increasingly problematic. Instances
 

of people being refused entry at immigration posts are increasingly frequent.
 

Because numerous migrants are in France illegally and clandestinely, their
 

living conditions 
are all the worse, and they get exploited much more merci­

lessly.
 

Admittedly, at the level of the village, migration continues to generate
 

relatively larRe incomes, and it remains the aspiration of practically all
 

the youth. But beyond the rigid straitjacket they find at the reception
 

centers, the migrants are also experiencing profound behavioural changes. A
 

(52) Debresson, p. 203 
 .. /. 
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large proportion of earnings goes toward individual advancement. We have cited
 

the few success stories among former migrants. They are not legion, and the
 

fact that the migrants' future is rather unpromising leads to a measure 

aw,4kening to the oppressivenes of social cleavages and hier-archies both in 

France and in the home environment. This is becomin, evident in the first place 

in a certain amount of distrust of the traditional orientarions of migration.
 

In Sanaue, out of 300)migrants, 229 contributed toward the mosque fund.
 

But a number of others refused, for what were termed "individualistic reasons".
 

Samuel (1?75) has made a snecial study of these modes of protest incubating
 

within the African migrant populations.
 

It is to be feared, 
 however, that any kind of evolution in the
 

migrant picture will for the time being be frustrated by the increasingly
 

draconian restrictions the Prench government has been placing on all migration. 

If these restrictive policies get entrenched, 
we shall have plenty of reasons
 

to worry about the future of Soninke society, which is currently organized on the
 

basis of the exportation of itslabor power, especially since the society
 

has no immediate alternative to labor migrations as a source of cash in­

come.
 

.1./
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6. Conclusion
 

We will summarize the various points covered in this study
 

The mobility and movements of the various sectors of the population
 

of Mauritania have taken on a new scope during the last few decades. Neverthe­

less; this mobility represents in all cases a lang-established facet of
 

their economic and social organization and there have always been significant
 

population movements in the country.
 

Mobility is a fundamental characteristic of herding societies -

Moors and Peulhs (nomadism and transhumance). Among the Moors, this mobility 

ams controlled in relation to a given territory within a framework of poli­

tical organization (the emirate). The decline of this political control during
 

the colonial period led to a renewal of the traditional movement of herds­

men towards the south.
 

The agriculture practiced in the southern part of the country was an
 

extensive form of agriculture leading to frequent population movements 

which were accentuated during the colonial period by the zlearing of new land.
 

The River Valley is nevertheless a zone of increasing intensity of production
 

(double harvests) and population density. The relatively dense concentrations
 

of population which formed there led to major migrations (the last was at
 

the end of the 19th century under El Haj Umar).
 

In the past, a diaspora across West Africa characterized the Moorish 

population and contributed to spreading the present model of brotherhood-based
 

Islam.
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During the colonial period this diaspora was increased because of the
 

Moors' commercial function which was favoured by their role as carriers
 

(peanut:trade) and cattle herders. Trade was organized within the frame­

work of liberal hierarchical networks that provided financing and credit for
 

conmiercial enterprises. 

The creation of an economic development -eter in Senegal (export 

crops and established urban growth) during the colonial era quickly led to 

the migration of Mauritanian workers to the peanut-growing areas (navetanes) 

and later towards the cities. The first areas affected were the River Valley, 

Southern Trarza and Guidimakha. The immediate cause of these migrations was the 

growing need for money to pay taxes and to buy imported goods as well as 

the stagnation of marketable production. 

The independence of Mauritania tended to re-orient migratory move­

ments within the country (communication network, creation of a national mar­

ket) which were accentuated by the growth of the national market (creation
 

of mining towns in the north of the country). 

Beginning in the 1960's, these migrations increased tremendously as
 

a result of new structural and chance factors.
 

The growing rural exodus is not only a consequence of unsatisfied needs 

for money but is related on a -morebasic level to new economic and social 

structures set up by colo6nialism which we have called "double dependency". 

Its result is a devaluation of rural work and of its products. It favors 

low-cost production for export (indirectly by the provision of labor in 14au­



-- 238 -­

ritania and food products - animals -- at low prices). It requires the exis­

tence of a local merchant class able to put pressure on prices because its only
 

profit is derived from marketing goods. This situation facilitates the
 

liberation" of the labor force from previous social relationships. The
 

revocation of tribute payment and the decline of slavery, the development
 

of share-cropping and wage labor 
are signs of the evolution of forms of 

dependent labor. The organization-of domestic work evolves differently,
 

according to the particular 
sector of the population and local circumstances.
 

The development of commercial production and relationships among Moorish
 

herders sapped the economic functions of these domestic relationships, faci­

litating the massive expropriation of herders in times of crisis 
(drought).
 

In Black African societies, collective family-based systems of organizing
 

production persisted, but were undermined by growing contradictions (elders/
 

youth, men/women) which tended to 
favor migration.
 

The creation of a modern salaried sector at the beginning of the
 

1960's (mining companies 
 and civil service) is the first circuistantial 

factor of increased migration. It leads to a first wave of migration to 

Mauritanian cities. In the mining cities the gradual work of a working class
 

facilitates a remarkable stabilization of the urban population.
 

The drought of the end of the 1960's and the ensuing food crisis are
 

the second factor favouring increased migration, particularly to cities
 

(Nouakchott quadrupled its population in a few yearT). All parts of Mauritania 

would fcra then on be affected by the phenomenon of migration. 

The political choices mvide just after independence and particularly 
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the choice of planning had a significant impact on encouraging migration,
 

particularly the 'laissez-faire' policy in the rural sector that was adopted
 

by the lst Plan.
 

'Changing the focus of the analysis, -the conditions within the origi­

nal milieu which gave rise to migration were studied. In every case, it is a
 

cumulative process, the development of migration and the changes it induces in
 

economic and r cial organization feed and increase the process of migration.
 

In Moorish society, men, youth and particularly the Hassan or the
 

former Haratin dependents are affected b -migration. There is a high degree of
 

mobility in the communities to whi2h the m6n migrate. •This phenomenon rapidly
 

leads to the migration of families and to veritable population transfers. The
 

cultural tradition of mobility and the adaptive flexibility of social structure
 

and the range of economic alter-latives (work, commerce, religion) facilitate 

this population transfer.f The drought reinforced this urbau tendency
 

of the Moors. However, parental, :tribal and fractional solidarities are per­

petuated in urban areas. They are less effective for Haratin groups who often
 

experience a more radical break with their original milieu.
 

Among the Toucouleurs, seasonal or temporary migrations of men, which
 

were the major kind until the end of the 1950's, have been increasingly 

paralleled by the migration of families to the cities, thus leading to an 

actual population 'transfer of people from the River Valley. Continuity between 

the'origihal milieu and the urban areas is maintained by extremely strong 

ethnic solidarity reproduced through collective structures oI integration in 

urban areas. The Toucouleur socio-economic system has been strengthened as 
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a result even though the lack of local manpower - accentuated by the drought ­

can contribute to its change.
 

Among the Soninke, however, it is aInost always the young men who
 

migrate. This ends the authority of the Ka elders over their dependents And
 

the lack of manpower leads to a stagnation or decline of production. However,
 

the collective control of the extended family and its head is otherwise main­

tained and even reinforced by r.igration in that men leave their families be­

hind or return to found a family. The tensions that arise fro,, the use of
 

remittances from migrants clearly reflect the growing contradiction between
 

the individualization of the labor force and the collective and hierarchical
 

nature of local production.
 

Higratioi is in and of itself a phenomenon and the migrants represent
 

a specific social group.
 

We have first tried to assess the degree of the break between these
 

migrants and their original milieu. This break becomes more complete as
 

seasonal and temporary migrations lead to the moving of families, Even in
 

the latter case, ties do remain when. as 
in the case of the Moors, the entry
 

into urban areas is extensive - there are periodic returns; marriages and
 

eventually the settling of the family in the "bush". Temporary and
 

seasonal migration imply an eventual return of the migrant 
to his original home,
 

even when distances are great, as in the case of theSoninke. The remittances
 

sent home by the migrants are tlen partly used to re-integrate than in their
 

original home areas. The (relatively) large influx of money into Soninke
 

villages insures the reproduction of their society on a moneaary basis by
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accentuating the contradictions that led to migration ("collective village 

budget", mosques, increased mutual assistance, etc.). 

'It seemed necessary to distinguihinigration from the phenomenon
 

of massive sedentarization that affected moorish herders after the drought.
 

Sedentarization is still linked to the developm;ent of agriculture although
 

certain forms of herding (movements over a restricted area, paid labor) also 

favour established residence. In some cases, in which it is linked exclusively
 

to the loss of herds, it can be difficult to distinguish sedentarization from
 

migration and urbanisation.
 

The last decade was marked by a migration to secondary urban centers
 

whose population growth hat created-,major problems (housing, water, food).
 

As a result, part of the population remains floating, depending on the season 

and the year and it is difficult to-assess the direction in which this pne­

nomenon'is ultimately evolving a return to the "bush"? a move to the 

cities?-

The devidlopment of the conraunication networks and particularly the 

building of the Nouakchott-.Nema road axis has had contradictory effects on 

migration. It favours moves to Nouakchott in the imediate future but there 

could well be administrative, cultural and economic reactions which might favour 

the settling .of peoples alongthis axis. 

It can finally,be askl, what is the nature of 1,Nouakchott's attrac­

tion, Beyond economic factors (employment), administrative services (education 

and health facilities), ,factors to topolitic.l seem contribute orienting 

"/,
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migration to the capital. The client networks that are inherent in the
 

Mauritanian socio-political system function best in Nouakchott.
 

Almost every case of migration today ends in a city. The questionning
 

of migrants in urban areas brings to light transitional social structures.
 

A certain number of general problems is highlighted by this massive ur­

banisation. Some are objective and are due to the deficiencies the urban infra­

structure (housing, water, food, employment). Others are due to the brutal
 

circumstances of nigration. In tll cases the social and ethnic milieu produces 

responses to the difficulties of integration in the urban milieu,
 

Among the Moors, these responses emphasize the importance of the 

family group and of parental and tribal solidarity. These structures change 

profoundly,, however. On the one hang, there is a certain individualization of
 

social relations (relations between the sexes and the generations, growing numbers 

of divorces and separations, etc ... ). On the other hand, these structures 

perpetuate important functions in the modern political and econcomiic sector. 

Simil:.,rly,.old dependency relationships evolve but serve at the 
same time 

-s a support for the establishment. of new hierarchies. 

In the Black African populations and particularly among the Toucouleurs, 

integration in urban areas has brought about the emergence of new collective 

structures (sr1u, mutual help, etc). which become the basis for ethnic reorgani­

sation. When families migrate this highly structured ethnic organization con­

tinues to serve as a support for urbanisation. 

o .1/. 
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The last point covered concerns international migrations which, 

within the past two decardes, have extended the former regionLl migration 

patterns which went beyond the colonial boundaries. 

The diaspora movenient of Moorish society has been accentuated and
 

enlarged to cover all of Africa, Islam and especially commerce remain the two
 

basic functions of this migration.
 

The major Toucouleur migrations to Senegal are still going on and 

partly affect the Mauritanian Toucouleurs. The ethnic solidarity previously 

evoked have allowed the-Toucouleurs, who have a remarkablE tendency to live 

in groups, to create a specific area for themselves in greater Dakar. 

The Soninke migrations to Europe are the most original. They are
 

characterized by a very strong collective orgJanisation which Is allowed
 

these imtmigrant workers to adapt to very difficult living and working 

conditions in France. The restrictions imposed by French immigration policy 

make this migration increasingly uncertain. 

We have not tried to make quantitative estimates of this international
 

migration because even the best--kept data (migration to France) present so
 

many variations that they make all estimates impossible.
 

•1/
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