
Vi. o 

ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF MAURITAN] 
Honor - Fraternity - Justice 

Ministry of Economy and Finance 

Directorate of Studies and 
Programming 

RAMS PROJECT 
Raral Assessment and Manpower Surveys 

Sociological Profiles"
 

Black African Mauritania
 

AS-7-1
 

Financed by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) 

With the cooperation of: 

Checchi and Company, Washington, D.C. 20036 
Louis Berger International, Inc., East Orange, New Jersey 07019 
Action Programs International, Santa Monica, California 90406 



TURAL ASSESSITJT ANLD
 

SOCICLOCICALPROcFILE:S
 

BLACK !FRICAN lFAM~IV.IIA
 

Seciological Unit 



C 0 	N T E N T S
 

INTRODUCTION .......................................... 
 I
 
I. 
 HISTORICAL BACKGROU D ........................... 
 6 

A. 	 Up to the& IXth Century ..................... 
 6 

B oColoni zation .................. .............
 

C. 	 The Economic Impact of Colonization and
 
the Coming of Independence .................. II
 

II. 	 THE TOTJCOULEURS o
...... ..................... ... .... 16
 

A. 	 Similarities and Difference Between the
 
Toucouleurs and Other Ethnic Groups 
......... 15
 

B. 	 Social Organization ................. 
 18
 

i. 	 Kinship: The Family and Political
 
Organization ................. IQ
 

ii. 	 Occupations: Orders and Castes 
........ 21
 

III. 	THE PEULHS ..................................... o...... 
 26
 

A. Pastoral Life ............. ... 0.... . 0.......... 26
 

i. 	 Origins of the Peulhs 
.................. 
 26
 

ii. 	 Transhumance and 
Livestock ............. 27
 

iii. Livestock 	Raising and Agriculture ...... 31
 

B. The Social Organization of the Peulhs ....... 33
 

i. 	 Concept of Spaces: Lived in and
 

33Exchanged .............
. .	 . ...... . 

ii. 	 Social Structures ................ 
 . 34 

C. 	 The Drought and the Peulhs 
.......... ...... 
 38
 

IV. 	 THE CONINKES ......................................
.. 	 43
 

A. The Guidimakha and Ethnic Diversity ......... 43
 

B. Social Organization ......................... 46
 

i. The Village ............................ 
 46
 

ii. Economic Activities .................. 
 51 



ii
 

Page 

C. Migration Among the Soninkes .............. 	 56
 

V. 	 THE WOLOFS AND THE BAMBARAS ....................... 59
 

A. 	 Brief Background and Economic Activities .. 
 60
 

B. 	 Brief Description: Political and Social
 
Organization ....... ........................... 62
 

VI. CONCLUSION ....... ... .... i.......... 	 64
 

Bibliography . ........... .............. 	 65
 



AUTHOR'S NOTE
 

As prescribed in the terms of reference of the RAMS
 

Project, this phase of reports is composed of the sociolo

gical profile7
 

The sociological unit had initially decided that the
 

sociological profiles presented in this report would focus
 

on the way of life on the one hand, of the herders (Moors
 

and Peulhs), and, on the other hand, of the cultivators
 

(Toucouleurs, Soninkes, Wolofs). It had seemed more im-

portant to highlight the socio-economic similiarities and
 

differences between the groups having similar occupations,
 

than to describe them. Our initial idea could not be carried
 

out due to the kinds of sources available, the limited
 

soci.logical field experience of the team and, especially,
 

due to lack of time.
 

The presentation of the sociological reports will
 

be as follows; a detailed analytic synthesis will precede.
 

all the studies undertaken by the sociological unit of RAMS!
 

the Sociological Profiles and Studies in Social Change
 

which will include: The Future of Pastoralism, the Social
 

Organization of Agricultural Production, including a
 

study on land tenure, Migration and Population Movemant in
 

Mauritania and Modes of Accumulation and Sozial Evolution.
 



'T i. i.jt.LiCy o. te population located on the ripht as 
well as the left baidJ of the S'Crtelal river is bnically
 
"oucouleur. (1) In recent centuries howeve.., other pcpulation
 
f'roups of varyir, s~iz-s (t!-e Pe,'.lhs, '.ol of;. L"cTni0k.es ar.e
 
Jabaras) Lave core tc: settle in 
 tHis are, aT,, it is certain
 
that they, like the Toucouleurs. u'.."11 be rf ectpd Ly the
 
construction oi the rultiple irrigation 'zcjects r..esi[ec by 
th.e 0-(1.3
AN!.1. 	and the (UV.. In fact,. 
one of the first rice-, 
j.rovinE projects ir.-;I rerted in !:auritania as early as IV,years 
ago, 	las hzd a sil:nificant iri-poct on a series o! Volof villaes
 
locatec: 
 on the 'lairn of ' '-7ourie. (G,) It is tlerefor- rsther
 
surprising to tiat evistint
note the ethnc scciolc(-ical
 
literature on V"auritania hardly ral'es irentior 
 of these popula-, 
ti.ons, which tbouj.h a ninority. axe nevertleless irportant 
lecause of their ever 
increasinc 
role ir. the socioeconomic
 

evolution of the country.
 

It st.ould 
be pointed out that studies focusinp. on black: 
ifrican "turitarip are scarce ard very often outdated.
 
T'arvouet, (a) tl.oj': a georirapher, is one of fewthe rcsearc.ers
 

to heve co.ipile(. 7 .Osic study of the ?.,lhs of present day 
2auritania. >ie is correct in his ctservatior that. t'auritani 
continues to be ccnsieere i a country of t1.cas 	 Voors .to
 

(I) 	 It: should be noted thet the Ioucoule.tnr., ]eulhs who are
cultivators, are a part of a larper ctAric. iroup, the
Halpoularen, of: which l'euI :s ,.o'culab- tl'e
 

branch of trar sl'.vant ier sren.
 
t Fe 	 fort: 

(2) 	 Y:he Plain of lourie is included in the discussion on 
SL'OrganJizatiocr Fociale de lA Production Agricole"in-he rejort 
les CLanerments L.ociaux 
en 'auritanie,
 

( ) I, ervouet , p,.'iL?. 

http:L"cTni0k.es
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appreciate the lacl of attertior uhic), t is bec. accordec 

the non-lloor etik.ic Lrcuvs it s f i ie; .c sirply observe
 

the difference etvern the LA!liccral'.y va.i ,le or thre 

sociclogical pro~i-5les of the o a:v.r-ti,?.t v,bicli is a'4 i latle
 

on t.e 1.avritaniae.,s of the south. 

lurtheru.ore, one of tte rare erperts or. the '.auri ta.nian 

society who has .tteri,ted to rectify this iIa.a.uce ir the 

stazd- of ore ethn*ic ercu, at thie experse of rotl-or wrs iu vbl-i

to overcome. if oue ray venture to say so- -is prscfessicnal 

bias in the overall eval'-ation of the sCcieLy. -rncis c.e 

(hassey has written scveral ],co,.s ind articles (.:.) in vhich 

he presents the opr:esition betveeT tlw r.otL ,: tte scuth: 

Lut always in ter..c of .oors versus .euco,.l.ur . It. is tl-erc

fore not pcssiblc to present a ectailed ar.-n1ysis cf Llrct. 
i.auritaniar: socirty Liver that this re.or'. h,.s 1'i. to l.":it 

itself to availaile clecuifentation. 

This narrox: viei- of 1 auriteria is cause :b5 the peo

political structue of the country. .e Chacscy wrote 1r 

15g" 

Parmi tous jays s..ir rrcontrer. au !etct!cJ,s se ce 
qu'il est corv.tt- C'7ppeler l.ffric-ue 1,1JPrcO-e et 
1 .-'frique iio... ees c~tes ati.rnt .,ues la corne 
orient,le, 10 :Ocritanie est le se '1 o,' la !,.ajcrite 
Oe Ic 1:opul'to.,T. seit constitvt!e cc. p.tcuas reoaoes,. 
arabes ee socuc!.e ou e culture le seu. -USSi o0 

cette ,.ajorit: tH,riiqve. j.rofcrn rit r'ttac.'e nu 
'.!Vareb et ;-'u e sraie s est trouv- er r
;ci-cu e teL, js 
&troitemnt: I.--e .' Ji-.fri aue de 1 l.uzst et aux e't1:r.i.es 
nctrjc-africai.es voisin.es p.;,r cctte coiorisation vene 

'
('u Fud et ... er' ur, sens pia sa o' ,C isS tt :ire 

(/4) See the bil:lio.raphy f or a fe. of 5s pu. iicat ions. 

http:voisin.es
http:nctrjc-africai.es
http:e't1:r.i.es
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precoloniale. 5)
 

The founi.ticnc of the co r.'lec it ie , t: e to auriteia 

and which have rer)e.ated ciuas'-.insirrcu-tLl-ae pscholo rical 

and social difficulties in todays ,or . a'.e rooted in this 

link. It is no lcnf..er ,uite valie tc state tiat it, P 7L 

ron.adic herds.er, c--.cse tbe rajorit.y of tl-o rctulationo 

houeb it is quite' evident that tley rerpairm prefourely rab. 

Berber ir culture, reir lifestyle hns Leer 'c drastically 

chanted., especiall L after thn (rouflbt . stil) rea' 4 ily apFarent 

that according to te last censtv o I ;77. t!"rce quarters of 

the;. have 1:egun to tr irlk of therselves as ,eCentary ( ) 

This draws ovr i~ued.Dte attention to th-e chan-es that 

h-ave talen place in te centacts are, interactions t-etween the. 

various ethnic crous an,' the 6ifferent ways 0.! life. Fo 

ever, if ';auritania has beern clearly vi ,.erTe 1.y others as .,cir.
 

rvere closely attached to the '.ral- world. or t'ore p:recisely, to 

the F'aphyeb, ratHl.r ti'.-n to Elac- Africa; ;oLe porti] at ions thet'' 

selves are rot as tiec to both these worl.P as the .eo 

political context ':c.u,o lave it apfe;r 

rt.e to the [.s i.o~fical: socirl, pc.i'ical ar.nd econo:'ic 

Lulf which has heri. ar:c continues to le even rore profoune., it 

is practically ivrossible to find st,:dier w;Lich establish a 

(5) 	 Of all the countries fro the itlantic cost to the eastern 
14orn whern t1'"e so.caIled P p-', /'fricar a :1-.*itc tfric 
.eet, iur~tarais t 'e only one in. whicl. th e majority 
of t[e popv.laticr, is cor'pose,.- of n 4.' . hers e.r., rabs 
in origin and ctture .it .s also t.c orly or. in whIich 
this 	 ethnic i crit (Ieer.ly attc.e- to th'e .'ai.lret 
avd the Ara.. 'o-.I sirultatecisly fij:..s itself clorely 
linked to 've t )*ri.c,? rid its :laci! ri. 'crs bccatuse it 
was coloni.,Par, rz'or, the -auth an! a 1so ;n i ,ay.. Ee.. 
cause of its .or precoloria]l isto. 

( 	 ')'ee .o;-- r ort on !'epoolrerhic. r2jectior:s. 

http:herds.er
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It was only at the end of 
the XI1Lth century, in 189]
 
to be precise, that the 
Senegal River area became annexed and
 
.the tradit:iUnal authorities were 
'verpowered. 
The final demarca-.
 
tion of 'fauritania's borders and the French genetration up 
to
 
the desert becoame the exclusive objective of 
the one whom
 

-the 4oors had nicknamed1 "the Charmer".
 

Between 1900 
and 1905, 
Coppolani was to "lauritania what
 
Lawrence of Arabia was 
to the Arabs: through 'Dersuasion and
 
reduction," 
and his intimate know]edge of the culture, the
 
peoples and their religion, he was able to 
hide beneath his
 
adopted desert attire all 
the fierceness and determination of
 
a colonizing Churchill: 
 ""divide and rule." 
 Nzvi-rtheless,
 
He was able 
to admirably demonstrate his 
force, especially
 
with the 
chiefs of warrior tribes 
... in order not have to
to use
 
it. He 
aggravated existing differences so 
as to dominate both
 
sides and signed solemn treaties with one 
groun while making
 
discreet overtures to 
their enemies.(12) 
 In 1)05, Conpolani
 
was 
killed while on a mission to penetrate farther north in
 
the "peaceful' conquest of 
the Tagant and Adrar regions. it
 
was from this 
date unwards that 
the French adopted a more
 
military approach and became 
even more determined to establish
 
French domination on 
 of 
 at 

dence, would become an important source of supply for the
 
French steel 


"these acres sand" which, indepen

industry - the iron ore of Idjill-Zouerate.(13)
 

Nevertheless, it twenty years, up
takes 
 to 1920, before 
France can claim Mauritania as a colony, ,Tith Saint-Loui.s as
 
its capital, and not until 1933 that she 
can declare the
 
"pacification" of 'lauritania complete. 
 The division of these
 
,sandy acres," which as of t'e turn the
of country became 
transformed into 
a di'lomatic quarrel Justifying 
an annexation
 

(12) Ibid, p. 4 1 . 

(13) Ibid, p.42.
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r,4ani acZ fr~ cv. n 1: utit , ,,and Del-Cha'ej quoe 

aide i.o 


Irance I -~ r oho Uccorry a, JU t aposto dtUr
 
Lo uv e au,-sySte Y1 a veU. x s 3,s teiL q)uII to cc~ Z; tCuvt es leCS""
 

~Utivtsp C, cvuture . ~ais 'ne, 

ozrnVf I no~i~ f-, a1,1a t t--h hurd.en, th at.: 

(1e.a~ ar t is antF s y
 
in ~grpa~ e t r, nsorm.'e rd t-eps crsriee
 

PLS ue- prot~ui. iF s 3 sc 

la-risse unD!F d" 11I. jtest pa&tipe 'rent ru; 

j,au r .t'ana t 1ius' r ove c.c le ost t o Fr ncc',ar,6c o 1ocnia1 

Lairi t z L f3pa ~s- o3'33 

-asof 11"2 , Ic. t '' i' po r t of -oo'.s' b e -in to at'ain a-ccnrtain.' 

1yeLth' 11 torri onra ti 1ton- a rye'ba irlpct r oJ Lnu 

pD.c2.fI c a. t3~~i'o n o e r .j
3 

t r -C - ) .nc ,

3 3 
-. j

3 
3'ccj 3''';4 ' '3 i t' F t r, r.4 

j- 'c ' la l 'a C.' I-,33 , o 

e e la e o obeT -po .9 r' F- s ic 

enu*'w boni teI4~ i Iti juxaos o of a v'e, 

ts
'in- YTli' Cot~~ rt. e'~'1;'' h'Qrr m7'o r .

c r1: 1 , a' S ;: f o s ~l ~50 . the 
me.3" r 1, i' 

n3-.4I,3 -'. '''s I~44'3> '
 
-~o '3r433'""i'4"'~ '"~'"'.-ir -'v -" f : is pa'''""''sr'
 

( 4~Ib'i&,,p 56~I~eh'oixecv~.tix 
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retails Of th,:- i pact rrac, on~ t',Ie vpr, our ethiic :roups 

ir t!1F BOvtt: will irOt l e rd.icutser. Ihre as the-.y h,-ve ! cer, al1 

rca6y tlcrouthly p-reoevtee else.-vhre (15re: as r eIrF!V 1.. 

to tlhe. F~oorish v'oci,<ty. as t)-ey i:re to :,I] o~ther ethnic 

~ro uf S. 

Four inp:.ortant points reec' to tie .'ui..!yived for tlrey are. 
prrticularly perti:er't to all trarlitional clsses for they have 

L:acl, an irpract on t vcrulamet extorwl soci.pl reiati oshipis 

of~ each of tile :~-' 

I. 'Ilse Politic;rl syster- of t'.e l ovcoul-urL! v~as si".nif icntly 

turroCateeo at t;.- ci.- of. t' E :D. t cc.tury avi.i f:he tr-stLitior-n.L 

As! e-nlies' of: rot-i).es" (ric tables electc ". accoroinp. to e.ntnblisle"

custor's) ,sav o~ tlac riost 'n rt tI-.eir 1I. inE ccnfiscater'. 

~.l ~ rat io r, e le ca! (.- s ) i es ,re' that- t11 w i.: . h co I ovi.iz er 

~p9 i re d t h e cl Io-. -. : ,t3i ne r ,r r "i r! I'f n .IPro is poemis cierotnclL.. 

thbce ea c'y swir . o!: r. r e i. r:v 1iu Ps irt P_ c at ix t.te s rcie t y ( 
s t i iI. ci of it r t rdt iorai ri.r v'-n isti C .p i t a1., t 1!P lan 

all social syster sb: ir to 3."efenernte

1)e slave #,:r,- C. I*aP oS f i c i al113 01 t'(o1 3 

t orestic slaver,) aruor. all etl nic -romy,,;couCItiT;uerO to he 

acceptleT 1-y t crlc-nizer vho f cit th ,t it (c,'e rct irn -ny -vay 

threeatenl his sutrV:.V,--l. 'Crethelers, t;-ir r~zlciibi tic. led to 
an iris .c' lous w~e -i e~n. of t~ve vraster-,sI,-ve iye 14t i oUr.p vhich, 

i.n iurn , nur turc!.* (zI.e i de a o', i. :!rat 4on. 

(15) " ee tllc scic .c ic a 1 irclfile or, *:"'3oors' by 

() e e hOfv4:.yit. 'p5 

http:rot-i).es
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ad the search ~o riore Sst t7.1t 

/. Co oni ~ lrea~~ta es c a'nee' T07 .i.imonetariza ti
 
oet pr ''ionurfc T
~epce too 
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 Qlojob nt11oao rlIY
 

Wihi 'ther' 
re 10os 0but .n.otl'ls 
 inIL~s~~l~~f il 

)erneF'a'I France, 
 -.erg
te 0 ~tcC"'. ~44 -44~~ 

I ts Pconcr-yc cJl~auit~ania 
 1)cute t I"aS id.~ an-~ fonc~o'tiuconon& 
cconuacwh ~c oip11coc e n t~ uitr a . I ~ ' sr e' t5 

ef t t..-o' c" ]4ttc'h~i ct-poli;.- pv-rs..-r%.r~~~icreas et(ic 
 on~ tIK Ot-sic.e-- -44 

elC~>.4 C 0.t~ s Ite le e f jr-6u ~ cjt4t 
a-4-aat 
 ou o-.4 1,00'1 -to-

e -- 4-4 4a0~4.~ -4''4 
- - profit,-~ 4 4-~~~ ~~ c .4-  ri a d t:44) n V%4' 4a4 to,the. -4 44L, 

1, r 4 w~i h' 1" 
t-4u :- t44a 0 T44; 444l 441-4n . 

ueti nei, t4-- - - 4 
.. 4Y4-~. 441444 44 .- is4-
 adc the- 7 QS1.1 04 4-44' 

iccurilul tei~i ot o- .hej. u are .;, om tb 
Z4 4.) .4 4 4 4 i-l- '. 44- - 

th~ A- - t e ~ o I- 3 t 8b e - ~ o 444 



1 on.Beore t~e erioe of coio 1. at ~erc T,a iie 
reatei.~~~~~~~~r y sefsffc o ed~~hc1 nafld~t i 


tI~ e arouto "s U ~ e then le Jt pe s~ev~
ty' 

ti'er p~o nosrif' ch es in) th~0 t~l andasieti1
 

co 71-1 t cr o f. u1ea L' ~e a a , ur yIuo e re ~r~ a r e .. .. 

procuc~steive iT, h 1~~~o~ us~te~ce.c oat 


ec oio ry t o tbj)e t-e2.r e dca ' i' out. aeS ]e e, t0 sOd.alY 

fs - 0 "'S F intrc~ucc, ~y r ? oIon3 ,ersi c u14I 

1 
th 's p re s c ofsF ve 

e~ir'in n of~ 01fote~ - fot T; i ie , rUi tfu1 con--&,.z~ F 

t ,between tie if e re v t rouf.s a m 3:e tTOu: u)--.t 

n chaenvie% , ,, erdavat l'q Produi ts CO. $; 
n.et~a~ e> 1FfF-I,. 

e ir.1 1) Ps 1 vo0.1 S -11 t E t. crn S e f r 6q ent ani P ata. q u e r:! e t 
Particu a irl-l4 sI o i_-a p'F<F aFFI*IFIFF 6 FFFn>l 'F'FV 

FIF\- -FF cIe Fr enen t-aiucc e conso[1er l e-F~F 
1.'"'-'' 8A'FeI aI -F'V 'FF.i'~ ,CC-h1 F'Ii 

~~~~~~~~~~elIC OU -tIUIF 1I-F~lFll 

-~e1Fta1-'II'~FLI.F~'l'i ,C-1 F'FI1'F-F e~-F .I~F- I F -' ~ ~ ~~~~~~~~~-

-, tF3 - s e.Fc '' e, i 1 e' r 'l n (IF n -Z 'Fj F FA-'i, p . t o - 1, ' aFF 1. F r' I.-IF r P 

Lrou a e en:-"i lc f ab e F"8t 11i(I~ on 'f~F '~1 leF t o 

e-FFF 4 F~ rF-~ -FIFIF 4 C.~ t' t.1'FI to- l'-F F' ICiJFFFr 

4"tv , onT , s w2iicl ccFI4e ' Fhav Fve -.4F~ e -Fl .s t-lFi IiF~1l,~F
4 

'F eFa~F F- -Fl '-- *IF * i 
1 

. . ' 1 n ' 
FE,FICt*?"S111Fc IFur e s 0~'d 

~~~~~~~ -J~iLI b xc,~v~ e. 

te p Se-ee t1 edy;II",1i7 ri ar1 e sF~ socir-.c'FiiL, 1 c'FIt 4 ;-,' - FFt 
ov lo k t r c a S r~IC' FIAc l'F 'FS 



}. The u~'rootJi.t,* c.I.;'rt: of. : l rr,:jl.,tic., a tbv. tir,

controlledJ exodu, t:x 
iros tbr ei c I-ci.,% T,1%iA 4,.v trarT,sforr.d 
I ar#,e sec en ts o" i". (:1 ,v ller, "i Iroin.)o TM 1a etar2.ut. 

Fo. t.:is ro .. t,rroc eo frcc,"tiit: t:e: ores, a Pet.. life 
style is if'-opaged., cre-'.ti!r sod~il prol1le;.5 .rT -d.Cb sclutone 
arc not already .fount .-tlir. the cort,:et of tt.ese profourd y 
traditional and Zevutiveco sociP r.r,. 

" A rev urbariz2e social strnta is ,< I'oloriis e,;Tt cot.,po 

of civil. servant., o.t. tracerc who obliged toare surport nume-
rous persons to whom they are more or less related. and who
 
often use and.,abuse 
the expected customary hospitality. (20)
 

1. Ti':o flir'ht of ,u-r.sr: r.-solrccs fro; tic. rtrol. areas 
tir-inisbes the a.ol:rtt of 1cr.8 .cir: cclt.vatr(" arCI re.rucC 
tle ratior.s cLa.ce: -f achi.-vrc foot, f-st f jcciecy. .1 
tL'ou, 1. tlhere are r.orojeets ior tle cov structior, of ltr" .y,ro" 

Io i cidar.s in ti. ri v'r I ,aE.ol .z r,,' tI.rC. 11 i.r vit ab1 y 
3e,,6 to further c,.r'ccrtate rot oi.ly social ! ut also eco,:or ic, 

sF. trte o i .!. 1 of: eCi.fu(tE soC..U'0.o CAlal c;1 ar th"ro-. 
rolo ica I Cot a oi: I:- el, - :r.i l so 2.. .ics of .e.r t n a 

it r,evert,:less ;:. 'ir. rccess.,r, to r... 're es.'.encc c.' t!e r. 
trac'itional cultur. in orc&er t- rvo!.'tc tLe eyterit o. tlhc 
social. trarsfc,z- ic ,v', tie *.o 
stall j-reater socia i:(.leavalc. V!ile p"esciti r.i the {choral 

http:etar2.ut
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outlines of the colonial structure of ,Ach of these ethnic 

groups the Toucouleurs Peulhs, Soninkes. ond theo 

(the Bambaras excluded) - an attempt will be made to plan 

the an.alyses within the context of the socio Polit'cal and 

economic changes mentioned above. These chanres have had 

an irreversible effect on all aspect of the traditional way 

of life. 

II. 	 THE TOUCOULEURS (21)
 

A. 	 The Simi larities an. Differences l'etweev the Toucouleurs
 
and the Other 7th:J.:s
 

A shared language r,:'d a shared territory unite both banks 

oi the Senegal Piver creatimn a sense of a comi:,on identity 

for the Toucoulaurs. the main group in the area (22), 

Originating fro, 4..srr .rd heterng.-.,neouc tril.es, they 

have, over the ceituries, frFed an activr .7.oidarity. 

adapting to and adondiig ocio-politi.cal structures which 

have eventual.ly becoe-fe thei.r own. Like most Sahel.ian 

societies., theirs 5.s as rigidly stratified an.] hierarchical
 

and despite the various changes which have occurred. they 

have managed to mai .tair, a deep-rooted attachment to their 

land, the Foutd Toro. (23) 

(21) The origin of the ord Toucouleur comes from the iolof
 
word To.cro., which i.n rurp is derived from the Arabic 
Tel-rur, m.aning: fronm the region of Tekrour, a XVth 
century 1:i.ngdom *stablished in the Senegal River basic. 

(22) For the whol., of ;.Uuritan.a, the Toucouleurs and Peulhs 
comprise 4;'7 of t~,it, Black population. The Peulhs consti 
tute apTroximney 2C.. of the entire population. 
(Do ChasSeyi !,77, p.16.1). 

2 3 5 (23) See Wane p.16' de Cbassey. 1979. P. . 

http:eventual.ly
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fte s C;ci3al Struc tuz~r- toio 0 LlC U1 ei tr sv 1i c h deJ-i n e t*I,, 
cci~~.ntchrnt, of h~s~h~&~u 4ih in~ part, ape ar 

tob ji orig- i& nu Y e 1r; 

4 o p o)f the V 1( iircvc c1,- r.I s e eco 

t io s1, tle S ' "-.Lc u 1 t u7, t r acidiI ns tkW te ,C T 

infl ane - avc of r 0 !Cence t ,concept. ' :Ut 

-I6thep,'ysvia closeness fOl;,c' ochracterize 
ae enc,Uriui attaclff ert to' bOth 1.r. ~a pc1lni ae is their, coLLZo1 4--. 

entt, ( th ?eY i c*,- pe a r s 0 .So,~ie~t t o 

d 4r'ect correlation hhctenL 1aind44 ownerphin'-.Tni('-pol~iticalpwr 

'ew)4Il ce th.: I' k ejthe f- UC0unig rss ur. t e 

1:eLwf - r. f4 r l " o i a4- spa~ tin44 I,4 or-an *4~4-i ;a ic R4- to-f 

1,Ct4i4 o p- h -- h n t -F ~c r~ ly 44e .4,Jr e vitl tl 

w i f'f rie h s~ o e ,i-'Oec e, by t e- Ll a, 

I 1, sVruEIe r I- a-4- i- ,e spCC l'44-,vcrv fo t44-~ e FproI ,oi 

ota errir-e s ivct - 1 a 3-e teer ardtbhiysoryI4~at1e a o 11i tevo 

4i s r-- - 7'f 1 

5 cou1 d .l. s sai ., tk ,. tbo.yil~oo-s rio eq a ly a 

-proe~th 4 nily 'attac~hed t o I r IT"1 -- 0cr the~pI a te 

and ~~or'u~1t hreh>1,6co~u1reaetors.>. 4 the - .- 44desert 

44444-444*~ , 4 .. ~.4 ~ - .4-4.-'' '- - . _A 
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i. Kinship: Fanily and rolitical Organization
 

The family, village and tribe constitute the framework 
of the political organization which defines 
the privileges and
 
obligations of 
the members of a 
lineage in relation to their
 
community in all 
matters governing 
the life of the group.
 

The $all6 means the compound itself. governed by 
an elder,
 
the dyom galll, 
or the head of the compound, the patriarch of
 
the household. The extended family (pooye) living
 

in the compound is composed of several h-uri..hcld
 
with each household (foyr6), (27) the 
nuclear family maintaining
 
economic independence under 
the supervision of 
the head of the
 
family, the father, dyom foyre, 
or 
mawdo foyre, who manages his
 
land and his 
granaries independently from 
those of the other
 
households. Despite 
the ,.ranting of such autonomy, 
the gall is
 
indeed the primary social nucleus 
and all its members owe com
plete obedience 
to the dyom gall.. The _all5 has a strong sense
 
of cohesion and solidarity, and the individual is strictly 
con
trolled through conformity 
to the family and social organiza
tion relationships 
are 
nearly always defined in terms of 
age an-]
 
sex. This picture of static traditionalitv is to.ay being
 
ilhallenged 
 not only because of te changes introduced through 
colonialism, but also because of large-scale mhi!rati.ons and even
 
perhaps because of the evolution of new land tenure systems.
 
tendency to seek individual land ownership has spread 
to all
 
levels of society. The outcome 
of this struggle is already
 
occurring on the lauritanian banks and 
has evilently not yet
 
been resolved. The changes which 
are already ernarging from it
 
will certainly induce 
the reorganization of 
the traditional 
social organizations by gradually loosening the bonds of kin

ship.
 

(27) The word Foyr5 is taken from the French foyer, which aptly
indicates the minimal 
socio-political role assigned 
to the
 
primary family group in 
traditional society.
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'ihe vi lla..e 'is co Iof,'-osc of or*( or vrt. l.. ea 'cs lIin yolor 

headed Ly tth ci. or r,.od ouro, T.ihe0 is to L..ne isute 
 c
 
autberityo. e .rc _fsets ',is 
 cci. ur.i.ty it .r2 --tions w ith thl
 
exterior ar,' nr L1-e ss 
 Vry. -, al es Ihe ;.r ! ecis ion o 
El r:otters corceriiu t..r vi llII,, >",ve1::helcss, t! e ;:,est 

rov.erful autIhCrty ". the co: rl, ity is cr.::y often the vitll,-e 
imam ,vbo incarr~atac spi ritu l I.ovc . "ivfr tiet the chie..
 
of the villaEe io nct clectec' for life, L ere is a proceerure
 

for his 6 siiiss1.. ri c i s increasin 
 ly .ein p u to 1se
 
.
an there-y c rii::. alout r reater sccirl .i stability. 

£ever, rowzerfu3. nco les represcrnti.g ?l! tl e ce-,r.urities
 

of the Fouta have c..vtre.lizee, t'.eir ir
iut:or':"t.C pezson 
of thr t lmamy ( ' Er C, C.r wC eL to overr, r11 tl'e .61L!" 
and riiyol cf t>.. 'r . e is . I cliti.z. ,-',Te. rilita.ry 
leader elected ty , so- t of cc c c! o.'.: c.! 1,., cop-posee. in 

effect of T e !-': I- I'S C,. tG.:eVrfu3,e e l'nc~ . i ari' es. is 
the poier of t.- 1! ..ry is not .xre iitary. it carnot bccor, c 

desrotic. The sciez-rolitical i-ostitutiorz heve setbeer, u v 
ir, such a w.y is to .'rrc~rnt eitler ore o -.. other froi, 
Yaprerin,[ (3t:) rI-. ave insured that thi.; , ,rr rei a:ns with
in the :.est inf.. e ' ' . ccinl ,rour ;bicb as the rivile e 

to elect an, . s ' isz the .3.ir. ile lattey, " or. t e size 
o " 'is lar,6 hol - r, c coi-.trols, ther#,.f . .., ll for!.s c." 

proeuction and *ecel, es on all pcssil-].e t arsforrvat'.ons. i eoug.. 
it is !Cossil-le to commend cr ,iret 6.c. ocritic c. t-e rolitical 
syster of the Teccoulitrs. it is rev-rt lecs inie.ieb2e tVet 

(J .) bcut~llier ,i t.. eli p. 5o 

( 9) lar- a c ro s f ro the I'r ic %,orrit i. .r el ,r. T:inin e 

or coiruan: er oJ ti.e faithful.
 

G -) e Ch,.ssey P'70, p.19).
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tl.2' pot'ential son-ce of etesrotisj.: resi ,.:es in ti-c s cial
 

orarizsi.on ~ 
 (o.rij. of ,!(_er, h .~~o~
 
thc ,.E,'vl!ose aut!'c-j y 1reeorinates or al] t!-e cas ter. ar6
 
social orders, (>1)%
 

k.ur.,tios'--c ~Orders arce Ca~ster 

"'his study ;i2 rot ~E-1Il c. Lthe ifraoloj ce I qu,.rrc,,i
 
surrounelirq, tihe :-.:-.eIti of social. clr ses s Opposeec: tc
 
ceastes in :auitlf:z. Ans teae . it '7il1 I nse its arilysis on
 
e~e Liiassey v'ho een t pites, A:itti s~oc.i,.l 
 structure
 
c"" the 1cucou~lct:i,-. r ers a n! ccstes accre rt; 
 to tle econo

ic f unc tior. :j ; r.,rticulpr sociz]l strrtF or stiatus in

voilre6. 

Pccorel.. t....sey (3i.) 'L'-e ortiers reflect thie soci, 

uro.~ng ~'ic ~essernti.-lly tCetE rri4reci_ by tleir rarn7. inl 
tie hixcrarcl-/ r- anc. proxi.I..t y CCC: .rit.y -tLLC r s truc '.urp. 

cove~rnirf. :te scjc A ,ty a.s a ,oi.- otl t'-e &e:.Free cf dU;- nity 
-T-.d authecrity C i.i ~ec to srpccific socin1. fuctions an. nor: 

to ti-e level 0.' ~ utv c~iy'. W* is tl~e pritrary 
functicr. of' t~ie :.2_x cr st p a Cr I,,- ctJ-er ') n; I.c'r'

accorc~)rL- to a ' :.13 occup~ti ci: ''ic!:. piac er then 
irto a eistamnt cDc.al Civisier itsich J fits withir. each 

o rc~l c-r. 

(31 oi7 ct(.) 2;v~ ri nt 1:1 ere j.s e'r ssecintion ci: 
- rac.Ttio: rs arnc. CultivPat-o-. c' ti c ! iver ';alley

It is an. !L-ctiati or cstzq lislc.I ! I..y le.?i r,,
land cw~nr -'- tihe scl pi~r~-c s of:~tctr.te i 
of ov.rerc-I- o its r ci- ers. c .~r c; se aq r icu It u ral1 
irprovc%',. r. LY i her i tT to Ye ti.ey pri.rcipal 
e v ~cYi c i er t I'ereby rrL r(. ~ ~rpe t mtion o 5 

http:of:~tctr.te
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:eferrin to tL.c structurc ot:llnpr Vy, ya ajo (3the '.oucouleur society is d3viA!ed into tiec classes: the free. 
borr.,. 'i:be th.' castes. -.y ehe ain d the servsrnt., 'yarc. . 
dct.,ary is rigorot,'y enforced l-etw'ee:r thLriC?-s, t'ut exF-ofe y
 
is tclerazte( b, castes
 

I v&ilance at le ill provi.oe it.s{ into th! cor.rlexitty 

ard strict ei.visic:. of IlaiLor kases or, ;:! ne, aufLority anc
 
particular roles. The striflinp 
 si :ilazi.ty 1 etveer this social
 
struc ture and t t
tX c-f- : Voors shCulI . aIso I.e oi.ntee out,
 
even thoupf- the lattier is less 
 cor.:ple. tr.( rore flpx'iible.. 

a. "he order o:,? Lyenr;e, the servile c!?,sses, is forred of
 
tuo castes,, the s!L'nves 
 arn6 the free6 cap'tives r rirnp. those C!., 
I.ave absolutely no rirl inc, -o cornsequertiyi increased th'
 
status of those W::ho cvn tLei,, 
 rej..rol.ess of w, ,odest the rau".
 
of the -latter wny Lc " (34) 
 It slave, i.or.,ress rotl:int, r.ct
 
even 
 ther elves. tie freec captivep on ti- otf-h.: lanC , is in
 
theory,", a fre(, 
 'iven- that his tir.e tc his owi:.,lhe !-ay tort'
 
elsewhere:, or. t, coritioi that h'e devotes a period. of time
 
to his i:aster. 

'Insofar as A.:"fy i-trc.deice !in iral chn raes in tradi tio, ;1 
syste.,, of product.io., reither !slar r-or ,clorization,, nor in
depenence .... r.r'te to e]fyet!fect a1olis;, slavery.,, (?4.)
 
.e resultin 
 coxs c:t ences e.; char:,es i- te r oees o>; prc'uc 

tior. in !.ore cu':ital Ir c'i.trilutior! of .]a1( and in the economic 
independence of t:,e ir, ir.!t;a! fostered ri andy r.ticnrs :,reater 
rofility TillF..,or tVc contrary> elirinat:' ti.e accepted 

(33) iee the t,.!' le ram.i .ro, de Ch sreysy, J.i i , . Ic. 

(34) 1bie C phas. I,,.I"t1 7? 

'('34.a) l~- id.., p 8I.9 

http:product.io
http:i-trc.de
http:ilazi.ty
http:provi.oe


Eorizonta ' Soc'a! .tratification: 
 A Sumvary cf'the ".priers arte 	 Castes of the 
Tcu~couleurs .+ 

roere Sub-Crdzrs teories ase on Fuctior
e__rs______________ 	 -.ecified Hororary 
C, (ccu-ttonT
r (CU7.ation (Castes) 
 luiCtions
itles 

ri.be zrd.iibe torobo .- a:aI.-oe 	 -e-.Poral(freecorn) (s.torcl c)rJanute cr sereere 	
power - variable title

Spiritual pover thierno
 
o:is kibeL
r freeLorn, cultivatcrs
 

.o. worgar. cCe
w former 	sovereigns farba thieddo(sinr,. iro 
 sete kclyabe 
 soldier -(de '-0li) diagaraf

(s.cedo) rI.orade 
 local sub-v-ari-eties of the lolyabe
 

heli .	 ai~clrabealagel etc.tilte humnybe 	 a.C . " " , 

(courtiers) idiataLIe courtiers. 1 advisors -. sor a 
(s. ciawando)
 
st-.albe 
 fisherren 
 dialtabe
 

* (s. thioubalo)
 

17 alube sanycbe Weavers. diarnc 
c baleebe blacksiith.s farta baylo

f*eccira. I,.ayiLbe 	 sayakobe bold/silversL2iths

olc 	 scLebe ala :be shoeralers fossiri 
(laborers) weaebe leathermakera

KyENEL lav-:be laa&e boat builders - kalbaam

(sin&. nyendo) 
 worvvrbe donestic worrer's 

rnabe potters and ceraelEts
r-aalankoobe I 7alhahe . nusicians
(carriers of -abube oudu pate siners 
r -evs Ior 	 e
rnyaa~otobe r_- ube.diaware 
(Praisers) ia --L-e gumbala

(ae aVlube iriots 
 faria .awlo 

(reciters of genea
Siogi-es, 

scotiibe 	 i z-acube 
 cescendarts of freed captives 
 ++
LYABL (iree . slave's) s. Lacudo)
 
(sinE. dyadC) haiaaIe racube 
 sleves 	 jagoEc.n
(captives)
 

+ ra .:n fr: . Ct Chasy 77 p...
 

++itsioul . ointe out t.hat Lth tLase cetegories , .s.?frate people vrho 
are essextirlly tillers el t,,
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b. 11%e r5y-6o orcer, those specifically b.lo..in:. to tie 

castes, e resents P lo . ierarcLy cf i!erecitary, occupations 

iriclud ' 'te peo]e c, tie vor'' a tte v;'anual worl.prs ' ! 

(artists and. crafts'-.ei), (;cc tc:le ior cor.l-lete list). 

c. 'L-e orkcer cf tl:e "i-.be. tbe frict:or .., is ccr.posec of: 

castes c. varyin rar anr. poiJer 'JL onl.y oi, es actually in-

volved vith a 1.rodructivc cconortic activity are thcse who ran', 

the lowest in t:P hierarcny the stzri.1. the freehorr, f~ISler

iter Oxhc .r,ct cally rcropolisc f .. n alonv t e river, tI:ere-. 

by enga:i1., t in ar, activity wi.cl. i- re.rly ac rcble ato so 

,itp 1 , c,.:I ti,,atior: '7.is occtr eticr is i v.eie a 8t1US r 
privi.,:e r.L7:r tlaP al o!li *t. cr*. ,e su ali possess 

lari:e nu'.,,ex ef tielu>s an' o .In the r-.jor portior of the 

falo (the r ost fert'.e so"Is) ;.iv .r thcir location near tIe 

river (2I). I, I 2.7) it was :e-r ctte.d that I.,* o.f the poliula. 

tion of tl:e valley :..a co,.eOscC c. fisherLP-en , o as a sir':le 

group, caui. t aprrc,,ri atcely I %k* tons or 2/4 ci all tie fish. 

tal'en from the river. (5 ) ov, twerty tlree years later, only 

rarely i: fisl:ing the exclusive activi ty of there fisheren 

who now h Fr..fleQ to sources reverue,cL - access other o 

especially th.ose avaiial.) e thou, . i.2,rvticr. (37) 

The p ths traditionally warricr caste, also inclr,'ee 

the cotrtiers avc courselors, Wi.,o the }r., ho T:ereAiLav 

reputed to I e clever ar.c (3;plc a c, cnpa'l-C cf hanelinF the 

n-ost delicate of situ,t.ions (>.) X.ay,, t-.ey cler their 

talents and services as rtarai-outs ar.:.. like the lowerc'rstes, 

have becor,;e le-F.ars. 

( 5) ho rhs ey , I '..77 , I I" iar " ;: 

( %[' ) Poutillier, et al... |-. 1'-7. 

(37) 
(3" ) 

Li 
i.ae a 

F.I-I-', 
p...* 

. ..* 

http:crafts'-.ei
http:b.lo..in
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The torobf are 
the only ones to have an indisputable
 
authority and political power. As the higher caste, they
 
represent the religious, political and landowning aristo
cracy. The Almamy dyab 
 is elected from this 
caste. (39)
 
With the exccytion of the dy 
 b. this class included the 
only real peasant group of all the.castus with the exception
 
of the dyabe, this class includes the only real peasant group
 
of all the castes which so 
far have been mentioned. In effect,
 
the torob6 are cultivators, but only in theory, for their
 
sharecroppers and paid laborers, 
the dyab6, are the ones who
 
actually cultivate their fields.
 

There is an 
apparent contradiction in 
the attitude of
 
this class towards 
the role of cultivators. 
 The torobM have
 
traditionally refused 
to 
accept any other occupation except
 
that of cultivator, as is
it the role linked to their noble
 
status. At present however, the rural 
exodus has particularly
 
affected the torob6 youth who. 
though rejecting the role of
 
cultivator, do wish lose privil.-nsnot to tho 	 ;njoycd by the 
landowning class. This, evidently, i a phenomenon common to
 
all developing countries. Nevertheless, 
with refercnce to
 
the torob6, this particular refusal 
to "dirty one's handsC is 
based on three facturs.' the actual tilling of the soil was
 
always linked to the 
servile castes, the educational system
 
established 
during colonization and maintained after indepen
dence has 
never instilled respect for agricultural occupations,
 
and finally the 
flight from the rural areas and migration have
 
increased their purchasing power to 
a levcl which adequately
 
ensures immediate, even if only intermittent, consumption.
 

(39) 	 "Any torodo peasant may, in theory, become the Almamy.
The only criterion is that overhe be forty years old,

pious, literate and of good character.' De Chassey,

1977, p.19j.
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These attitudes v:ill inevitably introauce a change in 

the land tenure systei. in the Valley. (4) 'iis "ill e brought 

about not only because of a Iproressive alieLati(Cr frow the 

land, but especially Lecause of the greater involversent oi all 

levels oi the society ii the new rekulations governin[, the 

acquisition of land, tiLe effects of v:.hIch are already apparert 

in the exchanges and sale of lauct tal in ,, plece in the volley. 

tra;:sactions wbich, otly a few years aLo, Loould have been 

totally iiiconceivable. tar widesi;reaci, thisiough fror, 

phenonenoti is incicative of rew attitudes developi-rg towards 

tte traditionai ties oi binship, land and r.ower. 

III. ThE PE-U LI-

A. Pastoral Life 

The Cripins of tbe P-eulhs 

Little is known about the origins cf the Peu].hs of the 

"jahel, tl,ouh there are iiany hypotheses concerning these ethnic 

gIrours. This is equally true of the origins ar d .ay of life 

o-f the Peulns of iauritar ia who differ greatly frorn one region 

to another. Vernet statcs that southeastern Lauritania had
 

,ee. occupied by neolithics with Sudanese traditios who had 

co:.e froE the East ait-cr !havini settled on the t. ari's of the 

iile. hou1 'h zacially 1,eterogeneous r:egroid traits pre". 

4
dolkinated, they were vixed with euror,'oid1e influerces.( 1 ) 

'ie Lelieve that tLhey iay p.ossibly be the ancestors of the 

(ZW) f, study of land tenure in .-.auritania', the proltlems 

and its process oi clhange will be includedi in the 

AL.S report on social chan:es, 

(41) ernet, p. 3u. 
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Toub:cus anic Peulhs. 1lovever, v)hat is certain is that they 
were cattle herders who led their herds froy, one pasture
 
to avother. This of l-as
v:ay life not sigtniiicantly evolved 

since that perioL. 

ii. Transhu,ance alu t1.vestock 

Bremaud provides classifications dr.n fror. le 
;ouvreur 
and basec on clir..atic zones and un criteria of ha.itat,
 
ecollowic activities an. vobility (42) 
 for the different life
st3,les of the people of ti:e £ahara nd the " ahel. They
 
are of particular interest because 
th-ey effectively Ode
wonstrate the differences wLich e ist even within the scve
 
litestyles as practice6 in 
 both desert zones. This approac>. 

uiLlligihts the differences bet1ween th;e ."rcors, the 'real"
 
non)aes, 
 the Peulhs, the pasto,.al transhu'ants: 

the :ahei the Sahara 

Sedentaryrixed 
 j habitat 
 ide: 
.:'e r.i.ar ar t ly occupied 

diverse crops. 
 palr,. f.roves 8
 
gardcens 

Seui-Sedentary 
 herds sheltered syall livestock
 
in stockades 
 sheltered in
 

stockades. 

(i2) T'hese classificaticns are talhen from I*rerauc, 
pp. 96-'97. it rust be enplhasized that tlhese categories 
are presented witf, the ohjective of classifying the
host typical features of each group. 'ikere are in
deed nuiierous gr.iadations betweer. and vithin each 
category, as reilected in trade, settlecnts,

exchatnge, or ever. ir; nethocs of stockraisiu., 

http:pasto,.al


er_- e 	 fixed habitat tert'po- fixed habitat 

rarily abandoned 
u ti.r u, a part of 
the u _y season:. 

diverse crops, 	 seanoral separa
tion of the 
f,n.i ly between 
tardcriing and trans
1; un'ance 

gemi-rnon.ads rmobile 	 habitat, riobile habitat.

millet fields. 	 palr:. Froves- anC 
no .aruens;
 

].iiinited robility very localized 
arcunid a permanent z¢ones of pastu-

l'aLer r.oint, ra.e: 

r,.-ds.obile habitat r;!obile 1,abitat 

no crops neither palrr groves 
nor gardens
 

trarnshunance de- large-scale n.obility 
pencent on rain.- dependent on rain
fall. fall. 

It is evident t):at t:e habit is the only constant element 

coi.iron to siriilar categories. The nobility or iiirobility 

of the group deteri:e tLe level and intensity of their 

various econcb-ic activit.ics. In all cases - the dCecision to 

ni , rate and the ran:-e to Le. cvvered is all d.ependent on 

nature. It is only ,j:ii, t-:e interior of t-.e choser. space 

Ztvt each group estalslies its way of life according, to 

econom.ic and politicai iyter-ethnic relationships. It is 

thrcugh these relationski-s that 'the different possibili

ties for r:akin. use ol tie various ecological environments 

http:econom.ic


are discovered". (4":.) Therefcre conditions of nature excrt
 
niniral influence over 
 the way oi liic sclecteL, ic, tl.e
 
choice is rather a cultural response to the {eo :rapbic 
 en-
vironment and is one takes
k-,1'icL both ecological and political
 

conditions into consideration. (44)
 

Transhumjance (45) is indeed a comrplex pIenoi.:eron as
 
evidenced 
 by the three d'ifferent lifestyles of tb] Peulhs of
 
!.auritania 
 -- semi-r-oU d(:ic, seli;i-sedentarize:.' and seden
 

tarized. (46)
 

1.ithin both the rlonadic anc, sedentary ±i..ie livestock 
raising is one 
of the principal modes of 
accuijulation oi
 
wealth. Lven thoug,- this accumulaticn takes t.he [uise of the
 
n.ast easily recognizable 
 signs of social presti-:e,, it is in 
.act at one and the sar.e time the "investmeilt capital: theand
"end-products. " It shoi'la equally be pointea out. that re

gardless of nature thethe of rural envircnr,.lent, livestock
 
Z.Ld agriculture are closely linbed. Lvezi hezders who have
 
no agricultural activities maintain 
 numerous contacts with 
cultivators. 
 i.irst an forerpost, hovever, livestock has a 
role in the course 
of norral social activities, especially
 
in tl.e constitution of the dowry (in the Sonin..ne society 
this was the exclusive function of the livestoc. cwnei). 

( -,ervouet, p.4,.; 

(44) Ibid, p.9C 
( U!5) s definition,Ireraud' i:.IcC, Transhunance: all 

seasonal move,:ents 
of a cyclical nature involving.

all or part o the herd within the spatial limits 
of customary pasturage. 

(4:) Pith reference to definitions, consult the cateL.ories
 
lined above for sci!i--nomadic, seri-sedentary snc
 
sedentary groups theof ahel. 
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It is therefore quite clear that in cormunities where live

stock rearing is the primary activity, it constitutes the econo

.aic and social basis of the group. Different tyne of livestock
 

however, represent different economies. it is evident that
 

cattle raisi.-nj is more difficult than the raisnin. of Poats and 

sheep .,hicli are more manageal-le an-! more easily sold, esnecially
 

when 	it involves a forced sale. (47) Tn addition, necause this 

smaller livestock produces a hit!her numler of offsnrings, it
 

offers a better rate of distribution among the families.
 

P ing a symhol of social differentiation, the herds of
 

the tyealthier cattle breeders are very often dispersed to
 

various areas to avoid, on the one hand, taxation, and on the
 

other han,1., the jea!ousy (the evil eye) of ot-ers. (4,9) 'his 

practice constitutes a fundamental difference between the seden

tary 	and the transhu.nant -rouos. v'or this first group, the con

centration ol their ;capital" is more conspicious and more 

centralizei. Amon- the sedentary cattle breeders as ,with the
 

sedentary cultivators, this accumulation of 7,ealth is essentially
 

in the hands of the leadin, families- nobles, tribal chiefs,
 

rich merciants... (49)
 

Traditionally, the only -'.v a herdsman couldI maintain his
 

standard of I.ivinr,, his "capital ," was to have a herd -roviding 

milk, for the sale oF this nroduce w:,as more nrofit,'hle for 

the Peulbli who controlled 7;' o7 all t-e large cattle herds 

(47) 	*ncey c'ives an example of the heavy losses involved in the 
sale of cattle by certain "Iossi of "nner Volta. They ,Tere 
ohlige4 to sell 1/3 of thelr herl in order to comnensate for 
a deficit of 45) kilos of rii.llet (o,.4)). 

(41) There is nossibly another locyi.cal reason i,.h.ch may be Medi_. 
call-f exnlained. Disnor-sin, the herds diminishes the risks 
of cont ;;.on dur;.n, an epidemic - \ ris"' ,.hich could lead to 
the losq of the entire herd. 1 Ioever, this explanation is 
not necessarily a trad- tirnal one! 

(49) 	It is interesting to note that no',adavs, and esnecially since 
the drour h t, traders have started takin? over the owner
ship of herds from trarii tional herl-dien (niallo, D.15). 
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in .auritania. lor tc. t.:.ors. srall livestoc.c., far easier
 
to sell, was an iiLportait 'source 
 for their personal daily
 
consumption of r!ilz. (4t is considered 
 Jegraidir-L for the
 
11:oors 
 to sell ril0.) an(. their consurq-ticon of r.eat during 
1::ajor celebrations. (5') 

iii. Livestock aisindc -.Agriculture 

The relaiiosi,- f].ich have traditionally existed be
tween herdsnen arci cultivators h'.vc at times beer ine of
 
6orinarnce 
 by the forc;er group. however, 'the decline of great
 
etipires establishes I.y ol ulations enrared in 
 livestock raising 
.as consiier able 7,odLiiiec this situation'. (' 1) 'ih e changes
 
were priu.arily brou(;Wt 
 ahout by sedentarization tbereby 
•.,aking it necessary ioi cilferent ethrnic ,:-roups to adopt the
 
sai-.e activities within sare
rre spatial enviro i ,ent. This 
1e6 to the exchanrg e o. techTique'" well theas as acquisition
 
of land and service.. i'he present 
social structures and tLe
 
utilization of land all
are the outcome of this process of
 
the mutations that t; c;:orr, tracitions. (5/)
 

Livestoci raisin.- ,es becon.e Pn irportant activity which 
is secona only to a,-'ict!lLure in tihe valley. Tils is one tc the 

u- nce of the Peuli..s ou the foucouleurs. T'hougtj iL vas 
now originally one of t,.eir r.ain occupations, t]he ,oucouleurs 
YiLo,. engage in exterisivc treeuing of livestocl. (5 UnliIe
 
iis.inh, an ;
activic. esserntially lir,]led to a !p;rticular class, 

t.e subalbe, livest c"., roising ,way be practiced Lk all social. 

(50) Uervouet, pp.93 
and 97. "It should be pointed out, however,that the drought - as stated below - has profoundly changedthe attitude of Lhe herdsmen towards their "canital". 

(51) SEDES-FAO, p. 2 13
 .
 

(52) Ibid. 
k'53) Boutiilier, et. 
al., p .135.
 



categories. :'4verthe!ess, the inportinuce attached to the 

1L.cedin, of l..vestocL in the various economic systens of the 

P).Iley signiiicantly varies fron; one ethnic grour. to an
otihex" . (54) 

Outlined below - 1ased on the stucy of ,Lc-LP - are 

sor.e of the reasons hi;-1.,ightii tie current interest anu 

im-portance of lives-coc', to cultivators: (55) 

1. it serves ;s a medium of exchange for a specific 

type of goods
 

2. 	 it can sup,'i-c t!he farrily's need in Peat; 

it provide, fr".utht arivals' 

4. 	 it serves as a new forit- of insurance in case 

of crop failure:i 

5. 	 it allows :or g.eater irnclependence should the. 

cultivator desire to leave the farily circle; 

6. 	 it increases or eliminates the cultivator's cle

pendence on tlh herder- in areas whete there are 

both cultivators ano herdsmen, in sor.,e cases the 

former arranyge 1cr their children tc learn how 

to becoiu'e ! erders. 1his is far i.ore corm oi; in 

:.ali than ii; i!uritz2nia. 

,Vowever, the c,,it:.vator is ,till not totally indepercert 

of the herder wit'i ,).oie ,eintrns irportant cortracts for 

th;e traditional. excL.-i., of his fillet and rice crops against 

nt:Iure t6 fertiliz his i ieIds 

(54) Ibid.
 

(55) SEDES-FAO, p.299-300.
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'B THE SOCIAL O,,ArIZAvTI OF THE P",TL11S 

"The Peulhs are 
large]y lispersed from 
Senegal 
to the
 
Republic of Central 
Africa. 
 Peulh diasnora
The his g-ven

the different c:roups 
hi.,:hly varied historical exnerience. 
This is the reason why they developed extremely diverse social 
systems . . "(56) It is therefore 
 the Twav 
OF life which is
 
significant and 
not 
kinshin ties linking distant lineages.

For example, rwhile 
the rjodaabe of -Miger are 
describe.-
 as being

exclusively nomadic herders 
in the excellent st,,dv 
carried out
 
by Dupire, 
the "odaabe of Dar 
el "arka 
in "auritania 
are large

landowners 
though 
they also nractice extensive livestock
 

raising. (57)
 

i. Concept of 
Snace Lived 
in and Exchangei
 

In 
noting the disparities within the 
different groups 
of

Peulhs, Hervouet states 
that these are 
not only due to 
the
 
influence of 
the groups which 
lived with 
them or 
were neigh
bors to them, 
but also the consenence of the 
range of mobility

determined by 
their 
chosen agro-pastoral activity. 
 The spatial

environment selected 
reflected, 
in fact, 
not only the co-nosi
tion of 
the herds 
"ut also the social, economic and political
 
power of the group. Thus, 
the movement of 
the herds can only

be possible if 
waternoints 
are located close enou 
,h to one an-
other so 
that they may be watered daily. 
 These waterno'ints,
 
however, may he located 
in areas under the 
control 
of other
 
ethnic groups 
(the Chratti 
and the Tadjakant, '"oorish 
qrouns,
 
own 
the area extendin, from the .- ftout to the Guidiakha) 
thereby imposing a 
 olitical constraint 
on the direction in
 
which 
the group may attend its 
area of mobility. 
 7he move
ment is thus restricted by 
the nolitical 
environment. 
Yet
 

(56) Bonte, n.5.
 

(57) -lee 0. Ra.
 



another constraint can also be irposed: technique of 
water 
usage allowing ci.ffcrences in 
the use of space. The 
!.,oors need to water their herds only every other day, while 
the 1-eulhs need to do sc .aily. Livestock and 
uater drawing
 
techniques useo by the 
-oors allow therm 
to use areas un-
exploitable by 
the Peuliks during the dry 
season. (9)
 

h.e traditional way of life of both the !oors and the 
i-'eulhs has been profoundly clanged, and thou;h the drought
 
may have draI:atically iade 
the chanLes hi,hly visible, the 
process 
had nevertheless 
t,egun long before that. 
 The youth

have begun rejecting ti.c austerity of pasroral life, prefer!
rinE a 
different spatlal environment, thl-.e easier and 
less
 
dangerous activities of 'his
the cities. 
 treno appears to
 
be r:ore visible a!rong 
 the -oors t1,ar, the Feulhs, because
 
through their 
 comr'erce, the all rervasive irmportance of 
roney at 
all levels of 
the Lorrish society predorinates. It
 
is 'as if rne pas,;,,or6 Lac becone, 
 Iget rich!'" (60) Adion,
 
the leulhs, treir iii .hy restrainin social organization 
has 
had tue effect o! ,.eein
L their youth more closely
 
attached to the far, ily ult , their herds anc their tradi-
cioral spatial environneut.
 

ii. Social gtructures (Cl) 

The three iculh covirunities in j -uritania gradually in
filtrated into the country and oranizeo their respective 
societies acccrding to tle spat i-al environrieit in which they 

(.,) i';oorish well-diggers eL,.ploy rrethocis unknowi, toPeulhs, 
thus allowitic the; the use of 
the 

areas inaccessible
 
to the latter (lIervcuet, p.!Cl).
 

(GA) bervouet, p.kh.6.
 
(61) There is 
very little infornation available 
on the social
structure 
of t'£e ikculfs of 1"auritania. 
 This sector
therefore will be 
li,,ited 
to sirply presenting 
the most
essential 
features 
drawn fror. the 
 rare sources -vail

able opr this subject.
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found 	themselves. Indeed, the relationship between land and
 
the Peulhs (62) is reflected in the names distinguishing the
 

three 	groups 
 Peulh Walo, Peulh Dieri and Foulab6. Two zones
 
mark the advance of the Peulhso 
On both sides of the '50 mm
 
isohyete in the Assaba region, there exists 
the sedentarisa

tion front while from the North of the Gorgol River basin
 

to the Reguiba region predominates the transhumants' front. (63)
 

The social organisation of these three groups is essen-
tially identical to that of the Toucouleurs discussed above;
 
the basic social unit is the [!all&, the extended family led
 

by the oatriarch . The Ardo is the head of the clan and
 
represents the powi:r of the regrouped 
li 'nages. As with the
 

Toucouleurs, the power of 
the Ardo has been diminished by
 
that of the Almamy, the spirit-al leader of the group. In
 
contrast to the Toucouleurs, however, castes as well
 
as endogamy are not predominant characteristics among the
 

Peulhs. (64)
 

The Walo Peulhs, the least nomadic of all three groups,
 
are not very different from the Toucouleurs. Their social
 

(62) 	 See Agricultural Production studies of the RAMS for
 
further details, Enough to point out here the two out
 
of nine types of soils caracteristic of the Senegal

River 	Valley- the dieri, a sandy zone most fit for
 
the season of "hivernage" or rainy season- and the
 
walo, 	most adequate for recessional agriculture and,
 
indeed, the most consistently productive zone.
 

(63) 	 Toupet, p. 300.
 

(64) 	 n. Ba includes the Peulhs as one of the castes within
 
the 15 castes of the Toucouleurs' social structure.
 
It is difficult to accept such a categorization for
 
it appears more evident to us that the Peulhs are
 
parallel to and independent of the Toucouleurs'
 
internal social structure,
 



evolution has been irnfluerced by their lengthy contact with
 
populaticrns located alont 
tLe liver. The village corrunity
 
Ire~c.inates art-oLIg the Talo Peulhs and in fact, the basic
 
social unit is no 
longer strictly iorred along genealogical
 

lines, but adc'ea 
to tle ori:inal group were nurerous allies
 

ok civerse orik-ins ,, ;.%.cavre assiilatec to the leulhs 
during. the course of their vigraticns .((5) Ihe increased 
ih',ortatce of the occupiieG spatial environMernt. tle O.evelop-
Ument of agriculture of the wadi 
(cry riverbeds) arci the walo 
have all significantly [:ode up the J.ro~uction typical of the 

Peullis.
 

L'influernce Toucouleurs et la pratique. de 1'agriculture
ont conc confi.r! aux i-eull.s !:alo und structure d'organi
zatior. socio-politicque sup,-rieur 
au zLall - perrettant ainsi 
de (isposer A urn i;ouvoir ce decision et dorfanisation 
plus lare.c s'appuyar:t sur un 
fcrre 6e vie ,;eti--s~dentzire
 
cL le zioyau v-illzeois est relativement iu.ortart. Les 
reulhs ",alo ont cionc emprur't& aux loucoulcurs, non 
seulement leurs lo-.s forcieres, rais aussi, une partie
de leurs struc4:ures sociales, et il est pariois 6e licat
 
de les Cistiniuer. (tC) 

The 1.ieri Peul[;s ':ave retained their larnguage of origin
ti'e 	 oLj(loi. hree esser:tial elements determine their terri

torial unity:

a. a 	 water,-oi.,-t nert which they may cart. durinr the 

dry season
 

(J) 	 rHervouet.; p. 

(,) 	 'lhe influence o': the 'OLCouleurs and the prE.ctice of
agriculture have tIus ;-i ven the W;alo Fulax:i a scico
political organizational 
structure extendint. beyond

the allg:, thus ailcVin, ther: a broader oz,-ar.iza
tional ane decir-ior-r:akinr power Ease(, or t!'e seri
seuentary v.ay oi, iile v::ere the villa'-e unit is oi 
relative i!..portance. ",he V.alo Peulhs thus ncopte. 
not only t'e Youcouleurs" land tenure laws, but a 
part of their sccisi structure as well. it is there
fore at tiy;.es 6i:C*icuIt to distinLuish one system from, 
the other. 
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b. 	 grazing arras located in the vicinity /
 

c. 	 larnd availa'le for cultivation during the rainy
 

season.
 

A striking characteristic an'ong tLe Lieri Peulhs is the
 
manner 
in which spatial dispersal is reflecteci in their social 
dispersal. ithin this ccu.izunity, it is the chie.f of the 
&allL, the dyo. gallr, an nct the moodo ouro, the village 
chief, who is the exclusive decision-making authority. The
 
fanwily unit is 
very lil.Ited and the least misunderstanding
 

within a group could laci a new social and
co spatial
 

separation. In a region doninatee by "oors, the political
 
force of the Uieri l'eulihs has thus been reduce6: their 
choice of a difficult agricultural alternative fror: the out
set, the dieri, and a villful indepeneence, all L.ale for a
 
lacl. of political force, which sharply distinguishes ther. 
fron the V-'alo Peulhs amop.. ,,,hor the association of culti
vators and herders 
is a solidly entrenched institution.
 

The Foulabe are thie leulhs nonacs par excellence. In 
fact, they have been labelled, hatob , .eavtng 'the obsessed!" 
in loular. (""7) It :,as only in 1(b5i; that their conversion 
to IslanT became complete, (' ) and tlougt' this rray not be 
indicative of thpir isolatiots, it is at least incicative of 
the'.r attachn:ent to their original traditions. T1,ey qrP 

also called t-e Foulabe of t. e i aral.oro, after tH-e region in 
which they live and in :lich the concentration of Loors is 
sparse, even though this legion was a passageway for their 
razzias at the turn of the century. 

(7) G. Ba, p. I12. 
(,Ij J" ervouet, p.u4. 



- 3b -

Like the Lieri l'eulls, the chief of the tglle is th-e
 
central authority for the. broul, 
 Ile is the one tc malke the
 

decisions pertinent ;.- all sales or barter. 
 i. .onj the
 

.-oulaL-es, viomen 
 have the riy0!t to take only Irofits ,gaineu
 

irog t-:e sale of milk. Should sLhe seel; a divorce, strict
 

traCiticrnal ani pre-1slaric regulations deprive her 
of th-e
 

anii als itLcludeu i the 6owry which she haci brou)-t to her
 

riusL.jnd's hore. '..oreover, vhen leaving, she is not allowec'
 

to take even her chilercn with her. This serves as a reans 

y Y.hich the kroup riaintains its ecoi:or,.ic and social cohesion 

end Ihy which it prevents its cisintegratio,i through its 

frequent dispersions.
 

Indepencent of the t oors, relying on their lineal and 

social ortanization, the 'oulab "havc an overall vision of 

the environmaent in 7hich each present is integrated it their 

i..tterrretation of their special environmrent". (:.9) This 

interpretation 1'owever, is undergoiny profound cLanges due 

in part to their adaptation to Lslanic norrs, especially 

-'ith reLard to women, (7(.) but also due in part to a forcen 

sedentarization u-hich is Ls an aftermathr of the recent 

drov, ht. 

C. The Peulhs .And The Drought 

The drought of the 7W s wvs one of the riost severe ever. 

experienced Ly the populations of the Sahel, especially of 

0 c; lhbid, p.0 ). 

(7i) Islamic laws state that a widow has the right to in-
brit a part of her deceased husband's her-s. 
lervouet, p. J7, cites the eya[rple of a disptte which 
occurred in hrach l"ouderi, 'Larakoro, in P.72. One 
of the two spouses of the deceased wanted to res
pect the foulabi tradition, vhile the other preferred 
the Koranic law. 

http:ecoi:or,.ic


L-aulitania. I*Ioreover, 
it is continuing into the rew decade 
ci the (;O'sv entailin.g and aggravating the social, economic, 
and ecological problems of the m.ost disadvantaged pepula

tions.
 

llervouet (71) states that previous droughts were
 
different and far less danaEing 
 for they occurred in only re
stricted areas. The aaLine which developed ii. their wake 

was not, therefore, as generalized and as widespread anoong
 
LuLans and recent has ranircals. The drought had distinctly 
diiferent effect on the hurvan populations than tl.ose of the 

previous years.
 

Table II, adapted frow a FAG r-port of 1977, shov:s,
 
in comIarison with other countries, the disastrous state 
 of 
the bovine herds in hauritavia, thus essentially those of
 

the Voors and the Feulhs. 

During this 
drought, three particular developments have
 

had a significant inripact on the populations; (72) 

a. an extensive drcught, 

b. a 6U% demograjlic increase over the last thirty 

years, without, however, a corparable increase in
 

food p'roduction because of the lacl., of the 

necessary far.iuL techniques; 

(71) hervouet, pp. 131-137 see R.AVS report on ti-e en-. 

vironwent by r., .. ,'USi. (.AS) 

(72) hlervouet, pp. 137-8.
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c. 	 an increase ik! the numlcr of herds durint a 

ten year spar, P.'.! to c-4, to wasc vac-cue 

cinatioru oi herds, leacir.-t L a dinequilibriur

bet..een pasturaLe ano livestoci, betwern 

agriculture arid cattle ireeding. In additicn,
 

the recent irncrease in the cultivated surfaces has
 

resulted in a corresponuing decrease of available
 

pasturac. 

All of these eveiii, heve changec not only the range of 

obility and inter-ethnic social relationshils, Lut the very 

attitude of the herdsr.ev towards the value of their herds. 

Liallo (73) uses the tern 'sedentary' to describe the
 

1'eulhs because of the cistinctive tendency ok the latter to
 

sever,.tarize. ')or exarple, i,'-aurel (/4) inticatcs that since 

1571 the density of the herds in ''iz has shari.ly increased. 

Entire camps of lierdiers - 1;ouadhi4bou, kjoujtIro Poutilirit, 

and Djou-kcLCott have heen arriving there, so±we of thei.; for the 

first tiue in their lives. 1Eot one of them car.. ren er:ber 

nav.inL ever experienced a ivore difficult year. The increased 

UexTsity of bctl, the huwa. and anii.al populations has more

over led to run,erous, and soifetin.es violent, difputes be

tween heroers and cultivators. 

The movenment tovaris sec'enterization is continuing and 

is irreversitle. It has fostered an awareness of the need 

for diversification in both livestocb raising ar farpA-nL.. 

however, there seems to le a contradiction. The accun-ula-,
 

tion of herds beca,:e unprofitable since, as indicated in the
 

table, over half of ther. were lost. n:evertheless, those who
 

(73) Diallo, p.14.
 

(74) L:aurel, p.45 and p.2.
 

http:soifetin.es
http:shari.ly
http:herdsr.ev


++!

?able Nc, 


Consequences of Drought in the Sahelian Zone
 

(in , and in thousand units)
 

Cattle Sheep - Goats Camels Donkeys Horses 

BD 
+++ 

A•D 

iffcr-

ence 
No. BBD AD 

DountriesDirer--

ence 
No, BD AD 

Differ-

ec_ -

No. %. D Ar 

Differ-

ence 
o. BD AD 

Di ffer

ence 
No.. 

auritania ..2 300 1 115 135 52 8 000.5 350 2 150 27 700 670 30 4 230 150 30 35 16 10 6 37 

'.iger 3 905 1 960 1 945 49 8 590 6 570 2 020 24 331 272 59 IS 355 253102 29 17C 13q 40 20 
>Iali 3 648 2 347 1 301 36 F 3006 910 1 490 1? 241 179 62 17 330 .121'209 63 9L 7C 20 20. 

Chad 4 200 2 505 1 595 40 4 200 3 920 280 7 560 545 15 3 347 332 15 4 145 136 10 7. 
Senegal 1 5;3 1 036 447 32 1 9241 533 29! 15 5,3 5,,7 :+0,4 +S 59 54 5 8. 41 36 5 12: 

Upper 560 450 Ito 19 900 c00 100 11 5 5 " 0 •:0 70 10 13 30, 25 5 17 
Volta 

Tota 15126:9 43 6713 42 31 934!25 583 6 331, 20 1 8 42,3 1676Q7 165,6, 9 1L401 930 421 130 1 O 43 86 1 

Total UAC i16 126j 9 413. 6 733 tot3 191! 2 558 633 2 763 i255:248 70Q5.490.23,5 5C9 423 36 

Table II is drawn from Bremaud, p. 114 (FAO).
 
++ 

BD = Before Drought
 
AD = After Drought
 

ADroximately
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still had a part olf t!eii herds were alle to sell ther, in 

order to meet their in..uecijte needs. Thi,; possibility in
creasee th:e econoz!ic a:z-.cts zmd the :capital" value of 
livestock, thus enccuracirc, Y..:anry of tie keulf-s to recon
stitute tLeir herds, while nonetLieless being force, into 
diversifying their activities becoming,either 
farr lahorers
 

or landowning cultivators.
 

The cultivators, ;avin[ likewise suffered from 
the long
 
years of the droughts; were also attracted Ly 
tl'e value of
 
livestock. The acquisition of 
livestocl,. is spreading,thur,
 

creating a net, fort. of econo'ic security for the group.
 

This nurturin ao'arcress aucn)r, the Uierdsi en of the need 
for economic diversification has aiven rise to a new and. re
vealing pheno.enon TJwit. 
 respect to the adaptation of the
 
herders to farming and new sources
to of fodder. In regions in
 
which irrigated developr:ert prcjects are being set up, the
 
herders no longer wish 
tc ho excluded from the agricultural and
 
fodder production oi..rtunities creete 
 -Ly these c'evelopi:.ents.
 
£hey have even begun iormulating their demands with regard 
to
 
the redistribution of lan& h eing irrigated in the Senegal 

iver Valley. (75)
 

-
(7 ) SELE -iIAC, p.31,:x - Ihere 
is a typical exaLple of this
 
case in tFPourie as indicated in 
the case study presented

in "The Social Organisation of .Apricultural:Pr6ddction"

includea in the repbrt on S.tud.ie-s-in Social Change.
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This significant 
interest in developrient projects does not
 
however resolve 
tee nuuercus difficulties confrontin& herders
 
w-o cannot - or will ,ot -- abar-don their way ot life. The loss 
of their herds has been a draniatic psycholorical 
blow for theL.
 
There are exartples of "recurrin cases 
of abandonrent of the
 
herds follo:eL at tir.es y that of the farnily and even by
 
suicides." 
 (7C) i"he lose of llerds has profourdly disrupted the 
;acis of the national an& coi,:rmunal economies. As a result,
 

we cannot ignore the irreversible ir.,pact that this loss has 
 had 
on both fail.ily 
and social structures. A psychological need is 
deeply felt today by the hercer to revaluate his cccupation
 
which is the very fouILdation or which social 
 stability, if 
not prip-arily the stability of the family, can be rebuilt 
-
a process indispensaible for 
all development.
 

IV. THE SONINKES
 

The uguidir,akha and 
Its Ethnic Diversity (77)
 

Iraditionally, it 
is saie that tbre first Soninke to 
settle in the tssa",,a w,,as called i aidha 1hale Sour.are, fron. 
unich vias derived &,i. Uaourtain of) ;iakha. (76) The Guidi

r'akha is undoubtedly tLc region with the hiZj.est corcentra
tion of i-auritanian So,_irPes, the wost inportant group of 

this tribe. 

(7%") Ibid, p.306, hZc¢voLet points out that 
the i.ajority of

the Foulabe and otber ethnic -roups lost between 4C 
and e;(% of their sheep and goats and nmore than iO% of 
their cattle (15Y77 p.78). Adoptation to tLe conse
quences of the drouht has Leen difficult for the ioors
especially because of the loss of their laborers, that 
is, the haratinp' who have trzirated. This is the grou-p
which has traGitionally been their shey:herds. 

(77) This section is essentially based on the reports of Downs 

and Peyna; and of i-aynault, et. al.
 

(7:) hervouet, p.66.
 



- 44 

iccording to Laii,t i' re, the Guicivakna w.ar Exclusively
:.,.Lited by Soninres up until 1 C3. Sincee s- thezi ar~d especially 

rince the recent drougj,t all the otlher ethnic groups Lcet there 

i it ever increasing ILU,,Lers. 

In 1889., the Lot.irzhes founded Selibrby, the capitel of the 
region, and the. first foreigners to settle there xere 
the
 
_ambzaras in 1903, a.9 
 cloves of the Seninkes. I 1 3(, the French 

beg.an irwposing taxes, which led a large number of Eoninkes to
 
leave the region in oz:der to avoid pay ent. 
 Taling advantage oI 

Ci-s situation, the 1aiara: slaves revolted ar. the French gave 
ther, the land and huts O.icL, had t eer: abandovec. 1 tLe Soninkes. 

T-is is the event which led to the division of ti.h tovn of
 

Selitaby into parts.
two the ori.ir,al SelibaLy and IarLara
 

L'0uo ou.
 

'Inc Peulhs had begur, arriving iv! tLe Guiin alha as of 

14t but it vas until the advent of independence, in 1£u, 
ti.at they begar, settling in the interior of Selilaby itselt.
 

A little before that, in 1953 the Deidane Loors ca-,e as 
tracers, an6 the 1,aratin: inaefernciently of their rasters, 

createe villages where they would live only e.urin( the rainy 

sea~or, while settlinL ir lelibatry durirn the dry seasor.. 

Litbough in aqpeararoce, harmonious social relationships
 

exist between these cifferent ethnic Lroups which..*pp.eat..to inter
act very well, there still 
exists as atresphere of ristrust
 

whicil is further con-plicated by the iact that the distiriction 

between nobles, slaves arn ca-stes is raintaineo it, thc Gaily 
social ana political life c, the grcu~s. iorecver, in. the 

Guic i,.abha, only the noble class has the ri.I[t to pasrticipate 
in the leaceship o, the Seniuke conr:uni ty. 
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It is interesting to note that the Soninkes of Guidmakha
 
compose one 
of the seven different dialectic groups 
oF the
 
Soninkes living 
in fali, Senegal and 
in other reRions oM
 
lauritania. 
 It is said that the differences betneen the 
dia
lects of these groups are such that they have difficulty in 
understandingr 
one another. 
 For example, the Soninkes 
located
 
around Nema and the Aalian border are the !akhere, those of 7ali 
are the Diafounou, 
those o Senegal, the 9oundou, and in
 
Guidimakha, there are two different groups, the haniaga and 
the laire. This linguistic isolation of 
S oninke communities is
 
made even more conspicious by 
the fact that, in comparison,

the _lalpoularen, Toucouleurs and 
 Peulhs, have been able to 
maintain their 
linguistic and 
cultural similarities, 
wTich has there
 
fore 
created nutual understanding between the grouns despite

their different origins and 
the resulting linguistic differences.
 

This extreme diversity is certainly 
the underlving 
cause
 
for the legendary image 
of the Soninkes: 
 an extremely authori
tarian if not outright dictatorial - system of control within the
community which f-cijitnter tY iA 'inr of collective cKcisions
 
and their implementation. 
This control extends 
to all the
 
activities 
of the individual for whom the interest oO 
the group

must take precedence. Raynaut 
et 
al give an example of this
 
attitude. 
 In 1975, the chiefs of the Soninke villages in the
 
Guidimakha made the decision 
to uniformly set 
the price of
 
millet at a particularly low 
rate in order to discourage sales.
 
The community r,uld 
not bave been able to meet 
the food needs
 
otherwise, and 
anyone disobeying this 
order 7as 
heavily fined.(79)

This concept of 
almost atavistic obedience 
in the Soninke
 
personality is further reinforced by the age-set system, the 
authority of 
the family head, and the superiority o5 
the male
 
and the husband.
 

(79) "aynaut et. al. p.96. 
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B. Social Organiz-ation
 

i. The Villaye
 

The complexitv, but also 
the strictly hierarchical family
 
and social relationships of 
the Soninke society demonstrates
 
an internal discipline which contrasts with those of the 
other
 
ethnic groups in 'auritania. it is al.so 
the explanation of
 
why the institution of slavery is still 
so rigorously main-
tained among the Soninke, "hile amonR 
the Peulb. and tie
 
Moors it has already begun to weaken.
 

The village, divided into 
"free"* and "non-free" members
 
is the basic political unit of the groun. 
 The chief of the
 
village, a descendant of one of 
the leading, therefore noble,
 
families, is the undisnutable authority. He the
is one who
 
is responsible for tax collections, ,who directs 
the activities
 
of the village, who receives 
strangers, who organizes 
the
 
control of bush fires and 
settles quarrels among the villagers.
 
His counselors, the village elders, are 
also of the noble class.
 

The Ka, the household unit, is co-poseI 
of an extended
 
family varyinq between 
15 to 5'0 members. Governed by a T.agouma,
 
the head of the faiily, it represents the most irnortant
 
social unit in the community. it is only unon the 
death of the
 
fami'ly head that the sons 
may leave the family compound to
 
go a.j build their own compound.
 

The 'free' men of are
the village divi.ed into four
 
categories, the nobles, the marabouts, 
or peonle of the
 
Book (the loran), the counselors and the castes. The nembers
 
of this last category are all grouped under the label,
same 
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:yakhamdu, which includes 
the Rriots (I'oth musicians and
 
genealogists), 
leatherworkers, Blacksmiths, 
fishermen and
 
woodworkers, who 
are all 
strictly endogaIMous.
 

The "non-free" category 
is divide 
 into 
two. srouvs:
 
the diokourounko and 
the kono.
 

The dioukourounko, domestic slaves, 
(the ecruivalent of

the abid 
among the 'oors), 
enjoy certain privileqes in the

master's household, for 
they have supposedly acceDted 
their
 
status. 
 Having arrived 
at the 
same timle as the founding

families on which they 
are dependent, they 
are suhject to no 
taxation and 
are responsible for communal tasks.
 

The komo the equivalent of the 
Haratin, are on 
the
 
other hand slaves 
bought from other ethnic 
groups and 
are under

the control of 
the master. They normally ,york as 
farm laborers,

cultivating for 
the family 
to which the,, belong. According to

the attached table 
on the division of 
social categories in

four Soninke villages in the Guidimakha surveyed by 
the team
 
of Uar on Want in 1979, it is 
interesting to 
note that the
 
komo constitute the 
largest social 
group in 
all of these
 
villages.
 



THE LIVISION OF SOCIAL CATEGCEIES IN SEVEFAL VILLAGES IN TiE AREA 
(., 

Milages ;:o-les i arabout Lcoulise- tastes ;:'is Le r-- iou- on.o 
lors !;Pri 1our. 

iGUILI 15 h 17.5 Z 7 %. 3 . 1 2 7 4L.4 % 

,LLSSIMCU 31.7 o 5.6 >Z .2 % 54.1 >. 

:. ;GOui '%oT 12 , 13. , I 8.4 1. % 4.3 % 4" . 

L CU 4.4 % 9 % - ,,.7 Z 7. 4 . - 72 .6 

Exclusivity, oL perhaps ethnocentrism, of this society 
prevents any foreiner Cror, becor,.irg onirke. ioever, any 

strarger iray becone a slave according to the Soninke. None 
may he Soninke, even after having lived arong the, for Lenera
tions . £owns and Reyna quote a Soninke proverb wl.ich aptly Pr 
presents this ottitude! "lven if a log remains in the water 
for a huudred years, it will never beco e a crocodile.; (11]) 

The l'aniaras. the traditionral slaves of the Sonines , have 
however nore .tar once revolted against their masters. As 
recently as 19(2 an 1U;75, tbere were bloody uprisings in 

SeliLeby. (62) 

(6(1.) 'table III is tal-en irom War on iant, p.22.
 

(ji) Lowns L. heyna, p.25.
 
(",4;) ibiu_ p.26.
 ,
 

http:ibiu_p.26
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Among the Soninkes, all social categories are subdivided 
into age-sets similar to those of the Toucouleurs, the fedde. 
In the villages, the age-set system .s h.ghlv stratified among 
both the men and women' generally grouping ace-sets separated 
by 3 to 4 years. Although the age-sets nay now have only a
 
ritualistic function, they 
are nevertheless a microcosm of
 
social control and pressure. Traditionally, every age-set 
had its particular tasks and obligations in the village. In 
Selibaby how'ever, there are only two distinct age-sets: one 
for young people up to 35 years of age, and another for the
 

adults above 35.
 

Like all Black African ethnic qroups, the Soninkes are
 
polygamous and divorce is 
infrequent. Similarly, in all
as 
other Third tjorld countries where this phenomenon is taking 
on alarming -,roportions. marriage has become an onerous under
taking, generally exceeding the Financial resources of the 
majority of the population. iigration and the transformation
 
into a consumer society are 
the principal causes, and, as
 
will become apparent further on, migration among 
the Soninkes
 
has become one 
of the most visible characteristics of the
 
society, placed second only 
to that of social ri.gidity.
 

Downs and Eeyna Drovide a list of 
the mutual obligations 
of the Soninke husband and wife. This list could in fact be
 
implied to all African societies. There is nonetheless an 
exceptional condition which the Poninke re!lale is ohli.ed to 
fulfill (and one which all 
other ethnic groups concede is
 
unilue to the Soninkes) ,t;-t is, she has the clligation and duty 
of painting and guarding the hut -- tasks normally assigned only 
to males in other societies.
 



Another unique characteristic of the Sonirkes social 
organization, and one ulici.: again reflects the social 
stratification rivisior cf labor withit, the group,an6d the is 
the way in which the resl.nsibilities of the rmerbers of the 
fan ily are designated according te the work to be done in the 
fields. The rnaxiiNTurI; output of eaci. and everyone is directed 
towards contributivE to the cynianisn of the group while 
ceveloping a personal sense 
of responsibility 
to the gronp,
 
and, in particular, to his fanily., 
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3i. Economic Activities
 

Sonirnkes ore first and foremost farmers. However, since
 
the drought, like the Toucouleurs, they are engaging them

selves wore actively in livestock raising as a means of en-

suring greater economic security.
 

Everything is foreseen in the life of the Soninke. even 

to his position in the fields and the type of soil he has 

the right to cultivate. 

Thu Le-khore or 
collective field, corresponds to the
 
family dwelling the ka., to 
the extended household. 
 The chief
 
of the ita is responsible for field production. 
He keeps
 

the yearly cereal supply for the entire extended family in
 
a special granary to which only he has the key. 
 He is also
 

the one who rations out the necessary amount for 
the family
 

meals each day. (83
 

Although land tenur. is 
organized according to the type
 
of soil and field, as with the Toucouleurs, this is per-
petuated more rigidly and with 
a tighter hierarchy among the
 

Soninkes.
 

There are two categories of cultivaU 
f: land- clan soils,
 

khaabela-.ninye or tribal 
fields, and so-called free soils,
 

dymankafo ninyp. The clan soils, 
strictly appcoprieted and
 
placed under the responsibility of the 
clan chief, are the
 
most fertile soils, falo and fonde, 
while the lands which are
 
freely accessible to 
the entire village community and for
 

(83) A parallel car! be drawn between 
the traditional Arab
 
and western societies where similar systems exist:
 
it is often the father of the family who metes out the
 
necessary amount 
of money for family meals, either on
 
a daily or a monthly basis, drpending on the family.
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which the village chief is responsible, are the.arid soils,
 

dieri located far from the river and the village.
 

Apart from the clan soils, three usages, determined by
 

the landowners, nyinagumme, are permitted: 1) lending ?and,
 

renewable yearly! 2) land lasting from one to three years,
 

and! 3) land purchnse a recent occurrence affecting only the
 

fonde soils, often used for.housing construction. In theory,
 

payments for temporarily acquired land amount to one--tenth
 

of the harvest. Their symbolic purpose is to strengthen the
 

bonds between the owner and the user. In practice, however,
 

these payments differ greatly from one village to the other
 

and from owner to owner. (84)
 

The free lands are subject to the "law of the ax."
 

Whoever first clears the land has 
the right to cultivate it,
 

but it: must be recalled that the village chief is still 
res

ponsible for the management of all the plots, and t1-.t a pay

ment of one-tenth ef the harvest goes to the village.
 

The three types of village soil, falo, fonde and dieri,
 

reflect the social levels of this society.
 

The falo, 
or flood lands, which are the most fertile soils
 

along the bank of the river, are the absolute property of the
 

nobles and cultivatzd mainly by the komo, slaves. ':Ce qui
 

est important noter, c'rst le caractare prgcai.re de la
 

jouissance que la majorit6 des exploitants peuvnt exercer
 

(84) War on Want pp. 18-19. 

http:prgcai.re
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sur les jardins de d6crue." (85) 
 The absence of economic
 
participation by 
the majority of the farmers 
can only
 
diminish their interest in 
land development and improvement
 
in their farming methods and 
in productivity, which 
are
 
actually their 
 primary responsibility.
 

We. once 
again refer to the table from the War Want
on 

report to accentuate (see Tables 
IV andV) the contrast be
tween the 
social classes of the landowners and the farmers
 
in those villages surveyed.
 

(85) "What is important to 
note is the precarious nature

of the control that the majority of the farmers can
exercise over the 
 plo.Ib{d,

Text underlined in 
the original.
TextGuidi wich Therisw
h ol
thefere is walo soil in
the Guidimakha, which makes 
the falo soils v--e--y precious.
 



S54 
-

TABLE IV (+)
 

FALO: DISTRIBUTI07,! O: 
LAIOM ,_NERS BY SOCIAL STATUS
 

ages Nobles 'lara- Advisers Castes Total Diou- Komo 
 Total Grand
 
bouts 
 kour. 
 Total
 

UILI 65.5% 23.0% 
 57 -. 97% 2.8% 2.8% 98.5% 

ESSI'10U 62.5% 15.5%  78% 20.8% 9,. %
 

GOUN
.OU 92.0% 3.0% 
 5.0% 10r),, - _
 

TABLE V (+)
 

FALO: DISTRIBUTION OF CULTIVATORS !Y POCIAL STATUS
 

ages Nobles 'fara- Advisers Castes Total Diou- TotalKomo Grand
 
bouts 
 kour. 
 Total 

jILI 46.0% 20 % 8.2% 2.3% - 23777% 23% 100Z
 

ESSIIOU 14.5%1 4.5% 
 14.5%  65% 35% 
 35% 100%
 

,OUN -
OU 21.0Y 13 % 13.1% - 47% - 537 53% 1W0% 

(+) From riar on Want, Tables IV and 17, p.2 4 . 
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The percentage of 
"free born" landowners of 
the falo varies
 
from 78% to 
100%.
 

The acquisition of alluvial banks 
for rainfed crops,

the fond6, is also 
in the hands of 
the noble atnd "free" classes,
 
although a recent change has 
come about with 
a slight increase
 
in the number of landowners in 
the "slave" classes, 
the komo,
 
who purchase plots for 
construction. (86)
 

The arid soils;. diriC, 
located several kilometers from the
 
river, are freely accessible for ownership by 
the "slave"
 
classes. 
 This distance 
(from the river) is 
the main criterion
 
determining who will 
have the privilege of cultivating the
 
soil.
 

This distribution of 
owners by soil 
type and consequently
 
by type of production provides 
an insight into the 
spatial
 
relations 
that are governed by the 
social relationships of
 
the Soninke. Village space, 
as well 
as land space. is organized

according to 
the -.ocial status of 
the group concerned. Nobles
 
are located in the 
center of 
the village, and the 
slaves are
 
at its periphery, In 
the fields, the proximity of the 
plots

is also determined by 
the spatial arrangement 
in the compound,

Traditionally, 
one does 
not have the freedom of choosing a
 
field, even 
within a prescribed plot of 
land. The individual
 
is enclosed within his 
social and spatial circle.
 

On top of this stratification, there is 
a distribution
 
between land owned by men 
and by wom'en, called the 
Salumo for
 
the man and the Yakharinte for the woman, the 
latter speciali
zing in growing rice and groundnuts.
 

(86) Ibid, p. 2 7.
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Although individuals are free to dispose of 
the crops
 

produced in their fields either by or
sale by barter, the head
 
of the household can 
always draw from the individual granaries
 
to satisfy the needs of the extended family* he is unable to do
 

this from communal lands.
 

Livestock raising is 
growing in economic importance among
 

the Soninkes, especially among the wealthy. This activity is
 

beginning to spread throughout the region. If some persons
 

owned 30--40 cattle before the drought, those same persons
 

might have 200 or more today. (87) This cannot compare with
 

the size of 
the Moor and Peulh herds (which can number as
 

many as 1,000 head of cattle) but for a society whose 
activi

fundamentally centered around the
ties are land, this interest
 

in economic diversification reflects 
a profound change in
 

social and economic values.
 

The attitude of the Soninkes, who are helped by emigrant
 

relatives working in 
France and elsewhere to purchase cattle,
 

is quite different 
from that of the Peulhs and the Moors,
 

who make no distinction between the livestock's economic
 

contribution and its value 
in terms of social prestige and
 

sentimentality.
 

C. Migration Among the Soninkes
 

One cannot speak of the 
Soninkes without speaking of
 

migration. For over a century, their 
life has been strongly
 

marked by it, and their emigrants have never broken their ties
 

with the village and family community. To do so is incon
ceivable and would be economicailly destructive 
to the group.
 

(87) Downs and Reyna. pp. 40-41.
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Despite a long tradition of Soninke migrant merchants through

out West Africa, a tradition which should have prompted them
 

to abandon their social constraints, it is precisely this
 

extreme social and familial control which forbids anyone the
 

moral possibility of ,,evi-ti'g socia-lly, ubie.;.s h accepts 

becoming a social outcast.
 

Today however., this migration movement has reached
 

dangerous proportions for this society, in which disputes,
 

however minor they may be, have begun to arise, especially
 

among the komo emigrants. (88) The 'Par on Want report presents
 

a table on the everyday activities of the ficids surveyed. (89)
 

Astonishingly, the 10-15 year.-old group is the largest, com

prising 60% of the work force, while there is only one person
 

in the 20--50 age group! It is certainly no cxagger.:, tion to 

state that aside from famine, a more distressing situation
 

cannot exist for a community. The entire responsibility of
 

supervising the fields ard the village is left in the hands o7 

persons over 50 years old, "... l'effet do production agricole 

est la charge d'enfants ot de veillards ... la p;nurie 

premidre de force de travail constituc le probl me mtaj cur pour 

le travail agricole et les projets de d~veloppement nu 

Guidimrkkha." (90) Hence, the tr,.ditional dynamism of the
 

Soninke will inevitably become totally noncizistcnt. A problem
 

of agricultural production stagnatiou1 arises, mirroring a
 

disquieting lethargy and rendering thit production m-irginal
 

in the local economy. A strong tendency to be supported by
 

the emigrants' earnings grows and consequently the need to
 

'(88) 	Countless are the incidents among the Soninke in the
 
hostels in which they live in France. The -,roblem of
 
Soninke migration will be delved into more deeply in
 
the study "Migration and Urbanization" under "'Social 
Changes."
 

(89) 	War on Want, Table III, p.38.
 

(90) 	"... agricultural production is left in the charge of 
children and old people ... this shortage in the labor 
force constituteas - major problem for far, labo: and the 
development of projects in the Guidimakhr. ' . i, p.39. 
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consume imported products begins to prevail. (91) The sharp
 

rise in purchasing power which has emerged in 
the past decade
 

since the drought has no connection whatsoever with the
 

potential and productivity of the region or the group.
 

The highly pronounced absence of active men in the region
 

will noticeably affect the role of the woman within the family
 

and the community. In its evaluation of rural development
 

in the Guidimakha, War on Tant has alread9 noted that for the
 

women "les operations entreprises dans un cadre collectif
 

ont conduit A un r6el sucres... par... la capacit6 de 
se
 

mobiliser et do s'organicrir autour de propositions techniques."
 

(92) 	 One of 
the reasons for their continued participation is
 

undoubtedly because they now have access most
to the fertile
 

soils, the fnlo, .hich were previously off limits t-o them.
 

Women, children and old men make up the agricultural
 

labor force, along with the salaried laborers 
paid by funds
 

received through emigration.
 

Traditinnally, the Guidimakha is 
the crossroads of
 

commercial trade between the north and 
the south. Due to
 

losses incurred by the drought and the drop in craftswork due
 

to migration, trade based on sale 
or barter has been drastical

ly reduced. Trade is becoming unilateral- with funds from
 

the emigrants, the investment of the communities seems to focus
 

mainly on livestock. It: is their bank!
 

(91) 	 Ibid , p.39.
 

(92) 	 "Operations undertaken in a communal setting halve been
 
highly successful .. by... their capacity to activate
 
and organize themsclves around technical recommenda

0
tions." War on War.t p. .
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Thus, 
the women's energics cannot suffice to support
 
a society which still 
considers itself 
to be rigidly struc
tured. One cannot, thereforc, help conclude with 
this some
what pessimistic quote 
on revitalizing the 
region-


Quelque soit la persistance d'une 
coherince fondamentale,

les villages du Guidimakha voyaient d'une mani~re 
g~n6rale

leur systbme de production agricole 6voluer dans 
le sons
d'un repli d'ensemble, marque par 
un resserrement 
de
1' 6 ventail de ses potentialit~s... 
et un retr~cissement
 
de son 
champ spatial dintervention... 
(93)
 

V. THE WOLOFS AND 
THE BAMBARAS
 

It was impossible for us to 
find written documentation on
 
the Wolofs and the 
Bambaras of Mauritania, two groups found
 
at both ends of 
the Senegal River, 
one to the west and the
 
other to east.
the They 
form small ethnic communities with
 
bonds to their original groups, especially the rPolofs. 
 None
theless, the Bambaras 
and Wolof are groups that miintain a
 
strong social and cultural identity living among 
the more
 
predominant ethnic 
groups 
and having established either 
trade
 
relations or matrimonial 
ties with them. Anthropological,
 
sociological and 
ethnic literature of Mauritania whispers 
not
 
a word about them. Therefore, it 
is only with extreme hesita
tion that we shall introduce the 
most general and traditional
 
traits of 
the Wolofs as described in 
another country, Senegal.
 
We have already observed earlier 
that nearly the same situation
 
exists for the Peulhs and 
the Soninkes, and 
the rare existing
 

(93) 'However persistent 
their basic coherence, the villages
 
of the Cuidimakha, generally speaking, 
saw their
 
system of agricultural production evolve toward 
an
overall recession, marked by 
a narrowing of the 
range

of its 
potentil ... and a shrinking of its spatial

field of activity." Ibid, p. 8 9.
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references to these latter two Mauritanian ethnic groups
 

reveal a situation:-different from that of the larger ethnic
 

groups from which they originate. (94) Here, therefore,
 

is an interesting topic for researchers. However, t is
 

worth insisting that serious sociological research specifical

ly focused on these groups should be undertaken within the
 

framework of the O!1VS projects and projects concerning
 

Mauritania if it is intended to integrate them in the develop

ment planned for their regions.
 

THE WOLOFS (95)
 

A. Brief Background and Economic Activities
 

As is the case everywhere in the Sahel, the traditional
 

political and social system of the Wolof is not only complex
 

but very formalistic. Throughout Islamization, colonization
 

and the independence movement, their organization has been
 

severely shaken. Yet, certain customs still hold, especially
 

in regards to social relations.
 

Originally, the Wolofs occupied a region north of
 

Senegal. But during the XIVth and XVth centuries, the Peulhs
 

pushed them back from thcir original location, the Fouta Toro,
 

towards a region farther west, and the Moors drove them south

ward into the region that they now occupy in Senegal, where
 

they established trading relations with Kayor, Band and Jolof.
 

(94) 	 We will not touch upon the Bambara, that small group
 

of some 1,100 persons in southeastern Mauritania,
 

since it appears that the Mauritanian groups, ex

slaves of the Soninkes are, according to Downs and
 

Reyna, fundamentally different from the Bambara of
 

Mali (see Paques) where the caste systems. age groups,
 

and centralization of powers typical of the Sahel pre

dominate. In Mauritania, we are told that the Bambaras 

are fiercely ogalitarian. This contrasts strongly with 

all the other cthnic groups in the country. 

(95) 	 Gamble, p.15.
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This constant movement of 
the Wolofs is reflected in
 
their oral traditions, in which countless 
tales relate their
 
migrations and conquests. This ilso explains why the Wolofs
 
are considered to be 
a mixture of Peulh, Toucoulcur, Serer,
 
Mandingo and Bambara... and why, according 
to Gamble, there is
 
a hesitation to support the claim that 
the Wolofs constitute an
 
ethnic group. (96) Stilly they have 
merged into a culturally
 
assimilated people and 
dynamic merchants, cultivators and owners
 
of livestock, which they leave 
in the care of the Peulhs.
 

In the rural community, 
the Wolof's primary activity is
 
agriculture. Moreover, in the northern region of 
the Senegal
 
River, the Wolofs of Mauritania are identified with 
the "Walo"
 
region, that part which 
is flooded by the river and which 
they
 
cultivate: 
they are called the Talo-Walo.
 

Contrary to the other ethnic groups, there is greater co
opration between the 
sexes although traditionally thcre existed
 
a division of labor on 
the land between men and women: the men 
grew millet and the women grew rice, as with the Soninkes. To
day, as elsewhere throughout Mauritania and 
Senegal, the salaried
 
work force plays a larger part in agricultural labor, especially
 
in the cultivation of groundnuts, 
the great wealth of the Wolofs.
 
It must be pointed out that 
this great weolth prevails in Senegal
 
and is only a secondary, though important crop for 
the Wolofs
 

in Mauritania. (97)
 

(96) Gamble, p.15.
 

(97) The reliRious movement 
of the Mouridcs in Senegal,

initially begun in 
the XIXth century by Amadou Bamba,
 
a Mauritanian Toucoulnur, formed 
socio-economic communi
ties which had an undeniable impact on Senegalese agri-,

culture. 
 However, these highly structured and disciplined

communities 
had no impact on Mauritania.
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The system of land tenure varies enormously from one
 

community to the next among the Wolofs, increlation to the 

population's level of stability and the demographic pressure 

on the land. In most of their communities, whoever clears the 

land has the right to cultivate it, and this right is respected 

until the l-qnd is deserted. In a community, the free born
 

and the chief of the village have first choice of the land.
 

The chief has full authority to settle any disputes over land
 

distribution. Next- are the other members of the community and
 

finally the strangers who divide the remaining fields among ther 

selves. In contrast, in highly populated cnmmunitic's, the free 

born control all arable land surrounding the village, while
 

those of slave origin are obliged to go deeper into the hush
 

to clear their fields.
 

Phat is the role of the tUolof today as riddlenan in the
 

monetized trading bettceon Mauritania and Sencgn!? Have the
 

Wolofs taken up the thread of this new type or is it still in
 

the hands nf the moro urbanized Volofs of Senegal? We cannot
 

say - or at least, litcraturc does not permit us to answer
 

our numerous questicvs.
 

B. Brief Descriptioni Political and Social Organization
 

At one time, ther, existed a noble class imong the Volofs, 

the gelowar, who dorin.ted the Wolof communities and whose 

leaders, the bur, were eiacted, like the Toucouleurs, frm 

among the elders, who had to belong to a specific lineage 

which changed according to the region. Each caste had an 

elected representative who served as intermediar:" between his 

caste and the leader and who could thereby be more powerful 

than the village chief, the damnl, who did not belong to this 

noble class. Hence, the power was controlled and strongly 
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centralized under the command of 
the bur. The women in each
 

cbieftancy also had a rapresentative, usually the mother of
 
the bur, who enjoycd certain privileges (for example: the
 

villagers answerable to the chieftancy cared for her fields)
 

and had the authority to settle prob'lems concerning women,
 

adul-tery, divorce, quarrels. etc.
 

The social organization of the Wolofs is characterized by
 

five basic elements (i) patriarchy and matriarchy exist 
and
 
vary according to the community (98) (ii) ap.-rt from a few
 

exceptions, endogomy dominites in 
all social classes!
 

(iii) men enjoy great mobility and are free to chose their
 

place of residence-
 (iv) age groups, unlike tho Soninkes.,
 

Banbaras and Toucouleurs. are not of the least importance
 

,nd; (v) the social stratification, so strict in the rural
 
area, does not seem to exist in the urban towns.
 

Certainly social stratification among the 1'!olofs has 

undergone greater changes and more adaptations than anong the 
other ethnic groups in Scnegal and Mauritania, but thcre are 
still three distinct groups typical to the region? the gor 

(the free born) the Nenyo (the professional cantcs) -and the 

jam (slaves and freed slaves). 

This short report, which has provided a superficial
 

analysis 
of the Wolofs and is silent about the Bambarns, reveals
 

the extremely deplorable lack of interest in these ethnic groups.
 
resulting in a total absencc of documentation on the subject.
 

(98) 	 However, Gamble, p.44, does not explain t'- reason for
 
this differentiation nor the criteria governing these
 
kinship ties.
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V. CONCLUSION
 

A quick perusal of this report can only accentuate the
 

enormous gaps in information on the various Black African
 

ethnic g.-oups of Mauritania, both from the historical as
 

well as sociological viewpoints. However, this analysis
 

presents the essence of nvnila'tle documentation and again ex

poses the lack of information. As we have attcmpted to ex

plain th.roughout these pages, we have not claimcd to have gone
 

to the heart of the subject matter or nresented a detailed
 

analysis of the data.
 

We have pointed out the wide gaps in the role of women,
 

whether in traditional life or in the rapid, perturbing process
 

of socio-economic change. Rare are the references made to
 

inter-ethnic relations although they are very ancient in this
 

country, to the rich and animated history or to the highly
 

mobile populations. The social organization of the ethnic
 

groups, except for the most important, the Moors and the
 

Touceulcurs, has scarcely been touched upon in detail. The
 

attempts made by professional groups, members of castes" in
 

all the social systems for irntegrhtion in national and iocal
 

economies have not been analyzed. The roles of socialization
 

and traditional and modern education are almost never
 

considered. The countless' questions which wa have been justly
 

asking ourselves cannot be answered, in lipht of the present
 

state of Mauritanian sociological research. Hence, we cae
 

only insist on the importance of pursuing original sociological
 

analyses based on solid field experience.
 

Traditional wars. colonialism, independence, droughts,
 

migration and the rural exodus followed by sedentarization of
 

the masses have all mixed the ethnic groups together arid left
 

each with a characteristic different from their brothers on tlie
 

other side of the Senegal Rive'r. In fact, whether Toucoulrur,
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Peulh,Soninke, Wolof or Bambara. each of these gro.ps has
 
diverse origins, and the Senegal Rivcr has become the 
common
 
bond between them 
on both banks of the river. Nonetheless,
 
one socio-economic peculiarity distinguihes thew from the
 
original ethnic groups 
 the contact between 
the river-dwelliug
 
Moors and Blacks through wars or through their mutual support
 
against 
a common enemy. For better or for wnrse 
 they have
 
found themselves 
"' la fois associs dens 
la soumission ou In
 
resistance nu 
mame joug, et rivaux dans la 
mme course aux
 
memes avantages offerts par la colonisation puis la decoloniali

sation." (99)
 

The difficulty of making generalizati-ns about these 
popula
tions is 
due to the great differences which exist riot 
only be-
tween 
them but even within tLe same 
ethnic group living in the
 
various regions. Nevertheless, there some
are similarities in
 
their social. structures and 
their econimic and vocational activi
ties. All of 
the ethnic groups., aside from the Bambarms of
 
Mauritania perhaps, about whom too 
little is known, hnve a
 
highly hierarchical social 
structure deeply rooted 
in their
 
socio-economic and political 
habits. The 
social stratification
 
of nobles, free born, castes and slaves 
is a litrotif which
 
runs through these 
ethnic groups. To varying degrees, all
 
are experiencing social changes which provoke internal changes
 
In domestic and grcup relationships. Today all have t':o
 
dominant activities which have been either upset or 
revrluated
 

(99) 
 ... to be both partners when 
 under or rebelling

against 
the same yoke and simultaneously rivals 
in the
 
race for the 
rewards offered by colonization and then by
decolonialization." 
 De Chassey, 1978, p.101.
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by the drought of the 707s- .griculture and livestock raising.
 

However, trade is growing in importance, facilitated by a con

sumer economy.
 

Like the Arnb Bedouins and the Eskimos of Alaska. peasants 

of all these ethnic groups usc various terms to express nuances 

in their "'raw material": the camel for the Arab, svow for 

the Eskimo, aid soil for river dwellers. The variety of terms 

for arable or uncultivatable soil provides insight into the
 

sociological and economic importance of each of these types
 

to the group. ilencc, the Toucouleurs have nine terms to 

describe their fertile soils, the walo and five for their arid
 

soils, the dieri. (100) We have s_ en that the Soninkes determine 

a person's social position and kinship in relation to his pre-

scribed occupation in a certain type of field. 

In all of the echnic groups mentioned, the habitat and
 

therefore kinship is the basic unit, whether 
or not it represents
 

the extended or immediate family...
 

Drought, migration and a market economy have deeply
 

infleunced the way of life of 
the ethnic groups of northern
 

and southern Mauritania,. and the outcome these events
of has not
 

yet really been grasped. It is thus indispensable that, even
 

before establishing a constructive development approach which
 

would touch the most intimate part of the populations - their
 

traditional, 
acc omic, social, political and eating attitudes
 

an 
effort should ' made to harness this process which leads 

from tradition to change, the lttr capable of being negative 

and positive at the same time. 

(100) See 0. Ba. pp. 9-10.
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Thus, in our upcoming studies on Social Changes in
 

Mauritania, we shall introduce three aspects which in 
our
 

opinion are the determining factors in the near and long

term future of all ethnic groupsi (i) the Future of
 

Pastoralism, (ii) the Social Orgnnization of Agricultural
 

Production and 
(iii) Migration and Urbanization in Mauritania.
 

A study on Land Tenure will be incorporated into the second
 

study.
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