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SYLNTHESIS. 

0 F S 0 C I 0 L 0 (1 I C A L, S T U D I E S 

Introduction
 

The studies undertaken by the sociological unit 

were divided into two sections as defined by the terms 

of reference of the RAIS Project: Sociolorrical Profiles 

and Studies in Social Change. All the studies' had one 

goal , to present an overall picture, from a historical
 

and a contemporary perspective, of the extremely complex 

Mauritanian society., as a means of urderstanding the 

social factors both positive and ne :?ative - of particu

lar interest to the present as well as to the long term 

process of development in the country. 

It is important to note from the outset thE two 

major constraints placed on the sociological team, besides 

time and lack of researchers in relation to the goals set 

within the :init 

(1) 	The lack of' available research, particularlyof
 

modern-day ilauritania., greatly limited the possibili-. 

ties of indo'pth analysis and thus much time was 

spent gatherin. necessary primary data for all studies 

(2) 	 Much time was spent in synthesizing( widely scattered 

information necessary for the sociolorical profiles 

taking away time from easential fP1ldwork. A basic 

error in the torms of reference was the iiisistence of 

studies IJtwSocinlogicalrP,1-ofiles which could have been 

mOre:".Profitably integrated'in the second part of the 

Ntsearch, "Social Change", thereby allcwing .more time, 

.I'dt' and depth in fieldwork analysis,
 



Nonetheless,. the unit has maintained its goals of 

presenting all maior sectors of activities., pastoralism,
 

agriculture, commerce and their related prob.lm, as
 
practised by the major ethnic groups oors , Toucouleurs, 

Peulhs. Wolof, Soninke -.i,ost concerned by these activities. 

Two basic oremises guided the research of the socio

logical unit., On the one hand) the need to identify the 

specific forms: of the historical evolution of the country 

and its peoples and, on the other hand, the need to 

understand the mochanisms or changes particular to, each 

oL the ethhiic groups, as a consequence of the historical 

and developmental processes that have taken place in the
 

country.
 

The historical evolution pertinent to Mauritania
 

required such an exploratory procedure. Two examples will 

highlight such a necessity: 

(1) As part cf the Sahelian context, Mauritania was also 

part nf the gene-ral colonial system. typical to the 

re~icn for over a century and until the 196o's, That 

colonial system had, moreover, its own particularities
 

for it was fundamentally clifforrnt from that which 

was applied on the West. African Coast. Whereas the 

do-ve loment r,.f the individual. ownership off land was 

instituted frr the Plantation economies of cocoa, and 

coffee dire cteo f,'r export in Oh-"na anc the Ivory 

Coast. for instace, no such deve;lopment existed in 

the Sahelian countries, and in narticular Mauritania, 

and no similar :technica.l arictyltiural improvemnents 

were jntroduecedo Sta-gnation (%f agricultural production.. 
was further rei-nfcrcedby an ver- grwin rural exodus 

(rcinforecod alsc by. evel..increasinr,-. monetary needs) and 

W a s exacerberatod by the drought o. 1968 against 

which the populations had lost the traditional rosi-
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lience of adaptation known to them during previous
 

droughts.
 

(2) The national space Qf Mauritania inhabited by 

ethnic groups which originally migrated from neigh

boring countries - tchz shape through its particular 

historical evolution of traditional migration and 

sedentarization, of conquests and razzias of power 

tensions and defeats. Its final geopolitical contours 

were molded by the time cf independence. But it also 

gave its ponulations characteristics different from 

their brethern ethnic groups in Mali. Senegal and 

Morocco. 

The mechanisms of sgc~al change and various impacts
 

and the sociological studies were aimed at three levels
 

of analysis
 

(a) 	changes in the social relationships within each ethnic
 

group ?
 

(b) divergent impacts as reflected in each of the ethnic
 

groups and as affecting production systems: and
 

(c) similarities in the impact of change relevant to all
 

the ethnic groups.
 

For 	examnle:
 

(1) Changes due to the drught of 1968 were first reflected
 

in a mass migration movemont within and outside of the
 

country. increasing various kinds of tensions between
 

the social classec of each ethnic grcup. This created
 

a greanter awarernvas of new socipl and political rights
 

paricularly amnng thb servile classes of each ef the
 

groups. 

(2) The consequences rf a galoping demgraphy and an anarchic 

migration have created prcssures on a land become less 

and less amenable to cultivaticn and pasturage. Social 



relationships within the systems of prvductions . 

livestock and agriculture - particular to all the 

ethnic groups are going through majcr srcial mutations. 

An all a~oects, women are qcquiring a new economic 

dimension. 

(3) 	 Tenacity of traditions Vary from gr.up to grcup, and 

are a reflection of the internal power structure.of 

the patriarchal organization within each group. 

Whereby the Soninke society porpetatos its social 

structure for a greater control of its economic and 

productiv, syrtoms, thu power structure of the Moor's 

and Touc-ulcurs has bcon. it different levels, far 

more sericusly weakened as a reuit cf the impact of 

migration and sedentarization. 

(4) 	 In all the societies concerned, the economic evolution 

of the merchant classes has led to greater speculative 

tendenci.s, perpetuating and increasing an already 

begun pattern of consumption behavior during the 

colonial era. This trend has various consequences 

on the various systems of production an which the 

development process of each group, hence the entire 

country, must be based. 

A final word must be said ab-ut the methodclogical 

approach adopted by the Sociological Unit. The method has 

been anthropological., that is, rather than the use of 

fixed questionnaires to be filled by various interviewerg. 

direct observ.tion and intorviewinr of individuals or 

groups by one or two trained researchers in the field 

were undertaken. This led to numerous fieldtrips to rural 

and urban areas. The approach was decided upon for two 

majr reasons! 

http:structure.of


(1) The lack or fragility of available normative and
 

quantitative data necessary for the definition of 

fixed questionnaires. 

convincing ,ore 

.allowed through the anthropological approach in 

acquiring an understanding n-f the neds, values and 

structural mechanisms of soc:i al chanre. This f-ar 

more complox and far mere rigourous and.disciplined 

method makes it pssible. however, for the researcher 

to convey a glchal vision of the society within which 

a variety of social fict ils diver.:ent and interrelated. 

must be simultaneously ccmprehended. 

(2) The more and appropriate technique 

A series -f qubstions precede the presentation of 

the section nn Soial Change, We aim to hiphlight in 

this way, the most pertinent social factors affecting the 

process of development as well as the impact which deve. 

lepment, as presently conceived, has had on the society
 

as a whole. 



SOCIOLOGICAL PROFILES
 

Introduction
 

The goal of 	these two reports The Moors arid Black 

° African Miauritania was toI prc-scnt .a socio.historical. 

descrintion -,f the various ethnic rlups within the Nauri 

tanian nation, They were based nn av:Jliab]e and accessible 

documentation in iMauritania. A rapid survey of the liter 

ture auickly indicated thz heightened importance given to 

historical and geOgraphic,±research especially in relation 

to the Mnors (sce bibliography of Study), at the expense of both 

,aualitative 	 and quantitative secio cn.emic research. 
o.
Indeed. two of the standard analyse. ,n the current evo

lution of the ?1'ors and the P,eulhs .. aurit q nia were 

done by two googrraphers. Toupet and Hervoueto 

While the M-,..-rs co,uld trace their o-ririn to arabo

berber tribes -of,Mrecco and the Black African groups to 

ethnic groups Senegal tali., did facilitatein and this not 

thr. task of delving in-o th(. abundant anthr-,poloical and 

sociological literature of all these rgroups in these three 

different ccuntrj., s. From their earliest rgratins 

sedentarizations, crnqucsts and losses exchanges 1nd 

commercial cnr.eavrs, as wel as because of their very 
particular ge...p'litical and ( .o].ica. characteristics 

the different social 7roupings of N.Iauritonia acquired 

particularities -listinctive from their grups of origin. 

For the Beidane o(rs. the expanse -C unlivable desert 

was overcTme by astute commercial inLi:tves and by a 

mode of life - noiaodism molded by the rigeurous climatic cn

ditions whiah, nevertheless, histr)rically never isolated 

them from either thcir northern cr sou.thern neighbnrs, For 

the .ack African auritanians. the Senegal. River, a natura. 



divisicn with the neighboring countrio2 acted as an 

umbilical cord, n hyphen between themselves and their 

origius, a link still maintained in spite of the 

political imposition of a frontiev; The artificial 

separation is still incomprehensible to cultivators 

and nomads nlika, 

Mauritania has two outstandinF characteristics., 

one historical, the other social, rendering it a unique 

example in Africa ard distinguishin.n: it from the other
 

Sahielian countries. Mauritania was a conquered territory
 

and it was only after 80 years of a "politics of pacifi..
 

cation" -,1150 to 1933 -.that the French were finally
 

able to impose themselves as a colonial power, Even 

then, Mauritania became a colony without an autonomous 

colonial administration, The French powers administered 

their Mauritanian subjects from outside of the Mauritanian 

territory -. from Saint-Louir 

The social particularity of rauritinia is in its 

"ethnic composition accentuating the split between the 

North and the South .-- those with affinities to the arabo

berber culture of the Iaghrcb and those with a cultural 

and social relity linkinF them to the Sah lian cultures, 

Yet, two factors unite the five major groups - the Moors. 

the Toucouleurs, Peulhs. Sc.ninko and Wlof, Nobility and 

migration are the essence of their particu].ar historic. 

cultural and ecnonmc ovolution, forcin:- them into 

constant contact thrugh both Partnership and enmity. 

Moreover. Tslaw was an overridin.. factor in creating 

links between them and was not certainly the most unifying 

impulse in the historical, evolution of the secioety as 

as whole, The very lnnF history of qauritania, particularly 

in its moder"n c.n,text, cannot bc comprehended but threugh 

the intertwininV .spects of these two socio .olitical 

factors ! waves of migration and settleent and within 

http:particu].ar
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each of these the evolution of a religion of immense
 

socio-cultural, economic and politi .al dimensicns. 

Yet, a third aspect should h re be added for in
 

spite of the profound differences in the social workings
 

of each group, a strikin similarity molds them into 

the Sahelian socio-political context,a highly formalized 

social and political structure is expresscd in a socina 

hierarchy of nobles, marabouts. artisan castes and 

servile classes each of which is strictlyj controlled 

within each group by a set of well defined social, 

political and economic relationships. 



THE COORS 

The destiny of Nauritania has been set since the 

earliest of times, as far back as the paleolithic era 

when, even then., the Mauritanian Sahara appeared as the 

ethnic frontier between whites and blacks, It may well 

be that the latter became the first vassals and servile 

classes of the ccnquerinp Berbers from the Nrth. These 

migrant Berbers, through the large-.scale off nsiv' of 

the Almoravid movement in the llth century contributed 

towards the definitive introduction of' Islar in the entire 

area. The first part of this report brushed over the 

extremely complex and stormy historical evolution cf the 

country, with the conquests and triumphs of the Arab 

tribes of B1!,aW.ssan from which the warrior social class 

of the Hassani ( the noble Beidane) originate. It briefly 

dealt with the emerqence of the emirats - Trarza Brakna, 

Adrar , . .- and their coalltinn as well as dissolutions. 

The imnortance of these historical events lies in the 

fact th.qt they had a profound impact nn the migration 

movements of all the reions as well as on the commercial 

evolution of the country later itself profoundly affected 

by the slew process ou colonizatien. The centralisatio,n 

of pnwer brought in by the French cr].cnial administration 

had an irreversible inpact nn the economic and social 

structures of the iorrs' way of life affectinE the cycles 

of nomadism the patterns "-fpasturaoqe the increase of 

large herds, contr!iutin' to desertificati:n. It changed 

the M.ors concapt £f space an, frontiers created new 

centres ,f power, new c .mmercial clients a new dependency 

on a system of mnctarizaticn and new ccnsumpticn Patterhs. 

The study nf. the ec.ncmic nrccss of production 

within the Moorish society, and particularly as it related 

to their main resourcG, livestock, hirhlihtcd the progressive 
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and generalized deterio-ration of the traditional mode
 

of production tro the beriefit of an ever. increasing 

deminatinn cf a market economy, 

Not one aspect of the nolmadic way of life is not 

affected by its livestock, and in the case of the Plocrs. 

their camels, The close prcximity cf man and animal -is 

expressed in all aspects -f the Rocietyzs economic, social 

and cultural activitirs. Indoed, th, ,-.inal tech

niques of pastcralism express the close links between 

the or and his herd -f cmmels, Thesc herds have remained. 

through changing timos, th; frequent mcth,,',d of savings 

fj.r thc. family, Bgrinning- with crlonialism and exacerb.. 

rated by the drcught '-f 1968. however, the ostentatie:us 

and speculative trends (,ncr.uraFcd by a market economy 

have shaken the c.ncepts -f herding as traditicnally 

conceived within a self.-.rcrpetuating and self..sufficient 

systm f' livesteck ,production once adaptd to harsh 

climatic c:-nditi ns, 

Besides camel herding which shaped a nomadic mode 

of life for part of the iT-oorish society, oasis small 

dam irrig-ation and recession agriculture are another 

important set of activities of a major part of that 

society, the servile class of haratine. The study 

focuses upon the social evolution of these three types 

of agricultural pratices an evolution be,-un with the 

first years of col.onialism-, and accentuated by the
 

social, economic and ecolog.cal events o" the past few 

years, Sedentarizsation and miration towards the southern 

rerion, by Noors particularly by the haratine had 

already begun durinr colonial times, The orotection the 

colonial administration lent to this social class indeed 

encouraged the m(ovment towards a. break with the ties of 

dependency and servility and the creation oC.numerous 

independent villages of haratine, It is during these times 



that their first claims to land ownership appeared. 

Today the Beidane have also migrated en masse since the 

drought, seriously reversing tho population trends, seden

barized today outnumbering nomadic peoles, Moreover, 

the exodus of the servile classes created a gap in the 

labor force which pushed many a Beidane to cultivate the 

land himself and turned many a haratine -into salaried 

laborers.
 

The mode of life of the Moors, centered around 

pastoralism and nomadism. has been irreversibly affected. 

Since the 1970's massive sedentarizotion and rural exodus 

further changed the concept of snace for tfe, nomad, so 

important in his daily relationships and work conditions. 

The upheaval was far more drastic for the 'Noors than for 

the river people for it affected their habitat, their 

food consumption their marriage natterns their hygiene 

their forms of production and commercial exchange, their 

fundamental attitude towards mcbi.lit. All of the social 

classes were affected. by these sudden changes. yet one 

class became the most stable and, indeed may have gained 

from the process the marahout class which is synonymous 

with the merchant class, 

The climatic catastrophe of the past ten years was 

the catalyst for the final imbalance of th- traditional 

internal equilib 'i.. within the Hoorish socicty. The most 

positive factor may well have been the push towards the 

freeing, even at the expense of greater pauerisation, 

cf the most dr.p.endent and servile cJ.as.sr.s the Zenaga. th

haratine and labid,
 

This study has attempted to distinguish clearly 

between the state of non-,.J*evelopmont of' the M4oors' society 

versus its presen nt state of underdevslopr<:nt. This situa.. 

tion cannot be seen as having resultedc1 only from the drought; 

ol because of the lack of development and initiatives of 
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the Moors. Rather, it was created by the brutal change 

of economic and political forces, introduced as far 

back as the 18th century, through the market economy 

supported by the colonial system, and perpetuated under 

present conditions of increasing economic dependencies 

as well as climatic disasters.
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BLACK AFRICANI MAURITANIA
 

The four major ethnic groups of' the Mauritanian
 

bank of the Senegal River were described in their his..

toric and social context,
 

The brief historical descrSrtion aimed at explaining
 

the makings of these societies in their process of per-.
 

petual change while also attempting to bring out the 

interpenetration of the Moors with these southern popu-. 

lations. Already in the early part or the 1fth century, 

commercial contacts between Moors and Toucouleurs had
 

begun. The mechanisms of economic exchanges, of political 

alliances and terissi ons of wars intensified especially 

between the tipper strata of both societies, that is the 

emirs and maraboutz of the Moors and the powerful clans 

of the Toucouleurs. These alliances evolved for the 

comrIon purpose of nreserving the economic and political 

privileges of these classes in opr)osilir)n to demands 

placed by tributariies, r.litical dependents and colonial 

powers. Various .L:vels of rivalries often linked Moors with 

Toucouleurs, overcoming their power struggle in the 

unity against corio.n threats, 

Tt was ir the middle .of the 19th century that 

French colonial rclicy took a decisive turn ss a reaction 

to the economic strength both fIocrs an(1 Black leaders 

were imposing, not only on their own ponulations but also 

on the rich foreign nerchants -f Saint-,Louis. That colonial 

pol.icy took 80 >,srs to thr 1930!s t- roach its ultimate 

goal of "paci..f caticn' and ccl-r.sation of the country 

i.eve rtlo less in lq25 a ctematic policy of import 

ation r.f cnmmercial goods began 'o.nfft'ct the ecrnomic and 

social patterns (-:f all the social classes ;f the different 

ethnic groups. Local pjroauction -f' all sorts diminished 
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drastically and no attempts were made to fill the gap of 

needs except throu7h imprts. A vidrus circle of an 

irrevarsible treno settled' the need to buy for con.

sumption forced the search for paid labor. leading to rural. 

exodus and the abandonment of cultivation. The search 

for 	means to pay taxes newly imposcd by the colonial 

Dowers, the need to pay for food for family subsistence 
e..tc.o all led twards the weakening of the traditional 

economy without the counter balancing action to stabi

lize Ti render -)roductirn more profitable. The society 

remains fundamentally traditional and conservative in its 

mode of life while Isining its nroductivo impetus. 

Fcur major asp)ects reflect the imnact felt by all 

these ethnic rCrups as a result cf the colonial system: 

(1) 	 The politica. ,rganization of the Toucouleurs was
 

deeply unsettled toward,- the end of the 19th century
 

and a great majority of the nobles, the 'Elected
 

Nobles", saw their lands confiscated for insubordina

ticn.
 

(2) 	 Slavery was abolished in 1905 settin,- into motion a migra

tory movement of a large sector of the servile classes.
 

(3) 	 The iacification policy put an end to inte.rtribal 

wars and raids allowing a .u.l4.a.ncrease 

herds but al, .-ncurarinr sedontarJ,ation. Thas 

began the ,r desertification in areas notdress 


amenable to large herds nor arg.z settlments,
 

(B) 	 Colonial taxes as mentioned ab,-vo. creatod a new 

need fr salari,:c .:ibo-r thus of rural exodus. 

The intensifiLcaticn of this cumulative and inter. 

twined sories of irn]acts becomes ,)!m -aront over the last 

twenty years and particbrly sincr. the. drought of 19(,9 
which. in 1980 still persists carryinFg dovastation for 
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.
humans, herds and agriculture alike
 

(1) 	 An anarchic and abrupt uprooting of masses of the
 

population to the urban areas created a dependency
 

with which the traditional modes of production were 

unable to adjust.
 

(2) The new needs created by the urban or new settings
 

found no solutions within the traditional context.
 

(3) 	 The rural exodus seriously affected the availability 

of agricultural labor along the river.
 

(?4)' 	 A nei- form of s: cial amd economic parasitism, without
 

the traditional system of support, was forced: upon the new
 

urban social classes, often creating new social(parti-

cularly family) tensions.
 

It 	 ":& extrenely di'ficult to generalize about the 

populations living along the Seneg-al River., not only because 

of the differences existino between each ethnic group but 

also within each r,.r:up living in different regions. The 

Peulhs are a good example of such a case (differences 

between the Peulhs Walc and ?culabes, for instance), but 

the 	 same could als:: )e said about the Soninke (of Giidimakha 

and 	 Kaedi) and the Woof., though less so with the Toucouleurs. 

Yet, resemblances c].? exist in the social and econ.rnic 

structures of all these grouns al molded by social hierar.

chics which dcoc.)ly affect their economic and political 

structures ' all. ,re -re.cstntly going through profnund social 

changocs which affoct individual and group relationships at 

all 	levels, All ;ractised a major traditional activity of 
crucial imnrrtancc; af-r.culture and cattle herding - which 

the 	 drcught brutally '.put to a test eithcer heiphtening the 

value (cattle) -r dovaluatinr, it (a,-ricultural labor, though cven 

unlirrigated land acqU.red value with the hope of irri.. 

gation). Conmerce however, was the most consistent activity 
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to flourish, especially as a consequence of the drought.
 

Traditionntjly. land is central to all politial, 

social and economic power of each of the ethnic groups 

discussed. Indeed:, ainong the Soninke. we hc've seen 

that the srcial hierarchy of the individual determines 

the very nosition he .:ccupius in a fi-ild and on a tyne of 

soil prescribed by the -roup. Moreover. all the groups 

define their habita.t as bein-, the center (-f their social 
ka) frc.m which emanAes a 

unit (the:galle the foyre, the 

whole system :,f conomic and f£_unily relationships° 

The drought, migration a changing economic system.., all 

h. a v e had an irrxeversible impact on the different ways 

of' life of Mauritania, north and south. The consequences 

of those chang:es are yet to be fully comprehended, This 

leads us to conclu.,e that no devolopment process can be 

construc tively defined without serious!?T understanding 

that which most nrofoundly affects all these populations 

their habits, their social mechanisms., their Zttitudcs, 

their nc- ds.
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II. STUDIES IN SOCIAL CHANGES 

INTRODUCTION 

SYNTHESIS OF QUESTIONS RAISED
 

The socioloCica.l unit does not pretend, in the time 

allotted for its studies to have covered all the themes 

or answered all the questions necessary' for an understand.. 

i-n!" of Mauritania's cormiplex reality,, In effect- its 

ultimate hope was to touch upon a multiplicity of factors 

with the gcal of rsin,- pertinent questinns relevant to 

problems r:f development and to the very mechanisms which 

allow such a nrocess tc take sha_ , fhc studies are to 

serve as ,. s ,ringboard for furth, , wel]defined research 

in hopes of reach-InC more rrofoundly the needs of a popu.. 

lation in constant search of an eqcuilibrium between its 
,resource and its producticn sy,tem, that is:, its very 

survival.
 

A basic p remise is set and emanates from all t~ie 

studies .o development -- whether rural, urban, in, us-

trial • can takc rlace without being nreceded or acgom. 

panied by institutienal changes and institutional suppbrt 
to, ensure the ;uccess of the -r(r-am. Mrrcover, a conditio,n 

for this succ;ss is that th : pr..r.,ram bc understood and 

aunr-oved by th )eple most corcern,,d, those., in fact 

who must imnleemrt arl( put int;,, aeti ,n t-- directives 

of chanre ,,rlri oh could hcefullv lead to a rational dove

lr!pment, For th coiceotua.izatien cC such development. 

the va]ues and r,,als , the ,eopJ.o must b integrated in 

the nlanning rrCe s T- undersl:.and these values, the 

,h,-,uptLV( well as cohes ivc elements of 

change must he understocd,. 



Of the numerous questions raised in our series of 

studies, four will be briefly discussed within the context 

of Studies in Social Change as a means not only of 

synthesizing the various interrellted elements in the 

studies but also of highlighting fundamental problems 

of change felt to be essential to the future of development 

in Mauritania 

(i) Social relationships. fin the land tenTre systle n : Whdt 
are the factors of perpetuation and changes as a 
result of the evoluti,"n ,..f traditional forms of de. 
pendency and new forms n! labor organization and the 
impact of the drau'ht on production ? 

Land ownership, everywhere in 'auritania, i& based 

ciginally cn the extent of power a tribe or a clan was 

able to! acquire thrrugh conquest, usurpation, imposition 

and dependencies of others, The maintenance of the power 

structure and pressure of the gr,;up depended on the '" 

maintenancc of thbt ;,ati2l entity - the land, The very 

ineaninC of the social crganization of each of the ethnic 

group emanated fr-"m th'e interrelated dichotomy of owner-: 

shin versus the organization of labor around that land. 

Relationshija of dependencies and servility develnped 

within an xoorall system of strictly conceived and per

petuated social hirarchies. Ownership was.therefore 

synny!m. us ..Wi th poll. ti cl1.power..bat . lso ackn.wledged.. 

materia.1y .throah..the imposition of tithes.-and ob.t.-. 

.ti~nrs., n thqnr cultivatinr the land.n.n th.e.basis o,.-. 

.uufr.uit rights - slavs. haratinc zenages, 

The,,yswe., has.. nat Vet. brokr' rmwn.-t-ha- bee-. 

profrundly shaken by varmius-eolonts.whse, seurce-can. 

be traced to the very berinnings of th- colonial past 

and the "duble dependency systam it led to dependncy 

on an extcrior market whse real ,riccs nre maintained 

and on a local market where local production is highly 

http:materia.1y
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devalued 1.,.Tday,two factors, hcwever, have served as a 

catalyst of change and mutations within the orgranization 

of prnduction which traditionally supnrted that system

the drou:';ht and miration. 

The wave of migration had already set in as far back
 

as the 1940's as, a result of the dro.ught and the interna,

tional crisis, and had especially centered around the
 

dependents and the har'atine of the i'oors, But it also 

touched all the other ethnic groups, The search for sala. 

ried labor bD:eg-an to be widespread and,, in effect. led 
to the liberatin of. the labor f-.,rc, in --eneral, However. 

the land tenure system and its atavistic organization
 

based on dependency has not been nr:-)foundly touched. It is 

the drought of the 1970's that created the first deen 

crack in the long established relationshins, The very 

need for cash to survive f-rces all. levels of dependents 

as well as mnsters to go:uclsewhere, As a result. a7ricul

tural labor berins to be renumer-i.tcd and salaries change 
the rclati-mshin between o wner and cultivator ,f the land, 

Tn no way should it be imnled that depcendencies dis. 

appear for they are nevertheless maintained, even at a 

distanceo through the ,)ld but weakening system of payments 
of tithes by slaves and ex-slaves to their masters, A 

declaration )n July 5, 1980 reitor:?tes the gevernmentfs 

ill t) abolish this system of dcependency and indeed may 

help [,.ive th. necessary impulse for a final break of 

the enslavement and denendency .r,-,blem;s. 

MiFration and drourgt :na v be the catalyst of general 
chang;e but. irriation and tensions the latter resultin,

around prorcrty rights.. ramatized the degreo of changes 

that had taken a lanc-. Irrigatir+n pr,.-Jects ma,, well have 
been initiated before the drought but they.r ,egan to extend 
over the ?'auritninian h'ank of the Sone : ,l Rvcr in the -id 

seventies. 'They inst it t ted a new though not alien, conco r; 
of indivicualied l-.nd ownership -;ften at the exn.ense of 
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communal property. This set into action a new level of 

tensions within the system of' nrcclucticn- a friction. if. 

not an oppositi..,ri between owners and non.ownors cf ].and, 

Is the land to be owned only by those who cultivate it? 

And how will the traditional owners accept this loss of 

power? What about the new cultivators or herders.. such as 

the Peulh who have become agriculturists? Numerous 

examples cf which the Gorgol project and the forthcoming 

project cof the Black Qorgol at Mi'bout arc cases in point 

express not only the seriousness but also the difficulty 

of the problems raised. 

This leads us to a final point on which the whole
 

success of production and of arricultural development 

rests : thu reed for a land reform system eaningful to the 

Mauritaniain context, Three constraints should be immediately 

f,ormulated and taken .nto consideration by those most 

resnonsible to findi.nf- solutions the policy makers" 

(a) 	 Exproriat.ion cannot be enforced without co pensation. 

(b) 	 The limited land available today for irrigation (for 

lonr -term plans cannot satis..' the peasants t 'immediate 

S:.'.needs 	 of survival) renders a unilater-il individualiza

tion -f owncrsh1p unrofitable to a community used to 

communal ro)roperty rir-hts: narc.s abe too smali; mar

keting -)f -.o)ducts too erratic., etc. 

(c) 	 Inheritance rirhts (n newly distributed land must be 

ensured r:;vid In:< a sense of continuity and needed 

encourioome'nt for nrofi tble invDstments on the land, 

Both livestock and arriculture are -ld traditions 

in Nauritanio but in hcth sectors the ()ansproductionof 

have remained archaic. Iiiiever, chanr,.,s in the means of 

production in attitudes habits and concents have suddenly 

sprung< un rn herders and reasants alike who are told that 

http:findi.nf


it is no longer adequate to serve only for autoo-consump, 

tion but also for surplus to be sold. Government ini

tiatives are taken outside of the realm of understanding
 

and conceptualization of the peasant (and hardly anything
 

has been done done-for the herder). Tools and machines arc
 

given, even if elbentary for some: yet they are new to
 

the peasants and awkward to adjust to. The expenses and
 

maintenances needed for these tools are foreign to their 

understanding f a personal budget. The support, bbserva-

tion, popularization through education which are despe

rately needed do not exist. It is not difficult. therefore, 

to imagine that social constraints develop and slow the 

development process for a more elementary step must first 

be acted upon : the persuasion and adherence of the 

peasants to that very process. 

+ . + + 

(2) Difficulties of profitable productivity in the private
 
and public sector of rural development (agriculture
 
and livastock) and the impact of techrncal changes
 
on pm',duction,
 

It is net possible to relate the impact of develop,

ment of these east few years to problems ,nly caused by 

the drcupht thus affecting productivity. The beginnings 

of national development in Mauritania had already taken 

shape in the 196 0's in the form of an emphasis 'placed
 

on the modern sector at the .expense of the rural sector. 

A World Bank report of 1971 raise3 the problem that the 

highly capital intensive projects then led to a great deal 

of money being spcnt with few results achieved, none of which 

affected the bulk of the rural population. It added "In part,. 
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the planners did not 'know enough about the ecological 

possibilities of traditional livestock and crop agriculture 

and, in part, they placed excessive reliance on the stimu, 

lative effects of infrastructure investments ," 

Thus, by the time the drought unlatched its disrup

the rural sector found itself practicallytive mechanisms, 

dispossessed unable to pursue its traditional system of 

production ! it forced people., especially the active popu. 

lation, away from agricultural labor7 a massive migration 

limited tQe numbers of hands available and, as a result,, 

puttin. aside the constraints dun to climate,, a limited 

production prevailed. New rural development prujects. 

centered en irrigation, were ambiguous and unadapted to 

a pcpulaticn generally conservative and limited in its 

technical know-how, 

Unresolved land ownership claims arose in irrigation 

projects and many a potentailly cultivable land remained 

dry. 1"lreover, an important consequence of migration was 

the dsintearation of the family unit (especially among 

the Moors, Toucouleurs and Wolof) which traditionally re

lied on its youth and servile classes to work the land, 

Their exodus could only exacerbate the lack of producti., 

vity already affected by the drought, But their choices 

were limited. 

Irri'ation introduceO mechanization and water control.
 

Both techninues require an exncertise demanding supervision, 

control and education, that is a working support system 

which in effecit, does not exist, As a result, a lack of 

confidence in the projects underway develoned among the 

peasants. Yet, because of the limited choices the persis, 

tence in the hope of better subsistence forced them to 

pursue their efforts. Moreover the extremely high expenses 

incurred on the rice paddies (rice hoinrq the only crop 

encouraged on a large scale in all irrir-ated perimeters) have 
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created a uicious circle of dependency and limited desires
 

of private innovation,
 

It may not be ab exaggeratiQn to say that private
 

investments placed in agriultural and irrigated endeavors
 

are but a handful, not only because they require a large
 

capital with slow returns but also involve acquiring a
 

necessary and alien know-how-through, a process of a risk-.
 

laden .experience: an acceptability of risk because of
 

the lack of technical expertise, the lack of understanding
 

of water management, the financial insccurityas a result
 

of relatively low returns from irrigation, the technical
 

difficulties unresolved. Even the r.ich peasants are
 

not investing in agriculture. The savings of a community
 

are placed elsewhere - a concrete edifice, starting with
 

a religious center, a mosque, symbol of social cohesion
 

and identity - and those of individuals are channelled
 

in speculative ventures, such .as habitat or trade.
 

. The marketing of livestock has afforded, however,
 

.opportunities of attracting investments tc an imartant,
 

.though small, sector of the population. The sigfificance
 

.of the trade has. indeed, led to the formation and insti

tutionalization of a social class, a new bourgeoisi.e, 
especially amon'g the %oors. But this was made possible
 

throurh a network of ,olitical, economic anid social rela.

tionships. The monopcly of livestock commerce is far
 

easier to pursue arid to accept than a monopoly of land,
 

far more obvious and eacier to contest. Plore.ver, the
 

latter is more (.ifficult to pursue. The problems of tech

nical control and know.-how' have not tcuched the livestock
 

sector. Yet its system of ownership has been affectea by
 

two important trends.
 

(a) The drastic loss of cattle by a majority of pastoralists 

has forced them to sel their cattl2for snrival, dfTen 

becoming salaried herders fcr the new owners, and 
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(b) The monpclizaticn of the trade has allowed enrich--

ment and, thus, investments in a "revolutionary" 

transportation system, the use of trucks for the 

transport of herds to central markets, instead 

of the far riskier trackino of the animals. The 

investments in modern cattle management, fodder, 

pastura . protection an, in ration4 herd accumula

tion have not made a sig.nificant impact as yet. The 

most important impetus in the trade is its spocul-' 

tive tendency.
 

On the basis of this background of instqbility 

from the lack' f trust and know-how in a new agriculture 

to an wverwhelmin and unprc ductive tendency towards 

speculative activities -- hcw can innovation and change be 

channelled int.o productive sectors? The total lack of
 

consideration in rrcects of the traditional interrela-, 

tinonshins which exist between agricultural and 6astoral 

activities has also heightened the prclems. Added to this 

are marketing and storae problems. 

Thm problems dminating social relationships re

gulating productin can only he resolved if the; technical 

and material means of ,rnluction are also resolved, This 

cannot be envisioned qnless a firm national policy. deal.A 

with the elementary problms of infrastructure, support 

and well-defined rights of lnnd owmnership. 

+ *I + + 

( here do women fit in the process of development? 

Youth and women are usually grouped together in 

development projects cr in the conceptualiation of projects. 



The error is gross. Women's function., role and needs in 

the traditional as well as in the context of change are 

different from those of youth, and3 in deed3 may be closer' 

to those of men at the same level and status educationally 

and culturally.. Details on ,onenls status and changes as 
a result of the drought and migration have been discussed 

in each of the studies presented, It is how-ver., relevant 
t , breifly highlig;ht those aspects ..ost pertinrnt to deve
lopment,
 

*The drought nd. mi..ration have had a profound impact 
at various levels on women in the different ethnic rfroups3 

creating greatc.r idleness for some and greater responsibi.

lities for others.
 

Undeniably, those most hit by the drought were the 
Peulh women. the transhumants, who lost their herds and' 
thus their trade -. selling; milk and leathergoods. Moreover 

since they were not agriculturists,, their integration in 
the agricultural labor force was only marginal. The S6ninke, 
Toucouleur anJ Wolof women, on the other hand, found themselves, 

through the massive miration of their men, assumiing greater
labor and domestic responsibilitis. In many cases,U,(,, d 1an ca es patti.. 

cularly with the Soninke and Toucculelirl, women began to 
cultivate land which traditionally 1.hey were never able 

to fully take the responsibility of cultivating, though 
labor participation was a general g-nerally enforced rule. 
The lack of other labor and the difficulty of paying sala.
ried laborers were the reasons for the extcnsion of their 
roles. But the attraction to the city., whether in or outside 
of Mauritania (especialr Senegal) has led many a woman 
to m igrat r. i.,th her, family or, if she was unmarried, alone, T 

This has been particulorly tvi.e of the Toucouleur. For the 
eidane women the life of leisure .,or which they were 

brour-ht up since their childhood was seriously perturbed 
though the values of cuch a life may still pers.st. Yet, 
ii; is the urban sc.ttirr, which ha, enabl :d the Deidane woman 
to expand a potential shf- already had traditionally acquired, 
an economic autonomouo activity .... trade .... encouraged 



(as. with the Peulh women) by a lifo of mobility but also 

separation from the ncrmadic male population of the group. 

The haratine and zenar:,.a women also reinforced their 

integration in the agriciIltural labor force as part of 

the process of sedentarization with their families, while.
 

setting ui. as with the Beidone, small trades in markets 

r,f villa.ges and towns. The most interestin,. commercial 
r~onse to the urban settino, however, has been that of 

some of the Beidane women who set ur larre trade and real 

estate businesses that take them as far away as Las 

Palmas, Dakar and Abidjan. 

Women aru, therefore, active, in an unstructured 

i;ianner , in the productive and commercial circuits of the 

country. If some arc still being: forced into a "gava.ge 

system (forced feedinH), the tradition is disappearing and 

women theiselveS are reaictin- if crly ,because of the eco. 

nomic burdens inmposed by such a tv.dition. 

On the whole, the picture does not express optimism. 

As with men, wc.,nen are alse caut-ht between the two extremes 

of stagnation in the rura..l sector an-I snoculation in the 

urblan sector, 9eoir own .tontiai in develo-rinr their 

skills remains untoponed ..%.ttherartisnnril argri cultural. 

commercial or educational. Atten-pto eve~lhere are made by 

women to reinfoarce thei.r economic independlence from their 

men on whom they must relI thrcu-b income earning from 

migration ... ecause of the f-,,enernl -. ?.,lem of lack of 

production. ,aving associations, r.sed on parental and 

communal ties, are created as a means of self.-supr-'rt 

and stability, Thi!. is an important mnes.sure f.r, tradi.. 

tionally, amon: all th,- cthinic grv.v.is women have the res

nonsill lity of arovidinF-,,r their personal- needs while 

rarely ever gaininr: inheritance privile.es accorded hy 

Islam. 

The potential cf the integration of wcmen in the de.

velonment prrcess Is groat. it is nct a potential as yet 

http:privile.es
http:grv.v.is
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understood by either Mauritanian policy makers or develop.-. 

ment institut-ons. Indeed, this is not a problem particu. 

lar to Mauritania but to the underceveloped world in 

general, If traditionally women wee integrated in the 

economic and labor fo'rce of the family and community. to

day they being, i arg-,inalized develooment 'are .- in programs., 

sometimes activities for women, as distinct form those of 

men, at e thrown in as an aft,.,rthou-t.t who are carrying-Women 

greater burdens in th. family unit are being excluded from 

cultivating or ownin, irricated, perimeters, while at the 

same time. pticipating various tasks as defined byr in 

men. As a measure of partially solving the problem of 

enforced dependency, woen mustbe accorded those rirhts 

as a matter of policy. Indeed, this' could enable them to 

maintain their traditional freedom of action within the 

family. 

* + + + + + 

(14)How possible is the transition between traditional
 
.forts.r.f, coooeration in production and new forms of 
communal association'; 

We cannot speak of the existence of meaningful and 

functional cooeratives in M4auritania for none exists, 

excet.t maybc for the cooperative or the State Farm of 

?4'Pouric and the so.called cooperativ- s that assemble 

adherents.: of' the vilale irriLate oerimeters5 Embryos 

of attermpts at the ori:ation of ";recooneratives have 

begun here and th.r, but; their sinifi.c:nce .s lirited 

The uesition shold first he nswered Why the need 

for cooperatives and what is tl-he unction.. of' a coo. CIerativ:. 

Guy Bellcncle in his book on Cooperatives ct developpement 

en Af:iqe N'oire Sab .:ienne 197 . cl(,arly defines the problem 
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at the outset (p.1): 

Il y a un develeppement possible potir.
les pays du Sahe1 mais il faut pour cela 
changer dc politiou . . J'ai en 
effet acquis la conviction ou'on ne Lieut' 
trcuver do svluticnA.' aucun des grands 
prc.,l1mes du d(,velrmy.,vIent qui se pc.sent
aujiur.]"hui dame lo.: ays du Sahel ("a
CCr1"nncf- r, de- viv-,'ui la securite 

.prtici'ati:.n volcntaire 
des !-opulatiens directement c-ncernees 

c,,e part'icioati-n A son tcur ne :>ouvant 
Ttre ".5s'-ure (.1a travers la mise en 
place de V._V,.ta!.les -,rn.. n..sat io n do 
pr(oduc tours. 

These h"organisations cf producersl; are the needed 
co:)peratives but constraints commn",to -ll thn- Sahel and 
Mauritania in pnarticular arc a set- back to their organi.. 
sation : lack -f kncwludce, lack -f ,ractice and lack rf 
informntion en the part ,f the "-rs. ,cnncl. And yet,, the 
ag-ricultural cooperative .,r ,rrani2!ticr_ must he the 
activating i.rulse t-, devel oment thrwugh which are centered 
and channeled n:w ar.e. Jrculturzl n ewh,. training, integ-. 

, tration of con: innovat 'n c.$Y:,h-tj.t:-n. 
2 
cenr c1n1 

investments . both ccmmiunsl and individual, "etc.Hcwever 
in, addition t- these ccnstraints four !:asic vrlems must 
. taken int-, consideratio-n ,.;e-fore the creati,.n of a
 
eopeiativ6•
 

(1) the definition of the relatinships between traditional 
struttures and the c..rerative

(2) the ro].. of the co:*;.oerative in the manaf-ement of the 
ti. inl .and is, the m..n, of production 

(3) tl :,...,... V.credit 

J4) The necesoity ,:f equality in the access t.. land nwner
,-shi, and thus epquality o"f .rticiati:n in th decision-...

makino prrcess withcut social status .ec-ming a constraints. 
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Traditional ass:ciations exist in all ethnic grou1ps, 

for men and w-)men., either on the basis of a'eo-grouns or on 

a general comrmunal level for s-'ntaneous ",s well, as 

defined mutual aid of different: types. All have an import... 

ant goal: social cchesion and a common ,urpose. Because 

-f migration, exodus, growing differences in values and 

attitude.;s ,ctweon., and even within.. a;.o . roups the commu.

nal common mal has been sh.ttered, many c'f these tradi.-. 

ticnally.defined irouns have lost their impact. often 

maintaininig only their socializing. funsti-n. 

A few asscistions of agricultural nroducers exist. 

but they are excepticnal ond their case cannot be generalized
(example of Dieuc,. a Wolef village) for they are not a 

result of the cr,;anization and, structure of the association 

as such (or pre-ccoporative) >.ut rather because o.f the 

dynamism, experience .nd wealth of the community. Motiva 

tion within a community is essential in the sustenance of 

communal ass:ciatios, and while it is hith at Dieuck, 

it is not s, . few miles away,. at Carak, also a Wolof. 

vi llage. The gener-al lack cf motivation in agricultural 

endeavours that :-'resently prevails, diminishes investments 

and innovations this results also in the lack of success 

of initiatives in the c.reation of communal associations 

or cooreratives. 

The assm.tAon that ethnic grouns still exercising 

strong, social conur.l.']., s the Sorinke, wil! be the ones 

most successful in ooerati ng a coe,.0errtivc has prcven to 

be the opjsire in actuai situati..on:,' 

The enormous orollems of social tensions, of mis.. 

trust, are ,.f c,mr.titiveness directed for personal bone. 

fit rather than a-.raup !.onefit,. have destroyed the arguments 

cf a correlation hetwyeen traditional social. control and 

imolicit social cchcsicn. For the 'Soninke the effort is 
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placed entirely ron the nuclea.r f.am.ly's production, Indi.

viduals feel that greup participation is enforced upcrn 

them and all admit unwillingness in such narticiation yet 

the impossibility cf cnt....tin- it because of patriarchal 

control.
 

-A ncted a),-ve. the creation -f -a common need and, 

indeed, the individual arid commun..l ncce'otance nf that 

need fcr the graur concerneO is . sine clu:- non for the 

effectiveness cf any asscciation, On the. other hand, an 

example cC a "successful" association is thant of the weavers 

of Boghe 'v-:sod on on. caste- cne ethnic group: onc2 rea, 

one goal (better marketinFc.o go cds) the group has 

succeeded in increasing its production, Another example 

is that of the agricultural asscciation of Soninke slaves 

at Kaedi which had refuse,:] to include any of their noble 

masters in thir mi.dst. it was .. sed on one class. 

one ethnic g rou one area one goal' self-.support, cohesion, 

marketing cfI their production, indcepcndence from their mas,.

ters. 

An ultimate gol c-f coc"crativos is to function 

as social qiializers:, as income distril:utors amonc.- its 

adherents. This has not Iocn ns clr-rly seen in rural 

areas as it 1s obvious ann, savin-s assc-ciatins in the 

modern urban sectors , these arpear among the ,oucc,,tileurs, 

and Scninkc than amcnr the Moors. 

It is not easy ftir us to answer the question raised 

above for the diversity f the social realities of 

Mauritania makes a o,'neralizd renponsc difficult. Yet, 

we can say a t this nrint that the s luti.n to: develz:pment 

problems c"..n only 'o .'und through tvoe m.st concerned 

in that nrco)ss, Thus th ,n,.titutiena]znt.i ,:f producer. 

associations of all tyrpes should not 1-e conceived without 

proccedin- i n the most micrc--lovw-'l ,-ssi!le" reaching indi 



viduals in the understanding of common needs which will 

ultimately benefit them, institutionalize the necessary 

support to nursue their interest through the creation 

of educational and traininrr activities. establishing a pro

fitahle distrihution Ind ma*rketing system as a means of 

encouraging production- all of which m.y lead to motiva

tions which will resuIt in. investmcnts and innovations 

where productivity. rather than just immediate profita., 

bility throurh speculation, is the ultimate goal. 



POFLATION 	 MOVEMENTS AND MIGRATIONS 

iN IMAITRT!TANI T 

Mobility and movments of the different populations 

ofMauritania have ained a new importance in the past fcw 

decades. However, this mobility is the expression of the 

society's traditional economic and social organization 

for the country has always known important population move

ments. 

Mobility, is one of the fundamental characteristics 

of pastoral societies for both Moors and Peulhs (that is, 

nomadism rt transhumance). As for tho Moors, moility was 

linked to a given territory and, thuso it was submitted 

to control within the framework of n political organiza. 

tion (the Emirats), Tho decline of this political control 

during the colcnial period restored the ancestral movement 

of pastorlists tOwards tho South. 

Extensive '-triculture has been practisced .in the 

South of the country hnd as a result, greater [opulation 

movements were encouragcO ly the fact that, during the 

colonial rericd., new .arnd was '.'r'v:"bt into cultivation. 

Tho"Soneg~a]. ,.icrVi lo":j,;: he re fore as thigh d6 sity c f 

beth ,rcduction (two crop cultivation) and noulation, 

This rll..tiv('ly htigh ccncentrati-n f pecnle has induced 

im.nortant migratory movements, the l st one be inS at the 

end of the 19th century under El Haj Uar, 

Thru;hout its hictary the ri'crish o:npulation ha: 

known di,-n:ras which diaopersed thom Ql ovcr West Afica. 

These movements cntributcd o the diffusion of religious 

sects giving shape to t2'.hyVs 'ost African models of 

Isleims. Duri ng the cnloni.l pcriod., this dispersion was 



Sintnsified y their commercial functiion. transnorters 

(peanut trade) and cattle brTeders Trade was oi.,anized 

within a libce .-.and hierarchical network assuring. the 
financing and the credit of commercial cnterprises, 

It was ilso during the colonial period that Senegal 

becamce the center of economic development (exrnertation 

of acgricltural produce and reactivation cf ancient urban 

centers) which ranidly incited the Mauritanian laborers 

to migrate first to the peanut cultivating; areas (navetanes) 

and then to the towns. The -irot reoa.ons ccncerned were 

the River Valley area., the suth of Trarza and the Guidi

makha. The direct reasons for these mieTrations were.*on 

the one hand, the increasin,. mont ry needs (taxes. 

imported .,(ods) and, on the other hand, the stagnration 

of a marketable production. 

The independence cf Mauritnia encouraged the re

orientatiun of mig;ratory m.vement, within the cc.untry 

itself creating a communication n,twork and consti-

tuting a Jcal mark, They themselves wer,,e encourag.-ed 

by the extension of the natlih-hi ma.rket ,as mining towns 

were fcunded in the north cf the country. Due tc new 

coiltingencic' anrd nci. structural factc:rs, migratory 

movements ,..,,n to increasc as of thc 1960s, 

!ncreasinc rur-l exodus is not only a result of 

greater monetary needs wiich are not satisfied: it is much 

m'rom the crL,sequcncz-"bf new, ecc"nomic and social structures 

introduced ";y colonialism which led. to what has een 

referred to- as a '.uble dcpendence" phenomenon. This 

dependence leads tc price devaluation of rural labor and 

its produce while fow-rin lo,w prices of local. production 

destined fr excrtation. in Mauritania this happ,':ens 

indirectly 1.y prov-idj.ng a cheap labor .rce andI food 

,produce mainly o t]e. This de,,en,ence also requires the 

creation of a social class of local merchants aile to 

http:prov-idj.ng
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exercise pressure on prices for their very rnofits are a 

result only of commercial activities. This situation fa,. 

cilitates the "liberation' of. the labor force from its

former social relatonshipS. The evolution of the different 

forms of dependent labor is seen in the breaking away from 

tithe oblilatiens., in the decline cf slavery and in the 

increase of share-cromping and aalaried work. Changes in 

the organisation of domestic !abcr evolve differently 

accordinr, to the local pnculation. In case of a crisis 

(such as the drought) the development of production and 

of mercantile relationships arnong the postora! Moors 

undermined the economic function of these domestic rela

tionshirs:-hus allowin,-. massive expro,riaticn of the 

pastorolists' 	capital, their herds. In Black African 

societies domestic labor cn.tinues to 1,e_ the basis of 

the productkn sy:tem while increasing contradictions and 

conflicts (between the generations, between men and women, 

etc .) which favor igrat:on. 

The appearane? )f a ma!-rn sectnr f malaricd labor 

(mining industry and ;)uhlic admini.tration) in the early 

196o's accelerotod the m-iratory movements, It carried 

along the first wave uF iif-,ration towirds urban centers 

T.. he grcivth o.h t -heworking" class in mining 

towns facilitated the s a1.;il i.tior .f the urban pCnula. 

tion. 

Thc drour.,ht of the late 190"s and the food crisis 

which resulted frt, it arc other r,"scns for the s".e.din;g: 

up of migrations towards ur?-an cont.r2 (within only a 

few years i,iouakchott quadru].e(d its acpulai:n) ,All the 

region of UIt !,ec r, C .. then on , affected )y 

this 	rlhenocenon. 

T IIc . c, n-h c . ...J t . nde,e nde.nce, 

.
pecia!l1l, t 1(L.c o...tion sC.sct fo.c - plar i, n,-f- ',ur7,cLsez- not the 

least o.,:f vwIhich f,¢ing, the 'i f iolicy as adopted 



in the First Plan for the rural sector, have also contri,. 

buted to further the ,rroross of migration, 

The conditions under which migrations took pTace 

in the original milieu, are anolyzed, In all instances, 

the process is one of an accumulated series of events" 

migrations teccme extencive, they bring about chanqes 

in the economic and social orrganisn.tion which, in turn 

contrilutes to the increase an acceleration of migratory 

movements, 

Amonr' the Moors., mig-rations primarily involve men, 

especially the young men, of the hassan, or
 

warrior group.,and the haratine, the latter bein: the 

former slaves. In their new surrounding-s, the migrants 

maintain 7. high degree of mobility. Very scon this leads 

to family migratirns which literally b.eccme a relocation 

of population. Such transfers of habitat were facilitated 

by the tradition f mobility, thc, high flexibility of the 

social cr.'-_nisati-n, the scale of econcmic alternatives 

(wrrk. trocl, rolildon) The drcught has reinforced the 

Moors' dcdentariza:in in urban arcas Family, tribal 

and sectariansolidarities,however are peretuated in 

urban They,r. 2re les 1 mortant among the haratine. 

Cnnseqently., . radical. break occurs with their s.cial 

"milieu -, crigin. 

Among the. Tr uc:uleurs i _ m1n who mig,,rated 

seasona l, or temoTrri ;. this type ,f migration was 

prederminant ur t-, the endI of the 1950's when the migration 

.)f fanilic t'-wards th - urban a.reas became mere and more, 

importaint. vnily migra.ti,.:ns finally led to. ppultion 

relocatio.n aw"ay fr.m the River Valley. The maintennnce 

:f a rtr-'I, .thnic iid.ritv. r;ursued in uran area.3 has 

heilred sutain thc c-ntinuity -tween thJr rural and 

urban s;t:inps Thus, the social and economic system .f 



of the Tcucouleurs is proven to be mere stable even if 

the lack of locally available labor - concealed by the 

drourght- bas contributed to its social transformation, 

As for the Soninke. it is above all the youn. who 

migrate. This greatly affects the rm.xtent of authority 

frr elders have on their de,-endents. floreover; the lack 

of manp'ower leads to the :-ta,7naticn or regression of 

production. ',levethcless, tho collective control of the 

extended family, as well as that of its head of family 

is mai.ntained and even strnF'htened y:rVmir-ation, in so 

far as the miF.,rants' family stay put or men return to 

make their own family. The tensions raised by the way the 

mi--rantsv incomes are srent clearly show the increasing, 

cnntradictions between the individualizatio, n of the labcr 
:for ce and the collective and hierarchical. structure of 

local .produ.tion. 

Mif-ration is alsc a phenomenon in itself, and, 

within the society, the mi.rants haive their own specifi-' 

cities. 

The extent of rupture .,ctwe.n the migrants and their 

nril-inal social environment becoc.es even more radical 

when seasenal and temporary mirrations lead to the physical 

relocation -f entire families, Even th .%n, the ties are 

not entirely ,roken, even if. as in the case rf the Mocrs 
'the mijrant; insrtio-n in the urban area becomes defini

tive. Peri ,dic returns t." rural areas take place, thus. 

leading..- rriages -. eventually the family settlesand 

back in the rural area, 

Thmmcrrr or seaolina! mi.rations -lways imply the 

return cr th,e ridrnt t:. his eriina,. hilicu, even if 

thc. mi.nrati'ns lce hi , far owa. as in the case (-of the 

Son:inkc, t ,.o.rt .f th- mio-rantsi inccmo is therefore 

destined f<'r hi- rcin-rFratJ.on in thc: villii. A relativ:ly 

hi,.h return rat,,,of toJfiirants occurs in the Scninke villag.s 

which helps maint'ain their society on monetary bases while 
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also highlir.htin the contradictions emanating from these
 

migrations (collective villag;e bucget, mosques, increasing 

mutual aid, etc. . .). 

It was necessary to make a distinction between the 

migrations and the phenomenon of mass sedentarization 

experienced by the Mors. Sedentarization is always. linked 

to the development of agricultural nractices although 

there are pastoral activities which allow sedentarization 

(short distance moves, salaried wovk, etc.).If sedenta

rization is only caused by the loss of herds, it may, 

nevertheless, 1e di.ficult to distinguish it from mig-

ration and urbanization. 

The last decade was also characterized by a migra

tion towards secondary urban areas. Their immense growth

created major problems in lodging, water and food avail.... 

bility. A po.rt of the population; therefore, remains 

migrant, depending.on the season and the year and it is 

difficult to appreciate the future evolution of this 

phenomenon anc questions remain unanswered: will there 

he a return to the rura l areas? Will departures to 

cities be definitive? 

The effects C4 further development cf infrastructure 

projects- especially the. construction of the ro'ad 

Nouakchot. have _a contradictory impact on mig..

ration, Tcday, it encourages mrigrati.ons towards Nc.uakchott, 

hut in the future it miy lead to a,Jministrative,cultural 

and economic activities which will incite people to 

settle rcund these c-nt ,rs. 

Finally, it is interesting to question t-hc reason 

for which oc"l.. mi-rate to. Nour.kchott Besides economic 

(work) and administrative (oducation, health) factors pecople 

seem to migrate to, the capital because of political 

reasons, The patronage system inherent in the social and 

political system of Mauritania functions mst effectively 
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in Nouakchott. 

In almost all cases, mi7rants end up in the cities 

and, with their integration in the urban settim..r transi" 

tional social patterns aimnear, 

This mass urb nization creates some --eneral rb'lems, 

Some of them are !objective2nd rcsult from the weak urban 

infrastrucCur& 3 water. frod, work). Others 

result from the bruta. conditions f rdgration. In all 

cases, the social and ethnic milieu will find its own 

answers to the difficulties arising from intergration into 

an urban surrioundin:. 

Amc,nj the Moors, these answer, stress the importance 

of the family and trih-al sclidarities. These social 

systems, however., underrn fundament, 1 changes. On the one 

hand, there is a certain individualization of social 

relationships (relationships between the sexes and the 

gener.tions increasinr num.-er :,f divorces and se-arations 

etc. ), 0,, the other hand, they hel maintain important 

thre- modern economic and no.itical sector,functions within 
- " 
The traditional re.ti.ns ins of" dependency are likewise 

changing but they h',ve contribute d towards the establishment 

of new hierarchies. 

,A mont the Bl.ck 1frican r,ulations and esnec ially 

amcng the. Toucculeurs, their irtc(-frton with urban 

surroundings has led t- new collective (sudustructures 

orr mutu.l .id 7org:-nizati-ns, etc,) .n the basis of which 
the ethnic group reorcanizes itself, This hig7hly structured 

ethnic .rraniv'acn continues to hove its function in 
,the urban zcttinw 

A last r~irnt tof the ana:ly,,-, (.eals with interna

tional lidigr:tins whicl diurjn thc .-ast t,. decades has 

extended the front..rs f regional ,irction which has 

already 'onc; Ley-hid colonial conceats %-f naItional divisions.
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The diaspor, cf the Mcors all over Africa has beccme 

more and more s igLnificant, The fw. main functions of this 

migration are Islam !ut, i.cve :tll, trade. 

The very imp; rta.nt mi,-ration of the Toucouleurs 

towards Senceal continues with vir, Because f the above 

mentioned e-thnic solidarities., the Toucouleurs 

were al.lc tc- maintain a social s,tructure which enabled 

themp to.'_ create themselves'a world of their own in the 

Grcater Dkar, 

The Sninke mi-rations tnward]s Europe are by far 

the most -.ririnal and most camplex of migratory movements. 

They are characterized by a very strcng, collective or,a 

nization which ena!:los these mig-rant workers to get 

adapted to the hard iJving and workin2 conditions in 

France, Hcwever:, the restrictions imposed by the French 

migration : licy renders this movement increasingly 

uncertain, 

N, attempt was made to quantify analysis of the 

international migration movement of Mauritanians because 

the data available, even those ,.uLmitted to utmcst control 

(Oas that f the migrration workers to France)p$how. such 

great variations that any reliance on them makes all 

estimates imrossible. 



..4o 

THE SOCIAL ORGANIZATION OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION
 

Irrigation projects were the mobile force in Mrauri

tania which raised three major problems: 

(1) 	 The meanin- -)f a 1960 land ownorship law- as it affects 
tho 	traditional land tenure systems and, consequently,
 

traditional c-,-litical power structures. 

(2) 	 The social relatio.nships of servility which gcverned 
the 	strict hierarchical social structures within each
 

of 	 the ethnic groups, 

(3) 	 The ,,ffectiveness of irrir.atinn an the agricultur,-il
 

process .nd needs ,f self-sufficicncy in the country,
 

The tradition.l land tenure systems of the' Moors,
 
Toucouleurs and Soninke differ and render evem 
 rmore diffi..
 

cult attempts at - unijfie ] modern land ownership law,
 
Yet, each 
 -f theeth'nic reuups had its social orF.anizatin 

fit around its particular concept -f ownership rir-hts, 
The Moors base their rirhts c-n the Tslamic Malekite ritb ,,hich 

accords communa] and individunl ownership while adjustin 
basic tenets, such the for ofas habuus. purposes political, 

individual and ethnic power than "!n its orir-inal rules 
of ino].ienabilit, of pr-rorty f:ar the -urr-ses of aidinF; 

the .ocr in the community. The Toucouleur. as the Soninke. 
cencentr.tu la-nd rio-hts tL.. ; :rivileoe offor m.'st (, social 

orourps.. the nobles, Thc Thucouleur have ' system allowinf
the nuclenir family inc]nendcnco in tVIe dec:Lsin-making; 
7,rocess an( -.ccord j.rnivilua] ownrshi- on certain ].amds, 
whereals, the Soninkl es strictly defined control system 
enforces ccmn]ete in] intn!ility andO ivisbility of 

2all lands n which ril y usufruit ri,<hts are accorded to 

all clan members. The 1,nd remoins within the clan. All 
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the grouns have important similarities: 

(1) Inalienahility and indivisiil.ty cf besttheir lands, 

(2) Yearly tithes of varinus aneunts for the privile'o 
of usufruit rights, traditionally directed mainly 
to the servile and dependent classes who formed their 

labor force. 

(3) A rigid control of' the sale of land and if sale trans... 

pires as with the Moo:,rs, it is traditionally with 
members of the linerir.e and not outsiders. 

(4) An important concnot of spnce', determined by the extent 
of ..in a;c ties, ultimately limits or extends the 

power base of each cruu,.° 

Political "ocer in each case is in fact the' basic 
justification for ownership an,! not the mere fact of
 
workina the. land
 

It is nct yet certoin how .profoundly the recent
 
declaration of June 1980 obolishin, slavery Maur'itania
in. 


will affect the status of the servile classes Of al'! the
 
different sthnic O,,us is that all
It true not cul'ti
vators are slaves or ex..slaves.. ''or even now the 
 Beidane
 
are forced inte) workin, the land 
because of labor shortage 

and economicpresures 

Yet. tra..it.ionally, :nd eslecially amcnE" the Moors, 
the haratine or freed slaves who remained attached t, 
their coMnunity, were tho sole- cultivators of the land. 
The situ.tion hos not dramatically changed as yet. The 
clrourght however. surved 5.s in impulso for a Mi.:1ratory 
mrvement of tile hnrati.ne. anl iocreased e, r y c the already existinrof " inlp ,j, t,] di 

em.ryo.e, enf .... nt 'vi.larce. omeq.ciajli in the south 
of the country anO even farth:er away frcm their original 
hbo b~ase in th F)rl of Snc...... , The mCst obvious 
exnressic;n ::f .ower ever the servile classes is in the 
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enforcement of tithes on agricultural production. A
 

tremendous differentiation cf th(- tyres of pay,,ments
 

exists vryin with the ethnic hreuo; reC'.ion clan
, 


lineage-, type cf soils., etc. Yot winds of Change or., 

more correctly a hreeze,. o-f cbong&., has already been 
.incl.ic.tod by7,, viri<-US sert

vile and de(e-ndent cl-osses., ard articularly the haratine 

and Soninke slavcs., whc hrive bouun to ind.ependently 

felt - thi.-h. teacti-ns of the 

-
express r'I,..:,.nism in small acti.';ns against their 

masters, Only throuoh the ,,litic.al will of institution

ali'zin,- land ,-wnershi-: will th, "crovailinr; and crnstrain

inf; '.roVleK' begin to be solved, 

i r.tiron, oducati:n, thi- trnd of individual 

ownershi, in irrirati on p-.,jcts dcmogrmphic pressures 

as well ,;new mctivati-ns in arricultural laltor all 

have hc.lped tc mdify the orgnizati:.n f labor, espo. 

cially in the sc.uth alo.[ng the river, The most important 

asoect isbsrvedis the short.-;'e of family lbor- which 

is frequently'substmtuted Dy ,,alarie workers younq 

children and wcmen, W'-men wh', have pairticinated all their 

lives in a.gricultural la-or • all except the Beidnne 

women trained since y,'outh for a life bf" loisure - now 

see added L;urdens in t.heJir lives nct only in the hcme 

and famil.7 9iff7.irs ,ut also in the fields. Women among 

certain r',roum "v,: .n . landh-vc, n t cultivote once 
traditi, nal fo;"!ldd:.n tc thor' 'This was made possibl, 

only becraus :f the rorwing s,,ra ,e lal-or and the 

need t:. c*n;irtue eultaivatin,- thc .f".mrily's lands, Yet' it 

has als..., r.lv:--6 in , ite -rirti,, th.t ,:f the .-'rowin gr.-
1 ; cipati-sn Vt.:me.Lf i r h "i the ,tlricutlwal d 

pr-j;cts s ... i;"directly realchinr, out1 rcluctra.nt 

for wiv-en. There i s nr d,uP t t-hat tc inc2Lude women :..n an 

equal lie; . im o.,-rtance as ,:-,:n in these rrojects car; crfl.y 
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help speed un th,2: gcner.l process of. chanFe both social 

and ac.ricultural. 

Mlr'tivntions in a;.icultur',l. lr'c'r have greatly 
modified since the r uht becuso many farmers hnve 
found themselves forced to7 le?.ve their lands to seek 
salarie1 wr7rk in the modernsectcr as a moons cf survival. 

ethers ouch as the Moor, and Peulhs) found themselves 
forced into cult'.vai:inr, alsr, os a means -f survival 

after havirm,:; lst their herds, A substitution and a 
reo;rgani:ttion of the labor fo-rce isgradually taking
shape with s1-.ariec J.T!or slowly acquiring an as yet un

kncwn importance. ritcori! l incentives push youth towards 
the cities and outside .,7 the country but at the same 
time attract'salaried laborers t> the la.nd thro'u1gh necessi
ty, In both cases, new forms of denendency are created 
based ')n a system whereby the mc:netorization of social 
and econ"r-ic relationshins T.revail ad. indeed lead to. 
a greater r'.-rletri':ation :2 l.I;,r (urban )nd rural) and 

a heifjhtencd pauerizat. -.n '.f the individual. 
The hope, of course . i5, th-.t at,ricultural develo, 

ment, includinr- irriiration pr.c'octs.:. can libc-rate mn from 
that new ,67 Social constraints, however:,form servility. 

exist and must he. taklen into conf..4deratirn hofore hcO.'if'.l* 

to solve a.ricultural. development pr(oblems, One of t~ko
 
most ur;-z'nt .)f these, heiohtencl in seriousness threu:-h 
the droil'ht, is the e]latic.nship .ctwcon herders and 
cuJ.tivatoos who have always competed for the same terrain. 
The acl. (-,f -.:asture land end the fra'ility o.f the cultivated 
lands as ,.eJl. .s the increasinv lmovcment of the herds 
camels c.d t.. new then in'cattle .areas to especially 
the south. have threatened the cultivators; sense of 
territoriality. This has., however increased the herders
own difficulties of survival, 
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Certain questions still need to be answered- why
 
has riziculture the choice a
been only for desperately 
needed successful -irrigated agriculture, lccking the 
.Deasant in an ever-.tightoerqstem of denendency? And why, 
in spite of the increasing attraction to irri.ation and 
the great demands madE for irrigated parcels in most of 
thei .... are the nogative m-..cts ,of irrigation 

so sericus as to have the '-easant still prefer his dry

fed agriculture? 

The long list of negative impact so by far outweighs
 
the Positiveness irriFation kauritania are
of in 1 and a 
clear refL.ection of the ill-defined ,-nd illl-studied 

problems ..,f social and technical situations !aich should 
have been ,nrojected at the outset of all ,{.jects. The 
organiz-tional mechanisms of support are L.n-existent or
 

not sufficiently experienced sustain of
to change such 
technical Td human ccmplexities, Land claims are not 
dec!t with,, mechanical p)rohlems remain as the greatest 
hottleneclr for the continuation of cultivation. inctiva

tions beco me mis.directed and, because of the ccmplete 
lack of trust in the profitalVility of the ajricultural 

sectcr, investments .r. ,lacero on surer an( more specu.,
 
lative choices ; fees emanating from irrigation render
 
communities servile to an "ranizotion
rather than to a
 
,-cial 
class ",ut also take' away from them all initintives 
for se].f-sufficiency as long., as the feeling of dependency 

heightens and eliminates any poEsbilities of personal 
or grnu initiatives: the very sizes of the parcels are 
s) mninute , to render any Cl,,bal Cor individual self-' 
sufficiency highly doutful. An -t.-er serious :nd dif4icult 
problem to solve is the stagnant m.arketing circuit ').hno

otin.-. al incentives for the ooasa-t, to increase their 
nroductivity os long as they ore incapablc of selling their 
produce. 



The positive as,.ects of irri-atirn and a! ricultural 
development cannnt "o :i.nore,-I however. The 2.rchaic syster 
of cultivation of trodItional Ilaritaoc.ia had to adjust to 
s new syst-m or nio. hcw. :,otivotimns of interest developed 
if merely throui-h the .ndlviu.li:<ation of l.and ofnershiD 
and, more i1r,:,rtantly thce HOPE that irri.-ation will' be able 
to sustain the levl cf productivity of its earlier Ie;cin, 

nj ngs 

Th.2 socia r.- ni:;at!cn of ai-ricultural production 
has -tone through rap,:( star'es and upheavals wlich are 
still hein felt at alIL levels, .,.:.cial. relati,nshis and 
eccncmic ties ch-o , vldes f i.ves lerned or care learn.
in, to. adjust to different ways. old soci.,,l classes are 
takir-,r new sb),es wh. le new ones are !,cin- formed. 
How 911 these fo-rces can '7est ',e chr.nnelle] to !,ositive 
purpcsos for a ricultural devc clponent depc-nds entirely 
on the level. of -up.ortt;, indivicuals and cmmu..2iven 

nities, 
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PASTORALISM TODAY ! THREE CASE STUDIES
 

Migration is a result of massive sedentarization all 

over Mauritania, whother permanent or temporary, of noads 

and transhuLmants. The consus of 1977 indicatod the dr 

matic chanUe in that nnulation s way of life. While thu 

1964- 65 census (admittedly limit nted that 65% of 

the population was nomadic anO only 351 was sedentarie3. 

the 1977 census. that is barely over a decade l.ter, showed 

the exact reversal' 64% of the ncnui.atinn was now sedenta.. 

rized, and orly 36% pursued a nmadic way of life. The 

movement is still an cn.::inq p;roces. and the impact 

of the repercussions hos been prnfcund on all possible 

levels of the society, politically, socially, economic7Llly, 

culturally 

Th, three case studies presentwwere chdsen on the 

Oasis of their different adartatic.ns t- chanqes within 

the vastcral mode "f ]ife ! ral ta Lahjiar on the b-order 

line of the Sahara and Sahel. alon,. the new highway, The 

Road of Hpe-,." had already hal a sedentarized Tcpulatirn 

of Moors, racf.,.sin2 an agro-patoral way ?f life. Noma., 

highly iMated yet exectinq to scon >ecome. in the next 

tW or three years, the eastern terminal of the ;Road 

of Hope is still lvin a nure nomadic life linkin, 

cattle trcdl hetween Poali and the northern extremes o ' 

Kauritanin Kankoss'., with a mixture of pastoral Moors and 

Peultis and ( thor .7n"nts, is in the rcocess of adapting 

itse]f to scentarination while attpmi-tin- to revitalize 

transhu>onco on a sw.ll scale, ,specin ].ly thrueh the Paulhs, 

The pastnral way of life is inttirately tieO to on 

understad&in< of nature, of an ecclodicV reality and 

creates an at.vistic link with thos- who once yractised it. 
I 
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Today iurhanites" regularly esca: e to the desert to 
relive, even if but for a fewd- ys the nomadic life they 

were on::e accustorned to.. This conriincus i-oinr. hack and 
forth hetween two lives. essentilly for the psychogical 

comfort of maintainini, links with the nast, is a reflect

ion of the -lc-th of di3rurtion seent;ris-tion has had not 

ontly on -mnnr of livin., !.,ut also on an en-tire civili

zation stil profoundly real. The catalyst of concentrated 

chanr:e is, it,ded, the drought of th1W 197o: s. Yet pasto-. 

ralism h1ad already boon disrupte: a) a result of the earlier 
drou..ht o.r ].9.12 ...11 A enomoonoof miration and s(eden

tariztion -already settled in and a berinninp of urban centres 
took shape with nomads esca-ing the r!rought, There is no 

outlet today but exodus for the h,h:i. of the farily who loses 
his Pri.nciPl mean, of" roluction. and thus the search for 

salaried w -,rk.egins. 
It would he errcneous to assumc that it is only the 

ecologic a. cycle of dronuohts which is the ba, is of ncma.. 
dic disruption. The hc-r't of the p,ro!blem ,.es firther backs 

with the penetration of an alien econemic System which ushes 
a whcle ronulation forcini: them into aba.ndoning traditiona. 

proiJuction, This poi nt has ,een highightened in almost 

all of the ,.ociological renorts arn,. d-ces not need to 1e 

further di~scussed herc. It is sLignificant t-. point out,' 
however, that the social facts which helped perpetuate 

econcmic realtiqrships of loan.: -and FOf5. or patronage 

anc' redistri'.ution traditionai> 'limitino the risks of total 

impoverishnent. ccnsidera!ly weakened in the past 50 years:, 

renderin.. adjustments t- tro itional mechanisms of sunport 

difficult i-o imrplement 

It i ,.,I to sp-ak of .. astoralism today in 
Maurita1nia or on, its future .iithout speokin. simultaneously 

of sedent;irio,,ation, The first .,ustion that comes tc: mind 



in questioning a nomad is whether he plans to sedentarize.
 

The inter-relationships of both phenomena %-.nomadism 

and sedentarization .-are inextricatly linked today, 

Several asnects have been irreversibly modified in 

the very cencept of nomadism. The moat striking, if not 

also the most bVviun, is in the perception of space and 

mobility as expressed in each of the cas, studies prescnted, 

Indeed, except for the few remnining "real nomads who still 

travel hundreds of kilometers often with no fixed schec"ulo 

(as thoce of Noma), the sedentarined nomads have been fMatd 

to extend gteir travel to places they; have often never been 

to, The 1.ck of yasture land and ,'ater availabilities incites 

the herds t0 search far for sustenance, This has also 

become apparent with the cultivators of oasis regions and 

agro--)t ra]ists (especially the dependent and servile 

classes). The droughts and the search for salaried labor 

have forca them to move far fr' their hnme base, often 

for years an end, Indeed, many a Beidane have set un 

business a].l over West Africa while the haratine usually 

worked as agrioultural laborers in Senegal. Two point 

are relevant here: (a) Loth yastoralists and cultivators 

moving: f.rther away .than they have had to some twenty years 

new ccuntries
ago, now come into greater contnct with towns, 

and difforent ethnic rrouos and (I) new consciousness is 

.red and new needs develeon All this, in effect, leads to 

the first ston tcwards inenuality, both economic and 

experienla. ,etween themselves and those they hd left 

temporar:ily .ehind. An understandin,. of these needs as 

well as the control cf the waste and squandering developed 

through those very needs which are often purely material 

scm
expressions (e<xpensiven ridewevlth and mirriages, etc) 

emfrntly impnrtant. 

The concept of moility as rolhted to the trade and 
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transport of cattle has lso 'eunto chAqe -but .n 

this case, for a few wealthy traders. The "Road of Hope 

betwetn ,ouakchott and Kiffa han. ,ratlyfacilitated the 

transport cf cattle by trucks to important narket centers 

spreadin' the commerce as well as centralizing it, The 

7ercenta;€c my 5c omall 'ut the "mpact ; important enoqb 

tc already indicate n reorranatien of the whole circuit 

of tradit.ncmal. commercial relationships, 
1
The jrvuT;ht and the hone of saLiried ].abr, urgingr 

a massiv- x:.dus from everywhere, have deeply affected the 

pastor.l c nmy, The less of ]Ihor. as in the palmgr.ves 

in the northern c:ases, has heen devastatinF.o Tho reasons 

for sednt,.ri...ati..n, h'wevr, are numerous and common 

to all thesb who docided, whother intentionally or un.

intenti6nally, to sedentariz : tbhr dramatic and sudden 

loss cf the moans of su.rvil. tne cattle- the attraction 

to school for, the children, to hos.ital services, to wells 

(especially these dug by the ,vende Company which is 

constructing the "'Ra of' hpe' ) around vhich n)madi.c 

camps are swttli.ng daily, t administrative and commercial 

centers' the Mosire t, escrvo a "ay Tf life become hArsher 

and mcr difficult to c7ne with. The nomads everywhere arLe 

feeling marginalized - precisely b.cause of their growin.

conticts and mare distant mcoility - relaticn tothe 

rest cf the settl ,d once-oulation. YAt; se..ntri.ed, 

even if' tmpn Arily, thy "become oven more marginalizcd 

both Kith:n thejr ,wn traditional cntext which they may 

not be totally rejecting but at least wishing to e cape, 

and within their sadentarized envirnment in which intr.. 

ration. es ecially in urhan centero, 1s dQff'ibult. 

The procos of' seduntarizati,.n is complex hut one 

aspect is constant in this complexity the seriously 

decreaing form of a node o production herding - which 

http:swttli.ng


50
 

relies on a specific way ,"f life - n,madisn. Numerus 

problem.y arise as a result of that rapid process, sonme 

of which may have previ usly existcod but which now acquir 

Srater and more difficult prorcrtions : diminishinr water 

resources ana pasturage lea! to clashes between clans 

for water' rights, clashes between ol< and new settlers 

(the latter bein, considered as intruders) for land 

rights: between cultivators and herdcrs- hetween owners 

and salaried l-orerg. Morecver, he lick of sustainin 

resourcos lead the herders into on vwruse rf pastura':e 

and Water rot only as a result -f tbir own ignorance of 

needed prtective measures hut lecouse their choices have 

become very litited. The inexistence of an administrative 

infrastructure able tc c.ntr,, and spreaO awareness fur 

co],ogical balance only exacererates an already critical 

situation of a way "f life, without aiding in the cons

tructuve proparaticn f r its intefratiocn elsewhere o 

The social orpenin:ati':n of nomads howavero. has not 

fundamentally changed in sp'ite of oil the upheavals, but 

it has develoed new nuances throtu'h various economic 

pressures. These a., seen at two very different levels' 

i- marriar'ns where expenses, similar to those of the
 

sedentarizod pculations, have reached often irratinwl 

p rrrrtions, ~and -,n social class relationships, especi.sIly 

between the leidane and their de'endenti in ar.-pastoral 

areas, Creater f.ingncial noods hqvn placel vreater mutual 

demands but -1.s a m-,rc, urcent rush tr lileration ancl 

exodus, e.pecially for the h.ratin . 

SodertO.ri ontionhas had a 7...itive imract on women 

'of 1,rth rural and "urar, nomad-' , if such a distinction 

could ncw be allowed t' ,e made m>itli ty of nomadic life 

had always .llowed a certain autonomy to the women of all 

Moorish social classes especinlly th're -C the lower levels, 
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Sedentarizatiorn did not diminish this role; indeed, it may
 

have even given the The imnetus to develop a trade
 
which nomadic living , ha not !1lowed of mo'i.
lecause its 


lity.
 

The doirinant means of production'and raison dletre 
of ncmadic society are centered around livestockl and through 
it depends the whole family structure social conditions 

and ,Ao.iical links f the group. Thes. with large herds 

were able to retain their servile la',or and a3 a result 
better survived the drourht. Those with small herds, thus 

limited labor, wore the hardest hit.. The relationship 

defining nrduction is whlly haseO 7"n parental ties. 
The impact ,f mirration and seentorization has not altered 
this relationship since the need for firmer tribal or clan 

power and contr, was increasin.'J.y felt 
In thO 1970's nomadic sedentarization was essentially
 

spontaneous, unplanned, and lead no; fixedkoals.. It ex
pressed, however, an imoortont reaction common to all
 

social classes rorc than the will to reor:anize a new
 
society was the apparent rejecti n of the nomadic way of
 
life. For those who have sedentorized, there is no possi
le return to nomadism todayl for those who are still 

nomads, there in a greater attraction to sedentarize .:ecause 
of the general derradation and Oifficulties of subsistence. 

Finding solutions to the arricultural sector alone 
wil].l not solve the overall'.rohlems of the country, Indeed, 

it is only through rational., urjent and immediate actions 
to support I,-: th nomad& and their livestock - and not only 
thronubh vaccinations - will the censltruct ivo development 
of the country deeend. Yet, no such development can take 
place without a rational eauilibrium -etween herdinF and 

arricultural production. 
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EVOLUTION OF MODES OF ACCUN.ULAT!ON AND
 

SOCIAL TRANSFOPMATION
 

Thr,- c,...ons justify the importance of such an 

independent study even thou,;h the sukject matter was touched 

upon in various other analyses of the Sociological Unit. 

(1) 	 A historical ren'ron there c:sts a part of an active 

mercantile ecrno::y in the Saharan and Sahelian zones 

of .lauritania which had important social and political 

ramifications. 

(2) An eccnomic reason, the commercial or mercantile re-;
 

latiensh:ips of th.t system dnmin-te all productive
 

sectors althougqh they were created -utside of that
 

system
 

(3) A scial and political reas:n. the social rr up most 

involved in that system of capitai accumulation has 

an important role in the process of social change.. 

both economicall.y and -,liti cally. 

Thr',url the study relies. on a nurter cf ecnemic 

factors, it is not an economic study but rather one which 

centers ni sots of social mechanisms which have shared 

the internal narket eccn.my of Mauritania - such as the 

evolution of the social status of the producer-merchant 

an of the ,-.ial relatirnships (1ofininF the cycle of 

productive circulation o ,rnduc, an& money. 

A 'rief hist.rica]. descriiption 7f the situation of 

the 19th century is prenaete6 asAna mans of 5etter compre.

hending the impact the d]-minatiirn of a Western ec.nomic 

system then head on an ancient s:,ciety whose commercial 
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system was already known sincq the Ilth and 13th centuries, 

that is. durinf the ',lmravic ,-r:o, At that time, this do

minatien was far loss 7,cneralirzed and less o vicusly con. 

trolled t'y (outside pcwers, As f the 19th century the 

importance of the syster ncquiroO new dimensions with 

the industrial ruvlution in Eur.i.pe a- the 1-r ideninr- cf 

internationnl crmmarcs, The Ni.
;.ritaninn markets were
 

directed fr'm the :utcide fr:"m France through Vrnch 

merchants in aaonize1 Sen-:ttl ".nd from Mroccr,. 

A trade economy wt:. st:lishd in the 19th centu. 

ry, with the export of rum arahica and slaves and the 

import ,.f manu.factured ror:d. The. system was maintained 

by various fees paid to the colonial powers, assuring 
"freedrm of commerce" fWr the snke of distributing European 

goods in the M-crs' regi.tons, The economic and political 

importance f this is not i~lie:l! for .dt shaped emi , 

rWtes, dcveloped relirious m(vencnts crc.at,:td new centers 

cf social and p':litical pressurues, and established pew 

needs among the Moors. Fr,n Morocco, various 7,cds also 

had an irreversible impact on the s,-ciety through tbo 

introduction of toa. ,rms, car2ets. silverware, etc. 

Two imp,,;rtant factors distinriiish Mauritania from 

other Sahelian countries in its cnomic and pclitical
 

reaction t7 the dev "cprnent cf an internal colonial
 

market econnnmy:
 

(1) The xistqr-ncc of a str.nF 'ilitary and pdlitical 

resistance to the eclonial adrministrntors and the 

perpetuntion ':f cprtain non-commercial relationships 

of political 2nd social sir:nificancc. 

(2) The n'n.-xistenc, ,f ,..irect colonial politicKl pressures 

as cnmncnly :rctised .clserh,":re! thus. 'moth forced 

lec cr of Mr'<'rs and roreirn inves.tm-hts were 'limited, 
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'ctcrs rtain cnnstraints 

evlution cf the market economy while at tho same time.. 

allowing Mauri t;ania a secializati n in tu, types of 

commercial production ct~tle and salenbl labor force, 

The cattle market developed in the early part of the 

alonial era and was sncn characteri'el ly thu creation 

of an important social class of intermediries, merchants 

and -rokers . as well as a conqlicated systemcr credit, 

often based on trital affiliations., 

The cre aticn '>f v market of a.-ricultural produce 

was more complex than thot which concerned cattle trading, 

The resistance to colonial pressures qrlinS the Seneqal 

River were. identical to those ci te a!.ve, however the 

coloni.,l ;.rosence had a different impact on the populations 

of th- South: 

These f Q,1aced 	 on the

(1) 	 Taxes w:re paid .y Aqro-.storali,;ts along the river 

on the Pasis of hcad of cattln and a portion of the 

cr~ p. 

(2) 	 Foreco lacbr w.s imn,.sed. yet thcre wos no real.pcli. 

tical wi.l1 t, introduce the system of export prcduct

iOn c " .n7.7 jss':ci.ted with such a later policy. 

(3) 	 Limit'tions of fnc.d suprlis lvy"rd sellinr incentives. 

At the berinninr cf the col:ni-l p"iod, the Senogal 

River Valley vas p2-,-Jucinq an im:-rt.nt srplus of ccreols, 

.ts tradi.n" wos activo and hi"hly sacculati.v.: '.ut th. vnr

i.,ility of thn P-7duct..n lovel led to its pr-'F:rossivc 

decline (cupio nliy cc a result n'f demorrphic increase.) 

and limitcd the size nf its minrkot. 

The cr,..ti.n of an ictiv: mnrkct for arricultural 

produc Naon with tho iapep:iranco of shcrtnae of inor 

and 	 the impnrtation C'..roducc (-::rticuiarly -f rice), A 

enera] picture 1' th, K this.vutior markt efore 
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and after the food shert.:e crisi in presented..riefly 

Tt will he nnted tht the imrtarnc of seculatin and 

hoardin .f cereals by th, merchants.* in suite of the 

role A the Stat. trnnizatin ,ONSHEX, in charre of the 

reodhticn and distriT :uticn of cereIls, wil. Ve hirhlight:d. 

Th drought o-f 1929-31J plus the world crisis of that 
period ha .n impct not n th,- fa.l of rrices of cattle 

ind 	cereals but cn v shortage of mn.ney, including: forein 

currency. Ftamine settled bec.use there was a'shortaqe of
 

food The situation was different Ourinr the crisis of 
mcro than n dec,.de l.er.,, in .942.L.48. The fall of the 

price of cattle w.s mortant nl was essential].y a result 

of the drewuht and , f the closi.n: of internati-nal fron.
tiers duringr' the war. This crisis was a definite setback 
and prices never seemed to rise to th, levels f before. 

On the ther hand, rices reached an unprecedently high 
level for imported essential ,,ds (suar. cetton, clothes, 

-etc. ) . Th: im.act rf which w;s seen in two develo,..ments 

in market reiationshi.s:
 

(1) 	dcareciation of [ri.lolturol Pnd .. steral laYr 

(2) 	 nnns of local capit.l accumulation which gave. 
an imnetus to the formation of a mercantile social 

class. A commercu of smrnrl..hopkeepers ic-vdeloped 
at the expense. f the rrev:LOus lnrre.-scale commerce 

of food st.rao which n.lloweQ limited circulation of 

cnsh amonr hoth mcrc:ants ard consumers , 

This ]Vrat develo..rn-nt led t.: a tran;iti::nal and 
locally-vo-sed system of cO te.l accumulatin ! cash 
management. s nvi rnd dis.tution cf profits in the 

hands of prours caller shariba or savi ns ,ssociations. This 

was an adatation to. th .,non-cxistence of n.bankinn system 
and corresponded to the steady 'rcwth of a salAried class 
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in the a miniwative and mininr centers. 

In the past ton years, 1970-1980, a profound chan;e 

in the .c.merc.Lal distribution systm has taken ;lacoe This 

cannot he as yet cl,.rly nalyzvd 7iccause of the lack of 

historical perspective, anK the c7.ntinuation of socio.. 

economic mutations at all l(va]s, Iwcvor, certain tendcn

cies hnve heef,bseruod

(1) 	The eli.inotion of thn2 European commercial monopoly' to 

the Q M of a small .hut im:ortant Lcb..nesc con 

mencinl circuit. The iFu.: Pf ccmerce., h"wcver, is 

taken rvcr hy Mauritanian mcrchants 

(2) 	 a moderni ankinr systum all.winr local merchants and 

c-ntract.r s t.. enlar c tho ir investment ctivities 

and to accumulate savinp's nmre rapidly, 

(3) widunin, of notJ.onal c.nItalistic activities nati.n

wice cntcrcd cssentially on the im ortation cf 7onds 

This was achi, vo, throu-h o sall r'rour of rich Moo;r 

merchants, further rcinfrcin;: the s' civ-ecancmic 

hierarchical oranizatn f the national marktinF" 

system. 

(4) state intervonti:n in thn rOtnU.t :f organisinC, 

crmmcuc.. with th. crc.- ti: n of SONIMEX Or the pur

c e of distrihutin: essential ..nds tc the imrcv.risherl 

populati.n cmrucially since the Ornght Z the 1970's

(5) the wid..in' : nati'nal r...rk.ts-. ncl the canacity rf 

capitl.. accumula.tin w.re t'iricted Ly the econ.mic 

crimin: which was in Tart A c ,n;scuenc of the dr-'uqht, 

D,urip the entire hit; ry and v luti,.n of the ;ro.. 

colcnil r .1nii'-: n,ri As, • a)ter Indeenaencea.n, a 

socia]l lass f nerchants wns .,rr.: t,r> ucrh the P.. os 

of an int,.: 'rirmarket system. Thi.: market is characterized 
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by the depreciation of prices of rural .roduct-, deprecia.. 

tion the.ftradition,al frn of wealth such as cattle 

and control of both production and marketing circuits 

by the. loc1 merchants. Pll this Ihas led to s)ecific 

characteristics vkhich define. the present mercantile modes 

of capital accumulation; endencies of hoarding money and 

morchandis investmients in non .pro0D(uctive sect-.rs 

(hr.,].ng commence, trans;ort, etc)- ,erpetua.tion or the 

concept. of' accumulati:n as linked to the control of men 

and their pr,.duction deilopmnt :f a political and social 

systen cC .r' :na. 

he st(i.es of t,. social an. economic crisis of
 

1c94 -i6 provides an unroerstandinrtc of tim formation of
 
thisn "lass at exrense cf the
'-.mrchants the 

tr-iditional vrc)a.t:3orif,in-tod from ' -oroccanuho ;;io.stly 

tribes which until tiv. ]91101., domrinated the interior 

co.m-merci. circu:i t-. The most utst,.ding( ature of the 

1940'sa is thzhreforc seen ir the ,]ecline of political 

power of t[,tb th,. Iacsan (warrior) social class of' the 

NIc &rs and thai, e1 the rv~blr; elIee clas - of the Touceuleurs. 

PA in frr.nccohcnethe institution.,,thor part! ,f .fricn. 

a].J.z-t4on of chtef'.3 e car.t,..n" , chiefs chosen by the 
colonial c,'nJ.nJ.atration rcplacinp- trd:.:.iti-nally acknow.. 

].ond .]ear.s ,helped establi-fsh sp cul ..tive "blackf 

,.,nr -o, ltxat:V.,en *tc. ,ften benefited].ovios,, wlich 

tlhc new rrc'ni:ie cl ,.-s. Or; the:c ethe.r hand a very 

corYLe:v :Y;:/tern ,;f peciali:;atjio ir.n cmfiercia! cirouits 

w S t "1) amni,' ct,'i-'in ?oorish tribe,: durinr: tbat ,period., 

T w. 2wr:y a,,r :iara!r ut classs doveloped Ourin,. 

conea " all cmmer. ...al nd r')". ti.r. market 

linkcd t,, svr , 'hia"was ospe"?a].!l ccn tore d aro urno 

cattle. trt. -.nd the,. o- nncntrclcaravan t'za-s 
p., rn; .now ;-lncepts of .. UCo accumLl.tion evolved I;hrour :h 
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private ownership of palm rroves the traditional djemaa. 

or tribal dr-,csion-makinc councils, e-tended their 

power to cc..rcial circui-s ec 

The aut-ncmous econorie function of the marabout 

merchants created a new political .erspective to this 

social class with defini re anti..c, onial positions. After 

inde2pendenoe ncw political associations were ieveloped 

yet, it was only through the explosi('n of mi-. ration and 

urbanisation. -a. consequence of the droupht of the 1970 ,s 

that the power of a new merchant class begins to be 

fully felt. 

The ouet',on is put forth- what are the capacities 

today of the national private investments in the ncdern 

sector? Such investments still continue to be concentrated. 

in the speculative sectors. This is a result of the growin, 

difficu]lties of profitable investments in the modern 

production sector (agricul ture in particular) overburdened 

by both social and economic constraints. Moreover, a growing. 

tendency among that merchant class is to abandon the 

marketing of rrimary consumpti.M prodce to SOIIIMEX. 

the state distribution org7lanism, while reinvesting in 

soeculative activities ::,n the periphery of that official 

circuit. Mearwhile impcrtant investrients are concentrated 

in cattle traCin,- and the birinr ,f salaried labor as 

well as ,smllr,o inve,-tment s in or-ivately cwned irrigated 

perimeters. The ].,ttcr investments are fnr too new tc 

indicate whether they will encourage or[eater productivity 

in the rur,). sector mired in a staremant economy and whether 

this tendency is linked to the revLuetmon of prices in 

cattle trar:i.n , 

It is quite clear, however, that a national boureoisie' 

has been formed in the past ten years as a resil.t of both 

a salaried urban ,ector and speculative trade activities, It 
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is significant: to notes however, that part of the accu 

mulated capital fjt's within certain social and political 

confines:, into a. redistribution mechanism of a wide 

social spectrum. As ,, result. .except for a few ostenta-

tious exception-; and living patterns do riot 

differ in anpprance within the varlous social grou 

in spite of the gromrng ..... the majorityprv....hmont of 

of the p.1.pu,.t:.cn, ,oreover., cmmon cul.tural values are 

important factcrs linkin, the v.-trious s,,ocial classes 

in an expr . ,icn of soci -,1 uni't-y, Tis is narticularly 

seen threurh the growinfc importance religion ...Islam. 

is acquiririn evrywhcre at all social levels, Can a 

situation ,f srIcial a~ntaonis hre apparent in this diffe.., 

rentiatinf.. mode of capital accumul.ation? In the final 

analysiS, it anrear thot in spite of the Frowing social 

conflicts th.it i-1,ay be cnd are evolvirng today, such an 

evolution ha,: not led to real or onen social antagonisms 
based on occnormic d.isarities but rsther to a orewing 

acceptance of burgeoisie where s'ocial mobilitybi 

is tied to both new economic and political orders. 
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