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INTRODUCTION

Lo ;?ge'cepaxysg,ogichque,ip,all5traditiona1rsopieﬁiethas E
beenmrgeﬂrmpegr_an alien monetary economy.has had.on.all-levgis
of their modes of life, .their praductive systems,  theix soeial;

| structures and relationships, and their, vexy. mechanisms of. sekf-
suﬁficxency if not survival. A. long history of conquest, .domina-
t;qn{and goloqial poliq;es haye,got_spared Mauritania fxrom that
process. .Added to all this, the.drought,of the 1970’s burst. the
veneer of self nrnfeetiwe survival which the various .social ...~
groups had qiven the illusion of maintaining to the outside world.
,Scr.e survived better than others, but.all, were touched in the
Qréﬁpundeet]way possible : learning how to adjust ta-erratic
cﬁenée._Drouqhts have Been recurrent gyclicgl phenomena.. in -Mauri-
tania every 30 years or so., Yet, it ig essential to- understand.,
that the impact of *he mgst recent drought and the..adjustment:. -
to it have been very different than in the past, rendering the..
people s possibilities ot survival far more fragile and tenuous.
Both human andvanimaludemogrephic pressures,: § .consequent: progess
of degradation ot the”env;ronment,qa”ppahge‘in.mercantile.circuits
and a greater dependence on monetarization have all led to a


http:phenomena,.in

striking différence’ in the effects of this last drought as com-
paredwto those of the past century.

Men and herds can move for better survival elsewhere, but
agricultural land is immobile. Unlike men and cattle, it cannot
reconstitute itself. It has already become obvious .that, while
agricultural production is decreasing each year, the commerce
of livestock has dramatically increased even if this can be ex-
plained threugh the facets of economic and social exploitation.
This impulse of exploitation has not been possible in the acri—
cultural sector which allows no room for soeculatidn .o as yet!

The traditional social orqanization of" agricultural labor
in Mauritania ‘has. been deeplv shaken and is in an uncertain con~:
centrated nrocess of change ' change in land tenure, change in, ur
the social and economlc relationships between laborers and owners,
change in agricultural hahits and motivations, change in the
role of women, change.in the tynes of known migration natterns,
change in habitat, change in the very concent of space, a, basic .
premise both in relation to’ political power and dontrol of agrin
cultural production ... The list is endless and ‘the outcome re-
mains- uncertain.ul,

We will attempt to concentrate on, three- ‘broad tOplCS basic
to the problems of agricu]tural devplooment in Mauritania tradi-
tional concents of land ownership among the three major ethnic
groups (Moors, Toucouleur, Soninke) and their subsequent chanqe
through agricultural projects; the traditional agricultural lax
bor force which fits so strictly in the various hierarchical
social sys tems and its mutations; and lastly, the variouq im-
pacts. which agricultural devélopment, princinally irrigation.
have had ‘on’ the qeneralfpicture of social change.



I. LAND..OWNERSHIP .. THE,.TRADITION;

The traditional land tenure systems . of -the major .ethnic.,
grayps. of ‘Mauritania.~ the Moors, the Toucoyleyrs. and the Som=.
. ‘ninke;. =, are well known,.and much has been written -ahqut them..,
in the old and,current historical and anthrppological literature,
and esvecially in various reports dealing with development pro-
jegts. Moreover, a National Commission .on Land Tenure was formed
:in the .past., .year, and is.still studying the problems posed
by the application. of the 1960 Land Ownership Law.. To avoid un-
necessary repetition, we nropose to.present an outline of the
traditional.land tenure systems as .a: necessary background to .
the, understanding of the changes, that, have taken place in the
social organization of agricultural labor.. . ., ,

. «+«In spite of the great difference between the social struc-
tqum_h;storigql.backg;opnd and -ecological enviropment of the
three main qroups. mentioned. above, similarjties do. exist and,
.indeed, create a.link with .the rest of traditional African land
tenure,.systems. This does naot lead us, tp.assume,. hoyeyer, that
unified new laws could.then be enacted. Ouite to the contrary,
the problems, that led to the failure or .standstill, of many a
(developnent nproject linked to .land redistxibution are due to
the 1aqk_of,understqnding of -the particularities of the dif-
ferent concepts of, apd attitudes to, ownership in the various

systems. .

... ,fhe most common characteristics of .the African:land tenure
systems .relevant, ,to. the Mauritanian ,context, may. well have impli-
catiops for the attempts.of implementing uniform.land. reform
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nrojectslyWe will see below, hoﬁever; that more important and
more difficult to pinpoint ate:the différences. We. insist on this
point only because it is through the understanding and consider-
ation of such differences that attempts at reachinq the peasants
most concerned will be made more 'successful. The ‘traditional
characteristics which we oerceiVe as being common to Black-Africa
and in particular to the Sahel are the following :

Individual utilization of land 'is within the qeneral
’concept of collective ownershin and is conditioned and

Tcontrolled not onlv by the community as a.whole but by

the ethnic nower structure; "

"A highly’ ‘defided hierarchical social structure and. a
correspondingly defined system ‘of rights of ownership

and usage of land are strictly adhered to.:

' Shiftinq cultivation is inteqral to the traditional

aqricultural system of productidn in rainfed areas. The
strong impact which the drought has’had and' continues

i

'to have on the decline of cultivation:has affected the

concent of ownershin on these lands. Land, everywhere,

'is a factor of territorial inteqrity The social, reli-
ﬁqious, economic and political unitv, 'if hot survival

of the groun depends on it. While land sale is somewhat
more commonly encountered today, there is still 'a great
reluctance to undertake such transactions with outsiders
"'(, e rx\ ' v g -

to the group. i

The unwritten character of the law or free interpreta-

jtions of land ténire laws (ex. of*Malikite law in Mau-

ritania) result in ‘the ‘difficulties/of its application

" and 'its' varidbility. This does ndt implycthat written

1) See Podedworny, passim,



~laws mean.better laws. Indeed, we,maintain that-the....
-modern laws enacted today are.far. less sonhistigateda
than customary laws that take into account variations

and particularities of different legal situations ver-

tinent to the group.
e. Ownership is assured throuqh a system of imposed taxa-

tion, gifts or performance of rituals on those accor—
ded usufruit of land bv recognized owners.

. ~In, 1928, the French colonial: powers: tried- to impose a.- |,
-land ownership act that.would recognize ownersionly after offi~
cial: registration -of the;land.  Though this was a peripd.which
helped: expropriate one ethnic group for the benefit of another,
especially in.the South, it.-did not. succeed in overcoming custop-
mary laws,.for, today, original owners;of the land return to..
-elaim their right now that irrigation-as well as the drought. -
have:increased: the value'of certain-lands..In Augqust,K 1960, the,
newly: independent state of Mauritania, in.an attempt to.enforce
a land reform procedure, enacted a. new land- ownership.law, which
is.much contested today.not only:for its very vagueness . but- also
for the lack of consideration it gives to: the diversity of custo-
- mary laws and for its .lack of recognition:of the most basic of
Islamic tenets.: ownership of land is based.on work, the "vivi-
fication" of: the land, and.on historic circumstances.- This rule
--ds-based on one of the. hadiths.(sayings. of the Prophet which,..;
hold. as-much importance to.theological .internretations as the
Koran itself) which legitimizes ownership by the mere fact of
vivification of the land. However, land lost by owners can al
ways bz a- .basis of reclamation of.rights to this. land.) Indeed,

2) Toupet, p. 257~258; Chehata, p. 124-125.
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from all reports, evaluations and analysis of -land ownership
problems, it 'i's not the. difficulty of the recoqnition of owner-
ship that 1s at the heart of the oroblem but.rather the poli-
tical institutionalization ‘of ‘that ownership

v

3. LAND OWNERSHIP AMONG THE-MOORS®’

Moors, unlike other ethnic qrouos, own land of Various
types. of Cultivation in Mauritania : oasish dryland, irriqated
and recession. ‘This ownership, traditionally defined alonq ‘social
lines: (beidane owing land, haratine working the land with various
rights-of usufruit), is strictly confined to clan affiliations
(for, both beidane and‘haratinc), This pattern of ownership is
determined by either right of conquest of land or by.right of
first clearing and cultivation of iand. Because of the diversity
of the types of ownershio based on ecoloqical conditions and
historical circumstances of acquisition, customary:laws differ
from region to reqion, esvecially in relation to imnosed’ clan
taxatign giving rights of usufruit to those without land (rental”
fees .varying from giving 1/10th to 1/? of crOp) Ake

In pr1nc1n1e, the land tenure system of the Moors is based 1
on Islamic law, on the Malikite rite, but most often. customs of '
the different origins have given it its own characteristics or
have adapted Islamic rules to their own benefit and circumstances‘
The golden rule in Islam that-the land belongs to.the oneé 'v¥ho '

- [
3

3) See aociological Profile on the Moors for a detailed descrip~
tion of society and laws.




.cult#vatés.it'is rarely adhered to anywhere 'in the Muslim World
anthﬂmost:never in. Mauritaria., Indeed, the assumption ‘that Is-
lamic law’ accords- rigiits of ownership exclusively to "free ‘men”
can be’ interpreted to be'correct only in the event that the con-
cept of "unfree men" refers to slaves who have not' been con~
verted - to Islam. It is therefore incorrect ‘theologically:'to' '
say4)'that Islamic law allows haratine, who are Muslims and re-
cognized even if peripherally as members of the 'group,:to be °
@xcluded from ownership. It is rather customary laws and social
habits. that enferce such restrictions and such interpretations.
'« Actual - land ownership is at two levels; « the communal ‘and
the individual. The chief distributes  communally owned-land: to
heads of families who ‘have freedom of decision‘over their plots,
excent for giving it away. It is only upon 'the anproval from the
chief that strangers or outsiders to the clanmior ethhic group
may be.permitted to settle and own land. This form of ownership
requires payment of a yearly: fee or tithé to the:clan'’s chief
in recognition of the original ownershipi rights and has become
a far more frequently observed phenomenon in the past ten: iears.
Very frecuently, -because of irreqular rrains, land. is'vedis-
tributed every vear by the drawineg. of lots.after the. first: floods
or' rains, by the chief of the clan??alhighly etfalitarian gesture
giving all the opportunity of better.crops. This egaljitarian.c
strain is also seen asian expression of gratitude: to services
rendered. by others but:'situations such as these are vef? Aiffis-
cult to translate into a‘nationally-devised law. For example,

4) Maurel, p. 24, .
5) Toupet, p. 257; Dubié&, n.d., Maurel, p..273i



before -the 1960-land ownership. law,. the inhabitants of Fidjikia,
"subdivided -into.4 fractions.of the Idawali c]an, participated’
together in the construction of a dam at Fderoum in which’ they
wer2 helped by-the Public Works department Because ‘of the His-
toric recognition of-.the valiant defense hy the chief of ope of
the fractions, Ould Abohoum, of the interests of the Idawali
-dgainst the Kounta, it was decided that that fraction would
¢be '‘given an extra 1/6ths of the land allotted to them and the’
‘other 5/6ths.would be equitably divided among the four fractions.
Different expressions of recognition towards complete out~
‘siders through bequethal of land have been known throuqhout the
history of the Moors in Mauritania. Thus, in gratitude for'the
support of the Wolof against a common enemy, the emir of Trarza
‘'not only married a ¥iolof noble woman in the 18th century, but
also gave them~large. seqments of land which is now oartially
included in-the. irrigated Plain of M'Pourie. Such qenerosity
consequently assured the emir‘s oolitical domination in the area.
‘Where oasis cultivation - palm groves - is involved the
‘traditional legal rules requlating collective and individual
‘ownership are far more strict and more orotectionist than those

6)

for recession cultivation. Clans long onecialized in palmtree
‘cultivation ruthlessly defended their territory and any outsider
would find his-trees cut down and his wellq filled with sand.

Wle see more clearly in the oasis cultivation an Islamic code,
the habous, adapted for a nuroose other than that for ‘which it
was originally intended with definite henefits for the group's
protectionist interest.

6) Toupet, op. cit; p. 258



i The reliqious institution of habous pronerties (meaning _
1ocked in : indivisible and inalienable) far purposes of chari--
tably assuring and oerpetuatlnq usufruit riqghts to the, noor has'
fundamentallj changediin meaning in Mauritania. As a means of
exclﬁding outsiders and of preventing theqnarcellinq of land, i .4
habous is declared on the collective ‘or family proverty unon the
death of the owner and only usufruit benefits are shared by his
descendants (in princinle only, sons obtain two parts an& daugh~
ters one part of a promerty). Thus again, proncrty remains within
the clan's family'’s domain and in no instance can it be sold.

A traditional and more qgeneralized custom forces the owrnier
to give the cultivator of his land (most freauently a hartani)
half of his property, if that co-planter worked for five years
on the land. Yet,, such a custom is in Adirect contradiction to
the inalienability of habous. Where .such habous oropertv exists,
lthc custormary. law of sharina proverty is rarely apnlied 7 On
the other hand, in areas where vpalmtree property is not qoverned
by habous rights, as in Tidjikja for' instance, another protec-
tionist measure is used. The palm groves usually havc several
individual owners within one family and when one of them wants
to sell his snare, priority to purchase is qiven to the other
co-owners rather. than the outsiders In some areas, a hartani,
who has been, sharecroppinq for over five years,lmav himself have
riqhts to that sale. Indeed, it is felt that it is better to
give to a hartani who is part - of the social and family structure
than to outsiders, who may become an economic and oower threat

An important consequence of this inalienability and in-

7) Ibid., p. 276,



dtvision of land owpershio is seen on oroductivity. It appears
that though these rights protect 1and from being parcelled, mi-
nimal, production sttll prevarls on most habous nronerties. Ber
cause they are frequently badly manaqged, they attract 1itt1e in-
vestment by ‘the numerous owners who only’ qaln usufruit behefits
for. the property and, are not directlv involved in its mahaqe* vy
ment. 8) The ‘djemaa (clan council) has, howevEra the power to
ductivity %)

ern The Moors, unlike other ethnic qrouos, do. not consider-
that the lack of cgltlvation of land over a long period of time.
Justifies loss of .owners ship., Land once acauired, . remajns part;
of the communal propertv unless 1t 1§“iost throuqh hattle, ex-
prooriatlon, or, weak oolitical control. ndeed,.traditlonal Is-
1amic law asserts that ownershin (mllk) of land, once acquired,
can never ‘be lost even if land is left long uncultivated, unless
1and is’ freely disposed of -(by sale, for examnle) by owner.}o)
Yet, it is not everywhere that land is so sacred to the clan or
ogllectlvity . If 1t is so observed in the R'Kiz area, it is other-
wise amonq the Moors ir *the Chemama rtqlon, the Senegal River
area, where land sale 1is undertaken without constraints. 11)
§uch contrasts are not a result of the éxtent,, of J.anr1 availa-
bility but rather because “of the difference in the sotio=-poli~-

tical relationshin between owner and cultivator, i.e. beildane

—r—

8) 1Hid i p..;375 and BDPA, -1968.

9) Toupet, p. 276.

10) Chehata, p. 127. _
11) Maurel, p. 27; Boutillier, et. al., p.‘3é;




andnhapgt}ne. Such a re;apionsh;p changed ‘much:earlier and far
more dramatically along-the river valley than elsewhere amonq .
the Moors, because of the more dircct and more obvious pressures
by the colonigl powers., Today, economic pressures:and migration
are the factors,con@itiqning an evolution in thetraditional
svstem of land tenure. , o A

All land tenure systems comprise two rights rights of
ownership and riqghts of cultivation through renting, .sharecropping,
leasing ... Among thez, Moors, these rights are traditionally de-
fined along clear social divisions..In general, ownars:are the
beidéne, cultivators are the haratine,lz) the, abid, . (sing. abd
domestic servants or slaves) may be,allowed, to cultivate but often
strictLqun“behalf of their master, therefore they are.not obli-
gated'to pay the master or share in the exvenses of the - land.

All contracts between owner and cultivator are verbal and
most frequengly done between'q,master and hls hartani, . thus
assuring the retention of land within the clan .and making it
easier for the owner to obtain ‘his fee or share of the crop be-
cause of the strong social and economic, 'if not also: psychologi-
cal ties, established between masters and servants.

psufruit,rights of cultivation vary considerably from re-
gion to region and from clan to c¢lan. We will cite here only a
few contractual arrangements for, purvoses of contrast, while

12) In Arabic Haratine is the pluyral -for harath meaning, the
one who cultivates. Hartani is the singular form of this
word .in hassaniyya, which is the arabic dialect of Mauri-
tania. Hartania is the singular feminine of hartani.



keeping in mind: that with the, changinq 31tuation today, however,
many a beidane owner has.been forced to cultivate 'his own' land

"After' five years,, the, cultivator of 'a palm grove (not;:

under ‘a habous) obtalns half of ‘the paimtrees; except,
in the Adrar where ke would obtain only a third .of the
‘plot’.! The owner provides the land and the wells while

"tHe' cultivator provides fhn seedlings.

7 Phe cultivator, in the ngant, would have the right to.

ionly ‘half of, the qecondary crops under the palm trees

(wheataandubarley)a_

' Thé hartani cultivating a rainfed plot in“the Adrar
“would sharecropr. in equal portions with the owner who

would provide the seeds,

" In the Tagant, the cultivafpr of rainféd plots pro-,
‘vides the seeds and keeps 9/10£hs'of the "crop:

At R'Kiz, the conditions of land rental differ according
‘to #thether the cultivator is an outsider to the group
'‘br:a hartani : 13),

fi',. In the case of outsidﬂrs to thn group, the owner
i8 entitled to 1/4 of the crop "£¥om the cultiva-
tion of the.plots with 'diffreult ‘¢léaring condi-
tions and as much as 1/3 of thé'erdp' 'ébtained - .
from land where some vagetation exists.
i [ In the case of haratine tenant farmers, the mas-
,ter is gencerally nntifled to’ 1/3 ‘'of the ‘crop. v

13) Maurel, p. 50,



This 'amount, ‘however, Incteases to' 1/2 for which
“Geeds havé beén provided by’ the master-owner:ahd
‘al much as 2/3 if he also assumes responsibility
" of feeding him.

111" In the case of. abid tenants, as much as-$/19 of:.
'the crop is ﬁrovided to fhe master who has the
résponsibility of providing the abid with food.:

f. In practically all cases, the cultivator or hartani must
~ pay ‘the ‘zakkat} the religicus tithe (1/10.of the: crom)
to' ‘the owneér or'the marabout of the-clan. -

B L.AND' GWNERSHIP AMONG THE TOUCOULEURS

r

Fraditionally,' the pdssibility of 'the'‘individualization
of '{dnd ownership Hpdears' £é’ be .far’ edsidr Hnd more ‘acceotable
in the Moor's social structurc. Habitat (the ‘tént), mobility, -
comméﬁéé} social relatibnships, all created conditions of indi-
vidualization or; at least, have led to a'qreater importance
of 'the nuclear family. For the Toucouleurs' highly centralized
social‘stfﬁcturd}4).such a possibility 'was ‘far more difficult
to conceive. It is only since the colonial imposition of land
registration on the basis of individual ownership: that such a
‘trénd was made -possible. Irrigation nrojects along - -the Senecal
River are also enforcing a new form of land ownershio, -at least

on paper, for it'is not always'so conceived by the community.

14) See Sociological Profile, Black African:Mauritania.




‘Land. tenure traditions”anona'the'fouéouleurs are complex
and are inextricably linked to their social and political struc-
ture and to their knowledge of soils and thelr usages. , Along
the Senegal River, three main tynes of soils are commonly known.
Walo (fexrtile recession land), dlorl (drv land),,and fonde (rarely
inundated land between Walo and dieri) Yet, six‘o¢her types are
classified within the traditional terminoloqy and @ach conform
to ceqtain,rules and reculations. 15) . .
Two characteristics appear b%édominant to the customary
law : (a) the intricacics of the laws only scem to affect the
walo lands which are the most llmited and most fertile, the -
dieri, easily available and denendinq on- ralns, bnlonqs to whom-~
2ver cultivates it (the family unit, galle, or individual), thus
possibly becoming individual ownership: (b) excent for the dieri,
all lands.arc.qollectively owned, diowre. and are inalienable,
transmitted.within the lincage or clan through the dean or chief
of the lineage, known as dyom lenyol of‘maodo, who has absolute

power on land and décisions within the lineage.

The protectionist measures are evan more‘defined than.
with the Moors by a complex duality of law allowing usage of
land; dyom dyengol, literally meaninq riqht of fire (imnlying
rights of the first to clear land), and dyom leydi, master of
the lhand, oy riqght of receiving fees or " redevancas”., In general,

both dyom dyengol and dyom leydi are imposed on thg same plot.of
land. The cultivator; therefore, must pay the naster of the 1and:-
(land owner) ,.usually a membdr of the aristocratic class of To-
robe, three forms of fees : the assakal the religious titha of

ol -

16) See Oumar Ba, 1976, p. 9-14,




1/16th Of ‘the Vearly crop, 'the hfdioli, ‘the yearly rfee foro! s-
"entering the 'f161d"; ‘the tiofigu;form of tax to dompensate« “or:
inheritan¢e rights by fhe descendant of the oWwner. "Inthe:pas., -
both the n'dioli’ and ‘the tiofigd were usually paid: im iform of.
cattle, ‘or, for artisans, 'da produ¢t of their smeciality. : '

" 'Whén only rights of usadge, 'dyom 'dyengol, .are imposed,:.one -
of threé’types of sharecropping contricts are chosen:'s-

(a) assaKal, 1/10th of ‘cror, 'théoretically; the réligious

Y tifhed © " . oh

by rempetidn, 1/2 of crop?

() §21§§§ﬁ,a'maﬁimﬁﬁ'numbcr of ' years (up t6'10) i:decidec
upon &§dinst which' & lump ‘Sum of mon&y i6r riched id’
paid, as well ds thé yearly 'asggkal.

ATl these forms of taxationl®) are'ah expression of domis
nation by one class ‘on all othérs, It dppedrs, however, that tha
oldest inhabitanhts: of the ValXéy) said to be the 8Secbe, ancient
kings or soldiers. or'sébalbé, the caste of fishermen, were able
to retain"'th&i# rights on their land as first occupantsl7) thus
remaining freée "from paying fees unless they cultivated outside
of thelr land. These rights of lineage domination: vary from area
to arca acéording'to the strength of the lineage and the size
of their landl The importance 6f that concent of lineage as re- |
lated tb 1and is old but still veby mueh ali¥e in the Mauritanian

16) Other forms also exist such as doftal, payment through one
day of work in the owner's or chief's field, Hore Kossam,
payment every Thursday by portions of milk for the dead; a -
payment by cat%le breedors, ete.

=y

17) de Chassey, 1977, P. 213.




Fouta Toro. Domaines were acquired:throuqh.conmiest or-gifts:'to:
the dominarnt political ‘class; 'the!Tdrobe, whose 'most powerful
sub=qroup’ are ‘the LawanKobe. Indééd, the area is divided 'intd-
seven' territories,” X each of a different 'size and of a different
importance; 'where redcvances and ‘parcelling of land varies con+" -
siderably. This point’ is§_very significant in the undérstanding

of the reasons for 'differences ih the nature of land tenure oro-W
blems today as they exist in different irrigation projects, as

for example, between' the Gordol and thé Boghe plaifis.. ‘

The differences between the Gorgol Perimetcrs at Kaedi and
the projected perimeters in Boghe are particularly important he-
cause of "thé ‘freactions to land redistribution. Three'guarters
of thé Gorgol periméters remain uhcultivated bécause of an effec-
tive boycotting by the owners. No such nroblerms are foreseen for
the Boghe plain. While four major clans traditionallv control
ownershio over "thd‘Gorgol Plain and three at Boghe,  the importance
of the clans is fdr more dominearing- and assertive in the fotmer
because of the historical sighificdance of Kaedi and of thesa '
particular clans, of thc gréat concentration of fields, ag well’
as the richness of the ﬂé;g; land. The economic dynamism of
Kaedi, its demographic growth and traditional commercial signi-
ficance have all given the traditional leaders an important ad-
vantage over the possibility of control on agricultural pro-'
duction as 'well as on commerté. While Kaedi made strides in edo-
nomic diversity, Boghe, eepecidlly since the 1960's,' has diminished
in population and thus in economic and agricultural importance.
The traditionally greater parcelling of the land, escaping the

18) These are known to be Dimar} Tor6, Lao, Irlabe, Ebiabe,“Bossea,
N'dyenar, Damga, inhabited by smecific lineages. !



domineering control of a few owners such ag -in Kaedi r:as.well, as
the greater, presence of cultivators ~ owners on their-own lands
(contrary to a high degree of absentee owners in the Gorgol),
have made the problem of 1and redistribution in ‘Boghe far easier
to manage, both tp the cultivatorg and the legislators. 19) .
Land tcnure. customs have greatly évolved in-the; Mauritaniqn
Fouta Toro, diminishing in 1958 (the inalienable‘ propertics) to .
only 10% of cultivated lands. But the domination of the,hristo-
cracy .as landowners,  the Torobe, ‘is §till very.obvious, with 60%
of land. gwned by them and 9? by their dyvabe, slaves and exvqlaves?o
Though thcse figures datc some 20 years back and the proportions
muct have, chanqed since thon, an indication for the,resistance

to change, howevery,is very obvious with the creation of irrigated

perimcters,,pvnn though the latter are usually nlaced -on. the ,
least productive 1ands, excent for' the Gorgol. We sec here a si-
milarity in the exprtssion of power in both the Moorish and Tou~
couleur social structure - power through the control of land and
through the inalicnability (diowre or habous) of that land.

We cannot exclude from this brief.prdsentation the impor- .
tanc2 of another aspect of the Toucoulcur social orqanization
in relation to land orqaqization or management : the galle the
extended family unit with its‘géllg Chief, through whom all im-
portant ratters concerning home and field must wass. He, is the |
link par excellence betweon the chiof'of the lineadge; dyom lynyol,
and the latter's,constitgents, so to gpeak. Though he may gather
all eldexs aof the,villa?e orlfaﬁil§ to méake a decisiony he is

1

{

19) . See SOWADER . 1979, /1978, 1874; socREAH, 1972

20) See de Chassey, 1977, p.\214 and Boutillier, agt: ek, B, ;
116-117,
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the most important and thus his control on all mattersiof PrOdUC*.x
tion and distribution can be great. T A N A N
¥ In practice, the Moors, though they do not' admit it in -most:
cases, do not follow the Islamic law of granting partial inheri-
tance rights of the land to women. Similarlv, the Toucouleurs -
and the Soninke, as will be seen below, exclude women from-in-
heritarnce, rights on the land These two ethnic ‘groups admitiit.. -
tc bhe aqainst their customs and jus ify it by erroneously saying
that it is so prescribed in the Koran.' Tt is not always easy: ..
to determine the difference between actual beliéf in a custom
and conscious manipulation of thlS custom. What.is important ..
tor.us to know, of course, is the practice. In ‘this case, itiis
a reflection of a highly centralized power structure as well !
as an expression of lack of understanding of thé Islamic code i
which if applied, may ‘revolutionize the social structure-as

it .did the Arab world of the 7th century A.D.!

C. LAND OWNERSHIP AMONG THE SONINKE

All that has been said about the Moors' and Toucouleurs': .
;and tenure system can be applied to the Soninke with the pro-
vision of multiolying by ten-fold the aspect of social control
and political protectionism. ' Co s Conere
Traditionally, Soninke land ownershin is in direct: relation-
ship to the political power of origin. Rights to land are de-
termined by the rlqht of conquest and thus the right to rule
which is in the hands of two noble families dominating the po= ::
litical and social structure of the Soninke in Mauritania, the. -
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Camara angd.-the, Soumare,,frqm whom only the Tounka, the political
head and master of the 1and is chosen. The land 1n nrinciple,
is strictly owned by the Tounka families who deleqate their powers
to the descendants of the founder of the vallag 1ts master
of the.land, ,the, nvinyaqumme, who controls all land distribution.
All members of the village, besides the rulinq class, have only
usufruit rights to the land which is indivisible and inalienable.
No selliwg is.possible though nhanges have been observed but
excentionally so. No land can be kent if the cultivator leaves f
the village. , T . .
"y . A difference exists, however, in the deqree and attribution

of land .according to the typcs of soils known to the area dieri
21) o o By : i“ -

fonde, walo, falo,
Even though the dieri is ahundant and 1s, in Drinc1nle,
free ta whomever clears it. in practice, it 1s under thc respon-
sibility. af the head of the v1llaqe who Qerceives a payment of ]
1/10th of the, .crop. These lands are known as frnt lands, dvaman~

kafoninve, and being the farthest from villaqe and rivorj they
) 1

[ . i3

are usually cultivatad bv the servile classes. . Tho more fern

tile lands, knowmn. as the lands af the clans, Khaabcla- ninve, are
under rigid.control of the chief of the clan and master of the

land, nyinyaqumme, and on them three forms of usage are allowed

21) Diexi o,nonnalluvial areas~ Fondc : levee (1ncludes three
types of soils)- walo © sedimentaty basin 'béhind lovee; falo:
upper seqgment of the river bank. See Bradley et al. », 153 .
where an intercesting list of 18 terms is presented denoting
topogranhic forms known amono the Soninke and Toucouleur (p.53)
and a list of 7 terms denotina soil tynes of which 6 are par-
ticular to the Soninke. There is no better proof than. that
to exnress the knowledge a verople have of their environment
and its use,

22) See Socionlogical Profile on Black African Mauritania, section
on Soninke, for a more detailled discussion of land tenure
and social organization of the Soninke,




loaning of land on renewable contract evnry year;’ leaginq up to
three yearsfand a new phenomenon of the selling of land only on
fonde. This is only possible on. the highest marts of the fondé
which are now very hard to cultivatn since the drouqht These

nayments, nyinyantickhe, varv greatly from region to region'and
"can go from nominal, symholic paymerts to large portions .of the

A
:

croos.. .

Within these customs of general land ownershio holdlnqs

have a, definite organisation reflecting the family structuren

each extended family, the Ka, has a collective fiold the te-Khorg,

under{the'authorlty of the family head, Kagumme. On the other:

hand, the husband's field is known as salumo and the wife's field

as Yakharinte'and though there is mutual help in‘:each other’s

field, the wife in principrle, is.completely free to do what .she

wishes with thc produce. ( '
Inheritance practlcally doos not exist within the ‘Soninke cus-

tomary - law'further reinforc1nq the concept of political pover,

inalienability and 1ndiv151billty of the land. The land belongs

to the clan, to the commun:ty, and returns to it. ‘In 'relation

to the family f lds, "the land belongs to the family 'and at the

death of the hecad of the famjly the Kaqumme anothcr family el-

der replaces him and takes control of family affairs. Indeed, it

appears that in some Soninke clans, men and women distribute
their properties and other material goods while they are alive '
to the point that it is.sometimes said concerning the death‘of
a very old man that he was so old, he had no possessions any--

more."?3)

23) See.Poilet etmwihter,(b,.402g
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‘outiine of THAditional

Moors

“'Coiion property of ¢lan,
Distrlbution of plots by -
chief of clan.to heada of fa-

mlly : i g

4Indivisibillty of pronerty -
for protection agqainst -out~
side sale

Possible collective rcdisfriu-
bution of plots each year

1
"o L

(|
1

Qutsiders allowed only: .
through permission of Chief
and Djcmaa with tithn cbnm
siderations. '

Selling possible in limited -
areas (ex, Chemama)

Land ‘acquired in recogni%s -
tion of services performed

Habous pronerty, esp. of -
palm groves

Uncultivated land remains ~
communal oroperty

Role of Djemaa in cultiva-
tion decisions

Contractual arrangements vary
from region to region- bet=:r
ween. cultivators - (haratin@)“'
and owners (beidane) ‘- ‘

Grekat variety of tithes frbﬁ
1/2 to 1/10th of cropn goes
to the owner

v [
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Toucouleurs

{ I

L A _:-.

' All lands, excent dteri ,'cotimon

property of lineage (diowre)

All decisions by Chief of line-
nage

Lands inalienable and Iﬁdixﬁsible

Head of extended household,
galle, has control of land
distribution. Intermediary
between lineagc and villaqo

Individual ownorship possible
on dieri

Selling is'recent phenomepon:

Sharecropping contracts set
according to riuhts of usufruif

Predominance oﬁ ariszocracy as
large landowners

Gneat variety .from region po ~
reqgion in relation to.usufruit
taxation

A



cesstecravessnnassoss Land Tenure Systems (cont'd)

cat e

Soninke Wolofl)

All land ownod by political : Land tenure varies from Eéﬁﬁﬁnity
ruling, class and thus belongs to community, depending on de-

i
- i

to the clan , mographic nressures and land.
"t availabilitv
-+ 1Head of familv has final - In general, Chicf of village:
authority' on famlly lands has final anthority on decision
but not on ficlds owned by - making, on land distribution
women and haa first choice on land

All.land is indivisible and Land is collectively owned by
inalienable ' yillage with individual plots

) for. family units which are con-
tracted by the head of the ex-
tended family, Keur '

H
i

~pe

Right of usufruit for all

No inheritance allowed to women,

clan members regardless of but division made between male
social class; no individual inheritors, except for collec-
ownership . tive nlots '

-- Selling of land still ex- ' =~ Land closest fo village for
ceptional “"free” men- land farther away

' for servile classes (same applies
to Soninke)

: ! Tt
- Land acquired th¥ough:con- ’
quests, gifts or'colenial

acquisition r

- Inheritanée on COlIectfve
family basis only

- Tithes vary from region to
region

A

1) As alreadv noted elsewhere (see Socioloqical Prnfile on Black
African Mauritania, sectionjon.Wolofs), very 1little .is known
on the Wolofs of Mauritania. We therefofe nresent only in
outline form information qgathered rrincipally from. finld in-
terviews.




D.:- SOCIO~ROLITICAL POWER-AND THE: CONTROL{OF SPACE 3. A CONCEPT
OF LAND.OWNERSHIP. :

UponLxhistaékéfounduoﬁ ir$dition,.whatwdo the various land
tenure systems.of Mauritgnia }mply?'Whgtvgqg§bgy mean-in today's
wbrld.of abrasive change;: cf.-mobility; of imposed and- alien nower
structure? How are they  perpetuailed? . How fundamentally did they
change? - . o ‘ - : . Y

'r . .We have-seen that,/in princiole, rthe traditional land
ownership-asystem of: the-Moors is baged-on.the Malikite rite which
institutionalized. ownershin throuah effort 1+ land -helongs to the
one who cultivates it. But in nractice,:this is not the case,
-and we- see that a striking similarity between+all the ethnic
groups is the fundamental rqlapionshin,g§tablished between the
racquisition of land, that is.control of snace, andimolitical and
~social power, not necessarilv economic mower..-All the'rules and
requlations will emanate from-that coricent of vower-which is re-
inforced by a rigid verpetuation..of gdcial hierarchies. Con-
sequently, common;to_all the ownershin svstems; similar mechanisms
and patterns of control will prevail

a. inaliepability..and indivisibility of..the best lands (in-
' -deed,’ this is'a most logical Meaéufe’df{sélf¥5?ptéction
in a region where fertile land is-scarce.and where, his-

toricallv, land was aCQUITPd throuqh conﬁueots, r3221as,
. usurping of vower) : ‘ ‘ {
:nbf yearly mayments for the nrivilpqe of uqufruit } a con~
" stant remindor to users of the nrosence 'and status of

the owner, thus pernetuating sprvility and a clientele
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et

vile class (slaves and ex—slaven), the backbone of the
agricultural labor force. The original religious impli-~
cations of most of these vayments - haloin& of the noor
through’ the tithn of, zekkat -or assakal - were ovprridden
‘for ‘the nurhosp of r@inforcement of ownershior

‘?igid control of the sale of land to outbiders of the
community as a means of excludina them from a possible

integration in the sogio-political vower structure. If
gsales are far more frenuent today, tﬁe& ére, in rural
:areas, still strictly controlled and only excentionnllv
is land sold under, certain conditions, to outsiders.24)
The reinforcement of..lineage is’ through loana and sales
to ohe's own kind , o
,d.-Tradltionally, the extent of space - thus rontrol ~ was
set by the extent of lineace ties which, in turn, set
frontiers of land ownershin. Thus attitudes to national

frontiers still have little meaning to most commun;ties
alofig the river but changes are occuring more as a ..
consequence of the drouaght and economic self-defense

than because of national nolicies.zs)

'S

24)

25)

We know of specific examnles of such sales and in each case
it was an outsider who married from the predominant ethnic
group after having nroven . himself to be a successful mer-
chant (examrles in Atar, Caralla, ctc.), thus @conomlcallv
useful to the community.

Dlallo,,p. 13, notes however tliat some families*cultivate
on both sides of the river -"If we were to considern_ the no-
tion of nationality, we would sav thatithe relations bet-
ween Mauritanian and enéqalose cultivators ... are that of

kinship. neighborhood, work and, on the economic side, of

complementarity rather than comnetition."
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Change thrbuHh the &oldnial imhdsition of written land !
rights, independenca, migration, drought and new development 'pro-
jects' have 'all helped bring about-a major impact on the traditio-
nal attitueds toward ownershin. The individualization of land
ownershio is still not very widespread, yvet a beginning has taken
vlace - éspécially on irrigated lands - though it is frequently
neither clparly planned nor ¢learly comprehended by the dom-
munities. 26):

e The new economic indep@ndnnce of the haratine has weakened-
a link within the traditional MSorish social structure. But it
has only weaKedde it. Tt Has not broken it. Though the “"redevances"
df iniposed yearly “tithes havé'diminished, esvecially since the
drought and since the greater migration of .the haratine towards
the ﬂéigl areas in 'the sOutH, the psychological link which is
the ‘only social réferendé availablé - the beidane ex-masters - -
is maihtained throddh these pavments. These are freqguently very
relictantlv adﬁitted“todav'td“butétders.?7) No matter the econd:-’
mic independence of the scrvile classés (whether Moorish. 'Toucou=
leur of’Soninké), the deenly ehqgrained concept of politicdal and'
sbcial hierarchies place barriars to social mobility. Thréough
thid wé can better understand‘the'succesc of the’landowners' re-

sistaﬁce'rto chénqé What we arc not sure about is how long that

o V

holding back of change can be pértetuated. s
"Political power' is still thé only justification for owner:

ship and not the fact of actually working the land. The numerous

problems that have arisen in the past, and today, around land

£ o

26) See below section on Aqriculture and' Develonment, III B.2.d.

27) Soe below section II The CultivatoraAAf~ Chanqes in the Aqri-
cultural Labor Force, and III Aariculture and Develooment B, 2,
£ (v)




digputésl” What 1s at $take.-here' is theé’perpetuatidn offa.defiance,
on thé'orne hand, against restrictions imposed by traditioritand,:
on thé'othéer hand, against'still-contested privileqges ‘thrdsed

by dolonialism. ' ‘

‘UUAd'eivil servanttecently told us'in Kaedi that the most™
difficult, most unmanageable and most constant df probléms tare
those related to land tenure. Smeculation, claims; anéfchic'
squatting, ‘anarchic ‘construcdtions. are all daily occurrences which
most frequently escape official control. 'The most obvious reaction
to ‘all this is that 'the original nolitical ‘classes are forming- -
a front of solidarity (not only in'Kaedi) in ovpositison' to any
changé which may risk unsettling their power base thus also 'their
privilege of social control. ’

It 'is not our npurpose to go into the historical Adetails
for an exnlanation of lahd”tenure nroblems of today - or.yester-
day. Yet, it is important to ndte' that most ownership cldims-
have historical 'arquments brought forth by the marties. involved.
The validity of all these claims is not always easy to determine.
This 'difficulty in resolving these disovutes highliaghts the ur-~
gency of studying such cases '‘as those '6f Nake R'Xiz, Magta Lahijar,
Corgol, Aftout of M'"Bout, '‘Dar el-Barka, Boqhe?a) The identifica--
tion of who the owner of origin is should not be the only goal
of the research.' Rather, fof"how many vears the’land was culti-
vated and bv whom'may be’'a far mére pertincént aquestion to golve.

28) Several documents have been written concerning these probhlems
of which the following shoulq he consulted, . Hervouet, 1575;.;
Maurel; Tounect, Boutillter-et-al.- SOGREAH: SONADER 1974,
_1978 19797 Some .StudiesVshould be redone''sue¢h’as tha oné .
“6n ‘Dar el~Barka (BDPA"I978) in which the 'heart 'or: the[land
tenure problem was not dealt with.



As already noted above, it is the political - and legal - in~
stitutionalization of ownershio which will helo golve the cri-
tical questioh facing policy-makers : that is, what is the com-
bination of tenure rules and institutions most conducive to

reachinag small holder-based agricultural goals?

II. THE CULTIVATORS : CHANGES IN THE AGRICULTPRAL LABOR FORCE

It-would not be an cxaggeration to say that' the bulk of
the traditional agricultural labor force in each of the ethnic
groups of~ﬁauritania is compozed .esscntially of slaves qnd ex-
slaves. The fact thaf there is a great percentage of slaves and
ex-slaveg in reclation to "free people" in most of the groups is
z confirmation of that reality. The Soninke of Guidimakha and
Kaedi ‘support the fact that there are more slaves in their com-
pounds than any other social class. A recent report on Tamourt
en Naaj indicates that among the Kounta fraction there are as
many haratine (34%) as there arc beidane (37%) whil> there are
11% 6f'slavgs or abids and 18%”of zenagas. tributary berbers.zgr
This, however, does not mean that the noble classes do not cul-’
tivate. Amonqg the Soninke, everybody works the land and amoﬁq‘f
the Toucouleur, the'upper ¢lass Torobe afé the most involved in
decisions related to agricultural work and are said to be tﬂe !
ones to migrate the least, for nanualllabor or artisan work'is’
considered ~ociwllv imeaning for them For them,; there is sﬁiil

29) FAC, p. 17,
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more honour in working the land. Even. the heidane are heginnrng .
f‘,lg)i‘n.,i.l‘f- ey

to cultivate, out Bf economic necessity thouqh certain v notj -
,~:|v. N A IR

with ‘the sense of nride of "the Toucouleurs or qoninke. —
i ROT

" Yet!, the slaves' and ex»slaves of all the ethnic qrouns .
I Sporenen

are still dbligatéd in most’ cases to nay various kinds of tithes
for the privilege of cultivating a land that had been cultil|”"l1
vated by their gqreat grand-parents. A religious justification

is found to reinforce the order established Indeed the order

is so'accepted that "ex-slaves have. their own slaves aS'lonq as
having slaves exouresses a betterment of gne social status,

0
called hdtatine 'by' the Moors, by the Toucouleur, dionkou—
rounko or Komo bv the Soninke,_%h;—institution exists’and in i

spite'of ‘defihite chanqes, it is neroetuated by a stronq ata~ ‘

f » 1 ol 4 4 “. fH

slaves being equivalent to 1uxury qoods. Whether they are

"

vistic seiise of tradition.
v "Aiword of clarification!should be added here to nlace intoL
better " oerspectiVe the meaning of slaverv ‘as oracticed in Mau~
ritania veérsus the more common aopreciation of ‘the oroblem as un«
derstood in the West, We will qo into the historicalngﬁplau
nations of such a social 51tuation for it has been dealt with
elsewhere (Sociolodical Profile : The Moors) It is imnortant
to realize; however, that slavery as unders tood in the western
world ‘does not exist in Mauritania, indecd in Africa in qeneral
Nomestic: servants and field laborers are Jart of a social class
which is servile everywhere yet they also fit in the' familv struc"
ture and, though exceotions exist; 1iVve in the same conditions,
eat the same ‘things, dress the same way, except for the Moors.,‘

Culturhally, this servile class identifiés with its master’'s cul-

30) See de Chasey, 1977, passim, ». 270 to 274.



ture for it also lives it and practices it. The\phyéically in-!
human conditions linked to ihe Western form of 'slavery are incon-
ceivable Here. What is at stake is the social and economic sta~
tus of the individual who cannot move, either vhysically or so- -
cially, to another environment. This brings up another generalized
charact=vistic of social classes in Mauritania, and, in fact, the
Sahel : one is born in the social class of one's grand-parents: '
and nothing can make one move up from one class to another, even
modern education and an important civil service position. A two-
tiered class system exists, in fact. On the one hand, the tradi-
tional system with its hierarchical 'social levels 'strictly defining
traditional social and political behavior, and on the other hand,
an urban-based class in which the modern sector evaluation system
predominates * educational success, commercial economic success, °
good job, fancy house, etc. It is here that one can see an equali-
zation of traditional social hierarchies but only in work situa-
tions and not in social relationshims which are still heavily
determined by traditional social ties and orders in Mauritania.

We therefore see that all social classes, from nobles to the
lowest class of servility, are locked into a social immobility
that tends to perpetuate itself. The enormous differencé, of course,
is that slaves, ex-slaves and domestic servants are traditionally
never completely in control of their destiny and are in a per-
manent state of dependency. Changes have taken place but much

change remains to be seen.

A. THE HARATINE : A SOCIAI, CLASS IN MUTATION

The abd (plural abid) is the domestic slave among the
Moors and rarely dogs he cultivate. The haratine are the culti-



vators, freed in principle by their masters. They are free to
migrate; they are able to pecome owners:. some rhave-.created their
own viflaqes;ﬁgéé,lin essence, they function as sharecrovoers.’
In tﬁétgg}chéldgy of the harating, work is the measure of survi-
val while fér‘tﬁe beidane, idleness is ap.expression-of self- i
esteem, at legst‘when~;t cqgcerns-manual work. .Re Chasseviperti-

[ FroarT
nently writes 2

"Il ne faut pas, oublier que sous l'aspect gratuitr et =
"désintéressé de la oroduction théologique et voétique. .
maure, il y a fonction, justifide var les uns, acceptée
par les autres, du surtravail d'une-smoitié de la vopu~'-
‘lation, selon les chiffres actuels les plus vraisemblables.
au rrofit dlune autre moiti&, oisive."31) © '

These characteristics of the Moorish societv are:impoftaﬁt:for
they have a.direct bearing on -the impact of change 'on the society’
as a whole and influence the very process of thaﬁ'chanqé“ﬁot'bnij'
as it pertains to agricultural p:ioduction but to the modern sec-

i

tor as well.

Colonialism, independence. migration, ‘the drought, education,
all have geperated structural changes within theé varicus social
groupings. Two important phenomena appeared: salaried labor and
modern land legislation. The first precivitated a rural exodus
and a shifting of interest from agriculture (forcing some beidane
to cultivate themselves because:of the loss of %téditiopal labor)
to modern urban manual work. 'The second brought otit in the onen,

31) Ibid, -p. 148, "It should not be forgotten that under the cloak
of gratuitousness and impartiality of the theological 'and
poetic outout of the Moors, there is a funqqiqn,Jjustified bv
some and accepted hy .others, of the overworking of one half of
the population, according to the most.recent . figures. to the
benefit of the other idle half.”



by allowing the confrontation to’be heard, the' tensions long
stiflad concerning, land nse In fact it IS 'since the drought
and the ‘'small beginnings of dcvolonmont 2 nrojects.that change
has acdcelerated and, indeed has set in. - "

Numerous examples can be foand to express the tensions of,
such changes. Yet, it is interesting to note that the recurrent .,
questions that come to mind after numerous readings and fiecls
observations, are WhPter the breaking of the ties of servility
means the end of tithe obligations and, if so, does thiq mean
the break with original social ties? With the oriqinal social
identity? These are not questions that we can readily’ answer for
the the cases vary qreatlv from region to region, and from in--
dividual to indiciaual Some exafbles may help, highlight the di~-
‘versity and difficultios of this adaptation- to change by both
beidane .and haratine.

..2. Salaried activities in the towns have led many a hartani
(plural : haratine) to seek emnlovment. while leaving ‘
his family, or part of it behind.- It is said that in
some r:ases, the hartani must still.pav part of his sa—
. lary to his ex-master. This is Adone not only bocause'
there is the traditional habit of expressing resoect
in this fashion (3iving wnart of one’'s production to the
noble and religious classes) hut., more important, becaus\
the man's family mav have rented a field from the master
and a total break between the hartani and master mavy
lead to the taking away of the field from the hartani’
family, thus is livelihaood. 32) ) ‘
b. In Lake R'Kiz, millet production in normal yearq is
considerahly higher than in the Chemama reqion where

32) See also Maurel, ». 25-26, who adds that thcse Davments serva
theemanpose of a "social security"” for the hartani upon re-




land owners Haveé’ grag.ally diminished the imposition

of tithes because of ths. scarcity, of nroduction. This
haq led to a définite changea in the master servant re-
lationqhip which have affected the concent of ownershin
of the Chemama land.’ 33) The traditional rlchneos of the
millet production has not encoqraqed the owners of Lake

R’ Kiz to diminish' their hold on land cultivatod bv others.
The drought, however,” has made cultivation 'a more arduous
task while, at' the same' time, monetary needs have greatly
increased, even for the haratine. To onnoee the heavy

'an'

fees imnosed bv their masters, .the haratine actually
refused to cultivate and went .on qtrike 4) This event
happened in 1972 and yet the prohlem to date at R'Kiz
has not been resolved. The lake, oon51dered for an irri-
qation project, is'owned by 13 tribes ano’fractions who
themselves contest each other's ownership. Here it is
not a matter of ownershin for the haratine but an eli-
mination of tithes which is requested.
In Magta LEhjar the problem has acquired national pro-
portions and has strong political connotations. There
are several renditions of the Magta Lah1ar conflict all
with various forms of justification. The most accented

explanation, however, is that some 8 to 10 hears ago a

,vr,,

.

32)

See also Maurel, n. 25-26, who adds that these rayments serve
the purpose of a "sogial ﬂecurity" for the ‘hartani unon re-
tirement for he would be assured of beina taken care of by
his master's family. Rowever, the economic situation today
may change rather abruptly such an assumption.

33) Boutillier et al,, ». 38-39
34) Maurel, p. 28
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ddm'was‘constructed by the beidane and haratine of the
Idawaich marabout trlbe in the aim of reconstructing

an old dam built at Ound ‘Ameur in 1940. Contributions
were made by all - mas ters and haratine .- on the basis
of equal rediStribution of land for all particinants.
Only a smal. group of haratlnp were considered- after

the completion of thc dam, howaver. This incited the

- haratine to go to Choqar 7 km Sut of the area, to build
their own small dam. The masters came and "convingced"
the haratine, that coouefation“Was necessary -and acreed
to compensate them for some of the exnenses made, if
-some beidane were included. The local authorities, the
Prefecture, helped in this reconciliation. Up, to.this
point there apnears to be no conflict in the information

received. However, witnesses confirm the haratine's

assurance that they hal received a written "“Protocol
d'accord”, or agreemant, which was verbally presented
to them to the effect that the land around their dam
was .now theirs. Once returned to their camps,; one of
the diterate haratine read the document in which only
usufruit rights were accorded to them. Immediately, a
violent revolt took nlace The haratine leader was arrested
and the dam was destroved by authorities as a means of
eliminating a contest of wills. The haratine declare
having been betrayed whilz the beidane and the authori-
ties claim never having made anvy such aqreement with
the haratlne other then allowinq them ugsufruit rights,
For the past 3 years, no solutton to the problem has
been rcached. -

d. Bolladji is a haratinc villégé: a fow kilometers north



"of Boghe, It was barely fivn'years agd *that the first
hous»s were byilt, Until then, the five families which

LS

settlod there remained in’tents. deav, “tHere are forty
fami]Les. All the haratine came from on? tribe the Idey-
‘ajiba,pﬁ,thq,Aleq region, and all came' to cultivate the
walo of, Baghe. It is interesting to note that while the
"walo beclongsy, tp the Toucouleur bf the 'aréd, the land

“ surrounding.the veriphery belongs to two Moorish tribes,
;FPQ Hallailaba and the Ideydjibe, the¢ latter being the
haratine's 0ld masters. The haratitie'claim that they
L%pngqt_ggy any fees to their'masters and'in fact, few

. of them .eyer go-back to their area of origin. However,
qllngay,fees to the Toucouleur Wanz family, a symbolic
‘lggéggn;yas¢ a tithe called diolde, as 'a méans of con-
firming richts .of ownorship of that family. This is,
Iﬁpweyer,,diffiou1t~glg£i land which the drought has ren-
dered even more difficult. Thus;, many §h§récrop on the
walo for the Toucouleurs under remoetien ‘conditions,
_1l.e.,.balf of the crops are given’to'the owner. These
‘hgratine are, not self#suffidient,'yéﬁ'rhey have manaqged
to break their ties with their originil Hocial links.
Their attraction appears to' be strongetr ‘towards the town
of Boghe. Indecd, -their women marry Tc “couleur men, but
not ong c¢ase of .a hartani marrving a Toucouleur woman
is known. A definite sense 'of a break with” the Moorish
qglture was espacially observed' among’ the womnn, many

of whom were wearing the Toucouleur "houhou (dress)
rather than .the Moorish women's "malaffa'. Though most
oF these haratine romained in-an aqricuitural activity,
many had already joined the army or gone to seek work in




Nouakchott. Many also worked'aé eeasepa1 agricultural

laborers in Senegal.

RN

oo
, The point of this example 'is the recent attenpt

H of related individuals to create an independent community.
What identi+y this community will assume,, they them-
selvec are not sure. -Row' long they will be éhlo to re-

ain as a community is also dlfficult .to say, especially
when ene realizes that two-thirds of their lands will
bc taken by the embankment for the extensive Boghe irri-
gated nerimeters. What comoensation they will obtain
is till not very claar either, -
e. Sangue, a Toucoulecur village along tho Seneqal River,
js, in effcct, a village of "Toucoulourized" Denianke
Peulhs. The villaqe has a mixed novilation of nohle
Toucouleur (Torobe) ; Peulhs, beidane merchants and ha-~
ratine who come as seasonal laborers, None, of thé haratinc how-
ever, has a set salary and very frequently they are
housed and fed by the families for whom they work in
exchanqe for work accomplished nlus som: sort of Finan-
¢ial vompensatlon if agricultural work is heavy. This
is a villaqe in .which the migration nercentaqe of ‘male
YOUth and adul+s is high and the presence of the hara-
tine comnensa+n for this lack. o o
£, On the Pllln of M'Pourie, amart from the. Wolof owners,
"there are thren Moor tribes with alloted portions:of
lands because of tha historical ownershln rights : Ou-
"1ad Beqnouk Oulad Khalifa, and Oulaﬂ Bou Fly. Oniy: the
haratine of Lhe different families cultivate the land
'Qnd," in princinlc, would be the owners of the land: ‘they
cultlvate. Because sharecropping ‘and traditional fees



.....

pgse;ble to know if, 1n gffect, anx tithes are,paid ‘We
kbgw, howevep,‘thag in another case of expropriated pro-
.nertv(from the Emix of Trarza qiven. to:those who culti-
vated alonq the Rosso area, l.e. the . haratine, the tra-
dition of giving a qood share of the crop is.still.main-
‘teined qnq consequently, the de.fagto.pwnership of. the
Emir is rncognized ‘Links through fees.are maintained
for the sake oL socxal ties but the maintenance. of .such
1inks is not onenly deglared. This, in itself, is.a pres-
su}e towards change.
The situation oF fhc twelve haratine who . managed to ob-
‘ tain plots in the Gcrqol irrigation project-is particu-
nlarly_intereeting As with M'Pourie, no fees.are to be
paid to the original owners. When pne of the haratine
Found fhis out, he refused to pay, the "assakal",. 1/10th
oF the crop, to hje old master, and wont, tc the police
fo denounce him. As a, result, the land was taken from.
the hartani! But as the original owner, could not fing:
anyone to cultivate for him -. though the reason for this
difficulty was not clear from the interview ~ the har-
tani was 1sked to return and cultivate. He went back,.
on the conditlon of not paying the fec. This qave eou-
rage to thc other eloven haratine who also stopped pay-~
ing the tithe. Here, again, it is difficylt to know .
whether this assurance is S0 absolute for, as an old So-
'ninke of Kaedi maintained, the. pavments. of “tithes" are
absolute and widesnread in the Gorgol. perimeters and
have gone over the accented 1/10th becavse of the value
of the land now irrigated.



These - few’ examples-are but an indication of the diversity
in the attitudes and necds of. the haratine, varyinag from a com-
nlgte bhreak with one's past to an unbreakable need to sustain
that link. What is still significant, however, is that the hara-
tlnm have rcmainced the most productive force within the agricul-
tural sector of the. Moors. In the meantime, mobilitvy, migration,
nnw ownnrshlr, new laws have incited them in acquiring ‘a conscious-
ness tha+ is making them awarce of their riqhtq under the laws,
aven if these are not. clearly, enunciated. Yet, ‘migration does
not appear to be a strengthening factor in group cons sciousness
as it is with the Soninke. Tvpical of the Moorish culture of
which they have been impregnated for centuries, the Haratine
frequently become highly individualistic and try to'break from
famlly and masters; oftaen not sending money back to the community,
a behaviér ih comnlete opwosition to cither Soninke or Toucou-
leur miqrants. If this phenomenon may not helrn us answer, cven
if hesitantly, our miestion at the start of this scction con-
cérning the break with the traditional social identitv of the
halatine, it encnurages us to add another question : Does this
mlgration help the haratine into seeking a Adifferent identity?

If so, which one and how?

, The traditional relationsnin of denﬂndcncy of the haratine
towards the beidane is gqoing throuqh an agonizing wrocess of
chanqe. Mutations of mixed depondcnco and indepcendence are taking
place. The most significant asoectlof the change. however, is
the new set of relationships which are hccoming possible for the
haratane as salaricd workers and, at the periphory, small owners
thouqh exceptions of rich haratinc owners do exist.

Ls the above was beina written, a declaration was made on July



5, 1980,3 ) by the Military Committee for National qalvation G
(CMSN) »abolishirg slavery in the efitirety of Hauritania.'In fac+
slavery was abolished under .the’ Fronéh ruld in 1005 and rpconFlrmed
at Independence. This appears to be the first tiﬁé'gince indeven-
dence, however, that the official recognition of th-= Dersz.stencn
of slavery is admitted bv the verv fact of abolishinq it. A .com-
mission of theologiang~ {ulemans),economists and.. adminisfrators will
be formed to study the nroblom of comnensation for the masters
who will be losinag a traditionally frce labor. The situation is
very now and the problems have not yet been raised buu the im-,
Dlications of this declaration, not yet décreed 1ntoklaw, may
Vary greatly from area to area. v ' ,‘ g
Thao burd;n of slavery was be¢oming’ mutually onarous o)
both slave and master, and marticularly to thosn masters who wore
sufferihg under the drought through the' 1oss of catfle and craps. .
It was becoming increasingly:difficult, as seen 1bcve, for .
the slaves and haratine to »ay .their fess as nreccibec bv their
masters and the tradition. An exodus of slave and haratine Jhas |
appeared more widespread since . .the 'drought, but ties with the .
masters have always beon maintained. How drasficallv will theqe>
ties hreak may be a question only the future can answor, Yet,“
the ' c o n o 2 i c support was fréguently mutual oven if at,
the greater expense of the slaves and haratine. The abolition
of olavery would not fulfill its purpose unless the frped slaves
are helped effectively into. being intcgrated in the economic '
circuit - a problem which will not be easily qnttlnd in é countrj‘
with as gr@at an unemploymant 'situation as that of Maurltania,
Furthermore, in the context of this prescnt study, a portinent
question which should be raised by the above-mcntioned commission
is whether the slaves and.aharatine are now to be automatacally '

35) Chaab, July, 7, 1980, p. 1 and 6,



recognized as owners of the land they have been, cultivating fdr >
SO many years or - whether they will become wnaid lahorers, or con~
tinue to be snarec;opgersﬁ

B. LABOR ALONG THE RIVER

It has been said that the social situafion of the Toucou-
couleur exists in function of a common destiny : working the land.’
There is absolutely no doubt, however, that that destiny .is shareqd,

bv all the other megor grouns along the Sencegal River,. including
the'Peulns, togay a group fated for a mode of life other than .

36)

their traditional herding and forced into sharing - even i€ tempo-
rarily ~ this same destiny. Indecd, manv Peulhs are hecoming cul-
tivators by nncessity, bhut rarcly owners of land, thus increasing
the salaried agricultural labor, force which is a qrowing and
important factor of socio-economi¢ change all along the Seneqal
River, o . '
Theoretically;wthe.sgcial structure of all the ethnic grouns
of Mauritania rosnmbie eecn other : highly hierarchical, with all
having endoqamous casfcg and slaves of various cateqorlns, Yet,
they differ in one maln asocrt : in their socio-aconomic func-~
tions as reflected in their agricultural organization and pro-
duction. Among the Toucouleurs, tha noble classes do not till
the land, bu; are therdominant decision-makers on its production

and distribution of this land as are the Soninke. Among the latter,

36) dé Chassey, 1978, p. 96 .
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however, traditionally everybody, old and young, slave and noble,
works the land aud the.patterns.of life - habitat, 'sociali'réla-~
tions; ﬁiqration,:agriculture. food -distribution, et¢. +« center
éround the agricultural activities of the aroun. s
Migration for the Soninke is a teost.of manheod. 'I¢ ‘Bégins
at a very early age, when, baforc the rite of circumcision, boys
of 8 ta 11 years old are sent to work outside of their village,
usually in a larger town (such as Selibaby or Couraye), for:the
‘sqlg;nupnosq of earnina money to buy their after-circumcision
feést attire, th¢ ’'houbou". This mav take five to six months and
is a tradition which s#ill persists. Today, a Scninke young man
cgpﬁpt det married honprably unless he has b=zcn ocutside the
country and especially tq France. To.migrate for vork - particu-
laﬁlx ﬁgr an urban activity -+ is-an oldr sacial and psvcholoqgical
Mpecessityrfcr thc‘SQninkn nan and, has- hecome part of the general
dnd accevted social mattern of bhehavior. The Soninke have & say-
ipg which highly values commersce, the most imnortant activity of
_many migrants : "All trades arc accented excent stealing!™ Tt
is, ther«fore, understandable and not very surprising to note
that a qgreat majority of youth migrate for vears on end for,
 putting aside the economic prossures today which have created
a vacuum of males’between the ages of 20 and 50 in most Soninke

37 the sdcidl pressurve 'to loavh iq tmnortant.

villages;
In view of such an exodus, it may be a logical assumption
to helicve that social ~lionation and loss of id~ntity may be in-
creasing among the Soninke. Moreover, a loss of intercost in agri-
cultural activitiss is a normal cons equence of such change. This

is a typical reaction in wmoet vouth not only in !the other ethnic

.

..37)- See Bradley et al,, and War on Want teports




groups in ‘Mauritdnia,; ‘but in most un@g;@eveloped countries..Yet,
if all the above is'also true for the:Soninke today, a striking
and ocutstanding charactéristic of this highly family and clan
controlled society is the fact that migration.recinforces this
control on family life and on agricultural activitles around
which the' family unit is centered. There is no escane from family

38)

and class amony the Soninke; and there is no nossihility or

< en desire to’cscane, for -reintegration into family and village

iz the £finAal ritual for social self«esteem.39)

The high value placed on work and nroductivity is, the cqgé“
of the dynam.sm of ‘the Soninke in and outside of their traditional
environment. But 4t is also a very rarticular tvpe of dynamism,
for it refuses all social - though not aeconomic ~ structural. .
chanade and is viewed as a mcans of -perpetuating, the traditional
system of control and nower of the elders of the grourn. Thae vouth
and men, regardless of their modern or urban social functions,

are undar the moral obligation of acceontin~ the decisions of theilr

38) Sec Ibid.,, also Sociological Profile on Soninke, (RAMS study
B-5) and study on Migration (RAMS Study F-1),

39) It does not matter how long a migrant stays away from home
as long as he comes back. It is said that if a migrant does
not return it is bocause hé has failed to accumulate either |
.eneugh monev or material goods. In such casecs, if hae refuses
to return, a decision is made hy the familv and the village
&ldars to send someons to fetch the man. In no way would .
this person be demeanod or shunned. The goal is to recintegrate
him in the social structure, not to reject him, even if he
werd 'unabli’ to live up to the moral values of the gromno. In
onc such case at Piarountourou in the Guidimakha, a man in
his fiftics, having hecn awav for 25 vears in France and un-
ahle to manage either his lifn or his finances, as was expec-
ted of him, was brought back to his village, a house was con-~
structed for him and he was given a pocition in the traditional
assembly of elders, the djrmaa.
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elders and oeers. Thig apparent traditional*bbhesion'of'the group
has nevertheless, opoosite effects on the jnescapable procass
of change within the societv, if not only throuqh the impact of
demoqraphic pressuraes, ' ..
Diaguili, in the Guidimakha, is the stereotype of the So=
ninke village vhich makes evoery effort of rejecting change, and,
by enforcing their traditional hierarchv of rower, apwoears to
withdraw within itself. Indeed, this can only bz exnlaincd as
a means of self-protection against an avalanche of uncontrollable
chanqa.4o) The village occupies a smaller surface than Selibaby.
but has a denser nopulation than that of that’ town. To nrevent
anyone from moving outside the village, and thorefore charnoinn
the traditionally orescribed habitat nositions, the elders have
forbidden all construction outside of the village, excent for
slaves, and as there is no space in the village, compounds are
literally asphyxiated by overcrowding.41) Such a situation can
only‘lgad to tonsions, 2xplosions, and indeed, the present contra-

40) In Diaguilli, as in other Soninke willages vieited, rhere are
signs at the various entrances of the village forhidding the
entry of motorized vehicles for they disturh the peace of
the village. It is also interesting to ohserve that unlike
the villages of the Toucouleur, Peulhs and Moors, where space
nredominates, the comnounds of the Soninke villacas are in-
credibly close to each other and in Diaguili stiflinaly so.

41) Tre closer one lives to th~ center of the villaage, the higher
cn2 1is in the soclial hierarchv. Thus the Soninke villages
are built in circular forms, the nohles in the center and
the ~laves at the perivhery of tho village. It can be said,
nence, that those who have the most breathinc s»hace, so to
speak, in Diaquili today are the slaves, for thev car - and
do - expand their habitats.
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dictions of the Soninke appear full-blown in Diaguili : on the:
one hand, a saeminql& éeIfﬁsupportinq, cooperating society, whgre-
control and selffhelpyexnress the nride of the grouo while, on
the other hand, an internally tense groun where conflict at all
levels begin to become apnarent, even to outsiders. o

This socio-psvchological structurc of the Soninke is varti-
cularly imoortant‘in understanding the problems which facc this
society and their present impact on aqricultural nroduction such
as in relation ‘to the creation and maintenance of cooveratives,
reflecting inhibitinq factors to constructive change. Yet, we.
also note that the highlv organized and cohtrolled social stryc-
ture of the Soninke has heln2d many families in these drouaht-
ridden vears to survive in 1980 on harvests of 1979. Even more
than in the Toucnuleur and Wolof villaqges. the labor force in -
the Soninke fields has creatly changed, reflecting an evalution
and zdantation in the social organization of nroduction. In spite
of the apvarent attcmpts to maintain the traditional structure,
four factors alsm tvoical of the chanans in all the other ethnic
aroups are far more hcightened among the Soninke, reflecting a
areater change in the organization of their labor force :

a. The increasing participation of children below the age
of 15 years in agricultural labor, thus making it excee-
dingly difficult for children to reqularly attend school
or even hava their families willing to send them to

school;42)

b. because of the increasing demands for money ("today one

necds money to eat") and for congumntion qodds, whilae

there 1s decreasing profit from agriculture, the men

migrate but are renmlaced by seasonal migrant laborers

42) War on Want, p. 39.



from Mali, Senegal or other narts of Mauritania who
‘jare paid by the funds sent by the migrants.
é. womeﬁ have an increasingly more involved rolé"in the
fields (but also in the children's education)j =7 '
dL a far greater narticimation and nermanency of slaveé‘
in the fields of the noble claqs,43) where narti—‘
cipation may have been less permanent in the past because

of greater family and communal cooneration°

, The position of slaves is far more subtlé'ambﬁg the Soninke
and fhe Toucouleur than amnong the Moors, vet, among'thejsonihke
in particular, they are much more restricted in their'social mo-~
bility because of the very nature of the social control with
touches all levels of the societv. The economic advantages of
the slaves in. thase two groups are more obvious than for the
abid or haratine, for the sglaves in these societies can nlace
heavy economic demands on their masters which are inconceivable
actions in the Moorish society. Moreover, and marticularly amona
the Soninke, the slave can renmlace the absent head of the family
and has an important function in the education and discinline -
of the children, alsn .ipcomceivable among the Moors. Yet, among
the Soninke,; revolts of slaves have taken place, not only in
Mauritanian villaqes but in France amona the migrant workers:
The absolute reliance on slaves not onlvy in aagricultural labor
but also in domestic activities is an immortant eccnomic factor
in these societies, cspecially where the majority of "free" men

migrate for remunerated work.

43) Ibid., p. 41.



National frontiers have not succeeded in interruptinq or
curbing the COnstant movement across the Senegal River for the
sole purpose of cultivating across the river, Whether on the
right or left bank, the villagers still have their fields on the
other side of the border. 3imilarly, frontiers have not succeeded
in limiting the reginrocal use of agricultural laborers qaina
back and forth on a seasonal basis. |

The vparcelling of land through the gradual imposition oF
irrigation projects, migration, exchange of pron:rty within the
village,, national frontiers, all have had a great impact on atti-
tudes towards the traditional concept of communal ownership and
have increased the acceptance towards a new form of individuali-
zation of nropefty. This reliance on part-time farming has crea-
ted a greater demendence on non-family labor, the family beina
the traditional backhone of agricultural work, and has weakend
attachment, particularly of the youth, to agricultural work nd
eventually to village life. A vicious circle of needs is thus
created, encouraging out-migration (though the drought was an
increasingly important factor in these vast few years) for the
sake of monetary gain.

The decreasing availability of cultivable land because of
the drought, of demographic pressures creating oreater need for
land, and irrigation, encouraging parcelling and individualiza-
tion of land, has led to motivations of varied impact on the
agricultural production, particularly along the river.

C. MOTIVATIONS AND AGRICULTURAL LABOR

The drought has created a similar reaction amonqg hoth her-
ders and cultivators : it has forced them to abandon even 1if



téhﬁefarilyf'kheifﬂpri@éf? ﬁode'of 1life. Sohe’hé}dérs,“sdch as
the Peulhs and Maors had to cultivate 'As a means ‘often of recoh-"
stituting their herd, while ‘'some cuitivators hadto abandon théir
land, thus also their own orimary mode of lifh to miqrate in "
qearch .0f another tyve of work. Manv cultivatorsr howpver, es~"
necial]y amonq the Soninkge, beﬁnn to invest in cattle ‘hecause .

of the grawing, realization of the fraqility of ithe traditional -
agricultural svstoem whollv rolyinq on the availability of :xains.
All this created a set of wositive as well as negative-motivations
which have, .pot' alwayv been channelled into é oroductivo use nf

W N i

agricultural .lahox., . o ' R .
‘I the histary of Maurifania could B narrated Dartta11V'
through its reliaious euolutiop which 3 rt ‘a strona imhaétlon
the amctal and political qrdgrs of all e athnic grouns, ‘one -
would fiind' that, it- has not had as str. ra an 1nFiuence off ‘the sa--
clal organization of agriuulturﬂl nroducfion as reliqion has 'had.
in- Senigal, creating ther=. a dynamism of activities, thouqh '
highly controlled, under tho canitalistic impulse of marahouts.
Few examples of such rnligiously—instiaated aqricultural nroduc-
tion are found in Mauritania, vet thev dd exist, such as 'in’ Bouni~'
deit, a Moor marabout (religious lrader) leads a tiqhtlv»knit
religious community into which he has in+foduced animal-drawn
nloughs and more unﬁfO*date agricultural methods.l,) In Aoujeft,
in tHe Adrar, 2 Mouridc influench marabout has developed his
agricultural community and “as his diciples - unremunerated -
cultivate his oasis.- Another even more striking and far older
example is the highly secxrotive Soninke religious community -in-

v

44) See SONADER, Tagant repoft, Annexe Z,b.iB.




Aaedi linkinq eleven alans through ties .of Hamallism, a, q§1
nerally rc;ected ‘sect  in Islam which led to outbreaks of violencn
_in Kaedi in- 193245X The small grour of Hamallah Soninke in Kaedi
however, are said to! have play=d an imvortant role in the econo-
mic activities of.the town and because of the roligilous control
of the members ofi the grouns. it appears that thov are the most:-
active and most tonsistent rarticidints in the otherwise drama-~
tically under-used,irriqateﬂrnériméters‘of the Gorgol. All thesea
afe but few examples which cohfirm ‘the'lack of'reliqiously&inr
stigated agricultural communities in Mauritania. ;
~ The prob]cm of theigenecration’ dap- amonq the Soninke, as
we ﬂave qeen ahove, exists but" is held‘under a tremenéously sex

vere svstem of sogial cantrol: which hag Jreatlv relaxed amona
the ﬁgorq, Toucouleursn Paulhs and Wolof. Amonqg the, haidane,
usuéliy uﬁﬁsed £o manual.labor, the’ {otth’ avoid worktnq fhe land,
and nrpfer miqratinq £n. towna‘ot'qoinq to- school insteﬂd The“,fﬁ
young Foulabe herders, 'begome’ nultiVators, are enticpd into agri-
cultural labor, howevorr bv material’incentives from their fami~
1ies. TFor instancp, in thm area of Kankosqa, fathere may give .,
their sons a heifer to encourage them: to work: with thum while .
helring tham start their, own rcattle Kerd. Cimnlarly, haratine
fathers may dive radios to' their sons' as cbmoensétion for work
done in the fields. This whole new incentive évstém, in comnlete
contrast to the traditional axpectaticns within Lbc family units
where individualization of incentives could only bo channelled
for the benefit of the community and -the family, is a clear re-
flection of a2 certain amount of sociil and family Aasintegration.

A growing reliance on a new system of monetary compensation ap-
pears as a reflection of an already accented integration in an in-
creasingly consumer society. The salaried lahor force, as seen

45) de Chassey, 1978, p. 149-150,
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abova, is part of this motivatton ~ but also the sole source of
survival for many - for it is creating new forms of dependency
and social relations and a heightened monetarization anﬁ n*o- .
letarization of aqricultural labor. But in many areas, the en~z
vironmental conditions are such that motivations to miqfate he~
come far more significant for, as has been ohserved all along
the Senegal River arca, the necd to buy food to supnlement,‘in
part or in whole, family nroduction has become one of the most
imnortant economic incentives for migration.

The e@normous difficulties of merely acquirinq'cash as a
means of survival, let alone investing in the land, have greatly
limited incentives and initiatives and increased the dependency
of. the cultivators on the merchants. A vicious circle of indcbted-
ness is frequently created and in one case, in a small village
cutside of Dar el-Barka, this indebtedness enabled a merchant
to acquire land from farmers in exchange for heavy debts owed
him. The implication of this bartering of people's right for
land. is of great importance in areas where irrigation is atteﬁp-
tad at the village level. The indirect acgquisition of land will
reduce traditional small owners to hecoming sharccropnors or
laborers.

Persons. intiatives of investing in individual irfigation
projects are heginning to appear in various narts of Maufitania.
This asvect will be further discussed below for it has imwortan+
implications hoth on the meaning of investmente and on the atti-
tudes towards developemnt. It is enough to note here, howaver;
that thc first interest in now agricultural motivations came
through observations and travels. The constant travel back and
forth across the Senegal Riv~r has allow~zd the Mauritanians, es-




pecially of the river area, to observe, if not also participate,
in theYSeneqa;ese projects which have become their basis of re-~
ference. The opennéss to change and the desire of newness are
promising attitudes. What is often reqrettable is the lack of
apparent understanding of the nroblems of the Senegalese nrojects.
Moreover, there aprears to be very limited personal initiatives
in self-sufficient gardening projects as, for examnle, a more
widespread use of the river bank where irrigation is sn rauch -
simpler and more controllable. The sense of waiting for moti-~
vations to be initiated by an outsider or an administrative power
is an attitude which wartially exnlains the lack of more generalized
and more coherent personzl investments in agricultural production.
Yet, this is not always the case, We have observed at Sani, out~
side Kankossa in the Assaba region, an interesting situetion at
the experimental station initiated some years aqo by French aid
and the Mauritanian government. The station is technically

onened though non-functional. Its extension worker remained and
his determination and interest in pursuing the plantation of
treas helped nake survive that artificially-created oasis. Yet,
the interest is also in the impact that activitv has had on the
Peulhs and beidans settling in the arca. Now, small pockets of
self-initiated activities under the influence of the Sani ex-
tension worker, have taken shane in the area. But such an ox-
ample of success is due only to the personal interest and ini-~
tiative of one man. '



D. WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE
ot e i 1 A

All the women in thp'aqucultural araas of Muuritania had
and still have an important rolp anﬂ function in thb familv s
agricultural production,‘excpnt for thos@ in ono”ethnic group .:
the Beidanﬂ women. Bnidane wnmen, tra 1tional]y are trained :
Erom th ir carliest voars, to become women of leisurg whete I
having no aCtIVitle" of any manunl nature is the idpal This N
was not alwavs dont with their full consnnt It i‘ woll known
that the now dving tradition of "qavaqe the qorqinq of younqg
qirls, inc]uded force and v1olenc9 as a means of conrcion. Tods
the economlc situation of the Moors in general the very proc
of sedentarizatlon, which is a r*onsor’uenco: of econonic lossps,
has forccd many a beidane woman to begin to activelv harticipat=

46 All other women, tho haratine, the

in agricultural work
Wolof, Touooulcur, the Soninke sce tholr rnles chang2 by havinq
qreater rnspon51bilitins added to Lbnir lives. o ,
Traditionally, women hav alwav had snecific functions ‘
along with their hu sbandsg and ‘atharﬁ in the field, in addition
to cookinq meal to take to tht field nither for tho husband, re-
latives or friends in the communitv who come to heln on snecific
occasions. Women narticipatod in the clearinq of fi lds, in the
cnding and Dlanting during harvest time. “ut, in moot cases,
among all Senoqal Valley vpconles, women also har. thtir own ficlds,
and qenarally it was traditionally accepted that they could
do whatcver thoy wished with the nroduce, sollinq or pxchanginq
it, to satisfy their pnrsonal neods. YPt, in mos t cases today,

Wy, .

s "l Ty iyt T

46) Sece SONADER, Tagant report, Annexe 2, p. 19.



because of the great deficit in agricultural vnroduction, the
women’s fields are used to supplement the men s, produce, which
was at one time considered to be sufficient- fdr’family consump-
tion.

' We cannot yet speak of the feminization of aqriculture
anywhere in Mauritania, but it is important to note the. impact’
which migration has had on women, -not only in reJation to the
qreater ecqonomic resvonsibillity they now have w1thin the home, but
in the education of the children and the manaﬂlnq of family
affairs, The widespread exodus of husbands for several vears on '
end, excent for brief visits now and then, has forcibly added

[y

a nuance of change in the social organization of agricultural '’
labor. For example, the women of the fishermen's caste of the
Toucouleur, the subalbe caste, were not used to cult;vate-the“‘
falo or dieri. Today, because of migration and a greater need '
to cultivate, the subalbe women of the Goraol reqiop have. bequn’
to do so. An even more striking example is that of the Soninke
women who now have the possibility hecause of the lack.of lahor
due to migration, of cultivating lands they were traditionally
never allpwed to use, All this should hut reinforce the integra-
tion of women in the labor force andi in the develppﬁent nrocess.’
Yet, this.-is not the case. Develonment of aqriculture is’ :
conceived as a. realm of male activitieés! The error is serious
and damaging. It.'emanates from the very-conceptien of the develop:
ment process,, It is, therefore, not astonishinqhte discover' that
in an area where rice is traditionally cultivated by women - the'
Soninke of Guidimakha - the irriqgated rerimeters »lanned in the’
various villaaes for the sole purvose of cultivatiha rice, ex-
clude women from having parcels allotted to them! The serious

marginalization of women is certainly an'unintentional consequence
of develomment. Yet, the lack of realization that the delAay



in 'Th¥égrating women inthe immediate 'process of development,
* with the sdme emphasis as'that done for men,without going out
of the confines of the accpeted traditional social roles given
to both men and women, can only confuse iand.d¢lay the motiva-
fioﬁs,'initiéﬁivds and learninag nrocesses of the community con-
cerned. Rarely are women, no matter where in the underdeveloned

wdrld, considered as important targets bv-extension workars whose
role it is to improve through education and observation, the
ddricultural methods of farmers. Womeni who cultivate with hus-
bands in 'their fields are farmers and cannot logically be excluded
from that process. This is the situation which obtains in Mauri -
tania'eéven though the immortance’ of agricultural -extension wor-
kers has not 'vet made its imnrint clearly-ror wmrofoundly enough.

III. AGRICULTURE AND NEVELOPMENT

Apart from the mining and industrial fishing sectors, de-
"-yelopment in'Mauritania is synonymcus with agricultural changc.
The process is not smooth and faces some overwhelming technigal,
economic, and social oroblems. .
Agriculture in Mauritania has ‘been pertinpntly desnribed
7)'to.denot,:e-the
uncerthinity of qain. Indeed; not even irrigation has imoroved
this ‘imaqe of risk. The twofold problems of agricultural nroduc-
tion are intimately and cloéery'interrelated » the dramatic con-

as "raffle cultivation ("une culture loterie”)

sequences of the drought have affected a large portion, if not

]
¢

47) Toupet, b. 2%9.



the entire ponulation, and resulted in profound social upheavals.4
Change, mobility and athnic contacts. have all: heen part of.a long
historic process of social and economic.evolution. in -the country.
Nonetheless, . the drought of the 1970's has served as a catalyst
to either reirforce certain tendencies - the nreat streak of spe-
culation everywhere - or distort important bases of continuity
among herders and cultivators in their respective modas "of pro-
duction., ' ' .
Irrigation is the means of acricultural survival not only
in "Mauritania, but in the Sahel as a whole. Refore .getting into
the problems relating to the prcdominant arproach to irrigation
and to the main organism in charge of implementing . this process;
SONADER, it is first important to touch upon some of the social '
constraints relevant to this very process of' charge a

A. SOCIAL CONSTRAINTS TO DEVELOPMENT

,,,Wp do not 1mp1v hnre that' developmerit means'-only irriqation
on a small or larqe qcale, or that coristraints are relevant,
only to irrigation. There arc general constraints to chanqe within
any society in mutation and in-the ethnic and soclal divors%ﬁy
of Mauritania the similarity of these constraints is strikinq.
It is interesting to note. however, that Mauritania is one of
the few African countries where deep~rooted maqico~rpliqious ba-
liefs and cuetoms related to aariculture are rolatively scarge.

i
' 1

48) See both Sociological Profiles and'Miérétion s Study in So-
cial changes, in: RAMS, Sociological Studiesn“ ‘

;)


http:irriqat.on

The.. xplo of the rciigiouv leaders, thc marabouta, in'all the
ethnic grouﬂs are of extreme socia] nolifical anf psvcholoqical"
importance. yet even this social, clasv seems to have Aa.dimi- |
nishing importance in rogards g irr;qated land Where'their tra-ﬁ
ditional role and ‘function cannot serve the’ same nUrnose .any 1qn-

' o, oy .

ger. . | v, o S :':"_'
Nonnthelc s, one‘of. the. most difficult and most sensitive'
problems to deal with is tha relationshin bhetween Cultivators )
and bﬁrders. How will Herding, persist in viewr ‘of “all.-thess chanqes
not only dun to irrigation;-but alsn to aqricultural chtnqe Wthh
hac,wncrﬁaqed the 'valie of  the land? Cultivable land, whether
rainfed or irrlqated is infqreat demand and what is scarce,

what becomeq a rar¢ supply, aqqu}res an unforcseable valut.

’

1. HERDRRS AND CULTIVATORS ..

Cee e
In livestock, it is. the big morchants and civil servants

who have entered the mercantile circuit of herding, indirectlv
helping save nart of the notentially lost herds due to the
drouqht, but also ahruntly chanqinq the sorial relationthns in
thpt traditional modc of life - they helned triqqer a, prqce

of naupﬁrisation of - herdinq hy' huvlhg Off. hords and transforminq

' herd owners into~salar1e0 holn, whether in herdiry or in another
scéctor,. The positivn outeomo of an openinq o* the cattle market is
that the ethnic qroups other than Lhe Pnulh and Moors, beqan

to see the greatnr stability in that sector and thus, becausn

of fragile relaince on rains, Wolofsy Soninke anQ\Toucouleur

began to be more actively involved in the buying process.



f

This process cfeated new problems for both hefdefs and
cultivators. The little land available for arazing and cultivé
tion is now claimed by hoth qgroums with no real solutions of pro-
tection found for either herds of cultivated lands. Not one o
village along the river area or even more inland areas where re-
cently built wells exist is spared from camels and cattle who
ravage the land hecause of overgrazing. a result of rare pas-

turaqe,qg) or of wells too distant from each other, thus for-

cing overconcentration of herds. ")
These problems of lack of land and lack of water are com-

bined with ethnic nroblems, the herders being nredominantly
Peulhs and Moors (heidane) and the cultivators beina all the
other ethnic groups. One shbuld not think that this problem of
spatial protection is new to Mauritania. We have seen above that
the very justification of land amnrooriation was based on the
control of space once in excess (thus the traditional accenta-
hility of outsiders to intruding only uron nermission) has ex-
acerbated long~-felt antagonisms,

' The longer the drought nercists the more difficult will
grazing pecome qnd the more persistent and constant will be the

[

49) Of the many incidents recounted to us in the field, one is
worth recalling : At Ouali, along the river in the Gorgol
rogion, a herd of canmels belonqina to transhumant Moors tramn--

! led several gardens cultivated by the women of the village,
The women hnd the courage of catching one of: the camels - ~liich
they held and threaten~d the Moors, owners of the camel, with
kiiling the animal unless comnensation was made. The oroblem
was etill heing studied bv the reqlonal court as we left.
the area.

50) See also SEDES, p. 302--303,



“galithern movement. of herdars. No pbssible agricultural policy,
" Lhete¥sté,  can’ be pursueldl’ without taking” into'seitdous considera-
tion the social tensiohs that will:céntilnue to evélve,  unless
a technical ‘and ‘equitablé solution for both herders and culti-
vators'ls Ebund. Again it is to be' recalled that even.if the’
lifestyle of herders has changed and that herders, that'.is'no-
mads and transhimahts, have sedentarized to ia largeektent, the
tradition has not ‘and most 'certainly will not completely disappear.
Trdéed, its economic' value has Hecome aporeciated’ by those who
have rarely ‘or cven never ' had cattle before, . . ' ! BT
‘The effect  of' thé drought and consequent migration :and .

sedéntarization has forced groups of '‘different 'social ‘classes
and' different ethnic affiliations to'live more closely ‘with each
other, bn'é“morb‘permanent hasis rathor than on recurrent or«
spora-iic traditional seasonal cycles. It is obvidus that the -
opportunity exists to improve ‘chanhelling various needs 'of ‘the
groups concerned. But it would be a lost owportunity if only-
laws enforcing restricitve behavior are imposed without giving
'these two potentially important economic grouns in-the ‘country

* the 'mecessaty understanding of ‘each dther’s needs. This can
only ‘be doro by "allowing them the means by which they can support

t

their own econdmic survival.

2. SOCIAL'AND CULTURAL ‘HABITS

VITNIT ddcieties have ‘Habits 'which reinforce; diminish or hinder
the process of ‘dhande?! Before defining*this:process, it is im-
perative to'be’awafé”sf and understand:the depth: of:.importance
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of thésé’socioﬁcﬁiturél habits to %pst'édj&=t thande to'theh' or'
to hest adjust thém to cﬁanqe. Not “a1l‘ habits are so rooteéd that
they cannot bhe discarded for the benefit of noqitive chanqe. '
What creates 1mba1ance and cvltural incoheroncn, "however, is
when a qoci11 fact is ojther comnletely alien' to thé 'context
it wishes to fit in or abruptly breaks the social rplations ne-

" ye,

.
tof

CGSsary for the cultural continuity and identitv of a neoole. b
o Apart from the profoundly important socio- -economic and
cultural nrohlem of tensions due to comnctition between herders "
and cultivatora, as noted above, we will brieflv hithiqnt saven *
social constraints, most of which have been touched upon else~-
wherp in this rerort, and which annta* to he cminentlv imDortant "
to consider in ralation to 111 development processes. Undoubt@dly
many more exist, put these aim at cxnressinq not only the 'nead
for more in-depth understanding of a people's habits and concefns,
hut also at refledting on the wide variety and differences which
exist and which must be takeén into consideration. '

4 r [t "

1 émall details may’ abpoar irrelevant but are "important -
o to know :+ What if A droun's concept of work9 what does
{t consider a work woek to be? Why are ccrtain days
taken as rest days while others not? Aré thev reli-

giously-determined or economically defined? We know that

among the Toucoulcur, no one works in the fields on
Thursday, while for the Soninke, it is‘Friday and Mon-
day which are rest days. Such knowledqe will become more
rplevant for examplo durinq situations of organizing work
1n the fields and detprmininq numhar of laborers/far-
"mers or a ‘cértain amount of lahor continuity.
“YY . 86cial class relationships is ‘probably ‘the most sen-




rd

sitive ‘vroblem to.- dgal with in Mauritania A ‘brofound

k understanéing of the nuances that shape thése. relation-
"snips is invaluable not .only in the gathering‘of infor-

mation but also :in the, introduction of cbnstructive

’chanqe It has already, been notod that land distri-
“bution is closely linked to qocial hierarchies and the

tenacity to such deev--rooted div151ons is’ nrobahlv one
of the most difficult nroblems to overcomc ‘An equal
distribution.of opportunities, mwcns and information
are the only outlet tq.a chanqe which may 1ead to

'healthv competition between classes. For txample, we

know that among the Soninke of the auidlmakha, slaves
who may be' given vlots of irrigated land,jfhuq legally
considered as-owners by the wtate( will never dare so-
cially consider themselves as full flodqed owners of

.that land. Not onlv would they rlsk bcinq socially

shunned by their group, but they would also risk beina
evicted from the village. It is'very doubtful that the
above~mentioned declaration of June 1980 abolishing
slavery will, for a long time to comey be able. to. over-
rule : the pqvhhological and tconomic bounds oflmutual
reliance of slaves, ex-slaves and owWners. Indeed,’ this
ig a serious constraint to modérn day social éhange
but the most important and consistent impetus to its

breakdown will most certainly arise from the impact

migration has had on individuals, and consequently on



e their .SOCi'acl'-ties:.s.-lh);.\ .

iii.. Tithes are:-the clearest -expression of owhership of
one -social class' upon:another, though the tradition
_has gone through a variety of changes.' Thé maintenance
of tithes, however,:also ‘expresses the impossibility

&

of servile classes completely taking vossession of
their economic fre~dom, let alonn social- freedom. Yet,
the symbolic maintefidnce of fees or tithes are said
.to be far more nalatable to most than the onerous pay-
ments imposed in the irrigation'projects. The impor-
‘tant difference, however, is in'the ties established.
While traditional sharecronping imposes sncial ties
or servility, State:or public orqanisms establish eco-
nomic ties of an equal bhurden to all social classes

, involved. in the projects concerncd. '

dv.Traditional craftsmanship, practiced according to de-

fined social castes, has nowhere Bean effectively used
in the development ' nrocesses by integrating it on a

i
1

51) Information gathered by John Prav1nl in Sonegal in July 1930
reveals that an. important movement of haratinc scttling is
taking place not only on a seasonal basis hut vermanentlv,
in the Ferlo area and in Dakar. Land is beina acquired in
great amounts to,the noint that.haratine villages are develop-
pinq here and there. It also aopears in some cases that some
of 'these haratine are making every effort to iﬂonfifv cul-
turally with_ the Wolof;and-to resoond only to yucstions
asked in Wolof. It should he recalled (see Rocjological Pro-
files on Black African Mauritania) that the Wolof are thom~-
selves of a mixed ethnic origin, makinag it the most logical
and easiest groum to reizte to for some of the haratine con-
sciously making the effort cf a cultural transformation. How
profoundly social this nrocess will hbecome ., only timec will
tell - for much depends on the Wolof's own acceptance of
such an intcgration.
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rfunationalibasis, A’nmftinent exampln is that of the

~-blacksmiths:of the Soninke living in fhp War on Want
. project area. This small-scale but successful agricul-
- tural project, has attempted to create initiatives in

the use of animal traction. Metal oléhﬁhs werc neaeded

.for tbis'andr theres was the hore of involvin& the black-~

smiths Ly asking them to copy the nlouqhé brought by
the project, thus allowing for wider distribution among
the farmers. this wAs refused hy the blacksmiths whose
argument.:-was based ‘on sound aconomic profi;ability

as long as they did not observe the widéspread success
of the ploughs, they were not willing to invest or be~
come indebted in the effort. So ds not to'marqinalize
crafts of all:levels or render.them only a pioduct of
.folkloric importance, it is imperative that an effec-

.tive economic and socifl inteqration of thésé already

traditionally skillad craftsmen Be”planﬁéd within the
projects. Yet, this also rrises the basic oroblem facing
developers all over the world : peasants will never
be convinced of the necessity of change unless they
observe for themselves .~ and having been .involved. in
.the process - the success. of that ‘change, - "

The traditional family structure has qrnatl& cﬁénééd
'within all the nthnic grouns; thouqgh with lecs’ fntenw
sity among the Soninke, who are known for thpir almosf
"dictatorial® relationqhip hetween alders and other

age groups. The traditional importance of the decision-
making process within the family and community, how-
ever, still persists and can be an imordiment to the
individualization trends in land tenure. Yet, personal
flexibility or initiative among men is far more wide-




spread’ ‘today whild a' ‘growing hargiﬁalizatibn of women
1Y being imposed,ron the one hand, 'by a consgérvative
‘religious streak réinforcing traditional customs and,
! on the other hand, as noted above, by a one-side
approach in agriculturdl developemnt projects. It
" should be recalled, however, that the widesoread mi-
gration of the male population has given women greater
responsibilities. This alone is a significant social
ouverture allowing for wider economic opportunities
for women - if such onnortunities are pursued once
thgir men return home.sz)
‘vi. Perhans one of the most difficult constraints to de-~
velopment is the gencral attitudé to individual and
community investments in the agricultural séctor. The
present lack of rnliability on agricultural nroduction,
irrigated or not, the lack of knowlacdge in other than
the most- archaic methods of cultivation, the'growinq
sence of a gencral social instability, ... all encou-

52) A brief hppreciation 'of the role of thc Moorish women in the
Tagant is made.in an excellent remort on the Socio-Fconomic
situation of the Tagant by the Technische Universitdt Rerlin,
‘1979<1980. In it 1is‘brought out.the active and indevendent
role of the women in all tha nroductive sectors of the socie-
ty from commerce to agriculture., It is mointed out, howaver,
that ‘unless a balanced policy of drvelooment is maintained,
ysing in full the stabilizing strength of women, the efforts
of adaptation and integration may be lost or misused. (p. 68-70).



“rage investments i5 either speculative dealings Or -in
gel;gious edifices. In Ehé'case of the lattér, the:
mosque becomes a positive symbol Of both cultural and
communal identity and cohesion. Thé gutstion is“how!
to best channel that vohrsion for more economically

construrtive endcavors. o

vii A recent but serious nrohlem for agricultural develop-

ment is the' qroat ncfcentaqe of 'abserntee owners and"

| Family ]abornrq evarvwhere in the country, due to mi-
gration. The difficulty of sustaining continuity. in
cultivation as well as the lack of family cohesion

.which are a conqequence of this widespread phenomenon,
lead to Drofound sociml problems which tend to place
interestq cleewhore than in anricultural pursuits°

B. SOCIAL CHANGE, TRRIGATION AND SOWADER

The question must be posed from the outset. Does 'itrfigdtion
Anterest the farmers? Would they give up-an 'irrigated’ marcel 'cf
rice if the rains returned to ‘their normal levels? THe answer
is yes to both qucstions. The contradiction.is great. and should

4.

be understood at this stage of development. ) - g

One of the first large scale rice irrigation projects of
Mauritania was started in 1967 as a consequenco of a convention
'between the P”Oﬂlc s Rnpubltc of China and. the governmﬂnt of Mau-
ritania at what is now Pnown ao thn Plain bf M?Pourie.” Since then;
numerous 1arqe and qm(ll scale irrigation ﬂrOJths have been ini-
tiatnd and, nlanned all along the qpneqal River; there is also
the nrospective construction of the two large dams: at,the two ex-
tremes of the river, the Manantali and the‘Diama dams. It should



be immediately emnhaqizod here that irriqation in Maunritania
is svnonymous w*tn rice cul*iva+1on.

theral;y, thousands of reports have heen written on the
impacts, Eonsequences, impnrtancn and possibilities of these
dams which will affect Mali. Senegal and Mayritania. Tethnical
nréblems ~f all kinds, from geology to fisheriés,{have been dealt
with as well as all the possihle facets of socio-economjc reper-
cuséions.53) The situation hac heen stuq;ed! There will be no
attempt here to summarize the findinas for the task would be
truly overwhelmingly long. Nur aim, however. is to ninnoint as
clearly as possible, and as based on our own field ohservations
and contacts, the nosisitive and negative social aspects of the
irrigation projects as they affect the peoples of Mauritania.

If we have just saild ahove that irrigation is synonymous

with rice, we should complete the statement by adding that it
is also synonymous with SONADER, the initiator of all the present
irrigation projects. The analysis which follows will therefore
imply that actions taken refer to SONADER and the impacts dis-
cussed are a recsult of theso very actions., o

Were we to wpiqh the positive and negative impact of irriw
gation aq currentlv conceived, would they equally balance each -

other'> Thlo is the question we will attempt .to answer.

53) The OMVS (Organization pour la Mise en valeur du Fleuve Sene-
gal). is the all~encompassing bkody in charge of the studies
for this trivartito development. Numerous other organizations,
from USATD' to the Kuwait Fund have also been involved in eva-
lyation studies.. In Mauritania, the SONADER (Cociété Nationalce
pour le vanlopnemont Rural), a nublic c¢nterprise organism,
1s” in charge of the imnlomentution and fﬁa51billty studies
for all the drrigation nrojects. Lo
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1. POSITIVE IMPACTS

It is pndeniab}gﬁthé# the positive imoact of irrigation
will have .far reaching’impiicqtions on social change in general
and on the social orqanizﬁ?iﬁn of aqriéultural production in
particular. Moroovpr, the dqricultural proﬂurtion of the country
barely covers 20% of the pﬁooln 5 npodq, which gives the govern-
ment no other choice but to base ito goa] of Food ‘self-suffi--
ciency on the 0ontrol of waterq (damo) 'and on irrigated perime-
ters.. This was recently conf;rmed by the Minister of Rural De~
velorment in a newspaper';ntérview in which he cautiously added
that the battle annoynces itself to be 16nq and difficult but
its outcome will be seen as a consequence of the implementation

of the next devlopment plan.54)

1. One of the groatest nroblemq of agricultural methods

of production in tra&itional Mauritania is that they

, are too simnlistic, to use a phrase of ‘Jean Afnaud.ss)

‘ [ S

54) C'est d'ailleurs nour nous affranchir de cette ins&curité
climatique que nous nortons tous nns efforts en vue Atacqué-
rir la maitrise de l'eau .t dé&velooper les périmdtres irri-
gués qui sont indispensables 3 noffe autosuffisance alimen-
taire. C’est une bataille qui s‘annonce lonque et difficile
mais dont la rdalisation sera entreprise au cours du prochain
Plan.Interview with M, Mohammed 0Ould Amar, Minister of Rural
'Development, Chaab,. July 18, 1930, p, 3.

55) 'Arnaud, p. 108.
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If the Mediterranean peorles still use archaic irri-
gation techniques, they have nonetheless proven to
be efficieant and productive. The Maufitanian peasants
and ﬁeasantufishermen have never known how to use
their waﬁers to cultivate the banks of their river.
It is a stiking realization to observe all along the
banks, where land irrigation could be so easy and
nroductive; the ahsolute lack of use of these lands
for even nart of the vear, during the ebb of the river.
One of the first and most vpositive 1mpactsf therefore, :
of irriqatlon policies is the growing understanding ,
of the different usages of water. A chanae in atti- .,
‘tudes will certainly be seen once the success of small
'gérdens will be obhserved. Such projects are planned
all along the river and not onlyv will thev be important
dietary supolements, but they will also increase the
‘aptitudes of the various communities involved.
"{i.Motivations at 2ll levels are alreadv observed a bit
’FéQerywhere in Maurit:ania, from the oasis regions to
the river. Most of these motivations, however,; are
individually injtiated; even thouah communal initia~ |
tives of great interest, such as at the village of
DPieuck near the M'Pourie Plain, are also takina shape.
'A timid attempt at investing in agricultural nroduc-
ﬁiqn is beginning to deveiop. Yet, if such nmotiva-
tiens exist, it is because tndividuals have the means
to take the risks involved. Tn individual cases, such
as at Dar el-3Barka and at M'R2oya, two Toucouleur ex-~

servicemen of the French colonial army bad made res-
pectively their own fruit garden and rice perimeter.
Their army pensions and commercial activities are their



.strong hasis of financial 'suuport. They have mo-
torized pumns and at M'Boya, the farmer has bought
,a.tfactor. They live on dreams of farms they saw
during their army days, in Indnchina and Madagascar.
The risks of disaprointment. of course, are extremely
great for the climates and water availability of these
. countries cannot comparc with the meager means avai-
lable in the Senegal River. Moreover, the continuous
breakdown of the machines are practically hevond con-
troi, espgéially sipcg spare varts and mechanical ex-
'gerp;se are virtually non-existant.. Yet, in.spite of
all this, one canno;\deny that the nersonal“interests
and hopes created are immeasurable elements of influ-
ence on communal amhitions. ‘

The case of the Wolofs of D.cuck is varticularly
internqtinq for it is based entirely on communal crea-
ctivity. The Plain of M’'Pourie had fwo traditional
.owners, the Moors (Nulad éou Ely, Oulad Begnougy and
Ouléd Khalifa) and the Wolofs pf several villages,
of which Dicuck was the most important. The land was
expropriated and rcdistributed to peonles of the en-
tive area, including haratine,‘Peulhs and otheflwolof
non-owners, who had all been sharecrovpars, with prio-
rity of land given tO.thQ oriqginal owners. These people
profited early from the cxperience of the irrigated
Spate Farm of M’Pourie and of their own individval
plots given and developed hv the State. The people
of Dicuck drcided two vears aqo to devalon part of
their own unexpropriated and unirrigated land, on the
basis of their traditional ownership system : the ‘land
belongs to the village with individual families having



their own blofé,56) The village formed a pre-coopera-

‘tive through the initiative of one villager already
involved in the State Farm Coownerative of M'Pourie.
-.This is an important noint:_F for the oxnerience acquired
was of immense use to the group. That farmer is; of
‘colirse, the praesident of this village's »re -coonera-
tive, Irrigacion was installed through the communal
buying of motorized oumns and a tracter. Today, the
villagers are planning to buv a rice mill and reject
the manual and far choaver svstem of the simple Chinese
machine (it is too tiringly. The villagers of Dieuck
leveled, developed and constructed their oerimeter
with no outside h=ln, It is true that they only began
with 9 hectares bhut avre on their way o develoning
30 hectares morn, The self-heln and independence of
these villagers arce highly commendable. Tice and mecha-
nization, however. are the symbols of modernization.
Nonetheless, the fragility of the soils and decreasing
yearly naddy prroduction in the ar=za, will wmake sclf~
sufficiency wmore difficult to attain.
iii.These motivations are creating a greater awareness of

the need to know mofﬁ. The advantage of the river

peovples is that thev can cross the Senegal River and

56) The village of Garal, also in tpe area of Rosso, has a simi-
lar small village irriqgated field with 63 paritcipants. It
was divided into 7 plots with 9 men for each plot; each groun
having the right of one day of irrigation ner week. The har-
vest was then gathered bv all and nut in onc common stocrlk,
subsequently subdivided equallv between all the participants.



“go"to the other bank thre fﬁey often particirate as
salaried laborers in defined development projectsy in
Senegal. The agricultural station at Richard Toll in
Senegal has been an invaluable center of dir=ct and
indirect'learning for the Wolofs of M'Pourie, for ex~
ample. Such openness #nd interest can only mean that
serinus efforts of agricultural extension work are
needed for practically none -~ of any:q}qﬁifidﬁﬁéﬁqr”‘
exists at the moment.

iv.A far reaching impact of irrigation is already seen in
the concept of land ownershiv. Even.if the individuali-
zation of land ownership is not unfamiliar to the ti¥a-'"'
ditions of Mauritania, as discussed earlier, in most
cases such ownership is conceived within communal or

ethnic property riqhts. With large-scale and small-
scale perimeters and with the exnropriation and attempts
at redistributinn of land, two elements appear: land is
1arge1y reqis'.2red and owned by an indiidual and those
who never owned land hut cultivated it bagan to have
"the posqibllity of equal riaghts to ownership. This
particularly touchad ¢the Taratine and the Peulhs, even
though the Dercentage of their ownershin is still very
small, osﬁncjal1y for the Peulbs, the dgroun with the
least acgosq to land.

Improvemont in cultivaflnnlhahitq t new motiva-
tions, qrowinq awareness of needs, equality and indi-
vidualization of owrership are seen to he the four
major positive imnacts of the trcend towards irridat{on
alonq with an important nsychological factor - hope.
Where no cultivaflon was nossihble bhecause of lack of



rain, expectations are being built up because there
is no other choice possible. Herc lies the danger of
the situation. Tf this hope is not sustained by pro-
fitable actions to the peasants, the rép@rcussions
on the general problems of social tensions (owner
versus non ovner, herder versus cultivator, freed

slave versus master,; etc.) mav be further exacerberated.

2. NEGATIVE IMPACTS

The list of negative impacts of irrigation is much longer
and reflects the seriousness of the probhlems felt by all.

i. Land ownership problems have remained unsettled on
irrigated plots

(a) As a conseqicnce of the increased value of the
- land becanss of irrilqgation, tradi+tional owners
who had allowed othnrs to cult1yate their land
for many decades arc now claiming ° =ir rights
tdé the land. Two cases in point are the Grands
Périmétrcs of the Gorgol in Kaedi and the small
scale villagr parimeters of Dar el-tarka. In hoth
cases, *hree quarters of the land remiins un-~

7)

- cultivated bhecausc of Jand claims? aoven though

57) Sce the numerous documenta of SONADFR on the »roblems of the
Goranl, and in wnarticular : C. Ciparissec, 197/- Périmétre
Pilote des Gorgol, Nov. 1972. The SONADRER documaunt on Dar cl-
Barka discusses the tcechnical wvroblems of irrigation while
our field visit brought out clearly the still overriding land
claims 'in dispute since 1948,



‘the ‘Gordol lands are: on walo: and -Ehe Dar ‘@l-Barka
plots on fondé.

(5) The problem of inheritande has nover been well
dealt with leqally, and the genaral feesling on
the largn-scalc Gorqol perimeter is that no one

is a "rcal” owner for no one Fnows who will in-
herit it. The succession problems'couid be resolved
if the vroducer wer@ assuved of right, retained by
his Famill.

(c¢)‘7tt is Bfton said that land claims mostly affect

' ’1rridd¥%ﬁ perimeters which are on walo land, thus

Yaluable and traditionally strictly owned, and
that many orrimaters are on fondc land, posing
no problem, as i% is +the least valuable since it
is thno most difficult to cultivateﬁsg) The gene-
‘alization is crrmneons for numerous casces orove -
the contrary *©  Dar olv"ar‘a parcels are on
fonde. In the War nn Wang projnct area, six villages
along the river, there is no walo, and thus the
fondr ard dicri lands are valuable with the pros-
pects of irrigatrion, In a society as strictly
hicrarchicel as the Soninka's, Wwhore land appro-
priation is familv controlled hy the nobles, equality
of pmarcellina and vredistribution will ‘never bhe

put *‘nto oractice unlecss compmensations are made

an& aver this is not an ass ﬁranc' of A'change in
t+itudc or n quﬂcces in +hn avcnotance of new
wnwrshio hy tradltinnal ownnrs.

i l e



1{d).

(e)

Individualization of land rights has often increased
the lack of cohesion in the communitwv. At Goundel,

a Toucouleur village, contrary to Garak and Dieuck,
both Wolof vitlaages, the attempt to collectivize
the 25 hectares of irrigated land failed bhecause

of feelings of a Jack of committment of the indi~

vidual to the group. The understanding of the dif-
ferences in attitudes to land rights is important
and can only be anproached through a sociological
analysis of the communal structure and of the de-
cision~makina centers. A unified ammroach may not
always be successful in implementing change among
such diversified groups even if the legal pro-
blems may he comnlicated as a consncuence, At Ga-
rak, for example, a SONADER-initiated verimeter of
25 hectares was distributed among 60 families who
wished to cultivate the land in common., The SONADER
policy, we were told, prohihited them from doing
so and they are forced to declare thair work to he
on an individual basis! The problems which will
emanate in the future from such a double-standard
will undoubtedly he qgreat.

Inecguality do=s exist, contrary to theoretical
claims; in land redistribution and in varticular

on the forgol Project and as is already forsecn in
the Aftout of 'Rout proiject still under study. A
regulation regardinc these indiviAdualized parcels,
as is also the case at M‘Pourie, is that no salaried

labor or sharecrovwner is allowed, thus priority is
given to the owner-cultivator. The realitv is quite



.;different,. for civil servants have land cultiva-
.ted by. salaried laborers: a Marabout has his

. talib&s {(disciples). working ' the land for him. On
the-other hand, ;an.old man with rights to owner-
..ship who. has noisong and is too old to cultivate
the..land. loses, his .plot hecause he is not allowed
salaried laborer. Moreover, as has happengd in
land redist.’ bution,all over the underdeveloned
world (cases in point being Eqypt-and India), the
misuse of names for acquisition of;land.-rights is

.also, common. . .

(£). Lack.qof trust -in irrigation ornjects, hecause of
-their lack of .success, make some communities nar~
,ticipate in them.half-heartedly. The villaqge of
Sanqué ;is a tyrical example where the :.chosen irri-
gation perimater is on fonde land (thus rarely cul-
tivated). which was given to the slaves of the
village yvears ago, At the roauest of SONADER, the
land was redistributed by the chicf of the village
«+. to the slaves, but in realitv only as an ex-
periment. The feeling of “wait .and soc’ is latent
and no involvement of interest is -anparent as the
first harvests were disannointinq.-

i.IrF;gation today devnends on mechanization. The -oroblems
arg ovgrwholminq for the p2asants. The.comnlete reliance
on motoriznd pqmns which constantly;break down is de-

vastatiqq7,to sﬂm,the least GONADFP 1loas not-thave the
personneT necessary fo sunervide tall the village peri-
meters along the river. During the rainy season, the mo-~



.pilify of the existing versonnecl. becomes impossible
,bepaugq‘oi"imoassaple,roads. The lack of spare varts is
.also an overriding concern. Total dependence, which is
created and instilled. in the commuﬁities, is apnarent.
At NAr él»Barka, 10 out of 60 hectares are cultivated
koriginal plan was for 250 hectareg) because the oumn
is‘not sufficiently powerful to irrigate all the nar-
cels. At Ouali; the pumn was inadequately nlaced, in a
low area of the river bed and thus, K the 35 hectares are
ifreqularly watered and the villagers have been wai-~
ting for another nump for the nast two years. Moreover,
thelr one vump hroke down last year and the rice dried
out. It is said that SONADER sucaasted sending them a
mechanic on the condition that his'salarv be paid by
the villagers. At N'Djorol, a Sulbalbe village, Tou-
éouleur fishermen have a small perimeter of less than
25 hectares for 65 owners. The first paddy campaign
was a failure because the pumns had broken down. The
list of such incidents is long. Aside from the tech-
nical upkeep of the machines, the expense of gasoil
is becoming more onerous every vear for the neasants.
Mechhanization can succeed only if there is an
organizational structure to. sustain it. Moreover, in a

country where animal traction in unknown and could be
better used, where unemnloyment is hiqh and could be-
come more involved, where srare parts are non-existent,

the encouraqement of greater mechanization before sear-

~ching for attcompts at simeler and less costly nroce-

dures only leads to greater underdeyvelopment.
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1ii. A contradiction exists in the agricultural sector.
There is, in many areas alonq the river, a qreat
‘shoftage of labor, while at the same time unemploy-
ment is high in the country. Rﬁral exodus 1is acutely
felt.sg) It is 34aid that some irrigated parcels,
‘planned with no consideration of the labor factor,
were abandoned precisely becéuse of lack of‘family

labof.

iv. In spite of technical problems and land claims every-
where, the interest in bigger perimeters is qreat.
The village parcels are too small for the number of
peopie who hecome individual owners. The 'warcelling
of the land bocomes minute. At Coundel, there are
64 requests for 25 hectareé;'atinuali; tharé are
145 culéivators on 35 hectares! At Sangue, there are
9 hcctareé with 158 participants ...! It is not diffi.-
cult to deduce from this that even with technical per-
fection, the profitability of the narcels is rot suf-
ficient for an averagr familv unit of eight people.
" Besides, it is doubtful that such small parcelling
of the land is of economic value to a develooment nro-

‘ééss.,

v. The problems of fees, whether tithes to traditional..
owners or payments to the new "owners” (SOYADFR), are

i

59) See RAMS Study on Migration : Studies in Social Change.




60) 11 view of the 1li-

mited proFitahllity of the raddies,it 1s difficult to
Dcrcplve,how the owners manage at the end of the har-
“vast. At Garak, the.cultivators last year had to pay !
10,31010uquiyas on 37 hactares. %ach hectare vproduced

overwhelming to most cultivators.

11 bags pf rice which sold for 10 ouauiyas rer kilo-
gram;xthus they naid one-third of'their produce to SO-
NADER; At 0Ouali, the situation is more acute, for the
cultivators of the naddies owe a total of 250,000 ouquiyas
to °ONADPR, plus 3,000 ouguivas for each hoctare for
cverv campajqn following the first year. At “angue, the
costs for ‘éach rarcel is 1,250 ouquivas and on ¢ hectares
the villagers had to may 150,000 ouquivas for their har-
vests. At M'Pourie, the expenses for seeding for each
cultivator is hgtween ?2.250 to 3,000 ouguivas while it
‘'is only 960 ouguivas non thn Gorgol project. Mechani-
éﬁtion costs per person‘are eauivalent to 4,700 ouquivas
in M'Pourie, while it is 1,392 ouquivas in the Gorgol.6l)
‘ "‘Moreovpr, in many areas, tithes to traditional
owners persist, regardlese of the law, and on irriga-
ted ;and, as on the Gorgol, thevy have simply doubled.
All this only highlichts the dependency and indebted-
ness pfoblems of the small farmer who still hangs on
to irrigation with the home of survival while awaiting

better rains.

60)

61)

tven though the cultivators on a rice paddy are theoreticallv
owners of their part of the naddv, the general feeling of un-
certainity towards this ownership is nervasive and SONADER,
to a majority of them, appears to be the owner in nractice.

Figures on Xaedi and M'Pourie are from Annexe 10, o. 33-39 of
the Tacant NDeveloobment Project 1979,
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vi. Motivations are dampened as a result of all the above
" factors, added to which is a growing lack of trust
towards SONADER because of the difficulties of communi-
cation existing between cultivators and administra-

tors. Explanations are not given, advice is not taken,
demands on farmers arc great, and rgsults are discou-
raging from year to vear. Though the Plain of M'Pourie
is not a SONADER project, it is nevertheless revealing
of the future of the profitability of rice cultiva-
tion, for nowhere has there been more than one rice
cultivation per vyear. Moreover, in the snace of five
campaigns, 19731-1979, rice nroduction fell to 50% of
its initial yields. This is due to several factors,
the most important of which heiﬁq bad water management,
serious technical nroblems (growing salinitv), inad-
equate administrative canacities, etc...

The nositive sense of initiatives of investments
mentioned above is thercfore nlaced clsewhere than in
the vroductive sector. The growing sense of deténdence
and insecurity in ovroductive investments makes the
farmers 'reiect, for instance, the suggestion of payineag
fpf their own motorized pumns instead of waiting for
"SONADER to act. This is sald in view of the fact that
the villagers, with the aid of their migrant workers,
helped pay for the construation of a moq&ue that' cost,
in one case, 30 million ouquiyas. Such cases are not
exceptional in thc'Sencqal‘Rivcr Valley hut thevy are
also an expression of a greater need for social and
religious cohasion in the face of growina instability
because of migration, dependencv on food aid, deven-
dency on a monetary svstem, the need :to fit in a con-
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sumer's Dattern of behav1or, and uncertainitles in
the nrofitabillty of investments in agricultural pro-
duction.

vii. In all the years of‘irriqation experimentation in Mau-
ritania, only rice ﬁas been the goal for nroduction.
Numerous varieties of rice have been exnerimented unon
in the Agricultural Station of Kaedi, vet no serious
experiments exist on ofher cereals. The argqument of
tha nrofitability oF rice has nroven to he fraagile
for the Rahel.’ 62) Moreovnr, in snite of the greater

denendency on rice because no other choice exists -

and the chanae of food matterns it has forced uron neonle,

quasiuunaniﬁous declaration of giving u»n riziculture for

the traditional dieri cultivation, at th~ first sians

of good and consistent rains, was heard throuqhout

the Valley. The seriousness of,the Aeclarations leaves

no doubt about the ncoprle’s honest apnreciation of

their situation and should not be taken lightly. Rice con-

sumption. has also added heavy burdens on the family

budget for it demands the cooking of sauces, the use

of o0il and spices which millet or sorghum does not re-

quire.

viii. Problems of commercialisation and distribution of
agricultural nroduce. are an imnortant desincentive
to the cultivators. The efforts and »nressures to nro-

62) See Food Research Institute, July 1979,



duce more are not matched by efforts to buy from the
cultivators nor to distribute to the consumers. The
“lack and inadeauacy of storage facilities only heigh-
tens the problem. If we said earlier that mechanization
can be effectivn onlyv through a working inFrastructure
to support it, the arqument can only be sfronqer in re-
lation to a new produce imposed on an aqucultural no--
nulation which has only one ootion of disposing of

its production - solling it to the government. Refore
the aqficultural nrodﬁce increases enough to create a
surnlus for farmers, the importancc of having an ef-
fective distribution system is far too obviouq a ne-
cessity. Moreover, hetter priccq for thelr nroduce is
an important incentive for the cultivators.

In conclusion; we can only say that agricultural
develorment based on riziculture and all that it re~
quires does not reflect a 9051tivn nicture. It has
added to the vicious circle of devmendency, sneculation
and misquided motivations while giving the cultivators
little choice to Ao otherwise. Ipr;gation as‘suéh is
essential for the survival of thé éahel, yet uﬁiwdirec~
ted and mismanaged irrigation schemes mav only lead to
greater destruction of §ocial incentives and sqcig@

relatioqshins,



CONCLUSION

Irrigation projects were the mobile force in Mauritania
which raised three major problems : (1) the meaning of a 1960
land ownership law as it affects traditional land tenure systems:;
and, consequéntly, traditional political o»ower structures; (2) the
social relationshipns of scrvility which governed the strict hier-
archical social structures within cach of the ethnic groups; and
(3) the effectiveness of irrigation in the aqriculturél process
and needs of self-sufficiency in the country.

The traditional land tenure svstems of the Moors, Toucou~
leurs and Soninke dAiffer and render even more difficult the at-
temnts at a unified modern land ownershin law. Yet, each of the
ethnic grouns have its s»necial organization €fit around its mpar-
ticular concept of ownershio rights. The Moors bése their rights
on the Islamic Malekite rite which accords communal and individual
ownershin while adjusting bhasic tecnets, such as the habhous for
purvoses of nolitical, individual and cthnic rower rather than on
its original rules'bf inalicnahility for the nurroses of aiding
the rpoor in the commuﬂity. Tha Toucouleur, as the Soninke, con-
centrate land riaghts for the most nrivileged of social aroums, the
nohles. but while the Toucouleur have a svstem allowing the nu-
clear family indernendence in the decision-mak%ing vrocess and
accord individual ownershin on certain lands,. the Soninke's strictlv
defined control system cnforces comnlete inalienability and indi-
visibility of all lands on which only usufruit rights are accorded
to all clan members. The land remains within the clan. All the
grouns have important similaritics : (1) inalienabhility and in-
division of their hest lands; (2) vearly tithes of various amounts
for the nrivileqe of usufruit rights traditionally directed mainly



to ‘thé servile and dependent classes who formed their labor for-
ces: (3) a rigid‘con@rol of the sale of land and if sAdle exists,
as with the Moors,. it is traditionally with members of the line-
age and not outsiders:; and, (4) an imnortant concent of sbace,
determined bv the extent of lineage ties; ultimatelv limiting
or extending the nower bhase of each groun. Political power in
cach case,/is, in fact, the basic justification.for ownership.
and not the mere fact of working the land.

It is not yet surec how profouhdly the recent declaration
of June 1986 on the abolition of slaverv in Mauritania will affect
the status of the servile classes of all the different asthnic
qrouns, It is true that not all cultivators are slaves or ex- -
slaves, for even now the Beidane are forced into working the land
because of lahor shortage and economic pressures. Yet, traditionally
and espccially émonq the Moors,; the haratine, or freed slaves
who remained attached to theilr community, were the sole cultiva-
tors of the land. The situation has not dramatically changed as
vyet even, the drought, however, serverd as an impulse for a mi-
qaratory movement of the haratine and incrcased the alreadv exis-
ting embrvo of indevcndent villaqes, esneciallv in the south of
the country and even farther awav from their original home base,
in the Ferlo of Scneqal. The most obvious exoression of nower
over the servile classcs is in the enforcement of tithes on agri:-
cultural nroduction. A tromendous differentiation of the tynes
of payments cxists according to ethnic yrounm, region, clan, line-
age, soils, ctc. Yet, winds of chanqge or, more correctlv, a breeze
of change, has already beman fnlt as indicated by the various re-~
actions of the servila classes. and narticularly the haratine
and Soninke slaves, who have bagun to indemnndently react in
small actions, against their mastors.



Migration, education, the individualization trend of owner:-
ship through irrigation DrOJects, demogravhic Dresqure, as well
as new motivations in agricultural labor have all hplnod modify
the organization of lahor, csnecially in the south, along the
river. The most imoortant aspect observed is the shortage of fami-
1y labor fraquently substituted by salaried workers, younq child~
ren and women. Woman who have participated all their lives in
agricultural labor - all excént the Beidane women trained since
youth for a life of leisure - now sce added bhurdens in their lives'
not onlv in the home and family affairs hut also in the fields.
Women amond certain qroups have even bequn to cultivate land once
tradltionallv forbidden to them. This was made nossible only be-
caus2 of the growinq shortage of labor and the need to continue
cult;vatinq the familv‘s lands. Yet, it has also bheen ohserved
that, in spite of the qrowinq particivation of women in the fields,
agricultural develomment nrojects still reluctantly aporoach the
decision of directly reaching out to women. There is no doubt
that were women included in »rojects on equal level of immortance
as men, the general onrocess of change, hoth social and aqricul-
tural, would specd un more constructively.

Motivations in aqricultural labor have been qreatly modi~
fied since the drought, because many have found themselves forced
to leave their lands to seek salaried work in the modern sector
as a means of survival, while others, such as the Moors and Peulhs,
found themselves forced into cultivating, also as a means of sur-
vival, after havina lost their herds. A substitution and a reor-
ganization of the labor force is aradually taking shane with sa-
laried labor slowly acquiring an as vet unknown importance. Ma-
terial incentives nush vouth towards the cities and ouside of the
country hut also attract salaried lahorrrs to the land hy neces-
sity. In both cases, new forms of denmendency are created based on
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a system in which the monetarization of social and economic re-
lationshins prevail and, indeed, lead to a qreater proletarization,
of labor (urhan and fural) and a heightened paunerication of the
individual. ,

The hope, of coufse, is that aqgricultural develomment and
irrigation vrrojects can liberaté’man from that new Torm of ser-
vility.. Social constraints, however, exist and must he taken in-
to consideration before hopinﬁ to resolve aqricultural develon:-
ment nroblems. One of the mast urgent of nroblems, heiaghtened by
the drought, is the relationshin hetwean herders and cultivators
who have always competed for the same terr~in. The lack of ras-
turage and the fragilitv of cultivated lands as well as the in-
creasing movement of herds - camels and cattle to areas new
to them, esnecially in the south,; have threatened the cultiva
tors' sense of territoriality. This has; however, increased the
herders’ own difficulties of survival.

The question which still nced to be answercd are whv has
riziculture been the onlv choice for irrigated acviculture, locking
the peasant in an'éﬁer~tiqhter system of denendencv? 7nd why, in
spite of the incrdasind attraction to irriqation and the qreat
demands made for irrigated narcels in most of the villages, are
the negative imvacts of irrigation so serious as to have the
neasant still orefer his drv-land agriculture?

The lona 1list of néqative clements hy far outweighs the
vositiveness of irrigation in Mauritania and is a clear r..flec-
tion of the ill-defined and ill-studied »rohlems of social si
tuations which should have heen nrojected at the outset of ail
projects. The organizational mechanisms of suvnort are cither
non-existent or not suffictentlQ cxovericnced to sustain cﬁanqe of
technical and human complavitiv. Land claims are not dealt with
mechanical nroblems remain the greatest hottleneck fo; EHe':g,
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continuation of cultivation, motiVations hecome misdirected and,
because of the complete lacP of +trust-. 1n the prdfitability of

the agricultural sector, jnvestmcntq are Dlé¢eﬂ Sn surer and more
speculative choices; fees, emanatjnq'From irriqatjon'render com-
munities servile to an oraani ration rather than to 2 social class
. but also take away from ‘them all initiatives for self -snfficiency
as long as the feelina of dﬂnendcncv heloghtens and eliminates

any pnossibilities of personal or qtoup initiatives- the very size
of the parcels is so minuite as to render any aglobal or individual
selfﬂsufficicncv'highly doubtful.” Another serious and difficult
nroblem to solve in the staonant ciréu{t of commercialisation

and distribution which renders .all incentives for the peasants .

to increase thelr productivity void as. léong as they are incavable
of selling thelr nroduce. o

The mositive aspects of irrigation andléqricultural develon:-
ment cannot be ignored, however. The archaic svstem of cultiva--
tion of traditional Mauritania was forced to adjust to a new
system of know how, Motivations develovned merely through indivi-
dualization ¢ iand ownership and, mor« important, the HOPE that
irriqation will be able to sustain the intensitv of éroductivitv
of its earlier beginnings. ‘

Th social organization of agricultural labor has gone
through ramnid stages of unheavals which arc still beina felt at
all levels. Social relationshirs and cconomic ties have changed,
nodas of 1lifc have been adjusted to different ways, old social
classes have taken new shane and new ones are heing formed. How
all these forces can best b2 channelled to nositive nurroses for
agricultural develonment derends entirely on the level of supvort
given to individuals and communities.
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