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PART _ONE

_ISTOXICAL SURVZY

GENERAL IPERODUCT16§ |

N

We might well bLegin this study with a truism: first, the present socio-
IR

economic situation of Mauritania in general and of Moorish society in

particular is the result of a historical process.in which forces favoring
stability and continuity have, whether through lack of knowledge or of ..
power, not always been_able_to,@qmiqate those forces tending toward
.disintegration and crisis. Secondly. the changes:affecting the world

of the Moorg_bqve not been even aqd homogeneous in their_impact upon thg
whole society. To evaluate the relative importance of each of these
two sets of factors (factors of continuity and factors of change), to
clarify the tensions, dislocationé, blockagés and imbalances resulting
from their ev61ution, and to ﬁéasure tﬁeir impact on:Mauritania's

current de?elopment ﬁrébiems, we shall proceed according to the followiﬁg

scheme:

Iu'the first part, we shall present a short historical overview
designed to help recapitulate, in broad outline,.fhé egtablishméﬁt of
Moorisﬁ society. In fhe sécbnd part,‘we.shall analyze the structures
of this sbciety, past and preéent; ffom.twin aspecté: the‘égpect of

material resources and thav of social organization.
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In essence, then, this study will be a bibliographic introduction
in which an effort will be made to highlight those factors which could

be at the root of Mauritania’s current underdevelopment.

HISTORECAL SURVEY

The structural history of Mauritania's Moorish pgpulgtioﬁ‘ﬁay'be

schematized into three periods:

-~ From prehistoric times to the 13th Century:
Berber populations settle iu the Yestern Sahara. To all intents
- and purposes they become definitely Islamized after. the Almoravid’

conquesté at the end of the llth century.

- From the 13th to the 18th Century:
As a result of a long-drawn-out series of ‘confrontations,
succeeding waves of Arat tribes; the latter are driven steadily

southward.

-~ From the 18th Century: European traders exert increasing

influence on Moorish affairs.

. This increasing European influence culminates in the occupation
of the country by French troops in 1902. In 1960, Mauritania like

other ex-colonies of French West Africa (AOF), attains independence.



i

I. The Prehistoric Period - ‘Antiquity - The Period cf Islamization

We know now that the Sahara was not'always the immense, arid waste
that presents such a formidable challenge to travclers today. There is
ample evidence that the area was irhabited, particularly during the
Neolithic period. Little.is known of the first inhabitants of the Sahara
area, but the general opinior is that thcy may have been caftle herders
and sedentary hunting populations of black stock. This has a bearing
on. our fopic: as we shall see hereafter, several authors have not"
hesitated. to estaplish_a direct coﬁneéting link]befWeéh, on ‘the one hand,
thése proto-Saharan pqpulqtions and théir pﬁté%ivc pfogényg (known to-
oral tradition as the "Bafour", cf.‘Lucas 193i), and the present popula-
tion of "Haratin’, on the other hand. Whatever the validity of these -
arguments, it is a fact that "Lybico-Berber” warrior groups (‘Garmantes®,
"Gaetules™), using 1ight'Chﬂriors and horses, invaded Cyrenaica in the
sccond haif of the 2nd millenhium B.C. Their vanguard reached the
Western Sahara between the 1lst aﬁa the 4th Cénturies (Vernet 1979,

La Chapelle 1930). ’witﬁ them they brought, from the onset cf the
Christian eta,.that aniﬁﬁi:invaluablc in'Saharan’life, the dromedary.
In all likelihood, with‘the infiui of these ‘conquerors the-black -

populations were either driven southward or reduced to vassal status.

"So the etﬁnic picture éresented by Mauritania in the protohistoric
pcr;pd is cleaf: camel-riding Berber nomads forced the aborigines south-
wvard; these left gurviv;fs Anly in 2 few scattdred oases, sometimes down
to medieval times. (Some of the yaratin of the present day are descendants

123

of these survivors)'. R, VERNET (1979, p. 41).
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We must add that the effects of the desertification process, a
process begun far back in time (between 11,000 and 6,000 B.P., the
period back to which the present climate dates: P. ROGNON. 1976),
must have played a decisive port in this slow, inexorable southward

movement, which continues to tiiis day.

For'the entiré period stretching from the Berﬁer invasions to the
beginnings of the Almoravid movement, the historical record on the West-
ern Sahara remains fragmentary: it is heavily deperdent on second=-hand,
even third-hond reports mainly preserved to Arab chroniclers and zeogra-

_ phers (Mauny 1961, Cuoq 1975).

Névertheless, as far hack as the 8th century, most of these records
indicate that the trans-Saharan caravan tfaae whereby products from ﬁhé
African Sudan (gnld, cbony, asbestos and ivory) and rrom the Sahel reéion
(gum,'cdwries, ambergris, oryx- skin shields and slaves) were exchangéd:for
North Africaﬁ and Mediterrancan products (copper, glasswaru,fdrugs. iron
utensils, woolen garments, silk goods and paper) was important.  In the

10th century salt was a key commodity in this trans-Saharan trade.

The intercst generated by this trade, heightened by legends of the
fabulous, golden wealth of the Sudan region, was so lively As to move
the Moroccan monarchy to try scveral times to grasp- control of it through
the use of military expeditions. In 195!, one of thesc 'expeditions

actually captured far--off Tombuctoo.



Tribes of nomadic Betbers (Messoufa, Lamta, Gazouls, Lamtouna’
Gdala) through those territories the caravan trails crossing the Western
Sahara ran, cften to their cost, do not scem to hnve'beénrorganized

under'any central authority.

Their lifcstyla and their social organization, as far as we can
1 ) : . .

surmise from the sparse gleanings the chroniclers have left us, generally

foreshadow the ways of the Moorish tribes tciay.

No doubt they quickly came under. the influence of neighboring
powers on their northeraand southern borders, particularly. Sijilmassa. to
the north and the kingdom of Ghana (8th ? - 13 th Centuries) to the.
south, whcre proto-Soninke poputations secm to have been powerful.;; The
"Azer" tongue, a Soninkc dialect intermixed with Berber (Charles Monteil
1939), in use among the black Ksour populations of Ouadane and  Tichitt :
(Masna) a few dozen years ago,  seews: Lo be a survival from that remote. -
period when the. Sohinke: (Sarakolle) ruled these areas ‘(Mohar.ed E1 Chennafj.
1970) .. Islam, introduced into the arca in the 7th and 8th Centuries, -
continued to make inrpads in the wake of the caravan trade. :

In the IOEh‘Centﬁry; the Sanhaja Berbers controlled theuimpbrtant
commercial center at Audaghost; that town is now identified with near
certainly as-having been sited at the.present Tegdaoust, near.Tamchakett
(S. and D. Robert, Jean Devisse. 1970)... It was among. these: Islamized .
Berber tribes that the Almoravid movement arose in the 11lth Century. In

a few years, it was destined to conquer the whole of the Western Sahara
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and a sizeable part of the Iberian peninsula. The Ghana Empire was
reduced to vassal status. But in 1087 Abu Bakar Beun Amer, leader of
the Almoravids in the South d1ed from then on the-movement rnpidly
lost steam. Whllt the other nreat Sanhaja ltader,,Yussef Ben Tachfln,
continued his conquering sweep across North Africa,, Abu Bakar ; cohtrts
lost their cohesion and, as a matter of logical coursq?‘their authority
over the regions they had conquered or vassalized. The Ghana Eééire,‘
though much reduced in strength, regained its auténomy. Ftom the
12th Century on, the pcpulations-of the'are§§‘nqw know as Tagant and
Hodh fell very definitely under the influences of the great political
systems of Sahelian Africa: Ghéﬁa (until'thc 13th €entury), Mali
(from the 13th to the 16th Century), Songﬁéib(ISth and 16th Centuries)
(Désiré Vuillemin et al. 1964; Charles Vanacker 1979, S. and D. Robett,
J. Devisse 1970). Old‘caravaﬁ centers.liké Tichitt (founded in the
12th Century ?) and Oualata (léth Centuryv?)'seem at one time to have
been drawn into the sphgres of infiuence of these states (D. Jacqugs—
Meunié 1957, 1961). 1In the case of Oualata the relationship was
closer. -Ouadane, founded by thé idéwalhaj (13th - l4th Century ?),
and Chinguetti, founded by the Idaﬁali (12th Century' ?).made up,. |

tosether with Tichitt and Oualata the prototypical generation of

Mauritanian market—-towns (Alamin 1911, 1958).

' These centers rose to prominence at a time when the remnants of

the Mauritanian Almoravid movement were beginning to suffer seriously
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U . . . s
from the encroachnents of a2 new and dangerous force 1n their traditional

pasture-lands: . .the Magil Arabs.

II...  THE: INSTALLATION OF MODERN MOORISH SOCIETY (13TH~18TH CENTURY)

ke need to be wary of the half- bdked schenatlza‘xono so.dear to

e thad

Frknqh historians of our’ regions (Gautler, La Chapellc, Marty, AmilHat) .
The1r r;¢uct10nlst schemata tend to cxwlaln most of the area s¢history

from the:arrival of the Arabs in terms of the worklng out of rivalries

piFting Arab against EerBer fight from the start. Tpiarhqqqadicable“f
. ' o . . [ CR

antagonism is in its turn supposedly superinposed on an even more: :

ancient ethnic cdaflict, the.conflict between the Zenete aund. the..:

Sanhaja branches of the Berber world.

The reality is less neat, more cemplex than these schemata
sugpest.. The Magil did not reach what is now Norther Mauritania at..:.°

the same tine: and armong them, only the descendants of(Hassan,‘ancesmor
of Mauritania's Hassahs, are of relevance to us.
: _— . _
In the lJLh Century, the Oulﬁd Rle and the Qualad® Nﬁcer 'settled’
S Lo .
in Tiris 1nd Aftout, while ‘the Oualad Daoud settled. 1n Adrar and Hodh. R

]

The‘l6th Century saw, the arrlval of the 0u11ad M Ra reck° R
'The' Brakna and the Trarza °“¥Y,59§F1?4 %puphe area=1nuthe’l7th5”'

Conturyi':This stnggeféd oraer of érfival is part of the reason for

the conflicts which punctuhted this entire period andﬁsometiHGS’piﬁted"

rival Arab elerents against each other (as in the Battle of In Titanm,

in 1631, involving the Mghafra and the Oulad Rizg). More frequently,
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the parties involved wcre ustable, motley coalitions in whose composition
ethnic loyalties were no longer a factor (as exemplified in the part
played by the Kounta, the Ahel Sidi ﬁahmoud, the Oulad Nacer and the
Brakna 1 in the internecing wars the Idowich waged among themselves

and in their confrontations with the Oulad M'Eareck, with . the Adrar

Emirate, etc. Amilhat 1937).

One of the most significant of these conflicts was certainly the

"Charr Bebbe" War. In fhis war,liaééi;g negriy tﬁirty years (1644

to 1674), a coalitioﬁ'of Berber f;;ces fought é Héssani bloc drawn
pr{ﬁcipally from the Trarza ana tﬁe Brakna.b The.défeaﬁ 6f ;hg Berbé;
forces signalled the definitive ésceﬁdancy‘of tﬁe:Hassani g;oup, if

not over the whole of Moorish society, at least over its central and

western sections: Adrar, Trarza; Brakna (Marty 1919, 1921: E1 Yédali

and I. Hamet 1911).

The end of the "Charr BebbLe'" War saw the establishment of the

first Moorish emirafes..Brakna and Trarza were establishedlat the end
of the 17th Century, whilc the Aarar Emiraté devel&ped gradually iﬁ'the
first half of the 18th Century. Under‘the ener;r ic 1eadershib of |
Mohamed Chein (1733-1788) and his soglﬁohamedv(l788-i822), wﬂé laid

the foundation for the Tagant Emirate, the Idowich liberated tﬁeﬁnelves
from Oulad M'Bareck dominance. The Tdﬂant Emirafe gréﬁ tb ¢onsidérﬁb1e
influence in the interminable reigr of Bakar Quld Soucid Ahmed (1836-

1905).

1/ Tribes, not regicns.
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-IﬁySduth"Easthgp;itaqip, the Hodh, a virtual mus eum gf tribal
history where all the rengantg_of_trgtyyile,powcrful tribes megt,
entcred; the [9th .- atury as subjectthf thei;tqld vassals the Mechdout,
- after undergoing a long pertod of dom}q?tlop'py the Oulad M'Bareck.

Toward: the, end of the 19th Centurytthglr political 1mpoh”"nqe'1n_the '

region. was comparable to that of the four emirates mentioned above.

- Gy

References ‘to the existcnce-oﬂ'tﬁesef"gféat powers' in Moorish
society should not éreate illusions of any-treﬁéhd' i;bfandeuthﬂ,ln the
sedtion of this study "ddéaling with ‘'social :structure, we shall sﬂdw'just
hdw ifdlmscribed and precarious the power of theéeneﬁiratesﬁdétuéfiy
“was.  Add ﬁé'éhogld ﬁaﬁe'itvclear right frew.the start that .this power
ofﬁtt;'émffateg Qas.ss fragile that it never tontrdlled the whole
Moorish world. Specifically, it scarcely touched the eastern and:south—
ernireaches. of that wOflﬁy wherec large-ttibal confederations.moved.

(Some..of thpse wore édmittedly ouly recently formed, or -had only lately
. . ) "!.-

risen tao, poper: e.g. Ahel, Sidi hahmoud, Regueihat).' Many tribes of

marabouts, were independont of the Fmirates.

Lhétly,’the dutHority of thc Bmirates was nobliged to come  £q ,terms

with a number of rcllﬂlous hcaqp who sometlmes w1cldtd consxderahle

e e v

pover. Those chlLfS wcrc all the more danperous as rlvals because they

were, occ351ona]1y ttmjtnd to enter the wllltary artna, and also because

L e

thelr constltu nry 1nc1udtd the s plrltual world sl Ch01kh Sldl Fl
(b '—",“l""' K Yo
Hokhtar E1l Kounti and hlq son Cheikh Sidia E1 Kebir (Stewart 1973)
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This, then, is a society made up of a mosaic of different .groups,
each intensely jealous of its identity and its independence, at all
times prpud of their raots; a society in which the razzia, a form of
o , : _—
predatory rald w1th all 1ts 11m1tatlons and. its rules, was long regarded
as the- qu1ntessent1a11y noble pursult, a society ‘in which the most
soiemn;y consecrated allrancgs (matrimonial exthanges played § c6n;iae_
_rqbie pért iP“?he diplpmaéy‘of thé Bnirates) might at ‘any time be,:R}
fractured by.a'Sénseless_quarrel.bctwgen two shepherds at a wéterirg;
trouéh;' alsociety, in‘shbrr, so rivén with blood feuds and veﬁdetrﬁs
that ev;ryone inqir ﬁés‘at least 6ne hér;&itary eneny. ‘Iﬁ this society,
'1t was Jlfflcult for a rullné power‘té emerge stronp enough and suffl-

'c1ent1y Just in its operatlon, to achlevc a 1ea1 natlonal consensus

among t:he Moors_.

In fact, it was mainly in Southern Mauritania (Ttarza, Brakna,

and, to a lesser thent Taaant) that thc power of the Emirs was able
in somec measure to flourish aqd oxpand. The reasons  for this, as.

we shall see, are closely linked with the activities offEurobean'

traders alonp the Atlantic seaboard, aud later. along the River Senegal,

III.+ TRADE, COLONIZATION and DECOLONIZATION

. '

European attempts to find a fo¢thold in Mauritania go back as
far ag the 15th. Century. These attempts continuéd, with changing

fortunes and at the behest of various powers, until France occupied

most of the Moorlsh hom land (1002 1934)
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‘In 1443 the Portuguese landed at Arguin.g~1n 1448, they established
" what was then télieé ; tactbry post at.OQuadane. In all.probabilit&i
there wetelaﬁﬁle'sﬁpplitg of gold, ivory, slaves and ostrich feéthét§
to keep ‘the trade ﬁétween Séﬁargn caravans and Portuguese merchants
goihg. But the thctcty ﬁost at Ouadang:did not last.long (Mond"l978f;

For a considerable time contacts along the coast-line:between 4fricans

and European merchants and sailors took the form of o "Silent Trade".,

Ih‘thc I7th and 18th Centuries conflicts intensified betﬁéen

X

European powers (Holland? Brandepburg, France,. England) ' for the' control
sof the seaboard stretthité from Arguin to Saint Louis in Séﬁégai:“:u
_this wag the 1ndlspensable outlet for thb export -of -a pruduct abundant
in the area - gum arablc. The rtsult of thesc conflicts, dubbed" o
the "Gum Wars" kﬁéicourt i952), was that the French- remairied in un;“.
challehgédiébﬁtrol'fbf thé toast. from this time on an inbroaéiﬁgffx

imp.rtant portion of the trans-Saharan trade was diverted toward the

sea routes.
. " |I N

The effect of such a diversion on the" business of the'éld
caravanutenters, and 1ts fateful impact: on populatlons whose regunrcee}
and 11fLSty1L were closely bound up with the caravan trade,.tégdtastLy
be imagincd. The historian Boubncar BARRY (1972) for one, has advanced
the bold view that tht "Chart ,ebbe nr ‘was. one of the expreéssions’ “of
the conflict whlch ﬁltttd trans- Saharan commercial interests (in thc

riain rtpresenttd by the Btrbers) against intercsts tied to the trans-

Atlantic trade (linked to the Hassani coalition).



+15-

Hoyever, that may--be, the fact is that £rom that time on foreign
intervention. 1 Moorizh society would continue . to grow. To ensure-that
the trading "ports" were supplied with as nuch gum as possible, -the ..
Frconch companies eastablished et .Saint Louls made arnual ("customary")
payments to seloected notables. The paynents, nade in kind, comprisaed-
an.extremely miscellancous assoitment of poods, the most-sought~after .
being the well-krown "suinea. fabric” of the "Chandora® -and "Nile"
varieties, which has become the traditional dress of the entire Moorish

society.

i'The “customary payments', used as a manipulatory expedient, first
by .the merchants of :Saint Louis and later by the colonial administration,
developed into.a key instrument for contrclling ‘both the Moorish sacial

hicrarchy and the corsumpticn patterns. of the whele Moorish society..

"

In fact, the system oi .. .stci>.ry paynents' has played-a.significart -

contributing role in the shaping of these consumption patterns.. Because

they cndow their recipients w!

th copsiderabie material power in a -
society essentially dependent orn agricultural and foraging resources,
RS T e R S '

these payments hava been larpgely responsible for the tendency of the

oL i

Trarza and Brakna Emirates ©o adopt a rather monarchical style at

2 L g o : : : ‘
‘1 periads.

- 'The .payments very clearly and Avcisively sharpened .appetites and

aggravated competition hintween aspirants to this same source: of power.

To reach it, brothe: siaughtered brother; and.uncles:-and nephews did not


http:sh.aping.of
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hesitate toc. muruer each other, etc, (as was evident in'the series, of

“ oy

bloody assa351nat10ns that rockcd thn Trarza Emirate - betwean 1860

and- 1904). Nevertheless, thL nayments could ‘create in the, mlnds of

1

certain Emirs (Mohameu El Hablo of Trurza, 1827-1860). the Ldea~perhaps

illusion would be a bcttcr word - that they possessed autonomous powgr.

[

: QEartln? from the mld—18th Century, the Prench movod to put an .

ia

end to such fragile ambiguitics. U31ng everythlng From punitive. expe-,
“”ditions;to-fullﬁscale campaigns (Faidherbe's campaign of 1854-1856),., .

from'skirmlshes to ralds, they endel up undertaklng an unmlsgu1sed
LorA

[

colonization campulwn at the boglnnlng of the 20th ‘Century, aftqr the
1 "1)

Berlin Conference had ratified the partition of Africa.:

-This; colonization campaign did not really end until 1934

Gillier 1926, Gouraud 1945, Vuillemih;f962)w

, Lo
‘In a ‘country supposedly beroft of natural resources;: colenial

power,'motlvatgd as. it was pr1nc1rally “y strate 1c and seécuricy..gonsi~

derations, was bound to be somewhat superf1c1a1. The government was

D I
“satisfied to admwinister the territory from a few utban centers usyally

T bullt o, sgpvquad hoc purposes. But the imposition of. taxes, the

‘constryuction of _new communlcatlons n;tworks, ‘the more or 1ess syonta~
e I, .

neous stlmulatlpp of new consumﬁtlon needs and’ tastes,.all hclped the

"“"I.Il )

market economy not only to spread faster but also to tighten its hold

on the society. (The colonial school system, even if it only affected
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a tiny fraction of the population, playel a part in this, as did the
urban eptourgge that grew around thc admlnlstra post == the people

Hamid £l taurltanly, 1974 has termed the colonldl boyocracy")

Power then became centralized in the hands of the colonial..
“‘adminmistration. ' And the administration did not_hesitete,to.use‘it

" when necessary to crush .any potentially independent authority centers,

'A

to coopt those w~ho acquiesced in emasculating compromises, and to boost

new elements committed to its colonial interests. The consequences of

e, e

thls centrallzed domlnatlon for the evolutlon of Moorlsh.soc1ety were

profound.

"‘With-the triumph of colonization, the process started by European
merchants in the.l17th Century, a processdestined to lead Moorish society
s N . K c ) i FR N S 1
from partial dependence to total submission to French economic and po-

litical dictates, reached its conclusion.

He shall lcave thc uellncatlon of 1ts effects for later. For
, the moment we shall 51np1y p01nt out rhat from the perspcctlve of

- :'

a nomadlc world v1ew, colonlallsn manlfested 1tsc1r 1n the form of a
. e i . * .51-.‘

phenomenon that was not only allen,.but also oppresively bothersom=:

the phenomenon of frontiers.

i ~ The tangled web of personal bonds which in the past, mcre than
~any other factor, jave every Bizani (Moor) a sense of identity (bonds

of rark,-status, caste, family, clan and tribe) would in future have

-to ‘make 'room for the faceless rules and-regulations of States.


http:tangj.ed
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. The new’ phenomenon affected tho eyelés of nomadlc jmovewent, pasture

areas, .and~ -avén the settlement of popmlatLOn groups. Colon;allsm; working

NS
. :.(

1ts way. upward from the south, speeded up the process of agglomeratlon
and sedentarization among the Moorg of thc Sehcllan-Sudanese belt. It
also cut off the great Northern ralders £rom their tradltlonal sources

. o ‘"‘k
’ of 11ve11hood,_strﬂnd1nw some of them beyond Matritdnia's norther borders
(Jean Arnaud 1973) COIOniallsm invblved the whole Mborish population,
from the first to '"submit" to the last reca1c1txent "d1381dents" I?at

R

unity of the Moorlsh .world,: the_ Shlnglt to whleh.several aUthors

. WY .
¢ [ . ||‘ o

(Ahmed Ben Alamln 1911,.Marty 1916, Montell 1940 0. du Pulgaudeau

1967, Monod 1967 C. 131ne-Che1kh'197§5l£ave drawn our attention as a
discernible phenomenon even though it has never given rise to political
unity, was balkanized by colonial administrative fiat. And the frapments

were portioned out between Morocco, Algcria, Mali, Western Sahara and

Mauritania.

The extrenmely costly Saharan War - which sobbled up nearly 35 2
of Mauritania's 1977 budget, compared to a meager 2.1 Z for rural
development -is part of the long~term fallout from this arbitrary

fission set off by the colonial powers.

The colonial period, as far as Mauritania is concerned, ended on
November 28, 1960. But by then all the factors likely to deprive Moorish
society of control over the mechanisws of its regeneration were alrecady

present. These factors include the cities, those new centers of wealth
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“apd‘powe;m(Bqnted}97g,’Arnapd !9]6); maxkg§§,'bfqyght‘y%th%q‘eagy reach
--by communications networks and. vehicles, se}ling goods_thgt‘hayg bepome'
staples; and last but not least, a centralized administration whi;h. .

' : C . R o
sees to iP'that:al;hEQiF trafficking‘is'qarricd.pg safely and with due
propriety.,

© ' Yhat we -are considering,. then, is a proccss -of -disintegration,
The key characteristics of this process should be much more clearly
digcernible’ in tho light of ‘the “crises besetting:loorish society s,

wars, drouzht, ‘famine.

" We'have sketched, in very broad ‘outline, the majcr stages by
which the Moorish population se'ttled in Maufitéﬁia."We'sﬂﬁll’ﬁbw'pfdéeed

3

. v ."," RN K . .
to study the way the socilety operates.



PART TWO

ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL ORGANIZATION OF THE MOORS

Moorish gociety, fundamentally depeddent on the Saharan- envifonment,
its homeland, has always been an agrlcultural and pastoral soc1ety count-
1ng chiefly on animal husbandry for its 11ve11hood The insightful -
statement by ‘Robert Capot~Rey (1953), to the effect that Moorish society
depended overwhelmingly on the dromcdar} and slavtry, is arsuccinet”
and accurate descr1pt1on of the 51tuat10ntu_The breakdown ofttrans-"i
Saharan trade, a breakdowﬁuétarting as fat‘back as the end of the - 15th
Century; . the'consequences of tolonial occgpation; and.the aggravating
onslaught of th: relentless, éver-advancihg desert~-a11 this has more™:
than merely changed the Moorlsh world, it has upset a11 .the economic 17
and social foundations of that unlverse. Noma(B made P 757 of + -
Maurltanla s population in 1964, in 1977 they were down to only 337
("Second Results' 1977), 'in our study, we shall first outline the
changes in the material environment of the Bizani (Moors); after that we
shall 1look at changes in the'orgahization df tha society, PEQPQF}XV

speaking.

I. TUE iCOLOMY GF T.L !OORS

Under this heading, all we propose to do is to provide a modest
survey of factors which, in the past as well as now, have conditioned the
lives of all Moors. In style, this exposition is deliberately descrip-

tive; that does not prevent us from hoping that it might help locate



problems, lags, distecrtions, brggkdpwns in fpnctioningzj'all-thpsc
preyalent symptoms which for one reason or another have come .to charac-
terize .th> prevalent underdeveloped situation in Mauritania; we jalso
hope the study might help indicate possible ways of remedying the
situation.

Perhaps at this juncture we .nged, to make it definitively. clear .that
throughout this exposition, our conceptual starting points are the
traditional resources and social organization of the Moorish world.
Meivini. oo shall discuss. changes that have transformed this world.

But aur primary foous will be on these traditional.resources and :. . .
social structures since it is from them that Moorish society derives .,
its specific identit,. Difficulties and problems arise precisely from
the poi .s of contact between these traditional factors and what we .,
call, for the sake of,convggjencé, "the modern world'. It is on these
points of contact that we need to concentrate in our thinking about those
notorious development bot:lenecks we shall be discussing. again, farther

on. For the moment we shall discuss what Moorish society produces, what

it consumes, how its different products are circulated and distributed.

b, T 00010

The key areas of production are the twin areas:of animal husbandry,,
and agriculture. . Food-gathering activities, hunting, fishing and salt;.
extraction, together with windicraft production, used to play a, sypple-.

mentary role in meeting the modest needs of Moorish society.
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A, ANIMAL HUD 1Y

Alllthe essential features .of Moorish life are centered around
animal husbandry-—-to be more precise; the raising of one animal, the
camel. The camel, aptly named the ship of the Sahara, gave,the nomads
1 means of transportation especially suited to the desert climate and
to the kinds of trips sometimes made necosgary‘by lpngfgispancgvraiding
expeditions; beyond all that, the camel aigg servea as a iiQing larder
storiné ﬁeat, milk, wool, and, in extreme emergencies, even water. In
the quth camel hérding is linked with the rearing of sheep and goats;
it graduqliy yieids plage to cattle~herding in'the areas adjacent to
wﬁat was; only a few yecars back, the Sudanese plimapg'zone, 'We‘gusg.
also remcmber thét the principai export prpducts_of the Moopish economy
derive firom animal hqsbandry.;' |

‘ .In point.Cf fact, iF wog;d.bé enong to =2ation such prq?lgwsugsv_
nnimal ftocﬁ,’fpdde¥, pasture iand, water, skills apd equipment, products
an@ fLéir variédvuses, patliology apd tberapy, rituals, beliefs, etc.,
to.give a comprehénéive‘idea;—or at any rate a pretty good idea--of the
imbégtanc; of'éaétoral activities in the life of this society.
ft-is éésy, qﬁite without;any priqr,.dogmatic de;igq to prove
functio#éli;t éheses, to 1ay.bare the nexus of bonds, intcrlinkages and..

- . . R v : :

dependency relationships which tie these different factors to one

[N

another and involve them so intimately in the Moorish social structure

that they condition and reflect its divisions, speciali.ations and

hierarchies (shepherds, well-sinkers, craftsmen, marabout-healers etc.).
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Here we shall simply pick out a fLW essent131 po1nts bLar1ng more
directly on the evolution of social relatlonshlps, in as much as this
evolution itself has an impact——ncgative or positive~-on Mauritania's

economic development.

a) PASTURLiG AND STOCK-MLADILG

"+ Moorish animal husbandry, whether the znimals in question be
dromedaries or zebu caftlei has qlways begn.of an. extensive, range;
roving type. To the challenge péged by the scareity and low quality
of available fodder, Moorish herders have res sponded by<deve10piné 1ong—
range mepility and great flexibility (Dubie 1937): Trancart 1940;
Leriche 1953; Toupet 1977: Feral 1948)

We know that among the great nomadic groups, the scarch for fresh
pastures, reinforced by strategic considerations, could sometimes
motivate y;arly treks ranglng aroand 2,000 kilometers (UNESCO 1961).

We shall leave geographvrs and soil specialists to work out an ﬂnaly51s'
of natural conditions responsible for these pasture ranges, which vary
considerably from one reglon to the othcr, and from one season to ‘the
next. CharIeé Toupet (19?7) c1t1ng work done by Madame H. Gauthier-
Pilters ahd H. Giliet in Cﬁad, as well as by Charles Rossetti and
Naegele, giQeélfigures for dry fodder yield in these pasture areas
varying from bétween 334 and 615 kilogrgms per hectare in the case of

a stand of askaf fodder (Nucularia perrini), to: 8,600 kilograms per ‘

hectare for some types of Sudanese grass. Confirming Nazgele's findings,

Toupét p01ntLd out thc contrast between the sparseness of rag fodder
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(1000 kilograms of vegetation yiecld per hectare) and the abuadance of
swampland fodder (8,000 kilograms of vegetation yicld per hectare). The

author mentions thé toughhess and adaptability of different Sahelo-

S

Saharan plan£ sbeciés, as well as their notable”tameqqssf Again refer-
ring to figu%es given by ¢ladame CauthieffPilturs, he underscores the
observéti;ﬁ.thét though the dromedary could logicallxnbgkexpectcd to
ecat a a;iiftédfian of 30 to 40 kilograms of grecn fodder, its actual

consumption was as low as 10 to 20 kilograms. A medium~sized zebu cow
- . . . .
!

would, in ébmparisoh; consume 25 to 30 kilograms of green fodder in the

riiny season and 6 to 10 Lilograms of hay in the dry scason.

On the basis of these data, different specialists estimate that an

area between 6 and 12 hectares would be.needed to.support one of these

large ruminants per year. 'In sub~desert and desert zones the area

H

required would be much larger.
We must rémember these data when discussing the advantages of
195lng | need: ’

sedentarization, the size of the animal population that can be maintained
. : L

in the regidﬁ under scrutiny, or the varied,.types of problems which could
résuifjféom overgrazing. -

S IE is particularly important to -locate areas#of:responsibility
pré;iéeiy in order to shed appropriate light on pyagtjgalvdeyeldpméﬁf
optidhélé;iéhfed toward the livestock sector. o

| Ih:éhf'hiéfo%ical'intrddUCtion, we touched upon 2 few of the conse-

quences of French colonizatidn: the sociaty. suffered considerable

losses in terms of men and!especially of livestock during the first great
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coloﬂization.éﬁﬁpaiéns:'and continued td do do uniil thd 1930's; but once
tﬁé;e iniﬁigi ﬁaemorrhagés became a matter of histofy, éolonfélism':"
contributed signi ficantly to populéfign growth and to an increase in-
livé;tock. The main reasons for these increases were the establishment’
of a number of hca}th and veterinary posts throughout the country, the
conduct éf a few vaccination campaigns,.and the abolition of the lawless
of razzia raids. This predatory practice, in effect, became henceforth
the exclusive privilege of the coloninl government and its agents: A1l
thesé changes fesultcd9 logically enough, in a demographic and spatial
overload, an overload which in turn had to have repercussions on the
delicate balancing mechanisms of the Moorish ecosystem (J.P. Hervouet,
1975). o

Scveral spccinlists emphasize the destructive role of some types of
livestock (goats) and the negative activities of shépherds, who are’ at
times regarded as active ngénts of the desertification process, owing
to their penchant for stribping trees for fodder, sctting bush fires etc.

Other specialists, for insfance J.P. Hefvbhet (1975), accuse the
Moorish shepherd of incompetence. Comparing him ‘to Peulh shepherds who'
make it:a'hﬁbit to accompany their flocks, someﬁimes even leading them,
guidiﬁg fhem as they browse, tﬁeée specisliéts say the Moorish shepherd
is, by contrast, a rank amateur: his attitude to his flock essentially
detatched, his interest in the sheep overvhelmingly determined by the

cash profit he hopes to gain from them. The truth, though, is 'that the

shéphérds, generally recruited from vas-al groups (Aznaga), ex-slaves” :
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(Haratin) or slaves (Abid),fhéVé:buiit up over the long generations a rich -
store of experience. Adﬁiftéﬁly; the practice bdsed’on'tﬁié“experféhéé
may have become ééméwhaﬁ“peffunctéry fiém sheer repetitive routihe, but
it is still, in general, Admitably”diited to the rural environmet. (In
this cdﬁﬁectién, traditional Tdre éfédité‘Deyloul;'the shepherd folk hero
of the Alichandhora era Touabir, 'with great wisdom--a significant fact).
We must also point out that the' Store of skills and techniques is
in danger, doubly threatened as it is by deteriorating natural conditions
on the one hand and by the accelerated alteration of the institutional
and ideological frame of refarence (caste systems,:slavery) designed to
provide ifgwiﬁh psychological rationalizatiohs, on the other hand. ~ o
With the introduction of the cash nexusi ‘shephbrds, who'in the past
drew nearly 21l their remuneration in kind from the dairy products ‘they
generated, are now paid cash wapes. "It is doubtfal’ whcther thib’déveldp—”
ment is conductive to the preservation of the traditional technology of
the rural environment, cspecially since that traditional technology is "
already facing active competition from mechanical gadgets, with all -their
apparent ISbour—saving prowess. Animal husbandry is not 'only the dominant
activity of the Moorish countryside; it has also becoue an important
source of employment in the modern, capitalist agnsc. a
Quite apart from the many dncillary‘occupatiOnsttraditionilly 4850~ -
ciated with ahiméllhusbandfﬁ—4host handicraft occupations were devoted to
the manufacturé of tools directly involved in animal husbdndyv: ‘milking=

bowls, well—dfills,‘harnesséé,’éheafs;and elippers etc.-+animal”husbandry
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used to offer, and still does offer, a very interesting assortment of
jobs in the categories of well-drilling and shepherding.
In the recently secentarlzed settlements of Bout111m1t reglon, we

have noted that in each settlement (compriﬂing between lO and 30 tent-
households‘1 there is at leaet one well sinker (normally a Ha1t1n1 working
w1th the heln ot’his chlldren) wholnrowides‘water for the cattle; one or
EKETRe B B P P S e
two‘shepherds detailcd to herd sheep and .oats; and finally, in cases
RS o L pi

where the settlement possesses mllch-camels, a camel—hern.

——

That completes the p=cture as far as shepherdlng and the problem

L

of pasture 1ands are concerned. It must be added that as a rule, in

' .- .
[ . “t : 4 Ce iy

Mcorish society, access to pasture is free. The only trammel on this
: ' - : Lo

freedom of access comes from possibilities of control over access to

L b
watering holes. In effcct these watering holes are generally owned by
' ' . M . 1:.‘..‘

trival communities. In time of need, thesce communities can restrict

’ & RN AN
access to such water holes or aven deny access altogether to outside

"

1nd1viduals 0Or groups.

b) WATER

In.thc peculiarlw dry universe of Saharan and Sahelian Maurigania,
the water problem is a:constant.nreoccupation. | )
Apart from perennial natural springs (gnetta, plural:‘ glat) or
seasonal snrings (Zaya, plural: zi):whose waters sometimes contain
v . . .
deseasc-carrying microbes (bilharzia) or encourage the development of an
unhealthwlatmosphtre (malarlal, the water needs of‘Moorish soc1etw are met

I NI ' [ . Ve ! : :

from wells (ha51, plural hesyam) These arc dr111ed in dry river
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basins after_flood time. Thele are also wells of a type called ogla

(plural: ogol), these ‘are somewhat deeper that the hesyan type, BdE

)

just as precarlous, slnce llke the archan they are unllned Lastly there

is the bir (plural cbyar) or hlssyan, to use the proper term; its depth’

(traditipnally measured i1 units called wagfa, equiwalent to the height

' [E TR
of a mn with arms stretched upward) may Vary from 20 to over 60 metres,

The b1g vell 1s lined in the tradltlonal manntr, w1th straw ‘and trec—

i
. ¢

trunks,, Slnce the 1950 8, cenent llned wells have alqo been added at “the
initiative of governrent authorltles._ In theory these modern wells are

.o
: .
]
]

government pryoperty; in practice, however, they quits often become bones =

of coptention in ownership disputes. Furthermore,'formerly the'tradi—
tioral wells were maintained by the tommunltles that”dug(them, but since

1959 the maintenance crews respon31ble for ma;ntalnlng the modern wells B
have_dlsappeared.

It is perfectly likely, what with the recent droupht and mlgratlon'

.....

b e
unuseable, not just from lack of maintenance, but simply from disuse’-

A well too long,unused explres.

- 4g. for waterfpumping'techniques, apart from a few windmills and
diesel motor-powered pumps, which incldentally”pose bothersemelmainte:'v‘
nance problems, they have remalntd almost tntlrely dtpendent on tradl— a
tional methods: the delou (a.lenther baw), the rche ( long, strlp of

untured_hlde),,nnd the t-teynna, a pulley made out of selectedﬁhardwoodi"

teychit (Balanites Acpyptiaca), imijij (Grewia Bicolor).

e !
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The problems have actually been worsened thesc past scveral years
by the combined effects of the d%ought and popuiatiohféettlement. T

In effect, if the nﬁmﬁgr of animals.heediﬁg water has fallen,iwgter
consumptionuipself has probably risen, on.aécouﬁﬁ of all ‘the changes in
life stylpw(hygiqnic, nutritional changes.etc;)L:.The boring of holes
for water, .and the transport éf the'ﬁéter tb the settlements, have tradi-
tionally been arduous tasks, especialiy at the end of the dry season,
when humans as well as livestock are much debilitated; now tnese tasks
have increasingly grown ail the harder t6 carry on, precisely becauge
the requisite animal power is not avhilable.

The. problem is crupial for much of the rural population; they are
obliged to keep animals for pumpiég'and carrying water, feeding them on .
extremely expensive coﬁmerciallfoddér.r

Human life depends on watef; so docs animal life. “As a rule,.
animal 1ife, mobility, health and productivity all depend in large mea~
sure on adequate water supplies.

c) PRODUCE, . |

The Moors get practicaily éilltﬁe produéts they need for their
frugal existence from their livestock: milk, meat, wool, leather.
Special mention must be ma&e of milk, fhé %undamental staple of pomadic
diet. As for meat, it is a chﬂ t?éaéured nutritional supplement. In
this essentially”mobilc socicty, it should not be forgotten that animals
arc also used EQr transport. |

Charles Toupet (1977) giveé the fdlloWing figures on- milk and: meat


http:obliged.to
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-

productivity in the Moorish economy in particular .and in che Sabgliag
economy in general. These figures have only.a comparative, not a: .

definitive, value, because the yields in, dependent as, they are on pars
ticularly unpredictable climatic conditions, are extremely varied.
- Daily Milk production:

Al

Dry season .ainyvéeééoﬁ'
Camel . ,QLtO 7 lite; 0‘£o lé.Iitefs
Cattle - a 8 S
Sheep .9.5 " | (“%75“"
Goat .0 " | Yw}mi

"Touﬁet, citing a study by S.K, KON (1959) stresses the point that

the camel yields: the' richest milk, liberally laced with vitamin C.

'

- Meat production

Came'l 130 ,'k.ilcialgr_ams )
Bull (4 years old] 'L§O. . o
Cow 100

Sheep - '70:. “.

Goat - lZf{S_":
Lamb ' | l?.-_lSi _"..

J

It would be desirable to relatec these Figures to. the needs and
actual consumption figﬂfcs“of'thé nomads, if accurate figures. could be

obtained.

At any rate, Moorish shepherds have great skill in recognizing good
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milk-producing strains and, as far as_gossiblg{tpgrpgguating them through
tﬁé judicious uée of studs (xhgl,_plural; ; vhul) in selective breedinz.

They also #ﬁow how by means of ca;tration to raise physically more
robust and temperamentally more docile pagk-animals and young males parti-
cularly prized in the slaughterhouse business. L

We shall revert later to other products (wool, hide). It may be
impractical to give a statistical estimate; nevertheless, it is possible
to point out that in times past, production was sufficient to providé
adequate raw materials for the periodic repiacement of tents amnd the
manufacture of a truly variegated range of craft goods, especially
leather artifacts (mats, bedspreads, bags, harness, cords, etc.).

Simple yet very finely executed tanning techniques -using local plants

(Acacia Nilotica pods, Acacia raddisna bark, Commifora Africana) make it

possible to obtain lcather of truly extraordinary quality. This is an
aspect of Moorish life particularly cndangered nowadays: the drought and
ite consequences--destruction of livestock and vegetation, wholesale
rural depopulation-threaten it with extinction.

Before we move beyond this chapter on products, we should point out
that wool, which in the past was so highly valued as to be used for
currency (the rtal of spun wool, about a kilo in weight, was used as
legal tender in many ;ransactions)‘is now in the process of being enati-
rely superseded in the tent-making industry by strips of fabric imported
from Hali (qiv) or recycled picces of cloth (from old clothes, sisal . -

bags, etc.).
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It would be true to say that the products of Moorish animal husban-
dry .are wholly consumed by che producers themselves. ' This applics to the
general economy, wi h the exception of live animals, which have always
constituted a predominant part of the external trade of ‘the Bizani worldl

. And, except in times of natural disaster such‘és'arbhght;'oﬁly‘

sterile female animals, overaged stock and young male animals geét sold.

CONCLUSION Il ANIMAL HUSéANDRY

Every sxnple aspect of the 11vcs of these Saharal nomads is deeply

marked by the constant prox1m1ty, the almost 1nnate famtllarlty of

v

humans w1th anlmals, espec1"11y as rega;ds the camel whlch in the eyet

. b -
of all Moors is the. prince of beasts, second in status only to the
thoroughbred facehotse.‘ Maniféétatitﬁt éf this clostne;s'até.evidént
in all arcas of thelsoCicty's matétial life: (nttriti;n;.tlothiﬁé; |
housing,handierafts); they are equally evident in the variou; cuitural
spheres (folk proverbs, tales, poetry, law). Animal husbhhdry ﬁféétices'
themselves reflect the close bonds of affection tyihﬁ.the Maotttbihis
flocks the knowledge of cach individual animal's peculiar traits, the
tone of its voice, its pedipgree, its Veterinaryntasé histtry, and its
psychological mods, o to spesk, are all personal, émotional indications
of these links. We need ty take' care not' to lose sight of the anreék—'
able nature of these ties between the Moorish families and théir'aﬁiméls;
when dealing with accusations of "irrational behaviour” leveled by

some specialists against Sahelian stock-breeders, both Peulhs and Moors,

on the grounds that out of sheer supersitious attachment they maintain



uselgss, supernumernry stocks less and less able to subsist on an environ~
ment whose resour;éﬂ 'dre neafing:exhaﬁstibh; “Coﬁffdrybﬁo ﬁﬁésé st}uctures,
Qe think Piérre BONTE (1975) is pérféétly cofreé£.ﬁhéﬁ %éjpgfﬁf;couf
that this acéumuiaﬁion ofﬁlivestocklis iﬁ'faétlprofoﬁddiy'rafionhllﬁitﬁih
it§ ofiginﬁl context (the.Saharaﬁ and ‘Sahelian ééoﬁbmyjz aslléné'aé this
conteﬁg was notVAQethéimed and‘égde'depéﬁdcnt by the market economy.
ProQidiﬂg the médé of savings 5cst adnptéd to natuf&l édnditibné in these
arid territories, the accumulation of livestock has_always been a res-''.
tricted, family-based activity, dependent principally:on’slave labor.
until rcceﬁﬁ'developments'trdnsformed its practice. It was not likely
to turn into'a means of sociil ostentation and 'economic speculation until
the capitalist economy imposed its domination on the Moorish-world.!
The recent years of drought, as we 'shall see, have merely accelerated "
this phenomenon.

AGRICULTURE

blimatiﬁ and:soii-conditibns; wﬁosé e&aluatibn'we iéa?é to bﬁé—":
cialists, hcre aﬂaiﬁ‘ﬁcterminc the ésséntial charactéristiés, pbssibilities
ard scopelbf.agricﬁlture in tﬂc land oflthc Moors. This is as;frue of

oasis agriculturc as it is of the dry or irrigated farming practiced in

the Southern rcaches of the Moorish world., We shall here concentrats

on bringing out the social aspects of this agriculture.

a)  THE OASLCS

Oasis agriculture is based on the date-palm tree. Some traditions

1
' ' v

place its appearance in Mauritania as far back as the ern of the mysterious

i

“Bafour’ (Munier 1%55).
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ii'hné spread’ steadily since medigval times, from the Adrar region
to Tagant, then to Assaba. Hunier egtiﬁhted that in 1955 there were
565;606 &ate-palm’trees (Munier:1955); in;1§60, aééording to Agricu@turc
Depﬁrthenc estimates quoted by Charles TOUPET (1977);-there were about

805,000 trees.  Today there should be a total of ‘around 1 milliqp.

In the oases, the cultivation of date-palm trees is linked .with
that of cereals (wheat, barley) and vegetables raised oﬁfifrigatedfland

in the shadow of the palms.

i,  AGRICULTURAL TECHNIQUES.
Generally speaking, agricultural techniques are quite simple; and
the care of palﬁ'groée varies a great deal from one fégidnfﬁdythc~next,

I

from one grove to the other, and .even from onQHAQQé;'fo tha other. There
are so~called wild groves of palm trces whiéh rémain uncultivated
throughbut‘the year, no one going to them ekcept;during.the brief

harvest season (El Moinam). Then, tﬁére arc other groves which, on the

contrary, are given meticulous care and attentively ‘watched over all
year round (Ater; Tidjikja).

Date~palm cultivation, using rudimentary, locally~pade tools
(hoes, hatchets, pruning shears, the gellac) is generally~though neither

axclusively nor 31ways——the work of slaves (Harétin‘and Abid) .

Farm land holdings, when wot jointly owned, arec modest: exceptions

are the few large properties recently built up under colonial government

patronage (especially in Atar).
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The entire system of cultivation, and in particular the system of
gravity-powered irrigation traditionally based on pcnﬁﬁlum wells, now
partially supcrseded by motor pumps=~ this entire system of intensive
farming limits the cultivable land area. Therz 1is uiso, 4s we have

already pointed out, the additional pressure of severcly restrictive

natural conditions.

In Adrar and Tagant, where the cultivation éf palmwtrées goes
back a long time, the treces arc planted by the most reliable method,
from shoots. In Assaba, however, wherc the cultivation of Phoenix

‘Dactylifera is much more recent, kernels and stem buds are planted -
a much less reliable method, which yields a high proportion of male

and infertile plants (Toupet 1977).

In the ocasis palm-groves, the palm treces benefit from the horti~
cultural carc given the plants grown bencath them: watering, fumigation,
pruning of the jerid, and, most of all, weading. They are 1rtificie11y
fertilized by the agricultural workers themselves. In June-July comes

the harvest, coterminous with the liveliest period in the lives of the

Ksour (guctna, 0. du Puigandeau 1937). The quality of the d#te yield
varies cnormously: from the nuch prized TijouB Vériety to the Kerbar,

a type often pounded and fed to goats. Yicld;qudnfitieé are just as
variable, ranging from 45 to IBO'kilograms, depénd{ng on the type planted,
;

the care given to it, and the ecological context (Munier 1955, Bonfils

1955, Toupet 1977).
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The bulk of the yield is consumed where produced. . The remainder

is preserved in goatskin-lcather bottles and marketed.

The plants intercropped with the date palm (wheat barley, millet,
tobacco, henna. mint), while taking up only a very limited amaunt of
space, do provide an important 'dictary supplements :as well as significant

suns of extra cash earnings to the Ksour., -

st

The.last fifteen years or so havé seen an increasing diversification
of these plants inéérérbpbéd Qith'fhe'ddté pa1m (tomatoes, carrots,
rqdiéhes, 1ettué;, etc.); Tﬁis diversificatidh 1s connected with a dis-
cernible expansion of the loéal markef, and the evolution of ‘gastronomic

tastes.

fmong serious tochnical obstacles hampering date-palm cultivation,

pride of place must be given to the watec problem. In thecse last several

years rain precipitation figures have fallen catastrophically; -as a

1 consequence,‘thé underground wéﬁér—bcafingjstrdté of the oueds- no' longer
reéeive fresh ihfluxes of water. The water therefore gets bririer::’
Furthermore, even Qhen it doeé not dry up complétely; it can only. :be-
.reached nftcrlwells have bcen sunk to indréasingly greater depths--depths

2/

which seriously affect the output of pehdulum wellse' .-

2/ Studies conducted in Egypt and Algeria, cited by Munier (1955 and
Charles Toupet (1977), have daonstrated that the number of liters of water
one wman can drav frorm depths of 2, 3, 5 or 5 meters is 3,000; 1,500; 1,300
and 1,250 respectively. Munier also adds .that at depths in excess of

7 neters, the pendulum well (achailal) loses its usefulness. '
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The specialists also stress the point that too many trees are
clustered together on the cultivated lend area. Apparcutly there are
a5 many as 400 to 500 date-palm trecs per hectare, when the optimal
total ought to be no wore than 200 (Munier 1955, Bopfils 1955, Toupet

1977). o - BE

A further problem is that the piants are not properly cared for;
in sowe cases they nré'actﬁally ill;treated. For example, in their
attenpts to get rid of certain élant parasites such ggythe dreaded Cochi-
neal bug (5352), some agricultural workers imdginevthey haive dealt with
the problem when they perfunctorily wash off thé parasite’s track marks
from the leaves with water. Others 80 so far as to set the tree trunks’

on fire. Possibly they kill the bugs this way: but quite often they

end up killingy the trees in. the bargain.

The above remarks should not lead us into the misconception that
the Moors do not know how to look after their oasis date-palm treecs.
TOUPET draws attention to the great amount of labor expanded on washing

down the fronds every day in the Tichitt area, from the time the ’trees

beéin ta bear fruit till the fruits reach maturity. This washing down
is necessary to rid the bunches of filmy depusits of salt that would
hanper tﬁeir grovth. Generally, palm cultivatibn requires so much tech-
nical know-how, so much coordination (as in the climbing of the trees _
at harvest time), and so much strepgth (for drilling wells, etc.), that“ii B
it bacomes in truth a skilled occupation. It is also hnfd,ﬁbrk;.generally '
assigned fo tho most uufo;tunatc stratun of Moorish socicty;vthe slaves

and the lHaratin.
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In this connection, an appreciable number of records from the
colonial per iod (quonial Adninistration Feports‘from Ad;n;_and Iagant)
and the late lQSOfs‘(Bonfils) bring us a very clear echo of‘the d?g?sprogs
results of the emapcipat?op of slaves.asvfar as the oasj; economy was

concerned.

Let.us 'mow turn to = consideration of the social. and. legal condi-

tions governing work on the palm estates.

ii.  SOCIAL AWD LEGAL CONDITIONS

" Like all land in Moorish country, oasis farm land bears the imprint
of a cbllective, tribal landholding system. Family and individual land-
holdings are generally subordinated to this overall collective context.
Thus the names of the country's major palm groves promptly bring to mind
the nawes of the tribes‘who,owp them: Chinguetti;bqlongs to Fbp Idawali
Iand.the Lagheal: Atar, Akjoujt and the lands adjoining them bcloqg_ge
ﬁhéhsﬁassid and Jdeichilli tvibes: Ksar El Barka and Rachid belong

to the Kounta: Tidjikja belongs tc the Idawali, etc.
:3;., . . . ) i \

It is precisely to preserve collective tribal rights as such .that
nunerous palm groves have been turned into habous property. i.e.,
inalienable tribal property. On such land, ounly the yiqld.ﬁnom_inyesged

labour can constitute the object of a valid commercial transaction

(purchase cr sale).
p
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A consequence of this situation is that certain collective respon-
sibilities devolve on the owners, especially responsibilities connected
with the cultivation of palm groves. Thus, a holder of usufruct rights
who neglects the maintenance of the land in question might f ind himself
sentenced by the jemaa (clan assembly) to pay the wages cf a2 person

assigned to work on the land sct aside for him (TOUPET 19577).

This involvement of a person from outside the tribe, often a Hertani

remunerated through a kind of sharecropping lease arrangement, brings us

i

to a discussion of fcrms of association, of sharecropping arrangements,

i “lhe oases (Martin 1939, Dubie 1953,'Toupet 1977).
The prevalent forms of contract arrangement are three:

- The sharecropping leasc: this establishes a bend between a

landowner (nermally a ''‘white” Moor) and a farm worker (normally a Hartani)..

Under this type of contract, the landowner providszs land and wells,
while the Hartani supplies plants. Vhen the palm trees start to yield,
that is, about five years after planting, the palm grove is split equally
between the landowner and the Hartani. 1In Adrar, the sharecropper gets

only one-third of the palm srove.

-~ A second node of association has to do with paln greve maintemnce:
“"the worker (often, as usual, 1 Hartani) must water the palm ‘trees 36
times a year, plant a hedge around the palm grove, clear the tree trunks
of dead branches (jerid), fertilize the palm trecs, and harvest the fruit

when ripe. His reward is a fifth of the harvest’ (Toupet 1977, p. 276).
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Often the Worker chdoses othor modes of romuneration: he can get a fixed
percentage (arch) or a measure of the yield'of“each tree: called an
abboun, this measure is the -quantity that can-be contained in clothing
spread in the hollow triangle between 2 person's knees and waist when he

is seated tailor-fashion. Finally, the worker can cpt to pick up the

dates which drop from the palm trees (Ke:nuf, ikernaf)-"to gle;nyvso
to speak" (Toupet.l§77; p,.277): R S | -
. !
A third type of contract cgverglthe.crops grownwundgr ;he pq}m
tréés.v Its provisions are extremely variable. ‘Sometimes'the Hartani
wo;ker.keeps the whele of this yield for_higfelf, nndvthevljnd&prd is
satisfied to have him look after his date-palm trees. In other instances,
particularly in the Tapant, the worker only géﬁé haifvfﬁé'fiéld} In
addition, to all these payments stipulaféd in the contract, the Hartani
or the Abid '(slave) is also obliged to pay:fcés periodically to this
particular master or that one, as an earnest of his purscnal relation-.
ship with hin. ~ All this should'giﬁe us some idea of just how hard’

working conditions are for primary produccrs on the oasis farms, and

how little they get for the work they do.

This is not a system calculated to motivate the Haratin tb'stny!
in the agricuitursl scctor. It has in fact caused a good number of
farm wﬁrkers to desert the palm groves the morient légai and Haterial'
conditions (viz: the proclam&tion of the abolition ofvélavéfy by:thc

coloninal authorities, the rise of vew urban centers, transportation
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inprovements) made it feasible to do so. The consequence of this deser-
tion has been not only a shortage of manpower but 2lso a serious

deterioration in the technological capital of the cases.

Needless to say, any scheme aimed at ¢hanging thi s state of affairs
for the better has to come. to terms with the need toﬁimprove'thevstatus

of the primary producers.

b) FARMING ON ¥LOOD PLAINS AND IN DAM-TRRIGATED AREAS

For a long time permanently settled Moors and even semi-ncmads

have carried on other types of agriculture whose importance in the Bizan
cconony continues to grow in close correlation with the continuous, long-

- term shouthward migrétion and the sedentarization .that soes along with it.

1. TECHNIQJES AND PRODUCTS

Here again, natural conditions, especially conditions of precipi=-
tation (Toupet 1977) ;mpose theirllaws on agricultural practices involving
very scanty material capital. The hoe and the axe are the min instruments
of this type of farminz which, until recently, was carpicd on in ignorance

of the plough and the wheel.

On both dam-irrigated farms and farms dependent on rain water, the

chicf crop remains millet (Sorchum gambicum, called tasghallit in Hassani
P 13 g >

lanzuage, and Sorghum cernum, called bechna in Hzssani). These are often

intér-cropped with white beans (Vigna <iniensis, called adlagan in

Hassani) and watermelons (Citrullus Vulgaris, called voundi or chirkach

ir Hassani).
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" Yields are usyally low.. Charles Toupet (1977) gives fipures of
6 to 7 hundredweight per_hgctare for sorghum;.fhe only commercially
important crop, and 4 to 5 hundredwéight for the otherICErehis,'and for -
watermelons. Total yaeld, already at Ehe mercf of unﬁfédictaﬁle
climatic conditions, suffers in addition from thGHAéprédatiohs of certain
natural pests: locusts, "millet-eatgfs”, rats, etc. FVe}y often, too,-
yiclds are affected by lac< of seed,.and by the inadequacy of'aVaildble

labor,. as the area, cultivated (watered land, floed plain, or artificiéily

irrigated land) reaches a certain size.

It is precisely to reduce their dependence on the caprices of
' . o . . . "J . Ptq e
climatic conditicns, even if only partially, that the Moorish populations
have learred to erect dams across the basins of the main oueds. Come;

of these dams have been in operation since the end of the 15th century.

In most instances, these dams are frankly rcmshaekle constructions

amounting in fact to nothing more solid than arn earthen dike layered over

with a facing of flat stones. The builders are mostly Haratin and members

of other subject groups.

Since the late 1950's, the colonial administration, followed by the
Mauritanian govermment, have had 2 number of dams built. VWhile these new
dams are in principle sturdier than the traditionazl constructions,: they

also happen to be rmuch more expensive.

The dams, which have at times helped nomadic groups settle down,

have not been uniformly positive in their effects., Apstrt from encourag-~

ing predictable damage such as soil exhaustion, thése dams have also
<
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been manipulated for political electioneering purposes (Toupet 1977):
such abusc had-led to chaotic siting,'and, Qitﬁ séme areas gegting.a
multipligiyy of dams nll bunched up close to éach other, to situations
bordering on the absurd:  all too' often dams belgnging to different
tribes are built along the same oued. The praétice has led to numerous
confrontations, especially in particularly dry years, when downstream

v
e

dams arce starved of water.

Vith this observation, we turn tc a consideration of social
conditions determining agricultural practices in dam-irrigated areas -

anl flood plains.

ii, SOCIAL CONDITIONS

The general observations we have already made about the traditioﬁQv
ally tribal nmature of Moorish lan:holdingpractices apply ecqually to |
flood-plain farms and farms oﬁ roin-watered land. The all-pervading
importance of this:problem in Moorigh rural life is underscored by
the.prevalance of long—lasting'disputes, scmetimes degenerating into

extreme violence, right down to this day.

Formerly, family lamd rights, held in the context of tribal owner-
ship, only rarely went together with the practice of the landowners

working the land themselves.

As in the oascs, most of the work in these areas is also doné'by the
Haratin. The methods by which they arc paid for their work vary widely

(Martin 1936, Dubic 1953, Toupet 1977).
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Contract provisions vary fvom region to region. They also vary
according to whether the Hartani belongs to the same tribe as the land-

owner.

In the Tagant, Trarza and Brakna areas, thc general rule . stipulates

that a Hartanl farm worker, if he comes from the same tribe as his land-
lord, and depends on him for nothing but the s0il the works on keeps
. N

907 of his harvest, delivering to the landlord only the remaining tithe.

In Adrar vegion, if the landlord supplies half the seed in-addition

to the laud, he is entitled to half the harvest,

It would be appropriate at this poinf, by way of a:conclusion to
-
this exposition on agricultural conditions, to cmphasize the point that

S

.

a crucial development h.. taken place, ﬁeginniug‘with the onset éf
colonial occupation, and stcadily piéking up snced these last .ve£a1
years., The #ey mani feostations of this merment are, first..an acceff- 
rated southward migration of the Moorish ﬁopuiatioﬁ;'especially the, -
Haratin, motivated by a desire to benefit from the éomﬁarativg protec~
tion the colonial authorifies;nfforded them against their traditional
overlords; and secondly, am increasingly wide spread process of permanent
settlement, a process whicﬂ‘ih our time haS‘resuited in a

proportions batween nomads and sedentary communities, as pointed out
above. We shall take up the multiple implicaticns of this evolution

later.

For the moment, let us simply underline the importance of its impact

on agriculture, both in terms of the ever-increasing numbers of pecople
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involv@d,AanJ iu terms of -the social relationships attendant upen it.
The f;ct is that the Haratin, ratherecd tcgéther in self{-paverning
villagcs , show a rising tendency to wantvto'bréak‘free of the bonds‘
that tied them to their traditional masters. And they are also posiné.
tﬂélproblem of land ownership in new terms: ‘the land to those who
till it".

As:for the 1and0wnersyishey have lost.d labor force.which.wns
réfféctory even when it did not simbly disippear, fellowing the lure'bf
di stant places. Sc, they ﬁre begihning, admittedly_with ;ather ill

grace, ta resign themselves to working the land.

All this brinms up to the coﬁclusion that ingide Moorish s§ciety
itself, the entire traditional equilibrium, based larpely on tﬁe econcmif
and political hegemony of nomadic ﬂcfdémcn, is fqlling apart. Those
who stand to ¢ain from_this.lisintejfation, at least potenti%lly; are
'the erstwhile subject sroups, now permanently:or semi-permaneﬁtiy settle

P

aind carrying on acriculture as their main occupation.

C. CROP-GATHERING~~-HUNTING~-~FISHING

In this society over which, we nust remeimber. déstitution hovers
pereanially, crop~mathering, hunting and fishing at times bringy in

appreciable supplerientary income. In certain marginalicases, these

pursuits may even beceme exclusive, quasi-hereditary ‘occupaticns.
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a) " 'CROP-GATHERING

.. FTE e .. .
This involves a wide variety of proditts, from nedicinal herbs:to,
R A

tanning bark, including a wide ‘assortment of wild fruits particularly
suitable for supplenenting the diets of the slaves and the Haratin ,

which are worse than inadequate.

Still, the only one of the.plants involved which has given rise to’
vi- o L o
significant commercial activity is gum arabic. In former times, -this
G )

¢ R - e . o : . .
was obtained in large quantities from Acacia Senegai trees aleng . the.

L Con Pt .. : :
Senegal river between the Trarza and Assaba’ereas. This conmodity, which

also figures in traditional medicine and nutrition (Mokhtar Q/Hamidoun,

19527 ‘lchamed Salem O/M'Xhaitirat 1959), actually played a piv _akirole
in ccrmercial transactions between Southérn Hodrsfand*Euroy~:ﬁ}uraders'

for two centuries and a half (Delcourt 1952, Father ‘Labat :728, La

Courbe 168&5, Durand 1805; Cultru 1910). Slaves-‘did thé picking: of the.

product. In general, they'wére harshly treateéd, and the totals yield

et NN . . .
has fallen considerably since the inception of colonization. rnThe.

R
¢

relative emancipation of the slaves is only part of the reason-for this:.
fall; a further contributing cause is the drop "in demand occ¢asioned;; by

competiticn from synthetic subtitutes.

What with the harsh cffects of a dozen or so-.years.of. drought on

the forest vegetation, and the total overturn of social relationships,
the gathering of gum arabié has dwindled into'a practically. insignificant
NN I | [ .

activity.
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b) HUNTING

Hunting plays only a marginal economic role, in fact. So instéad
of going into lengthy disquisitions on its eéonomic value, we couid
expatiate onvits psycho~social significaﬁce, especially on the fact that
it was closely linked with martial activities iﬁ genéral, and in
particular with the still very lively craze for target pradtice in

Moorish society.,

Against the background Qf the rav;ges'of'the‘arought and the Sahara
War, such a discussion‘wouldhﬁbt be.éntirély oﬁﬁ of place} it would help -
envis.ge an effective environmental protéctionxéglicy. However, we
shall here simply indicate the existence of’é group, numbériné at most
some three hundred individuals, now threatened with extinction. For this '
group, hunting (eked out with a dash‘pf stock fhieving on the side) was
not just the one source of livelihood;vip also provided the ubiquitous
nexus of their entire life style. The“group is the Nemadi, a caste

5 - B

within Moorish society. Because of its picturesque charééter, this =
group has had far more attention dévoted to'it i:vc“inCLogiéél literature

than its- real importance in Moorish society warrants (Marty 1930,

Brosset 1932, Garbou 1917, Gabus 1952, Laforgue 1926).

c) FISHING
The Imraguen fisherfolk have been made notorious by factors very
similar to those that have put the Nemadi hunters in the limelight.
: ’ .,-7- .

Operating along the Atlantic seaboard, this groﬁp'éppears:on record as

far back as the 15th and 16th centuries in Portuguese accounts. In those
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accounts they are described as having practically the same traits they
exhibit to this day. The group is tiny, numbering at the moskt “a: few'!
hundred people of dépendent %tatﬁé;’(ha&atiﬁror vassals). ‘They rely-on
extremely tudimentary techniques’ for fishing in very rich waters:’
Socially they -are looked down upon; ecomomically they are brutally’
exploited. - Up urtil 1937, these fishermen were obliged to pay seven
separate fees td'sevén:éepafdté”bvcrlo%ds out of the very chancy hauls’
they managed to bring in (Lotte 1937, Gruvel 1906, Gruvel and Chudeau
1909, F.X. Pelletier 1975). ‘Being the only fisherfolk among the Moors,
the Tmraguen are better off than the Nemadi in one senset the commodity
they deﬁéﬁd:dh is' not in as immediate a danger of exhaustion. On the
contrafy;'ifiis'aétuaily'a”COmmodity'bf‘perménénf commercial value. *This’
is particularly tiue of mullet roe, which goes inté:the making of a kind
of Mauritanian caviar nicknaméed "goutargueﬁ. In fact, it is precisely "
because their fish is so valuable that the Imraguen, after suffering
exploitation at the hands of feudal despots (exploitation by warlords
having been superseded- by the. religious manipulatien practiced by the: ;..
marabouts), have; now, come under the power Qf;#hgyocean-fishing»companies.

Since 1919, when the Société Générale de la. Grande P&che was incorporated,

these companies have subjected the Imraguen to increasingly damaging . .
competition, while dictating the most stringent terms for the purchase
. :_Il.“:;' . AT

of the Imraguen haul,
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D. SALT MINES

Before' we conclude this chapter in traditional resources, we should
touch on the salt mines. fhis is néééssary not because these mines are
currently of any economic imporﬁanée, but be;ause.they do.have a
historical aﬁd'ﬁéEiolégicéi siénificaﬁcé. Salt mining, in fact, played B

Cet

a key role in Moorish frdde'during the prggglonigl era, The:cld caravan -
centers of Ouadane, Chinguétti, Tichit:t and Oualata owed much.of their’
ancient prospérity to the salt trade. And finally, on the sociclogicdl
level salt mining serﬁed as a nerve center for a whole network of powef .
relationéﬁfps, patron-client links, unq bonds of dependency in which, as "
is so often the case in Moorish society, the gwners——in this case 'the '
Kounta of Ouadaﬁe, thé Emifs of Tfér;a;arg:seldom the workers:

dcpendeht'Aghzazir, HdratiEAgg_él. (Gaden 1910, Mére 1916 Diego Brosset

1932, Duchemin 1951).
All things considered, domestic salt mining should be potentially
.o . ! . L
capable of supplying Mauritania's domestic nceds. But any attempt to
-ive the salt mining industry should bepin with 2 determined effort

to abolish or at least to lessen the traditional feudal gxploitation

that prew up around it,

E. THE HANDICRA¥T INDUSTRY.

Cnc cannot leave out handicrafts in any discussion of production
in Moorish society. The Moorish Handicraft industry, closely connccted

with the society's total lifestyle, produces an enormous variety of
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artifacts ranging from the moungach (thorn-removing tweezérs)‘to the.
jehfa ( a magnlflcent ladies’ alaqu1n for camel-back rldlng), w1th all
the sotlety s nece351t1“svand luxury artlcies 1h betwetn. And all thl?i”
prochtlvtty is based on local raw matetlalb (wood leather), though
metal (1ron, copper, silver, gold) is 1mported the techniques developqd,_

for 1nstance in Jewelrj, are sometlmcs hlghly ornate, cven though the

tools used are simple (anv11 hammer, Jrlll punch and bellows).

i

Traditiohally, craftsmen used to receive their payment -in kind (in
the form of milk, cerealo. 11vestock), w1th1n A context of patron-cllent
relatlonshlps tying them to thclr warrior or mttabout overlords. But
since holonlzatlon the handlcraft 1ndustry has come under thc 1nf1uence
of the cash hexus as a.result of the Moo:ish societyfs disinteg;gtion
under the impact of several factors: the bréakdown of nomadic husbahdry,

followed by sedentarization and urbanisation; the weakening of tradi-
tional tribal and hierarchical bonds, changeé in taste, which trends
increasingly toward "luxury' items (jewelry, silver, teapots, ashtrays,

gift-boxes, etc.) and away from the useful artifacts that were traditio~

nally in demand.

Furthermotc, this evolution is not only cvident in.a ghift from .
utilitarian production th luxury production; it alsc reflects a profound
change in ‘the life style and tastes of the Moors themselves' in thepast
the 511ver anklets called akhelkhal, plurql akhakhel, were considered
the Moorish woman's most prestigious items hf jewelry (O du Pulgandeau

1967, Gabus 1955, Delarozidre 1976), nowadays hardly 1ny cheler makes
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them any more.

This is another area in which a considerable set of skills is dying
out. Moorish craftsmen have in many instances showed a remarkable flair
for assimilating novel elements into their repertoire of skills. A
good example is ‘the panache with which they recycle all sorts of jetsam
from the industrial world. The question is: to what extent will all
this talent survive the destruction hovering over all the structure of

the Moorish warld?

In fact this question concerns more than the material production of
the craftsmen; simultaneously and inextricably, it concorns the survival
of the craftsmen themselves as a specialized group within Moorish

society.'" It is a question we shall take up-again later.

This.brief survey of the rufhlvMoorish'society's resources seemed ..
necessary to us as.é means of making clear the structural framework.
undergirding the total social edifice we aré called: upon to examine. At
the end bf it, the conclusion we come to is preciscly that the twin
bases of this social edifice, viz.: the institutions of pastoral momadism
and slave labor, are at the moment undergoing a crisis of unprecedented
propottions. What ve 'see happening is a generalized and pracgically'
irreversible deterioration of every aspect of production in the rural
world of the Moors. Meanwhile.a slow change.in attitudes toward manual

work, generally looked down upon, is beginning to take place.

The weakening of the society's abilities to produce what it needs to

satisfy own needs is pushing Moorish society into increasingly more
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pronounced patterns of dependence. Ve shall look at some pflchgnclgarerj

symptoms - of this deepering dépendence when we turn to an examination of

consumption .patterns among the Bizan.

2. "COUNSUMPTION

The harshness of environmental conditions has conditioned a certain
ascetic attitude toﬁlife in“gébriéh society;‘uqqgrzlslamic-guidande this -
asceticism has developed ihto an ideology“of self-abnegation. and persetve~
rance in the face of triﬁls. In principle such an, ideologyiis hostile’
to any hedonistic tendencies, aﬁdlinimical_to‘all acquisitiveness

motivated by- ostentation.

: [ [ X S
! ! T TR

Théfe iéhén anecdote, perhaps apocryphal. but nonetheleéé'eigﬁuenfli
illustfét;;; of.;his pffipial contempt for:wealth: in ccftaih“fahiiiés B
not so ié%;;ngé,‘so the story goes, it just was not done to wedr new
clothes--such bchavior was considered vulgar,,in poor taste.' So servants’

got to wedr new clothes first. When they were nc longer mew the -owners' ="

were frece to wear them.

This ratiqnalizatiop.qf poverty, quite obviously, is morali§
functional in ;; cnvirénmeq;liq which people ‘have to use é‘gfeaf:dééi of
energy and consiaerable ingepuity merely:to.survive. On the bléce‘df'

actual behavior, however, the ideology does not entirely exclude aéﬁi;a;
tions to wealth, pomp and circumstance; after-all; in-this samé universe,

largesse, generosity and the .ability to spend without thought of raturn

are exalted qualities. So modest thouph its resources ‘may be, Moorish

A
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society is neither immune to inequalities of income, nor, in these last
several years, is it impeérvious to ‘an attendant phenomenvu: the increas-

ing polarization of rich and poor. But how, among the Moors; is wealth

defined?

As far as the traditional rural world is concerned, the answer is
easy. The Moors are before all else pastoral nomads. And we have
expatiated at some,length on the importance of livestock in their lives.
We can therefore dispense with long explanations as to why, from the
point of view of these people, being rich means above all else owning

large herds of livestock. This was axiomatic in precolonial times. 1In

those days livestock and savings were practically one and the same thing
and herds were not merely the preferred from of accumulation—-they were :

the mother—-lode of all wealth.

Ownership of livestock made possible a range of wealth-distributing
arrangements which could involve the sharing of dairy products--milk,
wool, meat-—among members of a settlement; the herding of animals by
servants, who gained some sustenance therefrom; the giving of various .
kinds of long-~term (mniha) to clients or needy relatives. Through the
working of such arrangements livestock ownership made it possible to
establish and to maintain social networks based on relationghips of
allegiance and solidary interdependence. 4Withogt these networks wealth

had no meaning. As a matter of fact, in thec conditions of .endemic

Ly ese gyt - .
HPE A

insecurity typical of the Moorish countryside up till the 1930's wealth.
could simply not have been accumulated or protected in the absence of such

social networks.
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Within the imstitutional framework of the razzia--a combined

militaf; and édmmercial ékpédition in.whoéé é;ﬁduéguﬁoéiveéléf.éconoﬁic
gain were often dominaﬁf,'and which constitutad éhé cﬁief.éécubétioﬁ

of the warrior grotp -- livestock was both thé means used and che ulti-
mate objective of all military operations. Because swift mobility ‘was
crucially important in this type of operation, race-horses and icaméls -
acquired considerable prestigze:” they weére a2 wealth-generating foim of
wealth, in-effect. 'And thc Moors'had :a perfectly hard-~nosed awarenéss
of the ifportance of these animals: Ahmed Ould M'hamed, Emir-of - %V
Adrar (1871~1891), dying of gunshot wovnds in an encounter with a

group 'of Ideichilli-adversaried, and wanting toc makevhis last wishes' &'
known to his successor Ahmcd Ould Sid Ahmed, first commended the family -

horses to his care, and only then procecded to demand vengeance against

his killers (4hmadou Mahmadou Ba 1929).

Today the race~horses have practically vanished from the scene;
but-camels, already sought after in the past, have become- even more: ' i
so, their attraction reinforced by their .greater resistance to the - f'
drought of the last several years. Add to this the fact thati since 3¢
1973 all taxes on livestrck have been suspended, and the fact that
the newly rich are staripeding to invest their assets 'in herds of camels
is bound to appear not su astounling after all. ' And'then camels. are
not the only objects of speculation or ostentztious acquigitiveness:

A rich man, a rich Moor, to be precisc, has to own herds of all

the other types of livestock reared in his region: cows, sheep, = .3

b
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goats, donkeys. He must also own lots of slaves,-and,iin the oasis

regions, he must own palm trees, as a matter of caurse.

These .norms derived from a rural, pastoral civilization still

influence the eeoncmic behavicr of a very large majority of Mcors
]

However, :they are in the process of being superscued by forms of sav1ngs
and wealth accumulation directly derived frem the capltallat world
and the. town. it has created. The general and steadily increasing

infiltration: of .Imperted consumer gond !s~-rapging from razor blades anl

o

transistor radivs to sedans ~-- in the day te day life of the Muors

TR

helps with every parsing day to speed up ‘this cﬁange and to widen its

i o
scope., o $:

Thus fhé'weaithy man of tod&y is likely gé have‘theubulk of h%§:,
po sessicns in town, or even abroad. Hé prébably is a eommercial agent
with a moncpoly over imports of a pafiicuiar produét line (cars, office
equ ipment, . nass~consumpt ion food items such as milk, couscous, ﬁacafoni,
nozdles, spaghetti). Or he might own & rnal ectate bu51ncss;len30ylﬁé |
contacts with the State Marketing Board which is about the only outlet
for larre-scale deals. He owns houses as well as a luxury car, préfe~l
rably a Mercedes Benz. In addition, he cwns retail shogs which he
gives ito young relatives .to run. Fiﬁhlly; he owné liﬁestoék hérds.
Increasingly,: though,  sich herds tend to fall into the pnst1me cat;gory
They arc becoming .what we advisedly term secondary herds by analo"y
with Eurcpean-style sccondary residences. In other words, the owner of

these herds hires someone to look after them, and as a rule takes no"’

.
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further hotice: of: them save dur ing his vacations; or his weekend rest
periods, This still puts him in a po sitipn to make, substantial rrofits
from the lerds. for example bv selline a portion when conditions are

right.

The existence of those vacatien-time livestock: herds shows the
linits of thc Moorish world's integration intc the capitalist leisure

© market, in the area of nutrit ion, clothing or housing.

A, ' ¢ NUTRITION AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC .CHANGE

In the first part of this study we limnéd -the material foundations
of the‘Moorish universe, making sure.to highlight.the fact that this
soc iety"s producticn system proviles extremely sparse focd resources.
W _now- proceed to give mere precise, thpggh st i11 generglized,(infcrmaticn
tn nutrition and nutritional changes. in Mourish scciety. (Duta gollected

from an inquiry will provide a more exact and more detailed picture).

;hg shﬁii:ékart by pcinting put that the generdl” institutional
fraﬁelﬁf reference which provides a context for Moorish nutritional
praééiééé is tﬁé ﬁdiekite variety of Islamic faith. This denomination
éiveé.exﬁiiéit rules governing the nutritional behaviowicf-its ddherents.

The relevant basic stipulations are to be fcund in Verses 115 and 116

of the Surat of thec Bees, in the Koran: =~
"gllah forbids you to consume only these: the flesh of a dead
animal, blood, pork, and vhatéver has been consécrated to any but.Allah.

But whoscever, without intending rebellion or transgression, is forced
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.to consumed such, Allah:thall forgive him and be merciful unto him."
y e - :

.Z(Blachére-Iranslation 19665.

Donkeys, mules and horses are not eaten either, thouph they are
not specifically forbidden. It is prcbable that in this case habits
. ool

carry nore weight than'legal institutions.

=t - Islam condumes the vating of all S&TffOOda

Still, this liberal dlspensatlon has fallcd to root out the long—stﬂnilng

\l.

prejudice, quite independent of religious values, whlch Moors (with

the exceptiqn_of the Imraguen) harbor dgaiﬁst'fish.

Moorish dietetics are very closely 1nsp1red ana ccndltloned by
R
the sparseness typical of the Saharan envircnment. According tc,

Ler
.

. popular lore, it is’preferablé'to eat a large quantity of a single
. = _

staple, just one a day. The most sought-after food item (for mem) 1is

meat. This is cooked cither by-boiling or by roasting directly in
sanl. It 1s also eaten dried or: smoked - a form in whlch it keews a
long tlmc, apparently without .losing its nutrient valuc. Flgh is

- .
extremely unpopular among the Moors, who are ﬁartlcularly cffended .
- '.QLA-\*" , FRTRT

v

by 1ts smell. there it can be sold fresh, it tends to insinuate itself
into urban d1et° in the: form of the Senegale se dish called ClbuJen.

\.'

meaning, in Volof, rice with fish.

Hllk 1s the fundamental staple of tradltlonal Moorlsh dlnt nuch

more ba51c than meat (since the slaughter of animals 1s in fact rare)
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It 1s drunk fresh or Lurdled and d11utcd in a ccencoction that may be

suuared ani whlch is the natlonal beveraoc of the Moorv-—£r1? M11k

was 1n former tlmes almost the only nourlshment of many herdmnen,

A
H .

espac1nlly durlng the ralny season, when the anlmals us ually produél

adequate supplies.

. .At such times it was possible for people, especially women, follo-

wing the custom of forced feeding aimed at fattening themselves, to

consume stupendou s quantities of milk.

"t This practice of forced feeding has played a very important. part,
in Moorish: socialization. Now it'is dying out for, reasons both material
(milk is scarcer because, of: the drought and the consequent decimatirn

of livestock) and cultural (esthetic tastes are changing).

The custom of forced feeding probzbly has its roots in the poverty
idextricably associated with: the. Saharan environment, in the angiety
generated by this poverty, and in the desire to escape @Eg hiold by
stockpiling re serves of. human adipose tissye, scggﬁhqgkgfterﬁthg fashign

of the camel's hump. At any'rate, the custom has helped turn ;he”‘

Cig el

Moorish woman into an-idle .creature, almost an.invalid, a. presglge
: R T R 3 T P AT

object whose value is,-or rather used tp be, proporticnal to her corpu-
lence.:
This practice, added to tht status defined for women-by: religion
|g ,',

or custom (women belnp regarded as uinors in law, women being obliged. :

to wear volumincus clothing covering up the entire body, etc.), has
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played a major contributory role in relegating women to 2 marginal role

at all levels of active life. From an economic point of view, this is

evén more'dysfunéfiéhai whén we'consider that these days; with increasing

sedentarizationvaﬁd ﬁrﬁahizaticﬂg womenbnré fending to lose éven the

role they:HAd in fﬁe productio; and reproductioﬁ of material goods and

cultﬁrai vaiueé“in.éhe éraditioﬁél rufal'milieu, a role including the

creation of tent homes and furniture, and the educaticn of children.
Coming back to the question of milk, we should note that for the

last few years, it haé béen coming mainly from commercial and international

aid sources. The reason, once again, is the' catastrcphic situation

of ‘livestock. -This shift in the source of_milﬁ, whichvmakes the

Mcorish wotld even mere dependent on imports, came about in a matter of

a few years..

We can see the same evolutioh’when we examine .the other ihgre-
- dients of Moorish diet. :For:the last. couple of decades, rice, almost
all' of it imported,_hacnax,least.partiglly.rgplach‘milyetii}qngwh .
Mauritania's most copiously consumed cercal staple. The pe0p1§_ofiph¢
Ksour areas (Ouadane, Chinguetti) provide Moorish sogie;y wigg'abpug
the only fruit it consumes, namely dates. ;Ihgy.alsg‘gake‘cgfpgip“S%eet
foods from wheat and.barley, especially cakes. ; Finally,'inaygﬁgpg yﬁars
‘water-melons,:bedns and green vegetables have been interUQquiﬁ.

different forms into the diet of the settled agricultural populations.
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"TéChhiqﬁEs'fbf‘prééefving*the society's .various food items, are
either very crude or quitc siwply rtmexistent, This is a problem .
obviously déserving'speéial attention; especially since sedentarization
has removed cértain obstiacles connected with momadic nerms, guch as the
desiré to ‘reduce movable property to the essential. minimum.

'Thére‘is, ﬁataﬁiy,vﬁélteChhidué uSed'iﬁ'thié'roiety for the long~ -
term prtservatlon of m11k the;oﬁi§;ﬁfii-défibéd’prbduct*ﬁroéessed“to -
last ahiégg tlme is butter. Yot the Fact'is that numérous settlements
produce mote milk than they céﬁsﬁgéiﬁééﬁediéiliffn‘thé‘rainy season;

sometimes they simply let it go to waste.

Grain is stored in extremely ricketty granaries, usually made of -

10 t‘ i
straw. This does net a1w1ys protect the harvest adéquatelly against the
ravages of pests, inclement weatﬁéf*étc;"This'problem needs to . be .

studied and solutions devi sed.

It would be inapﬁfopfiate'to'éﬁa'this discussion of Modrish diet

ey

withtpt'm;ntioniﬁg”téa. :Téa is 'ai;’l;)'everage'of'relat:ivelyrr"(-g‘ce'nt':‘vintage-.~
iﬁ Moorish ii;é, ha;ing:bééh iﬁttéaﬁced'ftom'ﬂorbdco around the middle -
of the l9t:h century by the Oulad Bou Sba  (Leriche 1951). * But it'hvas ;
grown 1nto a pt;me 1ngred1cnt in Mauritdiia’ day to ‘day 'life.- Enjoying:
prlde of place in famlly consumer’ budgetE (Andr1anamana 1579y, tea is .no
longer simply a food item; it has reachedjfﬁe’higHIYFJigﬁifiéw status .of:
a social ritual. It is nothing less' than -the standard agcompaniment of

A e : L e . s .
every conversation and evéry rececption, rthe drink- every, yisitor, is P

offerecd.
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Mcre clearly than .any other product  tea symboljzes the . ipcreasing

RN R R
and evidently irreyersihle dependence oflMoorish:society on the import, :
market.  For tea, the national beverage|of‘the Moors, is actually
imported: green tea leaves‘fron thegPeople’s Republic of China, sugar.
mostly from the European CommonIMarketr ;n_the l959's.the Mauritanian .
Youth Association (A J.M.), embryo of a Maur1tan1an nat10na1 consc1ous—

SRR LA

ness, seomed to sense in a rathe: 1nchoate way the strangtness of th1s

51tuat10n:. comparing tea to a scdatlve dulllng thc people f1ght1ng

H ]
L ! - ;

sp1r1t, the Assoc1at1on advocated 11m1t1ng the standard number of
glasses offercd at tea-dr1nk1ng sessions to two 1nstead of the three

required by conventional propriety.

e ' C '
The same trend toward dependencc is dlscernlble in the evolution
G gt - : [
of taste in matters of dress and housing.

B. DRESS AND SOCIO ECONOMIC CHANGE

For a lonv time Moorish drcss fashlons have been dominated by the
. BT DR PR MY

vetl
o

monop011 t1c hold of tho so—callcd "Gulnea fabrlc , whose dark blue dye

n)"'TV rati “

fades rlght on to thc wearer's skin, g1v1ng rise to the exotic tourlstlc
Gt : : IO S T A
stereotype of the Woors as the "bluc pcople In recent years, however{

Nl gt
Y -

under the 1nf1ucnce of styles and models spread by thc urban lelsure

[

classes, Moorlsh dress fash1ons havc become hlphly d1vers1f1ed.' They

have also become highly expensive.

. This rise in consumer demand is not backed by any increaseain‘

¢!

local tcxtile.production:“rn fact it is.not’backed,by”any_loﬁgl“te;tile
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production, period. In tradxtlona}pMoorLsh.secrety chlldron did not

P b e
o it

“usially &éafgaﬁy clothes dt alllt;iihthéiagﬂ'ot exght or teq, for adult

¢lothes, thé practicewas to use just -as'‘duch material as was functio-

nally néééssary."Asfa result the,women's g}haf'(éingular: melhafa)

. '
[

. » : . e o T el
and thé men's draric (31ngular; . darraa). were not half as capac1ous‘as

tﬁéy now are. And members of the _spgiety’ génerally took paan “"to Use

w

imported fabrics as econom1c1]1y qs poss1b1c, 'So Lhat, for 1n$tance,

_not so long ago the baggy trouser s worn by men . (called serwa{,‘plural:

serawil), used to be made with recycled, mqterlwh\salvaged fromtheir

. . P oL
-wives' and sisters' cast~off mlahaf robes. ..Todayy howéver, we see a:

diversification. in quality and an jincrease in quprtitdl 5 oF clething -
material cften patently bordering on -the artificial?‘“Eeéﬂniqqlqn;‘;x
fabrics are in,vogue, ordinary and-relat?xgly.ineprﬁéf%ﬁuﬁabrigs:(a
cotton percale boubou costs 500.to 600 ougﬁiyalfare,stéa&%lywlo&ing out

to more expensive.rfabrics. The change ©°. tastes i doubtlass mre .
, r :

N R

, profitable from. the fashicn-designers” point, of v iew! “(a hand-embroi-

¥
dered B aln fabric %pubpq can cost 5,000 puguiya and‘even morz).
SRS : S
: i e . . TS AT
' Such an evolutidn may have something to reéommend it f£rofh the view-
. P 1-.".:: :. P
points of comfort and aesthetic' taste: but it ceértainly ‘tighteds’ th'e'

Sy t
. . -~ . s N . T .-'".];'J_“_ T TARE T
hold the foreign market has over Moorish everyday 1life, td"the great’

‘advantage of the fashion industry.

v ) \;‘ .
We come up agalnst th1s same r131ng trend toward ostenratxous tastes

. . ;‘
"'M' 8 i ;'r

i ok
when we turn to an exam1nat10n of changes in the area of hou51ng.
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C. HOUSING AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC CHANGE

R LT vf .

In the rural Modrish milieu, the traditional house is the rectangu-

: I : s N

lar tent of sheep's-wool material.  Its dimensions vary, the standard
: e

being'éﬁdut 7 meters by.10.. Normally, .each independent family owns a

PRGE Y

single tent.' Only important notables occasionally have two each, In

' o
LI o,

such cases the second’ tent serves as guest quarters for passing visitors.
In the homes of important marabouts., it might also serve as a library

or a student dorumitory.

Tge:tent ié‘ﬁade:by a young woman's relatives when she leaves her
family”ﬁume to'iiQé with her hu sband. It is sewn together from scparg~
tely wovenAwoélen'étfips, and every two or three years the tent is -
repaired,’ifé;wofn—outAstrips being replaced with new. In times past
the wool.reQui}ed in teht;mailng could easily be obtained.by shearing,

a floék 6f.shéep (éverybné'had'sbbe sheep), by purchasing, the necessary
quéﬁtitf df wodl, or by ééttiﬁg5it:ds a gift; the work required w2s done
by communal labof:(touiza)with the women of a settIement.participat%ng.‘?
But éhé;eidays, on account of the drought and its cohsequences,‘ygol ha§l
become ﬁﬁcﬁ hardér to find."As”ﬁe have already noted,;the:dreought hgsL 
already ri #:lted in mascive rural depopulat ion coupled,with an unprece-~
dented sedentarization movement: for instance, Nouake hott gréw ffﬁm_a
population of 5,867 people in 1961 .to 134,986 in 1927 ("Second Results“A
1977). These changes have affected housing patterns. There has been aJ

'rapid decline in the construction of woolen tents, while that of white
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canvas fents has risen. The canvas tent is of ‘luxury quality when it
comes from Eostern Mauritanid! “whicre it is ‘made of strips of fabric
imported from Mali's Goundam region; when made of recycled material it
1§ of-medest quality. - Sudanese-~type straw hut+ are also on the rise, as
arc shanties put together from bits and pieces;,sq much in evidence in
the Capital's slums.

Unfolding rather suddeniy in the catastrophic conditions of ;the
drought: years, .the 1970's, the .evolution in the way the Moors.relatz to
their ‘living. space has happenecd, quite clearly, in a decidedly sponta-
neous manner, . without the controlling -influence of any planning or
orientating agenc /. ‘And the ucological, sociological, sychological -

and other consequences of this evolution have not been fully evaluated.

.Something mightrhave been done--perhaps something could still be
done-+at-least in the urban centers, to turn the architectural and city-
planning-leritage -of the old Saharan cities to good account; or even to
put . to good use archeological information on the medieval towns, now
vanished,: kike Tegdeust or Kumbi.Saleh. Such an initiative would be
informed by a special sensitivity to the need to conserve the natural,
esthcgiclnqq social environmgng.thrqugh creative use of local materials

etc.. .

We are compelled to admit that city planning and architecture in
'‘Mauritania today-.are not informed by any:such sentivity. Architecture-

and city planning are to all intents and purposes under no control; which
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is to say that their development is at the mercy of wealhy individuals.
And the cﬁief.pneoqcupation of such individuals is assuredly not the

conservation .of the, Mauritanian environment.

The urban environment of a city such as Nouakchott .(J.R. Pitte,
1975), is an eloquent object lesson on thc results- attendant on maverick *

urbanization and speculation.

Where individual choice is concerned, that is tc say, at the level
of individuals with sufficient income to have freedom of choice, we find

the same tendency to ovcrweening ostentation we have seen several times

t .

before: fﬁe'richbst'people'build multi-story villas with maybe fifteen
rooms, among which the most important, like go' many .display windbws,
exist to serve only one purpuse: to give the world outside something to

gape‘at.

In the chdice of furniture and household utemsils, traditional

o

products are also increasingly Acspised, and' the market is flooded with
imported artifacts and junk from the industrial societies: traditional
wooden bowls have been supplanted by enamelled steel plates from China

or Morocco in the tents of nomads goatskin -leather-bottles have been
replaced with Hetal kegs and rubber barrels.

lousing also, evidently, is yoing thfouéh thé same kinds of changes

affecting thé totality of Moorish consumption patterns. Moorish society
h i ’ . ) . Y
is by necessity austers in its consumption habirs. But it has had

imposed dﬁhit, with .the help of models alien ‘to it, rhythns and types of
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consumption patterns which are putting it-entirely<at thsimercy of ‘the’

world marlket.

The most dtsturblng aspect of this transformatlon is thnt far from’
acting consistently accordlng to the loglc of’ capltallst developﬁént e
Moorish oc1ety is in fact preserv1np and relnforc1ng typcs of economlci
behnvat:(such és”tﬁe destructive induiﬁéﬁéé of 1uxutyltastés, the
giviﬁgiéf gffté)’détiﬁéd fréﬁ pre~cabitaligt,:évéﬁ dﬁtiwcgpitaliSt
institutions (mértfagé"attangbméﬁté,'tfibal’kiﬁéhip);"Tﬁis iéytﬁé‘
dysfunétigh we intend to léj b&féliﬁ a more detailed sdrutiﬁglof-théj
mechanfsﬁbsof“brdﬁétty éircﬁiﬁtioﬁ'énd'aiétriﬂdtion in Mggrisﬁlhociét§.

3., CTRCULATION - DISTRIBUTTON

In thls last SLCt101 of our 5urvej of the materlal bases of Moorish

) . coma!
- o T . o e S RES K

11fe we shall flrst of all say a few words about transportatlon means
(e -y [ BYIE . N L R R I AL
and modes. Then we shall prov1de a brlef overview of rtlatlonshlps
LA
between the market and non-market economies, our purpose belnp to

clarify further the concludln‘J Femarks’ JUSt made about oonsumptlon

patterns.-

A, TRANSPORTATION MEuN ﬁND MODES

*
PRI ERTII i

Several times in the course of the preceding parts of our exposi-.

tion, we stressed the rolo played by tranq—Saharan exchangcs and trade

R R TS i

in the precolonial area.

The caravan trade ran orincipally along a. North-South axig, .inter-

linking a number of sometimes very active market-cities. Ahmed Oul Alamin,
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author of El Wasit (1911) informs us that at the peak of itg prosperity
Chinguetti could despatch caravans of 30,000 camels to the Idjil salt
. . !’ : l )

mines. The. figure 1s p0551b1y ‘'somewhat hyperbolic. Still, it is

Pt

noteworthy that at Tlnbuktu the grand total of the Kounta.clan;s
camels despatched to‘fet;ﬁf;ait ffom‘Toadenniv(Azali) could eésiiy.
reach 5,000 to 6 000 head as recently as ‘the 1950's (Genlevre 1947)
Tradition has it that in the 16th century, when 11ch1tt was a walled
battlemgn;qd c1t§ - 1t'15 no& three-quarters in rulngw-;‘cérgvans'were
at times obliged to waif in Véryﬁlong lines to get un;a;Q?d. Evéﬁ
leaving aside the great trans-Saharan caravans, we mightrmgnfion the”
numerous small convoys made up of a few camel;-gnﬂ,evgn ésggsg sucﬁ
convoys tfaditionaliy‘made it possible for pastoral.noﬁéa;"gb-gg
shopp1ﬁé in town for Clothhu, tea and, a few prov1sions, ma1n1y.cereals,

at the beglnnlng of the dry season, in the lean pcrlod before the

harvest season.

It is clear, Lgen, that formerly caravan transpo;p played é'
principal part in the socio-economic life of the Moors, firétlﬁyi
virtue of its role in the exchaﬂge*trade, second}y}on account 6£‘éhéM$
busiﬁé§swlf generated ig, the Saharan stﬁtion—toﬁﬁgg:and“thirdly by

LR S R
its impact on animal husbandry.

Caravan transport, and specifically trans-Saharan caravan transport,
lost gréund“steadily.as trade with European mercants developed on the

Atlantic coast and: along the Senegal River,
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: Thrge‘subseqqent developments have knocked it out definitively: the
first was éoloniaiism, harbinger éf the automobile; the second was the
drought, and the third was the recent war. Iﬁ if;‘aesceﬁt'into'fﬁin?“
the ca;QQaﬁ ﬁraﬂe'dfaggéd’downrgith it-all ‘those'centers not readily
accessiblc by wotor transport. This in spite’of .the fact that numerous
placed’still exist whieh for a long time to ccme will'reémain inaccessible
to anything but animal “transport. What .needs to r2, remembeypd- is that
in order to resiaitaté these:ancient caravan cities that are now
dying out, like Ouadane, Chinguetti, Tichitt, Oualata, a.way has to.be
found to give them back; at least a mpdicug_oﬁﬂthgip:pasg function as
transportation centers -~ even if all that cap bg:dgne'atLppe_mpment

is to turn them into modestly active tourist centers.

Changes in transportation means and modes are laFgely responsible

for the deterioration of the Moorish society's life-style and producti-

vity. .

The building of roads, the introduc:ion of motor transport, the . ,
coning of the, locomotive and the airplane, all thes %nnqyg%ionglhave
had .a deciaive impact on traditiqnal @igrato;y“chapnelgaungquigb.
and sedentarization, and signally trunsﬁggmgd sociallyglgtiqngf
(There are, for.instance, ingrcgsingly greater opportuni;}es‘pegkqning

dependent. people, the:young, and women, to break free pf traditional

.- r
. ot

bonds of-subjection). The relative insulation and isolation which,
until the 1950's, typified the Moorish universe, have now in a really

profound sense been shattered. And the market economy, long confined
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to the cities and their immediate outskirts, has begun, to infiltrate into

every corner of the soc1ety.

v:v'

B. . THE MARKET. ECONOMY AS.RELATED: TO. OTHER FORMS OF DISTRIBUTION--

The éxéhange system in traditional Moorish society depended '
largely on gift-giving and the non-reciprocal’ payment of certain fees—-
or at any'rate the payment of fees without any immediate retﬁrnfjﬁThe
effects ofthis traditional systém-are $till operative’ in today's’urban,

sedentary”society.

Servants and the young are obliged, eccordlng to the system, to
[ LT e

pay dues in klnd or i the forn of 1abor to thelr masters and elders,

subject groups and cllents owe trlbu e and Qlftsto their overlords.

. N o . . )

‘In return, the masters must nalntaln thLlr prestlge through

B . .- - I

demonstratlnb a fla1r for penerous behav1or by <'upportmg grlots
(chroniclers and poets), needy parents and indigent dependents, for

instaneé.

' Lifé‘s major rites of passage (bapt1sm, marr1awe, death, ete.)

are Clebruted with exptn81v' feasts, such feasts are, for the ruling
o Trocant '
group in Moorish socxety, occasions for income redlstrlbutlon. But

these celtbratlons are now subject to such 1ntense 1nflat10nary pressures

that the custom of redlstr1but1on has lost touch w1th lto tradltlonal

funct1on asa prec1ous occarion for the aff1rmat10n of ;roup solldar1ty.
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.We:shall postpone tillflatet?the-détéilé&fdihéuésibn:ofdfhésé'i
cercmonial exchanges ~Let us simply statée that 'betausé these ékcnhng;szd
have evolved into cash' trdnsactions Underiincreadinéjnfééédré frbn Eﬂé“
mnrkethggqnomy, ;ney‘gre.in'thevprgggss of losing.their :meaning a$
genuine manif%ggntionsqgf.gﬁg‘Moorigh society's netwqorkiof alliarces
and so;idnp{;y relation diips. Instead, the:ceremonial. exchanges in-
crénsinglyigﬁgrgs§ ;he Moorish society's. entanglement in the Européan

originated market universe -- and .this in the most wasteful way possiblel

. . . - s T . . . DY
.+ - We now-come:to the e¢nd. of our examination of thé economic bases
. . . o s . Cg ot RO L
of Moorish society; an examination in‘which we havé discussed in saquence

the society's production patterns, its conSumntion"haBifs, and éﬁé'way"

b [EI s
o [

it circulates and .distributes wealth.

To round out this brief discussion, a few statements are in order:
.
Our argument could give rise to a susp1c1on that we are ‘attenpt ing
o ts IR Nt 1o
to.rehabilitate the concept of "self-reliant subsistence". In fact such

Lk
a suspicion is partially justified. Self-reliant subsistence =~ the

ability independently to meet one's subs1stence needs -:may not’ bé:!

exactly synonymous with prosperity: but it does at least mean indepen-
dence and self-suff1c1ency. Now the nroblems we have been catalog1ng

throughout the vrecedlnp pages are essentlally problens and d;ftlcqltles

ari mng from tha de structwn of a system whlch prevmusly subslstcd

LA

on 1ts own resources., We would therefore be inclined to assert .that.

B4


http:relation.ip
http:netwQrkJ.of

=71~

if today the system is:chgracterized at a number of points by the existence
of developmental blocks and. bottlgnecks, this is only because the  system

itself in its entirety paslhéd-i;grgevelopmqnt“blqcked.

In saying this, we'have no intention of giving the old system. : ..
a halo of perfection, nor of lending. it the senctigy of martyrdom. .We.::
have, as a matter of recérd, discussed: that cld .society's shortcomings.,
its weaknesses;'its contradictiens. In addition, we have reeapitulated:
the part played by the drought and the recent war: in'the proce ss.of
de struction which has reduced Moorish society frqgfqhe Yiggrqgg autonony
it enjoyed in timgs;pas: to a dgpendence pq‘thghgorld ma;kp§ egopp?y',
which grows more. pronpunced wi;hvgvery ngsging‘dayﬂ ;All we pgy:iptgnd'
to do is to point out where the majo?’responsibiléty'in this P£°F¢$F“

of destruction belongs.
.Ihe analysis of Moorish so.ial crganization will enhance our
ability to evaluate the effects and the linits of the society's involve-

ment in. .the world market economy.

II. MOORISH SOCIAL ORGANIZATION:

‘4Several times in the préceﬁing nages we have adumbrated ‘the
orgéﬁﬁzatinnal complexity of Moorish scciety. ' This Qodiety ig charac~ -
Ee;izég b;;a éangled web of deﬁéﬁdency relationship s, alleg®ancés and
alliaﬁtééiuall pééducts of a history brimning with all kinds of conflicts.
These relﬁéibﬁéhips’govern.thé lives of all members of this society

without exception, no matter what their rank. The social structures
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and the psychological attitudes théy generate are closely connected with. .
the organization of the socie;y's material foundations, whiéh we have:

just described. But these social structures and psychological attitudes
alsc seem to have greater staying power than their material underpinnings !’
in the destxuctive confrontation with the conquering market economy.

Thy manage to survive evén when.their materiai foundations have comple

tely disappeared.

In our continuing exposition, we shall first examine problems related

to individual behavior, kinship and power. After that we shall proceed -

T P AR A

to the ana1y31s of Moorish social stratification.

1. KINSHIP iAND POWER

Specific’ manlfestatlons of 1nd1v1dua113m exist in Moorlsh soc1ety,
but the society as such does not recognlze 1nd1v1duals. In thlS milieu
all persons from the moment of birth themselves involved in a nexus of

relationships determined chiefly by'kinship{.
A. THE FAMILY

The monogamous family is the basic unit of Moorish society (de
Chassey 1977, 1979), Each family is clearly d‘.fferentiated from others
in spatial terms, a famlly normally hav1ng one tent to itself. Though
multiple bonds unite it wwth larger collectlve groups such as the
settlement, the section and the tribe, each famlly in Dr1nc1p1e manages
its own affalrs in complete autonomy, under the husbands control. In the
traditional milieu this unit very often 1nc1ud ad one or several dependents,

mostly slaves.
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pata relating to the Moorish family and its size need to be handled
with care if they are to yield useful information. This¥is especially
true in the cése of data on‘household consumption pétterns; We could
cite figuregjffbm the 1964 SEDES study to thc effect that émong nomadic
Moors the average family compriseslh.ﬁ persons; according to 1977
national census figures, however, the figure is 4.84 (“Second Results"
1977);’?Wé could also, following the example of the same 1977 census,”
highlight the contrast, when the total Mauritanian populatibn'is'fékéﬁ
into’:account, between nomads and settled populations, among whom the
average family size is 5.88 persons: between Moors and- Black Mauritanians
(the average figurc is almost 8 persons among the Soninkes of Guidimakha,
and more than 6 among the Pular farmers of Gorgol); between rural aqd
urban populations (families are smaller on the average iﬂvNéﬁégéhétg';hd
the mininé‘féﬁﬁs'of Zoueraté and Nougdhibou).

It is easy to forget that in the current situation of Moorish
socicty, and under prevalent norms governing relatiqnships between its
different members, these figures arc useful only as approximations; it
would be quite wrong to draw inferences from them about, say, fémii§

budgets.

The fact is tﬁat Mﬁorish society has always respected an éontinuesA
to respect the déhands of social solidarity and generosity. vHogpitality,
for instance, ié ; duty. And these demands often embrace QUite'a numbef:
of pérﬁops. Aé.a result, any economic calculation based on precisé |

numerical data is not merely impossible--it is practically aimless,
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because: the social actors themsclves have neither the desire nor the

option'of planning their budgets in any way.

Té take an example: in'tha;npmadicisgtglewents, if a person happeﬁs
to receive gifts, ot tikes delivery of a congignment of.ggodé, hé is
obliged to.share them with all his neighbors. By the same token he mﬁst
routiﬁé1§‘Séf‘asidé part of his-income for the_ggkeep of his depehdgnts
and heédf relativés. " .- o o

New exigencies come in the wake of urbanization and sedentarization.
Forvinstahce,‘evErything has to:be purchased, and there are new needs to
be met. HNevertheless, the norms of solidarity derived froﬁ the tradi-
tioﬁal’ﬁfliéu'aré“still‘quite well preserved, especially among the
poofééé strata: numérous households offer hospitality to brothers,

nephews, cousins, and: treat them just like part of the family.

It needs to be poinfed out, that this system, like the entire econo-
mic and social organization of the Moors, is showing increasingly patent
signs of stress. The most dependable pillars of the society, especially

the rules governing matrimonial alliances, have gone through some rapid

changes in recent years.

Among the‘Mooré females used traditionally to get married early,
sometimes a; yoﬁng as 12 or 13; men married relatively late, between the
ages of 25 and 30 as a rule (Beyriés '1937). . And it was almost mandqtogy
~anong thé "nobiliéy”.thaf marri.iges involve certain preferred kinship

reldfibnéhips:-'ché'idqql;was fnr ‘the groom to marry a parallel pateraal
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cousin (Fe FP). As a general rule, mérriages wére arranged by parents,
Dowry was paid in kind (livestock) to the bride's parenté, who in turn
used it to establish the newly-married household. As long agé'aé f937,
the colonial administrator Beyriés wrote about thébfapidity with which'i
all-these rules were changing. Parents are béginniﬂg to idée thelr
prerogatives, men are marrying earlier, increasingly chdosing:their own
brides, while young women on :their part marry later and sometimes reject

the husbands. forced on them.(s)

This ‘evolution was instigﬁted by colonialism: the colonial govern-
ment and its school system progréésivéiy'éubVéftéd thé éutﬁdrit; of
traditional education; reSpEct for parenfal control and the éufhorit§ of
elders wecakened. All thesc changés'have“ffeed the hégfiage mafkct ffbﬁl:
old controls. At the same time the system has been laid open to pene-
tration by the cash economy. The resulting concatenation of factors has

subjected the dowry to such intense, inflationary pressures that these

days, in certain marriages, the figures: are 5imply out of sight. The

number of guests invited to wedding banquets easily exceeds a.thousaﬁdl
Other phenomena such as polygamy and marital instability may, at least
partially, be explained by:reference to these same factors of change.
(A 1954 study of the.Central Senegal Basin showed that even' then Moorish

women contracted 1.32 marriages ecach on the average).

'

(3) A 1954 study cited in Boutillier et al., La Moyenne Vallée du Sénégal,
1962, quotes the average age of Moorish women at the time of their
first marriage as between 23 and 28 years.
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The ;rural exodus and the scdentarization movement of recent years
have simply accelerated a drift already ﬁndef way. The influx into the
urban centers, 1nvolv1ng young men for the‘most part has worsenad the -
imbalance in the sex ratio: in the large ufban centers it has put men:~
in a preponderant majority, while in the rural areas thcre are plapes

where these days only womer, children and old people live.

.o»

On the one hand thig fiight from the rufal areas to the urban centers
boosts the inflationary rise of the.aoﬁfy, worsens instability within
féhiligé,laﬁd aggravatés the continuing subversion of ;raditional_marriage
norﬁéi :65 the other hand it condemns bevies of rural wpmen,.suppogedly
waiting for cousins who have long since vanished with the urbgn influx,-

to permanent spinsterhood.

What neceds to be recognized is the fact that Moorish ”pommunglismf

fo adopt the term used by Julius NYERERE to describe forms of solidarity
P

typical of African societics (Y. Benot 1972) - .together with.‘igfiéaing_
lpriﬁg; kiﬁgrodp marriage, whéther we rcommend it as7a,posit§qg;qtho§, “
uniéino people within Moorish' civilization, or .condemn 1t as 4, uegatlye
éurv1vhl blOCklné the road to- development, 1s at: the moment ugdergq}pg

()

tran nsformatlon which scem distined to des troy it altogether,

P

"'(4) The weakening of kinship criteria in Moorish marriage practices is
already mentioned in the study by Boutillier et al.: only 377 of
“‘marriages surveyed were kin marriages. of thesc " 277 werc between
cousins four times and six times removed. Among the Peulhs the

‘comparative figure is 657; for the Toucouleurs it is 56.5%.

A caveat: 387 of the Moorish sample surveyed was made up of faim
workers, i.e mostly Haratin, for whom the impcratives of kln-group
marriage are not of any yreat importance.
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Yet, we shall doubtloss be told, larger-scale manifestations of the

kinship-based cormunal spirit, such as “tribalism" and "regionalism"
whose negative effects on development everyone recognises, are far from

dying out; in fact they are spreading and expanding.

B. TRIBES AND TRIBALISM

The truth is that Moorlsh society prescnts 1tse1f and conc1eves of

1tself as 1 gathering of trlbLS. Ivery individual Jdentlfles and projects
hlmsclf as a member of a trlbal group.

¢

On the surface this notion of tribal adherence may, seem simple epough.

But on examination it turns out to subsume extremely varied meanings.

A tribe means first of all a name; more than a ‘mame, it means a
1abe1,,;99ching back to a common ancestor. LEvery Moor rqpugedly_bglongs
to a“specific eponymous Oulad (literally "Sons" in Hassani language) or
an Id ("Soms" in Berber). We use the word %abeltadvigedly, because in
fact the”claim'ogldesceqt from a cormon ancestor is,gegeral}y_truc for .
only:qylimited fraction of the tribe's actual members, For inst-ace, in
1944, out of the 1579 tent houscholds belonging to. the Oulad Ebleri
tribe, only 280 families were strictly speaking considep?q tq:be descen—
dents of the eponymous ancestor. The remainder comprised immigrants,

dependcnts, freed slaves, artls1ns et al (Dubié 1953, quotediin Chassey

. . !
1977) . And therc are - trlbes whosg recent fornatlon, meltlng—pot 00np051—

tion (e.g. the Ahel Sidi Mahmoud of Assaba) or extreme recept1v1ty-to
immigrants (e.g. thé'Reguéihdﬁ) have made them exceptionally cnergetic

and aggressive.
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" Beyond providing a name, a tribe offers its membefs an’ economic and
institutional framework for managing théir lives.’ B
We have already seen that arablc land waterlng troughs and pasture

ranges controlled by the tr1bc were held as the collect1ve property of

[ t ¢ e o ! . .
L '

the tribe as a whole, and were used, ma1nta1ned and guarded in the name

of the tribe.

ThlS terr1tor1a1 aspect is qu1te 1mportant in the evaluation of
tr1ballsm or trlbal patrlotlsm--love for the land of the ancestors, land
for whlch they fought and on wh1ch they were bur1ed land from wh1ch a11

a tribesman's h1stor1c11 consciousness and personal memories derive.

And its importance is reinforced by a set of customs and institutions by

virtue of which the tribe bocomes a veritable political entity.

Tt N
' yra

It is fashionable in this repard to contrast the so-called republi-
v RTEAEE

can style of power in tr1bes run by marabouts, where the tr1bn1 assembly
5!

(Jemaa) plays the key role, w1th the autocratlc or k1ng1y style of power

i :

1n tr1bes domlnated by warlords. wherc the chlef s 1nd1v1dua1 we1ght is

much greater (Dubié 1937)
. . %
What 1s rcally 1nvolved with just a few exceptlons, is a matter of
dlffcrences not in k1nd out 1n dtgree. The issue at stakc has more to
L . . . ..
do with Jurlsprudent1al legalism than with the scope of personal power°
RN T .

as a rule marabouts were more scrupulous in the observance of Islamlc
laws than vere the warlords. Indeed, desplte the ‘fact that' 1% dertain
famllles, the exercise of power is more ot Tess’ detérmlned‘by hered1ty

vll i

(thrs applles 1§ much ‘to narabouts as to warlords), trad1t1onal polltical
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power, .in Moorish ‘society has always been frail.' Even -in the four Emirates
whose founding we discussed in our historical -introduction (Trarza, '

Brakna, Tagant, Adrar)hiMoorish_political power never succeeded in esta-

blishing anything more solid than embryonic forms af these specialized. .
I I T S PR R . - : : A h " 5
institutions (administrative, judicial, military .and police argans).. :
BTN : . c - ot PR -

present at the birth of every state.

A paradoxical question arises: is”phg;seriousness,of.the.tribal
problem today not in fact a consequence of the weakness,of,precoloniala,
tFiballigstitutions? The question,is germane precisely because all these
tribal i?stitutiqns have bgep subverted--and yet the tribeg have not:

disappeared.

Before we get into this question, let us‘-recall that tribal solida-
rity, murtured and kept vigorous by incessant conflicts-rthe unifying
effect of external danger is axiomatic--was actually a protean insyrance-

i

aﬁd social security system covgéigg'eventqalitieg such as_qccidé;ts,”wa;,
S o 4 : ST
digeas% and old age. .So beyond its gepgraphical ~nd sentimental meaning,
tribal solidarity had a very precise economic mcaning for all.tribes— -
peopyeﬂ It was imperqtive to.make‘tbis clegr befqge»anyvcxgositiongon
the ideological nature of tribalism. Because we are also dealing with .:

an ideology which invokes the. Koran and the Hadith as pltimate”:
fundamentals.
' A couple of paragraphs back, we wondered about a possibility that

might at first glance seem odd: - whether in fact the weakness '0f tribal

institutions-has not- helped tribalism itself to survive; What this means
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is that the wery nature of. the: tribal phenomenon--imprecise,
mental, ideological--afforded it a kind of natural protection, even when
its material bases might haye disappeared.

Pos$ibly this is' another aspect of the question; at any rate we
think it again' necebsary at' this juhéture to turn back tb”hiEtOty'in”eﬁi
effort:toshed light on' the strange dialectic animating'Mootish society'’
a society" currently:dominated by 'a lumpén capitalism’which lses t¥ibalist
while in turn'being used by tribalidm.-

The truth is that in the precolonial era the tribal frame of
reference was mnot just ‘a context gehefating'sblidéfif&; it"dlsc served
to perpetuate .relations of deperidencé ‘and dppression: - 'fh& opptession of
the weak by ‘the 'stiong,ithe Subjection 5f marabouts t6"the”wefiofds{"
the domination of sldves arid subjéct groups:by tHeir ovérlotds. Al1l""
this was extremely well understood by the aréhitect of Frenéh coloni#iis

in Mauritania, Coppolami =

For, 1n order to make capltal out of the contradlctlons w1th1n
Moorlsh soc1ety, whlch at the tnrﬂ of the last century was ravaged by

1nnumerab1e confllcts, Colpolenl advocattd a pollcy of "pac1f1cat10n
with regard to the ioppressed groups ;‘1 e. the maraboute and.eubjcet
groups; coupled Wlth m111tarv operatlons de31gned to crush th re31etanc
of those Opposed to rolonlallsm s off1c1ally peaceful" penetratlpp;ww

[

In this process tribal organizational structures, especially the

insticution of chieftiancy, were put under severe pressure
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(Ahmed Ould Mohamed Saleh 1959). Bit by bit they lost their function
Loen, e Jeoee ) o . o Lo ey K TR

as an autonomous expression of the Moors' collective needs; more and

. i ' Cun

more,xfheynﬁécame a ﬁbbl of interfereﬁcé and'hanipuiatioh ﬁsed.5§:fhe.
colonial administration against the Bedduin éociety.l Fromighis Eiméwr
on the mandate given to ‘handpicked and roopted chiefs (coopted in the’
specific sense of being paid &' cash subsidy and thus "made faithful",

to borrow an ‘expression from Hamid El Mautitaniy 1975), was a comprehen-
sive mandate including tax collection ‘tecruitment of colonial Hfmy "'
auxilliaries (goum), and the encouragement ~f children to'enrol in

schools.

. Not even the practice of religious’ - -was able to escape the'’
new order: -the granting of official permission ‘to’ take up tollections’
and to go on trips known as.giggg} from which the major‘marabouts
made most of théir income, now becarie a means of rewarding a brand of’
religibus piety which, even if it was not a direct accomplice of ‘the
-olonial officials, was at least benevolently disposed toward them. ‘"
In our opinion, thesc are a.ferw of the factors.one might highlight in -
an attempt to deal with the money-oriented and pseudo-capitalist:brand, :
of capitalism, in:vogue today., Everybody. deplores the hydra-headed ... .-
nanifestations of tlhis pseudo-modern tribalism: favoritism, nepotism,-
regionalism,.and layer upon.layer of featherbedding appointments at all
levels of the Civil Service; , but then' everybody. goes:right on.indulging
in them. The conscquencc: it is pqt.just the devglqpment effort,tha;”

is hampered; even the clementary matter of establishing a minima

Tt

1y

(RN

-rustworthy, credible and efficient administration is a problem.
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What is likely to be the future fate of this tribal phenomenon ?
N L o KEN S R
The government of - MOLHIA? OULD DADDAH 1n81stent1y nade off1c1a1
o
speeches proclalmlng its de51re to abollsh the Lr1ba1 system. If the

t . N
iR o e

poor results that novernment achleved nftcr twenty ycars are 1nything
. ‘ ! . . ¥ . .y.,'-,,
to go by, one m1bht be for01ven for thlnklng that trlballan is not about

to JUSt go away.

The strategy of letting the traditional institution of chief— '
ta1ncy die out by simply not replac1ng dead ch1cfa,d1d not succeed in its
a1m, nor d1d the subst1tut1on ot numbcrs (Re?1on I Reg1on II etc )

for adm1n1strat1ve re ions hltherto 1dcnt1f1ed w1th tr ibal names end
trihalism, 'rndecd, some of the off1cer:;who englncered the coup d etat
of last July lO in the1r anx1ety to d1stance themcelves from

MOKHTAR OULD DADDAh s old reglme, actually asp1re in 311 1ngenuousness

to restore tr1be115m (see espec1elly ‘the f1rst speeches made by MOUSTAPHA

OULD MOHAMED SALEK).

In sp1te of all thls, it night be possxble to speculatc that th1s

vague, 1ntang1b1e tr1ba1 phehonenon, lready partlally eroded by the
encroachment s of the market economy, will in futurc f1nd‘1t 1ncreas1u§£y
hard to survive the pressures of a society in whichfwealth;fmeasured in~
cash, cstablishes itself more clearly every passing day ‘as the.yardstick

of all values. 1In this regard, the tribal system will merely go the

way of all the hiexgrchies.and values of tradiitional Moorish saciety.
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2, MOORISH SOCIAL STRATIFICATIOH

L % “Within Moorish society,:tpibal,organiiafién is coupled with an
inter-group hierarchy whose characteristics come ‘Very close to those
genefaiiy accepted ag defining castes. Among these éﬁafdcteristics
endbgéﬁ?Vand a professional division of labor are bartiéularly no;ewgrthy.

In effect, évéfy Moor belongs by birth to one of the follbwing groups:

warriors, marabouts, vassals, craftsmen, griots, Hartaini (freed slaves),

T Lo

and slaves.

Con 0.
i

. On what criteria are these differentiations based 7 How strict =
L crs . . o ":n";"' ) I .
are they ? Do they constitute ap authentic caste system ? These questions,

are by no reans merely acadenic. If we could answer them adequately,

we would put ourselves in a position:to understand ‘why the division of .,

e A

labor referred to above contimies to exercise 'such a sﬁrong hold on
Moorish society today, even though that socieéty has become sedendary, o

urbanized and bureaucratized.

Let us, to start with, take 2 look at the different groups mak%ng
' Tite B S TR

answers to

up Moorishtsdciety. We shall then proceed to essay a few

the questions just asked.

A.  THE WARRIOR CLASS

The warrior class originates from successive waves of Arab. settlers
reaching the Western .Sahata from the end of 13th certury. ..Called Hdssan

in Arab, they have,been'politiédrly dominant in Moorish society since

the Charr Bebbe War of 1674. In terms of numbers alone they are not all


http:continues.to
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Teae

o ) 1 LT R B S
that many; accordipg to a 1965 SEDES study ‘cite! by F. de Chassey, they

constitute no more.than 157 of Mauritania's Moors. But they have enJoyed

hegemonlc power in the soc1ety, a power basad on their readinéss to

s AR AR R
ot J :

make frequent and dlrect use of violence.

In times past members of the wqrrlor group. have .not beeht above' the

H

use of v1olence occa51ona11y pushed as far as 'werrorism. "'To Keep alivel
the fear they lnsplred 1n other .strata of the soclety, they could resort

[

to sunnary executlons, mutllatlon and torturz, all designed to put

W

recalcltrant people in their place (1. Hamad 1914).

By such means the warrLor group generated. a.steady income “tor

itself, collectlng fees frum _their subJects and -clients (Gerhard 1910

J. Durant 1947, Abinizre 1949).
‘ - A : \ TR N i,:_-!."-.: '
Violence,.together:with-rapidity of movement, was cof central

SR R T

importance in the besic occupation of this group, a4 hydrid combination
""

of blood sp01t and commercial pusiness, the institution of 'the 1azz1a

raid.

Dlrgo Brosset (1935) has’ "1ver ar admirable descrlptlou of thlB
RETR T ARR AN f' B

dangerous way of life, with all 1Lq opprtsslve v1c1531tudea and 1ts

e
Y .

harsh grindeur. Tt:is a‘life style with its own 41st1nctlons§”lﬁhe.
petty brigand (hsezs{hi)'bddhd b&’the 1ews.of neitter d&a ner man,.és
not to be confused with the noble Emir, a magnanimous horsed figure

capable of risking his life:in the .line of duty or in théﬂéeébiéé ef

haonor.
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.. Still; for both the unadorred hassani and the noble Emir, the basic
means used “to secure’a 1livelihood is the immediate application of
viclence.

With the advent of colonialism, this group has been put through

some 'very rapid chianges.

" The colonlal government, by monop011z1ng thu use of v1olence, drastl-
cally narrowﬂd what Hervouet has tLrnLJ the warrlor proup s "area of
.;, .
adventure". This was a dPLlSlVC trammel on the art1v1t1Ls of the group,

who, unlike the marabouts dld not as a rulc possess much proporty of

their own (Dubie 1953).

The warrior grbup's sifuation bgﬁid HéQe become downright‘cataétfé- |
poic if the French administration had not décidéd.ufbf politiéai reasgns;
to compensate them for the loss ¢f feudal rights they had traditionaily
excrcised over their subjects. Thus a series of rulings proviéed for
the (theoretically) definitive redemption -en bloc of fees dué from
numercus subjects. In this exercisc, sometimes familics of livestock'
herdsmen had to g@ye'up half their, livestock at one' fell swoop: Ther
process of redemption went cn till well into the 1940's, For.instance,
the colonial government -paid compensation for the principal .rights to. -
1and in South-West Maq;itania; callec the bakh, to thq.cggprolling~
warricrswiﬂfl939;_compgnsation for rights involving the Imraguen was-

paid in 1944, .

These compensation transactions in effect legitimized the power -
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relationshipg operative beforercolonialismy In so.Jdoing they hélped ~
reestablish the traditional hegemony of the warrior class on new founda~-
tions.. In additiom, the warriors' domination was accorded‘amﬁlé‘recbg*“
nition by virtue of the official status given the institution of the * *
Emirapes.
The new order offered advancemenn'opportunities;,aﬁd“thosefelements'
most closely connected with the colonial ‘administration profited hand~"
somely from.them: members of the warrior group through taking jobs ‘as :-
auxilligry.sql@iers,Amarabouts by becaming interpreters or.education
officers, But the warrior group's old life style had given it'no gréat:-
aptitude for peaceful fprms of competition, so: they were obliged to
resign themselves to the prospect of seeing marabouts:(or' sometimes
even members of the vassal groups), who were more familiar with .intellec-

tual and business affairs, pushing them steadily out of a considerable

6w

part of their traditional position of dominance.

Nowadays, with just a few exceptions, most Moorish;;radet&;apd i

businessmen of any importance are marabouts. As for the,warrior group,.

to have foun! employment opportunities in line with |

its members seem
SR o .

their pld_occupg#iog; they show a p;eferencgl fér”tthaymgq forces; ..
in faq; tpc majo;ity of:highranking,ﬂoorish_offipcrq oFig;qgtgﬂfpom.:v-

this é;oup. We migﬁt note that even'in industrialized sociaties, army .
personnel are often said to constitute a castc;';haflwith their penchant

for in-group marriage and their strong tendency toward self-perpetua-

tion, etc.
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In the countryside, where the presence of ‘the éehtfﬁirngé;ﬁﬁén%'
has ngye; been more ;hanvspgradic anl superficial, a few ﬁéfér waf%ibt
famil?gs have apparently managed . to;maintain soume of - their éid vigor.
This is particularly:true_of the families 6f the Emits of Tagant and

Trarza.

Finally, we have to point-out that though .the material charactéris-
tiecs associated with membership of the warrior group have chaaged cohéi—
derébly, the group's psychological make-up hias resisted change rather |
stubbornly: their cqncernbwithzsoéfdl"thnﬁﬁ their contempt‘fér othe; :
groups they consider. their inferiors, their-aversion to manual and'pro-!
ductive wqu, pll are signs that traditional mind-gets 'are 'still Ver&iA;
much alive among them. The, same kind of psychological resistance to

change typifies, the marabouts.

B. THE MARABOUTS

To put the matter in exfrémely éimple terms, it could be said that
in the traditional Moorish social hierarchy thé'maraSGufs.€éinédi5f::
mrabit, plural:: tolba) come next ‘dfter the Qarrioré: HThe:QérriQ;s in
fact generally look ‘down on the mirdbouts;‘nccusihg them of ééﬁéféice |
and Jishonesty; the marabouts, in turn, have tendeﬁléb hata éha;wﬁrriors
on account:of their'ertalfbeﬁabiof;'their”iéhoraﬁcé,‘éhd thcif tisdain
for Islamic precepts. After 511; féiigidﬁg.pigty and knowledgé are the

supreme values of the marabout's milicu.,
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Going beyond our schematic simplification, we could dlscuss the
more subtle catebor1es used by the warrlor Sid' della of Trarza to" deflne

marabouts and warrlors both 1n relat1on to each other and as they relate

to other. _groups. We quote:t

"The true Maghvri (noble Fm1r)lls a man of honor and a man of rel1g10n.,

The frue Zawi (marabout) 1s a man.of relrp10n and a man o%lhooor: R
The common. HEEEEE& (warrlor) 15 a man of honor w1thoat'rellgloh.'
The copmon Mrabit is a man of‘rellg;on elthoat hoaor.‘ o l

'
I

S . i :
¢ e oo

The Hspysini (small-time Hassani) is a man with neither honor nor.

religion.
The Mrayb1t (smallutlne Mrabit) is a man with neither relxglon nor honor.

(Mohamed El Mokhtar Ould Bah 1969 Pp. ' 31- 32) "
: O U e T

e Sige i :" |
This serie of def1n1t1onb is qulte an accurate presentatlon of “the

N A M ¥ i

two-heaced Noorlsh soc1al systh, both in the way it ordere the catego-'

el S S

ries, g1v;nb the warrlors 011de of place, anf4 by its symmetrlcal ctruc—
[

turlngw In rea11ty, after a11 the marabouts pley a leaﬂlng role 1n‘v

.‘., - ot

Moorish aoc1ety, usually ncxr of the warrlors, sometlmes ahead of then.

The marabouts outnumber the warriors: nccordlng to the 1964 'SEDES study

[

already referrcl to, the nerabout group “constitited 367 of Mauritania's
Moor1sh populatlon. In dd1t1un, ths y were better prepared than theti’

warrlors to resist the chects Jf colonlal occupat1on.

vt .‘-V . . ) , .
Fact ]8, the basls of the mdrabout 8 power dld not lie in the ume’
_‘ TREN .

N | o v

of violence; it lay in their economlc ﬂnl 1dcolog1c11 1mportence 1n

Moorish society.
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a) THE MATERIAL ELEMENT

The marabout tribes owned almost all the wells,:arablelqud, oases,
livestock and slaves. in the society. They also exercisedwa de facto
monopoly over the caravan trade and other business. The first greaé
Hoorish fortunes were built up, well before the colonialteré (Stewart
1973), by the principal nmarabout ‘families, especially‘qhe fémiiies of
the chief leaders of the religious brotherhoods. qungll;pbg féa;ons
we have already mentioned, the: establishment of_theﬁcoloniaiL?egige~Qn1y
pave this phenemenon of marabout advancement.scopg for fur;hgr grgWFh _

(Dupie 1953).

The accumulation of Wéélth'by marabouts .which began in this. way wes ;-
very closely linked to the reiiéiods functions of the priestly class. - In .
the first place the many sifts given by disciples to their marabout
mentors constituted and still constituyte a.decisiye;contribqting fagtqr,.
but hardly the only one. A second.factor, the specifig‘quality of .the
relationship between the marabout anyl his.disciples,(telamid).wg;ks to
the "Hame éffect: the increase of marabout wealth.

,fﬁeﬁmgr%boﬁtsf wealth, in effect, is'ne lonfer’ vhiquely based. on
difecthGWnéréhip'sﬁéh'as'Tn slavery, nor.on the. thrcat of .immediate,
repressiﬁc;'matefiél violence such as the warriors use againstatheir.
vassals. larabout wealth is'equally, in fact preponderantly, based on

the tiysterious forces—-=supernatural forces which the marabouts .arc

supposéd to be ‘capable .6f ‘unleashing.

RN



~-90~

These marabouts, "administrators of the occult"-—to borrow a phruse
used- by Marc, Bloch, 1947, .to dtscrlbe the ecclestlaetlcal orders of

medieval Europe's feudal society--thus did not have to 1nvest t1me or
.. . SO ! L : .

energy in the supervision of their sarvants. The servants worked as

free agents, manablng and husbandlug thelr wealth for them on a scoPe

and with a zeal quite 1mp0351b1e under condltlons of slavery. With this’

observation we come to a consideration of the second essential component

of marabout power: the religious dimension.

e o

b) THE IDEOLOGICAL MAINSPRING

+
e

As 1s well known, Moorlsh soc1ety is 1007 Muslim. But within the

gtneral adherence to Islam there are dlfferent degrees of rcllglous

. ey

conviction, different styles of rellglous observance. Ahmed Ben Alamin'
(1911), discussing at the turn of the century what elements of Muslim

law had disnppeared'from the couhtry of the Moors (Shingit) 'and what

still remained, wrote in his book Wasit::

"Among the marabouts blood feuds have disappearad; in any case’
' . e e . X .
murder is raré.  However, they are orthoilox in other res hetsl
’ y p
1" . ) : ‘ v Tl e "
As for the warrlors and most of the vassal groups they do not fear
¢ i . K R

to commit perjury. They do not obey any of Allah s laws. Among them

women are excludod from 1nher1tance. And they cov;t the orphan ]
property . (p. 532).

Agmittedly, these are the words of a marabout.”" They thercfore have
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to be taken with at least a few grains of galt.  Nevertheless, they Jo
point to an essential truth about Moqrish socjety: ‘religious orthodoxy

and the powers it confers are the preserve of the: marabouts.
e . - . . . i - ' N . b bddaddihaiahotindl

Marabout specialization iu'religidUS'affaifé'is‘indiééted by the
almost exclusive control .the Zawaya. exercise over the instruments of
production and reproduction of religious ‘piety: the 'educational system

. gnd. the religious brotherhoods.

i’ 'THE TRADITIONAL EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM

] oyt 2

fitents and purposes the

oy e e

Traditional education in Arabic was tc¢ all™1

ex.clusive preserye:of ithe marabcuts. In general, the ‘education of slaves
anl yagsals went no -farther than the recitation &f the Koran's opening

Surat, .the Fatiha.

A few warrior familicds arranged to have their children somewhat

i

better educated.: This better edhéation, however, scar 2ly went beyond
: ! I

the learning of a more or less substantial chunk of the Holy cook.

: + “r '

To'quote Ahmed Ben Alarin once more: "Among the marahouts there is

not one man'or woman who cannot read and write. And even supposing that

this was not,the.case in some other tribe, it wéuld bé a rare phenomenon,

inyolvinug no more than 1% of theZawaya". (p. 517).

In reality, even though the rudiments of education are truly genera-

| PO
DAY

) . .

lized among the marabouts themselves, significant inequalities remain
] . . AL . s
betwecn men apd wowen (Leriche 1952), between different tribes, and

between different regions.
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. Education qu;carrigd,on,under very,difficult circumstances, ty;i~

Yoot

fied by that scarcity of rgsources whose effetts on a11 levels of Maorlsh
soc¢C itl,organlzathn~werhavg repcatedly noted. The educatlonal system
lacked equipment, instructional @aterial,”managcnent, funds for teachers'

alarles, mtthods, syllabuscs, outlets for school- ltaver39 etc. These
TR .

1nadequac1es turned the systtm 1nLo the statlc, stereotypti and cllqulsh

T AL H

flofrom nf a narrow coterxt of prlxsts. Surveys of Maurltanlﬂn 11brarles

0, .
ot to

and books show that w1th1n thL tducctlonal syqttm theologlco-legal

ot

K3 ,'., v -
i L N R

ccmmentarles and 11teraﬂ? romes ouLnumber technltal and prqctlcal taxts )

ovprwhclmlnbly (Masslgnon 1909 Mokhtar Ould Hamldoun and Adam Heymowskiu
L Ll el . ‘VE',’..’]" . . .

1975). On the level of basic 11ttracy. the ovcrall achlevements of tHe

IR
e

traditional euucatlonal systnm are rather Llsapp01nt1ng' according to
1977 cencus statistics, out of an aggregate 177 literacy figure, 15% are

literate in Arabié“dt Frgnchﬂ("Second Results”,J977).

i s o

Sllghtly dlffercnt flgurcs urov1ded bv i 1978 UNESCO study 1nd1cate
that lO 3% of Mapr;tan;g s pppletlon arc 1;ttrate;£n Arabic. The

UNESCO‘figurcs refer to tﬁé‘total:populntdon of?Mauritania:-i‘e., thcy
1nc1udc black Afrlcan povulatlon rvrour.,, who are obv1ously 1LSS 1nv01veﬁ

. . . .. - | |

in tfadltlonal Ar"blc-meﬁlum aducaticn than thL Moorb. And even. among

l

marabout group. As far back as 1937 Beyrles obsarvcd Lhat the tragl-
tional educational system was in decline. Currently, that ssme system

feeds appreciable numbers of teachers, officials and students into
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Mauritania's secondary school system. This:phenomenon-has spféad"sinéé
the implemgntatiqn of the New Educational System (1972) ‘aimed at a mote
thorough-going Arabization of the educational system "(P.P.N, :1978).

It has both pos%tive!and negative aspects. :

Even leaving aside the ‘pendral lowering of standards attendant
on the exercise, (a deterioration that is perhaps inevitable in a transi-

5/

tional phase =/, it is still a fact that the neﬁ syétéhrhasyresuiféd iﬁ
the carrying jover of a number of shortcomings from the'tféaiiighél‘system,
chiefly in-the areas of teaching methods and’Syllgbué éaatéﬁt,.infd fﬁé
wider public system: And the 'shortcomings thus”tranéféfredvdefive ff;&

the marabhout group's need to ‘perpetuate its pdwér:

5/ Total number of primary school teachers, 1976-1977: 1668
Number of male and female student monitors and pupil .y
teachers (i.e. those with the lowest qualificatioms)..... = 709
Arab~medillm MONLIEOTS vuenerrorresoreesnonsoorscnnonsssnns 262
French-medium mOnitors. vsvesin-riiosinavsonsaonsssinions 101
Arab-medium pupil teachers.iuerseereeriurirrnsrarnonnnans 133
French-medium pupil teacherS.iecieeenevereesienoneitevens 178
In 1977-1978 the basic situation was as follows: T
Total number of the teaching establishment........ ) 1765

+ . oo . of these, -
Number of monitors and pupil TeacherS.......eivveveseess 790
Arab-medium monitors......ee.vuue ceeens Y T ¥ 3|
French-medium monitors. vieeeeeiveaieenens Ceenan UOedee 109
Arab-medium pupil teachers......eeeeve cuveerennonaneaes, .. 135
French-medium pupil tcacherS...e.eeeeiereerrosesseeasenes 180

(Ministry of Education 1977, 1978)
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That said, it still remains to be pointed out that education’is not'the,
only idgologicél tool uted b& the.ﬁaraﬂbuts to penerate their power.
There is als§ the practice 6t religiou;'ﬁiety,-which in fdet constitutes
the prime tool of marabout power. Of that practice the movement of -
religious brothorhoods is the most massive and often- the most lucrative
manifestation., -

ii. THE BROTHERHOODS

The brotherhood movenent, a phcnomenon very common in tﬁé’Mﬁslih
: R R +

world, is a mov;mtnt apsoc1attd w1th 1nd1v1dua1 as opposed to 1nst1tu—

tional, orvanlytd rellvlous vlety. It hds had a key role to play in the

establlshmtnt and evolutlon of Moorish socicty.
Y ', .'“':‘_"‘ )

If one were to attempt An vxhaustle trtatment of the subJect one

[
!

would have to ecrutlnlze FhlS notlon of M11p10us p1ety, to take a ClOBL

look atlltg:generatlve gqndltlons, to study its featurcs and 1ts effects,
-\ .
and to: find out-how it spreads. U1L1mﬁtt1y, thesp are issues better

dealt with in a gpstalt theory of maplcal and religious phcnomcna, and

we need not get embroiled wlth them here. Wlth the ain of sheddlnp

sone 11~ht on . the role of the marabout nlass in Moorlsh soc1ety, w2

'

shall restricf ourselves to 1v1nn a fcw brlLf p01nters. Flrst of all,

there is the fear of deatb,'and the fgar of chastlsenent in the here-

after--the general and basic question of the soul's salvation. This is
B R . ol SR . e

preciselypwhexc;the Holly Man,,the Saint, comés in: he is thp gu1dc, the

advocate, the intercessor for mortal humans - in the vrebence of the dlv1nc

powers.



=05

Hence, for cxample, the desire of the faithful to have their corpes. ..:
buried near a Saiat's, so that the Saint .can plead for them during the
post-mortem interrogations everyone has .to undergo the noment the soul.

expires  from ,tha body. .

Then therec is the weiphty influence of 2 general determinisn
believed to rule over a universe populated, according th the.popular

Moorish consc1ousness, w1th a tecmlnq assortmtnt of varled belngs.

P! )

(dev1ls, splrlts both benevolent and nalcvolent, vamplres, etc. Laforaue
. . N ¢ L *

1932).» Everybody, accordlng to thlS pOpular cosnoeony, has to 11ve

with these silent, ever-present beings, for good or_111.

It is in the managzement of this shadowy universe that the Saint,

the marabout and the healer find their precise vocation. It is no mean
vocation: in an environment where resources are worse than uncertain,

1 - s B . . P
. . . . (X

their vocation 1s unlque in brlnqvln'y in & 11terally mlraculous Jncome.

It is the on1y 1ncome w1th the amazing power to actually 50 up in those

P

critical perlods when all other incomes are ,olng down, After a11, it

is mainly when people have probleme - ecnnomlc, soc1al or psychologlcal -

that they flock to the mara about. St111, we must not be too one- 51ded in

our evaluatlon of the phenomena of marabouts and relirious brotherhoods

It needs to be p01nted out thnt these phenonena do not function mcrely

as a hustle the holy mqsters use to con thLlr dlSClPlLS out of thelr

e .L' P K 0

wealth or labor. The marabout has rec1proca1 rcsp0n31b111ttes. he nmust

e LN T SRR AP S

be capable of extending a helping hand to his dlSClpleS; he must be
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generously -hospitable .to passing travelers; . he wust give alms to those
seeking them; and he must give of his wealth to his.own masters, in ..
case he has any. The colonial administration conjured up an image of
the .brotherhood movement based on its own paranoid readiness to imagine
interconnected. conspiracies.;all over the place, "controlled by some
mysterious, far-away plotter. The image was false. The brotherhoods,:
if we ignore their.mys.ical paraphernalia and their initiatory rites,
constitute, a specific manifestation of the exploitative (and also soli-
dary) mechania@a‘prevalent in traditional Moorishnsociety.v The great
branches of, the religious. .brotherhood movement (Qadiria, Tijania) may
no,}ongetlhave‘mueh of .an, organized precence. in the Moorish world; but
some, of . their more or less recent offshoots seem to have kept a consi-.
derable deal of their vigor: examples.are the "Eleven Sceds" Tijania
sect formed by the disciples of Hamahulhah,. the Hafidia branch of ...
Tijania ;stam practlced by Menne Abce Ould Mohamed Ould Tolba and Cheikh
Brahlm N1aSb (of Kaolack Senegal), the pecullar 11tt1e ghoudf sect
founded at the start of the 19th _century by the Boussatl Cheikh E1 Mokhtar

Ould Taleb Amar Ould Nouh7 etc. Funally, therc arc.two small agticultural

communities whlch have grown up on the ba51s of devotlon to a rellglous

B I el

head. .the community of the Abel Adde at Boumdeid, and the one founded |
at the ‘1ginning of this ccntury‘at Agoueinit, not far from Nema, by

,.‘f FARN : N RS : . v . . . R4
Chelkg Tourad Ould Abbas, gr andson of Cheikh Mohamed Fadel (Mohnmed Lemlnc

o

Ould Hammonl 1959) In terms of numbers all theoe groups are only of

RN

marg1na1 1mportance in Moorish society, and there arc certgin Chloukh
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(plural~of: Chefkh) who, though they have no organlzed follow1ng, or do

not helong to ‘any hrothcrhood, enJoy prestlge of a more 1ucrat1ve type

because ' they are reputed to possess ‘miraculous powers. One such is

Yacoub Ould Cheikh Sidia of ‘the Bodtiiinit régiéﬁ} A sxngularly lucra-
. ‘

tive practice is that of Nadher, which’ 1nvolves thu promlsc of a present

R

to the Cheikh if some’ wihed=for event does happen. Often the falth—

- ‘
ful make' these promises without ever hav1ng seen thc Chelkh in questlon,

v 2

In'broad outline, thén,” these are, "in our op1n10n, the eqsentlal factors

we;must:keepf1n-perspect1ve'when examlnlng the role ——'past and present

of marabouts 1n Moorish society, We have discussed the economic and

ideological importance of this group, an importance closely linked with
. . . t Ll

their privileged position in the educational and religious institutions
of one of 'the very few pastoralist sociwoties ever to succeed in maintain

ing and developing a subs'tantial litcrate culture.

We have touched on the fact that tnls class enJoyed condltlons

et

‘enabllng it to adJust better to colonlel occupatlon than did the w&rrlor
'group. It 1s notcworthy that the colonizer's stratcgy d1d not stou o

short of eyploltlng r1va11r1es and dlsaéreelents between the two groups

the better to domlnate them’(R. ArnendIIQOd); 'We need to add flnally,
o ' B AR TR L i

that the marabouts contlnue to wield a very great deal of _power w1th1n

the Moorlsh soc1ety ] égfnérufés; in splte of the changes 1n the 51tuar”

tion’ that slowly began to take place w1th the onset of colonlallsm, andu

v

in Splte of the weekenlng cf the tradltlonal educatlonal system and the
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influence .of the brotherhoods. Indeed, marabouts are extremely important,

in the state power atructure (de Chassey, 1978, has shown how members

"~

of the warrior and marabout greups have intandem accomplished the

crossover from the apex of the traditioaal ‘social pyramid to the apex

of the modern state'c bureaucratic pyramid}: -

C. SUBJECT.GROUPS

We see, .then,.that the ‘warriors and the marabouts occupy tha apex
of the Moorish social hierarchy. From that p031t1on they used to
exercise--and they stlll exercise-=p polltlco—rellglous'ébntrol over

the other groups, based, on. a hereditary division of labor. Who are the

groups so dominated, aqd_hqw have. they evolved?:

a) THE VASSALS

The vassals are survivors‘from-priof populdtions ‘either thinned
out or destrsy;d by succe551ve waves of. . invaders," mostly Arabs. ﬁé&néﬁts.
of ertswhlle pow»rful tribes reduced to vassal status after wars in

which they ended up at the losing end, the vassals have ia place in

Moorish soc1ety mldway betwecn the nobles and the. slaves. :: In fact, undér

b i

this rubric are categorized a number cf.disparated.groups.who have only .

their vassal status in common.

i. THE BONA FIDE VASSALS

The vassals, strlctly speaklng, Aare thosg..groups. bonded: to. pay

tribute. Called Aznaga or Ashab in the Hassani. dialect, they are not

very many, amountlng to mo more than 57 of the, total Mcorish: populatlon

accordlng to Lho 1964 SEDES study.
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In'timea‘paststhey;wgrewalmggt;exclusivelytdependght on. their overlords
the warriors.

Specializing normally 'in animal husbandry and herding, the Aznaga™
were subject to'arbitrary taxation and could be'called upoi: to'do -
forced labor whenever their overlords wanted. ‘‘They had t& pay a multi=

tule of faes to their overlords - the ghrama, the horma, the. mouna, the

bakh, etc.,'~ theorstically as part of conventions. of solidarity and

protection between them and their overlords.,,:

Within‘thé'éyStém the warrior overlord coutd call upon his‘'serfs:
to pay his debts; "he ‘couid take contributions ‘from them to buy a horse,
to marry off one of his daughters, etc. During scasons when milk was

plentiful, he frequently boarded his daughters with tem for fattening.

-

The Zenagui' (singular “r:om of AZnaga) was normally cowed into =
state of awe for;hié”dverlérd5by virtue of repéated and ‘fréquent punish-=u

ments and impdsitions.’

Some marabout tribes naintained similar power relatlonshlps w1th
wome of thtlr deptndents. Wlth the substlturlon of a few terms, the'

chagul would bt analogous to the Telmidi (dlsc1p1e) wh11e the 5 rama

fee would have its counterpart in the gabdh

We have alrcady discussed the effects colonizétion'had;dn the
'. .
power of the marabouts and the warrlorS' we have also ment:oned com-
pensatlon pa 1'J by the admlnlstratlon (or with 1ts b1t551nb) for the

R . PR
abolltlon of vassal tr1bute' some compcnsntlon arrangements were still
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under negotiation in the Tagant region as recently as 1951 (Aam Elfda,
the Year:of Compensation).

Nevertheless; w._'must emphasize the fact thatleﬁen'though'iﬁ'é

general sense the-situation has been tv01v1ng in a dlrnctlon favorlug

i
ot

the. 11berg112at10n of - tradltlonal dopendency relatlonshlps 1h.the1" most

rigid and:brutal forms, ‘the vassal groups are st111 very much under the‘

moral - and scu.oflmes material - domination of theft ttadftionel mastero.
%h.IhioJis,partieplarlyutrue of the marabouts, aS‘theif'relatiohships

with the Imraguen demonstrate.

ii.‘ THE IMRAGUEN

T

We have already wentioned the existence'of thié'peeuliaf:groob'in‘
Moorish society, where it is the,only -group makfng‘its*livfﬁg almost
exclusively from fishing. It is a group mostly composed,ofﬁVassels and i i
ex-slaves, strung along the Atlantic sezboard 1n t1ny clusters.(é) Until
1944 the’ Imraguen had to pay the1r overlords, mostly warrlors, a serles
of fees that were exorbltant when related to thelr neager 1ncome. Thege

fees were: the T131kr1t or personal tax, the Darraet Ahel Amar Quld . ..

Bouchdreéb or the Ahel Amar Bouchareb wardrobe tax, the Taghader or the -

: .'I('.-'
fischery tax,' ‘the thoul lebar or the seafarer ] 11cence' the Chrabelhasx

or the 11cense to drlnk well-water, the Iv11e, yet another person31 taxs:

the Lebest Sedioum or the Seddoum wardrobe tax (Thonas 1946, Lotte 1937).

¢ 'r""‘| :"l.'-:

(6) A 1939 census quoted by Thomas placcs the total Imraguen population
at 306. MNowadays their number is no more than 5-6,000,
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'J
: .The redemptlon from the warrior ~roup of all these 1mposltions
m Imraguen income has very nalpably eaged’ the exp101tatlon of the
'!

et
1f it has not ended: that

s
[mraguen fishermen by the warrior group, even

axploitation altngether. But their ex\ldltatlon by the marabouts, ‘Hased

.o
A} l“

>n.the powéT of magico-religious beliefs, seems to have continyed
A IR T LA :

(F.X. Belletier 1975).
Then there 1s the contlnulnv explnlratlon practlced by the flshlno

A .
:ompanles. These companies buy a ortion of the fish hauled in by ‘the
[mraguen from them. But at the same time their own fishinp:activiti:s

. . '. L PR
ut increasingly dancerous pressures on the marine resources, on-which

‘he Ihfaéuen depend for thei;.livelihood.

[ i
e
.

THE GRIOTS

‘Among”the.dependeht'gfoups, ve must mention the griote. Theﬂ“
rriots are a very\mafgihalhjfohp; numericallytspeaking: Counted togeghe;.
rith thejcraftemen, the'whoie lot comprises no more than ii.of the total
foorish population._<And the' Ortots are a minority. even nmong the erafts-
en. Tradltlonally,'the :rtots (wentaloglsts, poets,. vultarlsts, 81ngers,%

ind composers) used to he attached to the nrincipal watrior famllles. .

‘hese days, 1n their efforts to surv1ve the disastrous conditions besettxng
[oorlsh soc1ety, the ~riots have tﬁken to a kind -of eync1et1c show-

usiness that is partly trad1t10nal -= they provide'eﬁtettatpment:and-
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excitement at big wedding parties ~- and partly capitalist -— they

organise coficerts; charging -entrance fees (M. Guignard 1975).

iv. THE CRAFTSMEN

The craftsmen are of obscure origin;_.Likgilthqbgriots,gthey too

were traditionally attachec to .marabout or warrior families or tribgs.

These marabouts or warrior orverlords extended protection.and

material aid to the craftsrien’ in case of nead. In return, the craftsmen

owed them payments in kind, the specific items.depending on the crafts—. .
o, "‘.. o [ y N . N } o,

men's special skills (say, meétalwork or carvings from.men, K leatherwork

and hairdressing 'services’ from women). ‘Rewards for these services were

.

more or l.ss pfeciéely fFixed by traditicnal rulesw.ii -

i : .
S

R . . B SR , ‘ . .
As we have already noted, in Mcorish society most craft production

was aimed at supplying the nomadic milieu with usaful artifacts necessary

’
'

for housing, animal husbandry, transportation, etc.

Since colonization the bonds tying \the craftsmen to théir formet”
patrons:ﬁévé loosened considerably: ‘The:craftsmen were in. the vanguard
of the }u;ﬂ to the ﬁfban'éreas.“ Once arrived:in town, they have turned
with deféfﬁiﬁéd enefﬁy'tb the production of luxury items, in response.
to deﬁaﬁd Eééafednﬁy the bureaucratic :and European elite. - .

Most of the current urban population of craftsmen are therefore '™

R ' . T Cd . ‘ o
jewelers. Their incomes vary widely, from a few hundred ouguiya. to

several thousands monthly.
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E . L s S P L .., : . gl f
There are, however, some craft occupations which seem capable™
of giving rise to factory~type industries; cxamples ate the coal-fur-<
nace-making and the pipe-makin- trades

v. ¢ THE NEMARI:" A MARGINAL GROUP.

TﬁéANémadi.éit.a.éméil‘mroup of ‘hunters in the Akle:andifﬁéﬂf
regions’, beyond Tichitt and Oualatta. * The group's members have different
ortgins, but in spite of that they seem to function as a'sort 'of caste.
Other’ Mcors look down :‘on them; . sometimes they even hate them, on .-.°
account’cf’ their notoriety as livestock rustlers. As if that were uot
anough, they are also. thought .to serve as informers te razzia raiding’
>arties. In the last three years, because of ‘the war situation, the
Qgg@di!were,cpppplsqrity sgdentatizcd.by‘statc fiat. Thelway thinzs
ngk,now, the Rroup %eemgugoomed'tq extiugtion (Marty 1930,“Garbqpr

SR

917, Laforgue 1926, Brnsset 1932, Gabus 1952).

SLAVES, AND THE HARATIN

-From .the cconcmic point of view, .the slaves ‘an” the. Baratin are -

iore :important than the Nemadi. "Acccrding .to the SEDES study quoted

y F. de Chassey (1977), in 1964 slaves and the Haratin ceastituted

3% and 2€7 of the total Moorish population: The slaves function ms:... -
hepherds, weltfsinkersa farmers;,_in‘factﬁthey;ntgjthe ggcietxf§ most
ctive workers. They axre also rhe most unfortunate sroup. Ln that soc1ety.
hat are the ftttures of slavery in Moorish soc1cty ? And what is tbF,‘»

Ly

istory of its evolution ?
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' Probably slavery in Moorish. socicty ig.as.ancient as the society

itself.

A éignifiééntﬁgééﬁnt of evidence ‘indicates that at. least: some
of the black sldvéé‘of'théabia}SEHéfan cities are survivors’ from a..
pop;iéﬁion.whlch 1nhab1ted the area before the’ arrival of Berbers .
and Arabs.’ J;&1eval Arab historians and peog raphers ‘scarcely mention
Crae ; [.

sluve trading act1v1t1es along the caravan routes of the Western azhara.
In the entire history of the Moorish land there is no known-instance..
of a slave mafket. ‘THé most ancient slaves in Moorish sqciety are

known by a Berber name: Nanma, -

To the orizinal population of inhabitants enslaved in the crush
of Berber and Arab invasions, an endless stream of fresh captives,,
either bolght of kidnapped from the Sudan region, was dded. . Kidnappings

werc still froquent as rccently as the 1930's.

1. .
H [ ~
N !

Slaves nenera]ly llved under d1ff1cult conditions. Ir the tra-
o KIS TN
dltlonal Moorlsh soc1ety thc1r ;reatment, 1nc1ud1nr starvation diets, .

R

whlpnlno aﬁd evan torture, was 8o harsh it sometimes Bordered on sadism

[

(Fondacc1 1946 Alamln l9ll)
R T
In tneory, slavery was supposed to be regulated by very striét
Islamlc lawu, in practlce scarcely anyone‘heeded these-laws.' The con-

e Y

dition of the slaves arled accordlnr to cateporles. the more ancient

Cog s . .
. L '

catemoriés'of slaves; nanﬁ&*hﬁd tilad, were bettor treated ‘than the more
! 1

D S T

recent tarblyya slaves. Theit condition aléo'depeﬁded on-the -tyge of
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masters they had, and on the prevailing economic situation: slaves

'

were among the first victimes of faﬁineekﬁh{eh.beriodieally ravaged.
thc Moorish world. Apart from being direct victims, more of them also
got sold during such catastrophes (Marty 1927). In po1nt of law, slave
status means total dependencL of the slave on the master: the‘mester
is entltlcd to sell h1s slave;_ he can make the slave 8 deﬁphters hls

contublnes at wh1m' and he lS the enly leg aI-he1r ‘to any property the

slave manages to own.

This 31tuat1on has ¢one throueh a number of chanfes uzier the

impact of factors we have dnalyzed above.

In the first place there was colon1a115m. under whlch the equallty
of all human beings before the law was formally ﬂroclnzmtd But the
changes wrou;hf by the. direct: attivity of the colonial admlnlstratlon
were less effect1ve than .the more indirect fallout in helplne to change
the status of the slaves (Fondacci 1946). Frr 1nstance, the colon1al

government at one time established ”Freedom-Vlllages purportedly to

H i

receive and settled escaped .slaves; but, in tha very words of the
. K A )

villagers themselves, the "Frecdom Villages" rapidly degenerated into

"Villages of the Governor's Slaves" (Denise Bouche léBO).

The occupat1on of the right bank of the Senégal River as from
2

1902 spceded up the southward migratory movement and the settlement of

slaves in larwe farmlng townsh1ps, the. adouabha (s1nnu1er. adahal, 11teral

meanlng: v111awes) These agglomerations of people, like those whlch
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greW‘up around the colon“al admlnlstratle posts' and wére for a long

.itime ‘basically pooulated by people formerly belonging to' ‘the dependent
groups, came to be in their own ripht a means of self-defense for cscanad
slaves. ‘There thcy were safe from the risk of _person-to-person confron-
tatlons with their old masters--cohfrontatlons that .threatened-their

freedom. .

The migratory movement into the farmln? v111a?es, urbdn areas and

\.-"

_even [foreign countries ias therefore an ongolng reality well before the

t

last decade of drought came to swell it to 1ts present well+known dithdh-

sions.

T

Nowadays slavery is dylnw out 1n Moorish society; 'the reasons
v

for its demisc are essentlally matcrlal Teasons,: chief among them 5e1ng the

disastets that ‘have crushed the anlmql husbandry - industry. The fact
that slavery is on its way out, however, does not mean that problems of

subjection and dependency have been solved.
L , R

" The truth is that in.traditional Moorish society, even enfranchisec

slaves, the Haratin, normally kept up client-patronirelationships vith
their.former masters. Thcse relatxonshlps involved the payment of numerous
. o ' o
duesj - 'or, as we have observed repeatedlyi,thcy took the form of a share—
] st ".- B . - . ‘ o N . o _"‘.‘i'
cropplug arrangement in cases where the Hartan1 was; a farm laborer.
In poor years such sharrcropplng arranpemehts bccame extremely
Y \.:

burdensome. They became downrlght.lntolerabl in cases where the old

landlords dropped the more normal habit of sending a caravan (ravga) from
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time to time to- cdllect the dues, and simply came to settle-within a
few hundred meters 'of his Haratins' homes (adabaye), with the. undispuised
aim of extoerting his own .consumption needs directly from what they:

_produced.- This kind of situation was known to happen in.recent years.

'S6 ‘the accelerated sedentarization of nomads begun in the early

1970's shifts the problems of dependency relationships and land tenure
from an old context into a’ﬁéw'frsme of reference.

i
“

‘The Moors hsﬁe beéh compelled by the decimation of their livestock
herds to’ resort to farm wsrh. It is a sort of work for which they hévh‘
neither aptitude nor interest. So, basing their qlsims on-land -tenure
rights vested in principléﬁin ths~tribe, they have been trying it a '
‘number of places-(such as the Choga; Cadéi lands thMagt§.Lahi§I-regibh)

to challenge rights alrcad§‘§oh‘by the Haratin, Their aim in thus: '« 7~

!

posing such a challenge'is to try to restore their absolute control “ovdr

the land areas in dispute; falllnw that they hone to make as much

capital as they can out of ‘a 51tuat10n in whlch the prlmary producels PR

o
would be forced to ramain in’ the cranplng poait1on of sharacroppers.

. .Clearly; this situation ganerntps confllcts and .tensions which

(R TN

are partly réspon51b1e for the rural exodus. 1n particular, the Haratids

. FANEE
x

and the slaves, in: moving away“frbm the countryside, Are not only.
escapinw economic.privationy ‘they are also 1eav1nn bchlnd a set of

soc1a1 relat1qnsh1ps. .The' slaves and Haratlna ’ cnnstltutlng in many.-

ad0uaba a practtgglly homogenéous group (Chambon, undattd study) have

s
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been sedentarized much longer than their former :masters, and have lecrned
to be independent ot;themrn,Whereverithe power eqpption favors., them, - ..,
they resist the'former|mssters,jrefesing‘to,yield.1and3whose rightful . -
owners they consider they are, by right of the..labor thev have invested
in it.

4: .- With the disappearance-of..theit:livestodk, ' the riomads find ‘them="
selves jincreasingly. compelled to do without-slave 1aBor$’on‘wHichiérmyst?
all Moorish production'-dependéd.

. ! : ‘ RN

inhetited From’ colonial tlmes,'seems to have broupht to?ether all the
gl g e R TR ARt TSP SR PR N AL i
factors needed for the final abolition of slavery in Moorlsh soc1ety.

[ . R Y ) N : : o Cant
e _,l LR

It is lonyg since rum c011ect10n, wh1ch used to absorb a lot of
L e IR F LR o e

ARSI

f,f":'.l AN ' Jl‘;_lf :
slave labor, becanme merely a marg 1na1 pursuit 1n Lhe rural economy. And
TR cheaoe "',v'll:.- ‘. i . TR
11vestock wh08c husbandry kept a largo part of Moorlsh slave labor
. T,
A Ctga T, TS ALE VR j

occuplcd has mostly been w1ped out by'the droupht. Improvements in

transportatlon (the Klffa-Nouakchott hlphwny has becn partlcularly 1mportant

Lt

in thlS respect), sedentarlzatlon, and rapld urbanlzatlon have brought

e
[ . ' [ S TS N

1bout novel soc1a1 comblnatlons and created condltlons of anonimity totally

at varlance w1th those 1solatcd cond1t10ns w1thout whlch the oppresalve ﬁ’

! .

;oc1a1 relatlons of the past could not have been malntalncd

. ) L . . . . . = Sh.
'The'wage‘economy'has made steady lnroads into the countrys1de._

Mis encroachment 1s also 11nkcd w1th the dlsappearance or .the reduct1on,;

f tradltlonal means of =xchanre, ch1ef1y 11vestock _or with. the taklnp
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over of 1ivestock by businessmen employing waze labor. This kind of
. . e ‘ s ey

“takeover was connected with the dizzying slump in 11vestocP pr1ce<

.l..
\

in the early 1970 s.. m11ch cows were sold:for as little as l 500 francs
A ' sk

CFA ($ 7 50) each 1n Trarza. All these .factors have helped declslvely
to weaken relatlonoh1ns of dependence and slavery as they used to exisu
in Moorish society scarcely twenty years ago. . More than that: 'coloniza-

t1on, the droupht, and the qaharan yar speedcd up the process of south-?'

ward miwratlon anc the scdentarlzatlon of the population.' . In 50'd01ng
they helped definitively to upset the internal balancc of. Moorish society,

a balante dependent 6a the demogpraphic, economic and political. hegemony.:
exercised by nomadic herdsmen, mostly Arabo-Berber marabouts-and warriors,

A

over the settled faming population, mostly black Africans. Henceforth,

in Moorish society;,settled'pbpulatione“ﬁbuld outnumber nomads, farmers

would outnumber herdsmen, and Haratin would outnumber "white" Moore.f/

7/ For quite some time the Mocrs themselves as well as observers of Moorish,
society (Dubi@ 1953, Liecutenant Julien 1947) have madej the demographic
ckscrvation that the white Bizan pobulation’ ‘tends to thin out and decllne -
in numbers in proportlon as they get scttled in, the humid Sudan zoné.’
The expression "agall min ahrar Id-Achzaimbou™illustrates the nbservathn.
It means “rarcr than the white Moors of the Id-Ashzaimbou tribe".  The "
tribe referred to.settled in the Chemama are after a war with the Tagou-
niant tribe ‘in the reign of the Emir Amar Oulc =1 Mokhtar- early-in the "'
19th century., Once settled, the tribe became practically reduced to
its Haratin members. Apparently, their anmlus the Tagounant’ ‘had -had’
better consultants. ‘Choose,” their sage had avised them, "the land
where hunger is the prevalent disease and the jackal the domlnant animal.
He meant the northern desert resions.  According to’ 0opular “tradition,
which is often'so boldly uynerbollc, the ululations announc1n¢ the birth
of a son in an aristocratic id-Achzaimbou family were broadcast from
neighborhood to neighborhood starting from Chabariyya, 18 kilometers from.
Podor, all the way to Tlrls, more. ;than 1,000 kilometers distant. Today,
only two "white' Mborish families remain among the Id-Aghzaimbou: the
Abel Enahoui, settled among the Idawali; and the Ahel Ahmed Ould El
Mokhtat, sravitating into the sphere of influence of the Ahel Cheikh
Sidia of Routilimit,
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Conc1u51onr The Moorish.Social Hicrarchy -
o

. ol e
_With the.discussioh of slaves and Haratin we come to the end of .

our concise suryey of . classes or castes in Moorish society.
R L ) ..

, e

.1 Buttwo ‘quistions remain: is it correct to use the term castes’ ?
4And, how do the ongoiny processes of chance affect the Moorish-social -

hierarchy 7 '

As'we ﬁoted at the beplnnlno of thlS chaptery  the ralevance of
these questxons does not de;lve from a merely academic’ netd' to f1nd
methbdological ratlonallzatlon; for a particular classificadtion. T}i«;1
questions are relevant also bccause thcy help shed 11 cht on the present
situation and future destlny of the prouﬂs enume erated;. and they mhkeiifir

|

possible to assess the flexlblllty or 1nf1ex1b11;§y with which they -

adapt to.an environment undergoing profound upheavals. ;

Amoné'éHL:;ted Hoofs.thq>tradiciqnal_view has it that''the dfiéihéi
divisidhi 8f Tabor in Moérish society had a tripartite aspact: On this
issue tHis Moorish view agrees wi££'§e;era1 reports emanating from the

et PR
Indo-European world in'antiquity'and.in medievql ;imes (vide; M. BLOCH,
Dumezil, Duby} ute.). Légend has if.that it was the Almoravidnchieftain"
Abou Bakr -Ben -Omar wﬁé,”in 1055. on hlu dcathbnd 1n ‘Tazant, - decided to"
divide his disciples 1nto three wroups. thc wg;;;o;s,were_to.propagaté !
Islam at the point of“thé sword and to défend the areas thus conquered;

the marabouts werc to be responsible for education and justice; and

the vassal group was to support the preceding two.
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However, there are numerous reasons for thinking that this tripar-

tite de31¢n is an a posteriori ratlonallzatlon current mostly among the

-

marabouts, and aimed almnst exc1u81vely at’ satrsfylng thelr .own n*eds.

SN

After all, we have in fact: ObSLrVEd that the warrldrs aré by no hsans
ardent Muslims, and that the defense of Islam’ i6 ‘About the last thing
on their minds.. EPSldes, the vassals, on whose shoulders the support of |
the first two groups is sup posed to rest, are so lutlcrously ftw, being

at the}mqst{snly 57% of the Moors, that the whole schema should be»received
with’skeptipism. Lastls, the eriots, the craftsmen, the Haratin ahd;the

T i : —_
slaves 3reisllhleft out: 1in éffect,-more.tban half the Moorish'hopula—

tion 1is unaccountad for.

Certain authors, (11ke C. Hanes, 1977), have soupht to demonstrate
similaritics between thL Moorlsh social hierarchy and the Indlan system
of orders (Varna) and castes (Zatl) But ‘there is a vast dlfference

between Moorish social stratification and the nminutely detalled and

coherently codificed Indian'systeh'as we kncw it from the Dharma-Shastra.

In the first place.the terms for order and-castc'hase no equi-
valents in Hassani, the Mosrish dialect of.the_Arabrc lsnguagé;“:hst
even beyond that, the Indian system derives from s‘mptaphysicalhshé cos~
bmdfogical,matrix in which,’somswhat'PlatonicaILy,va social class has a

functional and orparic anthrOpomorphié'analog:- e.g. the mouth, the feet,

‘the thivh, the arm. Now this typc of matrix is abgent in Moorish society.


http:minu.t.ly
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It is a society in which there is no trace at all of that hierarchic

. 1
-

'scale :of purity which provides the Indian caste system with its'orga~"

LU SRS NUS ' . L
“"nizational “scaffolding, at the absolute bottom .of which are the outcast
untouchables.

There is not even,a clear-cut-hierarchy among the different groups

constltutlng Moorlsh soc1ety. Granted .the.warriors and -the marabouts

.' . - . .
are at the apcx and the slnves occupy the ‘base. But in hetween ‘the top
i ‘ ot T 14
and bottom we know of no opernrlve crltqua which make; it possib'le’ it ¢ -

rank the vassals, craftsmen, grlots and Haratin . accordinf:to precédence.

Furthermore, nowhere; in Mocrish society do we find thé’ sort of A
dietary taboos inextricably boun? up with the ‘Indian caste system. L

- . '
' | R '_',";""!""!l

BERE

_Finally, ‘it dues not seen as if any group in Moorlsn soc1ety has
o RN

aver been totally .or exclusively confined to the occupatlon theoretlcally

reserved for it.

‘Evén leaving aside tribeeJeuoh és“the Kounta and the ﬁhelhsidiq-
Mahmoud which'eimultoﬁeOUSiy'coﬁhine’thc functione of marabouts and
warriors, there are numerous examples of'warrféfé th turh.marahohts,
becoming tiab or penitents. ‘Conversely,:thereJare examplee‘oflhorabouts

R IR R

tribes. which have taken up arms and proceeded most 1np1acab1y to wage

the bitterest of.wars, like the’ war betwean the IJa Ouall and the Ida

Belhacen, or that .between the Ideidiba ani ‘the ‘Oulad Ebiery in the

niddle and at the end of the 19th century, : !”
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In fact all Moors, in varylnﬂ forms and de&rees, practlsed animal
-!-. »
Ci
husbandry, the occuthlon theoret1c111y reservcd for the Aznaga or vabsals.

'
|

Music was in practice not the monopoly of the grlots. And there have

been cases of craftsmen metamorphosed intc excellent warrlors, an example
S R Co e : , .

being the Oulad Rgueig who compose thé paldace guard of the Emit of Trarza.

e v ' RS e Sl iree

None of thcse aroups w1th1n Moorlsh soc1ety 1n51sts on strict

.I
l" -

endogamy, thou h in othcr respects the dlstrlbutlon of spouses follows

relatlvely tlghr h1erarch1c requlatlons. Thus, for example, 1t is ex— “

‘i .
w0 SRy

trenely d1ff1cu1t for maraboats to consent to.thelr women marrylng
out31de thelr class.' In fact the qucstlon arises ‘only when warriors are
the suitc;s‘involved; "the other groups are'autehatically excluded.  But
mirabouts havé the option of taking wives from all the. other, groups.
o use ‘an analogy based on blood groups, we. could say the marabouts ,
are "universal recipients"; slaves, on the other hand, would be called .

"universal; donors™, since they can scarcely ever marry women outside

their group.though all other groups can take wives from theirs,

‘The'warriors are cntitled te take:wives from all other groups, ..
“but.only .igive ‘them to the maribouts. Vassals may  ‘take wiyes from.all -
gr. »s except thé warrior and -marabout- groups;. it is ..rarg for, vassals

to give”their wofen awly to any but warriors and narabouts. .. .,

i

In such a system, it is obvious that the distribution of wivés
reflects not so much the imperatives of caste endogamy a3 an anxiety to

keep intact a hierarchy based on a non-too-rigid division of labor.
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"Throughout our exposition on the Moorish social structure and its

't
Sty ‘r',.l

)

material” foundations,. we have shown how the entire systen hAs been eroded
‘ NI T

by colonialism and the oncroachment of the market econony. "He have -

examined the: symptoms .of this encroachment' thﬁ weakenlng'ofttfadi*
i : 4'._1‘-;
tional power arrangemeuts and thelr subvor51on By the cash ‘nékus; the
Caagd
decline of  the. precolenial cducatlonal sysrem, the monetérlzation.and

1nf1at10n'of‘dowryupayments. We have shown how the' drought of -the
P
1970's ‘and the Saharan War worscned this cr051on, swelllnp “the" ‘sdughward .
: L LEEVEYTE oy

population movement, enhanc1ng scdtntar17at10n, and ma931ve1y ‘Aggravating

the depopulation,of the countryslde. And to w1nd up tho étudy, we ‘have -

sought .to avoid too. rlf;d a conceptlon of the Moorlsh‘soc1a1 Hierarchy,i:

bringing out its subtletlts, Jnd 5how1n¢ tlat it contalns contradictions

g

and evolutiopary seeds that mlght help it adapt to the néw éontekt -

within which the HMoors have had to move ever since they were colomized
o

and sedentarized.

The social framework we have outlined above may he foond intact

L e
n isclated rural spots, but 1n the urban areas it is Pradually dy1ng

out. In-fact some Moorlsh 3rlstocrats po so far as to comwlaln that in

thise urban areas the old roles havc been reversed former dependents

' §
‘lyf‘"

who -used to work for  them, hav1ng flcd rural wenury to scttle in. town,

now try when they. can to hustlo a 11v1no out of the1r 61d ‘masters .



-115-

St111 we eonstantly have to refer back to the trad1t1onal ‘sbcial
hierarghy. to\exp1a1n the eurrent urban, tapxtallst strat1f1cat10n and
the,accompanylnv rlse of’new classes. . On this scorewwe have aiready:
no'ted hat warrior and marabout elements have tovether henaged to shift
from the apex of the traditional h1erarchy”tq the apex.of the modérti - -
elite. stracture. We need t6 add a corollary: former siavcé'ahd Haratin
?have'been relegated in Ier%e'humbers to menial{functiohswwithin the" same

modern structure, as laborers, factory workers and domestic sérvants.

. [
i

Even. more spec1f1ca11y, we could trace the 1nf1uence of the ‘traditional
divisian worklng in the capitalist enclaves of today s Moorlsh sodiety.
This would Qrobably reveal the reasons why the commerc1a1 sector ‘and the
buraucracy are so overstaffed' the Civil Sarvice repularly cats up

807 to 100% of the state budget (Ould Cheikh 1979) After a11, this is
,vgwgocietynwhich traditionally has look«d down on manualzﬁhrh;;aﬁd whose
:gembere were on the whole. unaccustomed to any form of ih&esthént or.

long-term budgeting.

1

Unlees we.wish‘to consider .the people themselves'ahd their whole
life style as an ohetacie to development ("Evcrythihg ﬁhhldjhave-been
perfect ih the colohiee", said Albert Memni, fhad ché}é“bééﬁ no6 mnatives'),
with thc understanding that dévelopment means'capitaii;t dé%élopment,
we are obliged to conclude, from our entire discueeihn;'thét at all
those points where Moorish socicty is resisting the total domination of
capitalist relationships, the amount of resistance it puts up is
precisely the amount of resistance capitalism itself wants to put up

with.



~116~

ITI. GENERAL CONCLUSION

T -t

R

‘The” comp031t10n and 1nstallat10n of daurltanla 5 Moorlsh ‘population

P
CEs e o L
t. d . th

“as 1t was scarcely a dozen years ago happened over a long perlod of ...

.
3.

'frequent upheavals. To recapltulate the maln p01nts, we have, discussed

Vo ) A7

“the abor1g1nal presence of a negr01d populat1on in the Western Sahara.

durlng the Neol1th1c Era, it was probably the vassalized remnants of

B Pt
U

this: population’whom the first waves of 1nvad1ng Berbers enslaved. Next,
KRR A0

[ .
. . I

we took .up the issue of the role played by these Berber 1mm1grants. It

vas -they:who, working ch1e£1y through the A1morav1d movement, helped to

establish Islam definitively in the areas under study. We have given

. ] , i ‘ L Coaa s e
a concise account of confrontations between che Berbers and incoming

- . TR G R Bt
Benl Hassan Arabs, whose vanguard reached the Tiris area around the end

of the l4th century. -In discussingthe partial triumph afﬁéhé‘ﬁAsSAﬁi:
troops at the end of the Charr Bebhe:War in which they:féught'egeinst ;
Berberveqalltion led by the Oman Ndcer Eddin, we‘pointed'bnt the
emergence among. them of embryonic: statd organizations ld’éhe'fsin'Sf'
Emirates--thc Tagant Emirate providing an cxceptisn té theirhle.”‘ﬁutvyu
the focus of our historicel survey,:considering'thatitherCentralf‘

preecenpation of.this“study was that it should help shed light on giittis

strategy for economic develgopment, was on the.impact of the trans-Alfad-

tic trade and colonization on Moorish society.. . We. have taken paind’'tt "

fg-.a':"

point out the disintegrative cffect these phenpmena.haVe'hadidn'all'ihe”J
Vo - - o .

Moorish world's economic and social structures.
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In the field of economics we have examined the society's production,

especially its production of .commodities -linked ‘to thé livestock industry,
vrptaaee T e : ’ :

¥

the foundation of the nomadic life style: We have dlso discussed consump-

i

tion patterns and the circulation and distribution of goods within the
society. Our discussion led ug to the main :onclusion that ‘the tradi-
tional mode of production, now irreversible placed'under;thé“domination

of the market economy, had deteriorated steadily in all'its'aspects.
e . ] . Tde -

Social structures havé foilowed the same pattern in practically
every area. And the drought of the last ieveral'yearé;”together with
the Sahara War, has turned''this deterioration into nothing less than a

full scale catastrophe. -

C

" The entire l1festylc of the Moorlsh people, centered on nomadlc

~astoral1sm has been radlcally altered by thcse devclopment The ‘
sedentarization process and the massive rural LXOdUS whlch affected

Moorish BOCILty in the 1970 ] L1d not s1mp1y entall changes from place

et

to place or a mod1f1cat10n in spat1al relat1onsh1ps. They also entailed

1, . )

a total upheaval in formf of product1on anﬁ employment nutr1t10n,

hygiene, hou51ng and marr1age patterns.

The catastroph1c c11m3t1c cond1t1ons of this last decade,. falling

w1th1n the context of econom1c and 1nst1tut1onal transformatlon inherited:

o

from colon1 llsm, have complttely snapped a11 the 1nterna1 balancing

1

mechan1sms on wh1ch Moor1sh soc1ety used to dcptnd. The Moorish social.

hierarchy was traditionally based on the demographic, economic and
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Y

political hegemony of Arabo-Berber nomadic herdsmen of the warrior and:
marabout classes., Now this old hicrarchy is confronted with,the agser-
tion of power on the part of sedentary farmipg groups.made up mostly of

black ex-slaves.

[

QOur mandate in this study was to locate factors in Moorisgh, society
Girdl ol Coua RO ISt RPN Coor s eI ER, gy M LR,

which, from an organizational or institutignal ppint‘gf.view, coyld ...
LI FE U A [ S St 1T Do AR % I A A LAY

constitute obstacles to development,

The: precise definition .of ‘the terms of reference implicit in ‘that:
mandate. is, open to. §ifferent: interpretations. But whatiwe have' tried
to do is, first, to show that as Far as production was concerned, the
pre-colonial Moorish socio-economic system was coherent and relatively
functional. Secondly, we have also attempted to lay bare that system's
contradictions and shortcomings, taking particular care to bring to
light those factors which, judged according to the society's own crite-
ria, within the society's own frame of reference, compromised its
ability to perform at peak capacity. We arc quite aware that in so
doing, we have laid ourselves open to accusations of an antiquarian
bias, of having a fixation on the past. But our comcern has becn to
differentiate as meticulously as possible between the undeveloped
condition in which Moorish society kept itself in the past when it was,

80 to speak, on its own, and its current condition of underdevelopment,

a condition characterized by 2 s mplete dislocation of both its economic

and social structures. In our opinion the main responsibility for this
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dislocation rests not with the Moors, but with the capi.talist market

economy. Because ever since the end of the 18th century that system,

the capltallst market economy, has taken 1nto its hands the means for

controlllng the dcstlny of these pastorallsts of the Sahara Desert.

R

It would hnve been approprlate to conclude thls study by placing

[

_Moorlsh soctety back w1th1n its context in the general Moorlsh society.

¢ . i

But had we attempted thls, we would have been drawn into a critical

examination of the relevance of ethnic criteria in an exposition of
.

current Mauritanian social realities-—and-that is quite - another problem.
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