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SEMINAR ON INDIGENOUS LEARNING SYSTEMS
 

FOR DEPRIVED AREAS 

I Background and Rationale 

The last few years have witnessed an 
unprecedented interest on the part of the countries
 
of the third world in the search and development of 
more effective anu economical learning systems and
 
in examining learning systems developed in other
 
parts of the world.
 

This search has been spurred by three major 
needs: (1) the need to provide basic education to 
a growing number of school-age children in the face 
of very limited resources; (2) the need to improve 
the quality of education; and (3) the need to provide 
education for the deprived areas - whether rural or
 
urban - where the people, due to economic, geographic, 
cultural or other reasons, do not have access to the 
educational opportunities that benefit their more 
fortunate peers.
 

In this search for new and better learning 
systems however, it is felt that the emerging countries 
have not paid due attention to, nor taken sufficient 
interest in, learning systems that are truly indi­
genous, i.1.., learning systems that have originated or 
been developed naturally in a particular land or 
region. 

It is well recc)gnized tnat long before the 
developing c-,untries cam,: under Western influence 
that brought with it conventional education, as we 
know it today, eacn of these countries already had 
their own learning systems of various types and in 
varying magnitudes cf utilization. These learning 
systems have grcow.n and developed in response to 
an inherent cultural or economic need. or to satisfy 
the desire to learn and to transmit the knowledge 
gained to others. -any of these learning systems 
have now been forgotten through disuse in the course 
of time. Some have been preserved and practised 
although on a limited scale. NeaTer ones have probably 
emerged to meet the cnanging needs. 

Bearing these in mind, INNOTECH is convening 
-this Seminar Lu iJcentify such indigenous learning 
systems, determine the contributions that, with 
some adaptation, they can possible make in meeting 



the educational needs of today particularly in 
bringing educational opportunitis to dperived areas, 
and disseminate the knowledges gained to the member 
coun-cries Ofn the rest of the world. 

The undrlyin, thoug-ht behind this Seminar is 
that suco indigenous i.e.,irning syste,.is, that have been 
developed - nurtured. so tL:eek - within the ethos 
of social, cultural and economic environment of a 
society, may hold great potential for bringing 
education to areas that cannot be reached by 
conventional means, or where such c.)nvuntional means 
would not be cost-efifective, '-Iuch can probably be 
learned not only in t(erms of strategies and learning 
techniques ado)pted, OdL more importantly, in the way 
these- systms. nave managec to survive f,)r years 
despite the rapid af(I dramatic societal changes 
brouglht about oy science and technology. 

It must !be ux-ieinod at thi.s stage that the 
title of the Semiinar Indig~nous Learninp Systems 
fur Deprived Areas".des n.L limit the subject 
of the Seminar t learning systems that have been 
evolved only-in an, for .Iejrived areas. Rather, 
the Seminar seek examine th- learning systems 
that will be pr.s inted, and to identil their 
potentialit:ics !f:r ongin e1ucatiuna.L opportunities 
to deprived areas. 

It is not unreasonable to exoect that a learning 
system pre:sented may well prL.,ide for educational needs 
other than that specified in the title. Such findings 
will be very welcome concomittant outcomes of this 
Seminar. 

Relations with Other ITNIOTECII Projects 

As a reg.ional center', dedicated to the develop­
ment and judicious application of innovation and 
technology In the s.lution of educational problems, 
INNOTECH :f course hns mmrc than a passing interest 
in learn:Ln, sys1:em., . One of the best-known outcomes 
of its rcsearchi an(1 acve I mont activities, for 
examp-,le, is the ] A i1if arning system, which is now 
being ac)ob-Old in various )arts ,sif the world. In its 
present research project, Croj ect DELSI LIFE (acronym 
for Dowvl:.:ient o -tf-_tive Learning S stems for 
the Improvement f ],j.e), ways are being sought to 
assist the poo,):r peple to bring- about a etter 
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quality of life for themselves through edu'oation.
 

It is recognized that an,educational innovation 
may not necessarily be something totally new. It may 
be the thl rebirth of somethin, oldJand long unused. It 
may 	 be old, components applied in new settings. In line 
with this thinking the Seminar seeks to examine indigenous
 
learning systems that are already developed and have been 
in existence, and determine their implications to the needs 
of, today.. This ayives a new cidiinension.-toLINNOTECli-s. acti-, 
Vities (ndthe outcomes Qf this Seminar could be possi­
ble inp/ ts to Phase B of Project DELSILIFE when learning 
systemq will be designed and developed. 

II. Objectives
 

A. 	 General: To provide key educators and
 
education officials with a working
 
knowledge of indigenous learning
 
systems that may be appli ed to the 
educational problems and needs of 
deprived areas. 

B. 	 Specific: During the five-day seminar, each
 
participant shall be able to; 

1. 	 Identify and explicate indigenous 
learning systems within or outside
 
Southeast Asia.
 

2. 	 Identify the characteristics of 
these systems that have enabled 
them to survive despite the rapid 
social changes. 

3. 	 Analyze the vbrious learning 
systems and identify possible 
implications for the improvement 
of education for deprived areas. 

III. Seminar Procedures
 

1. Papers describing the indigenous learning systems 
and the problems to which they are addressed 
will be presented. Each presentation will be
 
followed by group discussions. Aside from the
 
seminar participants, a number of resource
 
persons from both developing and developed countries 



will share theiJr xperiences and expertise on 
learninjg systems indigenous to their countries. 

2. 	 Tho Suminar ertjcipants will then break up into 
working -r."y,. Lacii working x,ruup will analyze 
uach of the l.arn-in:, ' ystens assigned to it, 
identify any implicatLions -thay ilay have towards 
meetinv chc etuca ionel nLchs of today, particuaarly 
in providini eucation lor deprivd aruas, and 
make pertinent recomecndations. 

3. 	 On the final dav of the Seyinar, the reports of 
the workingT grolups will be presented and discussed 
for adoption in a 1leIary session. 

IV. Expected Outcoiites 

1. 	 A comrpilatie o:f case studies of indigenous 
learning systm co mIrising experiences of all 
the countries rei r sented in the Semir or. 

2. 	 Gre.ater awazenss ;n un,rs,:ending of -the needs 
and aEspiroti(.fls z .tng K. educaTtion of all the 
countrie-!s ru.resI L 

3. 	 IncreacIi kno<A.Q< ane insi ghts into possible 
ways rvidin, iceixLnt, t, imp;rove the 
plight - 1 the- .rv .,,trsof CA society. 

,"\rn ''-uall 1 .ir ta _ r~. l L , though more 
unobtrusive o -ie i;:_.r'.,,ii . the lasting 
.riendshils rind 1..,rL'.. .Lri tr. s thait educators from 
various c-uitriu...'. in t.o_,t,,r :ill form. This 
will be in .lin- i t t, v ir t ,of SLJi1(O 

V. 	 Particulars I.Dou t th,_u iflr. 

1. 	 Venue and ate uf the Seinar: Manila, Philippines 
3-7 November 1981 

2. 	 Workin, Language: The working language of the 
Seniinar will be English. 



3. Terms and Conditions:
 

a. Participants from SAMEO menber countries. 

Thc Ministry of Lducation of each 
SEAMEO r 01mocountry ,,ill o ru(luested to 
nominate thrc (3) senior educators who have 
done some wor. or r rchs involving indi­
genous leaIrning sy.,t.;ums, including those 
among the cultural minorities. 

They 	 will be provided the following: 

(1) 	 International travel, economy 
class, from the capital city 
of his country to 11anila and 
return.
 

(2) 	 A pur di::!I) aU;U 2 icr the period 
of participati.n inciusive of 
travel tie , half of which will
be given in >oc. 

(3) 	 The -f ,00 to coveramount Uit ;10 
inci.::nvt,.[ e xpenses sucn as 
air;r, t tees, 0.'u,,~, cnarges, etc. 

O,2s t,b. Participants uts.idu bVAHLG R'egion. 

no e' ..> tacrtipants and resource 
persons fri 1 o tri :ind uoryani Zations 

outside the 1. <ay he0i, invited 
under the s,.n.r 21LL[ ... :, C.r;...nizati uns other 
than L" "'­

in tlls c *se, tlv,.r p.articipation in 

.. il under terms 
conditio.ns hen. s p{nsoring urganization, 
incluuin-, travzl, p)er i(is, etc. 

the -hu ' lrnar 	 th,:. and 

4. Currency and Travel -o t 

a. Currency 

There is n-., limit on tiie amount of 
forei,,n curreincius and trav:Ler's cheques 
which visit:rs may take '-,ith them to Manila. 

-,rei~n c n','ncy ay L, e:<cnung;e1 for local 
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currency (Pesu,) rd.Tht at the international 
airport or at anv b,-.nk. The current value 
of local currency is about 7.80 to one 
U.S. dollar. 

b. Travel Recquirements 

I, Spirt an( Visa - Participants 
should Le in j,,ss:sson of a valid passport 
or travel docum nt.U Those requiring an 
entry visa shuJuld obtain it at the nearest 
Phi lipine Lmbassy cr Cornsulate. 

c. Arriv,:l at e ,\i ,ror-t 

All those vLern,.inI the Seminar are 
reque sted1 to in-rm I().1TLCi of the date, 
flight nui,' ir ciiid tiu .1 arrival so that 
they can be met at the. airpcort by a member 
of the I,11OTL ;3ij a 

d. Accommocdati ons 

Unlu:sa tirwisc requested, INNOTEChI 
will m arian-;enents for all participants 
at a .uitw.1y--.rfceJ htel. 

e . Corre ',apOuc neec>.. 

All UJrrc.)0Indencc should be addressed 
as follows: 

SLAMEO3),L ion a l ,(II L CM Center 
Coll2 o d'ucation b-)J: 
U.i. Dilimnan, Quezcr City 
Phil i ns 

Cable.. icodrcss:c. U1'OIECH M/iNILA 

Tel. 1 )'3--9 


