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SEMINAR ON INDIGENOUS LEARNING SYSTEMS
FOR DEPRIVED AREAS

Background and Rationale

The last few years have witnessed an
unprecedented interest on the part of the countries
of the third world in the search and development of
more effective ana economical learning systems and
in examining learning systems developed in other
parts of the world.

This search has been spurred by three major
needs: (1) the need to provide basic education to
a growing number of school-age children in the face
of very limited resourcas; (2) the need to improve
the quality o¢f educaticn; and (3) the need to provide
education for the deprived areas - whether rural or
urban - where the pecple, due to economic, geographilc,
cultural or other reasons, do not have access to the
educational oppurtunities that benefit theilr more
fortunate peers,

In this search for new and better learning
systems however, it is felt that the emerging countries
have not paid due attention to, nor taken sufficient
interest 1n, learning systems that are truly indi-
genous, 1.2,, learning systems that have originated or
peen developed naturally in a particular land or
region,

It 15 well recopgnized that long before the
develcping c.untries came under Western influence
that brought with it conventional education, as we
know 1t today, each of these ccuntries already had
their own learning systems of varicus types and in
varying magnitudes of utilization., These learning
systems have grown and developed 1n response to
an inherent cultural or cconomic need or to satisfy
the desire to learn and to transmit the knowledge
gained to cthers., Many of these learning systems
have now been forgotten tnrough disuse in the course
of time, Some have been preserved and practised
although on a limited scale. Newer ones have probably
emerged to meet the cnanging needs,

Bearing these in mind, INNOTECH is convening
this Seminar to identify such indigenous learning
systems, determine the contributions that, with
some adaptation, they can possible make in meeting



the educational needs of today particularly in
bringing cducational opportunitics to dperived areas,
and disseminate the knuwledges gained to the member
countries and the rest of the world,

The underlying thought behind this Seminar is
that sucnh indigenous learning systens, that have been
developed - nurturcd, so to speck - within the ethos
of social, cultural and econcmic environment of a
society, may hoeld great potential for bringing
education tu areas that cannot be reached by
conventional means, or wiere such conventional mcans
would not be coust-efiective. IHuch can probably be
learned not only in terms of strategles and learning
techniques adopted, buo more importantly, in the way
these systems have managed to survive for years
despite the rapid and dramatic socletal changes
brougnt about Ly sclence and technology.

It must be cx;lained at this stage that the
title of the Seminar "Indigencus Learning Systems
for Deprived Areas" does not limit the subject
of the Seminar to learning systems that have been
evolved only in and f[ur dzprfved areas., Rather,

the Seminar seeks to examine the learning systems
that will be brusL nted, and to ldentifv their
potentialitics for pringlng euucativnal opportunities

to deprived areas.

Tt is not unrcascnable to expect that a learning
system presented may well bPledc for educational needs
other than that specificd in the title, Such findings
will be very welcome concomittant outcomes cf this
Seminar,

Relations with Other INHOTECH Projects

AS a re L1unal center dedieated to the develop-
ment and judiciocus application ¢f innovation and
technology in the soluticn of educational problems,
INNOTECH of ccurse has more than a passing interest
in learning Systems. One of the best-known outcomes
of 1ts research and development activities, for
example, 1s the IMFACT learning systen, which 1s now
peing adopted 1n various pirt" of the werld, In 1its
present research project, troject DELSILITLE (acronym
for Development of Lifective leerning Systems for
the Improvement <f Lite), ways are belng sought to
assist the poor people to briny about a better
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will sharce their experiences and expertise on
learning systems indijgenous to thelr countries.,

2, The Seminar varticipants will then break up into
working gronps., bLach working croup will analyze
cach of the learnin: systems assipned to 1t,
identify any implicaticns they may have towards
meating the educational necds of today, particudarly
in providiny cducation for deprived areas, and
make pertinent recommendations.,

3. On the final day oI the Zfeminar, the reports of

the working groups will be presented and discussed
for adoption in a plenary session,

Expected Uutcomes

1. A compilation ¢f case studies of indipgenous
learning systems coliprising experiences of all
the countrics represented in the Semirar,

2, CGreater awaroness and unaerstanding of the needs
and aspiraticns relating te education of all the
countries represented,

3. Increasced knowledife and inslvhts into possible
ways of providing caucetion to improve the
plight ¢i the doeprived scctors of socluety.

A cgqually incortant pesult, though more
uncbtrusive, o this deminar will Lo the lasting
friendships and proteosional ties that educators from
various countrics w.cking topether will form. This
will Le in line with the cpirit of SEAMEO,

Farticulars asbout the Seminar

1. Venue and bate of the Seminar: Manila, Philippines
3-7 November 1981

2. Working Language: The working lanjuage of the
Seminar will be English,



3.

4.

Terms and Conditions:

e

Participants (rom SEAMEQ member countries,

The Ministry of Lducation of each
SEAMEO member country will be requested to
nominate three (3) scnior educators who have
done some worh or rescarches involving indi-
genous learning systems, including those
among the cultural mincrities,

They will Le provided the following:

(1) Internaticnal travel, economy
class, from the Cdpltal city
¢f his country to Manila and
return.

(2) A per diem of USSEZ for the period
¢f participation inclusive of
travel tine, hall of which will
be plven in pesus,

(3) The amount <f US$10,.00 to cover
incldental expenses such as
alrport fees, Lugsapge charges, etc.

Participants rrom Outside the SLAMLO Region,

A number of particlpants and resource
persons from countrics and organizations
outeide the Siablo repglon mey be invited
under the coonesorshly of organizations other

than SLaMLO,

In this case, toelir part
the Seminar will be under the t
conditions oi the sponsoring or
including travel, per 1icms, t

c1l patjon in
rm and
J)ludtlon,

1
e
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C.

Currency and Travel Requlremnents:

[

Currency

There 15 no linit on the amount of
forei,n currencies and traveler's cheques
which visitors nay txkb with them to HManila.
Foreisn currency nay be exchanged for local
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currency (Foso) P]h}t at the international
airport or at anv Lank. The current value
of local currency is about F7,80 to one
UeS, dollar,

Travel RKeguirements

“ Passport anc Visa - Participants
should Le in possessicon of a valid passport

or travel document, Those requiring an
entry visa should obtain i1t at the nearest
Philippine Enbassy or Consulate.

Arrival at the alrport

AlLL those attending the Seminar are
requested te inform [NWHOTEC of the date,
flight nuntfcr and time «f arrival so that
they can be mot at the airpoert by a member
of the IWNNOTLII stall,

Accommodations

Unless otherwise requested, INNOTECH
will make arrvangements for all participants
at a buitahl,ner.>j notel,

Correspondance

ALL correspondence should be address
as follcws:

SEAMED Feeional ITUHOTLCH Center

Colleye of bducation bldg,

Uol's Diliman, Quezcn City

FPhiliprines

Cable Address:  INNOTLCH MANILA

Tel.,: Y8-143-09



