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PREFACE
 

In accordance with the terms of the contract under which
 

this study is bei:;. conducted, this volume presents the
 

district profile and our recommended rural road network
 

for Faridpur District. Its organization and contents reflect
 

the view of the consultant that the planning of rural
 

roads must be considered as an integral part of a
 

comprehensive rural development program.
 

Thus the volume starts with an examination of Faridpur's
 

existing transportation network and deficiencies and
 

proceeds to present a detailed profile of the physical,
 

environmental, economic and social aspects of the district.
 

The concluding sections of the volume describe the
 

,consultant's approach in developing a rural road network
 

including the initial road screening and the priority
 

ranking of the roads. The volume ends with the
 

presentation of the recommended rural road network for
 

Faridpur under this project.
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I. ,TRANSPORTAi'iON ,TIORfK 

A. External Communication 

As shov on the map in 1,Fi'ure Faridnur District is well 
connectcd with surroundirig districts and Dacca City by road, 
rail and water transnort. 

The western districts of Kushtia 'ind Jessore are connected to 
Faridour by railroad service throug;h Kalukhali and Pang., 
and by RnH ro:-i1 throu h r.adhukh-li. These same tr:nssn:rt 
modes continue across the Ganges Riv ,r via Hardin{re BriO.'c, 
or ferry, to link FariCdur with Pabna ind the Raj.h:ihi Division 
in the north. 

The eastern districts are linked to Farid-ur by frequent 
launch ,",ervice to the imnortant tr:,.rshipment noi,-to of D:acca, 

1-ren-r, 1 and Chandour. In rdlition, D.cco- cn be roached 
by ro- vi,, the !ferry. 

The sou+:hern districts of :risndn(l 1.uKhuT1n-, nrioci-ally 
reacher by launch vi. tho Low:r i'vhn, or the Aria! Khan 
fi,.,,ors or by 2-. ro.ad t.hrou h :-drinur Subdivision. The 
Lower [.e r',ute is also :fllo.,d by ste)mOrjS<o Lo,.n to 
K(hluJ.na or Ch bun:'bnt sm,-i].sr boats use the 1 route,:3,:' w.,ihich 
travor.: tsthe soithern ort of Far idour District. ]hu.a: is 

ro -- ' by ro., to F:,ri,ur via Jo fsoreO , ,and by r.ail 
thra,: 'i KlS htij l" J.d.sdsorc,. 

Int:rna Co;:mic ttion 

'r'uznsort conmoct:L.h;within Fri,-r ur District are not nearly 
as they ar- externally. Only two subdivisions, 

io'-lundo ,n ,',iariour, are l.nkcd by all wea"hor road t.o the 
di.vric t hoo 2qu.r-or2 in Far ihur Town, The oth,,r two sub
divisions, qo:lanj .2nd Shriatour, can current.l.y be rcched 
only by Len.c ,hy o,ib.ine :1 1launch -nI bus trios. A dot:iiled 
transoo:ct r il¢ of e.ach of the than ,s in X-)i our is pro

http:sm,-i].sr
http:K(hluJ.na
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sented by subdivision on pages 14.
to t. An abreviated subdivi
sion synopsis is shown in table 1.
 

TABLE- 1.SUBDIVISION TRANSPORTATION SUIvAAvARY 

Area Approximate i of Regular of Rail 

srall
s uuMvSlle s Launch Stations
miles weather roa Rout.s 
Faridpur 
 747 
 83 
 7 
 13


Sadar 1 

Goalundo 
 469 4 I37 
 24
 

_______.____ 582 20 8 i 4 
IMadaripur 
 434 
 32 
 5 
 0 
Shariatpur 
 4-63 14 
 a 0
 

?y an€Y standards, the transport infrastructure in these
sub-divis ins i: r,or Si ,..p-rj,-adaripur and Gopalganj

sub-civisonsenxc mnrc 
noglected than the two northern
slbdi.visijon: houn.h even in thoce sub-divisions, thanas like
Char ,]r.as:~i~andAlfadanga 
are practically inaccessable. 
transport situatioln) in Faridpur 

The 
is furthor aggravated during thedry season, as ;-,,any thans are unable to use country boatsbecause, the water level is too low. Th;i.C3 has a serious effect on both the marketingr system and the distribution of agricultural

inputs into and within these thanas,
 



SL3DIV: . ApfiOX 	 VEHICLE ACCESS NUr-PEER OF 
FA-IDPUR ivi LS OF FROM THANA -iQ REGULAR 
S1DAR ALL WEA- TO R&H NETWORK LAUNCH ORTHER ROAD STEAPIR 

TIi.NA (HB1& PUCCA 
 ROUTES 

. R&H Roads to 

KOVIALI 23 fIles Barisal,Jessore, 4 


Goalundo, Raj
bari,
 

R&H Road under
BOAIBARI 33 Miles 	 construction 0 

through thana 

from Faridpur 

Jessore road 

to Gopalganj, 


AILFA-	 I Miile None 
 0 

DANGA 


NAGAR- 270 	 Miles tc.INDA Gravel Faridpur-	 0Dacca Road. 


9 Miles Barisal-

'1PGA Pucca Faridpur Road 2 


7 Miles passes through

HBB 	 thana.
 

S,1R U4 Miles 7 M,iles to I
SREBB 	 Barisal-Farid-

putRoed __I. R 

cHAR-I
 
CHAR-
1f-_DRASA O1N!0 

*District and Subdivision -2:.-dquarters 

NUPIBER OF OTHER 'WATER I 	1,ODE OF I n GO.BF 
RAIL ROAD TRANSPORT TRAINSPORT TRANSPORT 
STATIONS I WITHIN TO SUEDIV TO 1JD.T-

THANdA HEADQUAR- R I HQ. 
_ _ __ 	 _ TERS. 

-
4 ;,inor N/A I ,/A 

Baby,Taxi Baby
6 N/A 	 Cart, Txi, 
Train Cart, 
(3 Hrs) Train 

(3 Hrs)f3-___s) 
3 N/A Train & Foot, 

Bus Train 
1 (4 Hrs ) (4 Hrs) 

Boats in Rickshaw 	 Rickshaw i0 rainy and Bus T:r.Busseason 	 (2- Hrs) I2 _:rs) 
Loats in Bus and Bus and 

0 rainy Baby Taxi Ia,.y Tay 
season (17 j (, 

Boats i' ILaunch.oat c Miand --airch 
00flood 1 C 'rt 

r ll-.. seaso (2 Hrs) 	 ( 

Boats J Launch ",

0 lcod a.-c C-.r
 

season 
 (3 r_'r N t 



SU'T 

T 

E,. 

:.-TOP 

D 

J:Ti,CLE ACCESS 
C H,. Q.' --R ETI.._, 

R 

,NUP-J,--O 
RLAUN.CH OR 

S TEAI,.R 
ROUTES 

I ;!E F.. OTHER TERiTiD.ROFOHEKR"'-
PLIL ROAD T,-. .,-tPC-.P-..OSTATIONS WITHIN-i 

IT -.- : 

TO 

E' OF 

SUD, 

P1AGSHA -. iles None Train 

.AI6D I_rive-
ilnon5 

I -

Gorai 

- I -_lonTrain 
(1 rs) 

JB-A 
i 23 A&iiles 

1717 miles 
planned. or0 
under cons-
truction 

7 
Small 
boats in 
flood 

season 

;y.. 

GI GGHAT 

Jx 

-c PIilesc a 

101 mi les 

INDOplanned orunder cons- 2 E ot tssflood in or02orT-r1!j. n 

* Subdivision 

truction 

Heaquarters 

season (1 .1' 

.__ 

IDIS. TO 

Train and 

(3 Hrs) 

I Train 
and Bus(3 Hrs) 

Bus or
 
Train 
(1( Hr.) 

Train-u 

(1 Hr-,)
 



SUBDIV: 
1MADARIPUR 


THANA 


SHIDCHAR 


RAJOIR 


* 
rADARIPUR 


KALKINI 


APPROX 
MILES OF 

ALL WEA-
THER ROAD 


( HBB &
PUCCA ) 

None 


7.5 Miles 


15 Miles 


9 Miles 


VEiICLE ACCESS 
FROM THAN.A H. Q. 
TO R&H NETWORK 

None 


Faridpur-

Barisal road 

passes 


through
thana
 

R&H Road 

connects 

Town to Bari-

sal Faridpur
 
Road.
 

Faridpur-

Barisal Road 

passes thre-

ugh Thana. 


?NUP2ER OF 
REGULAR 
LAUNCH 	 OR 
STEAM:'ER 


ROUTES 


1 


0 


4 

0 


1c1"'UivER OTHER 
OF RAIL WATER 
ROAD TRAi SPORT 
STATIONS WITHIN 


THNA
 

Boats in 

0 flood 


season 


Boats in
0 	 flood 

season 


Boats in 


0 	 flood 

season
 

Boats in
0 flood 

aoand 


iQODE 0 
TRANSPORT 

TO SUBDIV 

H.Q. 


Foot or 

Cart and 


Launch 
1 (6 Hrs.) 

Bus 

(1 Hr.) 


N/A 


Rickshaw, 


Bus 

(121 Hrs) 


1MODE 	 OF 
TRANSPORT
 
TO DIST.
 
H.Q.
 

Foot,
 
Launch 	and
 

Bus
 
(8 Hrs)
 

Bus
 
(2- Hrs)
 

Bus 

(2 Hrs)
 

Rickshaw
 
and Bus
 
(4 Hrs)
 

* Subdivisior Headquarters 



DIV APPROX -- IL.SC 	 C -. O .,@ - , 17 " TRNSPORTOF ALL WEEA- - AN , HQ R G L RAIL ROAD Y- T 	 TO7T R R O(jAD TO~R& { 	 TR-<SPR ."ORK? 1NETI ST T-RAULLiH',3 T i; "TI . ... 

-I.(HEB & PU7 JCCA)S'Ai
_ROUTES 

...... -.. DitUA 
-c 	 t TiRP1-0 ,.11:iles None 2 0 flood Lunch 

,season i Con-"-- IJus (6 
s._ and 

Bo- Launch Hrs'and 

J1JRA 2 Miles None 	 2 0 flood a"0 seaso U.Bus

seasonand R4;-. (7 Hrs)

shaw ( t' --.-s 
Boats in Foot rr TFo ot 	or
NARTL 	 None 
 None 	 2 
 0 flood Ricksha, Rickshaw,
 

season 2 Hrs) Launch a-

BE~DA~ANs Bus(9 Hrs)soeoon 
GSH7EDAR=fT 	 Boats in Foot or
2JNone 	 Foot
None 
 0 
 0 flood 
 Ric ,schaw
season 2-3 Hrs) 	 Launch and 

Bus(10Hrs)Boats -in
GOG/qAH=UUT 2 Miles 	 Foot and Foot,1'ie 3 	 0 flood BFoat Launch" 

Boats in B,:oat Boat

D;JAUDDYA 
 None 
 None 
 0 
 0 flood 
 Rickshaw 
 Rickshaw
 

season 
 and 
 Bus and

"Launch 
 Launch
(_____s) 

(10 Hrs) 
*Subdivision Headquarters 



S~!V~ PR0XIPCILES OF VEH CLj ACCESSFRO.: TIIHANA HQ 
[ALL WEP1-- TO R&H NETWORK 
JT}HEi ROAD 

(HB & 
PU CCA ) _A
 

G1PALA-NJ/ 11 r,iles 

TONGIBARA 
 7?iles 	 planned orunder cons-


truction 

KOT'5)AL.T-


2 'eil None
es 


27 U1iles 

KASIANI 
 11 Miles 	 plan-ned or 


under cons-

truction.
 

12 Miles 

MgUKSUD-
 Kutcl-a Roads
FonedpuraRoad° 


Sbdiio Hedq Faridpur Road,
 

*Subdivision Headquarters
 

MN IBER OF) NTLI.'h ER JREGULAR RAIL 
LAUNCH OR ROAD 
STEAf[R S .ATIONS 
ROUTES 

4 0ioI
 
0 0 


PARA 

0 4 

40 

OThER MOEO ID FWATER TRA1-SPORT TRAi'!SPOR T 
TRAriSPORT TO SUBDTV TO DIST.
WITHIN H.Q. H. Q. 
THANA 

I__ 

Boats in
 

N/A 	 Launch
season 
 (6 His) 

Boats in Boa Bo~t,Bus 
flood i Boa
 

season(8 Hrs) 
 !and 
Foot
season 
 (10 Hrs)
 

Bo.ts in Boat and_.a"
-and
,_I and
 
flood 
 foot 'Bus
 
season 
 (5 Hrs) (:0 Hrs)
 

Boats in Boat andj On foot
flood f Ctseason 	 and bus25 miles 	 (5 Hrs) 



C. Roads 

1. Numnber and Type
 

Faridnur has anproximately 179 miles of paved (metaled or
herring bone) rods, The lods and Hirhways Directorate (R&H)
co-structed and maintains aooroximatoly 105 of thecT miles.
The other 74 miles are under tho jurisdiction of the District 
Council, which is also resnonsible for 126 miles of e.rth
 
ro :ds.
 

The "&H roads h',ve . nomin. 12 foot cirria o-:,y withvidi
varylin shoulder widths. The District Council 
 , roijs
have surf'tce widths ran,-in% from 8 to 12 foet with non
sta.nd.r1] shoulder widths. The earth rols un">:' the Di:trict
Council arc, in effoct, little more than -,njlc lari tra.cks
alooir hand-cnnstructed embankments of v,.ry.n- h"i :ht2 .nf-!
 
widths.
 

There are also local earth roads under the jurisrictinri of

th-,in. comncils and 
union councils. ifoLvover, these are
 
,ri)2rily footpaths 
 alon- n:irrow irri-;ition embanlvcm:;.nts

tracks for bullock crts 

or
 
linkinr vlla--cs to io . hats in!


z."rzrs. In 
smc of the south ',-nd eastern th.r, s the l;.ck: ofbrid..-Tc's or culvori-s Trcludet ,ven the ofuse bullock c ..rts. 

The --,.1ftr;omly low level of road dcv.lo,.:W: of F,-!ridur
.xenpli:rie.1 is 

in the following st,'tistics. F"'.i :hur h'.-. only
~. miljs of r o oareni100,000 u::son. cCo;A-i':)(1 tv.,hn"ti..onal
civor>:le of 23.0. 100Per squar2 Tiles, th-I,.i2vict!".L'S only13.1. In both th oseof road cnv.oorioee -.nd in 2very ot'i.. 
ro'c. ."s ronont e-xarn-,.,0, Fariiburrnkct either 1 ,'tor next 
to .-st mn.-, the "Lftricts of ,nf.".lniesh, 

http:sta.nd.r1


2. )T;jtr 

The principal rortL routc to tho south in Faridpur Distrie ota:ts 
at 1Le ferry landing at Goalundo Ghat and proceeds :mnutherly 
lir.<ing the population centers of Faridpuz Town, Talma, Bhanga, 
Taeerhat, )ajoir, r-p' ur and bhurgha"Ga before cr:ssing into 

Barisal District. 

The main r- tec to t 1":stcomnencos at Parj.dpur Town and pro
oeeds westo-:ly th.rou.;h the principal -i!.:s of Malkandi, 
Nadhukha~i4 and KaRivi'cim].i r!. the i.ladh'.xati liver. }Ire a ferry 
provides access to uc,.4Lira:da, !-dht.'amd Jcss,re. 

Typical distances on these rrtcia. roads are: 

Faridpur - Rajbari. 1? miles 
Faridpur - K..markhali 20 mils 

Fa IdpT.:. - Barisa. 46 miles 

Nadaripur oonmection 6 mi:,-s 
Goalundo Ghat connection 6 miles 

Currently the 'Roads& Highways Directorate has under construction
 

a north-south routo on the western side of the districlU linking
 
Faridpur Town with the thanas of Boalmari, Kasiani and Gopalganj
 

subdivision, a distance of about 71 miles. (See FigurerS).
 

In the planning stage at this timo is a cerntral oast-.w,3t road 
from IMaea, on the ba1s of' the Padma River, westerly through 

Sibchar crossing the present R&1 ncrth-.south road in Bhaa 

thana then-ce passino Miuksudpur, Kasiani and on to Bhatis:, araghat 
on the Jessore bordor. This road will be part of the Dscca



- 11 -

District and land acquisition is rocoaein .n Faruidlnur, but 

constructir-n will not begin in F-rid-pur for some time. 

3. .I>.rry System 

A numbr of ferri:3 link -.he R&H ro-ils .t the oinjor riv,)r 

cr, ssi~,c. Th." ,!-iin fe,:ry, a l'i're ca'acity w hicle ty .o, 

"'j-er-...by the Inland Wat-rvays Directorvte, c,-,rn ots 

Goalund]o ,gh't ,',ith Arichu. an41 nrovi'.is th!: -)rincirvl t.rs

=':rt a.CCeS to D2cc,. 

r ix ,,iotorizcfl, limitC c TCity farrieus rr used on theliR&H 
r,'.d frm. F -riJ7ur to 1urisol. Two m:,otorized fe-ries are in 

:jx.n on. t' F'.-ri:7T)ur- ."Ur'. route. 

S.orce o.)f Tr,.r ic 

The totl nuber of motor vchicl re;istOr d in Faridniur 

.ring 906. TcOle Th0 number these1976-77vas (see 2). of 

v;:. icles h t are ctulv S-rvicoible anI on tho rod is 

probably .mich less, 

TidM]E 2 

NUIB.R OF GI YP...I, . V. -iCL., (1976-77).,, ... 


PuVs (T(,- Aruc,,,, 	 Tuck/ T .xi Cr r ,' 1 
Tract<r Ccle 

1o6 89 2 4 72 24 59 15 327 906 

http:nrovi'.is


in 12 

roa4 mileage, rQad transport is clearly )lot the major mode ofC
 

transport in FarLdpur.
 

Based on a traiffic count done for the Bangladesh Transport
 

urvey in 1974, the Faridpur-Jessore R&H road averaged about
 

365 vehic.es a day 80% of which were trucks and buses. Of this
 

traffic only 45. of the trucks and 60% of the buses were going
 

to or coming f-rom poi'nts in Faridpur, with the others
 

only transiti; Faridpur on their way to Dacct or another district. 

D. Rail 

1. i'iilrae and Routcs 

There are r;proxi;',ate].y 110 miles of broad gauge single track 

railway in Paridpur District. The general direction of the 

railway ss!eon is to the northwest feeding into the national 

broad gauge trunk line, which provides acce.;s south to Jessore 

and Khulna ,nd north across the Hardinge Bridge to North Bengal. 

There are two main rail links ..in.the..dif"trict, The eastern branch 
line starts at Talma and connects Faridpur Town, Goalundo Ghat, 

Rajbari A Kalukhali prior to proceeding on to Pangsa and 

Iushtia, The western branch begins near the Jessore border at 

Phatiaparaghat in Kasiani thana and proceeds northward linking 

Boalmar'L and PIadhukhali before joining the eastern branch at 

Kalukhali, ?Iow under construction is the extension of the 

eastern bmrnch rail line from Faridpur southward to Barisal, It 

is expecte(. that another five miles beyond Talma will be opened 

this year. 

http:vehic.es
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On the western bvanth line t o trains .u,. daily each, wy from 

Bhatiaparaghat to Kalukhali line L-nd pvovid!,. t±.,...ucn (A3) rail

way stations with passenger and comrmodity :rvicc, 

On the eastern branch line eight trains run daily r.ach way from 

Talma to Pangsa serving twenty railway stations along the way.
 

3. SQurces of Traffic
 

The railway system provides for transfer of passengers and
 

commodities only at the railway stations. Consequently, the
 

movement of goods is restricted to the lateral area of influencc
 

along the rail lines.
 

The principal locations for transfer of goods are the following
 

main population centers: Bhatiaparaghat, Kasiani, Boalmri,
 

Niadhukhali and Jamalpur on the western branch and Talnma,
 

Faridpur, Goalundoghat, Rajbari and Pangsa on the eastern
 

branch.
 

E. Water
 

1. Waterway Network
 

Since Faridpur is a riverine district it is not surprising
 

that the waterways are the main mode of transport. The main
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wttcrwriys in thc dlistrict raccordingto the Bangladesh Inlaind 

'atI.rw-y Trinsmrt Authority (BI,VTA) arc classified in T-:ble 3. 
Cu I "vvi;carways -.rce i!-,ortaint natinal waIterways, Class II 

.are inm(ort-t dlistrict watorways and Class III are imnortant 

CL~IIC ; ON0... IN',L \ND !ATER"11AYS FiAR IDPUR 

t 1ls N-Iric of Ia*:r1 aximui vosrscl 
k_1xu-.w'ht at 
low-viater 

TI ;.1ha' i-Jm Ricr 6' 

0th'' rtmt K.r:r':in F to ic)ur -.r. tho Kurnr , Sal an, hJ 

' ur i. Ht 1 is 1) -

Cor wilvr~ r: -!ft c,)untrw h: 's ::r ~vl jr-.cs 

2. L.-unch GILt:: 

~ ~y,'j~:i. scFi.-uri 1). !ji)J rnaj or ii',unch :-atS 

1 'c~ie~ (n: nPaQvaRlivr P:- to ).rc GS'inno1it, Ten!,
10 c ' 1 uhIijfl.1 - 1 12 01 inc -'lhit,;QT1 l 2. 'bn, 
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the Dcc3-Barisal route include adarinur, Sureswar, 3hederganj 
nn. )".rmu.. iy. G3o.iganJ "nd Takerhat are the most important 

launch hts the elo.n i]oute, 

3. Major Rauto 

The ;mjir r::utes follow alonC, the Class I ind Class II w.ter
wa'ys. , routs nrivrily link towns in Faridnur with tho 

' Cen.i].].., anddistrict , ,3 Of Dacca, -irnisalKhulna. 

A lis r.- of h-.",jor la-unch routs nl their arnroximate 

mj.le .:o is 'iv.n in Ta:-,]. '4. 

,'A,_LI 4 

N"AJO) LAUTCh, O'PZ.r 

(Li<'ut
1>
9 ~ , 

.. Arica- -:alw.' c;"hut 21 ;.'iil r s 
G s.c?'". -'t 


2.. Dj-cc: -Goi, ' :h'.t 


2. Chan'".u - .4_vils 

I". 101 )milos 

'3~ ~ JAc.. v!--,r 1ni.lcs 
6. - -urcs.,r '30 il s 

7.i 1 ."r inur 53 :" -,
 
8.__ LO5 -I !,: r i'nur Q0.rr il; 
9. "u111 -T uh-C1 108 riilcs 

10. 4"ti7]-L;:nj7 oils 

F. 

Th i-r; co, m.rci,l "t s.-rvico to or from 
Far :I -ur .U: r ict. 



I I. GEN, RAL 3A.CKGRUf{D 

A. Hstr 

The l:.nd co:s-t. nting the present d.istrict of Faridpur has been 
associated with ancicnt hLstory, (especially with the Hindu 
rulers of independent -ingidonm lIke hose of the Pal Dynasty 
and Son Dinasty. In 1203,,,-the iVLusi advonturer, Bakhtiar 
Khilj. invaded Benga±L and the iin6u ru.cr Lakshman Sen deserted 
his capital at Nabadwip and settle,.. in the eastern region. 
Subsequently iliohanwmad Toghlak conq uer ed castern Bengal in 1330; 
and when his Governer died in 133', FYkhruddin, the Governor's 
armour bearer, seized the government and thus started the er.a 
of independent sultanate of Be igai. 

In 1574 Emperor Akbar sent Viurad Khan for the conquest of 
southeast Bengal. The latter's conquest led to his settJing
 
himself in Fatehabad which eventually formed the present
 
Faridpur town.
 

After suppressing the Bara Bhuiyas (i.e. twelve king
 
landlords), Mvoghul rule was consolidated in Eastern Bengal 
by Governor Isa Khan in 1608. lie mado his capital at Dacca, 
with Faridpur as a part of the whole region commanded by Dacca. 

When the British rulers secured The Diwani of Bengal, Bihar 
and Orissa in 1765, the northwes;, region of Faridpi.r was 
included in Rajshahi and the remaining areas wore left in Dacca. 
At the time of permanent settlc' ent, tho various areas were 
rcorganijcd and ,oIt t, district of Faridpur was created. 
Goalundo Subdivision was cons';ituted i 1871 and Piladaripur 
Subdivision wa7s trarnsferoed to FarJdpur from Bakerganj in 
1873. 
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About 1820 AID,, Haj Shariatu$lah, a dstjinguished man Qf 

13ahadurpur In the Sltbdivigion Qf Madaripir, oame back from 

Necca n.nd startecd a socio-religious movement aaie the Fargzi
 

movement. This eventually turnel into a political movemert 

to oppose British rule. A new subdivision has recently been 

oreated by the Government of Ban-.1desh; arid the name given 

to it is Sharihtpur, in memory of the g.reat name of Shariat, 

ulJ.ah. 

B. District Administration. 

The civil ad, .inistration of the Dist-icts today is headed by 

a Deputy Commissioner, who combines the furiction of the Dis

trict Ma, istrate, Collector of Lanci Revenue, maintenance of 

law and order and overall coordination of' all developmental 

activities. 1He is assisted by three Additional Deputy Commi

ssioners at t;he district ]cvol sind a number of' Subdivisionml 

Officers (S.D.O's) who work in tht-e subtivi.i*ns. The subdivi

sions are the middle level administrative units supported by 

thana administration at lower level. The thana administration 

is also un,-er t!he contro! of subdivisional office:rs; but local 

attention to maintenance of law and order and supervision and 

execution of developmental activities at local levels are or

ganised through thana-based official. Dcve lormr-ntal activi
ties ,t thina leyel a"e usually supervi-d . Yd coordinated by 

thre Ciricle Officer (Developmrent) on beh,'Alf of the Subdivisional 

Officer. Beyond the thanas, there aru unions _nd villages 

whic.n can be treated :as loc, 1 admirilatra ;ive unit-s at grass 

roots. Faridpur Di::-trict has 5 subdi.visiori-, 26 thanas, 308 
u.nion: and 3,o' villag.cs, 

http:villag.cs
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C° Demographiq
 

The 1974 census ostimates the populatior of ParidpuV Distrijt
 

to bc 4-D.59,5%1. The population density (including river s)
 

is 1,521, making Faridpur the fifth most densely populated
 

district in Bangladesh. The density is higher than in1 any
 

other district in the southwest region (Kushtia, Jessore,
 

Khulna, Earisal, and Patuakhali), but it is somewhat lower 

than neighboring Dacca District across the Padma River.
 

There is some moderate variation in densities among the
 

district's subdivisions. MV3daripur and ShAriatpr
 

subdivisions combined have the highest densities at 1,681 

persons per square mile. They are followed by Sada3r and 
Gop:- iganj subdivisions with 1,482 and 1,476 p,.&ons per square 

mile respectjv-ly. The lowest donsity is I'oI. In Goalundo 
Subdivision w.th 1. 326 persons ;xer squ..e m-.Le. H-wCver, 

because thi,.. dcisitics reported in the 1974 census cover an 

area which irc]. ,e, ,ivcrs, it is, likely that the density of 

the two highly riverin< subdivisions, iXadaripur and 

Shariatpur, is even greator than the above figures suggested. 

Even though the density of Faridpur is very hi.gh tho 

population is overwhelming rural, 97% according to the 1974
 

Census. The remaining urban population of only 3% is
 

considerably less than the national urban average of 8.8%.
 

Within the district the urban concentration is highest in the
 

Sadar Subdivision, which includes Faridpur Town (4.3% urban) 

and lowest in Gopalganj Subdivision (1.6% urban). Goalundo 

Subdivision in the north has an urban population of 3.9%, 

and the combined Padarpur/Shariatpur Subdivisions in tho 

southeast have an urban population of 2.1%. 
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A curious factor 1s Fnridpur's "rcry low intereenpa
(1961-1974,) prowth rate of 2"?.75,whioll Wpam tho Imwet Among 

n,. thC d.strcat in Pnngladcsh, Th-; wp' tirAon i norcaeep 
for thr. oountry as a whol.-; a0.6; tho rmigo ofwas and 
inc:oigses for thu di.tricts var+.ud from 27.7% to 61.5%. 

Avail.able data do not account for the estimated low 

growth rat:' of the district. 't is possibly that a 

substantially higher degroc of figration to other districts,
 

both permanent and seasonal in character may partially 

explain this phenomenon. Higher casualty rates and 

migration during the War in 1971 may also have affected the 

g.rowth. 
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III. PHYSICAL AND MVIRONMENTAL FEATUR 

A. Physical Geograph
 

1. Location
 

Faridpur District, located in the south-central portion of thu
 
country in Dacca Division, has an area of 2,669 square miles
 
(sq.mi). 
 It is the second smallest of the four districts. The
 
district has common borders with a number of other districts
 
including Pabna on the north, Dacca and Comilla on the northeast
 
and east, Barisal on the south, Khulna on the southwest, and
 
Jessore and Kushtia on the west and northwest, respectively. The
 
district lies betwcen 220-45
 ' and 230-55 ' north latitude and
 
890-15 ' and 900-40, east longitude.
 

2. Toographv
 

Since the district is entirely an alluvial deposit, significant
 
topographic features are limited. 
 The district exhibits
 
relatively little relief except for those areas where silt
 
deposition has raised the general land level above that of
 
surrounding areas. There arc, nonetheless, three distinct
 
topographic areas. The north is relatively high and dry during
 
all but the rainy season with the extreme northwest much like
 
the adjoining portions of Kushtia and Jessore. 
 The southeast
 
exhibits a network of water channcls which are numerous and pose
 
a topographic constraint to road development. The southern
 
portion of the district, which is only a few feet above sea level,
 
is lower than the rest of the district with the only high land
 
being formed by silt deposition along rivers.
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3. Geology and Soils 

The district consists entirely of recent alluvIum deposited by 

the Ganges and Padma Rivers. There is sorne ev.1dence of subsi

in the southern portion of the district,dcnoe in the b-.el area 

The country has been divided into four sei.-mic ,6one: by the 

Meteorological Dept. of Bangladush. F-.ridpur District is 

considerued to be within zone 3, meaning that corthquakes are 

likely to have only vcry light intensity -and r generally not 

a prob]r. 

The bulk .f th(. district contains mainly Calcareous Dark Grey 

Floodplain Soils with Cf-icareous Brown Floudplin Soils occurring 

mainly on ridgu crests. In the southern portion of the district 

between thc. southe-rn district bounrdary ani Ksiani and Rajoir, 

Ncnc-Icareous Dark Grey Floodplain Soils -,.re evident except in 

the beel areas where beds of impur. peat predominate. On basin 

mairgins this peat is often overlain by a shallow layer of clay. 

Generally it is displaced by Calcareous Brown Floodplain Soils 

and Calcareous Dark Grey Floodplain Soils among major rivers. 

Figure 2 shows district soil mapping units. 

E. Hydrology 

1. Climate
 

Temperatures in the district are at a minimum in January, .ise 

to a high in April or May and gradually fall to tho January low. 

Seasonal temperatures are described in the following table, 



MAP INDEX
 

SOIL UNIT 
 DESCRIPTION
 
NUrGER 

1. 	 Calcareous silts and sands on-,'',
 

charland. Calcareous loams7 
clays in part of north Farid 
 :-. 

2. 	 Loam on ridges. Friable 'cL 6 
basins. Mainly silts on new : 
alluvial land. All soils e . 
calcareous and mainly perme 
 :,
 

4. Clays occupy about 80% O. ,. 

mainly on basins and on lov. 
These are "swelling" clays.' tS 
ridges have loams, rarely san. 
Loamy soils are permeable exa 4 
where they have a strong plo p:n. 
Clays are well structured and
 
have moderate permeability.
 

Peat and muck, sometimes with 
 +Cclay 
toPsoil. Soils with mudky Iayers 
have low bearing capacity and Cannot
 
support .;en and bullocks, or 

reportedly even rice seedlings' in 
some cases. rvucky layers would, 
shrink and harden irreversibljy:'f 

allowed to dry out, making apo
 
medium for plant growth.
 

lb 
 Mixed sands and silts.
 

12 	 Calcareous Alluvium and Calcareous 

Brown Floodplain Soils. 
Sand and
 
Silts on charland. Loams and 'ilty
 
clays on high levee.
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TABL* 5, 
SEASONAL TEMPERATURE VARIATION 

Seas on Maximum Minimum
 
mean mean 

Dry Summer 1.072.8
 
Junee)(rareh to 


Ions oon 
 87.5CF 77.5 OF(July to October)
 
Winter 
 78,7°F 565CF
 

(November to Feb)
 

Source: iVeteorological Dept. Chittagong.
 
In general, rainfa.. tnho
in district varies moderately with
 
geographic 
 location. The northwestern portion of the district 
generally receives more than the southeastern portion but the
 
variation is less than ten inches annually. 
Variations in
 
rainfall from toyear year, however, can be substantial. While 
the average annual rainfall in the district is-rit l 115 about 70 inches,
 
approxiately 115 inches abo t 7 
in hes
fell in each the years 1973 and 19714 In
 
contrast, less 
than 60 inches fell in 1972. 
 Since most of the
 
annual rainfall generally occurs from June through October, it
 
is an extremely important hydrologic factor in the district.
 

Because of its geographic location, the climate of Faridpur
 
District is unique among the four districts. The eastern
 

portion of the distric-c.lics in what is considered to be the
 
border area between the olimatic zones 
of the country.
 



Through this border area maritime air masses extend northward,
 

especially during the months of VI'arch to June, to separate the
 

predominantak continental air of the easterr 
and western clima

tic zones. This is caused 
not only by a high pressure "push" 

from the Bay of Bengal but by a low pressure "pull" from the 

continental zones, as well, The air movements, formed mainly by
 

the differential heating and cooling rates of air over water
 

versus air 
over land,are sufficient to 
overcome the continental
 

air mass which, in the winter, extends into the Bay of Bengal.
 

Where those maritime and continental air masses meet, thunder

storms (often called northwesters) are the result. 
Bhedarganj
 

and Madaripur thanas 
are particularly affected by thunderstorms
 

formed through this process.
 

Cyclones have struck Faridpur on numerous occasions, often
 

causing considerable damage to life and property. 
 Cyclones
 

occurred in 1912, 1919, 1961 
and 1966. Tornadoes struck most
 

recently in 1967 and 1968.
 

2. Surface Water
 

Surface water, oither as rivers or lakes: dominates much of 

Faridpur District. The district is bounded on the north by the 

Ganges River, on the northeast by the Padma River, on the east 

by the Lower Meghna River and on the west by the Ddhumati and 

Garai Rivers.
 



The rivers of the interior of the dli.rict Ehow the impo'"tanoe
of the Ganges which once f~1cw::,, , .: thu wOt of Faridpur, The 

me:i maximum, mean minm mind mean annual fl ows of the Ganges 
PLVer at 1-iardinge. rridgu are 1, 730, 65 and 415 thoun. cui.
fe,t per oecO:,I roncfs). 

The Garai iver leaves the Ganges in the northwest cori'cr of 
the district and with the Mdhumati forms the western Eistrict 
border with "essore. Principal tributaries include t-L. Kwnar. 
1'ab;,ganga aril Kaliganga Rivers. 

Tie Arial Khan flows in the southeastern portion of the district, 
receiving flows fro. the Bhadrasan and Palong Rivers, and 
flowing out of the district southeast of Kalkini. 

The Pad.a Rivor is a broad waterway con:istinrT of several 
channels betw&en shifting briks and islands or chars. It is 
navigable ::KLl year. It bogins to rise in July, as a rosult of 
the flcoding of the Jamuna wri3ch joins w7'_ Th tho Ganges near 
Goal~nd~.,c~.iT, This rise is usually nen' befo:_c the flood 
waters of tUe G:Mc. flow. Figure .1-!ustrates the major 
rive(rs of th cL - U, 

'hec.arla"gest s:- C.2 'eI ara r)111es to's s;outheirn arc-, of the 
di strict, 
G o i : -ij 

extendi:Lr 
.- ' .. 

fron tC. 
"...... 

' cb:ounzL<': ooutfl,,±raeaL 

this :;'a is one v.. SW ,. ... .... ,f.. . - .' 
durinr ':he diy season. Dur. tAc 1.'1y s c n uxpand 

into 1l ,.s. 

http:Goal~nd~.,c~.iT
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With the excoetinn of a smqll area generlly lying between 
Palpatz, Bhedoiranj nnd the Parim River, the entire district 
c'nsists (.f m-iinly deeply floodjd land. In gnera-1l, the 
centrnl and southern areais -re m:..,re poorly drAinc! thin the 
northwet T )rti-n of the district. The aforoe;ienti nedo cop

ti:-n is mainly seosrnnlly wet and sh'oljlwly fl.- d in basin 
areacj. Fi.<ure 3 indicatcs district land lvels in rel..tin 
to flo'-ling:. 

Since a large nart of the district slopes .en,.;,ally away fr.i 
the rivers, it is subject to c..tisi:er-bl2 flo °in, - *Jurln. the 
wet seas-,n. In gneril, unless the Ganges an, Jimuna

Br-hmanutra. fldA sta.gos coincide, the hi,h..-r areas in thu, 
nrvthw1c;-tcrn r.rti,,n uf the district dl n.,:t flo-:.d. Fl: d.nr 
affects Fa.ri:lnur District with a balancin effect, hoever. 

If thu floods are !,w, the hiruh,r area 3o fl derivnot !,, 

ing., them of moisture ind silt to r.)nuw the s!,il. On -the other 
hand! if l ds are hif-h and of 1 ong Iur-.ti -n, they may dan.%e 
the lowl.n. creas. jor fl,.c:ls h ve i)ccuir. in 1787, 1824, 
1838, 1870-71, 1954, 1958, 1968, 1970 nnd 1974. 

Of 0:he 2,669 square mile are-i of the di.trict, aylrcxia tely 

1,1?9 sou.ar.' mriles (L2}%) are normally fl: Kio-1 !lurin th-, wit 
9, ls;- n, Of the 26 th!inas in the olistrict, tie fllvin: are 
n::rmally :affected; G~qalunrlu'hlt, Balia kandi, TBhano., 

,ifad-in':a, "iuk.udur, Kasiani, Naria, Pil'ng, Th .rlrnanj, 
Shi'-.chair, Pan's-i nd Dammudiy0i. 

3. Gr-un 't WateAr 

!'or:t of F-ri-InurD'istrkt is within the lD wr Gan.es fl. oInlain 
hyrng-l,.i r.ion, the xcen-tien bn the s luth-TIrnm 'r t. on 
n,.':a.r Qr'lf nj which is cinsidrc1 a.s within the zr'nre domoxating 



the salinity/freshwater grtzwi vater table, The bulk of the
 
district has 
an etimat,,d well depth requirement of 150 to
 
200 feet for a potential estimated flow of 2 to 3 cubic fect 
per second (4" dia,. Suitability for tubewell development is 
considered good. 0nly limited data are available, however. 

C. Environrjontal Features
 

1. Flor.
 

Faridpuir District flor arc dominated by aquatic varieties
 
due to the presence of standing water for a substantial portion
of the year, especially in the beel areas. Iost common plants 
are water lilies, reeds and grasses. Due to cultivation and
 
populaticn, disturbance of natural 
vegetation is widc:pc.2Ld n.n 
vai'ious types of vegetation, especially weedy types, are 
evidence theft there is littlc undisturbed, natural growth. 

Near the villares the most common trees are the Jival and Red
 
Cotton Tree. Date are
Palms found mainly in the north while 
Betel Nut trees are in evidence in the southern portion of the
 
district. 
 Cocoanut Palms are scattered except in Yiadaripur
 
and Palong Thanas where large numbers exist. Betel Nut and
 
Cocoanut Palms are 
declining due to 
a decrease in soil
 
salinity caused by tidal recession. Bamboos abound in the
 
distrit. 
A list of selected district flora is included in 
Annex II of the, 'olume Is Summary. There are no forested 
areas in the distria'r. 



2, Fauna 

While the wildlife habitat area in Ban ladesh has been reduced
 
drastically over the past 
one hundred years or less, Faridpur
 
District appears to have been even more severely affected than
 
much of the rest of the country. Old records describe much of
 
the district as "impenetrable morass" where rewards were paid
 
for killin, tigers, and wild buffaloes, leopards and wild pigs
 
abounded. Miomt of these species are absent today due to habi
tat reduction thrugh clearing -and cultivation. An importa! t 
point to note i that althouh neTrly 16% of the area of Bangla
desh is considered to be 
forest of some type, none are located
 

in Faridipur District. 

Among fauna, bird-s are particularly well represented in the 
district. Familie.3 present either seasonally or as residents 
include grebes, herons, storks, ducks, geese, eagles, hawks, 
buzzards, falcons, quail, plovers, sandpipers, pigeons, cuckoos,
 

parakeets, owls, kinefishers, woodpeckers and many others. In
 
all, 560 species are consider'ed resident, seasonal 
or likely
 

to be present in the district (Rashid, 1967). A complete list
 
of these birds ic, contained in the summary volume Annex.
 

A number of species cf mammals are present in the district,
 
althouph diversification of species appears to have changed
 
considerably within the relatively recent past due to popula
tion :,n( cultivation of most available land. Common mammals 
present are hares, porcupines, rats, mice and wild boar. 
Few
 
primates or carnivores are present. A number of bat species
 
are present in the district. A complete mammal li:t for all
 
four districts is included in the summary volume Annex.
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A number of frogs, toads, 2izards and snakes, both aquatic
 
and terrestrial, exist in the district. 
A list of reptiles

and amphibians for all four districts is included in Arnc.x II
 

A vast number of fish varieties abound in and adjacent to the
 
district during various seasons owing to the vast amounts oI
 
aquatic habitat which the district provides. A number are
 
coimieerciall" harvested and represent an important source of
 
protein. 
 Species represented include freshwater, estuarine
 
and r:iarine varieties. 
 Common fishes present include the
 
bhotki ( 
a aaa fish known locally as the 1orail machh),
 
scaleless f~shes (Order Siluridae) such as boal, pabda, chital,
 
pholium, ai.,, 
 baor, pangas and dhain; members of the herring 
family (chulpeidae) such as the popular hilsa, phansa and 
chela; kho-sola of the mullct tribe; tapsi machh (mango fish) 
of the perch family; bhola (cod); rui, katla, kalbaus and 
mirgal .1' the carp family; shellfish such as galda chingri
(prawns); and others such as sing (horned fish), chanda, balia, 
punti, lata and kai, a walkin, fish° Eels such as bain and
 
pankal ,re also evident. A complete list of fishes is
 
included in Annex 
 to the summary volume.
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IV. AGRICULTURE
 

A. Lend Utilization 

Annr-,ximately 1,283,160 icres of land in Faridpur are cultivat

able nf which 1,197,000 acrers woro used to raise crons in 1976. 

The rN-i: of cultivated1 land to cultiv:Ible la!.nd (cultivation 

intensit.y r-ttio) in F-rilnur is 93.4%, which is cn.: of the 
hi-:Vst in D,.nallod-.,h n,.is w-1. above the national averao 
of 88.9%. The COcr.7)in intensity ratio, which is an indicator 
of tho -v<rap nu 61 :1: of crois grown annually ner acre, is 

orlv 153( 1.53 cro-s ::o,,n )r acre)annd on tiis basis Fa.ridpur-...


r".nks ninrth ,:lrn thcie]itir of Banglrtcdsh,
 

Si.iiL':r -: ci'ee inny : of B3lltLh, the. cro-)')ing oa tNern 

F.,i:'iur :.c;nstr incA by the annual I,.'-th of flooi.ni, which
 

's 2itc*-n rndin ,,..ny a<r': i-, th ;' :, six fkeet. As a rusult, 
:.>'tut 55? f.Ft u vtc1 land in Fan'-ur is sin ,-lor 

3% ia !ub..<: cr,,necld and only 10% is trinlo cr:)n)ned, 

":oe of th,( .Iis,rict is -Tinte,1 in mixo'1 Aus and urondc-st 
(dc.p vit.-:r) Ari'n s.-,;cmtin.is f .lo,;u, by r-aii (wintcr) crops 

nth:1 riQ:.s and hsin mrarins. Secondary ].n. uses are B. 
Aman '.-Th ei:-ns .lyin; frllow or Aus with n .rt jute :Fo].].o'vod by 
T. *'. n.J Jow, ?hh.c MC-n-l-,anj reaDt basin la.nds .'",:-m.Inly 
B. A ii Ln ,r or, fo1!',, j iwbw. f"llo 

Th' avr~ri.o farr;m size in F-trid1.)ur, basc-14 on the 1960 ri'rJ.l
turdl C,'nss, W L. 3.2 acres a.nri this co'nn'r.r-) closely to the 
nati,;'nal av~r.-RT2 of 3.5 acres -,,,r farm. Thourh tho l:'tost 

http:s.-,;cmtin.is
http:flooi.ni


Agricultural Census data are not yet available, the average 
farm size in Faridour has probably decreased by about one acre
 
since 1960 a., a re.mJilt of the rani.d growth in population. A 
more detailed analysis of 1960 district and n:-ational farm size 
data is given in Table 6. 

TABLE . 6NUMIBER AND PERCENT OF i-APUMS BY SIZE, 1960 
(ACMS) 

0-0.5 0.5-2.4 2.5-4.9 Over 5 Total 

Faridpur 
# 
% 

46,330 
12 

172,190 
43 

105,030 
26 

74P,86o 
19 

398,410 
100% 

B .,4l'? 1esh # 802,630 2,367,250 1,615,020 1 354,580 6,139,480' 

13 39 26 22 10o 

B. Major Crotps 

Rice is by far the most important crop grown in the district 
and it is the major subsi,,tance crop. in 1975-76 rice was 
grown on 1,436,000 acres or roughly 7875 of the total crooped
acreige. The rice crop co'sists of the three miain groups
classified by sea:.onal characterstics, viz aus (autumn rice), 
am.n (Aintr. rie) ,j d boro (:,'ing rice) (see Table- 7 ). 
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The Aus qndI Amin cro' s are the moijor rice crons. Since most 
o-f tho ,:i;trict is medium low land with mrc.cert,ely perme, le'

i1, th" .us crom and B. Amitn cron arc often ,,own togethr 
from M:-iych to i-T h. The fids from the Gan,;es-Pi_,-_-River
usu' ly come in AarUS ";ii re s'Low risin. Hence, the 

Aus crcn i 'l:.w.,:d t!', "tur, n! is harvcstc. in July/Au-ust 
before: th, fl -- ak, The-C! B. , n crr,-, is .hlui, withstandto 
C );I'SiorTly d.:x:r wat,r andl c .n be h:.rve:ste- in November! 
December. Ove'r 80% of th::: rice in F~ri,1'ur is planted in this 
mixed Aus/B. ,-,mn vaittrn. 

. .L- 7
PROD)P1CTION SLAS;oT ROf F(CD CViAINS 

Ty-ie of F od Grain Sovrn Harvsted 

Aus Miarch/Anr il July/Au.-us t 
Tr, ns -lant od Aman July/AurTus t INIovember,/Doc eiber 

'.r., a t '.n M.rch/.May Novemb,-!r/Decem')er 

J : r." December/January .ril/June 

! 1,-!,-: t Hovumbr/Dccember February/imrch 
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Some of the thanas of Madariniir and Shariatnur subdivisions 

are not able to harvest the Aus crons because of early flood

iug,. These are?.s are thus planted entirely with B. Aman. 

!3. Armmn is also nlanted in the higher nortions of the Gopalgang 

hNol M.hich are dry durin7, the Iarch/April olqnting period. 

The 9oro crop, however, is the most important rice crop in 

Gonalganj and it is planted in the Marsh or beel areas as the 

waIter recedes in November through January. Although the Boro 

cro accounts for only about 5% of the total gr.ain acrea- in 

F-,ri.c ,-r, it uroduces 15% of tho district's grain. (Sce 

Table 8). This is because two thirds of the Boro croo in 

Fariduur (50,000 acres) is nlanteO in High Yielding Varieties 
(HyV). 
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TABLE 8
 

ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION OF CROPS 1974-75
 

Cron 


Local 


V 


r:.rn- Locil 

,)Lnte] HYV 


Tr-*tj. 

Brow -, o3road0c'" 
cr st HYV 

Total 


Loc-L 
Boro ioYV 

Total 


Local 

'rJht HYV 


To!ta! 

i
Other ] GrQrz ns 

Jute, 


Puss 

0il ,c ds 

.' r.rc ,26 

Frui t 

No, o.f acres 

sown (000) 


571 


573 


6 

0 


6 

6(4 
0 

661 


24 


)0 


74 


44 


1 


45 


8 

155 


10 


73 


17 


Poeduetion 

tons (000) 


*Jute baloe 

174 


2 


176 


3 
0 


3 

181 


0 

181 

13 


55 


68 


12 


1 


13 


1 

349* 


23 


13 


411 


46 


% of Di'tricl

Grain Produc4
 

tion
 
4-0
 

0
 

40
 

1
 
0
 

1 

41 

0 

41 

3 

12
 

15
 

3
 

0
 

3
 

0 
% of Ntioal 

Producti on
 

10
 

11
 

7 

6 

3
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On di trict; wide basis, however, only 3% of the total grain 
, is -,.ntcd 

,iio 

a~cr, U in HYV. This constitutes the lowest utili
f Y' t. iri:rn of any district in Bmngl.desh, The-re 

.,o n for Far:in,,ur' low ]fYV :adoptLion ra".te but therwru 

major conntrarints are (1) ;he lack of water control, both 
2drnnR~ md. irriation ind (2) the difficulty in providing

" 'r i'. 7Q qg'r.i m', :l ,xtoroionservices to remote areas)!:.: 

bec:uo3e of poor trqnnuort tion. 

,7,to' is the second most important c.on after rice and is grown 

- all the !;hanas of Faridour, rr.ttion -ily, the district 

.i. :',i.:n; W l.oaders in th. oroduction of jute, but the anrua. 
district qcreage varies because of the fluctuations in jute 
prices. 

t ; .o of tH: juto acreage is planted in white jute 

(Ca su :ri.,) .m '.41j is p1 ty,!L" Tos.: juto (01].itorius). 
The ' v. t, iu t: can to .. rP-.t, some flood in. and. is p].anted on 
the lowlads.rch abou.t ,idharvested between June and 
August. Tho ,os.i jute is nl:r-ted on higher lands arotacted 
from ths Mods., i'ror, April to Ml,.y and harve:ted between August 
7nd Ko'r/:-mber, ewr;..rU"lLy jute yields averape ,a.hout 1.0-16 
msunds per acr' in F,:-tarldur except for tMi, oro]. ific Chars of 
the Ganges-P:adma River where yields reach as high as 30 maunds. 

The a:rowingr o; on of jute di rectly competes with the Aus and 
B. Amin cr;o:s in Faridpur. Since jute is grown as a cash crop, 
the relative orices of rice and jute are the major d~terminant 
of the .c',eq:n rlantad in each crop. In genral , the farmer 
nrod' ,es enough. rice for his family needs; whether he plants 
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juto or rino. on tfh(v re'-Iiint~fg -Tro, d )ix:rlh :i t'?;niua.~jm r 

Pulses (DI) are tha third !nnjor rox grown in Faridpur arid 
.ccv,.nt for 5% of the total croned area, (See Table 8) 

a reo, on 103,974 acres thrcwhout the district as a 
r bi Cr0n, sr e of which is consumed by the farmer. Pulses 
ave a drr, seatson crop usu"-illy planted in November and harvested 
in M.'".rch. This growing season illows pulses to be planted in 

with mixed Aus/B. Aman crops on medium high J.,nds or 
,,:ri.+' ju" in the char areas. 

Oilseeds, narticularzly mustard and til (sesame), are grown as 
a rabi cron in the th.-Lnas of Rajoir, Madarinur, Kalkini and
 
Musludrur. C-roundnuts l grgrown as a rabi crop and there 
a'r,.,, f .vzrtan!y 8,000 -.cres under cultivation concentraiti,d in 
Goilandojhit, ,' r-',.r, ?>u-i:- and Sibchar. Oilseeds are sown 
in Nov. mh, r/iaoeemor aftar the B. Ammn or jute crop is harvest
ed. Tho croos -u-e then harvested in February/March just before 

;h3 Aus/-,. A--Tn croy) or jute is nlanted. Other si'mnificnt 
r'abi crois ia thc district are onions, zarlic and chillis -nd 

ure int, !i':: 9 roi S.d-rqitr, Bban.,T., V-MadiriT)ur and Goabl-roghat. 

The other imnort.nt crol) in Faridpur is sugar cane which is 
grown in two main are.s: Shariat-ur Subdivision and the north
west thinqs .rround the .adukhali su. ar mill. Sugar cane has 
.wo-.ve ,,ionth ,;rowing ocriod usurlly February to February. 
Since it takes up the land of two or more other crops the 
selling rice must be attrictive to induce the fa!rmer to plant 
it. 1'ost of the cane from Shzriatvur is locally crushed and 
m-idc into gur(indigenous sugar). The cane from the Madukhali 
rcgion is refined tato sugar at the mill and shinoed to other 

http:imnort.nt
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nnrts of the country. The.re are, however, major transuortation 
'v~'ob2.e~s in gettin; t!e cane from t'e farm to the sugar mill. 
The puolc, in rijvri, Pangsh'i and 3alilkandi thanvas who do not 

v,- *'o-re:'sto th.a r'.l lin-, ares otrticul-trly affected by the: 
l".ck of road transnor tation. 

. -.b wid,)o.,n1 c1lt.ivrtion of fruit crops in F'kridTur
 
Cven thoCnrgh ntio. .. y the district rani!s ninth in production,
 
In 1977'5 fruit ciiltiv-ition in P'iridpur covcred 16,940 acres
 
.n r
'oduced 45,'?77 tcns, mainly: mango, jackfruit, cocoanut, 

:n2,';u'., ncty :. , litchi, I emon 'n. custard auple. 

C. Mqrrketin 

The h t o- an,!haar2 inBn.<.hridsh aro prob .bly the most imort
'n .:+r.'Li-.s in theacountry. They are the main and some
timms .. ource of consumer goods, agricultural inputs and 
i .fcrmvt ion for t;.& rural f..rm- In addition, L1hey are the 
mriin cent-r' -vf local, ;,onmrcir-,.l -and social interaction. 

Accordin:-o the District Revenue Office there arc 421 hats 
and bazaars in F ridur District. These -re categorized into 
thrue classes and those hats and bazars :are summarized by 
subdivi.sion in Tal)Io 9 , 
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TA, E 9 

SYNOPSIS OF HATS AND BAZARS
 

Name o::. 	 Total No. Totl'. No. Total No. District 
Sub-D.visLon 	 of(l) "A" of(2)"B" o(3) "C" total
 

class hats class hats olass hats
 

L. 	 . dour -Sad.-z 6 12 110 128 
2. 	 1,dtaripur 3 4 81 88 

,. Sh'"riaim: 0 li 53 67 
4. Goa Ig j 0 12 66 28n 

5. Co'ilando 2 8 g0 	 60 

Total i 	 36050 	 421 

Not,,: 

(1) 	 Last three vo.a.rs average incomc of Hats atnd Bazars 
above 50,000/00 Tk. classified as "A" class. 

(2) 	 Lfast throe vcrs av:'rage i.'ncome of Hits and Baz:rs 
above !,000O00 Tk, to '50,000/00 Tk. classifid as"B" ;.ss 

(3) 	 L,st three years avrrage incon:. of . ts "-Ind Bazars 
unto 5,000/00 Tk. claissified as "C" cl-ass. 

Athough the District Rcvnue Office classification is a good 
indic'ltion of i;he numb'ir of m'-rkets in ech subdivision it is 
not. '."holly reiikb].c *ssessing market-r rlm.or,ce. This classi4 
fic -tion is not based upon the number of transactions or the 
numbor of uocole who attond the imarket, but only upon the orice 
the government 	 receives for leasing the rnarket. In some cases 
those nrices ar "fixed" to allow trivileged local institutions 
a sourc- of incomo. 
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In ordert to ot,.d. an accurate picture of the most i.mportctnt 
m.rk.s in F.ridnur these mnrkats w:re cousachLcked with the 
Agricultural MWrketing Director°Ire. The resul-ting n:omo, and 
lc at ions of tho dosigted in .ry and secondary mrkets are 
shown on thn mip given in Figiurc 4. The local hats and small
 
b];q"rs h.vo beon omi.ted from this map.
 

As iiicqt.d in '.blo 9, however, thorc ara numerous locnl
 
nmrk it in F'nrid' ur. Tyn'ic-l.ly these m'.rkets ar, smll ind
 
usual. sit on the bank of 
4 rivi.r or on the roadside under 
th, tr.o,, but some much larger. serve.d
mro The population 

by those .r...t. i limitd, j:nner illy within a ridub of a
 
few miles qn& 
the small amount of goods are usu'ilty brougit
 
by alc.d Jo. or -oa, TIh, f
small mnirketahble suru].us of the
 

. ...i then bought by reg.:ional t,-.ders (bpris and farias) 
'he. ,'n :th007c,;:-eclEci i..: 
to ,.major mrkt (Class A or 
Ciss 5) by bullock c"rt, country bo,.nt or shouldr sling.
 

Thae ma~jor uirk ts Yn ownr, by the Covurnment Revenue Denart
ment and leiseq out to izmrnd::irs, who collect m.rket tolls. 
Thes:o , .k ts v.ry in size bat cAn cover up to 15 acres of land 
and ,cl.u: wmmient stills, godowno and often a rice mill. 
Other i ,itutionglf.iJitieS sUCh 9s Post OMfica, Bank, 
Police Station :nd T oLoh one & Telegraph are also generally 
..vaMiblc. Som of' these m jor mar'ots snecialize in one 
co:modity. In Wcl"qrivur Subdivision, Sibchar, Utc-il and 
Chir,.u.i .e *t,05 orinc in, jute mrkets, while I-aturia is 
a major catt e m'rket. In tMe north, .".rrhn u;,d B.r..duli are 
Ni. ort'nt rice m.rkets. 

http:suru].us
http:Tyn'ic-l.ly
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Th bulk. of the co,,modities jn the major mark.,ts are coiicted

by th bcov.ris and farias 
and sold to wholesr.lors. In addition, th;) mark..ts oper-,te as sm-ll retaildays ,g many markc:ts but on hatas 25 th.usnd or more 'peonle visit the market 
to s]J.l th.cir urodiwee and buy agricultural iniouts mid consumer 

From the-,- mvrits. 'holslors airrango to tr.ansoort the 
eo".Io~iti s to oth x districts of B':-.n,lad,-sh. Most of the

:',-,sent from Faridour go D'cci Comll.lito ixi, by country 

' h thr.:: . s rl -oods_! fc-,c- nt byZxamrT)les of road to Dacc.,the ,'jorcommodity move'mnts from Faridpur are 
shown in Table 10, 

TA]E- 10
 
,. S SHIPPED FROf 
 FRIDPUR (1972-73)

Comilo i 'Lty Tonr.t uc, i cstin ?.i.aion Tri::nsoor t Mode 
SZ000 
 Comilla Country Boat
 

P Ii.cs 
 17,000 Dic - Country Boat 

Pulses0 Dac C Rod 
Fruit500
F_I. 500Com2. i I Country Boat 
.Firevood 27,000 Dacca Country Boat 
Raw Jute 53,000 D'cca Country Boat
 

w-: :]t;c: 
 41., 000 J<hulna Country Boat
 
a,.w ut:. 
 10,000 Khulna I Road
 

J Lue 5,000 Khulna a i .
 
;..! e' ,. J .(0,0 00 COm! i IDa 
 Country Boat 

.. r;, ~~~I 00[una -i,,A 1,:n -'ch.-tnisu:d 

VeS..l
 

http:Comll.li
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The inarlcetin1 of jute is basically the Namo as for th var 
agricultural croPs but the urocess is more strthetured and 
consists of three distinct stagess
 

(I) collction by bepearis and farias at 
the f .rmgate
 
or in local hats;
 

(2) transport to 
a baling center or secondary market;
 
(3)trnsport from the secondary market to the jute
 

mill or shipping point.
 

As- cv- be seen in Table 10, most of the raw 
jute from Faridpur
 
is sent to the 
jute mills in Dacca, Comil-L and Khulna for
 
processing. A smal.r Droportion is processed 
at the jute mill 
in Madariour or baled in Charmupuria or Goalundo and sent by 
nov,,rcd vcssci to Chalna for e-oort.
 

Tr-ins7yrtation or 
the lack of it is 
a.major factor in the
 
m.r.,ti< Da-ttorn of !£'aridiur. Currently, only 8 of the dist
rict's 36 Drimary (Class A) m-rkets .Lnd 3 
 of the district's 15
SonI-.ry (Cliss B) m-rkets aru servred 
by n all-weather ro-d.
 
(Seo "'ic.iu," 4) Of the m-.rkut:3 
not connected by all-weather roads
6 of tli(e r.,ry .nr,ts and] 2 of' the seconcidry markets have 
rail :rvJce but thu o Lh,-,r 32 markets must move hoir commodi
ties by boat, bu.lock cart or headload.
 

Some of these m-rkets such as Sureswar, Laukhola and Matbar 
Ch-r h-v (c'-, r .%ess to the Ginges-Padma River or other major 
'a':-.rw' 2 but otha.rs are riot so fortun,.Ite and when the flood 
,'i,.t'.rs recede aeft.are not ,-ible to ply on the shallow rivers 
th.j.t connect many important markets. 

http:i,.t'.rs
http:SonI-.ry
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The jute farmers have a particular oroblm at this time. 

Though the niarket rice is highor .fter the flood ,'.trs have 
receded, they cinnot tr'vLnsnort the jute to the- markets. The 
traders, aware of the, farmer's plight, are thus ble to iur

chases tho jute at well below the market Price before the 

floods subside. 

D. A ricultural InT)uts 

1. Irrigation and Flood Protection
 

As mentione., i.n s c tion -9, ,,t. r control, bolth for irri,-a.ticn
,ind dra , onc of the m,:t-' i! m,-jo. ;robiwms -dour. 

Cu :ntly, t~horo are th rnm.jor on-going, watcr control pro
jocts in Fairid'i'ur and th..se - re identified in Figure 5 

.... u o ,.h '- ,_ Pro * octT m'.:<A; l .,o ore J is F'_rid. ur which 

b, ,an in 197LP-75 and is ex-occted to covo.r 905,000 acres of 
.and in thirten tharias in Faridnur nc: two th,-,mnias in Kushti:. 

Thi..... mt.jor flood protectio,, ,,. irri, -- ion 

Sif eomol-ted wil. mot;ct 817,000 .. res from flood 
anci iri4a 65.3,000 '-cres. "?hi- project hoWevor is only 5% 
comnolote and it is unlikely th.q.t the nroject will be fully 

funded and finished fcr some time. 

T1c.1oth r two wcvtcr contr .' :cts ,re much sirn.1]C ' scnzs. 
Th T7raiPhuri. is to 40,000Projhurki i].°i.nneci orotect nores 
of land in Kejtuwilinp.r,, and GopIlganj thonas freroi flooding. 
This ore Ic t c:s ists of u'.dinig 115 miles of embankment 

diided ifto si-r polc,.,rJ, Ph--.o project -..gctn in 19?4.-75 and is 
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now about 15% complete. No comletion data is given but tho 
project has received annual government grants.
 

The third project is the rahabilitation of embankments, khals 
and structures along the Madarinur Beel Route, which runs from 
GoP7iganj to Takorhat. This Proj,?ct will protct 66,000 acres 
of land from flood and is currently 15% complete. 

Despite these three major Drojects all of which are in the
 
initial construction stage, Faridour lags behind the other
 
diitricts in 
 water control and irrigation. According to 1975-76 
statistics, only 66,630 .cres of land are irrigated in Faridpur. 
This figure ropr:,sent' only 6% of the net cultivated acrealge
 
of the district, and is one 
 of the lowest percentages in
 
Bangladesh.
 

In Faridpur low lift pumps have suppilied themain thrust of irri
gation development with the thanas of Bhanga, Rajoir, Kalkini
 
and Muk-ludour having the most purns. (See Table 11). The
 
average irrigated ar3a per pump is reportedly 32 acres. However,

there is reason to believe that this figure may be overstated. 

There -re currently 301 shallow tubewells in Faridour and 240
 
deep tubcwolls. 
 As can be seen in Table.ll the bulk of these
 
are 
in the northern part of the district. In some of the
 
southrn areas, especially Shariatpur Subdivision, deep tube
wells are not effective because of sai.inity. The experienco 
with tubewel2 irrigation has not been encouraging. There have 
been rmajor problems with reoair and maintenance as well as with 
organi.zation. The deep tubewells are designed to irrigate 
 n
 
average of 40 acres and the shallow tubewells approximately,
 
10-16 acres each. 
However, judging from responses to looal en
quires and observation little credence- can be given -bo 
such 

figures.
 

http:Table.ll
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These are rsinforccd by a recent renort in 12 districts stat

that 	 anding • nnly some 2/3 of the tubewells sunk were working 

thC:, w.roc only irri',ting about 5 acroo each,
 
TA:LiE. 11
 

POOR (-I-"P DELP Ttj."'iEiiS AND 
...ALL TU,. ..iE.L BY THANA AS OF 30-6-78 

Pcw'r ,u p !Power sum) Deep Sh allo-,v 

_ 	 L.. !, in Tubewollso__,t,- use 	 Tubewells 

Far~idour S.ar 
otv.i 	 .t31 75 48 22 

C)" 	 n.:i 70 63 9 5 
Ip 2 

:da 149 109 2 	 5 
269 233 3 9 

S .t'.)U 1 1 4 2 
COh -rb , sn2 2 - -
Su,- tt.I 639, 495 66 4 

24 17 	 3 21 
'.38 	 37 8 2 

0:24 	 20 30 12 
l~ I ' 33 - 6 

,.,n 94. 93 	 
J'v'j ir a1 	 3 '3 - 10

102 	 00 

Bho 1:r "Iu,. 68 63 -
Uo.r) 57 -Ii rh T 58 
D."..u d I 3i' -38 	 
_S IUI, -t '' i 	 1 0;' _, 	 05 


), 71 	 16 
Shi1 81 - 1 

j 83 81 - 1.5 
-"Lli~,i 181 180 10 
"),,ib-to W3-.l, 1-3 0 	 7agt; 


"T:.ll. on 	 p..age"::,-t~~mos fo],.].owin-
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Thana Powevr Pump Pouer Pump Deep hllov,allotted 
 in use Tubewl1s TQ.We,lls
 

Goi 1 ;,Ij/ 50 5- 8 
Tongipara 
Kotw?.l ipara 60 52 -4 

Kasiani 23 18 

Muk-;udnur 133 109 - 1 

Sub-tot"2.l: 266 233 0 13
 
District tot'll 1,793 1,572 107 149
 

2. Fe'(Drt ilizeor 

Faridpur his the lowest Der acre forti~izer use among the 
districts in Bangldes7h, with an -iv,!rage of only 7 lbs used per 
crop a, re in 1975-76. This compnare- most unfnvourably with the
 
nationml district 
avcrage of 36 lbs ,)cr acre. Fnridpur uses only
I' of th,%country's fortilizor consumotion even though it has
 
6% of thi country's crooped acx.oa.,-e.
 

Since th*-,c i.3 no frtilizcr factory in Paridpur, all of the 
district's fctili~~rri rei( onts- must be imported. The ,)jor 
shi-)ments rro scnt from Cha.!na by r-i"il and country boat to 
Goalandoghat, Pf'Jdirljijur and :3oalm-xri. Smaller amounts are also 
shinped frcm Haray-inganj and Ghoras:l in Dacca District to 
Palong, Ni.rL nd Goshinihat. Intermcdiate fertilizer ::;odowns 
are pthned for T-pdkhola (2000 tons), adarinur (500 tons) and 
Kal1ini (500 tons) and those should imnrovo the district's dis
tribution system. The fertilizer distribution figures for 
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1975-76, 1976-77 .nd 1977-78 for each thana are shown in
 
Thble1 I 

The major problom in distributing fertilizer to the thanas is 
transortti.on. This is particularly so, in the dry season for 
the thanas of Alfadanga, Charbhadrasan, Nagarkanda, Sadarpur, 
Baliakandi, Kotwalipara, Ntria ..ind Sibchar. These thanas are 
fairly accessible in the flood searon because of water trins
nortation but when the water recedes transport communication 
becomes almost imuossible. It is a oarticular problem for the 
Bangladsh Agricultur,l Development (BADC) Office in Fa.ridpur, 
and for the f:rmors, becaViuso if the fcrtili.zer does not rea ch 
the th-n'ms on schedulc, it is of little use. 

http:transortti.on
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TABLE. 12 
DISTRIBUTION OF FERTIIIZER (TONS) 

Name of Th. a 1975-76 1976-77 1977-78 

Subdiv: F'.iridur S.dar 

1, Kotwa].i 
2, Char Bhadrasan 
36 Sidarour 
46 Bhanga 
5. Nan'rkanda 
6. Doizlnri7. Alphadanf~z,,2 

580 
30 

138 
1010 

527 
390 

642 
102 
265 

1018 
553 

1111 

1062 
188 
373 

1223 
429 

1294 

Sub-totdt Za1 ,7 . 86a 
Subdivi Rajb.tri 

8 Rajbari
9. Goaland oghat 
10. Baliakandi 
11. PangshaS Sub-tot-.l, , 

485 
76 
76 

29 31 

410 
115 
174 
311330 

782 
136 
160 

-669r 

Subdivi Gopn-lgonj 

12. Gopalgonj 
13. Muksudpur 
1 K siani15. Kotw,.lip.ara 

132 
345 
20378 

150 
296 
70103 

203 
349 
1834 

Sub-totals 75b 1 7619 _ __l 

Subdiv: DrA"mdrour 
16. Mndiripur 
17. Shil.ch'.r 
18. Rn.,oir 
19, K,:,lki _ni_,, 

Sut-totll: 
Subdiv: Shiriatour 

344 
146 
329 
409 
1228 

406 
272 
210 
418 
1 o. 

867 
431 
193 
87. 

20. Janjir
21. Bh .r!onj 
22. nal.on. 
23. Gcosh,.irhit 
24. Niria 

56 
10 
178 
312 
251 

186 
346 
287 
318 
394 

315 
16 

541 
640 
869 

Sub-totali 937 1531 2781 

District Total: 6570( 8538 16046 



- 51 -


A major constraint to incresEd fertilizer use in Faridpur is 

the present crorTing pattern of mixed Aus and B. Aman which 

is planted in 80% of the district. Aus is generlly regarded 

by the farmers as a. high risk crop because of the possibility 

of early flooding and B. Aman, which is grown in deeply flood. 

ed areas carries s hir her risk of loss or damage. As a result, 

the farmers are reluctant to invest much money in fertilizing 

these two crons. 

The Boro rice crop, grown on only 5% of the grain cropOed. acres 

in Faridour, h-s a much hi.-her fertilizer-intensity. The HYV 

varieties resoond to fcrtilizer more than tho local varie..ties 

aind both are m;-uch 1ess risk-orone th'i; either the Aus or 
7T.. A~vin. cron. 

Two other crop of imortance h.ve a f.irly high average 

fertilizer intensity: jute and suqar cane. The latter does 

not havo a l r.', I:Cct on the district-wide consumtion 

figures but does a f'ect thin, of the thainas snrrounding the 
.'ladukhali .u'I r 'iil. 

3. Credit 

A,-rricu3_tural Credit is avail-ble to farmers in Faridpur from 

official and non-ocficial :3ources. The non-official sour es 

are the local money lend:,rs, who often giie credit -atexhor

bitant rates. The o-fi.cial sources are (1) the Bangladesh 
Jativa SanvIbaya 'ank (BJSB) ; (2) the Bangl,,desh lXris.hi Bank 

(T3{B) ; (§3) the !nte.crated ;ural Deve.]rnibnnt Program (IRDP) 

and recently (4) i;ne N'itional Commercioil Banks (NCBs). 

http:lXris.hi
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provide institutional
The srvernment has made a strong effort to 

to The Bangladesh Jatiya Samnabaya
agricultural credit farmers. 

Bank ..nd i.- affili..t'd cooperativ. banks disburse credit 

coomerative orivanizations including
thr. ur.h a ,irgc notwork of 


CooDcrativc Associations
 
Su! arcanc 5ocietics, Than",CcntrJl 


No -istrict disbursement figures
.ftd 	Fishorm.n 's Societies. 

imlortant source 

,are available for FarilT.ur but the bank is 
in 

of cred2it.
 

ht branch offices located
Thc B. --l<'esh Krishi Ban!: has <;i 

Dhe:!orTanj, Gon.l, anj, Kotw.!i.ir-_a,
in o'ma. 'i, Paridnur Town, 


2atjhiri, fa:h.1"riour ind Goshairh:.,t. (Soe, Fi.,urc 6) . Halif of
 

even cov,-!r their
thmu br-anch.s -ro unnrofit-hle .nd cannot 


.ctivity for
 . A sum"iary of their loain
o,c-ratinT ,ccnsc 


1973-74 n.'1974-75 is' s<iv,n in T ible 13. 

TABLE 13
 

LOANS DI.)3U*S32;D BY BANGLADL-SH .,,RIS!fI DA7K F..IPUR 

(A.iount in Thous:nd T.i) 

1974-751973-74 
,-t.KnutBrinchos No. of Amount m No 	

nu)A~toutLco-)ns Amont nut LNo.,foan 5	 ts t icli ngi 

904 818 4,587

1. 	 F-rilnur 1,280 1,036 4,070 

'. 	 i..,lm',ri 425 418 1,536 508 518 1,900 

412 690 
1ibra 


771 640 3,934 639 670 5,329
 
3. 	K't wa- 467 3t4 - 558 

4*. , ia-[ur 

305 546


9. 	 -h,'-':afnj 11.8 86 723 337 

365 3196. 	rq,'.'t 35 29 19 464 

7. 	("1';i...j 1,058 638 2,698 373 299 3,347 

R r:iL 964L 696 4,365 490 583 6,696
[{ 


4,273 3,970 23,414•5,118 3,857 17,345 

S :urc,.: 2,n;1 ad.sh hr ishi Barnl.. 

http:FarilT.ur
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The -,KB trad.itionailly has given medium and long term invest, 
mcnt l.o'ns to lirr)er farmers an-1 althou,h no specific 
infer",,,itien is tvailablo, it is assumed that most of thQ above 
l,-r.ns we.re2 of this tyno, The table scems to su-orrt this 
~ssumntinn, -ts it c-?n be observed th-.t the number of loans
 

:1
 crascd from 1973-74 to 1974-75 but the tot,.l amount loaned
 
increacAe r3i;htly. '.Ihat is v ry noticebl, however,
w is the
 
inereiu'e in the -.mount of money outstandirnt. Th; r .ris
 

i,l..icitcj tha,.t m-tnv of these 
 lo'mns will never be collected :is
 
the o 'r..,,oro hav] ifiulted. This is not n:culiar to
 
FariVlbmur but is "- refl.!ction of the 1on- standinm C, eult
 
1rr.]-)lfl -:-h-,I h - 1')!,rucd institution-il l-n(1in.- in 13 nWLi711.,]sh
 
ais in oth -r .evol.oin-, countries,
 

.Th.r are Int.:.-r,t..J Rur-ij DcJ im._nt Pr,,rr-, in ton thans
 
in P.ri, 'or (SIli Fiurc. 6). 'l.ng with .. ir resoc :Lbilitis
 

t. i -n ' termf r "i,- tr i finL1i,.- , t I,: I, DPs rovi%{: short Oro 1) 
.l'Y'n t) thi- ,,th-rs -t 17.5/ itc. rcst. JDctilel inform" t ion
 
of tI:,, 1n 1 vo!s of 12!ividu.l IRTDPs, h-.wever, .re not
 
'v..i.r >1c'.
 

- nw/ .v 'rnlncnt nr.r.rn, the 100 Crore A,ricultur-il Creoit 
Pr : , v.% s t-'.b).ih,': . in F bruary 1977. The- Baii. 1.ad csh 

rJ.i >l,: .n, thc 'ti-.nliz ed C-'m ro-i.-tl B3,nks (S n-li, 
J n ~t'., Ai',:' mi, rue .i, *uibel i "-i Utt ,ra!) werc nnssi 
sioifie uni~n in 2dh istrict ani w-;ere, requoste:! t disburse 
,h',rt ;, t l ns t, s:.Kll farme.rs -.t 11% int.rest, No ,ffici!_.l 

t..:,!,:hmv, bc.,-i m.aJc ava ilio yet but roo-rts fr,m Far idmur 
i:n lar' [o ""rti:"t >nks h vc riv om!n far behind their lcan 

quotL~s t.;',use the frrers are reluct,,.nt to invest in §:.rtilizers 
-ni] ,th.:r a.-ricidtural inouts. 

http:reluct,,.nt
http:farme.rs
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In the ni vi Tmd :ot tho govarnrnent is increising this rcrpam 

to) 150 C-:r 1 f' 1979,, Ds:Ao- thKvso governmon~t o~~r~ therc. 

a EYiIll :I brlott1lccks, in the r. nzt o and lI"Lstr i

:)-~inf cr'..
*~rc~.b~y ~xis 

it t, 
for 

sm-1ll firm
!-. t iw 

ers. Th(ese cr'nstr~tirts will 

E. -i . tu. .;. t i . 

A 'istrict's 	 or tgricultural -prodluction"oati incrcasin:-, 

is lr;lya :unct io.n ,,f: 

1)inrea'i,- the araurl:'.er cultiv-,t ion 

2) 	 inev.!r Jin .- thc. in tcms ity of cr -)in.-. 
tlit is, tW),- nLu,1heC1 of Cr)ps pr Y,3ar ; aind 

3) inor&~ n;c yie]A1s thr.;ugh t ie uso .-f 
in'itssuch as f rtil i ,:;r, irri,--.tiorl, HYV 

A,; n-. i.- --),c ti-n A, th uol i;\'ati:-T intons ity r.-tio2 in 

F H:' uv if 93.1v% -.11: is on;1 of tlau hi '-hcst -in B'n *'eh 

fl'hcr~re , h~'r* iltti~n -rv's.-ibij.Aty o~f im~i~ 

cultur1 =ryIuctim by iincro-_-:inr. Lhv crov! un!-1-_r culti

vat ion. 

Al1s o n,-.-tod cearlior aind r'etd herO for nhas Is, 
in 	 o f 1111-th C atnsiyr-atA(- the J:li.S trict js 153 -n(. 

-;ily a:'t100 ' thce cu-11-ltte la i i mi aj;uri 

cr'wel,35% is Kubl crn-eot -ind '55 is sin.gle- crcn, 
cl - anyo therc, is i)muh noat'.fr in~ru ~ti irr 

manee , in- 't 	 tVii. watoi' c cntrol1ut s imAerlinr requiros 


* *J,j~)~tcct:)1,Ara irna:, ?n 1 irri-aat ion. 1: ihu t
 
;~ jY' ?f~rt Iir~ th in :ro:Iucti.-n I~
int~ s i~anonl of 

or ns c til -ltar Ui~current crorpin;: .Ltorn. 

http:noat'.fr
http:araurl:'.er


Theri. is -r' ,it not,.ntiil for incr(-is.Ing the useo Jc lf 

num''S in tho S'u")ivj.i:..ns of _Shrar iatur, hhruGoy1 j 

rti'~:o f J'irb c-iusi of th,.. obundr.tnt suimly of surf':.ca 

wt.:r.Th2. n':rthcrn -- of Ditrict notoirt FP"idnur dJocs h-vo 

"omu ch siirf - c wao.tr amc thwiroefore h-is moro limit' p,-tmt1 

r inr,.A wr nurn uso. This~ orea, howcvor, ho-s a lor-go 

nuribh.r cof tuhewYolls. 

.%ccor'ln:E to) tlh. 1972 s-.il surveoy oroj act s-ponsrod by the FAO, 

the cotri: or-i of"F-iriftur c -,,ld -)lmIt IZRI Boro/Aus r rwh.. 't 

n thocl't il onai lboin mrrvrins on:l loec--t l r cr,;mo. in 

n ounters * A-1 !it i'illy, ,,ih :,i't on. e112r r.' hi -Thy

ion' ~o by or cV e rilo~ filowe %w; juL.- C u1 ot 

In 	 T!.hco northe)rn ),l.rt )f F~ri'1our, irri-;'.ti n w-ulP' a.llk,:w 

lorx~:~c:ii. lontivv!,'; of LZR I, i\mo-n on .1 ,.-u,:arc-7m.) ''ni ic~ 

th~i1. i Ly fror ITRI 2 .er-. Aus. 

LIn thu 2mIi jU 1 -.r. , PiYV1>,rO (- :-uJA '1, r..),vn extons i'-cly 

v.' ~ < ~,~uiL'r::in. --. c drai.''n, c'~ ~ ttJ,--. 'ith nroL 

Jor- c-uiii1 I-,:; 'J ee by 17. Ammn th:e. bis in mnr-,in scAls. 

I-;'o :r 	 c .'trol r-iitt. i the cronv-_rs inn to jore HYV str.,ins, 

i;112n th~.v'be ru t~r outh o nrc';ml I 	 nee I-an,.] 

c:Irt1.1727uS:.m.(j. * ith ut w-.t-. c ltrol , F-71ciloPur onc 

bo 	 u u>;'.C tX.. t o i., r,.Aicily _ts -i, -ricultur f otor In 
K~~~~n -_-,.>2I12> h-iv,. be nr;ono, ouyhs~will t:-

2 ciKi r~ w ii', 'f n,.-'. cr .:ns such -to wh2 --t, wh ich io now 
. . ,,': "'n 3-'-,00) -cr-.s in F -ridour. 

http:irri-;'.ti
http:surf':.ca
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V, OTH-A jR CCNO_0viIC ACTIVITI;"ES 

2, Fisheri:i-s 

Fish r'>c,-:ourco)s ol!ay an irortont role in the economic life o)f 

the LQrl of Fa-rilo-,ur, cs-o-,ci1liy in tho easte.rn ancl southe;rn 

rr'swho"r&. ain ox-ta-nsive. riv..r nctwork urovids thce na.ural. 
E;-urc s f-r fish deeomut Exnlnitat ion andl m-trketing. of 

eX,ci3-t';.fl fish rc<1.-urccs air kn'i, wn to bo suff ring be,.c-usc of 

121n01usin tr-isnmr!_,ti-n f-.ci1.i'UiN. in the-s>r:.±s 

I:nrrv:Q- road, trmispnrvition is lilV,.1y to aeftf su )st7in t i-a11y 

roIrnr N rl aakna uksudmar anrl Alftadain-. 2xcav 

i~i,~.nand u-cavati-n o)f Clo)r-,!aea of fish-f-:ra--ing (q 
t ~nk is tc ) ae:ils n:r,iwrc Vn' -ri rity1aks , 

e1 ~cnt'o.Th Thil.mlty'e,, tilr.i nilotica, mI thIe J''..o 
~~ -~c~2 'r- ro) (ovorivius c-irnio), -rc attraictin- ncc7r: 

K fl. I ~PSAch C rts f-P:i..h ~m~'. 0 ;W cfT - dv 

Tlh- i:h s ve~ultiri;r;Di,_to.-t;_ hisbci-,noilcratinr- fish 

olic tion f '.rm-s L.-i o v mlJ ccnMt..rs likCa FaLridnur Saidar, 
lip, ~r i GS~bic-eval :---nj ml hiiaani Oneu f-,rm 'tie 

is~'O:rl ~*'~ewr at L-he F-ridnur Fish Soeed F-arrli. In 

thefiiJq' dcv-,o'), ant -ml mawectof niD,'4,-cte!:1 ta-nkIs 

and n*.e ,tho Direct:-r'ta. has, und r t-kon usat1J.vl'

>kin ~nuunit of 27 acres of' water in F,,riln01)U.r 5Ar. 

A oei. rcJ uct un,!:r tho F ~od for "1c k- tr o rr h s been 

undert-t4,i in .3aliakandi. This invo)lves th re-excavation of 

33 i -crswter a.rea and1 off ;rs rl(2v,?io-)mc~nt andf -a 

mrn-,. er,',ont s,2rvicies for tho arorvisi:'n of ca-ro- fry to f-armers 

http:usat1J.vl
http:cnt'o.Th
http:lilV,.1y
http:eX,ci3-t';.fl
http:easte.rn


(-7t the rate of 200,000 fry per year). The project also inclu

des production of large fish, mainly ca.rp, for sale in markets.
 

I,17any tanks need re-excavation; but often poor transoDortation 

facilitie s hinde.,r both development and production. One fish
 

f.rm per th.ha can produce and deliver 100,000 fry in the thana.
 

Th,, tota.l impact of a comDrehensive activity in all thanas
 

could be significant.
 

3. Livestock ind Animal Husbandry 

Mea.t nod milk suppliers for the oo'le of Fatridpur conic almost
 

exclusively from the domestic sourccs of livestock resources,
 

mostly c-.ttle and goats. Cultivation of land is also almost 

entirely deocndent on the use of bullock-power for the plough.
 

P'ilk and milk-ri-oducts (including ghc and cheese - based 

sweets) are traditionc.lly we.l!-known for cM'rt-in areas,
 

. sT,. ially in the Damuddiya thana. Natur.lly, hides and skins 

cmnstitute a. lar-e valuai.ble res,)urcc base. 

It is the respon;iility of the District Livestock Officer 

to uonr.de the level of animal husbandry in the district. 

He lins a staff of three or four aersons in most of the thanas 

in the district. However, there are a number of constraints 

to the conduct of an effcotive program. 

rnhans the major problem is an inadequate supply of vaccine 

for animal dise-ses. Particularly noted were Nwcstle's 

Disease for ooultry and Foor and Mouth Disease for cattle, 

>oth of which could be cnlntrolled by the nresent 3tlff if 

vaccins .ere .vailable. 
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There is eooisidr'.,l! room for "m-Provernerit of cattle strains 
in th;, district, though the breozd of cattle is of higher quality 
than in *m-ny othe:r districts. An artificial insemination 
porr is-m c(nduc tDd at the union level. However, tr-Insport 
rroblums hincier ,he effectiveness of this Program. In the 

amount of time rcquired to transport the semen to the union 

level for the progr-m, it loses much of its strength. 

The West Germ7n govrnment is also giving some assistance in 
c.:ttle breedin , and some cattle from Savar are being brought 

to F.rid.our for brood Lng. 

The recent onening of the new milk orocessing plant at Taker
hat by Milk Vit i increases the imoortanco of the livestock 
devulo.,ent orosram. At present the outb ut of this ol..nt is 

all carried by refrigerated truck to Dacca, 

There is aIso much interest in increasing and improving poul
try frm LagL. Though there is currently no government 
prerram for ducks, orivate progr-ms, such as CARE in Nagar
k-nd-i Th,,na, ar., oromoting r-ising ducks. The government has 
pl.,ns -For st'arting four subdivision chicken farms to produce 
.Ii ds (n,iicks for distribution to farmers in order to incre

aso erl and poultry production. 

The lack of any vhicle .t the disoosal of the district office 
restricts rogul"ar suuarvision nrimarily to those thanas 
alon, the Fitridn)ur-?ii)dari ur Road which can easily be reached 

by bus. 
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4, W'itu.-il Resources 

iutx . r-.oures of the district are mrilnly in the
 
form ef fish, clay and sand in severatl reo7ions (esnocially
 
.lan --. h: river c,.ursos) . Voetation in marshy lands and 

low maL11ity nc,,t ar founl in th- Gonalganj beel. There are 
no !.th,,r -)*n':ril. . scinrces in Faridpur. 

Indus try 

F7rilnur'cs in'!u,.try sector is ;':st. It c -nsi-ts ;-,f 

one jute il]. in i:,t .ri~ur, one sugar mill in ]IBa-1hu'hli 
(n. 	!r F''i.ur to,,!n) 1n,-. onc incoinlete textile mill now 

. :'.- n scale :or :istribution to wu..,vcrs.., ".li-'itcr 


. : ..r toxtile ,i]is, this is bacse:! on imort:2 cotton
 
.nI h. ' ct is oxnsct 2 to bo completod in 1980 ( .vith
 

n. rthur "1ie& o'....tions). One mod .rate sized 
".ilk1 Vit .	 -rlnt his mrc-nwhilc b.eun ruc,)ntly o'uned in T'i.krh. 

In 	 i, -.an inc3Aist'i-l Town has buen zt'r ,"....,by the 
- coy,,rin(. 15 acrej of Land. The Industri:-i Town 

h'.s 77 -,s, of which 38 htve been distribut,3d to in:1ustrial 

,n, .r.rcnours. F'-ctory sheds for sovoral indlustrics ra undeIr 
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Resources relited with water, forests and agricultural raw 

materials, indeed, nrovide a 17ood basu for extensive develo-

ment of small and cottage inrdustries. Ore Survey Reoort 

indicates tha.t in this distrit, there are 602 smll industrial 

units ind 24,741 cottage industries including ilndicrfts. 

Amongst small industries, important est-' lishmcnt 'rc rice 

mills (79), flour mills (5), other food -procec;sing units (165), 

bakeries (27), sa., mills (29), earthenware (ii), printir., 

presses (25), handlocms (18). Notable inst-.nces of cottage 

industry, in t.,rms of units of establishments are; gur-maklng 

(8,311), ghani oil-crushing (545), bamboo works (554), boat

mking (244) , mt-making (284) , wooden furniture-mkin. (152), 

smithies (305), goldsmiths (335), fishing net-miaking (387), and 

hend looms (6,836).
 

Since indeiendonce the Bangladesh Govcrnnent his oromoted the 

rm:-id expansion of o.octrificition to th,: rurl thrinas of the 

country. In Faridnur District, 17 hanas now hve initial 

electrical connections, 2 th'rnas hov,.2 transmission faicilities 

under construction, and conncCtinns aro olnned over the next 

year or two for the remaining 7 thanas. 

The avilaiblo electrical power in Faridnur District origina.tes 

nriinrily from Khulnn. It is transmitted to the district by 

transmission lines corning north frm Fhulna via Jessore and 

Kushtia, wesL into Fa.ridnur, and then again south-wird through 

the district along major nowcr lines, Sev,-,r-l southern thanas 

receive Dower from the smaller independent gen.rating sta1tion 
:it Tiaris-Ll. 
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The district does not have miultiple grid cnnections with the 

tr-insinissiou lines in nci,hboring dibtricts or within the 

district. So most of the district is deoendent on the single 

connection via Kushtia. Long, rango l-Lns exist tr make grid 

connections with Khuln. 'md Jessore at i-oints on the west :rn 

side of the district, for examnle through Gopal!-anj. 

Theug:h 75% of the thanas now have electricl coornections, this 

sug.gests a considrably hi'-h-r level of eloctrica. expansion 

than actuoilly exists. 1kiny of the thana cn-n,::ctions, except 

for the r~.in aministr.tive towiis. ar," v :rv recent. The points 

connected arc almt cxc \b,,Ly thna huJacqurters. In some 

thanas one -)r twoo tr mfrkt cl !csshave electrical connect
ions. 'ut the vot majrrity of .ir s a s not electrified. 

And, exceoti.ig a.eas v r y no,. "LV ma in adminiistrative towns, 

the villa:e reas theIselves are iiot electrified. 

lth-ugh there: are ot least sixteen deco tubeweells with 
electric pumps in the northcrn .art of the district, it will 

be soo;e time before the ower is sufficiently distributed from 

these thani centers to h:-ivam'jor lirect impact on agriculture 

and rural life, such a.s for electrifying low lift pumps. 

However, the -ootentia.l for major indirect impact is Dresent 

even with these initial thana headquarters connections. 

Pa7rticularly, a new potontia.l now exists, or will soon exist, 

in every thana of the district for the construction of cold 

storage, refrigeration, ice-making, and a wide variety of 

a;ricultural nrocessing facilities This could have consider

able impact on a,ricultural mi.rko ting in the district, especi-a

lly for such rabi crons .v onions, grlic,-nd sweet pot.toes, 
which reach the mrket at ai time of surplus ,md depressed 

prices. 

http:exceoti.ig
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Transortation, and pavrticu].arly the low state of development 

of roads in the district, presants a significint obstacle to 
the expansion cf rural elictrical services, according to the 

Power Dovelopment Board authorities. M,'d-taining service 
requires easy access to all points along the trmsmission 

lines. Thus most of the service is expanded alm.ng the exist

ing or anticirmted road network. This hinders not only mi.king 

the initi.l electrical connections in the unclect..ified than.-. , 
but '%.lso sr re1ic.n.'- nower to oth-.r points in the thana. 

The tha.na-wise position of electrifiration in Fa.ridpur District 

is s'iown in Table 14, 
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TABLE ILF 
STJU.S OF 

EL2OtT.-'IFICi1.T ION,1 IN 1-tTH."NTL.SFA ',ID.I'U

L~oc - tions 31actrifi
Subdivision/Thana Position of od 2.~c'th.in thaina
 

_____________________Elcetrification V0 
A. Gonal-m~j MubjvE3ion:' 

1. Gopalganj Electrified 	 Bama 
2. Kotwa1ln'ara Plmnned 

fljnd1 ii. :).Z!- r 
4. 'Muksudtur Unr,;%r cnnstruction 
5. Tungarirra Electrified 	 N.____ 

D. 9hnJ-'ripur 'Su.bdivisions 
!hti r 	 Electrified1. , +ur 	 rui-d 

2. 	 1Iti 1 1 Elctrified Burg.:it-t tnd
 
Gon-lour B13,zzr


3. O~Th.J lectrif iced 	 T-lc--rhat 
1p. 3hibcliv.r Pl1raned ____________
 

C, Shmtitpur ubdis ion:
 
1. B ed rgmj Pim-nod 
2. Dimmrudy.2 	 Plimnnod 
3. Gho sa irh -..t P:1 !7mnoid 
4.Jnjm11nd 
5. 'rtP2ic~ 
().0 -11 or.? 21. ctr Ci d1978)1 	 Anc!,-im -nd Bizr7oni 

D. Fruiclo r Suhdib is iori, El c-r fi d~1. Al f -danga 	 lcifdrcety- e e t y 
2. Bo".1rnr2 	 Pl, nned 
3. 	 Dh'inrrn Eloctrificd .QIvnd -, Az i rpnI -r, 

Kal1-,mirdh 2, 'lhnikda. 
Lp. 	 Cihc-ir Bhntdrnsin E1sctrif .ed Chr fiji-',omg B-,izcir
5.Kottl Ierkets_lcti 	 9mcl6. 2.car ~Elctrified 

7. Sadarour Electrified 	 T1,ihur Chnr mnd 

2, G 'ilund-o Subdivision: 
1. 	R iijb-.ri i21.-ctri -Pied 'Kh-mkh-,nvuro rt 

Surjn-r '.nd D,,srin
tanur iMTrkcts. 

2. 	 33likmndi Electrified R.mdi7. T,'var,,-3ah7.rnur 
2ind ?,1:ihz'0khaili Su.7rtr 
Mlill.

3. Goaluntio Ghait Eloctrif i, d 	 Bc---iri P~(21tj3
4. 	 Oangsa S~lctrified HsvrL.3lgchi


lind NIii cu.T1i7'i
 

i 

http:2.~c'th.in
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E. Development Program,-


Development planning in Bangladesh has its own tradition of
 
systematic reliance 
on research, investigation, surveys, feas.
 
sibility studies etc. on programs and projects proposed in the
main sectors of the country's economy. 
The process was however,

subjcct,-:.d to n:.rrov,, lim!its for .c 1 .7_ u-, " ' nt
 
trend of r :,.sonab. . 'conorMic 
 st.bility as establic durn-

last two years. 

the 
This led to greater mobilization of domestic
 

and foreign resources 
for supporting increased development

planning; but it is still predominantly of a centralized charac
ter. 
While there is much increased concern for shifting the
 
strategy of development towards Rural Development, the Planning

Commission and the Government have not been able to reorganize

the plannino, and implementation process to suit 
the d .sined
 
shifts. 
 Ideas have been expressed by unofficial sources 
that

decentralization in planning as is pragmatic in the existing

situation, need be dosi>-ned and installed as District/Division 
Planning Agencies 
so that bottom-up and top-down processes can
be effectively or,!.nizcd and practised. 
 (Vido Raihan Sharif
"Ruralisation Stratey" Banriaftsh Times, December 25,1976).
Inctitution-l chanc-es in this regard appeatrs to be rathr slow.As a r,.sult -the presentation of development pror,rams continues 
to be 
on the old centralized basis. And it is not possible to
 
identify clearly the development programs in progress in each
district and also to attempt any analysis of the effects of
the development progcrams for district areas, let alone the
question of tracing the effects of deveJ.opment effort by sub
division ,)nd thaas which will be rclevant and important for 
the Rur.l Roads Projects.
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Howvr, fr.om thu cc,,ositi n of th recently a,101ounrced Two
year P11 (198-80): w can form sove general ideas about the 
likely '.hv '.or'iont in.m;tct for the Farid our District such as: 

1.e are certai.n gneril pro, inms, sponsored and 
executed b, Ministries, wnich cover nation--wide thanas :and 
sub ivi.:i.,ns ; ofout K .chus', thanas and subdivisions of the 

"Far nup Dist will. bo bonofite. Th activities covered 

undlor th.sc c,:;mms y.e sto'w.n in T hle 1:J5 

'TABLE 1 
DEVELOP\E.T ACTIVITIES 

A vity Cumencement Comnletion 

' r[n:: V t b: :'yY1976 1981 

Exoansion :d ,.stablish-. 1976 1981 
mantw of PoDul.try Farms
 
at 'Jh''na levels. 

LADP Projects 1973 1980 
Th..-na Storaoe and Godowns 1976 1980 
Rural D.vlopmnent Froject-1 1976 1.981 
New 2 ural Develowrent Exoan- 1978 19S3
sion Proqram (36 thinas) 
Estahlish:ent of Thana 197k 1985 
Health Comnlexes, 

.:o..rniztion of Sub.-livi- 1973 1980 
sional Hositals. 

Thana _evol Cottage Indus- 1977 1980 
trios Winin cu Produc-
Lion Centren fo. Women. 

Devoloomcnt of Government
 
Rtlrl hats and ba.;ars
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2, There are some oro~rrtms or nroj.2cts which -.re known
 
to b, in the orocess of implementation in the district. The 
imn~ort.int ones relevint to Rur-l Develonment ire indicated in 

Table 16. 

T/33LE -16 
PROJTECTS UNDER IMlPI13.iN;2NTATION 

Activity Commencement Com.le tion 

thter DeveloDmunt: 
Rz-x'-x.in- tiou of khal from 1974 1980 
S,,ntikad,-nc to Di-nag tr 
(T.m.'.n- thna) 
C: ;n!truction of ,,e.ir cum 1970 1980 
ThuJ.tor at [ashemdia 

Re-oxc-tv.tion of Kh-1s for 1974 1980 
th.. irwv,..nt of a number 
of b :] 4.ni. Y-ngsho thm

.3Ii,:i' -- irb 1977Yi.r -u r- 1§84 

oC- U. 1. A..ministr--.ttivline132 V 

C>-nstr1(iin of Subdivi- 1977 . 30 
sic'n 11 HoTidqurtors at 
vh *.rittjurCstC')L -lhmi&nt ,")f Iedical 1975 1980 
A sistmnts Tr ining
lnstitut, --t F'irid-nur 
rrurses Tr-.ining C :ntr, 1977 1982 

Tchnic-l Tr'ining C&.ntre 1975 1C81--t F-iridnur 

http:Rz-x'-x.in


VI. SOCIO- EQNO0JIC CHARACTERISTICS
 

A. Occupat onal Distribution
 

As is to be expected in a predominantly rural population, the
 
major occupations involve agriculture. Of the employed
 
population (males + females) over age 10, 86.9% were employed
 
in agriculture, according to 
1974 Census. The next highest
 
occupational categories were 
"production and transport", in
 
which 6.2% were employed, and "sales", in which 1.8% were
 
employed. Only insignificant percentages are reported for
 
the other categories reported by the census: 
services,
 
clerical, administrative/management, and professional/technical.
 

The occupational distribution pattern for Faridpur is similar
 
to that for the nation as a whole, with two minor 
but notable
 
exceptions. 
 The percent employed in agriculture is about 8%
 
higher in Faridpur (86.9%) than in all of Bangladesh (79.1%).
 
The main differerces in the other occupational categories
 
were in the "production and transport" categories where a
 
considerably lower 
propdrtion of th6 population is involved
 
in Faridpur. (6.2%) than in Bangladesh as a whole (11.2%). One
 
can speculate that the smaller percentages in this category
 
in Faridpur ref'lect both the extremely low industrial
 
development of the district (there are only three notable
 
factories, two of which are relatively new) and the
 
comparatively poor infrastructural transportation development
 
of the distriat which proesents serious obstacles to almost
 
any type of significant movement for parts of the year in large
 

areas of the district.
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These occupational distribution± 3tatistics combine both males
 

and females. However, the breakdown in the census shows only
 

2% of females employed or "economically active", which
 

considerably underrepresents the economic contribution of
 

women to the agricultural activity occuring inside or near
 

the home, particularly in the drying and processing of
 

foodgrai. However, it is certainly correct in indicating
 

only a minor percentage of women in remunerative employment.
 

B. Agriculture Employment
 

The 1974 Census further breaks down the agriculturally 

employed by categories related to tenancy. These are shown 

in Table 1.7 , comparing Faridpur with the rest of Bangladesh: 

TABLE 1.7
 

CATEGORIES OF AGRICULTURALLY EMPLOYED
 

Faridpur Bang'19.desh
 

Owner Cultivators 35.0% 31.1%
 

Owner-sharecroppers 11.9% 13.1%
 

Sharecroppers 2.5% 3.5%
 

Agricultural Labor 24.3% 24.8%
 

Unpaid family helper 26.3% 27.4%
 

Again, the statistics combine both males and females, but
 

only 2% of the agricultural laborers enumerated were females.
 

The distribution of these categories for Faridpur does not
 

differ greatly from the country as a whole.
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Although these census statistjcs were not Pub1iphod below
 

the district level, the unpublished breakdown shows some
 

differences among subdivisions which are difficult to
 

interpret in the absence of more detailed landownership
 

statistics.
 

The percentages of sharecroppers and unpaid f;;mily helpers 

remained about the same in all subdivisions. But the 

percentages of owner cultivators in -the ]labor force varied 

considerably from 44% in Gopalganj subdivision to only 24,7 

in Goalundo subdivision.
 

In general, one would expect that the m:;jor resource, land, 

is more equitably distributed where the percentac:,o of owner 

cultivators is highest, as in Gopalzanj. This somcwh.at 

contradicts the unconfirmed intcrview inrformation receivicd 

to the cffect that there exists a f:,iir numibcr of lk'.r e 

landholders (jotdars) in Gopalganj suidivision; i. that 

situation a correspondingly higher portion of agricultural. 

laborers and sharecroppers would have been expcot(Xl than 

was found. This information by by subdivisions in FaridpLUr 

is presented in Table 18. 

http:somcwh.at


TABILE 18 
EM' LOYAEPNT CATEGORIES OF AGRICULXKi;-.l,' C'T V2POPUI,,iTION OVER AGE 10 BY SUBDIVISION, 1974. 

EPLOYIENT GOPALGANJ HiADAIPUR FAdI D'IR,ATEGO IIES IOA IATPUR SADAR
 

Owiner- (n) 86,954 
 133,379 78j619 35,940
Cultivit:,rs (% 44% 	 36% 32% 24% 
O,,-,r- (n) 20,094 31,402 32,724 30,283


r s (%) 10% 9% 13% 20% 

Shr cr,.)mnrs (n) 5,9 15 8,814 5,630 3,7283% 	 3% 2% 4% 
Avrricultur'l 
 (n) 36,6o 92,229 65,648 40,617
L ibor 	 18% 25% 26% 27% 
,rnv l (n) 48,783 100,798 66,219 37,749
',. ly h.1)lr 	 (5) 25% 27% 27% 25% 

C L 	 (n) 198,347 366,622 248,840 148,317

(%) 100% 100% 100% 100%
 

C. Il 	 1 fUn•m 2yznlont l l l 

On:. irllic-.tor of th,; re1'vtivo oovrty or ccnnro c ',::llei 
. . r th,. ir)norti:)n of n..rons uncm~nloye.i or looking 

.r '.,:,rk. Thol:,-h roli.blo st.tistics of th. j-rw, of 
aro not v:ilable c.voI,1 at the district level, some ,"it fr.mr tho 1974 consvjus onmy bo nrzc.nted as rourrh rulitive 

rn,.r of thu uncfp].,.ayient situition. Limitations to thuse
 
S'ta viii bc noted later.
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The 1974 Census published a statistical category at the
 

district level enumerating those "looking for work".
 

Converting this into a percentage of the total employed
 

persons over,,e 10 of both sexes, we find a startling low
 

percentage of 2.5% looking for work in Bangladesh as a
 
whole, and an even lower 1.6% for Faridpur (and the other
 

three districts considered in the rural roads study). And
 

although the census was taken before the major floods and
 

famine of 1974, it must be noted that the economy was still
 
at a low point then, not having recovered from the
 
Liberation War of 1971. Thus a much higher unemployment
 

figure would have been expected. The large influx of
 
persons begging or seeking work in the cities or obviously
 
mOn(.urishod in the rural areas were the all-too-painful
 

evidence that the unemployment picture was very much worse
 

than those statistics suggest.
 

Perhaps the main problem with these statistics is that they
 

greatly underrepresent underemployment. A very large
 
portion of the labor force may be employed only a port ,)n
 

of the year, perhaps only 20%, 40%, or 60% of the -'"king
 
days. Much agricultural work is seasonal, and most
 

agricultural laborers and very small farmers are not fully
 

employed all year.
 

Though the published census statistics do not go below the 
district level to the subdivision or tha;;a, the unpublished 

subdivision statistics were examined, anticipating that 
they might reflect some relative variations in the 

employment picture. However, ithin Faridpur District, 

the variation among the subdivisions was not great, with 
Gopalganj and Goalundo showing slightly higher percentage of 
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persons looking for work (1.9% and 1.8% respectively) than in
 
Madaripur/Shariatpur Subdivisions and Faridpur Sadar
 
Subdivisions (both 1.4%). Given the unreliability of this
 

statistics, such minor differences between the subdivisions
 

cannot be seriously considered.
 

However, there is evidence from other studies that there is
 

a large degree of emigration from Madaripur and Shariatpur
 

Subdivisions to other districts. A very high percentage of
 

persons from these areas has been noted in the squatter
 

(bustees) settlements in a±nd around Da.cca. There is fairly 
large scale labor migration from these subdivisions to
 

Sylhet for the harvest of the Aman and Boro crops and to
 

Patuakhali for the Aman crop. In Dacca city a large 
portion of the rickshaw wallahs are also known to be 
temporary labor migrants from this area. There is also
 

some "permanent" migration from these subdivisions to Dacca
 

and Jessore Districts.
 

Though similar information on the other subdivisions of
 

Faridpur District was not available, this evidence for
 

higher level of pove' t.,: ,.Aladaripur/Shariatpur is quite 

credible in light of ral factors: the higher population
 
density in those subdivisions (see section II.C); and the
 

vulnerability of that portion of the district t,, serious
 

flooding from the Ganges, Padma, Jamuna and lower Iaghna
 
Rivers which converge nearby.
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D. Ln Ownorship Pattcrn 

A m',j,.r natinl survey h-s recently bcen comJ.Acoted which 

ive3 th'i m.,rt reliable Dicture to date of tha lindholding 

find tenancy :fistributi-n in Banglradesh. It shws R high 
df lin.! '-olarization in the c untry with about 60% 

rt th.: cultivqblc rnd (over 3 acres) ownod by only 
?O/ of tho rur~l -, u1rtion. Given thu ra.iIly increasing; 

,u i thc cr)ntinuin,,: orocoss of lrn,l fr'tginontatin, 
it bx:coros quite clear that tho nor 1person or p:.-r family 

shtro of lind of the vast bulk of the rural population is 
rL ,crorsin1.,. The extent of landlessness is increasing. But 

the larg or la ndholders, who in this ciuntry are rmther smJ.. 
by internatin"-J. stan lirds, are i7cr . n, their nortion -f 
the ttarl nti';, .l l-incs. 

Thcur:h tho d greo of lind concentration varies c.nsiderably 
°r; lon,,;locality to anothur, the dita roquired to comare 
:,':-ritmur t oth.r districts are not now avilable. The 

Re .:rt 'n the Hicrarchir of Interests in lrn.- in Ban/lad..sh 
was bqs-d on,i sample size and frae neoded to ;.ive a 
r .liable n'itional oicture. Unfortunately, the sa;,Vles at 
th 'listrirt lovel wore not large enouqh nor drx, n in such a 
wry 'S to ,rvih a bt.tis for *a reliable district 1picture. 

'Howuver, the first r>'orts of the natinal A:-,ricultur-'il 
C,:isms takn in 1977 will be -.ublished -vith:Ln throe m:riths. 
This Will. Dresent landho].dingaend f irm size informition 

n,.ti nlly in:1 -tt tho listrict level. 
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Inspite of the lack of specific systematic data for
 

Faridpur, it is clear that the sarie national trends of
 

increasing fragmentption, decreasing farm size for the
 
large majority of the population, increasing landlessness,
 

and increasing concentration cf land in a rather small
 
percentage of hands is occuring in iaridpur District.
 

The circumstantial evidence presented in the preceeding
 

section infers that the increasing landlessness is probably
 
at a higher level in £Madaripur and Shariatpur Subdivisions
 
than in other subdivisions. This inference is based on the
 
high dcgree of agricultural labor migration from that area 
to Patuakhali and Sylhet, the higher density, the higher 
vulnerability of that area to flood and famine, and the 
high migration from that area to slums and to temporary jobs 

in Dacca. 

However, even though landlessness may be higher in those
 

two subdivisions,there is no evidence to suggest that the
 
degree of polarization or land concentration is otherwise
 

any greater there than elsewhere. Although the information
 
on the question is not systematic, there are no reports of a
 
concentration of large landowners or of a large number of
 

absentee ownership in that area.
 

The district agricultural officials maintain that the
 

polarization of ].and ownership is particularly acute in
 
Gopalganj Subdivision. That is, there is an unusually large
 

number of large land owners as well as an unusually high
 

number of landless households.
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The distribution of landholdings is a matter of importance
 
is assessing the distribution of benefits from different
 
rural development programs. 
 Though the range of landholding
 
sizes is rather low in Bangladesh as compared with other
 
countries, there is 
a growing body of data in Bangladesh
 
which demonstrates that a greatly disproportionate share of
 
the benefits of many of the government promoted development
 
programs in Bangladesh have gone to farmers holding somewhat
 
above average landholdings; these middle farmers may hold
 
only about four to ten acres of land, a small amount by
 
Asian standards, but enough to produce a surplus and to
 
place them sociallyo and economically in a position of local
 
power. This phenomenon has been noted with the operation of
 
subsidized Thana Irrigation Program, fertilizer distribution,
 
cooperative loans, and other Drograms.
 

E. Famine Prone Areas
 

Faridpur is one 
of the districts of Bangladesh which has
 
experienced recurrent famines. 
 Transportation difficulties
 
have been a factor in these famines, particularly sevoral
 
months after flood waters have receded.
 

Much of Faridpur District is subject to regular flooding and
 
in some years to devasting floods. This is especially true
 
of the area south of Faridpur Town through the center of the
 
district. Those subject to 
severe flooding and most
 
inaccessible to administrative centers are most vulnerable
 

to famine.
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In those areas, word of the extent of developing famine is
 
slow to reach the administrative centers. Transport
 
difficulties delay confirmation of the situation. 
Any
 
administrative food relief is further delayed by the
 
difficulty in transporting relief supplies to the affected
 
areas even after the need is identified.
 

Flood damge is immediate. In the worst situation it may
 
simultaneously destry two crops. one which has not been
 
harvested and another which has already been planted. 
Many
 
people may be made temporarily homeless. Loss of life may
 
be heavy. Epidemicssuch as cholera may spread quickly.
 

But famine conditions grow gradually after the floods have
 
receded. Family crises and serious malnutrition occur as
 
family reserves of money and food are severely diminished.
 
Land changes hands rapidly as families are forced to sell
 
at below normal prices to repay crop loans or to purchase
 
food. If crops have been destroyed there is little loral
 
demand for labor. Naturally those affected first and most
 
severely are 
 with the smallest family reserves. These
 
are agricultliral laborers,the landless and small farmers.
 
Those who benefit most from the tragedy are larger
 
landholders with enough savings to purchase land while the
 
prices are low. 
An the famine continues, increasingly more
 
families will be affected, although their savings'withstood
 

• il~t.a- tal ter, 

Though a large part of the district has experienced famine,
 
the areas identified as most vulnerable appear to be those
 

very: densely populated thanas on the eastern side of the
 
district, between the R&H road to Barisal and the Padma
 
River. These are areas where boat transportation is
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relatively easy during the normal flood period, but whore
 
transportation becomes very difficult several months later
 
as the water recedes. 
 It is at this t'me (roughly October
 
to December) that famine symptoms become most acute, 
as
 
occured after the floods of mid-1974.
 

In addition to this broad famine-prone eastern portion of the
 
district, there arc 
other very small famine-vulnerable
 
pockets in other thanas. 
 These may consist of isolated
 
village 
 clusters which have very poor communication even
 
with their thana headquarters. The consultant is not
 
aware thrat such areas have ever 
 been clearly delineated
 
for the district. 

It is reasonable to 
assume that the improvement of road
 
transportation to these areas 
will help speed government
 
response to emerging famine conditions. The recent
 
creation of Shariatpur Subdivision, dividing the old
 
IMadaripur Subdivision into two parts, will also bring a
 
number of these thanas administratively closer, 
further
 
reducing the time needed to identify and respond to
 
emerging famine.
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VII. SOCIAL SERVICES
 

A. Health Care/.,edical Facilities.
 

There are two broad types of medical services found in Faridpur
 
District and throughout most of Bangladesh. First, the medical
 
treatment most commonly used in the rural areas 
consists of the
 
services of many private practitioners scattered throughout the
 
villages and markets. These are persons of very diverse edu
cation, training-, skills, and medical traditions. They include
 
"quack doctors", homeopathic doctors, kabiraj and hakims(prac
ticin.n a traditional medicine of the subcontinent), compoundt s,
 
and medicine shop owners. Many of them practice only part-time.
 
Relatively few of the doctors who have received the five year
 
M.B.B.S. degree from the medical colleges of Bangladesh enter
 
private practice in rural areas; 
most either enter salaried
 
government service in one 
of the institutions discussed below
 
or set up private practice in urban areas.
 

Second, there are 
various government medical facilities as
 

detailed below. 

The Civil Surgeon is the government officer posted i:o supervise
 
the government medica l services and facilities in the district.
 
Though the number of employees and facilities under "-he Civil
 
Surgeon is large and scattered, the number of such facilities
 
is small compared to the population, and the major facilities
 
are centralized and outdated. The government has been 
trying
 
simultaneously to move 
these facilities closer to the rural
 
people and to upgrade the facilities found in the administrative
 
towns. Substantial resources do not appear to have been inves
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ted in such facilities in Faridpur District, ju 
ing from the
 
age of the m-ajor facilities and the nrurioLr 
-" th Tq;:, ng.ki 


rural health facilities.
 

The governrerit medical facilities are primarily of three typest
 
(1) Hospitals and specialized outdoor clinics located in the
 
administrative headquarters towns; (2) thana level health faci
lities located near the thana administrative centers; and
 
(3) a few sub-thana level family health centers. These are enu
merated below for Faridpur District.
 

The government hospital facilities for the district are shown
 
in Table 19.
 

TABLE 19
 

GOVERNMENT HOSPITALS
 
AND CLINICS.
 

Location Type of Facility Number of Beds.
 

Faridpur Tcwvn 
 District Hospital(old) 100
 
Rajbari 
 Subdivision Hospital(modern) 50
 
Madaripur 
 Subdivision Hospital(old) 50
 
Gopalpanj 
 Subdivision Hospital(old) 50
 
Faridpur Town Tuberculosis Hospital 
 20
 
Faridpur Tov-m Tuberculosis Clinic 
 Outdoor Services
 
Madaripur Town Tuberculosis Clinic 
 Outdoor Services
 
Gopalganj Tuberculosis Clinic 
 Outdoor Services
 

Other facilities are planned. Construction of a new 200 bed
 
modern district hospital is proposed in Faridpur Town to replace
 



- 81 

the old hospital. 
The land has been acquired, but the funds
 
for construction have not been sanctioned by the government.
 
Land has also been acquired for new subdivision hospitals in
 
adaripur and Gopalganj, but construction funds have not yet
 

boen sanctioned.
 

The Civil Surgeon has proposed a new 50 bed modern hospit i. to 
be constructed for the new Shariatpur Subdivision at the head
quarters in Palong. At present, Palong does not even have a
 
Thana Health 
 Complex. So far there has been no government res
pongee to the proposal. 

In addition to the government hospitals, there is a Seventh Day
Adventist sponsored Hospital i.n Gopalganj. Complete information 
for the district is not at hand regarding other private or
 
internationally sponsored facilities.
 

The second major type of medical facility is the Thana Health
 
Center (THC). 
 The national objective is to have 
one such faci
lity in every thana, staffed by at least one M.B.B.S. doctor.
 
The facility contains both outpatient (outdoor) and limited
 
inpatient ( or indoor) services, as well as 
the offices over
seeing the 
con4-rol of such diseases as malaria and smallpox.
 

During the Pakistan period, only ten of the more modest Rural
 
Health Centers (RHC) had been constructed in the district.
 
There is now a program to upgrade these RHC's to the new THC's
 
and to establish the THC's in the remaining thanas. 
 Table :20
 
shows the progress of that program by thana
 



- 82 -

TABLE 2. 

THANAWISE ESTABLISHVENT OF RURAL HEAl/Pit : 

TIIANAS WITH OLD 'RUIALHEALTHi CENTERS (RHC) 

A, RHC not taken for Conversiont 

Goshairhat
 
Nags ricanda 
Kasiani
 

B Convotysion undorwav to THC 
Shibch qr 
Nari.a
 
Boalmari 
Gopinathpur
 
Bq liakandi
 

C. T:hkf&.n for conversion to THC ne-,rlv co mplete-

Rajor
 
Kotwal ipara
 

THANAS WITHOUT RURTAL HEALTH CENTRES 

A. 
 Ne; THC Constructed and Functioning (not electrified)
 

Bhan-a
 
Sad:-,rpur
 
Goaundoghat 

B. THC under Construction 
Damudya
 
Janjira

Ka ikini 
Charbhadrasan
 
Muks udpur 

C. THC Site Selected, No Construction 

Pangsa
 
Aifadan a
 
Bhed rganj
 
Palong
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The third category of facility is the sub-thana center . In
 
each thana there are one or more rural dispensaries in remote
 
areas. Previously these were maintained by local governments,
 

but the central ,:ovur'nment took them over after liberation. 
Often they are located with the union council offices. Details
 
on the numbers, location, services, and staffing of these faci

lities were not obtained. 

There has been a decision in the past yee.r for cooperation 

by 4T,,_ Family Planninq and Health Directorates to establish 
one NotbVcr-Child Health Care Center (1VICH) in each union, a
 

pro7ram which will take some tiirme to implement. Construction 
of twvlve c(-.nters has been sanctioned and will soon be started 
wit- Dur;ch assistance. These 12 ICH will also serve as field 
trainin , c.nt.rs for medical as:sistants who will eventually 
staff these centers. One Mvedical Assistant Training Center 
is to bc established in each Division; Dacca Division's Center 
Jill be .ocai.ted in Faridpur. In order that they can be used 
readily by the trainin, center, nine of these first twelve MCH 
will be locatced aion- lmajor roads; only three will be in river

ine ar-;'as. 

In addition, six union level Family Welfare Centers are runder
 

construction with Family Plannin!7 funds. These are located in:
 

Rajoir Thana, U.F. Hassanpur

Gops lganj Thana, U.P. Borni
 
Nags.rkanda T.na, U.P. Ramkantapur 
Kasiani Th na, Mahamudpur U.P.
 
Naria Thr.na, U.P. Bejari 
Rajb-ri Thana, U.F. Islampur
 

Several other family welfare centers have been operating from 
The.na Health Centers and now are being transferred to the
 



Family Planning Dir-.ctoratc for reorganization. These will
 
still involve the staff of both Family Planning and Health
 
Dipectorates. 
 The general problem of accessibility to health
 
carc is one which bears 
on the transportation focus of this
 
study. Thc private practitioners ment.oncd earlier are

accesiA. lo 

most
 
the bulk of the popul.-tion, Unfortunately, though
 

they are permanent residents and mo.!.'e 
 likely to be trusted by
villagers, the, q uality and rn:7e of services provided is limi
ted. 

The trend is toward decentralizing the more frequently required
 
medical services nd treatrijment using par-a-medical personnel
 
with shorter, more sp..cialized training. However, plans
the for 
Banfg.l.desh aro not as decentralized as the "barefoot doctor" 
approach in China.. It will br some time before existing decen
tralization plans can effectively be 
 implemented. 

Though the tre' tmc;nt for the more frequently used services is 
deccntralized, the more 
expensive services rcquirin!- a hi.her
 
degree of training and equipment ( for exampl ,., surgery for
 
serious injurr, or treaJtment of less common diseases) will 
continue to be 
centered in the distr-ict and subdivision hospi
tals. 

Even with the new system of Thana Health Centers, there are 
groat obstacles to tr::nsporting pesons fror. villages in emer
gencies. In any parts of Faridpur District, tre)nsportation
 
of an injul-ed or 
ill person on a small country boat may be
 
relatively e.-7sy 
as a rule. However, during lie several months
 
when the floods have receded and transport is not possible
 
even on the small rivers and canals, a sick or injured person
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can be transported from many villages only with extreme diffi
culty. Duringa this season, the services of the district hospi
t:ls are inaccessiblc for much of the popula-tion of the dis
trict. This conlition is probably most critical in Madaripur
*nd Shariatpii-- Subdivisi:,ns. B.crusc of th& cultural practice 

of prot;'ctin, wof..,n from exposurr, to unknown men there is reluc
tance to them such caretake to health facilities except in 
the most extreme circumstances. Thus, it is safe to say that 

J.arec csibility of many villaes to em rgency medial faci

.i . .- f:cts women even more adversely than P.-en. 

There is another sense not:..d in the report of the Tr.,Ansport
 
Survw-y Sc".ion of the Pl]..nnin, Commission, in whch transpoi'ta
tion :,:,I will present an obst: .cle 
oven to the planned
 
d,-,oonLrali.zat.ron of medic-1 scrvi,,es. 
 As lon as the prusent
 
administrative -,ystem (-!ontinucs, 
 sup.?rvision will be by dis
trict level officials. Tho success oF the program 
will depend
 
in part on the cfffoctiveneP;s of that super'vision. 
 The exis
ting transportation 
 system in Faridpur District restricts .
 
even this most limited supervision of such a widely decen
trr.lize:d pro 7rm 
for much of the year. 

B. Education. 

Thc educetiono ! system of the district consists of "government 
schools" fina3ncially supported by the national gove;:nmEnt, and
 
"non-.rovernrrent 
 schools" which are organized and supported lo
call.y. The non-gov:rnrent schools receive only small annual 
grants-in-aid from the government to subsidize teach,-.rs' sala
ries. The presumption generally is that the quality of the
 
government schools is better than the non-government schools,
 
because of the greater reliability of financial support and 
closer supervision.
 

http:teach,-.rs
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The sumr'ary st-.tistics of- the: o fruciliti,s for Faridpur
District am.e shown in Tablo 21.
 

TABLE 21.
 

PRIJV'Y AND SECOND.AIY SCHOOLS
F, RI :UR D ICT1978 

IN 

PRIMARY (E, 
 -10
 
Govt. Non-Govt. 
 Govt. 
 Non-Govt.
 

No. of
 
Institutions 


complete brcakdown of those schools by
 

2,O07 487 8 318 

No. ofToachors 8,297 2,055 164 3,512 

No. of
Students 345,899 78,780 3,284 82,618 

Table 22 gives the 
thana. 
The breakdown for the number of students is also given
 
by thana in Table 23.
 



BY THANA
 

T H A N A 


Fi IRIDPUR SADAR 

1. Kotwali 

2. Boalnm-ri 
3. Alf-'-' dna 
4. Nagnrk~nda 

5. B,:hn:Ta 
6. S&arpui-
7. Charbharsan 

SUBDIV: GOALUNDO
 

8. Rajbari 
9. Panrsha 

10. Balik:imncij 
11. Goalundo Ghat 


SUBDIV: GOPALGANJ
 

12. GopaIgiarij 
13. K(asiani 
14. Mok! udpur 

15. Kotmo-w'ipar. 
16. Tun:lipara 

SUBDIV: i"iDARIPUR 

17. Mad',ripur 

18. Shibchar 

19. Rajoir 

20. Kalkini 


SJUBDIV: SAIATPUR
 

21. Palon, 

22. Naria 

23. Janjiiu 
24. Bhedarganj 

25. Goharhat
26. DF inu-Idya 

TOTALS: 
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TABLE 22
 

DISTRIBUTION OF PRIIVIA<Y AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS
 

PRIMARY 

Govt. Non-Govt. 


SECONDARY
 
Govt. Non-Govt.
 

2 17 
- 19 
- 3 
- 13 
- 10 
- 6 
- 3 

2 13 
- 12 
- 14 
- 1 

2 33 
- 19 
- 1521 

..
 

2 18 
- 15 
- 15 
- 30
 

- 8
 
- 9
 
- 5
 
- 10
 
- 9 - -

8 318
 

98 

114 

24 

89 
75 

68 

31 

66 

100 

79 

27 


158 

108 

126 

110 

120 

115 

76 


110 


71 

86 

53 

82 

42
42 

2,070 


25 

21 

4 
20 
10 


3 
5 

17 

22 

26 

5 


42 

16 

37

29 

.
 

22 

50 

20 

26 


17 

16 

10 

19 

15 

10 


487 
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TABLE 23
 

DISTRIBUTION OF PRIIARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOL
 
STUDENTS BY TH \NA 

T H A N A PRIMVARY SiEC0NDA-RY 
Govt. Non-Govt Govt. Non-Govt.
 

SUBDIVt FARIDPUR SADA R
 

1. Kotowali 17,661 3,500 897 4,942
 
2. Boalm ,ri 21,334 3,901 - 4,477
 
3. AlfadJanga 3,782 593 - 837 
4. Nagarkan(:1 13,410 2,825 - 2,706 
5. Bhan 11,119 1,985 - 2,787 
6. S2&',arpur 9,226 360 - 2,611 

r 1h 4,054,7 .hr1n-dr a.an 608 - 861 

SUBDIV: GOALUNDO
 
8. -ri 13,215 4,378 841 4,047 
9. P in4'sh. 15,452 3,592 - 3,344 

10. B'lia.kandi 13,520 4,500 - 3,127 
11. Goalunrio Ghat 3,495 790 - 301
 

SUBDIV: COPALGANJ 

12. Gopa!,ar j 29,171 8,453 862 C,502
 
13. Kasiarni 17,032 1,900 - 5,985
 
14. P'uknudpur 20,406 8 ,460 - 4,062 
15. Kot;owal ipar: 17,332 3,480 - 5,33016. Tun.c ip< ra ....-

SUBDIV: MAD.IPUR 
17. Madaripur 19,204 3,585 684 4,658
 
18. Shibch r 18,000 7,500 - 3,897
 
19. Rajoir 12,900 3,485 - 3,402 
20. Kalkini 19,632 4,512 - 7,359
 

SUBDIV: SARIATPUR
 

21. Palong 12,453 2,100 - 1,574
 
22. Naria 13,435 2,583 - 2,208
 
23. Janjira 9,213 1,100 - 1,291
 
24. Bhodarganj 14,251 2,050 - 2,157
 
25. Goshair-hat 8,350 1,490 - 2,153
 
26. Damuddiya 8,122 1,050 - -


TOTALSi 345,899 78,780 3,284 82,618
 



Thre is also a numbor of n,st-. ,,c ndary institutions in tho 

district. Thru 7irc 'o unv.rsiti(-,, but thcre is at le.>st 

S,ncc -:.l:g in ovry thana exctt S. Irnur, .!rha lana, Goshair 

hat .n ,lunohat. Some of thu clleges offer only two-y.;ar 

insta.loti,n for th- H.Sc.., ,;r Hi,:htr Secondary Examin.ticn. 

Tho M.Sc. is tcfkcn ",ftor12 y.,ars of .cho,.:1 nd is su.!rvis "A 

)y ih. ni'.l -ar.. of E," uc.iti:n. Others also offer the 

two y.,°r .iachelor of 3cionco or Bchelor of Arts examintion 
cour, with tha x.-amination a.1],i istcr.. by either Dacca or 

c.o .hahi Lniversity. 

Only twic th: c-jilocres aro ",,wvurn cnt colle,,es" receiving 

any sub9t.ati lc{T ou ;'f g. :rrmnt su7- -- r±. Tha {;ov~rn, nt 

;v.kes only )ccsi:rn,l -rnts-in--iii t thcu non- -2v,'wrnvnmnt 

c o! . . us many of thm arc in u cliti;.-,nc-.:.dl .mn1 have few 

stucents who .ass oxamin'tions. 

1itcrqcy r:tcs for Farid-ur Ditrict (1.7.96%) are s.-mewhat below 

the natin-.l av:ra ;us (20.17%). Thu district ranks 13th in 

li eracy :ra'fl thu2 dIistricts of BanjTIdosh, accorlio to the 

1974 Census. The -- h s boon a smll over-l1 increa.se in 

literacy since 1961. Tha comn.riblc fi,ures for 1961 w,.re 

13.54% in Faridc ur and 16.28% fnr th country as -Lh::lc. 

Tho ')rc,rtirnn of r.irls receiving forir.l oduction ,nutsi,!e tho 

":lzdr~ssah system h'.s boon stealily increasing. But the 

porsistont roluctance t :, send trirls to sch.-.:l is strikingly 

evident in the rdifferont literacy rites for males atnd fem,.lts. 

http:increa.se


- 90 -

TABLE .4 

PERCENT OF LITERACY IN FAIRIDPUR DIST ICT BY AGE 
AND SEX F(~- ALL PERSONS OVER 5 YEAIRS (1974 CENSUS) 

Age 
 Percent Literate
Gr'Jups 
 M a 1 e 
 F e m al e
 

5-9 Years 
 14.0% 
 9.2%
 
10-14 Ye:trs 
 40.8% 
 26,9%
 
15-19 years 
 43.6% 
 21.% 
20-24 yo!,rs 
 39.8% 
 14.4%
 
25-34 yeors 
 31.3% 
 10.8%
 
35-411 1crs 29.3% 
 7.7%
 
4'5-54 years 27.3% 5.3%
 
55-64 ar s 
 25.7% 
 3.6%
 
65 + years 
 24.7% 
 2.4% 
All Age Groups 30.0% 12.6%
 
Ov:r 5 years 

Table 24 compare.-. the literacy rates malesfor and fcmales in 
diffo eant 
age groups. In each age group a substantially larger 
pe rcenta e of men are literate than women. 

By lookin{, at the literacy rates for the different age groups, 
we have a picture of how nuch literacy rates h;-ve chan.7d over 
time. Thus, arrong -en a.e 55-64, who would have rc-ceived most 
of their formal education during the years of 1914-34, 25% 
are
 
literate. Thosc in the 15-19 year a~e group, who would have 
h.d a more recent education between the years 1959-74, have a
 
literacy rate of 43.6%. 
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The increase in literacy has been steady, though not dramatic.
 
It reflects an increase in school enrollment moderately great. 
er. than the population --rowth. 

The same table shows that thc: difference in literacy between 
men and women is gradully reducing. In the 55-64 year ag-e

group, the literacy rate of men is suven times that of women,
But in the 15-19 year a-* group, the litracy raW of men is 
only 1.5 tirmps that of women. 

An cxalin tion of' the unpublished Census statistics at the sub
divi sip 1el showed considerable differi.nces in the level of
litoracy of both miIes and felries. In particular, Gopalganj
Subdivision ,-hovied a considerably hi. her literacy rate for both 
men and women than the other subdivi.sions. (See Table 25 ) 

TALLE 25 

MALE ND FEI'. LE LITF~'lACY iIATES BY SUBDIVISION 
IN F.-IilDPUR DI.<2i,- C? 1974. 

% of Literate Persons
 

Miale 
 Female
 

Gopalganj 37.8 
 18.3
 
Mad ripur/Shariatpur 
 27.9 
 10.3
 
Faridpur Sadar 
 30.4 
 12.7
 
Goalundo 
 23.6 
 9.1
 

C. od Procurment and Rationing.
 

Faridpur Dis -rict is 
a foodgrain deficit district. 
Each of

the thana a Tricultu e ofricers interviewed also reported their 
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thanas to be deficit in food production. Bocausc of this, the
 
official distribution systom of the Food Ministry has taken on 
spocil significance in Fariripur. This system has two pri
mary aspects i Procurment and Ratioining. 

Thf*a ritioninAr system operates primarily to as,:ure(, a stc !dy 
supply of foodgroins a.nd othur basic foodstuffs( espcially 
salt and edible oils) to urban residents and certain classes 
of persens living in bnc rural areas entitlEd tc these rations 
at subsidized rates. Normally these persons arc owrnr.nnt
 
employcos, including to-chers of 
ncn-govrnnm..nt schools. They 
collect their rations monthly from desiganated unicn r'tj.on
 
dealers. The rstion d elcrs in turn lift 
 their allotrment frcm 
Locol Storae Depots, or LSD's, loe tid around the ]itrict.
 
These foodstuffs arc shipped to the LSD's 
 gner',lly from 
Khuln. or Chrndpur, havin, either be n importecd or procured 

from other surplus Oitricts. 

AccordIing tc the district autheriti s, if ,:lL. those entitled 
to receive rations wore to r. ceiv,, th: ir full un)unt, the. dis
trict-wido requir.mcnt would be sli.-htly over 1,500,000 
 maunds 
of foodgr:in. Wh'hat is actually dis-,-trioutd if- fi:r short of 
this, generally from 60,000 to 100,000 maunds. 

In addition to serving as the c,-ntral ditribution point in 
the rationing system, the LSD'- serve other purposes. They 
arc the primory stora points7r for griin prncured locally and 
internatienely by the-ovrnm::nt. Hovuv.r, -s Faridpur is 
far from b.Jin7 surplus, it is not the prima.ry focus of gov:rn
ment procurement activities. Though much of this procuroud grain 
is thl-n distributed throuTh thu rati:ning system, thi LSD's 

http:prima.ry
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hold the buffor stock which can be available in case of tho
 
natu al calamitics to which the country ( and this district ) 
is vulnerable.
 

Although in the p:st,procurerment policies have been dictated
 

by the primarily urb-n nceds of the rationing system, the
 
govdrnn.ent is now trying to use the systom to stabilize the
 

opn mitrkot gr'ii prices at a level whi6h gives adequate in" 
centive to farmers to maximize production. This may involve
 
oithr the procurcm:2nt from or reloase to the open market of
 

foodgrains.
 

AccordinT to district food officials, the total storage capa

city of the godovms in tho district is ne-.rly 8 lac of maunds.
 
However, only about 1 lac mpunds were in the stock in May 1978.
 

The thana by thana breikdown of these storag(; facilities is
 

presentecd in Table 26. 



= 94- w 

TABLE 26 

NUNIER AND CAPACIT'Y 01 FOOD STORAGE GODOWNS 

SUBDIVISION/ 
T H A N A 

Name of 
LSD 

No.of Godowns 
0wnd Rented 

Total 
Capacitr 
(Liaunds) 

FA>-IDPU:- S kDPR' SUBDIVISION 

Kotwali Ambikapr 8 1 111,000 
Bo'!m,ri Boalu'i 4 0 54,000 
Bh?.n. Bh~nga 2 0 27,000 
Nagarkanda Nag'2rkanda 2 0 27,000 
Sadarpur Sa0, rpur 2 0 27, 000 

]AD,-,.KIPUI( SUBDIVIS-1 ON 

Madaripur rMad -.ripur 3 0 54,000 
Mad;-ripi, " Charmuuria 6 0 81,000 
Shibch- r Shibchazr 2 0 27, 000 

SHARkI ,PTU, SU77SI"N. 

Palong Amgaria 13 0 40,500 
Damuddiya D mu( diya 1 1 20,500 
Nari'-. Naria 1 0 13,500 
JanJ i - Janj ira 0 1 10,000 

GOP.iG,-NJ SU.DIVISION 

_op:0.
i',uk u - r 

G 
.Sin 

!opI: 1j 
.. .h. t 

5
2 

0
0 

67,500
27,500 

Ka i,-i Bhatiaparq 2 0 27,000 
Ko t wa1i.ra o0 ipara 2 0 27:000 
Kasiani Rari da 0 1 4,000 

RAJBARI/GOALUNDO 
SUBDIVIION 

Rajb- ri 
; 

Rajbari
Pangsha 

5 
4 

0 
0 

67,500
54, 000 

BiDi'-kandi Naliaprar: 2 0 27,000 

TOTAL 56 4 792,500
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The difficulty or ease of shipment to each of these godowns
 
was also discussed with district food officials. Transpor
tation problems arise primarily during the dry season in
 
those thanas where the rivers are too low to be used for
 
transport and road or train connections are not available.
 
Transport is the most difficult in all or part of the year
 
for their LSD's in Gopalganj (Ramdia), Naria, Sibchar and
 
Nagarkanda.
 

Tha summary of the transport status of the LSD's is presented
 
in Table 27.
 



T: ANSPOWT 
GODOWNS. 

Name of LSD/Thana 

Arbikapur/Ko ,.,ali 
Boalmi 
Nag .rka, nd 

Sadsrpur 

Madaripur 


Charmuguria/Madaripur 

Sibch7:' 

Amgario/Palong 

Damuddiva. 

Naris, 

J!7.ji:. 

Gopal:-u.ni 

Sindiach t/Muksudpur 

Bhati apar:,/Kasiani 

Kotwalip-ra. 

Ramdia/Ka,{.ia ni 

Rajb-ri 

Pangsa 

Na lia rar:/Baliakandi 
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TABLE 27 

ACCESIBILITY OF FOOD STORAGE 

Transport Accecssibility
 

O.K. all year. 
O.K. by rail.
 
By truck to Bh;.ng-., thien by boj.t to
 
Nagarkanda; because of' canal silting,
 
transport is only po3.-iblc in rainy
 
seasonq. 

O.K. in rainy scison. Very difficv:lt
 
transport by read in dry season.
 

O.K. all year. 

O.1K. in rainy season; difficult in dry. 

Difficult. Not po-sib t move stock
 
there in dry so- son; in i uaso,
 
boats canr only or. .. six mi Kes
v'itPin 
LSD. 

O.K. by boat in all season. 

O.K. by boat in all season. 

O.K{. in rainy season, very difficult
 
in dry.
 
O.K. by boat all yCo;r 

O.K. in r.-,iny se'ason; in dry se;ason
 
must ofT loa:d .nK carry 3 milc.r.
 
07. by bou.t 

0 .K. by rail. 

0 .K. by boat 

O.K. by boat
 

O.i%.. by rail
 

O.K. by rail
 

0 . . rail 

-i 

http:Ramdia/Ka,{.ia
http:Gopal:-u.ni
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VIII, SOCIAT. DLV'LO1VhffT CONSIDiRATION$ 

A. Characl nr and Role of Local Leadership 

Th. orrmtaizational structure of government developm-;nt acti

vi t-, ::.::, for many years, left only limited opportunities for 

the err;rnce of locatl leadership. The present government has 

been trying to reverse this trend and build up local institu

tions. According to pres nt gowrnment policy, the thana 

(or Pollee Station) is the primary organizational and geogra

phir. unit for rural development efforts. But other development 
activity alsoexists or is planned for the lowur level insti

tutions, villages and unions. 

At the villafe level, there are usually one or more informal 

councils, ceru,-osed of sevcral village leaders. The name and 
structure of these srcups valries fr)m ploco to place. They 

have n.o legal standing, but in many villages, they carry out 

important functions- of - traditional nature. For example, they 

settle loc.,i disputes, includinr sensitive land disputes, en

forct_ bh:ivioural rules, build and care for the mosque or other 

re11 nio us i id tutions, and organize village defence commi
tto-- , -,- y/-ratheY do not undert ke the org.nization of 

dlevelopment :c.1,ivitics on their own ini'tiative. 

In some villages, the local leaders enjoy strong authority; 

in othes theiionsl institutions have become quite 

weak -.nd uni.rporV'.nt. The loaders often inh. rit th_.ir posi

tion; bt ced charact(,r, education indacquisition of 

weajt, alst : influence. the selection of accepte d authority. 

http:uni.rporV'.nt
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A now fovrm.mrntorientodof leadership at village levelforr 
--
h s oms'r.cd th)rough a.ricultural cooperatives. Particularly 

in the thana.a which have an Integrated Rural Development Pro
gram, there is an organizational structure designed for train

ing that Jead!-rship and. for providing contact with the thana
based Offic:.,rs repre senting different -inistries and agencies. 
Howvever, it has bcior a matt(.r of national concern th,,. th 

-
leaders of thet: villa, ccoperatives are predominantly from 
the large farmer groups. Subsidized benefits intended pri

maril-y for the small f-rmer appear to be diverted from that 

Some experimnentation is underway with an institution known 

as gram sarkor (villa c government) as a vehicle for develop

mont at the villarrc level. The consultant dii nol; of 
any or.,r-, , experiments with gramT s:arkr in Farildpur. 

Thu union levol is the only level which has a locally elected 
government, the union...parishad (UP). The union parishads are 
under the- supe.vision of the Circle Officer(Development). 

In th ea.rly 1960's, the union parishads were responsible for 
a good deal of local infrastructure planning and implementa

tion. Iany of thc: exiting union council roads were built 
duringr that three or four year period. The resources for
 
such development vwerc allotted to the union (and thana) coun

cils by the Government unoer the Rural Works Program; this
 

was supported by th.- sal.: proceeds of foodgrains and other
 

surplus agricultural cormmodities obtained from the USA under
 

P.L. 480, Title I.
 

Since that tiie the responsibilities, resources and powers 
of the union councils have suffered from decay until the
 

recent revitalisation. .Even now they have only very minor
 

http:oms'r.cd
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-:wrs to tix thc-ir resi'Ints irl :Ire denendent almost 

comletely on tho c tingn: onlicies of the centr-l gov.-rnment 

for tho' ability to engoe L- significant dovel-morent work. 

Snem such funrls for e'-rth,.vork now cnme throu,,h the o'd for 

Works Pr rm" The Mistry of Local Governrnont, Rural 

Devclonmnt, an.- Coonr')tiv-s is -ls, trying hyain to build 

u-) t.q, Rur".l Jerks Prrr which may include funds for bri-,,es 

'ind structures- .th,:r th, n eirth work : Since the U.P. 

uloctinos in 1977, the :-overnrront has .r.-,vi.Un)u;1 


ino n- . u rt and inin :. the Union
 

At th thain- l vel, t..r is no olectel local gov,.rn-.,.:nt body. 
over

Howver , the n -st few y.ears, thana- councils cnn:,istin'.: of the 

elected Chair-man of th.e unien councils h .Fv,ften inff::rnl'ly 

" a-or :. . ieh, c..ciuils "re- t be for,,r.mlly rec,'nstitut

ed in July 1978 and :riay e:i(ntu.l.y be directly ,l:ctc'. The 

tils , f th:ir new r.-sn-nsi:hility are not yet cl,. r, but 

it is :-ex,icct,'l tha-)t they will "-again have res.nsibilitv for 

v~rie.us t Q -.. f .ublic wverks, such ",s r.a.. c. nstructi. ,o. 
.T'he i .a ., . ati . fn .. ny 1,s in this Rur.i IPor.i -r..ct 

will inv1,: daling with .. oh thana :ouncils who will hold 

ulti ',.tO- r.<o.2" sibiiity for manv of t_:-:o -r,)o- sod r ',-s 

(oxc.'-t the District Council Ra.s). Th:u:h the th.na c .until 
oi " cly va:rileus t ,fete'"0 with s"'ovn (]e2v:.lO., of'ficers ..!ill ,',...: cl y 

at th! th'.n, level, it is unliiely th -. . li)c--l b.-d'is will. 

bgive-n any reail 'Luthritv over thsce centrl _.overnment 

offic e r s. 

On. in',i".tcr of the dc-.rcc -'f nc- ivity of th, unim '011 t...na 

. or . thn..nc:ouncil: .s vethor not tht.y ha've nr "-. the. .nd 

union ,l".n b- .. s sent ,,ut l.st y<2.r by the hinistry rf L.c4., 

RD. & Coop'ra.tive. This system of thAna :Iln which w.s 

in virtant in t early 1960's h-LI fallen into :disuse. The 

http:v~rie.us
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plans along with
present government is trying to revive the 

its ronewed emphasis on local government. The information 

received by the consultant from each of the Circle Officers 

on the stT'tus of the thana and union plans is shown in Table 28. 

TABLE 28.
 

STATUS OF THANA AND UNION PLANS
 

Union Plan
Thana Thana Plan 


GOALUNDO SUBDIVISION 

Goalundo Chat 
Rajbari 
Pangsa 

Baliakandi 

30% complete 
50% complete 
Plan book for 
1976-77 completed. 
90% complete 

Not complete. 
10 complete. 

50% complete. 
90% complete. 

SHARIATPUR SUBDIVISION 

Janjira 
Bhedarganj 

60% complete
75% complete 

Not prepared 
No preparation 
thana plan. 

of 

Damudya 
Goshairhat 

75% complete 
Under preparation. 

Makingr plan book. 
Instructed to com
plete the new plan 
book. 

Naria 
Palong 

Complete 
75% complete 

Complete. 
All unions are 
pared. 50%. 

pre-

MADARIPUR SUBDIVISION 

Madaripur 80% complete 6 unions 80% com
plete 

Kalkini 
Rajoir 

complete 
80% complete 

5 unions complete. 
10 union under pre
paration. 

Shibchnr complete 9 unions complete. 

FARIDPUR SADAR 

Char Bhadrasan complete 50%-60% on the way 
of preparation. 

Kotwali 
Sadarpur 
Bovlmari 
Nagarkanda 
Bhanga, 
Alficdanga 

complete 
completed 
complete 
complete 
Not complete 
Complete 

Under preparation. 
2 Union complete. 
Not complete. 
4 unions complete. 
Not complete. 
4 unions complete. 
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T h a n a Thana Plan Union Plan 

GOPALGANJ SUBDIVISION
 

Gopolganj 75% completo Partially complet
Muksudpur not corltplete 11 unions just 

start, dKasian. complcte Undc,r preparation 

At the thana 1-.ve l, prin,,iry ,.Iersponsibilities arc. 
given to th. vari ou ; of:,:ic 2. .FKt, by diff--rent development] 
ministries. Thesn include th;: r.s-ponsibiliti es for the deve
lopment of -. riculture, irrir,. tio, cduct-ion, health facili
ties, an,! cnop,::erctt.ivus in the thana. 

To d large-egre. , these officers -,re the powerful people in 
the thana as far as deve.opm,, nt activities are concerned. 
However, they are not local leaders in the sense 
that they are
 
not permanent residents of the thana in which serve.they They 
are not really accountable to or responsible to the people of 
that thana. According to government policy, their tenure in 
any thana is limited to three years, and often they transare 

ferrad to another thana before that period ends. Their main
 
responsibiliti and accountability are 
to the various govern
ment agencies which appoint and pay them, control th:.ir budgets 
and programs, and transfer them. 

At thc thana level, two other types of leadershil, should be 
not-ed. In the thanas where IRDP cooperatives arc orga
nized, the villa e cooperatives are federated at the thana 
level. Thus thana-wide annual elections aro held for the
 
thre(--yeor posts on the Ynr'.na'in,2 committee of' the TCOA(Thana 
Central Cooperative Association).
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oil. 

In Trijn'ur, eleven thin.s hive IRD7 coca rntiva :'.i:P :-i-q 

rniz,'.:l in the 'nst five yo irs. These th',n'is ore; MotU.i, 

Alnhaln.., Na-rkanda, Bhanga, Gnl{g'nj, iMuksudn)ur, .,tal.i

nnrq, Dalinkqndi, Iadari',ur, Rnjoir, and Klkini. The sec',nd 

tyne of thi.an-wide leadershin thqt shoull be noted is the 

i:'Nborg of Pirliament. At 'resant Pirliqm,,nt is inqctive and 

the i,.P's nre not ,.forc.a to c:nsil1.cr. But p 'rlimentnry 

elections arc oinneQ for D-cember 1978. The A.Ps. may 

rc.nresont monre than one thana; but in their constituency they 

or their qoci.tws ar. oftan var.r 'low.rful "o-' .lo. This is 

'orivirily bucius{ they 7ro oftan the ,nly locil r.rn-ns w.ro 

h.ve tho nwor t, ViTrvene qt hi-hr levels of govurnment to 

influonca Anc isins anf ctin. the thina. 

In -luairy, local lea !,irsiT may nrw be in 'Un Ln-)ortant 

transition stave. The longstindinq .-"n's in builin, inOMitu

ti "ns r.nrsentin. *oinle diffrent will bethe at1: lo:vels not 

quickly fij]..A. L,-alers of the naw or revitalizo instituti..ons 

will n-t tomMirally hiv, in a:"r,:ncss of !oy ]..'v mnt nosi

biliti~s And n . c_'e. Ail it rtm':ins t, be se.n whether suffi

cint inja,'ndcnt r s -'rcs will be d;ev.o-.c tQ nko thu.m 

i, rt°nt ].rn :forc.s f: ,]v.lm ment. But the ,v.rniant hns 

.kn ih: firct steis in this .!ir.ctinn, 

In YWn.'i-our, 's in mo'st of rurl B'n,-lv,.sh, the .ricticc of 

1r-ih h s c nsil.riblo imm'ct on the s ,cinl 'n<! cc nn.. Mc 

os o'f WO,.n. The rifncinle of the nr-t'ctii.n ,f women 

,! -.;,,:].,, into 1 sy- .=.' wich consia:cr-bly r.strict: tho 

rqv . 7'n! u:ninI/:.:1: ic r 'is ',n to wnio:,..fn 

http:B'n,-lv,.sh
http:c:nsil1.cr
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Howevcr, there are many ways the nurdah system is br ,kin 
,wn, ".,cent government initiatives to bring women more 

fully into th , cno;uc life an:l n1)ns of the country are 

be iniao: to bTh felt in s*:m" rurail .reas. 

Tho maintennce of nurdah involves considerzble uxrense. Thus 

it is -)rcticOl 1orim,rily by well-to-do households, for wha.m 

t.,i c a mattor of nrostige. P,or or l",.nllcss ruralb,-c+es 

h usch,dl, usualy caniot -afford.the cem:- und wa].is, separa.te 

:-,ust rms, husehold helD, ind ."thor f.clitics ruquired to 

m.n t-Ain )ur': .] 


-
,
E-rl.r it was noted th',t the litcracy r tos for women aIro 

c .asi(Vrobly l-wor th-n In the p-st -..for men. it w".s !n rally 

cn.id :ru- t por invo,. iunt for a faimily to sc.nl u.hters to 

sch..., unles all th. s-ns -:fdboon educ.t:,.. It was thA..- t 

i;hat scn,lin; (Iluslim) a.-irls to the ..'rash. or f!,anct,.> for 

Isl-lmic roli--i,-us education was a btt.r nr . r'.t for 

mrri :e than th,: s,cular schools. But tI-., mn :..rl aro 

,i. ~snit -to .rri.ryr sch. s ai. oven high schc,-ls. 

Thu cc ~no)ic r-l. of th," l.r-c; majrity ,f rur-l w,-m .n his 

b,,n -r-I.-rily in or n."r the h-me. Exceont fr; destittn or 

vry l,-;r'mmn, vi-.Ilae 'omun - not frequ.:nt the a,.t, Lnd 

.Z!. * eww .mon hove rcmuncr';tiv: work ,uts i.! t he homo. 

Only i h.andful arc: recristev,'MF as job-seekers and included, in 

h... lr;1 S f ecoenoically" aoetiv2- -o'ul:ati-n .or ..lbr force, 

' a- .inhil. r.trin;, c,:in:., cluaning, firid
-h .? - ... bo 

in;, fuel, . oth r hou ~hl t.sks, th,.ro 'are a numer fT pro

ductiveccn:..c .ctivitis crriei 'ut by wom.n. Pertrv's most 

sirnificant is the nr-c,s.LrR of fond:,rain, wlhich is,,, in 

http:separa.te
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or near the compound by women of all rural classes. The proces

sing of jute, especially separating the fibre after retting,
 

some distance fromi" the famiis sometimes done by women even at 


In some villages, women have remunerative actily compound. 

vities, such as growing vegetables, selling eggs, tending the 

cows and selling milk, weaving mats or baskets, and workinr in 

Among the very small
other household-based cottage industry. 


tenant families who cannot practice purdah,
landho]ling or 


women may als work in thc. fields at th7 time of peak labor
 

requirements.
 

During the past several years, there has been a movement to 

enlist the participation of women in rur-l development efforts.
 

Expanded remunerative activities, such as making handicrafts,
 

poultry fsrming and pisiculture have been actively promoted.
 

Vegetable growing has been encouraged both to increase income
 

In many areas women's cooperaand to improve the family diet. 


tives have been organized.
 

In the past two years, women have also been actively recruited
 

in some of the mass mobilization efforts under the Food for Work
 

Before then, the
(FWP) and Swanirbhar(self-reliance) programs. 


earthworks involved in those programs were almost totally done
 

by men.
 

In two locations of Goalundo Subdivision, the consultant was
 

done this year fCor the
told of egrthwork projects which were 


first time by women only. One was the construction of a 312 mile
 

road (14 foot crest, 6 foot high) from Pangsa to Navakrishnapur
 

in Pangsn Thana. The other was on the Ramkantapur Road from
 

Sripur to Kasibada in Rajb ,ri Thana, a project 2 miles long,
 

12 foot wide, and 4 foot high. Information was not available
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on other FWP construction by women in Faridpur District.
 

Regarding health, the life span is considerably shorter for 
women than men. Inis may reflect a number of cultural factors: 

1. 	 Women often rise earlier and go to bed later than men; 

2. 	Their diet is generally worse, because of the cultural ten
dency for women to wait to eat until their husband, chil
dren and dependents have boon fed;
 

3. 	The average marriage ago for woimon is very young, the
 
youngest in Asia, and the first children are often born at
 
an early age;
 

4. 	 The method of cooking in rural areas means that women spend 
considerablo time daily breathing smoke from chula, fires; 
and
 

5. 	 the reluctance to take women far from the village implies 
that medical care for more serious illness or injury may
 
not 	be sought or availed of as quickly as for men. 

It is not expected that the construction of the proposed roads
 
in Faridpur District will have a major immedi:ate impact on these 
aspects of the lives of women. 
But 	there are a number of areas
 
where an impact will be felt over time. 

New 	 roads will increase the mobility of people into outand from 
the 	area. Even assuming that primarily the men travel at first,
 
this movement of people involves the dissemination of ideas as 
well. 
 One of the urban ideas which has been noted to accompany
 
new roads in other ccuntries is a more favorable attitude toward
 
the education of women.
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To the extent that new roar"Is improve the local agricultural 

eQonomy -nd particularly open up more marketing options f~r 

farnrs, it m.y be expected that women will- benefit along with 

thQir families. Roadls will oper up new opportunities for esa

bllshiing women's organizations and economic activities. But 

suc. benefits will not be automatic. They will occur only if 

the opportunities are actually taken. 

The cnstructicn of the proposed road network will make travel 

withiii the discrict considerably easier, as trmansportation 

servs emerge. Though undoubtedly men will continue to use
 

those facilitik;s mo.:c than women for some time, the 'inconvoni

oncei" that are now obstacles to women travellin7 in rural areas
 

will -ve been considerably rcduced. (It must bc remembered
 

that" -he are..s of Faricpur District where these roads are pro

pose. are now very difficult to reach for much of the year).
 

Finally, the roads will not directly change most of the factors
 

that affect the health of women. However, they will mrike many 

areas more accessible to the hospital facilities and f .i-ily 

planin; services of the district. And opportunities will be 

gromtcr for women to use cxistin,-, and expanding facilities 

fo, imrnrv,d hcalth and efficiency. 
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IX, D§VELOPMENT 0. ROAD NETORN 

A. _Itroduction 

The development of a road netwoick in the rural areas of
 
Faridpur, was carried out in five distinct steps:
 

1. establishing road and bridge design criteria
 
2. soliciting road nominatiori.,; :'iomn local officials; 

3. OrelLiinary screening of c nminated roads;
4. priority ranking of indiv.Vt-i*! road segments; and 
5. recommending integrated r&K.c. i.otworks for erch 

district.
 

These steps are explained in detail L- 1;1c Summary, Volume I 
of this report and only a frief synop. is given in this 
volume.
 

B. Design Criteria 

The design criteria for the class, secti,,n and geometric
 
standards for the rural roads were adopted from the
 
recommendations prepared by an ad hoc gIovernment committee
 
for the TransporL Survey Section of thu ..'lanning Commission 
of the Government. The roads classes c..Iucted for rural
 
road construction by the Planning Comnmi.>;i.n are Class IV
 
and Class V. Th:se are defined as folies: 

Class IV - Paved roads connectin: subdivisional and 
thana headquarters and ot' rincipalr -.


growth centers. 
Class V - Earth roads connecting thana nd union 

hoadquartors with sc;c, nW'4y grrwth centers. 
Approximate two-way LOu.'ly traffic within 
10 years of 20 passenge, car equivalents.
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C. Road Nominations By Local Officials
 

The consultant's team discussed rural road requirements of
 
the district with local officials in Faridpur. A large
 
meeting was held in Faridpur Town with 
the Deputy Comissioner
 
Subdivi ion Officers and district officers of government
 

ministries.
 

Subsequent meetings 
were held in Rajbari, Palong, Mladaripur
 
and Gopalganj ' with subdivision 6?fic(-rs, thana
 
Circle Officers for Development and Agriculturaj Extension
 
Officers.
 

Based on these trieetings and questionnaires prepared by the 
consultant and completed by local fficirls, road norrinations 
were received from thana, subdivasior Wd district officials. 
In Faridpur District 813 miles of rcdv v:ere noirinated for 
rural road construction. These are lI~tea Talein 29 
and shown in Figure 7.
 

D. Prliminaryj Road Screening
 

A screening process was applied to these roads to select the
 
more important segment for final priority7 ranking. 

The screening process used four criteria which are 
outlined
 
below:
 

1. Dual Nomination 

2. Parallel Roads
 
3. Nonconnecting Roads
 
4. Economic or Social Benefit
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After the initial screening of all nominated roads and -the
 

adjustment of the road network, the mileage for the prelir'.naxi'y 

network was reduced to 407 miles. These road are shown on the
 

map in Figure 8 and listed in Table 29. 

E. Priority Road Ranking 

For ranking the screened roads the consultant devised a system
 

that consisted of identifying and weighting selected benefit
 

factors for each road and then comparing themri to the 
estimated per mile cost for each ro-.ci. This gives an artificial 
benefit/cost ratio that can easily be ranked , roaci by road. 

It should be stressed that this ratio do,-or not -ive a true 
benefit/cost ratio and does not irdicte feasibility. 

Because many proposed roads are dependent upon the 

construction of other proposed roads, some additions and 

deletions of road segments were mane. These adjustments
 

were necessary to ensure accessibility and present an
 

integrated rural road network.
 

F. Data Problems
 

All of the basic data used in estimating costs and benefits 
for the road ranking system were supplied by district and 

thana officials. For sor,.,e thnnas"the economie, ariculturai 

an ,! enf.ineering data receivc,1 by the eonsultnnt wcrc either 

not carefully rreinrcl or incomplete. In ma.ny instnces 

data were available from -Jtcrn,-.tc sources but in others t,: 

were not ant unfortunately this adversely affected the
 

priority r-nking of inlividual ror, s. 

http:Jtcrn,-.tc
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X. RECO IMTENDED ROAD NETWORK 

A. Network
 

As shown on the map in Figure 9 the rural road network 

recommended for Faridpur District consists of 29 roads 

totalling approximttely 224.5 miles. Sixtee'n of' these 

recommended roads are Class IV roads with a total length of
 

131.5 miles. The remaining thirten roads, totalling 93.0 

miles, are Class V roads. The total estitmated network cost 

is $32.7 million, which averages to approximately $145.? 

thousand per mile/ The roads and mileage are distributed by
 

subdivision as follows.
 

TABLE 30
 

ROADS BY SUBDIVISION
 

Subdivision Class No. of roads Total rileage
 

IV 5 33 

Sadar V 2 13 

Total 7 6 

IV 3 27.5
 

Goalundo V 1 11 

Total 4 L Y3. 

IV 1 14 
Gopalganj V 2 18 

Total 3 32 

'adaripur IV 3 23 

V 2 23 

Total r 5 

Sar iatpur IV 511
t I 
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i-I shown in Table 30 the road mileage is fairly evenly
distributed throughout the district. 
 In addition the
 
proposed network would 
 link 29 major markets not now served 
by roads.
 

Initially the consultant had been favourably disposed toward
 
more construction in Gopalganj Subdivision, but ultioately

only three roads were recommended. The reasons are that:
 
(1) the subdivision will soon be linked to 
the district
 
headquarters by the new north-south R&H road 
on the western
 
side of the district; and 
(2) the extremely high cost of
 
building roads in many parts 
of the subdivision, With the
 
three recommended roads end the new R&H road, every thana in

tho subdivision will be linked by road with the subdivision
 
headquarters.
 

The largest number of roads and mileag- Is recommended for
the currertly inaccessable subdivision on of Sariatpur. 
 The
 
subdivision headquarters at Palong would be connected to
iVMadaripur and the rmiain R&H ro--d. Every thana in the 
subdivision would then havy a road link to Palong. This is 
very .i1portantto Sariatpur as currently w'_tcr transport

is the only transport alternative. 

In -iradaripur Subdivision the main additions are (0) the 
road connecting Sibchar then.. with the r:,ain R&H ro:-d and (2)

a road through the eastern part of Kalkini Thana. 
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Faridpur Sadar Subdivision has a better existing road network
 
than other areas due to the intersection of Faridpur-Barisal
 
and Faridpur-Jessore R&H roads. 
 The recommended network will
 
link currently inaccessable Char Bhadrasan and Alfadanga
 
Thanas and poorly connected Sadarpur thana. In addition it
 
will add shorter links opening up some poorly connected areas
 
of Boalmari and Kotwali Thanas.
 

In Goalundo Subdivision, the main feature of the network is a
 
long spine road through the very large Baliakandi and Pangsa 
Thana&, the latter which cannot be reached by road or water. 
This road -nd the Class V road through south-western Rajbari 
Thana; would link a large sugar growing area to the new sugar 
mill at i.adhukhali as well as provide a ro.d services to 
several important markets. 

In summary, the following thanas not now linked to the 
oxistil T ne;twvork would be included: Palong, Naria, Janjira, 
Bhedaran j. Da,.muddya, Goshairhat, Kotwalipara, N.uksudpur, 
Alfican, Pa.ga, Char Bha'drasan, and Sibchar. In addition, 
thrie thanas of Sadmrpur and Tliokcandi which are now poorly 
linked, would be better connected. 

A sumt.%!lry of the salient facts concerning the recommended 
network follows: 

r,'ileage of' all roads 224,5 
Estimated network cost (US $) 32.7 Million 
Number of all roads 29
 
Average per mile cost 
(US $) 145.7 Thousand 
Nui;-ber of' Class IV Roads 16 
Mileage of Class IV Roads 131.5 
Number of Class V Roads 13
 
vlileage of Class V Roads 
 93.0
 
Sho.-test road segment 
 2 Miles
 
Longest road segment 
 12 M11iles 
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The ratings were discontinued at rank No.25 1:ecause 
thte mileage totaled!
202.25 without adjustments of the retwora.
 

During adjustment for access, 
continuity and overall developmient concepts
 
the following changes were made:
Deletion of roads 3, 4, 6, 13, 
22, & 25 
 -a 55.75 milesAddition of roads 27, 28, 31, 35, 37, 38, 	43 

tss 

46_ 45 
 Add 78.0 Miles
 

The total recommended mileage is 
 224.5 miles.
 

http:ADIPUR-AKH.TL
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Table 31 lists each road included in the recommended network 
by priority 
ranking together with the thanas an!
subdivisions served, class of road, length andl estimated
 
cost.
 

Table 32 gives the priority values and othcr data .for the 
remainder of the 51 screened roads not included in the 
recommended network.
 

B. 
 Cost Estimate Constraints
 

The costs prcsentc-d road 1,,r 
road in these tables are economic
 
costs, that is, 
after all 
taxes and dut.' .s have bcun
 
deducted. They do not include costs of my ln(-.
acquisition for right-of-way. They -.re b urtsedo estimates 
supplied by local and district officiais for road mileages
bridge lengths and have not boon chc.c.ed by the
consultant. It should hc noted th',t Jocal officipls do not 
h&ve access to any distancc I.lasuri.lg enLui ent;,' -Ind tlhe
consultant has been faced with )any ,tr,ta inconsistr.nces in
 
the course of- study.
 

Table 33 gives the estimated costs separateod into local 
currency and foreign exchange components for ea:.ch of the 
29 road segments in the recommended network. US Jiol].ar

equivalents for each segment are included in the table. 

http:Jiol].ar
http:I.lasuri.lg
http:chc.c.ed
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XI. 
 ENGINEERING AND CONSTRUCTION PLANNING
 

A. Construction $easoh
 

The period of the year available for road construction in
 
Faridpur is directly assotiated with the clearly dcfincL
 
rainy or monsoon 
 season. 2he best months are November
 
through February, 
 when th5 mean monthly rainfall is less
 
than an inch. Depending 
 on annual climaqic conditions, the 
latter part of Octobcr, th,' month of 1L,,jarch and the first
 
part of A'1ny are also occasionally suitable. The
 
construction season sl zhtly
is longer in the less
 
flood-prone northern but
thana3, somewhat shorter in the 
southern thanas.
 

The road construction season in Faridpur thus varies from
 
a minimum of four 
 months to a maximum of six months.
 
Bridge construction may b- continued 
 for longer periods
 

provided the work and ma-rial storage 
areas arc properly
 
protected.
 

B. Equipment and DMaterial Avnilability 

The Roads and Highways Directorate owns a minimum of
 
construction equipment with a tO year averar:e 
 age f~r its 
own use. The District .ouncil and Sub-division Offices 
have no road construction equipment that could he use-d on 
this project. The major materials ruqu ,.r.. t, ir:Lck. 
filling sand and earth, arc readily availrle in a.?.] are:as 
of the district. Stone concrete Jncinll.arc-an, sand 
brought into t(e .re;s from D[)cca :",ni. Syll. t, Otlher I.,;, J s 
ZIAl, [s ceo:r:,nt , , io s c] an c, ,--th 1 1 
arc ibnport,. and must b.:. tr: nspor I, fr,' T( or.'.t 
ChiJtt: on 1%. 
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C. Contracting and Labor Availability
 

Other than small building contractors, 
there are no local. road
 
or bridge contractors 
in the district. It is envisioned that
 
registered contractors will come from Dacca or other major 
areas with their skilled craftsman and elploy local people for
 
the unskilled 1 !bor requirements. Equipmcnt for' compaction or 
pile driving must be irought in or even furnished to the 
successful contractor. 

After the harvest periqd, lgcl infor.riation indicates that 
substantial numbers of people in all arears are either 
unemployed or underemployed. These people could easily satisfy 
the unskilled labor requirements for thc smll contractors. 
A limited number of r':sons rind carpent-rs ar., present in each 
subdivision but availability woulc r:icpunl on other work 
qpportunit-4.es. 

D. SpDecial Problems 

Construction of ferry landings re quirng piles, floating 
pontoons and steel access ramps for m2,j, river crossings 
will present some difficulties. Probli.:s ,-re also atnticipated 
because of the additional land for rirhts-of-wy that the 
rural roads program will require. 

B. Netwnrk Cons truction Schedule 

Table 34 presents detailed construction plannin;'
 
requirements for each road., 
 segiient covering :,!npowr,
 
equipment and materials. It also gives an estimate of the 
construction tirie required to complete (,-ch road in the 
recommended networlk:. 

http:qpportunit-4.es
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