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INTRODUCTION TO THE DATA BASE 1N THIS BOOKLET

The United States Bureau nf *he Census (BuCen) recently completed a pilot six-month project, sponsored
jointly by the AID Women in Development Office (PPC/WID) and the Office of Population (DS/POP), which,
drawing on existing data sovrces, provides AID with data disaggrc CLoLY Zed, age ond arban- ru-sal
residence for a variety of variables including demographic, education, health, household, income and
employment. The purpose of the project was to capture and makn accessible, in a convenient single
location, statistical data fro.. exlsting sources reclevant to a be-ter understanding of the status and
roles of womepr in AlD-participating countrics. The scope of work included s data search of n9
AlD-participating countries for specific variables. A listing of the countries for which searcnes
in
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Jere
conducted is provided in Appendix A. A listing of the variables searched is provided Appendix B.
Appendix C presents, in matrix ‘orm, « summary of the vesnlte of the data search. More than 2,00C tables
were compiled during the projac. (though some remain blank owing to lack oif information) using a variety

of national and international scurces. The most commonlty used sources weve naticnal censuses and SuTVeys,
statistical abstracts, and internationai compendia (e.g., publicaticns from the Unitred Naticns, the Latin

American Demographic Cencer, the International Labor Organization, and so forth) Each table is 1in a
standard format which permits the footnoting of sources arnd important definitions. Further annotation is
often included to indicate instances where data availability deviates significantly from the standard
table outline, or where concepts and definitions uvsed In coilection or tablulation differ from

internationally recommended standards.

BuCen reseurches were concerned with recording ‘"hard", reliable data. Census data were generally accepted
as valid. Survev data were used if they had been judged reliable by the country analysts in the BuCen
nternational Demographic Data Center (IDDC). Projections were not used and estimates or questionabie

Medsures were generally avoided. 1If, of necessit:, the latter were 2mployed, caveats appear in the
footnotes.

A major product of this effort is a computerized iita file suitable for analysis usiag standard
statigtical packages, e.g., Statistical Package f.or the Social Sciences (SPSS) and Statist:cal Analysis
System (SAS). Dara for all 49 countrios ace avallabhla oo oz claple frc. L Sianiad Coape Tite Tormat was
prepared for all 19 tables. TInformation concerning the reccrd layouts {formats) for the various types of
data a3 well as information regarding data-file syecifications is available. Levond the basic r:bular
data, the tapes indicate source teferences, concept definitions, and any qualifying information which
should be considered by the user. The computerized data file is available for use by Agency personnel on
the A1l computer. Arrangements for Agency nsers =hould he made Fhravah the Ecoponic and Social Data
Services Division, Office of Development Information and Utilization (DS/DIVU/ESDS). The data file is also
available on magnetic tape from the BuCen. Requests should be addressed to Chief, International
-Demographic Data Center, U. S. Bureau of the Ceansus, Washington, D. C. 20233.


http:Econ.,.ic

At this time we are making copies of the data available in hard copy booklet form, on a country-specific

basis. Each country booklet contains a complete set of computer printout tables for the variables
szarched for that country. In those cases where the data search failed to uncover data for a variable,
the tabla(s) appesrs blank in the country booklet. Copies of thess country-gpecific booklets are

available upon request from the AID Office of Development Information and Utilization (DS/DIU).

vensus data on women exhibit certain limitations and biases which must be taken intes account if the
statistics are to be interpreted appropriately. Some of these biases are noted in the TOREWORD which
follows. Appendix E, "A Cautionary Note Regarding Use of Employment Statistics for Women,' by Nadia

Youssef, expands on the difficulties surrounding the use of women's vtatistics in the important area of
employment.

The data capture activities comprising this project are being extended and expanded in z three-year
follow-on contract with the Bureau of the Census, to begin in FY'81. The Ckjective and Scope of Work for
that contract are reprinted in Appendix D for the purpose of informing users of these data about the
directions of continuing efforts.

Finally, several tear-out copies of Reader Comments forms have been bound into this volume for use in
submitting wser reactions aund suggestions to the DIU office in AID/Washington. We would appreciate
hearing from you. Every effort will be made to improve upon the present volume so that succeeding
editions bec-cme progressively more useful.

s
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FGREWORD

Background

(a) The International Context

The decade Lf tne seventiec witnessed a growing internacional movement directed towards improvement in the

statue and roles =f women worldwide. Increasingly, it hecame widely recoznized and accepted that, while
class or socizl ranking is a general osr basic factor 1n al!! penple's fate in life, women face a special
probler. in thzt there are two systems of stratificicion in opera-ion. The s2cond system conceras women's

position vis-a-vis men in ;;glic and private iife. 1t is in this sense that women are confronted with
probiens of discrimination pecuiiar to them, and it is this universal problem thart lay behind the
designation of the Interrational Women's Year in 1975, followed bv the current United Nations Decade for
Women (1975-1985). A more recent milestone in this international women's Tlovement was reached when, on 18
December 1979, the United Nations General Assembly adovrted by a vote of 130 in faver, none against, with
11 abscentions and 11 Member States non-voting, The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women. Eighty-one nations are now signatories to the Conventior and ratification
proceedings are underway in these countrias.

tb) The Situation in AID

During this same time, within the Agency for International Development, awareness of women as they
impa:ted on, and were affected by, the development process also grew. Reports depicting women as victims
of the development process appeared with increasing Irequency, as did reports that the conftributions of
women to the development process were being consistently overlooked.*

Special concern for the status and roles of women was initially provided explicit recognition in the
Agency policy framework, in 1973, in Sec. 113 of the Foreign Assistance Act, otherw.se known as the Percy
Amendment.

*This perspective was also incorporated in the conceptral framewcrk underlying the Programme of Acztion
for rhe Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women which states. in part: "It can be argued
that the predominant economic analyses of labor and capital insuificicntly tvace the linkages between
production systems in world economics and women's work as producers and reproducers; nor g the subjec-
tion, exploitation, oppression and domination of woman by men, sufficiently explained in history."

(UN: A/Conf. 94/34, 13 August 1980, p. 6)

ii1l



That amendment mandated that Foreign Assistance '"shall be administered so as to give particular attention
to those programs, projects and activities which tend to integrate women into the national economies of
de2loping countries, thus improving their status ard assisting the total development effort."

Whiie the Percy Amendment dealt specificallyv with women, other broade- changes occurring within the Agency
(as well as wiithiin the developieat communily generally) iladirectly spoblie’%ed the situation of women.
First, the AID 'new directions" maudate of 1273 focusred attention on issues of distribution and equity in

the gru4th process. Secondly, the '"new directions' approach was supplemented mid-decade with the "bagic
’ i
human needs' emphasis. Both orienta:ions pushed toward greater concern for women in the process of
sociletal chanje. This is the case b>cause (1) women make up a disproportionately large portion of the
- ) (J

poorest of the poor, and (2) women commonly bear the major regponsibility for suppiying themselves and
heir fawmilies with food, water, fuel, health care, sanitation, education, and so forth. Women are, ia
2ffect, simultaneously the group most in nead and the "front line' providers of basic human needs.
Development projects that overlook or miscongtrue their capabilities and contriburions tun the serious
risk of being ineffective or, even worse, counterproductive.*

{¢) Data Needs on Women

Plauners and administrators who have recognized the need to take women -ato account, both as contributors
to, and/or beneficiaries of, the development process, are often frustraced by the lack of solid,
accessible statistical evidence of women's situations. In the absence of reliable data, decisions must be
made on the basis of impressions, hunches, or even prejudices. At stake are substantial investments of
both human and financial resources. Data bases which fail to address the tnique situations of women
provide littie guicance for policy plaaning, and little basis for judging the results of initiatives taken
to further women's integration in cevelopment. Hence tie crucial need for a reliable, up-to-date,
accessible data base on women in development.

Within the Agency, it is powv generally recognized that beginning with the policy stage and continuing
through the project programming, implementation and evaluation cycle, data must be obtained which reflect
the differential conditions of men and women. The assumption that when beuefits ard costs accrue to
production aggregates (rauging from natiung to households), they will be felt in scme comparable way by
the various units (ranging fron: suhgroup to individuals) of which they are ccmprised, has proven patently
false. Many projects now require the gathering of baseline socioeconomic data pertinent to womea's
status, = g., tL2 sexual division of labur, decision-making in the household, the pattern of expenditure
of household tash earnings and so forth. Project evaluations and lmpact assessments increasingly focus on

*See, for example, The Nemow Case, Case Studies of the Impact of Large Scale Development Projects on
Women: A Series for Plzuners, Working Paper MNo. 7, September 1979, Agency for International Development,
Ua~hington.




changes in tihe differential access of men and women to both the means and fruits of production.*

(d) Problems and Prospecte

Problems with the statistical data base on women and women's sifnations in society emerge froam two

theoretically distinct scurces. One set of problems arises from the conczepts and indicators which have
been used in the COR;F“LLCJ“H of the datz bese. TFor example, there are intrinsic (imications to
operatioral definitions of concepts and urements designed to capture emplovment trends in ~ensus
practices. These cowbine vith cultural biases against women's emrlcyment, and together resuit in “he
underreporting aud UuddLLOJTLIHg of wo ! rticipati in the market place.%* Toc often the eccnomic
vaiue of what women do in zhe home and s on is given shor® shrift in census ~»-d manvy
survey data. HNecessary chenges in \cep and a earations of data gatherers represcit a ct.allienge
extending into the future, although soma measure of lmpr””ﬁ“e1t is possible in the ort ram in some areas.

A second set of problems with the statistical dara base es from the lack of availahility of
data at appropriate levels cof aggregation; i1.e, data are gated by sex. Although census and
survey data have frequeuntlv been collected in such a way the rabulation of responses separately

for men and women, because of =he past znsensitivity to quastions concerning differing corditions and
responses by sex, separate rabulations have eirher not been made or have not been reported. This is an
. )

area where improvements can he made within relatively short time periods.

Ore of the goals adopted by the Office of Women in Development (WID) in A1D*%* ig improvements in the

collection, repovting and analysis of data conce erning the status of women in scciety and their role in
national devclopment. 1In order to further the goal of reliable iuformation on wemen in Jdevelopment issues,
the WID Gffice has been supporting a variety of efforts to develcp a veli=* _c and internaticnally

comparable cdata base in these areas. One of these efforts has been to @ramine existing data sources, and,
where possible, provide tabulations of the information separately by sex. The data preseated in this
serles of country hooklets represent the product of that effort.

*Assessirg che Impact of Development Projects on Women, A.I.D. Progiam Evaluation Discussion Paper
No. 8, Bureau for Program and Policy Coordination, Ageacy for International Development, May, 1930.

**Limitations and biases reg garding cwployrient statistics for weomen are discusced in Appendix F, "A
Cautionary Note Regarding Use of Employment Statistics for Women."

*¥%%The Women in Development Office was established within the Agency to help meet the objectives of the
Percy Amendment.



It is clearly recognized that the data captured in this project do not represent an ideal or complete set
of informaton on the status and role of women necessary for project and/or program needs.* Rather they
reflert to a substantial degree what 1s curvently accessible to the research team members. We do feel,
however, that it ray be useful tc publicize basic data available to AID missionsg, generalists in the
development community, and program planners who mny be Interested in comparisons within regions and
comparisons between men and women. In addition we hope this kind of presentaticn will help create a demand
for more derailed and sophisticiated information »n women 1n the future, especially if future publications
point out current gaps in information.

An assumption underlying the project was that the availability of data on women in developing countries
might remind planners of the importance of incorporating women in their preograms, help suggest programs and
speed up the orilentation of more development programs toward women. In other words, the project was
expected to have a ''consciousness-ratsing' function.

A& more specific concern however, was to build »p - solid set of data on characteristics of women 1in
developing ~ountries which could be updated when rew information became available. The 1980 round of
censuses will provide more information as will the country specific studies now being done in many
countries. The data base does provide a solid beuchmark of what was available from the 1970s and can serve
as a source for future comparisons.

*Because of their lack of detail, the data would not be very useful for project planning. It is pcssible
some AID field missions, especially those with smaller staffs, will use the information in their annual
Country Development Strategy Statement (CDSS) although many missions may be closer to the data for their
own country than the compilers in Washingtoan could be. Regional comparisons might re-emphasize the
continued exisitence of ceriain probleas, e.g., the relativaly 1ou 1ife axpectancy of females in South Asia.
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TASLE 1. UNADJUSTED POPULATION BY AGEy SEX AND URBAN/RURAL
RESIDENCEy 1962. MAURITIUS

AGE T0TAL TOTAL TOTaL UKRBAN URB AN URBAN RUK AL [UKAL RUKA).

TOT AL MALE FEMALE 10TAL MALE FEMALE TUTAL MALE FEMALE
TOTAL 69995 4 351368 343586 2300058 A A 4679188 A A
UNDER 1 24252 1215 12087 A A A A A A
1=« 91342 26256 450u6 A A A A A A
5-~9 107200 D39%¢ 53204 A A A A A A
10-14« G 3992 1207 45705 A A A A A A
15-19 53980 3201e 31964 A A A A A A
20-24 48999 24310 24629 A A A A Iy A
25-29 45552 2079 22873 A A A A A A
20—24 40312 20435 1877 A A A A A A
35-39 42729 221loy 20561 A A A A A A
40—t 32371 16986 15385 A A A A A A
45~49 29114 15375 13739 A A A A A A
50 -54 23200 12313 10687 A A A A A A
55-59 19030 9507 Fab A A A A A A
80—64 15072 T1806 Tu86 A A A A A A
55 aND DVER 22490 8504 139006 A A A A A A
UNKNOWN 319 1e9 170 A A A A A A

Ol SOURCE: CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE, 1962 PuUPULATLIUN CENSUS OF
MALRITIUS AND ITS DEPENUENCIESy GUVERNMENT PRESSy POKT LOUILS,
1963, VOLUME 1, TABLES 3 anD 235 AND VOLUME 2, TsRLE 12.

02 DE FACTO POPULATION.

03 URBAN AREAS INCLUDE THE TOWNS GF PORT LOUI>, QUATRE BURNES, bEAU
BASSIN/ROSE HILL, CUREPIPE, AND VACUAS/rHOENIX .

04 CENSUS TABULATIONS COVER THE ISLAND UF MAUK1TIUS AND 1TS MAIN
DEPENDENCY, RUDRIGUES. EXCLUDED FROM TaABULATIUNS ARE FIVE MINOR
DEPENDENCIES (DIEGU GARCIAs PEROS BANHUS, SALUMUNy AGALEGA, AND
5T. ERANDON) WITH A (UMBINED ENUMERATED POPULATION OF 1,062 IN
1962.

A DATA NOT AVAILASLE,
B 2031 PERSONS FROM THE TOTaAL MAURITIUS PUPULATION WERE NOT
CLASSIFIED AS URBAN/RURAL.

(1)



TABLE 2. UNADJUSTED POPULATION BY AGE, SEX AND URBAN/RURAL
RESIDENCE, 1972, MAURITIUS

AGC TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL URBAN URB AN URBAN RURAL RURAL RURAL
TOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL MALE FeMALE TOTAL MALE FEMALE
TOTAL 850968 425850 425118 364678 180465 184213 “H80290 245385 240905
UNDER 1 20475 10246 10229 7189 3609 3580 13280 66037 5649
1-4 85524 43282 22452 30906 15590 15316 54618 21692 26926
5-9 122690 62036 L0654 49316 24829 244487 7337« 37207 3o0i6?
10-1ie 114556 57310 56746 4RB292 2448 Y 23804 5626« 32322 32942
15-19 102988 51362 51626 +5207 224T% 227132 577381 25687 2889«
20-24 31lels «+1051 40567 34593 17239 1770« 40625 237062 228063
25-29 S41+0 26971 21769 2440t 11791 12615% 3033« 15160 15154
30 ~-3 40163 215684 272719 20450 10078 10372 23713 11406 11907
25-39 2461 21373 Zluss 19638 9750 2813 22823 1il613 11210
40—-us 36974 18821 18153 17535 8872 86563 19439 9949 9490
45 —49 3vz306 20535 18801 18039 9204 ur7s 21297 11271 13020
50-5¢ 28365 14850 13515 12629 6475 6154 1573¢ 8375 7361
58 =09 25615 12500 12715 11720 5735 5945 13955 71165 5790
~0—ra 192488 F446 9842 8958 w22 «731 10330 5219 5111
55 ANC CVER 31146 12621 18325 15166 >889 9277 15980 6932 904b
UNKNOWN 969 “«62 507 234 94 140 735 3638 36

Ol SUURCZ: CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE, 1972 PUPULATION CENSUS OF
MAURITIUS,y, RGSE HILL,y 19749, vOLUME 3, TABLE 50y AND vOLUME 5y
TAgLES 10 AND 12.

G2 JF FaCTU PUPULATION,

03 JR5aN AREAS INCLUDE THE TOWNS UF PURT LUUIS, QUATRE B0ORNES, BEAuU
BASSIN/RUSE-HILLy CUREPIPE, ANU VACOAS/PHUOENIX.

04 CENSUS TABULATIONS COVER THE ISLAND UOF MAURITIUS AND 1TS MAIN
OEPENDENCY, ROLRIGUESy, EXCLUDED FRUM TABULATLIONS ARE FIVe MInUR
DEPENDENCIES: DIEGD GAKRCIA, PEROS BANHOS, SALUMON, AGALEGA, AND
ST. 3RANDON.

t2)



TABLE 3. ADJUSTED POPULATION BY AGE AND SEXe 1962. HMAWRITIUS

01 SEARCH CONDUCTED BUT NO DATA FUUND.
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TABLE 4. ADJUSTED POPULATIUN BY AGE AND SEX, 1972. MAURITIUS

01 SEARCH CONDUCTED BUT NU DATA FOUND-

{«)



TABLE 5. POPULATION 3Y PROVINCY:, SEX AND URB AN/RURAL RESTUENCE,
1972. MAURITIUS

PRAVINCE TOTAL TUuTaL TUTAL URBAN URB AN URBAN KUKRAL RUKAL KUKAL
TOT AL MALE FEMALE TOTAL Ma LE FEMALE TOTAL MAL t FeEMALE
TOTAL 850411 425538 424873 3640678 180465 184213 +385733 245073 240560
PORT LOUIS 133996 664321 67565 133994 66431 6T565 O ¢} 0
PAMPLEMOUSSES 68948 34945 34005 0 0 0 0d94u 34943 14005
ROVIERE DU REMPART 66995 35988 33007 0 0 Q bo9YG 5 33908 33307
Face 89050 45057 43993 Q O [¢] 85050 45057 43995
GRAND-P(URT 80719 40 busy «0075 Q 0 0 BUTLY 20044y +C0 75
SAVANNE 53011 2n737 20274 9] 0 0 c3011 L6737 indils
PILLAINES WILHEMS 258699 128121 136578 229377 112863 115514 30322 Ioes5s 120n4
MO A +38610 24439 24171 0 0 Q 48510 24439 24171
BLACK R1VER 26171 13220 12951 2305 1171 1134 23866 12049 11347
RODRIGUES 24212 11958 12254 0 0 0 24212 11655 12254

0l SOURCE: CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE, 1972 PIPULATION CENSUS UF
MAURITIUS, ROSE HILL, 1974, VOLUME 5, TaBLEk S5y ANO VOLUME 3,
T~BLE 29.

02 INCLUDES ONLY THE MAIN ISLANDS UF MAURITIUS AND KUNRIGUES.

{5)



TABLE 6A. POPULATION BY ETHNIC GROUP ;3 SEX AND URBAN/RUTAL
RES1DENCE, 1972. MAURITIUS

ETHNIC GROuUP TJOTAL TUTAL TOTAL
TUTAL MA LE FEMALE
TOTAL 450968 425850 425116
HINDU “2Y¥3a> 2157152 212593
MUSLIM 137171 68634 68337
SIND-MAURITIAN 24373 1301y 11355
GENERAL POPULATION 261079 1282446 132833

01 SOURCE: CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICt, 1972 PUPULATICN CENSUS OF
MAURITIUS, ROSE HILL, 1974, VOLUME 5, TABLE 3y AND VULUME 3,
TABLE 29.

{6)
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TABLE 63. POPULATION BY RELIGION, SEX AND URBAN/RURAL RESIDENCE,
1972. MAURITIUS

01 SEARCH CONLUCTED BUT NO DATA FOWND.

(7)



TABLE 6C. POPULATION BY NAT IONAL1TY, SEX AND URBAN/RURAL RES IDENCE,
1972. MAURITIUS

Ol SEARCH CONDUCTED BUT NO DATA FOUND.

(8)



TASLE 6U. POPULATIUN BY LANGUAGE s SEX AND UKBAN/RURAL RESIDENCE,

1972. MAURITIUS

LANGUAGE TuTaL T0TaL T0T AL
TOT AL MaLE FEMALL
TOTaL 45096¢& “ 25850 25118
CHINESE 9451 502¢ 4429
CRzULE +52848 221275 225573
ENGLISH 2299 1150 1149
FRzNCH 39456 Inlly 213¢7
GUUSATI 407 199 pger.}
HINII 262216 131¢916 130297
MAATw] 12036 6031 o005
Tawii 29094 lagly 14615
TzLzsu 17634 87170 L8064
[SERR U 23470 11780 11690
OTHER LANGLUAGES 937 “92 445
UNKNT wWN 1120 o0« 516
Ol S2URCE: CENTRAL STATLISTICAL OFFICcy 1972 PUPULATIOM CENSUS OF

MAURITIUS, ROSE mILL 1974, VOLUME 5, TaAsLce 234y AND VOLuME 3,
TABLE s6.

LANGUAGE MEANS THE LZNGUAGLE USUALLY JR MOST ULFTEN SPUKEN BY THE
INZIVIDUAY IN H1IS HUME. FUR CHILOREN NUT YET ABLE TO SPEAK, THE
YSUAL LANGUAGE OF THE HARENT WAS ADOPTEL.

(]



TABLE 7. LIFE EXPECTANCY AT SELECTED AGES, BY SEX AND URBAN/RURAL
RESTIOENCE, 1971~1973, MAURITIUS

AGE TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL
TOTAL MALE FEMALE
o] A 60,7 65,3
1 A 65.8 08.0
5 . A 6le3 o5 .8
15 A 51.7 56.3
30 A 37.7 *2.06
45 A 24.4 33.06
&0 A 13.3 170

01 “QURCE: UNITED NATIONS STATISTICAL UFFICEy DEMUGR APHIC YEARBUJIK
1977, NEW YOURK, 1978, TabLt 22.
02 LIFE EXPECTANCIES APPLY TO THe ISLAND OF MAURLITIu>s ONLY.

A JATA NOT AVAILABLE.

(10)



TABLE 3. INFANT MORTALITY RATES (PER 1,000 L1lve BIRTHS), BY SEx
AND URBAN/RURAL RESIDENCE, 1976. MAURITIUS

YEAR TOTAL
TOTAL
1976 40

01 SOUKLE: U.S. BUREAU OF THE CEN3SUS, WORLU PUPIILATION 1977,
AASHINGTON, 1976, P. 86.

02 EXCLUDES DhTAa FOR AGALZGA AND ST. BRANUCN.

(1i1)



TABLE 9. PERCENT OF NATIVE-B8ORN PUPULATION S8URN OQUTS1IDE OF PROUVINCE
OF CURRENT RESIDEMCE, BY AGE AND SEX, 1972, MAURIT1US

CURRENT RESIDENCE TOTAL
TOTAL COUNTRY 2542
MALE 2le4
FEMALE 28.9
PORT LOUYIS 25.9
MALE 24.0
FEMALE 278
PAMPLEMUUSSES 30.6
“ALE 26 .4
FEMALE 36.8
RIVIERE DU REMPART 28B.5
MALE 22.9
FEMALE 34.2
FLALQ 27.1
MalLE 21.Y9
FEMALE 32.4
S5RAND PIKT 26.5
MALE 2247
FEMALE Vel
SAVANNE 2e1
MALE 27 .9
FEMALE 36.3
PLAINES #ILHEMS 15.4
MALE 12.9
FEMALE 18.6
40X A 37.1
MALE 31.3
FcMALE “2.9
ALAaCK RIVER 26.0
MALE: 246
FoMaLE 31le3
XKJUKIGUES 2.7
MALE 3.0
FEMALE 2als

01 SOURCe: CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICEy, 1972 PUPULATION CENSUS UF
MAURITIUS, ROUSE HILL 1974, VOLUME 3y Tastre 3, AND YOLUME 5,
TABLE 19,

(12}



TASLE 10A. TOTAL POPULATIGN 15 YEARS OLD AND UVER, BY MARLTAL
STATUSy AGE, AN SEX, 1572. MAURITIUS

SZXx AND AGE TOTAL SINGLE MARR I eDCONSENSUAL HIUUAEUSEP/DIVOR JNUT STATED
TAdTAaL COUNTRY 501893 181504 254625 13066 37751 13860 uv07
TOTAL MALES 251309 10750u 1273y9%b 6355 5856 3922 47o
15-1¢ 50913 5055¢ 247 79 2 23 10
20=24 40899 34335 ST5« 620 17 153 20
22-29 20897 11797 14052 79 42 256 33
30=-54~ 21844 3742 16857 174 82 351 38
35-39 213236 lez2 18059 821 118 415 “1
40—y 18780 1.906 15959 T94 189 459 “43
wE=0g 20511 1097 17540 804 4206 569 45
S50~%4 14830 529 1254 3 596 555 4T 25
55=59 12871 tla 10571 485 166 @ll 24
950 =b4 9355 45y 7276 314 9lo 370 lo
25 AND UVER 12625 652 Yea 340 2757 405 17
UNKNCWN 444 Z0> 56 9 6 6 164
T2TAL FEMALE 250584 74504 L21227 6711 3l875 93938 329
13-19 50741 44042 Sue49 46l 21 359 9
2024 39916 18406 18379 996 157 1451 27
25=24 27201 4715 19544 833 E%-) 1447 14
30 -34 21723 1707 17377 785 507 1271 le
35-39 20659 1054 16499 Bo? 964 1272 19
40 -cs 17848 T1s 13470 770 tes2 1152 lo
43549 18572 o7 13067 128 2987 1093 10
50—5« 13316 530 8242 399 3362 721 12
55-59 12593 [CED Y 0510 376 4515 553 8
SO—ba 9619 499 g ry 220 «75¢6 323 12
55 AND OVER 17910 le2y 301ls 201 12496 288 30
UNKNUOWN 460 197 48 15 36 8 150

01 SUJRCE: CENTRAL STATISTLCAL OFF1CE, 1972 PLPULAILIUN CeNSUS Gr
MAURITIUS,; KDSE HILL, 1974, yOL%z 3, ThslLt 4%y AND VULUME oy
TaBLE 3.

02 "MARKIED® IMCLUDES LEGALLY AND/UR XELIGIOUSLY MARRIED.

{15)



TAsLE 108. URBAN POPULATION 15 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY MARITAL
STATUS, AGE, AND SEX, 1972. MAURITIUS

01 SEARCH CuNDUCTED 31T NO DATA SOUND.

{1la)



TABLE 10C. RURAL POPULATION 15 YEAKS OLD &aND UVER, 3Y MARITAL
STATUS, AGE, AND SEXs 1972. MAURITIUS

01 S:ARCH CONJUCTED 3UT NU DATA FOUND.

t15)



TABLE 11l. MINIMUM LZGAL ALE AT MAKKIAGE AND AGe AT wWHICH SPECIFIED
PcRCenNT ARE eVER MARRIEU, B8Y Stix ANU URBAN/KUKAL
RESIDENCE, 1972. #HAUR1Tlus

ITEM TOT AL TOTAL

MALE FEMALE
MINIMUM LEGAL AGE lo 15
AGE 25% EVER-MARR. 24 19
AGE 50% EVER-MARK. 27 22
AGE 753 EVER-MARR. 30 <h

Oi SOURCES: FOR LEGAL AGE; UNITED NATLUNS STATISVILCAL OFFICH,
DEMOGRAPHIC YEARBUUK 1977y NEW YURK 1978y TABLE ¢4. FUR ALE EVER
MAKRIED; CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE, 1972 PUPULATION CENSUS OF
MAURITIUS, ROSt HILLy 1974, VOLUMc 5, TABL: 44y AND vOLUME 5,
TaB8te 13,

(16)



TAB

LE 1lz. NUMBeR UF HOUSEROLUDS BY SIZE, MEAN SIZt AND MED1AN S12E,
BY URBAN/XURAL RESIDENCLE, 1972. MAURITIUS

NOe. OF PERSCNS/HH T0T AL URB AN RURAL
1 12341 6025 6318
2 16759 8862 7897
3 18501 9381 9180
& 19867 9837 10030
5 19986 9212 10774
5 16350 5012 1033u
7 15616 6481 9135
3 1298« «4 H95 80489
9 e0s7 3360 4721
10 AND OVER 12681 5213 7468
TJOTAL 155232 71282 83950
MEAN SIZE “e3 5.1 5¢5
MEDIAN SIZE 5.0 4e7 Se3
0l SOURCE: C(CENTRAL S1AaTiSTICaL UFFILE, 1972 PUPULAYION CENSUS UF

Q4

MAURITIUS, RNISE HI. Ly 1974, VOLUME 7, TARLE 1.

A HUUSEHOLD IS E1TAEK: A) A PERSUN wWHO MAKES PRUVISIUN FUR HIS
GWN FOQD CR UTrHei, ESSENTIALS FUK LIVING; OR 85) A SROUP UF TwU UR
MORE PERSCNS KELATuD kY TIES UF KINSHIP UR NUT sy WHO MAKE CUMMON
PROVISION ( l.ces WHO SHARE THt =XPENSc) FUR FOQD AND OJTHER
ESSENTIALS FUR LIVING.

OUE TJ VARTATIUNS IN HUUSEHOLU ENUMERATION BETWEEN THE ISCANDS UF
MAURITIUS aNu RUDRIGUES s THE LATTER “t1AS BEEN EXCLUDED FROM TaBLE
12. FOR 1nt NUMBER COF CUCCUPANTS PEF DWELL ING LAS QPPUSED 1O
HOUSEHOLD) OGN RODRIGU-S, SEE 1972 PLPULATIUN CENDUS, VULUME 3,
TABLE 17.

UNKNUWNS INCLUCEU IN *1Uu AND OVER® CATEGOKY .

{1l1)



TASLE 13. HEADS CF HOUSEHULU BY AuLE, SEXs; ANU URHY AN/ RURAL
RESIDENCE, 1972. MAURITIUS

AGE TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL
10T AL MALC FeMaLe
TOT AL 155232 125979 29253
UNDER 20 422 324 98
2024 4185 4269 516
25-29 11652 10735 917
30-34 15941 14557 1304
35-59 19438 17298 2140
40 —dsy 14948 16339 2609
45 =5y 22360 16593 3767
50-54 17095 13597 349n
55-59 1£7606 11720 +O0 48
6C—64 11860 o31s 3562
65 AND OVER 16623 997 6626
UNXNOWN 320 23¢ ©8

01 SCURCE: CeNTRAL STAaTlISTICAL OFFICE, 1972 PUPULATIUN CENSUS UF
MAURLETIUS, RUSE HliL, 1974, VOLUME 7, TABLE 4.

02 THE HEAD CF HOUScHOLD IS THAT PthkSON wWHU 15 ACKNOWLEUGED AS SUCH
B THe UTHER MEMEER(S) OF THE nlUSEMOLD.

C3 LwATA REFEX ONLY TU TrE ISLANU UF ~AURITIUS.

(1s)



TALLE 14A. AGE-SPECIFIC FERTILITY RATES (PER 1,000 WOUMEN), BY
URBAN/RURAL RESIDENLE, 1976. MauUKRITIUS

AGE T10TAL
15-19 59
20-24 172
25=-29 176
30-3¢« 114
35-39 64
40 ~u<y 27
45-49 2

01 SOURCE: UNITED NATIUNS STATISTICAL OFFICE,y DEMOUGRAPHIC YEaAKBUOK
1977, NEW YORK, 1975, TABLE 1l1l.

(19)



TASLE 148. SELECTED FERTILITY MEASUKES, BY URBAN/RURAL RESIDENCE,
1977. MAURITIUS

SELECTED MEASURES TOTAL
C3R (PER 1000 PuP) 20.00
TFR (PER WOMAN) 4608
GRR (PER WCMAN) 2.208
NRR {PER WOMAN) 2.008

0l SUURCe: WUNITEU NATIUNS STATISTICAL OF”i1CE, PVSRy NEW YURK, oULY
1977 (EXCLUBES UATA rOR AGALEGA AND Si. BRANDON).

3 T=zSE FIGURES ARE FOR 1965=-19703 FROM MauxiTluS—COUNTRY PROSPECTS,
Tm& PUPULATION CUUNCIL, NEwW YORK, 1974.

(0)



TABLE 15A. NUMBER OF L1TERATE PERSONS 5 YEARS OLD AND OVER, BY AGE,
SEX AND UKBAN/RURAL KESIUENCE, 1952. MAURLIT1US

AGE TOTAL TOTAL TOTAL
TOTAL MALE FEMALE
TOTAL 361597 2057179 155818
5=-12 108755 57016 51745
13~-19 T4000 0100 33900
20-24 3221 lo167 1l403)
25=34 51379 302386 21141l
35 -4 42283 2685 15398
45~5¢4 21822 138476 93«6
55-b4 15289 9949 5410
65 AND WER 9614 «+838 4776
UNKNOWN 167 96 71

Ol SOURCE: CENTKAL STATISTICAL OFFICEy 1Yo< PUPULATIUN CENSUS UF
MAUR ITIuUS AND 1ITS DEPENUENCIES, GUVERNMENT PRESSy PURT LOUSS,
1963, VOLUME 1, T&H3LES 11 AND 30.

02 THE CZFINITICN UF LITzRACY CUNFURMS TGO THe UNESCU STANDAKD.

(21)



TABLE 158.

AG:Z

TOTAL
5-12

13-19
20-24
25-3%
35—
45-54
55—6%

MAURITIUS

65 AND OVER

UNKNOWN

01 SZurCe:

TO0TAL
TOTAL

584360
166326
96846
48999
85664
75100
52314
34102
22490
319

TUTAL
MALE

292 %47
Bad62
8353
24370
“5114
39154
27688
16753

8504
149

POPULATION bASES rOR PckCENTAGES IN TABLE 15C,

TOTAL
FEMALE

291413
43464
+8493
240629
42750
359406
24626
17349
13986

170

1962.

CeNTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE, 1962 PUOPULATION CENSUS UF

“AURITTUS AND 1TS OcrENDENLIESy GOVERNMENT rPRESS, PORT LOUIS,
TAasLeS 11 AND 3u.

1353,

vOLUME 1,

tzz2})



TABLE 15C.

AGE

TQTAL
5=12

13-19
20-24
25-34
A5-44
4554
5564

AND URBAN/RURAL RESIUENCE,

65 AND QOVER

UNKNOWN

01 SUURLE:

TOTAL
TOT AL

61.9
6446
T6e4
65.8
59.6&
583
53.2
5.0
w2e7
52.4

TOTAL
MALE

TUe2
67.2
b2.9
Ta.b
70.1
687
b0e7
OV%e4
50.9
O4,%

CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE,

PERLENTAGE LITERATE 5 YEAKS OLD AND OVCRy BY AGE, SEX,

1962. MAURITIUS

TOTAL
FEMALE

53.%
62.0
69.9
57.0
4945
42.8
38.0
31.2
349.1
"1.8

196z POPULATIUON CENSUS OF

MAURITIUS AND ITS UEPENDENCIES, GUVERNMENT PKESSy PUKT LOU1S,
TABLES 11 AND 30.
02 TrE DEFINITIGN OF LITZRACY CONFGRMS TO ThHi UNESCO STANDAKD.

1963,

VOLUME 1,

(23)



TA4Lc 16A. NUMBER OF PLRSONS ENROLLED IN >CHOOL 5 TO 24 YEARS OLD,

8Y AGty SEX, AND URBAK/RURAL R SIDENCE, 1972. MAURITIUS

AGE TOT AL TUTAL TOTAL
TCTAL MALE FEMALE
TOTaAL 216595 115047 101548
5-y 111823 56784 55044
10-l« 76885 41266 35019
15-19 26035 15686 10349
20~24 1847 1311 530
01 SOURCE: CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE s 1972 PUPULATIUN CENLUS UF

2

MAURITIUS, ROSE HILL, 1974, vOLUME 3y lAbLc 26y ANU VOLUME 5y
TABLE le.

SCHOUL ENRULLMENT KErERS TU ATTENIaNCe AT ThmE TlA: UF THE LENDUS,

(24)



TASLE 16B. PUPULATION 5ASES FUR PERUENTAGES IN TA3LE 16C, 1972.
MAURITIUS

01 FUR POPULATIUN BASES SEE TaBLE 2,

(¢5)



TABLE 16C. PERCENTAGE ENKULLED IN SCHOOL 5 TU 24 YEARS ULD, BY
AGE, SEX AND URBAN/RUKAL RES1DeNCE, 1972. MAURITIUS

AGE TOT aL TOTAL TOTAL
TOTAL MALE FEMALE
TOTAL 51.5 S44.2 48 .5
5-9 9l.1 91.5 9V.8
10~1a 67.1 Tles 62,8
15-19 25.3 30.5 20.0
20-2" 2'3 3.2 1.3

01 SOURCE: CeNTRAL STATISTICAL O+F1Cey 1972 PUPULATION CENSUS OF
MAURITIUS, ROSE HILL, 1974, YOLUME 3, TABLES 30 AND 38y AND
VOLUME 5, TAELtS 10, 124 aAND 1l4.

02 SCHOOL ENRJLLMENT REFERS TJ ATTENDANCE AT THe TIME JUF THE LENSUS.

(26)



TASLE 17A. NUMBER OF ECONOMICALLY ALTIVE PERSONS 12 YEARS ULD AND
OVER, BY AbE, SEX, AND U”BAN/KURAL KESIDENCE, 1972.

MAURITIUS

AGE TOTAL TOTAL TO0TAL

TUT AL MALE FEMALE
TOTAL 268955 21515« 53801
12-1« 6582 5346 1236
15-19 41062 33243 781y
2024 47?736 3rd24 8912
25-29 31932 26273 5609
30-34 26475 213% 5109
35-39 26271 20706 5485
40 -4« 23218 l8li0 5048
“5-49 24859 19554 2305
5054 17397 13615 3782
55-59 14102 10997 3105
60~04& £236 3961 1275
65 AND OVER 3831 2868 963
KNCwN 254 151 93

01 SOURCE: CeNTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE, 1972 PCPULATION CENSUS UF
MAURITIUS, ROSE HILL, 1974, VOLWE 3, TASLE 41, AND VOLUME 5,
T4BLE 24,

02 THE DEFINITION UF ECONUMICALLY ALTIVE CONFUKMS TU THE 1.L.Q.
STANDARD; THE TIME REFERENT IS THE MUNTH UF JUNE, 1972,

(27)



TABLE 178. PGPULATION BASES FOR PERCENTAGES 1a TABLE 17C, 1972.

MAURITIUS

AGE TOTAL TuTAL TOTAL

T0TAL MALE FEMALE
TOTAL 575231 285461 288770
12-14% 67508 33985 33523
15-19 1029886 51362 51626
20-24 81618 41051 0567
25-29 54740 26971 27769
30-34 44163 21884« 22279
35-39 42461 21373 21088
40—-44 36974 lub2l 18153
45-49 39334 20535 18801
50-5« 28365 14850 13515
55-59 256175 12900 12775
0-64 19288 9446 9842
65 AND OVER 31146 12821 18325
UNKNOWN 969 462 507

Ul SOURCE: CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFLICE, 1972 PUPULATION CENSUS OF
MAURITIUS, ROSE HILLsy 1974, VOLUME >, TABLE 3Ly AND VOLUME S,
TABLE 9.

128)



TABLE 17C. PERCENTAGE ECONOMICALLY ACTYIVE 12 YEARS OLD AND UVER, BY
AGE, SEXy AND URBAN/RURAL RES1DENCE, 1972, MAURITIUS

AGE TOTAL T0TAL TOTAL
TOT AL MALE FEMALLE
TOTaL “b.d 5.1 8.6
121« 9.7 15.7 3.7
15~19 39.9 64,7 5.1
20-24 58.5 4.0 22,0
25-29 58.3 97.6 20.2
30-3« 59.9 97.4 23,2
35-39 sl.2 97.2 250
40 =4u 62.8 Q6.5 2T7.8
4549 63.2 ¥5.2 2842
50-5« 6l.3 I1l.7 28,0
56-59 54.9 85.2 2943
60-54 27.1 1.9 13.0
65 AND OVER 12.3 2244 5.3
UNKNOWN 26.2 34.8 18.3

01 *2URCE: " ENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE, 197¢ PUPULATION CENSUS UF
MAURITIUS, RUSE HILL, 1974+, vOLUME 3y TadLed 31 ANUD +ly AND
VOLUME 5, TASLES 9 AND 24.

02 THE DEFINITIUN OF ECUNUMICALLY ACTIVE (ONFORMS IC THI JeL.0.
STANDARUS THE TIME KEFERENT IS5 THE MUNTH UF JUNE, 1972,

(29}



TASLE 16. ECOUNOMICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION BY UCCUPATIGNAL STATUS,
SEXy AND URBAN/RURAL RESIUENCE, 1972. NAURITIUS

OCCLUP. STATUS TOT AL TuTAL TuTaL

TOTAL MaLE FEMaLE
TOTAL LABUR FORCE 222897 176805 46092
ENPLR. & SELF-EMP, 29132 24697 4455
EMPLOYERS s057 7507 550
SELF—EMPLUYED 21075 17190 3885
EMPLUYEES 185076 14955¢ 2954
UNPL, FAM. WORKERS 377s 192y 1649
OT+=zZRS AND :INKNOWN 911 627 2B«

01 SCURCE: (ENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFILE, 1972 PUPULATION CENSUS UF
MAURITIUS, RUSE HILL, 1974, VOLUME 3r TaBLE 4o, AND VOLUME Sy
TABLE 323,

02 THE DEFINITICN OF ECUNOMILALLY ACTIVE CUNFUAMS Tu THE l.La.U0.
STANDAXD;  THE TIMt REFeReNCE IS Trr MUNTH UF JuNE, 1972.

(30)



TA3SLE 19. INCOME DISTRIBUTION AND MEDIAN INCOME,
URBAN/RURAL RESIDENCE, 1972. MAURLTIUS

01 SEARCH CONDUCTED BUT NO DATA FUUND.

BY StX,

AND



APPENDIX A

"Women in Develcpment' Countries



n

[CA

Senln

o tsvwana
Buruadi
cameroeon
Cape Verde
Chad

Ghiana
Cuineg
(tuin2a Bissau
[vory Coast
Kenva
Lesotho
Liberia
Madagascar
Malawi

Mali
Mauritania
Mauritius
Hozambique
Niger
Rwanda

Sao Tome and Principe

Senegal
Sevchelles
Stervra Leone
Soalia
Sudan
Swaziland
Taunzania
Togo

Upper Vnlra
Zaire
Zamhia

AGIA

——ggngladesh
[ndia
indonecsia
Rarea
Nepal
Pakistan
Philippines
Sri Lanka
Thailand

(%]

LATIN AMERICA

SRIC!
Bolivia
Rica

zan Republic

E1 Salvador
Guatemalsz
Guyana
Haitt
Honduras
Jamaica
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
Peru

NEAR EAST

Afghanistan

Cyprus

Fgypt

Israel

Jordan

Lebanon

Morocco

Syria

Tunisia

Yemen Arab Republic



APPENDIX B

A List of Variabies Used in the '"Women in Development' Tables






APPENDIX C

Summary of Search Resultsw¥

*Column numbers refer to individual data tables, as presented in Appendix B. (Hulti—part lata tables appear
as single units with the exception of Table 6.) Countries have been grouped by geograph.  ‘.acation.  For
cach countiy, the watrix cells indicaie Lhe prefence or shooaoe ol data toble fafoinalion, aoh of
information is represented by an asterisk. Other symbols, explained in the matrix key (located at the bottom
of the last page of Appendix C), describe the nature of data obtained, insofar .s they conform, or do not
conform, to particular standard data-table formats. The final cell in each country vow contalns the number
of data tables (n=19) for some information was recorded. Similarly, the final row represents marginal sums
for all 69 ccuntries, indicating the number of countrics for which scwme information for 4 giveu data tuble
was located.
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APPENDIX D

"“"A. OBJECTIVE

"The objective of this contract is two-fold: (1) teo develop and make accessible a body of reliable
and iaternationally comparable data which will facilitate better understanding of the statuses and
roles of women worldwide, and their participation in national developrent, and {(2) to promote
institurionalization of WID issuec and concerns in national and international census and survey
activities. Our purpcse is to update, expand and make more relevant and accessible, both now and in
the future, the census aad survey data available to the Agency and AID participat’~  countries
pertinent to Women in Development (WID) issues and concerns.

"B. SCOPE OF WORK

""Mhe contractor will pursue this goal through the accomplishiment of a number of basic tasks: (D
expansion of the data base of social, economic and i mographic inforwmation related to the status and
roles of women worldwide; (2) preparation of a hard ¢ py publication(s) providing a worldwide
statistical poctrait of women, accompanied by irterprecative Text and

e

critigne of the

<
indicators and the Jata base as they relate tv an nanderstanding of the women; (3)

encouraying hoconsultation and coordination oungoin. coatenp grams for
statistica raining andtechnical assistance to tike iar onsilderation v the
1, .

Conceplug:

design, collection, tabulacion ind = women 1n

development lssues; (4) function as a repository for iate

of assemblied international WID data base in a3 Ponse Lo
ie ¢

utilizing specii ransportable wmadium (tape, o to include
' trovide darca

s11ses and

documentation; (5) preparation of special tabulations foom
1s

Svncerning WIL issnes which have not previously been a-

survevs may be euploitedto prepare data on female income
S A ,‘I_VL:-, et "."J) ;\jtiiid,}.&li..;“ul UL dats oon s .

censuses and general purpose household surveys, 2..., ‘ccess d1 politizal parcicipatinn.

"Under this new contract agreement BuCen will (1) assess the v lables included in the previous stage
1 :

1
of work to determine whether new variables shoald be added to the data base, (2) extend the data
. . A

Captuce wotiviities o iuclude, ian additicn to the §9 AID paclicipating countreies, all countroics of 5
million or more population, (3) update the dara presentel nnder the previous contract to reflect most
recent information available, and (&) drawing on the 1ir formation presented ia this expanded darta bhase,
prepare for hard copy publication a worldwide statisrical portrait of women nsing the most recent data

availabe, to include interpretive text and an analvtical critique of the data base.
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Dissemination and utilization of these data is a primary objective. As indicated above, the data will
be made available in two forms: (1) in machine-readable form according to agreed-upon file
specifications; aud (2) a world handbook, or regioual handbooks, which select and display Jdata frea
the automated file in a maximally useful analytic mode and provide(s) a critique ot the data base and
indicators. The BuCen will function as repository for these data, and will create a reproductive

capacicty and disseminate the data in response to user requests, both U. S. and international, in a
form cousistent with user capabilities.

"An additional priority focus in the contract effort is the institutionalizatina « - integrated
concern and capability for assessing the roles and status of women, in a manner whiclhi a

reflects women's real social and economic contributions and conditions in sociery, in n:

international census and survey data collecti.n, reporting anda analysis activities. To this end,
BuCen will consult and coordinate with ongoin, Cznsus Burcau programs. Examples of these programs are
the Census Bureau's regular training programs for population analyvsis, POPSTAN workshiops, asslistance

to the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacifi: (ESCAD) prearam of national survevs on
internal migration and the Survey and Evaluation Unit (SEU) Resource Supnport Services Aazreement (RSSA)
i

N
agreement with AID to assist AlD-participating countries in data coliection, processing and
1

compilation efforts and to provide on-the-job training for host country nationals

in data collection
and information management."
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MEASUREMENTS OF WORK:

WOMEN'S PRODUCTIVITY

Standard census practices use the labor EOLce approach in Pollectlng dat
in classifying populations as eccnomically
economically active population is identified as 1) at work for pay o

o8}

"active" or "inactive" approwach,

period, either on2 week or one day; 2) with a job but not at work, or 3) actively seasking cmplov
This measure, originally developzd in the United Srares during the Depression to assess the oute
unemployment, fails to capture the reality of working conditions in developing economies for the
reasons: a) much of production is family-based and for home consumption; b) the 121l ral o
generates sharp seasonal variation in activity; c¢) the langth of working davs s not Corm; d)

variety of

characteris

the

specified brief
1 ment.

tics an.d

work 1s for daily wages; and e) iadividuals engage in not one, but a namic activities in
course of a single year.

The f3 intrinsic to this conventional measure arc more acute for women than 152 of a Jdecniy
entrenchied bias against fem le employment. This bilas takes the form of failure to recort on the
productive contribution of women to economic life, not only through the self-reporting process {hecaus
women do not consider their work to be economically important), but also in l'aELULCljg the iaterviewer (o
accept a married woman's designation of herself as a "housewife" (hence to “e counted "economicaliy
lnactive") without further probing into a possible distinction between the economic and non-ec-onomic va®
of the activities she performs.

THE LABOR FORCE APPROACH AND WOMEN WORKERS

A rigorous interpretation of the concepr “economic activicy as utilized in the labor force appro.ch, is
disadvantageous to women bSecause of ti following:

Domestic Production: The concept excludes z2ctivitiecs connected with family produccion vy do oaot resulru
in the =sctual prodecticon of market eands. such as persanal services and home consamprio. cdg

Reference Periods: Women are aore likelv to be misclissified as sconomically iunactive hecause the
reference period or time frame in which romon perform work is often not according to "standard" reforence
periods used in the census To facilitare zccurate rec:ll, censuses and labor surveys ingiuire shant work
performed in the last weck or moath. Since most men work almost overy week or month of the vear, the
short reference period will accurately reflect wmen's tong=term Labor Jorce status.  Hauy women Moweve

work irregularly, since they either constitute a seasonal lahor force used to meet

demands, or in urban areas, they may

agrlgultnral
engage intermittently in informal sector activities.

p(_a-\ 1



Subsistence Activities: Women who work in traditional subsistence activities tend to be excluded from the
labor force count. Many agricultural societies are characterized by heavy reliance upon traditional
subsise L(A-e activiities, which remain outside the aUh re of formal markets although supporting a high
proapartion of the rural popularion. Work activities in rhose traditional esncieties are family labor,
ln-kind exchange labor, and labor provided to meet social obligations at the village level. Such work is
typically regarded by =numerators as having no econonic significance, often because no form of cash is
excinanged.  Given that the subsistance ecenomy 15 mostl

y in female hands, excluding such forms of labor

vperates oo decrease further the number of women report=d in cthe statistics as part of the labor force.

tnpaid Family Workers: The categorv of "unpaid ramily labor' is meant to exclude hous ~old work such as
tood preparation, childcare, and care of livestock used for family consumption, but may include any farm
> 1 products and services.

astivities which result in the cash sale o

Follow TLY specifications, wost surveys and censuses require that a person work at least one-third time
during the shorc reference period (typically the past weeik or month) to qnqll y as an ''unpaid family
: c I
L -

worker''.  This specification has proved to be disadvantagensus to women, ia that the ancertainty
surroanding what constitutes "one-third™ of cash produci ng work by Munpaid" female workers ia particular,
b

<
are misclassified by census enumerators as "economically inactive'.

Informal Sector: Women's work in informal sectors of the elonomy 18 unrecognized in ceasus statistics. A

“idles;read phenomenon in Third World countries, pavticularly in the urban areas, is the build-up of an

ext¢n:;:e shdd.w economy, developing as a necessary complement to the expanding formal se2ctor wage labor.
1

1

> )

ities in the informal sector are on the periphery of the job market, and rthese jobs are not
into any industry coding, or detailed .:cupational breakdown, as c¢xists for the for

Since i:tformal sector jobs often fill cutside taxation structures, lack a set lacarion to tra
business, or may even be quasi-legal, the tendenc v 1s to exclude informal sector activit:-s from the labor

force count. This has led to a considerable underestimation of the number of urban womc ..o are actually
AR ]

T AT T T T C ey,

Multiple Roles: Multiple economic roles of womer are not captured in census counts. According to the
standard definitions, individuals are classified as economically active or inactive on the basis of a
series of questions clustered around the concep:c of principal economic activity. 1In developing economies,
fiowever, the formulation of snch a question does not reflect the totality of work involvement, for both
sexes are engaged in a multiplicity of economic activities at different levels of product1v1ty.
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The rigidity of standard definitions leads to a distortion once mcre, and it is the women who go
unreported, because their day--more so than that of men--1is characterized by a constant and subtle
alternation between numerous activities with both economic and non-ccononic significance. No statis_ical
acknowledgement i+ made of wamen who intermittently engoge ta small-cecale tizdz sad in sheot duarztian
income~earning activities, which are interspersed between housework.

The Underestimation of Unenployment: The standard labor force approach werks to the disadvantage of
inclvding women 1n unemployment rates.

Many women who are unemployed are, in tuct, not counted. First of ail, there is a ten” - Yoanong census
takers to automatically attribute the status of “inemployed' housewife to a marcied w- o Who is not
working at the time of the census, without probing whether or not she is currently in search of work.

e K
Further, the conventional practice of defining the actively unemploved as those who scught work 1n tha
previous week leaves out of the count the passively unemployed group of women: those wa 1
work but who are discouragad, aud the groups of women who wanted a job and whruld have a
been offered. Iaclusion of the passively uremplaved group (which way have more members dmong women than

[}
’
rU
3
P
49
G
o}
19
Be
-
Ca
]
v

men; in the unemployment rate would reflect a more accurate measure of the proportion of women availabie
for employment.

POLICY RELEVANCE OF SOUND STATISTICS ON WOMEN'S WORK

Women will continue to be dropped from the labor isrce court unless more categories of TCTLVILY sCatus
(full-tine, part-time, scasonal worker, and the like) are introduced, unless occupationai classiiications
are set up to fit the specific types of work women pursue, and unless intervicewers themsleves are Trained
and seasitized to probe into the econemic value and functions of the activities women perfors,

Assigning a social and economic value to women's labor force participation has implications Sevond the
improvement of statistics. The development of sensitive measures which address the crit! 1 questions
"What types of work do osen revrforn?™  and "Mhat are the ccoupational choeo aroeieriog AR )

women who are active in the labor force?" directly bears upon formulation of employment policies for wome:s.



USER COMMENTS

If subsequent efforts in this data capture/dissemination activity are to be improved in a manner maximally
responsive to user needs, the mzjor ideas for such improvement must come from the persons who actually use
the data to meet policy rrogram and project needs. This tear-out form is placed here in multiple copies
to make 1t easy for successive users to submit constructive comments.

It wouid be helpful if the reader would clearly identify on this form the features of the Data by Sex
booklet considered particularly effeccive in contributing to its usefulness. Such supportive ‘'feedback"
1s necessary to ensure that the strong points of this report will be retained in the future.

d thet the Introduction and Foreword be read once more before this form is completed, 1in

It 135 suggeste
at the reader may have a clear idea of just what the data base is meant to be, as well as what it
t

order th t
1s not meant

[@]
o
1

AID field officers should air pouch the completed form to the address on the left, and others mail it to
’) o

the address on the right:

Statistical Data by Sex Statistical Data by Sex

DS/DIU/KSDS DS/DIU/ESDS

AID/Washington Agency for International Development
Washington, D. C. 203523
U. S. A.

Please record your comments below, on the reverse side, and if necessary, on additional sheet(s).
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USER COMMENTS (continued)
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