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INTRODUCTION TO TIE DATA BASE IN THIS BOOKLET
 

The United States Bureau of the Census (BuCen) recently completed a pilot six-month project, sponsored

jointly by the AID Women in Development Office (PPC/WID) and 
the Office of onpulation (DS/POP), which,
 
drawing on 
existing data source3, provides AID with data disaggregated by sex, age and urban-rural
 
residence for a variety of variables including demigraphic, educati-rn, healt~h, hou-ehoid, income and 
employment. The purpose of the project was 
to capture and make acce2ssible, in a convenient single

location, statistical data from existing sources 
relevant to a better understanding of the status and
 
roles of women in AID-participating countries. 
 The scope of work included a data search of 69
 
AID-parcicipating countries 
for specific variables, A listing of the countries for which searches were
 
conducted is provided in Appendix A. 
 A listing of the variables searched is provided in Appendix B.
 
Appendix C presents, in matrix form, a summary of the results of the data search. More than 2,000 tables
 
were compiled during the project (though some remain blank owing to lack of information) using a variety 
of national and international sources. The most commonly used sources were national censuses and surveys,
statistical abstracts, and international compendia (e.g., publications from the United Nations, the Latin
 
American Demographic Center, the International Labor Otganization, and 
so forth). Each table is in a
 
standard format which permits 
the footnoting of sources and important definitions. Further aUfl.otstion is 
often included to indicate instances where data availability deviates significantly from the standard
 
table outline, 
or where concepts and definitions ,sed in collection or tablulation differ from 
internationally recommended standards. 

BuCen researches were concerned with recording "hard", reliable data. 
 Census data were generally accepted
 
as valid. Survey data were used 
if they had been judged reliable by the country analysts in the BuCen
 
International Demographic Data Center (IDDC). 
 Projections were not used and estimates 
or questionable
 
measures were generally avoided. If, of necessity, the latter were employed, caveats appear in the
 
footnotes.
 

A major product of this effort is a computerized data file suitable for analysis using standard
 
statistical packages, e.g., Statistical Package 
for the SXilal Sciences (SPSS) and Statistical Analysis

System (SAS). 
 Data for all 69 countries are available on a single tape. A standard tape file fc,rmat was 
prepared for all 19 tables. Infor,.:ation concerning the ecrrd layouts (formats) for the \'arious types of 
data as 
well as information regarding data--file specifications is available. Beyond the basic tabular
 
data, the tapes indicate source references, concept definitions, and any qualifying information which 
should be considered by the user. The computerized data file is available for use by Agency personnel 
on
 
the AID computer. Arrangements for 
Agency users should be made through the Economic and Social Data 
Services Division, Office of Dcvelopment Information and Utilization (DS/DIU/ESDS). The data file is also 
available on magnetic tape from the BuCen. Requests should be addressed to Chief, international
 
Demographic Data Center, U. S. 
Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C. 20233.
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At this time we are making copies of the data available in hard copy booklet form, on a country-specific
 

basis. Each country booklet contains a complete set of ccmputer printout tables for the variables
 

In those cases where the data search failed to uncover data for a variable,
searched for that country. 

the table(s) appears blank in the country booklet. Copies of these country-specific booklets are
 

available upon request from the AID Office of Development Information and Utilizatior (DS/DIU).
 

Census data on women exhibit certain limitations and biases which must be taken into account if the
 

statistics are to be interpreted appropriately. Seme of these biases are noted in the FOREWORD which
 

follows. Appendix E, "A Cautionary Note Regarding U3e of Employment Statistics for Women," by Nadia
 

Youssef, expands on the difficulties surrounding the use of women's statistics in the important area of
 

employment.
 

The data capture activities comprising this project are being extended and expanded in a three-year
 

follow-on contract with the Bureau of the Census, to begin in FY'81. The Objective and Scope of Work for
 

that contract are reprinted in Appendix D for the purpose of informing users of these data about the
 

directions of continuing efforts.
 

Finally, several tear-out copies of Reader Comments forms have been bound into this volume for use in
 

submitting user reactions and suggestions to the DIU office in AID/Washington. We would appreciate
 

hearing from you. Every effort will be made to improve upon the present volume so that succeeding
 

editions become progressively more useful.
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FOREWORD
 

Background
 

(a) The International Context
 

The decade of the seventies witnessed a growing international movement directed 
towards improvement in the
status and roles of women worldwide. Increasingly, it became widely recognized and accepted that, while
class or social ranking is a general or 
basic factor in all people's fate 
in life, women face a special

problem in that there are 
two systems of stratification in operation. 
The second system concerns women's
position vis-a-vis men 
in public and private life. It is in this 
sense that women are confronted with
problems of discrimination peculiar 
to them, and it is this universal problem that lay behind the
designation of the International Women's Year 
in 1975, followed by the current United 
Nations Decade for
Women (1975-1985). 
 A more recent milestone in this international women's movement was 
reached when, on 18
December 1979, 
the United Nations General Assembly adopted by a vote of 130 in 
favor, none against, with
11 abstentions and 11 
Member States non-voting, The Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women. 
Eighty-one nations 
are now signatories 
to the Convention and ratification
 
proceedings 
are underway in these countries.
 

(b) The Situation in AID
 

During this same 
time, within the Agency for International Development, awareness of women as they
impacted on, and were 
affected by, the development process also grew. 
Reports depicting women as victims

of the development process appeared with increasing frequency, as 
did reports that the contributions of
 
women to 
the development process were being consistently overlooked.*
 

Special concern for the status and roles of women was 
initially provided explicit recognition in the
Agency policy framework, in 1973, in Sec. 113 of 
the Foreign Assistance Act, otherwise known as 
the Percy
 
Amendment.
 

*This perspective was also incorporated in the conceptual framework underlying the Programme of Action
 
for the Sacond Half of the United Nations Decade 
for Women which states, in part: "It 
can be argued
that the predominant economic analyses of labor and capital insufficiently trace the linkages between
 
production systems in world economics and women's work as 
producers and reproducers; nor is the subjection, exploitation, oppression and domination of women by men, sufficiently explained 
in history."

(UN: A/Conf. 94/34, 13 August 1980, p. 6)
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That amendment mandated that Foreign Assistance "shall be administered so as to give particular attention
 

to those programs, projects and activities which tend to integrate women into the national economies of
 

developing countries, thus improving their status and assisting the total development effort."
 

While the Percy Amendment dealt specifically with women, other broader changes occurring within the Agency
 

(as well as within the development community generally) indirectly spotlighted the situation of women.
 

focussed attention on issues of distribution and equity in
First, the AID "new directions" mandate of 1973 


the growth process. Secondly, the "new directions" approach was supplemented mid-decade with the "basic
 

human needs" emphasis. Both orientations pushed toward greater concern for women in the process of
 

societal change. This is the case because (i) women make up a disproportionately large portion of the
 

poorest of the poor, and (2) women commonly bear the major responsibility for supplying themselves and
 

their families with food, water, fuel, health care, sanitation, education, 3nd so forth. Women are, in
 

effect, simultaneously the group most in need and the "front line" providers of basic human needs.
 

misconstrue their capabilities and contributions run the serious
Development projects that overlook or 


risk of being ineffective or, even worse, counterproductive.*
 

(c) Data Needs on Women
 

into account, both as contributors
Planners and administrators who have recognized the need to take women 


to, and/or beneficiaries of, the development process, are often frustrated by the lack of solid,
 

accessible statistical evidence of women's situations. 
 In the absence of reliable data, decisions must be
 

made on the basis of impressions, hunches, or even prejudices. At stake are substantial investments of
 

both human and financial resources. Data bases which fail to address the unique situations of women
 

provide little guidance for policy planning, and little basis for judging the results of initiatives taken
 

to further women's integration in development. Hence the crucial need for a reliable, up-to-date,
 

accessible data base on women in development.
 

Within the Agency, it is now generally recognized that beginning with the policy stage and continuing
 

through the project programming, implementation and evaluation cycle, data must be obtained which reflect
 

the differential conditions of men and women. The assumption that when benefits and costs accrue to
 

production aggregates (ranging from nations to households), they will be felt in some comparable way by
 

the various units (ranging from subgroup to individuals) of which they are comprised, has proven patently
 

false. Many projects now require the gathering of baseline socioeconomic data pertinent to women's
 

status, e.g., the sexual division of labor, decision-making in the household, the pattern of expenditure
 

Project evaluations and impact assessments increasingly focus on
of household cash earnings and so forth. 


*See, for example, The Nemow Case, Case Studies of the Impact of Large Scale Development Projects on
 

Women: A Series for Planners, Working Paper No. 7, September 1979, Agency for International Development,
 

Washington,
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changes in the differential access of men and women to both the means and fruits of production.*
 

(d) Problems and Pcospects
 

Problems with the statistical data base on women and women's situations in society emerge from t 'o 
theoretically distinct sources. One set of problems arises from the concepts and indicators which have 
been used in the construction of the data base. For example, there are intrinsic limitations to 
operational definitions of concepts and measurements designed to capture employment trend. in census 
practices. These combine with cultural biases against women's employment, and together result in the 
underreporting and undercounting of women's participation in the market place.** Too often tue economic 
value of what women do in the home and subsistence production is given short shrift in census and many 

survey data. Necessary changes in the concepts and the operations of data gatherers represent a challenge 
extending into the future, although some measure of improvement is possible in the short run in sc -.- rea. 

A second set of problems with the statistical data base on women arises from the lack of availability of 
data at appropriate levels of aggregation; i.e, data are not disaggregated by sex. Although census and 
survey data have frequently been collected in such a way as to allow the tabulation of responses separately 
for men and women, because of the past insensitivity to questions concerning differing cornditions and 
responses by sex, separate tabulations have either not been male or have not been reported. This iS -n 
area where improvements can be made within relatively short time periods. 

One of the goals adopted by the Office of Women in- Development (WID) in AID*** is i.provements in tu-e 
collection, reporting and analysis of data conceriiing the status of women in societv an:d their role in 
national development. In order to further the goal of reliable information on women in develo',)pment issues, 
the WID Office has been supporting a variety of e< tfurts to develop a reliable and inter:acionallv 
comparable data base in these areas. One of these efforts has been to exanine existinig data ;oiirces. and, 
where possible, provide tabulations of the information separately by sex. The data presented in this 

series of country booklets represent the product of that effort.
 

*Assessing the Impact of Development Projects on Women, A.I.D. Program Evaluation Discussion Paper 

No. 8, Bureau for Program and Policy Coordination, Agency for International Development, May, 1980. 

**Limitations and biases regarding employment :;tatistics for women are discussed in Appendix E, "A
 

Cautionary Note Regarding Use of Employment :.;tatistics for Women."
 

***The Women in Development Office was established within the Agency to help meec the objectives of the
 

Percy Amendment.
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It is clearly recognized that the data captured in this project do not represent an ideal or complete set
 

Rather they
of informaton on the status and role of women necessary for project and/or program needs.* 


the research team members. We do feel,
reflect to a substantial degree what is currently accessible to 


however, that it may be useful to publicize basic data available to AID missions, generalists in the
 

deVLlopinent community, and program planners who may be interested in comparisons within regions and
 

comparisons between men and women. In addition we hope this kind of presentation will help create a demand
 

for more detailed and sophisticiated information on women in the future, especially if future publications
 

point out current gaps in information.
 

An assumption underlying the project was that the availability of data on women in developing countries
 

might remind planners of the importance of incorporating women in their programs, held suggest programs and
 

speed up the ocientation of more development programs touard women. In other words, the project was
 

expected to have a "consciousness-raising" functi-n.
 

A more specific concern however, was to build up a solid set of data on characteristics of women in
 

developing countries which could be updated when new information became available. The 198r round of
 

censuses will provide more information as will the country specific studies now being done in many
 

countries. The data base does provide a solid benchmark of what was available from the 1970s and can serve
 

as a source for future comparisons.
 

*Because of their lack of detail, the data would itot be very useful for project planning. It is possible
 

somt AID field missions, especially those with smaller staffs, will use the information in their annual
 

Country Development Strategy Statement (CDSS) although many missions may be closer to the data for their
 

own country than the compilers in Washington could be. Regional comparisons might re-emphasize the
 

continued existence of certain problems, e.g., the relatively low life expectancy of females in South Asia.
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TAnLE 1. UNAUJUSTEJ POPULATIUN BY 	 AGE, SEX AN URrAN/RUKAL 
RESIDENCE, 1962. KENYA
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TAHLE 2. UNADJUSTED 
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65 	AND OVER 391009 
 Z0o0 184V26 F F F F F 
Jv,,NWN 0 0 0 0 (1 0 0 0 

U1 	SOURCE: UNITED NAIjUNS DEMXGRAPHIC YEAKBUOK 1917, NEr YOKK Ivc7,
 
T.iLE 7, P. 190, P. 224.
 

02 	t COMPLtTF ENUM RATILUN UF TIt-
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03 	FINAL C=NSJS FIC.,URS.
 
04 	DE FACTO POPULATION.
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TABLE 7. ADJUSTEDJ POPULATION BY AGE AND !;EX, 1902. K:NYA 

01 .,'ARL-i C_,,4)ULTED t ul '-ATA NOT FLwNJ. 



.nLE 4. ADJUSTED POPULATION BY AGE ANt) SEA, 19b9. &tNYA 
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45-t9 371000 i1O0o 191000 
50-54 01000 145000 it6000 
%5-59 23b000 1l'u0u 1 24000 
60-b4 1&2000 86000 V6000 
65 AND uVER 263000 129000 15'000 

01 SUURCE: U.S. HUKEAU OF THE LENFuS, CUUNINY UEMu6KAPHIC
 
PROFILES, ( ENYA, WASHIINuTON, U.C., JANJARY 1i'7b, P. .t.
 

02 SINCE THE 70ITAL POPULATION FIGUk, AS R'PuR1EU IN THi- 1969 L-NS S 
JNCLLDEU S&J;Le AOJUSTMtNT rLiK UNLJKtNUMLKATIu~l, UNLY Trit RLPLKTE-j 
-E-SEX LIST ,1 3UTIUN OF lTIE 71AT]VE POPULATIU.,4 WAS 'DJUST;U IN 
CONFURMITY WITH AN EXPECTED PATTtRN OF 
St:A kATIUS bY AGE ANZ Fuk 
AGE MI!SREPORTING. 

03 FIGURES MAY NJ1 SUM TC 1 TALS )UL TO ,kOuNDINr.,. 



rA:-LE 5. 	 POPULATION :-Y PROVINCEy ,EX AN) URbAN/RURAL RESIDbNLE,
 
1969. NENYA
 

PROVINCE TOTAL 1UIAL |0T AL URBAN URaAN 
ITAL MALL FtM, LE 1OTAL MALE 

TOTAL 109,t2705 5.-0 2 -b1 toO32., 1079906 te727b 

NA1ROBI 509286 j0321i 2ObOo7 509286 .03219 

LENTRAL PROVINCE I&75t,47 60I,5s tD.955 208H1' 

CfAST PROVINCE 9-+40H'. 493051 bluji zd 3552 1b2dI.b 

EASTERN PRL'VINCE 190)701 Y23,7!' 903020 379o5 2204 h 

NORTH-EASTERN Plu. 2-5757 133725 1120 9 0 0 

NYANZA PRCVINCt 21220,5 10472535 107792 429 2"o2, 

RIFT VALLEY PL<Ju. 221c2o9 ljI$944 1070005 I'd5-fo b1511 

4EST ErKN PROVINCE 1.-2029t 641517 hb7oTl Ub64 5997 


01 	 suRCt: MINISIRY ,3F -INANLE AND "-LQl0MIC PLANNING, KENYA 
POPuLATiLN Ct-,7US 19b9, VOL. 1, NAIROiI, 1970, 1. 1ib. 
MIFNISTRY CF FINANCE 4Nj :LUNUMIC lLANNIN4%, &ENYA PUPULA1ION 1969,
 

VOL. I1, 9,41A 0ON UinAN VL'PULATIUjN, NAIRU61, 1971, P. 2.
 
"2kREAKDOWJ uF POPULATIUN t)Y PROV1ilrS ANJ ] STKICIS t-UR 1979
 
AVAILA:5LE 	 IN Thm NAI..,h 1 JAILY NATION, .,JVtMr-t4 z7, 1979. 

16)
 

URB A N 
FEMALE 

t52b?2 
206067 

1909t 


1208b3 


15917 

0 

19003 

b706 

4648 


RURAL 

TUIAL 


9ob l7 "7 

0 


Ib29o92 

bbu',.M 


1b933o 

24.-7t7 
207o21b 

2061711 

1i17o5z 

RU AL 	 kUr, L 
MALt FtMAL=
 

48-5105 	 >007!v-'_
 
0 	 0 

70,95 	 0-00?
 
320235 +u I1> 
901 Z7 	 9b 170-9
 
1337 ,7120-19
 

1042"2I I0557 9
 
10 7973 luO3Te0
 
635520 	 b21.5 



TAMLE 6A. POPULATION BY ETHNIC GROUP, SEX AND oRBAN/RURAL 
RESID-NC, 1969. KENYA 

C:TnNIC GROUP IUTAL TLTAL 1L3IAL 
1tJTAL M'AL FEMALE 

TOTAL Ict)b73770 3 t 5.3 -,9 5 t 
C NTRAL bANTU 4 172L99 20 b7 17 2105524 
WESTERN BANTU 2Z1" b56 1110-71 11 '+'.*bt 
COASIA|. BANTU ?Od9 .546,79 jbld70 
NI LOTIC 1:>Z1595 /ojubc ?5z)15 
NI LO-HAMi TIC llQQ003 b00coi :9011z 
OTHER NILO-H-AMITlC :)2eZ39 itVHZ 6:3)b57 
vESI RN HAMITIC 8159o tt t)93 43005 
tASliRN riAMI1IC Z-+9731 135U0* 11'14!7 

01 	SOuCE; ,MINI.'?Y Ji- FINANLE ANL; eCuNuMIL PLANNINr19, KENYA 
PO POLA T .lLN ( E-NW S-v i 7c,9 VUL. 1 9 NA IKU I , 19"10 , IA t3Lt 119 P. e9. 

02 FU T-.I'-AL CL: SIF I L,1'4 L4- aACH Gt<OuP KcF-L. IL I NTRJULIIuN OF 
KiENYA o&PULAITJ Ci'VoUS llyt9, VuL. 1.Ij 

03 	ET"'-"I l AKLw' Av,.ILAbLk= JNLY FOR Tri= URbAN ARtAS OF NAIRueI
 
AND MOM ,AAA IN VULu'AE 11 Ul KENYA PUPULAIlUN CEN>US 1969,
 
TALE 3.
 

(7) 



TA13LE: 6b. POPULATION b~y RELIGIUN, SEX ANt) URbAN/RUtKAL t<ESIUENCL9 
19h9. KE1NYA 

01 7LATA NIJT AVA4ILABLE. 
02 CCNSIU:-:,INI, AL'- RACES RiSIDING IN KLNYA Tu,;EIHtt (At-RLANS, 

,OALI, AS)IANSv E-UpkOPANSl ARALIS AND OltitrKS) I~t Pt4Lt74TA',t 
COMPOSITION ,Y RELI;IUN FJ. 1HE YrAR- i9o2 "AS AS PULLJW. : KCMAN 
LATHULIL Z~f P~uTt31ANI :so; MUSLIMS 4,~; HINDjU, SIOU, UTritK -104. 

1 ') 



TARLE bC:, 
 POPULATION BY NATIONALITY, SEX AND 
UK8AN/RU(AL
 
RESIDENCE, 19b. KENYA
 

NATIONALITY 


TOTAL 


KENYAN AFRICANS 
TANtLNIA 


UGANDAN 

RWANDESE 

BURUNDI 


SOMALI 


SUDANESE 

'ONGO L::SE 

-'THLR AFRILANS 

NON AFR. EUROPEAN 

NOM AFRICAN ASIAN 
NON AFRICAN AR<AB 
OTmER NON AFRICANS 

TOTAL 


TOTAL 


109,+2705 


lOb7377 
0 

23b0 
17232 

4855 

227 


3519 

194'+ 
412 

1032 

+059 3 


139037 

278 b 


1967 


ICTAL 


MALE 


52.3b1 
53ib815 

ib552 
9509 

ZdO" 

lo, 


1927 

161D 
272 


22b7 

21 29 


71,99 

I.-13 

975 


TUTAL
 

FrMALE
 

54t03 Zt 
5j * 9 )b 

98U8 
714,-) 
z- 

0. 
1!3 

c6b9 

140
 
1745 

J94t
 

6743h
 
1i11
 

IOe1
 

01 SOURCE: MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND =CJNOjIC PLANNIN., KtNYA
POPULATIUN CENSUS, 19b9, VOL. 1, NOVLMos-Ky i970, TAtLE II P. b9

32 NATIONALITY AVAILAt:LE ONLY FOK THE URAN AEAS Or NAIKubI AND 
MOMBASA IN VOL. 2 uF THE 19b9 PuPULATIUN CVr~uJ. 

(9)
 



TAbLE bL. POPULATION eY LANGUA6E, SLX AND UK(AN/KUKAL KES1MENLE, 
1969. KENYA 

01 SEARCH CON UCIED dUT DATA NUT FouND. 

I tO) 



TABLE 7. LIFE EXPECTANCY 
RESIUENLE, 1969. 

AT SELECTE' 
KENYA 

AbtSt dY SEX ANL U(tbAN/KU.AL 

AGE TOTAL 

TOTAL 

TOTAL 

MALE 

10TAL 
FEMALL 

0 
1 
5 
15 
30 
45 
60 

49.0 
!4.6 
55.4 
48.2 
16.9 
25.b 
15.Z 

,+b.9 
5.o 
53.8 
46.7 
35.7 

2 b... 
14.5 

51.2 
56.6 
57.1 
-*v. ? 
18.1 

Z6 .5 
15.7 

01 	SOURCE: U.S. bUREAU UF TrE CENSUS, CUuNTRY DEMOGRAPHIL 

PROFILF.,, .£NYA, JANUARY 1978t P. o. 
02 DATA ARE FKOM OFt-ICIAL LIFE lAbLtS THAT wEKE ObTAINED tY uz1"utI 

T-Ht BRASS LJGlT IECHNiwuE= THE BRASS STANUAKU LihE TAILL; 
INFANT AND LHILL)HOO MJkTAL1TY LEVcL.S rKOM 1HE 19C39 L,.:NzUS ANJ 
ADULT MOkTALITY. 

t'Ul
 



TAJLE 8. 	 INFANT MORTALITY RATE , (PER 1,000 LiVt 01KTHS19 bY 5tX 
ANJ URbAN/RURAL RESIlDbNCt 19o9. KENYA 

YEAR 	 TOTAL
 

TOTAL
 

1909 	 119
 

Ol SUURCc:: U.S. bUREAU OF TH- LtiNSuS, COUNTRY U-MOGRAPrilC 
PROFILES, ,ENYA, JANUARY 197, TA4LE 41 P. 5. 

02 DATA ARr. FkOM OFFILIAL LIFE TAbLES OiTAiNEU bY TH bKASS LUGIT 
TbCHNIQUE USINL,: 11E BRASS STANDALD LIFE 1AbLE; INFANT AND 
CHILDiOOD MURTkLITY LEVELS DERIVED FROM DAIA UN L,ILDRE,- EVER 
BOKN AND C-ILDkEN SURVIVING, BY A - O- MUT~t, FROM THt 19-%9 
CENSUS; AND ADLILl MORTALITY DERIVED FROM DAIA ON SURVIVAL OF 
PARENTS.
 

( Iz) 



TAOLE 9. PERCENT OF NATIVE-BORN POPULATION UUT!-IUt OF ;KUVINLE OF
 
CURRENT RESIDENCE, BY AGE AND StX, i9o9. 
 KENYA
 

CURRENT RESIOENLE 


TOTAL COUNTRY 

MALE 
FEMALE 

NAIROBI 


MALL 

FEMALE 


CENTRAL I ROVINCE 
MALE 

FEMALE 

COAST PROVINCE 
MALE 
FEMALE 

EASTERN PROVINCt 

MALE 


FEMALE 

NURIH-EASTERN PRU. 

MALt 
FEMALE 

NYANZA PROVINCe 


MALE 

FEMALE 


RIFT VALLEY PKOV. 

MALE 

FEMALE 


WESTERN P.?UVINCE 

MALE 

FEMALE 

TOTAL
 

12...
 

14.0 
10.7
 
73.0
 

77.1
 
b6.7 

9.2
 
10.0
 
8.5
 

17..., 
20. . 

14.b
 
2.0
 
2.3
 
1.6
 

3.7
 

4.3
 
2.0
 
5.1
 

a.3
 
7.9
 

lu.0 
Z0.5
 
17.1
 

4.5
 
4.5
 

4.7 

01 SOURCE: 
 MINISIRY OF FINANLr ANO tCONUJMIL PLANNIN,, KENYA
 
POPULATILUN LEN.,US i9L,9, VJL. I11, TA3LES i ArO t. 

{ 13) 



TABLE 10A. TOTAL POPULATIuN 10 YEARS ULU AND UVER, BY MARITAL 
STATUSt Atl, AND SEX, 1969. KtNYA
 

S&A AND AGE TOTAL SINGLE MAKKt1tCuNENSlJAL w1uWWEDSEP/DIVLR.NuT STAI l 

TOIAL CUNTRY 703P30 2 905 t), -35 ,4 .+ 0 34,1.6b .149786 5-eO 
TOTAL MALES 
10-14 

3;0 57 o 
716911 

1760 i90 
709b20 

10Gt,19 
?742 

0 
0 

-,zoo 
19? 

5t),27 
219 

4v0! 
393b 

15-19 
20-2 , 

559b,.4 
-. 315 -0 

53514t0 
.309b5"? 

1d970 
112062 

0 
0 

336 
86-1 

105c 
-.. 

3,, 
10 

30-3-
-247c7 j 
L7933P 

11155? 
37702 

2Z3ts! 
22d i1L 

0 
0 

1314 
2ObO 

7300 
7792 

3b3 

-0Oe, 
.5-39 250227 224U Z2liziyv 0 2316 7372 26i0 
-. 0--49 
i0-59 

',3 i1 
Z0041 

2-+(59 
1-+055 

319070 
22019 5 

0 
0 

5!20 
o69b 

11io 
7127 

350Z 
1766 

oO-b9 
70 AiD OVER 

17 a93 
131

7 
bU 

9379 
c7oj 

15-'.Zo 
1u029"t 

0 
u 

8920 
1',159 

5 13 
3824 

151 
73b 

UNKNOWN 
TOTAL FEMALES 

C; 
352b7 14 

0 
114bot) 

0 
19 -+19 ') 

0 
0 

0 
30?2:o3 

0 
9-+3 P9 

0 
25012 

hI'7 !, 0 657231 93:) 0 25b +66 3833 
5,t:, ',

. 
-i.7171 1 be-! 0 1501 101 7 '43-. 

2 -. 451,d69 83179 .,)to9.,9 0 i971 1 -90 3690 
2L,-29 
30-34 

4094ts 

30036: 
2 b2.07 
11.57m 

1 5,+1 D 0 
Zb309O 

u 
0 

"j..570 
1."477 

17007 
1130.-

_i,0, 
2030 

35-30 157974 h 03o Z22 3 0 170.-+, 8-16 1 9: 
4-0--.9 
50-59 

36b92 
2.-3377 

10L10 
7190 

292375 
161067 

0 
0 

48149 
b5566 

11870 
7351 

Z28b 
1603 

60-69 
70 AND OVEK 

159063 
126042 

ob72 
7292 

768 t37 
-172o 

0 
0 

69459 
747tb 

5257 
3o31 

7 B8 
1o25 

'N NOwN 0 0 0 0 0 0 

01 SuuRCE: MINISIbY LJF FINANCE AND ELUNOMIC PLANN.4G, K!ENYA 
POPULATIUN CFNSUS I99,9 VOL. Ill, TA:3." o, P. -13. 

(14) 

http:PLANN.4G


TABLE 10a. URbAN POPULATION 10 YEARS ULD AND uVEg, BY MARITAL 
STAIuS, AGE, AND StXt V 69. KENYA 

01 SEARCH CONDUCTED BUT DATA NOT FuuND. 

(15) 



TAOtLE IOC. RURAL POPULATIUN 10 YEARS ULD AND 
LIVER, BY MARITAL
 
S7AIUSY AGEt 
AND SEX, 1969. Kk-NYA
 

01 S:ARC4I CONDUCTtD sU1 
L.ATA NOI Fdu.4.
 

(161
 



TAtLE 11. MINIMUM LEGAL AGE AT MARRIAGE AND A6E AT WHICH SPELIFIEU
PERCENT ARE EVEP MARRIED, rsY SEA ANC URdAN/kURAL 
RESIDENCE, 1969. KENYA 

ITEM 
 TUTAL TUTAL
 

MALE FEMALE
 

MINIMUM LEGAL AGE 
 15-18 9-16
 
AGE 25% EVLR-MARk. 22 16

AGE 501 EVER-MARR. 
 25 19
 
AGE 75t EVER-MARR. 
 28 21 

01 SOURCE: FUR MINIMUM LEGAL A(fEt THE Ju.-INS eUPKIN, UIVtkSITY,POPULATIUN REPORTS, SERIES M, NUMBER 4t NOVEMLdER 1979, TABLt 159 
P. M-151. 

02 PERCENT OF POPULATION EVER MARRIED WAS UKIVED AT TH- U.S.PUREAU OF 
THE CENSUS BY FITTING A M1AK-MhAM MODEL TO UAFA PkUM 
THE 1971 CENSUS. 

(17)
 



TA3LE 12. NUMBER OF OUUSEhOLUJS 8Y SIZE, MEAN SIZt AND MLUIAN SIZE, 
BY URBAN/KURAL RESIDENLE, 1969. KENYA 

NO. OF PERSONS/HH. TOTAL URbAN RURAL 

TOTAL 193818b 255770 IbB2,ib 
MEAN SIZE 5. t2 .8 

01 	SOURCE: MINISTRY uF FINANCE AND ECUNO! C PLiNNING, KENYA 
POPULATION CENSUS 19bd1 VOL. Ill, TABLE 21, P. 50; VuL. Ili 
TABLE 7, P. AO. 

02 	DATA NOT AVAILABLE FOR NUMBER OF PERSONS PLR t-OUSEHULO. FUR
 
DISTRIBUTIIN UF AVERAL6E >IZtS OF HOUSEkHULiJ bY URBAN A4L3 RURAL 
CATEGORIES FOR PKUVINCES AND DISTRICTS FtK TO VULUM 1V 
TABLL 7.1 uF THE 19b9 KENYA VUPULAIIUN LENZUS. 

(Ib) 



TABLE 
13. 	 HEADS OF HOUSEHOLL) 10 YEAKRS OLU ANO UVER, BY AGE, SEK
 
AND URBAN/RURAL RESIDENCE, 
1969. KENYA
 

01 DATA NOT AVAILABLE 
bY AGt. FUR PUPULATION bY 
bCX AND KLLAIILJN-

SHIP 	 TU HEAU UF HOUSEHOLD kEFEK Tu: KENYA PULPULATION CtiSUS 
1969, VUL. II, TABLE 7 AND VUL. III TABLE L. 

( kg,, 



TABLE 14A. AGE-SPeCIFIC FERTILITY 
URBAN/RURAL KESIDENCE, 

RATES 

1977. 

(PER 1,000 WOMEN|4, 

KtNYA 

bY 

AGE TOT AL 

15-19 
20-24 
25-29 
30-3,4 
35-59 
40-4,+ 
45-49 

173 
3o0 
372 
306 
236 
12€ 

36 

01 SOURCE: CENTRAL bU EAU 0O- STArUSTICS, KtNYA FtKTILITY SURVEY 
MAJOR HIG LIGmTS, NAIROBI, 1979. 

J2 AGE-SPECIFIC F-RTILITY RATES WEE ESTIMATEj AT ThE U.S. oUKEAU 
OF THE CENSUS dY AVz.AGING THE 1977 AJUSTEiU AGE-SPECIFIL 
FERTILITY <ATES FRUM THE 
1971 NATIONAL urMUCRAPHIC SURVE'T AND
 
1977 AGE-SPEClHJC FERTILITY KAlzS FROM THc- 1977-lb KNYA 
FERTILITY SUKVtY. TmIz ADJUSTED RATES FkJM Irc 1977 NDN WLk, 
ESTIMATE[ USINW, A K:LAIIONAL GOMPERTZ MODEL, DATA ON t5IRTHS 
OCCURRIN, IN 197h A'4J 1977, AND DATA ON LHILLuREN EVER BOKN FROM 
THE SURVEY. THE FRATILITY RATES FROM TiHE 1977-7i KFS WE-E bASEU 
ON AN AV_4,AGt ,1F- *IRTHS OCCURRING i YEARS PRiUR TO THE SURVEY. 

(20)
 



TAbLE 146. 
 SI:LECTE:D FERTILITY MEASURES, tly UKBAN/RURAL kESIDENLE,
 
1977. KENYA
 

SELECTED MEASURES 
 TOTAL
 

CBR (PER 1000 PCPI 
 53.55
 
TFR ,PER WOMAN) ti.05
 
GRR (PER WOMAN) 3.97
 
NRR (PER WOMAN) 3.11
 

01 SOURCE: CENTRAL BUREAU OF 
STATISTICS, 
KENYA FERTILITY SURVEY
 
MAJOR HIGHLIGHTS, NAIkABI, 1979

02 CBR BASED ON 1977 A.E-SPECIFIC FFRTILIlY RATES 
(AVERAGE OF
ASFROS 
FROM THE 1977 NATIONAL DL-MOGRAP4IC SURVEY (NOS) AND T-tt
1977-7d KENYA FERTILITY SURVEY KI-S) AS RE:PURTEJU IN CENTSALBUREAU OF STA7ISTICS (19791 
ANO ESTIMATtD MIDYEAR 
POPULATION, BY 
AGE AND SEX. 

03 THE TFR WAS E$,TIMATED BY THc U.S. BUREAU OF THt LENSUS BYAVERAINU 1977 AUJUSlED AGE-SPEtiFIC FERTILITY RATES FROM THE
1977 NATIONAL DEMOGRAPHIC SURVEY NOS) AND 
i917 AGE-SPECIFIC
 
FERTILITY RATES FROM 19
FiHE 77-7' KENYA -tRTILITY SURVEY (FS).
THE ADJUSTED kATtS FROM T-IE 1917 NLJS WLRL -STIMATLU USING ARELATIONAL GOMPERTZ MUDEL., ATA ON BIRTHS OCCURRING IN 1976 AND1977t AND DATA t-N LHIl.DkEll EVER BURN FRUM 1HE SURVEY. ThE FEK-TILITY RATtS FROM T-I 
 )77-7B KFS WERE BASED ON AN '"VERAGE OFBIRTHS UCCURRING DURIN. --it 3 YLARS PRIOR TU THE SORVEY.04 NRR WAS BASED UN THE ESTIMATED AGE-SPECIFIC -ERTILIIY RATES, TtitSEX RATIO Al BIP'-v AND LI'-E 
TAbLES GtNERAIru AT THE U.S.

BUREAU uF THE CENSUS USING DATA 
FROM THE NATIONAL btEMGKA'riIL 
SURVEY UF 1977. 

(21)
 



lAbLE 15A. NUMBER OF LITERATE PERSONS, 10 YEARS ULL) ANU OVER, BY 
AGE, SEX AND URBAN/RURAL RESIOENCE, 19w9. KENYA 

ul 	 ALTt-ILJt, Nu PkECISE Fi.,UKES ARE AVAILABLE, IT WAS ESTIMATELU InA 
IN MID-1970 AdUJT 5Ut OF THE POPULATION CJr: KENYA WAS ILLITtKATE. 
HOWEVER, USING UNESCO CRIT;1R1ON FUR LIIEKAC' - NAMELY 1hE 
AuILITY TO RtAU ANu WRITE A TWELVE - WORD SENTENCE - THE FIGURE 
FOR iLLITEkALY MAY 6E As HIGHI' AS tb5. 

(22) 



TABLE 158. POPULATION BASES FOR PERCENTAGES IN TABLE 15Cv 1969. 
KENYA
 

01 SEARCr CONJULTED BUT DATA NOT FLUND. 

(23) 



iAeLE 1nC. PE-RCLNTAGES LITERATE 10 YEARS OLLU AND GBER, BY AGE, sEx, 
URBAN/RURAL RESIDENCE, 1969. KENYA 

01 SEARCH CONJUCTtU BUT DATA NOT FOUND. 

I 24) 



TABLE 16A. NUMBER OF PLRSON. ENROLLED IN SCHUOL 5 TO 29t YEARS OLUD 
BY A(,o SEX, AND URBAN/RURAL RESIDiENCE- 1969. Kf-NYA 

01 S :ARCH CONUuCTto L4uT UATA NU] FOUND. 

(25) 



TABLE lb3. POPULATION OAStS e-OR PERCtNTAGES IN TABLE lbC, 
1969.
 
KENYA
 

01 SEAKCH CONUuCTED eUT DAIA NOT FOUND. 



TABLE 16C. PERLENTAGE ENROLLED IN SCHOOL 
5 TU 24 YtARS OLD, bY
 
A6Ev SEXv AND URBAN/RURAL KESIUtNCkv 19b9. KENYA
 

01 SEARCH LONDUCTtD BUT DATA NOT I-UUND. 

(27)
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TAbLE 17B. POPULATION bASES 
KENYA
 

AGE 	 TOTAL 

TOTAL 


TO1AL 9d97000 

10-1. 1875000 

15-19 1581000 

20-24 1306000 

25--.'4 3332000 

45-54 887000 

55-6'4 5,+6000 

65 AND UVE- 370000 

UNKNOWN 0 


FOR P-kCENTA(.:S IN TABLE 17C, 19b0. 

TOTAL 

MALE 


4ts7,000 
938000 

790000 

649000 


1644000 

430000 

258000 

165000 


0 

TUT AL 
FtMALE 

5023000
 

9i7000
 
791000
 
657000
 

168b000 

4,57000 
2bO00
 
205000
 

0 

01 SOURCE; SIMEON OMINUEt THE POPULATION Ot- 0.cYA-'JGANuA-TANLANjIA, 
C.I.C.R.E.D. StRIES, NAIK0tI, 1975, P. 104
 

02 ILO ESTIMATES.
 

(.:9) 
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TABLE 18. ECONUMICALLY ACTIVE POPULATION BY OCCUPATIONAL STAiUS, 
SeX, AND URBAN/RURAL RES1DENCE, 198iO. KENYA 

01 SEARCH CINLUCltLJ bU[ UATA NOT FLIJUND. 

t. i) 



TA1,LE 19 INCOME DISTRIBUTION AND MEDIAN INCUM: (iN KENYAN POUNUS). 
bY SEX, AND UR!SAN/RURAL RESIUENCt, 1975. KENYA
 

INCOME DISTRIb. ITAL 
TOTAL 

1-499 1237
 
500-999 1212 
1000-1499 6307 
1500-1999 7567 
2000-2'499 0626 
2500-2999 4,o82 
3000-3499 3859 
3500-3999 24-9b 
tOOO--,.99 2056 
4500--,999 1391 
5000-5999 2196 
6000-b9c9 129
7000-7999 774 
6000-b999 493 
9000-9999 27b
 
IOC00 AND OVER 756
 
MEDIAN INCOME 2323
 

01 SOURLE: CENIRAL tUKEAU OF STATISIILS, KENYA MINISTRY OF PLANNLN6 
AND LkMMUNITY AFFAIRS, INCOME TAX STATISTICS REPOR1---YEAR OF 
INCOME 1475, NAIROuI, I977 ), P. 15. 

02 DATA PtRTAIN IlU RtSIUEN KENYAN 1AKPAYEkS WHOSE MAIN 
INCOMti IN,197t. WAS E4'PLUYMENI UR SELf--EMPLUYMtNT. Ta-i RAIfiU OF
TH=-SE FIGuKEz 10 THE TOTAL NUMBtk UF ALTUAL AND/UR PJTNI7IAL 
TAXPAYERS IS ujNKNOW*4.
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"Women in Development" Countries
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AFRICA ASIA LATIN AMERICA NEAR EAST 
Benin Bangladesh Bolivia Afghanistan 
Botswana India Costa Rica Cyprus 
Bur~ndi Indonesia Dominican Republic Egypt 
Cameroon Korea Ecuador Israel 
-ape Verde Nepal El Salvador Jordan 
Cha, Pakistan Guatemala Lebanon 
Djibouti Philippines Guyana Morocco 
Ethiopia Sri Lanka Haiti Syria 
7ne Gambia Thailand Honduras Tunisia 
;,ia na Jamaica Yemen Arab Republic 
,I inea Nicaragua 
& i-a Bissau Panama 
:':orv Coast Paraguay 
Ken'.,a Peru 

-estho 
ia 

Ma iaga scar 
'-! 1aw i 
...qI L 

.'Iaur i tania 
M'aur c ius 
.!ozambique 

Rnd a 
'ac Tome and Principe
Sene al 

- e-_1he I les 
Sierra Leone 

-uan 

',wazi I and 

-i1 -a 

"-cpr Volta 

.aire 

a, 7)i a 
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APPENDIX B
 

A List of Variables Used in the "Women in Development" Tables
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"Women in Development" Tables
 

1. Unadjusted Population by Age, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
2. Unadjusted Population by Age, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
3. Adjusted Population by Age and Sex, 19
 
4. Adjusted Population by Age and Sex, 19
 
5. Popuiation by Province, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 

Urban/!Iural Residence. 19
6a. Population by Ethnic Group, Sex and 

6b. Population by Religion, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
6c. Population by Nationality, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
6d. Population by 
 Language, Sex and Urban Rural Residence, 19
 
7. Life Expectancy at Selected Ages, by Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
8. Infant Mortality Rates 
(per 1,000 live births), by Sex and Urban/Rural Resid4
 
9. Percent of Native-born Population Born Outside of Province of Current Residel 
 !x, 19
 

lOa. Total Population, by Marital Status, Age and Sex, 19
 
lOb. Urban Population, by Marital Status, Age and Sex, 19
 

19
lOc. Rural Population, by Marital Status, Age and Sex, 

ii. Minimum Legal Age at Marriage and Age at which Specified Percent are Ever Mai
 

Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
12. Number of Households by Size, Mean Size and Median Size, by Urban/Rural Resi(
 
13. Heads of Household, by .ge, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 

(per 1,000 women), by Urban/Rural Residence, I!
 
14b. Selected Fertility Measures, by Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
15a. Number of Literate Persons, by Age, 


14a. Age-Specified Fertility Rates 


Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
15b. Population Bases for Percentages in Table 15c, 19
 
15c. Percentage Literate, by Age, Sex, and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
L6a. Number of Persons Enrolled in School, by Age, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence,
 
16b. Population Bases for Percentages in Table 16c, 19
 
16c. Percentage Enrolled in School, by kge, Sex and 
Urban/Rural Residence, 19 

Sex and Urban/Rural Residence,
17a. Number of Economically Activet eer- q , by Age, 
l7b. Population Bases for Percentages i: 'le 17c, 19
 
17c. Percentage Economically Active, by Age, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
18. Economically Active Population by Occupational Status, 
Sex and Urban/Rural RE
 
19. Income Distribution and Median Income, by Sex, and 
Urban/Rural Residence, 19
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APPENDIX C
 

Summary of Search Resuits*
 

*Column numbers refer to individual data tables, as presented in Appendix B. (Multi-part data tables appear 
as single units with the exception of Table 6.) Countries have been grouped by geographic location. For 
each country, the matrix cells indicate the presence or absence of data table information. Lack ,_f 
information is represented by an asterisk. Other symbols, explained ir. the matrix key (located at the 1),hLtiln 
of the last page of Appendix C), describe the nature of data obtained, insofar as they conform, or do not
 
conform, to particular standard data-table formats. The final cell in each country ro-' contaLnS the number 
of data tables (n=19) for some informatiun was recorded. Similarly, the final row represents marginal sums 
for all 69 countries, indicating the number of countries for which some information for a givcm data table
 
was located.
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APPENDIX D
 

"A. OBJECTIVE
 

"The objective of this contract is two-fold: (1) 
to develop and make accessible a body of reliable

and internationally comparable data which will 
facilitate better understanding of the statuses and
 
rcles of women worldwide, and their participation in national development, and 
(2) to promote

institutionalization of WID issues 
and concerns in national 
and international census and survey

activities. Our purpose is to update, expand and make more 
relevant and accessible, both now and in
th future, the census 
and survey data available to 
the Agency and AID participating couatries
 
pertinert to Women in Developmeut (WID) issues and concerns. 

"B. SCOPE OF WORK 

"The contractor will 
pursue this goal through the accomplishment of a 
number of basic tasks: (l)

expansion of the 
data base of social, economic and demographic information related to the status and
 
roles cf women worldwide; 
(2) preparation of a hard copy publication(s) providing a worldwide
 
statist cal 
portrait of women, accompanied by interpretative text and an analytical critique of the

indicators 
and the data base as they relate to an understanding of the conditions of women; (3)

encouraging thirough consultatior and coordinatin ongoing and contemplated BuCen programs for 
statistical training andtechnical assistance 
to take into consideration the needs for the

conceptialization, design, collection, tabulation and analysis of data pertinent 
to women in

developa.ent issues; (4) function as a repository for international 
WID data and provide dissemination
 
of assembled international WID data base in response to user requests (U. S. and international)
utilizing specific transportable medium (tape, card, diskette, etc.) as appropriate, and to include

doci:i.entation; (5) preparation of special tabulations from census 
samples and surveys to provide data 
concernin< WID issues which have not previously been available, e.g., micro data from censuses and
 surveys may be exploitedto prepare data on women migrants, women-headed households, nale/female income
differentials; and (6) compilation of data on subject areas less frequently included in population
Cens:ISes avid ceneral purpose household surveys, e.g., access to credit, political participation.
 

"Under this new contract agreement BuCen will (1) assess the variables included in the previous stage

of w'rk to determinie whether new variables shouild be 
added to the data base, (2) extend the data
capture activities to include, in addition 
to the 69 AID-participating countries, all 
countries of 5

million or more population, (3) update the data presented under the previous contract to reflect most
 
recent information available, and 
(4) drawing on the information presented in this expanded data base,

prepare 
for hard copy publication a worldwide statistical portrait of women using the most recent data
 
availabe, to include interpretive text and an analytical critique of the data base.
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Dissemination and utilization of these data is 
a primary objective. As indicated above, 
the data will
 
be made available in two forms: (1) in machine-readable form according to agreed-upon file
 
specifications; and (2) a 
world handbook, or regional handbooks, which select and display data 
from
 
the automated file 
in a maximally useful analytic mode and provide(s) a critique of the data base and
 
indicators. The BuCen will 
function as repository for 
these data, and will create a reproductive

capacity and disseminate the data in 
response to user requests, both U. S. and international, in a
 
form consistent with user capabilities.
 

"An additional priority focus 
in the contract effort is the institutionalization of an integrated
 
concern and capability for assessing the 
roles and status of women, in a manner which accurately

reflects women s real social and economic contributions and conditions in society, in national and
 
international census and survey data collection, reporting and 
analysis activities. To this end,

BuCen will consult and coordinate with ongoing Census Bureau programs. 
 Examples of these programs are
 
the 
Census Bureau's regular training programs for population analysis, POPSTAN workshops, assistance
to the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and 
the Pacific (ESCAP) program of national surveys on
 
internal migration and the Survey and Evaluation Unit 
(SEU) Resource Support Services Agreement (RSSA)

agreement with AID to assist AID-participating countries 
in data collection, processing and
 
compilation efforts and 
to provide on-the-job training 
for host country nationals in data collection
 
and information management."
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APPENDIX E
 

A Cautionary Note Regarding the Use of Employment Statistics for Womenl/
 

Nadia H. Youssef
 
International Center for Research on Women
 

Washington, D.C.
 

The Agency's commitment to 
promoting productive employment as an integral component of its programmatic

emphasis has 
important bearing on development efforts 
on behalf of women. The relationship between
 
increasing the use 
of women's economic resources and 
improving the economic picture of underdevelopment is
 
only now beginning to surface. 
AID projects have recently begun to address women in their productive

role. However, fuller planning efforts 
are thwarted by the absence 
in the Third World of a system of
 
statistics showing the reality of women'-
 economic contribution. National censuses, which are 
the primary
source of data for development planning, have up to now consistently undervalued the productive

contribution of women to the national economy. 
Unless corrective action is introduced women will continue
 
to 
be excluded from social and economic development planning.2 /
 

The perennial problem is that in'ernationally adopted standards, 
the operational definitions of concepts,

and measures of employment are grounded in a system of identification and evaluation of economic activity

based on developed and industrialized economies. Methodologically, such an approach 
is inadequate for
 
developing economies, because it focuses on stable wage-earners and thereby fails 
to capture the totality

of men's and women's productive contributions. The census statistics for women, more than for men. are
 
fraught with ambiguities and 
sex related biases. This tendency is due to the interaction between

factors: (a) the 

two
 
inappropriate conceptualization of female 
labor force activity and its underenumeration
 

by means of censuses, and (b) the 
cultural bias against acknowledging the types and level of work that
 
women perform that leads to distorted reporting and 
recording of women's contribution to total employment.
 

The following pages single out 
some of the limitations intrinsic 
to current operational definitions and
 
measurement of work in standard census 
practices.
 

I/ This is a condensed version of a 
larger paper entitled "Sex-Related Biases in Census Counts" in the
 
report Priorities in the Design of Development Programs: 
Women's Issues, Bureau of Development Support,
 
AID, Washington, D. C.
 

2/ A basic critique of the situation can be found 
in the U.N. Secretariat "Sex Biases and National Data
 
Systems," (ST/ESA/STAT/99), (June 1980).
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MEASUREMENTS OF WORK: WOMEN'S PRODUCTIVITY
 

Standard census practices use the labor force approach in collecting data on economic characteristics and 
in classifying populations as economically "active" or "inactive". According to this approach, Lhe 
economically active population is identified as 1) at work for pay or profit during a sp)cifi1 Lrf 
period, either one ek or one day; 2) with a job but not at work, or 3) actively seeking employment. 
This measure, originally developed in the United States during the Depression to assess the extent or 
unemployment, fails to capture the reality of working conditions in developing economies for the fo!!oine 
reasons: a) much of production is family-based and for home consumption; b) the agriciltural cvle 
generates sharp seasonal variation in activity; c) the length of working days is not uni form; d) most 'wage 
work is for daily wages; and e) individuals engage in not one, but a variety of economic acLivities ii lhe 
course of a single year. 

The flaws intrinsic to this conventional measure are more acute for women than for men because of a deeply
 
entrenched bias against female employment. This bias takes the form of failure to report on the
 
productive contribucion of women to economic life, not only through the self-reporting process (because
 
women do not consider their work to be economically important), but also in. instructing the interviewer to
 

accept a married woman's designation of herself as a "housewife" (hence to be counted "economically
 
inactive") without further probing into a possible distinction between the economic and non-economic value
 

of the activities she performs.
 

THE LABOR FORCE APPROACH AND WOMEN WORKERS
 

A rigorous interpretation of the concept "economic activity", as utilized in tihe labor force approach, is
 
disadvantageous to women because of the following:
 

Domestic Production: The concept excludes activities connected with family production which do not result
 

in the actual production of market goods, such as personal services and home consumption goods.
 

Reference Periods: Women are more likely to be misclassified as economically inactive because tie 

reference period or time frame in which women perform work is often not according to "standard" reference 
periods used in the census. To facilitate accurate recall, censuses and labor surveys inquire about work 
performed in the last week or month. Since most men work almost every week or month of the year, the 
short reference period will accurately reflect men's long-term labor force status. Many women liwever, 
work irregularly, since they either constitute a seasonal labor force used to meet agricultural p-a labor 
demands, or in urban areas, they may engage intermittently in informal sector activities.
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Subsistence Activities: Women who work in traditional subsistence activities tend to be excluded from the 

labor force count. Many agricultural societies are characterized by heavy reliance upon traditional 

suibsistence activities, which remain outside the sphere of formal markets although supporting a high 

propor-L io! of the rural population. Work activities in those tcaditional societies are family labor, 

- , lalor" to meet social obligations at the village level. Such .. isc.n provVidLI :ork 

typically regarded by timaerators as having no economic significance, often because no form of cash is 

exchanccd. Given thLat tie subsistence economy is mostly in female hands, excluding such forms of labor 

operates dt!crease further the number of women reported in the statistics as part of the labor force. 

h11paid :"a.LIWorkers: The category of "unpaid family labor" is meant to exclude household work such as 

.-,od reparation, childcare, and care of livestock used for family consumption, but may include any farm 

activities %.ich result in the cash sale of product- and services. 

6'A most and require a work least time 

dLni4l :_ short reterence period (typically the past week or month) to qualify as an "unpaid family 

worker. Tiis specification has proved to be disadvantageous to women, in that the uncertainty 

Folto, i specifications, surveys censuses that person at one-third 

s:.rro;vimng what Constitutes "one-third" of cash producing work by "unpaid" female workers in particular, 

ar::nisc ssified by census enumerators as "econo,:ically inactive".
 

!11foL7111a Sector: o:en' s work in informal sectors of the economy is unrecognized in census statistics. A 

widespread pieoinnon in Third World countries, particularly in the urban areas, is the build-up of an
 

extens ;S econoy, developing as a necessary complement to the expanding formal sector wage labor. 
Most es in the informal sector are on the periphery of the job market, and these jobs are not
 

i 'to any industry coding, or as exists fo: sector.
~rite¢: detailed occupational breakdowns, the formal 


Sin'e . . sector jobs often fall outside taxation structures, lack a set location to transact 

busines )17may even he quasi-legal, the tendency is to exclude informal sector activities from the labor 

torce cr:nut. This has led to a considerable underestimation of the number of urban women who are actually 

econoinica iy active.. 

Multiple Roles: Multiple economic roles of women are not captured in census counts. According to the
 

standard iefintions, individuals are classified as economically active or inactive on the basis of a
 

series ot questions clustered around the concept of principal economic activity. In developing economies,
 

however, the formulation of such a question does not reflect the totality of work involvement, for both
 

sexes are engaged in a multiplicity of economic activities at different levels of productivity.
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The rigidity of standard definitions leads to a distortion once more, and it is the women who go 

unreported, because their day--more so than that of men--is characterized by a constant and subtle 
alternation between numerous activities with both economic and non-economic significance. No statistical 

ack:-owledgement s made of ,oen who intermittently engage in small-scale trade and in short dur:id tn 
income-oarning activities, which are interspersed bet,een housework. 

T-ne Underestimation of Unemployment: The standard labor force approach works to the disadvantage ot 

including women in unemployment rates. 

Many women who are unemployed are, in fact, not counted. First of all, there is a tendency among census
 

takers to automatically attribute the status of '"inemployed" housewife to a married woman who is not
 

working at the time of the census, without probing whether or not she is currently in search of work. 
Further, the conventional practice of defining the actively unemployed as those who sought work in tie 
previous week leaves out of the count the passively unemployed group of women; those wanting or needing 
work but who are discouraged, and the groups of women who wanted a job and would have accepted one had it 
been offered. Inclusion of the passively unemployed group (which may have more members among women than 
men) in the unemployment rate would reflect a more accurate measure of the proportion of women available 

for employment.
 

POLICY RELEVANCE OF SOUND STATISTICS ON WOMEN'S WORK 

'omen will continue to be dropped from the labor force count unless more categories of activity status
 

(ful;-ti-e, part-time, seasonal worker, and the like) are introduced, unless occupational clascifications 
ar set up to fit the specific types of work women pursue, and unless interviewers themsleves are trained 

and sensitized to probe into the economic value and functions of the activities women perform. 

As3igning a social and economic value to women's labor force participation has implications beyond the
 

improvement of statistics. The development of sensitive measures which address the critical questions
 
"What types of work do women perform?" and "What are the occupational characteristics and skill levels of
 

women who are active in the labor force?" directly bears upon formulation of employment policies for women.
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USER COMLENTS 

If subsequent efforts in this data capture/dissemination activity are to be improved in a manner maximally
 
responsive to user needs, the major ideas for such improvement must come from the persons who actually use
 
the data to meet policy program and project needs. This tear-out form is placed here in multiple copies
 
to make it easy for successive users to submit constructive comments.
 

It would be helpful if the reader would clearly identify on this form the features of the Data by Sex 
booklet considered particularly effective in contributing to its usefulness. Such supportive "feedback" 
is necessary to ensure that the strong points of this report will be retained in the future. 

It is suggested that the Introduction and Foreword be read once more before this form is completed, in
 
order that the reader may have a clear idea of just what the data base is meant to be, as well as what it
 
is not meant to be.
 

AID field officers should air pouch the completed form to the address on the left, and others mail it to
 
the address on the right:
 

Statistical. Data by Sex Statistical Data by Sex
 
DS/DIU/ESDS DS/DIU/ESDS
 
AID/Washington Agency for International Development
 

Washington, D. C. 20523
 

U. S. A. 

Please record your comments below, on the reverse side, and if necessary, on additional sheet(s).
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USER COMMENTS (continued)
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