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INTRODUCTION TO TIE DATA BASE IN THIS BOOKLET
 

The United States Bureau of the Census (BuCen) recently completed a pilot six-month project, sponsored
jointly by rhe AID Women in Development Office 
(PPC/WID) and the Office of Population (DS/POP), which,

drawing on 
existing data sources, provides AID with data disaggregated by sex, age and urban-rural
 
residence for a variety of variables including demographic, educat'on, health, household, income 
and

employment. The purpose of the project was 
to capture and make accessible, in a convenient single

location, statistical data from existing sources 
relevant to a better understanding of the status and
 
roles of women in AID-participating countries. 
 ]'he scope of work included a data search of 69
 
AID-participating countries for specific variablez. 
 A listing of the countries for which searches were

conducted is 
provided in Appendix A. A listing of the variables searched is provided in Appendix B.
 
Appendix C presents, in matrix form, a 
summary of the results of the data search. 
 More than 2,fOO tables
 
were compiled during the project (though some 
remain blank owing to lack of information) using a variery

of national and international sources. The most commonly used sources were national censuses 
and surveys,

statistical abstracts, and international compendia (e.g., publications 
from the United Nations, the Latin
 
American Demographic Center, the 
International Labor Organization, and so forth). Each table is in a
 
standard format which permits the footnoting of sources and 
important definitions. Further annotation is
 
often included to indicate instances where data availability deviates significantly from the standard
 
table outline, or where concepts and definitions used in collection or tablulation differ from
 
internationally recommnded standarde.
 

BuCen researches were concerned with recording "hard", reliable data. 
 Census data were generally accepted
 
as valid. Survey data were used 
if they had been judged reliable by the country analysts in the BuCen
 
International Demographic Data Center (IDDC). 
 Projections were not used and estimate* or questionablv
 
measures were generally avoided. If, of necessity, the latter were employed, caveats 
appear in the
 
footnotes.
 

A major product of this effcrt is a computerized data file suitable fo: analysis using standard
 
statistical packages, e.g., Statistical Package for the Sociai 
Sciencez (SPSS) and Statistical Analysis

System (SAS). Data for all 69 countries are available 
on a single tape. A standar& cape file format wa
 
prepared for all 19 tables. Information concerning the record layouts (formats) 
ror the various typee of

data as well as information regarding data-file specifIcations is available. B-.-yond the basic tabular
 
data, the tapes indicate source references, concept definitions, and any qualifying information which
 
should be considered by the user. The computerized data file is available for use 
by Agency personnel on
 
the AID computer. Arrangements 
for Agency users should be made through the Economic and Social Data
 
Services Division, Office of Development 
Information and Utilization (DS/DIU/ESDS). The data file is also
 
available on magnetic tape from the BuCen. 
 Requests should be addressed to Chief, International
 
Demographic Data Center, U. S. Bureau of the Census, Washington, D. C. 20233.
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At this time we 
are making copies of the data available in hard copy booklet form, on a country-specific
 
basis. Each country booklet contains a complete set of computer printout tables for the variables
 
searched for that country. In those cases 
where the data search failed to uncover data for a variable,
 
tne table(s) appears blank in the country booklet. Copies of these country-specific booklets are
 
available upon request from the AID Office of Development Information and Utilization (DS/DIU).
 

Census data on women exhibit certain limitations and biases which must be taken into account if the
 
statistics are to be interpreted appropriately. Some of these biases are noted in the FOREWORD which
 
f3llows. 
 Appendix E, "A Cautionary Note Regarding Use of Employment Statistics for Women," by Nadia
 
Youssef, expands on the difficulties surrounding the use of women's statistics in the important area of
 
employment.
 

Toe data capture activities comprising this project are being extended and expanded in 
a three-year
 
iallow-on contract with the Bureau of the Census, to 
begin in FY'81. The Objective and Scope of Work for
 
tnat contract are reprinted in Appendix D for the purpose of informing users of these data about the
 
3irecticns of continuing efforts.
 

Finmlly, several 
tear-out copies of Reader Comments forms have been bound into this volume for use in
 
iubmitting user reactions and suggestions to the DIU office in AID/Washington. We would appreciate
 
hearing from you. 
 Every effort will be made to improve upon the present volume so that succeeding
 
eiitions become progressively more useful.
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FOREWORD
 

Background
 

(a) The International Context
 

The decade of the seventies witnessed a growing international movement directed towards improvement in the
status and 
roles of women worldwide. Increasingly, 
it became widely recognized and accepted that, while
class or social ranking is a general or basic 
fIctor in all people's fate in life,
problem in that there are zwo 
women face a special


systems of stratification in operation. 
The second system concerns women's
position vis-a-vis aen 
in public and private life. It is in 
this sense 
tiat women are confronted wichproblems of discrimination peculiar 
to them, and
designation of the 
it is this universal problem that lay behind
International Women's Year in 1975, tie
followed by the 
current United Nations Decade 
for
Women (1975-1985). 
 A more recent milestone in this international women's movement was reached when,
December 1979, on 18
the United Nations General Assembly adopted by a vote of 130 in
11 favor, none against, with
abstentions and 11 
Mmber States non-voting, The Convention on 
the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimit;ation Against Women. 
 Eighty-one nations 
are now signatories to 
the Convention and ratification
 

proceedings 
are underway in these countries.
 

(b) The Situation in AID
 

During this same 
time, within the Agency for International Development, awareness 
of women as they
impacted on, and were affected by, 
the deveiopment process also grew. 
 Reports depicting women victims
as
of the developm.a process appeared with 
increasing frequency, as 
did reports that the contributions of
women to 
the developmeat process were heing consistently overlooked.*
 

Special concern 
for the status and rolet of women was 
initially provided explicit recognition in the
Agency policy framework, in 1973, in Sec. 113 of the 
Foreign Assistance Act, otherwise known 
as the Percy

Amendment.
 

*This perspective was also incorporated in the conceptual framework underlying the 
Programme of Action
for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade 
for Women which states, in part: 
 "It can be argued
that the predominant economic analyses of labor and capital insufficiently trace the linkages between
production systems 
in world economics and women's work as 
producers and reproducers; nor
tion, exploitation, oppression and domination of women by men, sufficiently explained 
is the subjec

in history."

(UN: A/Conf. 94/34, 13 August 1980, p. 6)
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That amendment mandated that Foreign Assistance "shall be administered so as to give particular attention
 
to those programs, projects and activities which tend to integrate women into the national economies of
 
developing cuuntries, thus improving their status and assisting the total development effort."
 

While the Percy Amendment dealt specifically with women, other broader changes occurring within the Agency

(as well as within the development community generally) indirectly spotlighted the situation of women.
 
First, the AID "new directions" mandate of 1973 
focussed attention on issues of distribution and equity in
 
she growth process. Secondly, the "new directions" approach was supplemented mid-decade with the "basic
 
human needs" emphasis. Both orientations pushed toward greater concern for women 
in the Frocess of
 
societal change. This is the case because 
(1) women make up a disproportionately large portion of the
 
poorest of the poor, and (2) women commonly bear the major responsibility for supplying themselves and
 
their families with food, water, fuel, health care, sanitation, education, and so forth. Women are, in
 
effect, simultaneously the group most 
in need and the "front line" providers of basic human needs.
 
Dkvelopment projects 
that overlook or misconstrue their capabilities and contributions run the serious
 
risk of being ineffective or, even worac, counterproductive.*
 

(c) Data Needs on Women
 

Planners and administrators who have recognized the 
need to take women into account, both as contributors
 
to, and/or beneficiaries of, the development process, are often frustrated by 
the lack of solid,
 
accessible statistical evidence of women's situations. 
 In the absence of reliable data, decisions must be
 
made on the basis of impressions, hunches, or even prejudices. At stake 
are substantial investments of
 
both human and financial resources. Data bases which fail 
to address the unique situations of women
 
provide little guidance for policy planning, and little basis for 
judging the results of initiatives taken
 
to further women's integration in development. Hence the crucial need 
for a reliable, up-to-date,
 
accessible data base on women in development.
 

Within Zhe Agency, it is now generally recognized that beginning with the policy stage and continuing
 
through the project programming, implementation and evaluation cycle, data must be obtained which reflect
 
the differential conditions of men and women. 
 The assumption that when benefits and costs accrue to
 
production aggregates (ranging from nations to ho'iseholds), they will be felt in some comparable way by

the var;ius units (ranging from subgroup to individuals) of which they are comprised, has proven patently

false. Many projects now require the gathering of baseline socioeconomic data pertinent to women's
 
status, e.g., the sexual division of labor, decision-making in the household, the pattern of expenditure

of house'hold cash earnings and 
so forth. Project evaluations and impact assessments increasingly focus on
 

*See, for example, The Nemow Case, Case Studies of the 
Impact of Larbe Scale Development Projects on
 
Women: A Series 
for Planners, Working Paper No. 7, September 1979, Agency toL :nternational Development,
 
Washington,
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changes in the differential access of men and womn to beth the means and fruits of production.* 

(d) Problems and Prospects 

Problems with tile statistical data base on women and women's situations in society emerge from two 
theoretically distinct sources. One set of probltms arises from the concepts aa-: indicators which have
 
been used in the construction of the data base. 
 Lor example, there are intrinsic limitations to
 
operational definitions of concepts and measureme,ts designed to capture employment trends in census
 
practices. These combine with cultural biases ag.Linst women's employment, and together result in the
 
underreporting and undercounting of women's 
parti ipation in the market place.** Too often the economic
 
value of what women do in the home and subsistenc, production is given short shrift in census and many
 
survey data. Necessary changes in the concepts a-id the operations of data gatherers represent a challenge

extending into the future, although some measure .f improvement is possible in the short run in some areas.
 

A second set of problems with the statistical dat base on women arises from the lack of availability of 
data at appropriate levels of aggregation; i.e, d ta are not disaggregated by sex. Although census and 
survey data have frequently been collected in suc a way as to allow the tablation of respoases separately

for men and women, because of the past insensitivtv to questions concerning differing conditions and
 
responses by sex, separate tabulations have eithet not been made or have not been reported. This is an
 
area where improvements can be made within relati ely short time- periods.
 

One of the goals adopted by the Office of Women i:, Development (WID) i: AID*** is improvements in the 
collection, rp:!rting and analysis of data conceriing the 
status of women in society and their role in
 
national development. In order to furzher the gctl c.f reliable information nn women in development Issues,
 
the WID Office haz been supporting a variety of etforts to develop a reliable and international'y

comparable data base in these areas. 
 One of these efforts has been to examine existing data sources, and,

where possible, provide tabulations of the information separately by 
sex. The data presented in this
 
series of country booklets represent the product of that effort.
 

*Assessing the Impact of Development Projects on Women, A.I.D. Program Evaluation Discussion Paper
 
No. 8, Bureau for Program and Policy Coordination, .gency for International 1,evelopment, May 1980.
 

**Limitations and biases regarding employment statistics for 
women are discussed in Appendix E, "A
 
Cautionary Note Regarding Use of Employment Statistics for Women."
 

***The Women in Development Office was established within the Agency to help meet the objLZ:ives of the
 
Percy Amendment.
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It is clearly recognized that the data captured in this project do not represent an idleal or complete set
 

of informatcr on the status and role of women nec.-ssary for project and/or program needs.* Rather they
 

reflect to a substantial degree what is currently accessible to the research team members. We do feel,
 
hiowever, that it may be useful to publicize basic data available to AID missions, generalists in .he
 

development community, and program planners who may be interested in comparisons within regions and
 

L mparisons between men and women. In addition %it-hope this kind of presentation will help create a demand
 

for more detailed and sophisticiated information on women in the future, especially if future publications
 

point out current gaps in information.
 

An assumption underlying the project was that the availability of data on women in developing countries
 
night remind planners of the importance of incorporating women in their programs, help suggest programs and
 

speed up the orientation of more development progiams toward women. In other words, the project was
 

expected to have a "consciousness-raisi,,g" function.
 

A more specific concern however, was to build up a solid set of data on characteristics of women in
 

developing countries which could be updated when new information became available. The 1980 round of
 

censuses will provide more information as will the country specific studies now being done in many
 

countries. The date base does provide a solid benchmark of what was available from the 1970s and can serve
 

as a source for future comparisons.
 

*Because of their lack of detail, the data would not be very useful for project planning. It is possible
 

som~e AID field missions, especia-ly those with smaller staffs, will use the information in their annual
 

Country Development Strategy Statement (CDSS) although many missions may be closer to the data for their
 

own country than the compilers in Washington could be. Regional comparisons might re-emphasize the
 
continued existence of ,-ertain problems, e.g., the relatively low life expectancy of females in South Asia.
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hODURAS, WASt11N(TIJNi 19?77, TABLE 5. 
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1AiLE So WIANT AOKTALITY KA1tS Iftit 1,000 LIVE fiitTtill BY ?AA AmE)

UMBAN/I4URAL RtS1O*Nqit 1911-1972. 4NUKUA.S
 

TOTAL TOTALYEAR TuTAL UE.BAN IMBhAm URtSAP4 AukAL KUPtAL. KU.K*LTOTAL MALZ PE&LtL TOTAL MALE FEMALE TOTAL qAL c I-MALL 

19 1-72 11? A A 66A A 127 A 

01 SOURmcl ANTONIO JkTEGA AND KAWUkL RINLI. rENLUE.,TA O)SMI&4ACA

NACIUMAL Of H4cW.MAS, FA5C1CiJLO * INDRALIUA01, UIKiELCIC,, 6k~AL
 
Of ESTADISIRL& Y CEN&US OE H.UDUtAS9 IL~LADr 
 NktLLS MU. Idlo, OAN
JIESE, AUWiJSl 1915, Vivo 34-38. 

02 7th EM CUISTA DEMOGAAFICA NM.IIJNAL OE H$WUkAS SAMPLEUAPPROXIMATItLY 529CO0O RkSPUND&JhIS FiM~) Dk#-&MBtA 1970 IU OCTObER, 

A DATA NOT AVAILAadLk. 
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1AvLE 9. PERCLP47 OF ftA71VI:-BOltN POPLJLATIUE BoRft UuOhIuE UFP01 kUf- CURItNT PtESijU~CE, SY Ac~k tU Sk:A, 197%.. hMONWk AS 

0)1 SEARCH CUNOUC~tU HU7 NtO DATA FiUrfD. 

1 12) 



TA4Lk IbA. TOTAL POPUA11ICM BY MAR~ITAL SIATUS9 As AND !pLX, 197*. 

SCA Aba AG& TOTAL S1M6LL PqARRtlt
kCUNSE 14SUAL 


TOTAL Ct1~Awrlt 265*'V.. 169,e66 367377 9#2 57Z
TOTAL 11A&~S 1s6vIo1 89#4 49 1 ao,* 20 .33V 1
IMdU&~ is 646650 646 , 1.4 u
15-19 
 As~biF 132%Q 1575 4j30720-24t 1 e1 0360 1.u751 26%5823-Z- % 2125 zze 12219
b7IS 5: 200615 30611 
633 5Y2s 2,062a 26JV%1976 

sO19q 11v 21"101 1222" 
454 2430 IVQ*3 1"9"3AZCI 

505 
 130
IbftP 15.." 137C-5 

2a052 121? 1Iola z4165 Sao Ovbft ito49 1%.1 ssalIsliv 

UMO40 ua QTOIAL PMALIS 1339"t 790311 104137 220J71U6~ 2645s 627"~1 144 !l15
1-9140913 105ft~ 11.06a 2501?
20-aft 
 1I1p 3bsftk fl?5ws 
 w440w
25-21 Gives 100hA Z*020 
 a?11's30-34*V '05f 5 422 2S7201 Z9110835-39 (3;5sP Jul 2%117 26V92

541.04 ;:%$a2.5 19955 1S&ZIO45- 44243 213.a a.3js 1 corm50-5ft 
 .1323 2010 1201S V30S3-,, 2,7%3 1545 7?.s9 5ftI2 
20214ZZS1 16TI Me? $6a%65 AND OVIER 331129 0302 3646L~qNsW4ti 0 0 ti 

COI WUK~CE: D~kECLltsN t,~kkAL Ut ETADI %TILA Y LUNSLJS, CE1v5LJN1ACIUM'AL DE '0ObLACIWIq - SUMARIA9 VL3LUML 2. 7E4I.4.ALA,
0CT~iER 197, TAtlLk ]l.

02 INC *SEPAXATELDIOR00 COeu4s INCLUOk S EUMEN9SO4L-.RhI OftSEPARATIUPSS Ab WE:LL AS LfcrAL-#lAPAIA~k ),kPMtAT1Uftz. 

6"5.b6 

#.;69 

21 

?.1 

23it 
275 

360 

620 

*U,3 

1026 

1306 

1979 
.. s 

0 
!Q2117 

.3* 
111 
74#2 


109#2 
&1*4 
k~570 
ssl 
45,C 
5922 
t,62 
1-sZs 


ApVb. 
0 

..
 

W1DC~kUSEP/DZVUA.NQT S1AEU
 

1otl9al Q 
2.*151 0 

19 0 
663 
3360 
3104 to 
2702 0 
2q10 

a17 
1982 
1860 0 

157w C 
Z1 0 

0 0 
81029 co 

L0s 0 
6635 
1120
 
1020
 
b490 C',
051 u 

U 0 
b#
 

599s 0 
u#.$9 0 
.00 0 
"*I
 

0 0 

* 13) 



TABLE 105. URbAN POPULATIONl BY AIARITAL %TATUS, Aid;, ANO Stitv 19-p,4.
,tO"UuRAS 

SEX AND A,1: 1.)TAL SI IP.LE MARRIEULUNtSEPOSUAL dILwCEX DSEP/IVOR.NUT STALED 
TOIAL URBAN t3317o 501bo 1200,e4 11059TOTAL FALES 395513 Z69026 sbOO 

ez, 05 145 A 
 93-1v 0
LON UcR 1" 182,44 ISZZ26 5 10 b 5 015-19 466209 *4 4..45 118 . Z 5 0
20-2# lib 2,%577 0#7uni 747b v 4 1.6'25-29 02 70o 340b 8172 9092 91 1361f 030-34. 2 0'.4 312n ebb*# b69 91 1189 035-39 
 19193 2009 G2 | 7839 130 996 0 

-11
45-49 1251 "ez 6078 150 6,129Z5'0 5619 0*4177 d.10 775 055-59 9o17 561 .72 Ie .590 Z79 *75 055-59 6620 415 .18 2221l 284 s0 0 

o19?d65 AND LNIER ;:901 19201011%6, 9 ~C09 '50 2337 leOS 863 0UT0
TUTAL FAL 0 0 0437666 25S9so 0 0 0# 6042# 6091-. 1016bz 3757bUNUEK 15 01009.40 11s04fs Z 6
15-19 s. 22 4251130 '5081 
 300, 61"8
25-2v ft 2776
46512 17763 0P2:91 IVA9 
 325 5981 
31-o 51.. 1051Y L0a)1 .15 4, 

0 
30-3.. 2Z1#bb 021 v4 bb6%5 *05 .O%535-39 0Z2sOo 162. TV96 * V 92., *010 0'.0-., 174.5a 1222 bo 9 5226 1It15-5- .. 5o01-60.5 1026 5089 3?9150-54 11917 k55B 3161 0'941 377(1 24Z5 &W0 2761 055-59 @465 756 2.35 130 19a6 201460-6~7917 
 197 1882
65 ANu LKcR 1i1Vz 1563 Sol17119sw, a"49 102 1.79 0LJ 4pPe meN 0 t4 0 0 0 O 0
 

01 SOURCE : DIRECL(ION GENERAL IE LSIAUIS1CiA Y LENJS, CIjpNsuNACIONAL .: PUbLAC|ON. - SUMACKIA, VOLUML 2, 1i'(ULIbALPA9 D.L.9
 
OC10bEk 1977, TAbLt 3.
02 TIH 'SEPARATEJ/DIVf R.f:[j COLUMN IWCLUOES LUSENSUAL-ptION
SEPARATIUNS AS WELL AS LEGAL-ARk(IAcG SEPA AIUf4U%. 
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TABLE 12. 	 NUMBEP4 OF* rfUJSEI(JLLS bY SILL#, McArd ).ILt AN() M.UIAN S14E, 
tZY URBAN/RURIAL RESIDLNCtv 197-9. Pi uN UUKA.' 

'40. OF PERSLINS/H*1. TUTAL U~dAN RuKtAL 

19" z 75 1b IIe 

SP AND UVER 	 21I~ DO10Zlbi 
UNI'.(JNU4C 0 (1 
TOIAL 	 'b300.. 1,.06-09 3 lo!)9 
"EAN SILL 	 5.7 5.b . 
4EDIAN SIZE 4.4 4.4 4 

01 ),OUR LL S. OIHELCIrUN kLNtKA. Ul- t! AAIST ILA Y CLNMUS, LtNSCO 
NACIONAL LIE VIVILNUO 197%.-S.P4AKIA NAClUNtAL, VULUqt 3, 1,GUCIGALPA 

9 .C.., oETEMBI:K 19 7 by TABLt: 5 AND o); IUiI~t..1&*, 6i:NEIKAL UL 
ES1ADISTICA Y LENSOS, LENSu NACIUNAL UL PbLAC1U-Pt,UP4E4 eUK 
ULPARTMENTO Y ,*JNILIPICJ, VuLUME 19 KAI- IV?', rLkUC1LALIPA, jC 
%OVEMbIH 197c), TAOiLt: Z5. 

02 THL DAlA RctK TO PcRSONS IN Tnt -JLLUwN.. Iy.'t Qe- Ut.LLINI, 
U14IT.%: SEPAkAJL r1UUSES; ArAbtlMtN,; IN4NS Uk bRUti-qNL, .1UUStb; 
rtU7S; AND IM WUVISt:O HUUSE.%. LULL~tLTlVt: t1Ou:,I,-uLUi .. E EALLU~t:L. 

t 111 



TA'iLE 13. 	 HEAJS dF '1UUSt~P1ULLJ 10 YtAIKS ANLJ UVIR, bY ACE, SEX ^NU 
UI0AAN/I4URAL t(ESIDENLt, hIVI. IHtJVIUKAS 

707AL 
 IOTAL IUlAL IJIAL U't3sP% UK(BAN UROAN KUKAL bRUKAL kA

To TA!- MALE rLMALE IUIAL MALL FE KAL E II& 4IALL I'CM,%Lr 

T07AL -ooiuUU 316 2 V I,-~ e l doy1640d 
 1U55 7 40633 3105v!) 2D . -,7s :V:Cv 


D1 	 SJUPL: JIRELLIUN %,NFkALUE L-SAUISTILA Y LENSUS, Lt:N!4 
'.ALI(NAL Vi eUNLACIUN.-SUMARI1A, VOLUME~ 2, Tk,ULC.ALPAv L.C., 
ujLTt-~E.( 11q77, 1AbLt 5. 
1-1- "OL.MdISt-ULL' MHttL) IS TM AT PtRSOtN - CO-PI1LCL' N ULi BY OTHLk 
ri JLJ)r-iCL: ME~9!(KS5 

(181~
 



T..tSLE 14A. AGE-baPELIFIL f-tKTILITY RATES IIAL- 1,000 ,OMENI, diy 
URBAN/RUkAL KESIOENLE9 1971-7;4. SIUNUfAS
 

AGE 	 IUTAL U~bAN RUR~AL 

115-19 167 1144zt 
20-,e-* 2-Si-1, 

Z:I-Zv 5.0 ib 

30 %301 21:1,
)5-49221 l~b 4o 

40-44vU ift7 60 
.05--lf lb1.212 

01 	SOURMCE: CAMISAt LIJLMA, FLLUNUIUA) Y NUIPtIALUALJ, ENLUESIA 
ULMOGA.AFICA NALlONAL Ut 40NCURA~bv Lt:LAUl)-, .ANTIALU9 197to, lAtLc 
1.' ANJ j15. 

02Z THt LMC.ULSTA !bAPPL~L AI'PROAIMATiL' 52,uOJ 'KtbPUNLIEN% F.KUM 
LECEPbLK 0Fi70 IL! LJs.TL'tER l72. 
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TAbLt 1AA. %Ubk 01- PkRSN ENRULLkLI IN SCHOOL 0 TO Zft YkAI(S ULO,
Ty AGtv, SLjt, AND UlkoANhIkURAi. .4LZSIDENr, 
 1914. HON~U.IAS 

AGE 
 7OTAL 7LJTAL TU.TAL uv~bAN UItAf UkSAt4 qUKALIUTAL MALE KUJKAL KIJKAI.FEMALE IDlAL MALE FEMALE T07AL M4ALL I-tMALt 
TOTAL 4 73206 2A.26C 2~3056
0-1 21 bu1fi OV117 1O01aVS1os!a 3 b%40Oa 6#0 1 1 t 1332GA 12116,.31a'15610-14. iZO95 3206L
224-o92 115-020 

0 1U44,27 ~ , 231 j :!1109072 925±.,y *t77 7 *07bz15-19 131953 o9nt*3allibt 31517 f'2 3 L(zvb7A *.V" 21h..a
20-24 1a~. 2J20-0 la'e..0 v/llbs0by*:$ IaI bI u ial%2V V:)61 Cob ? d 1772 Iqz 

i I SUURLE: JIIKCLLION kk~NRAL Jt t:TADINTILA Y LENSS LLN1,ONALICJNAL LE~ PUcoLACIUN-SUMA,(1A, VULUME ev TEuICIGAL,'A9 L.L.9OCTOBER 1i77, 1ArLL 1. 
W -. NROLMLN IS UE1-INt~u AS ATTi-NUANi AT 'ftUtLAK ILALHINGES7A3LISME4NTS%; T1INE kLPENE!*1 IZ, uNNJrvwOMN 

http:12116,.31


TAbLtE 168. POPULATION. 	 BASrS FOR P LLNTAGEb IN TABLE 1o(., 19~7. 
HULNOURAS 

AGf 	 7TTAL TUTAL TOTAL UkbAN uAdAN ULtIAN KUKAL KUKAL RUFAL 
707TAL MALE PI:MALL TPJ1AL "A LE FE MAL~t 1TAL MALt IPEMALL 

TOTAL 12 1tlzi ~b54 olk67i 3953#0 lb5- z0785Y e;! 85 2 .17utO *.U-ls4Lz 
6-9 J3.S95c 16V"00 1"55b 9 _7t)Z 07z23 I to-#71 2,.0206 Ik2 119 1 ioui 
10-14 3o1097 l8bV9,4 Imo 1 I1s±oft 55830 57740 4'e.a . .A lUb A224L7 

&:$-IV ddb7.02 13-#7by 1'.bv7.i LUis.39 -06' 11jO Ls54U3 v !u ly1.j 
20-24 deZU438 10Otiq9bl 119917 300708 :t4196 ..c~12 14.3710laO j.b 

01 	 SOURCEI UIRELLION tt:NERAL Dt ESIAUISTILA V CENSL.S9 LENSU 
NAC1GNAL Ot: PUBLACIUN-R&:SUMEN PUk DEPAkYMLP4TU Y PMJN1C1Plut VuLUML. 
It,14ARLH 1974., l~tPUL1GALPAt U.L.q HNUU,(Abg hOVt:MdCK 19769 1ABLt. 
I AMU12. 

http:CENSL.S9


TA-5LE loC. PERCE:NTAGE tNftULLLEI IN SLHl00L 6 TU 24 YLARS OILD, BY AG,, 
!oA, ANI) Uk~ %N/#(URAL kESIa:NCet Pl7.hUfDLKAS, 

AGE lUTAL 
7U7AL 

TUTAL 
KALt 

701 AL 
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UkMAN 
70TAL 
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U'tsAN 
FtMALc 

IRUKAL 
707AL 

ituKAL 
MALL 

kUKAL 
iLMALL 

TOTAL 
b-V 
LO-14 

.30. b 
50.5 
61.2 

-90.1 
do. 

oi.7 

J37.6 
1.2 

60 .:1 

!). 
68 ft 
eu.5 

5 
a7.9 
bZ.Lu 

52.-o 
09.0 
o.u 

.10 
.,,.'40. 

5z . 0 

3%z.0 

51.1:04 

30.0 

8.31 10.40 6. 1 19.-0 k.P 1'.. 1 4.5 1.0 

01 	 SUIJRLES: DlKtLCIuN L 1 INERAL DE t:STAUIS1ILA Y LENSUS, LE:NSU 
NAClLtNAL DE PUPLALION-SUMARIA, VULUME: d, T£~LIGl(ALPA* U.C.9. 
UtTOHER 19P17, lAt3LLt 1. 
0II(tCCIL:'i (tNtkAL Lic tSTAO1STICA Y Lr:NSUS, CEN4.U NACIONAL DE 
PUtLACUN-tS!UMEN PUK LjkPAKTMFNlO Y PUNIC1PIU, VULUML It P4ARL,1 
197-.t TEGUCICALPA, J.(.., HUNoURAS, NOVtPLtK 197o, lAbLt~b I AND 2. 

02 	 t:NRULLMENT IS LotFINLU AS A11tNDANLE AT KL-biJLAK 1t:ALrl1146 
LSTAtJLISMtN7:; lImL~ PEILRkNI IS UNKNOWN. 
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TA. 2LE 17b. P'OPULATION BAS.ES FUR PtbHCENTAt: IN TAbLE ITL, PIIl4. 
IIUNOUKAS 

01 -'XURLE. FOK P'UPULAT1ONJ HASES, kt: TABLt; Z. 
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TA'ILE 17C. 	 PERCENIAbE ECONOMILALLY ACTIVE 10 YE^Pt OLD A14U ijvEk,
5Y AGE, SkA, AN.) URBAN/RUKAL RtSIUENC~t 1914. IUNuuMAS 

70TAL TUTAL ILI AL URBAN 

TOTAL MALE HkMALL IU|AL 


AGt 	
uk8Am 0! :N ,rUKAL RUkAL 0,UKAL 

A Lt FE 04ALt TAL MALL It PLAL t 

T0lAL P3. 6 75.ze 13.4" 	 1434 .2 -25.0 %3. b ~ ".010-1-	 16.0 20., 29. 6.b 9.8 3.5 Z0..e 31.0 2.415-19 	 #s3.5 14.7 14.1 37.o 52.5 2 	 .o -to./ t!. b 1.120-24 
 53.5 90.j 20.2 57.k 
 3t°5 51.1 V3.6
95°bb
25-29 55.% 9,.0 19V.v30-.1,9 bb ., do 	 b .0 °9.1 38.9 51.1 97.1 9.15.5 111.7 02.9 9 1.,-w 37.° 5-1 . 1 97. Sodb 
35-39 55.5 V5~.9 17.7 6L. ve. 1 35.4. 5'.0 V7.0 3.410-44 
45-49 	

!)w 95.ts 15.1 59.-o VIC.3 3$0.9S 5 . vi..)a4.5 95.# 14.7 56.v V.o 27.1 .)9o.0 	 8 to50-540 	 52.v 91.7 13.3 5:.O a9.2 23.3 t2.9 9.5 a.z55-59 
 51.b 92.0 12.o '09., 
 L5. e 20.v 52.8d.. 	 o.0

60-64# 
 *V.0 50.5 1%)..1 43s~.7 its. 4 18.865 	 1. bV.!)bAND LNER :$4.8 5.2 6.1 27.2 
 5.0 b.5 -lb.o 70.1 4.bUNKNOWN 	 0.0 0.0 0 . Q 0.0 00G 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
 

01 S OURCE: 	 DIRELLION GtNERAL DL 
ENTADISTICA 	Y CiNh:%M p CLNSU
 
NACIOtAL Uk P06LACIUN-RtuMEN PLSl DPARTmtj'lO Y PUNC(.IPIU9

VOLUME Is MARC. L974, TEGUC1tALPA9 O.C., riUNUURAS, NUVtLMEk 1976,
 
TA1LES 2 AND 11.
 

02 THE DEFINITION OF ELLUNUMICALLY ACTIVE* CuNFukmS TO Trit ILU 
STANDA RD. 



TALt 18. ECONOMICALLY ACY1Vt: POPULATION bY OCCUPATIONAL STATUS,
 
SEX, AND URtJAN/xU~tAL RESIUiENLEt 197-9. HUNDURA S 

OCLLP. STATUS TO TAL TOTAL TOT AL UIKBAN UK:SAN' URBjAN ktUKAt KUkAL P(U#%AL
TOTAL 0AL L FEMALE TOTAL NA LE F EKA L t TOTAL 04AL L F0'4AL L 

TOTAL LAbOR FORKC: 16279, tv4 305o 1 19719 252989 1?.~b3z 80357 5ostilu 4104,24 3. 
CMPL,<. L. StL*-0MP. -401716 2b..d0b 30911 514.57 3907d~ 1637Y ef44Z!)9 ZZi27 tot)3z
tP4V'LUYERS 15-85 .S77o -*70? 1'.O021 10802 3219 ib.c).* 3-.Vle,-d 

LJN1. FAM. WORUNLIS 1U'9l95 10'.59.,) 52Oz 549> z!9 L24C 1O432b 10036'. 3*
UTtiEIS ANJ UNMFNJWN L'3I dZ2, Z30b V0) 7'.7h L821 5uV2 ~ -. 19 

01 	 SOIURCE : 3!HECLION LENERAL DE tES7ALIS71LA Y CENSuS, LENSO 
NALI1ON1L (UE PCbLACION-RLSUMLN Pu.4 &JLPAk1MENTtU Y MUNICIPIU, 
VULUME It M;-CtI 1974, 'tUL6I~ALV)A, U.L., HULNLXJKA!, ttUVtMdtK 197b, 
IABLE 20. 

n2 TtiE DjEFlNITIUN Ui- OFCL!NUMJLALLY %LIIVto LUNFU.RMS TO Trit ILU 
SI ANJA RU. 
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TAIILE 19. INLUME DISTR1bUTION AND MEUIAN INCOME: dl SE:X, 
AND URbAN.4URAL RESIDENCIE, 1974.. MUNOUkAS 
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APPENDIX A
 

"Women in Development" Countries
 

A-I
 



AFRICA 
Benin 
Bo tqwana 

Burundi 
Cameroon 
Cape Verde 

Chad 

Djibouti 
Ethiopia 
The Gambia 

GT ana 
'Gkinea 

ASIA 
Bangladesh 
India 

Indonesia 
Korea 
Nepal 
Pakistan 

Philippines 
Sri Lanka 

Thailand 

LATIN AMERICA 
Bolivia 
Costa Rica 

Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
El Salvador 

Guatemala 

Guyana 
11a.iti 

Honduras 
Jamaica 
Nicaragua 

NEAR EAST 
Afghanistan 
Cyprus 

Egypt 
Israel 
Jordan 

Lebanon 
moroc'Zo 
-- ia 

Tunisia 
Yemen Arab Republic 

(u inea Bissau 

Ivory Coast 
Kenya 

Panama 
Paraguay 
Peru 

Lesotho 

Liberia 
Madagascar 
Mta lawi 
Mtali 

.Mauritania 
:Maur it i-us 

.4ozamh icue 
N i ger 
RwAnd a 
Sao Tome and Principe 

Senegal 
Seychelles 
Sierra Leone 

Soml i a 

Sudan 
Swaziland 

Ta nzan i a 
Togo 
Upper Volta 

Zaire 
Zamb ia 
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APPENDIX 3 

A List of Variables Used in the 'Women in Development" Tables 
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'Vomen in Dev Iopment" Tables
 

I. Unadjusted Population by Age, Sex and Urban/R.tral Residence, 19
 
2. Unadjusted Population by Age, Sex and Urban/R,,ral Residence, 19
 
3. Adjusted Population by Age and Sex, 19
 
4. Adjusted Population by Age and Sex, 19
 
5. Population by Province, Sex and Urban/Rural R sidence, 19
 
6a. Population by Ethnic Group, Sex and Urban/Rur,l Residence, 19
 
6b. Population by Religion, Sex and Urban/Rural R.sidence, 19
 
6c. Population by Nationality, Sex and Urban/Rurl Residence, 19
 
6d. Population by Language, Sex and Urban Rural Residence, 19
 
7. Life Expectancy at Selected Ages, by Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
8. Infant Mortality Rates (per 1,000 live births), by Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
9. Percent of Netive-born Population Born Gutside of Province of Current Residence, by Age and Sex, 19
 
10a. Total Population, by Marital Status, Age and Sex, 19
 
lob. Urban Population, by Marital Status, Age and Sex, 19
 
lOc. Rural Population, by Marital Status, Age and Sex, 19
 
It. Minimum Legal Age at Marriage and Age at which Specified Percent are Ever Married, by sex and
 

Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
12. Number of Households by Size, Mean Size and Median Size, by Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
13. Heads of Household, by Age, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
14a. Age-Specified Fertility Rates (per 1,000 women), by Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
14b. Selected Fertility Measures, by Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
15a. Number of Literate Persons, by Age, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
15b. Population Bases for Percentages in Table 15c, 19
 
15c. Percentage Literate, by Age, Sex, and Urban/lural Residence, 19
 
lba. Number of Persons Enrolled in School, by Age, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
16b. Population Br .s for Percentages in Table 16c, 19
 
16c. Percentage arolled in School, by Age, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
17a. Number ur Economically Active Persons, by Age, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
l7b. Population Bases for Percentages in Table 17c, 19
 
17c. Percentage Economically Active, by Age, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
18. Economically Active Population by Occupational Status, Sex and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
 
19. Income Distribution and Median Income, by Sex, and Urban/Rural Residence, 19
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APPENDIX D 

"A. OBJECTIVE
 

"The objective of this contract is two-fold: (1) to develop and make accessible a body of reliable 
and internationally comparable data which will facilitate better understanding of the statuses and
 
roles of women worldwide, and their participation in national development, and (2) to promote

institutiownalization of WID issues and concerns 
in national and international census and survey
 
activities. Chr purpose is to 
update, expand and make more relevant and accessible, both now and in
 
the future, the 
census and survey data availa:,le to the Agency and AI) participating countries 
pert inent to Women in Development (WID) issue.s and concerns. 

"S. SCOPE OF WORK 

"The contractor will pursue this goal through the accomplishment of a number of basic tasks: (1)
expansion at the data base of social, economic and demographic information related to the status and 
roles of w ,r n worldwide; (2) preparation at a hard copy publication(s) providing a worldwide 
statistical portrait of women, accompanied by i:terpretative text and an analytical critique of the 
indicators and the data baso as they relate t, an "nderstanling of the conditions of women; (3) 
encou:aging through consultation and coordination ongoing and contemplaced BuCen programs for 
statistical training andtechnical assistance to take into consideratia the seeds for the 
canceptu.,lization, design, collection, tabulation and analysis of data pertinent to 6omen in 
developmnt issues; (4) f,ction as a repositrv for international WID data and provide dissemination 
of assembled internatio al WID data base in response to user requests (U. S. and international) 
ttilizing specific transportabie nedium (tape, card, diskette, etc.) as appropriate, and to include 
documttentat ion; 0 ) Preparation .,f spe:ial tahol itions fron census samples and 4"rvevs to provide data 
:,ncrniu.; WI)D i.no ; which have not previous;l been available, e.g;., micro data from censuses and 
srvevs may be ,xlaitedto prepare data on wom.an migrants, women-headed househilds, male/female income 
differentials; and (ht) cvnp ilation of data on sbject areas less frequently included in population 
,enis, and general purpose household surveys, e.g., access to credit, political participation. 

"Inde this now ccract agrenent BuCen will (I) assess the var iables included in the previous stage
of work to !,ter'iine whether new variables ;hould be added to the data base, (2) extend the data 
capture activities to include, in addition to the 9 AID-participating countries, all countries of 5 
milliom or more popio at ,on, (31 update the data presented tnder the previous contract to reflect most 
:-cent in ,rmation availa hlt, and (. ) drawing on the information presented in this expanded data base, 
prepar, for ard copy public.ation a worldwide statistical portrait of women using the most recent data 
ivailabe, to include interpretive text and an analytical critique of the data base. 
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Dissemination and utilization of 
these data i! a primary objective. As indicated above, tho.:.ata will
be made available in two forms: (1) in machin,-readable form according to a ,reed-upon file 
specifications; and (2) a world handbook, or regional handbooks, which select and display d-L,, from
the automated file in c maximally useful analytic mode and provide(s) a critique of the data -is. andI 
indicators. The BuCen will function as repository for these data, and will create a rL roluc Lv,
capacity and disseminate the data in response to user re.quests, both L'. 5. and internati.nain I 
form consistent with user capabilities. 

"An additional priority focus in the contract effort is the instivitionalizati-)n of :in integrated 
concern and capability for assessing the role., and status of woMen, in a mann.,r which .cnira:ejv
reflects women's real social and economic con: r ibutions and conditioni in society, in :,at ial n't

international census and survey data coll.,i-ri. n, reporting and analvsi -Ictivities. Ta t i ,-:1:,
BuCen will consult and coordinate with ongoig Census Bureau progratrS. Examples of these ipr,-rams are 
the Census Bureau's regular training programs for population analysis, POPSTAN workshops, . stance 
to the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
(ESCAP) program of national s.).nes n 
internal migration and the Survey and Evaluation Unit (SEll) Resource Support Services Agree.ent (RSSA)

agreement with AID to assist AID-participating countries 
in data collection, processing and
 
compilation efforts and to provide on-the-job training 
for host country nationals in data collection
 
and information management."
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APPENDIX E
 

A Cationary Note Regarding the 
Use of Employment Statistics for Womenl/
 

Nadia H. Youssef
 
International Center for Research on Women
 

Washington, D.C.
 

The Agencv' s commitment to promoting prodi.,ctive emp lovment as an i:,tegral component of its progranunatic
emphasis has important bearing on develyzent ef,:c's on behalf of women. The relationshi between 
increasing the use of women's economic resources and improving the economic picture of .. ,derdevelopment is 
on! now h'ainning to surface. AID projects have recently begun to address women in their productive
role. :w'e'.'cr, t0,ie.r planning ,ftorts are thwarted by the absence in the Third World of a system of
 
stati:-stics showing the realitv ot women's 
 economic zotn ribuitio'. Nitional censuses, which are the primary 
source , dat for development planning, have up to now ctonsistentlv undervalued the productive
contri.utin f wo::men to the national economy. Unless corrective action is introduced women will continue 
to he exclu from social and economic development planning.k' 

nroblem thatmue p,.rena is internatina l.v adopted standards, the operational definitions of concepts,

and meaa:res 
 of e:mloyment are grounded in a system of identification and evaluation of economic activitv 
based on vvelipe.! and industrialized economies. Methodologically, such an approach is inadequate for 
develpWtu ec.,n.mies, because it focuses on stable -'age-earners and thereby fails to capture the totality
of :-n's anA women's productive contributions. The census statistics for women, more than for men. are 
•raz: with a::,hig',ities and sex related biases. This twotendency is due to the interaction between 

taczcrs: vm) the inippropriate conceptualization 
of female labor force activity and its underenumeration 
.v means at censuses, and (b) the cultural bias against acknowledging the types and level of work that 
women perform chat leads to distorted reporting and recording of women's contrijbution to total employment. 

The following pages single out some of the limitations intrinsic to current operational definitions and 
measurement of work in standard census practices. 

_ This is a condensed version of a larger paper entitled "Sex-Related Biases in Census Counts" in the 
report Priorities in the Design of Development Programs: Women's Issues, Bureau of Development Support, 
AID, Wa .hington, D. C. 

1/ A nisi; aritique of the situation can be found in the U.N. Secretariat "Sex Biasem and National Data 
Systems," '5TESA/STAT/99), (June 1980). 
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Siosistence Activities: Womea who work in a til subsistence activities tend to be excludedtraitit from the 

labor force count. .Lany agricultural societies .,,, characterized by heav reliance upon traditional 

scsistence activities, which remain outside the nphere ot formal markets although suipcting a high 

proportion of the rural population. Work activities in those traditional societies are family labor, 
iu-kind cxchan',e labor, and labor provided to meet social ohl igatioS at the village level. Such work is 
t.picallv regarded by enumerators as having no -c ,nomic significance, often hea,'e no form of cash is 

encnanged. Given that the subsistence economov is mstly in female hands, exc!luding such forms of labor 
operates to decrease Zurt her the number of women eported in the st:t 1at ics as part of the labor force. 

7aiJ 'amilv Workers: The category of "unpaid tilv labor' is meant tA exclude household work such as 
food preparation, childcare, and care of livesto-, used for familv wo:nsumption, but may include any farm 
aZtivities which result in the cash sale of products anI services. 

Follow ILO specifications, most surveys and censu:;es require that a person work at least one-third time 
.during the short reference period (typicallv the past week or month) to qualify a: an "unpaid family 
worker". Th is specification has proved to be dis a vantagenous to women, in that the uncertainty 
s.r ro,,ndting what canstitutes "one-third" of cash ;roducing work by "unpaid" female workers in particular, 

are nisclassiftied by census enume.rators as "_co nvi'ai,' ilv inactive". 

intormal Sector: Wo:men's work in informal se tors .t the economy is unrecognized in census statistics. A 
widespread phenomeno; in Third Worl countries, y' ticularlv in the urban areas, is the build-up of an 

extensive shadow economy, developing as a neces;a v complement to the expanding formal sector wage labor. 
,,s:tact ivit tes in the informal sector are on the periphery of the job market, and these johs are not 

i.egratel into any industry coding, or detailed ,ccipatimnal breakdown, as exists for the formal sector. 

Sivce inlormal sector jobs often fall outsil!e taxer ian structures, lac: a set location to transact 
n.. is,, or may even be quasi-legal, the Lenleno i to exclude informal sector activities from the labor 

!:ce count. This has led to a considerable unde .. timation of the number of urban women who are actually 

.C nomi cal lv Act iye. 

Multiple Roles: Multiple economic roles of women are not Laptured in census conints. According to the 
Y,:nlarA definitions, individuals are classified is economically active or inactive on the basis of a 
ge. es ot question:; clustered around the concept .A principal economic activity. In developing economies, 

however, the formulation of such a question does not reflect the totality of work involvement, for both 

sex..s are engaged in a multiplicity of economic aztivities at different levels of productivity. 
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The rigidity of standard definitions leads to a distortion once more, and it is he women who qounreported, because their day--nnor 2 so than that of maen--is chA ractri .:ed by a constant and swht!tealternation between numerous activities with both ecomfOic and non-economic sig:ificanc,. No ,AItsiLcal
acknowledgement is made of women who intermittently engage in small-scale trade :nd in short ,:ation
income-earning activities, which are interspersed between housework. 

The UnJerestimation of llnemplovment: The standard labor force approach works to the disadvantage of 
including women in unemployment rates.
 

Many women who are unemployed are, in fact, not counted. First of all, there :s 
 a tendency among census
takers to automaticallv attribute the status of "unemployed" housewife to a marrie d woman who is notworking at the time of the 
census, without probing whether or not she is culrrently in .search o: work.
Further, the conventional practice of defining the actively unemployed as those who sought work in theprevious week leaves out oa the count the passively unempioed gro:ip of woin--a: those wanting or needingwork but who are discouri.ged, and the groups of women who wanted a job amd would have accepted one had itbeen offered. Inclusion of the passively unemploved group (which may have more members among women than-on) in the unemployment rate would reflect a more accurate measure of the proportion of women available 
for employment. 

POLICY RELEVANCE OF SG''7D STATISTICS ON WOMEN'S WORK 

Women will continue to be dropped from the labor force count unless more categories of activity statuS
(full-time, part-time, seasonal worker, and 
the like) are introduced, unless occupatimoal classifications 
are set up to fit the specific types of work women pursue, and unless interview.rs tne ;asleces are trained
and sensitized to probe into the economic value and functions of tthe activities women pert orm. 

Assigning a social and economic 
value to women's labor force participation has im::,plications beyoud theimprovement of statistics. The development of sensitive ,neasutes which address the critical iaesL os"What types of work do women perform?" and "What are the occupational characteristics and skill levels of
 women who are active in the labor 
force?" directly bears upon formulation of employment policies 
for women.
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USER COMMENTS
 

If subsequent efforts in this data capture/dissemination activity are to be improved in a manner maximally
 
responsive to user needs, the major ideas for such improvement must come from the persons who actually use 
the data to meet policy program and project needs. This tear-out form is placed here in multiple copies
 
to make it easy for successive users to submit constructive com:nents. 

It would be helpful if the reader would clearly identify on this form the features of the Data by Sex 
booklet considered particularly effective in contribuiting to its usefulness. Such supportive "feedback" 
is necessary to ensure that the strong points of this report will be retained in the future. 

It is suggested that the Introduction and Foreword be 
read once more before this form is completed, in
 
order that the reader may have a clear idea of just what the data base is meant to be, as well as what it 
is not meant to be. 

AID field officers should air pouch the completed form to the address on the left, and others mail it to 
the address on the right: 

Statistical Data by Sex Statistical Data by Sex
 
DS/DIU/ESDS 
 DS/DIU/ESDS
 
AID/Washington 
 Agency for International Development
 

Washington, D. C. 20523
 

U. S. A. 

Please record your comments below, on the reverse side, and if necessary, on additional sheet(s).
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USER COMMENTS (continued) 
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