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The profile on the Mauritania Is one In a s€1i"les designed to p'rovlde 
base I I ne country data In sup'pod of th,?, p I ann I ng, ana I ys I sang' re II ef 
operations of the Office of U. S'., Foreign Disast,?r ,Ass'lstance (OFDA). 
Content, ,scope and sources' haVe evol ved ov~r the course' of tne last 
three years, and nb doubt ,w II, I 'cont'l rue to qq sb. Tpe raJ ate! ve I y 

, narrow focus I s I ntent I Ol'\,U. ' To avo I d,'r'edundancy, , some, top I cs one 
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January 1980, 

.' 



OFDA COUNTRY PROFilES: JANUARY 1980 

AFRICA CARIBBEAN 

Angola** 
Cape Verde 
Chad 
Djibouti 
Ethiopia 
Madagascar 
Mall 
Maur Itan I a 
Nlger* 
Sahel Transportation Survey 
Senegal 
Somalia 
Upper Volta 
Zaire 

ASIA 

Afghanistan 
Bangladesh 
Burma 
In(lla 

·1 ndonas I a 
Malaysia 
Nepal 

'Pakl stan 
Philippines 

* In preparation 
** out of prl nt 

i I 

CARICOM Regional Profl Ie 
Dominican Republic 
Haiti . 

lATIN AMERICA 

Bolivia 
'Braz II ' 
chi Ie 
Ecuador 
Guaternal a 
Honduras 
Nl.caragua 
Peru 

NEAR EAST 

lebanon** 
Turkey 

SOUTH PACIFIC 

FIJI 
Tonga 
Western Samoa 

'. 



/ 

M'ISSING PAGE 
N ~ . ' i ;' ; 



TO: 

COUNTRY PROFILE USER Dear 

Please use this form to note any changes, additions, corrections or 
suggestions you think would update and improve this country profi Ie. 
Since our aim Is to make these p.roflles as relevant as possible, your 
critique is essential and very much wanted. Return comments to Lucy 
Drobot, OFDA Country Profiles, Room 1262A. 

NAME/OFF ICE: _________ _ PHONE: ---- Date: ___ _ 
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MAURITANiA I. General Information 

1. General Information 

1.1 Geographic Codes 

A I D standard . 682 
State regional AF 
FIPS MR 

1.2 ·Country Names 

Legal 
Local 

Islamic Republ ic of Mqu.rltania 
Repub II que lsi am,l que de MaUr I tan I e 
. Jumhburly,Yat Mourltanla al-Islamlyya 

Mauritania . Short 

1.3 Calendar and Hoi Idays 

Labor Day 
African Liberation Day 
National Hoi iday 

May 1 
May 25 
November 28 

Muslim religious holidays are also observed: Id-al-Fltr, Id-al-Adha, 
M II ad-a I-Nab I, Rqm.adan. Dates are moveab Ie,. occurr I ng approx I mate I y . 
10 days earlier each year. 

Fiscal year: calendar year 

1.4 Currency (January 1980) 

45.09 Ougulyas = US $ 1.00 
5 Khoums = 1 Ouguiya 

1.5 Time Zones 

GMT; EST + 5 



MAURITANJA , 1. Genera I. I Dformatl on 

'1.6 US MI~slon 'to' Mauri'tanla and Staff (Oct. 1979') 
" 

Embassy of the Unlted,Sta+~s 
Nouakchott <~}, B.P. '222 , ' 
Phone: 52660/3 ' , 
Telex: AMEMB 558 MTN 

Amqassador 
Deputy C~lef of Mission 
Econom I c/Commerc I a I 'P!3ct Ion 
Labor O(f i cer 

Consular Section 
Admlrlistratlve Sedlon , 
Agency for I ri~eril~t I ana I ,Qe,~e 19pment 
PUbll'c Affairs QHic'er" (USICA), 

1.7 Sister Cities 

None 

~. Gregory Kryza 
Charles F. Dunl?ar, Jr. 
Laurence D. Wohlers 
Raymond J. Pardon 
< reS I dent I n Dakar} , 
Robert'~tanton 
Peter Flynn , 

" , John Hosk i ns 
Robert O. Jones 

" , 

1.8 Host, Country Mission and Sta.t,f ,I'n U.S <tUQU'st' ,;'979} 

Embassy of thels!amlc ~epub'llc ,;f 'Mauri,tani'a 
2129 ~eroy ~I. NW" ' 
Wash I ngt9n" D.C. 29008 
Phone: 202/232-5100 

Aniba;;sador' 
Counse I or 
Counselor 
First Secrehry 
Second 'Secretary 

Sidl B6una Ould Sldl 
Bocar M. Wan'e 
'Mokt,a'r, Ou I d f'jaye , 
d~ld Chet~h'buld Abdel Allz Boudbouda 
Abdo,~ I ~ye .Fa II 

1.9 Treaties and Agreements 

Agricultural commodit,les 
,Development ~sslstance ' 
~rought recqvery qnd rehabilitation 
Investment guarantl~s 
Peace Corps 

2 

':, , ", 
..... 
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MAURITANIA 1. Genera I I nformat I on 

1.10 International Organization Membership 

.AFDB, A I OEC, .Arab League, CEAO, C I PEC (assc:ic I ate)" EAMA, E I B 
(assocla.te), FAQi, G-,']].; ~ATt, I.BRD, ICAQ, IDA, iFC, ILO,.IMCO, LMF, 
IPU., I TU; NAM; 'OAll, Ot-1V~ (Or'g,an I'f:i~rt I dri, . .for' 'th,e: .Q£?ve.l opmerit of :tlie 

'Senegal River Valley'>;' ll'.N., UNE$CO',lJP14, WHO; WIPO, WMO 
, ' , 

1.11 Travel arid VI:sa ,Information 

Visa valid 3.inonths, 3 photos, $10. Apply Embas!iy, Washington, D.C. 
20008'or Mission of Maurltan,la to tli~ UN, New York 10018. 

Sma.1 I pox vac;c;: i'natl.on 'requ Ir~d; ye I 19w fev,er '>'acc,1 nat I on req~ I red for 
travelers over 1 year' ,of .age', ~xc,?pt thdse ar~!vlrig from non-Infected areas 
who stay less t.han 2 ~leek5. ' 

, 1.12 Ethnic and Soclocu Itura,1 Groups 

Ostens I b I y, major I ty of Maur Itan I ans' are M90rs of mixed' Arab-Berber 
descent, with some black admixture. They are divided Into tribes (Maaqul I, 
Lemtouna, Masoufa, Tolbas" Zenaga, . Nemad I , Imraquen, Azarzlr, Dualsh and 
Rege I bat), as We I I a!? Into b I'ack and wh I te status groups, based on descent 
rather than color •. Trad'ltlona,lly, most Moors were pastoral nomads but 
coincidence 'of recent drought w'ith dev~lopment of modern urban sector has 
brought many nomads I nto, per I -urban nomad encarrlj:5ments. 

Senega I R I v~r bas I n Is I nhab I ted by sedentary b I 'ack farmers" fhe 
Sara~ol e, Bambara !lnd Wol of, sell) I-sed~n~ary bl,ack farmer-pa;;tora I I sts, 
the Toucou leur, and b I ~ck namad I c pastor:a I'i sts,':,the P,?u I ti !Fu I an I). 
Together" the Toucouleurand Ful,aril, whose languages are c;:lo?ely rel'ated" 
make up 13% of popul at i on. 

Considerable animosity exists between Moors and blacks. Historically, 
Moorish raiders exacted tribute and took slaves from black farmer 
P9pulatlbns. Recent droughts have Increas~d pressure on pasturage and 
farmland In south,?rn Sahel l<:ln belt" so that land use patterns of farmers 
and herders I ncreas I ng I y ov,?r I,ap •. A, new cefisus comp I'eted I n Apr t I 1979 
has not "been releqsed 'by the Islarhlc; government qS It shows' oj black 
maJority, 

3 
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MAUR!TANIA 1. Genera I I nformat I on 

, " 

1.13 Languages 

French and Arabic are the official languages. Hassanla Arabic Is the 
first language of most Moors, although some stili speak Berber dialects. 
Fulanl ,and Toucouleur tribes speak similar dialects of same Niger-Congo 
language, while Sarakole and Bambara are s1.m'llar Mande languages. Black 
groups, In61udlhg black,Moors In the southern ,regIon., oft_n ~an 
communicate In each ,other'-s languages,_ but are unlikely to be fluent 'in 
Arabic; white Moors selddm speak any West African language. 

Question of cqmmbn language I~ complicated by scar~lty of Moorish 
teachers. The conf II ct over ',Wester,n Sahara has reduced f low of teachers 
from A I ger I a, hence most Maur I tan I an ieqch~r~ eire frOm' black ml nor I t'l es 
whose sedentar:y II festy I es encourage schoo I attendance. 

1.14 Education 

Lack of tra,1 ned te~chers and oppos i t i on to m,odern educat I on by 
trad It I ona I Mus II ms have hi ndereq E1Pucat.1 Dna I progrElss. Adu It literacy 
rate: ' 10:0% (1.970); prlmar,y schoolenrqllment 17.0% (1977). 

1 • 15' Re I Ig 1.0ns 

, Islam Is the state rei Iglon an~ "sentlal Iy al I Mauritanians are 
Muslims' qf Mal'I~'ite schoo,l. Two re.llg'loys brotherhoods, the Quadlrlya 
and the Tljimlya, contribute to cross-cultural unlf1c'atlon: the Quadlriya, 

, which tocus$s on Islamic l\3arnlng, Is ,most, Influential In Trarza, Brakna, 
Tagant and ,Adrar, wh 11 e, the TI Jan I ya, prl mar 11 y, ami ss I onary order', draws 
'Its membership frOm b,I'ilck :trlbes, 'ahd has made.'m?lny con'lerts, In other areas 
of West Africa. Less than 1% of population Is 'Christian, most Roman 
Catholic. ' 

:, ", Chlnguettl, a'clty In,Adrar region, Is seventh holy place of Islam. 

, : 
, ~ , ,', 

. ',' 
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MAURI TAN,I A 2. Government 

2. 'Government, 

2.1 'National Government 

Country' governed by one party (monopol y by Maur I tan I.an Peop I.e's Party 
established by law in 1964). Permanent committee, chaired by party 
secretary, decides pol Icy,. though nominally party dec,lslons are made I?y 
40-man Nat I ona I . Po I I t I ca I BurE)au (BPIit), made, up of gqvernment min i sters, 
reg lona I party federa I secretar I es and ejected' representat I ves. No 
organ I zed bPt'OS I t I on ,at present. ' 

President, elected' by direct, un I versa Isu ffrage, chooses cabinet, 
acts as commander Inch I e~ of, armed forces and ,has power to s i.gn and rat I,fy 
treaties. Unlc,!mera'i 77 !llember national assem\>'ly also elected by direct 
universal suffrage. Supreme court justi~es appointed by preSident. 

On July 10, 1978, the mtl,ltary Committee for National Redress, a group 
of high rank i ng ml I I tary off I cers I ed by Ch I ef of Staff Co I. Moustafa 
Ould Salek, overthrew regl~e of Moktar Ould Daddah, country's head qf state 
since Its 'Independence in 1960. Bloodless C;Ol!P,'s le<;lders described as 
nationalist and pro-western'QY African and We~t~rn diplomats. Committee 
c I ted econom I,c st'agnat'lon, f i nanc I a I, decadence: and danger of' peop'.! es' ' 
uprising 'as justlflcaHon for takeover. 

2.2 Current Status (1979) 

, Struggle with Algerian backed P91 Isario 9uerri I las over Mauritania's 
claim to southern thlrq of Western Sahara ended August 5, 1979 with signing 
of peace agreement. Mauritania renounced al I claims to the ~rea of Western 
Sahara (Tlrls al-G~arbla) It had occupied. Morocco Immediately announced 
Jurisdiction over Tlrls al-Gharbia (renaming It,Oued Eddahab) and withdrew 
6,000 troops stationed In Nouakchott under a mutual' detense pact. 
Maur Itan I an sympath I es' for the Po 1,1 sar i 0, ahd :the eC'9n9m I c dra I n created 
by Increased defense expenditures are reasons cited for the peace 
sett I ement • 

On May 27 Premier Ahmed Quid Boucelf, who had taken pow~r In a palace 
coup I n Apr I I, was k I II ed I nap I ane crash., HE\ w<;Ip rep I aced by Lt. Co I,. , 
Moh~med Khouna,Qul'd H1:IIdaiia w~o forced Col. ,Mu$ta~pa Ould ~alek, only a 
figure-head president since Aprl I, to resign. 
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MAURITANIA 2. Government 

2:3 Regional Organization 

a.nd 
12 reg I'ons and c;>he d I str i of (.Nou1ik!,,~ott), .each headeil by a· de legate 

commission, constitute administrative divisions of state. 
. . 

Regions: Adr,ar; A~sci~a, Brakna,,:Gorgol ,:Guldlmaka, Hodh-bccICiental,' 
Hodh-or'l !3ntci I , 'Irichlrl, ~Mrler Ba'y" Tlf.IS Zemmour, Trarza " . 

2.4 ~a.ror Government Figures'. (Jan4ary 1980)· 

President & Prime Minlstec •••••••••••••••••••• ~; ••• Haldal·la, Mohamed Khouna 
. . 'Ou I d, L t." Co I • 

Min. In Charge of'Operations of the Mllit~ry . 
Committee for·~atl. ~afety (CMSNl. .............. Haldci,lla, Mohamed Khouna 

. , . Qu.ldj Lt. Col. 
Min. of Civil Service & Professional, Tralning .... ~·.Menkouss, Yahya Quid 
Min. of Culture, Inforina'floh & 

& . Te I ecommun I cat ions •••••• ".: •••••••• , •.••••••••• Hou,sse in, Ahmed Mahmoud 

Min. of 

Min. of 
Min. of 
Min. of 
Min. of 

MI n. of 
Min. of 
Min. of 

Min. o·f 
MIn. of 
MI n. of 

Min'. of 

.­, 

Qul.d, Lt. Col. 
D,~fense • •••.•• .' •••••••••••••• ! ! •••• ,0' ••••• • Ha 1 da\ I al Mohamed Khouna 

. Qu I d,. Lt. Co I . 
F j l1anc~ & Gql1lJJerc;e. ~ • .' •••• ~ ~ •••••••••••••• • Ze 1 n, Ahmed Ou I d 
Foreign Affairs ~ C6,operatl'?n:: ... : .... ; ..... Ab·dal iah. Ahmedou Quid 
Health,' Labp~ &Soclill WelfCjr$ ...... \ ..... :.Youss,ouf, .Dlagana, Dr. 
Industry & Mines ........................... Zamel, Moha'med EI Moktar 

. . . Qu I d 

, hter 1 or ...... ~ ~ ....... I •••••••• : •••••••••• pia, Amadou, Maj. 
Jqstlce & Islamic Affalrs .... ,.:., .. " ...... Qhelkh, Yadalll Quid 
Plan & Flshlng,., ••••••••••••••••••••• i.~.".· .. BolJkhreiss', Moulaye 
. ,.' . Qu I d, MaJ. . 
Pr I mary & Second;;lry 'Educat I on ...... ; ........ 0 I d I, Ha,sn I Qu,1 d 
Rura I Qeve I opmer:vt ........................... Ba, Oumar, Dr,. 
Wcirks & Transportat t on ••••••• , ••••••••••••• Bab'l y, Anne .Amadou, 

, " MaJ. 
Youth,. Sports, Handicrafts & Tourlsm ••• ~ ••• (vacant) 
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MAURITANIA 3. Disaster Preparedness 

3. Disaster Preearedness 

3.1 Host Disaster Plan 

Law of February 25, 1971 established civil defense organization. 
Draft rules proposed disaster plan and disaster organization at central 
and local levels, but as of late 1979, no country -plan has been approved. 

1968-73 drought precipitated establ ishment of office of GIRM 
coordinator. Special fiscal legislation was passed, food processing and 
distribution systems and loglstlcs/ transportation capability were bul It 
up. Recurrence of drought in 1977/78 has prolonged GIRM emergency 
activity; by late 1979, Plan d'Urgence (Emergency Plan) Office reported 
directly to Prime Mlnl~ter's office, and Included representatives from 
Livestock Service, National Cereals Office and Agricultural Service. 
(Though the office Is no longer under Ministry of Rural Development, the 
director was retained.) 

Effective response of GIRM to 1977-78 disaster noted by both mission 
and LICROSS. 

3.2 Red Crescent 

Mauritanian Red Crescent, active in 68-74 drought years, provides 
contingency planning and Implementation of food distribution programs for 
vulnerable sectors of population: pregnant women, chi Idren, elderly. 
Monthly distribution ration per person set at: 300 g. butter-ol I, 100 
g. dried meat (Interior) or 200 g. dried fish (coast), 750 g. rice. 

Red Crescent represented In GIRM draft rules as active In clvi I 
defense organization at both central and local levels. As of 1976, It 
had not yet developed disaster plan. Rei ief organization exists at 
headquarters and some local offices. Largely dependent on foreign donors 
for limited stocks of supplies and vehicles. 

3.3 US Plan 

Disaster rei lef team organized as fol lows: 

Planning sector: Headed by MDRO and Food for Peace Officer. 
Responslbi I Ities: response and strategy, 
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MAURitANIA ~. Disaster Preparedness 

Operations sector: 

inC'ludlng ilalson wli;h other organizations; 
'report I ng; survey and assessment. 

Headed by PRO"assisted by PC director. 
Respons i b i lit i es: I mp I enientat I on of re I I ef , 
act I v It I as; mO,n I tor I ng commod i ty stockp I I I ng and 
alstrlbutlon; end u!?e che<;klng; ,provldl,ng' 
tec;hnlcal assistance; 6peratl,onal liaison with 
other organizations 

Support sector: Headed by,Admin. Officer; assisted by GSO, CRO, 
FM,' and POL. Resp0n~lbllltle!?: procurement, 
financial ,control, transport/logistics" 
c6mmunls:atlons;, s'!lc~'rjty, admlnrstra+lon, 
consu I pr, Lnfor.niat t 011'. ' 

3.4 US Plan Procedures 

Act I v I ty Act'loli Of f I cer 

Estab Ii sh contact with I o¢a I 9ft I c I a Is MDflO 

Assess extent 'of dIsaster and need for 
US ass I stance MDRO & a I ter~ate 

Based on ,assessment and G I RM' re,quest, 
deter)ll,1 ne that'd I saster ex I !its ana' 
not I fy Wash i ngton Ambassador 

I,mp I ement d I sa~ter p I an. Mod I fy to fit 
current ?Ituatlon (Incl udlng deterniinat'lon 
of ~ommod!ty, technical asslst9nce, anQ 
personne I rieE!ds), MDRO & a I ternate 

Request apprpprl'ate commodity, technical, 
and p~rsohne I ass,1 stance 

Establ Ish contact with other ,donors to 
coordinate planning 

'Prepar'E;! appropr I ate f i nanc I a I procedures , , ' 

, , 
" . ",' 

. .',. 
, . : 
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MAUR !TAN I A 

Set up command center If necessary 

Provide dally cable sltreps 

Coordinate operations with government 
and other donors 

Arrange for clearance of commodities 

Arrange for clearance of personnel 

Provide technical advice and assistance 
to government 

Turn over US commodities and monitor 
distribution and use 

Monitor general rei ief and rehabi I itatlon 
operat Ions 

Maintain commodity accountabl I Ity records' 

Prepare survey reports 

Prepare final disaster report summary 

3.5 TDY Needs 

3. Disaster Preparedness 

MDRO 

Alternate MDRO 

PRO 

GSO 

POL 

PRO 

PRO 

PRO 

GSO 

Alternate MDRO 

Alternate MDRO with 
al I team members 

Technical (engineering, medical logistics, etc.), communications, 
secretar I a I and I nformat Lon per~onnel ass I stance may, be requ I red in event 
of, disaster. REDSO/Ab I j I an, A I D/W and State Department may be asked to 
ass I st In exped I t I ng transsh ipment of sea-sh I pped supp lies from Dak,ar. 
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MAURlrA~IA 

"'. 3.6 " Host Contact II st 

" ,i~,,: " .-Off I c~~ Aiff·I,ce. '.' 
'. , . . " 

, . Dri'" 9!lmar B~ . ' 
. ,M In,,;' -Rurj'i.I. peve·IOJjrjlent 

, I., .,', . 

Ma i ouk If ~E IH~~~ri . 
, 'peputy Director, Cerea I 5 

Office ' 

Dr.~yo~~souf,Dlagah~ 
... MI n. of Hea Itn , 

'. , 

C I v II Protect,lon Off I.ce,; 
Min Istry 9f I ~ter I or 

3.7 US Mls§lon 

. , 

Food for' Peace Off i cer­
Bob Kldd 

A I ,I . other PE!rsonnEil , 
(see US miss lon" staff) 

Peace Cor.ps d I rector 

.3. Disaster Preparedness 

,; . 

. 'Dutles Telephone 

PlannIng an,d 
Coord I [l at 'I on· 520.20 

Logistics, DIs­
tr I,~ut lon' aDd 
Transport' 52911 

Hea I th 52020 

'. ' 

Location 
, , . 

USAID Office . '. 

Embassy, 

x' 327 

T.elephone 

52768 

5260 

51781. 

' .. 

NE) ~. Peace Corps d I r,ector. ~nd· A I D' 'p"ersqnQe I . l1)ay be co'nt~cted a.t a I I 
hours v I a embassy rae I 0, as 'may a I I' 'other p~rscirine I dur: I ng non-. 
duty hours. 

3.8 Agencies 

Ma~r I tan I an Red Cr.escent 
Avenue Gamal Abdel Nasser 
Nouakchott 
Tel 2670 

., , 

." 
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Lutheran World Federation 
P.O. Box 431 
Nouakchott 
Telex: 557 MAFRIC Pour FLM; Tel 52990 
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I, ' :.' ~ , 



MAURITANIA 

Carltas 
P.O. Box 358 
Nouakchott 

Catholic Rei lef Services 
P.O. Box 539 
Nouakchott 
Tel 51623; after hours 52345 

3.9 OSRO Mission (10/77 ) 

Donors 

3. Disaster Preparedness 

UNDP 
General de Gaul Ie St. 
Nouakchott 
C<ible:UNDEVPRO Nouakchott 
Telex: 935-52; Tel 52409 

World Food Program 
c/o UNDP Office 
Tel 52793 

F edera I Repub I I c of Germany Mr. K. ·W. Ga I I, expert in tood 
security (Senegal) 

United Kingdom Mr. Humphreys, ODM 
United Stat'es of America Mr. W. Pearson, Chief Advisor, USAID 
France Mr. Leger, agricultural ist, FAC 

Mr'. Sorby, MATF 
WFP Mr. P. BasesJou, WFP advisor in 

Nouakchott , 
FAO/OSRO Mr. A. Gara; FAO/OSRO consultant, team 

Host Government 

Mr. Boucoum Mohamed 
Mr. Loulal~ Ould Wadad 
Mr. Malouklf Ould Hacen 

Mr. Toure Abderrahman 

Mr. Moulay Abdallah 
Mr. Dah Ould Mohamed Lamlne 

3.10 OSRO Contacts 

rapportew! 

Director of Agriculture 
Director o.f CN{::RV 
Assistant Director of OMC (Mauritania 

cerea I off Ice) 
Director fQr Protection of the 

Environment 
Director of Hydraul ics 
Deputy Director of Livestock, Zone I I I 

Mr. Boulares, acting resident representative of the UNDP at Nouakchott 
Mr. H. Duret, Chief of MATF at Nouakchott 
Mr. R. Le Sueur, acting delegate of the EEC at Nouakchott 
Mr. Nagel, Ambassador of the FRG 
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, MAURITANIA, 3. D.lsaster Preparedness 

Mr. G. Tenvelde, representative of the World Lutheran Federation at 
N9~akchott 

Mr. Ahmed' Ou I d Med. Sa I Cjh, ,l\ct I ng Min I st~r for Rura I Deve I opment 
Mr. Sar, Assistant 01 rector:-Genera I of,FAO at Accra 
Dr. Oumar Ba; MJ n I ster of R~rij'l 'Deve I opment 
Mr. Squed, Ahmed, Secretary-General of Rura I Deve,lopment 
The governor of ,Rosso' 
The govarn6r of Kaed I' 

3.11 Host Funding and Resources 

In 1973, costs of d I str I put I ng e(nergency, tood re I I ef w~rEl met by levy 
of 1 % 9f .sa I es 6n commerc I a I and I ridustr: I a I f'l rins an'd' equ I va I ent of one 
day's pay from salaried employees, 

Dependent on 90nor: ass I stance, loca'i crops' and I m,ports.. Storage 
facilities I,n all major cltle!?: Total c;apaclty 20,,000, tons. Food ratldn 
system ex I sts., US soy-fort I f i ed gr Its accept at:> I e thr.b~ghout to.~ntry" 
accord I ng to m,1 ss Ion. 

3.12 Transport 

Overland: GIRM 300-'vehlcle tr~ck fleet, reduced by war to perhaps 
60, (10/781, supp I'emented by contract <;ommerc 191 ,trucks. Miss Ion deems 
adequate for droughtre I I ef act I v It I es,' (Most Imports, Inc I ud I ng US 
emergency foo,d sh I pments; come over I arid from '8akar, since unt II recent I y 
Nouakchott had no alongside 'doi::k c<;lpabillty:) 

Planes: A I r Maur I'tan i a has 2 Fokker F-'27 passenger cra,ft', 1 DC-4 and 
1 DC-3. Mauritanian Air Force has 2 sky vans. AI I other aircraft 
registered In country strictly II'ght planes, few of these. 

Field capacity: Nouadhlbou: Carave,1 Ie/Boeing 727/DC-l0 type craft. 
Kaedl, Zoverate - F-2?I, Atar, Aloun took C-l~O's In 1974, but runways 
broken up. Airfields 'In othE?r, reglo,nal capitals Ilm'l,ted to DC-3's, 9ften 
closed, during, rains. NavlgatlonaJ a,lds an'd fuel' ~upplles In regions 
erratic. Light aircra,ft can be rElntea from flying cl ub - no pi I,ots 
provl ded.' ' , 
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MAURITANIA 3. Disaster Preparedness 

3.13 Communication 

GIRM administrative radio net includes al I regional capitals and some 
secondary towns. Post office maintains telex and telephone services with 
some regional capitals and Dakar. Regular aviation radio exists only at 
Nouakchott and Nouadhibou. 

3.14 Storage 

Grain storage not critical problem In desert areas or 
with provisions for venti latlon and fumigation sufficient. 
ra i nf a I I Ish i gher, greater protect I on I s needed. ,Present 
f ac I I It i es I nc I u de : 

2,300 'T of unused s i los at Kaed i 
9,000 T of warehouses as follows: 

Nouakchott 2 (40 M X 10M) 
Rosso 2 (40 M X 10 M) 
Aleg 1 (40 M X 10M) 
Kaedi 1 (40 M X 10 M) 
Bouge 1 (40 M X 10M) 
K i ffa 1 (40 M X 10M) 
Selibaby 1 (40 M X 10M) 
Aioun 1 (40 M X 10 M) 
Nema 1 (40 M X 10M) 
Tikjka 1 (40 M X 10M) 
Atar 1 (40 M X 10M) 

Total 13 Warehouses 

at ports; tarps 
In south, where 

storage 

1,450 T 
1 ,450 T 

725T 
725T 
725T 
725T 
300 T 
725T 
725T 
725T 
725T 

9,000 T 

Financing is now being ,arranged for a CILSS project to put up 60,000 T 
of sl los at a cost of US $6,000,000, with contributions from the ADS and 
from the Netherlands through UNSO. The project wi I I consist of seven 
delivery and seven distribution hangars. 
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" 

3.15 US,Voiags 

Agency 

Catholic Relief Services 

G,oodw I II Industries 

I nt'I' Vol untary 'Services 

Lutheran World'Rel lef 

Mar i st Miss i onary 's i sters 

Equip & Mat Aid 
Food Prod & Ag 
'Ind Dev ' 
Med & PH 
SW 

3.16 Disaster Types and History 

I nt I /Ldca I 
Staff ,--

3/2 

3. 'OJ saster Preparedness 

Pr.ograms 

p.\1U 1 P & Mat Aid;' Med & 
PH, 'Nutrition, Women, 

.Gonsu I tant' ,on'\ Y 
Y'outh ' ' 
'I nd Dev; SW 

1/-

5/20 

3/-

Med &' PH 

Equ I.p, & Mat ~ i d; ,Food 
Prod & Ag) Med & PH 
Nutrition, SW, Women, 
Yout:h 
Med & PH 

Equipment & ,Material' Aid 
Food,Productlon & ~grlculture 
Industrial Development 
Me~lcln, j,Publ Ic Health 
Social Welfare 

Drought, at I east recent I y accompan i ed by secondary eHects of tam i ne 
and epidemic, Is only major natural hazard. Cycl ical alternations of 
drought and normal rainfal I conditions are characteristic of Mauritania, 
as of Elntire Sahel. Periods of sub-normal rainfall have occurred at turn 
of <;:entury, in 1913-14; in the early 1940's and', mqre recentl'y in 1968-73. 
The 1913-14 and 1968-73 droughts were more severe and widespread than 
others. Timing of ralnfal,l, optimally in' planting/growing seasons, as 
important as' quantity. Impossib,le to predict fluctuations in rainfall 
on, b<is i s of curr'ent data ser i es. 

Lesse'r disasters, seasonal flooding and Insect infestatio'ns, usually 
hand I ed' by, I oca I government. 
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MAURITANIA 3. Disaster Preparedness 

Summary Disaster History 

No. No. Dmg 
Disaster Location Date Killed Victims ($000) 

Drought Nouakchott & 
Kandossa 1/65 n/a 46,000 n/a 

Nationwide 71 n/a. 505,000 1,500 
Nat I oriw i de 72 n/a 520,000 1,500 
Natlonwid~ 73 n/a 1,300,000 34,000 
K I ffa, Attar & 

Nouakchott 77 n/a 1,300,000 n/a 
Klffa, Attar & 

Nouakchott 79 n/a n/a n/a 
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MAUR I TAI~ I A 4. P9pulation 

4 • Pop u I at Ion 

4.1, Natlonai' Population 

1976 census put popu latlon at 1,481,000 (1979 IBRD estimate Is 
1,618;000). At time of census, approximately 27% cl.assed as nomadic,' 42% 

'rural sedentary 'and ~1% urban~ (195~'br~akdo~n: 78%, nomadic, 16% , 
sedentary farmers, 6% urban, Indicates changes due to development'of modern 
,sector and to extended 1968-73 drought.) Annua I growth rates re I at I ve I y 
low, ,1.6:"2.2%, b,ec;ause of high Infant mortality and Moorish sqclal customs 
of mcmogamy" fr~quent d I,Vorce ahd I I tt I e p,rem I um p I aced on, hav I ng many 

'children. Average population density of 1 person/km sq, v,arles g'reatlYi 
great majority of population lives In narrow belt of land Just north of 
'Senegal River: 80% of people live In, less, than 15% of land area, In south 
and in vicinity' of Nouakchott. ' " 

, 60% of popu lation now classed as urban, ,30% rural farmers and only 
10% nomad i c. Sweep I ng soc i a I changes: format I on of squ'atter sett I ements 
of displaced nom~ds around major cities and transport routes, movements 
of nomads Into fluvial regions" put Increasing pressyreon agricultural, 
land and GIRM resources. 'Sedentarlzatlon rate, estimated at 20%/annum by 
Livestock Service in 1978. ' 

'I 
4.2 "Regional Distribution 

(J anuary' 1977 ) 

Region Sedentary Nomad Totol ---
Nouakchott 134,986 134,986 
Reg i on 1, (Nema) 74,110 140,000 214,110 
Region 2 (Aloun) 62,262 72,009 134,262 
Region 3 (Kiffa) 89,192 53,000 142,192 
Region 4 (Kaedi) 139,680 22,000 161 ,680 
Reglon'5 (Boghe) '104,915 54,000 158,915 
Region'6 (Rosso) 121,460 Q5,000 216,460 
Region '7 (Atar) 40,071 22,000, ' 62,071 
Reg i on 8 (Nouildh I bou,) 24,385 3,000 " 27,385 
Regron 9 (Tldjl,kJa) , 32,513 4:?,000 74,51~ 
Region 10 (Sellbab{) 74,545 20,000 94,545 
Region II' (:(:ouerate) 22,010 2,OQO 24,010 

'Region 12 (Akjoujt) .9,817 10; 000 19,817 
Tlris el Gharbia* 11 ,886 3,000 14,886 
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MAURITANIA 4. Population 

Sedentary Nomad Tota I 

Total Population 
of which: Urban 

Rural 

941 ,832 538,000 

* As of 8/79 Maur I tan I a no long'er c I aims th I sterr I tory. 

Source: World Bank, Recent Economic Development, 1979. 

,1.3' Urban Area 

Nouakchott 
Nouadhibou 
Kaedi 
Zouerate 
Rosso 
Atar 
K i ffa 

Source: Europa Yearbook 1978-79. 
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Population 
(19,76 Census) 

134,386 
21 ,961 
20,848 
17,474 
16,466 
16,326 
10,629 

1,479,832 
<318,676) 

( 1 , 161 , 1 56 ) 
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5. Health, Nutrition and Housing 

Health Sector Overview 

Lack of health statistics, due partly to majority' of population having 
I itt I e or no access to hea I th care I nfrastucture, makes assessment of 
d I sease inc I dence and i mpatt' tentat I ve.' Endem I c diseases inc I ude: ch I,ck'en 
pox, dysenteries, gonorrhea, helminthiasis, ,hepatitis, leprosy, malci'rja, 
measles', meni-ngltis, pertussis, plague" schistosomiasis; syphl.lls, tetanus 
and tuberc'ulosls. Of these, the following have major ImpaCt on country's 
health'status: 

Malaria: endem'lc area extends from fluvlai zone north to 
latlt~de of: Nouakchott and to oases In far:, nort.h. 

Est I mated 70% of, pop~ I at I on hav'e been Infected. 
rraJclparum ~alarla, more com~on In Senegal, limited 
to'rlver baslli. 

Respiratory diseases: aggravated by desert's extreme var i at Ions In da I Iy 
tem'peratur~ and sand In q I r. Major cause' of death, 
especially iii crowdea refugee c;:am~s, Tuberculo;;is, 
pneumonia, b,onchltls common, Influenza less 50. 

Ch I I dhoo,d ,d Issases: 

Enteric diseases: 

Schistosomiasis: 

measl e~, whoop I n'g cough" ch I.tken pox reach ep Idem i c 
proportions in susceptible nomad populations and 
are particularly virulent In drought-a~sociated 
conditions of crowding and malnutrition. ' 
(Va<lclnatlon has not been generally available.), 

diarrheas, dysenterias and helminthic Infestations' , 
:contrlbute to high iDfant and ear'ly childhood 

mortal Ity'even In times of normal rainfal I; effects 
aggravated Dy malnutrition" poor sanitation, 
crowding. Local I'~ed epidemics of cholera and 
typhoid around refugee camps during drought. 

most common In fluvial zone; there, prevalences 
of ur I nary sch I stosom'l as I? range from 10% in Senega I 

, de I ta to ,40% near Ma I I border 

Tetanus: 'common In newborn In rural areas. 

,': 
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MAURITANIA 

5.2 Vital Statistics 
( 1977 ) 

Birth rate/1,000 population 
Death rate/1,000 population 
Infant mortal Ity/1,000 live births 
Life expectancy at birth 

5. Health, Nutrition & Housing 

44.8 
24.9 

169.0 
42 

Source: World Bank, Recent Economic Developments, 1979. 

5.3 Health Facl I Itles 

Ministry of Health and Social Affairs has 2 branches: Directorate 
of Health and Directorate of Social Affairs, each functioning autonomously 
on separate budgets; Integration between two quite weak. Former handles 
most health care'servlces and administers training programs, latter Is 
responsible for maternal and chi Id care programs. WHO assistance aims 
to integrate branches into bas i c hea I th program. No prov I s I on In min i si-ry 
for co I I ect i on of accurate hea I th stat I st I cs,. Hea I th care needs for drugs, 
personnel and infrastructure are heavily subsidized by external systems. 

Health facll ities as of 1977 were as fol lows: 

I n Nouakchott d I str i ct: 1 nat i ona I hosp Ita I (254 beds), 4 hea I th 
centers (consultations), and,3 specialized centers. 

In regions:, 6 regional hospitals (which in principle have surgery, 
maternity, x-ray, laboratory facl I ities, 25-150 beds); 48 other, 
out-stations (primarly concerned with curative medicine); 13 mobile teams 
and 13 PMI 's (mother/chi Id centers) provide preventive care. 

Private 

Three private polyvalent cl inics financed by !J1ining companies provide 
complete medical care to miners and dependents. 

,Only major hospital, national hopital in Nouakchott, bui It by European 
development fund, is being expanded from 135 to 450 beds. Pediatric, 
psychiatric and intensive care units available. French-speaking staff. 
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5. Health, Nutrltloh & Housing 

Otherwise, dispensaries and medical centers are of poor- quality. For 
example, facilities of t!3nth r'\lglon compr-Ise hospital ,with 26 beds, 
located I ri 5e I I baby, and. 9 sma I I d I sJjensar I es: Reg I on ~taff I nc I udes 3 
state nurses and 5 cert I f i ed nurses. Ci?pab I I I ties ars 'I I m I ted to simp I e 
sur.gery i wh I Ie supp I I es cons I st of first a I d' mater I a Is, except for soine 
mild I cines at 'Se I I baby hosp'! tal. 

5.4 Cold Storage. 

Cold storage facl I Itles In pharmarlm ,(agency resp6nslble for drug 
Imp9rtatlon and storage), In some private buslnesse~, regional hospitals 
(refrlger~tlons and freezers), and possltily In rural health centers. No 
dry Ice a~al lable. CDld chain In healt~ mobile teams and, In cattle 

,breeding services. 

Distribution of Health Fac!1 Itles by Region, 1973 

Med I cal 'Hospl- D l.spen- Health Mob I Ie Pr I vate 
Region Districts tals sarles Stations PMI Units C I In les 

, , 

I 1 1 .9 1 2 
II 1 1 4 1 1 
III 2 2 13 1 2 
IV 1 . 1 11 ·1 1 
V 3 3 14 1 2 
VI 3 3 16 4(a) 1 I 
V II 2, 1 7(b) 1 1 1-
V III 1 1 1 1 1 
Nouakchott 3 3 2(C) 2 

Total 17 7 11 7'b' 13 13 (d) 3 

a' I ncl udes a matern,lty., 
b Including Blr Moghreln dispensary, run by military personnei. 
c One of wh I ch I s. a pi I ot PM I • 
d Each mobl Ie unit consists of one state nurse, one nurse brevete I 'one 

nurse's aide, one' workman and a chauffeur. 

Source; Mlnlstere de la Sante, Mauritania, as c,lted by Mlnlstere de la 
Planlflcatlon et du Developpement Industrlel, 1973. 
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MAURITANIA 5. Health, Nutrition & Housing 

5,5 Health Personnel 

I physician per 16,840 population (1976); 1 nursing person per 2450 
popu I at ion; hospital bed per 2320 population (1/600 urban, 1/3,628 
rural). 

Regional Distribution of Health Personnel 

Total Nouak- To-
Il 111 IV V VI VII VIII Region chott tal 

Doctors 6 7 12 3 4 5 4 2 43, 22 65 
Dentl sts 0 2 2 
Pharma-

cl sts 0 3 3 
AnesthE!slb-

loglsts 1 1 2 
State nurses 5 5 7 9 8 9 6 3 52 33 85 
Nurses 

brevetes 14 11 21 21 21 23 13 7 131 63 194 
Nurses aids 5 2 25 22 21 26 14 1 116 35 151 
Midwives 1 1 3 5 9 14 
Diagnosti-

cians 2 2 4 6 10 
Matrones 3 2 3 3 7 4 1 23 7 30, 
Other 28 17 30 43 28 35 14 6 201 220 421 

Source: Ministere de la SaJte, Mauritania, as cited by Minister-e de 
Planification et dl Developpement Industriel, 1973. 

" ' 

5.6 Diet 

Calories: 
Prote in 

43.5g 

2318 (FAO) 
Carbohydr 

261g 
Fat 

j 16g 
Calc 

800mg 
Phos 
800mg 

I r'on 
14mg 

Sodium, Potas Vit-A 

5.7 Food and Drink 

Flour: 

~, ",:., 

Wheat" eaten as bread or pancake in urban areas "nd 
northern oases; mi I let used I ike'wheat, or, crushed, 
husks removed, steamed with water to make couscous. 
Flour made from watermelon seeds Is used when no other 
types are avai lable. 
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MAURITANIA .5. Health, Nutrition & Housing 

Meat: 

Mi I k: 

Fat: 

Fish: 

Gra Ins: ' 

Legumes: ' 

Vegetables: 

Fruits: 

Bever,ages: 

Mutton, goat, occasionally camel or donkey, seldom beef, 
most of which Is exported. 

Cows' '(preferred), goats', fresh and soured. 
, ' 

Butter, peanuts, animal fat; fish oil (coast) 

Dried fIsh in squth an~ alon~ co~st; fresh fish in 
modern sector and on coast. 

Sorghum, m II let, rice, corn,. wheat. 

Peanuts, cowpeas, beans. 

Sweet potatoes, okr9, sweet corn, 
cabbage, carrots lettuce, onions, 
t'omat,oes are' recent ari' i va Is. 

Waterme I o~,' cjates,' 1,1 cor I ce', othe~ 
eaten; mangqes, bananas, I imes are 

Sweet ,green, tea, m I I k. 

squash. Beets, 
peppers, ,rad I shes, 

, ' 

local fruits commqnly 
n,ew arr I va Is .. 

5.8 Regional Foods 

, 

Are~ , 

Sahara and Sahe 1 
(pastora I.i sts) 

Southern Sahel 
(Senega I Va I ley 
f~rming communi­
ties 

';i' " " " 'J , , , /:1 

Stap I'e 

mi II et 
milk 
dates 

mi Ilet 
sorghu'm 
mai ze­
flour 
sweet-
potatoes 

. 

Major Foods 

Accompani­
ment 
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ineat, 
milk 
butter 

vegetables 
pulses 
fish 
meat 
peanut oi'l 

Staple 

'rice 
'wheat 

rice 
wheat 

" 

. Emergency 
Accompaniment 

mi I k powder 

mi Ik powder 
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5.9 Seasonal D.lets 

Mauritanian diet varies with seasons: Mi I'k consumption rises in 
rainy season, ,fa'ils during soudure. Grain reserves are lowest during rainy 
season; harvest i ng beg I ns In 'Ju I yin Senega I V,a I I e,y, cont I nues Into 
December as rain-fed graihs ripen. ~ec0nd flood plain harvest, In February 
~nd March, ~upplies some c~real ,during ~oudure. augmented by wild grass 
seed, fon i o. 

5.10 Consumetf.on' by Food T~ee 

Cer,ea I's 
Legumes 
Dates 
Meat 
Mi Ik ~nd 
Fish 
Sugar 

Source: 
Note: 

Protein 
Grams/Person/Day Calories (grams) 

299 1,038 28.9 
29 ' 101 6.6 
29 39 0.2 
94 154 ,'12.1 

der i vat i ves 470 362 20.2 " 
3'1 26 4.8 
56 217 

Data from FAD Food ~alance Sheets, 1964~66. 
Cerea I requ I rements r i'se as ~edentar I zat i on i nc;reases 
fewe~ peop'l e subs,1 st on pl'oducts of the i r herd.$. 

5.11 Milnutrition 

and 

When normal lood supply is avai lable, dLet i?' nutritionally adequate, 
thou'gh low in vitamin C. 'Few cases of kwashiork9r seen in young ch'i Idren 
due to presence of milk in diets of al I age groups. Even during drought 
mar'asmus more common than kwashiorkor; scurvy, beri-beri, vitamim A 
deficiency reportea in' refugee camps. 

5. j 2 Hous i ng 

Traditional: 

, : Moor i sh n,omads prefer woo I en cloth tents of 5-6 person capac i ty: 
each ~uclear family has separate tent, which may be shared ~ith 1 or 2 
older relatives. Closely related fami lies may pool resources (animals) 
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MIIUR I IIII~ III , 5. Health, Nutrition & Housing 

and' pitch tents together, but sti I I occupy separate units. Settled Moors 
build individual circular mud huts for nuclear faml lies; huts of extended 
family grouped in circle. 

Sedentary Blacks in r,iver valley build 'mud brl-ck-walled, thatch-roofed 
one room huts, with earthen floors; no windows. In dry season, most 
activities take place outside in straw shelter equipped with mosquito nets. 
Sarako I e extended fam II y (,15-50 members) househ,o I d , I nc I udes separate 
houses and granaries enclosed within fence or earthen wal I. 

Typical Peulh dwel I ing is dismountable beehive-shaped hut. 

Modern: 

Inadequate,manpower and capitalization limit capabl I Ities of 
GIRM-created housing company, the Bui Iding Spclety of Mauritania (SOGOCIM). 
Building program: 4,000 units, half of them low-cost, to be constructed 
over 4-year period. In 1975, Egyptian, Kuwaiti and Mauritanian Interest 
comb I ned to form new company', Afarco-Maur I tan Ie, to deve I op hous I ng and, 
hotel space. Government provides fiscal Incentives and regulations (civ,i I 
servants ,cannot ,occupy public housln~; all unoccupied hou?ing wi II be 
tpken ove~: by government). 

, , ' 
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MAURITANIA 6. Economy 

6. Economy 

6.1 Overview ,of Economy 

Extreme case of dual ecdnomy with I ittle Interaction between modern 
and traditional sectors; geographic separation of modern Industrial (mining 
and fishing), administrative and traditional a~rlcultural sectors further 
compl icates situation. Three production centers: 1) mining and 
commercial fishing areas In north, centered on main export port of 
Nouadhlbou; 2) administrative and refugee population nucleus in country's 
centra I cap i ta I of Nouakchott; and 3)' agr I cu I tura I I ands of Senega I River 
basin along southern border 'are separated by vast, ess,ntlally uninhabited 
stretches of desert and dry steppe. Nouakchott is 100 mi. north of river 
val ley, 400 mi. south of mining areas. Transport and communications 
infrastructure concentrated In north: mine-port I Ink was original focus, 
but GIRM is emphasizing capital as road transport center and upgrading 
port of Nouakchott (see Ports, section 9.6). Traditional trade linkages 
between southern farming regions and Mali and Senegal stronger than with 
north; as a consequence, up to 25% of total foreign trade occurs as 
unrecorded transactions along this border. 

During 1960's the economy grew about 10% per year in real terms due to 
deve lopmen't of i ron ore min i ng and expans i on of II vestock. Since then, 
however, growth has slowed to less than 2% per year after a series of 
severe droughts. A slow recovery began in 1974-75 but was offset by a 
doub I I ng of ,petro I eum pr ices, stagnat I on' of the wor I d stee I market and 
a drain of scarce resources for defense efforts against the Pol i,sarlo. 
Drought struck again In 1977 and more than 100,000 tons of grain had to 
be imported, of which only about 1/3 was grant-financed. By the end of 
1977 balance of payments had a US$ 45 mil I ion deficit and net reserves 
of the Central Bank were in a negative position, despite adoption of an 
austerity plan in August 1977. 

Mining is mainstay of economy: accounts for 22% of GOP; 80% of export 
earnings; 25% of total publ ic revenues; and is second largest employer 
after the government with total of 4,800 workers. Iron ore mining also 
indirectly supports construction, road transportation, port services and 
publ ic uti I ities which together represent 10% of GOP. Remaining ore 
reserves at the Kedia mine permit production only unti I the late 1980's; 
to continue exploitation, GIRM hopes to begin first phase operation of 
the Guelbs project by 1982-83. This project cal Is for exploitation of 
E I Rhe i nand Oum Arwagen ,depos i ts, both located near present min i ng city 
of Zouerate and existing infrastruture. 
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MAURITANIA 6. Economy 

Other industrial projects (excluding mining) have for the most part 
been i I I conce I ved: a sug'ar ref I nery and 0 i I ref i nery both comp I eted in 
1977 cannot be operated profitably at present and remain closed. GIRM 
has now shifted emphasis to employment-creating smal I to medium scale 
i ndustr I es. Current I y there are about 72 enterpr I ses emp'loy I ng 5,000 
people mainly,ln Nouakchott and port of Nouadhibou; ownership is almost 
entirely private. 

6.2 GOP 

GOP during 1970's averaged only 1.7% per year at constant prices, 
a rate lower than population growth (2.5%/year), resulting in a reduction 
of the average standard of living. 

GOP. by Sector of Or i gin at Constant 1977 Pr ices 
(mil lions of UM) 

Rural sector 
Livestock 
Agriculture' 
Fishing 
Forestry 

Industrial sector 
Mi nl ng 
Fish processing 
Other industries 

and energy 
Handicrafts 

Construction and publ ic 

1974 

4,620 
3,940 

360 
260 
60 

6,820 
5,220 

170 

450 
980 

works 1,150 
Transportation, commerce, 

and serv ices 2,380 

Administration 
Local 
Technical assistance 

" . 
" , , 

2,840 
1,880 

960 
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1975 

5,220 
4,470 

410 
280 

60 

5,020 
3,290 

180 

550 
1,000 

1 ,440 

2,280 

3,100 
2,090 
1 ,010 

1976 

5,360 
4,700 

320 
280 

60 

5,600 
3,730 

180 

650 
1.040 

1,700 

2,500 

3,850 
2,780 
1 ,070 

1977 

4,650 
4,000 

290 
300 

60 

4,900 
2,950 

200 

750 
1 ,000 

1,700 

2,400 

3,160 
4,300 
1,140 



6. EcenC?my 

1974 1975 1976 1977 

GOP at facter cest 17,810 17,060 19,010 1 7,950 
I~dlrect taxes 2,540 1,940 2,200 2,340 
GOP at ~arket prlc~s 20,260 19,000 21,210 20,290 
Facter service Inceme -1,151 -1,?13' -1,688 ;-1,588 
Gress natlenal preduct 19,109 17,787 19,542 1 8,702 

Seurce: I MF, Centra I Bank of Maur I tan I a, and miss I en estimates, as cited 
by Werld Bank, Recent Ecenemlc Develepments, 1979. 

6.~ Balance ef Payments 

1977 reseur<;:e gap reached US$ 208 m I 1,1 I en, er 47% ef ,GOP, an amount 
higher than teta I expert of ~:ieeds and serv Ices. D~e to. defense 
expenditures, less werld demand fer Iren ere, and high debt ~ervlce 
payments, beth the ba 1 ance ef payments and budget w I I I be In ,d I s~qu I I I br I um 
Ter next 5-6 years. 

Balance ef Pa'Lments 
(MIIII'ons US $)( 1 ) 

1974 

Experts ef geeds, 'NFS 203.6 
Imperts ef geeds, NF,S 246.8 
Reseurce gap, 
(deficit = -) -43.2 

I riterest payments (net) -4.3 
Direct Investment Inceme -6.0 
Werker's remittances -16.2 
Other facter serYlce 

Incom~ (net) 6.6 
Current transfers , 66.2 
Balance en ,current acct. 3.1 

PI rect Investment 35.6 
Official capital grants 9.1 
I~et ML T berrew I ng (2) 

Disbursements 43.2 
Amertlzatlen -2.4 
Subtetal 40.8(3) 

Qther'M and LT leans 
Shert term capital 

~ ~, ' 

" I'· " " " , . ,." , ' ': ~' f.' ,'f 

-3.1 
-43.6 

" , , ' 

'l '.., 
~ , .' 

': 

,1,975 

185.5 
307.1 

-121.6 

-5.8 
-0.2, 

-24.4 

5.0 
71.6 

-75.4 

-12.7(4) 
10.9 

46.9 
-24.0 

22.9 
-2.3 
-0.5 
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1976 1977 1978 

202.0 178.9 16.1.4 
401 .9 386.5 352.1 

-199.9 -207.6 -191.3 

-7.9 -14.6 -13.4 
-0.5 -0'.8 

-28.4 -27.6 -31.3 

2.9 4.3 3.1 
136.9 115.3 146.1 
-96.9 -131,.0 -86.6 

-49.8(5) 4.4 -6.8 
12.0 13.6 1 5 . 1 

184.7 77.1 109.7 
,.19.4 -22.6 17 .5 
165.3 54.5 92.2 
-3.3 -1.9 2.2 
-2.0 12.5 
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MAURITANIA 6. Economy 

1974 1975 1976 1977 

Other ( I nc I • errors and 
ommissions) 2.7 4.2 -11.3 

Change In official reserves 
(- = Increase) (6) 44.5 52.8 -18.0 

Gross reserves (end year) 99.7 50.1 81.3 

1 Converted into US dollars using prevailing exchange ra,tes. 
2 Excluding loans for balance of payments support. 
3 Excluding MIFERMA and SOMIMA. 

2.7 

45.2 
55.1 

1978 

3.3 

,-19.2 
87.3 

4 Including a payment of UM 920 mil I Ion for the acquisition of SOMIMA. 
5 Including UM 2,281 mil I Ion repayment to MIFERMA shareholders. 
6 Figures may not sum due to rounding. 
7 Debt service net of interest earned on foreign exchange reserves as 

a percentage of Exports of Goods and non-factor services. 

Source: World Bank, Recent Economic Developments, 1979. 

6.4 Imports 

Heavy dependence on imported staple foods and other consumer goods 
,due to I imited range of output. Total value of, Imports doubled between 
1973-77 due to recurr i ng drought, rise In wor I d commo,d i ty pr ices 
(particu,larly petroleum) and Inflation. France chief source of Imports 
fo I lowed by UK, Senega I and West Germany. See a I so Agr I cu I tura I Imports, 
section 7.6. 

Through Central Bank 
channels(l } 

Foodstuffs 
Other, consumer goods 
Petroleum products 
Vehicles & electrical 

equ i pment 
Bui Iding material 
Other(2} 

;' 
"f ': 

, " 

'" " ••• 1 ': 
, ' 

1974 

7,120 
3,510 

580 
,830 

540 
470 

1 , ,190 

Imports 

1975 1976 1977 1978 

7,740 11 ,300 10,680 9,354 
2,370 2,460 2,850 

560 1 ,210 1,300 .. 
1,070 640 430 

1,350 1 ,860 1 , 100 
460 420 480 

1 ,930 4,710 4,520 
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'" 

1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

Outside Central Bank 
channels 3;,58 2,713 3,001 2,660 2,973 

Total goods," ci f 10,278 10,453 14,301 13,340 1 2,330 
Non-factor services 870 2,81.0 3,770 4,323 3,967, 
Total imports 

Goods & NFS 11 ,148 13,263 18,071 17,663 16,297 

( 1 ) Based on Central Bank payment records, not on customs data. 
(2) Including mil itary equipment. 
(3) Mostly food grants and investment goods financed with foreign loans. 

Source: Central Bank of Mauritania, IMF, and mission estimates as cited 
by World Bank, Recent Economic Developments, 1979. 

6.( Exports 

Iron ore earnings are major source of export revenues: up to 80% of 
total. However, since 1975, stagnation of the world steel market has 
caused decl ine In Iron ore production (export earnings dropped from'UM 
6,867 ml I I Ion In 1976 to an estimated UM 4,585 ml I I ion in 1978). Fish 
and fish products total led UM 921 mil I ion In 1977, whl Ie copper concentrate 
exports wE!re',valued at UM 435 million. Gum arabic and I ive cattle are 
also exported. Main export recipients are France, Spain, Italy and 
Japan. 

EXEorts 1973-78 
(mill ions of UM) 

Provisional 
EXEorts 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 

Iron ore 4,580 5,900 6,194 6,867 "5,716 4,585 
Copper concentrate 570 1,460 193 332 483 435 
Fish products 547 730 692 727 921 970 
Other products 277 352 133 88 47 34 ' 
Total goods 5,974 8,442 7,212 8,014 7,167 6,024 

Non-factor services 470 760 801 1,070 1,007 1,432 

Total exports of 
goods and NFS 6,444 9,202 8,013 9,084 8,174 7,456 

Source: W'or I d Bank, Recent Econom i c Deve I opments, 1979. 
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7. Agriculture 

7.1 Overview of Agriculture 

Agricultural aCtivities, Including stockralslng, fall largely within 
traditional economy. July-October dryland crop prqduct]on depends o~ 
rai·rifall (recently erratic), whl Ie November-March flood recession crop 
Is limited by aval labl I Ity of water to Senegal River basin and scattered 
northern oases.' Even I n south, I I vestock ra I sing Is dom I nant act I v I ty, 
contributing 75% of yalue added by trad.ttlonal sector. Modern farming 
I nputs and techn I ques are 'conf I ned to scattered fore I gn a I d projects, 
though largescale animal vacclnatlop programs led to 6% 'per year Increase 
I n nat I ona I herd In '1960' s, ended by onset by drought In 1968-69. Both ' 
livestock and farming productivity rates are low: 25 to 50% o.f those 
ach I eved In deve loped countr'l es. 

, At' present, virtually all agricultural production 'Is accompJ Ished 
by hand labor without benefit of ferti I Izers (other than chance deposits' 
of an I ma I manure) or pest I c I des. Poor p I ant I ng pract Ices" I nfer lor crop 
varieties, Insect Infestations 'and bird and'domestlc animal damage to 
standing crops' contribute to chronic low yields, made worse In recent years 
by drou.ght's degradation of '50115, .vegetatlon and Water supplies. 
Periodically, wind er.oslor and sol I exhaustion force abandonment of fields • 

. Increas·lng population denSities due to higher birth rates In sedentary 
groups and to migration from drought-stricken north necess.itate cultivation 
of land formerly used for. grazing or left fallow; Increased conflict 
between pastora I Ists and farmers over I and and 'w~ter rights I n southern 
regions fol low. Different land'tenure systems aggravate conflict: Moors 
recognize IndiVidual ownership which Includes right to asslg~ use of I~nd, 
but sedentary peop I es genera I Iy pract Ice communa I ownersh I p with 
dlsposlt.lon Tights ass,lgned t9 a "master of fields". 

,Rural development projects h~ve concentrated on I.rrlgatlon 
Infrastructure' ·deve I opment, I n order to I ncrease area of cu I t I vab I e I and, 
especla! Iy, In Senegal delta, where dry season Intr'uslori of salt water 
prevents double cropping. Large-scale Irrigation projects have ,had limited 
success because Implementation techniques conflicted with traditional land 
tenure systems and work habits. A.I.D. Is achieving better 'productlon 
with vi I I age-based Irrlg~ted farming, using modern equipment and 
techniques, on Senegal side of river; testing now being conducted In 
Mauritanian farming vii lages. ' 

Lack of farm-to-market transport, scarcity of markets In Mauritania 
and I nab I I I ty of G IHM to enforce pr I ce contro I s I nh,1 bit movement of produce 
beyond locid Ity of production. Higher grain prices In Senegal furth,er 
Increase likelihood of surplus ~jraln produced In r,lverlne vi Ilages being 
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MAURITANIA 7. Agriculture 

exported rather than trekked to northern population centers. Traditional 
dlstlnction between ml I let/sorghum-eating southerners and wheat-eating 
northern nomads is now complicated by growing demand for rice, most of 
which is imported. AI I these factors reinforce subsistence character of 
farming, since farmers' prospects of adequate return on sale of surplus 
are poor. 

Stockralslng was traditionally oriented toward acquisition of large 
numbers of animals for prestige and to supply sufficient milk to sustain 
owner's family, rather than as source of meat or Income. Growth of 
national herd due to vaccination and wei I development programs In 1960's 
brought increasing ecological imbalance, somewhat restored by 40% die-off 
of cattle herd during drought years. Pasture deterioration, growth of 
toxic grasses aided by overgrazing and erosion. Productivity rates are 
sti II limited by inadequate watering, poor pasturage and disease to about 
half those characteristic of developed countries. 1977 livestock 
population estimates: cattle: 1,115,000, sheep and goats: '7,000,000, 
came Is: 7000,000, horses and donkeys: 16,500; tota I: 8,831,500. 

7.2 Crops and Acreage Under Cultivation 

In south, 15 varieties of red and white sorghum, with maturation 
periods ranging from 90 to 150 days; 3 varieties of mi I let and 2 of maize 
are major crops. Supplementary crops Include cowpeas, peanuts, beans, rice, 
sweet potatoes, okra, squash and cotton. Vegetables newly introduced for 
market gardening include beets, carrots, cabbage, lettuce, onions, peppers 
and tomatoes. Mangoes, bananas and I imes are also new to area. 

Northern oases produce significant quantities of dates, some wheat 
and barley. 

% of land 
Crop p I anted Yield kg/ha 

Sorghum 75 400-800 
Mi Ilet 5 500 
Corn 8 725 
Peanuts 6 500 
Rice 4 n. a. 
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7.3 Agrlcu Itural Production 

Est I mated Agricultural Production, 1973~78 

( I n m I I I Ions of tons) 

1973/74 1974/75 1975/76 1976/77 

Millet/sorghum 50,000 45,000 36;000 21 ',000 
Maize 1 ,500 2,500 2,000 1 ,500 
Nlebe 2,060 3,000 2,500 2,000 
Beref 700 1,000 800 700 
Potatoes 700 800 750 650 
Rice 3,000 3,843 3,960 5,000 
Wheat & bar I ey 150 400 350 300 
Dates 10,400 10,000 11 ,000 12,000 
Other fruits, 2,600 
Vegetables 1,400 1,600 1,800 2,000 
Other 1,082 

Source: World Bank, Recent Economic Developments, 1979. 

Livestock and Livestock Products, 1977 

Livestock 
( '000 head) 

Catt I e 
Sheep 
Goats 
Asses 
Horses 
Camels 
Poultry 

1,400 
4,700 
3,100 

180 
\6 

700 
2,900 

Livestock Products 
(metric tons) 

,Beef 
Mutton & lamb 
Cows' mi Ik 
Sheeps' mil k 
Goats' milk 
Hen eggs 
Catt I e h I des 

13,000 
7,000 

47, 000 
43,00'0 
61,000 

2,465 
1,894 

Source: FAa estimates as cited by Europa Yearbook, 1978.', 

7.4 Crop Dates 

Sorghum/M I I let: 

Est. 
1977 /78 

14,000 
1,200 
1,000 

400 
500 

6,000 
350 

13,000 

2,000 

Flood Plain 
Planting 
Harvest 

March ';" Apr I I 
July - September 

December - January 
February - March 
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Rai nfed 
Planting 
Harvesting 

Rice: 
P I ant i ng 
Harvesting 

7.5 Current Status (1979) 

May - July 
October - December 

May - August 
October - November 

7. Agriculture 

Livestock situation continues to be critical. Recent FAO/OSRO report 
has recommended programs for animal feeding and desert encroachment 
control. Rains in September have Improved grain crop and pasture 
conditions but assessment of harvest prospects not yet possible. Grain 
crops seriously affected by poor rains in early August. 

7.6 Imports 

Normally 20-25% of cereal requirements are imported but wide 
fluctuations in levels must be anticipated. Rice, wheat and wheat flour 
constitute major official food imports, but unofficial imports of sorghum 
from Senegal and Mali have been estimated at 10-30,000 tons per annum. 
See also General Imports, section 6.4. 

7.7 Exports 

Traditionally, major agricultural export was cattle, for which no 
real market 'existed in country. III icit traffic across Senegal and I~al i 
borders common; estimates of number exported vary widely, but approxi­
mated 150,000 - 250,000 animals yearly In last decade. 
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8. Physical Geography 

8.1 Climate 

Four cl imatlc zones: 

Nouadhibou -- Maritime influence: prevai ling NW wind moderates 
temperature. Warmest month is September (34°C), coolest 
January (13°C). Approximately 6 rainy days. 

Nouakchott -- Some maritime influence, but hot season temperatures 
are similar to those In interior. 

Fluvial 

Saharan 

10-20 mi Ie wide belt along Senegal River characterized 
by 12-26" annual rainfal I which occurs in distinct July­
October season. Mean annual temperature range 74-94°F. 
High humidity along river, mist common. Tornadoes common 
during rainy s~ason. 

Northern 2/3rds of country. Nprth of 150mm Isohyet 
experiences hot days, cool nights; warmest period (45°C) 
occurs In July and August; December and January are 
coolest (13°C). Rare torrential rains fal I between July 
and September, but great annual varlabll ity (Qatat has' 
rece i ved as much as 10" of ra 1 n I n one year, and as 
I ittle as no rain In 5 years.) Extreme variation in 
dally temperature, 99°F in summer, 68°F in winter. 
Prevail ing wind, ·harmattan, is hot, dry, dust-bearing 
northeasterly. 

Some cl imatologists prefer to designate coastal or sub-Canarian zone, 
inc I ud i ng both Nouadh I bou and Nouakchott, based on presence of preva i I. i ng 
oceanic winds that bring humid, relatively temperate, cl Imate. Rainfa~ I 
minimal, less than 1" annually, falls between July and September. Mean 
temperature maxima 83°F in Nouadhibou, 89°F in Nouakchott, minima 6jOF and 
67°F. 

Rainy season. in the Sahel (July - October) characterized by extreme 
varlabi I ity with precipitation ranging between 6" in north and 18" in 
south. Dai Iy variation In temperature 60F - 70F. Prevai ling wind, as 
in Sahara, Is harmattan, but moisture content slightly higher. 
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MAURITANIA 8. Physical Geography 

8.2 Temeeratures 
(Fahrenhe It) 

Station Jan Ae r Jul Oct Extreme 

Atar Maximum 84 97 106 98 117 
Minimum 54 67 81 72 39 

Nema Maximum 86 105 99 101 120 
Minimum 62 79 78 79 47 

Nouakchott Maximum 85 90 89 91 115 
Minimum 57 64 74 71 44 

Source: Climates of the World, 19n. 

8.3 Precleltatlon 
( Inches), 

Station ,Jan, Feb Mar Ae r May Jun Ju I ~ ~ Oct Nov Dec, 

Atar 0.0 0.1 0.3 1.2 1.1 0.1 
Nema 0.1 0.7 1.1 2.3 4.7 2.1 0.7 0.1 
Nouakchott - 0.1 0.1 0.5 4.1 0.9 0.4 0.1 

Source: ,C I I mates of the World, 1972 • 

Prec I e I tat i on Come'ar I sons 
(ml I I Imeters) 

1977 1976 
overal I Normal (N) Comparison overa I I Comparison 

Station 

Aleg 
Aioun EI Atr. 
Akjoujt 
Atar 
Boutillmlt 
Boghe 
B i r Mogre I n 
F'Derlk 
K I ffa 
Kaedi 
Mederdra 

"'" ' 

'" 

rainfall 

( 1 00.7) 

,'J' 
'; " 

102.8 
20.2 
3.7 

35.5 
105.6 

0 
13., l' 

169.2 
227.5 

'~ 
" ' 

(1941-70) 1977/N rainfall 1977/76 

227.6 44% 145.5 69% 
281. 7 36% 98.7 104% 

70.7 29% 79.0 26% 
74.6 5% 91.6 4% 

163.5 22% 94.0 38% 
297.7 35% 228.0 46% 

15.2 0 2.4 0 
29.0 45% 53.6 24% 

326.8 52% 285.4 59% 
339.5 67% ' 211 .1 108% 
213.1 183.0 
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3. Physical Geography 

Precieltation Comearlsons 
(millimeters) , 

1977 1976 
overa II, Normal (N) Comparison overa II Comparison 

Stat ion rainfall (1941-70) 1977/N rainfall 1977/76 

Nouakchott 2.5 115.0 2% 48.8 5% 
Nema 95.6 271 .9 35% 196.6 49% 
Nouadhibou Trace 11.2 0 3.0 0 
Rosso 123.3 256.5 48% 227.5 54% 
Sel ibaby 351. 7 574.1 61% 304.6 115% 
Tldjlkja 44.6 135.8 33% 66.2 67% 
Tamchekett 95.5 224.7 43% 207.2 46% 

Source: OSRO Multldonor Report, 1977 . 

8.4 Landforms 

1,085,210 sq km in area (twice the size of France); vast dry plains 
extend from Senegal River basin, the southern border with Senegal, 800 
miles north to Morocco and former western Sahara (NW) and Algeria (NE). 
Maximum east-west extent, from Atlantic coast to eastern border with Mal I, 
is about 750 mi les. 

Four geographic divisions determined by northward movement of raln­
bearing ihter-tropical convergence zone: 

Southern Sahel (Chemana), Including Senegal River basin, comprises 7% 
of country's land area. Topography consists of lowland savannah flooded 
annually, with extensive marshes In Senegal delta. 

Range of flat-topped, steep-sided hi I Is with crests 700-1400' runs 
north from juncture of Senegal and Kourokoro rivers to about 22 degrees 
north latitude where it meets 200-500' escarpments trending northeast to 
Algerian and'Mal Ian borders. Similar escarpments ring Aoukar depression 
in northeast. Otherwise, plains rise gradually from sea level in west 
to 400' at Kiffa, 800' near Mali border in southeast and 1,000' in 
northeast. 

Northern Sahel comprises band of level plain and dunes fixed by 
vegetation, grading Into southern Saharan zone south of Nouakchott and 
Tldjikdja. There, dunes, most oriented NE-SW, grade from fixed to mobile, 
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depending on composition, aval lability of water for vegetation and 
intensity of grazing. Sand, which covers 40% of land area, is usual,.,. 
surface material except In extreme north and scattered western areas, where " 
gravel predominates. 

Plateaus of Adrar (500 m. elevation) and Tagant (300 m.) are major 
surface features of southern Sahara. Dunes paral lei coast from Aleg In 
northern Sahel north to capital, from which they extend Inland to Adrar 
mountain? Northern Sahara comprises rocky plains and mobile dunes; 
low I ands de lim Ited fr,om coast by I I ne of dunes para I I eli ng shore. 

Features formed by Intermittent action of water include dry 
watercourses (wadis) dissecting hi I Is and gravel plains and sebkhas, salt 
flats or marsh'es which fill with water in rainy periods -- most numerous 
near coast and northwest border. 

8.5 Land Use 

Less than one-thl~d of land area is suitable for pasture and farming. 
Northern half of country Is Saharan desert. Less than 15% of land 
area, southernmost 50-100 miles, receives 10-25" annual ralnfal I, which, 
together with'annual flooding, provides sufficient water for crops, , 

No government department has responslbl Iity for agricultural 
statistics collection. Reports prepared by extension workers' of Ministry 
of Rural Development. 

8.6 Rivers 

Senegal Is only permanent watercour~e. From source in hi I Is of 
northeast Guinea, it flows north and west across Mali to form border 
between Senegal and western Mauritania. No falls break flow along bor'der; 
thus, river Is navigable in rainy season as far as Kayes in Mali and as 
far as Podor, Senegal, in dry season. Annual floods, triggered in Apri I 
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by onset of heavy rains in Guinea, move into Mal i and Senegal in May and 
June, cresting at Bakel, Mauritania, in mid-September (45') and at Rosso 
(12') by mid-October. Entire 15-20 mile wide val ley is flooded: water 
fi lis depressions (marigots) that retain water well into dry .season. By 
end of dry season f low I s so reduced that t I da I ·waters may rise as far 
inland as Rosso. 

Navigabl I ity: in normal years, the Senegal River is navigable year 
round by small sea-going vessels as far as Rosso and by river boats as 
far as Boghe. In flood season, July-November, navlgabi lity is extended 
to Kaedi and Kayes. Though Senegalese river steamers operated as recently 
as early 1970's, at present very little river traffic exists ~x'cept f0r 
local pirogues. OMVS studying posslbi I Ity of reviving river transport 
tor carrying bulk low-cost commodities in 1975-76. 

River distances: St. Louis - Richard Tol I (Senegal) 
Richard Toll - Bakel (Senegal) 
Confluence of Senegal and Faleme Rivers 

8.7 Coast 

200 km 
600 km 
825 km upstream 

40U mile coastline on Atlantic has only one protected harbor, Levrler 
Bay, in north near border with former Western Sahara. Shal low offshore 
waters' shoals and surf limit coastal shipping. 

8.8 Mountains 

Barren sandstone hi I Is of central and south-central Mauritania are 
steep-sided with flat tops; often deeply dissected by numerous narrow 
intermittent watercourses. Western margins of' central and northern hi I Is 
are high escarpments cresting at 1,500 to 2,400', 700-1,400' above western 
plains. Near Mal i border In northeast, numerous' escarpments 600-1,300' in. 
elevation trend northeastward. Precipitous slopes and loose sand or 
gravel make cross-country progress difficult. 
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MAURITANIA 9. Transportation and Logistics 

9. Trans8ortatlon and Logistics 

9.1 Road Networks 

Roads are most significant mode of mechanlze9 transport in Mauritania. 
GIRM has emphasized transportation, al locating 30% of publ ic investment 
to sector 1970-77. As of May 1979, approximately 1,050 km of national 
highway were paved (of 7,140 km total); principal axes of road system: 
Rosso-Atar highway runn i ng N-S (paved from Rosso to Akjoujt); Nouakchott­
Nema road running E-W (paved from Nouakchott to Klffa); and central Boghe­
Aleg-Tidjlka road (paved only from Aleg to about 125 km NE). To complete 
the East-West highway, a Brazilian firm has been contracted to build the 
Klffa-Nema segment (1979). 

Density of road network conforms fairly wei I to distribution of 
population and economic activity, but access to most parts of country Is 
limited: dry season sandstorms in north and rainy season flooding in 
river basin coupled with poor road maintenance force closings for up to 
5 months each year. Most routes poorly maintained In 'part because local 
soils not suitable for road-bui Idlng. Vast, thinly populated spaces and 
harsh cl imatlc conditions make extension and upkeep of transport 
infrastructure expensive and technically difficult and operation of 
vehicles costly, arduous and often hazardous. 

Paved 

National roads 465 
Regional roads 150 
Secondary roads 
Tota I s by type 615 
Govt. resp. 465 
Maintained 465 
% tota I network 9% 

9% 

Road Network As of 1977 
( In km) 

Improved Ordinary Improved Existing 
earth earth track track -- --

433 1,821 945 1 ,041 
120 1,460 
125 140 390 

433 2,066 1,085 2,891 
[ 1,341 ] [ 3,279 ] 
[ 994 ] [ 1,070 ] 

6% 29% 15% 41% 
[ 35% ] [ 56% ] 

Source: DOT, Sahel Transportation Infrastructure, 1978. 
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9.2 Traffic 

Most passenger traffic occurs in modern sector on Rosso­
Nouakchott-Akjoujt road. Goods traffic, other than that generated by 
mining industry, consists almost entirely of Imported foodstuffs and 
petroleum products entering through Nouakchott and Rosso. Agricultural 
products and local goods make up only 16% of total traffic. 

In dry season, 25-ton trucks can go at best as far as Nema on sand 
tracks. In wet season, restricted to paved roads, thus secondary staging 
point needed at Kiffa to transfer food to 5-10 ton trucks. (Capacity 
of secondary staging point I imited by number of qual ified supervisors 
ava i I ab Ie. ) 

As of 1973: 5,654 cars, 5,590 vans and trucks. 
of vehicles by type showed two different patterns: 
traveled north-south roads c?rrled 70% of al I light 
heavy vehicles (more than 1.5 tons), whi Ie the rest 
the opposite percentage. 

9.3 GIRM Capacity 

In 1974, distribution, 
the most heav I I Y 
vehicles and 30% of 
of the network carried 

As of January 1978, GIRM had 80 10-12 ton Berl iet or Mercedes trucks 
in 'working order and another 150-175 scheduled to come Into service within 
2 years if present rates df ma I ntenance and improvement cont I nue. * 

FAD estimated (10/77) GIRM vehicle pool's carrying capacity at 2,400 T 
and private vehicle pool '5 capacity at 3,600 T per month. Average 
transport cost per kilo of food estimated at 6-7 UM. 

Movement between Dakar and Rosso Is stl I I I imlting factor on 
Dakar-Mauritania route. 

Road maintenance is the responsibi I Ity of the Ministry of. Construction 
wh i ch is current I y be I ng reorgan I zed I nto a decentra I i zed organ I z,at i on 
of 11 territorial sub-divisions. 

* However, war in Western Sahara had considerably reduced truck fleet as 
of Fall 1978. 
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List and Condition of Present Egulpment 1977 

Avai 1- Repair- Avai 1- Date of purchase 
Type and Model No. able able Bad able Number/year 

Bu II dozers 05 7 2 2 3 28% 4/71 - 2/75 
Bu II dozers 07 3 2 1 0% 3/71 - 2/75 
Loaders 920 7 2 4 1 28% 5/71 - 2/75 
Loaders 955 2 2 . 0% 2/71 
Grader 120 9 3 3 3 33% 6/71 - 3/75 
Hyd. shovel Yumbo 1 1 0% 1/67 
Tractor Fergus-

son 9 8 1 88% 9/71 
Ro I I er on tires 3 3 0% 3/61 
Aspha I t patcher 

L 62 2 2 100% 2/71 
Compactor 2 2 0% 2/71 
Vibrating roller 2 1 50% 2/75 
Compressor 3 2 1 0% 3/71 
Li ght veh i c I es 19 10 5 4 52% 5/69 - 71 

14/73 - 75 
Land rover 16 5 2 9 31% 13/71 - 3/75 
Dump trucks GLR 19 3 12 4 16% 7/71 

160 
Cargo 350 

L62 16 5 3 8 31% 16/71 
Road tractor TLM 

12 2 2 100% 2/71 
Tanker trucks 

GLR 
120 7 4 2 57% 7/71 

Tanker trucks-Fuel 
GRH 12 2 2 100% 2/76 

Low boy 2 2 (00% 2/71 
Mob i I e workshop 

L64 3 3 100% 3/71 
Other light veh. 4 1 2 25% 4/71 
Motorscraper 3 3 100% 3/76 

Total 143 58 47 -38 40% 

Source: DOT, Sahel Transportation Infrastructure, 1978. 
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9.4 Surface Miles 

St, Louis - Nouakchott 
Rosso - AkjoUJt 
Nouadhibou - F'Deri'k and Zouerate 
Rosso - Boghe - Kaedl 
Nouakchott - Nema 

Atar 
A leg 
Boghe 
Kaed i 
K i ffa 
Aioun-EI-Atrous 
Nema 
Nouakchott - Atar 
Atar - Chinguettl 
Chingeuettl - Ouadane 
Tichitt ~ Tidjlka 

9.5 Ra i I roads 

190 mi 
300 mi 
420 mi 
300 km 

1 ,000 km 

Nouakchott(km) 
475 
454 
429 
539 
859 

1 ,214 

(5 hrs) 

(rai Iway) 

Rosso(km) 
680 
240 
215 
325 

645 
1,394 1,000, 
5 hrs by al I weather road 
3 hrs 
60 miles by track 
125 miles (6, day trek by 
camel) 

670 k~, (419 mi.) standard gauge (1.435 m.) single track ral I line 
runs from port o,f 'Nouadhibou stopping at Choum* to iron ore deposits near 
Zouerate and F'Derik, terminating at Tazadit. Ore shipments constitute 
bulk of traffic, but small amounts of general merchandise and some 
passengers are carried on back-haul. 

* IDA 3rd project provided for improvement of road I inking rai I stop 
at Choum with Atar, the trade center of the northwest, in order 
to encourage development of general traffic and better connect 
Nouadhlbou ~ith rest of country. ' 

SNIM-COMINOR, Mauritania railway; Nouadhibou; state-owned, 
responsible for all freight and passenger service on Nouadhibou-F'Deric~ 
railway. AI I motive poWer is diesel. 

9.6 Ports 

Three ports: Nouakchott and Nouadhibou in Mauritania and Dakar, 
Senegal, handle shipping to Mauritania. Nouadhibou, located on western 
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shore of Levrier Bay on north coast, has protected harbor free from 
siltation, handles Iron ore shipping, fishing Industry vessels and 
petroleum imports. Due to low population of hinterland, I ittle general 
cargo passes through Nouadhlbou and facl I Itles for handling it are 
comparatively underutl I ized. 

Less favored by nature, Nouakchott is being developed as major port 
by GIRM because of role as administrative and refugee resettlement center. 
Extension of wharf completed expanding capacity from 200,000 tons to 
320,000 tons) deep water port construction started. GIRM would I ike ports 
of Nouakchott and Nouadhibou to become self-sufficient to reduce use of 
Dakar as mUch as possible. 

Dakar 

Coord i,nates: 

General Hoi idays! 

Currency: 

Accommodation: 

.,~ :' " 

1-' " 

Lat. 14° 40' N) Long. 17° 24' W 

New Year's Day (January 1), *EI Mauloud, National 
Hoi Iday, Easter Monday, *Labour Day (May 1), Ascension 
Day, Whit Monday, Assumption Day, (August 15), 
Korlte*, AI I Saints Day (November 1), Tabaskl*, 
Christmas Day (December 25). Labor difficult to 
obtain. 

Franc C.F.A. (Communaute Flnanclere Afrlcaine). 

A safe harbor formed by two Jetties. Water area: 
216 ha. Quays: 7,618 m. Good anchorage for 
any size vessel. Depth at entrance, 10.36 m. (being 
dredged to 10.97 m.); at quays 6.40 to 11.89 m. 
Wharves and berths as fo I Lows -- southern zone: mo Ie 
I, 460 m. by 150 m.; four berths with 10 m. water 
and five with 8 m. Mole I I, 290 m. by 100 m. 8.5 m. 
water. Median bank wharf, two berths, one of 10 m. 
depth and one of 6.5 m. Mole I I I, three berths, 
length 350 m. for large steamers, depth 10 m. Eastern 
bank wharf, length 200 m., one berth with 10 m. water. 
Northern zone -~ mole IV, three berths (length 460 
m.) with depth of 10 m. Mole V, two berths, length 
180 m. depth 11 m. on W side, 8 m. on E side. Mole 
VI: two berths, length 180 m., depth 9 m. North 
bank wharf, one berth (200'm.) depth 8.5 m. Mole VI I I 
(for fuel) 400 m. long; western side two berths at 
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Developmenr: 

Shiprepairs: 

Pi I otage: 

Airport: 

Working Hours: 

Nouadhibou 

Coordinates: 

Accommodation: 

Development: 

Bunkers: 

Shiprepairs: 

Pi lotage: 

Airport: 

Working Hours: 

, ; 

9. Transportation and Logis!ics 

wharf for col I iers and, oil bunkering, depth 10 m. 
Table and eastern side--three berths with 10 m. 
dept~ •. "9)1e water barge. 

In W zone, a fishing quay Is under construction with 
1,104 m. of berths, draft 7 m. and 370 m. of berths, 
draft 10 m. 

Avai lable 

Compulsory In and out 

Aeroport de Dakar, Yoff, 12.8 km transport 

Monday - Friday, 08.00-12.00, 14.00-18.00 hrs. 
Saturday, 08.00-12.00 hrs 

Lat. 20° 54' 30"N; Long. 17° 03' W. Terminal for iron 
ore fields at Fort Derick, over 300 mi les in the 
interior, to which it is I inked by rai Iway. 

Two berths: 1) depth 7.20 m., length 100 m. 2) depth 
4.80 m., length 90 m. Shed space, 300 sq m. open 
storage area, 24,000 sq m. lock-up ,storage, 2,200 
sq m.; lighters and one tug, 150 h.p. at point­
central (minerai pier). 15 km away from Nouadhibou, 
maximum depth of water alongside quay, 16 m., 17.5 
m. in channel. Winds N to NE. Water available. 

Propo~ed enlargement of wharf 

Bunkers and fresh water avai lable alongside at 
Nouadhibou 

Minor repairs 

Not compulsory except for mineral pier 

Nouadhibou, 5 mins. by road 

08.00 to 12.00, 14.00 to 18.00 hours; 07.00 to 08.00, 
12.00 to 14.00, 18.00 to 20.00 hours worked in 
overtime, with extension to 22.00 to finish a vessel. 
Saturday, 08.00 to 12.00 with overtime up to 20.00. 
Overtime can be worked on Sunday from 07.09 to 20,.00. 
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MAURITANIA 

Nouakchott 

Coordinates: 

Accommoda t I on: 

Working Hours: 

9.7 Shipping 

9. Transportation and Logistics 

Lat. 18"02' N; Long. 16"02 1 W. Nouakchott wharf is 
situated about 7 km SSW of Nouakchott. 

Winds vary from NNW to NE, the predominant wind being 
NNW, which can affect navigation. Rapid onset of 
bad weather should be noted. When condt'tlons are 
bad, vessels should weigh anchor and proceed seaward 
as the coast offers no natural shelter. At 

,the lighterage, quay depth of water varies between 
7 and 8.5 m. The working platform Is 86 m. by 21, m. 
and I I es I n a NW!SE direct i on. I tis connected to 
the shore by a gangway 246 m. long and 7 m. wide. 
There Is a strong swel I January-March and heavy rain 
July-September. 

08.00 to 16.00 hours. Overtime between 16.00 to 
19.00 hours 

Compagnie Maurltanlenne de Navigation Maritime (COMAUNAM): BP 587, 
Nouakchott; National Shipping Company. 

Societe Ouest Afrlcalne d'Enterprlses Maritimes (Maurltante):' BP 
351, ,Nouakchott. " 

Several shipping companies serve Nouadhlbou and Nouakchott, the most 
important being La Compagnie Paquet and La Compagnie Maurel-Prom. 

9.8 Airports 

Three international airfields, at Nouadhibou, Nouakchott and Atar, 
and 18 smaller airstrips. Only Nouadhibou can handle long-distance jets. 
Smaller airfields at Aioun, Akjoujt, Aleg, Bir-Moghrein, Boghe, Boutil imit, 
F'Derik, Kaedl, Kiffa, M'Bout, Mederdra, Nema, Rosso, Sel ibaby, Tamchakett, 
Tichitt, TidjikJa and Timbedra can accommodate DC 3 and DC 4 planes for 
domestic transport. New a.irport being built at Nema. 
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MAURITANIA 9. Transportation and Logistics 

NB: For up-to-date I nformat i on consu I t, latest issue of week I y I nter­
national Notams, International FI ight Infor-mation Manual, arid/or 
ICAO's Air Navigation Plan for appropriate region. 

AIOUN-EL-ARTOUSS/Aioun-EI-Artouss 

Runwa:i Characteristics 
Eleva-

Location tion M/ slipe Aircraft/ 
Coordinates Temp C NR/Type Length M 

16°43'N 290 04/22 0.30 1590 
09°38'W 34.6 N-INSTR 1590 

Remarks: Alternate aerodrome--Bamako/Senou. 

AIDS: MD, MC, MT, MTX, MO. 

KAEDI/Kaedl 
Runway Characteristics 

E I eva-
Location tion M/ s1ipe A I rcraft/ 
Coord i nates Temp C NR/T:ipe Length M 

16°09'N 25 07/25 0.003 2500 
13°31'W 34 N-I NSTR 

Remarks: Alternate aerodrome--Matam/Oro Sogul. 

AIDS:' MD, MC, MT, MTX, MO. 

NOUADHIBOU/Nouadhibou 
Runwa:i Characteristics 

Eleva-
Location tion M/ slipe Aircraft/ 
Coordinates Temp C NR/T:ipe Length M 

20°55' 44"N 5 03/21 0.041 DC-8 
17°02' 01"W 31.6 INSTR 2425 

CL 

C 
C 

CL 

B 

CL 

A 

Aircraft 
Strength F Lie 1/ 
(1,000 kg) Octane 

AUW 34 None 
AUW 34 

Aircraft 
Strength Fuel/ 
(1,000 kg) octane 

DC-8 None 
Acceptable 

Aircraft 
Strength Fuel/ 
(1,000 kg) Octane ---
DC10-30 100,JAI 
AUW 218 

Remarks: Alternate aerodro~es--Conakry/Gbessia, Dakar/Yoff, Las Palmas/ 
Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Nouakchott/Nouakchott, Sal I./Sal, 
Villa Cisneros/Vii la Cisneros. 
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AIDS: H, ILS 03-1, VOR, LR, LTX, LO, MD, MC, MT, MTD, MTX, MO. 

NOUAKCHOTT/Nouakchott 
Runwa:i Characteristics 

Eleva- Aircraft 
Location tion M/ SI!pe Aircraft/ Strength 
Coord i nates Temp C NR/T:ipe Length M CL (1,000 kg) 

18 05° 46"N 2 OS/23 0 SE 210 B SE 210 
15 57" 06"W 36.8 INSTR 2000' Acceptable 

Remarks: Alternate aerodromes--Dakar/Yoff, Nouadhibou/Nouadhibou, 
Saint-Lou is/Sal nt-Louis. 

AIDS: RL, SA 05, LR, LTX, LO, D, H, MC, MT, MTX, MO. 

SELIBABY/Sellbaby 
Runwa:i Characteristics 

Eleva- Aircraft 
Locat ion tlon M/ SI!pe Alrcraft/ Strength 
Coordinates Temp C NR/T:ipe Length M CL (1,000 kg) 

15°11 'N 80 07-25 DC3 C DC3 
12°12'W 28 (est. ) N-INSTR 1220 Acceptable 

Remarks: A I ternate aerodrome--Kayes/Kayes. 

Fuel/ 
Octane 

100,JA1 

Fuel/ 
Octane 

None 

AIDS: D, MC, MT, MS, MTX. MO planned but not in accordance with ICAO 
specifications. 

Abbreviations 
INSTR Instrument Approach Runway 
N-INSTR Non-Instrument Runway 
PA,I Precision Approach Runway Category I 
PA I I Precision Approach Runway Category I I 
REG-NS Inti Non-Scheduled Air Transport, Regular Use 
REG-S International Scheduled Air Transport, Regular Use 
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MAURITANIA 

Radio Aids 
lieS 
DME 
VOR 
RL 

Instrument Landing System 
Distance Measuring Equipment 
VHF Omni-Directlonal Range 
Rad I 0 Locator 

Lighting Aids 

9. Transportation and Ldgistics 

LPA Precision Approach Lighting System 
LSA Simple Approach ~ightlng System 
LVA Visual Approach Slope Indicator System 
LAV Abbreviated Approach Slope Indicator System 
LR ' Runway Edge, Threshold & Runway End Lighting 
LC Runway Center Line Lighting 
LTD Runway Touchdown Zone Lighting 
LTX' Taxiway Lighting 
LB Aerodrome or Identification Beacon 
LO Obstruction Lighting 

Marking Aids 
MD Runway Designation Markings 
MC Runway Center Line Markings 
MT Runway Threshold Markings 
MTD Runway Touchdown Markings 
MS Runway Sidestrlpe Markings 
MFD Fixed Distance Markings 
MTX Taxiway Center Line & Holding Position Markings 
MO Obstruct 'Ion Mark I ngs 

Runway Surface and Length 
H 
S 

Additional 
L1 
L2 
L3 
L4 
L5 
L6 
L7 
L8 
L9 

, , 

Hard Surface (numbers = ft. in 
Non-Hard Surface (number = ft. 

Li ght i ng 

hundreds) 
in hundreds) 

Portable Runway Lights (electrical) 
Boundary Lights 
Runway Flood Lights 
Low Intensity Runway Lights 
Low Intensity Approach Lights 
High Intensity Runway Lights 
High Intensity Approach Lights 
Sequenced Flashing Lights 
Visual Approach Slope Indicator (VASI 1 
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9.9 Personnel Entry Reguirements 

Passport and visa required. Smallpox and yel low fever vaccinations 
except for arrivals from no~-Infected areas remaining in Mauritania for 
less than two weeks. 

9.10 Aircraft Entry Requirements 

AI I private and non-scheduled commercial aircraft overflying or 
landing for commercial or nqn-commerclal purposes must obtain prior 
permission from the director of clvi I aviation, B.P. 91, Nouakchott, 
Islamic Republ ic 6f Mauritania (telegraphic ~ddress: Minlcomtrasport 
Nouakchott/telex: none) at least 72 hours (7 days for aircraft landing 
for commercial purposes) prior to departure. AI I requests must include: 
name of operator, flight number, if any, type of aircraft, registration 
marks, date, time and complete route of flight from point of origin, 
including Intermediate stops, fuel type and amount and other services 
required; if landing, purpose of flight and number of passengers. AI I 
requests must include pre-paid response and certlfied,coples of the 
requests should be sent to the Dakar flight information center., 

Non-scheduled commercial aircraft landing for commercial purposes 
must also include in the request: purpose of flight, number of passengers, 
their point of origin, destination and purpose of trip, type, amount, and 
origin of cargo, representative or contact In Mauritania and orlgin/ 
destination of cargo unloaded/loaded in Mauritania. 

A II aircraft must have a f light p I an on file at I east 24 hours pr i or 
to departure. 

Aircraft arriving from or destined to Israel, Rhodesia or South Africa 
will be denied permission to overfly or land. 

Aeronautical information source: AlP "ASECNA" (France) 

9. 11 Air lines 

Air Mauritanie: B.P. 41, Nouakchott; scheduled domestic passenger 
and cargo services from Nouakchott and Nouadhibou and international 
services to Las Palmas, Canary Islands, and Dakar, Senegal; fleet of 2 
F.27A, 2 DC-4, 2 DC-3 and 2 Navajo. 

Air 'Afrique: Mauritania has a 7 per cent share in Air Afrique. 
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MAURITANIA 9. Transportation and Logistics 

, , 

Maurita'nia is also'served by the following airl ines: Iberia, Royal 
Air Maroc and Union des Transports Aeriens (UTA). 

9.12 Air Distances 

~ Statute Mi les Statute Mil es 

Aloun to: Kaedl to: 
Dakar 541 Kayes, Mall 183 
Kaedi 264 Kiffa 141 
Kiffa 118 Nouakchott 268 
St. Louis, Senegal 146 St, Lou I s 196 

Akjoujt to: Nouadhibou to: 
Dakar 402 Nouakchott 208 
Nouadhibou 191 Paris 2,198 
Nouakchott 152 St. Louis 340 
St. Louis 288 

Atar to: Nouakchott to: 
Dakar 494 Bamako 906 (via Dakar) 
Nouadhlbou 259 Dakar 254 (via Pt Etienne 
St. Lou Is' 380 and las Palmas 

Marse i I I.es 2,272 (via Dakar) 
New York 4,066 (via Dakar) 

F'Derik to: Paris 2,419 
Nouadhibou 301 
Paris 1,981 
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10. Power and Communications 

10.1 Electric Power 

1976 capacity: 70,000 KW; production: 100 mil I ion kWh, 74 kWh per 
capita. At present all electric power is thermally generated by diesel' 
fuel; limited potential for hydropower rests on building of barrages on 
Senegal River as part of OMVS development plan. Most electricity consumed 
by mining operations and port faci Iities; Nouakchott is largest non­
commercial user. 

Authority: Societe Maurltanlenne d'Eau et d'Electricite, (MAURELEC) 
BP 355 Nouakchott. Mauritania Water and Power Society supplies urban areas 
of Nouakchott, Nouadhlbou, Zouerate, Kaedl, Rosso, AkJoujt and Atar. 

10.2 Power Production 

Production and Consumption of Energy, 1973-77 

Electrical energy 
Instal led capacity 

Production 
Consumpt I on 

Petroleum products 
(consumption) 

Gasoline for planes 
Kerosene 
Gasoi I 
Gasol ine for cars 
Fue I 01 I 
Diese I 01 I 

Total 

1973 

38.0 

79.4 
78.8 

2.9 
7.7 

81.0 
13.6 
45.4 
3.0 

153.6 

1974 1975 1976 

(in thousands of ki lowatt hours) 
40.0 42.5 44.0 

(In mil I Ion of ki lowatt hours) 
92.5 79.5 151.4 
87.7' 77.4 136.4 

(in thousand of metric tons) 

2.0 
7.9 

~5.2 
10.8 
44.9 
4.7 

155.5 

1.7 
7.4 

81.8 
17.7 
17.6 
5.1 

131 .3 

1.9 
2.4 

103.9 
20.5 
30.2 
5.6 

164.5 

Source: World Bank, Recent Economic Developments, 1979. 
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45.5 

154.6 
1.39.0 

2.4 
3.1 

111 . 5 
25.2 
27.7 
8.0 

177 .9 



MAURIT~NIA 10. Power and Communications 

10.3 Radio Network 

Radiodiffusion Nationale de Mauritanie: B.P. 200, Nouakchott; four 
tran~mitters, two of 100 kW; broadcasts in French, Arabic, Wolof, 
Toucouleur and Sarakole. 81,000 radio receivers in 1975. 

10.4 Telephone System 

Rudimentary telecommu~icatlons system: fragmentary open wire lines, 
minor radio-relay I ink and radio communications stations. Admlnlstrat,lve 
connections within country maintained by radiotelephone connections with 
Nouakchott. Direct telephone I Ink to Paris ~Iso permits radiotelephone 
and wireless connections to US and Europe. 

Telephone services available at 15 of total 25 post offices. 
Estimates of number of telephones In use range from 1,500-2,400, in early 
1970's. 

Communications avai lable In 10th district (capltal-Sel ibaby) may 
indicate extent of system outside modern sector. Post office at Sel ibaby 
Is communications center for region; one telegraph I ine to Kiffa used to 
relay al I wired messages outside region. (In 1975-76, normal time to relay 
telegrams was 3 days.) Radiotelephones, located at governor's and 
gendarmerie's offices in Sel ibaby and in prefect'i offices in Goray and 
Quid Yenge, are often out of order due to lack of batteries or mechanical 
breakdown. 

Scheduled weekly flight (sometimes cancel led) from Sel ibaby to 
Nouakchott carries correspondence and packages. 

10,5 Television 

Agence Mauritanienne de Television et de Cinema (AMATECI): 
Television programs are broadcast for 48 hours per week in Arabic and 12 
hours in French. 
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