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ETHIOPIA: A COUNTRY PROFILE 

prepared for 

The Office of U. S. Foreign Disaster Assl~tance 
Bureau for Private and Development Cooperation 

Agency for International Development 
. Department of State . 

Wash I ngton, D. Co 20523' . 

by 

Evaluation Technologies, Inc. 
Arlington, Virginia 

under contract AID/SOD/PDC-C-0283 

The profile on Ethiopia Is one In a series designed to provide base
line country data In support of the planning, analYsis and relief 
operations of the Office of U. S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA). 
Content, scope and sources have evolved over the coqrse of the .last 
three years, and no doubt will continue to do so. T~e relatively 
narrow focus Is Intentional. To avoid redundancy, some topics one 
might expect to find In a "country profile" are not covered here. 

If the Information provided can also be useful to otrers In the dis
aster assistance and development communities, so m4ch the better. 
Every effort Is made to obtain current, rei lable data; unfortunately 
It Is not possible to Issue updates as fast as chanaes would warrant. 
A caut I onary note, therefore, to the reader: stat I st'l cs are I nd !cators 
at best, and If names and numbers matter, the blbl !.Qgraphy will point 
to a current source. 

We Invite your comments and corrections. Address these and other 
queries to OFDA, AID, as given above. 

December 1978 
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COUNTRY PROF I.I:E 'USER Dellr ______ ,.-

Please use this form to note Ilny chllnges, additions corrections or 
suggestions you think would update end Improve thf's1eountry profile. 
Since our. alni Is to make these ,pr,oflles as rel,evant·~s possIble, your 
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Geographic Codes 

AID 
FIPS 
State' .Reg Ion 

663 
ET 
At 

country Names 

Legal 
Short 

Currency 

Ethiopia 
Ethiopia 

2.04 Ethiopian b,Irr = 1 US dollar (Aprl I 1980) 
100 'cents = 1 bIrr 

OfficIal HolIdays 

PublIc: EthiopIan Chrlstmas ••••••••.• January 7 
Epiphany (Tlmqat) •••••••••••• January 1~ 
1896 Battle of Adowa •••••••.• March 2 
Victory Day •••••••••••••••••• Aprt I 6 
Labor Day ••••••••••••••••••.• May 1 
EthIopian New Year's ••••••••• September 11 
Anniversary of 1974 COup ••••• September 12 

VarIable: Orthodox Good FrIdaY, Easter, Id al-fltr, Id al
Adha, Mawlld (bIrth of Mohammed). A former hoi Iday, February 19, 
nowaDay of Mourning for 30,000 martyrs of 1937 ma~~acre In 
Add I s Ababa. 

Time Zones 

EST + 8 hrs, GMT + 3 hrs 
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" Host Country Embassy ~ Staff .!.!!. US 

Address: 2134 Kalorama Rd. NW 
Washington, DC 20008 

Phone: AD4-2281 and 2282 

Staff: Counselor, Charge D' Affalres 
Ad Interim (January 31, 1978) ........ Tjgllbu Bekele 
Ftrst Secretary •••••••••••••••••••••• ~ijfae' A~ega 
Second Secretary ...• e-, ••••••••••••••• :r~~ne Eshete 
Economic & Financial COunselor ••••••• ~@Qede Shoandagn 

'>". • 

US Mission to Ethiopia. and Staff 

Address: Entoto St, P.O.Box 1014, 
Addis Ababa 

Phone: 110666/117/129 

Staff: AMB •••••••••• Frederlc L. Chapin 
DCM •••••••••• Owen W. Robertseron 
ECO/COM ...... Ph II I P E. Penn Inger 
POl •••••••••• Andre J. Navez 
LAB •••••••••• Charles R. Hare (resident In Nairobi) 
CON •••••••••• Ellzabeth Raspollc 
ADM .......... John A. Hollingsworth 
RSO •••••••••• James F. Sartain, Jr. 
AID •••••••••• Edward B. Hogan 

Treaties and Agreements 

With LIS 

Agricultural Commodities 
Defense ' 
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Econom I c and Techn I ca I Cooperat Ion . 
Highways 
Investment Guaranties 
Mappl ng 
Peace Corps 
Trade and Commerce 

Travel and Visa Information 

Sma 1.1 pox and yellow fever vaccinations requlrlilq of all arrivals. 

Notes 

Clothing: Spring and fal I-weight woolens and light wraps. Lined 
raincoats, umbrellas, boots essential from June to ml·d-September. 

Telecommunications: Long-distance telephone. and telegraph serv
Ice available to large towns In Ethiopia, to the US, to most European 
and to many African countries. 

Transportation: Current unsettled conditions In the countryside 
make It advisable to check local security situation before making 
any trip outside the capital. Municipal bus transPQrtation likely 
to be crowded. However, taxis usually avaiiable at ~odest rates. 

3 



'Ethnic and Sociocultural Groups 

Although former Imperial Government deliberately obscured ethnic 
dlversl,ty by emphasizing "national unity", Ethiopia ponetheless char
acterized by substantial ethnic, linguistic, and cultural hetero
geneity. However, In the absence of rei lable data" group population 
estimates stl II h'lghl Y controversial. -

For past 100 years, Amhara culturally/politicallY dominant al
though only 30% of population. Nearly all government employees Am
hara; appear to dominate present Junta. Largest sln~le group Is 
Oromo) known as Galla (a name they resent) outsIde ~thlopla; represent 
40% of population. Other groups Include Tigre, Afar~ Somali, Saho, 
and Agew. Following 9 categories tak~n from Benderl~ The Ethiopian 
Nllo-Saharans and, by his own admission, are no le9~ arbTtrary than 
C!!! other c! ass I f I cat Ion schemes. -

1) North Erltrean 

A dozen smal I tribes In the triangular tip of Ethiopia (Red 
Sea and Sudan border as sides, with base running through Keren); 
most are Muslim nomadic pastorallsts. Largest frlbe Is Benl 
Amer (90,000); North Erltrean total populatIon 150,000. Most 
speak Bedawle, often use TIgre as second language. 

2) The Agew 

DIspersed throughout ErItrea, Begemdlr, Wollo, and GoJam 
provinces; speak central Cushltlc'dlalects. MQst are plow cultI
vators; total populatIon 170,000. Sub-groups Ipclude Falasha, 
Klmant, and Awl. 

3) Amhara-Tlgrean 

HIstorIcal bearers of EthIopIan Orthodox O)lrlstfanlty. 
Tlgreans speak Tlgrlnya; concentrated In both Tigre provInce and 
south-central ErItrea; considerable resentment ~galnst Amharas. 
Latter concentrated In western Wollo, north Shoa, GoJam, 
Begemdlr and Hararghe provlnces*. Total population 7 mIl lIon; 
sub-groups who converted to Islam known collectIvely as Jabartl. 

4) Core IslamIc 

LIve on eastern flank of greater EthIopIa In chronIc state 
of tension wIth Amharas. 
Ists; speak East Cushltlc 
TI gre, Wo 110 and Hararghe 

4 

Afar, Saho and SomalI nomadIc pastoral
and live In desert lowlands of Eritrea, 
prov I'nces. Sub-grouplO I n~ I ude Argobba 



and Hararl. Total population 1.4 mill Ion. 

5) Cromo 

Most widely dispersed of all ethnic groupSi spread through
out 10 provinces but concentrated In Shoa, Aru~~I, Sidamo, and 
Wellega. Nearly all speak mutual Iy Intelllglbl~ dialects of 
one East Cushltlc language: Gallinya. Total R9Puiation 10 mll
Iton; major sub-groups Incl ude Arssl, ,Raya, i3Qrfln, GuJ I, and 
Wollo. 

6) Lacustrine Group 

Live In 'and around Great Rift Valley chain of lakes from 
southern Shoa south through Gemu Goffa and we~t~rn Sidamo. Sub
groups: Gurage In Shoa, Sidamo In Shoa and Sla~o, and Konso 
In Gemu Goffa. Last two speak East Cushltlc l~guage5. Total 
population '2.8 ml It Ion. ' )' 

7) Qnotlc 

Live In a small region surrounding Orno River In Keffa and 
Gemu Goffa provinces. Hoe cultivators growing tuberous plants, 
cereal grains. Total population 1.4 million. 

8) Sudanlc 

Live In enclaves along entire length of S~dan border; speak 
languages belonging to four branches of Nllo-Sa~aran family. 
Primarily sedentary, practicing hoe cultivation of grains; Nuer 
only sub-group of pastorallsts. Total popuiatlpn 360,000. 

9) Caste Groups 

Consist of despised endogamous peoples scattered throughout 
country. Attached to various host groups providing special eco
nom I c or r I tua I serv Ices. No tota I popu I at Ion est I mate ava'i 1-
able. In some cases, caste groups physically ~Istlnct from host; 
former often more Negroid. 

* Note - Resentment In wake of land reform program against 
Amharas, who traditionally constitute local nobility/ 
large landowners. Reports of violence against them 
frequent and widespread. Also Oromo-Amhara ethnic 
rivalry exacerbated In recent years with formation 
of various opposition groups. 
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Languages 

All major languages belong to Afro-Asiatic language family. Two 
main sub-stocks: Semitic (Amharic, Tlgrlnya, Tigre, Gurage, Hararl) 
and Cushltlc' (Gallinya, BeJa, Somali, Af!lr, Agau). froharlc and Gal
Iinya predominate; former has few dialectal variations, latter has 
many .. Amharic Increasingly the lingua franca and Is the official 
language; approx. 40% of population speak It whereas 50% speak Gal
Iinya Indicating, once again, favored status of Amharic way of life. 
English main f9relgn language; used with Amharic In" 130vernment docu
ments and Is the language of Instruction In higher ~aucatlon. 95 -
other -languages and dl.alects spoken f,ncl udlng' some j'rallan In Eritrea; 
Arabic spoken along coast, and In some Inland areas,' 

Religions 

As with ethnic population totals, figures for religious adher
ents widely dIsputed. Christianity, Islam and a variety of tribal 
(animist) rei Iglons represented. Ethiopian Orthodox Church 
(Christian) Identified almost completely with Amhara-Tlgre group; 
practiced by most people In central and northern HI~hlands, 
approximately 35-40% of population. Islamic adhereqts found mainly 
In southern and eastern regions; other sizeable poc~ets In Jtma, 
Begemdlr provinces, and In northern Eritrea for a total of 45-50% 
of population. Tribal religious groups mainly In south and west with 
many along Sudan border. Others: Roman Catholics and Protestants 
t n Asmara and Add I s Ababa for a comb I'ned tota I of I \'.ISS than 2% of 
population. 
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Government 

Ethiopia governed by a Provisional Military Ad~lnlstratlve Coun-
. ell (PMAC) collectively known as the Dergue; formall-¥ established . 

Sept. 12, 1974 and violently reorganized since then; fIrst two Dergue 
ChaIrmen assassinated. Present ChaIrman, Lt. Col. Menglstu Halle 
Mariam, heads a 32 man Central CommIttee responslbl~ for policy 
Implementation, taxation, and a 16 man ExecutIve or ~tandlng CommIttee 
with most of real power: pol Itlcal Izatlon, armed for¢es, InformatIon, 
and approval of Dergue decisIons. In additIon, a 4p man CIvIlian 
Advisory Board charged with making politIcal recomm~ndatlons. , 

Despite considerable political opposItIon and frequent reports . 
of mass detentions and klll·lngs, Dei-gue's avowed obJiilctlve Is national 
unity. No tlmet~ble announced for new co~stltutlo~~r electIons, 
If any to be held at all. 

ProvInces 

EthIopIa dIvIded Into 14 admInIstratIve provinces: Arussl, Bale, 
Begemdlr, ErItrea, Gemu-Goffa, GoJam, Hararghe, Illubabor,.Kefa, 
Shoa, Sidamo, TIgre, Wolega, and Wollo. Dergue adminIstration also 
extends to 87 sub-provInces (awraJas') and 391 dlstrh:;ts (woredas). 

PolItIcal OpposItion Groups 

PolItIcal opposItion to Dergue widespread, often vIolent. Among 
the most promInent dIssIdent groups are: 

EDU - EthIopian Democratic UnIon, a rightIst group founded In 
1975; objectIve to establish a constItutional democracy; 
strongest In Tigre, Begemdlr, GoJam provinces. 

EPRP - EthIopIan People's Revolutionary Party, ~ leftIst group 
popula~ among students, labor unIons In Tigre and southern 
provinces; Most victIms of Dergue crackpown In 1978 re
portedly EPRP members. 

TPLF - Tigre People's Liberation Front, reporteRly has 2,000 men 
In arms. 
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ELF - Erltrean Liberation Front, founded In 1Qp1 as first oppo
sition group In Erltrean struggle; predominantly Moslem. 

EPLF - Erltrean People's Liberation Front, most radical of Inde
pendence groups In Eritrea; bitter and violent rivals of 
ELF •. Until recently, controlled (with ~~F) most of 
Eritrea except for Assab, Asmara, and Mq~sawa. 

WSLF - Western Somali Liberation Front, primary opposition In 
()gaden conti Ict •. Despite recent setback.~' stili a strong 
presence I·n Hararghe province, especially around trian
gular area for-med by· Dire Dawa, Harar, ~Od JlgJlga. 

Armed Con f I I cts 

Two major armed conflicts have occupied much of Dergue's decl
slon-maklng time, and drained precious reserves fro~ Ethiopian econ-
omy. They are: . 

Ogaden - a conflict whose central Issue Is the territorial (nation-
al) status of the ()gaden region In what ··Is presently 

Ethiopia's Hararghe province. Republic Qf Somalia fight
Ing to annex the ()gaden (among other dlsRuted areas). 
After major defeats In March 1978, regular Somal I troops 
withdrawn, leaving WSLF to continue struQgle. Present 
military advantage lies with Cuban/Russian-aided Dergue 
troops; WSLF forces remain In Bale provlqce and In the 
Chercher and Arussl mountains. 

Eritrea -·a former Italian colony federated to Etnlopla In 1962. 
Separat I st groups argue that Er Itrean. w~r I s longest on
going "anti-colonial" struggle In contemp.orary African 
history. Dergue denies Erltrean "00101)\"111" status, 
arguing that Eritrea always culturallY/~·lstorlcally part 
of Ethiopia. . 

Other provinces In which serious 
administrative control questJonabie: 
Bale. 
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1978 ~ Conflicts Status 

After sizeable military setbacks In 1977, DergMe forces defeated 
Somali Army regulars In March 1978, ending regular ggaden war; Somali 
forces withdrawn from direct WSLF support. With marrt forces now 
turned toward Eritrea, Dergue troops reopened roads to Asmara and 
Tessenal In June 1978. By August, Dergue forces haR retaken nearly 
all towns In Eritrea. Overall political/military PQ~ltlon of Dergue 
greatly strengthened since 1977; aided by unsuccessf~1 attempts at 
unification by ELF, EPLF In any Jo!~t military ventijres. In addition, 
Addis Ababa/Djibouti railroad reopened" However, concern remains over 
econom Ic effect of heaVY ,weapons purchases from RUliii!a on a'i ready 
soaring Inflation rate. ' 

Key Political Figures (Februa~y 1980) 

Chairman of the Provisional Military 
Administrative COuncll •••••••••••••••••••• Menglstu Hal Ie-Mariam, 

Lt. Col, 
Secretary-General of the Provisional 

Military Administrative COuncll •••••••• Flkre-Selassle 
wodgeress, Capt. 

Senior Minister Without Portfollo ••••••••• Flsseha, p~sta, Lt. Col. 
Min. of Agriculture •••.••••••••••••••••.•• Geremew, Qebele, Dr. 
Min. of Coffee & Tea Development •••••••••• Yehuwalashet Glrma, Cdr. 
Min. of Communications & Transport •••••••• Yusuf Ahmed 
Min. of Culture, Sports & Youth Affalrs ••• Tesfaye Shewayeh 
Min. of Defense ....•••.••••••••••.•••••••• Tesfaye G9Rre-Kldan, 

Brig. G~n. 
Min. of Domestic Trade •••••••••••••••••••• Ashagre Ylqletu 
Min. of Education & Fine Arts ••••••••••••• Goshu Wolde, Lt. Col. 
Min. of Flnance •.••••••••••••••••.•••••••• Teferra WQlde-Semaylt 
Min. of Foreign Affalrs ••••••••••••••••••• Felleke GeQle-Glorgls 
Min. of Foreign Trade ••••••••••••••••••••• Wollle Che~ol 
Min. of Health ........•••••••...•..•.••••• Tefera Wonde, Dr. 
MIn. of Industry .•••••••.••••••••.•••••••• Tesfaye OInka 
Min. of Information & Natl. Guldance •••••• Glrma Yllmp, Maj. 
MIn. of Intertor .••••••••••••••••.•••••••• Taye Ttlan~n, Brig. Gen. 
Min. of Labor & Social Affalrs •••••••••••• Kassa Kebede 
Min. of Law & Justlce ••••••••••••••••••••• Zegeye Asf~w 
Min. of Mines, Energy & Water Resources ••• Tedesse ~pre-Kldan 
Min. of PublIc & NatIonal Securlty •••••••• Tesfaye W~tde-Selassle, Col. 
Min. of State Farms ••.•••••••••••.•••••••• Hatlu Sha~i , 
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Min. of Urban Development & Houslng ••••••• Tekeze Shoa-Aytartfesu 
Min. Secretary of the Council of 

Mtnlsters ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Hatlu Yem~nu 
Chief Political Adviser In the Office 

of the Provisional Military 
Administrative Council Chalrman •••••••• Mlkael Imr~ 

Commissioner for Chlldren ••••••••••••••••• Wolde Kld~n, Capt. 
Corrm I ss loner for Drought Re II ef & . 

Rehabllltatlon ......................... Shlmeles AQugna 
Corrmlsstoner for Higher Educatlon ••••••••• Tekele-Mlk~el AS5efa 
Corrml5sIoner of Penslons •••••••••••••••••• Araya EQ4RF-Egzl 
Corrml551oner of Plannlng· .................. Taye Work!! 
Corrml55lo~er of Public Servlce •••••••••••• Kltle Hae~~ 
Corrm 1'551 oner of Toud sm and Hote Is ........ Abebe Wor:;l$M 
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~'Dlsaster Plan 

Relief and Rehab I I Itatlon Commission (RRC~ estapllshed In 1974. 
Deta II s of Corrm I ss I on hierarchy and staff I ng not ava'( I ab I e a I though 
considerable Improvement Indicated In scope and effl~lency of overal I 
disaster relief program, especially In response to r~newed drought, 
recent locust plague; new feeder roads Insure suppll~s to previously' 
Inaccesslb.le areas, particularly In Wollo, Tigre pro'(lnces~ RRC re
pons I b I'e for coord I nat I on, direct I on of a II d I sastar re I I af opera
tlons. 

us ~ Components 

US Mission Disaster Plan' prepared In 1975 and QO file at Office 
of Forel gn D1.saster Ass I stance, State Department, W,!~h I ngton, D.C. 

US Contact 

Mission Disaster Relief Officer Is Mr. George McCloskey, acting 
AID Mission Director, Addis Ababa. 

~ Contacts 

Shimel Is Adugna, Chief Commissioner, Relief anq Rehab I I Itatlon 
Commission. Address: PO Box 5686, Addis Ababa. Tel: 15 30 11. 
Cable: REHAB. 

Red Cross 

No disaster plan, but active In recent drought relief. Ethio
pian Red Cross Society operates clinics In Glmbe, Amba Mariam, AJbar, 
Aesm, Gazo Belay, Estarph, Kon, Tsehay, and Mewcha. Clinics to open 
soon In Kul Mesk, Chew' Kutlr, Kola Mldlr, Ayna. However, stocks 
presently eXhausted; shortage of medicine, food, blankets, clothing, 
and tents. ' 
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Address: Ethiopian Red Cross Society 
Ras 'Desta Damtew Ave. 
PO Box 195 
Addis Ababa. Cable: EthI ocross 
Tel: 444591 

VOluntary Agencies 

CRS: Off Africa Avenue, P.O.B. 6592 Addis Abab~ 
'Cable: CathweH Addis Ababa. Tel: 1551M8 

LWF: POB 40132, Addis Ababa. Telex: 21168 
Intersur Addis Ababa. Tel: 158927. Cable: 
Luthserve. Progranrne: Re I I ef, Rehab I I t~t I.on 

OXFAM: POB 2333, Addis Ababa. Telex: 21073 
Addis Ababa. Tel: 158598 

WCC: Ethiopian Orthodox Church, PCB 503, Addis Ababa. 
Tel: '16524 ' 

Other 

UNDP: 

storage 

Regional Telecomm. B'ulldlng, Churchill 
Addis Ababa. Cable: UNDEVPRO. Tel: 
Telex: 976 21039 

Rd. 
448- 075 • 

Storage capacity of al I State Farms grossly Insufficient; for 
estimated 80,000 MT grain production In 1975/76, only 25,000 MT stor
age available. Major new project now underway to I~crease storage 
capacity to 350,000 MT at 20 locations over next four years Including 
the fol lowing additional target Increases: Dessle (10,000 MTl, Makele 
(10,000 MTl, Dire Dawa (10,000 MTl, Shashamene (5,000 MTl, Addis Ababa 
(15,000 MTl. Agricultural Marketing Corporation now constructing ad
ditional 25,000 MT of storage facilities of Its own; 20,000 MT In 
Addis Ababa, and 5,000 MT In Debre Zeit. (See follo'(llng charts>'. 
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Storage Capacity (MT) 
Agricultural MarketIng COrporation 

PrIvate (Incl. 
NJC Rented) 

Owned Rented State Farms Storage - -
Aru's sI 8,000 

Bale 

Begemdlr 300 1,000 

Eritrea 1,000 6,000 145,000 

Gemu Gofa 3,600(cotton) 

GoJam 3,000 

Hararghe 1,050 3,500 

Keffa 1,000 3,000 

III ubabor 1,000 100 

Shoa 25,200 37,500 5,000 360,000 

Sidamo 10,000 

TIgre 1,000 

Wol ega 1,000 

Wollo 1,500 5,000 (repair) 20,000 

33,00011 45,600 32,6502/ 532,5003/ 

Source: EGC. Eurbanks, MOA and Mission Estimates. January 21, 1977 

1/ of which 51105 29,00 MT 
2/ of which for grain 25,000 MT 
3/ of which AMC rented storage 45,000 MT 
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Major Grain Mills 

(1975 ) 

Name Maximum Processing StQrage Capacity 
Nationalized Location Capacity iMI~ (In ill 

(a) (Ministry of 
Conmerce, 
Industry & 
Tourism) 

Ka II Food 
Products Addis Ababa 15,000 10,000 

A. Mlhos & 
Co. Addis Ababa 21,600 2,000 
Adowa Flour 
Mills (EGC) Akakl 12,480 

National 
Flour Mill Addis Ababa 30,000 2,800 
& Debre Zett 
Flour Mills 

A. MI hos Flour -I 
Mill s Dire Dawa- 9,000 2,000 f 

Red Sea Flour 
Mill s Asmara 14,300 500 

(rented) 

Sub-Total 102,380 17,300 

(b) Private 

Astron 
Brothers Addis Ababa 28,800 N.A. 

Ho I eta Flour 
Mills Holeta 2,160 N.A. 

Abate Flour 
Mill s Addis Ababa 5,475 N.A. 

Akakl Flour 
Mills Akakl 6,500 N.A. 
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Nazareth Fl.our 
MIll s Nazreth 14.400 N.A. 

Mac:;htnazlom 
ErItrea Asmara 1,820 N.A. 

Sub-Total 59.155 

Total (a & b) 161,535 17 ,300 

December 17. 1975 

1973 Drought 

PrecIse InformatIon unobtaInable but EthIopIan NutrItIon InstI
tute estImates Wollo provInce death toll at between 107,000 and 
105,000; possibly 30% of Afars dIed; livestock losses among nomads 
extremely hIgh. 

EthIopIa stIli not recovered from 1973 drought/famine. Relief 
and Rehabilitation Commlsssion (RRC) reported In Ap~l I 1976. 80% 
livestock losses In southern regIons durIng drought; 100.000 people 
In relIef centers in the Ogaden, 200.000 - 300.000 received relief 
graIn In lowland Bale and Sldamo provInces; total of 1,0'00.000 re
ceIved rei lef ald. By Jan 1977. RRC dIstrIbuting emergency food 
supplIes to 700.000 peasants In Wollo and TIgre provlnces. 

1978 Drought Status 

As of Aug 1978. Wollo. TIgre. and ErItrea provinces sufferIng 
from renewed drought; araa west of Addls-Asmara hlgqWay In Wollo 
province. especially hard hit. Same area Invaded by locusts; wide
spread damage to crops reported, especIally In north~est Hararghe. 
Wollo. and southeast TIgre provInces. as well as In the areas of 
Makal Ie, Dessle, and Shewa. By June 1978. 1,500.000 people receIvIng 
emergency food aId; total may reach 2 mIllIon. In aqdltlon. confIrmed 
cases of ergotIsm IncreasIng. In Dec. 1978. 10;000 people from Wol 10 
Province were resettled. maInly In northern,Ogaden rfilglon •. As many 
as 250.000 are facing starvation In Wollo and Tigre provInces. (See 
AgrIculture) • 
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Population 

In the absence of any national census, 1978 Ethiopian population 
estimates range between 29.8 ml I lion (CIA) and 3,1.9 mil I Ion (uS Census 
Bureau); 90% live In rural areas. Average annual grpwth rate 2.5%; 
urban growth rate 6.6%. Age structure typical of otrer developing 
countries; large proportion of children and adults, ~mall proportion 
of m I dd I e-aged and e I derJ y; 56% under 19 years of a!il~' However, more 
females than males In urQan population whloh Is un4§~al for an African 
country. LIteracy rate estimated at 7%. ' 

Distribution of Population 

248 towns but only 2 with a population over 10Q,OOO: Addis Ababa 
and Asmara (45% of urban population). Most live In temperate highland 
areas; average country-wide denSity 21.1 per sq,km. Urban labor 
force estimated at 1;3 million with 5-10% of latter 'unemployed; 2/3rds 
of those under 25. ' 

Refugees 

In 1976 more Ethiopians became refugees than at any other time 
since the Ital Ian War. By Jan 1977, as many as 200,000 were living 
In Sudan, Including 120,000 Erltreans; thousands more thought to be 
In Kenya, Djibouti and Somalia. Drought, famine anq civil strife 
were main causes of exodus In August 1976. Relief ~nd Rehab I I Itatlon 
Commission undertook resettlement of 70,000 former opmads affected 
by drought In Ogaden to newly-Irrigated agrlcultur'l'j, land near Wabe 
Shebelle River In Hararghe province; official report~ claim great 
success. 

Urban/Rural 

l21i Population ('000) 

Province Total Rural - Urban - Dens I ty/km2 

Arussl 892.7 833.1 59.6 38.0 
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Urban/Rural (cont'dl 

Province 

Bale 
Begemdlr 
Eritrea 
Gemu Goffa 
GoJam 
Har.arghe 
III ubabor 
Kefa 
Shoa 
Sidamo 
Tigre 
Wotega 
Wollo 

Total 

Provinces/Towns' 

Arussl 

Asse,l a 
Dera 
Huruta 
Rob I 
Tlcho 

Bale 

Adaba 
Glnlr 
Rob I 

Begemdtr 

Addis Zemen 
Dabat 

Total 

739.6 
1,418.7 
2,070.1 

730.7 
1,829.6 
3~51 0.0 

719.4 
1,768.7 
5,712.1 
2,595.6 
1,916.6 
1,326.8 
2,570.2 

27~800.8 

22,100 
2,710 
5,860 
4,890 
3,330 

3,800 
5,840 
2,720 

6,720 
6,550 

Rural Urban Denslty/km2 

707.8 31.8 5.9 
1,311.7 107.0 19.1 
1,590.5 479.6 1'7.6 

689.0 41.7 18.5 
1,722.8 106.8 29.7 
3,306.2 203.8 13.5 

689.0 30.4 15.2 
1,680.4 88.3 32.4 
4,343.1 1,369.0 66.9 
2,442.2 153.4 22.1 
1,761 .6 155.0 29.1 
1,262.7 64.1 18.6 
2,440.0 130.2 32.4 

24,780.1 3,020.7 22.8 

1974 Estimate 

BokoJ I 2,770 
Gubessa 3,150 
Kofele 3,690 
Sire (Felege ~~rhan) 4,410 
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Dodola 
Goba 

Azezo 
De~ar~ 

6,660 

4,110 
15,650 

12,960 
6,710 
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Begemdlr (cont'dl 

Debre Tabor 10,600 Gondar 43,040 
Istle 3,310 Kol a Dlba 6,010 
Nefas Mewchi3 2,820 Setlt 4,530 
Wer-eta 4,810 

Eritrea 

Adl Keyeh 6,280 Adl Kwala 9,400 
Ad I Ugr I 15,920 Agordat 21,160 
Assab 20,060 Asmara 285,860 
Debarwa 3,080 Oekemhare 13,070 

, , Dekeshehay 3,590 Ernba Derho 6,510 
, G-l nda 5,980 Hlmblrtl 4,540 

, Hlrglgo 4,220 Keren 27,370 ( 
I Massawa 23,880 Quazen 4,770 
" Senafe 4,000 Teseney -11 .. 020 

//' Tsaeda Krlstlan 4,050 Tseazega 4,870 

Gemu Goffa , 

Arba MInch 8,790 Bake 10,400 
Bulkl 2,650 ChEmcha 2,650 
Felege Neway 3,680 Gldole 6,990 
Jlnka 4,530 

GoJam 

Adet 3,560 Bahr Dar 29,490 
Bure 7,440 Debre Markos 33,730 
Dangla 5,960 DeJen 4,700 
DembechC) 3,290 Elyas 4,410 
Fenote Selam 6,690 Merto I e Mar I am 3,730 
Motta 3,800 

Hararghe 

Alem Maya 6,320 Asbe Teferl 12,690 
Bedeno 3,440 Bedesa 4,880 
Deder 5,330 01 re Dawa 72,860 
Dodo I a 4,050 Fugnan Blra 7,360 
Gelemso 5,110 Glrawa 3,400 
Gota 4,850 Harar 53,560 
Hlrna 5,770 Jljlga 9,730 
Merka Rafu 4,440 
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Illubabor 

Buno, Bedele 3,190 Debele 3,100 
Gambella 2,590 Gore 10,410 
Mattu 7,820 Tobba 3,210 & 

Kefa 

Ag,aro 16,8~0 Bonga 7,000 
Jlnma 52,420 MI zan Tefer I 4,630 
Sintu (Llmu Genet) 3,930 Waka 3,500 

Shoa 

Addis Ababa 1,046,260 ACId I 5 Al.em 6,660 . 
Akakl 23,120 Alaba Kulto 5,820 
Alem Gena 3,820 Ankober 2,500 
Bako 5,220 ButaJlra 8,060 
Debre Be'rhan 20,740 Debre Sina 5,350 
Debre Zeit 34,420 Enware 3,380 
Fiche 14,830 Gebre Guracha 4,450 
Gedo 4,730 Gefersa 3,960 
Genet (Hoi eta) 8,130 Ghlnchl 4,710 
Gh Ion (Wol 1550) 15,310 Guder. ~,040 
Hagere Hlwet (Ambo) 12,790 Hosana 10,280 
Karakore 3,870 Mekl 4,550 
Mojo 6,360 Nazret 50,550 
Negele 5,400 Rob I 5,550 
Sebeta 4,670 Shashemane 16,070 
Sheboka 3,130 Sheno 2,860 
TU'lu Bolo 3~250 Welenchltl 5,760 
Welencoml 3,530 Wei kite 4,880 

Sidamo 

Agere Mar I am 5,590 Agere Selam 5,400 
Aleta Wondo 10,510 Awassa (Tabor) 19,550 
Bule 2,590 Dilia 17 ,320 
Hldl lola 2,930 Klbre Menglst 10,140 
Leku 5,940 Moyalle 5,260 
Negele 10,660 Odo shaklso 3,380 
Sodo 14,890 Wenago 3,680 
Wendo 6,600 YabEillo 4,540 

Tigre 

Abl Addl 7,710 Adl Abbo 7,790 
Adl Grat 11,600 Adl Shaho 3,230 
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Ttgre (contI dl 

Adt Sheno 3,320 Adwa 20,450 
Axum 15,910 Chercher 3,360 
Hauzen' 3,520 ·Inda Baguna 3,430 
Inda Setasste 9,870 Inttcho 2,780 
Korbete 2,710 Maychew 9,440 
MekelEl 34,290 Qutha 3,290 
Seleklaka 4,700 Wukro 7,610 

Wolega 

ArJo 3,740 Dembt 00110 9,340 
Enago 3,240 Ghtmbt 10.18'0 
Le~emt 21,260 Mendt 3,470 
NeJo 4,650 Shambu 5,61'0 
Stre 2,580 

Wollo 

Alamata 6,660 Batt 9,570 
Dessle 54,910 Haulk 4,030 
Kobo 9,490 Kombolcha 6,410 
Korem 6,410 Sekota 13,620 
Wuchale 3,600 Woldtya 11 ,810 
Werell u 4,150 
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Hea Ith 

Despite absence of comprehensive morbldlty/mortllllty data-, safe 
t6 conclude that the most conmon dl'seases In Ethiopia are Infectious, 
particularly gastro-Intestlnal and respiratory; 50-aQ% communicable. 

Dergue principal provider of health care via MInistry of Health 
(MOH) with recent emphasiS placed on prevention, envlronmentaI serv
Ices; 1/4 of budget goes to malaria eradication. E~9h provInce has 
a Provincial Health Dept. headed by a Health Offlcerl service decen
tr a I I zed with hea I th centers I n I arger towns and hEli'! rth posts I n the 
smal lest vii lages. Health centers considered Inad~qHate; chronic 
shortage of facilities, equipment. In an effort to 'reduce flow of 
poor patients to Addis Ababa's St. Paul's Hospital tprevlously only 
provider of free health care), MOH announced In Jan~~ry 1977 that 
free medical care available to all needy people In iilt"1 hospl.tals and 
cUnlcs. - ': 

Summary·of Disease ~ 

Malaria - measured by epidemic potential anp economIc burden, 
malarIa most serious disease proqlem. One-half of 
populetlon lives In malarla-preva!ent areas; ende
_Ic fran sea level to 5,000', eSPElclally In Ogaden 
area and low lands border I ng Sudan-, Severa I m I I I Ion 
are Infected (some estimate 60% pf population); 
seasonal outbreaks along Blue NI!~, Jlla, and Baro 
Rivers; peak Incidence In October' and November. 

Tuberculosis - second most serious health problero; 30-40% of popu
latlpn Infected. Incidence varle~ by province; 
3% for eastern regions, 5% for Og~den area; also 
prevalent In Hararghe and Kefa provinces, and In 
Addis Ababa. Crowded, wlndowlesl{houslng, poor 
hygiene main causes. 

Venereal Disease - extremely high Incidence (75%) ampng adult popu
lation; rural and urban IncldencEl~ equal. 
150,000 to 200,000 new syphll Is c~ses every year. 

Leprosy - estimated prevalence of 10-15% per 1,000; total 
of 200,000 Infected. Irregularl.y' distributed; 
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concentrated In centril I prov I nce!! at e I evat,1 ons 
over 6,000'; common In Hararghe, GoJam provinces. 

Schistosomiasis -, diffusely endemic In several regions but data 
scarce. Areas of high prevalence Include north
ern lowlanQs. Begemdlr province, northern hlgh-

, lands, and' western border lands. J1owever, I n
fectlons reported In al I areas expept Gemu Goffa, 
III ubabor prov I nces. 

Trachoma - average active rate among adults ?O%. High prev
a I ence In Gondar area In Begemd I r-', prov I nce (90%), 
and In Dese In Wollo province (~Qf). 

Smallpox - decreasing In Incidence since 19~P's but In 1971, 
55% of all world's cases In Ethiopia; Incidence 
ranged from 55 per 1,000 Inhablt~~ts In Arussl 
province to 459 per 1,000 Inhabl¢~nts In Illubabor 
province. Continued reductions Tprough 1976 with 
915 cases reported; outbreaks mal~ly'among Somal I 
nomads roaming drought-affected Ogaden. No cases 
as of ,1978. 

Typhus - Incidence peaks In November, alt~ough data 
especially scarce. 

RelapSing Fever - one of few countries where relapsing fever endo
epidemic; of 5,000 cases reported In 1969, 90% 
In Ethiopia; 40% mortality rate If untreated. En
demic In all provinces especially at higher eleva
tions. Louse-borne form In, Hlg~ Plateau, Eritrea 
province; tick-borne form In lowlands. 

Yellow Fever - major outbreak (30,000 deaths) Iq 1962, but none 
since. Typical yel low fever areRs surroundeo by 
banana (ensete) plantations. 

Others: parasJtlc Infections Including cholera, typhoid, 
paraty'phold, amoebiasis, respiratory diseases 
widespread among all age groups; rabies believed 
widely prevalent. 
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~ MedIcIne 

Uvulectomies, gum cutting, extraction of Infant!s back teeth to 
treat diarrhea stili cammon practices. Most popular folk medicine 
Is butter; Infants often given rancid butter (older the better) 
through mouth or nose; also applied to umbilical cor~ wound causing 
fatal tetanus neonatorum. Other popular beliefs: supllght harmful 
to babies (leads to rickets); best cure for syphllls·to have many 
sexual partners. .• 

National Vital Statistics 
~ -.=..:..;::.:..:..:::.:..:..::~ 

BIrth Rate: 45-52 lIve blrths/l,OOO populatlop (1974 est) 

Death Rate: 20-26/1,000 population (1974 est) 

Infant· Mortality: 181 deaths under 1 yr/l,OOO live births (1972) 

LI fe Expectancy~: 40 years at ,b I rth (1972) 

Health Services 

Present 5-Year Plan calls for construction of §DO new health sta
tions, 50 health centers, and 5 rural hospitals (70 'peds each) by 
1978*. Health stations equipped only ,for examlnatlQP, limited dis
pensing and treatment; 450 In place by 1975, 350 new ones bul It In 
1976. 

* Note: Many health stations, health centers In Bale, Hararghe, 
and S I damo prov rnces heav II y damaged QY fight I ng In 
Ogaaen region. Loss of health personnel also substan-
tial. ' 

23 



Health' Facilities 

1972 
Administrative Health 

Region Hospitals Beds C.llnlcs Centers 

Arussl 3 130 27 4 
Bale 1 23 14 2 
Begemdlr 2 217 33 10 
Eritrea 17 2,240 117 5 
Gemu Goffa .2 73 :21 4 
GoJam 3 232 37 7 
Hararghe 10 855 55 8 
Illubabor 2 70 15 6 
Kefa 3 227 24 6 
Shoa 12 533 81 12 
Addls.Ababa . 13 2,664 60 
Sidamo 5 417 .47 5 
Tigre 4 243 41 7 
Wol ega 4 285 37 6 
.Wollo 4 206 40 11 

Total 85 8,415 p49 93 

HospJtals 

Support Rate Per 
Province Capitol Hospitals Agenpt Beds -;0,000 

Addis Ababa: Addl s Ababa Mane I I k I I Hosp I ta I MPtJ 400 
Ras Desta Hospital MPIt 74 
Princess Tsehal 

Memorial Hospital MRIi 150 
Ethlo-Swedlsh Pedi-

atric Hospital .MPIi 45 
Princess Zenebe Work 

Hol?pltal MPI1 250 
Infectious Diseases 

Hospital MPH 40 
Emanuel Hospital MPH 262 
Tuberculosis Hospi-

tal, St. Peter MPIi 125 
St. Paul's Hospital HSIF .400 
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Hal Ie Selassle 
HospItal HSIF 200 

Gandl MemorIal 
HospItal HSIF 60 

Army Hosp I ta I MD 148 
Bodyguard HospItal MD 150 
Pol Ice HospItal MI 100 
DeJazmach Balcha 

HospItal USSIl 100 
Empress Zewedttu 

HospItal 7th PIlY 207 
A!:J ' l! 

Oiledela ClInIc Prly~te 7 
2,718 41.8 

Arussl Asela Asela (Under Con-
structIon) SM 60 

BekoJe 10 
70 0.6 

Bale Gob a Goba (PI anned) (70) (4.3) 

Begemdlr Gondar Gondar (Planned) 250 
Debre Tabor (Planned) 237 

487 2.1 

Eritrea Asmara Asmara 
Itegue Mennen Hosplt~~ 1,116 1.54 
Halle Selassle I 

OphthalmIc Centre 120 
Mental HospItal 154 
PrIson InfIrmary 63 

Mltslwa 
Halle Selassle 

Hosp Ital 395 
Assab 

Clyll HospItal 60 
Keren 

Clyl I HospItal 110 
Agordet 

Cly 1I HospItal 106 
Teseney 

Clyrt Hosp Ital 52 
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Barentu 
Clv II Hosp Ital 28 

Ud.1 Ugr I 
CIvIl J-\pspltal 155 

Adl Kaylh 
CIvil HospItal 85 

Dekemhare 
InfIrmary 6 

2,450 15.4 

Gemu Goffa Arba MInch Chenche (Under Con-
. structlon) 60 

Gldole <Under Con-
structIon) NI1 50 

110 1.3 

GoJam Debre Debre Markos Mf~ 50 
Markos 

Bahlr Dar MPH 120 
Flnote Sela:n (Not ' > 

yet In operatIon) MPI-j 45 
215" 1.4 

Hararghe Harar Harar 
Makonnen Ha 11 e 

Se I ass Ie Hosp (-
tal MPH 186 

Teferl Makonnen· 
TB Hosp Ita I MP.\'i 110 

Ras·Makonnen 
. , 

HospItal HSlf 106 
Army HospItal Me 30 

Blsldlmo 
LeprosarIum DAHW D,t,tj\'J 120 

DIre Dawa . '.: 

Halle Selassle I 
HospItal MPH 180 

Franco-EthIopIan 
Ra II way Hosp 1-
tal RO.· 50 

JIgJIga 
General HospItal MPI-j 75 

Asbe Tefer I 
Leul Sale Selassle 

Kebrl Dehar 
General HospItal MPIi 60 
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Kelafo 
General Hospital MPH 75 
Mission Hospital SIM 30 

Degeh Bur 
General Hospital MPH 75 

Deder 
Mission Hospital M'o1 25 

Erer oGota 
Health Center 

Hospital 0 MP.Ii 40 
1 ;262 3.7 

Illubabor Gore Gore R 40 
Metu R 60 

HiD 1.5 
Kefa Jlmna Jlnma " 200 2.9 

Shoa AddIs Ababa Debre Blrhan 
General Hospital MPH 80 

Debre Zeyt 
o General HospItal MPH 50 

Agere Hlywet 
Door Of LI fe BM 0 40 

Nazaret 
Haoll e Mar 1 am Mamo 
Memorial HospItal MM 80 

Lemo 
MissIon Hospital SIM 30 

Shashemene 
MIssIon HospItal SIM 100 

WonJ I 
General HospItal SE 480 1.4 

Sidamo Ylrga Alem Ylrga Alem, Negele, 
Soda Dlala M ~OO 

Adola MIN~ 60 

TIgre Mekele Mekele R 80 
Adlgrat R 35 
Adwao R 80 
Selekleka <Under Con-

structlof1) M 
195 0.8 
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Wolega Ne kein pte Nekempte MIN 120 
Glmb M '60 
Alra ~ 50 
Oem I Dolo M 50 

280 2.0 

Wollo Dese Dese 120 
Dese M 40 
Wol deya' /J1 40 
Chefa (Farm) 15 

215 1.7 

Total 8,882 3.7 

* Prince Makonnen Duke of .Harar Memorial Hosp!m~1 with 500.beds 
yet operat I ona I • 

Key: 

not Included. Not 

BM •••••••••• Baptlst Mission . 
·DAHW •••••••••• German Leprosy Relief ASSOCiation 
HSIF .••••••••• Halle Selassle I Foundation 

M •••••••••• Mfssfons 
MD •••••••••• Mlnlstry of Defense 
MI .......... Mlnlstry of Interior 

MINB •••.•••••• Mlnlstry of Mines and state Dom~ln 
MM •••••••••• Mennonlte Mission 

MPH •••••••••• Mtnlstry of Public Health 
R •••••••••• Government 

RC .••••••••• Rallway Company 
SE •••••••••• Sugar Estate 

SIM •••••••••• Sudan Interior Mission 
SM ........... Swed I sh Miss I on 

USSR ........... Sov I et Un Ion 
7th Day Adv •••••••••• 7th Day Adventist Mission 
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Other Health Facilities --

Arussl 

Bale 

Begemdlr 

Eritrea 

Other 
HeaTTh Facilities 

BeloJe 10 

Tlbela SM 
(Leprosy Village): 

Gemu Goffa 

GoJam 

'-, ... , " School 
Health ' SMppo~t Health Health 
<::enters A enc, ' Statn , ,services 

" , ' , ." , , ' 

Asela R+M \ .\.~ 15'" : .' ",'( ,: 
Tlnsa , ' '" 

.. : ; .. ,~'\~'~"': 
:~~~~' ,.:'~~ -' ..... ~, 

' .'." ~ 

Tlcho f.·". 
" '. '. "-"f~~:":" :.~ '. ' 

,,, 
, .. " 
.' " , _ • t"" 

"' • 
Glnlr R+M '10\ .. , 

3 ~ :, 

" Adl-Arkay R 1.8 '6 
Aykel FM 1 
Setlt 
Gondar 
Dabat, 
Gorgora 
Adls Zemen 
Koladuba 

Adl-Kwale 
De'kemhare , ' 
Barentu 
Nakfa ", 

Tenseney 

Arba Minch R 6 
Bul kl M 4 
Chencha 
Jlnka 

Debre Markos R 13 7 
Flnote Selam M 2 ' " 

Bahlr Dar L 8 
Dangla 
Halle Selassle 
Ber 
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Hararghe Kelafo R 42 8 
Degeh Bur M 8 
Ayshla 
Dire Dawa 
EJersa Gore 
Erer-Gota 

III utiabor Metu R LL 4 
Gambela RL 1 
Buno Bedele AA 1 
Gore, 
Tepl 

Kefa Agaro R 12 6 
MilJ I , M 7 
Benga 
Waka 
Jlma 
Mlzan Teferl 

Shoa Debre Sine 39 26 
Mu'lo M 18 
Glyon 
Feche 
Hosalna 
Mehal Mada 
Kara Kore 
Debre Zeyt 
Zlway 

Sidamo Awasa R 17 6 
K Ibre Meng I st M 
MOY,ale M 19 , 
Ylrga Alem 
Sodo 

Tigre Mekele MPH 15 6 
Aksum ' M 2 
Inda SlIase 
Ably Adl 
Maychew 
Wlkro 
Adlgrat 
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Wolega 

Wollo Dese 
( Leprosar I um) 

150/beds 

Key: 

AM ••• Amerlcan Mission 
FM ••• Falsha Mission 
L •••• Leprosy Station 
M •••• Mlsslons 

Asosa MIN 7 12 
Shembo N. 13 
Gldaml 
Nekempte 

.Oembl Dolo 
Glmbl 

Oese R 15 13 
Asayata M 15 
Lallbel a 
Sekota 
Were JI u 
Alamata 
Hayk 
Tenta 

MINB ••• Mlnlstry of Mines and state Domains 
MPH •••• Mlnlstryof Public Health 
NM ••••• Norweglan Mission 
R •••••• Govetnment 

Note: Felege Helwat Hospital opens In 1977 on shores of Lake 
Tana. 

Hea·lth Personnel 

Health officers, community nurses, sanitarians. and dressers 
bear the brunt of medical services delivery. Most Rryslclans for
eigners working In urban areas. Provincial health ~ervlces are 
organized around a community health team of middle-level personnel: 
health officer, community nurse, and sanitarian. Tr.alnlng alms to 
I ncrease the ro re of the commun I ty hea I th teams wh I Ie prov I ding for 
eventual replacement of foreign physicians with Ethiopians. Person
nel· shortage, especially MO's, will be a fact for q@pades; also need 
for retra I n I ng and up·grad I n9 personne I • 
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Urban/Rural 

Total - Capitol Rural 

Physicians 374 166 148 
Medical 
Assistants 213 29 178 

Hospital 
Nurses and' 
Midwives .892 416 359 

Dressers 4003 971 2728 
Commun ity 

Nurses 270 67 194 
Medical 

Laboratory 
Technicians 253 111 120 

Medical 
Radiological 
Technicians 89 29 46 

San i tar'i ans 241 50 176 

~ Province 

Nurses Dressers 
MD's HO's RX's SA's R C E A P --' 

Arussi 7 6 8 22 11 57 54 38 
Bale 1 6 6 9 .4 24 19 5 
Begemd ir 14 15 14 19 18 60 78 28 
Eritrea 69 12 23 25 144 14 251 133 175 
Gemu Goffa 2 6 7 8 jO 38 29 6 
Gojam 13 13 16 16 18 48 79 13 
Hararghe 28 19 17 45 13 85 122 66 
III ubabor 9 11 10 11 11 52 25 20 
Kefa 9 13 10 25 11 78 67 46 
Shoa 19 26 24 61 ~2 258 129 62 
Addis Abal:ia 167 29 87 50 416 67 316 321 334 
Sidamo 9 9 12 39 14 139. 91 73 
Tigre 9 17 16 23 20 50 91 36 
Wolega 10 14 11 38 12 112 67 42 
Wollo 8 17 1 . 15' 

8J~ 15 . 40 88 39 
Total 374 213 112 241 270 1628 1393 983 

HO ••• Health Officers R ••• Reg istered A ••• ,f.dvanced 
RX ••• Pharmacists C ••• Communlty P •••• f,ractlcal 
SA ••• Sanltarlans E ••• Elementary 
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Diet Summary 

Calorie requirements (FAO) = 2.323* as ,follows; 

Protein 
56.3g 

Fat Carbohydrate 
116.2g 261.3g 

Calcium Phosphorous 
450mg 450mg 

* Other sources 2.900 cals 

.. ...:;.. . 

NA K VitA 

other MDR calorie estimates for 'adult Ethlopl'ilr).!l placed at 2.500/ 
day; average calorie deficit 400/day. 1959 Nutrltlg~al Survey found 
malnutrition widespread. especially among Infahts.'~nlldren; PCM a 

'maJ.or factor for hospital adm'ittance In many provll1~j;ls. Vitamin A 
and C shortages manifested b'y frequency of skin le~l~ns. gum deteri
oration; vitamin A deficiency found In 10% of male~i: 3% of females; 
vitamin C deficiency affects 30% of population. I~.:~ddltlon. Iodine 
deflclences make goiter endemic; affects 2% of male~~ 9% of females. 
Overall diet high In thiamine. calc.lum. Iron; acceptable In niacin. 
protein; low In rlbof'lavln. vitamins A and C. 

Basic Foods 

Most Important' bask tood Is Injera bread; madE! most I y with teff 
(a cereal 'grain high In Iron) but a, combination of wpeat. oats. and 
sorghum also used. Teff Is stone-ground Into a fl04f and then mixed 
with water I nto a batter'; I atter seeded with yeast, '.fermented one or 
two, days. Dough Is shaped Into pancake and cooked I'll large. slightly 
concave Iron griddle over open fire;' not turned durlpg cooking but 
steamed 6 to 8 min utes. . 

Most common accompaniment to Injera Is wot (wat) or all Icha. a 
stew or thick soup resembling curry; eaten with or on Injera. Wat 
mad\;! with either peas. chickpeas. lentl Is or' potatoe? and Is often 
heavily seasoned or even hot; Ingredients depend upon availability 
of pulses. fasting requirements. regional preferences. Ingredients 
commonly added to wat: ground, red pepper. gartlc. butter or otl. 
on Ions. occass rona I I Y meat. Meat eaten by 20% of pppu I at I on more 
than once a week, 16% once a month. the rest never. Chicken a fes
tival dish but eggs seldom eaten. 
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Nomadic diet based on milk; non-nomadic population drink milk 
less than once a week. Small amounts of vegetables, even less fruit, 
al so part of overa'll Ethiopian diet. Sugar used In peverages by 50% 
of population once a week. 

Meals 

InJera and wot usually eaten at noon and evening meals. Break
fast normally light: black coffee, small amount of. jnJera, possibly 
roasted whole-grain barley kernels. Raw meat eaten BY some during 
festivals. Ab1.sh (fenugreek) widely used as baby fQo,d; made Into 
soup and given to Infants with InJara; a protein sUPRlement to teff, 
other cereals. . < 

Food and Drink ----
Cereals: most food crops on cultivated lands are cereals. Teff 

Is the preferred grain. Other cereals Include barley, 
sorghum, maize, wheat. Kollo, prepar~d from grain, 
roasted like coffee and eaten for bre~kfast, between 
meals. Maize traditionally consumeq as whole seed, 
or as spilt maize, or made Into flour to prepare other 
dishes (InJera). Much of barley and dagusa (type of 
mil let) used for brewing tal la, a local beer. 

Pulses: lentils, chick peas, field peas, bea~s, peanuts; next 
In Importance to cereals. Used primarily In making 
wot; sometimes ground before cooking, or eaten roast
ed •. Fresh green field peas often sold on stem In 
bunches. . 

Vegetables: most Ethiopians eat few vegetables with the exception 
of some onions, garlic, dried red peppers, gommen (a 
kale-like plant) potatoes, pumpkins, 'pnd tomatoes. 

Fruits: seldom eaten; cltru~, bananas, avocaqpes, grapes, cus
tard appl.es, pineapples, plums, flgs t peaches, straw
berries available. 

34 



Meat: 

Dairy: 

Fish: 

Other Foods: 

Beverages: 

Housing 

eaten occasslonal Iy; urban consumption higher than 
rural. COptic and Moslem dietary laws prohibit con
sumption of pork; affects most of population. Chicken 
favorite, animal protein source. Bee~, mutton, and 
goat also eaten. 

eggs rarely eaten, almost never In rural areas. Goat, 
camel or cow's milk has major role In diet of nomadic 
tribes. Milk production per animal ~p low, total con
sumption of dairy products well below' expectations for 
such traditionally large national her~s. Estimated 
butter consumption 1 oz/day; vegetabl@ 011 eaten In 
p I ace of b utter on fast I ng days. Sqf,t cheese a I so 
made I n many homes. : ' 

consumption limited to himedlate la~@ and river areas; 
small amounts shipped by rail from ~~ij Sea to Addis 
Ababa and Asmara. - " 

principal 01 I seeds are "neug", saffloy/er, sesame, and 
peanuts. Honey produced In many areqs; used to make 
fermented beverage called "tedJ". Cqnd Iments: cin
namon, black pepper, ginger, cloves, and a spice 
,"berbere" prepared from red pepper; 4$ed I n most 
d I shes. 

bottled beer found throughout Ethiopia; large scale 
production of tal la, tedJ and arakJ (a distil led liq
uor). Chat, though not a food, chewed for Its stim
ulant effect; also has Vitamin C and petacarotene. 
Coffee very popular; consumed heaped ~Ith sugar. 

Most common rural housing a circular, conlcal-rpofed tukul. 
Walls made of strong, upright poles set close. Oth~r poles split 
Into strips, bound horizontally to vertical ones at 2 foot Intervals; 
latticed frame. In grain-growing areas, durra stalks used Instead 
of split poles. Walls covered with clay-straw plaster (cnlcka). 
In bamboo-growing, areas, walls niade of bamboo strips woven Into 
patterns; conical roofs covered with thatched grassi some of 
corrugated Iron. Both circular and conical-shaped rgofs strong 
against wind, rain. Most tukuls: earthen floors (sewe cow dung), 
single entrance, no chimney, windows rare. Flreplac~ made with 3-5 
stones; sometimes an 011 drum placed In center; smok~ seeps out or 
escapes fran small hole'. Tukuls mostly multl-purpOliiP living, 
kitchen, storage, stable. If latter, I Ivestock sep.~rated by partition 

35 



, " 

with stable floor lower than rest of house; chicken platform also 
above entrance. Family beds elevated clay platforms against wal I; 
animal skins for bedding. Many hooks on wal Is. Mo~t families 
(especially farmers) live In compounds surrounded by. strong fences. 
Latter usually of branches and sticks, preferably thprny. Animals 
sometimes penned In a kraal, a fenced area within c~pound. 

Nomads live In collapsible, portable huts. Afqr hut cal led arl; 
acacia branches bent Into dome-shaped framework 5-6'feet hIgh, covered 
with grass mats. Cooking fire, animal storage outsjpe hut. Somali 
hut partitioned by hide or branch curtain Into two ~~ctlons; man lives 
In section nearest'door" wife In other. Thorn-scr~b enclosure marks 
extended fam II y sett lament. ',0 

Urban tukul construction varied: traditional, ~tone wal Is, wat
tle walls; two-thirds made of chlcka with corrugats,Q Iron roofs. 
Statistics from former government survey In late 19.QO's: 50-79% of 
urban population live In one room houses, 55% of urp~n residents 
have access to piped water, and 60%'of urban reslden~s without access 
to sanitary facilities; open-pit latrines or nearby fields used. 

In wake of Dergue land reform program, ownership of urban 
houses restricted to one per family, extra houses n~tlonallzed, and 
rents standardized by location, land area. Urban dwellers associ
ations (kebeles) established as counterparts to peasant associations: 
1,500 total !n 600 towns, 290 In Addis Ababa. Duties: Implement 
land reform provisions, collect rents, maintain hou~es, schools, clin
Ics and roads. Also charged with establishing market centers, coop-
erative shops~ , 
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Economic Sector Summary 

Beleaguered EThiopian economy In "TransiTion" phase beTween for
merly dominant private enTerprise and sTaTe control pf production. 
Dergue's economic policies an outgrowTh of oft-sTaTe~ poliTical phil
osophy: "EThiopian Social Ism". All national resources being brought 
under publ Ie ownership, although Dergue stll I conslqers privaTe sec
tor (domestic and foreign) Important In short-run. 'Pn January 1, 
1975, al I financial Institutions natIonalIzed. In 'rl2bruary 1975, 100 
medium and large-scale manufacTurIng fIrms also nattp,nallzed. Along 
wiTh a commission TO arbitraTe compensation, Oergue IiIstabl Ished Min
Istry of NaTional Resources Development (MNRD) to q~plde which sec
Tors (parTs) to be governmenT controlled. 

Compared to laTe 1960's, growth In mosT sector~ slowed; real GOP 
growth rate .1% In 1974/75, 2.7% In 1975/76; unable to keep pace with 
demands created by rapid population growth. As a r~sult, bOOSTing ag
ricultural output, narrowing gap' between rural/urban living standards 
given top prIority. Present per capiTa annual Income between $80-90. 
However, Incomes of agriculTural and unskilled workers generally sTag
nant while open unemploymenT Is rising, all of which poinTS TO likely 
worsenIng of Income diSTribUTion. Given dominance of agriculture In 
Ethiopian economy and low level of International Investment, problem 
of stimulating economic growth dramatic In magnitude. (See Agrlcul-
turel. . 

However, The Industrial sector (less than 10% of GOP) showed sig
nificant growth In 1975. Firms concentraTed In urban cenTers with 
Textiles, cemenT, food processing, sugar refining, beverages, Tobacco, 
leather, and shoes the major enterprises. 200 conTrolled by MNRD; In
creased outpuT of texT II es from country's 40 mill s, 50% growth of 
cotton production from estates In Awash. Valley. Et~lopla self-suffi
cienT In sugar and salt, with surpluses In each for export*. 

Despite freeze on governmenT and nationalized Industries' sala
ries (latTer sInce September 1975, former since mld-1974), InflaTion 
a major problem. All of fol lowing contribUTing causes: expenditures 
Increasing faSTer Than revenues wiTh laTter up only 15% In FY 1975, 
9% In FY 1976, as largest share of total capital spending Increases 
wenT to agriculture and road construction; neT' dom~stlc borrowing 
(mostly from banksl covers 22% of total spending; heavy miliTary 
outlays for Erltrean/Ogaden conflIcts; periodic urban graIn shortages. 
Dergue InflaTion conTrol measures Include changing currency In 1976 
to birrs at reduced exchange rates, and extensIve Tax reform measures: 
land use fees, exporT surTaxes, and greater efforts ~o collect local 
and back taxes. Unclear how'much Tax revenue col ieqted; difficulTies 
In operatlng·gatherlng system, especially In norTh. 
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Importance of foreIgn trade In Ethiopia less than In most devel
oping countries. Large subsistence agricultural sector, absence of 
substantial minerai exports contribute to few opportunities for rapid 
economIc "take-off" based on export expansion. BalC\nce of trade In 
recent years fluctuated with rise and fal I of coffee prices (major ex
port earner), and outbreaks of coffee berry disease, Overall balance 
of trade deficit for 1976/77 of $115 million less thpn expected due 
to I ncreased revenues fran coffee, shortfa II of cap rotal expend Itures. 
However, recent drop In world coffee prices potentl~1 obstacle to 
achieving any future revenue targets. Balance of p~yments position 
for 1977/78 weaker than previous year; deficit prob~ply $150 mil I Ion. 
National Bank's foreign exchange reserves down to eq~lvalent of 6 
months Imports as of June 1977; expected to stab I I !~~ with stricter 
Import controls, although recent trend of Increasl~a'dependence on 
foreign aid (loans and grants) and grain Imports se~~ as politically 
dangerous to an a,1 ready troub I ed government. '. 

1978 Prices 

Food price Increases main element In rapid urban price Increases 
In recent years; former up 50% In Addis Ababa In 1976. In January 
1978, general retail price Index for Addis Ababa shQwed Increase of 
15% compared with January 1977; highest were goods and services 
(26.3%)', transportation <17.3%), househol d Items (16.4%), food 
<.14.8%). Largest food Increases were In spIces (58.7%), meat (46.8%), 
drinks and tobacco (32.7%), cereals (17%), and fruits and vegetables 
(f 5.6%). However, bread, sa It, sugar, neug 0 n, and coffee comb I ned 
for a decrease of 12% from Jan 1977 to Jan 1978. 

GOP/GNP 

Gross Domestic 
Expenditure 

Exportsz Imports 
GOP* . 
GNP* 
National Savlngs3 
Domestic Savings 

Fiscal Year 
(In mill lonsOfBlljr) 

1973/74 1974/75 

5361.8 
827.2 

-637.8 
5551.2 
5512.7 
700.3 
738.8 
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5737.8 
683.1 

-896.4 
5524.5 
5489.4 
331.3 
366.4 

1975/761 

g100.5 
760.1 

~818. I 
6,942.5 
6,b39.8 
~33.4 
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* at current market prIces 
1. prelImInary . 
2. fIgures exclude estlmat.es of cO!!lModlty drought rElllef 
3. GNP I·ess prIvate an.d government consumptIon 

Exports 

See Agr I cu I tura·1 Exports. 

Imports 

. Year 

Commodity * 1974 1975 1916 

Petroleum (crude) 
Val ue • • • ... 
Vol ume 300.631 819.639 471.867 

Petroleum Products 
Va Ille 101.657 141.655 110.951 
Volume 99.036 42.434 44.284 

. Mach I nery & AIrcraft 
Value 83.941 76.849 127.765 
Volume 16.192 11.683 9.437 

Motor Veh I c I es 
Val ue 63.376 75.317 90.104 
Vol ume 13.024 10.516 12.517 

Chemicals 
Val ue 67.638 96.269 78•617 
Volume 99.270 58.204 75. 450 

Metals{& Manufactures) 
Value 53.765 44.928 35.824 

. Vol ume 52.834 33.129 ~9.638 
ElectrIcal MaterIals 

Val ue 25.755 30.547 35.046 
Volume 5.234 4.535 4.841 

Medical & Pharm. Prods. 
Value 16.501 22.430 19•222 
Vol ume 1.708 2.191 2.016 
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Impor'ts (cont'd) 

1974 1975 1976 

Paper (& Manufactures) 
Val ue 9.048 15.175 10.829 
Vol ume 5.640 8.720 6.636 

Food & Live Animals 
Val ue 2.258 19.749 :5.1 .565 
Volume 18.077 10.952 $0.001 

Other Prod ucts 
Value 64.872 ' 50.617 14•665 
Vol ume ... .. . ... 

Total 
Value 590.248 647.916 ~29.527 

" 

Source: Ethiopian Custcms Head Office 

~ Value 'In '000 Birr 
Volume In metric tons 
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Agricultural Sector Summary 

Agriculture dominates Ethiopian economy; agrlc41tural production 
50-55% of GOP; 85-90% of population make a living from It. However, 
lack of production Incentives a major historic/economic factor accoun
ting for markedly low levels of productivity; annual' growth rate bare
ly averages 2%. For centuries, subsistence farming ~ way of life. Op
pressive land tenure system (although abolished In 1975) Ingrained 
fears of surpluses, and has thwarted recent attempts to Increase 
yields and output; farmers stili highly suspicious qf any development 
schemes. Since World War I I, Ethiopia has moved fro~ net exporter 
of cereals, to self~sufflclency, to cereal deflclts/' with latter 
Increasing since early 1970's; usual grain deficit In Eritrea pro
vince alone estimated at 50-100,000 tons/year. Oth~r. traditional con
straints to growth of agricultural sector Include Pli'jmltlve cultiva
tion techniques (multiple plowing usually required ~tth ox-drawn 
plows), poor seed selection, minimal Integration of·,rtvestock a'nd tIl-
1age agriculture, few Inputs, lack of capital Investment, and Inade
quate transportation system. Exceptions limited to commercial farming 
In lowlands, large-scale Irrigated State Farms scattered In Highlands. 
In addtlon, severe soil erosion affecting much of cq~ntry, especially 
the northern Highlands (population 1.6 mill Ion). 

Creation of a new marketing Infrastructure via land reform pro
gram main thrust of Oergue to Improve agricultural sector'performance. 
Large commercial farms replaced by State Farms marketing their own 
output through public channels under direction of Agricultural Mar
keting COrporation (AMC). Marketing costs, however, remain high: bad 
roads, double transport, numerous title transfers In marketing chain, 
high storage losses, and lack of reliable grading are all causes. AMC 
main Instrument for Implementing Oergue marketing/price policies In 
grain trade*; responsible for distribution of fertilizers, seeds, pes
ticides, Implements. Crop Information Unit also for~ed to act as ad
vance warning system, crop forecaster. Peasant farm~r output Improved 
dramatically on some farms with Minimum Package Proaram (MPP); coordi
nates all extension, Input, .supp!y and credit servlc~s In targeted 
areas. Oergue redesigning MPP to Increase coverage. (see Land Re
form) • 

Climatic/ecological diversity allows for wide v~rlety of crops. 
Cereals, coffee, other crops accounted for 80% of gross agricultural 
output; livestock (and products) the remaining 20%. 'One-half of total 
output Is cereal grains: teff, maize, wheat, barley. Other Important 
crops: coffee, pulses, 01 I seeds, sugar, cotton. 25% of agricultural 
output marketed; coffee, sugar, 'and cotton account fp'r 35% of total, 
cereals, pulses, 01 I seeds another 30%, and I Ivestock'~O%. Total vol
ume of commercially marketed grains, 01 I seeds and p~lses 690,000 MT 
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In 1975/76. Prior to 1973-75 drought, livestock herd one of largest 
In Africa but endemic diseases, vast rangeland areas'denuded by over
grazing, and an Inadequate'market'llig system contlnuEl as major con
stralnfs to growth. 

*Note- extreme Irregularity In seasonal pattern of ~holesale prices; 
seasonal fl uctuatlons much hl.gher than yearly, ones; usually 
peak between ,June and December. 

PrOductlon* 

Year --
Crop 1975/76 1976/77 1977/78 

Foodgralns 4,647.1 4,359.9 4,'010.7 

Teft 1,182.9 1,122.4 1,190.4 
Barley 556.8 821.7 632.1 
Wheat 482.2 560.6 389.8 
Maize 1,,310.6 985.9, 887.0 
Sorgh,um 803.4 670.6 713.0 
MII'let 311.2 198.7 198.4 

Pulses 503.5 627.7 530.1 

Horse Beans 286.6 330.3 279.0 
Ch Ick' Peas 102.1 114.4 118.6 
Haricot Beans 32.3 28.2 11.0 
Field Peas 40.0 103.4 88.3 
Lehtlls 42.5 51.4 33.2 

Total 5,150.6 4,987.6 4,540.8 

* In thousand metric tons. 
Source: Ethiopian Government 

Crops/Area Planted* 

Crop Area I,n 
1975/76 -- 1976/77 1977/78 

Foodgralns 4,584 '4,364 4,675 
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Crops/Area P.lanted* (cont'd) 

Teff 1 ,721- 1,550 1,488 
Barley - 601 746 903 
Wheat 500 507 464 
Maize 728 680 896 
Sorghum 718 707 706 
Millet 316 174 218 

Pulses 662 690 644 

Horse Beans 259 266 279 
ChIck Peas 198 174 156 
Har I cot Beans 42 44 16 
Field Peas 107 139 128 
Lentl Is 56 67 65 

Total 5,246 5,054 5,319 

* In thousand hectares 
Source: EthiopIan Governmenr-

Note-: Two m I I I Ion hectares under rna I ze and sql'ghum I s another 
estImate. Largest maIze growl,ng areas \:Iv percentage are 
Shoa and Wolega provInces but grown nearly everywhere 
between elevatIons of 1500-220Om. In addItion, Eritrea, 
Wallo, and TIgre provrnces usually food defIcIt areas. 

Harvest Dates --
Crop Jan Feb Ma Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Barley * * * if * H H 
Maize H * * * H 
M'lllet H * * * H 
Sorghum H * * * if * * H 
Teft R H H H 
Wheat H * * * * * * H 
Ch Ick Peas * H H * * * 
Lent I I s * * * H H 
Coffee H H H H 
Cotton H H 

H= Ma I n Harvest 
*= PerIod of Harvest 
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Harvest Dates (cont'd) 

Note: TIgre provInce has one plantIng season 

EstImated ProductIon of Cereals, Pulses and 01 I seeds 
~ RegIon for ~"NorlTlal" ProductIon '~ear 

Cereals* 

M S/M B W T Total TP- TO -. 
Ar:-ussl 42 14 195 114 '13 378 29 27 
Bale 31 3 85 37 10 166 9 17 
Begemdlr 6 180 45 17 91 339 5i 37 
ErItrea 12 141 30 10 9 202 12 46 
GoJam 12 68 42 13 96 231 30 23 
Gemu Goffa 38 22 10 2 9 8i ~ 
Harrarghe 76 286 7 5 8 382 If 2 
III ubabor 83 Hi 3 1 17 122 8 2 
Kefa 91 17 8 3 29 148 8 
Shoa 253 105 204 146 211 919 202 31 
Sldamo 76 7 16 1 9 109 27 
TIgre 5 60 28 20 34 147 24 ~1 
Wolega 132 43 19 2 64 260 12 26 
Wollo 22 128 48 31 §l 296 50 3 

Total 879 1092 740 402 667 3780 470 235 

* M - MaIze 
S/M - Sorghum/MIl let 

B - Barley 
W - Wheat 
T - Teft 

TP - Total Pulses 
TO - Total Ollseeds 

Source: J; Dalton, ECA 
December 17, 1975 

1977/78 Status 

Two-front war and renewed drought In western Wollo, southeastern 
TIgre provInces expected to create serIous food .deflClts. 1977/78 
estImated cereal productIon below' 1976/77 levels; prgductlon for 
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1978/79 not expected to Improve. FAD estimates that total foodgraln 
deficit between June 1978 - June 1979 likely to be a minimum ot 
250,000 MT. War conditions also obstructing efforts to control recent 
locust Infestations. However, one brIght note shoulQ be mentioned. 
Coffee Research center In March 1978 reported development of a coffee 
strain resistant to berry d'isease, the traditional threat to Ethiopian 
coffee Industry. 

Exports 

Agr I cu I fure dom I nates exports, account I,ng for ~P% of tota I export 
val ue In recent years. Coffee the' leading export It~, although vol
umes declining since mid-1970's; 80,000 tons In 197~t 50,000 tons In 
1977. However, declines offset by high world prlce~l Total 1977 ex
ports reported at 654 m III Ion birr ($322 m III Ion) , 'II d,ecrease of 
$3.8 mil lion from 1976; 70% export value from coffee, 9% from pulses, 
5% from 01 I seeds, 2% from animal feed. OVerall decilne from 1976 
due to war conditions; al so I'ncreased export surtax pn producers. 
Ethiopian Grain Agency (supervisor of private trade, pol Icy advisor 
for pricing, Imports anQ storage') annoJJnced Ln Janl!~rY 1978 exports 
of 126, 840 tons .of ,pulses, 01 I seeds and animal fee~. 

Ethiopia normally an exporter of pulses and ollseeds, but volumes 
projected to decline untl I early 1·98ll's a,s state Farm's .productlon em
phasis switches to food crops. 

Exports ~ Commodity 
(Va I ue ~ '000 of Birr, Vo'l ume .!:!!. Metric Tons) 1.-

1973/1914 1974/1975 1975/1976 
Commodity Vol ume Value Volume Val,ue Volume Value -
Coffee 61,715 166,055 48,999 1'17 ,5Q8' 77,100 297,684 

Hides 
and Skins 11 ,801 58,326 8,025 37,224 7,761 42,802 ---
01 I seeds 103,814 90,.698 78,555 89,059 42,408 35,034 

Pulses 1.43,886 116,082 112,380 73,576 86,181 52,110 

LIve Animals . 10,891 12,.342 10,569 16,885 21,073 31,370 
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1973/1974 1974/1975 1975/1976 
CommodIty Volume Value Vol ume ~ Vol ume Value --
Vesetables 11,315 4,413 15,123 4,228 8,676 2,837 

Sugar 22~700 10,051 5,000 8,095 12,000 9,364 

Meat, Fresh, 
Canned, Frozen 18,325 18,325 5,121 9,894 2,717 6,804 

Cotton 6,364 15,052 4,336 26,830 403 921 

a I I seed cakes 26,838 9,704 33,897 7,124 40,076 6,256 ------
Other Food Item 
Ts.T:"T .C.O.-) - 34,332 12,352 18,364 12,58~ 14,172 6,213 

M I sce I I aneous 132,532 58,014 45,307 27,772 14,488 10,400 

Gran'd Total 669,432 . 598,776' 500,343 475,807 425,,990 538,718 ---

Imports 

AssumIng "normal" weather condItIons, graIn Import requIrements 
estimated at 100,000 MT per year untl I 1980's. However, renewed 
drought has more than doubled above estImate; 170,090 MT wheat, 
20,000 MT maIze, 25.000 MT sorghum expected to be Imported on com
mercial terms from July 1978 - AprIl 1979. (See I~Rorts In Economy 
SectIon). r 

46 



Climatic Zones 

Diverse elevations, vegetation combine to form 3 distinct environ
mental zones: cool, temperate and hot (dega, welna pega, ~nd kollo to 
Ethiopians): 

Precipitation 

(1) cool zone In central parts of western and eastern 
sections of high plateau; also In small area 
around Harar. Terrain general Iy ~bove 8,000' 
with temperature ranges from 60°F to 32°F; hottest 
months March-May. Above 10,000' rail frequently 
damages crops; frost not unusua I. - At lower e I e
vatlons, stock raising, cereal f~r.~lng practiced, 
although zone essentially mountain' grassland. 

<'2) -temperate zone most densely pOP41i;ted and agri
culturally productive; located Iq :greater por
tions of high plateau between 5;000-8,000'. 
Temperature ranges from 80°F to QO°F with great
est variations between November qnd January. 
Nights cool with a light frost cOmmon. 

(3) hot zone In areas below 5,000': Panakll Depres
sion, lowlands of Eritrea prOVince, eastern 
Ogaden, tropical valleys of Blue Nile and Takeze 
rivers, and belt along Sudan-Kenya border. ClI
mate torrid; 80°F a zonal -average with tempera
tures soaring to 120°F along ar'ld Red Sea Coast, 
and 100°F In the oQaden. 

As with climatic zones, 3 d'lstlnct rainfall patt~rns: Belg or 
short rains from February-May, Kremt or heavy rains from June-Septem
ber and Bega or scarce, dry-season rains from October-January. AI I 
three are result of fringe effect from mainly monsoQral winds from 
southern Asia. During Kremt and Belg rains, Indian '(lcean winds pre
val,l; winds from northeast across Arabian desert In dry season. Rainy 
season regarded as "winter", dry season as "summer"." Clouds over 
Central Plateau 50-70% of time. Bel9 rains often fol lowed by six 
weeks of dry, hot weather before onset of Kremt; latter frequently 
accompanied by violent electrical storms; brings 80~ of rains to 
northwest region of Central Plateau. Rains In southwest more evenly 
distributed and abundant. Humidity, precipitation decrease from south 
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to north: rains heaviest In southwest near Gore In II lubabor prov
Ince, scant In Great Rift Valley, less frequent on eastern part of 
Somali Plateau, negllgl.ble over Danakll Depression. Cool zone: 
50-70" rain per/yr •. Temperate zone: 20-60" ra'ln per/yr. Hot zone: 
average less' than 20" rain per/yr. 

Normal Monthly Rainfall In Ethiopia (mil I [meters) 
(24 synoptic stat , ons) P, 

Alti-
tude 
or-
Sta-

To .. tlon No. ~ 
J F M A M J J A S 0 N D ffl TiiiJ Years 

.-;.g . ~. 
South-West 

Gore 
38 51 111 161 252 360 367 354 365 193 130 54 2435 2000 21 
Neqempte 
11 22 54 86 232 391 379 371 253 194 131 . 15 2q9 2000 6 
Jlnma 
33 54 73 '147 151 230 226 214 188 86 52 30 1484 1750 19 
Awasa 
'15 67 ?1 97 1'18 101 143 141 104 97 30 9 945 1750 8 
Average2 ., 

24 49 77 123 188271 279 270 227 142 86 27 17!P 

North and Northwest ---
Bahr Dar 
3 1 8 24 86 177 '465 436 207 93 37 3 1513 1800 13 

Debre Markos 
19 21 53 74 80 168 318 314 211 77 28 18 13~0 2500 20 
Gondar 
3 7 22 39 80 154' 338 314 128· 57 29 13 11 &5 2000 20 

Adl Ugr I 
0 6 9 25 29 42.180 '193 47 10 18 3 562 2000 \4 

Asmara " 

1 2 11 28 41- '38 166 142 23 8 22 4 4~'7 2300 30 
Agordat 
0 0 0 6 10 28 116 125 37 6 3 0 '33r2 630. 22 

< 

Average 
4 6 17 33 54 101 264 254 109 42 23 7 Slll:i 
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Alt-
ltude 
or-
Sta- No. 

To", tlon or 1/ 
J F M A M J J A S 0 N D tal (iii) Years 

~ 

Escarpment-RIft 
Add Is Ababa 
17 32 73 95 76 116261 282 177 37 8 11 lla~' 2400 30 
Kombolcha ':"j 

28 38 77 94 49 28 279 254 119 31 22 19 10tH 1900 21 
Debre ZeIt 
8 27 36 67 38 80 223 235 118 20 7 5 ~Q~ 1850 23' 

Awash 
25 48 58 46 27 35113160 48 13 15 5 ~~f 900 15 
Meqele " .~ 

4 4 23 44 16 30 212 212 34 2 7 2 ~~Q, 2000 14 
Dire Dawa 
10 28 50 68 40 19 89 140 62 9 25 6 54p 1150 13 
Average 
15 30 53 69 41 51 196 214 93 19 14 8 Sa.:? 

Southern HIghlands 
GOba 
19 40 58 139 99 65 as 125 121 106 75 21 9!i5 2700 12 
JlgJlga 
13 34 43 105 82 61 83 132 94 54 20 10 7~Z 1650 22 
Average 
16 37 50 122 91 63 85 128 108 80 47 16 S44 

South- East, Ogaden 
Negel e 

6 9 50 193 130 10 7 8 23 158 47 14 65,4 1500 12 
Gode 
0 10 29 120 97 1 0 

Qebrldehar 
0 7 103 85 7 4~~ 600 7 

2 7 21 127 64 3 1 
Average 

12 132 67 3 440 550 16 

3 9 33 147 97 5 3 3 14 131 66 8 5'~ 
Red Sea 
GfiTn'd"8 
89 108 80 40 24 10 76 55 20 32 50 100 6!}S 860 18 
Massawa 
34 20 11 7 4 0 8 11 2 21 24 39 1 ~.1 5 30 
Assab 
8 3 2 0 0 12 7 5 1 0 9 ~~ 5 23 

49 



Rainfall (cont'd) 

Average 
44 44 31 16 9 3 32 25 9 18 25 49 305 

1/ Number of years of regular reporting at climatic ~ata (used tor 
calculation of rainfall). 

Temperature 

(Mean In Degrees Centigrade) --
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug ~ oct Nov 

Massawa 25· 25 27 29 31 33 34 34 33 30 28 
Assab 26 26 28 30 31 33 35 34 33 31 28 
Tesenel 25 27 29 32 33 31 28 26 28 29 28 
Agordat 25 25 27 30 32 31 28 27 28 30 28 
Gambela 28 30 31 30 28 27 26 26 27 27 28 
Dire Dawa 22 23 24 26 27 28 25 24 25 25 23 
Moyale 25 25 25 22 21 20 20 20 21 22 22 
Negele 20 21 21 20 19 18 18 19 19 19 19 
WenJ I 19 20 22 22 23 23 21 21 21 19 19 
Dlla 21 22 23 22 21 20 19 19 20 19 19 
Nakfa 15 16 16 18 21 23 22 22 21 17 16 
Jlma 18 19 20 20 20 19 18 19 19 19 18 
Harar 18 20 21 20 20 19 18 18 18 19 19 
Kembolche 17 18 19 21 21 22 21 29 29 18 17 
Gore 19 20 20 22 19 17 16 16 17 18 18 
Gondar 19 20 22 17 21 19 17 18 )9 19 19 
Maychew 14 15 16 18 19 20 18 18 17 15 15 
Asmara 15 16 17 18 19 19 17 17 17 16 15 
Addis Ababa 16 17 1.8 18 18 17 15 15 ·15 16 15 
Debre Markos 15 17 17 17 17 15 14 14 14 15 15 
Gob a 13 13 15 15 15 15 14 14 14 13 12 

Descending order by altitudes. (See Altitudes/Coordinates). 
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6elg Rain-Dependent Crops/Region 

Disturbances In 6elg rain pattern a major reason for calamitous 
drought betwen 1973-75. Meteorological conditions which may have 
caused said disturbances stll I persist, likely to coptlnue. Following 
provinces classified according to crop production dependence on 6elg 
'ralns*. Dependence Is defined as 6elg rain product'Jon that contri
butes more than 15% of total food supply. Least dep'endent: Eritrea, 
Tigre, Wolega, II lubabor, Kefa, GoJam, 6~gemdlr. Mo~erate (mixed) 
dependence: SldamQ, Hararghe; Wollo. Heavy depend~nce: Shoa, 6ale, 
Gemu Goffa', Aruss I • 

* Note: In many pastoral areas, 8elg rains provide most of year's 
precipitation; pastorallsts heavily dependent on 8elg rains 
for pasture growth. 

Land Forms 

Ethiopia occupies a major portion of easternmost landmass known 
as Horn of Africa. Total area of 1.2 mill Ion sq km (472,000,sq mil 
bounded In west by Sudan, In south by Kenya, In south~ast and east 
by Somal la, In northeast by Djibouti and In north by Red Sea. From 
northern apex at 180 N latitude to southern border at 30 30' north 
latitude measures 900 miles; east-west axis between 33° and 48° east 
longitude approximately same distance; Three distinct regions: 

(1) Ethiopian Plateau - a highland mass comprising most of coun
try; forms most extensive upland area of eijtlre African con
tinent. Elevations In north commonly 8,00d-9,ODO', but rise 
to 14,000' to 15,000' In higher peaks; elevations In south 
lower. Plateau has 2 distinct sub-reglonsi rugged High 
plateau bisected by Great Rift Val ley, anq ~ore level Somali 
plateau. 

(a) north of Addis Ababa, High plateau knowij as Central or 
Amhara plateau; embraces 6 of 14 provlnqes and 3 of 
most populated districts of Eritrea. Incl Inas toward 
west and northwest, then descends near ~udan border. 
Physiography varies from deep chasms to plgh mountains, 
Including Chercher, Aranna and Chelalo ranges. South 
of Addis Ababa plateau also rugged but qf lower eleva
tion; most coffee grown In this region. East and west 
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sections of High plateau mirror Images, separated by 
Great Rift Valley; both are fertl Ie areas with patches 
of forests and densely populated. 

(bl Samail plateau begins southeast of Ahmar and Mendebo 
mountain ranges. Plateau flat, arId; rBfky, sparsely 
popu I ated. I nhab I ted by nOlllad I c Sama 11/ 

(2) Great RIft Valley - mqst extensIve fault o~ earth's surface. 
Extends from Jordan Valley to Zambezl River In Mozambique, 
a total of 50° latitude. In Ethiopia, Va!l~y bordered by 
Danakll DepressIon In north. To south (at ~pproxlmately 9° 
north latitude) rift becomes deep trench slicing Central 
plateau from north to south; averages 40-6ffkm width. In 
latitude north of Addis Ababa, western wal'! of Valley turns 
north running parallel to west coast of Ar:~la, leaving wide 
plain between the escarpment and Red Sea 9~st. Latter grad
ua II y narrO\~s unt II, north of Massawa, fOQ!ip I I I s of escarp
ment almost on coast I Ine. Eastern wall of:Yalley turns east 
In latitude of Addis Ababa forming escarpm~nt looking north 
over Danakll Plains; escarpment abrupt, commanding extensIve 
view of lowlands 1,000 m below. Southern Ii'alf of Val ley 

,'dotted by I arge sa l:t and fresh water I al(es" ,Va II ey floor 
at southern border 2,000 1 above sea level; pear Addis Ababa 
6,000' above sea level. 

(3) Lowlands - rugged terrain surrounding hlgh!and mass. In 
north, Great Rift VaLley broadens Into sal !.oe Danakll Plains, 
the c[,and of the semi-nomadic Afar. Within plains, Is Danakll 
Depression: 380' belo~1 sea level In plac9!l' and,sald to be 
hottest place on earth. East of Depresslo~, Red Sea '4oun
talm;; parallel coast; elevations to 6,700' 'tn south. lI!orth 
of Depression, Danakll AI ps border a 10-15 file wide hot, 
arid, treeless coastal strip.' In west of !1;ithlopla are small, 
diverse segments of Sudan Plains. Some seq~ents are tropi
cal'lowfands; politically part of Ethiopia.:: but Inhabited by 
peop I e re I ated to Sudanese. ' 

Altitude/Coordinates 

Station 

Add I s Ababa 

Agordat 

Latitude 

9,0 N 

15.33 N 

52 

Longitude 

38.44 E 

A'ititude 
( I Ii Meters) 
-~ 

4,408 

633 

, , 
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Altitude 
Station' Lat'ltude Longitude (In Meters) 

Assab 13.01 N 43.39 E· 11 

Asmara 15.17 N 38.56 E 2,325 

Debre Markos 10.15. N 37.45 E 2,509 

011 a 6.25 N 1,600 

Dire Dawa ·9.45 N 41.47 E 1,160 

Gambela 8.15 N 34.33 E 649 

Goba 7.00 N 39.58 E 2~727 

Gondar 12.35 N 37.30 E 2~200 

Gore 8.10 N 35.34 E 2,002 

Harar 9.18 N 41.00 E 1,856 

Jlma 7.39 N 36.52 E 1,740 

Kembolcha 11 .03 N 1,903 

Mayche!'l . i2.44 N . 2~300 

MI:l-slwa 15.36 N . 38.28 E 5 

Moyale 3.32 N 39.04 E 1,200 

Nakfa 16.40 N 38.20 E 1,670 

Negele ·5.20 N 1,444 

Nekemte 9.05 N 36.39 E 2,100 

Tesenel 15.06 N 585 

WenJ I 8.31 N 39.15 E 1,500 
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Land Use 
-~ 

65% of total land area (790,000 sq km) classified as agricultural 
land: 140,000 sq km cropped or fallow, 650,000 sq km permanent 
pasture. Less than 10% of total land area under crqp's; excellent 
agricultural potential at most elevations In hlghlaqp area.' Estimated 
use of remaining land area: 18% barren desert or sw~ps, 10% 
rivers/lakes, 7% forests. 

'000 ~ Km 

1,221.9 
840.3 
137.2 
108.7 
21.2 

7.3 
• 1 

651.3 
51.8 
88.6 

172.1 
120.9 

Soil Erosion 

Percent 

100.0 
68.8 
11.2 
8.9 
1.7 

.6 
• 1 

53.3 
4.2 
7.3 

14.0 
9.9 

1971172' 

Total 
Agricultural .Land 
Cultivated Land 
Crop Land 
Fallow Land 
Fruits & Stimulants 
Meedows 
Pastures 
Swamps 
Forests . 
Barren Land & Bullt-Up.Area 
Water & Water Courses 

In densely populated areas, soil erosion sever-~; extremely seri
ous In Tigre and Eritrea provinces. Heavy seasonal· rainfall, denuding 
of natural forest cover other causes; estimated one bill Ion tons of 
topsoil (60,000 hectares l' deep) wash away annually. 

Labor/Customs 

Practice of debo (also Jege, wanfal) widespread; 10 to 40 farmers 
.provlde some major farm labor task for one d~y to Qne farmer In ex
change for food and drink; common among Oromo and A@hara. Debo tradi
tional Iy used by landlords to exploit peasahts. Pf~ctlce of dado also 
common; same as debo only It lasts for 2 months, a~ farmers work each 
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other's land In turn. Idlr another closely related custom; approxl
matel y 200 fam II I es prov I de for each other's funerals, hosp Ital bills; 
also raise money for community projects. Shlmagele leader of Idlr; 
often most respected leader In many vIllages. 

Land Reform 

MassIve land reform program In'ltlated after 1974 coup. Major 
provIsIons: 1) All land holdIngs In excess of 10 hij' taken away, 
redIstrIbuted. 2) Rent abolIshed; tenants (usually p.easants) as
signed the land they tl·11 rent-free. 3) In commun1ll"tenure areas 
of north, above changes meant little, but tradltlonM system of 
lanti lItIgatIon abolIshed, gIvIng unprecedented seC4\.lty/tenure to 
peasants. 

Dergue urging adoption of collectIve farming as base of agri
cultural productIon. CollectIve farms establlshed·on experImental 
basis for at least a decade. As a result, heavy emphasIs at pres
ent on organlz'lng peasant assocIatIons to Implement land reform pro
gram. In Its InItIal stages, upwards of 30,000 students organized 
peasant assocIatIons on basIs of 800 ha areas; latter often In dIs
regard of trad.ttlonal boundarIes, family/group ties makIng assocIa
tIon loyaltIes dIffIcult to sustain. However, by February 1977, 
24,000 assocIatIons formed wIth 6.7 millIon members, 

To date, best assessment appears to be uneven ImplementatIon 
of reform. Three general results: 11 SporadIc shortages of food 
graIn to urban areas (despIte Increased production), causing rise 
In urban food prIces; shortages prImarIly because of hIgher rural 
food consumption, on-farm stocks. 2) ShIft In traditIonal productIon 
pattern from export crops to cereal graIns. 3) EXP'lnslon of rural 
purchasing power; Increased demand for government servIces, and mass 
consumptIon Items, textIles, leatner goods, salt). (See Agrlculturel. 

RIvers 

Large, wIdely spaced perennIal rivers flow between mostly steep, 
high banks of clay and rock; often coincIde wIth walls of narrow, v
shaped valleys. Major rIver Is Blue NIle; averages 500' wIde, 3.5' 
deep. Many rIvers between 200-500' wIde and 6' deep; latter durIng 
hIgh water perIods between late July to late SeptemQer In north, and 
early June to November In south. For remainder of year, major rIvers 
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usual,ly less than 250' wide, between 3.5' and 6' deep. Wabl Shebele, 
Gamale-Dorya, and Dawa rivers h?ve Z periods of ,maximum flow: early 
May 'to mid-June, late August to I'ate November. /obsl rivers have sand 
or gravel' bottoms; some have 'stretches of boul'ders Clnd rapids. ' 

River 

Alia I 
Wab I Sheba'i e 
Gamale 
Awash 
Ono , 
Tekele' , 
Mereb 
Baro 

, Angereb' 

Lakes 

Length l!..!! KMS) 

800 
1,000 

480 
1,200 

760 
608 
440 
277 

,220 

Lakes 0 f I mportance on I y to sma I I per.centage of popu I'at I on, but 
have major economic/tourism potential.' Largest .Is l,ake Tana, 3,165 
sq km, In center of Amhara Plateau at 1,800 m altltYde; water !evel 

'minimum In May/June, maximum In September. Shores occasionally 
covered by papyrus swamps. 

Lake Abaya, 1,,160 sq km at 1,268 m, has several Islands, some 
Inhabited. Contains yellowish opaque sweet water wjth high plankton 
content. Extens I ve swamps. Dense reed and papyr,us' ~rowth on shores. 

Lake Shala. 409 sq km at 1,567 m altitude In NQrthern Rift Zone 
is saltiest. Wei I-known for Its waterbirds. 

Lake Langano. 230 sq km at 1.585 m ,sl I'ghtly b'"<lCklsh; pre'ferred 
for bath I ng. 'c 

Lake Awasa. 129 sq km at 1,708 m, and Lake Zlw~¥, 434 sq km at 
1,846 m contain sweet water. 

Lake Ablyata, 1,205 sq km, at 1.573 m asl. 

Lake Ashenge, 20 sq km, at 2.409 m asl. 

Lake Chama, '551 sq km, at 1,235 asl. 
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" 

Lake Hayk, 35 sq km, at 2,030 asl., 

Lake Koka,,250 sq km. 

Salt lakes which fluctuate greatly In area are loc~ted In eastern' 
arid lowland. 

Highlands 

The HI ghl ands cons I st mal n I y of severe I y d I sseq:ted'-'P'I a I ns, pre
cIpitous hIlls and mountains extendIng almost contlnijously' over 
western and southern parts of' country. from Sudan ~Rrder tn north, 
a belt of hills and mountaIns extends 400 m southw~p~; elevations, 
between 1,200' and 8,000 1 • In the south, hIli s an(j mountaIns ' 
dIscontinuous; trend southwest to northeast, and generall'y between 
1,300' and 11 ,000' above sea level. HIghest peak li{'south'ls 14;131' 
In the Mendebo Mountains. HIlI and mountaIn reglon~ scattered 
throughout rest of country wIth elevatIons averagIng between 1,000' 
and 10,000'; hIghest peak In country Is 15,158' In RasdaJan system, 
In northern exterIor. Round to cone-shaped crests ~nd saw-toothed 
rIdges between 500' and 5,000' above bottom of adJa~en+ vall'eys, 
passes and plains. (See Terrain). ' 

Peaks 

HeIght 
Mountain ( In Me-rers) ProvInce 

Ras Dashen 4,550 Begemdlr 
Lageda 4,532 Beg6mdlr 
Analu 4,480 Begemdlr 
Weynober 4,472 Begemdlr 
Aba Yared 4,460 Begemdlr 
Tefawalezer 4,456 Begemdlr 
Plwahlt 4,437 Begemdlr 
Meserya 4,360 Begemdlr 
Karra 4,340 Arussl 
Batu 4,307 Bale 
-Enello 4,300 Arussl 
Kola 4,300 1'10110 
Lallbela 4,276 Wallo 
Guna 4,231 Begemdlr 
Guge 4,200 Gemu GoffC! 

57 



Mountain Height 
(In Meters) 

Province 

Abune Tosef 4,190 Wollo 
Hey 4,173 Begemdlr 
Blrhan 4,154 GoJam 
Beda 4,133 Arussl 
Talo 4,100 GoJam 
Amba Ras 4,077 Begemdlr 
Kar.nl 4,070 GoJam 
.Urata 4,066 GoJam 
ChI! alo 4,036 Arussl 
Abuyemda 4,000 Shoa 
Sede 3,988 d Tigre 
Ahba F.erlt 3,975 Wollo 
Yewel 3,859 Wollo 
Kaka 3,820 Arussl 
Atse Cede I 3,819 Wollo 
Gurage 3,719 Shoa 
Woti 3,677 Shoa 
Amonewas 3,664 GoJam 
Gugu 3,623 Arussl 
Yowera 3,611 Wollo 
Oelo 3,600 Sidarno 
Asta Gomaya 3,599 Shoa 
Megezez 3,596 Shoa 
Aratmereraklr 3,577 GoJam 
Ambasel 3,567 \~olle 

Kanichl 3,500 Begemdlr 
Amba 3,485 Shea 
Berez 3,476 GoJam 
Abereha 3,468 GoJam 
Garamuleta 3,392 Hararghe 
Segede 3,355 GoJam 
Bada Pege 3,350 Shea 
Atse Faris 3,341 Begemdlr 
Fagag I 3,310 Arussl 
Liga 3,246 Begemdir 
Oagul 3,228 GoJam 
Garatlta 3,170 Hararghe 
Sabal 3,130 Hararghe 
Muktar 3,060 Hararghe 
Serlrta 3,060 Hararghe 
Chef 3,058 Gojam 
Zlkwala 2,989 Shoa 
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Seismicity 

Most of' Ethiopia subject to seismic ,activity. Greatest concen
tration of epicenters within a 200 km-wlde belt along eastern escarp
ment of Great Rift Va'lley and parallel to Addis Abab~-Asmara highway. 
Compared with rest of country, 75% of total seismic ~nergy rele?sed 
a long th I 5 zone. Most quakes tecton I c; damages h Istor I ca I I-y min I rna I • 
All qua~es dasslfled as shal'low; focal depth' betweEjO -4 and 60 km. 



TransportatIon ~ LogIstIcs 

MountaInous topography, long dIstances between populatIon centers 
are major contralnts to development of transportatlo~ system. In 
1975, 23,000 km of roads; 8,600 km all-weather, less than 3,000 km 
paved. PrImary network connects AddIs Ababa wIth A~wara, Assa~, other 
provincIal towns, and market places. EstImated thqt' 3/4 of all farms 
are more than half a day's walkIng dIstance frcm a r~ad. Major recent 
projects Incl ude a "motor way" across desert from A9q-js Ababa to 
Assab*, and vIrtually complete EthIopIan sectIon of :'10ng-awalted AddIs 
Ababa-Na Irob I hIghway. All weather roads as of Apr 1_\ 1976: 

North - South - -AddIs to Assab (vIa Dese), Adql~ Assab (vIa Naz
areth, Awash), AddIs to Massa~§' (vIa Dese), Addis 
to Asmara (vIa Debre Markos, GPnder), AddIs to 
Bonga, AddIs to Hosalna, AddIs 'to Gldole (vIa 
Shashamane), Add Is to Yabelo (v.l a Shashamane), 
AddIs to Nazareth and AddIs to.Asela (vIa Naz
areth), JIgJIga to Degah Bur, Qlre Dawa to Dewele 
(DjIboutI border). 

East - West - AddIs tQ Glmbl (vIa Lekemtl), A,ddls to JlgJlga 
(vIa Nazareth and Harar), AddIs· to DIre Dawa (vIa 
Nazareth), Tessenel to Massawa (vIa Karen), 
Shashamane to Goba. 

* Note - road transportatIon from 
In areas ar~und DjIboutI 
destroyed, brIdges out. 
Dergue forces. 

Assab dIsrupted by dIssIdent groups 
In 1976; road tankers and trucks. 
Road from Assab nQW kept open by 

Gravel 

1,001 
397 
846 
572 
535 
365 
525 
333 
555 

5,127 

~ Weather Roads £i MaIntenance DIstrIct 1973/74 ~~ 

Asphalt 

993 
565 
180 
241 

15 

173 
566 

37 

2,770 

Surface-To
Traff Ic 

90 

160 
30 

280 

60 

Total -
2,084 Alemge~a 

952 Combolc:pa 
1,026 Shashamane 

973 DIre D~wa 
578 GondaI' 
365 Debre ~arkos 
698 Jlmma 
899 AsmarC\ 
592 Adlgrat - -

8,177 Total 



VehIcles 

Issued, Number by Type 1973/74 

Private Cars 5,683 
Add I s Ababa 1,390 
Asmara 3,365 

Gas Engine Trucks 1,273 
Addis Ababa 179 
Asmara 883 

Diesel Engine Trucks 1,270 
Addis Ababa 107 
Asmara 777 

Motorcycles 307 
Add Is Ababa 17 
Asmara 201 

Tractors 12 
Addis Ababa 2 

1972: 55,350 automobiles, trucks, buses 

Transport Agencies 

National Transport Corporation (NATRACOR) main pergue agency 
for coordinating road transport. All formerly prlv~te truckers now 
made associate members of NATRACOR. Maximum and ml~lmum freight 
rates established by autonomous Road Transport Authqrlty. 

Road Egu I pment 

Recent inventory conducted by Louis Berger" International of 
Ethiopian Road Authority eqUipment (approximately 600 pieces). Con
clusions: operational status of equipment varies dally; many items 
not operational for several years; rebuild kits nece9sary for re
mobilization of latter; odometers frequently broken .pr unrel iable, 
hence a poor measure of equipment condition; spare p~rts procurement 
should be done according to project priorities; repair of existing 
equipment not feasible in Arussl, GoJam, Kefq, Sldamo~ Tigre and 
Wollo provinces. 
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Addis 
Asmara 
Assab 
Dessle 
Gondar 
Harrar 
Jlgjlga 
Jlmma 
Massawa 
Nazareth 
Tessenel 

Ad: Addis 
Am: Asmara 
As: Assab 
Os: Dessle 

Rail roads 

' .. . . 

In Kilometers 

M ~ ~ ~ Go ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

- 1076 861 397 748 523 628 335 1166 99 1432 
1076 - 1189 679 529 1599 1704 1411 115 1175 356 

861 1189 510 1469 1384 1489 1196 1~79 990 1545 
397 679 510 959 920 1025 732 769 496 1035 
748 529 1469 959 - 1271 1376 1083 p44 847 885 
523 1599 1384 920 1271 105 858 1~89 424 1955 
628 1704 1489 1025 1376 105 963 1~94 529 2060 
335 1411 1196 732 1083 858 963 - i~Ol 434 1767 

1166 1151279 769 644168917941501 1:._ 1265 471 
99 1175 960 496 847 424 529 434 1965 - 1531· 

i 432 356 1545 1035 885 1955 2060 1767- 471 1531 

Go: Gondar 
Ha: Harrar 
Jg: Jlgjlga' 
Jm: Jlmma 

, 

"1'1' Massawa 
. N<\:. Nazareth 
T~; Tessenel 

Two Independent railway lines: 1) 790 km single track, meter 
gauge line Joining Addis Ababa to port of Djibouti; run by Franco
Eth.loplan Rail way. 2} 306 km single track, narrow'Qauge line Joining 
Massawa with Asmara and Agordat (In Eritrea). Imprqyed port facIl-
1t�es at Assab, new road links to Addis, contribute ':to declining RR 
traffic. 

Railroad Agencies 

Franco-Ethiopian Railway (Addis Ababa) and Northern Et~loplan 
Railways Share Co. (Massawa). POB 1051, Addis Abab,!! F 1908. 

Ports 

Port of Assab presently Ethiopia's only effective access to sea; 
operates well below theoretical capacity of 1 mlll.IQO dry tons of car-
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, 

go per year*. Hand I ed 620,000 tons In 1976, 1/3 one-th'l rd, o,f Eth I a
pia's Import/ export tonnage; 350,000 tons fIrst 6 months of 1977. 
Port Is 860 km from Addis; Imports distributed entlr~ly by 1,500 
trucks (approx.) with an average capacIty of 22 MT each; capable of 
one round trip per week. Port of Massawa on Red Sea'114 km, from 
Asmara and 1,195 km from Addis Ababa' on all-weather road. Port of 
Djibouti Is 715 km from Addis Ababa. ' 

* Note -, Average Import capacity for a,11 three ports unlikely to ex
ceed 100', 000 MT. 

Assab, 

Lat 13 l' N; long 4244' E. 

Accommodation - breakwater, 711 m long, gives protection to 
ships In harbor. Good anchor~Qe In 7-8 fms. 
Two Jetties, north half and sQ,uth half, also 
piers for small vessels. Three warehouses, 
each with about 4,800 sq m storage area; cold 
storage plant. Fresh water and provisions 
avaIlable. 

Ore and bulk cargo terminal facilities - no special terminal, 
but bulk cargo can be discharged at commercial harbor. 

Tanker terminals - available. 36 ft draft. 

Bunkers - available In unlimited quantIty with connection 
at any berth. Fuel 011 and marine diesel 011 
from mobJ I. No coal available. 

Shlprepalrs - mInor repairs from local gara~es. 

Towage - not available. 

Pilotage - compulsory tor al I vessels over 100 nrt (except 
exempted vessels). Pilots board vessels 1 1/2 
miles NNE from, breakwater and disembark at com
mere] a I harbor or at the 0 II I}<trbor.. 

AIrport - 17 km from port. 

Working hours - 06:00 to 14:00. 22 hours on a shIft basIs. 
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Massawa 

lat 15 38'N; long 39 28' E. 

Accommodation - channel forms harbor well protected and enclosed 
by peninsula Islands. Depth ~t anchorage, 80 to 
100 ft; at entrance 39 ft. HWi 36 ft. lW. No 

"bar. Buoys marking entrance. -', Six quays (maxi
mum drafts 29 ftl: no. I, length 587 ft; no. 2 
length 492 ft; no. 3 length 4A~ ft; no. 4 
length 448 ft; no. 5 length 4~? ft; no. 6 
length 559 ft. Warehouse anq "r.hed facilities 
t~tal 12,249 sq m; Aglp sea,t~fmlnal length 
620 ft, depth 29 ft 6 In. D!'~~harge direct 
to quay. Provisions avallabl§~ but no fresh 
water. ' .. 

Bunkers ~ all kinds form Aglp, Shel I, Total, Mobil, 
at sea terminal or by truck loslde commercial 
harbor. Fuel by pipeline Ins\'de commercial 
harbor at quay nos. 5 and 6. 'pnly black prod
ucts. 

Shlprepalrs - minor repairs; sl Ipway for vessels up to 300 
tons gross. 

Towage - three tugs available fqr assl~tance. Two of 
350 hp each and one of J, 000 np. One tug com-

v pu I sory, 300 nrt or more. ' 
. 

Pllotage-'- compulsory for vessels of mor~ than 100 nrt 
each. ' 

Airport - 6 km from port Massawa to Asm~ra. 

Work I ng hours - from Apr I lIto October 31, 0~:09 to 12:00; 
15:00 to 18:00 20:00 to 06:00; From November 1 
to March 31, 0'8:00 to 12:00; 14:00 to 18:00; 
20:00 to 06:00. ' 
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I ' 

,,_. I 

,. 
, L'11' 11'. ~6}' p,.,:>!,. N.j, long; 43; 7," 56" E,~, ~ I nc).~C!! ~ort, for tr'ans It ' 

trad,e, tQ' '1/ld; from; E;th.1o.p I a:., . 

AC.e9l11mq,Qa.t,I'Qn, "'- v.~~~1?! mJI,Y' '~nt~r:' t.he. h~D~qr;· ~!l9' ber,th a longs 1 de 
, qu.a,Ys. ~ I:"her by qay or. n.1 ght. 'Jf;1 even berths a,. 

v.al·,I,ql?l;e:.q,f:,whlc~:'fQur- (no,s. ~i' to. 11; and lZ> 

'Q,uay' No,. 'I 
Quay' No, •• 2, 
Quay No., !l 
Quay, No" 6 
Quay fb •. 617-
Quay; No. 7 

Length, 

'180, m' 
22Q m 
230, m 
170, m. 
'9~ m" 
1:7Q, m 

aFe, ·for-- bun~llr·l ng. P~.r.po~es,. "" 

~g~!: 
31 f,t, 2' In 
39. fi'. 4. I.n 
~4 f,t 
Zq; ft. 
~~ t:1; 
~Q: f.T 

Quay Nq.. 8 
Q,ua.v. NR,· ~ 
Q'-!~.Y No. 10 
Q,I!~,y' Nq" 1:1-
Qu~y. t;k>. 12 
Qua,y; No,. 13' 

'l~n,~~. 
2Q~if11 
~9:J!I 
27Q., in 
17Q m 
270'm 
21~ m', 

, 

Depth 

31. ft 
21, ft 
3-6 f:t 
36 ft 
39 t,t 4 .1 n 
32 f.t 

Anqhor~g~ '" gQgg lJ9ld,1:ng gr-QynQ, fqr> q to '}5' oye,an' goIng 
.. vE!,~,sel~,:: mlnf'mum qepth 4Q f:1;,,: , " 

," o.evi!'lgpment ~. th!:)' r-e~\!.t.1 ij! ng, 9.f,. <;t!!'lY,~ 3 ~n<!'~: arid the, pass l
b.-II I ty of- ~ neli f.19~t I ng doc's,: now under d I s-
Cl\lsslgn. ' 

Tanker Term In~ Is -, tE!n' \>er-th? 1,.4lIngth\! 509 f.t to 900 tt.. Dr-af.ts 
'?-'1 ft ;i' In tQ 36'f.t 6, In. tilflht ~er::thl!lg: jiossl-
1;>le. l'!I!tel' an~ b\l.n.kE!l'? 'lv!lII'!lB'le. . 

-r 
Bunkers ~ fuel and dIesel oIl Soc. Anon Des P-etr:oles De 
, , . .. Qjf\;lQutl (Shell and BPj ;,''fot~I:Mer. Rouge, MObIl 

QII ~a?t AfrIca Ltd, S09~ AnqQtme ~s Petroles 
Mary (Mar-y), Esso ?t~nd!lrd. ';;,; 

Tow~~e - one tu~ of 600 hR, o~e of 1,~~Q hp ang o~~ tug 
of 1, !l00 hp. Twq t~~,s on I y q!r,d~t.y at the same 
t,I[IIE!, '/ 

Loial H91!'day!!:", M<;I.EI Fa:thr, AId EI Keb.1r,' M~harimedan New Year 
. ,C,!,M;>\!h!!."'<!.11! 1 ;~\! I QY9 ~ I Nilb I.;:' - " 
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Shipping Companies 

Irregular services by foreign vessels to Massawa and ,Assab Wort 
for Addis Ababa). Much trade goes through Djibouti "to Addis ~aba. 

A Besse and 00. (Ethiopia) SC: 
POB 1897. Addis Ababa 

FilI.I Blga and Co. SC: 
, Head Office: POB 1108 Asma~a; f 1965 as a sUb§!dlary of SCAC/ 

S()cOPAO (Frante); branches at A~~ls Ababa, Massawa 
and DJibouti. \' 

Ethiopian Shipping Lines SC: , 
POB 2572, Addis Ababa; f 1964.; liner services ~,':d Sea-Europe; 4 
vessels. , ' 

" 

Gellatly, Hankey and Co. (Ethiopia) SC: 
POB 906 Asmara; BRS at Addis Ababa, Massawa, A~sab and Dlre·Dawa. 

Cle Maritime Auxll lalre D'outre-Mer: 
PoB 1230, Addis Ababa 

Mitchell Cotts and eo. (ethiopia) Ltd.; 
POB 527, Addis Ababa; f 1960 BRS at Asmara, Massawa, etc. 

F I I I de Nada I : 
POB 731 Asmara . 

S A Navlgatana: 
POB 1161, Asmara 

Savon and Rles (Ethiopian Shlpp'lng) Co.: 
POB 215, Asmara 

Aerodromes 

NB: for up-to-date InformatIon consult latest Issue of weekly 
International Notams, International Fllrht Information 
Manual , and/or IcAO's Air Navigation prao tor appropriate 

I - - -reg on. .'.: 

33 aIrfIelds: major ones fol low: 

66 



Runway~'Char.:ac-ter.1 st:i cs', 
EI eva-' pm-cr.,aft-

tocatJon,,: '+fbn.,.M/~.. s:'iP,e~" Arr.cr.att··, . Strength:-:- FiI.el 
. COOr;:dl;hate5'.: Temp:.£~ NR1T9pe~ .Je: Length"!:!: £h. .(,,1000~.k9') .. Octciiie; 

Ad d'l sc·.AI:5.ab.a;(c 
Ha:1:I e" SaJ ass;l'e" I nt.i 
08 ~ 58 "33""N' 232;4 .. 

038 '·55!'"-E: 20:; 

(Haab,) .' 5SE •. Reg".S 
07 /25~' 0.29 . A, AUW 120: 

LCN8'6H70 
130' 

80/87. 
JP,..·,. 
1'001130. 
1'15114lj' 
JP.-4. 

Remar.ks::.- AIi'eEnateEAer.odr.anes:o--Aden/'1 nt I'. ·Asmarca., ¥ohannes: I V'. 
OJ-I.bout I-Y JInlbo.u-l;l •. Klial"toum·,. Mogl!d:l'scJ o/Mo~i!d,1 50.1'6 .• ,Na:1 rob·1 / 
Na:H'ob:l'·.. Opernatess0200;:;2000:'GM'F and" on'r.!l~uest·.. Mounta I ns 
NW,,,,&: .N·.·" Reques:\'<' 1'1'51'.1"45:' file'f. 2it .. hrs,; i h' agyance. Ug!1tl ng· 
reJ,1 ab:1 e,;. 

A·lds::,:; ILS.~, R\lnway. 25"fC1:ass: '11; .OM~. VOR; RI::, PA J~unway' 25..':C.l:1355; 
1,1, SA':Runway" T, 'V~)RUnway".7~ LR~.LTD~ U::',"'LIR~ LO';. D'. MG. 
T;"TD .•.. S,;. FD; ... MlXMfMD:;, NB,(,5.';. 6~ T; .. 8'i' 10'>:~ S3:;, S4·. S5:. R. 
Hi", Stopway-Runway' 7;;;25'"60.:,., 

E-i:eva" .. 
Locat'lon" H on;' MT Sl,pe .. 
Coor..d:Uiafes:; Temp" £~ .. NR1-Type;, ..!.:" 

Asmalla1,', 
YohanneS'. IV",(Haasc}, •. 3:.5SSW~, .Reg;:-.$': ' 

1'5'1il'8";' N" 
038" 5511' E 

2325." 
23:' 

0'.33'.: 

1',1 rcr.aft" 
Mrcr.aft:::. S+rengfh'~ Fuel. 
Length' Mi CL._ !1000':kg') '6'ctaiie· 

3000;: B:. LCN50H44, , 
p4.AUW,:86 

801.87 
100/130. 
115':'145 

R'emar:-ks'", A I ter-nate' ·'Aer.odr..omes:~ --Add Is ' Al:5ab'a/Ha:I:I e'·' ll!'jl ass I e' I nt' 'I • 
01'1 bout'l / Ambou U •. Jeddah:: Inti' •• Khar:.toum/Kh·!il'toum'; Moga-" 
dJsc I ofMogad;1 sejo:... Oper=ates':0300:;;,1'500: Z:: <ind, on: request. 
Reql!ss.t 11'5/1'45: fuJ.I 12. hr.s" In' adv'ance:. q,ghtlng: rei I abJ eo', 

A:los!:' DM!:''; V0R •• RL",PA' 'Runway" T C.I ass~ I. VA". R'un\<jIl,Y 7; LR~' LIX., 8B·. 
LO'., D;, MG; T~ S" .m; Ml'X; ~D. H; R'., 'B'~.,Ns:{~ •. 6', T. 8;. 10') 
Stopway 7;:',10.7.; 25",60'... ' . ,:' . , 
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Eleva-
Runway Characteristics 

Aircraft 
Location tlon M/ S'ipe, Aircraft Strength ~ 
Cooralnates 'Temp £ NriType, Length _~ CL 51 OOO~, Oc:ane 

Assab/ 
Assab Reg - S 

13'04" N 14 13/31 0.36 1306 C I-CN 20 
042'38" E 35 " 

Remarks: Alternate Aerodromes - Dire Dawa/ Abaten~~ DeJazmatch Yllma. 
OJ Iboutl/Amboul I. New Aerodrome. ". 

Runway Characteristics 
Eleva-

Locat.t on t I on M/ ,S, I_%pe 
Coordinates Temp ~ Nr/Type 

Aircraft 
Length!:! 

Dire Dawal 
Aba Tenna DeJazmatch Yllma (Hadrl. AdJ N. Reg-S 

09'38" N 14 15/33 1.86 2200 

041'52" E 35 

CL 

C 

Aircraft 
Strength 
(1000 kg) 

LCN30H29 

Fuel' 
OcTane 

80/87. 
JP-4 
100/130 

Remarks: Alternate Aerodromes - Addis Ababa/Halle ~elassle 1st. 
DJlboutl/Amboull. 

Aids: R~. LR, LTX, LD. D,'MC. T, S. ED. TX, MO. Operates 0300-
1500 Z. 

Key 

Radio A:lds 

I LS - I nstrument Land I ng System 
DME - Distance Measuring_ EquIpment 
VOR - VHF Omnl-Dlrectlonal Range 

LIghtIng ~ 

PA - PrecIsion Approach Lighting System 
SA S Imp I e Approach LI ght I ng System-
VA - Visual Approach Slope Ind-tcator System 
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A 

AV 
R 
-C 
'TO 
fx 
'13' 
,0 

'--
-
'" 
>;. 

-

Abbreviated Approach Slope Indicator Syste~ 
,Runway Edge. Illtesn-o hH!; ',Runway En'a l:I gnf<I n9 
'Runway 'Genter I I ne :I:rghtl'ng ", ',.,: :;-' 
'Runway Toucndown Zone:'rrgh,.1 ng 
:raxl:Wai'~h'Ignt:rng -:"J" ';"" 
:ilerodr.ooie or ra'ent I f I cat I on' Beacon 
Olfsfruct;l'on l. I ghf:I ri'g: :.::"" ' .. 'c,:: 
'- .' "~"!.",;" > • -. -,. 

Marking Aids 
,::::':~7;'_"' .:: ~0.~ 

D ~ Runway Designation Markings 
.. t; - 'Runway Center LI fie 'Mark Fngs 
T '-RLinway tilreshol d'"Mar.k'i ngs 
TD - 'Runway TOuch'down Mark I:n1fs 
'5' 'M RLihway SVdesTr'l'pe''MiirltTngs 
FD ... 'Hi(ed'tifs'fance MatkTrigs ':,C' 
'TX '- 'Tax'iway 'Center '4!.'I11'e ·&~'.;Holdlng Position Marlslngs 
0' - 'OlYstr,uc'fl'6ii'Markrngs' ''''':'', ,'" , ,'"I, 

., -~.~ "'~:.- . .~. ',: 

Additional Ugh!In,g AI<l.s 
.~~ ·c·-- ~ ~ 

'-'--~'-~ -~g .... --<--" .......... 
1. Portab I e Runway LI ghts (,EI ectr I ca I) 
2. 'Boundary '1.:.19nts ' ",,",, .. 
;3. :Runwa'y''',F I cio:d"I:;I ghts 
,4. ':lio'w"qntenS:(~y"Ruri way LI ghts 
5. Low I ilte'ris Fty 'Approach (I'ghts 
'6. ,High rrttensTtt'Runwa'l' t1gtlt's' 
7. 'H I:gh I ntens I ty 'Approachll'g'hts 
8. 'Setjuenced 'nash'riig l,Tghts . '-" 
9,. ,'J,rSlill'1' 'Approa'ch' 'S I ope'-lliio I caTor (VAS I ) 
)" ,(iali: ,aste'r:I's'R:':~*)' pr'ecee'd:I,ng'c'fne e I'sment (*L4) 

nfd I cates "i<1 ghtl ng' ,avaHab~re 'on 'prf6r' request 
by 'ptiMa; ta;1 egr'am. 'eTc .,), ' : " , ' 

,~ .... ",-

Personal ~ Alrcraf~ Entry Requirements 
·,~.J;··r. ;:;,' ". -: - ... 'l- 'I~'" ___ __ • <.~ ,_. ,_ ..... ~ ,... .•• ~,~ ._.nk"~ 

Passpprt; required 

,Visa: Issued at any Ethiopian Embassy o~ qonsulate and also 
-- af A'ddls' A15aba' iirid> 'Asmara AerodrOme5 of ,enTry 'to per-

,. ".:.: .. -,: -. :.~-: ,.: ..... :: :'':-;' ~... .. 
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sons staying less than 30 days or In transit. 30-day 
extensions may be obtained. 

Health: smallpox and yellow fever certificate required. Chol
era certificate required for all arr'lval s (for Infants 
under 1 year a letter from a recognlred health author
Ity may be accepted In I leu of cholera cerflcate. It 
should state that vaccination shoulg not be given due 
to high risk with young cnlld.) 

Aircraft 

Authorization for landlng'for overflight or all civil aircraft 
must be requested from Civil Aviation Administration '(CAA), PO Box 
978, Addis Ababa. 

Authorization for landing or overflight of all state aircraft 
must be requested through diplomatic channels from the ministry of 
foreign affairs. 

Clearance requests must Include: type of aircraft; name of the 
pilot, crew, and passengers; citizenship; owner of aircraft; regis
tration number; route of entry/exit by coordinates; purpose of flight 
and complete Itinerary. " 

Telegraphic clearance requests must arrive at OAA 5 work days 
before scheduled departure and with a prepaid telegl'"aphlc replY'. Re
quests submitted by mall must arrive at CAA 7 work,~aYs before depar
ture. 

Airl ines 

Ethiopian Alrl ines: Halle Selassle I Airport POB 1755, Addis 
Ababa; operates regular domestic and Inter
national services; fleet qf five Boeing 
720 B, Two DC-6B, One DC-6A, five light 
aircraft and a developing helicopter fleet. 

Air DJibouti, Air France, Air India, AI Ital la, ~rltlsh Airways, 
EAAC, Egypt A.'r, Lufthansa, Sudan Airways and Saudi Arabian Airlines 
serve Addis Ababa; Saudi and Yemen Airways serve As~ara only. 
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fA I r D I stances 

0 

,.!2 Statute MI I es 

Add l:s Ababa to': 

Aden 499 Gondar 262 
Arbam I'ntcli 216 Gure 299 
Assab 384 'Hosana 118 
Asmar'a 436 Jeddah 864 
,Athens 2,207 J I rrma 164 
,Bahardar 203 Juba 570 
'Bel'rut 1,728 Khartoum 622 
BuJumbur,a 1 ,'07,1 Makale 314 
Cal'ro 1 ;536 Mal aka 318 
Damascus 1.693 Malarblt 462 
Dangh'l I a 203 Mogadiscio 657 
Dar--Es-Salaam 1,100 Mombasa 900 
Debra Mar,kos 1'17 Nairobi 723 
Dessl'e 157 Port Sudan 740 
Dire Dawa 214 Rlyan 812 
Dj-Iboutl 345 Talz 470 
'Entebb'e 757 Tel Av Iv 
Gob'a 1'57 
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E I eCti- rc Power 

306,000 kw Installed capacIty, 197425 kwh per paplta. 1973/74 
hydroelectrIc capacIty of 206,784 kw, thermal-68,435" HydroelectrIc 
generatIng facIlItIes In Aba Samuel, AddIs Ababa, Aw~sh I (Koka), 
Awash I I (Nazreth I I), Awash I I, Bahar Dar, Debre Blrhan, Debre 
Markos, Dembldollo, Derso, Ghlon, Hagere Hlwot, Jlmma. Thermal gen
eraTIng facllites In 43 locatIons. Total productIOT)'1973/74 In (1000) 
kwh: 413,196; hydro - 282,935; thermal 130,261. Gr~at power poten-
tl a I • "" 

TelecommunIcations 

TelecommunIcatIons SerVIces of EthIopIa (TSE), gutonomous, state
owned; responsIble for all publIc, national, International telecommu
nication servIces In the country, and for transmissIon components of 
the naTIonal radIo broadcastIng system. 

Radio Network 

Radio EthiopIa: 

Radio Voice of the Gospel: 

POB 1020, AddIs Ababa; broadcasts In 
Amharic, Afar, Arabic, ~omall, English 
and French. From Addis. 50% of broadcasts 
In Amhar Ic, 16% I n Eng I ["?h • From Asmara 
studIo, broadcasts In Tigre and Tlgrlnya; 
from Harar studio In ()r~o. Total listen
Ing audience 9.6 ml 11100" 

POB 654, Addis Ababa; ~y¢heran World Fed
eratIon BroadcastIng Ser,vlce; medium-wave 
local servIces; short-wave services In 
thirteen languages to Asia, the middle 
East Africa and Madagasc.ar; AmharIc, Eng
lish and French most Important broadcast 
languages. " "" 
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Tel'ephone Network 

Long dlstanee and telegraph service to large t9wns, many African 
countries'; to US oandmost European nations. 54,500 telephones: 90% 
In :maJor 'cltl'es '(Addis, Asmara, Dire Dawa); good acq~sslbn Ity to 
Local service. 

~ f I'gures,~ December ~ ~ ~ who I e year, end I,!}£ £!! ~ ~ 

1m .!ill. 1Q14 
".,.,..- lill 

,Telephone System 

'Exchange capac I ty lines 63,630 67,470 ~!:\,455 70,210 
% aut,cmatl'c 82 81 :' 81 81 
:Mal n I I nes In serv Ice 39,062 43,986 4§,188 50,670 
TeLephones 'In service 54,483 60,788 6!),685 / 68,879 
.,Walters ?,100a 

, Pub I Ie co I nbox 'te Lephones 328 421 509 517 
.Local + LD cal Is (ml I lions) 82.1 102.2 126.0 160.1 
,National out-cal Ls ('thousands) 36.4 48.7 54.5 66.3 

Telex ,System 

Exchange capac l-ty lines 334 334 334 543 
Subscribers 220 261 277 277 
I nland messages ('thousands) 33.5 39.0 36.1 27.5 

,Natlonal out messages (thousands) 49.3 71.8 81.3 81.2 

'Telegraph ,System 

Telegraph offl.ces 13 13 13 13 
Inland messages (thousands) 108.3 115.2 109.6 131.7 
Natl'onal out messages ('thousands) 116.0 122.9 111 .8 86.2 

a/ June 1974 

Growth of Connected Lines and Phones --

Eth lop la Lines Growth! Phones, Grpwth! -
1974 48,203 9.6 66,060 8.7 
'1975 50,962 5.7 68,894 ' i 

~.3' 
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Addis Ababa LInes Growth ! Phones Growth! 

-1974 28,865 9.5 42,272 e.2 
1975 30,093 4.3 43,923 3.9 

Asmara 

1974 6,687 9.6 8,809 'Z. 1 
1975 7,163 8.0 9,277 ~.3 

June 2, 1976 

Television 

20,000 sets I-n Addis Ababa; 2 stations. Service started 1964. 
A few sets for communal viewing Installed In city squares, parks, 
hotels, public places. Weekly, 2 1/2 hours -educatl9pal programming 

- for Addis Ababa schools. In Asmara, closed circuit service with 1,000 
receivers for US armed forces. 

Ethiopian Television Service: POB 1020, Addis Ababa; operated by 
the government; ~qually divided 
between Amharic ~nd English broad
casts. 
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,.check I I.ST 

'Reports of ·wl.despread political detention and t9rture of "count
'er~r:evol.utlonarl·es" ·as part of so called "Red Terror!! campaign. Re
prisal kllll'ngs by Dergue for Erltrean successes sale to be common. 
Unsafe to Tr.avel In Eritrea, parts of Tigre and Wol\p', West Gondar, 
and I.sol;ated pockeTs of southern Ogaden region. In· pee. 1978, EThlo

:pl.an -troops captured Keren, stronghold of Erltrean !:Iverrlll as, and 
'r:oa<! -fr..om Massawa to Asmara reopened. The EPLF w U I probab I y revert 
to 'hlt .and r.un guerrilla tactics used earlier In war, 
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