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'Ibis study of the role of rural Haitian v.oneI1 in develofn1ent was urder­

taken umer contract with USAID fran CkLober ~h Jecenber, 1980. It

securEd infonnation with a view to enhancing t.;e role of rural w:rren in

develcpnent while strengthening the family am alleviating poverty. 'l1le

study consisted of 1) a review of pertinent literature, 2) intel:Views with

people in Port-au-Prince active in developnent prograns for ~~, an::1 3)

fieldv.ork observations aId intel:Views. Fie1dw:>rk intel:Views were conducted

with many j;easant~, am men, both irrlividually am in groups. 'l11e

wanen ranged L"1 age fran 17-70 years am~ involved in variws activities.

Develcpnent projects arC work sites \<lIere vlsited; inte%Vi.ews~ con:lucted

with 'WOrkers, small rosiness owners am project directors.

Field\oJOrk int:erJ'iews were comucted in the regions of the north, nort:bvest,

La Gonave, the Art.i.bonite, the Cul~sac Plain, Ker.scoff am Port-au-f'rin=e.

A nurrJ:er of regions~ visited in omer to get a sense of artj similarities

or differences there might be by region. Site selection was made in conjurx::tion

with topics of special interest. TlEse \\ere cCJrmarCe I agriculture I anilnal

lusban:i:ry I ncm-agricultural E!11?loyment, education am charcoal prcxiuction.

In ac1ditia'lseveral develcpnent programs, credit ani ccmrunity organization

activities for wanen M!re examined. In sane cases, details of \\O'Aen'S personal

histories were obtained in O!:der to provide a ccntext-for urnerstanllng ..

Finally, general descript.icnl of various 1«JIlen'S ~tivities~ secun:d.

The develq;:Jnent model is generally one of modernization. International

experiezna in a 1Ut1ber of settin.1s Wicates that as societies m:xiemi.ze,
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the status of w::men frequently deteriorates. J!s sex roles in society cane

unJer in:reasing scrutiny, t..;ere is a terxierx=y to :iJrpose newly emerging

toEstern mcxipJ s on other societies. The very question of n~ in devel~

ment" thus stsns fran a certain bias, namely, the J!lnerican experien=e. With

this in mind, a cooscicns attempt is being made by tiE author mt to impose

Western role mcxipls an the Haitian situation. With. a heigthenad awareness

of the strengths of Haitian~, am a sensitivity to tre special prabl.ens

they face, develc:prent efforts may serve to enhance rather than di.mini.sh

the roles of Haiti.an~ in society.

In rural I~ti the hoosehold is the traditional focal point of social

life, religioo am ecCl'lClnics. 'I1le faonal institutions of churches, schools

am ccmm.mity ccuncils are fairly recent a3ditionsto the local scene>.

Fcmanic Iivelihocd is secure:i tbrcugh small scale peasant fC'rming, camerce

am to a lesser extent bane unustry. Within this framework the roles of

men arrl wanen carplement each other. In general terms men till the lard am

vanen market t1E pra3uce~ ideal ]y Doth share tre resfX,Jnsibility for ha1sehold

mai.n~e. While there is carpetition bet:wee.n peasant households, there

is considerable sharing within tile household.. While there is certainly

interpersa1a1 conflict between men am~, the rote significant cooflicts

are tbcse between peaNnt ha.1seholds ar.d other sectors of fIaitian socierj.

The discussi=n of the roles of Hai,tian wanen ~ch. follows should ~ly

be. view&i witliin this cmtext.
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Social ~tic::.n.~am Bousebold f!na9EilE!l..t

In rural Haiti men arrl YOne11~ into varicus fOD'llS of 5e'aJa1 and

narital unions ~ legal marriage is viaved as ~ ideal. It is not uncamcn

for men am.~ to enter stable marital unions after the husbani arD/or

wife have already had a child t~ther or with sareone else. Pecple may enter

a ·plasaj", custanaI:y, union rather than legal marriage because they can't

afford legal marriage. In both legal marriage ani "plasaj", men C:ut rarely

'VQ"!le11 cnl then only secretly) may have sexual relationships with other partners.

The parents of children born Oltside of stable marital unions are identified

as "manrnan pitit: roc>ther of the child, ani "papa pitit" , father of tbe: -::bi.1d..

Man may live with their legal or "plase" wives cr may live with or have

visiting r'llationships with ootside \OtEIl or '\ncrmm pitit" .. ~~ are ~J;leCted

to support. their children by whatever union, rot sate neglect their dUty.

Two wanen who have sexual relations with one man may know ard be on gocxi

teJ::ms wit:]:1 each other, althoogh in other cases this is a cause of jealousy.

SClnetimes one wife will rea~ a child born to the seccn:i wife of the same man.

(For further infonnation see Bastien 1961, Si.Itl'son 1942 and Smucker 1981).

Having cl'lild17en is ver';!~t to roth men am. lOnenOo cne of the

first questions~ of strangers is, "heM many children <do you have".

YCAmJ wanen dG not <XI1Sider themselves mature until they've hai a cI1ild.

'lbere are Haitian sayinIJ which state,. "children are \\lealth" , cud "the child

is stralger than Iti&:-~i~e".. '!!U.s latter means that the Jx:>Bi between a man

am a Wl:DU\ is Kre suutqly establ.isbed~ havinq children t:Ol}ether

than it fs~ marriage. The1-e is alse~~ attao.hBi

to havirI.J dUlda::en. In cdditian to the lctOOr they provide tc;) the pea-nt

hc:usehGld, children p.t'(:Wide one's ezCf1tl11ic security in old aqe. In this



reqard, ale llIt'IDan stated that she~ prefer to have girl chj Jdren becam=e

girls are uae serious ani ncre l:i.kely to fulfill their obligations to aged

parents..

Cb.i.ldl:en in Haiti, both boys ard girls, inherit equally fran lx>th father

ani mother. All children \~ are reco;nizm, ~ther they were bern of legal

marriage or not, inberit ~ly. legally marrisi spcuses have right to half

of the prq:et: Ly ac:qW.red after marriage; the children get the otf"~ half.

Children also inherit ~l shares of all of their parents inheritedp~

{canhaire-Sylvain 1961, 220-221i. timarried or "plase", 'W:meIl receive their

inheritarce 1:.'1roogh their fanilyof origin. ~ do not inherit anyth.ing fran

the fathers of their children. Their children., ~, inherit fran their

fathers as ~ll as their xrot:hers. In tIU.~ way these wanen ~.1 have ~s

tC' greater resources in their old age via their chi1dz'en' s prcNisions for

tlsn.

imle there is a preference CIID'lg wanen in Ifaiti far legal marriage, "plasaj"

is also respectable. When asksi 'Which was better, marriage or "plasaj", one

peasant wa.nan mspc:njed that fran a religious point of view it is better to

be legally marris, hut otheI:wise it depetu <m chance. It is better to be

"p~" to a wealthr man t.h&n to be married to a poor one. Other~ point

ait that lsJal maniage «Jives CD! the title of "INdan" ;!Om carries with it

~ status alii prestige. A runber of lDisehGlds in Haiti are also headed

by sinc.J.le lGReR \tIJB live wy with their dU.JdreR.

The ~ity in the p",emt l'oasehoJd fCDM.lly rests witl\ the 111M. N1en

mm were ukst 1lIhe earriea the alltla'ity c!IRI aecis~ 1:*"__ iJ\ the

~ld, they~ly stated that the man is heal 0f the lu1sehold am

that aHthsrity rests with iUm. All M:ee!\ Agzeed with this, wheR asked the
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sane questions. l:ut mcxiified the respaose. 'Ib:!y suggested that~ hnshard

am ldfe live :in ha.tIoony as they sbculd, authority isn-t an .issue: uroer

tmse ci.rctEIstances men ani l«IDeI'l make decisicrlS jointly am share the

autlxrity. (In fact. \llIt1neI'l' s qWUans regardinJ financial inves1!nent are often

highly regaxded). They~ that loben a man .:ni~ da1't get along,

the wanan is not "free". ~ sa:y they have the right to beat their ldves

far infi.delity or I'JJt perfODlli.nq their h::AJsehoJd duties. Finally, the issue

is cne of ~ rather than sex. ""As l<ng as a larIihoJding parent still lives

in the heme, moral authx'ity ani final control of lard am labor supplies

rests with the okier parent or qranjparent, whether male or fsnale". (smucker,

1981).

en a day-to-day basis~ nave primal:y responsibility far child care,

ha.lsehold management am experdi.tul.as. vanen are assisted in their house1'x>:Id

\olOrk, coakiI1g, cleaning, launhy, rnarketirJ:], etc. by children "-b.o regularly

perform hcusehoJd ch:>res. i'bnen are also assisted in their child CaL"e respon­

sibilities by older children. their l'niIsbards or other relatives at times

'Aben they need to be awa.y fran heme, waaaJJy far marketi.rg or ca.mterCe.

w:men cd:'ttain ROleY t:hrcugh the sale of <HattEn pro1uc:e aRl CCJmleI'Ce. They

generally sperIi the IIQleY on f_ly neoessitiss. Men have their own rroney

as a l'eSllt of the saJs of thek ecpotl c:rcp. ~t!n hanUe tl1e sale of the

export a:'q:) ani lal'qe an.Unals; 't«I1Bl baBUe t:1'Ie eatIt1erCe in inter:naUy mar­

lte1Bi. <jOOds ani prochice. Men. sped R01I!Y fer the l'Disehold aRi1 tar their

.,JlfI1B1Es. 'l'be8e~ts CClU!1st. of r:un, t.fllM<x'o, ccdk fiql.ts, cam

~l..iIy1n«J ani. <icJn.inae8.
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to.anen have the reputation far being IrOre 5erioos am. respc:u is ible than

men. iCnen will drink snail quantities of ~t alcohclic drinks at celeb­

rations am SlX:lke cigarettes or a PJ.Pe occasionally. They will atteni public

dan::es ally if accarpani.ai by men. They don't gani:>le. tblen are# ~.

active participants at religioos ceretr:Jnies as da..'1CerS. possessed spirits

am preparers of food. A nunber of resparDents inticate:i that w:men are ncre

serioos because ic is they wIXl must respcnj to tlEir c:hildren' s needs eadl

day while. for the !nP!l, the children are less visible.
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Comerce.. 1tgriculture am An:iInal HpsharxD:y

wanen's involvarent in c::am1eJ:'Ce.. agriculture. am animal llusbaI'Q:y is

ccrrelat:Ed with. their region of res.iderce am their irdividtJal social am

ecaxm:ic~. The foUowi.nq descL:ipt.ia'lS are of rural w:Jren

fran different regions.. livil'J3' ar:ra:J3SlElts am ecalClllic ci.rcLmlstances.

These sketches are dxawn to~ the~ with ooth the t}'pica.l.mss

am the variatims in tb:! role of rural Haitian waneIl.

The rural area arani Thcmazeau in the Cll-de-Sac Plain is generally

arid but has sana irrigation. The soil is salty in spots. Sugar ani rice

are the main crq:s but millet.. com,. S\to1eet potatoes.. manioc, beans, tanatoes,

eggplants.. aUans, plantains an1 bananas are also grown. sane years ago it

was a charcoal pr00l£ti.."lg area.. but the trees are gme lX'lW to the extent

that pecple often buy~ or charcoal far CXX1ki.ng. 'lb! ~'ll of Thanazeau

is easily accessible by mtorized vehic1e fran Port-au-Prince an:i is aOOut

l~ to 2 hcm's travel time fran the city. The village is amtb=r one hour's

walk fran 'lbanazeau. It is accessible by vehicle bit tl1ere is no ccmnercial

traffic to the village.

The prwipal oocupatiaa of many of the \1One1l in this reqion is Camerce

Gf the travelli.nq .inte11nBdiary tojpe oftJan calJsi "MIdam Sara". This \\lOrd is

deriwd fran the 1V'!t8 C!>f a tlird Vlieh mikes a lot of ooise. This tem\ is

l'1Gt. liked by the mazftet ]adjes since it carries with it the ~tatian C!>£

SCJteale l\tIG is CJOSSipy am ~lscD!. '!be~ prefer tG be callei

"~r lMrke't laii_. A yoJPJ wtIN!II\~ has~ cioinJ tbis 8OZ't C!>f

~ fer 7 yean CJ&V'! the fG~ aot:D1nt 0f her lifec~

aRI tratinq activities..
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She llaS barn of parents fran the rural area araJID 'lhInazeau am lived

with her IIDther in a peasant vi.llage until she was about 10 years old.

At that time she left bane to werle far her gatIDther, a market la:iy W10

livej in Port-au-Prince. Sb! went to live with her gc:xim:)ther as the result

of her mother's inability to a:lequately sut"'tJOLt her family diter a cyclone

passed t:hrc:ugh the village. As she was the oldest c:hild ani capable of

~, tlUs anaLJgerent prcvidai sane relief for her~. She became

far her qcXinr>ther loinat in Haiti is kIlown as a "ti nom.". (This tezm is

the generic name for child, l::ut in this context bas the specific meaning of

a child who is sent by his;11er f~ly to live ani work in the bane of

another. In return, the ti moun is fliKl. clothed and occasionally sent to school).

'nU.s wanan perfor:nei the tasks of~, ironing, cleaning and~

for ber gOOIoother. She also accanpaniai her gcrlm:>ther on market trips

ani learnai to do camerce in this manner. 'l1le ga3irother has since left

Baiti ani is living in New York City.

The yo.mg ltotIniU'l cm.tinues to live in Port-au-Prince and rents a roan

downtown near the market. She makes 2 trips each 'leek to the camtJ:yside

to wy prcduce, to sell in Port-au-Prince. en WEdnesiays she travels by

camercial truck to CrGix Fer am BelJ.amre to l:uy COl"11 and beans in

9818al (Nc:M!mber). Later at in tB! 98'1Ql she will buy millet. Before she

lalves PGr't-au-Priro! she SCI1I!times buys rice to sell wholesale in Croix

Fer ani Be] 1adke. She retl1ms to POrt-au-PrirD! Thursday evenirqs and

sells her prtDiOe to *~z", retailers. She does not sell retail

herself. Q1 Fridays at'O:U'd ro:m she travels aqain by camercial truck to

M1.rebalais to b.1y ca:n am beans. She will alsG 111y millet tllere later in

BeaIQ\. She a;;ain. returns to l'ort-ali-Prince Saturday evenings with her
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pro"hre. She do:-sn't l:::uy anything in Port-au-Prince to sell in ~!irehalais

becanSf! there isn't erx:ugh time far i t. Aq~ she sells her prcxfuce in

Pcrt-au-Prin=e to ret?!; lers. When she l::uys prcXhx::e in Croix Fer, Bel lad&e

am MirehaJais, she buys directly fran peasant faxners or fran s:ateone who

has already b::ught fran them.

She figures her profit after she has fin::.shed selJ irq the produce each

trip. For the week prior to em- disc::ussion her investment was $300. 00 per

trip. On the first trip she lost $lO.CJ()~ but on the secord trip she made

a profit of $30.00, "so far her ~'s "«lrk she mcde $20.00.

She figures her profit to be what renains after her costs are covered.

Aside fran her invesment capital, there an: other costs. As a passenger

wit:halt prcxfuce she nust pay $2.00 far a one way trip. If she carries

prcnuce she doesn't have to pay for he1.self rut pays a fee per sack for

transport. At! BelJa3ke she pa} \ i $2. 00 per sack for transport; at her

other stop;a she pays $1.60 per sa:k. Belladke is fart"er aw8!J, therefore

the transport cost is higher. She also pays a fee of $0.40 per sack for

~rkers to lced them alto the t:n1c:k ani pays a fee of $0.20 per sack for

worka's to unlocd the sacks. Q1ce she arrives in Port-au-Prince she pays

a fee of $0.60 per sack per day far a depot.

Market ladies pay depot fees by the day, if they have produce in a depot,

they may sleep there free of charge. Market 1mes wID wish to avoid

plying' depot fees can keep their prcx11x.'e with them am sleep in the market

free of charge. They, 1'I:lwever, run the risk. of losinJ prcx1uce anVor

I'lID!Y to t:hieYes 1P.tU.le they sleep. If a market lady sells directly in

fmnt of the depot, she is obligated to pay an cD1i.tiona1 small fee per



-10-

lmit for the privilege of seJ1 ing at this particular location. Market

Jaties are sanetines wi.llinJ to pay this fee l:ecause prcrluc~ sells better

there than even a sb:Jrt di.stanc:e ~.

This market laiy also has other costs. She must pay for a gcverrm:mt

patents (li..cense), a sun of $7.36 each year, and an identity card for $2.00

each year. She pays far a maid, a yoor:q~ who ncved to Port-au-Prince

fran the rat:h of Haiti ($8.00 per IOOl'lth plus 2 meals per day). The maid

takes care of the chikIren W:1ile she is a!Ila.y on her marketing trips.

The gcwerment license seems to vaJ:Y in price (in the Nort..'1 i:. was

reported as costing $11.00) ani is oot requi.nd far all foms of marketing.

It is requirEd of the travelling intennediaries 'Who my in the comtry

markets, yet oot all market ladies of this type can affacd it. In this

regard an interestinq neht.t>xK hal develcped which speaks to tlE importance

of JUn ties in marketing (far further infacna.ticn an this 'tq)ic see Iegennan

1971). rt!rket wanen 'Who are able to do so, I::l1y the necessary license.

Jelative wID can't afford to buy the license make an arrarr;enent with the

b.tyer. When authorities ask to see her license, the non-licensed market

~l' says she is J:uyi.rq produce fer the licensed w:Jnan. When the authorities

check with tb! licensed market lady, she ca1firms that it is so, tnt in

a:t11ality the other market laiy is J:l1yi.Bj far herself ard rx:>t far the

licensed market 1a1y.

'.Che lia!nse can also be used to cut down the CCIlp!tition. If a wanan

rttices that tb!re are ~'1ers ~ always b1y where she does ani knows that

they are unl.icenIIed, she may report theIn to the official in an effort to

prevent thII!!n tran cxnti.nui.n] in e<mnerce.
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Family ties are also an inq:;lortant scm:ce of credit for caznerce. Eus­

bands fr~tly give their wives the cap!tal necessary to start in a:rmerc:e.

This market laiy got started in amnerce ~ith the crelit she received fran

an aamt. When she has difficulties and losses her investment capital, she

l OLLOWS~ fran family nenbers to start over.

Family ties help to make the process of marketing easier. This merket

laiy has a cnJSin Mlo also travels back am forth fran' the camtryside

doing ccmner::e. The crosin ~..ays with her wilen she is in Port-au-Prince

ani cx::casionally sells fer her. She also has relatives who buy praiuce in

CClJntty markets she doesn't frequent. 'Ibese relatives sanetines buy for

her am seni the prcrlu::e to the camtry market where she picks it up.

'!'his wanan has 3 children, a sen aId 2 daughters. She is rot married.

'!be father of her first child, her 7 year old scm, went to Nt!w York 6 years

ago am doe.'S not sern her anythinq for the child I s support. She has 2

daughters (aged 2 years am 4 lTCnths respectively) by a secaJi man who does

not live with her wt supports his children when l'e is able. Her son lives

with her ard goes to sc:1xx>1 in Port-au-Prince. The infant is also in her

care, bIt tbe 2 year oJd daughter is livi.rJ:j in Jaarel with her grarrloother.

She will stay with her grardn:l>ther until she is 4 yea.rs .:Jd. Then she will

cane to Port-au-Prince to live with her mtner am go to sd1ool. The child

went to live with her granirDther as an infant because she was ill am her

mther was too b1sy with her \«%k in camerce to PJ:'OV:ide her with the

necesSHy care an:! attentiQ'l.

This market 1a:1y attemed a state run scJx)ol am learned how to do

EItIbroidery am sew1nq in her ycuth. Sho~ have liked to have l:em a
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seanstress wt wasn't able to gather erOlJgh l!I:ll'leY tcx;1e1±er to buy a sewing

machi re am the necessary materials. New she feels that: if she had nore

capital. she w:Wd expaIIi her came:cial activities. She does not stock

ite:ns in onier to sell at a higher price when they are scarce becCOlse she

can't: affat'd to do so. She YOl.1d also be calCeD1E!d abcut the prablan of

loss due to spoilage ard rcx3ents.

Many other waren still livin;r in this rural area are also extensively

involved in ccmnerce of the travellin] int.eJ:InsiiaIy type. T1Ey often leave

their hares on 110rDay ani don't return until satuJ:day evening. 'n1ey usually

serd focx1 ani necessary clothinq bane far their families orr::P. a week. If

they have an older girl child, they will leave the hoosehoJd c1Dres - coo.ting,

cleaning, washin:.i, .ironi.nJ - ani respa1Sibili~~ far the care of younger

children in her harris. If they dcm't have an older child, they might have

their l'nlsbams do cx:x::icinq am c:.:hild care, am make an arr&"'XJE!DI!llt fC'l:' saneone

else to harJile t:be l.aurm:y. If there is no msbaBi, a w::mm will leave the

care of her children in the barDs of arcther relative, sanet:imes an older

wanan \tA1o is no J.onJer eRJagsi in camerce herself. If possible, pec1;)le

also like to sen.i their C'.hi1dren to boami.nJ sc:h:lol in Port-au-Prince.

These schools therefc:a:e, serve the dual func't.ia1s of providing education

and clU.ld cam.

Older watEl1 reo-] 1 that t:1'8ir JtDthers used to eBJage in the same k.i.m

of carmeroe Cut rete that~ are differences teday. lbI!n U8S1 to travel

and transport.. gocds by anbnal.: now they travel by ecmnercial truck. !ra'easEd

transpcrt.at1al costs ani intlatia\ require them to have larger S\.IYl8 of

i.m1e8tment capital than fa:merly. :AI!ducBi trClVtll tilne pemd.ts wanEI1 to
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iIx:rease their trips of purchase, bIt profits are rot as reliable since

IIXJre~ are doing camerce. The runber of waren involved in camerce

in:reasai after R.D:ri.canQ Hazel (1954) passed thrcugh the village. Prior to

the ~looe ncre t«:me1'l W!!re ea;aged in agricultural ~, plantin;J, He iipg

ani 1:arvesti.nq as~ as the keepiD} ani selli.a; of goats, sheep, pigs ani

chickens. bien USEd to make arxi sell sisal repe, straw sleepin; mats am

sa3cues in greater runber than they do t:OOay.

MJrray ani Uvare2 (1975, 12l-U3) suggest that the extensive am increased

im,"t>lvanent of rural~ fran this area in ccmnerce has bad tl1e following

effe:ts:

1. '!be internal market systsn Ca:lStitutes a separate status systsn

thrcugh wh5 f"'.h w:Il&l can IlDVe up in the ~ld i.r.dependent of the ecaxmic

status of their hJsban:ls.

2. Suo::essful b:.siness activity becanes an expected part of the female

role.

3. It draws~f~~ a!IIaY fran agricultural activities.

4. '!be weekly sh.i.pIImt of food fran Part-au-Prin:e is expected am has

the effect of erxxuraginJ the use of gardens less as a scurce of food than

as a SOlrCe of tradiJ'q capital.

5. The "balance of pc:M!r- in the 1'I:u8etx)]d has shifted in the ~.s

directicm.

6. In sane ".... men have given over their gardens to sharecropping

ani have~ to the city to iWJiat their wives.

7. The success of the daneRtic 9%WP rises by virtue of trade rather
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8. The al::oence of wanen in the lnne has created a shift in danestic

roles.

9. The situation ccul.d depress chi Jdtearing if it is seen as an eoonanic

liabjlity.

10. '!be absent 100ther creates a different type of m:>ther-ebi1d oond.

11. cemtact with Port-au-Prince has in sore cases created ~le I s higher

aspirations far their chi.1dren.

12. 'I11ere is a broa3er ra.n:;e of potential mate selection fer young v.aoon.

13. Sane older~ choose to care to Port-au-Prince to live ~yj.th their

daughters. This leaves their husbands in relative isolation at hcrre.

overtime this vi.llage has experienced ccnsi.derable chan3e. Many pec.ple

fran here \EJ:lt to tl'e Danini.can Iepublic to 1IICrk until they were forced

back urr3er Trujillo in 1939. Later, the devastation of Hurricane Hazel

greatly altered ecaxmic activity. Access to the inpI'O\7ed road ne1X)rk am

praKimity to the i.ncreasin;ly nolerni.zed Port-au-Prince area have also haj

. considerable ircpact a'l the village eccnany. As the following sketches

dsnc:r1strate, the extensive inYoIVBtEnt of \tQtleI1 fran Th:Jnazeau in carmerce

as tra\'elling int:elmedi.aries, l>Jhile certainly a representative type, is not

typical of xnany other rural Haitian wanen.

'!he IUral area O1tsiae of GraD3e Riv:iAre du Nord is nomt.ainous; rainfall

is usually adequate. Crc.ps are varied am camistof coffee, cocoa, beans,

nanioc, sweet potatoes, ce::::trn.r pearuts, plantains, bananas am breadfruit.

The f%Uits prctbred are orarJjeS, grapefruit,~, grenatine, coconut

am CQt'OS)l. Tbe area USBi to.produce cashews l:I1t tor the past several years

the tl... have Deen diseased am have not pt'Od1.:IcED well. Cotton was also

prcduced sane years aqo, but no la1ger since there is little market for it
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am the price is 1c::Iw. Trees are fairly abJmant in canparisa'l ~..th sane

other regions in Haiti. ~ for cooking is gathered, never purchased.

Charcoal. prOOuction is very limi.ted. Hcusing is net organized by vi.J.lage

bIt is scat:ten;d t:hrcugfnlt tiE ltD.lntains. '!be area is accessible by foot

or an.iJnal a1ly am is abJut Ii hour walk uphill fran GrarDe Riviere du !bm.

Public transportation is available fran GranJe Riviere to cap-Haitien, 15

miles away.

The occupations of l-nnen in this area tem to be centeJ:ed in the haJsehold.

VQnen are primarily responsible for child care and household managem:mt

marketing, cooking, cleaninq, washin:], ira1.i.n] etc. for the the family.

'!hey intersperse these activities with the selling of prcx3uce fran the family

ga%dens and cccasional ccmneI:Ce. ~ are primarily responsible for agriculture

am am:ilnal.:1J.Jsbardry~ they han::Ue tfe sale of the export <:tq) (coffee) an::i

large animals. 'l!'le role of~ here eattrasts marksUy with that of

~ in the '1lx:Inazeau area am canes closer to representin;J the more tradi­

tional role. of namtain peaMnt wanen. In families where h.1sbard am wife

are both present, their roles tern to be in balance. In families heaied by

~ the t«Jnen ten::1 to perfoxm lll:)J:e agricultural '«Jrk.

An exaDl?le of a fairly typical wanan living in this area is a married

~ liviDJ with her lmIban::i ani 8 children. She ca'1Siders l'erself fortunate

in that all of her children are livirq, a1~ they all have stunted

<jrOItt:h am I*Ye exhibited other ctIa'cacteristics of malJutritia'l. 'l!le family

has made ca1SiderIIb~ sacrifJ.oes to sen:! their chiJdren to school. 'lb!ir

eldest child, a l:xJy, is currently livirq with relatives in a nrArby town
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There are 5 boi--.s ani 3 girls in the fanily ranJing in age fran U years

to 4 years. '!bey all perfatm chores in the household deperxling an their

age am sex. The girls ~-ally sweep CboJses am courtyards are~y

swept every nmning), <:any water to the haJse !rem the spring, IMke thE

bed, clean the heuse, help with the CCXlking, dish washing, clothes washing

am i.ralinq, ani r.m:keting. '!be boys generally gather ani cut wccxl far the

CCXlking fire, graze thE! animals, aId help with the garden cultivation ani

harvesting. ~.JS am yoong men c1..int> 'trees to~t COC01llts, oranges

ani other froi.ts. When the boys becane young men they are often given their

own gardens to cultivate. Yamg~ are often given roney to engage in

ccmnerce. Vbi.le these tasks are sex-specific, they are not rigid. This

divisioo of labor holds generally thralghwt the regi.cns visited for this

rE!fOLL.

This wanan started doing' ccmnerce when she was a young girl still living

with her parents. On Wednes3ays she lOlld leave lnue with a group of other

yo.mq waren like herself am take a cxmnercial truck to St. RaJ;tlae1. She

w::Wd sleep in the INUket place with the others overnight am a'l 'Ihursday

b1y rice am beans before ret:urnirJJ lune. On Satw:day she \CAlld go with a

grcup of pecple by animal transport to~ to sell her rice am beans.

Her parents initially qaye her $3.00 seed DDWy to do camm:oe.:t She ccWd

usually tum a profit of a dollar. She was net <i;)l!qated to turn over

irM!stmen.t capital or profits to her puents, l:iut she 'WCUJd saneti:mes brinq

tbEm feal <Jifts.

Since she is married am has smll c::hildren, sIB doesn't do this kind

of catUELce art¥ ttm'e. She also does not l«>rk in the garden or take care Qf
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animals. Her~ is essentially tflat of :hcasebJld manage:te1t. Gl'e krx:xvs

hew to sew by bani am makes all of t:er CWl clotlEs r all of tt.e girls'

clothes am the sma 1J boys' clothes. '!be older boys' clothes am her husbard' 5

clotOOs are na3e by a tailor. ~ is in keeping with ti2 cust:an in Haiti.

seamstresses make w::men' s clothes an tailors make Irel' 5 clothes). She

w:::uld like to do sewi.I:q as a t:rcK3e tnt can't bEcanse she is teo J::w;y with

the chiJdren ar·j lacks a sewing machine. She sells in the :marKet in GranJe

Rivik-e what surplus there is fra:t the gcm3ens cultivated by her husbam.

With the rooney t'l1us abtainai ste purchases in the sane market place other

i tans ne jei b'.l the fanily. She also sells t:c:bacco an a snall scale fran

her heine to pecple. in the nejqhtloIinxi.

NU1e a rnmi:Jer of l«:ltEn in t..'ti.s area erqage in cx::mtErCe "... cx:mnerce

is CD! of relatively snail scale ••• cxmnerce in cashews r far exaIt1?le r is

very ImJCh seasonalr ani a~ may decide to W'dertake the cc:msiderable

effort involved in order to raise nD1E!Y fer a~ purpose ••• not for

the ptXpoBe of 3CClIl1Ulation ard reinvestment far its own sake. ror lTI3nY

t:hen.. ccmneroe is periaiic or seasmal. Fer sane it is }'ear arcund am nearly

full time. Ani fer a few it is specnlative ani of a larger scale." (~'"err

l~l).

sells the CJarden sw:p1us ill the madet to secure the furds to prc:w:iile fC%

~ htusstlCi11d. 1'I!Il!id8. In cdiitim tB t:h1s,many~ enqage in sane fotm

of CGiliace. 'DIe fGlklwi.aJ ...plaa i.DI:k:ate the vary1.1'lq 1'lDies of ocm:nerce

enqilCJed in by ldOen of tN.. l'eJia\.

c:me older 101liU1, a Wl!ll established reta; ler, has been selli.rJj since

she was a youR} 1IOIIU'l. She startBi .,URl coffee, then caE\heWs, then grain.
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NcM .st2 blys b:rea:i ani canly in the Grame Ri.viere market am sells it in

the Cl:OSSJ:ocd. Anotner goes cn::e a week to l::uy peanuts at a COlJIltry market

to sell in several ~.l~. She cxx:=asianally buys chicks, raises then

at lx:Ire am sells tb:m at the same tcJiWn nmkets. Aoother~ buys rice

in GraDie Ri~re, stcres it in her hwse am sells it fran her bane to local

]?eq)le. This ~"7!;; cut~ for her siIx:e she can take caxe of her snall

baby at the sane time.. Another~ specializes .in the cxx:asional sale

of meat.. Arxicher buys ·clairin", a ki.r¥i of rtmt. by the gallon fran the

factory am sells it in snall wlnnes fran her bane. AnotlEr wanan l::uys

peamts, makes peanut bla.-tt:er in her courtyard am sells it. While the sale

of coffee, the export crep, is banilBd 0\.1 men, w:::men process coffee az¥i

cocoa for use in the bane am sell it en th! internal marke:t. Several 'ttaren

sell cassave.

The cassava mak:.inq process is an interestin:.:J exart1?le of the ki.ni of

interp1a'.l characteristic of the roles of men am wanen. in tural Haiti. The

Cliltivat.icm am hal:vesti.nq of the manioc is .fw'Ii1A!d by ltBl. ~ cane

with d.alkeys to transport the harvested manioc to the ha1se. A gI'CUP) of

lOnen assenble in the afternoon to peel the manioc: a ~CJJP of men cane in

the even.iDJ to <)rate it. Men press tile <jratsi manioc. 'n1e next d.ay the

llBl bake the cassava~ am! the \IItItEI'l take it to market.

lbt1en in this ilmBUate au:ea do net V%k as .icultural ws:Je laborers,

bI.it peopLe lc:ncIf Gf places not too tar ~tant wtEe they do. ~ will

occasia'1ally 1«)Jjt in tlIe qarden, part.kW.arly during the harvest, Bat they

do nat do heavy CJ.... work. Jk)th men an! 'AtInBn harvest coffee beans lut

ally wanen pick the beans thlt have fallen t.o the~ during the first
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picki..ng. Men take care of am sell goats, pigs ani COiS. \'Oren ta.lte care

of ani sell chickens ani turkeys: they sanetimes fesi the pigs. M=n take

care of am sell bxses au! dcriceys. ilbnen heeDs of oom;ehold will have

men relatives u::J:k their larIi fer~ hire it da1e, J:etlt out the laM or

in s::I!e cases~ it themselves. If they own large anilnals, they usnally

make arraD3anents far a man to take (".are of them for a fee.

SHucker (1981) inii.cates that there is ca1Siderable out migration fran

this area of yomg pecp.le, espe:ially wcmen. 'Ibis is acccunted for by marriage

ani ercployment of~ &.'; danestic servants. 'Ib!re is also the case of 2

ywr¥J sisters wOO mYed to Cap-Hai.tien to wa:x as prostitut:es until they

ccu.1d, collect enoJgh I'IOlI!Y to engage in camexce. Both retumed to the

neiqhborhcai with VD sanetiaw! later. Q1e of the sisters also 1m m ani

died. '!be other sister reccwered, marrisd ani establiSL'1ed a hoosef'x)]d in

the neighbothccxi.

A ca'ltrast in farturJes is also exhi.bitaJ by another pair of sisters.

After their mother's deatb. llhi.ch oc:xm'J:'fId Y'IIm both were~ children.

ale Gf the sisters went tel> live with an aunt in OJp-Haitien: the other went

to live with her grardfather in the nei9f'JboEb:xd. The fatmer child was sent

to school, became 'Well .meatai, lIBttitd ard 1tI1JWd to Itb1t.rea1. 'lh! latter

chiJd ..~ t:ei to wr:rk far her C)raIdfather S\£h that when school

authorities aII8 lodt.iJ1IJ for her, her ~th!r bid her umer the bed.

She alsG marriEd liut~ a poc:r peeeant 't«:IDan.. Until ~ly she hIlS

cb1e occaaiCl'lal CXIIIII!roe in cosoruts ani~i her age :00 lOl'l]8C pez:mits

SIlEh~ lOrk. She is rcw widr:wef ard lives with her son~ cultivates

her snall hGld1:rIJs.
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The cha.D;es aver tine in this region have been slower am less drastic

than t1xlse in t1'E 'lbmazea1J. area; they are na:e closely link.ai to climatic

am other envircnnental factx::a:s than they are to IlD3ernizatia:l trems.

N::men's activities:.are centered at b:me am in <XIlIIE!rOe- W::men here are

less active in agricultural ~k than are t:1X)se described in the following

brief sketches drawn fran other regialS.. .

'lb! fertile grain g:rowi.nJ re.;icn of OJf:edCAl cuts:b::3e of Gcnaives is

rather flat ani arid. r-tillet, oxn am beans are the prin:ipal crops.

There is CC11Siderafl1e agricultural wage laCer in the area. A man wh:> 't.Orks

a full day is paid $2.00 am receives 2 meals am drink. The roost CUti.al

labor practice is ltfx::ut zeblt, whereby a man Mrks a certain al:Dm.t of lam

for a fixsi fee. At this rate men can make abJut $4.00 per day. t'b'!en

never~ in the latter fashi<n altln1gh they do 'WOrk as aqriOll~-al.

wage laborers. N:men are paid at a rate of $1.20 for a full day's w::>rlt or

$0.60 for a half day. This ~k might cc:m.ist of planti.t'JJ.. ltle jing am

harvesti.Bj beaM am corn. ~ are often pajd in kini for harvesting.

'!'hey also take care of am sell all fam animals incl\ding CXJWS 1 the exception

is that they do not haldJ.e "difficult" cows.

GrarD! savanne in the Nortl'Irest is a seas:We fi.shinq vi.llage situated

at the salt flats. ~le also mly en CJRZ:iDJ animals ani fanni,rq fC!Jr

their incane tut Iep1 L that they haven't had a good hanest in the past

J years. tbnm cJD Jut perfaan agr.iaU.mral W9& l.abGr hate. 'lheir main

cxxupatials are child cam, toileebGJd~~ CQii1eta! ani harvesti1r}..

MJnen sell fisfl ani all fam animals inchdi.llJ OOWII. In cDiitiat, It\lIl¥

waRen travel to Gonaives tG b1y ~1<garette8, I'\IIl, rioe# beans, oom meal,
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clothr soapr etc.. to sell in the neighborhood.. The w:men travel by camercial

truck; prior to tb:! rocKJs' being built they 1o.'ellt by J::oa.t. 'TI1ey fim the

truck to be ncre expensive tut suicker.. vanen engage in harvestir:q al.a:!g

with the neIl I::ut demIt usn a1Jy do otb!r garden ~k. tia!en do all fcn::ms

of garden~ if they have no hnsbard or other man. to do it for them. Both

men am w::m:m eD]a;e in animal husbaIxhy.

Ti Riviere in tl1e oorthwest is located in an arid hig1:l1.am area. 'Ib!

primary agricultural c:rq;>s are pear11ts, millet, ~t potatoes, manioc, beans

aai corn... The area also relies heavily on charcoal for its SUfPOrL. There

is limitEd animal lJJsbarxb:y. '!his calSists ltl:>stly of goats, chickens, an:i

a few pigs.. Pec:ple also keep dookeys, mules, horses am an ~ional a:M.

~ in the area have as their occupations child care, lnJsehold

manaqe.nent, agricultural 1«>rk, charcoal maki.nq ani occasiCl'lal ccmnerce.

Ccmnerce is snall scale an:i limited to t:hi.ngs lGne1l can sell in the reigh­

borhood. This is due to tie fact that~ here generally lade the means

to engage in larger scale camerce. ~«men take care of chickens: nen

usually take care of the otter animals. Men am \Gl1en often share the

agricultural l«rk. For exanple, men plant peanuts am dig thBn up. '!be

1«:ItI!n gather, d.ty an:! stare tlw:n. N:1ten also make peanut !:utter and peanut

caniy. A sisal hardcraft project that eI11?loys both men am 'NtI!Iel'l has

recently st:artsi in the nei(jbbca:hccxl.

Pecpls have difficW.ty~ thIInselves year arcwd in thi.s area.

Them is therefore ~abla M''U1Ill autmi<jratia1 to fild work. Both

men ani wanen lalve heI:e to work in Gonaives an:i the Art.i1;onite. ~ Gften

CJG tc;) the Artiboni12 far J IIDl'lth periods (!)f time to hiu:vest rice. It was
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nota:i that pecple dcn't migrate. to New York or Miami b~use they can't

afford ita BecaISe of this type of migration fran tie mrthwest it is easy

for pecple in Aose EbJqe ani St. Marc to obtain "ti l1DIJ1'l" • In better times

tl'ese. children are IX)t SO avai Jahle.

An exant=ll.e of hew a llltJDan' S \oJCrk pattern may change by c:iroJmstan:es

is represented by an older wanan ercamte.red while she was 1'xleing her gazden

in the L'Arbre plain. She is the nether of 7 chi.Mren. She was never

legally married rot enjoyej a stable "pJ.ase" relationship with her husbard

until he died.

She stated that while she was marrisi, life was gocrl~ the family never

knew lmnger. turin;' that time sl'e never w:>rks! in the garden. She took

care of fam animals am sold live ani.mals L"'¥:ll.ldin] cows. She no lmger

en;~ in animal h1sbarm:y since the passing of the law which prdUbits

free grazing. She USEd to travel to cap-Hait:ien to tuy cloth to sell in

the market of Mae Ralge an:l su:r:rourd.i.rJ area. Since her husbani' s death

she lt1.lSt w:rk in the garden ani has no time fer ccmneroe.

She also lost lani after her husband's death. Her husbaR1 hai been

legally married to another 'WatIan. After the man's death, a lam dispute

arose aver land this wanan l'Bi bc:ught with her lmsbani., The dispute was

lIettlsi in favor of the nan's legal c:hildren. The lard lost to this wanan

was goai irrigatsi lard; she.!'O'I works her own inherited land. In cxntrast,

acrCAS the J:oed fran~ this 1GlIIn was workinq alone in her qamen, a

~ of 4 ItW\ wre wcrJd.nq as agricultural wage laborers in the CJarden

of a TJ«JMn M1aIe JmsbIud is taiporarily e!JI1I1y fran hane.
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Ka Phi 1 ir:P! is located in tie IX>rt:hwest in a valley bebieen 2 IOClUntain

rarJ}eS. It is a few haJrs drive inlam fran the main rca:1. 'l1Je area receives

little rain. '!here is 00 fruit grown here. '!be creps are primarily corn,

mi 1let, pear.Illts am beans. Charcoal is also proonced.

trbDen er.qage in child care, ha1selx)Jd management am sane camerce.

'l'hey are very active in agricultural wcr.k am charcoal making. The watB'l

sell prcrluc:e fran their gardens; tl'ey also buy corn, millet am beans in

otmx' areas to sell in the neighborln:xi. Both nen am~ engage in anilnal

hJsbaniry ani sale of animals, but men are IOC'lI'e likely to ta~e care of larger

animals while~ take care of c.'1i.ckens. Pecple dO'l't keep cows.

Men. ani l«J'llell ~r.k toge~ in agriculture arD charcoal~. Both

make straw hats, baskets am sleepirJ] mats. Ka Phili~ seems to be sane­

what a typical in that w:men's participatioo in a;riculture arD charcoal

making is ItDre thcrc:ugh going than in other areas. It also struck this

autJ.1ar that a larger mwtiJer of llItJlEll~ more vocal than in other places

regarding agricultural practice arC camuni.ty camcil activities when these

questions were addressed to a mi.Jaed ~Ta.1p of men am watB'l.

Savien is located in the irrigated rice grc:JWi.n;r region of the Artilx:mite

valley. wanen' s primary occupaticms here are child care, household manage­

ment, cx:mnerce am agr:icW.t.ural wark. Cat1neJ:ce is generally in rice ani

corn. ibnen usus lly i: urchase ca:n in Petite Rivi.ere to sell at Pont Scm~

am Per t---au-Pr:i.ooe. '!bey sell rice at the sane locaticms. In cx>ntryt

to the corn, rice 1s 1W:"Yestsi tran their own gatdens or puI'Chaeed in the

neigh1X1rhccxi fer re-llille in. aoother~. 'N:Inen buy unh.ll1e1 rice which

they process before se1linq. '!be prooessinlJ involves BOakil'J] the rice
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in water fer 3 days, t:!'En heating it in salt water (certa.in varietJ.es only)

before placing it on a c.....-n:rete slab in the S\m to dl:y for up to 4 days.

The rice is then poun3al with a ncrtar-ard-pestle or gram by machine after

W:1i.c::h it is winnowed. '!be entire pLccessin], except far the griniing, is

11S'3l 1y hamlai by l.ODeIl..

In this area, ~'s 'NOrk in agriculture varies accordi.n.3' to means

regard Jess of marital status. A \«mln wb:> can afford it does no agric.u.ltural

'WOrk. For TGtIel'l TNho do, the agricultural work pattern is as follows~ Both

nen arxi~ w.::>rk togetfEr in the rice nurseries. Transplants are carrioo

to the garden by ani:mal or on t1'E ~cds of men am WEen. Men prepare

the soil. Both men am w:men plant rice but l1E11 are roore likely to do this.

The w:men who do it are more like~y to be young waneI1. l'bren are ncre

heavily iJ'lYOlved in harvesti.D1 tl'e rice. Both men am wanen w.::>rk at,~ ;ing

alt the rice fields after the hazvest. Both 'AlOrk in "cx:unbitR style

(collacti.ve weJ:X party) in this area. Usual~y men ~k togetfEr l:ut separately

fran the~ (am vice versa), but. saretimes ttere is a :miJced grc:u~ of

men ani worst. Both. men am w:::men wor.:K as agricultural ""age laborers,

l«:ItB'l nm-e often in tbe harvest than at other t;i.mes. M:m are paid $1.60

an:i wtIIEl $1. 20 far a haJ.f day's work, one meal includei; or, they are paid

in kird. It WI! suggested by one respc:rD!nt that \\anerl are paid less

I:ecCllaee tbey work les8 quickly than men.

At Chlez:m in the~ anta of Kenscoff wanen are chiefly involved

in oc:JIIlIela! tut saae 'C:lrk tlie 1aRl as well. lbe\ reportedly do qarden

w:rk fere either IB:-aM t:tey dcm' t have hu8baRis or atb!r men available

to tlBn, J:.e::a!ilM they like to garden, or because their husbards den' t \o.1Ork

batdo
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La Gonave is a small isla."Xi off the west coast of Haiti; it is nom­

tairx::JUs am~ by arid coastal lowlams. Its principal creps are

cern, millet, manioc, sweet potatoes, ~amts, beaN;, pmpdns am sisal.

Vi:men engage in child care, l'xu;ehold management, agriculture, aniInal hus­

baIrlty, ccmnerce am cr.arcoal making.

Men am w:men wotK together here in agriculture. Men dig tb:! roles to

plant millet ar¥i w::men follow to plant am CClV&. ~:en US]#! 1 Jy weed the

gardens. Both men an:i 'VlOIlen, but Ita'e often waren, haJ:vest tb:! millet,

sack it am carry it b:me. Men ani waten, but more often men, shell it;

~ wi.nncJw it ani sell it. Corn am beans are handled in much the sane

fashion; nen generally grim corn. M:m prepare the soil an:i plant manioc

ani sweet potatoes; the wanen follow am cover the plants. ~-B'1 also dig .

thfm up, l:ut \oUnel1 follow the men am gat"ler the tubers out of the field.

~icJren~ gcu:rlens when the~ are small. They also pick limes am a

fnti.. t called ~cachiman".

People on La Gonave also make cassava bread fran manioc. wanen usually

hamle the entire process but men sanetimes peel am grate the manioc. The

cassava made here is snaller than the type ma1e in Grarrle RiviAre am is

not as extensively retailed. It is usually made in a cooki.rq pot.

Meo am w=men divide the labor involved in rqsn.aking. Sisal is often

Cllt by men,~ with rocks by waten, then str:i.RJed by men. Scm!times

it is sold in this state. aec:elltly pecpJe have not been maJti.nq it into card

becmase there is little IMrket fer it, wt when they do both men am w:men.

make card.
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Animal husbarJ;iry is generally crnsideT'Ed to be man's~ J:ut if a

~ deesn ' t have a man to take care of t:l'E anilr.a.ls far her, she will do

it herself. Fowl are usually taken care of by 'Wa:eIl. Men sell C'OWS, horses,

daJkeys alii ",lJes. w:men sell fewl ani scmetimes pigs and goats. H:JreIl

slaughter fewl ani goats; men s1cuj'lter the other animals.

it.Jnen on the islar.d en;age in camerce in goods purchased in Port-au­

Prince. These items cc:osist of such things as rum, sugar, flour, oil, rice,

beans, soap, matches,. et.e. sane of the wanen travel to Port-au-Prince to

make parchases. Others stay on the islam ani l:uy fran these w:rnen in

omer to retail locally. Itsns Slrh as chickens, eggs,. pearuts, mushroans,.

limes, goats am turkeys are J:xught en La Gonive am taken to Port-au-Prince

to sell. Wcmen do~ as ajricultural wage laborers on La C:iOnaYe bIt it

is generally the poc:l[er waren wtx:> 00 so.
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'lbe pre1aninant ecorxnti.c role of lGIIell in Haiti is e::amerce. 'nJe in­

volvEilEul of 1llarEn in crnrnerce takes a nJmher of different foz:ms. '!he

sane w:mm may he involved in CCJl1tIerCe to a greater or lesser degree at

different tines in b!r life,~ on her circumstances. A w::mm may

restrict herself to sell;D:} ~nat is prooJ''CErl in tb! family gardens. This

sell; D:} is not pIq)eI'ly termed ccmnerce. She may sell fran th! garden am

also occasionally do camerce. Sane w:mm bly things in the local market

to sell frc'm their Jxmes or at a small scale in the crossroads or at public

gatherirK]s. The latter are usually such things as nm, cigarettes, tobacCD,

bread, peanut butter, caniies, or prepared foods such. as fried pork, fritters,

rice am beans or coffee. There are wanen wOO regularly bJy agricultural

or manufcctured goods at tbe local market to sell in 3Mller quantities

at the local market, or they may travel to a distant market to buy goods

to sell at tie local market. 'nlere are also 't«JteI1 wOO specialize in

travelliD:} to comtty markets to buy in large quantities ani re~ll wtDlesale

in the cities or larger tams.

Wa!el interested in doing CC"i1lerCe cOOose the type of ccmneroe they

will etl]age in~ on what is already familiar to them, hai nu::h

capital they have to invest, ard what their liv~ ci.rct.Dstanees are. ~

8tq) doin.l",eameroE! either tatpo:&:arily ~ pmnanently far a variety of

reasons. They may lose their .investment capital because of poor sales,

theft or trkkery. 'lb!y may need to speni their capital on other thi.rJ1s

such as the s!ncaticn of their children or far the illness of their children

or ot:fI!r relatives. 'Jh!y also lsav8 eattneree at times of their own illness
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ani 'fNnen their age no longer pennits. Chi 1d care restricts ccmnerce only

TNhen infants are at tb:! breast. At other times, child care arraB3E!IeIlts are

made within the family IE~.

DeYelcpnent agents SCDetimes have tlE etLuncous ilTpression that market

lalies do oot knew hI::M to calculate profit. Market lcw3;es uSllally ca1culate

their profits on tb:! basis of wnat remains after capital gocxis are sold.

Capital investInent ani expenses are taken out; what remains is the profit.

~bnen also calculate M1at ki..rd of profit they can expect if trey b.ty ~thing

in large quantit:j aId sell in small quantities since they krcJw tIE p.~ice

per unit. Profits are not figt.IJ:Bi a1 a daily or weekly basis rot on the

basis of sales per investment. It s1'x:Juld also be pointed out that for t:l'e

zrost part market ladies' capital invest:l:tent ani profits are small. True

capital aCC'lmllation is quite limited. Profits can nme easily be seen as

salaries far seIVices re...-dererl the provision of gucrls in apprcpriate quan­

tities to the cansuner.

Develcpnent agents have also exp:ressed ccncem for the ittpact of enlarged

roa:l netw:>rks Q'l oat1lErCe. At the narent tl'ese rcxds seen to have hid the

effect of bringing Itm'e gccds am prcx1u:e to market, in::reasirq the number

of~ involved in ccmneree, ani ira'easiD] the ano.mt of capital needsrl

to establish cnese]f in ccmnerce. They have also served to in:rease the

cost of focx1 transported by camercial tru::k rather than animal. Since

transport t:iane is reDred, market lalles can make nme buying and se]l ing

trips than fOLilerly. If at sare point in the futw:e there l\1OUld be a shift

to i:Wk cargo transport, this wa1ld dJvic:usly cut Ca1Siderably tnto the

carmercial activities of many market lcdies. It remains to be seen what

the l.aq teJ:m effects will be.
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There is a considerable literature on. ccmnerce in Haiti. For further

infacna.tion see: D.l!Dahl. 1979, 121-186; LaGra, Fanfan, ani Charleston

1975; Girault ani Lal..t"a 1975; Mintz 1960, 1964, 1971; MJrray am Alvarez

1975, 85-U6; UX:iEr 1975, U7-l82; IA:!geman 1971, 382-390.

;Qnen's role in agriculture am animal husJ::lanJl:y is less thcralgh-

going tban it is in c:c:mteree. Sane rural~ play no role in the actual

ti J JiB} of the lard; sane work on.'.y at the haJ:vest; sane haJ:vest <:rq?S ard

perfaan other ~s of field \\Ork in the agricultural cycle: ard sane waren

perfaon all types of agricultural labor. In the m:re arid grain growi:ng

regions \>.QtIeIl are zoore actively involved in agricultural M%k than they

are in tbe wetter rco.mt.ai.rlols areas. In sane grain groring amas ltEIl am

lODe1l llIOrk together in cgriculture. WheJ:e one fir:ds this arrarJ1ement men

do the lIm'e physically st.ren:lals work lobile wanen do the lighter work.

w:men 'Nt'.o have men to do the agricultural ~rk, or~ wb:> can affon! to

pay for wage labor, do less agricultural wctk than do poorer w:JYEn. Since

men am wanen inherit equally, it is oot \mCOlilion far wanen to be lar:Downers.

'lh! waren l>A'lo work at agricultural wage labor are generally poorer~ wb:>

have IJ:) other mans of SUflfOI t; they are ncre active in harvesting than in

other agricultural work am are often paid less than men.

lb&1 are generally t:be keepers of fowl - chickens, tu1:Keys, guinea

fowl am cxx::asionally du::ks. (Men keep fightin;' cocks). vanen also feed

other animals such as pigs when they are in the cc::urtyard. The other

animals - CCWB, slB!p, goats, lDrses, da1keys, nules ani pigs are usually

kept and 80ld by men. bIt again there is sate variati.a1 hem. In-.the ItDre

arid reqlons where pecple have been na:e de!peJDmt em animal grazing far
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their livelibxxi, w:men are ncre irnrolved in animal care. '!he division of

labor is 1:l.;at w::men care far, sell ani slaughter ~ sna.ller or easier to

baDUe animals, am men harlile, sell ani slaughter ~ larger ani ItOre

difficult animals. vanen ltJlx) own large animals often make arrallgSlents for

nEn to take care of tl'sn for a fee.
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Charcoal P::'c:Cuction

As in other aspects the role of vuanen in charcoal prcrluction varies

ao:crdi.ng to region am i.."'rllvidual sad a J ani ecou:luic circumstances. VQten

are predictably Jrore crtively involved in charcoal prcrluctian in areas

where mre charcoal is prodtx:ed.

In the IIDJIltains aram Grazrle pJ.viere du Nord charcoal is only occa­

siooally prcxt'CErl. In the ale case krx:Jwn charcoal is male by a mm with

the assistance of his son. 'I11i.s man sells the charcoal himself to a regular

client.

A rather snall quantity of charcoal is prOOllcei at Garde Cognac not far

fran •Plaisance. '!he process is haniled rostly by men. en occasion the

wife of a man making charcoal will help to rake cut coals. If a man is

making a large quantity of charcoal he may hire wanen to rake it out. 'n1e

wanen's payment 'AOlJd be $1.00 per day or 2-3 sacks of charcoal. The waren

prefer to be paid in charcoal because they can sell it for ITm'e than the

casl1 pa}'IIleIlt. In this axea sacks sell ~lesale for $1.00 to $1.60. It

is not tb::ugbt to be healthy for w::men to rake charcoal, which requires

w:>rkinq over hot coals, because waren are less resistent to the effects of

sudden heat ~:~s than are Den. (The issue of hot am cold am:mq Haitian

peasants is ttl:...ted to a CUlUUU.y held thecJ:y of illness). It is, therefore,

poorer waren wID wculd do this 1«%'k. In this area the selling of d1arcoal

W10lesale is hanUed by men; retail sellirq is han:ilsd by wanen.

At Grarx3e savanna in the northM!st, watI!n ueed to sell charcoal, tut

they were not involved in its znaki.nI. NeW' there is no cl1arcoal being IlIaU!

iere. 'VOnen sanetimes work at sa:ki.ng the charcoal that canes down fran

the nomtains.
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Oltside of Anse IbJge ala1g the road to Ti Rivik'e in the oorthwest,

peq;>le make charcoal in the agricultural off-season. Men gather the larger

pieces of wxxii -wanen gather the snaller. ~ prepare am fire the charcoal

lIOllXi aDi rake the charcoal cnt. Wallen den' t rake cnt coals here because

of the same oot am cold issue noted abcu'e. It is said that w:men COlJd

get m fran it rot that men are less susceptible. The charcoal is sold by

wanen.

At Ti Riviere, an area of ca'1Siderable charcoal Inaki.n], both men ard

sanen cut the~ to make charcoal, l::ut men do this more than wanen.. Men

prepare am fire the charcoal ma.11'li; wanen rake cut the coals. Men sack

the charcoal am wanen sell it.

ImCHO am FcIlds Aericole are suwortin9 a reforestation project in Ti

Riviere that has as its goal, charcoal pIcluction. Both men am \O'Aen -work

en this project. The men CCl'1Struetsi the shaU3d nursery. Both men am

\Clle11 fillEd the SZyU jog sacks with soil. Men planted the seErls aJii the

\Onen Wltered the plants. At transplanting time the men prepared the grc::urd

and dug the l'x:>les, the l.«lnen carried the seeldin3s to the qazden, men planted

the seai~s am the w:men covered the holes. '!be transplanted trees are

''laterad by w::Jnen who carry the water fran the river to the gan3ens. Men

ani~ are paid erpally for their wor:X in "Focd for ib:kn
•

At Ka Philippe in the l'lOr'thM!st, both men ani wanen are involva1 in

charcoal product1oo am ajricultural work. Men am wanen both gather weed,

prepare ani fire the charcoal lnC'UR1, rake the ooals, sack am sell the

charcoal. 8.l.sbaD1 ani wife sanet.iJnes l«)rk toqether at makirq charcoal. Ka

Philippe prcducea a significant arnmt of charcoal l:11t~t less than

Ti Ri.vi~.
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Abricot en Ia Gcnave faanerly prr:xDx:e2 CQ'lSiderable quantities of c::harcoa1.

Since the number of trees has d.im:ini.sherl, less charcoal is being prtn1coo.

'l11e making of c::harcoa1 is conside:rerl to be a man's occupation, too heav-."

for 'WaDe1'l'S uxX; ~, poor wanen (often those without husbams) do make

charcoal. ii::Inen wiD make c::harcoa1 sanetimes have men cut the TNOOO am

fire tb! charcoal nomd far~.. In one case a wanan ma:3e an aIri3IJ1E!lEllt

with 2 ar 3 men whereby she~ do their J.aurmy in exchange far their

cutting~ for her. Ol'le wanan haniles all the charexal making tag~

herself except for the firing of the charcoal IIDJnl ~ she has a man do this

far her. '!be most CUlillOll division of labor, however, is that men will Olt

the wxrl, C01Stxuet the charcoal ItDm.i ani fire the charcoal.. ~1anen will

rake oot the coals, sack ani sell the charcoal.

Ole pcxlI': wanan in the neighborbxxi has no lard, no dlildren, am m

husbard. She makes her liv ing by maki.nq charcoal ani performing agricultural

wag-e labor. LarIi owners allCIW charcoal makers to enter their lam, cut the

trees ani make charcoal. The lard owner then gets 40% of the charcoal

prcxh1cEd~ the charcoal maker gets 60%.

Ct:nwa!I (l979, 3: 13-14) reports further infonnation on charcoal pmduc-

tien at FaJi Parisien.

'1'tJe great majority of the part-time charcoal prcxiucers at Fcni ptari­
sien are wanen. Charcoal praiUctiCl1, like fi.rewocd collect.ing, is I'JCM
viaMd as wanen's work. '!his deYeklpnent is quite recent. Ia:al. resi­
dEnts related this charge to the fact that large trees ate no longer
availabls, am w:meri are abJs to CI1t the saplings which remain on
"J;liblU:" lam.

OOy a han:iful of the residents of Fond Parisien are full time producers
of charooal. These fW.l-t:ine prcXIuoers an all older wanen.

In other areas of Haiti~ the poorer irdividuals entering charcoal produc­
tim have not been exclusively wanen am this has not been seen as a
fEltlale cx::nIpllti.on.
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'!be sale of charcoal is a mixed situatial in t:el:mS of the division of

laOOr. As seen aOOve4 at the level of the snall prcrlucer it is US"aJly

waren lut occasia1ally a man wtx> sells charcoal. Whclesaler3 are both

men am~ but there is repor tal to be a greater number of nen than

w::men involvai at this level. ODe male wholesaler in the cap-Hai.tien area

buys charcoal fran regular clients am also hires people to make charcoal

far: him. ~ cuts the wood himself,. pays nen to prepare am fire t.'"Je charcoal

llDJI¥i an:i pays loaten to rake oot coals am sack the charcoal. He sells the

charcoal 'Wbolesale to men am retail to~ Another wholesaler in the

l'lC"".ct:hwest buys charcoal unsac:ke:i am pays both men am w:mm to sack it for

him. This wholesaler sells the charcoal in l'ort-au-Pril'lce. He sells

wholesale to both men am~ ani sells retail nostly to \anen. '!be retail

trade in cap-Hai.tien ani Port-au-Prince is hazIlled altrost exclusively by
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Ch3rcoal prcductioo overall is not considered to De a wanan' 5 OCcupa-

tien, l:ut U1llel'l are sanetiInes involved to vazyi.rx.;~. In areas of

greater ccn:entratioo of cha:rcoal praiuctian,~ teOO to be nr>re extensive­

ly involved; poorer wo:ren are ncre ac+-..i.ve in charcoal maki.rJ3" than those

better off. tblen rarely rcake charcoal i.nJepeniently of men. Where men

and lQtB'l work jointly at charcoal maki.rJ3", ~'s aetivities are usually

centered arcurd raking cut coals and sacJd.rq charcoal. ~i:m. prerlaninate in

the W10lesaling of charcoal alt.l'v::lugh sane~ are active \vholesalers.

Petail sale of charcoal is haniJ.Erl alnDst exclusively by wtmen.

'lhis autmr fi.n:3s salinas (1980, 2) to be in error when she states:

It is safe to say that tie majority of charcoal PrcxlucerS axe
elderly'WC.lnel'1 am wanen with 00 other eccrani.c ~ty, ani•••
wanen sexve ahrost eElusively as the intel:mediaries in the sale
ani distribltioo of charcoal.

Given tie issue of regional ani irdiviGual variation, it is safe to say

that there may be a given region'l'1here this is t-"'U!, rot these statsnents

are clearly not generalizable to the whJle of Haiti.
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Kiteben Gardens

'n1e kitc:hen garden is a vegetable garden located close to one's hc::use

in "Wi1ich are plantEd vegetables for bane c~tion rather than sale.

~le in sate regions of rural Haiti are used to plant.in] kitchen ganJens;

these gardens are US"aJ Jy atterxiErl by IIeIl. Based on the known dietary

l'leEds of the ma.jori~I of the population, a gocxl case can 1:e :nade in Haiti

far~ the prcrluct.ion of r:utritive foed creps thralgh ~iz.irJ:J

the use of kitchen gardens. Mlitionally, there is evidence to support the

fact that peq;>le are likely to have better nutrition if t:hl?Y grow subsistence

<:rq;:ls rather tban rely on cash i.ncane to meet t..~ foed needs (see 01aney

1980, 6-7t.

Nutrition centers in Haiti have fccusei on supplsnental feeding cif

malnaJri.shed children ani nutrition edncation for their mothers. t'hile

this has been of ccnsiderab1e assistance, ncre ccu1d be accauplished thrc:ugh

teaching parents, both men am wanen in regions where it T"OUld be possible,.

to plant suitable subsist.eIre crops in tbeir coortyards, arC making

available to thsn the necessary see1s ani see:ilings to get st:artai (see

C1aney 1geO am Attfield 1979 far 2 prcposals of this type).

A I111triticn center directar: in the Renscoff area who has also wrked

as an agricultural agent has in mi.n:l start.i.r¥I a vegetable nursery ani giv~

plants to the 700thers of the children so they can plant them in their cc:urt­

yards or otl'ler availab.1s space. Since KensCcff is a vegetable~

reqiat~ people am WIEd to~ kitchen gamens, this calJd

prd.)ably work cut quite wU.
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In the north aroJI'Ii GrarxJe Ri~ pec:ple are also used to having

kit:ehen gardens. JIb! lard is well suited to this purpose. 'Ihe gardens are

planted am ma.intai.ned by men fer the use of their families. They often

ca1tain caJ:rots, beets, eggplant, cabbage, okra, spices arxl leaves far teas.

In the area of Ti Riviere in the oort:hwest peq'?le are USEd to planting

spices, mek:1ns arxl satetimes tanatoes, eggplants am other vegetables in

their co.u:tyards. If they had seed available, tl'Ey lo.ould be interested

in doing IrCre gardeI1i.n1 of this sort.

At (])le.rcn in the Kenscoff~ peq>le are also used to groving things

in their co.u:tyards. They gI'O'tl plantains, coffee, avcx::crlo ani mirlitoo
-

in this way. Kitchen gardens are not, hcJwever, apprcpriate far all regions

of Haiti. At 5avien in th! ArtiJxm.ite, pecple have kept kitchen gardens

but they no longer do so due to the salt ccntent in the larxi. Peq;>le here

have been known to plant~, oom, eggplant arxl other vegetables in

their coortyards. In the rural area Oltsi.de of Thanazeau, pecple have

l::uilt their banes on salty land which is unsuitable far aIrf kind of cultiva­

tion.

While kitchen gardens can be of assistance they will not solve Haiti's

prc:illan of chronic fcxx1 sOOrtage. Other measures such as an exparxiEd

agricultural credit program C01Jd further relieve the prci:>lem.
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storage

Storage in rural Haiti varies by region, t'jpe of~ graam am ahm-

daD=e. In the north in the area aroJID GraIDe Riviere there i!: little

storage because ~le generally can't affOJ:d it; ecarauic necessity forces

then to sell their prcduce imnediate1yafter ha1:vest. Tbe cxx:asional storage

of earn is in trees am Q'l roofs. The earn needs to be well dried before

storage; if the rains care too soan it is impossible to store cern. Aside

fran these factors the nost difficult problem in rom storaje is rcxJent

danage. Manioc and sveet potatoes can be stored in the grc:mxi for a

consideral:le length of t.ilne am peq>le occasionally store punpdns on a

shelf in the halse.

In the grain growi.nJ regiCll of Dubedcu altsiJie of Gonaives peq>le use

a ki.rD of small ha.1se an stilts called a ','colunbie" to store corn, beans

am millet. All are ~ll dried before placed in storage. SWeet potatoes

am manioc are stared in the grcmd until nee de; here also.

At Grar:de Savanne in the oort:hwest wtmm preserve fish by salting am

Clryirg then in the sun. The fish are put in the sun each day until they

are eaten. This metlxxi is used far lnte..cauurption of fish only. Fish

that are sold in the InaI:ket are sold fresh.

In the area. outSide of Anse lblge in tb! northwest an the roa:i to Ti

Rivike, people store millet in sacks ani calabashes in a small 2 roan

tD1Se which is used as a depot. Sesi is separated out fran the other grain

W1ich is used as a resel\'e far eatirq J.11IP08eS as well as sale. Other creps

such as corn are all sold; only millet is st:ared.
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In Ti P.iviere in the ncrt:hI.vest peanuts are stared for as loog as U

11Olths. 'l'b:! peanuts are dried in the sun am then stored in baskets. '!be

sane system is used in the peamt growing areas of La Ganave.

At savien, pecple store rice in order to have it available for seed

am to eat. The rice is stared in a snail hcuse or depot. There is, however,

a problan of rats getting into the rice.

At Cf.:leron in the Kenscoff area corn, beans, ani millet are stored.

Com is stored in trees. Millet am beans are dried am placed in barrels

or baskets far storage. Near viard potatces are stored in the grOll'D until

en La Gcr.lave, periJple store earn, millet, peanuts am bearo;;;. COm ani

millet are stored in structures called "scui" of 2 types; one type is the

sarre as the ncolanbi~" used in the area arc:uni Gonaives, am the otmr is

the depot type used in 5avien am '...i Riviere. Com is also stored on the

cOO in trees. Grains are stared for p.u:poses of seed, eating am to hold

far sale until the market price rises. Peanuts ani beans are sun dried ani

stond in sacks. Pecple rE1Ila%k, however, that they haven't had anything

'to store for: a leD] while. Again, S\veet potatces ani manioc are kept in

the gI'Q.U'd until they are needed.

Chu:ch~A Service is in the process of J:W.1dinq silos on Ia C'.,onWe

for grain storage. 'nJe plan is far these silos to be used in conjuncticn

with cocperatives which are to be establisb:d. The silos are not yet

funct1onin.l, but it mnber of waren have expressed interest in the project

because tbI!!y expect to be ablJ! to J:ny cheaper grain as a result.
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Qle silo has been establishEd to date.. '1be result of its use has been

to serve middlemen wOO bcAJght up grain to stare in the silo. Poorer fcmrers

did not have cc:::ess to· the silo bfrai1se their ecaonic need obliged then

to sell their grain while it was still in tD:! field. If the goal of this

develq:ment project is to be of assistance to tD:! nest needy, it lNOU1.d

seem a:ivanta;eals to establish the silo c~tive in such a way that poor

faxners' grain co,ld be purchasai by the cooperative when these fanrers

need to sell it.

~ also make fzuit preserves fran oranges, tanarin:i, guava ani

other fruits. Guava jell~;" is also ma3e. These are made L~requently am

are usnal ly made for heme use rather than for sale.

Stmnary

t'Jhere there is foed storage in Haiti it coosists IOOStly of grain aId

is hanlled by men. Wanen sanetimes dJ:y fish am make fruit pmserves for

bane use. Storage is often limited due to lack of sufficient crc:p ab.1rdarx=e

to warrant storage, the :Utmediate need for cash am fear of loss to rodents.

In sane areas, there is mnsonal overab.1r:r.iarl:e of fruits such as mangoes,

orarJ3'!s am avocados. There might be sane potential to a:mnercially

pt'!Berl7e these t:hi%:IJs for an urban market, altlDugh known attsrpts to do

this to date have failed.
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~lt

t'hile q;>fXJL ttmities are limitei, there are sane other n:m-agricultural

SOlrces of employment for Haitian wanen of r.Jra1 bacJ<grc:mD. A descripticn

of sane of these follows:

Gravel Maki.Iy

Ql the mc:untain over1ocki.nI Cap-Haitien a l'lIJDber of peq;>le, both men

am \\1CJDel1, are e:nployed to crush rocks by hard to make gravel for ccnstruc­

tim purposes. r1en work with. the larger rocks am wanen with the snaller.

The work is organized an an intividual basis. Each wanan sits .on a pile

of rocks am curshes ttsn with a hamer. The~ can cane any days they

want to work an their pile. They are paid by the tmckloaj.

Men are paid $5.00 per loai fer a t:rtJ:kload of large rocks. vbnen are

paid $10. 00- far each of their truckloads of smaller rocks. If a wanan makes

a truckload of fairly fine ra::ks, she is paid $15.00 for ~;e Iced. It takes

a.bo.lt 4 days to make the $5.00 load am abalt !) days to make t:.~ $10.00

loai.

Before she stz:rta1 maki.n1 gravel, one of the wanen used to take in

la1m1xy. Another wanan fa::merly worked at separat.inj coffee am oranges

at a cap Ba.itian wareha1se. sanetimes the 'Wanen bring their children with

then to work, tut usually they have a1Dther relative look after tI1e children

~ they're~.

'l!Je. warran cxrasiatally t«rk tcqether "ccumbit· style, but usually they

wcr:k en their CM1. Soon 1:.L"ds lIIOt'k will be autcmatec1; when it is, the

wanen will gather rcx::ks i.nst.e;si of crushinq thsn, am be paid aexa:tli.n;

to hew 1tI.1C'h they qather'.
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Cassava Factory

vJrl.le much. cassava is made in t.lE ccm:::tyards of pee'·.ant dwel.lings, at

HaL1t du cap one also fi.rrls snail scale cassava r.1a.king "factories". One

such operati.a1 is organized .in ~~ following manner:

The mj 1l iD1 cperation follows t.."le same division of labor as the northern

peasant haJsehold ~tion. vbnen' s activities consist mainly of peeli.Iq

the manioc am selling the prepared cassava. The wanen wb;:) peel the manioc

are usually paid in the starch "tdch is "" by-prcXiuct of griming the

manioc. The \JCIOOIl generally prefer' tC' be paid in starch rather tl1aI1 in

mcney. AlthaJgh the price of starch varies, it is generally better than

tile salar.l they w::uld receive if paid in cash. The \\lCIlleIl market the starch

thsnselves, thus also savin;1 a step far tie mill owner. Ot.'1er wanen cane

fran Cap-Haitien to 1:AJy t..~ cassava brea:l to sell in cap. vJhen t..;ese

market lalles don't buy up all the cassava, the waren wb;:) peel the manioc

are given the q;:portunity to retail the cassava for a $0.04 profit on each

sheet of breed. The cassava peeiers estimate tbat~ average abc:ut

$3.00 J;E' day. The starch am::unts to abcAIt 2-4 mamits per person per day.

A mamit sells fran bet'\Een $1.20 am $2.40 depenii.n] on the season. The

peelers also get cassava to eat while they're working, ~ on especially

gocd days they are given a meal.

Men are paid to ron 1±e grirding machine and bake the cassava flatbread.

Tne men wIx:> operate 1±e gr:inii.DI machine receive $0.10 per sack of manioc.

'lb! men wl10 bake the breed are paid $1.80 per day; they are never given

meals. The owner of the qrirJ1i.nq mill charges clients $0.20 per "sac" of

manioc braJqht to be graIl'Ii.
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This year, a ccmnercial weaving operation that hal l:een operatin; suc­

cessfully in Port-au-Prince I1lO\7Erl to Haut du cap. The cwners, a marrieD

CC'lJPle, 1ICVEd here because t:l1eY prefer liv~ in the envi.I:ullent of Cap­

Haitien ani because tiE gCMerl"lIleIlt has given them a 15 year tax break in-

centive to rr.ove to the provinces as part of the governnent's attanpt to

decentralize hlsiness enterprises.

The factory specializes in artist designed tapestries, pillows, ~

sh.cdes, harxlliags am sane snaller itsns made fran Haitian cotton. Tl'1e'] also

make macrame plant hangers fran Haitian sisal ani are just l:eginning to make

rugs fran i:mportsi wool. '!be q;:eratiQ'l has been very successful in Port-

au-Pri.rce ani is also go:i.rq ~ll here. Nearly all of the itsns are exportEd

to markets in the United States and D.1rcpe.

!-b;t of the peq>le etplojai in the factory are \\CIIeIl. tUnen are pre­

ferral b:cause they are thc:u:]ht to be better 'WOr~:ers; they are said to be

more seriCllS than the men. en the other hand the owners prefer to Sll?loy

men in ~iSOJ:Y positions; it was jokin3"ly said that men make better

supeIVisars beca1l!se tl'e'] are Russi to bossing wanen. aroom" ani "li.Y..e to

be supenrisors". There is sane heavy lNI%k on the 2-perSal weavin; loans

for which the slJ::erqth of nen is pr.eferred. In the owner's experience,

however, 2 men dcn't usually work,~ together on the lcxm. They prefer

to have. a man ani a wanan, or: 2 wanen., to work together.

Potential 8l1?layees are sought thralgh the "Chef de section" (local

sheriff). Each snployee is testsi far marnJal desterity al'Ii color bl.i.mness.

It is fam that men are men! frEqUently color blini than wanen. In general,

tbe owners have fcmd that workers here are sanewhat non! difficult to
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train than were the WOl:kers in f'ort-au-Pri.rx=e. '!hey attribtlte this to the

fact that workers in Part-au-Prince are mare used to city life ard are

therefore IIm'e disciplined.

Each worker starts as ar. apprentice ani is paid $1.60~·per day. '!bose

wiD successfully carplete a 3 mont!, apprent i ces..'1ip l::ecane regular E!Il'l~~s.

~1OSt of the ~kers are paid by piece rate rather than a daily wage l:ecause

the owners firrl this more effective. The most skilled ~rkers work on

the large tapestries an:i are paid $3. 00 per day. If they make a perfect

tapestl:y, they get a $0.50 bcnus.

Another v..eaving center is located at Fort Jaa:.rues. The Pilot Project

for Artisan Develq;rnent was establishsi by the Haitian ~stry of Social

Affairs ani the Interanerican Dev"elcpnent Bank. It is trore ef a training

center than a zooney making operatioo. It specializes in r.eavi.l'x] wool

tapestries.

Tins center also enploys mostly wanen~ one man works there as a super­

visor. ':'he person in charge, a wanan, is a skilled artist. P.qain, wanen

are the preferrsi stp1oyees, a1thcllgh men are preferred to do the heavier

work on the loans. '!'he:t.. Bave E!m\9loyei several men rot have had difficulty

keepinJ than. Dtployees.3pe1'Xi one year as apprentices. They are paid

$1.00 per day arJ1 are given one meal. 'I'!'DSe wl'J) have passed the apprentic~

ship periai.are paid $2.60 per day; overtime is do.Jble pay. The project

direct:cr fWs that the enployees are "l.acJd.nI in discipline" • She says

they like to talk rather than work. 'rhere is an establishsi rate of

turncut each day tut very few wanen meet it.
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This Pilot Project a.L:;o srploys men arIi wcmen to do sewing and anbroi.dery

in the in:iustri.al park of Port-au-Prince. The wanen do t.;e fine~k

.w t.'le men nSla' J¥ run the large sewi.n:1 machines. A private leather gocds

factory also uses this di.vi.si.m of labor fer the most part. '1be owner

feels that the wanen CO,]d operate t1'e large leather sewing machines just

as 'Well as m:m but that the w::rnen see w::rk on tba large machines as nen's

work.

Factory hbrk

In the last several years there has been an increase in factory e:rploy­

ment in the Port-au-Prince area. The ~ld Bank (1978, 23) reports the

following fer 1977:

"The mcxiern in:iustrial sector erpl~'ed abCAlt 25,000 people with an

above average pl:O{XJCLion of~ (abcut 65% as carp3rEd to the 45.7% female

share U.\ the labor farce). II For a descri.ptial of certain characteristics

of~ werking in the assembly in:lustry see Pierre (198(}). An inte:r:view

with a~ factory ltoOrker reveaJ.ej the foJ.l.owi.nJ infonnati.on~

This ycAJn] wanan has canpl.etei 4 ~JearS of se.ccniazy school. After

leavin] school she worked in a ootel for a while; after the hotel ClOSED

she went to work in a factary. Sbe has teen work.i..rr1 at her current factoJ:y

job for 8 Italth.c;. She startsi out as a siJrple \'JCI'ker for 3 ncnths prct>a­

tialarY pericxi at a salary of $2.20" per day. After J months she becane a

reqular E!lP~ cmi was paid $2.60" per day. She has recently been pratDte:i

to inspector an:1 currently receives a sal.a1.y of $80.00 per Italth. ~t

of the people she M:>rks with are waren. Male etployees usually hold super-
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visori' positions. T11ere are 2 shifts, day ani night. The night shift

E!'Cq?loys toore men ba:'allse a wanan out alone at night "!I1i.ght 00 tlDlght to

le a prostitute". She will stay at this job as lCDJ as she can rot fears

she may lose it to scmeone wb:> has tetter connections. She feels that if

one is literate and educated, prarotion is poss~le; those who are illiterate

ranain at the level of siIrple ,"~kers far t..'le whole of tbei.r srplO'j1TleI1t.

Salt Collection

salt in Hai.ti is extracted fran salt holes located at various places

in the salt flats a1on;J tie seas.;ore. In tm area arami~ Rouge scr.e

'«:men are employed collecti..Iq salt. They starn in the Tllater in t.'".e holes,

dig with their hams to tie bottan am brinJ up the salt in blocks. If

the salt isnI t "ripe", it brea!as am is nore difficult to draw out of the

water. Men are not etplcyej in salt collection.

salt collection is necessarily half-day work because st.arxiiD1 in salty

water for too 10rJJ is hard on the skin. It is also seasooa.l 'NCrk which

has its peak in the hot m:mths of JUly ani August when t.'le sun evaporates

Il'Dre of the water 1eavirg greater quantities of salt.

The waren usually work fran 5: 30 A.M. until 9: 30 or 10: 00 A.M. If

the salt is plentiful, wanen can usually collect 3 barrels in this time.

They are paid $3.00 for the collection of 3 barrels. They are also given

baskets of salt. These baskets artO.U'lt to 7 or 8 mamits (60 mamits per

barrelI. The wanen generally keep sane of the salt for their own use

an:! sell the rest. Years ago wanen~ paid far their 'WOrk in salt.
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After the price of salt fell they didn't w'ish to cantirroe ~king for salt

rot preferred to be paid in cash. It is poorer wanen wiD tlClrk as salt

~01l.ectors.

The owner of the salt bole sells silt to both wholesalers am reta; lers.

The ~lesalers are both men ani ~'aIIen !:::ut slightly roore are~. The

retailers are generally w::men.

The castor bean grows in many places in P..ai.ti. Where it does, wanen

freruently make castor oil, occasionally for sale but also for use within

the J:mae.. Castor oil is used as ~'s hair oil, as a remedy for consti­

pation ani as a latp oil at religiolS cerem.mies.

'nle ripe beans are pickel ani dried in the sun. The seed is then

rem::M:d fran the shell am heatai in a cooJd.n] pot. It is then poonied

in a zrmtar-and-pestle, after which it is cooked in hot water. toJhen the

water evaporates the oil remains '.

Hardcrafts

A nunber of develcpnent orqanizations have initiatsi hardcraft projects,

many of Wich enploy wanen. \t1ile the it:sns made are of generally high

quality, it is often difficult to fini markets far the goods praiuced,

especially after the develcpnent ~t witlmaws. 'lbese items are generally

not sold lc:rally wt rely at an expJt L market. Rural Haitian wanen are

not able to aireas this market· irKieperdently. In order for han3craft

projects to t.e successful in the l..aJ;1 nUl they slDuld be organized in one

of two W!ys.. Either they are done by privatel::usiness peq>le who ~s
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the export marJ~ thanselves, or, :1aIDcraft projects are developerl tmch

can viably address 1cx:al needs ar:d interests, creating gocrls 'Which can be

marketed thralgh existi..rq la=al channels.

Danestic Ehployment

The most traditional source of srployment far WCI!E11 of rural backgroord

is as danestic servants. ra-k of this nature is fcmd on bc>r..h short ani

long teDn bases. Pay varies ccnsi~·.-al:ly fran $5.00 to $50.00 or nore

per month. takers may or may not live in am have their meals included.

Qle fOIIll of danestic ~e is the givi..rg ani taking of uti rrcun" in which

no wages are paid.

Health Practiooers

sane~ find occasional enployment as midwives ar:d manbos. Midwives

who have 1m the Division of Fanily HY3'iene traini.n3" are paid $3.00 per

delivery. :mbos are the fsnale ~valent of the Houngan or witch doctor.

~s are trained by other traditional religia.u; practioners ani charge

fees per savices rerderErl. These might ccnsist of caducting ritual

healing ceremonies ar prwiiii.rJ] remedies.

Prostitution

Aoother scurce of Srt?l.oyment is prostitution. ~le it is a very low

status ocx.~upa:tim# SCJJ:e w::men are wil.lin;r to enter prostitutioo tatq:orarily

in order to 00tai.n enaqh capital to invest in cameroe. Prostitution is

a fOJ:rn of c:mmerce urdertaken by yourr:J wanen with few or no ot.l-er econanic

cptions.



·.. -49-

The majority of wcmen \oXJrking in bane irrlustry are E!rp~"e!d as secc­

stresses. Oltside of large cities marufaeturerl cl.othiI:q is rot readily

available. ~bnen 'Wro have sewing machines make all kirns of~.s ani

c..~eil's clothes. ~.~.s clothes are male by tailors. 5eaInstresses are

fami in~ towns, not uSlJally in the counttyside. Rural ~\UIell who becane

seamstresses move to t.Q\.n. r1any waren have expressed an interest in becaning

seamstresses; t."ley are prevented fran doing so by lack of capital to purchase

a machine am other necessar".I materials• Extensive e.'CpaI'lSion of this in-

dustry does not seem appropriate since seamstresses currenUy do not al\'JaYS

have erDJqh tNOrk to keep than l:usy.

~i:.rrEn perfexm a Ill1Dber of other tasks in tie context of their banes.

U:m:!11 make castor oil, dried fis..', preserves, peanut l:utter ani can:iy. They

proaess coffee ani cacao. In sane areas wanm spin cottal, make rcpe am

weave sleep~ mats. '1bese tLtUng's are dooe for heme use am in sane instarces

far sale in the market. Further deve1.c:ptEnt of bane imustry could prove

valuable to rural \Onen. This kim of irdepeOOent srploynEnt in the context

of the l'x:Ine 3eE!TIS preferable to eitl'er cottage in:iustry ('VUnen working in

tlleir banes far an outside EItl'loyer) which may be exploitative, or facto~

l«rk, which is often exploitative as well as disn1ptive to bane life.

SUrm!ary

Ncn-ajricultural Ell'ployment. ~JOlWnities far rural Haitian l«Il'len are

limited. The oppca:tunities that do exist offer little potential for

advan:EInent. Rural wanen have expresSEd ccnsiderable interest in learning

new skills ani trcdes; hc1tever, they lack the literacy am educational
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bac1o:]ro.1rr:i which are often prerequisites to OSv sources of Employment. As

the mcdern sector grows, education becClll:!S in=reasingly important. The

lack of acx:ess to a relevant edtratiooal system is one of the important

fa:::taLS placinq severe restriction an the srployment options ava.il.able to

rural liaitian vuanen.
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Fdu:atian an:1 t'i:men' s Projects

Rural people in general in Haiti place a high value an education to

the extent that tb:!y will sell animals or go into debt to keep their children

in school. Their sacrifices frequently seen out of proportion to the l:ene­

fits treir children derive fran sclxlol atterJdan::e.

Enrollment in priIrary edsration alIOlIlts to 41% of school age [q'lJation
in rural areas an:1 to 176% in urban areas. 'Ib: urban-rural differential
is, however, \'oX)rse in""l:eJiiS of carpletion: only 2% of children in rural
areas carplete priIImy versus 27% in urban areas. CUrricula am syllabi
in primary ed~ticn, which are designed to prepare for a certificate
at the em of the 6th grade, appear mostly irrelevant to tie cam~.1's

socio-econanic develq;:mmt and inappropriate to the learn.i.nI capacity
of cIUldren. 'Ihese general features ccmbined with high dropoot rates
(especially in rural areas) make educational expemitures in rural
areas almost a ccnp1ete loss: zrost rural children receive basically
irrelevant education for a sllXt time in a 1an;uage (Frenc.'l, the official
1.anJuaqe) that they do not urr:lerstarD. Thus, edu:::ation, so far, has not
been a positive factor in rural developnent. (to«Jrld Bank Paport 1978,
58).

Rural people inlicate no prefererx::e far serxti.rq eit.l-Jer boys or girls to

scl'x:lol. Their choices about wto goes to sdDol are based primarily on their

finarx:ial means at the tilre ani on tre child's aptitude. One mther,

l~, indicatai that many years ago pecple said one sbJuldn' t sen:i girls

to scl'ool because they thought educatsi girls wculd criticize their husbanis.

She inticates that this attitude has chan}ed ani that pec:ple nt::M tJ:y to

serXl all their children to scb:lo1. Qua teacher indicated that girls are

"snart,er" than boys in school. Otl'ers indicated that roth boys ani girls

are "intelligent" am that both are serioos students.

In spite of these expressed attitudes the statistics show a sanewhat

higher percenr.cqe of beys atterl3.i.zK] sclxlol than girls. In 1976 the total

enrollment of children aqEd 5-14 years atterl3.i.zK] primary school was 42.2%

of ~ population in that ~e grcup. For l2Jys the figure was 44.1% am
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for girls 40.3%. Literacy rates in 1971 i.rdicated a 23% total 29% male

aId 18% female (AID PLCXJLdLU Surmary, Laiti 1980, 204). '!he new tuld Bank

rural school project is atl:atptiIq to make sane ~es in the x:ura.l Haitian

sclxx:>l system. It remains to be seen what effect tbeir new metOOds will

have.

An adjunct to the World Bank sch:x>ls are the enID: centers, Centre Inte­

gr€s. de Nutriticn et u'Diucatic::n Cc::rtur..autaires, which function as a k.i.n:i

of "hez:rl start" pro;ran for healt.tw 5 year ·olds. The roothers of the enrolled

children are supposed to cane to t..'I1e center en a rotating basis to serve

as teacher aides. In actuality the mot:l'Ers do the cooking, ~oJaShi.nJ ani

ironing, am supeIVise the children I s recess. 'I11e cnm:s also sel:V'e a

pcpl1aticn of 1-4 year old children. The children cane to the center uzx::e

per IlQ1th with their mothers. At that time the children are weighed; tbe

rr.otl1ers are given food to take bane ani are taU]ht stiIm.llation exercises

for the children.

The mot:leI'S of the 5 year olds (ani anyone else in the neighborhood who

is interested) are supposed to att:ern 2 tw::>-hour evening sessions per week

in heme econanics for 9 months. This aspect of the program has not been

successful to date; att:.en::lan:e is low. The wanen are interested in J.eami.ng

to sew, b.1t the other subjects :~iene, l'Ultrition, agriculture, snall

animal husbarDry, hardcrafts, ccmnuni.:ty organization, ccmnerce, recreation,

and 6 hem'S of Creole literacy do not hold tl1ei.r attention. These sessions

have also been ill timai. In order far then to 1:e nore successful they

shcuJd be timed SUC'h that w:Jnen can arrive bane before dark sin::e rural

Haitian people, as a rule, do rx>t like to be oot after dark.
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The Wrld Ba.n.~ scb::lols also house the Programne d 'FJiucation Familiale

or bane ecananics centers far yeung adults. '!his is a ncre elaborate version

of the kiIxi of program described abc::Ive. The~ att:eJxl class 4 boors per

day, 4 days per~, for 18 months. The curriculum CalSi.sts of the S'bJdy

of hygiene, nutrition, cl"lild care, cutting ani sedng, cook:irq, agriculture,

snall animal lnJ.sbimiry, hankrafts, ccnmuni.ty organization, cooperatives,

recreation,. motivation ts:hniques, am Creole literacy. The young~

do not have to have prervicus e:iucation in order to atten:l. Attendarce is

irregular.

This type of heme eccmanics prc:gram is available through other sources

such as church gra.Ips, private sc1xx:>ls ani developnent projects. Cl1e private

sChool visited in Gros Hame is directed by a young wanaIl. The scbJol is

licensed by the Haitian gO\Ternnent, Ministry of Sceial l1..ffairs. It is a

2 year prcxJram but there are sane stuients wl'D attem for 3 }'ears and

others who atteni for 6 months. A certificate is issue:i upon program

c~letia1. StuJent fees ae $3.00 and $7.00 per month: the latter fee

inclooa: the teaching of snbroidery on the sewing machine. sane of the

students at1:er'lii:rq t:1'lis school r.ave c~leted priInaJ:y sch:lol, O~lerS are

illiterate. The students are primarily interested in learni.n] to sew.

Craft skills are t:a.u;ht, blt tl'e prcblsn with the hankraft items made is

that they have not been able to fin! a market far them.

Church ~ld Service cp!I'ates a vcx::ational scl'o:>l for ~1O\Jn] men am

w:men at Ia Ga1Ive. '!be curricu.1l:ln for girls duplicate tl'e bane econanic

centers. The girls are primarily interested in learnin] to sew in order

to w::>rk as~, ani in learning to maJ-:e caY.es ard pastries to

sell. The beys are also 'tcU1ht tailarirq am pastry maki.ng. There is a
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desire to expard the boys curricululD to include the s'bJdy of mechanics,

ma..c:mr.f am iron \\Ot'kinq. 'l.be scbool is the only one of its kind on t.;e

islam am is~ atten:ied by ycuIJ] ~aren, ncre often fran the town but

fran rural areas as ~.

Catholic ~ef Servi.o! funds another project of the sane t.~ in Pilate,

the Fanily Fconanic Pl.ar1nin3' center. The~ wfx> go to t:1le rural areas

as teachers, ~, are not paid di.rectly. far their WJrk. Each of 10

w:mm are given $200.00 far a 6 month period to invest in a rooney maY~

project of their cooke. Each~ has ci:osen carmerce. T:1eY are investing

in rice, cl.ot:.h, peanuts am l:'eans. 'It'.e project began in Q:tober, 1980; it

remains to be seen hew it will sua:eed.

Another largely sia::ational prtx;jrcml far ycun; tNallen is QIRE1{)~, Centre

Haitien de Recherches pc:ur la Pranotion FI!ninine, located in Port-au-Prince.

This program varies r bJwever r in sane significant ways fran the IlCIle econanics

centers. It serves an urban pcpulation, a large percentage of which have

migratei to Port-au-Prince fran other areas. It teaches fu.~tional literacy

in Fren::h, teaches sane Fn:]lish am ~tes a job plccsrent seIVice. The

placanent service firds w::xrk for yourJ] 'MJnE!n as danesti.cs, factor.! workers,

hotel am restaurant workers ani aides to the elderly.

amEPlUi' also suppoL1:s sane projects wtside of Port-au-Prince such as

a hanicraft cc:x:p!rative in Miragoane am an agricultural project for wanen

in Ver:rettes. It is int:erest.iD] to note that while the Verrettes garden

is a t.anen.'s project, the agricultural divisial of 1atlor far the area is

maintained. The use of the 1arJ1 was a qift fran the "de;uty", the local

caqressnan. Men prepare the land far planti.n:] am the \Olen plant.
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Irrigation of the laId is bani1£d by both men am~. The ~teErling ani

harvest.i.n:] is baIxlled by t¥aDeIl. The 'W:IIeI1. pay for the agricultural wx~

invclved in their garden 't:brcu1h the~y ,~l~S collected by the tr.anen's

grOJP·

amEPIa' 59CJ11SOrs a detmi.tcJ:y fa.: market lalies in Petion Ville. There

is no charge for this sexvi.ce, but t.l)e~ are obliged to obtain a

msribersh.ip card before t:my are al1am to sleep there. The nu:ober of

~ who sleep t.~ varies by market day. Space 'WaS originally interx3ed

far 100 w:rnen a ~ght, but as many as 400 have sle;?t there. Instruction

in Crecle literacy is also prcNidai in the evening. On t."E .ocx::asion of

this a.utbJr's visit, the literacy ~-t:rtx:tialwas not~ atterJ:ied. 'n1ere

were 3 snall graJps stuiyinq with alXJUt 5 participants each. Ieasoos given

for this by a PXograIU official \o,~ that many wanen were too tired to

participate after a len] day wxoking in the hot sun, ani that the~ were

afraid to leave their praiuce unwatebad to atterrl the sessions.

5a!'le years ago in the a't'ea of Kensc:aff, Ike Cicaut startsi his \\lell

known~ mq Ccuntit project. After ~ while he realized the~e

of t.;e inclusion of wanen· am creat:e11.fe~. In t..ie beginning,l':ane

econanics centers were established in each of eight rural sections of

Kenscoft. These cmtinue b.1t Afl~ bas since taken en projec..'"ts of a

na:e ecaxmic nature. 'lbey are in the process of establish.in:] snall stores,

a'le in each of tha mra.l ::~1Cticns. FaJr are currently functioni.1'l1. They

sell such. things as J:\Il\, SU}ar, saXe drinks, oil, Beep and canned milk.

TI1eir prices are sllqhtly cheaper than otl1er stores. The persal~~

in. each of tl'e stares is a man because the clerk is obliged to sleep in
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the stare to watch the prcxiuce aIrl it is oot- acceptable for a~ to

spend the night alone.

Me Neges currently rents a tru::k fran Me l-e; to transport market

J;:rlies to Part-au-Pr:in::e. 'Ib! \'1CDell~ $0.80 - $1.00 per sack d.epenii.n:J

an its size for tie transport. If trey carry I'D prc:xiu=e on the Wir:l back,

the waren pay $0.60 for their transportation. They pay after they return

haDe. There is one free day per week, Tuesday, wten the~ den' t hav-:­

to pay for their transportation. Ate~ is attsrptin.J to buy a truck

of their own to use in this way. They~;en 'WOUld like to keep the profits

to make credit avai lable to w::men for carmerce or for anergencies such as

a death in 1:.11= family.

Sumnat¥

Deve1cpers recognize t.;,at illiteracy in rural Haiti is a serious

~t to the overall developnent of the camtry. '!be problan will

not be rectifis:l by sporadic projs:::ts to teach cdult Creole literacy; these

have h.:d little su:x:ess. The prablsn CO,Jd J::e easily solvai through a

national gcverrment camti.t:ment to universal literacy, preferably in French

unless fatmal furctia'lS of gcvernnent am blsiness shift to creole. creole

literacy is of limited value to peasants \hm in'portant legal dco.ments

such ~ lam deEds are written in French. am where written Creole literature

is sparse. TIle. peasant value placed al ed1x:ation is of a practical nature;

parents invest in t..'-ir c:hi.1dren' s edlz:atia\ in th! hcpe that it will

prCl1'ide the children nth greater ecax:mic ct'POrtlmity. Si.n:::e rural children

rarely carplete primary aiucation, these hopes are little realized1 perhaps

the t1at1 la".ld Bank sponsored sc1'IJola will help to c.~e this sit:1Ja.tion.
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DevelOfl!leIlt projects far lfWCIIleI1 have often fc:x:used on education in hane

ecClIDnics. The practical results have been that sane 't\OTen ~ve been able

to establish thsnsel.ves as seamstresses ani occasional cake J::.akers while

others have 1m greater access to EIll?loyment as danestic senrants. }. few

projects far \\OneIl ccn:entrat2 directly on eccncr.ti.c in1?rovarent. Considering

tl:e neai am tile fact that peasant ~onen respord recdily to programs fran

~ch t..~ pen::eive tl'ere to be direct econanic advantage, nore attention

sh::m.1d be focused on 1:.L'1is area.
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cemmmity Organization

To the extent that there is carm.mi.ty organization in Haiti it exists

t.hrcuJh the carmunity camcil zoovenent. In the regions visited, t!1e

camn.mi.ty com.:::il l.ecrlershi.p terx3ed to r:e daninated by men. 'Ibe attitude

expressed by both men am~, however, is that men ani wanen have the

opper tunity to participate equally in the ccmx:il. In the one nei.ghborhocrl

visited where l«IDel'l felt excluded fran ca.mcil membership, the issue TNaS

class ratber than sex. The more !)raninent ani \Veillt.iier segment of the

neigbborr.ocd excludal the poor, rot."'l men ani \\OI1eI1, fran rnemlership.

V«:r.Ien feel they have profited fran the carmuni.ty COl.ln:il primarily

thrwgh the work the coon::ils have 9rovided, parti.cul.arly the "Fcxd for Work"

projects. An exanple is the camunity cc::uncil at Carrefoor Btun in the

area of Dubeda1.

The ccmnuni.t-~ comcil at carrefoor Brun has a InE!t'!l=ership of 350 people,

about ~1alf~. The active 1YlE!nb:!rsh.i.p is a1:alt 150 P;!Ople lath 65 wtrnen.

They have enJaqai in a nunber of projects which involved tbe lal:or ("\.f both

, men am waten. In buiJ.dinI cmstru=tia'l the men dig the fooniation am

carr-I large ro:ks in wheelbarrows. The wanen carry snaller rocks, gravel

aId sam a'l their lleids. In soil ccmservatian projects, men dig the soil,

w:men <:any rocks am men place thsn. In rad CQ1St:ruet.ion men dig out

the rcute am waren carry reeks am sam. I.n all the a.tove projects, ~nen

also have the responsibi.lity far food preparation. am supplying water.

The C01lI:il also has a bakexy project ani a bane ecaunics center. 'lba

instructor far the lx:me econanics center is~ t.TCU]h th! profits

fran the bakery.
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The president of this ce:::uril is a w:cIaIl who has teen president for

the past 3 years. She ~JaS originally tha vice-president wID~

president when tbe president left his post mid-tem. She plays her role

in a manly way am has a group of nEll who accanpan;y her when hosting

visitors. She -wears -pants (unusual wanen's attire in rural areas) am

acts quite typically like saneone in autlDrity in Haiti. She is a cultivator

ani engages in ccmnerce.

At the cooncil meeting attemed at carrefour Erun many more men than

w:::rnen loJere present and. the men~ more vcx:al. The waren were timid

am did not answer even though certain questions were directs:l to then;

the men ans'..Ere:1 far them. This cootrasts with sane other ceuncils visited

~ rren were mare rn:anerous but \\Oten still spaJr~ up quite freely. Clearly

there is a ranje am diversi~l of ,"~'s participation in cc::JUD:il affairs.

sane waren suggest that they cannot atten:i cc:uncil meeti..rqs regularly

l:ec::ause of their respcnsibility for children ani their involvanent in

CCItllleI'Ce which takes then cut of the neiqhborhocx:i. They say that their

husbards att:er¥i ani represent them. Generally speaking, it may be observai

that fonnal ani pmlic cootexts in fiaiti t:eni to be daninated by men.

Ultimately, hcwever, the questi.cn of Etive participation seens to be as

closely l1nksi to the interests ani politics of the situation as it is to

the issue of male versus fEltla1e.

Another fotm of carmmity organization lVhich has had little success

in rural Haiti is the c:::ooperative. sane reaBa1S far this are: 1) the

fact that ce:Jq:lerative fotmatial is difficult u general, 2) the pri.rJ:iples

ofaxperatives are rD: taught thorc:u:1hlyero:qh to peasants unfamiliar

with the cax:epts involved, 3) peasants lack trust in peq>le outside the
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family where econanic matters are ccn:erned. In di scussirq the possihili.ty

of cooperative fODIlation far the purpose of camerce, sane market lalies

5UJgeSted that this sort of t.hin:1~ not ~k in Haiti l:e::ause market

la:lies "den't b:ust stran;ers-, ~1at is, rxn-fanily memters. They have no

ccnfi.dax:e in strarqers aId fear magic fran t.."lan rega.rcli.n:.:1 ecooani.c matters

to 1:L;e exteLt that it is ofte.'"l difficult to get c..ian;e far a large bill

fran saneone they don't know. Within the family, t.'1c:u]h, tbare is consid­

eral:ly r.cre trust am cooperation. This infaz:mation su;gests that cooperatives

or other collective econanic projects mig!1.t have greater chance of success

if they were arganizsi within the existing family neblorks as defined by

Haitian peasants.
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Credit

M:mey is generally scarce in :rural Haiti except at hazvest time

~ it dlanges hands fairly rapidly. Since p=asants usually operate

un::3er ci.rctmstarx:es of cash sb::>rtage, access to credit is an inp:)rtant

aspect of daily life.

Peasants are ItOSt likely to deplete their ecoranic resources and

be in need of credit for reasons of crop failure, cxmnerce, illness in

the family, death of a family I'L'lE!tber or the erlu::::ation of their children.

In attarpting to meet treir neEds g=oPle nay turn to a nunber of sources,

the first and l'lDSt readily available being family am frierx1s. The in-

"l7estment capital fran wanen' s ccmnerci.al activity is another source of

fun3s used in emergerx:ies. People may sharecmp, rent cut, sell land or

sell their crop at a reduced price before harvest to meet their expenses;

as a last resort they may turn to the lOOneY lenders.

The zoost CXXliiOll SJUrce of credit in IUral Haiti is family am friends.

Kinship offers much protection against the lDstile forces,
blt not encugh; the peElSant sums up the situation saying:
"When. you choose godparents you nust do so with a view to
extend the fami' y. " He will look for then ~ere his ki.nsnen
~ absent or ....JO insignificant to be of help, and he will
try to ally himself with rich peasants and city-dwellem of
Sane influence; the hig:'l£r his own status in the ccmnuni.ty
the better his c..lmlces to give his child a prestigeous couple
of godparents fran ~of..1CIn attention. favours, am help are expected•••
(J3a!:;ti.en 19tH, 491)

l\ncnq fanily am frierds interest is oot charged.
Investftl!nt capital f%tll\ a wanan' s cxmnerci.al activity is often a source

of furds for family emergencies. Men the capital a wanan w:JU1d use for

CUliterce is n!!1ed for other things, she will likely leave amnerce entirely

for a t:ilte, or Cl!DJ&ge in sane very small-scale local selling Vdch requires

limited capital, lmtil she is able to accunulate~h capital to reinvest

in larger scale amneroe aqain.
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People have a nunber of al~tives in securing needed cash throUi3'~1

their land. They may enter into a sharEClopping arrangement. This is

mst useful wlEn the landowner doesn I t have the furrls necessazy to plant

his garden. It is also useful. to the land-short sharecro~. Under this

system called nd€nnJatye" tre sharE!ClOOf'.E'E." bears all the expenses except

the land itself. At harvest time the laniowner is paid up to half of the

harvest. In this~ both the landowner am the sharecropper share the

risk.

A landowner nay also rent out his land directly in time of need. He

may do this on a yearly basis or 1'e may opt to rent out the land for a

len; period of time (several years) for advance payment. Anot:lEr option of

COlrse is for the owner to sell his land.

If the peasant finds that he canIt ~it until tl'e haxvest to neet his

needs, he may sell his crop while it is still in the field for a lower price

than he 'WOUld eJq?E!Ct to receive at harvest time. 'Ibis kind of~t

is usually made with a market lady for an internal crop or a speculator for

an export crop.

W'len finarx:ial need is greater than that which can be net throU;h ot.l'1&

means, people sanetimes tum to IlDney lenders for sl'Drt teIm high interest

loans.

The speculator and the town-lawyer, wID often double as usurers
are the adversaries of the peasantty. They are th:>se wtD lA!nd
the peaMntIy Ita'ley at 50% interest, mquirinq titles of pro­
perty as guarantees and using blaclanai1 or threats to acquire
titles. (Bastien 492)

Market ladies have been known to pay loans with 10 to 20 percent 1.1-cerest

per I1Dnth.
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The folJIlal credit systsn in Haiti, IDAl: Unstitut de Developpenent

hp:icole et IIXiustrlel) and the OCA (Bureau de Credit Agrioole) address

thaaselves to a co~m for agricultural production rather than to the

credit needs of peasants as discussed ab1ve. Both describe themselves as

sani-aut::ornxnlS Haitian govenmE1lt agencies.

JDAI corx:entrates its activities on financing tm cultivatial of

ex>tton, corn, beans, peanuts am rice in the localities of Gonaives,

Mireba1ais, Jacmel, Mirogoane and cayes. It has a reputation for being a

lending institution which is unavailable to the poorer fa.tmar. credit is

extended to those wm have the means of repaynEmt. IDA! has developed a

regular clientele.

The Il:A" ••• was created to proIl'Cte especially CDffee and cocoa growing.

One of its principal aims is to grant supervised credit to tl'Dse reasants

who are too small and too lack.ingin credit \tJOrthi.ness to qualify for

the JDA.I schene." (Lundahl 1979, 539) It als:> gives loans for general food

production. The OCA has 10 regional offices located at St. Marc, Gonaives,

cap Haitian, Port de Paix, JklInie, Jaanel, Ford des t@gres, Thiotte, Baptist

and Hinche. It also has 23 local offices \tllich fUIrtion at the level of the

ccmnune.

A a:::A report of June 2, 1980, at loans given to rural wanen irnicates

that the staff of the ~ at the central CDamien), regional ani local levels

is CUlp:sed of men am WDe1l. tbnen fill the p:>sitions of accx>untant, cashier,

SI!C%1!!t:a%y typist, and (2) credit aqents. Until recently the post of credit

agent was filled e>;rlusively by men. The JD\ works throU;h ,~iculturalCredit
.

Societies whidl are small gmups of 7-15 people. MeIlfJership in these gl:OUpS

is open to l:Dth men and~ as l.&rq as they meet the eligibility reqW.rE!lll!nts.

Tl'e8e requirementa are:
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- to be a Haitian adult
- to be of gcod rooral character
- to have agriculture as one's principal occupation
- to cultivate !10 r..crc e~ t,j carreaux of lc.rrl
- not to belong to another association having the same goals

In the case of a marrie1~ the OCA 00esn' t require marital autJ:Drization

for the granting of credit ~et1"er individual or oollective; 1Dwever, it is

only wi.lli.ng to make loans to both a husband and wife wJ:x) axe IreaLet's of t:he

same sxi.ety when it involves 2 different fcmn opemticns am only if the

w:man is actively farming. 'Ihe same conditions apply when husband and wife

belong to bo.O different societies.

Of the 20,000 fanners W'lO benefited f:can loans last year, 19% or al:::out

4,000 are waren. Fifty percent of these TtaIIeI1 are narrie1 am 50% are

"cO'lcubir:es". In certain regions~ have invested up to 40% of their loan

£ums in cx::mnerce. Six percent (240) of all the~ who have received loans

last year are officers of the sccieties. In certain reqions like the CUl-de­

Sac Plcn and ForD des ~es the sccieties ~ch have 'WOmen cmcllg their

officers have reimb.1rsed their loans at the rate of 100%.

IrA loans are giveIl for the production of agricultuIal crops and livestock.

N1i.1e loans are mt officially given far investment in cxmnerce, it is well

knom that a part of the loan funds are used for oomnerce. Putting this mney

into a:mnerce is often seen as a neans of eliminating the risks of agricultural

prodl:Jctia1 ani helpl to ae:a;,unt for the high rate of oo-time repayment by

wanen. ']he B:A is also awa.r:e that credit is needed far reasons of oonsunption

as well as prod\x:tion ani would like to make loans available for these pmposes

as well, b.1t is lJmited by its means. There are plans,~, to set up

banks at the local lewl. These banks tDU.1d benefit market ladies by providing

them an alternative mans of saving their capital 1:.hrou;h the slack season and

in maJdnq loans available for investment in CDm\erce.



-65-

While programs that VilOUld extend greater credit to t-onen to invest

in o:mnerce seem appropriate, to do this with:>ut emphasizing at the same

time increased agricultura1 produ::ti.on far tre internal market cCllld have

detr~ta1 consequences. Local Haitian markets are fairly saturated.

Rates of profit usually amamt to what can be considered a m:x3est~.

Trere seems to be a certain functional el:i> and flor.<i to the present net-

'NOrk. If nore~~ able to enter or stay in cannerce as tre result of

nore accessible credit this weuld necessarily nean nore aJlI1?etition for tie

existing market ladies. With:>ut increased agricultural pmdu:::tion for the

intemal market, the result w:>uld be an even narrower profit margin for tlDse

engaged in ccmnerce. With greater production, greater exJmercial activity

by IIDre w::men arold be al::sorbed. It is important to mte that tie increased

agricultural production pertinent to w:xnen' s econanic activity is in the

realm of the internal market, not ~rt crop;. Tm c:x:mnerce in export crops

is hanlled alIrost ex:lusively by men. (see addendum.)

Given the seard.ty of agricultural l..am, the roountaincus topograpIw,

and scattered peasano:y, rural Haiti does not easily lend H:.self to the

t.ee1"Jrological imrN'ations which in:rease production. Perhaps one area- still

c:pm to increasEri production is the pattem of lard use. Murra.:-.and Alvarez

(1975, 89) fomd in the CU1~sac Plain, for example, that n ••• there are

suitable plots of land which have mt been· planted in beans beca;JSe the

re"S"nt lacks capital to buy seed." They further report, "We did not hear of

or fim alrf cases of peasants borrowing Ita1ey to buy seed. l-t>st loans (by

eit1'er males or fEll'lales) are made either to begin trsiinq or far life-<:ycle

crises (especially funeJ:als). Tbe peasants ~ knew do DJt invest nud1 cash

in their agricultural activities and rarely g:J into debt because of their

qardens. Bean &eeds lIUJt: be paid for in cash, and if the peasant does mt
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have the cash available, he will probably plant sweet potatoes instead, si.nc:e

stem cuttings can be obtained free. n 5rmJcker (198l) reports that in ti2

mamtains around Grand Riviere du Nord, another bean growing reqion, peasants

say they \\1Oul.d plant mre beans if they had the financial means. In Verrette

whez:e the main crops are beans, com, rice ani SlNeet potatoes, it was reported

to this author that faJ:merS have to pw:d1ase roth seeds and sweet potato

cutti.TX;S. At tines land is not planted du:i to the fact that people can't

affom to purchase the ~sary seeds and cuttings. This infcmnation su.;gests

that an agricultural credit progLdlll directed to the production of internal

market crops a:>uld serve to increase production. IncrP.ased production w::>uld

make mare produce available for market ladies tx> sell and WU1ld also be of

nutritional benefit to the population, especially children.

Sinply making mre credit avaj1able, however, nay rot entirely solve the

problsn. Pe:>ple frequently invest agricultural loan mney directly into can­

nerce to cut down the risk of loss. FurtbantDre, Murray and Alvarez report

that peasants generally cDn't lxn:LOW lOOney to buy seed. This is understandable

cxmsidering th! risks involved in peasant faming am t1'1:! difficulties of

:repayuent if there is crop failure. An alternative might be to have the

leriling aJent, a developnent program, share t1'e risk through some kind of

agricultural insurance progLatll. One possible lt01el for this ki.rd of shared

risk CDuld be a variation on the Haitian sharecmppirg or nMrlrAla~" system.

under this arrangsuent th! lender could provide the seed and ta.1{e as his pay­

IIImt a certain agreed tlp:)n fCoelltaqe of the harvest. In this way the develop­

ment SIent would be assured a certain percentage of :repayuent depeOOent en

weather arr:l soil CX)nditions. This kind of ar.rangement has the advantaqe of

allaw:inq t1'I! peasant wtJ) is usually cash short another option at the time of
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p1anti.ng. It can allcw him to plant what he w:>uld see as best to plant

on that land at the time rat1Er than be limited by what he can afford to

plant. TIE obvicus drawback is the administrative problems it represents.

Other fomIats could be considered. Tle main objective weuld be to estab1 ; sh

a credit systsn which~ allaw peasants to IIaXiri:z:e their options regar­

diDl land use in an effort to :increase agricultural production for tie intemal

market.
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The primary roles of :rural Haitian w::men are child care, b:msebold

rranagerrent am cxmnerce. They are also the primary carriers of loads.

To a lesser extent WJIIen are involved in agricultun!, animal husbmdry and

charcoal pmduction. The llDSt CUliiCll source of IDn-agrieultural erploylrent

is danestic seIVice. A few blt i.ncreasiIX] rurf:ler of w::men are eq;>l~

in factories. Few wanen have profited fran foonal edu:ation. The rrai.n

l:EIEfit~ have derived fran carmmity ooalCil activities are "Food

for work" payments.

Where WEen engage in the sane type of work as nen, the operating

principle seems to be that men do the ncre physically stternx>us w:>rk. The

nest usual agricultural w:>rk for w:JtEn is harvesting. Reqardi.I'r; animal

husbandJ:y,~ handle fowl and small anima1s. Regarding c::hara:>al produc-

tion, w::men are ncre active in raking coals, sacking ani retailin.; charcoal.

Tts \OneIl lb:> p:!rfOIm these tasks are mre often ];X)Omr ~, or~~

have no men available to do them. .

In resp:>nse to the question of v., works harder, lCme1'1 often resporx3ed

that men WJrK harder but -wanen VJxX lon;er. 1bnen have less leisure am

fewer arrusements than do nell. '!be greatest need aIra'X] Haitian peasant women

is to inprcve their eoorDD1c ci.rcuDBtances. T1'e followin] rea:mnerdations

are 1'LUD! with a view to addressing this need.

1. Establish an agricultural in.surame credit prog%am with t1'e goal of
i.ncreIlsiDI agricultural productia\ of internally marketed produce.
This wculd in tum IIIlke it mere f·-iNe to increase the inwl'WItBnt
of 1GlI!I'1 in ClCIIIIeJ:Ce.

2. :E:nccur2ge inc:reBsed utilizatial ofax:artyards far kitchen gardens by
maki.n; seeda am sudlings available to JjlIMMnt fanners. This lIICUld
help provide a nuch ne 1«1 diet sqlplsnent for all family msubers.

3. Enca1r. a national cxmni.tment to univemalliteracy in tl'e official/
~e. This would help prepam 1QI&'l to take advantage of new sources
of~t l4Uch result fmra ma!emization.
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4. St1Xiy ways to expa:a3. viable lxme industl:y for wanen. 'Ibis VJU1d best
be oriented to goods for ~ch. a Haitian market exists.

5. Efforts at cooperative foJ:mation or other a::>llective eccrnnic endeavors
might better select IIEmbershi.p fI:01l th! eh'"terrled famil~i than a group of
"stra.rKJerS" • This is especi all y true of projects· involving market ladies.

6. CBfts projects will likely fail unless there is a knan rra.rket ootlet
for tl'e gcnds prodo:ed. Projects UDdert:aken by private business people
mJ bear the respJDSibility for rraJ:keting the goods produ::ed, or projects
which aidress a known Haitian market have a greater chaD::e of S1''O::ess.

7• vbnE!n are enthusiastic about leaming arr:i lEW trades or skills that might
be IIBde available to them.

s. Take into a:msideration the following questions in future develq.rnant
planni.n]:

A. Does the prop.JSal address primaJ:y needs?
B. Does it help to preserve or strengthen the family?
C. Is it suitable to the cultural orientation of the .people invelved?
C. ~ does it affect the role balance between men ani TtaneIl?

One stJ:)u1d keep 1..'1 mind that ~tever projects are proJ:X'Sed, the esta­

blished division of labor between nen am TACmm will likely be maintained.

Evi.dena! for this lies in the CHREPROF garden project at Verretes and the

~ N€!ges stores.

At tl'e time of this stuiy bIO otlxrmports on the role of \DIIeI'l in Haiti

W!re in process. One WlS beiD] done !:!i Mrs. Ingrid Donner Shabafrouz, a

sociolo;ist cxmsultant, for CDPG, Organization Devel~pementPlaine de Gonaives.

This study addressed the %Ole of women in the Plain of Gonaives only. Fro

a1sD hired a CD'JSultant 11) study the role of w:men in Limbe. The developtEnt

CCJIIlI.Jnity could profit fran the circulation of all these reports.
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3.6 Tableau recapitulatif

res principaux points de differen::iation et d 'opposition entre les deux

sysi:Emes sent recapituJ.es dans le tableau..suivant:

Tableau 4. Tableau recapitulatif des elements d'oppositial et de separation

entre les deux systEmes de ccmnercialisation

- ~tlxJdes d'achat et de vente

- Infotmati.als sur les prix ef"
les prcrluits

- Lieux de ccmnercialisation

- Transport

- Organisation spatiale

- Cr€idi.t

•. ri.SlCa] i tE

~ Girault ani Labra 1975, SO.

SystErne 2

(Praluits oour l' ex­
portation)

Prin:i.palatent harmes (spe­
culateurs)

"Ie specll.Iateur ac~te"

Pas de marchardage
Pas de pratique

Assez bames

Baltiques, sautes, entre-
pets

En grosses quantites
MarchanJises non axuupa­
~s

Fartsnent l'1.Lkarchis&!

Ie systlm! reJ:OXB! sur 1e
crSiit de type usuraire

Fort en prin:ipe (~,
Ofpartsnent du COtiterce••1
Forte taxation

Syst~ 3

(Ccm!E:'cialisation
locale)

Principalenent fE!11Tles
(Ma3am Sara)

"Ie paysan vern"
l~ge

Pratique

Tres lilni.t&s

En petites quantites
Marchardises accanpagnees

~t hi&archiSl§e

Feu de cralit

Faible

TaxatiQ'1e~ en
1974.


