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introduction

This report describes the planning, delivery and evaluation
of the First National Conference on Adolescent Fertility, held at
the Pegasus Hotel in Kingston, Jamaica, January 7-11, 1980.

The Conference was attended by approximately 200 partici-
pants who came from a wide rénge of government and non=government
agenciés. Individuals at the policy-making level of Government
fiinistries with special responsibility for.Youths were invited, as
well as policy-level personnel from non-governmental agencies,
Further, each relevant Ministry or Rgency was invited to select
two persons at the policy implementation level, who would attend
ags full-tims participants; University departments with special
interests in youth, education and fertility were invited; and in
addition, many community grioups with youth membership or youth
involvement were invited to send delegates, 0On this basis four
Government 1:inist 348y 42 governmental agencies and 25 none
governmental agencies had representatives with full participant
status, A list of participants and theg agencies repressented is
included in this Report as Appendix 11,

In additjon to the Jamaican participants, a number of
resource personnsl from the United States, attended the Conference
through the kind sponsorship of the American public Health Assoc-
iation, Among these wers s, Susan Olds, Consultant, of the
American Public Health Association; Dr, Betty Dudley, Tesn Clinic
Consultant from Mt, Sinai Hospital, Chicago; mMs. C.C. Ogden of

the National Cloaring House on Adolescent Fertility, Washington;
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Dre. Vera Rubin, Director of the Research Institute for the Stud&
of Man, Neuw York; and Dr. Joyce Justus of the University of Cali-
fornia, San Diego, California, Three observer/perticipanta from
Grengda and Barbados were also specially sponsored by the United
States Agency for International Development, ,

The Conference also accommodated a number of persons with
the status of observer,

The material pressnted in this Report appears as far asg ig
possibls in the sams order in which it was pPresented in the Confer-
ence Programme, The substantive areas comprising presentations by
researchers, guest speakers and agency personnel appear mainly in
summary form. The writers of this report accept responsibility for
any errors or omissions and would appreciate comments or corrections
from readers,

The Report contains the following broad areas:

Section 1: Statement of objectives and description of the planning
process for the Conferencs.
Section 2: Summaries of the contents of sessions of the Conference.
Section 3: Conferencs Resolutions and summaries of Conference Work-
shop Recommendations,
Section 4: Evaluation results,
Section 5; Appendices: ' Conference Programme
Il List of Participants
II1 Film Shows and Demonstrations
In Summary, this Conference Report reflects the vide range

of participation and the interest and enthusiasm which was generated



by the COnferenca. Some presentations emphasised echievements and
successful maethods in working in the area of youth and fertility,
others identified areas of continutng: need among youth, and out-
lined some of the still existing problems and pitfalls in programme
development, Yet other presentations were full of suggestions and
potential ideas for new areas of activity and youth programme devel-
opments. The research findings at the beginning of the Conference
were well reflected in the Resolutions and'Recommendations at the
end of the Conference, and at the .conclusion a most integrated and
unified viswpoint had been achieved, Many Conference participants
expressed extresme satisfaction at the content and outcome- of tha
Conference. The greatest achievements of the Conforence were the
exchange of infurmation, the recognition of the importance of the
issuss raised and the ongoing enthusiasm for a knowledgeable and
Cooperative approach to the work on adolescent fertility,

In conclusion, the Consultant Conference Co-ordinators,
who have compiled and edited this Report, wish to plece on record
their appreciation of the wide range of knowloedgeable individuals
wvho madse Presentations to the Conference; the storling work of the
Co-ordinator Mrs, Pet Lewis, the Assistant Co-ordinator, flrs, Jean
Jackson end the staff of the Conference Secretariat, Special thanks
are due to thg stenotype uriters and the volunteer rapporteurs,
workshop leaders and session ohairmen whosg notes have helped to
preserve the spirit of the Conferonce for the record,

-The Jamaica Mational Family Planning Board and the Health,

Nutrition and ° ~culation pivision of the United States Agency_for



International Development gave complete financial support to the
Conferenze and also provided many valuable support services,
including office spacr for preliminary meetings and the time &nd
involvement of man "l 4 the;r key personnsl,

The American public Health Association in addition to
Sponsoring resource persons for the Conference, provided some
Conference materials and useful background papers which were dig-
tributed at the Conference. Ths thanks of all Conference partici=-
pants are heartily extended to the sponsors.

The Vice-Chancellor of thé University of the West Indies
kindly hosted a reception at his home to mark the opening of the

Conference, a warm gesture which uyas very much appreciated,

Hermione McKenzie

Dorian Powell

Consultant Conferance Co-ordinators,
Department of Sociology,

University of the West Indies,
Kingston 7,

Jamaica,



SECTION I:

Statement of Objectives and Planning Activities

A. Statement of Objectives

——

AR five-day National Conference on Fertility and the .Adolescent,
sponsored by the National *amily Planning Board with the co~operation
of the Department of Sociolagy and the United States Agency for
International Development, will be hsld the week beginning January 7,
1980 at th= Jamaica Pegasus Hotel, rMembers of the Department of.
Sociology, U.W.{.uho have been undertaking research in this area,
will spearhead this Conferencs in association with the Women's Bursau,
The Conference is designed to heighten public awareness of and bring
additional resources to bear upen the problems of high levels of
adolescent fertility in Jdamaica,

The objectives of the Conference ares

1. To maks available current research findings in the fisld
of adolescent fortility for group discussion by policy-

makers and programms leaders in the field,

2. To stimulate exchange of information on current action
programmes for adolescents and to encourage co=~ordination

between programmes.

3« To stimulate the development of an ongoing national
interest groun of those concerned with the welfare of
adolescents, ‘

The main contents of the Conference will be:

(1) Presentation of ressarch results by a team of social
researchers who for the past two years have bean
studying the effects of educational opportunity on the
fertility of young Jamaican women. This team consists
of Mrs, Dorian Powell and firs. Hermione McKenzis of
the Department of Sociology, U.W.I., Mona, and
Dre. Joyce Justus of the Department of Anthropolagy,
University of California, San Diego.



(11) Presentations of datu on the health, esducation, social
and sconomic conditions of Jamaican adolescents, both
male and female, and their fertility behaviour. A
w/de range of contributors have besr invited to present

discussions on the abnve topics

(1ii) Prosentations by Jamaican zgencies on their current and
proposed programmes for adoleacents with special
emphasis on fertility behaviour. Several agencies
expect to illustrate their work with films and other:

visual materials.

(iv)  Workshops and discussions on the issua of adolescent
fertility, projected to lsad to policy guidelines
for future services for adolescents and to stimulate

further planning for extended services in this area.

) The Conference will involve approxi sately 200 participanis,
A widéirange of policy makers, as well as representatives of both .
government and non~governmental organizations working with adolgg~
cents and with fértility, have been invitsd. Researchsrs c-d
specialists in the field, as well as a li.ited number of overseas
consultants in adolescent fertility are also expected to attend,

Background papers relative to the issues are being prepared
in advance and a full report of the Conferance proceedings will be
made available to all participants,



B. Planning Activities

Informal discussions for the ¢onference began in the sarly

summer months of 1979, Formal plans began on Septembeé 10, 1979
when Mrs. Pet Lewis took up duties as Co=-ordinator of conferencs
operations. The initial meeting was convened with Mr. Terrence
Tiffany of the Population and Nutrition Division of thg United
States Agency for International Development, and Mrs. Hermione
McKenzie and Mrs. Doriad Powell, of the Department of Sociology,
U.W.I. as Consultants., It war decided at this moeting to invite

a small numbce of interested individuals to serve on a Ccnference

Planning Committee. The fo. .owing persons accepted membership:

Mrs. Ruth Brown Operation Friendship

Women's Centre

Mrs. Pam MciMNeil

Mrs. Aileen Frazer - Social Development Commission
Dr. Thelma Steuwart - Ministry of Education

Miss Elaine Rainford - Y.U.C.A.

Mrs. Hyacinth Bulgin - Ministry of Health

Mrs. Beryl Chevannes - Ministry of Health

Dr. Carmen Bowen-Wright = KeS.A.C. Hoalth Department

Miss Thelma Thomas - Mational fFamily Planning Board
Mrs. S. Daley - National Family Planning Board
Mrs. Alma Smith - Mico Teachers' College

Mr. Oscar Grant - Rosene.... Hotel

Mrs. Jean Jackson Jjoined the team of conference organizers
in mid-December as [ ‘sistant Co-ordinator.

The committee held approximately six meetings during which



it hemmered out the objectives of the conference, ifs‘format and
scope. After the broad areas were decided on. in these general
meetings, sub-committees were formed with responsibility for
specific areas, namely:
1. Workshop
2, Hospitality and welfare
3. Registration and Name Tags, Resource Kit and Lunch Ticlets
4, Film Shous and Displays
With the above structure, a multiplicity of tasks was under-
taken., A particularly important pre-Confersnce activity, undertaken
by the Co-ordinator, was the Freparation of an island-wide list of
youth-related social agencies which formed one of the bases for
inQiting Conference participants. This list was presented as one
of the background papers at the Conference, but has provad to be
too lengthy for inclusion in the present Report.
The Hon. Dr, Phyllis McPherson-Russell, then Minister of
State in the Ninistry of Education, tcok a particular interest in
the Conferencs Workshop organization, and devoted invaluable time
both to preparatory planning sessions and to the final arrangements
made during the Conference week. Her assistance was highly valued.
The Conference preparation activities culminated in @ very reward-
ing experience for the five days January 7-11, 1980,
We should like to again place on record our gratitude to
the Planning Committes and its Sub-Committes, and the large numbers
of persons who so willingly and cheerfully helped to make the

Conference suchAa worthwhile undertaking,



-

SECTION 2: . SUMMARY NF CONFERENCE

Day I: January 7, Monday

8,00 - 9,00 asms¢ =~ Registration

9,00 - 11,00 asme =~ QOPENING SESSION

The session was chaired by fr. Donald Miller, Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Health and Social Socurity, and Chairman,
National Family Planning Board, Prayers were offered by Rev,
Webster Edwards of Oporation Friendship. The Conferonce uwas
formally opened by Mr. A.Z. Preston, Vice~Chancellor, University
of the West Indies, and the keynoto address was given by
Hon, Dr. Winston Davidson, Parliamentary Secrotary, Ministry of
Health and Social Security. During the session, greotings were
extended by Hon. Dr. Phyllis McPherson-Russoll, iiinister of State
of the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports; His Excelloncy
fire Loren Lawrence, United States Ambassador; and Dr. Vera Rubin,
Director of the Research Institute for the Study of Man, Neuw York,
firss Hermione [McKonzie of the Department of Sociology, UlsTsy

gave an overview of the Confercence.

Chairnerson, Mr, Donald Millers

Lo r ar g -

Mre Millor oponed tho session by stressing the timeliness,
importance and rolevance of the Conference in the context of the
developmont of a Population Policy., Such a policy should not only
consider projections rogarding possible population growth and the
facilities necossary to support such population, but more import-
antly should look at the quality of life qf the population. Tho

policy whould also consider *he national implications of the
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distribution of the population focussing specifically on the
crucial age group 14-24 years, which is also a focus of this
Conforencao,
He expressed the hopo that the Conforence would consider
tho nroblem of Abortion, from a technical perspectivae,
Finally, he introduced tho membors of the platform who
were as follouws;-
flove Webster Edwards, Director, Opsration Friendship.
Mre ReZ, Proston, Vice-Chancellor, U,W,I.
Hon. Dr. Winston Davidson, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of
Health and Social Security.
Hon, Dr. Phyllis HcPherson?Russoll, Minister of State, Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports,
HeEs Ambassador lLoren Lawrence, Ambassador, U.S.A.
Dr. Vera Rubin, Director, nNosearch Institute for the Study of fan,
New York,
Mre Terrence Tiffany, Health, Population and Mutrition Division,

United States Agency for International Developmoent,

Fire AeZ, PBraostong

Mre Preston gave the occasion his enthusiastic sunport,
stating that the Conforence reprosented a meeting of expert minds
on a very vital issue, It was his view that the adult world had
somghow failed to provide a framswork for the accommodation of tho
intelligent, educated, fortile, but insecure and confused adolescent.
Wo have not built an adult world into which all the education,

improved nutrition, and froeo expression of emotions may propaerly



now fit, He cautioned that thore is need to oxamine not oniy‘the
fortility of the adolescent, but the oducational and hsalth
implications in the social miliou, as theso have developed over

the last twenty or ec years, Ho charged the Confersnce to endeavour
to come up with answers and practical recommendations that would
begin to establish those conditions and thoso opportunities that»
would give meaning to the oxpanded aspirations of today's adoles-
cents; a framowork within which the relsased creative enorgies

of adolescents could be proporly channolled.

llon, Dr, Winston Davidson:

Or., Davidscn noted that the Conferenco was clearly speaking
to ono of the most important problems which face our country, and
indeed all countries of tho world, particularly those of the
Third World. The Conferonco, he said, comes at a time when there
are changes and choices facing developing countries, which sventu-
ally must be borne by tho prosent adoloscents., He furthor notod
that the quostion of adolaoscent fertility is dopendent on tho extent
to which the adolescent percoives himseclf or hersclf as an inheront
part of the productive forces of tho country, and the extent tg
which these productive forces shapo the mode of devolopment and
level of participation in the fruits of such developmont,

Of primary importance at this $ime, was the neod for tho
Conforenco to come up with an action nlan, a plan that would
address itsclf not only to current concerns about tesnage prognancics,
but also to concerns about the alienation of younqg poople from the

mainstream of oconomic developmant; about thair general cstrangomont
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from the national rasources of our country; and about their chances
for achioving a bettor life. Dr. Davidson folt that though thore
was a case for morally sound measures to docreaso fortility among
young peaplao, theré was also need for more fundamental changos
that would correct the contradictions in productive relations in-
herent in the p isent pattern ot ownership of the means of production,
The Conference, he said, had basically two choices = one
wasy the presentation of scientific paners, tha elaboration of nou
idoas, and the formulation of a conference document which would
Justify the holding of a conforonce., The second choicae, and the
one more favoured by him, was to come up with an action plan that
would form the basis for activities for this new decade. Heo
continued, howefer, that tho increasing numbers of frustrated
youths were not likely to wait indefinitely; they wers likely to
act for changes in their oun interost, and thess would be funda=-

mental changes.,

Overview aof th_ggpfogggggi firs._ Hermiono NcKenzie:

iitce fickenzie, on behaif of the Confercnce Coordinators qnd
fhe Planning Committeoe welcomod everyons to the week-long Confer-
ence. She presented an overviow of theo Conference, which shs sau
as an impo{tant means of informing the many distinguished gucsts
and policy~makers, assembleod for tho opening session, who wight
not find it possible to attend subsequent sessions.

She reviawed briofly the objectives of the Confersncs.
Important among thom was the noed to bring to the forefront of

social policy the question o~ pcpulation growth and the urgency
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of examining and considaoring the contribution of our tesnage
mothers to population growth., She noted that current studies
suggested that not only is the leval of fertil;ty increasing in
women under 20, but that vomen who beogin child-boaring under ago 20
tand to havg larger completod familigs than those who begin to

have their children after age 20, Further, there was need to bo
concerned with the sccial and economic welfare of thisg age group,
particularly thosge who are motherss Tho offspring of these youth-
ful mothers said MNrs, McKenzie, also nesd our concern,

She then outlinod the program for the 5 days of the
Conferonce, The_first day would considor the findings and impli-
cations ot a tvo~ygar study on Education and Fortility, funded by
the United Statgs Agency for Intorhational Development, directed
by the Resocarch Institute for the Study of man, sponsored locally
by the Women's Buroau. The fcllowing days of the Conference would
focus on programs for adolescents, Tuesday would be concernsd
with health mattors and health programs; lednesday, with the legal
1ssuoe relating to the conditions of youth; and Thursday with
crrront oducational and work programs, Friday's program would
attompt to 1ink tho areas together and to come Up with an agreed
pasition on nossiblg stratogies to doal with the question of
adolescent fertility,

Mirs. flcllenzie idontified three highlights of the Conference
activitics,

Te "Youth Proggggmghgggggg" in which representatives of curront
Jamaica Youth Programs would share their ideas and program
activitigs, These would be both governmont and non-government

programs,
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2, " "Youth Spoalig" constituting presentations from selected youth

groups, which would provide for conference par ticipants firste
hand insights into tho “snditions and viswpoints of youths,
from tho youths themsolves,

3« Confarence Workshop. 0One afternnon would be devoted to the

‘workshop session, which it was hoped would comse up not only
with conferencs rosolutions, but with the bases for the

formation of an ongoing interest group with spocial emphasis
on youth programs and on the_issues of adolescent fertility,

In commenting on the study to be considered on the firat
day of the Conferonce, Mrs, flicKenzie gave its main aim as to
examine the effects of better oducational opportunities on encourag-
ing young women to avoid pregnancy, The Study, she said, started
off by comparing adolaescents of comparablo intellectual levels,
who, seven years ago entered two differant types of scilools, and
then examined their educational experiences and lifsg patterni. 1t
particularly studied houy these affected thoir patterns of fertility,

She gave tho main findings as those which show;’

(a) the importance of the quality of cducation as a factor

motivating young girls to romain in school and to avoid
Pregnancy, and

(b) tho importance of tangible goals, such as examination success,

particularly the Genoral Certificate of Education, in affecting

pregnancy levels,
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In concluding, frs, McKonzie said:

noeed for concrete Programs of activity and occupation for young wonen,
and indeed for al}l youth; and with the above Pindings in mind, the
remainder of thig conference is devoted to an gxamiraiion of programs

for youth, including young women",
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SESSION II, 11.45 a,m. = 12,30 pom,

Findings from U.u.I, Department of Sociology
Study of Education and Adolescent Fertilitys
. Educational Expariences

This Session, chaired by Dr. Vara Rubin, included two
presentations, firstly by Dr, Joyce Justus of the Univereity of
California, San Diego and secondly by Mrs, Hermlone McKenzie of
tho Department of Sociology{.u.w.l. The presentations highlighted
findings related to the educational experiences of the women in
the sample and the relationship between these experiences and

pregnancy.,

Lhairperson: Dr. Vera fubin

Dr. Rubin, before introducing the presenters, very briefly
placed tha current study in tho context of provious research on
the West Indian Family. She drew attention to the classic, Edith
Clarke's 'My fMother Who Fatherad Me! as a landmark in family
research, which is still of current relevance. She noted however,
the changes in tho attitudes and ékpectations of young women today
and the emergence of nouw sscial values., She saw the findings of
this confaerence as being of narticular importance to .our need to

address theso emorgent social values in tha light of changing

opportunity structurass.,

Presontors: 1, Dr. Joyce Justus:
Dr. Justus as a co-rossarcher in the project gave her
primary interest in ascortaining how women iearn to become women

in the Caribbean and the imnortance of our reproductive role in
[}
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this process. she recognized the influence of men on the lives of
women, but fslt fhat it vi mothers, as socializers of the young,
.who are largsely cresponsible for the sharp dichotomy batween male
roles and female roles in West Indian socisty,

Ore Justus drew attention toc the absence of male emphasisa
in the study, an area which'will have to be addressed in the future,
She summarised her concerns ass

(1)  female socializaticn and the mothering role,
(2) tha meaning of education to ths young,

(3) the devolopment of a concrete plan of action for adolescents,

2, MNrs, Hermione fMcKenzis

firss McKenzie focused on the educational experiences of the
young women studied. The study, she said, disproved our belisf in
the Caribbean that the school to which onse is allocated to at age 11
determines one's 1life opportunities, This is perhaps the most import-
ant finding of the study, sinco approximately one-third of our total
sample who started in New Secondary School, switched from this
Secondary School to conventional High Schools or Technical High
Schools or into some other mors opportunity-laden structure, She
noted that a constant process of school switching takes place as
students at various stages o? their lives identify available
opporiunities which to them seem to be more cartain avenuas of
employment and mobility, She emphasized, 'Opportunity is not a
fixed entity in the Jamaican society, it is a mobile and. continuously
changing and criss. ~Crossing one ... But in terms of careesr ‘Oppor=

tunitiocs, the High School girls definitely have an edge over girls
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who went to Secondary Schools, ! S5ho said that an important policy
direction should be to provide opportunities that arg open and
Plexible, which would allow children with & wide range of.educa-
tional backgrounds to make use of such opportunities as a means
of sécial mobility,

R second important finding relating to education was that
threo times as many girls who attended Secondary School became
pPregnant as those who attended High School, Further, nrs, McKenzie
said, those who uent to Secondary School also tended to get pregnant
at a younger age than thg High School girls,

In trying to determine what lies within the educetional
experisnce which might encourage gr discourage tha control of

fartility by young women, Mrs. McXenzip idontified the quality_gf

8ducation and Eﬁﬂﬂiﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂl~iﬁiﬁﬁﬁi a8 the tuo most important factors,
Secondary School students, she caid, were particularly dissatisfied
with the quality of thoir education, Only about 40 of thnse who
enterad thesg educational institutions remained for the required

5 years of schooling, This contrasted charply with the High School
students for whon 93y completod at least § years of schooling,

With respect to the second cducation variable identifiad,
firses McKenzie noted that getting at least three '0' lgvel General
Certificato or Education subjects was an important factor in the
relationship between education and fartility,

Arss McKonzio nesxt considored tho question of employment,
She nqted that while therg was little differonce betweon the lgvel

of employment of both groups or women, there wers differencos in tha

actual employment opnportunitiecs available to each group. The sharpost
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differential, she noted, existed among those who were not in Jobs,
The High School girl was much more likely to be in some form of
advanced education, while the Secondary School girl was more likely
to be staying at homa expecting babies, looking after babies, and
in some cases, looking for g Job, This she said relates to an
important finding of the study, that economic activity status is

8 vory lmportant factor asssociated with pregnancy,

Another finding with important policy implications , she
noted, was the fact that High School girls were not entering the
teaching profassion., The Secondary School girls, with generally
lesser qualifiéation, wore however ontering the teaching profession,
Secretary/Typist and other clerical jobs were those most avallable
to both groups, and even girls with Advanced Level G.C,E. examinations
were having difficulties in tanding a job,

The above, [rs. McKenzie concluded, were the main findings
from the educational axperiences of tho young women, that formed

seemingly important linkages betwoeen sducation and pregnancy,
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SESSION III: 2,00 = 3,30 p,m,

S T g e ———

mgings from U, n U, 1, quartmenu of Sociolo
t y_of Educatloﬂngpd Adolaocenu Fertilit

b Fertllly/ Experlences and Knowledge
and Usg of Contracqptlon

This Session heard one presentation which was supported by
graphic illustrations using slides, 1I% was divided into two sections,
the first of which explored several aspegts of fertility while it
examined the differentials between students of the High School and
the Socondary systems, The secoﬁd section was more analytical as
it attempted to shou those variables which were statistically more
important in explaining fortility and contraception among the young

wobimen,

Chairperson: Professor Laurie Reid

Presquggz Ars, Dorian Powsll

"The first area explored is the fertility aspirations of
the young women. Though aspirations do not necessarily guarantee
a woman's future fertility, they are nsvertheless salient for the
‘understanding of the naturse of fertility, Most of our respondonts
wanted small or middle-sized families, 2-4 children, and very feu
wanted large Tamilies. jomen who attended High School wanted
slightly smaller families than those wvho attended Secondary Schools.
Most women wanted to begin childbearing in their early twenties,
but those from the Secondary systom were more likely to want to
begin earlier than did those from the High School system. Both
Qroups wanted to end childbearing relatively early, bofore 35 years

of age,
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The tuo groups werse comparable with respect to sexual
maturity: moan age at menarche is 12,56 years for the High School
group, and 12,84 for the Secondary group. There was however, a
notable difference between their sexual oxperience. More of the
Secondary graduates had initiated sexual activity, and those who
did, tended to have started at a younger age than did the High
School graduates. flore than 50% of the Secondary and 34% of the
High School group, started sexual activity before age 16,

Tuice the number of women in the Secondary group had bean
pregnant at loast once at the time of tho survey: 52,87 as comparod
to 25,777, For both groups, the modal age for first pregnancy was
18 years. The women from the Secondary system however, showed
gensrally an earlier age of first pregnancy than did those from the
High School system. O0Of the former, 22,5{ had experiencad their
first pregnancy before age 16, while for the latter, the proportion
was 11,17,

The findings regarding contracoption are also of interust.
The two groups woera comparable with regards knowledge of contra-
ceptive, but diverged sharply in terms of the sources they would
utilize to securs contraceptives, and in tieir actual use of
contracentivos, Knowledge of mothods and knowlodge of available
outlets arse high for both groups of young women. All methods dige-
cussed wero accessible and the perceived time to reach outlots was
30 minutos or less. Primary groups (mother, boyfriends and othoy
(friends) played a minimal role as sources of information about
‘contraceptive methods, whilo schools and health services and mass

media agencies wers important sources.
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Generally, both groups of women were Pavourable to the use
of contraceptives for young women. The High School women were
howoever slightly more negative to contraceptive use than were the
Secondary School women, Tho pill was the 8ingly most favoursed
method by bot*h groups, though the High School graduates showed
slightly greater preference for this mothod than the Secondary
graduates,

Sixty-two percent of the total sample reported previous uso
of contraceptivos. Usage was lower among those who attendad
Secondary Schools than amonqg those who went to High Schools. The
latter group favoured the pharmacy and to a lesser extent the Clinic/
Health Centre as source of contraceptive methods, In contrast, the
Secondary women reflect a preference for the Clinic/Health Centro

over the commercial outlet.”

The second soction of the presentation reported on findings
which emerged through the uso of 3 statistical model which alloued
the statistical control of some variables, whilo thus influence of
others are cbserved., "“The indepondeni variablas emerging as most
powserful in exnlaining sesual exporience and fortility were educa-
tional achievement and vorl=-related variables, Oackground variables
turned out to he of little explanatery value. Educational achigvo-
mont (examinations Passed) has both an intervening and a direct
offect on lovels of pPregnancy, Students who have passed 'g! lgvel
examinations or taken !4t level showed the lowest lgvel of pregnancy,
vwhila those with no examinations passed had tho highest levels of

pregnancy,



23

Among the worke-related variables, unemployed women had the
highest level of pregnancy, while those working with income over
13450 per week had the lowest lovels, A second variable in this
group, sourve of financial support, showed that women supported
by boyfriends or partnors woere more likeiy to have oxperienced
pregnancy than those supported by parents, or were self-supported.

The indepondent variables discussed proved to be of little
importance in eXpiaihing contraceptive usages ?urther, contra=
ceptive use when used as an indepondent variable turned out to be a
weak predictor of prognancy." .

"In summary, while oducational opportunity, that is, the
type of school one attended, doss make a difference in one's fertilit.
eéxporience, it is what one can achieve in the school expoerience,
primarily in terms of examinations paséed, which largely detarmine
whether ons becomes exposed to pregnancy or not. The fact is that
educational achievement tends to act as a motivating force againsi
early entry into union and early pregnancy. Educational opportunity
is an important pre=~requisite to Educational Achievement, but it
is the latter that has a direct effect on pregnancy experience.
‘Both variables combined,directly affect economic activity (work),
which in turn influencos fertility.

| The findings raise a number of policy implications., The
importance assumed by education and work suggests policy inter=-
vention in these two areas. The possible up~grading of Secondary
Schools, change or modification of curriculum to provide students

with more marketable skills is one direction that could be examined.
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Both education and work environments offar opportunities
-for influencing fertility values and fertility behaviour., Creative
programs centreing on thoese areas of activity can be designed
perhaps with direct haalfh and level of living objectives, while
at the same time accommodating foertility objectives, directly

or indirasctly,"
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SESSION lv: 3.45 =« 4,30 p.m.

Summary of Dioscusaions oun Roaoorch Findinus on EJucation

and Fortility; and Policy Rocommondatioms .

Ché&irpersdn: Dr,-Pat Andgrson
Family Planning Programmes fcr Adolescents

Comment
1e Observed that women's concern with fertility is related to a low self

image, which defines womanhood in terms of fertility behaviour.

Recommendations

Family programmes, including the mass media programme, should include
a component which seeks to increase the women's feeling of self worth.

‘'This should also be addressed tirough other "consciousness-raising"
programmes for women, as is currently being done through Women's Bureau

Programmese.

Comment

2. The finding that adolescents rely on the condom quite heavily points
to the need to direct more family planning education <t males. Some dis-
agreement as to whether reliance on the condom delays the development of
female sexual autonomy, by which women recognise that they are responsible

for theidr bodies.

Recommendation

Develop family planning education programmes for males, and intensify
this thrust.

Comment

3o The very limited role which the study shows is played by parents in
family planning education pointé to the need to explore this as an avenue
of communication. Many parents are_ themselves ignorant and need to be

educated also.

Recommendation

~ There is a considerable potential for developing family life educaticn
programmes which are based on natural primary groupings such as parent-
child relationships or peer groups. This could be integrated into the

programmes of parent~teacher associations, and other community-based groups.
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Comment
4e The role of the Church also emerged as an important factor in

shaping sexual behaviour,

Recommendation

The churches should be encouraged to develop special youth pro=-

grammes, emphasizing family life education,

Comment

5 Some of the techniques‘Which are reported as being in popular use
among adolescents need to be reappraised in the 1light of their health
hazards (e.g. the Depo Provera injection) or their unsuitability for

persons who are not engaged in continuous sex relationships,

Reconmendation

The injection should not be dispensed tn teenagers, and more
attention should be paid to encouraging the use of the diaphragm and
the condom. 1In addition, clinic personnel need to give more advice on

the side-effects of different contraceptive methods,

Comment

AL 0052

6e One pocsible reason for the failure to maintain contraceptive use,
and for the reliance on store-bought methods of contraception, may be
the negative at{‘tudes of clinic staff to adolescents who come to the

clinic for contraceptives,

Recommendation

Health personnel need to be retrained so as to increase their

receptiveness and understanding towards adolescents,

The Bffect of Education and Work in Reducing Fertility

Comment
le The fact that adolescents who have had babies stress their desire
to continue their education, and to complete theif\childbearing at an
early age, underlinéé-the need for intecvention programmes that will

allow the young mother to continue her education.
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Recommendations

Increased support should be given to intervention programmes such
as.the Women's Centre programme which is run by the Womenfs Bureau, and
the Education Code should state clearly that girls cannot be denied re-
admission to school because of pregnancye

More resources should be allocated to training programmes for oute

ofmschool youthe

Comment

2» The fact that a high proportion of the New Secondary sample were
able to transfer to other schools points to the usefulness of maintaining
such mechanisms as the Grade 9 Achievement Test (GNAT) which allows a
degree of mobility between the traditional high school and the New

Secondary School,.

Recommendation

. The GNAT exam should be maintained, while the major concern of
Government should be the improvement of the quality of education within

the New Secondary School,

Comment

3. Since the study showed that girls from the New Secondary School

felt that they were at a disadvantage in the job market when compared with
graduates from the High Schools, attention must be paid to increasing

the public recognition ol these schoolse.

Recommendation

Employers should be made familiar with the type of training offered
in the New Secondary Schools and encouraged to have special recruiting

drives in these schools.

Comment
4 Students from both types of schools stressed the importance of obtairnin-
a8 more technical job-oriented education, and some high school studznts

had actually transferred to technical schools for this reason.
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Recommendation

The technical/vocational component should be increased in all
schools, and girls should be encouraged to break away from the trade
i*tional female occupations such as child-care and home economics, in
favour of skills for which there is a greater market demand, Women
should be trained for economic self-sufficienéy, which also involves

training in cooperative management,
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Day II: Januarz 8, Tuaadax

SESSION Vs 9.00 = 10,30 a.m,

In this session, confarences participants heard two speakers:
Honi Mrs. Catmen McGregor, fembor of Parliament, who epoka on some
of the problems, mainly strdctural; which contributed to the
incidence of tesnage pregnancy, and who offered suggestions uhich
could help to dgal with this phenomenon; and Dr, Carmen Bowen=lWright
of the Ministry of Health, Jamaica; who spoke on her own expericnces

in working with adolescents in a deprivad area of Kingston,

Chairperson: [rs, June Rattray

Presenter 1: Hon, Mrs, Carmen flcGregor, fember of Parliament

lfirs. McGregor spolce against the background of her extensive
experience as a teacher and her work in the sugar belt area of rural
Jamaica, and as recent Minister of State with rosponsibility for the
Women's Buroau, an agency pledged to promote programe direocted at
improvement in the conditions of women. 1In commenting on the povaerty
.in which large groups of teenage women exist, sho said, "any condi-
tion which prevents the full development of women is a retarding
condition and should beo tackled". Adolescent fertility, she said,
cannot be considerod in isolation, it must be conai&ered within the
wider socio-economic conditiens of the society,
Among soms of the situations which create an environment
that promotes early parenthood, are:
1. Family etructure ~ for examnle the generation gap betwesn

grandmothers and the childron, they often have to rear;



30

and the problem of step=-fathor who force young girla to
become their sexual matas.

2, The shift system ;n schools and the resulting imbalance
between the time-table of working parents and students on
shift, the consequence being reduced parental supervision
of children.

3e Distance from schocls and transportation problems which
force young female students to solicit drives from
"innocuous" males,

4, Higration, rosulting from lack of opportunities in rural

areas, leave children with inadequate support and supervision,

Among the corrective moasures suggested by Mrs, McGregor were:

Te Expansion of educational facilitiee to include tesaching
of responsible parenthood and skill training,

2, | Parent education to improve their ability- to communicate
with their children.

3. Developing a basis for family security which will ses malas
blaying a more central role,

4, Promotion of self-awareness pragrams which will help women

to have a proper estimate of themselvea.

Teenage pregnancy, she said, must be tackled from all perspectives,

lest we find ourselves impotent in dealing with the problem,
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Brosentor 2: rs_Oousn=tiright, Seonior Medical gfficer,

oM——_ S W S B

1inistry of Health

-

Dr., Bouen=Wright gave a short but informative presentation
on the charactaristics of teenage clients who attended an urban
family plarning clinic over the period 1975«79, The highlights wsra:
Te In 1975, teenagars>mado up 15,3% of the total clinic pop u=
lation. B8y 1976 the prorortion had increased to 45%,
Since then it has declined sharply to 15,0% in 1979
24 Earlier, toenags clisnts had primary level education only,
Later clients, in the majority were of secondary lgvel
education,
3e None of the teenage clients were married, a few lived in
common=~lauw relationships, the majority were single,
4, Friends were the chief source of information about the
clinic,
5, All deliveries to the teenagers wers normal; there were no
Caesarian births,
6. Earlier, teenago cliesnts tended to come to the clinic
after a pregnancy; the lator clients, and those of second-
ary education, tended to come to the clinic before experiencing

a pregnancy,
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SESSION VI: 11.00 = 12,30 a,m,

e—T—

anol Discussion - Social and Psychological
Aspects of Adolescant fertility

Chairpersons Or. Lenworth Jacobs

anolists: Mrse Inez Morrison, Coordinatcr, Kingston and
St. Andrew Family Court

Ore. Froddis Hickling, Psychiatrist, Bellevus Hospital
Dre. R.G, Lampart, SefMeDsy Ste Thomas,

frs, I. Morrison:
Dealing with the 896 group 12-10 ypars, Mrs. Morrison
reviewed some of the problems which were dealt with by Social Workers

in the Family Court. "One of the most striking features of the young

These result in a varioty of experiences, for oxampla:
1. One parent families, usually mothers in cramped quarters,
2. Yard experiences, a condition of ghetto living,
3. Pregnancies caused by older men, often stap~fathers,
4, Incestuous relationships, resulting from the fact that
some fathers linow their girls for ths first time in their

teens and are sexually attracted te them,"

frs. Morrison anpealed for sex education at all levels,
including parents as well as children., She claimed that the strong
value placod on motherhood and childbearing in the socicty had to
be recognized, Programs must take this value inte consideration

and work with it, rather than against it, -
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Dr, Lampart:

Or. Lampart reviewed 1976 data on teenage clients who

attended his clinic iﬁ a rural hospital. 1In discussing the atti-

tudes of teonagers, he said that it was not unusual to receive

requests from them asking for'help to hava a child, Quite often,

having the child was a means to an end:=

marriage, support, or just holding a man,

From interviews with 30 men about their fathering of

children, he related the follouwing:

No children
All children, one partner

Children with 2 partners

I ” 3 n

n n 4 n

6 children with 5 partners
N

11

This last man listed was 29 yeara old, and, said Dr. Lampart, he

discussad his record with pride,

Dre Lampart also spoke of tha incidence of young grand-

mothors resulting from early childbearing. Tho youngest to attend

his clinic was 28 years old., She had her first child at age 14,

and her 14 yoar old child rapeated the pattern. The doctor appealad

for greater concentration on males and urged for the pramotion of

male sterilization as a method of fertility control, It has so far

proven to be a rather unsuccessful area of his practice. The malos

havo not responded to programs which encourage male sterilization,
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Dr. Froddie Hickling:

In making his prosentation on the issue of adolascent
fertility Dr. Hickling's perspective called on family.plannera
and social workers to make a critical assessment of their attempts
to chango fertility patterns through the means they have adopted.

Ho said the quostion of adolescent fsrtility must be viewed in the
context of the social and psychological realities in which we live,
and against tha history of ths society from which we are smerging.
It is a hostile socioty = hostile in an economic sense and so sex
as a bahasvioural practice has boen shaped by this society, ODr,.
Hickling supported the focus on adolescents, as to him, 'it is very
clear that the youth, the adoloscent is the carrier of culture and
it is important that one focuses on cultural carriers!?!. Further,

he noted that 70 or 80 percent ot prognancies in this country occur
to women under 25 years of age and 30 to 35 percent to women under 20,
He continued, "are we then saying that 70% of our normal birth
patterns fall into a problem and is to bae corrected ... or reaily,
should we not be eesing that this is a roality of life, the manifest
reaction of the population to the problems in which they find them-
sslves, in terms of the social dynamics of the society?"

Dre Hickling questioned our right to say what the quality of
1ife should be; it is, he said, an imnosition of valuss. The
fundamental problem underlying teenage pregnancy, he continued, is
an sconomic one, "a problem of the relationship of people to the

means of the production", The factors that motivate women into
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childbearing ars not one-sided, there is also the silent voice of
“the man, whom heo noted, 1s largely absent from the conferencs,

"The absence of the man at this conference is perhaps the moet
vocal and most positive étatamant about what isg happening here",
Dre Hickling warned of the complexity of the iesue, its deeply
psycho-sacial dimension and the danger if we "try to tinker and
tamper with social attitudes that are deep-seated, which could

have remarkable psychological effects into the future©, He urged
that things must be reasonad out'with the youths and they must have
a voice at all levels gof discussion up through the channel to the

decisgion makoers,
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SESSION VII: 2.00 - 3,30 pem,

Femily Life Education and Adolescent Fertility

Chairperson: Mrs. Trixie Somerville

Prasenter: f1s. Jean Tulloch~Reid

Mse. Tulloch-Reid drew attraction to the emphasie on
‘quality of life', a theme which emerged strongly ever sincs the
8nd of World War 11, Today, the 80's, the emphasis is still fore-
most, but she obssrved, improved quality of life is not an entity in
itself, but must be achieved in the total framework of social and
economic development,

In commenting cn thq:topic Adolascent Fertility, she said, it
is a doterrent to the goals and aspirations not only of the adolascent
themselves, but also of other poople in the society. She drew
attention to the important rolg of the family and of oducation in
providing experisnces for members of the society, the kind of
experiences which help to determine what tho quality of life will be,.
Education for responsible parenthood, she noted, was an important
part of the education process. This includas tha fostering of sglf=
esteem, which will not develop in isolation or by chance, as a rasult
of positive expericnces both from the family and from the education
procaess.

In continuing Ms. Tulloch-Roid drow attention to the
importance of Family Life Education as a prerequisite to the curtaile-
ment of the incidonce of adolescent fertility. It should begin as
early as the bacic school level and should be interdisciplinary.
Further, it should bo part of a developmental projoct which will

help persons to recognize “hoir responsibility for what is happening
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in their society, and to do something about it. Adolescent fertility,
she said, is not a technical topic, Rather it should be viewed as
ons of moral commitment..

Ms. Tulloch-Reid thon shared with the Conference some of
hor experiences in the field of family Life Education. The highlight
of these were a programme she carriod out in the training of young .
people to teach their pecers. This she said brought out certain’
imperatives, important among them were:

1. Family Life Education should start earlier than the teenage yearc.

2, Parents should be exposed to Family Life Education,’so they
too can become prime educatocse. :

3. More attention should be pcid to oounoelling girls on how they
can deal with the advancecs rmade to thom by males.

4, Teenagers need to be moro cware of the range of choices
available to them to utilize thcis sexual energies.

5. More information should be shared with them on the child as
an individual, and the responsibilities accompanying child-

. boaring:end.child ' rearing,

6. More information and frank discucsicn were needed on human
sexuality and love.

7 Family Planning oducation should bo approached within the
context of planning for one's life goals.

8. Parents should become more involvod in family life programmas.
There should bo comiron forums for parents and children.

In conclucding, Conference participants wero urged to work
more with Youths, espocially in training them in the area of peer

counsellihg.



38

SESSION VIII: 3.45 ~ 5,00 p.m.

YOUTH PROGRAMME SHOWCASE NO, 1

fhairperson: Miss Daisy Goldson, Chief Health Educator

Presgnter: Mrs.¢Bath Jacobe
Jamaica National Family Plannidg Association.

Mrs, Jacobs gave a brief historical revisu of thé picneering
Family Planning activitiss in Jamaica, and the emergence of the
Jamaica Family Planning Association, in 1957, out of what was amarlisr
the Jamaica Family Planning League dating from 1941, Later (1968)
she said, the President of the Jamaica Ffamily Planning Association,
became the first Director of the National Family Planning Board..
The JFPA maintained a supportive rolo to the government's island-
wide programme, by focusing on a person=-to-person approach, which it
did through its team of what was *hon known as Encouragement
Visitors, Today JFPA maintains two full-time daily Family Planning
Clinics one in the corporate arsca of Kingston and the other in
St. Ann's Bay, in the parish of St. Ann.

Mree Jacobs outlineq for the conference, its new thrust for
1980 which will be a youth-oriented programme. Implementation uill
include the employment of 7 young staff numbers between ages 18~21
who will be knoun'as "Family Planning Youth Associates', "They will
provide community-based distribution of contraception and sex
education to adolescents within prescribed areas worked out by a
Field Officer and & Supervisor". It is expected to beugn innovative
approéch to teenags pregnancy, presently a§ stage one = the planning
stage. It is rereiving favourable support from the United States

Rgency for International Development. Stage two will involve



39

implementution as a pilot project followed by uwveiuavaun, Stage
three will be modification and expansion of those especta cf the
project that have proven most effective. M3, Jacobs in expressing
the JFpAtls commitment to a youth-oriented approach to erogramme
intervention said, "it is JFPA's considevred opinion that youth
already talks sex, so why not bring in youth at a leadership levsl,
train youth and monitor their effectiveness to become responsible .
citizens for the future of planned parenthood?" Sha is quito hopeg=
ful that the "Family Planning Yoeth-toYeuth" programme has the
potential for success and the "Youth Associates" will have an import-
ant part to play and an increasingly delicate, but'strong role tn

be filled.

Presenter: fir. D. McfFarquhar
4-H Clubs

Mre McFarquhar stated that the 4=H Movsment started in 1940
with a membership ‘of 300, Now its membership numbers over 39,000,
ages 9-25 years., He dealt with the implications of the 4-H's ]
symbolized by the movement. He related all feur to thei: implica-~
tions for population growth, In the first H = Health, he‘drew
attention to the health consequences of early childbearing, The
second H - Hand, though viswed positively in terms of mors hands,
has a negativ- corsrtaunner os nore hands bring with eeem more mouths

to feceds Here he mentioned the work being done in 4-H Clubs in

which'emphaais is placed on training youths to work with their hand-
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In commenting on the third aspuct = H for Head, the 4-H
Rovement attaches much importance to use of the Head through
~education and particularly the programme's stress on oducation for
family living,

Finally, he dealt with H for Heart. He linked this to
man-woman relationships as manifested in 'unstable mating patterns
and lack of intra-family communication!, This he feels qgntributas
to the existing fertility patterns of adolescents., The 4=H Movement
as gathered from Mr, lMcFarquharts prosgntation, through its
emphasis on the 4 H's develop activitios for youth that can have a

corrective impact on the increasing lovels of adolescent fertility,

Presentecr: fiss Cyntiia Johnson

Ministry of Education

Miss Johnson is from the Guidance and Counselling Section of
the Ministry of Education, The Section has responsibility for
Guidance and Counselling in schools and in the process it has
training programmes with Guidance Counscellors as wsll as evaluation
of their activitigs, Among the emphases of the programme are
Health, Family Life Education, Career Education and Studant Yolfare,

An important feature of the Family Life Education programme
is the Personal Development project bogun 4 years ago and now in
its final year,

The Guidance and Counselling Section works in collaboration
with the National Family Planning Board with respect to ths Family

Life Education programme.
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Presenter: [Miss Marie Rankine,
‘Bureau of Health Education, Ministry of Education

Miss Rankine described briefly the BHE involvement with the
preparation of facilitieé for adolescents and with the development
and presentation of programmes to them., The broad subject .rea
responsibility of tho Bureau is Health Education, and this includes
Sex Education, Family Planning Education and Fahily Life Education.
The agency works directly with students or ; through Teachers and
Officers working in agencies. It operates mainly on a requost
basis,

The Bureau of Health Education she says, has responsibility
for all the government's Health Education programmes, but its -
activities are not confinod to governmental agencies., It soma=
times gives service to non~qovernmental agencies as well, for example

Parent Teachers Assgciations,

Presentor: Dr, Deanne Ashley, Ministry of Health.

Dre Ashley briefed the group on an impending intervention
-programme orisnted towards tackling the problem of teenage pregnancy.
Its spocific Arcas will be:

1. General Counselling
2. Contraceptive Counselling and Contraceptive Service,
3« Supportive and diagnostic procedures, for exampla,
early detection of Venereal Disease and the early
detection of pregnancy.
The project will endeavour to work closely with schools as the
importance of this link is recognized,

Dr. Ashley mentioned the need for a Learning Centrs for

Health Starff dealing with Youth,
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DAY IIT1: JANUARY 39, WEDNESDAY

9,00 - 10.30 a.ms = Session IX

"Legal Issues of Teenage Pregnancy"

The Chairman was Mrs. Sybil Francis, 0.D., Consultant,
Social . lfare Training Centre, U.W.I.$ and the presenter was MMs,
Antoinette Haughton, Legal O0fficer of the [linistry of Health and

Social Security (Children's Services Division),

Mrs Sybil francis:

Mrs. fFrancis pointed out the constraints and slow rate
of change of nur existing laws relating to the family., She noted
the influence of British legal codes in the region anu called for
new approaches and indigenous lawg vhich would reflect the
customs of our Caribbean societisea,

firs. Francis referrod to fMrs. Gloria Cumper's studies
of family law in eight Caribbean countries, and noted recent changes
such as the 1976 Status of Children Act in Jamaica and similar
recent legislation in Barbados. Scme coniinuing concerns for
social workers were the discropancy betuscn the age of consent =.14
years = and the minimum age of marrizge - 16 years = which onsured
that children born bestween those two ages must be bo:n out of
wedlock; the discrepancy btetwoen adulthood undar the Juveniles
Law - 17 yosars - and tho Age of Majority - 18 years; and the
" problems of enforcing laus relating to Incest end Carnal Abuse,
where teenagers were tho mzin victims, FfFurther concerns related

to the welfare of the childron of young mothers.
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firs. Francis introduced thg main speaker, Misg Haughit#ifas ofic

whose work setting gave her a vory appropriate basis for hae presentatic,

Miss Antoinctte Haughton:

Miss Haughton identified a minor, according to the Age of
Majority Act, (1979) as somoons under the age of 18 years,

Carnal Abuse was defined according to the Offences against the Person

Act, identifying the penalties for offencaos against females undar
12 years and thosc between 12 and 14 years, It was noted that maloc
under 23 years could enter a special defence under the abovae Act, if
they had resson to belisve that the fomale was over 14 years (and it
was a first offenco),
The contradiction bstween the Marriage Act, which gave 16 yeaw.
as the legal age for marriaga, and tho age of consent which was sat
as 14 ypars, was again pointed out. There was also a contradiction
in the Maternity Leave Law, which cets 18 years as the minimum age fo:
this privilege, since thae Mationzl Insusan~:c Act provided for insuranr-
only from 18 years of 2g2. Tha age limit of tha National Insurance
Act also affected 8ligibility for job injuzy benoefits at an earlisr zcc-
flaintenance was ident:fied 23 anoth2> area of groat importan:ze
for adolescent fertility. If two minors could not support their
children then the Maintenance Act (1881) provided for the grandfati~-:
of such children to Assumo responcibility. The Status of Children
Rat set out that if a mother did not bring an action for
maintenance on behalf of her child, %he chi;d itself or others

interested parties -ould bring action. Instead of a prison
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sentence for non-support, as provided in the Maintenance Act,
current practice was to seek an Attachment Order against the man's
earnings, if hg was employed,

The new approach to Family Law as practiced by the Family
Court was next discussed., The counselling approach, before resort
to court proceedings, and the emphasis on a personal, social work
approach to family problems, was highly commended, Particularly
in relation to adolescents, and also in relation to the difficulties
of enforcing payments from the unémployed, the negotiating approach
of the Family Court was valuable. For the problems of adolescents,
Miss Haughton stated, a most important factor was not only the
existence of laws, but the oxistence of institutions ta apply the
laws in appropriats and humane ways,

In conclusion, Miss Haughton pointed out that social
attitudes to fertility as a whole, and the institutional
arrangements surrounding adult fertility behaviour, inevitably
affected our legal treatment of adolescrnt fertility, The entire

question neecded more detailed study,

In discussions, some further problems relating to
adolescents were raised:
(1) The difficulties of dealing with sexual liatsons between
adult males and girls aged 14 or over. If parents or the adult
male responsible were impervious to action, then the only hope
for a concerned party is to invoke a section of the Offences against
the Person Act which deals with "enticing" or "orocuring a woman

or girl under 18 to have illicit carnal connection®,
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(2) While most policy~-makers are aware of the discrepancy
between the age of consent - 14 years - and the age of marriage =
16 years - and although there is a strong agreement that girls should
be protected up to the age of 16, the difficulties of enforcing

the present 14 - year age limit do not encourage any raising of the
currant age of consent,

(3) ' In matters relating to sexual molestation, the adolescent
is at a disndvaﬁtage because uncorroborated evidence of a child

is very difficult to uphold in Court.

(4) _ Problems of abortion and infanticide, and

(5) Abandonment of children

were also notaed as problems for further attention.
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SESSION X 10.45 a.l'l‘l_. - 12.30 p.m.

YOUTH PABGRAMME SHOWCASE NO, 2

Chairperson: * N;gg:grg}g.SEylE!;Q:o,"v.v
Council™of voluntary Social Services

Presonter: . D, Gajraj

Glen Vincaat'tlinic

Dr. Gajraj spoke of the ?ertility Control Unit which was
set up 3 years ago as a model institution that offers termination
of pregnancy, |

In his statistical presentation ho said that the programmo
over the last yocar performod 3000 terminations. Of these 80%
were between the age group 11 to 19 years. Tho majority of these
young women came from mother-only Pamily settings. Thoss sseking
gervice came primarily from New Secondary Schools (32%) followed by
High Schools with 254, The majority had started their sexual
activity at age 15 (22%)., Their reportad oxposure to Family Life
Education was low, with the largest proportion so exposed being 15%
of the Junior Saecondary students. The majority of the students
(32%) felt that abortion was not right, another 11% felt guilty,
but states Dr. Gajraj, the majority, 38%, wanted to finich school,

Dre Gajraj reported that most girls (77%) roported that sex
had taken place in the boyfriend's homs, while only 20% h?d done
80 in their own homes. He mentioned the need for follow-up services
as despite the fact that every client is given some form of birth
control, they often come back as repeaters. The unit does not
hovever, do repeat cases, unless the given contraceptive device

fails, He feels there is the noed to evaluate, but questioned tho
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feasibility of expanaion eince it is an expensive operation. It
can however, play a significant role in Population Control. Under
the law the programme is protected by the legal provision for

abortion when the health of the mother is endangered.

presenter: Miss Elsie Hines

Social Dovelopment Commission.

Miss Hines said that the SDC is a Statutory Body structured
in terms of four main divislons:

a) Youth and Community Services
b) Jamaica Youth Corps
c) Youth Community Training Centres

d) Agricultural Programmes Division and
The Human Resource Devolopment Unit.

All tho Commission's programmes are directed primarily at youths.

Miss Hinos presented a paper which dotails tho objectives and
activitiss of each division. Overall, she said, they aim at training,
involvement in creative and productive work activities and the
development of attitudes and habits that will help the young person

to effectively participate in natlional dovelopnent,

Presenter: Ms. Ruth Brouwn

Operation Friendship.

Operation Friendship, Ms. Broun said, was founded in 1961,
It is a voluntary programme of development in Health Education and
gsocial Services., It is situated in ons of the most dangerous areas
of urban Kingston, an arca with a tremendous nced for social services.

Among the services offoered are:
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1) Health = this is a high priority aspect of the agency's
activities, and include:

(a) Dental treatment

(b) mMedical treatment

(c) maternal and child Health
(d) Ante-Natal

(e) Family Planning

2) Education

" (a) Basic School
(b) Trade Treining Contre
(c) Claases for Pregnant Teenagers,

3) Day Care Facilities

R1l the activities of Operation Friendship are oriented to youths,
The Trade School component is now being expanded through the

assistance of United States Agency for International Development.

Presenter: rse, Pam McNeil

Women's Centre; Programme for ‘Adolescent Mothers

The Women's Centre, said Mrs. McNeil, was started in 1978
as a support programme for pregnant teenagers, The programme aims
at providing continuing education and helping the teenagers to
obtain places back into the school gystem from which they had
droppod out because of pregnancy. The studants are accepted from
ARll-Age, Secondary and High Schools, She continued, one of thse
‘important aims of the programme is to delay a second pregnancy among
the students. The indications are good as in 1978 the repeat
pregnancy rate was 5,47 while in 1979, it was 1.2%4. A total of 211

young women have been returned to school over an 18 month period.
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In commenting further, Mrs. McNeil said, "Although-tha
"academic side is there, the family planning side ig there = the resl
.essance of the WYoment's Centre is the total development of our young
women",

The programme is supported by The Pathfinder's Fund and

the JpPpF,

Presentsr: Miss Elaine Rainford, Yool oA,

The Jamaica branch of the YeWosCoAey says Ms, Rainford, was
founded in 1923, 1t works primarily with teenaged girls, Its pro=-
gramme includes a School Leaver's Institute which nouw has three
Glasses, located in Kingston, Spanish Touwn and in Montego Bay to
the wast of tho islands These classos aim at pulling in girls who
have dropped out of school for one rgason or another, The students
in these three groups now number 610,

In its most recent thrust in developing programmes for youths,
Miss Rainford sald, the Y,W.C.A, in 1978 conducted a neads assessment
8urvey, among the Y's youth members throughout the islands They identi=
‘fled Sex Education and Job Training as the two priority areas, 0On
this basis, she continued, the Agency plans'in 1980 to embark on a
new youth programme geared at girls aged 12-18 years. The United
States Agency for International Daevelopment and Tha Patkfinder's Fund
are considering their Proposal for thes project. One of its aims will
bo to delay first Pregnancy to at lsast ago 18 years. The programne
design will allow sach participant a ono week residential training

programmo which will Prepare them in terms of their commitment to the
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project!s objective regarﬁing delay in first prognancy.
The programme will use the pseudonym NEET (New Education

Experience for Tomorrow) which will coincide with the 125th

Anniversary of the Y.W,C.A,
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SESSION XI: 2,00 - 3,30 p,m,

YOUTH PROGRAMME SHOWCASE NO. 3

RN

Chairperson: Mrs. Modesta Burke-Goldson

Presentar: Ms. Betty Dudlay
Tiaon~5¢eang Programms
Mt. Sinai Hospital
Chicago
The major focus of the programme, [1s, Dudley reports,
is Sex Education and Guidance, It further provides a Teen Medical
Service for both males and females. This includes pregnancy test
for femalgs,
lise Ludley shared with the group a hand-out. which .

outlined a Curriculum for Reproductive Health Education and

Procedures for administering a Pre and post test on the topic,

Presenter: M8« Ivy Dickson

Attendance Centre

Family Court

This, it is reported, is a pilot project two years in
existence as part of the activities of the Family Court, It is
'directad at youngsters 14 =18 years. The Centre is administratively
under the control of the Ministry of Justice. It is staffed by an
| Administrator

Coordinator

Teachers of academic subjacts

Instructors of Woodwork, Handicrafts, and Sewing

Guidance Counsallor
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Family Life Education is also offered, the main
technique used being qu Sessions, The Centre, Ms. Dickson said,

is aluays appealing for assistance in any form,

Presenter: Inspector Roland Headley
Police Youth Clubs
Jamaica Constabulary Force

The objectives of Police Youth Clubs are

(a) to bridge the gap between the police and public;

(b) to make youth aware that the policeman is their friend;

(c) to enable youth to intorpret the law and to understand the role
of the police;

(d) to devolop youth into better citizens through community
activities,

There are currently 62 active clubs out of 103 registered
Police Youth Clubs, Each club is led by a police officer on a
voluntary basis. The present ratio of police is one member of the
police force to every 319 citizens.

The main activities of the Police Youth Clubs -lie in the
areas of sports, arts and crafts, drama, agricultural work,
vocational training, and community development activities. Police
Youth Clubs MNational Athletic Championships were held at Kirkvineo
Sports Ground, Manchester, in 1979, fMany clubs have participated
in the annual Jamaica Festival in Drama, Arts and Crafts, Culinary
Exhibition, Spcech, and Dance. Some clubs have formed Boy Scout
troops, while agricultural projeqts include banana-farming, goat =

and chicken-rearing. Community improvement projects have included
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building of basic schools, helping with community centres, assistance to
hospitals, and community beautification.
The Police Public Relations and Welfare Diviéion forms a link betwesn
the youth clubs and the Jamaica Constabulary Force. A counselling centre

is also under development by this Division,.

Presenter: Mrs. Novlet Jones
: Ministry of Agriculture (Extension Services) & Jamaica Home Ect
Associal

The Jameic a Home Economics Association draws its membere from Governmar.
agencies such as Ministry of Agriculture (Extension Service), Ministry of Educa-
tion, Ministry of Social Security and Social Development Commission (Community
Development Officers) as well as from Private Enterprise. The Association,
among other committees, has a Family Planring Committee to promote Family Life
Education and to integrate Family Planning into Home Economics,

Major acfivities of this Committee of whom the main members are Dr. Thelma
Stewart, Misses Alma Smith and vy White, with representatives from other

agencies, have been a Country Survey, and Seminars and Courses for Home

Economics personnel at various levels,

As a result of the Country Survey, recommendations have been made for:

(a) Co~ordination of Family Planning activities at all levels; (b) Establish-

ment of Family Life Education as part of the Home Economics Curriculum;

(c) Development of Community Awareness of Family Life Education needs and

programmes; (d) Further Training Needs for personnel.

Recommendation (b) has bsen implemented in the Grades 10 and 11 Home Economics
Curricula and in the syllabuses of the Teacher Training Colleges.

Family Planning in the Ministry of Agriculture: has been expanr :d through

staff trainihg and through the integration of Family Planning into Home

Economics Programmes.
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SESSION XII Wednesday 3.45 =~ 5,00 p.m.

International Aid for Youth Programmes

Chairpcrsons Mmrs. Hyacinth Stewart-Bulgin
Panelists: Mr. Torry Tiffany
United States Agency for International
Development

Mr. Alec Leslie
Canadian International Development Agency

fir. Terry Tiffany

Mr. Tiffany notad the multidimensional nature of the
population issue., He outlined briefly the policy of the United
States Agency for Interrational Development in giving assistance to
countries. There are cesrtain zonditions of funding; an important one
among them is that funds for ahortion programmes are prohibited.

The Agency now places priority on programmes on Adolescent Fertility,
and is willing to support related activities, for example a
Conference such as this one, The main job of the U.S.A.I.D. is to
advise and support, not to direct and implement. Mr. Tiffany
advised the group on the procedures for seeking assistance on
populatioﬁ activities from U.S.A.I.D., stating that proper contact

should be made through the National Family Planning Board,

Mr, Alec Leslie

This spraker informed the group of the varied areas in
which the Canadian International Develooment Agency gives assistance,
A total of 78 nations have been assisted by C.1.D.A. Dovelopmeht

assistance generally takes throe major forms:
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1a Bilateral Programmes in which the emphasis is on agriculture,
2. Special Programmes
3. Multi-lateral Programmas

Mr., Leslie told Conference participants of refersnce books
which gave details of sach type of funding and procedures for
application, Such reference matsrial was available from his agency,

R question and answer period followed the tuc presentations.
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SESSION XIII: ! 5000 - 6.30 PeMe

""YOUTH SPEAKS"

Moderator: Mr. Gerry Gallimore
tvangelist, Youth for Christ

Presenters: Y=Teens
YQMOCOAQ

AR lively team of Y-Teens presented a skit on school life,
the ﬁragnancy of a schoolgirl, and the reaction of peefa, parents
and teachers to this svent. The most forceful points demonstrated
by the skit were that teenagers perceive a lack of sensitivity
among teachers towards their pupils, and that the "Family Life
Education" offered by a visiting educator was perceived as super-
ficial and prim. The mother of the pregnant school-girl was
presented as very tearful and ineffective in guiding and supporting
her daughter; the school nurse was unsympathetic; ths friends of
the pregnant girl Jeered and laughed at her; and the young man who
had made her pregnant never appeared in the skit,

In a "rap session" after the skit, the following points
were brought out: young fathers need counselling and advice. Ths
panel stated that in their projection, the young man résponsible
for the school-girl's pregnancy "would come to see thes mother
eventually" but many bdys would prefez to discuss this problem
with a male figure.

The panel was not sure if abortion was right in such a
case, but felt that it could be done. Howsver, they felt that in
most cases the girl's parents would accept the pregnancy, so there

would be no need for abortion,
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Some members of the panel felt that Christian principles
and participation were important in helping girls to avoid preg-
nancy, and one pansl member emphasized abstinence aa the best
contraceptive,

Additional Note:

The above panel was all female, some male members of the
cast having been unable to be present. The conference participants
felt that they would also like a presentation of the views of young
males. Through the kind assistanée of Mr. Barry Davidson, represen-
ting Ynuth for Christ at the Confersnce, a small group of school-
boys were invited for a brief panel discussion on the morning of
Friday, 11th January, during the concluding plenary sessions., A
summary of this panel discussion is included here,

Chairman: Mr. Barry Davidson
Youth for Christ

The panelists felt that Family Life Education should be
started very much earlier than at present, since sexual activity
began at a very youthful age. They pointed out, however, that not
oﬁly youths get girls pregnant, grown men are also implicated,

Rgain, it was pointed out that drop-outs and out=-of-school
youths need attention; all Family Life Education cannot be focussed
on the school setting,

The panel felt that pregnant girls should not remain in
school; it was embarrassing to them and was not a good example to
others. 1In general, they were unsympathetic to many girls whom
they felt practised promiscuous behaviour, deserving the epithet

"Roach".
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The use of contraceptives, at lsast the condom, was not
popular among their age;group, stated the penel, and this sometimes
accounted for school-girl pregnancies.

Finally, the panel called for more parent involvement with
their children, and for adults, including parents, to set a better

example to youth,
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Day IV: January 10, Thursday

9.00 - 10.30 a«m, = Session XIV
The first sessions on this day were planned as a revieuw
of the sducational and economic opportunities currently available
for youth. Due to urgent Job commitments of the speaker on educ-
ation, Dr. Thelma Stewart, the program was re-azrranged and her
presentation was made later in the day. However, for unity in
presentation Dr., Stewart's paper on educational opportunity is
included first here, followed by the speakers on economic opportunity
and by the address .of the Hon. Hugh Small, then Minister for Educ~
ation, Youth and Sport., .
The main speakers were:
Dr. Thelma Stewart, Assistznt Chief Education 0fficar, Ministry of
Education,
fire Anthony Johnson, Executive Secretary of The Private Sector
Organization of Jamaica,
Miss Barbara Boland, Planner,of the Mational Planning Agency.
The Honourable Hugh Small, Minister of Education, Youth and Sport.
The Chairman of the session on educational opportunity
for youth was Mrs, Hazel Blake-Nelson, Director of the Women's
Bureau; and the Chairman of the session on economic opportunity
for youth was Professor Rubrey Phillips, Dean of the School of

Education, University of the West Indies.



60

JPROSPECTS FOR _YOUTH IN THE FIELD OF EDUCATION"

Intfoduction by Mrs, Hazel Blaka=-Neglson:

Mrs. Nelson congratulated the organizers of the Conference and
associated the Women's Bureau with its aims in bringing groups together
to find solutions to our social problems, The Women's Contre, estab-
lished by the Women's Bureau, had made a practical step in this
direction by working to re-=establish a commipment towards education
among young, pregnant school drop=-outs,

firs. Pam [lcNeil, Dirsctor of'the Women's Centre; who had made
a Conference presentation the day before, should be publicly commended
for her work there. There was also a programme to help unemployed,
unskilled young mothers to obtain skills for the job market.

firs. Blake=-Nelson pointed out that unemployment among women,
particularly in tﬁe 14-25 age=-group, was very high, and argued that
education and training to open the door to non-traditional employment
fields was very necessary. Also, although women in the society had
high labour force participation on the whole, yet planners ssemed to
view women mainly in their reproductive role, It was necessary to con-

centrate on meaningful and relevant education, training and employment -

including co-operatives development and agricultural omphases = so as to
utilize our valuable human resources both mele and female.

She then introduced the speaker Dr. Thelma Stewart.

Dr. Thelma Stowart:

Dr. Stewart extended a special welcome to our Caribbean
and North American neighbours attending the Conferences, notiﬁg that
each country had its individual problems but we also shared common

problems which could bo helped by conferences and consultations,.
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She outlined the currant main offerings in Secondary Education;

Comprehensive High Schools offering a five~year course,

entered both through the Common Entrance Examination and through
"social promotion" (placement by age and grade) from feeder schools;

High Schools, entsred through ths Common Entrance Examina=-

tion and offering a five-year course up to G.C.E, "0" Levels or a
seven-year course up to G,C.E. "A" ! svels;

Technical H4gh Schools, entered through the Technical Schools

Common Entrancs Examination, and offering a four-year course, starting
at Grade 83

The top sections, Grades 7, 8 and 9, of All=-fAge Schools;

Vocational Schools, sntered through Grade 9 Achievment

Tests and other tests, offezing a two-year course;

New Secondary Schools, entered by "social promotion" and

offering a five-year courss.

Examinations taken included the Cambridge G.C.E., "qg" Level,

taken by students from High Schools and Comprehensive High Schools;
the Associated Examinations Board, G.C.E. "Q" Level, the Royal Society
of Arts examinations, and othar examinations tzken by students from
Techriical High Schools; and tha Secondary School Certificate taken
by students from Neuw Secondary Schoolgs,

While a number of Necu Seconuary Schools were reported to
prepare students for G.C. E. "g" Level examinations, in general
over 90Y% of New Secondary School students left school to enter the
Job market whileg approximatoly 10% would scek entry into tertiary
institutions like %he College of Asts, Science and Technology, the

Jamaica School aof Agriculture, Teachar Training Colleges and the
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Cultural Training Contre. Recently it had beén found that with the
contraction of the job market, mors of the New Secondary School
gradu;tes wanted to enter tertiary institution? since they could
not immediately obtazin a job,

Dr. Stewart continuecd:

"Curriculum Issues

On the matter of curriculum, the High Schoole are examination
oriented; but efforts are being mzde to include cultural activities
and involvement which point to good citizenship and which will help
to enrich the life of ihe studonis. At the same time, relevance is
the key word, and every effort iz being mede to see that the curr-
iculum is in keeping with the sociztal necds and national goals.

In the Necw Secoundary Schools, curriculum planning is the
Joint effort of the Ministry of Education gersonnel, teachers,
parents and students. The feedback -zrceived from time to time
facilitates a revicw of the curriculur, so that we know, for example,
what vocational subjects arc in demand and tiicse that need to be
dropped.

This was not the casec when thaz thiee~ysar Junior Secondary
School was extended in 1974 by two vears *n become a full Secondary
School. The New Secondary Schools wara given a strong vocational
technical programme for the finmal two years, grades 10 and 11.

In contrast with the High Schools which traditionally offered an
academic typo of ecucation leading to further study, the New Sec~
ondary Schools werc to prepare thcir students for the world of work,

giving them skills for amployment, wnile at the same time, attempting
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to'provide education for personal development., Even those students
Judged suitable for further oducation were required to take a
vocational subject though only  for five periods per week,

Employment of New Secondary School Graduates

R vocational tracer study conducted in 1977 attempted to
determine the extent to which Neu Secondary Schools were in fact
achieving the goals of preparing students for the world of work.
Over the following few years, Job éxpectatiuw of students were
studied and the students traced after they had graduated to see houw
their expectations or choices were fulfilled.

Investigators were able to trace 82% of the students for
September 1976, and 72% for January 1977, In May, 1976, two months
before leaving school in July, 70% of the Grade 11 students (from
a total population of 14,736 Grade 11 students) expected to take
Jobs on leaving school, Houwever in January 1977, only 22% of them
had managed to be employed or self-employed; 55% were unemployed;
23% were continuing their education.

| The questions raised by this study concern the 78% of job
seekers, There are also implications for curriculum planning , as
the result seems to suggest that school leavers should be sducated
for self-employment, or for corporate enterprises. The school
should so prepare students that they could be self-employed if they
are not absorbed immediately after g-aduation by the job market.

A more positive note is that the New Secondary Scheol
produced with its first graduates a new Jamaican youth who though-

8till having white-colla: aspirations was prepared for a variety of
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diréctly productive occupations. This was no eﬁall accomp;iahment,
tn produce some five thousand or more job-seekers trained for Jobs
in such vital sectors as agriculture, business, carpentry, electrical
installation, clothing and welding. As they are absorbed by_the
labour market, these persons, in a few years, could make a signifi-
cant input to the quality of the workmanship in these fields. The
others, half of the job-seekers, while not having planned to work in
the areas they studied, nevertheless received some appropriate work
attitudes through these courses and through the work experience por-
tion of their final year. This is a profdund innovation in Jamaica's
vocational education.

Some of the graduates who continued their education perhaps
did so only becaus they could not find employment. The study had
implications for the sizes of vocational courses. Employment trends
and regional variations or sudden changes in an economic sector
should be taken into account, In January 1976, employment trends
indicated that more students should be enrolled in agriculturs,
business education, child care, carpentry and electrical install-
ation, and less in food service, machine shop craft, clothing and
textiles.

Employment for High School Graduates

Graduates from High Schools generally find whi‘ ;-rollar jobs,
having passed the G.C.E. examination, and they may move into ter-
tiary institutions for further education; (most of it free of cost).
student loans are also available for students seeking higher

education.
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Personal Development of Students

We have spoksn of the student: as a student. Nou the student
as a person: we have to think of him in that light as well. UWhile
it is important to pfepare the adolescent to be a potential worker in
his community or elsewhere, it is equally important for an adolescent
to develop as a person., There is a growing appreciation for the
need and concerns of the adolescent, and so it is incumbent on the
schools to plan programmes that wili help them to grow as persons
and so be able to make their contributions to the process of devel-
opment. Jamaica is pregnant with youth movements and youth milit=-
ancy. These movemerts are zvenues for development of youth if
their energios are channellad properly. Thore is ophortunity in
youth movements for intervention programmos which could provide
information both inside and outcidz the school system.

Many young people express interest inand need for family
planning information. The methodology will depend on the group
and the situation. Care should be taken however, not to adopt the
acceptor-oriented approach initially. Family planning information
in many cases can bs supplied with a preventative quality.

The school curriculum should integrate population educa-
tion where relevant into existing courses of study rather than
developing special courses., This integration could takse the form
of new units within the existing courses or a revision of courses
currently offered. This is done in Home Economics in some schools
where teachers have the exportise. In come schools family life
aducation may be included clong with biology to cope with relatively

early puberty, and this approach is acceptable because our school
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curriculum is already crowded, and adding new'couraes cogld cause
some degres of dislocation,

. At the secondary school level; attention té population
education becomes morse crucial Here the Focu; is not only on
information, but also on the causes and consequenoes of population
drift, population changes and possibly societal and individyal
actions, The scope is world wide, but it is alsc sxtremely relevant
in the Jamaican situation, .Population concepts and data are mostly
integrated into the social sciences and in home economics. The
problem of effectively integrating population education content
across - disciplinary lines is yet to be considered and worked
out,

The study which forms the basis for this conference
reports that the uss of contraceptives is not asg effective as is
expected. Users of contraceptives still get pregnant. Something
is needed to supplement, and support the effort, and that
something may constitute a mood, a will, an understanding, a new
concept of self, in fact a way of life., This will not be found
in using more contraceptivées, it will.not bé" .found in o
sex sducation or family planning alone, but it could be found in
a8 sound programme af population education, The goal, as in all
fields of good oducation, is to assist the student to develop an
ethic of responsible action, of individual and social responsibility,
and of knowing before~hand the consequences of action and inaction,

Where educational advancement is delayed by pregnancy,

for example, the opportunity lost is hardly over regained, It is
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difficult for the femalec once delayecd to get back on tréck.nnﬂ:iﬁque ge
back' she thinks of tho lost time and what might have besn. "The

Road Not Taken" by Robert Frost comes to mind: "Two roads lead into

the woods" and you take one and then you wonder if you had taken

’

the other one what might have been the result,

Outloock for the futurec

Here I would like to focus on the upgrading of the New
Secondary School Programmne, The cim is the rationalisation of
sccondary education to ensure ccual opportunities with variable
offarings. The Caribtblean Exanination Council Examination, (CXC)
will be one way by which raticnalicetion will be accelerated. In
fact students from both Hich Scheols and New Secondary Schools are
now being pregpared for CXC Examinntion whieh will in time replace
the General Certificatc o/ Educatizn., I wight eadd that Family
Life and Population Education is & cc..pornent of the CXC syllabus
in Home Econcrics.

There are somo censidesatiens whica I would like us to
share. Emphasis has been nlaced on tralning young people not only
for specific jobs but zlso to cquip :hem to afapt to a variety of
occupations, Provision is madc whoreby individuals can pursue
their ctudies oo take a job withcut forfciting the possibility of
resuming studies later on. Theroe are go=ater opportunities for
combining work and study so cc to give practical application to
theory meanuhile ccvcloping suitable vork ethics.

Education is now baing 3can as a mass movaement with the

focus no longor on tha school domiratad class-room. The ultimato
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aim as outlined in the New Deal for Education is now actively pursued

and I quote.

"Education will be a unifying and not a stratifying

force in our society whers equality of opportunity

may still remain an utopian ideal., The poverty or

low social status of parents wil; no longer be a

barrier to a sound education nor will it determine

the social or civic Futﬁre of any child,"
No Jamaican child will debarred by the circumstances of his birth
or by his poverty from qualifying for any position this country,
Madam Chairman, ladies and gentlemen, I think this is ah assuring

note on which to end,"

"EMPLOYMENT PROSPECTS FOR_YOUTH"

tir, Anthony Johnson: Wishing his audience a Happy New Year, nmr.

Johnson emphasised tho primary need for an optimistic orientation
towards the problems of the 1980's. 1If each individual sought to
influence his or her environment in a positive way, then overall
conditions would be improved,

The employment situation in Jamaica reflected the drift
from an agricultural society to a mixed modern commercial society.
The shift had not beesn problem-free, and up to 36% of our working
force was still in agriculture but earning only approximately one-

Itenth of the naticnal income. The life-style of this sector was
therefore low and this stimul _ted the emigration of ambitions rurel

people, some to urban areas within the society and some to overseas.,
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The problems of this migration were reflected in
difficulties for planners, because of our rapid geographical mobility;
difficulties for cohesion and national identity; and difficulties for
family life, wheore many children were reared in situations' whero- .
thoir paronts woro absont or abrodd. Moro dotailed analyseos of this
"Black Diaspora" werc urgoently nocdcd,

. Jamaica currontly had many short run difficultios also:
First, an extremoc shortage of foreoign exchange over the past throe
years; socqnd, an acute crisis over the last four months, affocting
in a most critical way the ability of businesses to import suppliss.
In the long-term, howecver, the speaker sauw employment prospects as
excellent:"Wo horo in Jamaica arse basically sitting on a gold ming."

First, therc was a great export potential to Europocan ports,
in addition to our traditional outlets such as London and New York.
When a Trade Mission in which the speaker participated visited
these ports in Novomber 1979, they identified good demand and
prices for Jamaican products such as ginger, tumeric, citrus,:and
tropical juices. The quantities required were far more than our
present capacity to supply.

What seemed to be mainly needed, houwever, was a completo
remotivation of our pesople to mcet set targets, There was also
the need, particularly for our young pcople who would be in the
Jjob market for the next forty years, to see that the long=-term
prospects wore tremendous.

The Private Sector Organisation of Jamaica had suggested

an increased target for our export earnings from the present
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Us$800 millian to about US$2,000 millien. However, after the speaker's
Eurapean trip he felt that the target could be much higher. The
crucial factor was that young workers should feel that they were
getting benefits out of their work, and the already improved health
and living standards in the society should be poninted out to them.
There was still a groat deal sf unemployment and illeteracy, but it
was neither necessary to be pessimistic nor to emigrate. We needed
to take hold of our opportunities,

At presént, we had a market in Britain for 150,000 tons
of bananas, at about J%900 per ton, while we exported 70,000 tons.,

We had a market for 50,000 tons of coffes ~ while we were
producing about 3,000 tons, A great deal of coffee is produced by
"backyard farming" with relatively haphazard reaping methods, for
a8 crop which sarns about US34,00 per 1lb,, a little less than ginger.

In summary, the agrioultural sector could provide a much
higher standard of living for its workers if we could improve our
crop production methods and levels of production,

In respect to non-traditional exports, there was a planned
programme being followsd by the Jamaica Exports Association so that
these exports would continue to expand. These exports had been
growing at about 7% -8% per year, in spite of general declines in
the economy, so thoy were moving ahead and would continue to attract
people,

Thirdly there were some other sectors such as certain
types of professional services which showed great potential,

But time did not permit further elaboration. Mr. Johnson

thanked the gathering for inviting him and wishad them a happy and
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successful conference.

Miss Barbara Boland:

Miss Boland gave a brief statistical overview of the
employment situation and an outline of the main existing programmes
and strategies,

"Approximately 45% of all the unemployed cdnaiat of youths
under age 30, about 170,000 persons. - About 40,000 to 45,000 school
leavers enter the job market each yoear,

Different age groups have different employment rates:
approximately two-thirds of those between 14 and 19, 40% of those
between 20 and 24, and 30% of thnse bstwesn 25 and 29 are unemployed.
Women at these ages are twice as likely to be unemployed as men.

Population projections estimate that the population aged
14 to 29 will increase by 60% over its present size by 1990, The
current slow rate of job creation is therefore a ma jor problem.
The lack of saleable and appropriate skills is another problem,
Jamaica currently experiences a shortage of skills existing along=-
side high unemployment rates., There is a lack of up-to-date.and
reliable manpower dataj we need to know more about the supply and
demand for occupational skills and what educational needs should be
met. The present economic difficulties also affect employment in
special ways: younger workers may be more readily laid off, higher
entry qualifications may be required, or more job experiencs may
be demanded,

For the purposes of unemployment strategies, it is somg-

times difficult to disontangle the effects of all the above factors,
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There is a need for both short-term and long~term measures, Some
short-term measurss are aimed at enabling youths to take up exist-
ing job opportunities; thess include programmes in vocational
guidance, job counselling (as exists in the Ministry of Education,
Youth and Sports) and formal skill training for meaningful employ~-
ment, Another short~term measure is the range of programmes to
keep youth economically occupied for a period, such as the Jamaica
Youth Corps, the Grade 11 programme in New Secondary Schools, and
various Industrial and Agricultural Training Centres, Thesa pro-
grammes cater for the 17 to 25 age group, and while they do not
solve the unemployment problsm, they at lsast provide the poten-
tial for occupying the youth and giving them on-the~job training,
Recent budgetary cutbacks have affected these latter pro-
grammes. In 1979, 26,000 youths wers registered for Jamaica Youth
Corps, but only 3,000 were placed. Demand from User Agencies was :
high, but lack of funds prevented mors placements., At prasent a
Proposal is being submitted to Cabinet for a re-organisation of
these programmes and for additional fipance for training and place-
ment of these young workers. Two key activities at the present

time are the Cabinet Submisgion 01 _Youth Employment and the

Interministerial Committes on Youth Employment, "

R longer-term strategy for more effective co-ordination
aqd utilization of human Tosources was identified as the Manpower
Planning, Training and Enployment Project, being implemented
by the National Planning Agency with the speaker, Miss Boland,

as Lo-ordinator, .
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"The project éima at establishing an improved and integrated
system VYor developing and using human resources. Past manpower
programmes have lacked adequate information on future skill needs
and our training institutions have been 'shooting in the dark' as
to the kind of skills to train., Vocational guidance and Job coun-
sellors as well as our Job Placement Services have no clear guide=-
lines on the types of occupations which are relevant or needed by the
country. The current project integrates a series of programmes
related to vocational guidance, placement services, on~the-job train-
ing, curriculum development, training for the self-employed, tracer
studies of graduates from training ingtitutions, and methods of
sélacting and testing applicants, This is an inter-agency effort
and while co-ordinated by the National Planning Agency, it involves
five other Government Agencies: The Ministries of Youth, Education,
Labour and Finance, and the Department of Statistics,

Under this project a series of continuous surveys on
employment and training needs will be conducted, the first of
which will begin in a week's time, The data collected will be used
to estimate needs for occupational skills, to reorganize training
programmes so as to produce the skills needed, and to upgrade in
general all the aetivities related to manpower planning.

In addition to the agove Manpower Project, a great deal
of potential for employment exists in other ureas. S5elf-employment
is an important example. In the labour force statistics, in the

category of Services, the number of self=-employed and independent

occupations rose by 207 between 1974 and 1978. It should be
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recognized that although wage employment dnclines, this does not
necessarily result in unemployment, Sﬁme training institutions,
including tho Industrial Training Centres éf the Ministry of Educ-
afion, Youth and Sports, have been experimenting with curricula
for self-employment training,

Qther possibilities exist, especially in Agriculture., Our
Five-Year Development Plan has stressed that hore than half of the
new jobs to be created over the next five years must come from agri-
culture, Other programmes include Forestry Development, Dairy
Development, and 8mall Industries., These all require skill training
but if properly organized with adequate financial backing they
would provide many job opportunities.

Finally, one should not underestimaie the employment
challenges presented to youth by the vacuur which has been created
through emigration of skilled personnel, Already the depletion of
the pool of experienced personnel is affecting the implementation
of projects in the public sector, and management and production in
the private sector; and the problem will become more acute as
economic recovery takes place. What is needed now is a loné-term
programme for expanding training and also a short-term remedial
policy to counteract the losses.

At present, the high rate of youth unemployment represents
not a single problem but many, viewed within the context of a pop-
ulation policy and the belief that youth unemployment is an area
to be tackled. There is clearly a need for short-term temporary
programmes to ease ynuth unemployment pressures, but shortage of

funds and inadequate overall planning are ma jor drawbacks. Pro=-
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grammes need to be flexible because it is not yet clear who are
the major target groups among thea youth. The school~lgavers may
appear to be the most pressing group; but within the context of

a population policy, the age group 20 to 25 may have more specific
needs since many of them may be heading families.

In the long term, efforts to improve the qualifications
of young Oorkers, and to remove special obstacles to unemployment,
cannot by themselves solve the problem of unemployment. Economic
growth is necessary. But a great deal of future prospects will
depend on the present strategies being desveloped, and over the

next six months we will have to deal with them,"

The Honourable Hugh Small, Minister of Education, Youth and Sports:

The Hon., Mr. Small mentioned some of the programmes in
his Ministry which were relevant to adolescents, such as the inte-
gration of vocational training and education, and the Youth Employ-
ment Programme which had been recently deferred pending the present-
ation to Parliament of the Supplementary Budget. He pointed out
that at the time he had agreed to speak, he was only responsible
for Youth, Sports and Community Development; but his portfolio had
since been expanded to include Education. This expansion had
important implications for integrating educational with vocational
programmes for youth, for equipping young people to become product-
ive workers in the real world of Jamaica today, and for developing
correct attitudes towards work,

He continued, "In being asked to address your Conference

here today, I have been acutely conscious that the title of this
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Conference - Fertility and The Adolescent = could have been very
gasily changed to "Population Growth and Development", because
these are the major issues which your study has addressed, and
these are the same guestions which face our country today, at a
most critical point in our history.

I wish to congratulate the Research Team for the vision
and the intellectual honesty which they have shown in bringing to
the forefront of their study the indisputable finding that it is )
not simply the number of people whom we produce but it is also the
quality of people whom we produce, that must concern ug in our
planqing for Development. Through their painstaking reeearch,
they have been able to document that fertility, education and
work are so closely interwoven that it is impossible to address
the gquestion of lowering fertility without examining the relation-
ships between education and fertility, botween work and fertility,
and equally important, between education and work. I offer my
congratulations, not only because of the high quality of this
study , but also because I realise that it would have been far
easier for the Research Team to have produced another repoft which
would have given the impression that all we need to do in order to
control population growth is to reorganize or to expand our family
planning programme, and that if we can produce contraceptives in
enough colours, we are certain to reduce our output of babiesi!

Instead, their findings point to the need for us to develop
an integrated population policy, in which the grouth of population

is matched by an adequate provision of training and education,
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a p;ovision thet will allow the growing population to add to our
resource base and our productivity, instead of only increésing
consumption, These may seem to be simple conclusions, readily
understandable, but they are very difficult words to say today
at a time when we are fighting to convince the International
lehding agenciss that expenditure on education and training is
indeed "productive investment",

Even within the frameswork of Government agencies like
mine which are involved with human resource development, we face
this problem. We faced this problem when we were just the Ministry
of Youth, Sports and Community Development and we face the problem
more acutely now in the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports,
In the current situation, to persuade the agencies of Government
which deal with the financing of the public budget that expend=-
iture in education and training must be looked at not just as
social services but as productive investment, is one of the great
problems that we face. At this time when there have to be cuts
in public expenditure, thoso of us who are saddled with the respon=-
sibilities of managing the educational system, have to gog tho
whole bureaucracy, tho whcle government machinery, and the whole
society to understand that you cannot subject education to an
across the board cut in the same way in which you can subject
other aspects of Governmenf programmes., In education you are
dealing with the future of our society, you are dealing with the
future of the youths and you cannot simply ce-start what you have

cut down in a few years time merely by putting back resources in
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education which havs been taken away in a moment of crisis, UWe
recognize that we have a responsibllity far better management of
the educational system, but we have to try and persuade the whole
society that the educational system cannot be subjected to an
across~the-board cut without doing grave damage to the future of
Jamaica,

Although I do not think that I need to convince anyona
who is here today of the importance of education, I belisve that
it may be instructive if we take a look at the size of the problem
that confronts us in our attempt to provide education and work
opportunities for the youth'population. The numbers of young
people.who are now between the ages of 12 and 24 is estimated
to be around 660,000 and they represent nearly a third of our
total population, These adolescents were born in the high-fertility
years of the fifties and the sixties, and we are nou experisncing
the ripple effects of these births as this age-group enters the
school system and as they graduate into the labour market. There
is consequently an unprecedanted pPressure on the school system
and on the job market, and this is reflected in every dimension
of our society, Furthermore, although there are indications that
this now youth population will have louwer fertility levels than
their parents, nonetheless, the very magnitude of their numbers
.means that the country will continue to experience increasing
numbers'of births over the next twenty years,

This Research Project supports the findings of other

studies which show that increased labour force participation and
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increased employment among women are strongly related to declines
in fertility., At the level of policy, the implications are that
in the context of the Jamaican family in which the woman is often
the chief bread-winner, there is an sven greater need to increase
the economic self-sufficiency of the woman, In this way, she will
not be faced with the pressure to continus childbearing mainly in
order to sebure financial support for the family but is able to
make independent decisions about her fertility behaviour,

Yet if we accept this thesis, and we turn to examine the
prospects in training and employment for today'!s young women, the
situation is disturbing., At the post-primary level, by which I
mean all students who ar enrolled in classes above the gradse VI
level, as much as a third of this group are still locked into All=-
Age Schools, with little prospects of ever obtaining a secondary-
type education. Slightly more than a half of the post=-primary
group (51%) have the opportunity of attending a New Secondary
School, while the remainder - 16% = attend the traditional High
Schools. Although it was originally hoped in the first draft of
the Education Five-Year Plan that the Grades 7, 8 and 9 of the
All=Age Schools could be transferred to Secondary Schools, this
type of expansion can no longer be contemplated in view of the
prolonged economic depression within which we have been caught.
Since the majority of the All-Age Schools are in rural areas, where
fertility levels tond to be higher and where more traditional
attitudes persist towards thoe control of fertility, more attention

must be directed towards this neglected group of young women,
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The provisions for vocational training are exibemely limited in the
Rll-Age Schools, and at present, Guidance Counsellors are not
assigned to these institutions, so that these students are not only
less equipped to earn their living when they leave school, they
also have received less exposure to family planning and family life
education,

The problems which face youth today are not only those of
inequalities in schooling and inadequate resources for vocational
training, but are also evident in the fact that without serious
economic resonstruction, the economy is unable to generate suff=-
icient jobs to keep pace with the entry of youth into the labour
market. In October 1978, the unemployment rate was as high as
78% for young women between the ages of 15 and 19, and it reached
a level of 57¢% for the 20~24 age group.

It is for these reasons that the Government has sought to
increase vocational training both within the formal school system
as well as within training institutions such as the Youth Community
Training Centres, the Industrial Training Centres, and through
programmes such as the Jamaica Youth Corps. But as I have indicated,
one of the majqr challenges is to integrate all these opportunities
and all of these facilities into one systom of education and con-
tinuous training,

Through the recent merger of the Ministry of Education
with the Ministry of Youth and Sports, we also intend to extend
the scopu of these vocutional training programmes so that the school

becomes a centre of learning not only for the enrolled school
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population, but also for out=of=schaol youth and young adults, .

In this way, the expensive capital investments which have been

made in buildings and equipment for schools and training centres
will be put to the fullest use as more and more young men and women
equip themselves with the skills that are needed for agriculture,
for indyetay,: and in general, for the fullest development of
our human resou.ces.

At this ﬁoint I would like to make reference to the fact
that some time in 1978 the National Planning Agency made a present-
ation to the Cabinet which showed that a study had been done in the
Secondary Schools, That study revealed that both among graduates
from the High Schools of traditional brand énd the New Secondary
Schools of our more modarn experiments, thore was a’preferance for
and an expectation of jobs in industry and services. The lowest
expectation was for jobs in agriculture, But on the other hand
the Planning Agency was predicting, as was stated by fiiss Geliand
this morning, that the prospects for economic development indicate
that at least a half, or more thar, a half, of the jobs which we can
create and must create in order to gensrate economic development,
will have to be provided in agriculture. So we are facing a para-
dox that the actual expectationsof the young people who are in the
school system and about to leave the school s+stem are in respect
to jobs that are likely to be in the shortest supply. The Jobs
that are likely to be least available are the jobs for which they

have expressed preference and expectation,
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These facts are not only a reflection of what we have been
doing in the schools, in termns of the type of oducation to which we
have been exposing our youngsters. They are also a reflection of
the images that ars projected towards our young people from outside
of the school systom through the mass media and particularly by the
radio and television, All of the images of succeoss, all of the life
styles that are projected by the mass meadia and particularly by the
television, not only orisent our young people towards an industrial
society, and the acquisition of material goods related to an induse
trialized society, but also to an acquisition of high status expec-
tations. The type of society that is projected by the television
is not obtainable by the majority of young people asven in North
America and it is pure fantasy for us amid the roalities that we are
faced with at this time, so we are going to have to address this as
a serious problem in our own country.

The Youth Employment Project is one which we have been
trying to develop initially in the Ministry of Youth and now in
the Ministry of Education, Youth and Sports. WNeither of thase
Ministries nor the amalgamated Ministry have the responsibilify
for economic development or any actual projects that are of an
economic nature. So the Projoct-Committoe has been desiqned to
consist of not only the agencies that have to do with youth devel-
opment but all other Ministries that are relatesd to economic
dovelopment. The Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of Local
Government which has now responsibilities for community sconomic

activities, and other Ministries have been included, UWe have
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been faced not just with the question of ensuring that woe work out
plans that are capable of implementation in the short run, but of
ensuring that we do not work out plans that cannot be implemented
because the young people are not prepared to seek the kind of work
that will be available,

One of the greatest challenges that is facing the youth
movement of the country, particularly those youth movements that
speak about revolutionary changes in our society, and that is facing
us all as a poople, is the challenge of providing leadership for
our young people to demonstrate that work in agriculture is a dig~
nified and fulfilling activity, This cannot be done merely by
talking about stimulating growth in agriculture, but by youth
leaders themselves actively participating in a meaningful rathor
than tokenist way, ensuring that the whole status of agriculture
in the minds of our people is given its rightful position,

One of the other problems that I would like to bring to
your attentionuwhich has faced us in the Ministry of Education and
whch we have to deal with at this time is the fact that the rising
number of tesenago pregnancies among school girls is not merely
related to a lack of understanding about the physiology of the
human body, It is not merely related to the inadequacy of our
guidance facilities, It is also related diroctly to the economic
situation of the country, and this is something we must speak about
openly. We will otherwise be forever missing the importance of the
link between what goes on in education and what goes on in the

economy as a wholo,
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The economic situatior in the country today forces or entices

a number of young women who are still of school age to sesk security
in tho affoction of older mon, In fact this security is often very
transitory and is often very illusory but thore is sufficiont
evidence to indicatn that the number of tecnage pregnancios is
rolatod to economic factorst And there are many parents who
bocausao of the natur; of the economic situation do not deal with
this question or cannot deal with this question in the right way,
The pressure that is on them to deal with ths other childron is
such that thoy aro prepared to turn a blind eye to the indiscretion
of their children and to the efforts of their daughters to find
some form of stability and protection. As a fMember of Parliament
in a rural area I am very aware of the fact that thass problemg
exist and are not prablems from which ond 'should hi:'e.

In conclueion, I can only urge you as workers in your
different areas of social service, and as raesearchers, to renew
your commitment to ths work which you have begun with our youth,
There is possibly no task that is more important today, than to
bring our youth into the mainstream of economic and social life,
so that we can take pride in a youth population that is neither
disadvantaged nor alienated, but contributing to our total
Dovelopment, This is a responsibility which we all share and

it is in this sense that they are truly all, gur Children., "



SESSION XV 10,45 a.m, = 12,30 p.m.
"8ringing Men Back In7"

Chairperson: Dr. Joyce Justus
University of California, San Diego

Presenter: Mr. Herman I. McKenzie .
Head, Department of Sociology, U.W.I.

Mr. McKenzie presented his study as ono which did not
specifically deal with the adolescent but which focussed on the
role of men in fertility., "Bringing Men Back In?" was the title
of his paper and it seemed to be timely. Much research, including
Professor G.W. Roberts' book, "Women in Jamaica", and the current
research being presented at this Conference on "Education and
Rdolescent Fertility" was focussed on females. However, most
ressarchers agreed that there was a great need to examine the
position of men in the family,

In the U.W.I. study presented at this Conference, it
would have been useful to gain more information on the male part-
ners of the fertile adolescents, especially on the willingness of
the males to use contraception, The study to be presented by the
present speaker had been undertaken in 1975 to 1976, a small-scale
explcratory. study on males in Jamaica.

R wide range of questions had been asked on: sexual exper=
iences and union history; --. - male attitudes to sexual relation-
ship; and male ideas on. manhood, contraception,
end.other.'adbébis of family and fertility. About 51 intervisuws
were completed, partly in an area of Western Kingston and partly

in a semi~-rural area not far from Kingston. Age distribution was



a8 follows: 14 interviswees under age 25, 10 betwseen ages 25 and
30, 27 over age 30. Given the arees of the sample, the socio-
economic stetus of the interviewees was basically unskilled op
semi~-skilled working-class, with high levels of unemployment,
Education was predominantly primafy level,

Religion: 15 claimed "No Religion" and 12 were Rastafarians,

The remainder reported a range of Protestant denominationa,

Union Status: 24 were in a residential union, 10 married
and 14 in "common-lay" type unions., mMost respondents reported
eome type of sexual association,

Interviews wers carried out by relatively young male
1nt9rv1éwera, with whom it was felt that at least the younger
respondents would be more at 8ase. The main findings were as followss
1) Very youthful first sexual experience, with 30 out of 59 reporting

a first sexual experience by age 10 and ore claiming a first
sexual exberience at age 5;
2) Over one~quarter of all first sexual experiences were with female
partners older than the respondent;
3) Most men reported many different partners, one naming as many
88 one hundred and others about three, four or five. However
few reported more than sbout two or three "serious relationships",
4) Sixteen respondents claimed to havse never used contraceptives
besause they did not like that sort of thing, "they prefer to
take a chance", But 26 had used contraceptives, mainly because
they did not want any responsibilities, but also in some cases

because the female partner did not want to net pregnant. Thus
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in some cases contraceptive use appeared to be a Joint daciaion;

The condom was the main method.
5) Most men felt that marriage was the best union type., But they

felt that late marriage was best since it was hard to stick to

one woman, and they shwild have thair fling and then settle doun.
6) Most men favoured birth control so they would be able to take

care of the children born to tham,

In general, the speaksr concluded, the respondents expressed

very conventional values with regard to family lifs and contraception'
and this finding is at variance with concepts about male irresponsibility

and about divergent views betwesn men and women on these topics,

SESSION XV1s 2,00 - 5.00 PefMe

WORKSHOPS

Ten workshop groups were'formed, and their reports are

P

presented in Friday's programme,
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SESSION XVII

DAY V3 Jonpuaty 11, 1930

PLEN.RY SESSION AND CONCLUSION: 9,00 - 10,30 a.m. 10.45a.ms = 12,30 p.m.

This was tho final aeséion of the Conferenca, and began
with a brioef prosentation by Ms. C. 0gden of the National Clearing
House on Adolescont Fortility, Waeshington. This was followed by
presentations of Workshop Reports and the submission of recommenda-
tions and resolutions. Therse were ten Workshop Groups and five
subjoct areas for discussion., There were five presentations as two
groups wha deait with the same topic gave a Joint presentation.

The order was as follous:
| Groups I and IX: fluality of Education

Groups 1I and X: Preparation of Personnel for Working

with Teonagsrs,

Groupe III and V: Attitude to Contraception among Clients,
Clinic Personnel and Community,.

Groups IV and VI: Parents! Education.

Groups VII and VIII: Family Life Education,.

The session closed with the usual appreciation and thank
you oxpressions., Mrs., Edna McLaren of the Department of

Psychiatry, University Hospital, chaired this sossion,
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Mo. C, 0gden

National Clearing-Housu on Adolescent Fertility,

Me« 0gdan outlined briofly the activities of the National
Clearing~Houso gnd its services., It provides, she said, various
kindas of informational sorvices tn a worldewide network of some
5000 individuals and agencies who shars the concern about the high
incidenco of unwanted, unplanned prognancy in the teen years., The
Clearing=Houseo oporates through 'quarterly mailings which report
on dovelopment in the aroa of adoloscent fertility and through
responsse to individuals! requests for assistance for varying types!,

Ms. 0Ogden invited participants/agencies who wors not on
the Clearing-House mailing 1ist to submit thoir names and addreaseq
to her. Further, ehe asked for suggestions as to how the Clearing-~
Houso might mors successfully meet tho nosds of users of its services,

In closing, she urged participants to address themselves to
the demographic ractor in teenago childbearing. YAs all nations
strive to provide an improved quality of 1life for tomorrou's genera-
tions, adolescent fertility must cartainly be considered as a

priority",
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fFriday, 11th Janua;y- "Conf nroncs High;ights"
R e i H:C. tckonzicy-Dopt. of Sociology, U.W.I.

Mre., McKenzie reviewed the aims of the Conference and high-
lighted what had been achieved:

Pirstly, the successful impact oa public attenticn, and on
the social service agencies, of the concern with adolescent fertility;

Secondly, the free and frank exchange, in the Conference, of
& very wide range of viewpoints on the topic of adolescent fertility;

Thirdly, the bringing together for presentation of a wide range
of research findings in the field of adolescent fertilitys

Fourthly, a particularly éuccessful and popular aspect of the
Conference, the sharing of information between social agencles on
their programmes for youth ard fertility behaviour. The special
highlights in this area were the "Youth Programme Showcases';

Fifthly, arising from the Conference Vorkshops, the very wide
range of Resolutions and Recommendaticns for improving the conditions
of youth;

Sixthly, the specific decision to set up a group to co-ordinate
more closely the work on adolescent fertility.

Mrs. McKenzie commented that because of the emphasis sn‘aocial
service personnel end on socizl policy decision-makers as the main
participants, the Conference hed not had heavy Youth representation,
But to balance this, the two rresentations of "Youth Speaks" had been
very appropriate and thought-aroveking.

Mrs. McKenzie also commented on the much-noted absence of large

numbers of men 2t the Conferernce., The organizers had made a real effort
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.

to invife n balanced ropresentation of the sexes for the Conference.
She felt that the minority of men present at the Conference revealed
a challenge to be met in changing public attitudes and awareness.
Finally, Mrs. McKenzio highlighted the warm, frank inter-
chunges and interactions which had pervaded the Conference activities
She expressed the delighted appreciztion of the Organizing Committee,
and of herself peraonally, for the enthusiastic participation of all

concorncd, and for all the help, cooperation, and encouragement given.
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SECTION 3, Summary of Workshop Recommendations and Confarenca Resolutions

WORKSHOP GROUP REPORTS

Groups I and IX: Quality of Education

Presentor: .., -:.. Ms, Estulla Cooko,

The report statod, "the quality of general education by
and largo is very low and we cannot make any significant brealke
through in'lowering the birth rate until we spoak to this important
issue of the quality of oducation our peoplo receive both in
informal and formal settings", Genorally, the report asks for
special study to be made o7:

T1e The Common Entrance Examination, especially its nature
38 a pouer-pressured oxamination,

2, The Age of Entry into High Schools =~ many students enter
secondary level aeducation without having mastered the
basic reading and reasoning skills of the primary level.

K Thae School System in rural areasy, more specifically its

lack of opportunitios to nursue chosen careers,
PP

The report contained some spacific arcas of nceoded improvement
which should be accomplished within the noxt 5 years, that
14 For students entering the High School, at loast 80% should
master reading and reasoning,
2, There should bo a moro reasonable critoria bosides the
Common Entrance examination, for antry into High Schaols,
3 Greater opportunitiss for mobility should be built into
the school system, ~
4, The Secondary Sghool Cortificate should receive greater

recognition,
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5. The standard and value of the Jamaica School Certificate
should be 1lifted or the oxamination abandonod.

G, .Efforts should be made to establish an efficient system
of compulsory education in those areas uith_adequate spacec,

74 Economics should bo included in the curriculum of all
schools., Youngsters should have at lsast a rudimentary
undorstanding of the workings of the economy.

8, Vocational subjects should be introduced in primary schools
and receive the same emphasis as other subjects. Students
preparing for High School should not be scroened off from
participation in these more practical subjects.

9. Family L.ife Education to be introduced at the primary lovel,

10. Loans should be available to students for higher education,
but they should be bonded to serve the country after
graduation, and this bond should be stringently enforced.

1M There should be incentives for people to work in very
rural areas.

12, The toacher=pupil ratio should be reduced to 30.

13. Early childhood education should be placed in the hands of
the qualifiad teacher.

14, A serious look should be taken of the Shift system, especially
in rural areas and with respect to transportation of students
and the quality of education offered on this shift,

15. Vocational training should be offered ;n all High Schools.

16, There should be respect for the student as a porson.



94

In concluding, the report identified Agriculture as tho most promising
medium through which production could bo mobilized, This would
serve to improvo the economic climate of the country, a nocessary

Prcroquisite for theg achiovemont of tho neods set out by the group,

Groups II and X, Proparation of Porsonnel for

Working with Tequgérs

Presentsr: s, Angela Castriota

The group said that the neod for Family Life Education

ie of national concern, and in thoi: deliberations have lookad
specifically at the preparation of Doctors, Nurses, Teachers and
Guidance Counsellors, Some general arsas of concern vere noteds

Qe There is an inadequate amount of trainod personnsl to
doal adequately with Family Life Education, and with theg
problems of tvenagors,

b, While students in Secondary and Tertiary schools receiya
Family Lifo Education and have a say 4in decision-making
and policy formation, Grade 7 students, though they too
receive FLE, ars not allowed participation in decisione
making and policy formation.

Ce The group wishad that in 1980 this discrepancy bg corrected
and FLE programmes bg implemanted in those schools in which
it dooes not nouw exist,

de The group callad for greatsr involvoment of paronts!

sorvice grours, and community councils,
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Specific recommendations are that there should bes

1e. ‘Greater attention ta the invalvement of males in Family
. Life Programmes, T

2. .. More structured education programmes for community groups

_;;ag.all availabls media.

e ' An association of ‘Guidance.Counsellors.should be Turmea,
- -and among its functions to*be a catalyst for policy changes --
-» 0N the'auhject.undér,discussipnt

4, _.-~The inclusion of Whe principles and practicas of social
- -work in the trgining of Guidance Counssllors. .

5S¢ .. .An area.of specialization in dealing with Teenagers and
~-their Problems in ,the training programms of medical doctore,

64 . _Greater .involvement ‘of teenagera in decisicnemaking and-
.policy-.as a means of'helping thém to ?ufther understand -
+ their futura adult-reapohsibilitias;

T - revieu.of“o1r-présent~examination-eystem;mm

A . The. institution of compulsory education'in,Jamaica;_.._

‘The -group finally drew attention to 'the importance of eelf=image
~as- an ‘aspect .of healthy interpersonal relationships, ° This should
- be  a component . of Family Eifa4£ducation‘programmes'particularly

- when. trying to dsvelop. in ybuths responsible contracsptive behaviour.
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Groups IIT and Vs Attitude to Contraceptive among
Clients, Clinic Personnel and the
Community

Présenter: Ms. Sheila Nicholson

The report ncted 'the unresolved feslings of all groups on

the use of contraceptives among adolescants, 85 cegn t'rough anbiva-

lent attitudes and behaviour!., It is hoped that:

a
e

2,

3v

4e

5,

Ge

7

8.

There will be more frenk dialogue betwesn adults and
adolescents,

Therse will be improvemant in commynication bstwesn clients
and clinic personnel,

There should be investigation of the socjal, scorogic and
psychological processes at work in the society, to aid the
formulation of siratagies to modify behaviour.,

Relevant institutians and planning processes at all levels
be restructured,

R continuous process of svaluation and refinement of action
progremmas be implemonted,

There will be greater coordinatipn and cooperation betuesn
groups and agencies in areas of psrsonnsl and funding, to
eliniinat i overlapping servicaes and ensuroe more sconomic use
of persnnnel and funds,

An adejuate data system be set up, that will collect, store
and retrieve data necessary for efficient planning.

There will be greater dialogue bet'ssen agencios and interest

groups on adolescents! usge of contraceptives. There should
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be coordination to ensure that this dialogue proceeds 1n‘en
orderly manner,

D Greater use be made of'peer group counselling in the area
of contraceptive use amohg asdolescants,

10, There be continuous research on the aeffacts of contraceptive
use and the findingc be made available to the public. The
group deplores the use of certain drugs on the Jamaican
people that are withdraun from the markets of dsvelopsedy
countries.

The group conecluded that "the socisty shouid avail itseif of current
data on the effect of the use of fertility control drugse... the

ues of somo drugs suggest population control at any cost".

Groups IV and VI: Parents! Education

Presonters Ms, Noveletto Janes,

The aims of parents' education were identified as developing:
1) Stable adulthood

2) Responsible parenthood,

The group observed relative ignorance amogng parents because

. of lack of edequa‘e and consistent perent oducation. 'Sex' is taboo
and some paerents even with adequate knowledge find it difficult to
communicate with their childron, Further, it was noted that grave
aconomic conditions expose bath mother and daughter to sexual
exploitation as a means of survival. The group felt that over the
nexi 5 yeers should be tho implementation of a National Family Life

Eduocation programme to includo the following topicss
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1. Family patterns and relationships,

2, | Human growth and development,

3. Personality dovelopment,

4, Sexually transmitted dissasss,

5 Ethics and gsexual immoralify.

6 Communication with special emphasis on parent and child.

Te Tho Rights of parents and children,
Furthar recommendations dealt with the quality of advertisements on
contrzcoptives, some existing ones were considered misleading.
It va: felt by tho group that an FLE program off the order of that
suyygusted for paronts should also be dovelopad for Guidance Counsellors.

As a rosource baso the group identified the need to assess

all available resources, human and physical. Particularly teenagers
should be involved in the planning of the programme, and evaluation

of its performance should be built in during the planning phase.

Groups VII and VIII: Femily Life Education

Prosenters Ms, Norma Reid.

The group noted that "despite the number of existing family
1ife education programmes, including family planning, thore is an
observed increase in the number of adolescent pregnancies", It
identified the varioty of agencios and porsons involved in FLE
activities. The group would like within the next two years to ses:

1, An effective coordinating body of FLE preferably in the

Ministry of Health.

2, FLE to be mandatory in the school curriculum.
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10,
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Better trained and equipped Teachers and Guidance Counsellors.
A Conference for parents.

Development of the training of peer group leaders.
Standardization of Family Life Education at various levels.
The inclusion of FLE in all professional training programmes
in which trainees will come to work directly with youths,
Family Life Education inPormation to be includod in JeA.MeN.L.
publications,

Population Educotion to be made an aspect of FLE programmes.
The use of tratk stars, pop singers and other 'youth stars'

to disseminate family 11fe messages,

The group felt that it nesded more time to develop the

Family Life aspect of Adolescent Fertilily, and request that an

early seminar be arranged t: doal specifically with this area.
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Report on the Workshop on the Coordination of’
of Adolescent Fertility Programmes

Presenter: Ms. C. Johnson
The composition of the group was as follows:

Mrs. Laurice Hunter=Scott, Chairman
Miss Cynthia Johnson, Rapporteur
Miss Sana Desouza

Dr. Joyce Justus

Mre. Dorian Powsll

Mrs. Jean Jackson

Mrs. Hermione McKenzie

Ms. Dorathy Allsop

Mrse, Hyacinth Stowart=-Bulgin

Father Mclaughlin

This group discussed the Co-ordination of Agencies involved

in Family Life Cducation,

The group noted that there was an existing Inter=Agency
Committee, But membors expressed the view that it was not
functioning as effectively as it could, In short, it had no clout.
The group expressed the nesed to restructurs the oxisting Intor~
Agency Committes and to securs a policy statement from the various
ministries involved,

Whet camo through loud and clear was the need for co=ordination,
co=~ordination not only at the programme level but also at the poliny-
making lovel, Co-ordination will enable each agency to improve its
servico to thg community and at tho same timp the combined efforts

should offer greater coverage and impact,
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Once the need for and the benefits of co-ordination were
established the group movod on to set objectives and to diacuss
where these objectives can bo met, and the image the programme wants
to portray,

The following objectives were set.,

(1) To co-ordinate available research data,

(2) To co-ordinate resources,

(3) Identify financial resources.

(4) To make information available and ea9ily accessible to agencies
and the community at larqge.

(5) To facilitats the Development of FLE materials.

1« Data

The following points were discussed under the co=ordination
of research data,

a) A retrieval system should be set up to co-ordinate and
analyse data so that a composito picture can be arrived at
before new research is undertakon,

b) The collection of programme ovaluation reports should be
an important aspect of data collection,

c) An advisory service to standardise methods for the evaluation
of programmes should be sot up.

The group then decideod to sct up a committees to begin the
retrioval of existing research data. It was decided that the nucleus
of this committoe wouldbe formed fron the Confarence planning
committee. In addition it was decided that the Ministry of Health,

Social Services and Environmental Control and the Ministry of
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Education, Youth and Sports must be represented on this committeo,

as thoss are the two agsencios that handle health sducation,

Coordination of Rosourcos

"Thore should be a list of resources such as:

a) agencies and their programmes

b) personnel and area of special skills

c) equipment.

Identification nf Financial Resources

a) A directory of funding agencies should be compiled;
b) the possibility of community participation in fund

raising should be explored.

Availability of Information

A clearinghouss should be set up. Services to be offered
ares

a) Cataloguing

b) Circulation - neusletter

¢) Distribution of materials

d) Providing information on Training Opportunities

Materlals Cavelopment

a) Offer assistance and training for the dovolopment of'!
educational programmes,

b) Facilitate the development of public educatiaon programmes
using mass media.

c) Proparc resource matsrisls on request.,

d) Spearhead the development of indigencus material relsvant
to our changing needs.

6) Encourago tho active participation of young parsons in the

dovelopmont of programmos to meet their own nesds,
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Friday 11th January

RESOLUTIONS
The following resolutions were moved, seconded and
unanimously adopted by the Conference:

Resolution 1

Whereas this National Conference has reviewed and studied
the social and economic conditions and consequences of Adolescent
Fertility and has identified some of the main causes as being lack
of quality education, skill training, and family life education
for all children, including those in All-age Schools, which results
in further unemployment due to early unplanned pregnancies;

whersas this National Conference has also found that there
was insufficient participation by our mqle popuiation in the whole
process of family life education, and this may have a detrimental
effect on adolescent fertilitys;

in order to enable our adolescents to become productive
and to contribute to the process of nation~building;

Be it resolved that:

1) Immediate steps be taken to encourage and pursue the developmant
by the appropriate agencies of Family Life Education among male
workers of all ages;

2) Strong requests be made to the relevant authorities to continue
and improve the quality of Family Life Education, from primary
school upwards, of all children in all types of schools;

3) Be it also resolved: that Government be requested to take steps

immediately to pass and implement policy guidelines ensuring the
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ridhta of schoolwage mothers to remain in school, if they uiaﬁ.
and to be re-integrated into school after the birth of a child,
using the Women's Centre of the Womsn's Bureau and other programmes
run by voluntary organizations like Operation Friendship, to provide
more alternative educational centres for school=-age mothers, with
the additional support services necessary;

4) Be it resolved: that the Ministry of Education ba requested to
take immediate steps to provide more tachnical_education and more
appropriate training for the requiremnnts of the Jjob market, in
all branches of the Secondary School syatem, in a manner which not
only ensurss but even encourages free choice of subjects by either
sex;

5) Be it resolved: that the Ministry of Education should be
raquested to take immediate steps to institute incentives for
highly skilled teachers to teach in primary schools;

6) Be it resolved: that Government and the private enterprise
sector be requested to take immediate steps to provide more tech=
nical education for more unemployed youth and school-lgavers;

7) Be it resolved: that Government be requested to take immediate
steps.to provide jobs for the usemployed youth, without which all
our efforts to curtail adolescent fertility and to improve the
quality of life of our youth, and of our nation as @ whole, will
fail; and this will have serious and dangerous repsercussions on
our nation's future;

8) Be it resolved: that these Resolutions and all other papers of

the Conference be submitted for consideration and implementation
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to the Committes on the Employment of Young People and Women,
chaired by the Hon. Hugh Small, Minister of Education, Youth and

Sports,

Resolution 2

Be it resolved: that fépreeantationa be made to the
appropriate authorities that contraceptive drugs be NGT indiscrimin
ately dispensed on the open market or in Family Planning Clinics;
eince it is documented that several drugs in use may have harmful

effects on individuals,

Resolution 3

Be it resolved: that because of the growing problem of
adolescent pregnancy in our society, steps be taken to request
Government to treat thie probiem as a National Issue, whereby all
agencies, organizationa, institutions, and the media would give
more emphasis to Family Life Education, inherent in which is

Family Planning,
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SECTIOM 4: EVALUATION RESULTS

Evaluation
A simple structucred questionnaire was issued to the
Cpnference participants on.the final day of the Conference, It
was designed to get their reaction to the Conference activities
as well as their suggestinns for fuyturse action. The numbor.of
comple ted questionnaires amounted to 120, representing approximately
60Z of the total conferaence participants, )
Respondents were asked to register their level of satis-
faction to the fs: - areas of actiﬁity of the Conference. A five-

point scale was utilized, The summary of results appear below,

Level of Individual Question & workshogs Youth Films

Satisfaction Speakers Answer P;ogramme
. Seasions Shouwcases
S22T.0Nns 2o2k4380s8
Very satisfied 13.0 5.0 12.0 12.0 7.0
"Satisfied 50.0 25,0 26,0 43,0 29,0
Neutral 14.0 8.0 14.0 11.0 17.0
Teo much time 16.0 0.0 1.0 6.0 0.0
Not enough time 7.0 62.0 47,0 28,0 47,0

The participants uwers most satisfied with individual
présentations and Youth Prngramme Showcases. Sixtean percent
however felt too much time was given to speeches., There was a
strong wish for more time for discussion and workshop sessions,
Most conferences tend to suffer from this weakness, as they endeavour
to make sure that adequate substantive areas are given to confere
énce participants, The Youth Programme Showcases which involve the
exchange of youth pProgramme activities between agencies turned out

to be a highly valued aspect of the conferenca,
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Participants were required to react to a statement in
terms of the contributipn of spocific topics of the Conference
to their own professional development. Again the summaries appear
below,

The follouwing topics wers useful in my Profaessional Development

Educational Employment- Research Social & Legal Youth

Opportunities Related Findings Psycho=~ 1Issues Programme
Problems logical Showcasa
Aspects
Strongly '

Agres 2740 3240 31.0 31.0 31.0 32.0
Agtreg 55,0 57.0 56,0 63.0 47.0 58,0
Undecided 1240 10.0 13.0 5.0 21.0 10.0
Disagres 6.0 1.0 0.0 1.0 1.0 0.0
Strongly o

Disagres 0.0 0.0 0.9 0.0 0.0 0.0

flost participants agreed that the areas of the'Confarenqe
which dealt with ths social and psychological aspect of adolescent
fertility were most useful in terms of their profsssional develop~
ment, However it is clear from the above that all subject areas
ware highly valued by the participants. Very few disagreed with the
statement and none had strong disagreement.

Participation in Workshop activities was high with more
than 90% of those who responded to the questionnaire having done
8ne Fifty=-threo percent of the participants attended all the
Workshop scssions, 23 attended almost all sessions and 13% attended
about half of the sess. ins., A further index of attendanca was

the number of days attended. Fifty-eight percent attended all
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S days, 18% attended 4 days and 11% attended for 3 days; therefore
87 Gf the participants attended for more than half the number of
days that the Conference was in session,

The final tuwo questions addressed to the respondents
sought their opinion about future action, particularly regarding
the need for a co~-ordinating mechanism for Adolescent Fertility
programmes, Sixty~thrae percent strongly 'agreed that sucn a meche-
anism was needed, 33% agreed and 3% were undecided, Just 1Y felt
such a mechanism wag not nesded,

Rs to the agency most appropriate to implement such a
mechanism, the majority felt that a combination of government

and hon-governmental efforts was more appropriate,
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R Conference Sponsored by the National Famil

y Planning Bgard
with the co-

operation of the Department of Sociology, v.w.I.,

and the United States Agency for International Development,



Sundgx_gjh January

7.00

Monday

PaMa

7th January

PROGRAMME

Pre-Registration and Welcoms Party for Resident
Conference Participants, Jamaica Pegasus Hotel,

OPENING SESSION

9.10

9.20

9,35

10.00

10,30

11.00

11.45

12,30

- 9,35

- 11.00

- 11,45

- 12,30

- 2.00

Chairperson: Mr. Donald Miller
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Health
& Chairman, National Family Planning
Board.

Registration

Prayers by Rev. Wabster Edwards, Operation Friendship

Wa2lcome and Introductions

Foermal Opening of Conference by Mr, A.Z. Preston,
Vice-Chancellor, University of the West Indies.

Greetings

Keynote Address by Dr. Winston Davidson,
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Health,

Overview of Conference by Conference Co-ordinators,
LA AR L L T F T Y gy

Coffee Break

LA R R 2 2 1 T ¥ FArIggvgy

Chairperscn: Dr., Vera Rubin
Director,
Research Institute for the Study of nan.

Findings from uU.w.I, Departmaent of Sociology Study
of Adolescent Fertility by Research Team,

LA R A LR T2 YT T Ty

Lunch Break

LA A A2 2 LT T X Ry rangy



Monday 7th Januar

2,00 - 3,30

3.30 - 3,45

3,45 - 4,30

7.00 - 8,30

Tuesday 8th January

3,00 - 10,30

10,30 - 10,45

Cont.

Chairperson: Professor Laurie Reid
School of Education, U.W.I,.

Findings from U.W.I. Department of Sociology Study of
Adolescent Fertility by Research Team (Continued).

(222 XX 22222222 ]]

Tea Break

L2 222222 X222 222X

Chairparson: Dr. Patricia Anderson
Co-ordinator, Social Planning,
National Planning Agency.

Discussions and resolutions on Education and Fertility

L2222 222 222 222

Cocktail Reception by Vice-Chancellor,
University of the West Indies,

Chairperson: Mr. Sam Cheddar
Executive Director, National Family
Planning Board,

Address: Mrs. Carmen McGregor
Member of Parliament

Paper: A Profile of Problems of the Adolescent
Mother
Presenter: Dr., Carmen Bowen-Wright

Senior Medical 0Officer

3 3 3 3 3 3 % W AW

Coffee Break

(2222322222 2 2 2 22



Tuesdey 8th Januarz SCont.[

10.45 - 12.30

12.30 - 2,00

2,00 - 3,30

3,30 - 3,45

3.45 - 5,00

6.00 p.mO

Chairperson: Dr. Lenworth Jacobs
Jamaica Family Planning Association,

Panel: Social and Psychological Aspects of
Rdolescent Fertility.

Panul . Mrs, Inez Morrison

Members: Co-ordinator, Family Court,

Dr. Freddie Hickling
Senior Medical 0fficer, Bellavue Hespital,

Dr. R.G. Lampart
Senior Medical Officer, Princess Margaret
: Hospital,
L2322 S LT YT Y Y YT

Lunch Break

LA 2L LI YT Y LY

Chairperson: Mrs. Trixie Somerville

Sub-Regicnal Co-ordinator,

Caribbean Conference of Churches.,
Paper: Educational Aspects of Adolescent Fertility’
Presenter: Miss Jean Tulloech=-Reid

Tutor in Family Life Education,

Social Welfare Training Centra.

LA A2 LI E TS TR LY YN

Tea Break

36 33 3 3 I I I

Chairperson: Miss Daisy Goldson
Chief Health Educator, Ministry of Health,

Youth Programme Showcase No. 1.

BE 3 363 36 3¢ I 3 183 I 9 9 %

Rum Swizzle for Hotel Resicents.



WBdnesdaz 9th January

9.00 - 10,30 Chairperson: Mrs Sybil Francis, 0,D,
Consultant, Social Welfare Training Centre.

Peper: Legal Issuss of Teenége Pregnancy
Presenter: Miss Antoinettse Haughton

Legal Officer, Ministry of Pensions and
Social Security.

L2 22T 22T 2 L RN E ey
10,30 - 10.45 Coffee Break

kA2 2122 LN

10.45 - 12,30 hairperson: Miss Elsie Sayle, 0.D.
' Executive Dirsctor, C.V.S.5.

outh Programme Showcasse Na, - 2.
b2 2222 T T Y TR TRE R
12,30 - 2,00 Lunch Break

LA AL I YR LY YT Y

2,00 - 3,30 Chairperson: Mrs, Modosta.Burke=Goldson
Children'erServices Divisinn
Ministry of Pensions end Social Security.

Youth Programme Showcase No. 3.

LA LRI TR LT T LT

3.30 - 3,45 Tea Break

LAS L AZI Y TR YY)

3.45 - 5,00 Chairperson: Mrs, Hyaeinth Stewart-Bulgin
Training Officer, Ministry of Health
Panel: International Aid for Youth Programme.
5.00 - 6,30 Moderator: Mr. Gerry Gallimore

Evangelist, Youth for Christ.
"Youth Speaks™

Skits and discussions by Y-Teens, Y.U.C.:.



Thursday 10th January

9.00 - 10,30

10.30 - 10.45

10.45 -~ 12,30

12,30 - 2,00

2.00 - 3.30

3.30 - 3.45

3.45 - 5,00

Chairperson: Professor Aubrey Phillips
Dean, School of Education,

Address by Hon, Hugh Small, Minister of Youth and

. tEducation,
Panel: Employment Prospects for Youth,
Panel
Members: Ma, Barbera Boland, National Planning
Agency,

Mr. Tony Johnson, Executive Secretary,
Private Sector Organization of Jamaica,

LA A2 2 1 2 T T T e

" Coffee Break

AR a2 2 12 T 2 R R

Chairperson: mMrs., Hazel Blake=Nelson
Director, Women's Bureau.

Paper: Prospects for Youth in the field of
Education,
Presenter: Dr., Thelma Stowart

Assistant Chisf Education Officer,
Ministry of Education,

LAR L L LT TR IR PR

Lunch Break

A 2 2 1 2 22X gy

Chairperson: Mrs, lyacinth Bulgin
Training Officer, Ministry of Health,

Workshops,

LAA L E L T T NI

Tea Break

LA L L 2 1T Y E IRy

Workshops (Continued).



Friday 11th January

8.30 - 10,30 Chairperson: Mrs. Edna McLeren
Department of Psychiatry,
University Hospital,

Conferencp Evaluation and formation of engoing
interest groups,

L 2 1 2T T X T I yrugegegign

10.30 - 10.45 Coffee Break

63636 3 3 3 3 33 3P %

10,45 = 12,30 Conference Hermione C. McKenzie
Highlights;: Lecturer, Denartment of Sociology, U.W.I.

Vote of Thanks by Mrs. Dorian Powell, Lecturer,
Department of Sociology, U,W.I.

LASZZIT ISR LY S

12,30 - 2,00 Lunch in "Talk of the Town", Pegasus Hotel,

LA A2 X LT Y R LT LY

Throughout the Conference Week, Film shows and Demonstrations were
held (Appendix 111), and a Theatrs Party visited the Jamaica National

Pantomime on Thursday evening, 10th January.
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NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON

FERTILITY AND THE ADOLESCENT

JAMAICA PEGASUS HOTEL
JANUARY 7 = 11,1980

YOUTH PROGRAMME SHOWCASE No., 1

TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 1980,
3.45 = 5,00 p.m,
1; "Tesn Scene"
ministrx of Health
2, Ministry of Education
3. Beths Jacobs (1linic
4., Bureau of Health Education
5. Jamaica 4-H Clubs

6. UDSF'I



NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON

FERTILITY AMD THE ADOLESCENT

JAMAICA PEGASUS HOTEL

JANUARY 7 - 11, 1980

YOUTH DPROGRAMME SHOWCASE o, 2

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 9, 1980

10.45 aeMMy = 12.30 p.m.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Se

Glen Vincent Clinic
Dperation Friendship
Women's Centre
S.D.C.

Y.U.,C.A,

YOUTH PROGRAIMME SHOWCASE No., 3

2,00 = 3,30 p.m. 1.
2.
Je
4,

S.

Y.M.C.A,

Jamaica Home Economics Association
Poldoe Youth' Clubs

Teen Services Program, Chicaqo, Illinois

Opsn



Appendix 11: List of Participants

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON
FERTILITY AND THE ADOLESCENT

JAMAICA PEGASUS HOTEL

JANUARY 7=11, 1900

RIS
PARTICIPANTS

(Upgraded Feb., 1980)

NAME

AGENCY

AARDONS, Dr. Derick
ALLEYNEZ, Mrs. Sylvan
ALLSOP, Mrs. Dorothy
ANDERSON, Dr., P,
ASHLEY, Dr. Deanna

BAILEY, Mrs. E,

BAILEY, Dr, Wilma
BARRETT, Victor I1.A,
BEACHER, Mabel
BELLE=-TAYLOR, H.
BERNARD, Dr. G.U,
BERNARD, Juajita
BLAKE~NELSON, [Mrs. Hazel
BOLAND, Barbara

BOWEN, Annette V.

BOWEN, Norma P,
BOWEN=URIGHT, Dr. Carmen
BRFGG, Lola

BRITTON, Ms., Martis
BROOKS, Elaine

BROLIN, Dahlia E,

BROUN, Leith L.

BROWN, Ruth

BROWN, Veronica M,
BULGIN, Hyacinth

Ministry of Health

Dept. of Sociology, U.W.I.

Women and Development Unit, Barbados
National Planning Agency

Ministry of Health

National Family Planning Agency
Oept. of Geography, U.W.I.
Brotherhood of St, Andrew, J.A.
Jamal Foundation

fiinistry of Agriculture

Ministry of Health

Girls! Brigade

Uomen's Bursau

National Planning Agency _
Family Planning Centre, St. Thomas

Community Health Aide, Michael Manley Clinic

Ministry of Health
Ministry of Health

Grenada Planned Parenthood Association

Census Research Programme, U.W,I,
CeReSeTey UsWeT. Health Centre
Caribbean Conference of Churches
Operation Friendship

Social Development Commiseion
Ministry of Health



NARME AGENCY

CAMPBELL, Mré. Enid Ministry of Health
CAMPBELL, Olive KeSeAReCs School Health
LARPENTER, Dr. Herma . Harhour View Health Centre
CARTER, Ethlyn Women!s Bureau
CASTRIOTA, Mrs, Angella Social Work Student, U,W.I,
CHEDDAR, Sam National Family Planning Board
CHEVANNES, Barry Dept. of Social and Preventive Medicine, U.W.I.
CHEVANNES, Beryl fMinistry of Health
CHEVANNES, Mrs. Enid Jamal Foundation
COMRE, Miss Nl Contraceptive Prevalence Survey,
. , Sociology Depte, U.l,I.
COOKE, Mrs. Estina V. Jamaica Youth Corps, S.D.C.
CUNNINGHAM, Mrs. M, Norman Manley Community Skill Centre
DALEY, Ederodira E, National Family Planning Board
DAVIDSON, Barry S, Jamaica Youth For Christ
DAVIDSON, Hon, Dr. Winston Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Health
g and Social Security
DAVIS, fMartha Pediatrics, U.H.U.I.
DELPRATT, Audith Ministry of Health
DIXON, Ivel Correctional Services
DOLLY~BESSON, June Dopts. oflBpcintanyptiaw. I
DOUGLAS, Colin L, Boys Town School
DRUIMIMOND, Cynthia Bureau of Health Education
DUDLEY, Dr. Betty Mt. Sinai Hospital, Chicago, U.S.A.
DYER,y Dr, Hal Dept., of Social & Preventive Medicine, U.U,I,
EDWUARDS, Reov. Webster Oporation Friendship
ELLIS, Barbara A National Family Planning Board
éLLIS, Hyacinth m, Depte. of Sociology, U.W,I,
EMBDEN, Carolo Mass Communications Dept.y U.W,.I.

EVANS, Rhoda May Ministry of Agriculture
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NAME ACENCY

FENTON, Mrs, Lois Dept. of Obstetrics & Gynaocology, U.W.I.

FERGUSON, Mrs. Joyce Operation Friendship

FINLAYSON, Mrs, G.V. Daughters of the King

FORBES, Clive U, | Police Youth Clubs

FORBES, Derrick U, Social Development Commission

FRANCIS, Mrs. C.D, School of Nursing, U.H.W,I.

FRANCIS, Sybil E, Uslla I+ Social Welfare Training Centre

FRAZER, Ailoen, Mrs. S4D4C. |

GAJRAJ, Dr. K. Glen Vincent Polyclinic

GALLIMORE, Gerry , Youth for Christ

GAMMON, Pearl a. National Planning Agency

GOLAUB, Almira Norman Manley Secaondary School

GOLDSON, Daisy ' Bursau of Health Education

GOLDSON, Modesta Children's Services Division in Ministry of
Pensions and Social Security

GOLLOP, Clyde Barbados Family Planning Association

GORDON, Dr, Dersk Dept. of Sociology, U.uw.I.

GORDON, Rebecca Social Work Student, U.W.I.

GRAHAM, Viola

GRANT, Oscar H, (Independent) Rossneath Hotel

GRANT, Patricia Churches! Advisory Bureau

GRANT, Sheila - Ministry of Housing

GRIFFITHS, William Ja. Family Planning Association,

HALL, Mrs. Ruth Dept. of Social & Preventive Medicine, U,W,I.

HANILTON, Carmen Kingston Technical High School

HAMILTON, Linda E, Jamaica Federation of Women

HARRIS, Irene . Women's Cantre

HAUGHTON, Antoinstte Ministry of Pensions & Social Security

HAYNES, Mrs,. [1, St. Annes Secondary School

HEADLEY, Roland . Police Youth Clubs

HICKLING, Dr. Frederick Bellevue Hospital



NAMES AGENCY

HINES, Eleie Social Development Commission
HOWELL, Jacqueline Family Court

HUNT, Irvine Y!s Mens Club, YelMeCoA,
HUNTER-SCDTT, L.V, Ministry of Health

'ISAACS, Dudlay National Family Planning Board
JACKSON, Jean Depts of Sociology, U.U,I,
JACKSON, Lynette Ministry of Health

JACOBS, Mrs. B3, Jamaica Family Planning Assn,
JACOBS, Dr. Lenuworth M Jamaica Family Planning Assn,
JAMES, Hyacinth St. Catherine Dealth Dept,

JAMES, June Churches Advisory Bureay

JOHNSON, Cynthia Ministry of Education .

JONES, Novlet C, Ministry of Agriculture, p,uU,
JOSEPH, Lileth 4, Parade Gardens Y.CuToC,

JULEYE, Gloria p, Jamal Foundation

JUSTUS, Joyce 8, University of California

KELLY, Daphne Ministry of Health

KENSINGTDN, Mrse E, Ministry of Health

LAING, Samuel Social Work Student, UsWoI,
LAMPART, Dr, Ronald Princess Margaret Hospital
LAURENCE, Whilel Ministry of Agriculture

LEE, Amy Contraceptive Prevalence Survey, U,W,I,
LESLIE, A,.A, Canadian International Development Agency
LEVY, Don T, Dunlop Corbin Compton Assn.

LEWIS, P.L, ' Jamaica Collegs

LINDSAY, Hubert, Social Work Student, U,u,I,

LLEWELLYN, Dorothy KeSesAJC,



ITAMIS AGENCY

LONGMORE, Sharon EYED Community College

LUKE, Glenroy Social Development Commission (J.Y.C.)
LYTTLE, Catherine Bureau of Health Education, Ministry of Health
"MoCASKIE-WINT, Grace A. Social and Preventive Medicine, U,V,.I.
MeCAV, Sybil Operation Friendship, Public Health
MoNEIL, Pam . Women's Centre

McFAR! UHAR, Dudley Jamaica 4-H Clubs

McFARQUHAR, E,L. Ministry of Health

McGREGOR, Hon, Mrs. Carmen ° Member of Parliament

McKENAIE, Elaine Glen Vincent Poly Clinic

McKENZIE, Herman Dept. of Sociology, U.W.I. .

McKENZIE, Hermione Dopt. of Socioloty, U.W.I,

McLAREN, Edna F,. ~ Faculty of Medicine, TU.VW,I,

McLAREN, Mrs. Merley Ministry of Health and Environmental Control
McLAUGHLIN, Fr, G.I, Ministry of Housing

MoPHURSON~RUSSELL, Hon, N

Dr, Phyllis Ministry of Education

MAGOIT, Yvette Jamaica 4-H Clubs

MAXVWELL, Joan P, : St. Hugh's High School

MEGGOE, Gordell R, Camperdown High School

IMILLER, Donald E, National Family Planning Board

MILLS, Carlton Social Work Student,U.W.I./Ministry of Health
MONTEITH, Dorothy Mothers Union

MOODY, Dr. Christine Ministry of Health

MOORE, Joyce Girls' Town

MORRISON, Donna Dept, of Correctional Services
MORRISON, Inex Pamily Court

MOULT, E. ) Ministry of Housing

MOWATT, Nella Ministry of Health

NE5BITT, Patsy L. Voment's Centre

NEWMAN, Basil Child Care & Protection

NICHOLSOI', Sheila Vol., Organization for the Upliftment of

Children



NAMD AGDNCY

OGDEN, Cecile Adolescent Fertility Clearing House in
Washington

OoLDs, Sﬁsan American Public Health Association

OLUSEQUN, Abatunde Swallowfield Youth Club

OMPHROY-SPENCER, G, 'Jamaica Midwives! Association

O'SULLIVAN, Lucy Health Dept., Ministry of Health and

Environmental Control

PARKINS, Sydney

PETGRAVE, Jaccueline Trench Town Comprehensive High School
PHILLIPS, A.S, School of LCducation, U,W.I.

PITTER, Lorna Women's Centre

PITTER, Louise Ministry of Health

POLLARD, Velma School of Education, U,W,I.

POWVELL, Dorian Dept. of Sociology, U.W.I..

PRESTON, Mr. A.Z, University of the West Indies, Mona
PURKISS, L. Viotorin Jubilee Mospital

RAINFORD, Elaing Y.W.C.A,

RANKINE, Maira Bureau of Health REducation

RATTRAY, Mrs, June National Family Planning Board

REID, Prof., L,H.Z. School of Education, U,W,.I.

REID, Norma Volmers Girls' School

ROBINSON, PFrancis Trench Town Comprehensive High School
ROBINSON, Sybil . St., Andrew High School

RODFEY, Lorna E, Church Teachers College

ROVE, Audrey Ardenne High School

RUBIN, Dr. Vera Research Institute for the Study of Man, .Y.
SADLIR, Delores Pembroke Hall Secondary School
SAMUELS, Mrs. Freda Shortwood College

SAMUELS, Mrs. Jestina Jamaica Federation of Women

SAYLE, Elsie Council uof Voluntary Social Services

SERVICE, Marie M, Social Velfare Trining Dentre



NAMED AGLNCY

SMALL, Hon, Hugh Minister of Education, Youth ang Sporta
SKITH, Alma Mico Teachers College

SMITH, Mrs, J.L, . Michael Marley Cliniec

SMITH, Noeline Moy Vauxhall Secondary School

SOMIRVILLE, Trixie Caribbean Conference of Churches

SPEENCE, Evelyn Jamaica Family Planning Association
STANTORD, Veronica Mona Secondary School

STERLING, Louig X, EXED Community College

STEWART, Barbara Holy Trinity Secondary School

STLYART, Rev, Carmen Health Dducation Consultant, Ministry of Health
STEVART, Mrs, Mavis Victoria Jubilee Hospital

STCVART, Dr, Thelma Ministry of Dducation

STEWART-UILLIAMSOH, H.A, Jamaica Constabulary Force

TALBOTT, Everton Correctional Services

THOMNAS, Calvert Dept., of Mass Communication, U,W.I,
THOI1AS, Thelma E, Hational Family Planning Board

TIFFANY, Terence U.S5. AID

TULLOCH-REID, !Miss Jean Social elfare Training Centre, U,V.I.
TUMMINGS, Marjorie Voluntary Organization for the Upliftment

of Children (VOUCH)

WALKER, Valrie Jamal
WALLACE, Valsie V. Glen Vincent Fertility Control Unit
VALTERS, Gordon Iinistry of Youth & Community Development
Public Buildings, Barbados

_ VEDDLRBURN, M, - Norman Manley Secandary School
'WHITE, Ivy Family Planning Sub-Committee
VHITZHMAN, Leila Family Court
WILHEL, Laurence Ministry of Agriculture
VILLIAMS, Angela
WILLIAMS, Lillity Excelsior High School
WILLIAMS, Norma Bureau of Health Education

WILLIAMS, V. Social Vork Dept.,, Bellevue Hospitel
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NAIF - AGENCY

VILSON-IVEY, Dr. Veon KeS.A.C. Hezlth Dept.

WINT-BAUER, V, Vomen's Bureau )

WYNTER, Ms. Astrid International Educational Developmeni Giuden
WYNTIR, Prof. H, Dept., of Obstetrics & Gynaecology, U,V.I.

Researcherao:

Dorian Powell Leocturer, Dept, of Sociology, U.V,.I.
Hermione lloKenzie Lecturer, Dept., of Sociology, U.VW.I.
Dr, Joyce Justus University of California, San Diego

Organizing Committze:

Mrs, Ruth Browa

Mrs. Pam MclNeil

Mre, Aileen TFrazer
Dr., Thelma 3towart
Miss Elaine Rainford
Ifrs. Hyacinth Bulgin
Mrs, Beryl Chovanncs
Dr, Carmen Bowen-Wright
Miss Thelma Thomas
Mrs, E. Daley

Mrs, Alma Smith

Mr, Oscar Grant

Mrs, Jean Jackson

Mr, Don Levy

Coordinator: I!Mfrs., Pet lewis

Oporation Friendship

Women's Centre

soolal Development Commission
Ministry of Eduoation

Y.W,C.A.

Ministry of Health

Ministry of Health

K.S.A.C, Health Department
National Family Planning Board
National Family Planning Board
Mico Teachers' College
Roseneath Hotel

Depts of Sociology, U.Y.I.
?Asaiatant-Co-ordinator)

Dunlop Corbin Compton Associates

Jameica College



Researchers

firs. Dorian Powell, Lecturer, Department of Sociology, U.W,.I,
frs. Hermione McKenzie, Lecturer, Department of Sociology, U.W.I.
Dr. Joyce Justus, University of California, San Diego,

Organizing Committee

firs, Ruth Brouwn = Operation Friendship,

Mrs. Pam McNeil = UWomsen's Centre.

firs. Aileen Frazer = Bocial Dsvelopment Commission
Dr. Thelma Stewart ~ Ministry of Education,

Miss Elaine Rainford - Y.U.C.A. '

Mrs. Hyacinth Bulgin = Ministry of Health,

Mrs. Beryl Chevanies ~ Ministry of Health.

Dr. Carmen Bowen=-Wright - K«S.A.C. Health Department,
Miss Thelma Thomas - National Family Planning Board.
Mrs. S. Daley = National Family Planning Board.
Mrs. Alma Smith = Mico Teachers! College.

Mr. Cscar Grant = Roseneath Hotel,

Mrs., Jean Jackson = Assistant Co-ordinator,

Mrs. Pet Lewis = Co=ordinator.



Appendix 111

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON FERTILITY AND THE ADOLESCENT

JARNAICA PEGASUS HOTEL

JANUARY 7=11, 1980

LILM SHOWINGS

Filme listed below will be shown in the order listed during the time

period designated,

you to attend.

We think you will find them interesting and urge

ALL FILMS WILL BE SHOWN IN THE FILM ROOM.,

TUESDAY JAN. 8-=°12.30 - 2,00 p.m.

12,30 -
12,50 -
1.20 -

1.40 -

WE ARE JAMAICA
OUR CHILDREN
PHOEBE

YOUNG, SINGLE AND PREGNANT

JUESDAY JAN. B =~ 4.30 - 6.30 p.m.

4.30 -

5.15 -

CARLENE
The Conference is asking participants to evaluate
this film. Forms will be available for this purpose.*

BUREAU OF HEALTH EDUCATION FILMS (2).

WEDNESDAY JAN. 9 - 12,30 = 2,00 p.m,

12,30 =

1.15 -

CARLENE
The Conference is asking participants to evaluate
this film. Forms will be available for this purpose.*
MT. SINAI HOSPITAL PROGRAM
-=Parent/Adolescent Rap Group

-Adolescent Clinic Services



UEQN;ﬁDAY JAN. 9 - 6.30 - 3.00 D.m.

5,30 - OUR CHILDREN

5.50 =~ MT. SINAI HOSPITAL PROGRAM
-Program Overview
=Sex Education for Professionals

THURSDAY JAN. 10 = 12,30 - 2,00 p.m.

12.30 -~ BUREAU OF HEALTH EDUCATION FILMS (2)
1.30 - WE ARE JAMAICA

THURSDAY JAN. 10 -« 5,00 - 6,30 p.m.

5.00 -~ CARLENE
The Conference is asking participants to evaluate
this.film. Fogms will be available for this purpose, *
5.45 - YOUNG, SINGLE AND PREGNANT

6.05 -~ PHOEBE

*Due to non-arrival of this film, it was not shouwn at the Conferencs

and no evaeluation was possible,



